Proceedings of the second Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly
' assembled under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
L Constitution of India.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 10 a.m., on
Monday, the 9th October, 1950.

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, the seven
Hon’ble Ministers and forty-seven Members.

——————m e

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

% UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Security Prisoners in Silchar Jail

Maulavi MAKABBIR ALI MOZUMDAR asked :

100. (a) Is it a fact that on 28th March, 1950 four respectable Muslim
gentlemen of Silchar were arrested, on security measures and were huddled
together in a single-seated cell in Jail for the night ?

(b) Is .it a fact that there was ample space in other blocks where they
' could easily be accommodated ?
I (¢) If so, what were the reasons for putting them in a single cell ?
101. Will Government be pleased to state whether they have lately received
a joint complaint submitted by some of the detenus of both the communities
against Babu Umapada Purkayastha, an Assistant Jailor of Silchar Jail ?

102. Is it a fact that a copy of the Preventive Detention Act deposited with
the Silchar Jail authorities for Babu Birendra Nath Das, a Security Prisoner,
was not given to him on alleged administrative grounds ?

103. Is it a fact that as many as nine Security Prisoners were transferred from
! Silchar to Nowgong Jail on 26th April, 1950, but none of them was examined
to ascertain his fitness to undertake the journey, though some of them were
fairly old and one of them namely Babu Birendranath Das has been suffering
from heart troubles from long before his arrest and was treated both in Silchar
and Nowgong Jails for the said disease ?

104, (a) Is it a fact that on 30th June, 1950, Babu Amiya Kumar Nandi, a
Security Prisoner, was released from Silchar Jail because he was seriously ailing
from heart troubles ? :

(by Are Government aware that the said Babu Amiya Kumar Nandi
just on his release co\_fered about 30 miles on motor and 1 mile on foot with a
procession at Hailakandi ? : : ;

105. Is it a fact that none of the Security Prisoner of Cachar was allowed
any family allowance in spite of repeated prayers ?

106. Will Government be pleased to state whether the District Magistrate
of Cachar was given the authority to release the persons whom he detained
under the Preventive Detention Act ?
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i i i j ined under the
107. (a) Is ita fact that one Gani of Karimganj was detaine
Preventi\fe)Detention Act on the grounds that he incited the Muslims of Cachar
to violence ?

(6) If so, what is his (3), age, (ii) education and (17) profession ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied : L 2
100. (a)—They were locked up in one cell, which was considered spacious
enough for the four prisoners, ;
5 (5)—No. The jail was badly over-crowded on that day there being 516

prisoners against accommodation available for 211 only including cells and
female wards, ,

(¢)—Does not arise.

101.—Yes ; but it was found on enquiry that the allegations were baseless.

102 —Information has been called for. .

103.—Every security prisoner transferred to Nowgong Jail was declared fit
to undertake the journey by the Medical Officer 1_11-chargc._ Babu Birendranath
Das was not being treated for heart trouble at the time of his transfer. 158

104. (@¢)—Babu Amiya Kumar Nandi was released on 30th June on
the ground of ill health but he was not suffering from heart trouble.

(6)—Yes.

105.—Yes, because
the families of the p
allowance.

106.—The detaining
of detention passed by it.

107. (a)—Yes,

(6)—(@) Middie age, (i) Illiterate, (iz7) Cultivator.

it was found on enquiry that the financial condi;ion.ol'
tisoners did not justify the payment of any family

authority has got the power of revoking the order

May.ang Mouza of Nowgong District
Babu KHAGENDRA NATH SAMADDAR asked :

108. (a) Are Government aware that the Mayang Mouza of Nowgong
District is one of the biggest Mouzas of the Province ? .

(6) Are Government aware that the said Mouza is most backward in
communication, education an

: d health ? :
{c) Are Government aware that the Baropak, Burgaon and Buraburj
areas of that M

e Ouza are predominated by the backward class, scheduled castes
people ? : :
(d) Isita fact that there is no dispensary within ten miles radius of those
. three areas ? _ :
(¢) Are Government aywarc that diseases and mortality are very heavy
and that there is ng arrangement for the treatment of the pepole residing in those
three areas ?
() Do Government Propose to start three dispensaries for those three
areas soon ?

The Hon’hle Rev,
108. (a)—Yes.

b)—It may be backward like many other Mouzas in the State— There
are 31 Lower Primar

. . A Y. and 2 Middle English Schools and 2 Public Health
dispensaries within the Mouz

a.

(oGl Lo ak and B f the Mouza are predominantly
inhabited by schedulec hidst an urgaon areas o p y

ea L | caste people but Buraburi by Muslims. A village state-
ment showing total populatjop of these three areas is placed on the table,

J-J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
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e Statemcnt showing the total population according to house lists prepared

in connection with the preparation of Electoral Rolls under the
New Constitution

Thana :—Mrigaon Mouza :—Mayang.

Total Scheduled

* Name of village population Caste Other Hindus Mouslims
Hindus
1. Barpak Jonghal ... 618 618 Nil Nil
2, Buragaon Pam ... 429 429 Nil Nil
Buragaon-Pam

N. C. Nos. 1 and 2.
3. Buraburi _ 360 141 219

(d)—No. Approximate distance from Lonmati Public Health Dispensary
to Baropak six miles, Burgaon eight miles and Buraburi 10 miles. From Manaha
Public Health Dispensary Baropak is 6 miles, Burgaon seven miles and Burabur,
four miles.

(¢)—The mortality is being ascertained. It is however not correct to
say that there is no arrangement for the treatment of the people of those areas
in view of answer to question 108 (d).

(f)- Opening of dispensaries in these areas is under consideration,
Grow More Jute Campaign

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH SAMADDAR asked:

109. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whetherit is a fact that the Central Government has donated a large
sum to the Government of Assam for the Grow More Jute
* Campaign ?
' (b) If so, what is the amount ?
i (¢) Whether from that amount any money has been allotted to the diffe-
rent districts and subdivisions ?
(d) If so, what has been that allotment according to subdivision-wise ?
(¢) What steps were taken in the said Grow More Jute Campaign in the
district of Nowgong and what amount was spent so far there ?
(/) Whether it is a fact that the price of the jute seeds of the same stan-
‘ dard was higher in the Nowgong Agricultural Office than the
price prevailing in the market ?

(g) Whether the Agricultural Department at Nowgong has taken any
concrete scheme for Grow More Jute Campaign and if so, what
are they ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

109. (a) & (b)—Government of India have sanctioned a grant of Rs.85,000
for the Grow More Jute Campaign in this State.
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(€)—The Scheme har been operated in all the plains districts of the
State. Allotment of funds on

a subdivisional and district basis has not been
made.
(d)—Does not arise.
. (e)—Ten Demonstration plots were organised in the Nowgong District,
and in addition (1) 98 maunds 9 seers 12 chattaks of jute seeds were distributed

free and (2) 82 maunds 30 seers 4 chattaks of seeds were sold at subsidised rates

in that district. The information regarding the amount spent so far is being
collected.

(f)—The matter isunder enquiry.
(¢)—The information is contained in reply to question No.109 (e) above,

Realisation of Reyalty on Lac in Mikir Hills
Srijut KHORSING TERANG asked :

110. (e) Isit a fact that Government realised royalty on lac grown by the
Mikir people to the extent of Rs.1,20,000 last year ?

(b) Is GoveTnment aware that this lac is not a forest produce ?

(¢) If so, why has this royalty been realised ?
(d) How that royalty has been spent ?

(¢) Whether that Yoyalty was spent on the development of the Mijyi,
people ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :

110. (a)—The royalty realised op lac last year, i.e., 1949-50 is not vyet
available. However, the royalt "

he y for 1948-49 realised from the Nowgong Division
t.e., mostly from the Mikir Hills was Rs.1,15,202. 2

{b) —Lac is a forest produce vide Section 3(4)(a) of the Assam Forest
Regulation, 1891 (VII of 1891)

(¢)—Does not arise,
(d) & (e)—All the ro
to Government. Nothing is s
expenditure out of any particu

yalties derived from the forest produce
pecifically allocated for any particul
lar item of 1evenue.

are crediteg
ar i1tem of

s

Number of wells and tanks constructed in the Mikir Hills avey

Srijut KHORSING TERANG asked s

111. Will Government be pleased to state—

{a) The number of tanks and wells constructed in the Mikir Hi
during the last decade ? e uotetiin Tills apeq

(6) The corresponding figures of other districts

wells during the same period ?

{¢) What steps have been taken by G t to tackl
water problem of Diph Y Government to tackle the Ul

u and other areas in the Mikir Hills ?
(@) Whether Government pro 0s€ to give special attenti i
Sroblets prop give speci 10N to thijg

in respect of tapkg and

<
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The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

111. (a)—Eleven wells and 1 tank.
(b)—The required information is being collected from District Officers.

(¢)—Three tube wells are proposed to be constructed at Diphu
during the current financial year. The number of houses in a Mikir village is
very small, generally varying from 2 to 10. The water problem in common with
several other important problems, cannot be effectively tackled till larger villages
are formed in the Mikir Hills. Steps to form such ‘larger villages will be taken
immediately after the elected District Councils start functioning, and thereafter
the problem of water supply will be tackled.

(d)—Yes, within the limits of the State’s financial resources.

Opium smuggling in Mikir Hills
Srijut KHORSING TERANG asked :

112. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) What effective measures have been adopted to check the prevalence
of opium smuggling in the Mikir Hills ?

(b)) How many times during the last six months the Excise Commissioner
or the Honorary Prohibition Commissioner visited the Mikir
Hills area ?

(¢) Whether there is any Opium Prohibition Staff in the Mikir Hills ?

(d) If so, how many Mikir Officers are there ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that the number of Opium addicts
in the Mikir Hills is very high ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

112. (a)—There is one Inspector of Excise at Hojai who is in charge of the
Mikir Hills areas to check smuggling of Opium in the Mikir Hills. Another
Inspector of Excise is posted at Kampur, the gateway to the Mikir Hills. The
Excise Staffat Lumding and Chaparmukh in the district of Nowgong and at
Burpathor and Dimapur in the District of Sibsagar are checking the smuggling of
opium by train as well as by Road to the interior of the Mikir Hills,

Opium Prohibition Committees have also been constituted in the Mikir
Hills by the Honorary Prohibition Commissioner in order to mobilise public
opinion against opium evil. Besides this, there are two Prohibition Officers at
Jamunamukh and Chapanalla, another two gateways to the Mikir Hills.
Centres for treatment of opium addicts are also going to be opened in the
Mikir Hills from November next.

(b)—The Commissioner of Excise visited Lumding once and the
Honorary Prohibition Commissioner visited the area three times,

(¢)—At present, there is no separate Prohibition Staff for the Mikir Hills
District but there is a proposal before Government for creation of certain
Excise Staff for the Mikir Hills,

{d)—Though there is no separate Prohibition Staff for the Mikir Hills
District, there is one Mikir Officer of the District Staff who has beep posted at
Kampur. Moreover, there are 7 Mikir Prohibition Workers, appointed by the
Honorary Prohibition Commissioner, Assam.

(e)—Yes, it is believed that the number of opium addicts in the Mikir
Hills is high.
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Realisation of sales tax on Biris, Cigarettes, Books, Fountain Pens, Drugs
and Medicines

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY asked:

113. Will Government be pleased to state the amount of sales tax obtained
per month from biris and cigarettes in the Province ?

114. (a) Are Government aware that'the sales tax on books, fountain pens,
drugs and medicines has been adversely affecting the people most of whom are
poor ?

(6) Do Government propose to exempt the above items from the opera-
tion of the Sales Tax ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary) replied :
113.—The dealers are assessed half-yearly on the total sales of all varieties of

taxable goods and as such the amount of tax obtained per month on sales of biris
and cigarettes is not separately available.
114. (a)—Government have no such information.
(6)—No.
Dibrugarh College

Srijut DALRIR SINGH LLOHAR asked :

115. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they grant aid to
Dibrugarh College ?
(b) Are Government aware that the name of the Dibrugarh College has
been changed to Hanuman Box Surujmal Kanoi College ?
(c) Isit a fact that an educational institution receiving grant-in-aid
from Government should obtain previous sanction from the Government to
change the name of the Institution ?

AT (d) Ifso, was such sanction asked for by the Dibrugarh College autho-
rities

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether the grant-in-aid was
drawn from the Treasury in the name of the Hanuman Box Surujmal Kanoi
College for July and August 1950 ?

. (f) Are Government aware of the public protest expressed in public
meetings held on 10th August 1950, 17th August 1950 and 12th September 1950
against naming of the entire College as Dibrugarh Hanuman Box Surujmal
College or Hanumanbox Surujmal College ?

(2) Do Government propose to stop the College authorities from taking

any steps to name the College as anything else than Dibrugarh College until sanc-
tion from Government is received ?

Srijut MAHEND i -

they) renlied RAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre
115. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.

(¢)—Yes. But Governm : St
s ent find no reason to interfere in such matters
unless thc( ;ﬁi%t;ons of the grant-in-aid are violated or any way affected.
(¢)—No.
(f)—No.

(¢)—An enquiry is pending and necessary "action will be taken.,
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Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR: g3 Ged (d)3 7%ts ba<its «F
T G (7 ARge  gotadh °fF, tawiIs wmAfs @falaies TFte FEes
Sign Board 47 w2 fatg ? :

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary): tagica |

Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR: 45 {3508 bl ‘S5630q fTstea
12w (wital Deputation @21 53%it3 F9 “itaca ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN GHOUDHUR? (Parliamentary Secre-
tary) : Sign Board #ftmar Fdtta vt Deputation @iz i3 |

Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR: @il #1 53%lt7 Sif #9 @ fozpaloa
atses 7eizdl i fFse Fraws Sign Board sz ¢ats |

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary): 3i8g< 37 iz Ffarg, St [Foig 9i3tg 73

Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR : Regarding (C) b9 da I8
T fig Aftaita @ fCepele stace 3 Mz 7 217, @2 Aizly fogpfe FEes i s
crafas 41 Draw 363 (7 2309 391 B3994 <192 Fcagd 7158 Draw I3 ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary) : fozpile S99 4© Draw 7 | ‘

srijut DALBIR SINGH L.OHAR : (i3 49 59it3 @ifF 59t c3 TN I3
wagTa F1924 AT Draw iy, fUFds tage a1 727 |

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary): Sign Board 3 =9© 7IixiTrg Au% A% | wfFea afRl-das { A iTE,
EIRTh Ainerz Atz e 2w Gar3ch tze fOEpele stEw

Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR: 1f¢ fopoiy e afwsrz orfziay
firg (SCT TOAM 37 FI@ 1923 TS 79 Draw g ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary): aA1T IF FIGA F129 AS FHA M2 Draw &1 i cfa 718 |



1170 QUESTIONS [9TH Oc-,

Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR : (f) wsi2s S0, >3 dlF cscvz:aa
33 wiffed fepeies @ fof 4w fal: txfem, ©1X cFicm Proceedings 533
AR ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary) i 13CB1 gioh (i Esds {w @itg |

Creation of a new post of Assistant Development Officer (Livestock)

Srijuc GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked:

116. Will G ment be pleased to state— :

(a) 1thgc‘l::errnit i: a fac:;; that a new post of Assistant Development Officer
(Livestock) has been recently created ? .

(6) If so, when was the post created, who 1s_the person holding the
post and what are his functions and qualifications ?

(¢) Whether it isa fact that cattle are being sold off from all the
Livestock farms in large numbers ?

(d) If so, what are the reasons ? . : 5

= (¢) Whether it is for reducing the cost of maintenance of the Farms ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :
116.—(a) Yes,
(b) 1st April 1950.
Maulavi T. Ahmed.

