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Proceedin.gs of the fifth of the Assam Leg:slative
Assembly Assembled after the 5th General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican 'Constitution.

PRESENT

- Shri Ramesh Chandra Barcoah, Speaker, in the Chair

12 ( twelve ) Ministers, 3 (three ) Ministers of State and 95
Members.

STARRED

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

( To which oral replies were given )
Date : 15th June, 1973
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Starred Question No. 153 was not put as the Hon’ble
Questioner was absent.

Re : State Dispensary

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury asked :
# 154, Will the Minister, Health be picased to State—

(a) Whether it is a fact that while discussing demand
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Minister in course of h1s reply assured that a State

Dispensary will be set up at Sontoh under Boko Ass-
embly Constituency ?

by If so, whether the Government has taken necessary‘

steps. for construction of the dispensary building on

the land donated by public and handed over to the
Government ?

Shr Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health) replied ;

154. (a) and (b) The Govt. has decided in principle
and P. W. D, has been requested for submission of
necessary plan and estimates.

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury—Whether it is a fact that

the then Minister concerned Shri F.A. Ahmed had.

passed an order thata primary health centre be loca-
ted .at Sontoli ?
Shri Chatrasing Teron, (Minister, Health)—Yes, it was  so.
Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury—Whether. Govt. . -set -up
the primary health centre ? ‘
.Shri Chatrasing Teron:(l‘vﬂnisi-’:r, Health)—As there i_s- no
State Dispensary we are o proceed with the establish-

ment of “a State Dispensary first and then a primary

health centre is to be established.

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury—When the Govt. will
construct the building ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health)—Sir,” I 'have al-

ready informed the hon’ble member that we' have!
requested the P.W.D. to furnish us with necessary plan
_and_estimate so that we can accord necessary: approval,

e
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Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury—May [ know from the
Minister, P.W.D. what has been done in this regard ?

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister, P.W.D.)—I am not aware
of it.
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Shri Girindra Chandra Choudhury—Will the Minister, Health
give us an idea how far he has been able to reduce
the gap between promises and fulfillments in respect
of establishment of the State Dispensary referred to
in the question ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health)—Whatever we have
promised, are in the plan and we are trying to implement
it accordingly.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—What is the concrete plan in
the mind of ‘the Government in respect of estabhshmg
such dispensaries in the State 9
Shril Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health)—I have indicated
the norm or the basis of which “we propose to g0
ahead. But at the same time I ‘éan ' 'also say that
during -the- 5th- FivesYear Plan we = afe proposing to

establish more State dispensaries) to cover greater
number population.
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Re: Reconstruction of State Dispensaries

Shrimati Anandi Bala Rava asked ¢

e 156. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government is aware of the conditions of
the Dispensary buildings and doctor’s quarters of the
Krishnai and Dahela Majjakheli State dispensaries under
the  Goalpara Subdivision ?

(b) Whether it is a factthat these dispensaries deserve
due consideration from the Government in respect of
dismantling and reconstruction in accordance with the
typeplan ?

(c) If so, whether Government have any proposal to

dismantle them and construct newly ?
Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health) replied?
156 . (a)—Yes.

(b) and (c)—Government will consider the question of
reconstruction of these State dispensaries in order of
priority as soon as fund position permits.
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Shri Dulal Chandrd‘ Barua—In States like Maharastra,

Gujrat and some other States in the maiter of cons-
truction they have a certain plan. The Minister has
stated’ that the Govt. of Assam is walso planning to
construct or reconstruct dispensaries in a phased fmann-
er. Do Govt.. have any construction plan.?

Shri Chatra Sing Teron (Minister, Health  &.- F. P)i—

I have stated . already _that we are planning an
approach in that line, and as soon as our proposal
for reconstrucuon or lmprovement of the old dispens-
aries is approved or it is included in the plan we
shall be naturally going ahead.

el e S YRt aels doda Ged w@r WP

quaie | (4 Dispensary efee wvq wia (odl F¢id & 496

. sifipedl Gle¥l x| e, W@ wziw wiws & Lecal

Board @@ Bi#l A4iGrsq zite @ie #o wirg |- «® i
MFA @2 Plan g yazm 7w fowl saw R
amﬁ cﬁ‘i‘i (A T)—AH, OBl e e T




14 Questions 15 June

Starred question No. 157 was not put and answered as the
hon’ble member was absent. .
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Re : A. P, S. C. Examination

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed asked ¢ :
2159, Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the A. P. S, C. conducted an examination in
language Stenography recently ?
(b) If so, whether the examinee raised certain objections
in connection with a certain answer “script ?
(c) If so, what are these objections ?
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replled‘
159; (a)—Yes. 5
(b)—Yes, three examinees represented to. Government on
this matter ;
(c)—They felt that there might be some mistake either
at the time of tabulation of marks or through- oversight.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed—Sir, it appears that there is a
printer’s devil in this question; In (b) 'my question
was “Whether the examinee raised.......”It was examiner
and not examinee. And because of this printer’s devil
the answer may become quite different. I did not
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Shkri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, we expect that all infor-

7 “mation relevant to the questions should come forward
from Govt. Here the Minister is avoiding all the
questions. Sir, we want protéction from you in this
regards:
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Re : Furniture for Assembly Hostel

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked
#161. Will the Chief Minister, be pleased to state—
(a) Which Department is responsible for purchase of
furniture for the Assembly Hostel 2
(b) Whether ‘the bill for ‘those furniture has already
been paid ?
(c) If so, what is the total amount spent for the furm-
ture supplied to the Assembly Hostel at Dlspur‘?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied ¢

161; (a)—It is the concern of the Assembly - Sectt
make arrangement for supply of furniture

to

for .the

he
73
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Assembly Hostel. Ho‘we\'r'e'r, at the request of the
Assembly Sectt., Government in'the ‘Genefal Admiinis-
tration Departmé’nt, took thérespbnéibility for making
the required furniture ‘at ‘Gatthati for “the Assembly
Hostel, now temporarily “housed in the 100 units' at
Dispur! Campus. "

(b) & (c)—Part payment to some of the bllls for supply
of furniture has only been,made for : the  present to
meet  the labour . cost and purchase of materials .

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, may>» I know, from
the. Hon’ble: ,Chief  Minister: Twhether; -Gevernment is
aware of the fact that the furniture which were supp-
lied for the Assembly Hostel were of .sub-standard ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief. Minister)—Sir, the final
bill has not been made. Final payment will, however,
be made on full verification and scrutiny with parti-
cular reference to approved specification.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, whether the G .A. D.
has checked up the furniture when they accepted
~ the furniture ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—Sir, . the furnit-
ure had to be accepted quite hurriedly because . the
Assembly was due to commence and the accomm-
odation arrangements were also to be made and,
therefore, these furniture had to be taken without
proper checking, :

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir,. may I kno'w from .
the Hon’ble Chief Minister whether . these furniture
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were supplied by a particular .firm or they were suppl-

ied by the Chief Minister’s most favourite Educated
unemployed. young entrepreneurs ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—Sir, as far as

I know;these, furniture, were, supplied by some firms,

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, ‘may I know the

'.names of | those firms who ‘supplied the furniture ?

Shri ‘Sarat Chandra Sinha, (Chief Minister}—Sir, the firms
are—(1) Saranjam Karyalayas, Gauhati’ (2) Hill View
Furniture, Gaubhati, (3) Group 'Enterprises, Gauhati
and (4) Pre-fabricated Timber Structure Industries, Gauhati:

Shri ‘Dulal Chandra’ Barua—May 1 know from the Chief
Minister whether any tender, any quotation was called
for ? If so. when? And as the Chief Minister has
said that part payment has been made, may I know
what is the amount already paid ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—1Itis not here,
I am not sure whether tender or quotation was called for,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—What is the amount of part
payment ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Ch1ef Minister)—It is also not
here; Whatever I have been able to collect is that
not more than 70% of the total cost has been paid. \,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Whether Chief Minister is

aware of the fact that full payment has already been
made ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)— As far as my

information goes, full payment h :
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Shri Giasuddin Ahmed —Sir, question (c) is clear and it reads
as “If so, what is the total amount spent for the furniture
supplied to the Assembly Hostel at Dispur.” So I do
not think there is any reason why these facts should
not be with the Chief Minister.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—As I have said
the bills have not been properly checked. Therefore,
the total amount to be paid has not yet been fixed.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua — At least the information regar-
ding the part payment ought to have been given.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—I appreciate that
the paticulars of the amount of part payment should have
with been me. But unfortunately it is not here.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—May I know in the
agreement whether there is power with the Govern-
ment to reject the furniture if found unsuitable and
below standard ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—I will have to
look into  it.
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Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Whether there is any
agreement ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—That [ have
stated already that I shall have to 1look into Iit.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Whether there was any agree-
ment ?

( No reply )

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, there is something
fishy in the whole affair. That is why I want to
get it cleared whether the G.A.D. when they called
for tender or quotation and accepted it made any
agreement; if so, what are the conditions included that
the Government shall have the power to reject the
furniture if found sub-standard ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—I shall furnish 7
all these information later.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Is the Government aware of
the fact that the firms mentioned by the Chief Mini- «

ster are not in existence ?
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha—Ishall look into it,

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, this question may
be kept pending,

Mr, Speaker—Chief Minister will make a statement.

Shrimati Renuka Dszvi Barkataki—Sir, if you allow the
Chief Minister to make a statement on this questiol

and if he agrees to do it that will do. Otherwise
et 18 e . i M O LV B e e



1973 Questions 27

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—I will make
a statement,
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Starred question No. 163 was not taken up as the
Hon’ble questioner was absent,

Re : Wholesale Trade of Rice and Paddy

Shri Probin Kumar Chorudhu.ry asked :

# 164. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(@) Whether Government propose to take over wholesale
trade of Rice and Paddy ?

(b) If so, when the Government propose to take o-er
this trade ?

(c) Whether Govarnment propose to ban sale of rice
and paddy by the producers to the consumers in the
rural market ? '

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied ¢
164. (a) & (b)—Wholesale trade in rice and paddy from
November 1, 1973 is under consideration.

(c)—Does not arise.

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury—Are the Government
aware that the cultivators sell their paddy in the
rural market and if so, whether Government proposes
to appoint wholesale dealers in the rural markets ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief -Minister)—That is a part
of the scheme. When the whole scheme will be
finalised that question will be considered.

(.
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Re ! Grants to Schools

Shrimati Anandi Bala Rabha asked -

# 166. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state
whether the Schools situated in the areas predominantly
inhabited by plains tribal people are eligible to get
grants under Article 275 of the Constitution of India
and not the other grants from the State Government ? e

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Education) replied :

166. Yes. From Article 275 of the Constitution and also
from the State Government,

Re ¢ Consumers’ whole-sale Co-operative

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound asked 2
» 167 Will the Minister, Co-operation be pleased to state —

(a) Whether there is any Consumer’s Wholesale:ECo- "
operative at Jorhat ?

(b) If so, what is the name of the Co-operative ?

() What is the total amount of loan and grant given

by the Government to this society, if any ?
Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister, Co-operation) replied ¢
167. (a)—Yes,

(b)—The Jorhat Cosumers’ Goods Wholsale Co-operative
Ltd.

\\('
(©—The total amount of loan and subsidy given upto
197273 are ag follow— | '
Loan

Grant
Rs; 1,17,00

Rs. 56,000
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Re § Acquisition of rented houses

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed asked—

» 169. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state
whether Government consider the rented houses in
the urban areas for the benefit of the poorer section
- of the urban tenants ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister, Ravenue) replied ¢

169. There is no such proposal unier consider tion

(AAasiarnmant 2 waker
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Re ¢ Chief Minister’s salary

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked ¢
* 170 Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government's attention has been drawn to- =
wards the news item published in “Assam Tribune”
on the 25th April, 1973 under the Caption “Doley
authorised to draw Chief Minister’s salary” ?

(b) What is the fact behind the news ?

(c) Why the Chief Minister has authorised his party bess

to draw his salary ?
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied -
170. (a)—Yes.

(b)—I have authorised Shri L: K: Doley, President, Assam
Pradesh Congress Committee to receive payment of my
monthly salary;

(©)—It is a personal decision:

Re : Blocks under Community Development and Panchayats

=

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :

* 171. Will the Minister, Panchayat be pleased to state —
(a) What is the total number of Blocks under Community L
Development and Panchayats in Assam,
(b) What steps the Government has taken to fi[] up these

blocks with Block Development Officers,

Shri Sayed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Panchayat and Community
Development) replied :



-
4

9
\

' 1973 Questions 33
171. (a)—130.

(b>—Out of 130 Blocks 38 Blocks are without Block Develope
ment Officers. As soon as the mat'er relating to recruit-
ment of Block Development Officer is finalised all the
vacant posts will be filled up.
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Re ¢ Rent Control Act

Shrima i Renuka Devi Barkataki asked ¢
« 173. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Governnent is aware of the' fact that
the rent of houses in the ci'y of Gauhati has gone up 9

(b) Whether there is a Rent Confrol Act?

(c) If so. whether the provision of the Act is implemented ¢

(d) What is the maximum pun'shment which can be

given to a defaulting owner of a house under this
Act ?
Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister, Revenue) replied ¢
173. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Yes.

(c)—Yes. Rent of houses hired by Government Departments
are generally assessed as per provisions of the Assam
Urban Areas Rent Control Act, 1972 in all the Urbap
Areas. But in case of houses hired by private persons
rent is not pre-determined by any authority. In such
cases if any dispute arises regarding the rent payable
in respect of any house, it is to be determined by the
Court on application made by either the landlord or
the tenant.

(d) Dispute regarding rent is to be decided by court,

Re : Dissolution of Panchayats

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked ¢
» 174. Will the Minister, Panchayat be pleased to state—

-
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(a) Whether it is a fact that the panchayats are dissolved ?
(bY Whether it is a fact that the responsibility of the
Panchayats has been vested with Deputy Commissioner ?

(c) When the Government propose to hold election as

per New Panchayat Act ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Panchayat & Community
Development) replied ¢

174. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Yes.

(c)—It has been tentatively decided that the Election
under the New Act will be held sometimes in November,
1973.

Mr. Speaker—St, Question No. 165 is kept penging, Que-
stion Hour is over.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed—Sir, with your permission may I
ask for a clarification with regard to Question No.
129. If I heard you correctly, you asked me to submit
a corrected question.

Mr. Speaker—You submit a revised question.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed—Should it remain pending or
should I submit a corrected question ?
Mr. Speaker—No, not pending; you submit a revised
question,
Now, the Chief Minister wants to correct his reply
to the question No. 134 made yesterday.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha—(Chief (v inister) Yesterday in
reply to supplementaries put to Starred Question No.
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134, T replied that we have not received any contradi-
ction from the Government of Meghalaya with regard
to the statement made by Miuister, Health on Megh-
alaya claiming Dispur in the last Assembly,

On verification I find, however, that the position is
slightly different, Tle Covernn ent of v eghalaya iss: ed
a Press Note on May [, 1973 -larifying the stand of the
Government of Meghalaya on the issue, Prior to the
statement of the Minister, Health, the Finance Minister
of Meghalaya suggested that in view of the fact that
the Meghalaya Government was yet to consider the
interpretation of the boundary as madeby the Committee
appointed by the Assam Government, Assam Government
may not proceed with the construction work at Dispur,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, it is surprising that such

a vital issue did not come to the notice of the Chief
Minister till yesterday. Sir; the statement was made
in the month of March by the Deputy Leader of
the House and on that basis the Government of
Meghalaya even went to the extent of asking the Gov-
crnment of Assam 1ot to proceed wth construction
work at Dispur.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha—(Chief Minister) The Government

of Meghalya has not objected o the ccnstruction.
They accepted the notification of 1976 as the proper
boundary between the two districts, The Govt. of
Meghalaya is now examining the report of the Comm-
ittee that was appointed by the Government of Assam.
They did not object to the construction but they said
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that they were examining the report and till then

construction may not proceed.
Voting on Demand for Grants,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Then what the Government
of Assam is going to doy

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—At the moment
£ the Government of Assam has nothing to do in
this matter, and the Government of Assam will g0
on with construction work.
Mr. Speaker—Now, voting on demands for grants.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, I have a suggestion to

make. All the grants may be moved together.
#Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister, Revenue )—Sir, I beg o
move Grant No. 2, Grant No. 61.and Grant No. 79

Y Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, I beg to move the cut
motions, While moving my cut motions on these
grants I want to make a few observations, Sir, We€
have seen that the Government is completely silent
in the matter of its land policy. Neither in the
Budget speech of the Finance Minister nor in the
’ Five-year Plan there is any mention of the Governments
land policy. Sir, the development of a State like
ours depends entirely on the land policy of the Gov-
ernment because more than 75 percent of our popul-
ation are cultivators and they are the backbone of
Assam’s economy, particularly rural economy. Sir, this

# speech not corrected.
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Government has enacted many legislations in the form
of land reform but till to-day we have found that
no land reform has actually taken place in the field,

and the Government is quite aware of this fact as

-is apparent from the speech of the Finance Minister

made on the floor of the House yesterday. Sir, the
percentage of population below the poverty line in
Assam is now much more than what it was previously.
Sir, our Government has passed the maximum number
of land reform of legislations but nothing has
so far been done in this regard. Our land policy,
industrial policy must go side by side. But the Gove-
rnment of Assam is completely lacking or neglecting
the matter which vitally concerns the rural economy of our
State. Sir, if our land reform measures would have been
effective then there would have been less number of landless
cultivators in the State; Sir, upto the year 1972-73 the
number of landless people in the State, according to the
Government figure, was 3,04,778 but it has now risen to
4,35,480, according to Government sample survey,
Apart from that the natural calamities have compelled
some people, who had land, to become landless, and
the number of such people who have not yet been
given settlement till today is 1,65,000. That means
the total number of landless people in the State
comes to about 6 lakhs who are roaming here and
there without any settlement, Sir, our Government
has passed a beautiful piece of legislation, namely

-4
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Land Ceiling (Amendment) Act but till to-day Govern-
ment is not in a position to tell us what is the sur-
plus land made available to our cultivators for their
settlement and rehabilitation during this period. The-
refore, this Act is a farse because it could not give
any benefit to the culiivators who are landless. St
this House constituted a very powerful Committee to
go into the irregularities committed by certain persons
in respect of submission of ceiling returns. That Com-
mittee submitted its report long ago and recommen-
ded fixation of responsibility on those persons who
had submitted wrong returns about their land holdings
but the Government has failed to take any action
till today because it involves some persons who are
in high position. In the same way, Sir, you come
from the Dibrugarh constituency and you know about
Jalannagar affairs. Instead of fixing the ceiling- this
Government encouraged Jalan to file false statement
of his holding, and the Government instead of enfor-
cing ceiling Act, started buying land from that landl-
ord for construction of Government buildings. We
have been repeatedly asking the Government wha*
action Government is going to take we and asked them
to fix responsibilities but nothing has so far been done
in this regard. Therefore, Sir, I want to know from
the Government, if they are very sincere they should
give land to the landless people and rehabilitate those
who have been evicted. They must be sincere in imp-
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lementing the provisions of the Ceiling Act upto the
last word and they must not discriminate while deal-
ing with the people and they must not give wrong
statements in the matter of land policy and 1land
ceiling. Now, why and under what circumstances the
Government are not taking any action on those who
are really responsible for such things ? So many things
are going on. Yesterday the Hon’ble Chief Mini-
ster while replying to the budget discussion very poins
tedly said that the administration is meant for the
down-trodden people. [ know his family backgr-
ound. We also come from like families. But one
thing we always forget when we become leaders. We
forget our own background. Almost all the Hon’ble
members, except perhaps a few, come from the poor
families and we all should understand about the con-
dition of the down-trodden people living in villages
but T am sorry that we generally forget about this.
We remember this only in theory and we remember
them only at the time of our election. That is the
whole drawback in the administration. I want to re-

rrind the Revenue Minister as well as the Chief
Minister that

if they are sincere about their own effort,
if they are sincere about their slogan of ‘Garibi Hatao’
then all these plans ang programmes must be started
from the bottom. That means that in order to improve
the economic condition of the people we must give
stress on the rural sector and the rural sector’s basic

N
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land, unless you rehabilitate them with land, unless
you make them cultivate their land properly with

sufficient facilities, rural economy cannot be uplifted.
More so, what plan and programme we take up, we
must bear in mind that 85% of our population are
living in the villages. You can build up a temple of
oold at Gauhati but what about the villages? If
you go to Nalbari you will find that the people are
groaning, they are suffering, they are dying. To
improve the economy of those people, the first and
foremost thing for the Government would be to imp-
lement fully the provisions of the Land Reform Act:
And for this purpose the Government has to first
assess the quantum of land available for the rehabili-
tation of the people, for settlement of the landless
cultivators.

