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DEBATES OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY, 1973
Thursday, July 1973

The House met at ten of the Clock in the Assembly
Chamber, Dispur, with Mr. Speaker in the Chair.

Mr. Speaker— Under rule 30 of the Rules of Pro-
cedure--and ..conduet.-of -Business in “Assam” Legislative
Assembly I hereby direct that the Question Hour be
suspended- to-day: ' '

Obituary References

© Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, (Chief Minister)—Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I cannot express in words how deeply overwhelmed
with grief we have been at the sad death of our estee-
med colleague Shri Joy Bhadra Hagjer. Sir, our sorrow
becomes still deeper when we remember the crucial mo-
ment when he was taken ill at the closing of the Question
Hour yesterday. He was about to make his statement
clarifying certain points in-regard to the ‘Replies’. Sir,
at that moment he was taken ill* and then our friends
had to remove him from his seat to outside the Assembly

House. Before leaving ‘the seat he just pointed out with
his hand to the statement that was on the table in his

front and could utter to his friend Mr. Tanti “the state-
ment” meaning that he had to make a statement and
that was on the table. He could not make it. Mr. Sps-
aker, Sir, subsequently Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, Minister
for Parliamentary Affairs read out the statement on his
behalf. Just on the eve of his leaving the House, when
he was seriously ill, he was not forgetful of-his duty, he
was even at the '‘crucial moment thinking -about his
* Speech not corrected.
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statement that he had to make. Sir, we remember the days
we were working together: for establishment of our rela-
tions . between the_hills and plains. .

He was a devoted. worker. and. in many, critical hours
we found how calmly and ably he could provide solutions
to. many, complicated: problems: pasticuiarly. withs the> pro-
blems: relating:: to: Hills and: more s particulasly,  relating,tos
the: North* Cachar. Hills': and:: Mikin: Hills.. Sir, he: was:
respected by all of us. He was respected.and.loved. noti
only by the Memberss ofithis House; buticwas equally loved
and:respected. by. all ' with: whom: he had..the occasionn te
come:! inwcontact; patticularly, the. Hills- people.. He:wasz
a.very popular figurer we.still. remember. when he:started..
answering: a. question.in the. House, he: started:. with a smile.
and . finished. the answer. with.a. smile, He.had: great. qua--
lities.. of ~head. and..heart and. he worked. for. the. welfare.
of.. the. people.of . the entire.. Assam, more parsticularly, for:
the: people: living. in .the. Hills. . He.was a.bridge between .
the - Hilis-and - the plainss: As-=a: Minister, ;as. a. Member,
of.: this- Legislatuce- and as a. leader. of the: Hills. peeple.:
his:contribution: for - the maintenance - of integrity  of. the:
staté of Assam- and particularlyy for-keeping the: North
Cachar Hills' and Mikir: Hills within Assam- will be- ever
remembered byi the -people:of ‘Assam: We.'have: been pco- .
rer' to-ddy at hisvdeath; This ' House;: the= Cabinet: and
theé  country. have~lost: a- devoted: socials worker, . a« great:
parliamentarian and: a politician. Particularly: at a:time-
when” we have ‘been trying our ‘ best to - brings about social
chiange * of ‘our: economic: condition :in the state,: his: help. .
was: very .much: needed, Butithém:frail human being as:
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Obituary References 3

Wwe are, we cannot prevent what the Paovidence wills.
We can only follow the spirit of devotion and sincerity
with which he worked amongst ourselves particularly in
the Hills, and we hope that though he is no more to-
day with us his spirit will continue to guide both the peo-
ple of the plains and the people of the Hills and it will
be quite possible for us to work for the integration of

~the State and bring about economic progress of the coun-

try. If we follow his example that will be the best way

of remembering him and showing respect to the departed
‘soul.  Sir, on my behalf, on behalf of the members of

‘the Cabinet and on behalf of the people of Assam I

convey my heartfelt condolences to Mrs. Hagjer and
other members of the bereaved family, :
Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : Mr. Speaker. Sir,
‘when the heart is full words are foll. To-day we are
meeting in an atmosphere when words fail. Not only I
mourn the death of our great friend Shri Hagjer, I envy
his death, the way he died in harness,. Particularly “the
last “words,--the very last word which he could utter 'is
just a leason to all of us, I was told by my friend Shri
Tanti who was near Shri Hagjer that the last words that
he uttered was not ‘God’, not ‘Bhagaban’ or ‘Allaah’ or
‘Khuda’ but the ‘Statement’. That statement mean, he was
ready with a statement to be given to this House, that
is to say, ' to the people through the honourable House.
Fhat was his allegiadce, that was his devotion .and that

