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| Proceedings of the First Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly
assembled after the First General Election under the Sovereign
Democratic Republican Constitution of India

J‘ gt freariie

;". " The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 10 A. M., on.
‘ Tuesday, the 25th March, 1952.

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Shri Kuladhar Chaliha, B. L., Speaker, in the Chair, the
; ten Hon’ble Ministers, two Deputy Ministers and eighty-seven Members.

| QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which Answers were laid on the table)
Charing Rural Panchayat

¥ Shri ANANDA CHANDRA BEZBARUA asked:

7. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) When the Charing Rural Panchayat hav :
(b) Whether all local rates, payable to the Panchayat sinc
have been paid to it ?
(¢) If not, why not ?
(d) Whether it is a fact that local rates payable to the P
been withheld for the last two years ?

(e) If so, why ? _
) Whether it is a fact that the Panchayats have been asked  to forego
local rates for 1949-50 and 1950-51 7
(g) Whether Government are aware that for want of
not been functioning properly ?

i ‘The Hon’ble Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHAUDHURY replicd ;

¢ been formed ?
e its formation

anchayats have

money, they have

7. (a)—On 1st April 1949.
i‘ (b)—No.
. (¢)--As the Panchayat forms the fragment of a Mauza and as no separate
| touzi village-wise is maintained in the Land Record’s office, the calculation of its
share of Local Rates has been difficult. To avoid this difficulty Government
have subsequently decided to inglude all the villages of the Mauza within one and
. a single Panchayat. The question of bringing first category Panchayats under
i iving attention of the Government. For realisation of the

| this scheme 1s rece .
share of Local Rates of the Panchayat in question Government will do their best,

(d) & (e)—Do not arise,
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(f )—As the local rates for 1949-50 and 1950-51 have been credited to the
Local Boards as compensatory grants and as the Local Boards have undertaken
certain works within the Panchayat areas, it was tentatively agreed by this
Department to forego the amounts if it was not possible to find out the dues of the
Panchayats as distinct from that of the Board. Charing Panchayat however
will be paid the dues for the year 1951-52. Pending settlement, the Finance has

agreed to pay the dues to Charing Panchayat and steps are being taken for
the same.

(¢)—Government do not believe so.

Shri ANANDA CHANDRA BEZBARUA: So faras Charing Rural Pan-

chayat is concerned, I am sure the Local Board has done nothing since the
formation of the Panchayat.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : You are giving information to the hon.
Member. Therefore please ask things which you do not know.

Shri ANANDA CHANDRA BEZBARUA: Does Government admit that

so far as Charing Panchayat is concerned nothing has been done by Local Board
since its formation ?

The Hon’ble Shri MAHENRDA MOHAN CHAUDHURY: I cannot
agree with that.

Shri ANANDA CHANDRA BEZBARUA : Is it a fact that the Panchayat
is not carrying on its duty for want of funds ?

The Hon’ble Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHAUDHURY: The reply is
quite clear. Government do not believe so.

Demands for Grants

GRANT No.35

(57-B—Capital Outlay on Road Transport Schemes financed from ordinary
Revenues)

The Hon’ble Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the recom-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a sum
not exceeding Rs.12,27,300 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending 3lst
March, 1953 for the administration of the head—¢¢57-B—Capital Outlay on Road
Transport Schemes financed from ordinary revenues.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.12,27,300 be granted to the Minister-in-
charge to defray the charges which will come in the course of payment
during the year ending 31st March, 1953 for the administration of the head—
57-B—Capital Outlay on Road Transport Schemes financed from ordinary
Revenues.”

Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: 1 beg to move that the
provision of Rs.4,99,000 under Grant No.35, Major head 57-B—Capital Outlay
on Road Transport Schemes financed from ordinary Revenues, Minor Head
A—Capital Expenditure on Bus Service, Sub-head Section III—P andu-Gauhati-
Shillong Service (Total), at page 252 of the Budget be reduced by Re.l, i, e.,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs.12,27,300 do stand reduced by Re.l.
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Sir, my intention in submitting this Motion is not to censure the Government
but to give certain suggestions to the Government and for that purpose to raise a
discussion on this particular point.

As I know, our Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Transport has taken up his
portfolio recently. I think some concrete suggestions from this side of the
House may be helpful to him. With that end in view, I have tabled this Motion
and I want to confine myself to giving a few suggestions.

Firstly, I want to deal with section III, sub-section 2 under the title vehicles.
It is common knowledge that itis more economical and less complicated for the
road transport organisation to maintain a fleet of vehicles of the same make.
Firstly, it helps to better control the spare parts section. If vehicles be of the
same make, they can maintain a limited stock of spare parts and less number of
vehicles are apt to lie idle. If a vehicle for example, gets shut down due to a
defect in the dynamo and there be another vehicle getting shut down due to
some defect in the spring assembly, one of these two can be put to run by
replacing its defective part with the other vehicle’s corresponding part. But if the
vehicles be of different make there cannot be interchange of parts. Thirdly, as
a result of the vehicles being of the same make there will be less work for the
store department. There will be less correspondence There will be less capital
expenditure, because there will be no more necessity of v.arious types of spare
parts. Incidental expenses will be less. One order book will do, one stock book
will do, one indent book will do. Correspondence will be ]ess. From all points
of view there will be less expenditure. As a result of this, there will be more
profit in the long run. So far as the Assam Transport 1s concerned, in 1942-43
they used to run only two types of vehicles—one for Surma Valley and the other
for Assam Valley. For Surma Valley they used to run perhaps Ford and for Assam
Valley Cheverolet. We should have learnt also from the experiences of the Assam
Transport, There are in the State Transport not only one or two types of
vehicles, but many more. My information is that they usesome five types of
vehicles, viz , Cheverolet, Dodge, Coomer, Studebakar and Ford. Many peo-
ple think that there are motives behind this sort of transaction. If different
types are purchased, then different parties would come to sell different types of
vehicles and some top-ranking people in the Assam Transport would get
commission or something of the sort. from these different partics.

I do not propose to go into this matter; but I beg to state that as this State
Transport is a commercial concern there should be every effort on our part to
run it on commercial line. On the success or failure of these concern will
depend to a very great extent whether we shall be able in future to place
under State control other concerns as well. If the State Transport fails, then
some Members of the Government may come forward with the plea that the
do not like to bring other concerns under State control because the State Trans-
port which they tried has failed. They would say that after all a Government
concern cannot run on IOSS, so it is better that the whole concern is sold at half
price to some private party. This position, Sir, is not quite unknown. 8o, I beg
to stress that the success of the State Transport is a very important point.

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: What is the charge of monopoly?
Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: That is so far as private

monopoly is cm_mcerncd. But when the State Transport is run by a democratic
Government, it is a monopoly of the entire nation. ;
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So far as the price of car is concerned, the Government of India has fixed
the price. If it would have been a question of competitive price, if we had
gone say for Ford, Studebaker would have come at a lesger price and if there

had been only one type of vehicle, say Studebaker, the incidental charges would 4
have been less.

The Hon’ble Shri RAMNATH DAS: Prices of different vehicles differ. 7

. Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Differ according to quality.
A vehicle of better quality would be purchased at a higher price and a vehicle
of lesser quality would be purchased at a lesser price:_ I do not say that this :
particular vehicle should be purchased or that particular vehicle should not be
purchased. I am only saying that for a concern which has a big fleet of vehicles,
it is always economical to have one type of wvehicles because of the less
amount of incidental and other charges.

C g ¢ As T have already stated, these
things are to be taken into consideration,

Then again in this connection I shou'd like to request the Hon’ble Minis- i
ter to see that these vehicles are purchased from the importer and not from \
the dealer; because if the vehicles are purchased from the importer we get
some rebatc_e. Now by purchasing these vehicles from the dealer we are only
paying a bigger amount. If I am wrong, I should like to be corrected, but
I request the Hon’ble Minister to see to this, My information is that we pur-
chase the vehicles from the dealer and asa r

T an esult we areto pay a greater
amount of money. My contention is that we should purchase from the
importer.

TheAHon’ble the SPEAKER: What is the

: Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTAGHARYYA: I do not know the ﬁgure
quite accurately. I have put this suggestion not as an expert, but as a layman
who feels for the country and who wants to give some positive suggestions to
the Government for its consideration.

Not only with regard the purchase of vehicles
on which some capital expenditure is made, 1. e.
these vehicles. According to the Central Gover
third party insurance for a motor car is riot compulscry on vehicles owned by
Government. Now, the State Transport Vehicles owned by Government may
not be insured as a third party insurance. As a result of insuring the State
Transport Vehicles, T understand, more than Rs.50,000 have already been
paid to different insurance companies,

rebate? Is it 30 per cent.?

. there is another point
» With regard to insurance of
nment Act on the subject the

The Hon’ble Shri RAMNATH DAS: He is not correct.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: May not be. I have
already said that as regards figures, I may not be quite accurate. So far as my
information goes, we have paid about or above Rs.50,000 as insurance pre-
mium and we have received back only ahout Rs.5,000 against our claims for
accident. Only in the last few years we have thus paid about Rs.45,000.
Now, for a Government concern like the State Transport, Government is entitled
to make a pool of its own which may be styled as a Special Reserve for acci-
dents or so. Such a pool can he made and whenever there is any accident or
such a thing, money can be drawn from that pool and this pool becomes a
part of our capital. .This is not a new proposition, The Bombay City Trans- j
port hasa pool ol its own and as a result, the Bombay City Transport e
has proﬁted a great deal,
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The Hon’ble Shri RAMNATH DAS: That has been done herealso.

_ Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : If that has been done, it
is well and good. ‘ el S EON iz )¢

) Next I am corning to buildings. I am coming to the second part—Dbuildings
in section 3, sub-section (3). Here againI am basing on certain information
that in Shillong itself we pay to Hariram Goenka Rs.110 a month for a Yard
at Paltan Bazar, Shillong and to Ganeshdas Goenka Rs.350 per month for'9
rooms at Paltan Bazar. Again to Gancshdas Goenka we pay Rs:i170 a
month for a small godown at Paltan Bazar and Rs.300 per month for ‘a big
godown. This comes to Rs.930 per menth to this Goenka family as house
rent, that is to say, annually we pay Rs.11,160 to the Goenka family as house
rent for the godowns. If we have along view and intention to make the State
Transport a permanent concern of the Government, we can and should have
our own buildings. If within the last few years that the ‘State Transport has
been running, we had not paid such a big amount .to'a private party, if we had
made 2n investment by having some buildings of our own, then there would
have been a bigger reserve and we would have saved a recurring expenditure on
this house rent account. ‘ -

Now I do not want to go to the second part of my Cut Motion; because I
am afraid that it does not exactly come in within the present scope, i. e., ‘treat-
ment to the employees. :

I propose to deal with it when we come o Grant No.3 , charges on:account
of Road Transport Schemes. Now, I beg to place-it before the Hon’ble Minis-
ter for Transport that he should look into the matter and should see if there
are certain defects in the matter of Capital Outlay, where lies the rut and how
that can be rectified. I think, one of the reasons is that the wholc_Statf: Trans-
port Organisation is being controlled and managed by an authority which is
not efficient. I understand that the Secretary of the Control Board - himself s
a gentleman without a diploma in Automobile Engineering ‘and without -any
experience for running a commercial concern. Then agaix, 5o far as our Acco-
unts Officer is concerned, 1 understand that he alsois a gentleman “without.a
diploma in Accountancy. When our funds are being managed by a gentleman
without any knowledge of Accountancy and when the entire organisation is
being controlled by a Secretary without a diploma . 1n Automobile 'Engincering
and without any knowledge or experience for running a commercial concern,
naturally it can be guessed that such mistakes are quite likely. )

So, Sir, with these few words I have placed my suggestions before the
Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of this Department, and I 'would Tequest him to
see whether these suggestions of mine can be taken seriously into considera-
tion. I nmow beg to move that the provision of Rs.4,99,000 under Grant
No.35, Major head 57-B—Capital QOutlay on Road Transport Schemes
fmanced from Ordinary Revenues, Minor head A—Capital Expenditure on
Bus Service, Sub-head Section I11—Pandu-Gauhati-Shillong Service (TotaI)
at page 252 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, 7.¢., the amount of thé
whole grant of Rs.12,27,300 do stand reduced by Re.l. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved :

““That the provision of Rs.4,99,000 under grant No.35, Major head 57-B—
Capital Outlay on Road Transport Schemes financed from ordinary Revenues
Minor head A.—Capital Expenditure on Bus Service,. Sub-head Section i g s
Pan%u-(llaqhatt-Sk;illong Service (Total), at page 252 of the Budget, be reduced
by Re.l, i. e, the amount of the whole grant of Rs.12,27,300 d
reduced by Re.1.”” 2 iind P2 siand

;j
YeS R—y -
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Maulavi MD. UMARUDDIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, apart from the Cut
Motion which has been moved by my hon. Friend, Mr. Bhattacharyya, I want
to draw the attention of the House to the general features of this particular
item—how it is connected also with the Grant No. 38. I should like to be
enlightened what connection this particular item of expenditure has with item
No. 38 because this sum of Rs.12,27,300 is intended to be invested as Capital

Outlay on motor vehicles and item No. 38 iefers to the management or opera-
tion of Road Iransport Schemes.

Sir, in discussing these demands we must bear in mind that this is a com-
mercial concern undertaken by Government on which we are asked to vote money
which Government propose to invest. This much money must yield profit, but here
we do not see any profit. Sir, in the Budget speech the Hon’ble Finance Minister
said that during the year 1950-51 there was a profit of Rs.16,35,659 as against

Rs.12,79,459 in the previous year. Then he said, “By the end of September last
Government have derived a nett profit of Rs.40.1 2,466 from the Transport Depart-
ment run by the Government®, Sir, this sum of Rs.40,12,466 has been shown as
nett profit of the Government. I should like to know whether whole or part of that
profit reprsents nett receipt to the Government exchequer ? If that is so, how a
sum of Rs. 20 lakhs has been shown as revised receipt for 1951-52. Sir, the

whole thing—Receipts and Expenditure—are placed before us in such a way that
no hon. Member is able

to calculate what is the nett result of this undertaking.
The Hon’ble Minister has sajd in his Budget speech that Government have a
nett profit of Rs.40 lakhs and odd during the year 1951. Then this should be
shown as Receipt under ihe State Transport Scheme. But we do not find any-
thing of this sort. So I see no link between these two items, Grant No.35 and
Grant No.38.