To supervise the works of the Re-organisation Scheme of Dairy, Fodder,
Poultry and Cattle Rehabilitation Scheme. ;
Qualifications: 1. D. D,
(¢)—No.
(d)—Surplus animals are sold when necessary.
(e)-—VYes.
Management of Agricultural Farms

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked:

117. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether it isa fact that
the Directgr) of Agriculture c omrolsp the Upper Shillong Livestock Farm, the
Deputy Director (Livestock) together with the Assistant Deputy D‘n:t?ntor (Agri-
culture) controls the Khanapara Farm and district works and the Assistant Deve.
lopment Officer (Livestock) controls the Barpeta Farm and the Dairy Farm gt

Dibrugarh ? ] A :
(b) If so, what are the reasons underlying this distribution of admin;.

strative duties and appointment of so many highly paid officers for looking after

these farmg ?

(c) For the sake of efficient and economic administration of these
of the Agricultural Department, do Government propose to

Livestock sections

place all these farms under the Veterinary Department ?
(d) Iant, Why not ? [

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :
117.(a)—VYes.
(6)—For efficiency and convenience in administration.

(c)—The matter is under consideration.
{d)—Does not arise,

&
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B. C. G. Inoculation

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

118. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) The number of persons who received B. C. G. inoculation im
Assam (to be shown district by district) up to the end of June
1950 ?

() The total amount of money spent on this account and the amount
this Government contributed ?

(c) Whether the work of B. C. G, inoculation is still going on in the
State ?

(d) If so, in which district and by whom the work is being done ?

(e) Whether this Government is getting any aid from outside on this
account ?

(f) Ifso, from where and what is the amount received annually or
otherwise ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

118. (a)—The following number of persons (shown district by district) have
received B. C. G. Vaccination in Assam up to the end of June 1950—

District No. of persons
1. Kamrup S o ek 12,535
2. Khasi and Jaintia Hills ... 7,027
3. Nowgong 5,041
4. Sibsagar 20,150
5. Lakhimpur .., 12,020
6. Cachar 9,188
7. Lushai Hills . 2,999
8. Darrang 3,330

(b)—Approximately a sum of Rs.30,000 has been spent upto June 1950.
The whole expenditure is now being met from the Provincial Budget.

(¢)—Yes.

(d)—At present the work is being undertaken in Shillong in the Khasi
and Jaintia Hills district and in Barpeta Subdivision in the Kamrup district by
two teams each consisting of one Assistant Surgeon II, one Health Visitor and one
Office Assistant,

(¢) & (f)—Only the Tuberculin, B. C. G. Vaccine and Syringes are
supplied free of cost by Government of India through the Director, B. C. G.
Laboratory, Guidy, Madras and propaganda materials in English by the UNICEF,
New Delhi.
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\ Scheme for establishment ofa T.B. Clinic and Hospital at Gauhati
|

| Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked:

119. (a) Is ita fact that Major P, L. Burman, T.B. Officer, submitted

. a Scheme for establishment of a T. B. Clinic and Hospital somewhere at Gauhati
! ‘to the Government of Assam?

(b) If so, when was the Scheme submitted and whether Government
have taken the Scheme into their consideration ?

i (c) Whether Government have rejected the Scheme ?
- (d) If so, why ?

(¢) Are Government aware that Major P. L. Burman is a specialist
in the treatment of patients suffering from T. B. ?

(f) Ifso, do Government propose to utilise his services in fighting the
fell disease T. B. in Assam ?

(2) Do Government propose to engage the said gentleman for treating

T. B. patients sheltered in district Hospitals such as Gauhati so long as’ Govern-
ment may not be able to establish a big T. B. Hospital and Clinic?

; The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replicd :

119. (a)—Yes.

(b)—The scheme was submitted in 1948 and

- preliminary arrangement
for starting the clinic was made. 3

(c) & (d)—The Scheme was abandoned owing (o the huge reduction
in the post-war grant by the Government of India to the State.

(e)—Yes.
(f) & (g)—No. Government have no such contemplation.

Introductioﬁ of Coffee Cultivation in Assam
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

120. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government have attempted to introduce the cultivation
of coffee in Assam ? giray iy 2
(b) If so, when and where was it tried and with what result ¢

(¢) Whether Government propose to examine the possibilities of coffee

cultivation in Assam for increasing the Forest resources of the
State ?

The Hon'’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :
120. (a)—No.

(b)—Does not arise.
(¢)—No.

7
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Suppression of opium smuggling
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked:

121. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) What effective steps, if any, have been taken by the Government of
India to give effcct to Resolution No.6 adopted by the All India
Opium Conference held in August 1949 as quoted by this
Government in reply to Unstarred Question No.145 asked by the
Questioner during the last Budget Session of the Assembly (vide
Assembly Debate of 27th March 1950 at pages 570-572) ?

(b) What practical measures, if any, the Central Government have
undertaken in the matter of “Administrative control over cultiva-
tion and manufacture of opium in the provinces, the States and
Unions of States, and closure of factories which are not essential
and where direct co-ordinated control by the Government of
India is not possible’ ?

(¢) If the reply to Question (b) above is in the negative, whether this
Government propose to move the Central Government to take

.

carly steps in this direction as Assam is vitally interested in this
matter and cannot combat opium smuggling ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied:

: 121. (a) & (b)—Government have no information as to what steps have been
taken by the Government of India to give effect to Resolution No.6 adopted by
the All India Opium Conference held on August 1949.

(c)—Yes.
Cotton Research Station at Tuva
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked:

122. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) W_hethcr the Cotton Research Station established at Tura
in February, 1949 at the instance of the Indian Central Cotton
Committee has started functioning ?

(b) If so, when and with what progress ?

(¢) If not, why ?

(d) Whether itis a fact that climatic condition of the place where
the station has been located is mainly responsible for preventing
the normal progress of the station ? '

(e) If so, whether Government propose to remove the station to
some more favourable place or toimprove the hygienic condi-
tion of the locality ?

(f) Whether this Government or the Central Government have made
any Botanical survey of tractsin the State suitable for long
and short staple cotton cultivation ? '

(g) I so, when and with what success ?
(k) If not, why not ?
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The Hon’ble Srijut OMEQO KUMAR DAS replied: >

122. (a) & (b)—The Cotton Research Station at Tura started functioning
since 20th February 1947 and the object of the Scheme is to improve the hill
Cotton of the State. Research and experiments are being made with success.

(¢)—Does not arise.
(d)—Government have no information.

(¢)—The proposal for shifting of the station to Rangram which is a
better site is under consideration of Government as the Government buildings at
the Tura station were gutted by fire on the 9th April 1950.

(S )—For want of staff no Botanical survey was made by this Govern-
ment.

(g) & (h)—Do not arise.

Expenditure incurred in connection with Opium Prohibition
Campaign

Maulavi ABDUL HALIM asked :

123. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) The total amount of travelling and other allowances_drawn by the
Honorary Prohibition Commissioner, Assam, during the period
from 1st January 1949 to 31st March 1950 ?

() The amounts drawn as travelling allowance, pay or honorarium
and other allowances by the Organisers, Opium Prohibition Offi-
cers and other non-official staff of the "Prohibition Campaign
during the period from 1st January 1949 to 31st March 1950 ?

i i d other allowanc
(¢) The total amount of honoraria, travelling _an | o
drawn by each oI"Othe Organisérs and ?rol}lflgltlonja?l;ﬂi;rcrs 119131 x the
Dibrugarh Subdivision during the period {rom y to
31st March 1950 ?

(d) The ol R Opiam Prohibition Campaign from itg
beginning till the end of June 1950 ?

124. (a) Will Government be pleased to state how far the Opium Prohibition
Campaingn in Assam I, T oot e ling of Opium to this
province totally s toppeda?s bcen successful and the smuggling

S g in Di ¥SUBdivs ling of Opium has
been on the increase gCt that in Dibrugarh Subdivision smuggling o P

The Hon’ble Rey, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

123, (a)—Rs.8,070-6-0,

(6) (o) & (d)—Information is being collected.
124, (¢)—The Opium Prohibition Campaign has been successful to a great
um.

(6)—No,
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List of Suspected Smugglers

Maulavi ABDUL HALIM asked :

125. (a) Isit a fact that there is a list of “ Suspected Smugglers ** of opium
prepared by the Excise Staff of the District ? ! ;
(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether there is any circular
not to give any business to those people whose names appear in the said list ?
(¢) What measures have been taken to safeguard the position of innocent
persons and good citizens from being dubbed as opium smugglers merely for pri-
. vate reasons actuated by personal difference and animosity on the part of the
pérsons who prepare the list ?
The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied:
125. (a)—Yes.
(6)—Yes.
(¢)—There is hardly any scope for such mischief as the officers who pre-
pare the list are required to submit History sheets of each case which is further
scrutinised by higher authorities.

< Doctors passing from the Dacca National Medical Institute
Moulara Md. MUFAZZAL HUSSAIN asked :

126. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether those who passed the final examination from the Dacca
National Medical Institute are eligible for medical practice
within the State of Assam ?

(b) Whether all such persons are eligible for registration of their names
in the list of medical practitioners ?

(¢) If not, who are eligible and who are not and what are the reasons
therefor ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that some of the persons who passed from the
Dacca National Medical Institute are not allowed to have their
names registered ; and yet they are allowed to do Medical
practice within this State ?
(¢) If so, whether Government propose to allow all such persons to have
their names registered, as they have been allowed to carry on
o : their practice within the State and allow others of same qualifi-
cations to have their names registered ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied:

126. (a)—There is no law in force which debars the doctors who passed from
this Institute from private practice within the State.

(b)—No.

(¢)—(I) Those doctors are eligible for registration who passed the final
examination of the institute before 24th May 1916 and those who can produce
a certificate granted by the Assam Medical Examination Board to the effect
that they passed a special examination conducted by the latter.

(IT) All Medical Practitioners other than those mentioned above.

(d)~—It is not known to Government.

()—No. Unless they passed the special examination of the Assam
Medical Examination Board.
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We will take up non-official business now.

Resolution No.4, of Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar. Heis absent, but he

has auohtrised Srijut Bijoy Chandra Bhagavati, Srijut Nilmani Phookan and Srijut

Haladhar Bhuyan to move his Resolutions. Which of the hon. Members propose
to move the Resolution ?

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: I understand that Srijut Bijoy Chandra
Bhagavatl was entrusted to move the Resolution.

Resolution 7e amalgamation of the Livestock Section of the Department
of Agriculture with the Veterinary Department

Sriju¢ BIJOY CHANDRA BHAGAVATI: gifia w77 70zt qala iy
AT ST BT wAlye  awre, erdte A TSI qms 5 d3

-
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¢“This Assembly is of .opinion that for the sake of better and more efficient
administration, the Government of Assam do take steps to amalgamate * the
Livestock section of the Department of Agriculture with the Veterinary
Department and do henceforth designate the Director of Veterinary Depart-
ment as the Director of Veterinary Services and Animal Husbandry.>”
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Resolution moved is ;

That this Assembly is of opinion that for the sake of better and efficient admi-
nistration, the Government of Assam do take early steps to amalgamate the
Livestock section of the Department of Agriculture with the Veterinary Depart-
ment and do henceforth designate the Director of Veterinary Department as the
Director of Veterinary Services and Animal Husbandry.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul MATLIB MAZUMDA

the question of amalgamation of the Department of Veterin
section of the Agricultural Department has engaged the attention of the Govern-
ment of Assam for many years past.  As far back as 1948, a scheme was submit
ted by the Additional Director of Agriculture which contempleted to amalgamate
the two Departments and, Sir, the new department was to come under the Post-
War Development Scheme. There was some difficul ty, Sir, because our Livestock
Farms, for example the Upper Shillong Fram was originally made a potato seed
farm and later it was developed into Livestock Farm, A section deals with potato
seeds and other agricultural things and there is arother section which deals with
cattle. At present we are managing this section under the Director of Agriculture
and our Veterinary officers are engaged to look after the animals. We have
another farm at Khanapara. There was a contemplation, Sir, to develop this
farm into a paddy seed farm for the District of Kamrup, but it has not yet
‘been done so, as it still remains very busy with the livestock, We have a
farm at Barpeta and another at Jorhat which was made over to the Agricul-
ture Department. There was a contemplation to make over the latter farm to
the Agricultural College. It has been done SO an

R: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
ary and the Livestock

ricu ‘ d now it is under the control of
the Principal, Assam Agricultural College. Sir

' i : ir, the scheme that was sub-
mitted was found to contain a proposal like this that the Department of Live-

. . '~ of Agriculture—and under him
is the Deputy Director of Livestock who mainly looks after the Livestock sec-
tion—should with his staff be taken under the Directo

: : ! r of Veterinary Depart-
ment reducing his post to that of Deputy Director of Veterinary and hoth of
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them were to come under an Animal Husbandry Commissioner. Sir, that
contemplated a heavy cxpenditure—for the pew creation of a post of Animal
Husbandry Commissioner and his staff—and so Government later found
that they were notin a position to incur such a heavy expenditure and thought
it advisable toleave thingsas they were. This proposal is 3gain being pushed
for some time past. Now, Sir, the proposal of the hon. Member who wants
to amalgamate the Veterinary and Livestock Departments is a simple one
which intends to take the Livestock Department from under the Director of
Agiiculture, to the Director of Veterinary Department, so this is only a simple
amalgamation of the Live-stock and Veterinary Departments. Sir, it is a matter
for consideration whether the simple taking of the Livestock section under
a Veterinary Officer without any change of the staff would bring in any im-
provement. We find that the change contemplated will be confined to the Head
of the Department only. Solong it has been under the Director of Agricul-
ture, but now it will go under the Director of Veterinary Department. This
is the change proposed, other things remaining the same.

Now, Sir, we have already asked for information from other States in India
as to how arrangements are going on there—whether they have been managing
a combined Department, as has been proposed to be done in this State of ouss
or whether they have any other arrangements besides this. We have been
examining this matter and when we will be in possession of facts and informa-
tions asked for from outside and if on examination ofall these itis considered
that the Livestock section will serve better under the Director of Veterinary than
under the Director of Agriculture, Government will surely do the needful as
carly as possible

I shall be glad to have any other suggestions from other hon., Members as
to whether this amalgamation will serve better or whether any other steps are
to be taken in this regard.

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Mr. Speker, Sir, we understand that the
Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture and Livestock has invited some suggestions
from us whether the simple amalgamation of these two Departments will serve
a better purpose to our country or any other step is nccessary. To my mind, if
these two Departments are amalgamated there is no reason that the post of
Deputy Director of Livestock who works under the Director of Agriculture
shall be retained as such. He might be absorbed in the natural Department
of his, thatis the Agriculture Department. This internal arrangement might
be made in and in his place one who has the knowledge of Veterinary science and
of rearing livestock be appointed. If the financial question stands in the way
I may say that Ido not think other States are extravagant and they did this
amalgamation without considering matter financial. If we find that this amal-
gamation under an ‘Animal Husbandry Director has been successful in other
States and is successtul in this arrangement, we possibly should take up this now.
If we think that our State will not be in a position to give effect to this propo-
sal as contemplated, though it will ultimately be remunerative, I shall advise
Government to beg, borrow or steal if necessary to rehabilitate this useful
Department, because the real basis of our life, thatis the village reconstruc-
tion, ultimately depends upon two things, the child and the cattle ““coltam
wt# cAtan’’ These are the two kinds of wealth according to our ideals and if
we do not take care of the child and if we do not take care of the calf certainly
this big and beneficial scheme will remain in the paper and there would be
1o reconstruction of our country. Therefore, Sir, I suggest that even if there
be any financial difficulty our Government will be in a position to adjust that
difficulty somehow or other so that this wuseful Department may develop
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and it will so develop that within a few years—say 3 or 6 years—the r{l.?lllij
that has been Spent now more than what Government can spare, they will be
repaid, amply repaid I believe.