was his ‘God’ and that was the last word that he utte-

red ‘the Statement’, that is to say, the duty, the mendate

of the people. To ‘this he ‘was awake and alive to the
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last moment. I wish we can omulate the same spmt the
same devotion. Sir, T had the fortune of kncw ing Shri
Hagjer not only since 1952 when we came together into
the House but even earlier from the year 1935 as follow
student of the same college. He was a brillient student
and yet he was the mildont, the most modest of the fri-
ends I know. His modesty often wont to the extreme
point, almost to a fault, and this modesty was also seen
by the members of the House in the House, He ‘was
always smiling, brief, precise and to the point and over
everything else he had a fine sublime sense of humour,
He was a man whe disarmed everybody by his sweet smiles,

He was one of the finest gentleman I have met. He
has met his death in the way he took his phllosophy of
life, Sir, my memory goes back to a day of 1952 when
we were sitting together in the lounge of Earle Sanato.
riun at Shillong. There we were discussing the philosophy
and in the course of our talkes the question of death
also came. Mr. Hagjer said well ‘Mr, Btattacharyya’

what is the effect of deathy Deatd is only a stage of',

life and he recited a portion Trom” Gitd s—

RIRTARRG 39 itz @WRe @R B3 |
oYl (2% difs— w9 g )

Sir, I didnot know till that day that Hagjer was gﬂso
so much in the knowledge of the highest philosophy of
this Country. I know him to be a student of English
literature but I didnot know him to be a man of such sub-
limity and. as a matter of fact, from that day onwards
my friendship almost transforms tnto roverence with this
silent and modest man., It is, therefore, no wonder that

o
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the man get his death as he dreamt the death, for he
took the death only a stage of life. Sir, at the time of
last breathing he could remember only one thing, i, =
the ‘statment’ which he was to make., We express our
grief and deep-condolenes to the members of the berea-
ved family, Sir, everybody goes and everybody comes

‘the life and takes to another stage, Let us take a pledge

that the mission of love and friendship, the mission of
living together, the mission of live and lot live be our
future strive and that will be g proper homage to the
departed soul, With these words, sir, T on behalf of
myself as well as the Hon’ble Members of this side of
the House associate with the feelings expresscd by the
Leader of the House.

FENMNT QY 2— Ty W TR, i Fifer fagte u)
fe 4%l mEe witwry ey HRIZ e aw, wnifis, wee woiza
AP ATzt | WeHIfe® «od oty T qieAsia
fore VT ARG o=t corrandy i T 7 3T B e |
Wit AR @fonl wfen sfims e <1497 1 339 o2 w7
(SIUCT 2Z31T w1 sjqate GiRETe? e gf w2 efal | @2
MO FOiwg i admi TIE AT Aqe-centy  sweifs
TZfC oNF ST qiew (CTAOT A 750fq wifem g Iqefag @fs
S W 9 famsy 3637 i | TR @l qifael, seg Jtfarel-
(OTIST AfITA (Brawy @%@ qqiiq Afe N wRey Ffaw  wire
T AT AAC-COANT @7 Wit Azl 3 IR (eraey Wi
I WIAC 2| @B e erpg RRNECN G r RN
A TS Iy, WMo cordey wg WE . fouify otg  wire
ST 853 et a1, (T CNF78Y sAfqreter wwcamad
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oiStal oE (erte «fF o el T Rues Tty @fe she
ARl AFee] Fiaw Ff0e | FT9 I Srdey 2fe T3 (g
N E e 0 B o M I Nl o i (O I e o i e B R R
wml T2 (TR ITOI AFIA Tifeed ) B