Then, Sir, there is no provision for depreciation fund. Sir, the real crux of
the matter is depreciation o

f the vehicles employed. Vehicles run down apprecia-
blv every year, but we do not know how much money we may lose on a long-term
basis. If the vehicles are run down and become scraps, we want to know how
much money will be in the depreciation fund to cover the full book value of the
motor vehicles.  We do not have here a statement to show whether in the long
run say, three, five or ten years when vehicles will have become complete scraps,
Gover nment have suffered any loss thereby ; nothing has been shown here. So
1 should 1|k§ the Hon’ble Minister to place before the hon. Members of this
House a costing statement of the entire State Transport Department so that we
may know whether in the long run this Department yield any nett profit to
Governrpent or not. So, Sir, I find that I am not in 2 position to understand how
the receipt of Rs.18 lakhs shown under State Transport Scheme is linked up with

Ehc sum of 40 lakhs and odd shown as nett profit by the Hon’ble Finance Minister
in his speech.

o g;h‘én pagam, $ir, W_hY this expenditure on the same scheme is shown under
UI‘dinal‘a sr‘ One is Capital Outlay on Road Transport Schemes financed from
e xgea;?'ven}ms anc_l the other Road Transport Schemes. 1 do not know what
e :3% Hé_ShOng these two items of expenditure relating to the same sche-
depreciation fundlffercm.; heads. AsT have already said there is no provision for
fiaed T e so,rs‘r-_ the whole thing is complicated and is completely con-
Rs.12 lakhs under E;O principle, I should like to know, how this expenditure of
on Road Transport §a§t No. 35 is linked up with Grant No. 38, “Capital Outlay
expenditure of Rs, 1 2‘:]’311:'}1183 financed from the ordinary revenues” and how the
when under Grant Noa 383 Bow placed before the House is going to be justified
Scheme—Working expensec? ps' 44 lakhs have been asked for “Road Transport

e 8 €xpenses” ?  Houy this amount of expenditure of Rs.44 lakhs
un oad ‘I'ransport Schemc——-Working expenses’” has been arrived at ? I want
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to know also what is the significance of the Rs.40 lakhs, stated by the Hon’ble
Finance Minister in his Budget speech as nett profit derived from the Transport

Department ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Do you want to know frox_n _Government
why profit has been shown without taking into account the depreciation ?

Maulavi MD. UMARUDDIN : Yes, Sir, I want to have a reconcilement
of the statement given by the Hon’ble Finance Minister with the Budget figures

for the year 1952-53.
_Sil', if time permits and if we are g
specially about the management side of

“Road Transport Scheme—working expenses’’.
I raised these few questions in order that the Hon’ble Minister enlighten us

with the information sought for in my questions.
With these words, I suppnrt the Cut Motion moved by my hon. Friend, Mr,

Bhattacharyya.

The Hon’ble Shri SIDDHINANH SARMA: Mr. Sp_ca}ker, Sir, I am
grateful to my Friend, the hon. Mover of the Cut Motion, for giving some sugges-
tions for improvement of the State Transport organsation. These suggestions
will be examined properly and if feasible, will be given effect to.

Now, his first point is that the vehicles of the State Transport should be of
the same make. - There is some difficulties in having vehicles o'f the same mfkae as
we are not aware of longitivity of different vehicles. If a certain type of vqhmlF of
the same make is decided to be purchased, it is found afterwards that t!]c life time
of such vehicles is short in comparison with the price than our Organisation will
suffer. Ifit is durable, in that case it may be profitable in the long run. Th.ercfore,
vehicle of which make would be durable and profitable requires full examination,

iven sufficient time, we will again discusg
the State Transport under Grant No. 38—

As regards his suggestions about special insurance pool, that was done and has
already been replied to by the Hon’ble Srijut Ramnath Das who was in charge of

the Department before I had taken charge of it. ‘
As regards the efficiency of the Secretary, as far as I am aware, Sir, he has
been managing it efficiently and economically.
Regarding the Accountant who is alleged t
tion is that he is properly qualified in accounts an
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: These things ought to have been dealt
under Grant No. 38.

The Hon’ble Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA: When the hon. Member
referred these points, I am giving reply.

o be under-qualified, my informa-
d discharging his duties properly.

There is some impression in some quarters that the State Transport suffered
heavy losses in the past in the purchase of vehicles and by acquiring not on rate
contract. That impression is wrong. In order to give effect to the policy of
nationalisation of road transport, a Resolution was adopted in this Legislature on
27th September, 1948 and with a view to give effect to that Resolution the
Gauhati-Shillong route was taken up by the State Transport authority, with effect
from the Ist of January, 1949 and Government had to purchase fleets from loca]
deale_rs at a competitive price during the period from September 1948 and 1949
and it was done because at that time the advantage of rate -contract wasnot
available and Government had no information that wvehicles could be had at rate
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contract and as the Organisation took up Shillong-Gauhati line they had to
purchase some vehicles at the market rate and this was explained in the floor of
this House by my predecessor in reply to a question by Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan.
I quote the reply i(—

T can explain this matter. The Comptroller said that in not purchasing 126
vehicles the Government sustained a loss to the extent of about 2% lakhs. In
making this report the Comptroller has taken into account 126 vehicles but out
of which only 57 came under the rate contract and the remaining 69 were outside
the rate contract at that time. Sir, in coming to the figure of 2% lakhs, the Comp-
troller has taken into account only the rebate that could have been accrued on
the basis of 20 per cent. on the list price plus 5 per cent. dealer’s commission on
the whole lot of 126 vehicles, but he has not taken into account the 2 per ccnt.
on rate contract departmental charge, the Bombay sales tax, the transport, insu-
rance, handling and other incidental charges from Bombay to Calcutta. If these
charges would - have been taken into account and only on 57 vehicles certainly
the alleged figure of loss as shown by Comptroller could not have appeared as
such. I think, I have sufficiently explained the report that was given by the
Comptroller and from the statement that I have made it will be seen that the
alleged loss of about Rs. 24 lakhsis not correct. We have only lost Rs. 1,940
including 11 wvehicles which were purchased subsequent to the receipt of the
Director General of Industries and Supplies communication regarding rate con-
tract of vehicles. In addition to that, I must be plain to state that we have paid
Rs 4,300 to Assam as Sales-tax, and not to the Bombay Government. So, Sir,
it is not a fact that Assam Transport Department lost a huge sum.”

It is a fact that some buildings were taken up on hire at the time when tlie
Transport Department took up the organisation—as they had no land and
godowns of their own, they hired those buildings. I shall now see that the
organisation has land and buildings of its own.

Now, Sir, let me come to the two Grants, Grant No.35 and 38. If we
examine these Granis it will be seen that that Grant No.35 relates to the
Capital Outlay on Road Transport Schemes financed from ordinary Revenues
and Grant No. 35 relates to Road Transport Schemes—working expenses.
Under this Head,«i. e., Grant No. 35, demand for the expenditure is on account of
Lands, Vehicles, Buildings, Plant and Machinery, Furniture and Equipment,
and Tools and Implements, for Gauhati-Nowgong Service, Nowgong-Jorhat ser-
vice, Pandu-Gauhati-Shillong service and = Jorhat-Sibsagar-Cibrugarh service
and for Nowgong-Silghat service and Gauhati-Goalpara service. If we examine
the other Head—Grant No. 38, it will be seen that the expenditure is for
establishment including direction and operation charges for the Gauhati-Nowgong
service, Nowgong-Jorhat service, Pandu-Gauhati-Shillong service, Jorhat-Sibsa-
gar-Dibrugarh service, Nowgong-Silghat service and Gauhati-Goalpara service,
The expenditure is shown in details. T do not know what difficulty is found by
the hon. Member in understanding it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The pointis that the depreciation of the
vehicles ought to have been taken into account.

The Hon’ble Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA: Thatis shown, Sir in the
Balance Sheet.
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*Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN: My point is that, Sir, if you refer to page
258 you will find that under the Head Contingencies against item (i) Deprecia-
tion Fund, an amount of Rs. 3,50,000 is shown for the year 1951-52, but, Sir,
no amount has been set apart for the year 1952-53. May I understand, Sir, from
the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge that this Depreciation Fund' that was provided in
the year 1951-52 is sufficient to meet the entire depreciation of vehicles in the
course of next 5 or 6 years ? We cannct judge anything until the percentage of
depreciation, whether it is 50 per cent. or 60 per cent., is shown clearly at th_tc time
of making the total investment on purchase of vehicles. The H(_)n’l?le Minister-
in-charge will please enlighten on this point. My another point is that when
some sort of an advance is taken from the ordinary revenue for investment on
this commercial organisation of road transport, I want to know whether any
interest is charged or not. If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA: For the information of
the hon. Member I can point out that in 1948-49, in the last three months
of that year, the investment as Capitil Outlay was Rs. 12,29,138 and the net
profit in that year was Rs. 1,68,028, when the organisation was L.akezl up, and in
the profit and loss account it is shown that in these three years cr}dmg in .SCpI:'ember
1951 the net profit is about Rs. 40 (forty) lakhs. In calculating the life time of
the vehicles 2 years are considered to be the life time of a vehicle anf:l depreciation
is calculated at 25 per cent. less each year of the price of the vehécles_ and 6 per
cent. of the value of other things like buildings and {natcrlals. 05311 the year
1949-50 the net profit was Rs. 12,79,459 against the capital outlay of Rs. 29 lakhs
and odds, On the basis of this calculation, the net profit in the year 1950-51
was Rs. 16,35,659 against a capital outlay of Rs. 20,75:89)0-.48’1:113 ;‘Ct profit was
approximately 18 lakhs against a capital outlay of Rs. 70,72,048 1n the year 1951

52. Sir, this year the Department will take up the Gauhati-Goalpara Road and
the entire nationalisation

Nowgong-Silghat Road, from 1st April next and when .
o 1g- s i will stand at sixteen lakhs and the
1eme is fully operated, the capital outlay des building up a decent reserve

profit expected will be about thirty two lakhs, besi
for these depreciation.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: So the depreciation has been duly taken
into account.

The Hon’ble Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA : Yes, Sir.

*Maulavi MD, UMARUDDIN: Aml to understand that the depreciation
is indicated for one year i.c., 1951-52 only and that we should not have a recurring

provision for the vehicles and the buildings every ycar ?

The Hon'ble Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA: No, Sir. The provision is
made for every year under a separate fund.

o *Maulavi MD, UMARUDDIN : Then why no money has been shown in the
udget?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The life of the vehicles has I.JCCI]. shown as
four years, and every year it is shown at the end of the year. I think, it win de

; "‘SMaulavi MD. UMARUDDIN: Then when will it begin and when will i
end, Sir?
The Hon’ble Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA : After four years it will end,

ir,

#Speech not corrected
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The Hon’ble Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI: Sir, it has heen lost sight of
the fact that it is run on the line of a business concern. Lvery year these factors
are taken into consideration. All these details are given in the balance sheet that
is prepared and the balance sheet may be placed on  the table, if it is desired.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. Member may see it from the
Hon’ble Minister, if he wants. Now what does the hon. Mover of the Cut Motion

propose to do?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: I beg to withdraw my Cut
Motion, Sir.

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn,)

TheHon’ble the SPEAKER: The Question is:

““That a sum not exceeding Rs.12,27,300 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending 31st March,
1953 for the administration of the head—57-B—Capital Outlay on Road Trans-
port Schemes financed from ordinary Revenues’’.

(The Motion was adopted.)

GranT No.18.
39 —Public Health

The Hon’ble Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : M. Speaker, Sir, on the recom-
mendation of His Exccllency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a sum
not excecding Rs.29,58,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
the course of payment during the year ending on 31st March 1953 for the admi-
nistration of the head ‘39, —Public Health.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved 2

_ “That a sum not exceeding of Rs.29,58,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come In the course of payment during the year ending on 31st March
1953 for the administration of the head ‘39.—Public Health’,”

Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: My, Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move that the
total provision of Rs. 29,58,000 under Grant No.18, Major head 39.—Public
Health, at page 122 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.29,58,000 do stand reduced by Re.1. ‘

My object Ofmovtng this Cut Motion is to raise a general discussion.

Sir, I appreciate many of the good works that is being done by the Public
_Hea]th Departmel;!t. I would like to draw the attention ol the Hon’ble Minister-
in-charge, to the fact, that (he doctors of the Public Health Department should
have better pay and Prospects, in view of the fact that they have to live in out-
of-the-way places, havmg 10 amenities of life. Their duties are of arduous nature,
and they often do their duties at the risk of their lives. Sir, most of th= Public
Health Dispensaries are withou any Compounders. Compounders should be pro-
vided for every dispensary, [ alsg appreciate the good work that is being done
by the so-called Rural Health Inspectors. One thing I want to draw the attention
of the authority concerned is that the medicines and ampuls that are provided
should aC_tllﬂ“Y 80 to the people for whom they are intended. ~ Sir, it is reported
that sometimes a portion of the medicine is being sold by these officers, and these
do not reach the people. This should be properly checked, and the people should

get the henefit out of the supply of medicine that is given. I also like to draw the
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attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the fact that most of the Public Health Dis-
pensaries are housed in thatched cottages which are in a most insanitary condition.
Good houses should be provided for the dispensaries. T would also like to request
the Hon’ble Minister to provide a Public Health Dispensary in Lengari in
Dibrugarh Subdivision. There should be more liberal supply of pure drinking
water for the rural people of the country.  With these few words. I move this Cut
Motion, Sir. s

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

“That the total provision of Rs.29,58,000 under Grant No.18 Major head
39.—Public Health, at page 122 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i. €., the
amount of the whole grat on Rs 29,58,000 do stand reduced by Re.l”.

Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHAUDHURY: Mr, Speaker, Sir, I wish to bring
to the notice of the House the deplorable condition of public health in the State of
Assam. On the one hand, the people are illiterate and ill-fed and are susceptible
to diseases, and due to the adulterated food they are eating, they are getting dis-
eases through food. On the other hand Government are apathetic to these peo-

le. The Government have a nominal agency of public health officers consisting
of only 11 officers. This is itself a matter to be wondered at, Then out of these
11 posts almost half the posts are lying vacant and Government have not taken
any steps to recruit doctors to these posts. How isit ? Isn’t it a serious matter
to the State of Assam that out of the 11 officers provided, only 5 are working and
the rest are not working ? In the last year’s Budget Rs.21,245 was sanctioned out
of which only Rs.16,160 was spent and the rest was surrendered. This year also
it is doubtful if Government can find out any doctors and health officers for
recruitment in the cadre of public health officers. The reason is that the pay
given to these officers is not attractive. * In the Memorandum of Budget estimates
we find that Government have given remarks for substantial pay scales to the Pu-
blicity Department in order to attract good people to join as Publicity Officers. I
do not understand why the same treatment should not be meted out to the Pu-
blic Health Department. This Department should be given attractive pay and
allowances so that good doctors may come to this Department. At present
doctors are going away [rom this Department and are practising as private practi-
tioners. The reason is that the doctors ate not getting anything attractive in this
service. This being the state of affairs, the Public Health condition is deteriorating
every year and the number of Tuberculosis and cancer cases is increasing every
year, though the death rate from thesc diseases may be shown low at present.

"Then, Sir, for detecting adulteration in food or such other things, the Public
Health doctors should be given power to take these cases in their hands and they
should be empowered to deal with cases of food adulteration. In West Bengal
probably because the Chief Minister is a doctor himself, he has taken very active
steps in these matters and D. D./'T. for malaria has been supplied to every house
and a close check is kept on the tea stalls. In Assam also tea stalls should be regis-
tered and instructions should be issued to the stall-helders how to run them pro-
perly. Tuberculosis cases are rapidly increasing in the country, The Government
spent about a lakh of rupees for a mass radiography plant bought in 1948, which is
lying usel_essly at Jorhat. This should bhe brought to Gauhati. Sir, thé Cotton
College is the only Government.College in Assam from where our Ministers have
come out and they are proud to call themselves ex-Cottonians. In that very
college Tuberculosis has broken out and four cases were detected in the Gotton
College hostel. Government should take active steps to improve the health condi-
tion of the students in the hostels— the watering system, the latrine system, etc.
and start a canteen for. the students, Then, Sir, we do not get the actual report
of Tuberculosis cases in Assam, ;



e

568 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [257H MaR,
The Hon’ble Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA :

I think, Sir, it would be better
to discuss about Tuberculosis when the Medical G

rant is moved.,

Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHAUDHURY : It is very diﬁicu.lt to diﬂ'erentiz.lte
between Medical and Public Health as it is dj flicult to differentiate between rice
and boiled rice, which is called bjat. Any way, I shall try to confine myself to
Public Health.

Then, I come to maternity and child welfare,

In 1947 the death of infants below one year was 10,477 and in 1948 it was
11,758 as secn in the Annual Report of the Public Health Department. That
means, Sir, that infantile death rate is increasing, but Government have not taken
any steps in this matter. We have got a Department of Maternity and Child
Welfare; but only 4 doctors, 5 health visitors, one Assistant and 11 dhais comprise

- the whole Department.

The activities of the Department are confined only to the
towns. I wish Government should s

00ls or training centres for dhais and
nurses so that they can go into the vill

vi
lose about 12,000 children below one year

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What is the percentage of infantile death to
the total death-rate in the State ?

Dr, HOMESWAR DEBR CHAUDHURY : Nearly 12 per cent., Sir. So I
wish that Government should take active steps to improve the maternity and
Child Welfare Department,

As our Hon’ble Minister in charge of Public Health
wants that I should speak only with regard to Public Health, T shall speak on
other points when we come to Medical.

Maulavi MEHRAR ALI LASKAR : Mr. Speaker, Sir, in supporting the
Cut Motion moved by hon, Friend, Mr. Gogoi, T like to draw the attention of the
Hon’ble Ministe_r in charge of Public Health and also of the hon. Members of this
House to the following few points. My first point is this that the Medical Depart-
ment and the Public Health Depariment  should he amalgamated into one
Department. This will perhaps reduce some amount of expenditure of the
Government and this

; will, T hope, remove the long-standing grievances of the
Public Health Doctors and it is known to eve
for roving and the ca

; ry body that not being able to stand
2 i amp life many Public Health Doctors got disgusted and ter-
dered their resignation from the service,

The second point which
stuffs like ghee, mijk

adulteration is goin

I like to emphasise is that the adulteration of food-
and mustard oil, etc., should he ruthlessly suppressed. This
! 2 on before the very eyes of the excutive and not much atten-
tion appears to have heap paid to this subject.

Thirdly, I should like to say tha
of the interior loc

beds for hospital
sufficient stock o

( t only to give facilities to
ality, every Public Health d
treatment and th

f medicines.
With these few words, T take my seat.

Shri JADAV CHANDRA KHAKHLARI . 5457 @ e,
gtatg [Hetqt w=s.. ..., ...

j the emergency cases
, dispensary should have emergency
ese Public Health dispensaries should have-

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : AT Stefim, ety a15wq \GBATE
<z |

.
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Shri JADAV CHANDRA KHAKHLARI : wis57% 3tsiey, siate et @
waq AR, ARET $69 BT g, ©lF Aaicy N2T9 {391 BaAwts ==, 73 ©ifFT
o @B AW cerdeTea ‘@R’ @dm FESAR il smits T
Mo Ttz 47 Fiawg AT FhT H@ AT @@ ol A g94T
s T4 @l 92EE AgEE |

saeita =AM B9 @NER 44 i @trji T iR 1 sawna A
fefimta o Bofta afw  ele=w=ea jﬁiﬁl ¥ peR farg 4%, @uigis
151 4faca frca cefeatzta g B4ia = ¢

The Hon’bie the SPEAKER : ==ldt eledian, wisify cq T, “sterd
pFEl A2 crdrT fip) frea”, 2w e fSfS wledile oot wiig cafe  fs e,
cofoaiT Res Raad frea frgtlin I8 ©lefaE 12 o, ors +fim ) af s
csfeatza stearsea T34 413, EET P W, a@EfEs gt aiq, Atz
TS TR 41T T AE SR TN TFAT RECH (SCACF At Wy gty 7oy

Shri JADAV CHANDRA KHAKHLARL: <% w1
@z fTate wfsatls fiwe, Socialist and Communist %= wra qwary =31
AE—@ate AT 1 A2 AE eEwwE W@ IwEEI 9B Semies e 1 95
99139, et AT At I A @afb [T OleT A EIRNFETT quiae oy
FAfFF | T gHA, StE v A sfEeT A T APl i @R
#2471 93 2 9iF qEiFa @ T @i stebe [ Bl Mgt == tatm, oig
afyFi2 SieTead @ aifts 3 | 95 6> 74 G T b9 R 4Ty
wterF 9iF @fb B 4fieace, @taq @ Ff[, EAIFaE @na Soy S

T2 @l 999, FAEHT wicaft aters A @59 Se AR i S
51 sh&fRates it Sie Fttgiatal aica?, 99 27 L T, g 7x €N T
azvraz 3wz, csfatzmE, o2 sz [FEiss e A, TfeR o =
SriE 4T [ MFE T @ [T AES BIRHA SatEn ef

A g w
oAt oIS A7 AR, ¢ 7 fErw o 512 aft e SRt afsg ot
gl paeica A6 W =i @2 e fFEle [aw: fREs, i el o

Fo) AtatcT— = Ffaq afea [ 9337 =t @e: TTT | Fiws o3 T Bt :
aifer @ta A AR @i At 4TS 10 2RI sy T
+f7, ‘=fcEa afft @ Biewna azm wfea @l | =

fralft WA A0 e, (@A Elba SHAreR At
Appte SiATT TR GAF qAF wiF GEa AT A
Fi5gg BAFIA 2T U (SSTAlEt grAive i@ 29

T, Q3fREe s
PEEAEES ﬁﬂ'ﬁs——@-{%’

safcE (F R, F6d iy f[ewew 4 fwom o

The Hon’ble Shri RUPNATH BRAHN_IA: Iam very glad to finq that th
hon. Mover of the Cut Motion has very highly appreciated the worksg Ao be
the Public Health Department. From what I have seen during the short Perioz’l
I have taken charge of this department I can say that the activities of thig
department have been most vigorous and this department has been

doiﬂg m
ar-
vellous works.
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA :
lously ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : My,
are badly paid.

Marvellously or miracu-

Gogoi’s point was that the doctors

The Hon’ble Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : The department has been
fichting against all sorts _of diseases with ifs limited resonrces and limited staff.

It will take a long time to narrate the full activities of this Department.
So I don’t think it necessary, Sir, to narrate all the activities of the Public Health
Department. I shall only reply to the points raised by my hon. Friend, 'Mr,
Gogoi. He wants that the scale of pay of the Public Health Doctors should be
increased. 1 am in agreement with Mr. Gogoi in this respect, but Sir, we have
to examine also the financial aspect of the matter. If our funds permit taking
into consideration the arduous works done by these Doctors in outlying areas we
shall certainly see whether any improvement can he made. There is also an
allegation from Mr. Gogoi againt the Health Inspectors in rural areas for misu-
sing the mec!icine meant for distribution to the masses, Sir, I have not received
any information in this regard, but I shall look into the matter and sce what can
be done. As regards the demand for dispensaries in rural areas, Sir, the demands
are so great that it will be difficult to meet  the demands in all
cases ; however, we shall see ifanything can be done in this matter. Then
Mr. Gogoi regretted the wretchedness of the Public Health Dispensary sheds.
I personally know, Sir, that most of the Public Health Dispensary sheds, in
outlying areas are thatched houses, but within our limited financial resources we
_have been doing our level best to improve these sheds where it is necessary. We
shall see what can be done in that direction also, Then as regards supply of good
-drinking water, we are doing our utmost, Sir, to supply good drinking water in
the rural areas.

Again, Sir, Dr.  Choudhury has rajsed the question of adulteration in food-
stuffs. In this connection, Sir, I may inform the Hon’ble House that an Act
called the Assam  Pure Food Act was passed in 1947 and as a result of the
operation of this Act, we have striking achievements in this direction., We have
practica'ly suppressed adulteration of  mustard oil as a result of the operation of
this Act. The following figures will show this, Sir. The total number of mustard
oil samples examined in 1948 was 3,261 and the number found adultered with white
oil was 30 and the _percentage of adulterated was 11, [In the year 1949 the
number of mustard oil samples examined wag 436 and the number found adulter -
! of adulteration was 7. In 1950 the total
Ikllltl:::ibtirrit(})lfwrnlllistia;?l oil S&‘_ was 263 and the number found adulte-
?mm st ﬁgurés ho\r';’as o and the percentage of adulteration was 1 only. So,

- Members will see what ¢ i i
_ C er: t result we have achieved in such
measures against this adulteration under the Pure Food Act of 1947.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Wh t ab -
led—Mr.Gogoi complained that Goy at about the numbher of posts left unfil

Public Health Doctors ? SfRRenthave not flled upHalfeyposhirel

UPNATH BRAHMA: I think hon. Members know

great dearth of Doctors in our State. Now that we
College, we shall be able to get more qualified Doctors
Il be able to meet this demand for more qualified doctos,

_ Shri GAURISANKAR B
Hon’ble Minister whether this
onir country and

quite well that there isg a
have our own Medical
and in that case we sha

HATTACHARYYA : May we know from the
isdue to the ““lghe—lahe” policy obtained in

ftvrrigseian

@

-8
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: No, no. Please resume your seat.

The Hon’ble Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : Then my Friend, Mr. Mehrab
Ali, raised the Question of amalgamation of the Medical and Public Health
Departments. I may inform him that this matter has already received the atten-
tion of the Government and is still under consideration. After examination of:
the matter we shall see what can be done in this regard.

Sir, in view of what I have said, I hope, my Friend, Mr. Gogoi, will see his
way to withdraw his Motion.

Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: I beg leave of the House, Sir, to withdraw
my Motion,

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn )

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 put the main Motion as a Question.
The question is:
“That a sum not exceeding Rs.29,58,000 be granted to defray the charges

which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on 31st
March 1953 for the administration of the head—39.—Public Health”.

(The Motion was adopted.)
GRANT No.17

(38.—MEDICAL)

The Hon’ble Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, 1 beg to move that a sum not exceeding
Rs.51,15,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of
payment during the year ending on 31st March 1953 for the administration of
the head ©‘38.—Medical”.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved is that a sum not exceeding
Rs.51,15,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of
payment during the year ending on 31st March, 1953 for the administration of
the head ““38.—Medical”.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that
the provision of ks.18,91,219 under Grant No 17, Major head—38.—Medical
Minor head-—B.—Hospitals and Dispensaries (total) at page 115 of the :
be reduced by Re.1, i.c., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.51,15,500
reduced by Re.l. ;

In moving the Cut Motion, I would like to discuss about t
vision made in the Budget Memorendum for ordinary dispensa
Boards, with spccial reference to the Provincialisation of th
Hospital. > iablish 2 WelL St ;

Sir, we always profess to establish ellare otate, but in- practice i i
found from the figures in the Budget presented to us that tl?e (;;)(iia:-:]rr\gr?t blz
neglecting institutions, I mean Hospital and Dispensaries rup by Local Boards
which are beyond the capacities of the Local Boards to 2
relief to the poor people.

Budget,
do stand

he inadequate pro-
ries run by Local
¢ Karimganj Civil

run properly and give
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  You speak about Karimganj Civil Hospi-
tal.

i NDRA MOHAN DAS: Karimga_nj Civil Hospital is under the
Loca? lggaﬁiANgUW, I am speaking about Hospitals generally under Local
Boards. :

’ble the SPEAKER: You should concentrate your discussion to
prov'ilr;l;?alli-z::ilon of the Karimganj Civil Hospital and if you have time later, you
can speak about other Hospitals.

i RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Karimganj Givil Hospital for provin-
Cialisg.l:izl;l OfWhg}II)IR am mOVing lhis C'Ut M(.)ti()n, Jiﬁ a HOSIl;ital run bY. the
Local Board of Karimganj. We know, Sir, before the Partition, the population of
Karimganj according to 1941 Census was hClﬂ}N 8,000 whereas from the 1951
Census taken after the Partition it appears that it has increased to over 20,000. I
have taken figures from the Subdivision Medical Officer, Karimganj to show that
the number of outdoor patients.....ocoeuvueenn....

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yon cannot quote figures. The Subdivisio-
nal Medical Officer cannot give you figures.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: 1 got these figures in my capacity as
the Chairman of the Karimgani Municipal Board.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : You are doing a disservice to a Government
servant.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Very innocuous figures, Sir.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: The number of ouidoor patients in
1949-50 was 11,604 and of indoor patients 454, where the number incrcagsed in
1950-51 to 14,606 of outdoor patients and 843 of indoor patients. Thus it will
appear that the number has increased by more than 3,000,

1 know in the year 1950 there was 2 proposa
sation of this Civil Hospital and on this some pre
and a report was submitted to Government b
after that what happened we do not know.

Sir, I find from the Budget that 5 District Gj
provincialised. It is quite good, b
cerned, when the number of outdo
ly and the Local Board is finding i
financial resources, I think, it is hj

L of Government for provinciali-
liminary arrangement was made
y the Civil Surgeon, Cachar ; but

vil Hospitals are going to be
ut so far as Karimganj Civil Hospital is con-
or and indoor patients have increased enormous-
t very difficult to administer it with its _poor
gh time that Government should provincialise it.

s we find that for ordinary dispensaries, provision has
ent made last year. From the Budget Memorandum,
I could not understand that sg far as Government dispensaries are concerned the
provision for diet and medicine has been increased on the ground that the price
of these have gone up, but i

1 case of Local Board dispensaries provision is curtail-
ed. I cannot understand about this differentiation.

b The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Your time is up.

Aoa

% Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS : I will close, Sir,
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In Grant No.17 allotment of expenditure for dispensaries, t]lg_ SIIDUIEES ,5
lakhs less than in the previous year. §9 far as t!:e Qvovci;nmc?tcr :ilssgsa]r;si ailx;:
concerned, money earmarked for medicine and éiet has been 1 >
case of local bodies, they have curtailed in those provisions.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I cannot allow this sort of discussion.

i RJEE: May Iknow from
The Hon’ble Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER] ] e
the hon. I\’I‘::‘:nbe‘; whércfrom he got that 5 dispensaries aré gomg to be provin

cialised ?

AS: I will show him when the House rises.

ST L (S 1d commend my Motion for the acceptance

With what I have stated, Sir, T wou
of the House,

; i noved is that the provision
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Cut M(g)ll(;.(ilﬁ’,é.—_Medical, o LEeh

of Rs.18,91,219 under Grant No.17 Major he _ 2
B.—Hospitals e} ]Dispeﬁsaries (total), at page 115 of the oBdud"si;’rleE ;zg:z:g g;rr
%‘*1: i. e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.51,15,500 do

(il 3

Shri PRABHAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI : 1\{er ?peallse”:; aSnlcli,aI “:'ilgfaig
Oppose the Clut Motion moved by hon. Mr. Ranendra 1\.10 e elict of the ggople of
the interest that the Government have taken so far for the rﬁt;e the establishment
Assam reflected through the Medical Department, Aloyg “fc-ll ctors will vanish
of the Medical Colleggin the year 1947, I hope, the dearth of do

and in future our people will get proper relief.

the attention of the Government to see

In this connection, 1 beg o drav and the Medical Department are

that both the Public Health Department

’ble Minister in-
ama e 1 o find that our Hon cr in
Samated soon and I am really glad ll;hat {his matter for amalgamation is

Srﬁligc sl t]g assuranctz and, 1 hope, this task will soon be
CI' consideration of the Government @it 3
clfecteq.

11 should also like to draw the zluuutiobl}l' Ei;ilhflngggﬁﬁz:zlcﬁltc tlhca;ltgtaillaszg
number of Ha dispensaries is establishe s (
l)rcadth of thzu%;gfiiﬂ;c SOP that proper medical treatment can be available to

Oul people without much difficulty.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : 1 do not think, Sir, the

h :
OB. Member is relevant.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : You must confine yourself to the real point,
that 1S, provincialisation of the Karimganj hospital.

Shri PRABHAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: I am ftrying to show, Sir,

th
At these magters are really.c.oeseesseressess

I The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No, you cannot speak on that point. You
MUSt come ¢, the real point.

& _S_hl‘i'PRABHAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Now, Sir, 1 want to say
A If the Government consider..evovsiseseses
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No, you cannot speak any more, you must
resuice your seat.

The Hon’ble Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : Sir, this Karimganj hospi-
tal is a Local Board hospital and we give some grant-in-aid for purchasing
medicines and medical equipments, This year, it appears, that as mucl} as
Rs.10,000 has been granted to this hospital for purchasing medicines and medical
equipments. We cannot make any cxception in the case of the Karimganj
hospital. We have received demands from all the subdivisional headquarters for
provincialisation of their hospitals. As a matter of fact, a scheme for provincia-
lisation of hospitals was submitted to Government, but owing to paucity of fund,
Government could not proceed in the matter. When the Government will decide
to provincialise all the hospitals of the subdivisional headquarters, the case of
Karimganj hospital will be taken into due consideration But at present we
cannot make any exception in the case of the Karimgany hospital.

In view of what T have stated, Sir, I hope my hon, Friend from Karimganj
will see his way to withdraw his Motion.

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : I beg to move, Sir, that
the total provision of Rs.51,15,500 under grant No.17, Major hcad—38.--Medical,
at page 102 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l., i ¢,, the amount of the whole
grant of Rs.51,15,500 do stand reduced by Re.l.

My object in moving this Cut Motion, Sir, is to raise a general discussion on
the subject. So, I do not propose to take much of the valuable time of the
Hon’ble I.{ouse. The Hon’ble Finance Minister, in the course of the Budget
speech, said that the number of dispensaries in this Province has been increasing.
But, I am afraid, he did not say how many of these dispensarics really deserve
the name. Many of these dispensaries are there only as window dressing. They
are managed by doctors who are ill paid and ill provided with stock of medicines
and other amenities, Even many of them have no compounders to help them,
and so far as Civil and Local Board dispensaries are concerned, they are seldom

visited' by the _Civil Surgeons and as a result of that in the out of the way places
the dispensaries are often vary badly run

The Hon'ble the SP

E : ispensari
aie not visited by the Civi SRR yor know. that thete, durRi

! Surgeons ?

the conri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: I am saying this from
dis :ﬁper}ence of my own District: T consulted with some of the doctors of those
dis fge Osgf‘les and they said that their dispensaries are seldom visited by the Civil
With regard to the Local Board di i :

> ispensaries, I must say that they should be

properly looked after, he i i ; ! i
e Ocr?jzse these dispensaries serve the purpose of quite a big
Secondly, Sir, I want to speak i : i
: peak about the Tuberculosis menace in this
Provmce.ldgcesterday the Hon’ble Minister in-charge of Medical Department said
that an o -ray plant had been given to the Gauhati Civil Hospital. He did
not enlighten the House ag to wherefrom and when that old X-ray plant came.
If T am allowed to speak, T can say wherefrom it came, It came from the stock
which was purchased at Barbari from the American Military Hospital. This
plant was there fmd was mot put into operation for half a decade. If I am
wrong, the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge will please correct me. Sir, when one
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i benevolent person offered some donation for having an X-ray apparatus in the

| Gauhati Civil Hospital, because at the time there was none there, that is even
in a premierStown like Gauhati, there was no arrangement for X—{ay examination,
such a donation was not utilised in time. The old plant was lying useless and
another plant had to be purchased at the cost of Rs.lS,OGO—-Govcrnme_nt advan-
cing Rs,10,000 due to the failure of the bank. So, Governmeat, not belqg able to
take the advantage of that donation in time, lost a great opportunity. Stijut (Dr.)
Ao (G Das, the Chairman of the Hospital Committee, wrote to the Government
again and again to purchase the plant and only after a great deal of correspon-

. dence, the Government offered Rs.10,000 to purchase the plant. This is how, Sir,
things are delayed, even in such important matters, as my hon. Friend,
Dr. Choudhury, has already said.

D

P P —

|
|

p The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Is the plant working now ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Itis notyet working, Sir,
The electrical arrangements are not there for the purpose. Only the future will
kn_m:v what will be the fate of this plant. Ttisabout halfa decade since the
Onginal purchase, but yet it isnot in working condition. Sir, at the cost of
Several lakhs of rupees stocks of medicine and other equipments of hospitals were
Purchased. There has already been a discussion on the floor of this House about
Purchase of stocks of medicines, etc., but I do nct know with what rCSl-llt. I do not
'%€ 10 g0 into this matter any more. The Medical Department will get more
PIOfit if there i proper and timely utilisation of the moncy allotted to it.

W O far as the Local Board dispensaries in the Mo!}]ssﬂ. areas are conf:crncd,
T Overnment should see that substantial subyenlﬂ)n is given to those dispensa-
® and there should be also provision of beds in those dispensaries.

The Hon’ble Shri MOTIRAM BORA : These have already been given.

Bo Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA ; Sir, there are many Local
Fir?;d dispensarjes where there is no bed. I may point out to the Hon’ble
not };lc > Minister that dispensary and hospital are two d‘fﬁjmnt thiegs. It may
attaclc Possible to make them full-fledged just now, l)ut' there may be some beds
o m 'ed to those dispensaries for emergency cases. With these words, Sir, I beg
Mas OVe my Motion that the total provision of Rs. 51,15,500 under Grant No. 17,

Jor head—38._ Medical, at page 102 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1, i.e.,
¢ amoup of the whole grant of Rs. 51,15,500 do stand reduced by Re. 1.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved is that the total

Provision Major head—38.—Medical
of Rs, 51,15,500 under Grant No. 17, Major h : ical, at
s g?%fs_l gz of the Budgct’, be reduced by Re. 1, i.e., the amount of the whole grant

1,15,500 do stand reduced by Re. 1.

FrienThe Hon’ble Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA_ : I\rffl‘. Speaker, Sir, my hon,
Sir. «.? Srijut Bhattacharyya, has raised the question of X-Ray plant at Gauhati.
dDr’lg SSterday it has been stated in the House that the service connection will be
1 hol‘-\e a month or so and as soon as 1t 1s done, I hope, it will start functioning.
referl,edthere will be no more delay in putting 1t 1n working order. He has also
Poor , 1o the cases of dispensaries, that the condition of those ch_spensarles 1s very
will bnd that in some dispensaries there is no Compounders.  Sir, all these points
warq l? taken into consideration., I shall. also remember the suggestion put f_or-
the g, Y my Friend, Shri Bhattacharyya, in other matters, They will also receive
Withq,. 2tion of the Government. With these words of assurance, I hope he will
4w his Motion,

e T B
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Sir, I beg leave of the
House to withdraw my Motion.
(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is:
“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 51,15,500 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on 31st March

1953 for the administration of the head—38.—Medical’.
(The Motion was adopted.)

GRANT No. 44.
(Loans and Advances hearing and mnot bearing Interest)

The Hon’ble Shri MOTIRAM BORA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the recom-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a sum
not exceeding Rs. 98,05,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
the course of payment during the year ending on 31st March 1953 fo the adminis-
tration of the head ¢ Loans and Advances *.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved is that a sum  not
exceeding Rs. 98,05,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on 31st March, 1953 for the adminis-
tration of the head ¢¢ Loans and Advances .

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have not moved any
Cut Motion on this Demand, and I have nothing much to say about other items
except the item of ‘Loans’ to Local Badies’. We find that last year a loan of Rs.
twenty lakhs was allotted as loan to Local Bodies. Itis notshown which
Bodies got how much, and even for the preceding year we do not get any idea
how these loans were advanced and recovered and “how the money was utilised
by the Boards concerned. Sir, the Local Bodies are important organs for the
functioning of the Democracy and decentralisation of Demoeratic Governinent,
but we find that many Local Bodies and Municipalities are not functioning in
the way they should have functioned. I make special mention of the Gauhatj,
Municipality, A few years back a sum ol about five to six lakhs of rupees was
advanced to this Municipality for doing some repair works to roads.  Sir, Gaubati
1S a premier town and defacto  capital of Assam. The way the repairs were
done appears to be most unsatisfactory. The water supply problem of the
Gfxuhati town is zlso most unsatisfactory, Ifany one goes out in the morning it
will be found that water jg being carried in water vans for being supplied to the
pt‘iople. It is really an unfortunate sight to see in the premier town of Assam.
Sir, recently there was a devastating fire not only in Gauhati, but also in Dibru-
garh.  Property worth lakhs of tupces were burnt down.  Sir, when the money
is being advanced to those Local Bodies or Municipalities, T would like that
these Bodies should have purchased fire brigade 1o fight fire. Recently in the
University Colony at Gauhati there was a fire. The Fire Brigade had to he
brought from the Railway Colony, asa result of which by the time the Tire
Brigade reached the scene of occurrence, the houses were already burnt down.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question of Fire Brigade has not come
for discussion. = So how can you speak about it ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Sir, as I have already told that T am not

moving any Cut Motion, My point is to draw the attention of the Government
to this important aspect of the question,

e’

o
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It cannot come under discussion now.

The House stands adjourned till 1 p.m.

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned till 1 p.m. for lunch.