Now. the Government want to set up an Agriculture
Corporation. The idea is very good. We are not
against it. But the question is whether it will be
possible to implement it. All the landless people are
scattered hither and thither. It is not a question of
Sibsagar or Kamrup or any other district alone but
it is the question of the entire State. Till today
the Government has not been able to find out
any land to make such a corporation: Waste
land and surplus land is being encroached by
the outsiders, Even the waste and the forest
land which are lying in the remotest corner of Jonai
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and Silapathar are a being encroached by the people
from outside the state in such a manner. Everywhere
encroachment is going on and encroachment mostly
is being done by unknown and unwanted people from
outside the State and the Government is not taking
any effective step to restrain them or evict them.
Now, about the Corporation will it be possible for
the Government? If we take 100 or 200 cultivators
from here to Sibsagar district supposing that we are
having some surplus land there, will it be possible to
rehabilitate these people there 2 It will not be possible
because our psychology is not such. When it con-
cerns women it becomes dangerous, when it concerns it
becomes dangerous; this is the basic thing and on this basis
so many murders have taken place, so many cases are yet
pending in courts; this is not only true in our State
but this is true for the whole world. Therefore I
say that if we take some people from here to Sibs-
agar to any other district for their settlement, the
people of those districts will not tolerate this. That
is why T say, in what way the Government is going to
implement this I do not understand. In the same
marner now we find that the Government has totally
failed to make assessment of the requirement of the
land and make them avaijlable to near about 5 lakhs
of landless people. The Government is giving assura-
nces inside as well as outside this House but I want
to know from the Govt: how much, if any, land has

7
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been given for rehabilitation or settlement of the land
less cultivators; To my information, Sir, not a single
person has been rehabilitated or given settlement
of land during the last two or three years since the
- amendmemt imn Land Ceiling Act has come into force.
Sir, what happened about abolition of zamindary Act ?
Has it become effective ? No. Till today the Zami-
ndary system is going on and the Government is not
in a position to settle up the matter once and for
all. Samething is in regard to Goalpara district and
the samething is in regard to Cachar District. The
Government is also having the Adhiar Act but the
Government has failed to implement it. Though prov-

e

isions are there, the Government is not in a position
to protect the rights and privileges of the adhiars.
The Chief Minister has stated on the other day that
those people who are settled with land for the last
2/3 years will not be evicted; But what has happened ?
Till now the landlords are behaving like the landlords

- and are evicting their tenants, the Adhiar tenants from
the field of cultivation. No protection has so far been
given to them by the Government and the Government
is very vocal to them to say that they are going to

. protect the rights and privileges of the cultivators and
peasarnts.

Sir, in regard to another matter I want to point
out how best this Government can do for the people
whether this idea and philosophy is only in papers

A O 11 practice. The Chief Minicter and hig colleasnec
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belonging to the party in power always say that they
are here to protect the rights and privileges of the
common people, rights and privileges of the common-
ers and the rights and privileges of the down-trodd-
en people, I will simply cite 3 or 4 instances as to
how and in what way the Government is behaving
in the matter of dealing with the common masses.
Yesterday, my friend, Mr. Narzary has raised a
point about the eviction of mear about 200/300
tribal people who have been settled there from Daya-
nd Reserve in Kokrajhar Subdivision, They are there
for years together, They are there on the basis of
the Government order,

They have settled there legally and they are there
for the last 8/10 years. Suddenly, god knows at whose

orders on the 9th of June they have been completely upr-
ooted from their land,

I do not know who has issued
such kind of order,

If the Government is actually keen
and sincere about its statements and policies to help
the down-trodden cultivators and poor
why such kind of eviction has
from that

people then
taken place., Apart
I want to point another important thing
as to what way this government are contradicting
their statements ang actions, Near Dispur, peo-
ple belonging to the constituency of Mr, Phukan,
at Santipur some landless people were settled there
for the last 10 years and they are really landless

and that land has been made sarkari and reserved

for the rehabilitation of some landless people, and
¥

e
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some landless people were settled there for the last
10 years. Suddenly without thek nowledge of anybody,
the Fifth Assam Battalion people under. the command
of Shri S. R. Gogoi, Subedar Major went there and
evicted them forcibly on the 5th of March/73. With-
out .any order from the D.C.or from the Governm-
these people were forcibly evicted from their
and their houses were demolished by force and
re assaulted. Then complaint was lodged
in time; Our hon’ble member is aware

ent,
place
the people we

with the D.C.
of this fact, When the complaint was lodged with

the D.C. IGP and the Chief Minister, no action
has so far been taken against those who are respon-
sible for such kind of trouble to these common people.

I also personally took up the matter with the Chief
Minister and [ had a discussion with him when some
district officials were also present and the Chief
Minister had asked them to engquire into the matter.
An order was issued to the Special Secretary in this
regard but till today no enquiry has been made. On
the other day, eviction notice was served on
N. P. Lahon and the notice was served inspite
of the fact that these people were landless
and they were there for years together. All their
grievances Were represented to the government in
various forms; the D.C. was informed and the Chief Mini-

ster asked the Chief Secretary to enquire into the
matter but till today no enquiry has been made.
The government are contradicting all their policy
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statements made by the Chief Minister and the people
were asked to vacate their Iand§ SO is it the policy
of this government to help the people in this manner ?
They say something and do something else. I want
to know from the Chief Minister whether he is actua-
lly sincere about his own statement made by him
yesterday and before. When the people were settled there
for the last 10 years, why the eviction notice was
served on them; it has been reported that some police
officers and some civil higher officer want to have their
farming there. Therefore with the collaboration of the
D. C. and the highermps of the district they wanted
to evict those people and $0 much harrassment had
been given to these innocent people with the knowle-
dge of the Government. Ts the Government in existence
when the people are to be treated in this manner;
Apart  from that T want to point out another
important thing; the matter is very small but very
serious, In Khargyl; there is a sarkari land having
Dag (old) No. 122 ang new Dag No. 242 which
covered an area of 5 K.M. This land was originally
occupied by one Ampbika Devi in this name of some
so-called Anath Bidhoba Ashram but that Bidhaba
Ashram was not ip existence; In the year/1962 the
people lodged complaint that this was an encroachmeut
on the sarkari land, What the Government has done
on this? The then A, D, C, enquired into the matter
and reported to the Government under letter No.
RSS; 18/62/185/A, dt. 16th November/63 that the
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land has been made sarkari; and the public
of that area built up one L. P. school on
that sarkari land and with the recommendation
of the local MLA they applied for this land in the
name of-the L. P. School and the D,I of Schools
who inspected that school, opined that this was a nice
school and he requested the Government for giving
settlement of land to this School. But instead
of doing that they wanted to give settlement to that
so-called Anath Bidhaba Ashram which is not in
existence; its existence is only in paper and they are
getting all sorts of assistance from the Government.
They want to give land to this Bidhava Asram;I
have been told that the present D.C, is very keen
about this and he has sided with the Bidhava Asham.

And they have issued eviction notice on the 22nd
April. Finding that notice, all the people were surp-
rised and they went to the D.C, and to the Gover-
nment and appealed to stop the eviction order and
then again they went to the higher-ups but nobody

listened to them. Ultimately no remedy was rendered.
Finding no other alternative they approached the
Board of Revenue and they stopped the eviction order.
On the next day (17th April) the same D. C. issued
eviction order to the Secretary of that particular
school; the house has been damaged and he has been
practically harrassed, My whole contention is—in the
Government paper and record, this is a sarkari land
and the T P Schanle i a nublic inctitution and acc-
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ording to the policy of the Government, this school
should get priority in the matter of settlement of
land. Is it the Government policy to demolish the
buildings in the name of encroachment ?

If so why 2 More so, why the Govt. is so much
keen about the so called Anath Bidhaba Ashram whi-
ch is nowhere in existence; which is getting money

from the Govt. by saying that this is in existence,
But an educational institution which was :n existence,

which made representation to the Govt. to have
settlement and for which many hon’ble members
recommended, inspite of that eviction order was issued.
I want to know from the Govt.,, I demand upon
the Govt. that they should make a thorough enquiry
about the whole matter and let us konow and also
fix responsibility on the officers. Now, Sir, [ must
tell that it is very easy to tell things; it is very easy to
speak about the society and Garibi Hatao. Govt.
is not following the theory of Garibi Hatao but the
are following the theory of Garibi Barao, I hada
bitter experience of this, Now I have already said
yesterday that near about 1,638,000 people who have
been made landless due to erosion and flood they
have not been rehabilitated till today. My own
experience in my constituency since 1965 is that near
about 480 families who are on the Brahmaputra
dyke, and for whom I have been representing times

‘without = number, for them nothing has so far
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to rehabilitate them, but where they do not know
themselves. Similarly at Majuli and other places many
of these landless people are there. People from my
own cnostituency have been rehabilitated at Kauimari.
Those who have been settled at Kauimari, their con-
dition is very miserable, [ urge upon the Govt. to
give proper facility and protection to them. The
neighbouring people are making their life miserable
and murder and dacoity and other things are going
on in full swing, but Govt. did not give any prot-
ection to those people. My whole contention is that
if Govt, want to rehabilitate full protection is to
be given otherwise it becomes useless. The Govt;
policy is mot to evict cultivators, but our landless
cultivators who have been settled for years together,
they have been evicted from their places by force
and those Naga people as they Wwere evicted. If
such discriminatory policy is adopted what will be
the feelings of the people? In the same way I feel
protection of rights and privileges of the cultivators
should be ensured. The Govt. is saying that they want
to build up the rural economy. The basis of the
rural economy is Jand in the villages and we must
provide land to the people, Sir, apart from that what
things are going on 9 We have kept some portion of
land as tribal belt or block, But actually are the
blocks in existence ? No, Even where the block are
there these have been encraached by outsiders, Here,
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in Gauhati, at Dispur area some tribal belt has been
created, but in this belt settlement was given to non-
tribals; not a single tribal was given settlement, If
this is the Govt. policy I have nothing to say. In
the report of the House Committee we have pointed
out those things, But Govt, is callous and I think Govt,
do not care to go through the report of that Comm-
ittee. My whole contention is that if we are to improve
the fate of the rural population and the peasants
then we must be sincere in implementation: Now these
newly created settlement officers are there but till today
they are not in a position to do anything about the
settlement. And I must tell you very frankly that not a
single piece of land will be available under the Cei-
ling Act to rehabilitate or to give settlement to the
landless cultivators, because I think Govt’s intention
is to delay though they are speaking about protec-
tion of the rights and privileges of the peasants,
They are practically protecting the rights and privile-
ges of the capitalists and discrimination is going on
in the matter of applying the law of the land., If
it was not so many more people would have been
punished. Another thing I want to say is that there
is hobnobbing between the landlords, the tea garden
owners and the Govt, machinery and so they will
not be able to find out land for the cultivators. Their
own machinery will betray the cause of the Govt.
Hon’ble member Moulana Abdul Jalil has rightly
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pointed out that there one some nepotism and inefficiency.
If the machinery cannot go with the Govt. policy then the
Govt. policy will fail. If we evaluate the land reform
policy that have been adopted by the Govt. during the last
25 years to improve the condition of the cultivators
we will see that it has completely failed. The
Cbhief Minister will bear me out, the hon’ble
members will bear me out. If the land reform policy
has been given effect to for the benefit of the people
why there so much poverty; why landless people are
increasing day by day. Therefore Sir, I feel that if
the machinery cannot run side by side along with
the Govt. declared policy, if we do not have a corr-
uption free machinery to deal with problems of the
people there cannot be successful implementation of
the Ceiling Act and many other things that will be
necessary for the betterment of the people. Therefore,
the Chief Minister should be very careful about it
There are some people who are here to misguide the
Govt,; there are elements who are always trying 1o
betray the noble cause of the Government—they are
the beureaucrats. Govt. may be sincere but sincerety
must reflect in the field. Apart fiom that I want to
point out about land compensation. In this a vicious
circle is working and people are being deprived for
years together from their legitimate dues. In this re-
gard 1 feel that a new policy should be evolved so
that land compensation may be paid at the spot
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immediately after the acquisition. The lands of poor
cultivators are generally acquired and they are to
suffer most. Without further delay the arrear compe-
nsation should be paid. The next important thing is
that in my own constituency almost the whole of
Charaibahi mouza inhabited by the people of Chow-
dang community were acquired for defence purpose
throwing out these people not only from their cultiv-
able lands but also from their homestead lands. Some
people got payment others have not. In the year
1967 the Govt. took a decision not to resort to
indiscriminate acquisition of land for defence purpose
in and near about Jorhat, and that if thede fence
department wanted any further land they could shift
towards Titabar side, but for reasons known best
to the Govt. and Defence Ministry lands are acquired.
Therefore, Govt. should take up the matter with the
Defence Ministry that if they want any further land
it should be away from the town area. It is also
not good to have military installations near about
civilian population, Some defence personnels, it appe-
ars, are indulging in immoral acts in collaboration
with some unscrupulous local people. In the year
1965 an area where a Namghar was standing was
acquired by the defence department. I raised an
objection in the House and Govt. assured me that
the portion of the land including the Namghar would
not be acquired, that portion of the land was acqui-
red and thereby touched the religious sentiments and
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the people were very much agitated. At my interv«
ention the incident did not take a violent turn, and
the Assam Government stated that heavy compensation
would be paid so that the another Namghar could
be constructed, but till now no action has been taken.
The people of the are a are again expressing their dissat-
isfaction for the inaction of the Government and
I told them that I have taken up the matter with
the Govt. Accordingly I had written to the Chief
Secretary in the month of March but no action seems
to have been taken by the Govt. So say that a vicious
circle is working. I, therefore, feel that there should
be some re-thinking about the land reform, and com-
pensation so that the real cultivators are benefited.
Unless that is done the ‘Garibi Hatao’ policy of the
Government cannot be implemented. With these few
words I commend my cut motion.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed—Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in
support of the cut motion I would like to makea
few observations. As half of the time allotted has
already been taken up I shall try to be very brief.
Sir, this oldest Department—Revenue Department—ins-
pite of all the land reform measures and some prog-
ressive legislations is running in the same traditional
stereotyped, bureaucratic manner. At the very outset
I would like to suggest that if we are really sincere
to implement the land reform measures fully we must
re-organise this Department properly. Let me cite an
example as to how this Department functions with
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regard to preparation of list of landless people. Yesterday
the Hon’ble Chief Minister stated that we must locate
where poverty lies. If we are to improve the lot of
the agriculturists, the cultivators and actual tillers of
land we must know who are those people. A few
years back the Government prepared some lists of
landless people all over the State, and tlat was done
with the help of the Revenue staff and Gaon Pan-
chayats, How that list was prepared isa very intere-
sting story. I want to describe it very briefly. This
list was full of defects, Some landholders managed
to have their names in the list of the land]ess people.
How they did it is very interesting, Say for example
one X> has got 100 bighas of land and as such he
is not entitled to be included in the list. He has
got several sons. These sons of his have no patta in
their names and as such their names are not in the
revenue records. They will approach the Mandal and
by paying some money get their names included in
the list of landless people. Another important thing
Sir, some landless people have been excluded - from
the list. How it happened. It happened in different
ways. There are some Jlocalities predominantly in-
habited by the Muslims. A rumour spread before creation
of Bangladesh that the Govt. was preparing a list for
serving quit Tndia notice—that those persons who have
got no land will be treated as Pak Nationals and they
will be served with quit India notice,

o
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Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister }—A point of clarifi-
cation. At the advice of the Land Implementation

Committee of the House it was decided to enumerate
the landless people and that committee suggested that
enumeration should be done by Panchayats. Lower
level Revenue Officers were kept outside the primary
works;

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed—I am coming to that, [ will not
omit that most important point. Now, due to this
rumour many landless people were afraid to get their
names included in the list of landless people. When
the Mandals came there to prepare the priliminary
list many people requested him to exclude their names
from the list, on payment of something, because he
is afraid of being served with a quit India notice.
He approched the Mandals who gave him something to
exclude his name from the list of landless people. Now
let us come to what the panchayat did for preparation
of tist of landless people. The Panchayats were manned
by all sorts of anti-social elements, I can say that without
the least fear of contradiction and that is why
the whole Panchayats had to be abolished. The other
is that all the members of the Panchayats are landed
people and even then they have included their names
in the list of landless people. Therefore, the list of
landless people is defective; If the Govt, acts on the
basis of the list then the actual landless people will

be deprived of getting any land.
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That is why I suggest the machinery should be geared
up so that no landless people is excluded from the
list, The list should be prepared correctly. The Govt,
must identify the landless people correctly to facilitate
the work and unless and until we can do that all
our efforts will go in wvain.

Next, I come to another point Sir, that is urbanisation
of various localities of the State, 1 want to site the example
of Dispur, because Dispur will be included within
the Gauhati city, What is the justification or is there
any law that a village cannot become a capital of a
country or a State ? What is the harm if this area
is retained within rural areas? So that actual tillers
of the soil can get the benefit of wurbanrsation as
well as their permanent right over the land. There
is a demand from the people of this area that this
area should not be included within Gauhati city

area. Because after that is done these people may be
evicted overnight,

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister)—For the information of

the hon. Member I would like to say that this area
haslong been included within the City of Gauhati—it

is during 1971 before the capital question came into
being;

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed—Sir, these people should not be

victimised. Their record of right on the lands should
be allowed to continue. On another occasion I will

deal with this matter. Now, Sir, there arc three Acts,
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that is, for the District of Cachar the, ‘Sylhet Tenancy
Act’ for the District of Goalpara, ‘The Goalpara
Tenancy Act’ and for the rest of the State, ‘The
Temporary Settled Ares Tenancy Act’., In a state like
this we have three types of land settlement Acts. [
would therefore, suggest that there should be one act.

Shri Maulana Abdul Jalil Choudhury—Sir, a peint of
clarification. The Sylhet Tenacy Act is- meant for
Karimganj subdivision and not for the District of Cachar.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed—May I suggest that one Act should
cover the whole State. If any improvement can be
made on this that may be looked into. But at the
same. time one thing must be made clear that certain
facilities that were given by the Sylhet Tenancy Act
and the Goalpara Tenancy Act should be retained,
even if all these come under the purview of the Assam
Temporary Settled Areas Tenancy Act. We have seen
also the Ceiling Act, As against all India Policy of
fixation of ceiling on land holdings we have here a
flat ceiling of £0 bighas. Some amendments were
brought foward before this House, I personally submi-
tted some amendments with regard to the fixation of
ceiling, A good percentage of people who are rich
and live in towns and cities having avocations other than
Agriculture, have agricultural lands in the villages,
they have also been included in the ceiling act. A

poor cultivator is allowed to keep Sq bighas of land.
Sir, at the same time the millioners, who are living in
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in the towns and earning lakhs and lakhs of rupees,
are also allowed to retain 50 bighas of land. The
man behind the plough alsois allowed to retain 50 bighas
of land. There is no distinction between the millioners
and the man behind the plough. Actual cultivators
and the rich absentee land lords both are placed at
the same footing with regard to the ceiling on land
holdings, Therefore, Sir, whatever may be the reason
behind it, that is not the way of socialism, That is
why, Sir, I want to suggest that doctors, lawyers, big
businessman and others, who have got sufficient sources
of livelihood, should be allowed to retain agricultural
land up to the maximum of 10 bighas, That was my
amendment Then again, Sir, the question of irrigated
and non-irrigated lands was also raised. There we
suggested that there should be a distinction of both
char and non-char lands. Sir, right from Sadia to
Dhubri, in these char lands lakhs and lakhs of peopleare
living there and they are facing the danger of floods every
year. Sir, they are the victims of erotion every year.
So, my suggestion is the that there should be a disti-
nction between Char and non-char lands. That is why,
I would like to suggest that the Ceiling Act should
be amended accordingly. Then again, Sir, I would
like to suggest that the Ceiling Act should be amended
accordingly, Then again, Sir, I would like to suggest
few things about the resrganisation of the department,
particularly at the district level. Sir, the Deputy
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Commissionier is the pivot of the administration in
the district level. He is the jack of all trades, He
is to look into the revenue matters at the district
level. He is to look into the agricultural sides also.
He is to look into everything at the district. So, he
is a what not, But.Sir, as you are aware, revenue is
a most important and vast subject; So, it should have
a separate set up of administration at the. district
level. The Deputy Commissioner should not be
overburdened and an officer not below the rank of
S. D. O. or Additional D: C. should be put exclusively
in-charge of revenue and unless and until that is
done proper justice to land-reform measures cannot be
done; This officer may be given the designation of either
the Revenue Officer or the Collector as the administration
may deem fit; My whole contention is that the Deputy
Commissioner should be relieved from the burden of
matters, which is a complicated subject, because of
the multifarious nature of duties he is to perform;
Sir, we know thousands and thousands of revenue
cases are pending in the office of the Deputy
Commissioners and for that we cannot blame the
Deputy Commissioners, We know that it is humanly
impossible to look after all the applications for
rights for the Deputy Commissioner. That is why this
should be separated and put under the charge of a
separate officer not below the rank of the Subdivisional
Officer or Addl. D.C. He will also look after the

worl of ennervicion St at nrecent thera o nA
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proper authority for supervision and inspection of the
works done by the S.D.Cs in the circle. Sir,in the
circles S. D. Cs are very powerful. Not only the 8.D.Cs,
his Kanungos and Mandals are the dictators. They
can make everything. They can make and unmake the
land records at their sweet wills. Sir, these are the
prictical difficulties that we are facing at the lowest
level, 1he hith-ups at the top cannot see these things.
But as we move about at the lowest level, we know
all these things. Therfore, Sir, proper work of inspection
should be done at the circle level. There should also
be a non-official Subdivisional Committee to look after
the grievances of the landless people. If thatis done,
then some improvement can be made. Then again, Sir,
with regard to the town land, I would like tosay a
few words; In rural areas, we have fixed the ceiling,
We have imposed all sorts of restrictions on agricultural
land; But that is not so in the ‘case of town land,
But the town people, who have got sufficient sources
of livelihood, are given the free hand in this matter
That is why, Sir, I suggest that all the waste and unused
lands in towns should be acquired by the Govt,
immediately for the purpose of distribution amongst the

poorer section of the town, Sir, here we find Govt,
is very much keen in f'xing the ceiling over agricultural
land in' rural areas, But uptil now we have not
done anything with regard to the town land with the
result that a feeling of suspicion has arisen in the

nihda . Af tha llnaardm eartine b neanle livine in towns.
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So, Sir, once again I would like to repeat that the
waste-lands ‘n the town areas should be immedintely
acquired for distribution amongst the poorer section
of the town people. With these words, Sir, [ support
the cut-motion.
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You should be agreeable to accept it. INow, item No. 3.

Calling Attention Notice

Shrj Bejoy Krishna Handique—Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
under Rule 54 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Ty salis f e as ipaL s ke anct s bivel ibegrtolea il ke
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attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge, Industries
'to a news item which appeared in the Dainik Asom,
.dated 23rd May, 1973 under the caption “w. «4. f&. f5g

Tfese 4@ @t g ST THRTAI® FR®I I
@ifa 5% which, if it is true, will adversely affect

not only the entire state but also the prospect of the
industries in the State.

Shri Md. Idris (Minister, Industries)—Mr: Deputy Speaker,
Sir, - Government’s attention has been drawn to the

- matters arising out of the report under the ‘'heading

- in* the Dainik Asom on 23. 5.73.

2. The Oil & Natural Gas ‘Commission, has already
contradicted” this report, and this contradiction also
appeared in the “Assam Express” on 1. 6, 73 as follows—

““Attention of the ONGC has been drawn to news
~reports published in a section of press that H. Qs,
of the ONGC is being transferred to Agartala in
phased manner. - Reference has also been made to the
transfer of certain Civil Engineering staff. - The report
is misleading and ‘creates a wrong impression in the
minds of the readers,

In order to intensify exploration in Eastern Region,
a large programme of drilling has been envisaged in
Tripura, besides continuance of exploration and
production activities in Assam; Accordingly two
additional rigs are proposed to be deployed in 1974-75
in Tripura,

Due to difficult logistics and inaccessible nature
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of the area, large volume of construction works and
approach roads to the drill sites are involved. In order
to complete the - preliminary phase of the Civil
engineering work, it was decided to shift the H. Qs
of Superintending Engineer (G) temporarily to Agartala
until the preliminary formalities are completed. Such
shifting of establishments normally take place due
to exigencies of work throughout the Commission.
The general administration and operational activities in
Assam project are being normally carried out from
Nazira and Sibsagar, which continue to be the
Regional H. Qs. including Tripura, Meghalaya and
West Bengal.

3, Further the Union Petroleum and Chemicals Mini-

ster also has discounted the press report regarding shift-
ing of the Headquarters of ONGC, Eastern Region, from
Nazira to Agartala and clarified that the Superintending
Engineer’s Office might be temporarily shifted for the
convenience of the drilling operations to Tripura.
The Union Minister’s statements were reported in both
the “Assam Tribune” and “Dainik Asom” on 1.6.73.

4, It may be mentioned that a present 10 drilling

rigs are operating in Assam and 1 rig in Tripura.
ONGC propose to have of 2 more rigs in Tripura
by October, 1974. To facilitate transportation of
these 2 rigs to the sites, it is necessary to - construct
approach roads. While a separate machinery is being

created by the ONGC for this purpose, to do the
urgent preliminary work, the ONGC has temporarily
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consisting of Civil Engineers, Overseers and staff.
This is a normal practice with ONGC to meet
exigencies of work,

5. Under these circumstances, it is seen that there is no
reason to apprehend any shifting of the Eastern
Regional Headquarters of ONGC from Assam to
Tripura,

Discussion Under Rule 201
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There remains no occasion to be aggrieved as both
the Universities have decided to continue English as
a8 medium in the Univesity level for coming 10 years,
I have no doubt ip my mind that the circumstances

will continue to exist for its further continuance beyond
such specific period.
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Statement made by the Chief Minister

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—Mr. Dy. Speaker,

Sir, While disposing the Adjournment motion tabled

by Hon’ble members Shri Dulal Chandra Baruah and

Shrimati Renuka Devi Bai'kataki, you have observed that

I should make a statement on the three days strike
) resorted to by the All Assam Ministerial Officers’
Association and the All Assam Grade IV Employees
Association, In defence to your wishes I beg to make
the following statement.,

The House may also recall that on 22.3.73 during
the last session of the Assembly I made a statement
’ concerning the demands of the All Assam Ministerial

Officers’ Association. However, the main demands for

which the strike has been resorted to are stated below—
The main demands of the All Assam Ministezrial
Officers’ Association are— :
(L) Re-instatement of Shri N. N, Dutta in his old post
at D. C’s office. Kamrup.
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(2) Publication of the full report of the Pay Commission.

(3) Granting of Addl. Interim Relief commensurate to
the rise of prices including removal of anomalies
crept in the previous Quantum,

(4) Gauhati compensatory allowance due to shifting of
capital,

(5) To provide adequate scope for promotion and scope

. of prospects of service.

(6) To confirm all employees on completion of 5
years continuous service, -

(7) To take steps against the D.I. G. of Police who
assaulted Ministerial members at Dibrugarh.

As revards demand No. (1) Government had earlier
taken their final decision in the case. Government’s
position in the matter had been elarified on the floor
of the House on 22nd March, 1973. Considering the
strong feelings of the Association in this matter the case
is being further examined on compassionate grourds,

Regarding demand No. (2) the Pay Commission’s
first report has already been published: The question
of publishing the final report of the Commission will
arise only after its submission to Government.

In respect of demand No, (3) it may be clarified
that the Pay Commission have already submitted a
substantive part of their recommending inter alia revised
scales of pay. The question of any additional interim
relief would not, therefore, arise at this stage;

As regards demand No. (4) it may be stated that
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shifting of the Capital is yet to be completed. The
problems which may arise as a result of shifting of
the Capital temporarily to Dispur are under constant
examination with a view to minimise their impact on
the conditions of service of the employees working at
Gaubhati.

Demand No. (5) is a matter which is within the
purview of the Pay Commission. Obviously the
legitima‘e expectations of employees in— that regard
would receive careful consideration from the Pay
Commission. Any action there on would arise only
after the Pay Commission’s report is submitted,

In connection with demand No. (g) it may be
stated that it is the declared policy of Government
to make permanent all employees on completion of 5
years’ continuous service on certain terms and conditions.
Steps have been taken to ensure that this policy is
strictly and vigorously implemented and any legitimate
grievance on that score on any section of Government
employees is dealt with expeditiously. It will be
Government’s endeavour to pursue this matter with
care and expendition.

On demand No, (7) it may be stated that the
officer at fault has already been suitably dealt with
the Government, The Branch Secretary of All Assam
Ministerial Officers, Association, Dibrugarh Branch,
Dibrugarh has also been duly apprised of the action
already taken by Government in the matter,
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The demands of the All Assam Grade 1V Eiuployees
Associations are :

1. (a) Publication of the Report of the Pay Commission
on or before 31.3.73.

(b) Rais'ng the incremental stagzs in their scale of
pay from Rs. 1.00 to 5.00

(¢) Fixation of pay in the revised scale on the basis
of length of service.

2. To provide rent-free quarters or House rent allowances
of Rs. 50.00 per month, in liew of rent-free quarters.

Qo providé all the facilities in respect of residential
accommodation, children’s education and medical
treatment etc. to the employees serving in various
offices in Gauhati to the extent it will be allowed to
the employees of Shillong coming to Dispur.

4. To confirm all employees on completion of 5 years’
continuous service,

5. Either to check the price rise of the essential
commodities or to grant D. A. on the basis of price
index at Central Government rate.

As regards the demand No. (1), ‘I may be permit-
ted to say, Sir, that with the submission of the Pay

- Commissions Report, the stage will be set for early
decisions thereon as far as Goyernment may be concerned.

As regards the demand No. (2), It will be the
constant endeavour of the Government to provide
housing aecommodation to their employees within the
limited means at their disposal. The vastness of the
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implementation in a phased manner. The question
of granting any house rent allowance will have to be
related to the Pay Commission recommendation.
As regards demand No. (3), the problem which
¢ may arise as a result of shifting of the Capital tem-
porarily to Dispur are under constant examination of
A Government with a view to minimise their impact on
the condition of service of the employees now working
at Gauhati,
The demand No. (4) is similar to the demand
No. (6) of the All Assam Ministerial Officers Associ-
ation and [ have already indicated the Government
views in that regard.
As regard demand No. (5) I may submit, Sir, that
first report of the Pay Commission has been accepted
\ by the Government and the revised scales has come
into effect from Ist January, 1973. Obviously the rea-
sonable expectation of the employees in that regard
would receive careful consideration from the Pay
Commission. Any action thereon would arise only
after the submission of the Pay Commission’s final
report,

Mr. Dy. Speaker, Sir, it will appear from the above
that there would be no real-ground for resorting (O
a strike of this kind at this stage., Sincere and serious
effort were made from the Government side to avert
the strike, and the representatives of the Association
were invited for a discussion at Shillong, Later for
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their convenience the venue was shifted to Gauhati
and the discussion were held on the night of 11th
June and the Government’s approach to the issues
involved were thread-bare discussed. The Chief Secretary
to the Government negotiated with the representatives
of the Association. Government regret to say that
inspite of its best of efforts the negotiation have failed.

The Government position have also been clarified
through the press on 12th June, 1973 for information
of the public in general and agitating Govt. employees
to ensure functioning of the administration and esse-
ntial services and to avoid public suffering. Information
received so far indicates that the minimum functioning
of the offices l'ke the Treasury, Supply, Hospital etc,
have been attended to. The Secretariat, the Assembly
are also functioning normally, No strike was "also
observed in the N.C. Hills district and Hamren
Subdivision of Mikir Hills district.

Mr. Dy. Speaker Sir, the difficult times through
which the State s passing at the present mc-
ment need be taken into account in deciding any
such course of action which would be prejudicial to
the interest of the people. Progressive measures like
the wholesale trade in wheat and wheat products take-
over are already in operation for the good of the
public. Any"strike by Government employees at this
stage is likely to cause disruption in the movement
of essential supplies resulting in uncalled for hardsuip
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for the public. The progress of implementation of
other dynamic economic development programmes will
also suffer a set-back if a large number of Government
employees are to resort to strike and that tco without
any real justificat'on at this delicate stage.

It may also be clarified that to resort to any
strike or abetment thereof, by Government employees
has been completely banned under the Assam Civil
Services (conduct) Rules, 1965. On certain conditions
Géwernment employees are eligible or entitled to engage
or participate in demonstration only.

[ may be permitted to say that the Government
is prepared to consider all the reasonable grievances
of the emplovees and the Ministerial officer Association,
Grade IV Association will duly advised as and when
decisions taken.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—In the last portion the Chief
Minister said this strike has been declared Illegal Is
the Govt. contemplating to take action or victimise
the employees?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—I have already
intimated that the matter has not come yet,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—What action has been taken

against the D.I.G.? The Chief Minister has said
that action has been taken against the officer but he

is still there in his post.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Clnef Minister)—Govt. have
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Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki—The Assam Ministerial
Officers Association demanded that he should apologise
publicly. Another thing is that the Chief Minister
has declared that it is the policy of the Govt. that
those who are in service for 5 years they will be
confirmed, Will the Chief Minister be able to clarify
how many officers are there who have completed 5
years.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—That figure
is not with me. )

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkatakli—If a]] the employees are
confirmed there will be financial implication. May
I know from the Chief Minister whether the Govt. has
studied what will be the financial implication,

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—I have already
said that is not with me, _

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed—The Chief Minister has said that
Govt. has expressed its displeasure, Is it a punish-
ment ? [ think it is not at alf 4 punishment. May
I know what legal steps have been taken against the
said officer ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—That s the
action taken by the department,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, the qdéétion is whether
punitive measure or action is warmnfgd against the
officer and the second point-is whether confirmation
after 5 years of service will be automatic 7

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (ChichEMihister S s as s
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punishment of that officers is concerned, I do not think
Govi, has anything to do more than what has been done,

Ms. Deputy Speaker—There is a special motion to that
. effect and there will be scope for discussion.

{ Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki—We want a copy of the
statemment made by the Chief Minister to-day. We

X~ want it tc-day.
Mr. Deputy Speaker—The House stands adjourned till 10
A.M. on Monday,

Adjournment

The House then rose at 11.55 A. M. and stood

\ L adjourned till 10 A. M. on Monday the 18th June, 1973
F .

{ P. D. Barua

: Dispur Secretary
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