Eife 5w AT s— TfAHIE HOF Wz, TINET SIETT
B oy AN s Ko T 0 1 B 7 (Ao L T ) ) B 3 )|
z e | St Fma fF 9T wgEie, WA ofd A0 @RS,
(AT ORI oy S ) - 101 7 A 1 O 8 2 O 2 Y 472 I C O -3
dfqfeer | oI (SCAeT goI© @ @3 AWAT A2F  EINIG e
SEE RIS BN B CERRCI I G B ORI MR £ 140 b (& A
TR I Za o @bl AfFmde, «d «bl dfezifag . afFmds,
& AES cerdey I[efT zmeel wifY @fe . @rared z AEied |
(ST @Bl FreeR) wmag o9l, «F PiseRl sRanas A9l Sifefe
oiE (SIS fufafien wfta @@ Bip A9l weny @f, @@ b s
seenisy @fs f§ wxigens W Rz @2 CRE IR (w8
sreforsl el Roie T wte fRfes | i =#7=g A9e. <1
coatag #zfs wiE @77 3yl w6r2ecs (A% A R Sie
7 (erde wAag ffem A5 oA w%aq, wEAg fAp o3l FRwhRg
ol tafes, Aifes. atgfes @t SIs sfefee ) iy 43 AR
@ CREre  ZNEY CiEdiEg WS SN WO 2'd ) (el
sl Ttz (wyEiE AE, A7 TEET FEUY @ oife fa.Snized (e gﬁ
otet, TEUT @S 7 «Ftars], B! (4T3 o S5 SIATT AT~
<2 IR ofmre Teized (7 AR el 7 aifewl afen
53 (OTAey WATLE wrifefuE (efdt (vrdew Ffefaral @ (vivw
G FIA-ATE, A WiF (AiE A9 GNiRD Ay wifed | @fers)
atre, @fers! e fifvats F91 (©Ied @se. sitaisal #fafer
cofeai? wmifie 3 oY 832 fufedt | ©iF fPoe cerdey #ne
Fratfiel 39 Swts e ARG Atfed | @2 awae witfyr Fw
f wifarel cetdte A5l eI Ueq fhers fukl wwiRy fHift
aifafenr  cefeql siifr  fagaid WY A el cerds® IR
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A SfFR Rl v Aifem | w3 (qie faew TR o), 43 Gid
" AR AT Awn AeEY e ol e et o cerasd
Afata Azang s AR w3l SrE oiey e
WA f53 WMfer At es@i@e es3e endsl saiiel |

Mr. Speaker : I associate myself with the sentiments
and sorrows expressed by the Leader of the House and
other leaders of verious groups on the demise of Shri

Joy Bhadra Hagjer.

Shri Hagjer was born in 1914. He has the credit of

becoming the first graduate with Honours in English in
his Sub-division in the year 1938. Although he served for
one year as Assistant Jailor he left that job and became
a Maujadar to relieve his old father.

Shir Hagjer was arrested under the Defence of India:
Rules in  December, 1942. After release he lost his job

~and Joined I. A. F. in Administrative Service in the year

1944, TIn 1947, he Ileft that job He contested as an
independent candidate and was elected to the Assam

Legislative Assembly in 1952. He was also nominated_ as a

member to the North Cachar Hills Autonomous. District
Council till his appointment as a Parliamentary Secretary
of the Government of Assam. .In 1956 he was appointed
as a Deputy Minister. He was re-elected to the Assam
Legislatie Assembly in 1962 and was appointed as Minister
of Education in 1967. In 1972 General Election ‘he was
elected to the Assma Legislative Assembly and was app-
ointed as thé Minister Incharge of Live-stock and Vete-
rinary, Jails ann Minority Affairs tiil his death,

Shri Hagjer was an embodiment of simplicity and he
had a strong faith in Social Service. He associated
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himself with verious Social and Educational Crganizations
of the State. His amiable disposition, kind heartedness
and good behaviour received great admiration and respect
from all sections of the people.

To-day, Shri Hagjer is no more with us. This noted
personality passed away at 12-15 hours on 18th July, 1973
in the Gauhati Medical College. In his death we lost a
true patriot and a prominent leader. We offer our con-
dolences to the members of the bereaved family.

I would now request the Hon’ble Members to rise
in their seats for 2 minutes as a mark of respect to the
departed soul,

( The members rose in their seats and observed 2
minutes silence ).
I new! propese ‘to adjourn the House sine-die. Does

it have the ‘consent of the House ( voices—Yes, yes.)
The | House sstands - adjourned sinc-die.
ADJOURNMENT

The House then rose at 10°30 A.m and stood adjc-
urned sine-die. ' "

Dispur Shri P, D Barua
The 19th JuIy, Secretary :
1973 Assam. Legislative Assembly
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OFFICIAL REPORT
PROCEEDINGS' OF THE ‘SIXTH SESSION OF “HI
ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ASSEMBLED
AFTER THE FIFTH GENERAL:ELECTIONS
UNDER THE DEMOCRATIC REPUB-

LICAN CONSTITUTION OF
INDIA. "

- The Assembly metat 10 A.M. in the Assembly ' Cham
at Dispur (/Gauhati) In 29.11.73,

PRESENT :

Shri Ramssh Ch. Baruah B. L. Speaker in the chair with 10(
Ministers, 2(two) Ministers of State and 82(eighty two)memb:



