Proceedings of the Second Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly
assembled under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
b Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10 A.m., on Saturday,
the 30th September, 1950,

PRESENT P

The Hon’ble Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, the seven
Hon’ble Ministers and forty-one Members,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table.)

Assam Enquiry Commission under the Indo-Pak. Agreement

Maulavi ABUAL MAJID ZIAOSH SHAMS asked

35. Will Government be pleased to state<

(a) When the Enquiry Commission under the Indo-Pak. Agreement
was set up by the Assam Government.?

() Whether the Enquiry Commission has commenced examining
witnesses or visiting affected and disturbed areas ?

(c) Whether Government are aware that the West 'Bffﬂgal an‘d _the
Eastern Pakistan Governments set up their Enquiry Corl:lmISSIOHS
about 2 or 3 months earlier than the Assam Government ?

(d) The reasons for delay in settling up the Enquiry Commission in
Assam ?

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA replied :

35. (a)—28th June 1950 by Assam Government Notification No.C.323/50-A.,
dated the 28th June 1950,
(b)—No.
(¢)—Yes. R ey
(d)—The Agreement provides that the Commission should bt? preside
over by a Judge of the High Court. As the hon. Member knows our High C(;xm;
" which has only two Judges was incapable of sparing a Judge. We thcr_eforec a t
to approach-the Central Government for making the service of a High Cour
udge available from elsewhere. That Government spggcstcd that justlizg
Mukbarji who was presiding over the West Bengal Commission of Enquiry cou
take up the work on finishing Enquiry in West Bengal. : g
Justice Mukharji wanted to start the work in Assam as early as possible an

. () Ly 9 “ 1 b[ished in
cfore paid a visit to Shillong issued an appeal which was widely pu
:Ezrlatterl;'art of July for statements to be put in by the end of August. There
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were representations from the Muslim Community asking. for' extension of the
time. Time was accordingly extended till 14th September, 1950, _

Thousands of representations were received. These are being sorted out and
classified. Notices will have to issue to representationists for appearance as soon
as a programme of hearing at various places is drawn up by the Secretary in con-
sultation with Commission. :

=  Diversion of the course of Singli River

- Mr. J. S. HARDMAN asked :

36. Will Government be pleased to state— : Sy

(a) Whether they are aware that the Singli River m_thc-. Darrang sttr:ql
has changed its course and has caused extensive dzg.mage to agri-
cultural lands and interference with road communication ? ;

(6) Whether a scheme was prepared by the Embankment and Dram.agc
Circle of the -Public Works Department for diverting twothirds
of the water now flowing in the existing course into the former
course of the River ? \ .

(¢) If so, what action, if any, has been taken to implement this scheme ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS  replied—

36. (a)—VYes.
(b)—Yes.

Y : ' .
(¢)—No action coulq 30 long be taken for implementation of the scheme

?S he -ix:al?t' from the Central Government for Post-War Development Schemes
R Proposed to execute the work was curtailed. Steps are, how-

ever, being taken to obtain th L t of India to have the
work done under Grow-More?P? (]))oiﬁog:ll]eﬁcg‘lc Governmen

Mr. J. S. HA ) : T Sihen
any fur.thgr action Ii:DMAN' Will Government be pleased to consider whether

SRR e Possible in view of the serious damage being caused to an

The i—Ion’ble Sr

will approve the sche ue RAM NATH DAS: We hope Government of India

me, Sir,

Estimat .
€ of loss of life ang property caused by recent Earthquake

BINOD J :
£ KUMAR J. SARWAN asked :

37. Will Governmen :
(&) The numbep 5 ased to state

caused to the o of human life and the amount of monetary loss

d People of Assam due to the collapse of houses and

w?it:llllti ;:trgﬁ as a::l li;asult of the earthquake of 15th August last

b) > Owed by the flood ?

(6) Tl;t; Srra?gé:.ments made for their relief by the Assam Government
ndia overnment for Dibrugarh, " North Lakhimpur,

Sibsagar, Jorhat, Sadi i . '
! X a, Pasighat, Saikhowaghat and the Naga
Hills (figures to be shgwn sepgaratcly) ? ’
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The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR IBAS replied:

37. (a)—It is not possible to assess accurately loss of human life and of proper-
ty until all the areas are surveyed for the purpose. A considerable part of the Area
lying between the Hills and the Lohit Brahmaputra has been inaccessible due to
strong currents. When it becomes accessible and communications are restorpd
and the more urgent and pressing work of relief and rehabilitation is attended to
it may be possible to prepare an estimate of loss of life and property.