After lunch

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my pointin raising
this discussion on this Motion was that we could not discuss Local Self-Govern-
ment under any other head. When we advance loans to local bodies it is
necessary that we should know that the money has been adv;}nced to proper
persons and for proper purposes. Sir, as I said, tlu_:se ]Uf,‘al bodies are the most
Important oreans of Democracy and, therefore, Isaid, Sir, that such scrutiny
should be done before advancing money to the muni.c:lpal I‘)odxes also; i

Another point : I would iike to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister
to the fact that in too many of the municipal bodies there will be election very
shortly,  Clertain municipal boards were superseded, one such board s
Gauhatj. ., . :

The Hon’bie Shri MOTIRAM BORA: These are not relevant to the
Demandj Sir.

__ The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Hec seems to be labouring under the
d1lﬁculty that as regards Local Self-Government there is no head.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Yes, Sir, that is my difficulty.
The Hon’ble Shri MOTIRAM BORA : There is a grant under which

there iy a head “Contributions to Local Bodies”.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: DBut we cannot discuss Local Self-

over
frnment as such.

G

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Youcan discuss it under other heads,
a Mcdicai, Veterinary, €tc., —that so much money has been granted for
lifri.. 20ard dispensaries, sO much for veterinary, and so on. Ifully realise your
: 'ﬂlcu[[y’ but at the same time the discussions are not relevant to the demand,

I'Ion=shri HARESWAR G_OSWAMI: 1 z}pprgciate the difficulty of the
§ ble Finance Minister. But at the same time if we are to confine ourselves

ead the discussions become very much restricted. We cannot bring in
Matiers which are very important at the present moment, e.g., election
ocal hodies, which will not come under any head. So, Sir, when we
“Loans and Advances” we have a larger orbit of discussion and can

r feelings on this subject also.

n
Lo the |
discygg
Beoutroy

you ':filllle Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I appreciate your remark, butI hope

van esist from speaking on anything which has no bearing on ¢‘Loans and
CES”

(Shrj Hareswar Goswami resumed his seat.)
The Hon’ble Shri Motiram Bora rose to reply.)
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The Hon’ble Minister need not reply to the whole range of discussions, but
confine himself to the points relevant to the Demand,

The Hon’ble Shri MOTIRAM BORA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my hon.
Friend, Mr. Goswami, the Leader of the Opposition, wanted certain informations
from Government. As you said, I would reply only to those points which are
relevant to the Demand.

Mr. Goswami said that we had provided about 20 lakhs of rupees as loans
to local bodies for the rext year, but we have given no information asto how
this money would be distributed and to whom. For his information I should
say that it is not possible just at present to indicate which of the Local or
Municipal Boards will be the recipients of this loan. The amount is being
provided in the Budget as a lump sum provision to meet the demands for loans
that will come in the course of the year from different local bodies. Therefore
no information can be given now which local bodies will be recipicnts of this
loan. But the amount provided, »iz., about 20 lakhs of rupees, isa big  sum
considering the state of our finances and our heavy deficit.

Next, Sir, my Friend wanted to know how the last year’s money was distribut-
ed by this Government. For his information I can tell him that the money was
given to different Municipal Boards,—2 lakhs to the Tezpur Municipal Board for
improvement of communication and water supply, 2 lakhs to the Nowgong
Municipal Board for improvement of communication and a few lakhs—I cannot
give him the exact figure—but about 3 to 4 lakhs, to the Municipal Boards of
Sibsagar and Golaghat for improvement of water supply. The loan that has
been given to the Gauhati Municipal Board during the last 3 or 4 years comes
to the neighbourhood of 16 lakhs of rupees for two distinct purposes, viz., (1) for
improvement of communication and (2) for improvement of water supply. _So
far as the first part is concerned, the work has been completed by the Municipal
Board and the repayment of the loan has fallen due. As a matter of fact, the
Municipal Board is paying the kists, though not very regularly, but not very
unsatisfactorily also. As for the other part, viz., improvement of water supply
in the Gauhati town, the work for providing a big storage tank for water,
providing big and powerful machinery for lifting water, the works for laying
out pipes, for fitting them and taking water to the consumers—all these works
are being undertaken by the Public Works Department and after
the Public Works Department has taken up these works, the work is also going
on not unsatisfactorily and if everything goes according to the plan, we hope,
the work can be completed within the course of next year.

So far as repayment of the #is¢ for this loan is concerned, that has not yet
fallen due because we have not been able to complete the work there,

The third information is about Karimganj  Municipal Board. That
Municipal Board was given a substantial loan by Government. For the
information of the hon. Member and the Hon’ble House I may say that so far
as repayment of this loan is concerned, the Municipal Board is making some
default and the Board has also diverted a good part of the loan to some other
purposes for which the loan was not meant. The matter is now under considera-
tion. Government is considering what appropriate action should be taken
against the Municipal Board concerned for diverting a good part of the money
for other purposes. These are the informations that are at my disposal. .

So far as the granting loan to these local bodies is concerned, this is being
done after a good deal of scrutiny. Assoon asa local body makes a demand
for certain purposcs, the matter comes to the Local Se]f-Gover{nmen!; _Dep'flrtment
and utmost care is taken to see that the loan that is given is 'ut{lls'ed for the

urpose for which it is taken and that the loan is necessary, Sir, it 1s the duty
of the Government to come forward to the help of the local bodies ~whenever
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and wherever possible. In all such cases due consideration is given to prayees
for loans. When the money is decided to be advanced, Government also sees
that there is ample possibility on the part of the local body concerned to
repay the money, Alfter taking all these things into consideration the loan 1is
advar_lced. Therefore, my Friend may rest assured that the advance of such a
loan is made after a good deal of consideration and scrutiny.

Sir, with these observations, when there is no Gut Motion, I move that
my Motion be accepted by this House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :
: “That a sum not excecding Rs.98,05,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on 31st March
1953 for the administration of the head—Loans and Advances.”

(The Motion was adopted.)
GRANT No.9

(18-B and 68-B Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works)
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: We l
abOU‘. ﬁVC items,

The Hon’ble Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the
J recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, .1 beg to; move that
4 sum not exceeding Rs.20,30,900 be granted to defray the charges which  will
come in the course of payment during the year ending oD 31st March 1953, for
the administration of the head +¢18.B. and 68-B.—Navigation, Embankment and

Drainage Works®.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :
Rs.20,20.900 be granted

have only about twelve minutes for

to defray the charges
1ding on 31st March
68-B.—Navigation,

= “That a sum not exceeding .
which will come in the course of payment during the year el

1953, for the administration of the head—18-B. and
Embankment and Drainage Works.”

GOIL: I beg to move that the total provision of
GO eg S_ 18.B. and 68-B—Navigation,
be reduced, by Re.1,
reduced by Re.1,

Shri GHANAKANTA
Rs.20,30,900 under Grant No.9, Major head

: Embankment and Drainage Works, at page 28 of the Budget
i.¢., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.20,30,900 do stand

By this, I want to raise a general discussion,

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: That is all right.
speak on the Motion.

You have no time tq

Cut Moti d:
otion move No. 9, Major head—

isi Grant
“ That the total provision of Rs. 20,30,900 under ( Nosat page 28
18-B. and 68-B.—Navigation, FEmbankment and Drainag¢ Bo8 1oty (:)1;

. the Budget be reduced by Re. 1, ie., the amount ©
4 t RS.20,30,900 do stand 1‘CdLlCCd ]JY Re, 1.
ge and lost.)

~ag a question before the Hou

(The Motion was-P"

Py I_-.mn—" mi ." lf‘ l o = ' ;
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then I put the original Motion.

E’?‘%qgle:t;i?nlizot exceeding Rs.20,30,900 be granted to defray the charges

ok -ﬁ come in the course of payment during the year cnding T 315t.Mairch

‘iv9hsl?‘i “ir':)r the administration of the head—"18-B. and 68-B.—Navigation,
Embankment and Drainage Works.”

(The Motion was adopted.)
GRANT No. 33
(56.—Stationery and Printing)

The Hon’ble Shri RAMNATH DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the recom-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a sum
not exceeding Rs.9,23,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
the course of payment during the year ending on 3}st March 1953 for the
administration of the head—*‘*56.—Stationery and Printing™,

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :
¢“That a sum not exceeding Rs.9,23,000 be granted to defray the charges

which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on 31st March

1953 for the administration of the hecad—56.—Stationery and Printing.”

(The Motion was put as a question before the House and adopted.)
GRANT No. 4
(9.— Stamps)

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Mr.

recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam
sum not exceeding Rs. 82,400 be granted to defr

the course of payment during the year ending
nistration of the head—9.—Stamps’.”

Speaker, Sir, on the

I beg to move that a
ay the charges which will come in
on 31st March 1953, for the admi-

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

_ “That a sum not exceeding Rs.
which will come in the course of pay
1953, for the administration of the

82,400 be granted to defray the charges

ment during the year ending on 31st March
head—'9.-=5tamps,”

(The Motion was put as a question before the House and adopted.)

GRANT No. 37
(64.— C—Pre-partition Payments)

The Hon’ble Shri MOTIRAM BORA : M. Speaker, Sir, on the tecom-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I heg to move that 2 sum not
exceeding Rs. 50,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1953 for the admi-

nistration of the head—64-C,—Pre-partition paymghe local,

¥
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 The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved:
__““That a sum not exceeding Rs. 50,000 be granted to defray the charges which
will corne in the course of payment during the year ending 31st March 1953, for

the administration of the head—64-C.—Pre-partition payments’.

(The Motion was put as a question before the House and adopted.)

GRANT No. 27
[50—Civil Works (excluding Tools and Plants and establishment charges)]

The Hon’ble Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the recom-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a sum
not exceeding Rs. 3,15,08,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
the course of payment during the year ending on 31st March, 1953 for the admi-
nistration of the head—*50.—Clivil Works {Excluding Tools, Plants and establish-
ment).”’

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved:

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,15,08.000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in course of payment during the year ending on 31st March, 1953
for the administration of the head—¢50 —-Civil Works (Excluding Tools, Plants
and establishment). *’

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: I am not going to move the Cut
Motion. My Friend Maham Sing will move his Motion.

'_I‘he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Half a minute.

Shri MAHAM SINGH: In that case I do not want to waste my Motion.
I do not move it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Then I put the question.

The question is :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,15,08,000 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on
31st March, 1953 for the administration of the head—50.—Civil Works (Excluding
Tools, Plants and Establishment.)”

(The Motion was adopted.)

GRANT No. 38
(XLVIA—Road Transport Schemes—Working expenses)

The Hon’ble Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the recom-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a sum
not exceeding Rs. 44,88,600 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
the course of payment during the year ending on 31st March, 1953 rfor the adminis-
tration of the head—*“XLVIA.—Road Transport Schemes— Woking Expenses,”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved:
‘“I'hat a sum not exceeding Rs.41,88,630 be granted to defray the charge
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on 31st March
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ooy t Schemes—
1953 for the administration of the head—XLVIA.—Road Transpor
Working Expenses,”

i GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : I beg Y el
Provissli);: of Rs, 44, 88,600kr1ndt]:£- G;il;: alfg.agiSéslgiag?rt ot c§u(;3€t= G .reduced
Transport Schemes—Working Exp

d
by Re. 1, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 44,88,600 do stand reduce
- 1, i.e.,

by Re. 1.

The object of my Motion is to raise a general discussion.

In this connection, I do not propose to go into aIllthe eads Sﬁ?oillvil}:?cflu?;
heads of this grant. I propose to confine myself _only Pt enerally said,
covered by the Shillong-Gauhati-Pandu Road. Now, as g

ir  bellies,
the Directorate marches on its head and the workers mgrcthaﬁ? ortth?;stem fv’c
If we go to apply this dictum to the running of the road transp :
see b

g ookln el S e e
is concerned, I have already stated something an 10 no Al iAW Ok e
on this. I want to say a few words with regard to the emp oyegs apc S e
the State Transport. I do not know whether the Station uperinten ttravcllin
part of the Directorate or of the cmployees. At any rafe, herg ’?‘ SOItT}llc Staliog
allowance to the officers—Rs.5,000. It is reported tha.sif{mﬁlgq’c.’ said eto be used
Superintendents are provided with State cars namely, A A 18 aMinister for
by the Station Superintendent, Jorhat. I hope, the Hon’ble

Transport would enlighten us whether the State vehicle is being run by the
Station Superintendent,

With regard to the wor
torate, if they do not feel 1i
cannot expect to attai

kers and employees of the Organisation and the Direc-
ke one team, if there be discontent and suffering, we
n the ideal result; because not only the orders from the top
but also the willingness of the workers from bot_tom are necessary f‘or an efficient
administration, Now, if we compare the working condition and facilities of our
State Transport Em

ployees with the facilities of the employees of the Commercial
Carrying Company which was the predecessor of this State Transport, we shall

find that the condition of our State Transport employees are far worse. I shal]
only cite a few instances. The scale of pay of the Drivers under fhe Commercial
Carrying Co., was Rs. 40—5—125. Here in the State Transport it is Rs.45—5-—
100. The Handyman under the Commercial Carrying Co., used to get
Rs.20—240, 1p (he State  Transpost they get Rs 22—} 28. The

Chowkidar or Peon under the category under the  Commercial Carrying
Co., used 1o get Rs, 30—1—50, in the State Transport they are paid.
Rupees 22428 ‘and so on. Then under the Commercia] Carrying Co.,
ce concession at Rs, 8 per month for the workers, They used to

Per seer and Da] at
State Transport i

As. 3-6 per seer; but here in the
1 no such concession js given to workers, With regard to
cave also, we see that the Commercia] Carrying Co., used to give more leave
with pay  than Sate

Under the Commercial
Pay on Sundays apd
such allowance is given. No bonuys
onus equivalent to 2 monthg’

:  Carrying Co.,
for the workers in the

Carrying Co.,
other holidays.
‘ is given by the
Pay used to be given by

I There ‘were some other facilities provided
time of the Commercial

! Carrying Co; no such facilities
are  provided by the State Transport. There were  Provident Fund
facilities under the Commercial Carrying Co. ; but no such Provident Fund
facillties have been given by the State Transport, 1In addition tgo this, there are

going on various kinds of harassment on the workers specially on the workers of

State Transport, By
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the lower grade. Moreover with regard to their leave, on many occasions they
do not get leave due to them in proper time. I cite one instance. The Govern-
ment has decided to take over the (3auhati-Palashbari-Goalpara Road. Some:
employees of the State Transport have been asked to opt for the line. Many.
who opted were not taken in and many who did not opt were taken.