Now, we have this experience dwing the war ; the whole cattle strcnﬁth
has been almost depleted because of the military requirements and after t_at
we now find a pair of buliock which cultivators used to buy atone hundred
rupces, they are now buying at five or six hundred rupees. That is apparen-
tly the position now and however glibly we can talk in tl:xc Assembly _‘or out-
side, with this state of things how can we expect the cultivators to assist us in

the Grow-More-Food Campaign unless they bave a pair of bullock—healthy
bullocks to work with.

Again, regardiug the re-organisation of the scciety 5 itis necessary to have
the army of healthy class of young men who will be able to take up serving

the country administratively and in other ways. Wherefrom can we get this
force of healthy youngmen ?

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : On a point of information, Sir.  Are
human beings also included in animal husbandry ? (Laughter.) '

Srijut NILMANJ PHOOEKAN : My friend is here today u_«'xth his  bulk
because he used to get sufficient milk in his childhood, otherwisc he- would
not have carried this physique.

We are told, Sir, that at least half a seer of milk is necessary for each
individual, Tp place of that we do not get here in Assam even a chhatak,
In the Punjab T believe they get 22 ounces, but in Assam 1 ounce. So how can you
think that with such quantity of milk it will be possible to bring up those heathly
young men who will take up the services of the country in a healthier way ?
It is a very serious thing for us, Ifwe have to take up this scheme even by
giving up other schemes, we must do so to be able to produce a_healthier
class of voungmen and a healthier class of cattle. These two things we cannot
ignore. It will be criminal folly if we do that. So, I say the amalgamation

of these two Departments s the only thing necessary at the present moment,
Science will approve of this, quackary will not.

Of .course, Sir, il we want te build up our State scientifically as we always
talk, then these two Departments must be amalgamated at any cost because
the experience gained by other States  will embolden us to doso. 1f good
results have been obtained in  other States, why should we be hesitating to
amalgamate these two Departments, cven if by doing so a little. more financial

commitments is necessary 5 we must face it. If we grow potatoes we must im-
prove our cattle also if potato sceds and livestock are growing together,
Because we do not do this, potato seed is also scarce now-a-days. We do not
get good potato seeds, byt only mixed potato seeds are given to us which never
grow well, perhaps for reason of mixed department. So these patch works
which have been done by cur former alien Government so long from the heights
of Shillong must be dope away with and these two Departments, the Agricul-
ture Department and the Livestock Department should go down to the plaing
and bring their results in actual ficld, Therefore, I think the Hon’ble Minis-
ter will accept this Resolution, or we should know clearly whether this amalgama-

tion 15 not deSircd at the tOP and \-thlh(':r thc fina ncial COmmitment “iH be Fentiee
horbitant so that we cannot take it =

at the present moment, Sir, if these two
Departments are ama_lgamated there il only be a change of officers. The
Deputy Director of Livestock who de

0 A A € not know livestock should go to his
proper p_]a_{:(_? in ‘_thc main  Agricultyre Departmgm and somcbody must be put

¥ r-l
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in his place—one who has got knowledge of livestock : we have got the Veterinary
College and we shall have an army of qualified Veterinary doctors within a
short time who will take up this work.

Then, Sir, with regard to artificial insemination as suggested by my hon.
Friend, Mr. Bhagavati, I must say that is a very good idea at the present
moment when we cannot sccure improved breed. I'am told that by this pro-
cess, somelimes ten to twelve times of cows can beserved. I feel it is very
necessary at the present moment when we have got no good livestock So I
believe this also may be experimented upon.

Another thing in this connection I may incidentally bring to the attention
of the Government is that the Agricultural College, the Veterinary College
and some other Lepartments are spread over in different places and diffe-
rent. districts. This patchwork will ultimately be quite unratisfactory and for
these reasons the public may not be, taken to task. My idea 1s this, a
full-fledged Veterinary College must be developed as proposed at Barahmpur
in Nowgong district, or a full-fledged College developed at Khanapara where
there is ample space and also where livestock is available, or it may be
developed in Jorhat where there are Agricultural College, Livestock Depart-
ment and ample space or at any other place. But it should not be scattered in
different places. This patchwork, as I said, will not wear well.

Therefore, in all seriousness I should advise Goverrment that kindred
Departments should be placed in the same locality as the atmosphere of the
locality has something to do with the growth of animal life or vegetable life or
even human life. Therefore, this atmosphere must be created. We do no like
the idea of this patchwork here and there and for these reasons I hope
Government will not say that the people are apathetic and that public co-opera-
tion Wwas not forthcoming, and that the public have not understood all these

things.

With these words, Sir, I simply want to stress that the Livestock Depart-
ment and the Veterinary Department should be amalgamated and scientifically
worked.  If we do not do this then other provinces will call us a quack
province.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
subject has got some _fascination for me for I am a great believer in the
adage “citda cta+’> which has just now been mentioned by my hon. Friend, Srijut
Nilmani Phookan, whom for the last 50 years I have treated as my elder
brother. We came together in the year 1901 to the Cotton College. I was in-
the [First Year and he in the Second Year class.  Since then I have been
calling him with the endearing term of ““Borkokai” and although our paths lay
separate. I kept tack of his career and I was pleased to find that the Assamese

ublic has dubbed him as “Bagmibor * or the ‘““eloquent crator” so, keeping the
alliteration I refer to him as ¢‘Bagmibor Borkckai’’.

He started by giving a very true bent to the discussion of this vcry
important subject but later on he digressed from his point. ‘

The crux of this Resolution is not merely the amalgamation of the Livestock
Section of the Agriculture Department with the Veterinary Department. The en-
tire idea of the promoter of this Resolution is to see that the breed of cattle in the

rovince is improved, and according to him one of the methods is to have both
the Veterinary and Livestock Sections under one head. How far he is correct in
his assumption one should analyse. From a.study of the curriculum of the
yéterinary Colleges in India one will find that iv does not comprise specialised
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study in the subject of Genetics of the cattle world. So, a mere amalgamation

of the Departments of Livestock and Veterinary will not serve the purpose
in view.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Isnot Genetics a part of the curriculum
of the Veterinary College ?

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Np, not advanced study 1in
cattle Genetics. Itis just like the Doctors of Medicine who have to learn a
bit of Gynaecology in order to make easy delivery, and things of this sort.
Some amount of knowledge in Genetics is imparted in the Veterinaty College, but
the science of improving the breed of cattle is not one of the subjects taught‘ there.
That is a specialised course which in India goes under the name and Diploma
of Dairy and Animal Husbandry. That is entirely a separate course.

Sir, I think everyone, be he a white-capped patriot in my front or a bald-
headed person like me on this side of the House if he wants to sec that
our population, especially the rural population, improve their stanc{ard of
living, will agree that the condition of the cattle-wealth should first be impro-
ved. This brings me to the subject that we in Assam are the worst people
throughout the Republic of India as regards our treatment to cattle. I know,
Sir, that the indigenous Assamese cultivator thinks that he has no responsibi-
lity whatsoever for feeding his cattle. I have not seen the system of stall-
feeding adopted by the Assamese people. They let loose their cattle to the
great detriment to the health and growth of the cattle. These cattle fight
amongst cach other for a bite of the few patches of grass that may be growing
in the village fields. That is hardly sufficient to appease their hunger, and
they practically go hungry, which is not at all conducive to their growth or
improvement. ) he second disadvantage of this systern is thatas you let loose
your catile amongst all the cattle of the village or the countryside, some of
which may be diseased, your own cattle get infected and therefore there is a
very big number of deaths from infectious diseases like rinderpest amongst
our cattle. Thirdly, the worst, and what I should say a criminal neglect on
our part, is that our cows get mated by the very weedy bulls that stray about
in village grounds.  Therefore the very idea of improving our cattle wealth
goes, by the board. We ought to take alesson in the art of rearing cattle
from non-Assamese outsiders, who have scttled in Assam. Go to the house of
any Bihari cultivator in Assam and you will find that they take sufficient care
of their cattlc: They keep them inside their houses and weuld not allow them
to be contaminated by the common village herd. You go one step further to

ORF sHusrant Muslim, cultivators and -you: will. find that they take as much
care of their catile ‘

i t as of their children. I have seen in their villages that
not only their caltle are properly fed, but they also keep them under mosquito
gurtains at nightin order g keep them immune from mosquito bite which
brings many diseases,

Shri DHARANI

) = DHAR BASUMATARI' Tirs PEd f‘ 5 £ ST
'(éféf cata v Itz I Alhss IleEF ple ©49T

7% d5at was war w41 orey a1

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;

fumigation is adopted, In  Assamese villages
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The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: @15tf1 w4 wisfae aw a@ifitg i

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: Yes, it is done in Nowgong.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am speaking of
what I have seen with my own eyes. Of course my Friend, Mr. Basumatari is
correct that the Assamese people are so poor that the human beings cannct afford
mosquito curtains, and so how can they aflord mosquito curtains for their cattle ?
But who is responsible for this ? We, the Assamese, have been a race of lotus-
cate.s. Formerly our vitality was sapped by the taking of the drug opium.
Even now in spite of all Government efforts, whether Congress or non-Congress
Government, to root out this big menace to the progress of our society, what do
we find today ? Hundreds and thousands of sumgglers of opium are carrying on
his nefarious but lucrative trade. All our excise sta ff are engaged in detecting
and punishing these anti-social activities of a certain section of our own people.
We ought to hang down our heads in shame for the failure to stop this trade.
‘Governmental machinery has been found to be not competent enough to check
this remunerative but illegal sumggling of opium. Therefore the present Govern-
ment had enlisted public co-operation by appointing an Honorary Prohibition
Commissioner with a large number of non-official helpers in the subdivisions.
‘Whereas from the same land when outside cultivators grow as many as three
crops, we are satisfied if we get our sali dhan.

The Hon ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIIB MAJUMDAR: It will be
Detter to come to the point.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
and coming much better than the Hon’ble Minister.
hon. Mr. Basumatari said. , :

Sir, if we take our lessons how to rear our cattle all the effort of Govern-
ment in that direction will come to fruition and the desired end will be achieved,
but on the other hand, if Government sends a pedigree bull te serve the country
side and even after the services of this bull, the cows are not kept confined in
their own houses and are allowed to roam in the village there to graze with and
served by emaciated and diseased bulls, every effort in this regard will go in
vain. The improvement of cattle must be in two directions, first if 'we want to
improve our cultivation then we must have stronger draught bulls for tilling
our lands. If we want more milk to feed our children, we must improve
the milk strain of our cows and all the Government farms in Assam are meant
for this dual purpose, tut I have heard criticism and very right criticism fom
almost all the public men of Assam that this livestock section has not ‘precuced
the result that we had expected. Mr. Talukdar thinks that if the Department
of Livestock is amalgamated with the Veterinary Department which strives to

revent diseases of cattle, by this probably the country will be more benefited

Sir, my purpose in rising lo participate'in this debate is to prove tha;
2 mere change of the Department of Livestock from Agriculture tOertcrinary
will not achieve the result that we all want. We must have and, I think. we have
at the present moment §omc_oﬂicers who are qualified with scientiﬁc’ training
that can be obtained in either the United Kingdom or United States of
America. The advance that those countries have made will be apparent from
this simple fact—that whereas the. average milk yield of a cow there is in the

I am coming to the point,
I am just refuting what




‘head of the Veterinar
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neighbourhood of 20 seers a day, the average . yield in Assam is only half a
seer a day. But if proper care is taken I do not see why we cannot improve
our milk yield. If we take proper sieps probakly we can do it. In my own
household. I have got two cows, one probably an offspring of the famous short
horn breed of Scotland gives milk of about 12 seers per day and the second cow
gives 5 seers milk per day. For these two cows, I have one Goala, a
Gurkhali entirely devoted to lock to the feeding, cleaning and milking. + These
cows are given stall feeding. They are fed not only with matikalai, oilcake
and bhusi, which are rationed articles: now but they are given green. grass,

As I have taken special care for these cattle, therefore, I am getting good result
in milk yield.

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI On a point of information, Sir,
e 14 SMtdia cerdes fF 3@ 2

. Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: zfx I TiEtal shedim Giig
WA AW, A2 T G2 @F b ot qatw | (Laughter.)

Sir, I am citing my example only to say that if an Assamese like myself
can obtain such big yield of milk every Assamese can get better result if only
they try to take more care of them and feed th-m properly. The Mali who sold
me the big cow said that if I properly feed it four days I would get 14 seers of
milk a day as he used to get and already I have' got an average quantity of 12
seers of milk per day by feeding thrice. Sir, as I said, my hon.
Srijut- Nilmani Phookan, gave the proper bent to our discussion when he
lly started and I hope every hon. gen leman will try how best he can improve
the breed of cattle. Our breed of cattle cannot be compared with the
cattle in the Upper India- which I have seen myself. The average. cow there
produce a much higher yield of milk. In Delhi, Ihave seen even goats produc-
ing 5 seers of milk per day, whereas we get 1/10 of the quantity from our
average ‘cow in  Assam. My Friend, Srijut Nilmani Phookan, said that our

number of catt_le have dwindled very greatly since the last war. Then this
is the present time when we should replenish our shortage and that can be
done W1§ha new lgreed and our cattle wealth will increase. :
Sri'u{ 1\:;{1 cquePwnlf anotller Assamese adagp, apart from the one quoted by

1) timani. Phookan. qitz 999, sits q46w, 1. e, if you want a strong
healthy cow you must feed her with good grass and if you want a gooi
bealth of a man You must feed him with rice (Bhat).

Friend,
origina-

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : elg must be staRita 73 Tt

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
urge upon the Government by

give prominence to the entertain
ning, wrespective of the Da
ment. 1 would want

: _ So we should not only
not only accepting this poposcd Resotlution but
ment of seperate staff with proper Livestock tyq;
op partment be in the Agriculture or Veterinary Depm-:h
: at our cattle should be improved and efforts of X
| d | @ Oi CO n
::::J}t *«:';lle;wt come to anything unless it is backed by intelligent, rea;n::]ll[]-
difﬁcli)]t ,p co-operation f{rom the public in general. There ought to hé 2
mdituzcais regarc}h ﬁnan‘ces because I sec that there will be nc?t much <
’%m Dcpurt]y mIe)Efc)c,:t maki‘n%r the change that is proposed in this Rf:solutiz_‘:;
I or of Livestock will be there whether he 1 ¥
; : ) : 1¢ 1S unde

:)n]‘fc.toguoftAgmcultmc or Veterinary Director and probaly there will bl;: E}]e
echnically trained head and I do not think an M.R C.V.S., who is  the preserﬁ
oA o y Department has got the Proper training in Geneti
oi cattle, will be alone suitable for this post. v
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Srijut BIJOY CHANDRA BHAGAVATI: w91y Sxrs wczivwd, @2
ARITCHR Teepy czrg @2 @ TSP A@dw 2t Livestock HITEIR 7%
Veterinary fyeisis svte @f o1 = [{Retr @7s @ 1 823 @4t sitae @4t I3
@ Livestock »fata % Ffufveideis Veterinary et @dcez @b |
MR 93 wht fstl A 44t @t FfRea g Beffer [ zfes a7 &l
I REfF @it stEee oals at 39 (= wmarm <3t ezrg | AR FECd 9% IS
Livestock =tfcit sfafaetds ofat i3z Veterinary {Sial @9s qrF=s F319
T Fq 02w |

TIT AeeeT wify @ oefachie W? TGS ok faca i wisfafze cits
Gy, AT cligifeor S5fe Atem 23 @i T-gsds g a9 Affq |
T [estdiveas cret sleRiaiE (Fra—cethfaeaal et @ ava talT Wit
TOSalF (SEEATAST Frage 947FT  Fraits animal husbandry 7 A= F4t
TTE | AR cIEicAt | 12 w9t B 298 ditg | fow w4tz ‘afvens’ =nET S
nycE ity @rereae AR e IF guEe et o ot cRiat iR |
‘GfTTE 25t WY ACE Frwtztd i cSefIcTdt [ua gt @F Ay @)
qrFAcst Fof M2 frca (@ly FE FE Sl 2 9lF - Tfe Ay [{EE
TG Sita FIT Tl ATIAT T | Q@ (20w BiET 41 | Live-stock =i
slifyetls @sts caatfdl Livestock ifes cSthbfataat qralbt et arr=at FE=ca
(Fiat G205 | ©lr HbS, e AT ot Ttatace, coli-gifeq Tyfe-tea iR
altsl, FCT Afz-AtE w9 aiet, @aes atfig aiesl, e Breed sfF Ff33
dtet ORI {9E  @&EFT AT FAIE, qoaibt Wt @0 AvsltaT g Sowey o
@12 Fiatd @ <4 7h FetAelita [ethE S preace A 23 9t cli-gifebia
Tifee 291 % fymtw wewe 291 cewBfEas)’ Retels Asts livestock I Y
@fo ; FITE 92 [Eidt wht 774 5154 1 Uiz afs @7 diee 43t cit-cqeta Bsifs
Mg It wifgs fiqe @pilT @FiE FETT U 5IFIT O FEI IF A2 At
Feat | AT oF cAfawa Oide @2 [wiachia acdifts Reasatd wife af¥cEt |

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speakers
Sir, I have heard with great attention the points raised one after another by the
hon. Leader of Opposition. There are many factors which are responsible for the
deterioration of the cattle wealth of the Province and one of the main factors i s
the negligence of our people to their cattle, The primitive way of rearing their
cattle is another factor which cannot help to develop the livestock in Assam. We
are trying our utmost to develop our cattle but it will be difficult to develop them
as they have been in other Provinces ; because on account of the climatic condi-
tion of Assam there will be some difference between the cattle of Assam and those
of other Provinces in the up-country. As I have said, our people take very little
care of their cattle, Stall feeding is another main factor for the development of
the cattle which our people have not yet adopted. By feeding at large not only
the cattle waste their energy but also they require more fodder, I have ascer-
tained from experts of Livestock and Veterinary Departments that if the cattle
were stall-fed, they would require half the fodder they require otherwise, and the
same cow as yields 10 seers of milk will only give 4 or 5 seers if let loose, because
milk dries as the cow moves on. So, Sir, there are many factors in developing our
cattle wealth which are overlooked by the people of our Province. Over and above,
if we let our cattle graze at large, they get mixed up with other diseased cattle
and thereby contact infection. There are other sources also from which our
cattle contact diseases by grazing at large, There are parasites everywhere in
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ttacked
the field. If our cattle arel_alllloc;yed té)s g‘:ﬁizghzg;nlfé'%ﬁ,o ;g:yozszggggllegi ;espread
i nd other fell diseas > 1 <
:zdﬂlgs[:egc;tlfngd time, Sir, our people are lagging very much bleshmg St}tlﬁepeltl)(}))n‘
of other Provinces in taking proper steps and care for their aml‘fllflo iake Ak
Leader of the Opposition said, there are certain 1mm1g,fz}11tss\\_ T
of their cattle than the indigenous people and the Hon’ble Srijut T
that there are certain immigrants who throw mOsquito curtain Ovmattlc o
That, of course, is not possible everywhere. But the fact is that our ¢ LS
careful treatment from the owner for their development. Goveynmel;or A
€ver trying their utmost to improve the cattle wealth of the Provmcf:{c‘: £

time, but we have not yet achieved the desired result inspitée of our efforts.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister should confine his
reply to the point raised, '

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : My Friend,
Srijut Iiilmani Phook

an, is under the impression that the Deputy Director of
Livestock has no trainj

ng in his work, but, Sir, I should say that he has special
training in the livestock work.

Of course, it is a fact that ¢

he Director of Veterinary is not a fit person to
deal with al] aspects of livestoe

“

Now, as regards the question that has been raised regarding ama]gamatlmcll
of the Livestock Section with the Veterinary Department, we hfwc collecte
certain facts from, other Provinces and we are reviewing thc' replies we have
el B Sir, we have algo asked the Director of Veterinary Department
0 submit g scheme for amalgamation of Livestock Section with Veterinary
Depart{nent and also o report whether this scheme will involve any heavy
Cpenditure.  Afer SXamining all thege we will come to a decision. I think,
Government should pe 5 owed some time to examine all the facts. Just to take
the Livestock section from the Agriculture Department to the Veterinary Depart-
ment, the result might net be as desired b mp hon. Friend. ' As has already bet;n
pointed out that Mumber of f;0¢5 o toY bcy examined and opinions also will
have to be collecteqd from other Provinces. For all these purposes, I think, Govern-
ment should be allowed some time before. coming to a final decision for amalg_a-
mating the departments, With this assurance, 1 hope, the hon. Mover will
withdraw the Resolution . I can assure that this matter will not be dropped and
we shall see if the departmengs can be amalgamated to have better result,

Shri BIJOY GHANDR 4 BHAGAVATI: =ity 78) weztwe i =gl fics
R SIS fofs 7 43 T 281 T51% earm |
The Hon’ble the §

PE e ber leave of the House
to withdraw the Resolutiop ?KER ¢ Has the hon. Member le
The Resolution

Was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Resolution ¢ ; taking oy, of all important roads within the State b
Government

Y.

Mr, § eéker Sir, I beg tomove: ¢ That this
Assembly is of the Opinion that aJ) im}i;ortan; roa’ds within the State shoyld be

—3>
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. The present Resolution was tabled some months ago before Assam was so
seriously affected by the earthquake, and it may now appear that in pointing to
the deterioration of roads we are referring to something which is in reality of less
importance compared with the great damage that has been caused by the earth-
quake, We trust, however, that special assistance will be forthcoming to deal with
the very extensive damage caused by the earthquake and this will quickly be
repaired. But, Sir, we are facing in so many areas the menace of a gradual
process of deterioration which is affecting all communications.

Earlier in this Session I had attempted to draw the attention of the hon.
Members to the fact that the expenditure on repair of an important National
Highway between Makum and Lekhapani had declined from one lakh to half a
lakh of rupees and the Government was aware of the very unsatisfactory condition
of the road and had been approaching the Government of India for assistance.
We do not doubt Government’s earnestness in this matter, but the fact remains
that the road is bad and really unfit for traffic. Government have recognised
that the condition of this road is unsatisfactory. We can equally well point to
many other roads. The road from Jorhat to Dibrugarh is in poor condition and
many other roads are in no better condition and this applies equally whether
these are maintained by Government as agents of the (Central Government or on
their own responsibility out of State funds, and all roads require a greater measurc
of attention than they appear to be receiving at the moment. We are not certain
what is the cause of this. We are only concerned at this time with the results.
Whether it is that the cost of repair has risen so high that sufficient money for that
purpose is not available at present or that on account of the preoccupations on
those vast projects such as the Shillong-Jowai-Haflong-Silchar Road, the link road
to Tripura and the various roads of the Garo Hills that the Public Works Depart-
ment cannot pay that attention which is needed for the day to day supervision ?
One suggestion which I would like to give at this stage and this has been sent to
me by one of our experts is in regard to the portion of the National Highway
JDrhat-—Dibru'garh-Makum-Lckhapani that it may be advisable to concentrate on
> much narrower width say, 12-15 ft. instead of having an unsatisfactorily main-

tained width of 30 ft.

The main purpose, however, of our Resolution is to emphasise the unfortu-
nate condition of those important portions of the communications system which
are maintained under Local Boards. Their revenues have not, I fear, increased
in proportion to the rise in the cost of road repair and we find that deterioration
is going on at a very great pace. These road systems are collapsing and it is
essential, if Assam is to retain an integrated road system, that some assistance
should be given to the Local Boards either by taking over their roads or by pro-
viding finance or by giving them expert and technical asssistance or modern
machinery for road maintenance. A recent development is somewhat purturbing ;
we find that Local Boards are now attempting to economise on their road con-
struction by preventing motor transport using the roads. It means we are rapidly
returning to the bullock-cart days ! They are imposing legal restrictions on the
weight of motor vehicles allowed to use bridges, and the limit is such that it will
virtually exclude all motor transport from the roads. Incidentally these bridges
have for many years carried heavy transport and we see no reason why such
restrictions should now be imposed. Again we recognised that Local Boards have
difficulties, but it scems to me it would be better to try and solve the problem by
affording proper facilities for road transport which is so necessary in areas which

are inadequately served by railway.
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We would like to take this opportunity to refer to the Road Cmnmumcatm?s
Board. T have been a member of this Board for some years and there appcags )
be a development which we feel is somewhat contrary to the interests of the tate
as a whole. The obvious intention of this Board was to consider road communi-
cations of Assam as a whole—how the available funds, how thf: available resources
could be so utilised that the whole of Agsam bcncﬁtegl. There is however a practice
which is frustrating this purpose and on recent occasions we have found that all
the available money received from the Petrol Tax Fund was evenly dis-
tributed over all the Districts of Assam, It does not foIIpw_that_: the interest of the
State as a whole require that there should be an equal distribution of money in all
areas. We find that some of the work which is going on in some localities is of no
value whatsoever to the majority of the residents of the State. We consider that
the main purpose of the Communication Board was to prepare a co-ordinated and

integrated plan of road development so that roads could be developed on a
scientific and material basis,

We have repeatedly drawn attention to the failure to provide approach roads
to steamer ghats. While we have become extremely dependent on the river-
steamer service, no Progress however has been made on the Kharupatia-Mangaldai
approach road. We had succeeded in securing the inclusion of the Bokakhat-
Dhansirimukh road in the Post-War programme, but no work seems to have been
done so far excepting a small amount of earthwork, so all the important work on
this project has still to be done. In the last Session of the Assembly we had em-
phasised the great importance of Constructing a new approach to a river ghat in
North Lakhimpur at No Ali and pointed out that a small approach road of 3 miles
or so would enable the town of North Lakhimpur to be linked with the Steamer
Service. Now North Lakhimpur is completely severed from Bardutighat as the
Ranganadi bridge has been completely destroyed. Thisis a Project which now
merits tackling as a special - earthquake scheme and it will enable communi-
cations in the North Lakhimpur and Subansiri area to be re-established.

fother project which is of great importance and is not only 4 Post-war
scheme. This is the Laikajan-Tinsukia road
proach road to the Sadiya Frontier Tract. We
would ask the Government to go ahead with these projects. There is an
cqually urgent necessity of pressing through another important project, The
approach road to the Neamati rjver ghat over the Neamati railway bridge
which has been arched to make it available for motor traffic and a similar
arrangement over the Dehing at Margherita, have been completed through the
exertions of Government, We are grateful for the work that has been
completed and the cost of this T understand has been borne by the Assam
Government. There was a third bridge scheme which we had pressed, that. i8
on the road between Silchar and Karimganj, This has long been pendin
and we do not see any reason why it should not be taken up. I hope this
will receive the earnest attention of the Government, as we certamly  thin)
that it will benefit all travellers between Karimganj and Silchar. Anothey
important project is to connect Silchar directly with the rest of the State of
Assam. We understand that the road which was constructed between Jowaji-
Haﬁong_ will not be fit for traffic all the year round unless a large amount of
money 1s again spent. Therefore we would recommend Government to take u
a project of connecting Dawki with Silchar. During the war there wag a road
constructed througl? Jaintiapur angd part of this road can be utilised, byt j¢
requires a small diversion, Thijs would provide a permanent road connectin

Silchar with the rest of Assam without entering Pakistan and T am certain that
it will be a great boon to that area,

—

o
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In conclusion we trust Government will give their very careful conside-
ration to the suggestions that we have made. We have no ulterior motive in
suggesting that there is any deterioration in the roads. The observations we
have made, we regard it as our duty to place before the Government. What
the remedies are we are not at the present moment in a position to suggest, but we
consider that these could easily be ascertained by enquiries and we consider
that the question should be taken up resolutely as communications are essential

for national prosperity.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Resolution moved :

«That this Assembly is of the opinion that all important roads within the
State should be taken over by Government and maintained until such time as
essential improvements can be effected under the Post-War Development

Schemes.”

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am obliged
to Mr. Hardman not because the Resolution that he has moved can be accept-
ed by me but because he has given me an opportunity to explain the position
of the State Government with regard to the roads of the State. By his Motion,
Sir, he wants that the Government should take up all the important roads
within the State including those roads which are at present run by different
Local Boards. Tinancial position of the Stafe is such that it is not possible for
me to accept the Resolution that he has moved. Sir, it has already become
difficult on the part of the Government to maintain properly those roads which
were already taken up by Government in the process of execution of the Post-
War Development Scheme for want of finance. The Government in the year 1946,
included about 1900 miles of roads under the Post-War Development plan
and they started the programme with great difficulty. But in the year 1949 the
Government of India reduced the Post-war grants and consequently the program-
me that we pushed on by Assam had to be stopped in June 1949.
Since then there is no new construction of roads and the roads that have
already been taken up in the process of the execution of the programme
came to about 1,100 miles, These 1,100 miles of road are at present not
being properly look after only for shortage of funds. In face of this,—if I am
to accept the Resolution of my hon. Friend, Mr. Hardman, we shall have to
take up and maintain the roads at present by Local Boards, in addition to
the Post-war roads already taken over. Sir, when the State Government is
not in a position to maintain all those roads already taken over, it will not be
desirable to take up the roads at present maintained by Local Boards.
In addition to what has been said, the ecarthquake by damaging some of the roads
and buildings has brought to the State a heavy burden and this is being felt
also by Mr. Hardman. So, Sir, in view of - the circumstances under which
the State Government is placed now, I would request my hon, Friend to
withdraw the Resolution that he has moved.

He has, in his speech, referred to certain roads which are included in
the Post-War Development Scheme. I have already said, Sir, this Post-War
Development Scheme was stopped when the grant out of which the programme
was to be executed was curtailed ; if the grant would not have been curtailed
the programme would have been allowed to proceed. When there will
be sufficient fund the roads referred to by him will be given due consideration.

As regards the Katakhal bridge which is long standing, I can assure him
that the Railway Department has undertaken to deck the bridge by this

winter,
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But as regards thc. other roads that he has referred to we will need
sufficient fund and if funds permit that will be considered by us ; but now
to take over all the roads as contemplated by this Resolution. will not be
possible for the State Government, Therefore, I would request the hon. Member
to withdraw his Resolution. : =

Mr. C. W. MORLEY: On a point of information S" the Hon’bl
Minister has referred to the Katakhal bridge and we ar,e gg’tefulcto h?t?l fo‘i

that. But what about the other suggestions about the Silchar-Shillong Road
via Badarpur ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: I can assure the hon. Member th
the Silchar-Shillong Road will be maintained by the State Govcmment? mFglr- th;:
certain funds have been provided, but the Government of Indja want to

construct another road wviz Badarpur and the survey of the execution of this
road is in progress.

Shri SATINDRA MOHAN DEV: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have just heard
my hon. Friend, Mr. Hardman, requesting the Government to take all road
under the Public Works Department. In my district we have mapped Ous
systematic programme for the improvement of our roads and under this pro
gramme we have taken up our portion of the Silchar-Shillong road i1'I1J ;
systematic manner. I hope my -Friend, the Hon’ble Minister, who had beea
to our district 3 or 4 months ago has marked that. Sir, if you ,go to Silch -
through Pakistan you will not be able to know th:e boundary between l(r:u:la'lr
and Pakistan but as soon as you reach that portion of the road where yoll;a
car gets bumping and jerking as if your steering will break, then you will kno :
that you have reached the Indian Union boundary—(Laughter) H

As regards the Silchar-Haflong-Shillong road, which is -under the Publi
Works Department—the people in our part used to call it a ‘Public Wastc
Department’ but now they have changed that name and call it “Pocke(t:
Wallah Dc;.)artmcnt”‘ ............ (voices—what is the meaning of that?) I do
gg:v -21::-152:;5 Its meaning but that is what the people call this Department
it Then, Sir, Tam a member of the Communications Board and I haye

€0 getting assurance since 1945 that the Katakhal bridge is in progress
and that the Railway De : 1 it in 1948. 1 got thj
assurance in those  davg ‘Sﬁirtment w1l} complete Dl L ingcla- is
of this Department a;d hen ) _Erxend, Wl dS’d in the bud 1t lfge
50 thousand rupees and th tth%t paen, iad beed A0 4 1948 e
I am here speaking ina 1t is bridge would be completed in 1948 ; now
I do not know when it Wo ld9 SRR s DcEober over. the sare t_hmg.
the present Minister in cha_::1 be done. I would request my hon. Friend,

My attention has also bge, {0 take up this matter immediately.
specch Mr. Hardman  » cen drawn to the fact that in the course of his
roads also under the Py} i: q‘%ﬂsted SORSICHURicl Sk Qe e a ocal Board
seeing the result of the orks Department. I am opposed to this after
amend the second portion Opfogress they are making. I would rather like to

with funds to make im f his Resolution that Local Boards should be provided

} Provement t i
With these wo i S oads.
rds Sir, T Tesume my seat,

- S;ff;c;:ém;ﬂmml{ BASUMATARI: wyr% wtzivg, Sqt
: RATRB T Ffaaza 5 Mg I8 latel femt infor
mation #ARTAZ | wify iRl @ Post :

-war Reconstructions fifizis i)
a@ta1 czfear Post-war Reconstruction scheme ©F alats @3 ﬁ:af?;a

© 7 oata
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foeqw 91 @bl percentage z it z—if wfi@ca 2oz o czrn 49
per cent. formula fZsitsitz Ft7 FfF7 1 afw @2 =oleA FIT FI ST
7% 49 per cent.® I & AT @R T N2 fF T Flwd oo F4
(g CIEth wifEca At sfa Altaiczred | @i S@ftatea gEwe eiftica
A2 @ fAfFats Petrol taxs Iiwta <t off @it @12 f[Elws <7 93 923,
ofeas atfsq | figs aite) whmea it @ ot F¥91 927 91w @699 section
Ffd @t 02w 9T (13 sectionw AfFta (z AA/T I F@ ozl fFE @2
section =fF 49 per cent.s fFiT atw) AfFI T3 @ | 37 ¢ A2 ZTIACH
e FR @lEin FiId @ty g b Az eifere fREie st ofF
aofqca 9%7 9iF fAfFEle 9999 99 Procurement @&fb 23 9iF I'© 9w Al
3t qrFI Aot w@ey A% Bi¥cam qf 9% Fd [iRcam GiRE wf efy
@I FA FA R M) OR FiEd Rl gTge §2, @iF [EF 5189 perc.
entage 7 section f2pitd 7+ifitare =12 R=nF 123 3fta @7 special con-
sider FT3 wi® ©iteR Ffva I Gpit Ffacen a9z o) = G5 Py 49
5i% a +If 37 1 70 petrol taxz o7 ©fF Ay iy 4 wwETes A4fRg |
34} Tczivas 41 49 percentage f¥ wiF section & ofF wifimca 5w
Ffata—ad s 77 712 A fF23 Ftaed o T4 2

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: What does Mr. Hardman exactly mean
by the expression, “and maintained until such time as essential improvements
can be effected under the Post-War Development Schemes’ ?

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : By “maintenance” I mean making suitable for
traffic. I leave it open whether this should be done directly by Government
through Public Works Department or by means of subvention to Local Boards.
We merely want that they should be maintained either by Government directly
or by means of financial assistance to the Local Boards for the purpose.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: What does the hon. Member mean by,
ssuntil such time as essential improvements can be effected under the Post-War
Development Schemes ?”” I am asking these questions for facilitating the debate.

Mr. J. 5. HARDMAN: As hon. Members are aware, large schemes were
prepared under the Post-War Development Plan—I cannot give off hand the extent
of the mileage involved, but we found that most of these roads, which we regard as
important lines of comunication, were included in the Post-War Develgpment
Scheme which was to be taken up over a five or ten-year period. We thought
that that would be sufficiently comprehensive to cover the important roads which
we considered should be maintained as part of the main communication sys-
tem. The scheme was worked out with the assistance of the Central Government’s
experts who were considering the problem of communications in Assam in
all categories from National Highways down to the State Highways and local
roads, and therefore it represented an integrated plan,
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The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not think
that Mr. Hardman can explain his Resolution in the way he has done now,
consistent with the wording of the Resolution. The Resolution says, “This
Assembly is of opinion that all important roads within the State should be taken
over by Government and maintained, et_c.” So, he wants thaf Government sﬁou}d
take over all important roads including the Local Boards’ roads and maintain
them until such time as essential improvements can bc.: effected to the roads under
the Post-War Development Schemes. The Resolution as moved do not com-
plete the maintenance of the Local Board roads by giving grants to them,

My, J. S. HARDMAN : On a point of explanation, Sir. T do not think there
is any road, whieh I contemplated, which had not been included in the Post-
War Development programme.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: Anyhow, Sir, as I have already
said in my preliminary reply, Government cannot now take up any other road
beyond those they have already taken up. I confess, Sir, that Government are
not in a position to maintain properly those roads, which they have taken up,
for want of funds. So, Sir, Mr. Hardman’s proposal to Government to take
up those roads which are now maintained by Local Boards cannot be accepted,

’

Mr. Dev, hassaid that Government had stated in the year 1948 that the
Katakhal bridge would be decked in that year. I do not exactly remeber whep
that statement was made. Neither did I expect that there would be a refe-

~rence to that matter to-day. But as I also hold charge of the portfolio of
Transport I remember that the Railway as well as our Transport Department
have agreed on the budget that is necessary for the construction of the Kaga.
khal bridge. The arrangementis that it would be done within this winter,

As regards maintenance of roads, Mr. Dev says thatthere is a gulf of dit
ference between maintenance of roads which were in Pakistan and thoge in
India. But it must be remembered that the road to which he has referreq to
was built by India before Partition and the same road is now maintajned
by them. 1 do not know whatis the financial condition of Pakistan, but 1
know that the financial condition of this State is not good enough to majy.
tain the roads as they should have been maintained in the Public Works Depart-

ment standard. Therefore, there may be some deterioration, I think

» 1N our
roads,.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER

b finiah gD BaTh > : How long the Hon’ble Minister wil] take
o : .

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: I will finish it soon, Sir,

To the eﬁquiry of Srijut Basumatari, I would li
> ike to say th
under the Post-War Scheme over certain roads more than 49 pe¥ cen%t
of the expenditure has been made and we ;

: propose to take up those roads. Ney
from the Petrol Tax Fund in order to save the expenditure  from waste

k i s 2 he
wants to know what is meant by section of a road also.
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The Homn’ble the SPEAKER : It secems the Hon’ble Minister will take
some time more.

Adjournment
“Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 1 p. M.

After lunch

- The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Mlmster of Public Works
Departmcut will continue.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my hon. Friend,
Srijut Basumatari wanted to know what we mean by ‘“a section of a road”. By
section of a road, we mean a portion of a road.

As I have already explained, Sir, why we cannot accept the Resolution
and, so, I would request my hon. Friend, Mr. Hardman to withdraw his

Resolution.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are grateful to the Hon’ble
Minister fqr the informative reply which he has given and we hope that
from this debate certain_positive achievements will flow. We are somewhat
coucerned that when the State is expending a sum of 12 crores of rupees and
when we have so recently voted an additional crore of rupees that it. should
be admitted that Government cannot maintain adequately the roads. which
are under their charge. We hope, Sir, that when in the coming months Gov-
ernment will be preparnig their budget, they will see first of all what retrench-
ment is possible in a number of departments which appear to be over swollen,
what retrenchment is practicable in activities which are of less importance to
the State and see that funds are allocated to ensure efficient communications.
We will then:see what funds are needed and what funds can be provided
to bring our road system into an eflicient condition. We did not expect, Sir,
that Government would accept the Resolution which we have moved. But we
hope that from our discussions there will materialise positive road improve-
ment, and we are grateful, I say once again, to the Hon’ble Minister for his
agreeing to take into consideration the suggestions we have made here.

With these words, Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my resolu-
tion.

The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now, Resolution No. *6 standing in the
name of Srijut Bhadra Kanta Gogoi.

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am not going to

move my *Resolution.

*6 Srijut Bhadra Kanta Gogoi—This Assembly is of opinion that the (‘overnment of Assam
do rake immediate steps to make Assamese the State language of Assam.
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Resolution r¢ taking up of the North Trunk Road im Assam as a National
High Way and extension of the Assam Railway from Rongapara
North to North Lakhimpur and to Tezpur Station

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then, Srijut Bijoy Chandra Bhagavati to
move his resolution.

Srijut BIJOY CHANDRA BHAGAVATI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do move the
Goverrment of India and impress upon them the urgency of taking up the North
Trunk Road in Assam as a National High Way and also of connecting that part
of Assam which has suffered most for very bad communication, with railway by
extending the Assam Railway from Rangapara North to North Lakhimpur and

to the Tezpur town station in the place of Tezpur-Balipara Railway ; and of -

giving top priority to these proposals.

Sir, the resolution deals with three questions : iz. (¢) Taking over the North
Trunk Road by the Government of India as a National High Way, (ii) Extension
of the Assam Railway from Rangapara North to Lakhimpur North and
(zii) Replacement of the Tezpur-Balipara Railway by the Assam Railway.

First, let me take up the case of the North Trunk Road. Its importance for

the people in the North Bank of the Brahmaputra, more particularly for the
people of Tezpur and North Lakhimpur subdivisions cannot be over estimated.
The people there have no other way either for travelling or for transport of goods,
And_ it seems to havq great strategic importance. I cannot venture to estimate
the importance of this road from Military point of view. I must not hazard any
Eplfllgnt. }IBut when T look at the map, I can see as a lay man that this road is
E(;:FAS S‘; rl; -aY '%%lsr?g:(rltant partin any imergency that may arise in the North-

1 5
A atamies FeeRis, Spread? SO caters to the needs of the hill people, such as Daflas,

A ng from the Balipara Frontier Tract to the Subonsiri

mOstBll::l;:all-:lgsrglfiE%u(l)tfa;hroalt\ir as It is important. Geographically it falls in the
very many trOublgesom o ¢ North East India. The road has to negotiate with
L B ke Th\. wers. or streamlet_s . Five out of them are problem rivers
the Dikrong, 'éo f‘a: }'Care * the Dhansiri, Gabharu, the Bharali, the Burai and
attempted on these river C’nséru.cnon of permanent bridges has not even been
rivers by boat to traye] s. d_o In  the rainy season one has to cross these five
subsiding of water in the & distance of about 150 miles. Then again, rising or
or subside. So they are know o’ 05t Uncertain. In any moment it may rise

Y. 2re known as mad r ivers ; and people do not know when the

crossing will be ibl :
people travel]ingogfégle’§gd Where they will be held up. In the rainy season

Lakhimpur very often find 1t q e 228 10 Tezpur and from Tezpur to North

hours. Sometime crossing llntecg:gl cult to cross over and they have to wait for
5 €s 1 i
pass a day or a night on the bank, Trﬂg ?iil\l?éc e B e

11 ryi g to wait t
the last. They have to wait for days ang nightse iicag;tygnghggzg kT =

e
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be. So the people in these subdivisions have continued to suffer and with all the
potentiality for development they have remained as backward as ever. But
things have much worsened now after the recent earthquake. It is a matter of
supreme misfortune that the worst damages that have been effected by the earth-
quake of the 15th of August, 1950 are on this road. It has been twisted and
broken to pieces in many parts. Depression on the road in some parts will not
be less than 5 to 8 ft. In most parts of 28 miles from Narayanpur to North
Lakhimpur town, and of 24 miles from North Lakhimpur to Pathalipam, the
road has also been torn asunder horizontically and veritically. causing yawning
gulf. Again as many as 17 wooden bridges have been washed away by the
flood consequent of the earthquake. Some bridges have been badly damaged
and the longest iron bridge in Assam on the Ranga-nadi measuring more than one
thousand feet has been broken to pieces by the earthquake disconnecting North
Lakhimpur and making travelling or transport to that place still more difficult.
What is more unfortunate is that, eratic as the rivers and streamlets in the North.
bank are, they have been made more so by the upheavals of the recent earth-
quake. This must have very damaging effect not only on the roads but also on
cultivation and homestead lands in the villages or towns. The mighty Brahmapu-
tra has been badly shaken. It is not easy to guess the consequences, The floods
in Dibrugarh, North Lakhimpur and Tezpur subdivisions after the earthquake
indicate the danger. The effect of the earthquake on the riverine system in the
State may prove to be the most grievous of all injuries. I apprehend that it will
not be possible to pro*ect the road, fields and villages from the most devastating
annual floods or erosion, if a thorough scientific enquiry into the condition
of rivers in Assam is not made without delay and effective steps are not taken in
the light of this enquiry. I feel that the river problem of Assam demands all
attention. Yet, I must not make any digression. I refer to this problem as I
feel that the safety of the North Trunk Road depends on itssolution. Main
trouble with the rivers and streamlets in the north bank is that they are very
shallow and they change their courses very often, causing damage to the North
Trunk Road every year. I can well imagine that as a result of the recent earth-
quake this phenomenon will manifest in all its fury. It is, therefore, apparent
that for the maintenance of the North Trunk Road the rivers falling on this road
are to be fist trained so as to make each of them steady in one deep channel.

We have seen that the riverine system of Assam and the Norih Trunk Road
are the first casualties of the earthquake and the flood. The problem created
thereby are so great that the Government of Assam with the very limited re-
sources at its disposal cannot be expected to solve it. The Government of Assam
has not the money and technical organisation or experts to cope with the situa-
tion ; moreover the Government of Assam has been overwhelmed by the loss
sustained in the recent earthquake and the floods and has been over burdened
also, Itis, therefore, wholly unlikely that the Government of Assam will be able
to bear the expenses of rebuilding the North Trunk Road, and constructing
necessary bridges on it and also of training the rivers which may prove to be
essential for the upkeep of the road and improving it to modern condition.

The Government of India may render a great help to Assam in this hour of
crisis by taking up the North Trunk Road as a National High Way. The claim
of the North Trunk Road to be converted into a National High Way needs no
special pleading. Its case has been very strong all through. And it has been
very much streng_th?ned by the events of the great earthquake. I believe its claim
has become irresistible. The Government of Assamn will do well to impress upon
the Government of India to take up the North Trunk Road as a National High
Way. The sanction of this August House will very much strengthen the hands
of the Government of Assam in making its request. I, therefore, hope that the
House will accept this proposition and give its sanction.
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Secondly, I submit that the subdivisions of North Lakhimpur and Tezpur

are so far deprived of the benefit of the railway system. Railway is a line of -

Communication which is prercquisite of modern life. I need hardly say that no
country or part of it can develop in the modern sense of the term. w_lthout such
an essential communication as the railway. It is rather astonishing that no
i attempt has so far been made to connect the North-East of Assam with railway.

There is no railway bevond Rangapara . North where the Assam Railway termi- -
nates. The recent earthquake has amply demonstrated the risk and dangerof :

depending on road communication alone. North Lakhimpur was cut off for
days together and supply to the affected areas in that subdivision has continued

to be very difficult even now. Rail and road communications are to supple-

ment one another. So I request the Government to urge upon the Gevernment
of India in the Railway Department to extend the Assam Railway to North
Lakhimpur. I hope India will see the urgency of giving this project top priority.
Thirdly, the Tezpur-Balipara Railway has been allowed to be run by a Com-
pany. This Railway has prevented the Assam Railway from coming to the
headquarter town of Tezpur. It isa misnomer to call it a Railway. It could
have fit in in medieval condition ; but it is an anachronism to-day. The difficulties
created by this Railway are manifold. The travelling public has to undergo
transhipment at Rangapara. This causes much trouble and loss of time. As
regards transport of goods, one instance will illustrate the problem. Some two
or three months ago, more than 400 maunds of Atta were booked to Tezpur
statton. The consignor M /S Shaw Wallace or the Assam Railway Authority did
not inform the Tezpur-Balipara Railway to take the goods from Rangapara
. North. So this 400 maunds of Atta rotted at Rangapara for weeks. This fact
came to the light only when, after a considerable time, some outsiders informed
the Supply Department at Tezpur about it. Then this was brought to Tezpur
and got examined by the Health Officer. It was declared to be unfit for human
consumption. Thus the Government has sustained a heavy loss and what is more
important so much food has been wasted in these days of critical food situation,
Of course, criminal negligence on the part of somebody somewhere is responsible
for this wastage. The culprit is to be found out and severely dealt with. But
my point here in giving this instance is to show how the public have to suffer for
the unnatural transhipment that has been caused by the termination of the Assay
Railway at Rangapara North at a distance of about 20 miles from Tezpur Towp
and confusion thus created in the minds of the outsiders about the route of sendipn

goods to Tezpur. Such instances are not rare. Complaints of this nature are very ¢

general.
Then again if a passenger from Tezpur has to go by Tezpur-Balipara Raj|.

way to catch the night train of the Assam Railway at Rangapara, he will have

to start at about 12 noon.  So he has to waste about 7 good hours to cover g dis-
tance of 20 miles from Tezpur to Rangapara. In case the Assam Ra
extended to Tezpur, so many hours can be saved for the travellers.

I, therefore, feel that the Tezpur-Balipara Railway should be rep

the Assam Railway. The public f{)as agitalitcd for thisy'from a very llg;;tgccctiinll)\
I hope, the Gpvemment of India will see the view point of the public and exte Lci

the Assam Railway to Tezpur. 1 understand that the lease granted to the con
pany torun the Lezpur-Balipara Railway will expire next year. 1Is rongl u;’n-
upon the Government of India through the State Government not to reﬁe\}; tige
" lease any more. State-ownership of Railway is a universally accepted | rinci IlL
I do not see, why this sound principle should not he adhered to in this c:ase. it
I also submit that the taking over the Tezpur-B
much money. It will not be necessary to take up
bridge building.  So there is no financial rea

ilway i

any major project of road or
son 1n not acting up to this

alipara Railway will not mean
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proposal. I request the Government of Assam to urge upon the Government of
India to take over the Tezpur-Balipara Railway and extend the Assam Railway
to. Tezpur from Rangapara North.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Resolution moved is that this Assembly is of
opinion that the Government of Assam do move the Government of India and
impress upon them the urgency of taking up the North Trunk Road in Assam as
a National High Way and also of connecting that part of Assam which has suf-
fered most for very bad communication, with railway by extending the Assam
Railway from Rangapara -North to North Lakhimpur and to the Tezpur town
station in the place of Tezpur-Balipara Railway ; and of giving top priority to
these proposals.

The Hon’bie Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Mor, Speaker, Sir, I am grateful
to Mr. Bhagavati who has moved this Motion so ably. In this Motion he wants
this Government to move the Government of India to take up the North Trunk
Road as a National Highway and maintiain it as such and to connect North
Lakhimpur with the Assam Railway and also to connect the Tezpur Town with
the said Railway.

This Government have already mioved India twice to take up this North
Trunk Road as a National Highway and to maintain it as such, but unfortuna-
tely - the Government of India have not seen thcir_ way to accept the request
made by us. Inreply toour request India ha§ said that Assam is better served
by a Naticnal Highway than any other States in India and of late Assam has
been connected with the rest of India by a new National Highway No.31 which
runs from Fakiragram to Purnca. But, Sir, after the carthquake for the damage
that has been done to this road, particularly in the North Lakhimpur Subdivision,
it is felt by one and all including Mr. Bhagavati who has moved this Motion
that it will not be possible on the part of the State Government to repair the
road with their own finances. Apart from that the importance of the road is to
be viewed in consideration of the development thatis to be made in the tribal
areas. LThe tribal arcas, such as Mishmi Hills districts and other frontier areas
which are directly under the responsibility of the Government of India are to bé
developed by India at their own expense. If these areas are to be developed
then there must be a road to link these areas with the other parts of India. If
that be the case, it is right and proper that India should take up this road and
maintain it as their own road. 1 am grateful to Mr, Bhagavati becausethe
argument lie has advanced in moving this Motion to-day will help us to add to
the argument that we had advanced before and we would again request India to
take up this road,

With regard to the extension of the railway from Rangapara North to North
Lakhimpur, we had also moved India, but in reply they said that North Lakhims
pur is connected with the State highway, that is the Trunk road and also with
the steamer transport, Therefore they are of the opinion that the connection by
railway with that part of Assam will be a waste of transport and in addition they
are of the opinion that that railway line will not be an economical one. So tiley
did not see their way to accede to our request. Bug aftey what has been said
by my friend Mr, Bhagavati and after what I have said with regard to the res-

onsibility of India for the development of those tribal areas which are directly
under their chatge, the importance of the railway transport will he vealised hy
India much more than before. We would request India again and in :0. doing
we would fon_vard the speeches and arguments that have been made i;y 1lny l'riena
Mr. Bhagavati.
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With regard to the extension of Assam Railway from Rangapara North to
Tezpur, we had also requested India to examine the position. ~ They examined
it and said that the lease for the Balipara-Tezpur Railway would _expire in 1952
and before that they could take no action. Asg the time of expiry of the lease
is approching we would request India again to consider our proposal. I do not
like to add anything more than what I have said but I want to thank Mr. Bhaga-

vati again for the Resolution which he was moved and which T would also like to
accept.

With these words, Sir, 1 resume my seat.

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Sir, I wholeheartedly support the
Resolution moved by my friend Mr., Byagavati. He has seen the necessity of
extending the Assam Railway from Rangapara North to Tezpur. T myself too
see the great necessity for so doing and “therefore in this session I asked the
Hon’ble Minister-in—chapge of Public Works Department and Transport to see
what he could do. He replied that before 1952 this subject had to be shelyeq
or rather we cannot give any consideration. I again request very earnestly the
Hon’ble Minister for Transport to press our necessity of having the Assam Rail-
way line extended from Rangapara North to Tezpur and also to extend it up to
North Lakhimpur, T hope the Hon’ble Minister will not at the same time forget
that as the highway roads in Assam serve a very useful purpose similarly, the
railway from Rangapara North to Tezpur serves the people.

With regard o the present Balipara-Tczpur rail I may point out thag the
compartments are open having no doors and thus liable to ~accidents, Over ang
above that on ¢ Hut ” and other days the coaches are very overcrowded with
bassengers which is quite unsafe, After the expiry of the present lease this should

not be extended any more and should be handed over to the Assam Railway.
With these words Sir, I request 2 ini i

: I : th -1n-

interest in the matter, : $ et ithtern Chargc B 3

[ KAN: Mr. S eaker, Sir, I want to add
words on this vcz"y} !mportant Resolutijon Pr)m.:wed so ably by my friend Mr
Rons ia abso]utseci “rl]:OItrcccwed Dy e G varn ment Bench. The North Trunl;
and without thjg yNrorth Ei_{r_xew thing. Tt wag there in  the- long historical Period
elope with Rukmis £ 1gh Trunk Roaq Srikrishna would not have been able ¢,
from Sonitpos Whichow undilnagar ang Usha could not have been taken awj,
seat to spread the civ'l'as along the ighty Brahmaputra and which was the
ek Vilization of o]g Kamrup throughout the length and breadtl,
: FIPIS, up to the pijls and in those days this North Bank of

background ip the nor} b
has spoken everything 1in atnlﬁ 5 Brahmaputra peymnch o ey D K
System is one of the mod : .
system about which he hzns Mo ilization to travel and the rajlwa,
of districts but I should say lIiOS i ly ‘mportant from e Beineof Viewz
If we can believe i oo . mportant from the view point of whole of A

! : Present pog; : a,
will ultimately run from the Veip;flg?nf if We can believe that the heart of Asia

ignored and in fact the ’ ;
;%IK’SS am cannot be ig;ggsc? f'.?(l)‘inPtf ;]I:ef‘aMlniStel: hinted at this that this tiny State
China and Tibfet and in time to Comk V\::I:Ot}]](at itisa mecting  ground of Burma,
of connecting link bctW(’:Cn India anq Ching ng::ﬁfga;ntéxl%_sl:a:e j‘f’l“tnm be a sort
Road to Burma and South’ East Asig similarly this northern railway system
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will some day run through Sadiya to Tibet. For that we can imagine— but it is
not an imagination only, it may, some day materialise. Of course I am certain
I shall not live to that day to see it, but posterity will, I believe say thatsome
day when the whole of Asia will throb in unison with one heart and one head
and one mind, possibly this road will be an artery line for Assam and for that
reason we must be prepared to see that eventuality materialises. Therefore, we
have every reason to say that the Central Government should go deep into the
matter and see that Assam is no longer a neglected Province of cld days, but
it is an important strategic State as has been admitted by the highest in the land
and so they should now consider resumption of this question of Highways and
Railways which will not only serve the purposes of the State but will some day
be a connecting link between other parts of Asia with India and on that view
I strongly urge upon our Government to place the matter as clearly and as
definitely as possible before the Central Government so that the Central Govern-
ment cannot sleep over the matter but shall have to take up the whole question
that it is really not the question of the State of Assam alone, but it is a vital
uestion for Delhi as well. ,
With these words, Sir, I resume my seat.

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have heard
the Hon’ble Minister stated in connection with the extension of the Railway
to North Lakhimpur, that North Lakhimpur is well served by steamer service and
so the necessity of extending the railway line to North Lakhimpur is out of the
question.. I beg to submit that North Lakhimpur is rather worst served by
steamer service because though there is a feeder service from Bordutti to
Subansirimukh from where we have got to go elsewhere, during the cold weather
season for days together for want of proper steamer traffic and for want of

roper arrangement our goods from Bordutti and Subansirimukh are held up
either at Subansirimukh or at Bardutti thereby the people suffer a lot.

Again, Sir, during the cold weather season we find that unusual delay in
transhipment of kerosine and other foodstuffs, the people of whole northern part
from Tezpur to North Lakhimpur have got to suffer for scarcity of kerosine
oil and other foodstuffs. So, the argument set forth against the necessity of
extension of this Railway system cannot be said to be a valid argument as we
always suffer a great lot for not having proper rail communication to North
Lakhimpur.

Another difficulty for not having this railway system extended to North
Lakhimpur is that the Tea Gardens also suffer a great deal, owing to no proper
arrangement for transhipment of their tea which they have sometime to send by
.motor boats whlcp take them days together and thereby suffer great loss.
Therefore, I submit, Sir, that the necessity of extending this railway system
to North Lakhimpur is of great importance as has been explained by my hon,
Friend Srijut Bhagavati.

Now, Sir, it has been said that North Lakhimpur is well connected with
roads. As Srijut Bhagavati has explained......

The Ho_n'ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: I did not say, Sir, that it is well
connected with roads nor did India say that.

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA: All right I withdraw that
statement.

Well, Sir, it has been stated that the question of improving the conditions of
the tribal people _will be taken up both by this Government and the Central
Government. It is well known, Sir, that North Lakhimpur is the home of quite
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a large number of plainsand hills tribals. _Now, Sir; I cannot understand
how a Nation can rise which is locked up in a place like North Lakhimpur
without proper communications a_nd w_ithogt having Highways or railivays or even
good roads within the Subdivision itself. Therefore, T strongly urge upon our
Government to urge upon the Central Government after gtving all view points that
until and unless communications both by rail and road systems are improyed
in that area the so-called slogan of improving the cc_)nditions of the tribal people
both of the hills and the plains will merely remain In paper, and in words. . How
the econnmic condition of the tribal people will be improved if they cannot send
their products and other articles for sale, .and send  their ! children for educa-
tion to other places if they are locked up in a place where they are 2 This is
more so in the case of the Apatani tribals. We know in what great difficulties
these tribals people of the Subansiri area are moving from place to place without
any means of communications. I suppose no amount of labour
of money to be spent will improve their condition if Proper communication
facilities are not forthcoming. Therefore, I strongly urge the Government to
place all these view points before the Central Government to take up this road

asa National Highway, and also for extending the railway system up to North
Takhimpur.

I realise the trouble and difficulties of the Tezpur people while taking the
train at Rangapara Even in these days, we have got to spend hours together
sitting at Raugapara station from 12 mid-night waiting for the next train. It
is an economic loss to the whole Natinn,

With these words, Sir, I support the Resolution moved by my hon. Friend,
Srijut Bhagavati.

and no amount

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
ment of the Hon’ble Minister that he wiil forward

lution to the Central Government for their consideration with Assam Govern -
ment’s recommendations that the subject matter of this Resolution he accepted
by the Central Government, I want to participate in this debate and lend my
feeble voice for the acceptance of this Resolution by 'all concerned,

This Resolution is divided into three branches. ‘The first point is that the
North Trunk Road be declared a N

ational High Way and maintained by the
Government at the Centre as such. The second recommendation is that the
Railway system which now ended at Rangapara in Tezpur subdivision should
be pushed right up to

_ North Lakhimpur and the third recommendation is that
the town of Tezpur should be connected withs Assam

Railway from Ranga-
para.
I find, Sir, that sentiment has crept in the discussion of this ]

My revered Friend Srijut Nilmani Phookan dealt with the past, of five thousanq
years ago, recited before us the ¢ Rukmini Haran *’ and ¢ Uga Haran Pare
bas. A scholar like him has been imbued by reading of H, @, Wells?® novel
“Shape of Things to Come"’ for he visualises probably that 500 yearé af{e;
to-day, this Railway, which i not yet in existence, might be pushed to Burmg

on the one side and to Tibet and China on the other. But he VEry convinient.

ly ignored the present, and we are to think about present and 1 7
3 £ é é 10t of th
the future. 2 € past and

Emboldened by the state-
the debate on this Reso-

Resolution,

Sir, the first thing, as it will be
House but outside ag well, is that N
communications. Any one whe h
have travelled from Tezpur
miles), must have been struck
cations in that area,
would be fruitfully utili

admitted by every one, not merely in the
orth Lakhimpur is very badly served with
as travelled by the North Trunk Road, as I
to North Lakhimpur (a distance of about 125
by the fact that with development of communi-
vast: tracts of land, which have not come under plough,
sed in the production of toodgrains whieh are in very
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short supply throughout the Republic of India. They have also been struck
by the fact that one has to cross many hill streams with very strong currents in
passing from Tezpurto North Lakhimpur. I simply want to urge on the
hon. Members to view these recommendations from a practical angle. Is there
any chance of the Government of India accepting both the recommendations,
i.e., maintain a highway or road communication with the North Lakhimpur
Subdivision as also an unremunerative but very expensive railway line ?
The hon. mover of this- Resolution, Mr. Bhagavati, had to admit that this
tract is full of very many hiil streams which swell at a moment’s notice into
mighty raging torrents. Bridging these strcams would be an extremely costly
affair. Will it not be prudent for the public and the Government of Assam
to press upon the Central Government to start only with one scheme, either
the Railway or the National Highway ? To ask for both, to my mind, will
be to ask for the moon and we won’t get either. Now, when memories of
people, especially the Members of Parliament at Delhi, are fresh about the
disaster and havoc caused by the earthquake to our communications, and when
it is fresh in the mind of everyone that North Lakhimpur was practically cut
off from the rest of the world for 3 weeks, and even now communications
have not been restored to its normal level, it would draw the sympathy of
everyone if we simply press for one of the two, and the less expensive one,
i.e.,the National Highway. Everyone knows that on account of various con-
tingencies, the coffers of the Central Government at Delhi are not over-full.
They promised large development grants to all the States of India, buta few
months ago these grants were curtailed very seriously causing much loss to the
Central coffers as the expenditure already incurred will mostly be wasted and
the public works go so rack and ruin. So, under these circumstances I believe
that it will be much better for this House, with a greater chance of accep-
tance at the hands of the Centre, just to press for one recommendaiion, iz.,
makéng dthc North Trunk Road a National Highway and maintain it at that
standard.

The third recommendation is a very easy -one, I mean conuecting Ranga-
para with Tezpur by the Assam Railway. Till a few years ago, this transport
system conuecting these two places went by the name of Tezpur-Balipara
Tramway ; it was not a Railway at all. How it has been dignified into a
Railway I do not know. The track is there, the brigdes are there, only the
gauge of the Railway line would have to be broadened. At present it is norrow
gauge, but all the other systems of Assam are of the metre gauge. So, only
the rails shall have to be brought to metre gauge. It will be quite easy and
inexpensive to join Tezpur with the main system of the Assam Railway, and
I think this is the time when vigorous steps should be taken in this direction.
We have been told just now that the lease that was granted to the Company
for operation of this transport line will expire in 1952. Whether it will cease
by the end of middle of 1952 or earlier T do not know (The Hon’bie Srijut
Ramnath Das :—By August 1952). Thank you. So we have got very nearly 18
to 20 months in which to convince the Central Government of the necessity
of converting this Railway into metre gauge and bring it to the level of the gene-
ral system of Railways in Assam. From our past experience, I can say that
it will take that lenght of time to get any final decision from either the Railway
Board or the Government of India. If this line is to be taken over by the
Government that should be ready with its conversion into metr
beginning of 1952 so that as soon as the lease expires, the pe
in operation.

Sir, with these few words, I will reqnest the House to consider whether
they will push forward all the three recommendations that are made in this
Resolution or confine to only two, as I have suggested.

e gauge from the
w system may be
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Srijut BIJOY CHANDRA BHAGAVATI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am very
grateful to the Hon’ble Minister for kindly accepting the recommendations of
my Resolution. I am also thankful to hon. sriiut Nilmani Phookan, the leader
of the Opposition, Saadulla Saheb and to Srijut Hem Chandra Hazarika for
their support. The Leader of the Opposition has suggested that it will be pru-
dent to press for one of the schemes I quite appreciate his view point.
But I think that two systems of communication are essentially necessary if we
really mean to develop this region. Itis rather risky to depend on only one
way of communication. So 1 have recommended for taking over the North
Trunk Road as a national highway and also to exiend the Assam Railway to
Notth-Lakhimpur from Rangapata North. If financially it becomes impossible
to take up both the schemes at a time, one scheme may be taken up earlier
with an idea of taking up the other immediately afterwards. Out of the

two schemes 1 will give priority to taking over the North Trunk Road as a
National Highway.

Sir, it is suggested that it will not be remunerative fo open a Railway  line
upto North-Lakhimpur.

« I do not, however, think so. Sir, you know that Barda-
lani and some other parts in the North-Lakhimpur Subdivision are the granaries
of Assam. Much paddy can be exported out of that Subdivision. And thereis
much scope also to grow more paddy in those areas From the point of view of
procurement and from the point of view of growing more food, I think, it is essen-

Railway also. There are some tea gardens
a from thatarea. Withont a Railway

id, whether the areq can be very well developed. I am sure the

Railway can be run remureratively.

L, therefore, hope that G i l
; efor over :
can give priority as suggested L e e -

by the hon. Leader of the Opposition,

I thank the Hon®

ble Min:
hon. Members for gi € Minister for re

3 ! adily accepting the Resolution and
ving their support . B gac

to it.

The Hon’ble Szi

1 jut RAMNATH DAS: The suggesti ards givi
- 2 gestion as rcgarc S 1\'In.

gmﬁ:tyhmad&by the learned hon, Leader of the Oppoﬁtion has been acc‘:g)f-:ptcd%r
y the hon. Mover and ag such, T have oot nothing

to say about it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Tpe question is :

That this Assembly ; A
embly is of OPinion that the Government of Assam do Mmove

North TrunRRoads A?;rrrlld mpress upon them the urgency of taking up the
that pattiot Ay ) as aﬂNanonal Highi Way and also of connecting
railway by extending the f:si:mer?{l f*lnost for very bad communication with
Lakhimpur and to the T ‘ aliway from Rangapara North to North

A €Zpur town station ; jot i
5 e ek § n the place of Tezpur-Balipar:
Railway ; and of giving €D Priority to these pmposalsf’ p ipara

The question was adopted,
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Resolution r¢: throwing cpen of some portion of Forest Reserve
land in Pabhoi Reserve Forest Circle for cultivation by the landless
Ex-tea garden labour tribes.

Mr. BINODE KUMAR j. SARWAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move:

<«‘That this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take
immediate steps to throw open some portion of Forest Reserve Land in Pabhoi
Reserve Forest Circle, for cultivation by the landless Ex-tea garden labour tribes
who have applied for land for cultivation as a measure of Grow-More-Food
Campaign™.

(At this stage the Hon’ble Speaker vacated the Chair and the Deputy
Speaker occupied it.) ‘

Madam, in moving my Resolution, I beg to point out to this House that
though the Government have their policy of Grow-More F ood Campaign yet
ot much has been done in this respect. In order to help the Government
and the poor landless people, I have moved this Resolution. There are hundreds

_ of landiess :x-tea garden labourers, and some indigenous Assamese people and

Scheduled Caste people in the district of Darrang from where I come. They
require land for cultivation and for this purpose they have submitted petitions
to the Deputy Commissioner, Darrang. These landless people applied for
cuitivable land in some portions of non-cadastral Forest Reserves in the
Pabhoi Reserve Forest Circle. Those people who applied were either holding not
enough land or are landless and their petitions were sent by the Deputy
Commissioner to the Sub-Deputy Collector and Kanungo of the Behali Circle
for enquiry and report. The Circle Sub-Deputy Collector and Kanungo after
enquiring about the piot of land as applied for, and also finding that these people
were really landless recommended and forwarded their reports to the Deputy
Commissioner, Darrang so that the land as applied for might be thrown open
for them. These recommendations were submitted to the office of the Deputy
Commissioner, Darrang, on the 8th February, 1950. No decision has yet
been made with regard to their petitions.

Madam, as now it is a matter of Government policy to sanction opening
of any forest reserve land after receiving favourable recommendation of the
local authorities, I draw the attention of the Government and request that they
might pass orders in these special cases, so that these poor landless people
might be allowed to cultivate this portion of the non-cadastral forest
reserve land in Pabhoi Circle, and thereby they will be able to grow more food for
the mselves and for others and Government also will receive more revenue.

Madam, as there has been so serious food situation in our country and so for
meeting the demand of the people, I request that the Government might adopt
all ways and means for food production. That there may be technical
difficulties in the Land Revenue Manual and Forest Manual for settling land with
these people, but considering the serious food situation in our country, 1 think,
Government should make some exception in these cases.

Madam, I have come to know that in some places particularly in the Goal-
para district Government are allowing the refugees and the local tribal people
to cultivate the land left by the immigrants who have gone to Pakistan.
Similarly, I hope that Government will consider the case of the landless people,
I mean the ex-tea garden labourers, the scheduled caste people and some
indigenous people, who are really landless and who have applied for land for
cultivation. ! hese people are not immigrants, they are our local pcople and they
are workers and not parasites. They want to grow more food for them and
also for others. So, it is our duty to provide these people with land so that they
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: e received
€an grow more food for the country. I think, Govcrp.mfntt r?aa:;ding e
reports from the local authorities of the Darrang Distric g
landless people,

: tance
Madam, with these words I commend my Resolution for the accep
of the Houge,

The Deputy SPEAKER : Resolution moved ; o
“That tgis Ks:sembly is of opinion that the Government of .issagli :ﬂi) altn?loi
immediate steps  to throw open some portion of Forest Reserve Lan

e tribes
eserve Forest Circle, for cultivation by the landless ex-tea g?l’dé“ &Pﬁﬁic-F -
Who have applied for jand for cultivation as a measure o Lo

The Hon’ble S:ijut RUPNATH BRARMA - Deputy Speplens e,
on principle I am against any Proposal for dereserving our :’;:; - i
reserves. Itis very unfortunate that people are now casting eacutﬁ. T
our reserve forests, The problem relating to landless people is 50 i
and the demand for land is o 8reat that it is imposm_ble for : ;wef‘the fordat
satisfy the demand of ¢ ¢ DPeople even by disforesting the who (ﬁo receiving
reserves which we have 8Ot at present. I have been. continually r e
Tepresentations. fropm almost aJ] districts of the Province for throw_fvm_g ]ic)]ue
forest reserves in the different divisions, The expert opinion is that it is ihia
to disforestation and clearance of forests in the hill regions and even in " ﬁe
Plains portion of OUr country that the country has been facing every vyear it
havoc of floods and the ergsjon by rivers. Tt is really strange, Madam, tha

. Sarwan comes in ey,

ery SCSSiOn of the ASSEmbly with a p1'0p0531 for th]‘OWlng
oPen some portign of a forest

reserve at one time and some portion 0{; anogllglt‘
Orest reserve ot another time, ave always been telling the hon. Mem ers Th
we haye 8Ot a very small Percentage of reserve forest in the Province. :
normal 'equirement js 95 )

PEr cent of the tota] area of a State, whereas I:V 3 }:;i‘::
© Cent.  Lately we had only 8 per cent. and we have

= i t think that any hon,
ember of the Ho PEr cent. In view of this, I do no

ol i roposal to throw open -
any part of our valya}, ould come up with such a prop

On the other hand, Madam, it should be
‘iment to reserve more forest now.
5 reserve forest referregld toblm t};p Re?c'y;
S erned, it seems g me, Madam, that a considerable portion of
falls within the tribal arey ;4 only 6,307 acres falls within the Darrang
VISlon and oug of this sma) portion of the reserve, about 750 acres hav.c
already been dereserveq and somge Mikirs have been accommodated there, It s
not clear wh » Member means by the words “to throw open™.
e meails that he ]rlequires land for growing agricultural crops w1th1n! the
s may te im that ccommodate some people as
forest villagers if there ig rabie Frepared to a i

: any culturable Janq available within the reserve. But if
he wants der@at‘!‘vmg the forest reserve, then I am against it.

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: On a point of information,

A adam, as tI:lf: Hon’bl(_e Minister wants clarification of what T meap by

to throw Open”®, I may inform him that about 200 bighas of the reserve have

already been EIven to some Mikirs anq the landless people—some ex-tea garden
labourers for whom I hav

€ tabled thjs resolution have alread applied to the
Sub-Deputy Collector and the Kanungo for the same for padd; cuiIt)iF\)zation. The
local officers have sent up their feCommendatioy, ¢4 the Deputy Commissioner
and if the Government haye 110t gOt it, will the Hon’ble Minister call for the
report from the loca] authority and ¢q

he Mikirs b nsider their cases as has been done in the
case of the Mikirs ¢ .

x to hle]p the Goye
s WOWsBORtar i, € particy
lution is cope s o

=

-
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The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Mr. Sarwan has now just
said that some ex-tea garden labourers have submitted their-applications to the
Deputy Commissioner for the land in the reserve, but I have not yet received
any such application from the Deputy Commissioner. Moreover, the Deputy
Commissioner is not responsible for the land in the forest reserve but it is the
Divisional Forest Officer.

I may, however, make enquiry in the matter and see what can be done.

With this assurance, I hope, Madam, that the hon. Mover will withdraw

his Resolution.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Deputy Speaker, Madam. we are wholly
. opposed to the principle of throwing open reserves—and more so—the forest
reserves, Forest reserves are our national wealth and we cannot forego the
benefit of the forest reserves. Hon. Members might have known that due to
the last earthquake all the forest reserves on both sides of the Subansiri river
have been devastated and Government are going to incur a lossof 50 lakhs of
rupees in these reserves. So, we have suffered this huge loss of revenue, and
we must not at any cost propose to dereserve any forest reserve. The income
from forests comes next to land revenue. Unless we increase our forest re-
serves and regenerate them we cannot improve our forest revenue which comes
next to our land revenue. I can tell the hon. Mover, my Friend. Mr. B. K. J.
Sarwan, that we have passed an Act called the Requisition and Acquisition Act.
We can very well acquire surplus lands of the tea gardens and if my hon. Friend
wants land for the ex-tea garden labourers then he can approach the Govern-
ment in stead of trying to open out forest reserves for accommodating those
people. So we wholcheartedly oppose this Resolution and we suggest that Go-
vernment will not open any forest reserve in the future.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Does the hon. Member want to withdraw his
Resolution ?

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN : I was rather very pleased when the
Hon’ble Minister said that he would see that something will be done in this
respect. I don’t want very much. A little portion of the forest reserve may
be thrown open to accommodate these landless people.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: I want to know whether
Mr. Sarwan wants land for paddy cultivation or for some other purpose.

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: They have applied for cultivation
of paddy. The Sub-Deputy Collector and the Kanungo say that they can accom-
modate them in that small portion.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : I have already stated that
I will look into the matter.

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: I am not askingfor land for my own
urpose but for the poor landless people. If the House has sympathy for them,
something can be done by allotting a small portion to them. So I have moved this
Resolution for the sympathetic consideration of the House and hope the Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge will try to meet the urgent demand of these landless hungry

people.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER :
tion ?

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: If the Hon’ble Minister gives me
an assurance I will have no hssitation to withdraw the Resolution.

Is the hon. Member withdrawing the Resglu-

The Hor’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA :
the House that I shall look into the matter and see
that T have nothing to add.

I have alrcady stated before
what can be done. Beyond
I am against dereservation of reserve forests.

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN :

the Hon’ble Minister, Madam, I beg
Resolution.

In view of what has been stated by
leave of the House to withdraw my

(The Resolution, was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

Resolution for not allowing to hold more than one Government
Business contract by one person

. Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Madam, I beg to move that
this Assembly is of opinion

that the Government of Assam do take steps not
_to allow to hold more than one Government husiness contract to one person
at a time thus giving facility to others to get chance for employment.
Madam, in moving my Resolution I beg to point out to the Government
the fact that there are some people who are ?rrctting'r more than one Government
business coniract thefeby other people are Dnot getting chance. So I have
tabled ' th bring to the notice of the Government the above fact.
the names of those who have got more than onc;: [Gov_ern-
: say is that those who have no work should be given
SO centract instead . of g?ving the :Enfg person several contracts.

Madam, |

iti QIS VEry - sorr that nepotism and all sorts = of
f‘:?;gu“tﬁ:?e are being done, Gox:i:rnment sho}?x]d also thil_lk that those
e i }:%Ot 10 work they should = be provided with work and
should also adg ?O SdﬁSI'l_WaY of having everything for one-self.  Government
munity Whethcrph th.e POIlQY of granting chance to cvery section of thc.corn-
and justice shou] € 18’ a Hindqy or a non-Hindu and tke question of fairness

: jrould be watcheg by the Government so that the people will be

satisfied and Governmens. - i i
: 2 t will gain great popularity thereby. Madam, I
hope this House wil] whole-hearted]y gsupport my Resolution. i

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Resolution moved :

is Resolution to

oo Y IS of opinion that the Government of Assam do take
one person at awt' to hold @ore than one Government business contract to
Sy o ime thyg glving facility to others to get chance for employ-

Madam, Deputy Speaker,
§ the meaning of this Resolution. It is so vague

and I anxiously ‘waited to hear what
this Resolution, and I wanted some
me idea - to know what isthe subject-
y best effort to understand him, I have
caning and purport of this Resolution.
Resolution that any one and every one
ence or finaneial ability is to be given

Mr. Sarwan had t
cleuidation and expl
matter of the Resolution, But in
not been able to understand wha
Is it the Intention of the
without carring for his effici

anation 8iving me o
spite of m
tis the m
over of the
€ncy, experi



.

1950.] ' RESOLUTIONS 1209

chance by way of an experimental measure ? If that be his suggestion, such a
suggestion cannot be accepted by Government. Government cannot spend
money on contract or other business that is entrusted to public men and cannot
make an experiment of wasting public money to give a chance to any one and
every one having no experience or financial backing. The other thing he said
is that there should not be any discrimination between caste and creed. Govern-
ment have all along acting up to the principle and no discrimination between
caste and creed is made in the matter of allotment of contract. Justice and fair-
ness is the basis of dealing with any class of people and Government stands on
the basis of this principle. But the main principle of allotting Government
business is whether the man has experience, whether he has financial ability to
execute the contract or whether he is efficient in  the line justifying allotment of
certain business or contract, These are the main considerations and not the consi-
deration of caste and creed in the matter of allotment of contract. In view of what

"1 have stated T would request the hon. Mover to withdraw such a vague Resolu-

tion which he has sponsored and which cannot be properly appreciated or
understood by us.

My, BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: In my speech T o?xly stated that
I do not like to mention the names of those ‘who have got more than one

Government contract, but it has been in practice. Government must be careful
"in allotting Government business or contract works, so that others who have no

work may get chance. I do not at the same time recommend the persons who are
not fit for such works, but Government should keep an eye so that no partiality
is done depriving others to get chance for works.

I have no more to add, Madam. If the Hon’ble Minister wants me to
withdraw my Resolution then, Madam, 1 beg leave of the House to withdraw my
Resolution

(The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

Resolution r¢: provision of sufficient lands suitable for paddy cultivation
to those people whose lands have been badly damaged by the last
great earthquake

_ Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: 3ffly SAtars Tcafw, AR 8l @2 &
This Assembly 'is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take
immediate steps to provide sufficient lands suitable for paddy cultivation to
those people whose lands have been badly damaged by the last great earthquake,
by requisitioning the Jands owned by the Tea Companies which are lying fallow
in the districts of Lakhimpur and Sibsagar. 3

Btarm Tz, GELfeT @ @l e wblks  gfiez, RO
afﬁﬂ‘@ foaty Bea asfiel @ RN UiE fUipl Tre Al W AM29 -
AT AR SRR ;W AE w6 <6 GAIR A1 ey 75 i AR aifRals @R

gnATe wf@ (AAI%cg | wlq TAeR fFRAT WA arvaita @t 2 iR

wifer G1% [@eEen Fhelte Az AN AT gF St | afem  @FiE
i 29 1A, MBI At SRS © o™ vas famw 30y wte  SfE-.
wica, fafFate G «fcate flabe 9I€ @599 3 Galg szt et (G999
A7 9y, GEfalw Aibe «fe (@ TT@m 9 ew amsfi R TR |
Afrs CEfiar 5 sad oep 1 el e cdifer i g fied T

R txg CREAT qMzE 9f Gl ciEfeEts . b vag fraca 98 A
T AR TceivEd i e d Sfe |
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5 of opinion that the Govern}'ncm of
0 take immedja e SICPS  to  provide sufficient lands suitable for
paddy Cuitivation ¢ those People whose lands have been badly damaged by
the last great earthquake, by Tequisitioning the lands owned by the Tea Com-
Bemice i Whichiave lying fallow in the districts of Lakhimpur and Sibsagar.”
Stijut HARE, SWAR pag . (Parliamentary Secretary) Madam, I have
every SYmpathy for this Resolution, Government are as anxious as the hon,
Smber to give relief to thoge distressed people in the quake affected areq.
The Hon’lyj Chi Minister made a statement on the floor of this House op
the earthqua m a few days back, where he surveyed in detaj)
measures taken by Government, and the House
. ! € Measures g5 adopted the statement.  After that Statement |
think this Reg tion g abspl

Resolution moved :

1S 3t giving cultivable land to the :
Y in  thig respect because it has not been Possible by now to
OW much Jand has been  damaged by the last

d. Some lands are
€t improved due to fluvial action of the flood

distressed people.

<A dy 1ssued ips
of settlement of Wastelands, they win) give priority to those who lost their lands due
to the carthquake, S, the Principle ¢ idi

people Governm

g
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nd, the problem of landlessness is

As regards th int raised i
gards the point raised by my hon. Fne[ﬁcicnt P od to meet the demands

?ﬂ acute one in the whole State There is not su z : I
Trom th.e IandICSS PCUPIC- As rcgards this question also we have gIVCD instruction
to requisition Jands wherever available and give them to the_ landlcss. people.
But as regards surplus lands in the Tea Garden, there is some difficulty.
hese tea gardens also have suffcred heavy damage after the earthquake.
he Land Settlement Enquiry Committee sat several times, but they recommen-
ded .requisition of only 400 bighas. That was before thc_carthquakc. The
Position prevailing after the earthquake is not known. But if there be any sur-
Plus land in the district, we have also issued _instructions to requisition such
Iar_ld with a view to provide the landless people. That is the position. My
Friend is also a member of the Land Settlement Advisory Committee,
he will therefore know if there be any surplus land and he can_submit his
suggestions to the Committee and they will take steps accordingly. The
Deputy Commissioners have been authorised to do this and they need not
come to Government. So, Madam, this is the position with regard to the settle-
ment of land with the landless people. I must inform the hon. Mover of
this Resolution that the Government are as anxious as he is to provide these
lat}dlcss people with land. When we have done so much and when we are
oing everything possible in our power, we want some sort of appreciation
and thanks from the hon. Member and not a direction like this.

__With these words, Madam, I would request my hon. Friend to withdraw
his Resolution.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any hon. Mcmber wants.to take part ?

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: gjfyaf  Seftar®!  Tcziem, a8

AEACATBR CSTaFBAT TZPICH 2ATHL G #[IATE! G T4 A, BIFILA (TG “2
RN @fy FeAtatt e Ry 39 AcEivg 0 | (F% 5k fieae fegata sa=1qt

I fafica | Wi e Rl wiae fepeled 97 51T TR fafbs «da #Asta

calaifagan |

S atiimca) Te i targ T At AfEErebdl GrEbd T
fompole Tzata (*3d TATH WA (FARA AUSMAT @O AT =g | Ts
IS (FE4T LT CTR0BI (Eitn | wawd afears fepely, fofrpetal wwaT
T AT @F Al 572 A GF T @raed A AR, TS NN T AL Ao
wife fAped 90 | GIEAIM 3tF atts @i 4R 4t siv 787 Ffaata 9%
YITh wife 4wz | Wi Wit frata Sege2 ate long term proposal
3fer colmfe date (AOlE R FlAc AR AteRd w9 oz | BId Qe AL
firtg 7% 7% F1AC HIFITF 4 TR Wi A9 L[TICH BT AICA TAS (20 |

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Parliamentary Secretary): But there have
been many meetings, Madam.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member leave of the
House to withdraw his Resolution :

(Voices—Yes, Yes)

The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn,
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Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN : As there has been a long debate
on this subject, I do not wish to move my *Resolution standing in my name,
Madam.

Resolution to abandon the proposal of grouping the Assam Railway
" with parts of E.I. R., B. N. R. and O. T. R,

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: I want to move this Resolution (No.18)
Madam, standing in the name of Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Tas the hon. Member
to move it ?

(Voices from the Government Benches —he has been authorised to do so).
Then the hon. Member may move it. '

been authorised

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Deputy Speaker, Madam,
my Friend, Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar, I beg to move that :

““This Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do immedia te]
move the Government of India, in the Ministry of Railways to abandon the
proposal of grouping the Assam Railway with parts of E.I.R., B, N R. anq
O. T. R, with a view to form an Eastern group an_d do earnestly request -the
India  Government to constitute the Assam Railway into.a separate unit having
regard to its Geographical position and strategic importance.”

Madam, it is known to Government that this very important matter hpq
been taken up by the Assam Railway Employees Union some time back ang the
whole question was thrashed out in such a way that the importance of (h;g
strategic railway was emphasised and other things also peint to the need f,,
retaining this railway as different from tke already contemplated group ;
proposed to make another group added to  that separately for Assam-R
due to strategic position and due to difficult communications and also the
difficultics we have already experienced for want of an independent
system. And so far as I remember the Assam Chamber of Commerce al
elaborately dealt with the question and submitted resolutions to the Assy
cernment and also to the Government of India ; and so far as I know our Govery.
ment is also of the definite opinion that this system of railway should not g5, be
tagged with that grouping system, but. it should be created separately. That oL
why T like to move this Resolution. g

As to the inportance of this separate system of railways for Assam, I need ¢
emphasise any more, Tt has been mentioned already in the press and Platfory,
and in other places as well. T am sure that the Government, as they algq felt
that this is an important matter, will accept this Resolution and not only acce ¢
!t but will emphasisc this side of the qugstion and move the Government of Indp
N tme so that this cannot be taken into the group already proposed by ik

as authorised by

thew_.r
a?lway
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The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS:  Madam, Deputy Speaker, as the
learned Mover of this Resolution has already stated that not only the Govern-
ment has opposed this proposed grouping, the Chamber of Commerce and
other institutions also opposed it. I am grateful to him for the Motion that he
has moved and the reasons that he has given to oppose the proposed. grouping.
We from our side have already writien to India opposing the proposed
grouping. We have given three grounds, iz., (1) Assam’s position in relation
to the rest of India, (2) Assam’s position in relation to - the surrounding foreign
States and (3) internal security. Asis well-known to the hon. Members, Assam
is linked with the rest of India with only a thread, z.e., by the new Rail Link,
whick is susceptible to interruption, and sometimes breaches, due to natural causes
and the activities of anti-social elements. Giving all these reasons we have said
that if the proposal of regrouping is given effect to with regard to other Railways,
the Assam Railway should be a group by itself, - considering the factors that we
have stated. Therefore, Madam, I do not like to say anything more except. to
thank the hon. Mover for helping us in our stand by moving the Motion.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: I am thankful to the Hon’ble Minister
for Railways that he his appreciated our point of view, and I. am glad to learn
that the matter which we are pressing here has already been insisted upon the
Central Government by our Government. I am sure this Resolution, embodying
the sense of the whole House, will strengthen his position further in pressing the
question to the Government of India. I again thank the Hon’ble Minister for
what he said on behalf of Government. :

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: T think ‘the hon. Mcm_bcr 1§ not
correct in saying that Hon’ble Mr. Das is Minister for Railways. He is Minister of
Transport.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: 1 meant Minister of Transport who has
also connectien with Railways. '

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-RQY: Madam, should it not be
ascertained whether it is the sense of the House to accept the Resolution ?

The Hon'ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: AsI have already said, Madam,
we have taken steps in the way my learned Friend wants us to do by this Resolu-
tion. Therefore we have got no objection to accept this Resolution and send it to
India in support of our move.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will put the question.
The question is :

““That this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam [do imme-
diately move the Government of India, in the Ministry of Railways to abandon
the proposal of grouping the Assam Railway with parts of E. I. R., B. N, R, and
O. T. R. with a view to form an Eastern group and do earnestly request the India
Government to constitute the Assam Railway in a separate unit having regard to
its Geographical position and strategic importance.”

The question was adopted.

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: Madam, I am not going to move
my *Resolution.

*Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: This Assembly is of opinion that the Government of
Assam do take immediate steps to supply woods from Government Forest Reserves free of royalty
to those people of Assam whose houses have been damaged by the last earthquake.
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The Hon’bhle Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : For the information of the
House I may say, Madam, that we bave already taken steps in the matter, B

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Itisnot necessary, as the Resolution has
not been moved.

Resolution urging to take steps to improve the condition of the
Tingkhong Road
Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: Madam, Deputy Speaker, I beg ¢t
move that this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam dq ta.ko
immediate steps to improve the condition of the Tingkhong Road which is th:
only source of communication of Tingkhong Mouza—a tea and paddy Producin
area of Dibrugarh Subdivision from where Government derive a good revenye,

Fa oAbl it Jeetrm, AeiEfEfS TS @ arEsn s oy
SAfS] 2T ST A2 s T AT TS 1T SeTMI? ofod e
¥ ifzre—t® Tom cFigean | (B ABCHT 7901 1B Rt w5y fage
cTete @2 qiwichites fespsle 339 ass @2 9FET @tstiratalg opaty Er\'a; \
Dibrugarh Subdivision ¢b1 @bl deficit area 218 42 7B 727445 Wl
FEBIAM Gt i, i, bisfH, (deadtm paddy surplus area | g3 = 1 p
REes 4l 304z Teetyf 20 AL5 TS TRATTT AT 44 q9ls By1q (&1 &

REice @2 Rets 4199 By o wtelly alF AR 20T 612 @tfzary iy ik H
9B 7TFS @Bl T WCAATARTT Wttt RS S T gy “w r
et “iife Jswe @M 953 Procurement Department g seize 3 &
TR G 4l A ARt | Afere, @2 AT IR BaAlver Bty ;
et e AR AT TRA T O1F IS ST I 41T blYq b
7S ATTac ST A A T S AR AT 2A9S 7, w17 919 m‘“‘TT
wfaeen : RS IE]

a% SfEE Z0a, @9 T A (AR 23 U@ TRI—gB sty o
ST 38 47 A Biz-AAITS AG—AT Aq) AT TIBY WAL Wy =y W:‘f%'cn
e [ASITHid Sras I @F AqfET edawe S T, wie R w"‘i |
BB @A 72 5 MY, @t G.M.C. 1S IS R citary ERI 9
FIF | @ERSTE W T G | AR IR e g frz)
SRR FIRCAE @ AABIS TF GPI T AT | GE ARBR gaggg T
CHITN BIFITT BiTaAE B4y TECA AT (WA | R TGT oy b S g
(72 AT ol STy FRta FiTat o2y, AferT 9% [t ety laiion i
wTaty T @I ol wife af<wen | R ™

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Resolution moved:

“This Ass'cmbly is of opinion that the Government of Assam dg take ;
steps to improve the condition of the Tingkhong Road which s ¢}, Onllmn e
communication of Tingkhong Mouza—a tea and paddy producins, CUICe of
Dibrugarh Subdivision from where Government derive a good rey 8 ar

Ca
. €nue,* of
We will resume the debate to-morrow. The House stands ..

10 A.M., to-morrow. ' adjourney ta
‘ Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A.M,, on Tuesda 1
1950, ‘ Y the 10, October, |
SHILLONG : R. N,
The30th December, 1950. Secretary,

Legislatiy, Asscmb’!y, dssam,