(6)—Naga Hillsis not reported to have suffered appreciably, speaking
generally damage in Jorhat and Sibsagar except to buildings in towns is not
severe  Going eastwards towards Dibrugarh and Saikhowaghat the damage to
communications and fields in the Buridihing Valley and the Doom Dooma area
increases. On the north bank the Earthquake affected the hills and rivers flowing

-through them and the plains suffered in the eastern part of North Lakhimpur,..

Sissi, Dhemaji area, Pasighat and Sadiya areas by Earthquake and floods.

Relief appropriate to each area was provided—

(1) Provision of seedlings of Salj.

(2) Repair of communications—road, rail, telegraph, Telephone and Postal.

(3) Procurement and supply of rice and paddy.

(4) Arrangements for rescue of marooned people.

(5) Looking afier public health by providing curative  treatments.

preventive

(6) Provision for sinking tube wells and repair of wells which had been

damaged. ‘

(7) Putting up temporary shelters where people had become destitute.
(8) Arrangements for clothes,
(9) Provision for seeds for cold weather crops and cattle,

(10) Arrangements for procuring  Steel, Cement, C. I. Sheets, etc., for
dwellings in towns.

(11) Instructing the Forest Department to afford facilities to the destitute
people to obtain their house building materials from the Forests,

It is not possible to give figures for the different areas at this stage. Reliel
operations are going on and covering larger areas as they become accessible.

Mr BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Sir, I beg to draw the attention of
the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge to take special care for the poor and those who are
neglected instead of for the higher and middle class people only. - Iiemphasise that
special attention be given to the poor class of people in giving proper relief.

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS:
been taken in this area without making any discriminatj
or not.

Special care bas already
on whether one is poor

Tezpur-Balipara Railway Trains

Mr, BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN asked : |

38, (a) Are Government aware that the Tezpur-
generally carry overload passengers especially on Sundays and Hat days ?

(&) Are Government —aware that the old open passenger carriages,
wagons and the Railway line are unsafe for traffic ?

Balipara Railway Trains

(¢). Do Government propose to move the R

: ST ailway " authorities so that
the Assam Railway may take up this line

between Rangapara and Tezpur ?
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The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS replied :

38. (¢) Government have no information but the matter is being
enquired into.

(b) The Government Inspector of Railway who inspects the Tezpur-

Balipara Tramway Co., Ltd , twice every year has not made any adverse :

remark to this effect.

(¢) The term of contract with the Tezpur-Balipara Tramway Co.,
Ltd., will expire in 1952 when the question of its acquisition -wﬂl be considered.
This Government has already moved the proper authorities in the matter.

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Sir, in reply to my question (a) the
Government reply is ““Government have no information but the matter is being
enquired into”. T would like to inform the Government that this train do
carry over-load of passengers especially on Sundays and Hat days.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: It may be so, Sir, but we have
no information,

Public Service Commission, Assam

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI asked :

39. Will Govern ment be pleased to state— o
(a) How 10“8 the Public Service Commission, Assam, has been function-
Ing with two members only ?

(b) Why hag not a third member been

© Are Government aware that there is no . dearth of qualified persons

; N Assam to hold this post ?

{d) Are Government aware that the interests of the Assamese have been
Injured by

e e the absence of a third member in the Service Com-
mission ?

appointed so far ?