I do not want to go into many more details. My purpose in citing these
instances is to show that there are reasons for which the employees are disconten-
ted and the Directorate of the State Transport should see that these legitimate
grievances are redressed and that the employees under the State Transport
are not worsened than the employees under the then Commercial Carrying
Company, because only if they are better treated will they show more interest
and more willingness to contribute their mite to make this State Transport

Organisation a success.

ch I want to speak a few words is with regard to
petrol under “running expense.””  Sir, in the.days of the Commercial Carrying
Company, there were petrol pumps both at Gauhati and at Shillong. Asa
result, they used to get commission perhaps to the extent of Rs. 2,000 per month,
but now under. the State Transport, there is no petrol pump at Shillong. Sir,
the State Transport Organisation’s montly consumption of petrol amounts to
about 17,900 gallons and as such, if it is halved, it will come to about 8,900 gallons
from Shillong point ; but since journey from  Shillong is mostly downwards,
let us take that the consumption of petrol will be a bit less in the down journey.
So even if we take it at only 8,000 gallons, our State Transport up till now
are losing. about Rs. 1,000 per month ia the shape of commission for this

petrol.

Now, another item on whi

Then there are also other things. As I have already said, because vehicles
are of various makes, in the: matter of stores, tools, spare parts, etc, for the
various: makes of cars more expenditure is being incurred in that connection
also. I want tostress this point Sir. There are also certain deficiencies and
shortages. For example, at Gauhati so far as the stocking of stores etc., is con-

cerned, it is not properly done.

The Hon’ble Shri RAMNATH DAS : How does the hon. Member
know that it is not properly done ? :

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : If I' am allowed the
time, Sir, T can furnish full details in this connz=ction. I have got a very big file
about these things and I can give the Hon’ble Minister the details.

The Hon’ble the:SPEAKER: No, no, we need not go into that.

Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Then, Sir, with regard
to holidays. Whereas under- the Negotiable Instruments Act workers and
employees get 28 days’ as holidays plus other public holidays like Sundays,
New year’s Day, Good Friday, Christmas Day and so on, here in our State

Transport the workers are given only 16 days, holidays. With regard to the

treatment of the Directorate to the lower strata of officers and employees, the
less said the better.

With these tew words, Sir, I comment my Motion for the acceptance of the
House, ' : .
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‘ 3 the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved : :
"I“hg I;Iotl;eb lfotal provision of Rs. 44,88,600 under Grant No. 38, Major
T‘}Q'.aLVIA-—-Road Transport Schemes—-Workmg Expenses, at page 255 of
ggag]:aget be reduced by Re.l, ie., the amount of the whole grant of R5.44,88,600
€ 2 . EH
do stand reduced by Re. 1.

’ble Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, as regards
th a'ﬁl;fmlgr?:l of a car to the Transport Superintendent at Jorhat—Car No.ASK.
66?1,-—-1 have no information, but I sha]] enquire of the matter,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER Is it not necessary for checking ?

The Hon'ble Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA : It may be necessary,
Sir, but, as I said, I shail enquire into the matter,

Now, as regards the wages paid to the workers of the State
inform the House that it is higher than that lajd down under th
Act. o

Transport, I may,
€ Minimum Wages

Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: May we know, Sir, whether

it is higher than that used to be given by the Commercial Carrying Company ?

The Homn’ble Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA - Yes, Sir, in some cases
it is. Butl have not been able to examine all cases.
Now, Sir, as regards the Pay given to the Lower grade workers, drivers of

the senior grade get Rs. 45—100 and Jjunior Rs. 30—45 5 conductors—senior
Rs. 45—060, junior Rs.30—40 ; handymen Rs, 29 to 28. That is their basic pay

scale and over and above that they also get the trip allowance : for a car the rate
is Rs. 4 per trip ; for buses it is Rs, 9 per trip and for lorries, Rs. 3 per trip,
And in addition to that, they also get dearness allowance, the monthly rate of
which is thus : for pay between Rs.22—35 the rate is Rs. 25 ; between Rs.70—

.45 ;  between Rs.221—450, Rs.50 and
- subject to the maximum of Rs, 50. :

nees and trip allowances were received also by
¢ Commereia] Carrying Company or whether
the i . : ; pany

Se are newly lntroducedr and if there ig any increase, what is the rate of

The Hon’hl Shri
the tota] emolume ars SIDDHINATH SARMA :

s On the average it comes to from Rs. 100 to

et Rs. 3 to Rs, ¢ . :
ger day as basic w:{?ganté]q third grade ghcchanicy Lects REMIER nq Rs. 2-12

Shri HARESWAR GOswa .

Does the Minim : I
to Road Transport employees also ? mum Wages Act apply
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The Hon’ble Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA : It may not be.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: This set of workers are different and in
their case this Act cannot be applied.

The Hon’ble Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA : It may be taken as a cri-
terion.
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: This should not be a criterion,

The Hon'ble Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA ., Asregards the appointments
in lines which will be opened with effect from the 1st of April next, the officers
and employees who are in the employment now and efficient will be generally
employed there. Those who are efficient and willing will be taken in, but it has
not been finalised as yet.

As regards, running expenditure of petrol pump, my Friend suggested that
there should be a petrol pump at Shillong. It is not necessary because the
vehicles draw petrol at Gauhati tor both ways, i. e., for coming up to Shillong
and going back. Creation of a petrol pump will only mean additional expendi-
ture.
As regards number of holidays, I shall examine the list and shall see
whether I can do anything in this matter.

Another point is that thereis a persistent demand for bonus out of the
profit derived from operation service. Government do not accept the principle
of employees sharing the profit of State enterprises, in view of the fact that the
entire profit goes to the benefit of the tax payers and not to the individuals, There-
fore, the principle of giving bonus cannot be accepted

As regards the suggestion made by hon. Members to reduce the expendi-
ture, it is the desire of all to reduce unneccessary expenditure and try to make
it a profit able commercial concern.

Wich these words, Sir, T request my hon. Friend to withdraw his Motion.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: I am sorry, Sir,I cannot
withdraw my Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The questionis:

“That the total provisions of Rs.44,88,600 under Grant No. 38, Major
head—XLVIA .—Road ‘lransport Schemes—Working Expenses, at page 255
of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1, i. e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 44,88,600 do stand reduced by Re. 1.

(The Cut Motion was negatived).

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: The question is thata sum not exceeding
Rs. 44,88,600 be granted to defray the charges which will come '}n.the _course of
payment during the year ending 31st March, 1953 for the administration of the

head—XLVIA —Road Transport Schemes—Working Expenses”.
(The question was adopted).

GRANT No. 19
(40—Agriculture)

The Hon’ble Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHAUDHURY: On the
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, T beg to move that
a sum not exceeding Rs. 54,09,500 E.JC granted to defray the charges which will
come in the course of payment during the year ending on 31st March 1953 for
the administration of the head—*‘40—Agriculture.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved:

““That a sum not exceeding Rs, 54,09,500 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on 31st March
1953 for the administration of the head—40—Agriculture’.
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Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that
the total provision of Rs. 54,09,500 under Grant No. 19, Major head—40—Agri-
culture, at page 133 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1 i.e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs. 54,09,500 do stand reduced by Re. 1. : \

Sir, 1 am moving this Cut Motion in order to raise a general discussion. 1
will not speak on thisas my hon. Friend, Shri Radha Charan Chaudhury, will
do so.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

““That the total provision of Rs.54,09,500 uncer Grant No. 19, Major
head—40—Agricuture, at page 133 of the Budyet, be reduced by Re.l,i.e.,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs 54,09,500 do stand reduced by Re. 1”’.

Shri RADHA CHARAN CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to say

something in support of the Cut Motion moved by my hon. Friend, Shri Ghana
Kanta Gogoi.

In Agriculture expenditure in item

(), I have seen that allotment for 1952-
53 is shown as less than th

: € current year’s allotment. This deals with irrigation
projects. When the coun

try mainly depends on agriculture and in Assam v -
know that prospects of a

griculture depends on the whims of nature, I cam
understand why the expenditure on ir

rigation works should be decreased. 1.
would have been better if some more money was allotted for this purpose.

In item No. (j) —Other charges—which deals with seeds, plants, etc., the
allotment _here also is lessin the next year than in the current year To give
proper facilities to cultivators, the expenditure on purchase of seeds and plants,
etc., would have been more welcome jif the amount would have been greater
than the present allotment made in the Budget.

Morcover, we  always. see that seeds and plants which are distributed
to cultivators are supplied ulrimately when the actual cultivation season is over.
So, I want to draw the attention of the Government to see that these things,
seeds plants, etc., are supplied to the cultivators timely.
untrained, have beeq o P2820da, we have: seen that some laymen, most of them

e €en appointed to do this work ; but our villagers do not care to
Il;ezter e oe lyopaganda work done by these officers as the cultivators know
The cu]tilvam:;l}:;\;itlgrnt t-amd bezte_r qualified than these demonstrators or officers.
Idraw the attentioy :F till”leexpgnence of the field works than these officers.  So
proper training for the e vernment to see that these officers are given

One of the most

_ important factors of
agricultoral loans to cultivators, I Hsis

possesses a periodic patta land, he

griculture is the system of granting
[n t;ﬁs system we have seen that if a c}t}xltivator
culti : Is allowed to get agricultural loan, whereas a
tﬁétlv:gtg;cug)ﬁ:Z;SIEg annual . patta land is no?allouged to have the same. If
cultivators for rodan o Meant, for giving help to the agriculturists or
made. Whethml? onuctlon of food, then this discrimination should not be
is the real © Possesses Periodic patta land or annual patta land, he

Aloet If any security is needed for the loan, it should be
ment that when 10;1nsy on tbc produce, etc, I therefore suggest to the Govcrﬁi
be given to the deserv?;e SVen to the agriculturists or cultivators,they sh'?)gic
patta holder or 8 Ppeople, irrespective of the fact that he isa peri

annual pattg ibal cultivators
Apcmostiiannie] ar lfoldersh()]der. We have seen that the triba

The Hon'ble Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHAUDHURY: For
the information of the hon,

Member 1 may say that the question of agricultural

loan does'not come under the Grang under discussion. This comes under Land

Revenue.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: You need not discuss these things under
this Grant.

Shri RADHA CHARAN CHOUDHURY: Then, Sir, I come to another
point. Cultivation is affected by floods, wa ter-hyacinth and other pests. There-
fore Government attention is invited also to fight out these evils so that the culti-
vators would not have to face such damages on account of flood, water-hyacinth
and such other pests. Though it does not come under the subject of agriculture,
proper embankment and drainage should be made in most cases to save the
agriculturists from being surrounded with those pests and to help them to produce

more food.
With these words, Sir, I resume my seat.

Shri JOGAKANTA BARUAH : atadiz @iy yeziwd, @2 ¥ FebR
AfTatsM  2Pre T wNtg 8 A B e | A @ed 9 sawie g
577 Beifer slaed Ofe 9y b1 @fbee %712 AFiR e, S 7 a8 &t b=
@5 Fiads T F(EICA @AiLeg, ©fF I T8 5IFRT 4N @A Il | fow
@firm), 9 @8 AN 496 AT TG IS 95 AN B yedl czg | et

T e Atz IOl 9T FTS TA |

QI O, A ortdT R 2rat o, 291 49 e o a2 TR
AT @3 ol Sofed TRzffas fies vfkeg, 92 I eolgel  afeate
soica AR B 435 Fi9aca SR, Stz FARTEar ore 436 FEE
fepn o3 Beifs za 1 @ oolte, @ @I I fRetin Fked @ w1 _qa =23,
©f 137 SitslE  frsteln FIEIAT AFAT (30T (181 4395 = ) dfere g dim Ive
T (e Beffs e wafs W i ordi A AR fre? qfesw Az,
alt fags dfewes o 39 4ita @ F Fevl AFEE 9600 9w, 98-
e Qi wEnatat g9 T Bfet Fiacd cFiem sfF w2l datmt” fr T=im
+f9 @talca | gates @fem it @ 4% FtTecs WA b9l Experiment @tz
495 T (207 GCAFA 4FI-7%5A A0 AN AT FEI7 (20 AT ISy
TS atefreada $a1 | sace $f¥9ta, F9Ire e Al 2ie faf 3fie
aats 5IFIca Afsq wiffs sia At @ftsitale 496 FfFraceced o0 2 it AT
FioTS 417 [ RS 20z (12 ABF Ciawicas M TAceeed | T2 ARITAHE
Bifiy wHTats IR TS @2 Gl (Afers AFAw @it e @i @iz srece

cAfs Faie Beifzs Faia fea @fbts @t fwea |

sl fi5s, Tila 3iere 2o 5% ¢ oltg @ siEcs FRE aitdE, abdfe
wifit 771 fCINtE 9ite RfRatE dtzts g 9, ERRaTs  F TS, e
aifc TafkEls Qf5 AfFitd 23 | 5IF13T ©1%9 49 ¥y ST (@ FMCA TS i
B S Slaeddtes B Tafimies aita e Affacaicetes | ST siEica ifEem
S5t BT UAIT 20m @B BAM | @ SAGRa cota fowca T2 HRATADF ALty

Ffacan |

ey ACehTA, T fEpele weEs wied il Atbwsla e AfFice =3
gEeld FIACIR 26T 1 TR[lQ FECIR 28T, qiBcy Beodiww FAlA Fealt sy
il @ 2RE 02Tg qe FfY 1 @ TR T FIAG GIFE FET | TR Gy
<031 pATICE €2 [Eare) 5% aifd frg 7zl e Ttz Bfdm 1 339 92 Fivs
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JAPIT | AT TS 79 M2 4fadicss atma W6 txm| q@ Sige crdt
itg (T 47 72T T2 fFET St =T =A% 9599 ST A1 A7 giwg 7 cdfS aif%@b,
CIICNT GIF 4701 C20R | 3707 o7 o1 a7 @ititq AAwice @ Gl dfs za1 @2
CAfS FTICTF FTF 209 Uil T SlEeT Atwica | g ateTe T (FIE Al
CIfST eATS ST 7 w2Retw cifos s @t & 4T b (SIS

CURIT 63 AR IF ata fFir | 92 pawiaw 9qCAty T Ate @2 RIS
TIF AFAT ARMT I |

RTINS, 2 AN T3 3t 9 = fFetaith cifor= at2em Solwtas e ©fF
FIITA At 5T Bl 17 aiea, @i a3 7 (TZB AT @tet qpican ofF FHEI-
RS SACF AT FE TS 4545 i 3@ @t sfFca |

Maulavi MD. UMARUDDIN :
the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture ha
culture. Sir, I want to make it clear t
solve our problems. Not only we sho

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am glad to find that
s provided a big sum of money for Agri-
hat mere provision of huge sums will not
L uld provide money, but we should have
the proper machinery for implementing various schemes for which money is
provided. Sir, there are certajn fundamental things in agriculture, the most
important of which is the supply of seeds, and the next is manure, Then other
things like irrigational Projects, scientific investigation, etc., come next. In this
country our cultivators are extremely backward and they are following the same
old method of cultivation from time immemorialand no attempt has been made

to make them follow the modern method of cultivation. At the same time the

acity has been reduced While our population
ds the yielding capacity of our land is going in
check further deterioration it is the bounden duty

; the land i 1 7 t only to increase
TG e e T nd is properly manured not only to

5 - increase over-al] production in such a way that it
can keep pace with the ncrease in population.
Sir, for seed multiplication I find in the year 1950-51 a sum of Rs.i4 lakhs
was S{Je?tﬁthgougll a sum of ahoyt Rs.10,000 was provided, In the year 1951-52
?&)il;r:;tgal sz'ed rlakl}g \i\{as ‘Pent. Ido not know whether this money was spent
amount of mon:uh B gatmn- As far as my knowledge goes, Sir, a considerable
actually not for ze gs cen Spent on seed multiplication, butI say that it is
multiplied at al] eb_mulflphcat;on, it is for seed de-multiplication. Seed is not
been spent on thi ', 1 have good’ reason to say that all the money that has
o Id been properly utilised. If the modne_y liid
inni ozn ROt see how there could be shortage of seeds in the
%ﬁ%ﬂlﬁgﬁ’gﬂt%ﬁ;!&ear £ at the time of communal disturbancesg in our Province.
1950 and we broun[C f Mm.ls':e" visited our district in the month of De cember
Vators: That e gf't] to his notjce the urgent need of providing seed to the culti-
DD Secdlea alf& er the great Communal trouble. The fields were got ready
food could be gro.\,mS ?hresult, thousands of bighas of land remained fallow. No
one ? How has th s here has the money—the provision of Rs.14 lakh
: d .t buy s - uoneybeen Spent ? Could not there be any arrangements
made to Ilcjiy seeds from Private soyrceg ?  Had there been timely supply of st_acds
there would not hav.e b_een this terrip)e shortage of food which we are now facing.
I approached the District Agricultyre Officer several times and told him about the
urgent need of seed, but nothing was qope Sir, Aus is grown on a large scale
in our District. But for want of seed. it could' not be grown properly. Is this
the way we are going to solve the Problem of food. shortage ? When the seeds
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are ’reqmre.d,‘ Goyernment cannot supply them. What guarantee will the
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture give that seed will be made available
to the cultivators in time ? It is a scandal, Sir, that when our villagers are in
urgent need of seed. the Government cannot supply the necessary seeds. Even
when they are available they are found to be sterile. Often they are found
not to have germinated. So the poor villagers have lost all faith in all seeds
supplied by Government. Sir, the next question is about compost. In the year
1951-52 a provision of rupees four lakhs sixty-two thousand was made to give
compost bonus. This year it is only three lakhs. TItis also found that a sum of
rup}::.cs one lakh has only been spent in paying bonus to cultivators for compost
making.
The Hom’ble the SPEAKER : You have got only three minutes more.

Maulavi MD. UMARUDDIN : Now, Sir, this is a very important ques-
tion. We can improve the yielding capacity of the land by making compost on an
extensive scale and using them on the lands. Our cultivators are poor. T'hey can-
not afford to purchase other kinds of chemical manure. They can be easily taught
to make compost and use them on an extensive scale. But here again, Sir, no
proper propaganda has been made by Government. May I know from the
Government what the Publicity Department is doing ? Is it not the duty of
Publicity Department to tour in the interior and give demonstration to the cul-
tivators about the method of preparing and using compost in their land. They
should not only accompany the Hon’ble Ministers in their tours and take down
their speeches and photographs, but they should make extensive tours in the
interior villages and teach the cultivators about utility of making and using
manure. Sir, in the Budget we find that the Publicity Department is going to
be made permanent. There is no mention of so-called activities of the Publicity
Department, The people do net get any real service from the Publicity Depart-
ment. It should be the duty of the Publicity Department to go and entht_:se
the people and educate them about the necessity of Growing-More-Food which
is a great problem, Now out of this four lakhs only one lakh has been spent.
What is the reason for the balance of rupees three lakhs not being spent ST
I welcome the various schemes under the Agriculture Department.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Your time is up.

Maulavi MD. UMARUDDIN : Sir, water-hyacinth is another menace
to the cultivation of paddy. But we we have seen how in West Bengal steps

are being taken to make manure out of it through compost making. Sir, we can
turn this monster into a friend, if we take proper steps to make compost and
prepare manure out of water-hyacinth.

With these words, Sir, I take my seat,

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI : May I speak a few words, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No.
The Hon’ble Shri MAHE tNDRA MOHAN CHAUDHURY : Mr.

Speaker, Sir, I am grateful to my hon. Friends who have put forward suggestions
as to how we can improve our cultivation and solve the most naughty problem
of food. -But I do find difficulties to agrec with many of the arguments
advanced by some of the hon. Members. My Friend, Shri Radha Qha.ran
Chaudhury has regretted that this Government has rf:duced the grant on 1rriga-
tion. Thisis not a fact. Government is trying their utmost to irrigate 'Ehe land
and to make people more independent of the fnature. With that end in view
we have also the major irrigation projects in the Public Works Department
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Budget. The provision in the Agricu]ture_Budget is only for minor irrigation pro-
jects and they are mostly on self-help basis. Government contribute only part of
the cost, and I believe the amount provided in the Budget will be sufficient
to meet such enterprises. ‘The major irrigation projects have already been voted
by this Hon’ble House. Thope the Public Works Departmen would do their
best to sce that these schemes are fully implemented. Then regarding seed it
has been regretted that provision has been reduced from that of the last year.
This might be so, but it has sufficient reasons. My Friend, Jonab Umaruddin
Sahib, described it as a scandal and said that Government failed to supply sceds
to the cultivators in time. I do not agree with him. Sir, Assamis a land of
agriculturists. Almost everyone of this House and about 95 per cent. of the
population of this State come from agricultural families. We are all
agriculturists by birth ; everybody more or less has some
sort of agricultural occupation. And, therefore, Sir, I do not see any reason
why Government should undertake the responsibility of supplying seeds in the
ordinary circumstances to the people. We are growing paddy since the time of
creation and what is the necessity to-day, in the year 1952, for this Government
to supply paddy seeds to the argiculturists? I do not find any force in this
argument. We should inspire and extend mutual help among each other.
If somebody by accident or by reason of any natural calamity loses his paddy,
nis neighbours are there to help him. We must teach the people to rely
on themselves, and stand on their own legs. Without asking and persuading
ther: to do so if we come here and deliver speeches condemning the Government,

does the hon. Member believe that we shall increase our food production
thereby ?

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : May I know from the Hon’ble Minister
in charge of Agriculture whether the Government have any seed multiplication
farm and whether from that farm seeds can be purchased? [s it not the policy
of Government to supply paddy seeds to the people from this farm so that the

yield increases? If he leaves everything to the agriculturists, then his portfolio
should go.

The Hon'ble Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHAUDHURY : There are
places in our State where the people did not grow Ahu paddy. For instance,
in_the districts of Slbs?gar and Lakhimpur and some parts of the district of
Darrang the people did not grow Ahu paddy in the past and so we had to
supply them with Ahu seeds now. Can that be a sufficient reason for every
one to demand Ahu and Bao paddy seeds from the seed multiplication farm ?

Then, Sir, Mr, Chaudhury stated the some Jute Demonstrators have been
appomted, wh(o do not possess any technical qualification. I also agree with
him to a certain extent. We have shifted some of our experienced demonstrators
to the grow-more-food campaign side and therefore some new demonstrators were

aPIil’;iixrlltged-o The_y]weI:. given some sort of preliminary training and they are
cat n with the jute mulitiplicati : PhEiae
may be that the work of J ulitiplication propaganda in the villages

.0l some of them may not be as satisfactory as we want it
to be. My hon. Friend, Mr Umaruddin Sahib, has stated that mere provision
in the Budget does not grow more in the country. I should go a bit further and
say that mere speech-making in the Assembly does not grow more; (4 wvoice :—
From both sides). If we want to grow more, we must go to the countryside,
meet the people and give them proper advice and guidance. I am grateful to my
hon. Frirgnd tha!t he has volunteered his services for making propaganda in_the
villages with a view to grow more food. I am glad that he has offered his services
most willingly and T will utilise them whenever necessary.
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About compost-making propaganda, Sir, he has condemned the Publicity
Department of the Government of Assam for not doing anything in this behalf.
I do not hold any brief for the Publicty Department, but at the same time I can
tell may hon. Friend that if the Publicity Department has done anything, it has
done the compost-making propaganda in the State. They are publishing many
brochures, issuing statements and persuade people to make compest. My hon.
Friend has cajd that the subsidy given for compost-making has not been fully
untilised. But who is to be blamed for it ? We have got a programme, we are
asking people to carry on compost-making in the vlllages and telling them that
whatever they do, we are prepared to give them subsidy. It is up to the hon.
Members, who fee! that compost making should be done in our country, to see
that the entire amou:t that has been provided in the Budgetis fully utilised.
Government efforts alone are not sufficient, something more is needed.

Then, Sir, about the Golakganj Seed Farm I can tell Mr. Umaruddin Sahib
that it is not doing very bad. Of course, 1 am not fully satisfied with the working
of this farm, but I must say for his information that the farm is not doing very
bad, In the year 1949-50 the acreage under Ahu was 12, Sali 8, Bao 20,
Arahar 1, Sugarcane 1 and Jute 7. The total production was:—Ahu 85 mds.,
Sali 301 mds., Bao 101 mds., Rahar 2 mds., Sugarcane 15,000 setts and Jute 17
mds. This year the acreage under Ahu is 20, Sali 25, Bao 10, Acrhar 10, Mati-
kalai 10, Mung 4, Peas 3, Gram 4, Masur 3 and Wheat 2, and the estimated yield
is as follows:— Ahu 250 mds., Sali 500 mds., Bao 250 mds , Arhar 80 mds.,
Matikalai 125 mds., Mung 45 mds., Peas 30 mds., Gram 50 wmds,, Masur 30

mds. and Wheat 25 mds.—total 1,385 mds.
Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN: What is the cost ?

The Hon'ble Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHAUDHURY: Rupees
24,614-5-0, Rs.17,579-5-0 recurring and Rs.7,035-0-0 non-recurring.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Does the hon. Mover press his Motion ?
Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: No, Sir.

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn )

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: T he question is :

«That a sum not exceeding Rs.54,02,500 be granted fo defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on 31st
March 1953 for the administration of the head—40.—Agriculture”.

The Motion was adopted.)
S GRANT No.13

(29—Police)

The Hon’ble Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg toigogg t}t}he
a sum not exceeding Rs.1,05,43,600 be granted to defray the charges which W?lti

come in the course of payment during t_hf: year ending on 31st !
the administration of the head “29 —Police™. 8 March, 1953 for

The Hon’ble the SPE%.KEII'{{: Motion moved :

¢That a sum not exceeding $.1,05,43,600 be granted to defra
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending oz 3tih;; i}&arges
1953 for  the administration of the head—29—Police”, arch,
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= WAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to suggest that
.. Shri HAR]_E‘.SWJ;LRh Gt%see motions it would be ]’Dctter if the one standing in
instead of mOVH{gC?%l i ;Kanta Gogoi, which secks to raise a general dlsc_ussmm
;c?; I(l)ir:(f OfOst’t}:;:‘ Mz:nbﬁfs can take part in the debate. That will save time.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: As you like,

shri NTA GOGOI : I beg Sir to move that the total provi.
sion Z}lrll{sGF(ASIfLAEI %%% under Grant No.13, Major head—29, _Policet at page 66
of the Budée% be reduced by Re.l., i e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.1,05,43,600 do stand reduced by Re.1. 35 |

The object of my moving this is to raise a general discussion.

Tke Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved is -

“Tﬁat ?}?c teotal provision of Rs.1,05,43,600 undey Grant No.13, Major
head—29,—Police, at page 66 of the Budget be reduced by Re 1, i.e., the amount
of the whole grant of Rs.1,05,43,600 do stand reduced by Re.1.”

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARY)L_’A: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I take this
opportunity, while supporting the Cut Motion moved by my hon. Friend,
Mr. Gogoi, to declare unequivocally lhgt_I am and have always been against ter-
rorism whether committed by any individual or any group or by the police. My
intention in standing to support the Motion of Mr. Gogoi is to draw the attention
of the House and particularly the attention of the Hon’ble Chief Minister
to the terrorism committed by the Police of this Pro
this State. While I was talking that day on the general administration, I wag
referring to certain observations made by an ex-Judge of the Calcutta High
Court and at present a Senior Advocate of the Supreme” Court. At that time,
the Hon’ble Chief Minister very rightly said that it would come under the
Police Budget ; so T am referring to it now.

In one point T seck your protection and also ruling,
question now. On several occasions in the past on the floo
the exalted and privileged position of the Chief Minister, the Hon’ble the Chief

inister referred to certain documents alleged to have been the documents of the
Communist Party I have disowned them again and again, I beg to submit
that if the Hon’ble Chief Minister wants to make the documents a subject matter
of this discussion here, T think it is proper on his part to place these documents
on the table here and to appoint a committee of this august House tgo enquire info
the truth or otherwise of the documents. - Because we know of Zingviey docu-
ments. The Political history of that document is that it ig forged and concocted
The document which was delivered to the Chief Minister by the Police must be
a forged one. My point is, that unless the document is placed on the table that
cannot be 3 subject matter of discussion, On this matter I seek your protectig
As we have already said, the Police in the North Bank of Kamrup arrested aboﬁ.
two thousand persons and they were kept detained not on an order of tile‘ Magi :
trate but of the Police, . They were being kept in the Premises of the Nalbgls."
College for several days. I think, this was a AL

case of illegal detention and th i
r 1 1 1 e
Superintendent who let that campaign himself admitted in 5 press statemeIr)lcz]Htlce)

the P. T. I.—Reuters that out of the total of about two thg
about one hundred could be detained, the rest might be relelai:zgdall)'fe(;'p]iil?er::sted
tion. That shows the amount of half-heartedness on the part of the Police Ff‘garg-
ing the fundamental rights of the citizens. They were mostly arrested {mde;
section 17(1) of the Criminal Law Amendment Act. This Act was declareq
ullra vires of the Constitution of Indja by a full Bench of the Madras High Court
in V. G. Row’s case. The Calcutta High Court also declared it ulrrg vires of the
Constitution. Of course the Assam High Court has not yet

as no given any decisiop,
on this point. In our law courts however, we are guided by the rulings of other

vince against the people of

I am putting that
r of this House from

e

[a 4
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High Courts also. Most of these people who were arrested under this law were
released after some months.  As a matter of fact in case of most of those no case
was filed even ; those who were brought for trial were brought in batches in
hundreds. When people come in hundreds to Court, how these accuseds could be
properly looked after ? Even when they were in jail costody, the G.I. D.,—
Deputy Superintendent of Police, Tanu Ram Dutta, sent a note to the jail that
some of them should be sent to the Reserve for police investigation. Accordingly,

these under trial prisoners were taken away to the Reserve. They were interro-

gated in a manner which I do not want to describe. Many were groaning when

they came back. That kind of interrogation were made on the prisoners ! After

the interrogation, I requested the Doctor at Gauhati to admit one of the persons

groaning seriously, but the Doctor replied, to the effect—I am very sorry, I cannot

oblige you for this night. I may give him aid next morning ; because he may

file a case against the police which may bring serious trouble on me. This

is how the political prison-rs were treated. These things happened not only in

Kamrup district, but also in other districts, Sir. If those who are really terrorists,

those who are really dacoits and murderers are brought for trial and given

punishment, everybody will welcome it. But because Government cannot tackle

the problem of thefts, dacoities and murders, a large scale operation is done

against the people. That is surely not befitting a civilised Government. Sir,
we had been taught by the Congress itself to fight against injustice. We are not
new to the Congress. From the age of 12 I had been a Congress worker and had
been to jail twice at least as a Congress worker. We were taught by our Congress
Jeaders to stand against injustice, to stand against illegal laws, to stand against
any kind of detention without trial and our leader Pandit Nehru said that a
Government which depends itself upon detaining persons without trial, has no
justification of existence. This he said as President of the All-India Civil Liberties
Union. But our Government unfortunately is doing contrary to all the teachings
and traditions of our national movement.

Now, with regard to the police investigation—how police arrested innocent per-
sons and detained them, I beg to cite a few instances. One Shri Nalini Kumar
Misra of this Shillong Town, who is a College Professor, was arrested on the alleged
ground that he was an organiser of the S. F. and C. P. I. whose aim is calculated
to overthrow the present Government. Here I will give in original what the
District Magistrate has said, that the object of the C. P. I. is calculated to over-
throw the present Government. I say, Sir, if any Governmentis sought to be
overthrown, then it can be done so by non-violent means as well as by violent
means and when the Government itself did not say that the G. P. I is bent upon
overthrowing the Government by »>_he cannot be detained. 1

“‘yiolent means’’, :
th the C.P.1, heis

can tell the House that this gentleman has nothing to do_ wil ¢
iates himself with this Party. Even

neither 2 member of the G. P. I. nor assoc : I
then, he was arrested and detained. It is only after an intervention by His
Excellency the Governor that he was released and even after his release he was
again interned on the very same grounds.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: You have exhausted your time. Please

resume your seat.

The Homn’ble Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI Mr. Speaker, Sir, in this
inform the hon. Members of this House,

connection I consider it my duty to r . :
1 public outside, under what circumstances

and also through them the genera cir ta
Government had to take measures to protect the people, the law abiding citizens
of the country against the lawlessness and acts of violence that have been commit-

ted by certain anti-social clements, some ill advised youngmen with an adventurous
spirit under the guidance of the Revolutionary Communist Party and the
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Communist Party of India. As you know, Sir, . this Communist
Party always have two wings for  their operati-ons.‘ One side  carry
on their under-ground activities, under cover of the other side carrying on the
open activities. It is known to all that the motive of the R.C. P. I. and the
G. P. 1. isfor capturing power, by over-throwing the Government by means of
violence.

Now, Sir, 1 desire to give an idea of the nature of crimes committed by the
Revolutionary Gommunist Party of India as well as the Communist Party.
On the 13th February, members of the R.C.P.I. armed with sten guns and revol-
vers carried ‘out a series of outrages on unarmed and innocent people of Tihu
under Barama Police Station (Kamrup) in which they killed the Manager of
a Marwari Firm-in committing dacoity, burnt the Post Office failing to break _the
safe, looted rice mill in the bazar area, gutted the Circle Office destroying
fevenue records, looted another Marwari shop injuring inmates, _altacked two
other shops and decamped with valuables, burnt down the Inspection Bungalow
and set fire to the Congress Secretary’s house. If the Congress Secretary,
merchants, officials and other  victims had not taken cover, there would have

been more deaths due to the useof fire arms used by these anti-social
elements,

On the 13th July 1950, the Communists carried out a dacoity in Sorbhog
area in which’ nine partymen had been arrested. Within a2 month the Commu-
mists interfered in the peaceful celebration: of the Independence Day at Sarupeta,
pulled down the National I° lag in the meeting and created a disturbance. By
putting the women in front they sought to resist the police with impunity and
they indulged in rowdism in the Patacharkuchi area.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA ;: Whether this was done
by the R.C.P.I. or the Communist Party, Sir ?

The Hon'ble  Shri BISUNURAM MEDHI : On the 12th October
1950, the terrorists murdered Gudu Mahajan in Nalbari, a man noted for his
public spirit and helpfulness to the police. On the 24th October 1950 they
! ~ 20,000 in  an armed hold-up of the remittance of Doomni Tea
Garden: On  26th March 1959 Gangadhar Sarma was shot dead at Bangora
at the time of presiding over a Jocal meeting. On the 28th May 1950 the
‘mates of Dighalicyc hj Satra had a narrow escape from them when the stock
of Paddy was looted. The granary of Dhola Koch of Delopara (Pal:?.sbarx)
was }Oqted. On the _o¢h June 1950, the house of Mukunda Mahajan '?f
Abkiari (Chaygaon Police slation) was attacked with deadly weapons and h"?
stock of paddy wag carried off. Some shopsin Barduar bazar and Bashbari

azar were looted and clothes and other articles worth thousands of rupees were
taken away, Merchants were attacked and relieved of their cash and other valu-
ables. On * 16th October 1950, Bhabadhar Chowdhury of Garubari (Palasbari)
lost property worth Rs, 15,500 to the Communist dacoits. A Marwari merchant
gost h1s‘ life  and property in Atharikhat in Mangaldai., In three cases
in Kalaigaon and Paneri “political’® dacoits dressed in khaki uniform robbed well-
tf)-do_men. . There have been cases of arson and intimidation also.  Similar
situation existed in the Goalpara district also, The resources of the terrroriststs
can be gauged from the fact that the police have recovered the inajor part of
their arms and ammunitions in Lower Assam operations totalling one machine

gun, five sten guns, one rifle, twenty-four shot guns and ammunitions counted by
thousands,
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: So, Sir, on account of lawlessness and terrorism let loose by these irrespon-
sible anti-social elements throughout the country, Government had no ether
alternative but to prepare themselves for all contingencies, and to round up these
terrorists all possible precautions were taken.

; Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Ona point of information,
Sir, are these terrorists members of the Communist Party ? If so,is there any
proof of that ?

The Hon’ble Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI: These operations were
started with headquarters at Nalbari, but after these operations were done in the
South, some of these people escaped and got themselves mixed up in Nalbari
area. A Magistrate with first class powers was spccially deputed to look after
the arrested persons and he examined each case separately, and on the merits
of each case he either released or sent them to FHajot and he visited different
places where the police was going. A temporary lock-up was established for
the convenience of the persons who were arrested. From the documents -seized
by the Police, the location of arms and ammunitions and names of persons of
the Revolutionary Communist Party were revealved, and only those persons who
were connected with these affairs were arrested

As far as my information goes, a Medical Officer of a Civil Hospital was
deputed and the Inspector General of Prisons deputed one Jailor to look into
the interest of the persons arrested. The Deputy Commissioner of Kamrup
used to pay visits. The Magisirates examined the cases properly and he
exercised his judicial powers in releasing or remanding these persons and such
detention was not done under the direction of police. There cannot be any
condemnation on the floor of this House regarding the persons who were kept

in lock-up as undertrials under orders of a Magistrate.

According to the official list, number of persons arrested is 517, but my

Friend said that 2,000 persons were arrested. He was describing the incident
of Nalbari and said that 2,000 persons wecre arrested. In support of this he
gave out some press statement. That was a fake statement. A paper like

Statesnan should not have given publicity to such statement.

What were the firearms used by them ? Single barrel and double barrel guns,
ge amount of arms and ammuni-

sten guns, ctc. and in seven different places a lar

tionngCr:: recovered. Party documents, leaflets, pamphlets, booklets and records

were seized from defferent places. From these, names of the persons were
ho were found to have been coerced or

llected. ' “Some ‘ofthe ‘persons” ¥/ < a
co oin this movement, Were released on giving

d by show of violence to ] g . st
forced by nue to take part in such activities. This

i i ti
undertaking that they would not con :
shows that Government Werc always anxious to release persons who were found

i and Government would not keep a man a single day more in the
}‘;;}%ﬁc?;it was found that his presence would noct1 Jeolgs_ardme with the peace of
the country. A large number of them gave un grta ing. Asa matter of fact
they were found to have joined _tlns‘ party under th-}:reats’ chiat i sliven
would be in danger, given by anti-social elerr_lerlllls. enever undertaking was
iven, Government released them. Somc:iz3ﬁ ot_ these persons Were-of course kept
Onder detention in case there was sufficeint stong grounds justifying such
detention. In such cases, the grounc’s fm}i thefreplﬁgerétauon and connected papers
are placed before Advisory Board consisting of a g Court Judge and two ather

be appomted High Court Judges. The members

-sons who are qualified to ) !
oflsothc Advisory Boayrd sometimes interrogate them and make their
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recommendations. In cases in which the Judges pass order recommending deten-
tion, they were detained and in other cases where they make recommendation of
their release, they were released.

The hon. Member said that that interrogation was done in the lock-up or
Police Reserve at Gauhati. This is a news to me. There is no case in which
these persons were taken to Police Reserve at Gauhati for interrogation.

He said about injuries to some persons, He makes this statement after
about two years.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: I wasan eye witness, Sir,
when I was an undertrial.

The Hon’ble Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI: When he mixed up with other
convicts, he committed an offence under the Jail Manual.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: The Hon’ble Chief Minister
is making an insinuation. I was an undertrial at that time and I was in the
general barrack.

The Hon’ble Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI : He should not have made
such a statement that jail doctor refused treatment of injuries alleged to have
been sustained by some undertrials,

I do not think there is any properly qualified physician who would ‘have
refused to give the treatment. That statement is an afterthought and made for
the purpose of propaganda here.

I will just cite other cases, why Government had to take large number of
Civil Police and other Police Forces during the Sibsagar Operation. Sten Barua
who was caught in Nitaipukhuri area was about to fire his Sten gun on the
Police party and others when an outsider jumped on him and succeeded with
the help of police in overpowering him. They used sten gun and others arms
not only at the time when the Police was not there but when the Police went
to arrest them. It will be, I hope, realised that we have to deal with such
dengerous persons armed with fire arms.
On 1Ith October, 1950 Anil Roy, Mohonlal Mukherjee and a few other
R. C. P. I. members were hiding in a house at village Dharia under Bordubi
Police Station of Lakhimpur district. Police received information and surrounded
the house. Sub-Inspector of Police, 'Girijja Mohon Das, first saw one of the
R.C. P.I. members entering that house and no sooner he proceeded towards
the house then he was fired with Sten gun and Rifle and was killed on the spot.
In an other case also one Boloram Basumatari, an important R.C.If.I. worker
of Beltola in Kamrup District, opened fire towards the police while he was
traced at his shelter at Rani Hills,  These are the persons against whom we have
to carry on our operation, and we feel that all necessary measures were taken
for the protection of the lives and liberty of the citizens. Magistrates, doctors,
the Deputy Commissioner used to go there on duty, and also the Inspector
General of Police himself used to go there to control the operation of the Police. -
Under these ciricumstances, I submit that there is no Justification for this
Cut Motion and I hope the hon. Member will see his way to withdraw his Cut
Motion,

Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI : Sir, in view of t‘he statement made' by
the Hon’ble Chief Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Cut Motion,

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn)
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I then put the main Motion,

The question is: “‘that a sum not exceeding Rs.1,05,43,600 be granted to
defray the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year
ending on 31st March, 1953 for the administration of the head—29.-Police’’.

(The Motion was adopted.) ' st

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 1-30 p. M., on Frida the 28t
March, 1952. ! Y, the 28th

SHILLONG 3 R. N. BARUA,
The 26th Fune, 1952, Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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