(¢) When dg Government propose to appoint the third member ?

h ’ i
he Hon'ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replicd :
39. (a)—Since 22nd February, 1949,

5th J anuaryTgs(;t: Esozt of the third member has been abolished with effect {rom

Measure
©):(4) & () e ;)fisg?nomy.
Maulavi ABDUY,
many members are functiALIM‘ Will Covernment be pleased to state how
2

mission i ONing at present in *the Assam Public Service Com-

BISHNURAM MEDHI: The answer is there, Sir,
Member hag heen abolished with effect from 5th Janu-
cConomy, So, there are two members now. :

Babu BIDYAPATI SINGHA= What step is ta.ken in case of disagreement
between the two members ?

that the post of the third
ary 1950, as a measure of
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The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: There is a provision for
this purpose. For the elucidation of the hon. Members I am reading out the
Article 318 of the Constitution of India : “In the caseof the Union Commission
or a Joint Commission, the President and, in the case of a State Commission,
the Governor or Rajpramukh of the State may by regulations—

(a) determine the number of members of the Commission and their
conditinns of service; and

(b) make provision with respect to the number of members of the staff’ of
the Commission and their conditions of service:

So, under this provision we have determined the number of members for the
Commission.

Under-trial prisoners absconded from Jorhat Jail in the month
of July last

> Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI asked:

40. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) The number of under-trial prisoners ahsconded from Jorhat Jail in
the month of July last ?

(b)) How many of them have been re-arrested and when ?

(¢) In what connection and under what section these ‘persons have
been arrested and remanded to Jail ?

(d) The date and time when the prisoners were ahsconded ?

(¢) 'Who was the Officer-in-charge at that time ? -

(f) The name of the officer or officers for whose fault this has
happened ?

(g) What action has been taken by Government against the officers
at fault ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied:

40. (a)—Four under-trials. |
(b)—Two of them have been re-arrested and brought to Jail on 28th July ‘
--1950.
(¢)—One under section 395, Indian Penal Code in connection with Jorhat |
Dacoity case and other 3 under sections 397/307, Indian Penal Code, in connection
with Nazira Armed Dacoity case. |
(d)—On the night of 21st July 1950 probably between 3 and 3-30 a. M. |
(e)—Dr. M. N. Sarma, M, B., Superintendent of Jail, Jorhat.
(f)—(1) Warder Ramparison Singh, "
(2) Acting Hd. Warder Ramani Mohan Dey, 5
(3) Head Warder Hurai Ram Hira,
(4) Warder Thomi Das.
(5) Warder Ramdeo Singh and 3 convict officers.

{g)— Superintendent of the Jail has been instructed to draw up departmental
proceedings against the persons at fault and to deal with them strictly according
to rules. Convict officers at fault have already heen punished according to
Jail Manual Rules.

~
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Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: Q}lﬁSﬁOﬂ No‘zj_O(f) \_-HG cafgﬁ

816 T i+ AfGiaq wiacs fem Czeg :
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER ; G G tTE o149 fAea s ?

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: Question No.40( f.) Sir, ffe,

fafr =tfS convict @t = a1 A=isfa fifen atfs cageies case Afme s
Ffeata catfpaee ¢

The Hon’ble Rev. J. j. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I have no information,
Sir, whether the Jailor went to inspect the jail at night on that day.

Maulavi ABDUL HALIM - Will Government be pleased to state how
these under-trial prisoners managed to abscond? ‘

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM ME
effect, Sir, but if the hon, M

give Government notice of s

DHI: There is no question to that

ember wants an answer to that, he will be pleased to
uch questions

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: zrgex i At agfagts i 13
convict [ArE Aaia gfem orp RafFs Departmental Enquiry =f
S T2 Atz Czrgra ? Jails ¥ fps ctiglfag  stagd @fEEF  convict
G IR TRl e I 2T Warder RElcF2 7t | ©m . FRed @
Departmental Enquiry #f R T2 00 T2 wiq s Judicial
Enquiry @ 23 ?

" The Hon’ble Revy. J

+J« M. NI - 3 18] ; i “‘the .
Superintendent of the Jai] h'z! ICHOLS-ROY : Sir, the reply is that

x 3 been instructed tg.q
ings against the persons a: fault aehaly

Convict officers at fault haye
Rules”. Sir, if after the acti
is any necessity for further o
when this Superintendent of

up departmental proceed-
strictly according to rules.

according to Jail Manual
on already taken to punish the guilty officers, there

cti‘?n, that will be looked into by the Government
ail sends in hig report ?

Tea Lahour Population j, Tea
Prof. P. M. SARWAN asked .

41. (a) Are Governme
. . nt : . ,
estates in g%sszm 1s about eleyey, lakhg ? the: tea labour population on Tea
) Are Govery ‘ :
Congress(Party have no f;i?ﬁ:iesi‘:are t]h?t political = parties other than the
; meet Jah ; ?
¢) Do Governme ¢ ourers in Tea estates
of India l(jl)opose' to take str:apsmt?ssonaﬂ% with article 19 of the Constitution
iha Ten cointess Nable a] political parties to meet labourers on

Srijut PURNANANDA CHET1, (Parlia

already beep punished

Estates in Assam

aware that

mentary Secretary) replied:

41. (a)—-The hon. Memiye, S refegs ‘ i

i 0. 177 by Srijut Ch redBito! andwas given to Unstarre

i%ucslt(ﬁ?; N e 4100 Kheriy o¢ the Budget Session of the Assem-
1Y A .

(b).—I!t " n(t)t anfz‘g: tt}llat t?ebcongress Party alone gets  facilities ' from

the managements to ‘¢ labourers, 1, tact all the registered unions,

~
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irrespective of parties they are affiliated to, are enjoying equal facilities to meet
the labourers in the Tea estates. The Assam Tea Labourers Association
controlled by the hon. Member is an instance of the same.

(¢c)—Does not arise.

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: The answer to (b) is ““It is not a fact that the Congress
Party alone gets facilitics from the managements to meet the labourers.. In fact

all the registered unions, irrespective of parties they are affiliated to, are enjoying

equal facilities to meet the labourers in the Tea estates’’—it is.a very satisfactory
answer indeed, but in view of the fact that there may be dichards and reactionary
clements as in the past, will Government inform the Indian Tea Association of the
policy of the Government ? '

Srijut PURNANANDA CHETIA (Parliamentary Secretary): It is not
the duty of the Government to inform the Indian Tea Association because so far

as the facilities to be given to the unions are concerned, they are being given to all
by the Industry.

Prof. P. M. SARWAN : My question is that these facilities may not be
available to others than the Congress Party.

Srijut PURNANANDA CHETIA (Parliamentary Secretary): It is not
a fact, Sir. . . T

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: Will the Government explain. their policy to the
Indian Tea Association ? i

Srijut PURNANANDA CHETIA (Parliamentary Secretary): That
question does not arise, Sir.

Number of Tea Gardens in Dibrugarh, Sibsagar, Jorhat and Golaghat
Subdivisions

Prof. P. M. SARWAN asked: \

42. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The number of Tea gardens at present in Dibrugarh, Sibsagar, Jorhat

and Golaghat Subdivisions ?

(b)) How many Labour Officers have been appointed for these Sub-

divisions and what are their headquarters ?

(¢) What are the function of Labour Officers ?

(d) Whether Government propose to insist on prompt attention being

paid by Labour Officer to Labour grievances ?

43, (a) Are Government aware that the Manager of Tyroon Tea Company
has attempted to disrupt Hathipora Tea Labourers’® Association
by threat of stoppage of rations, stoppage of work and by
preventing peaceful meetings of labourers ?

(b)Y What steps Government propose to take in the matter ?

44. (a) Are Government aware that many Tea estates in Assam which claim
to have.-surplus labour have stopped {vork of such surplus
labour ?

(6) What have the Government done to provide work or means of living
to the above surplus labour ?

(r) Do Go'vernment‘ propose to ask for suggestion from registered trade
unions working on Tea estates as to how the above surplus labour
might be employed or rehabilitated ? }

(d) Do Government propose requisitioning grant lands of above Tea

esii'fnfc"sp or settling their surplus labour as measure of interim
relief 7
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The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

42.(a)—The number of Tea gardens by subdivision is not available. There
are however 229 and 287 Tea gardens in the districts of Lakhimpur and Sibsagar
respectively.

(6)—Two Labour Officers with headquarters at Dibrugarh and Jorhat.
They are assisted within the local limits by the Labour Inspector posted at
Dibrugarh, Tinsukia, Jorhat, Sibsagar and Golaghat.

(¢)—Maintenance of industrial peace and enforcement of all labour laws,
within their respective jurisdiction. ‘The Labour Officers are also ex-ufficio
Inspectors under Factories Act. - :

(d)—This is always done.

43. (a) and (b)—A complaint has been received and the matter is being
enquired into.

44. (a) and (b)-—In general, there is no problem of surplus labour in Tea
Estates n Assam alt.h(:!‘_lg_h it is possible that there may be surplus labour in small
proportion in a few individual garden here and there.

G9vernment have received no complaint from quarter in Assam Vitley
regarding surplus labour, but in Cachar District the question of this surplus
labour incidently arose in respect of two gardens as a result of amalgamation
‘which was settled amicably, ;

{¢)—Does not arise at this stage.
(d)—Does not  arise,

Mandal of Hojai Mauza of Nowgong

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH SAMADDAR asked :

45. (a) Are Governm :
A o o
against the conduct siSs nt aware that there were a large number of petitions

jut Kulaswar Das a Mandal of Hojai M District

ong (A - s a Mandal ol rlojal auza
EZ;‘;gin gth(e Sﬁgl)sfm‘_ncreatmg troubles between different parties, sl;ifting of
ctc. ? Ps, Illegally burning of houses of the seitlement holders,

b) Are G .
()tion OVCI‘nment aware thatJudicial inquiries were also n’]ade mn

those allegations b :
ded for h?s transfez o Em:a Assistant Commissioner of Nowgong who recommen=
I the interests of public service ?

(c) Isita fac ]
transferred clse\‘ihere,tb?tat according to that recommendation the Mandal was

2 P s he did ioin hi : ime an
that after joining he g;q e disclllxc::r é}gl;n;usdrllﬁ\;r ?placc for a long time
(d) Isita fact ¢ ! .
former place again ? hat he has since managed to secure his transfer to his

(¢) Do Goverfim :
It propose to transfer him somewhere else now ?
Srijut HARESW
Sriju SWAR Das (Parl_iamentary Secretary)

45. (a)—There is no Manda]
no petition against such a Manda), prcd Kulaswar Das. As such there was

Srijut Thuleswar Das, Mandal. ut some petitions  were submitted against

replied :

(b)—Yes, against Srijut Thuleswar Das.

WIS
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(¢)—According to the - recommendation of the Extra Assistant Commis-
sioner who made the Judicial enquiry, the Mandal was transferred temporarily
to the Samaguri Circle to facilitate the enquiry. As he fellill and had to take
leave on medical certificate, he could not join there immediately after the
transfer but joined after the expiry of the leave and discharged his duties there.

(d)—The Mandal has since been retransferred to his former place.

: (6)—It is not proposcd to transfer him again elsewhere but his work
will be closely watched.

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH SAMADDAR: No.45(5)—Is it not a fact
that the transfer of this Mandal to his for mer place was a disregard to the recom-

mendation of the Extra Assistant Commissioner conducting the Judicial
enquiries ?

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Parliamentary Secretary): No, Sir.

Supervision of the works of the subordinate officers of the Co-operative
Department

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

46. Will Government be -plcased to sta‘e—

(aJ Whether it is a fact that the task of supervising the works of the
subordinate officers of the Co-operative Department has been
entrusted to Deputy Commissioner which was formerly discharged
by the superior-officers of the Department ?

(b) If 55, when was this change made and why ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to restore the previous practice in the
interest of efficient working of the Department ?
(d) If not, why not ?

" Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary)
replied : :

46. (a) & (b)—With a view to c_:o~ordinatc the @ctivitie_s of the officers work-
ing under the Rural Development Directorate, administrative control of officers
including those of the Co-operative Department has been entrusted to Deputy
Commissioners and Subdivisional Officers since 30th May 1949. This control was
exercised through Development Officers till these officers were retrenched in
December, 1949, ncw Deputy Commissioners and Subdivisional Officers are
working in an ex-officto capacity.

(c)—-The matter is under consideration.
(d)—Does not arise.

Srijut GAURL KANTA TALUKDAR : No.46(a)—Do not Government con=
sider that the administrative control of the subordinate officers of the Co-operative
DEpartiient (il better be served by the superior officers of that Department in-
stead of by Deputy Gommissioners ? :

Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary): It
does not prevent the superior officers to supervise the works of the subordinate
officers. The whole object was to bring upon co-ordination in the works in the
subdivisions.
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Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Ts it not a fact that the Sul:ior?irgatic
district ﬁ)fﬁccrs of the Co-operafive Department are not under the control of thejr
superior officers ?

Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary S?‘:{' etary) :d Sl:fg;
Only the Administrative control remains with the Deputy Commissioners ag
divisional Officers, but so- far as the technical side of the work is concerne 5 con-
trol for that rests with the superior officers of the Co-operative Department.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Will Governm‘eut take it from me
that as a matter of fact the superior officers of the Co-operative Departme{ t can-
not exercise control over the subordinate officers in the districts excepting in
matters relating to submission of reports on furmal matters ?

Srijut BIMALAPRQSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary): Iam

afraid, Sir, I cannot accept it to be so.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : But do not the Government.........

The Hon’hle the

SPEAKER : The hon, Member is introducing arguments
which I cannot allow,

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: But, Sir, I am not asking these
questions in my interes

- T am asking these questions in the interest of the public
as well as for the henefit of the Government. ~They are not arguments. They are
vital questions, :

The Hon’bje the SPEAKER -

i But the hon. Parliamentary Secretary has
said that he cannoet accept it.

Schemg of regrouping of Indian Railways
Srijut GAURj KANTA TALUKDAR asked :
47. Are Government aware—

(@) That the Government of India

undertaken 5 Scheme of regrouping of Indian Railways ?

(b) That the sajq Scheme rontemplates to group the Assam Railway with
Somespartsi oF B T, REUBANG RiAandit®,5T.aR: o form an

in the Ministry of Railways have

MR JOve questions be in the | affirmative, do Government

way with any ofhies ra}fthorlt{)es ‘0 abandon the idea of grouping the Assam Ra'h
S aysibusito i i i it wit

its Headquarters a¢ 'Pané t to allow it to remain as an independent unit w

oo U having regard tq Assam’s position of aloofness and
stratcgle Impontancelastofp g e Sgtatg ? P

The Hon'ble Srijut RAM 4 1y DAS replied :
47, (a)— Yes,

(b)_—‘&rffs. Under the tentati\; (3 4
¢ Scheme the am: 1 s contem-
plated to be named as North Eagt he amalgamated unit i

ern Railway,
48 —Government have already sty

: : . : ongly moved the Central Government to
this efubii everything possible s being done in this direction,
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Assam Railway Workshop at Bongaigaon
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked:

49. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Assam Railway Workshop at Bongaigaon
is going to be abolished ?

(). Whether having regard to the aloofness and strategic position of
Assam this Government propose to move the Central Government
not to abolish the workshop but to convert it into a full-fledged

workshop capable of serving the Assam Railway in all possible
way ?

The Hon’ble Sxijut RAM NATH DAS replied:

49. (a)—Government have no such information. The matter is however
interlinked with the general question of regrouping of Railways.

(6)—Everything possible is being done in the matter.

Srijut GAURI KAN TA TALUKDAR : With regard to the question of re-
grouping of the Assam Railway, do not Government coasider it necessary that a
big workshop should be maintained at Bongaigaon ?

Th> Hom’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: Yes, Sir, we consider this
necessary.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Are Government aware that most
of the materials are being gradually removed elsewhere from this place ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: We are not aware of that, Sir.
We know that a site has been selected for the construction of a workshop at
Bongaigaon but the Railway Department has not as yet started construction of
building up-till now.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : My information is that some of the
materials which are necessary for carrying on the construction of this workshop
are being removed from there to Siliguri, will Government enquire into this ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: Yes, Sir, that will be done.

Babu BIDYAPATI SINGHA : May I be permitted to speak a few words,
Sir, I want to bring to the notice of the House that the Hon’ble Minister-in-
charge declined to reply to one of my questions I put during the last March
Session regarding the opening of a Telegraph Office at Sonaimukh in Cachar say-
ing that it was a Cezntral subject ; but now I find that questions relating to Cen-
tral subjects are being replied to by the Government,

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: I do notremember to have
refused any reply belore, Sir.

(A Veice: You may bring up the question again.)
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IN ASSAM

Re rice scarcity at Dighkoi and Cachar
Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR: I{%{g 947 S2(%g , 72 fEefaZ Jres
TSI o @4n et ARtm e @12 Gy 4w 9fs gt A s R
<% dfzws rife afxg  cdice

““Acute rice scarcity at Dighoi please make provision for adequate rice imme-
diately and declare Dighoi rationed area’

............

T2, feald?, 5w, Ted 951, Wi Sisfats Industrial Labour  Area.
Spote Rfefeaas ol a4 Tea Labour, s>ii s14 Industrial Labour sits
31 &t T iRt 99is @1t ot At 7 altg, QaFal wdEe «fen sigag
B C207, IR SifFF=T T | <t Fhoas paFi 9B G S
IREFT 0 B89 b1 wEww w39 e @i 9 GiATieT @ area

A @90 I w367 area 1 THART w90 7 Fia) dfa sitel 12 F{9 waca
5AFIT BIfT Swcaty wfzea |

The Hon'ble Srijut MOTI

e e RAM BQRA: Mr, Speaker, Sir, the whole

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER -
hon. Member spoke in Assame}fc. i

‘The gon%:e _Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: TN GgrT lediam,  beeT
?;{g; o g"f;;;; Cg'%:r@__me?ia BISeT ISl Cxrg A 51T 49 Al g |
Siterinal et i %TTM SE RE A7) AtEeg | wg Aty Afafzfes fasca
aB i 47 541 vy | T X _wrre Motion fitg, e wlq fifics
731 5% afon forlney r@‘l? TS CIT AFTal T4 wlatsT Ff99 491
Telegram ceitz =5ts quqrff,;ng W 2riepl ﬁ'ﬂt_?r Fe @ T2 favg I
e o1 5T AR ¢ 2 TIEg Gfeee fq «ifFy ditg 1 @R AW

} TIT, o8 Fyen & — : 2 - S
TS T ATy [RR S (6 P e € | 2T £ B

he reply may be given in Assamese as the

Mr. C. W. MORLEY -

whether he received 5 telegrar May I enquire from the Hon’ble Chief Minister -

- Cha Sramik Unijon, ™ with regard to shortage of rice from the Cachar
The Hon’ble Syi; S .
I have already sent ; jut BISHNUR A M MEDHI ;

- Yes, I have received it and
t to the Hon’hle Minister-in-charge

rge of Supply.

I have just got the telegram
5 nded over to me by  Shri Satindra Mohan
it Supply  Secretary to take prompt action in the

Statement of¢h ) X ",
damages causefl Iz;ntlﬁle Chief Minister on the havoc and

5 . ¢ recent Earthquake and flaod in
Assam and the rehe. Mmeasures taken by Government
and discussjon thereon
'The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI -
permission may I mal e a statement w :
be taken now as it will take considera

Mr. Speaker, Sir, with your

ith regard to carthquake ? This item may
ble time, .
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes,

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: MRgz. Speaker,

With your leave, I rise to make a statement on the situation
that has been created in our State by the recent earthquake,
and the steps so far taken and proposed to be taken by Govern-
ment, to cope with it.

2. On thg evening of the 15th August, when celebrations to
mark the anniversary of our emergence to the status of a free
Nation were being held all over India, and when the functions

‘in connection with the Sradh ceremony of our late lamented

Jeader and Chief Minister Lokapriya Gopinath Bardoloi had not
concluded, our State was rocked by a terrible earthquake,—one
of the worst of its kind in living memory. The first tremor
occurred at about 7-45 p.m., and was felt over periods varying
from five to eight minutes in different parts of the State. This
initial shock was followed by a series of secondary shocks during
the same night, some of them sharp and severe ; and since then
several tremors of varying intensity have been reported almost
daily from many parts of the State. The first shock appears to
lLiave been recorded by seismographs all over the world, and in
some cases the recording instruments appear to have been
thrown out of gear by the violence of the tremor. These records
go to show that this earthquake which, judged from its effects,
has been more violent than the Great Assam Earthquake of 1897,
and was of greater intensity than the Bihar Earthquake of 1934
and the Quetta Earthquake of 1935. Some of the seismological
stations maintained by the United States Coast and Geodetic
Survey have reported that the recent earthquake is among the
five greatest earthquakes ever to be recorded. The epicentre of
the earthquake is said to be in Eastern Tibet, a few miles from
a place called Rima, at a distance of about nine miles from our
border.

3. The earthqualge spelt disaster and ruin over large tracts
of Upper Assam and 1n tl}e hills of the North-East Frontier
Agency. Thousands of buildings have been damaged, and an
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appreciable number have collapsed. Our highways were dis-
figured by cracks and fissures and rich paddy fields were strewn
with sand gushing out from the gaping chasms which suddenly
appeared on the earth’s surface. High up in the hills the
rivers were blocked for a time by heavy landslides, thus
causing the water in the channels below to dry up. Later, when
under pressure of the accumulating water the blocks gave
way, the floods came down in a torrential roar inunda-
ting vast areas, and sweeping away houses, fields and gardens,
and in fact everything that happened to be in their path.
Some of the rivers changed colour, and carried with them
some sulphurous substance, spreading a horrible pungent
odour for miles from their banks. Numberless fish perished
in these rivers, and it was a ghastly sight to see dead bodies
of men and animals ineluding cattle, elephants and even the
rhinoceros, and gigantic trees uprooted from the wild forests
floating down the raging waters.

4 The area affected by the earthquake stretches over the
Slbsagar ?lnd_ Lak_himpur Districts of Upper Assam, the Abor
Hills and Mishmi Hills Districts of the North-East Frontier
Agency, and covers several thousands of square miles
Thctla worst affected areas are the Kodam, Gohain, Bardolini
and the Machkhowa mauzas of the North Lakhimpur
Subdivision, the Dhemaji, Sissi and Paik Mahal mauzas of Dib-
rugarh Subdivision, and the entire stretch of hilly tracts com-
ngtlzl&g _ the Abor.Hills and the Mishmi Hills Districts.
2 B llzjguaﬁeocr)%lles, 1,200 square miles of the Lakhimpur
Agency, have been square miles of the North-East Frontier
souls have heen affc very badly aflected. In. all about 1,12,000

ccted in the Lakhimpur District, and roughly

3,50,000 j T 5
24,000 p;lgpléhe North-East  Frontier Agency. Of these,

suffercat e In the North Lakhimpur Subdivision have

sly and : ;
mate, the cost ofyrehabliOlSt L e

viding them with itating these 44,000 people, by pro-
plough cattle, 2 .fOOd for_three months, shelter, water,
et gricultural implements, seeds and medical
: 5. Even e:?iited 0 be over Rs.80 lakhs.

occurrence. of thisl present time, nearly six weeks after the
th estimatcrob ‘t};e iﬁﬂﬂf disaster, it is difficult to venture

. €r ¢ 1
caused to public and of casualties, and the damage

: Private property. The exact number of
casualties will perhaps never be known, as no trace of many

villages has been left in the Subapeir ]
La.k himpur Subdivision, as also aiTlnSII"tlheV«’:ngr OinEhCMli%I;g}
Hills of the North-East Frontier Agency. It is, however,

¥
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some consolation that the loss of

been so great as it might have been in a more populous
area. Most of the deaths occurred by people being crushed
by the landslides, or Swept away by the raging torrents of
rivers in sudden flood, which followed in the wake of the
earthquake.  While it is no doubt essential to ascertain the
loss of life and damage caused by the carthquake as early as
possible, so that a plan for the rehabilitation of the victims
of the disaster may be chalked out, it would he appreciated
that Government have, in the order of precedence, to bestow
their immediate attention to the steps to be taken for the relief
of those who are marooned in distant areas, without food and
shelter.  Reports of casualties and damages have been pouring
in, and a reference to these wil] be made later in my statement.

6. I was at Gauhati on the evening of the 15th August on
my way to Delhi to attend a VEry Important conference on
Food, convened by the Prime Minister. The reports which I re-
ceived in reply to my queries over the wireless to all the Deputy
Commissioners and Subdivisional Officers regarding the damage
and destruction caused by the earth

: . _ quake, distressed me beyond
measure. I immediately decided to cance] my visit to Delhi,
so that I could proceed at once to the affected areas to assess

the extent of suffering and damage, and djrect the relief cpera-
tions. But on my contacting His Excellency the Governor and
my Cabinet colleagucs in Shillong over the phone, I was adyised
to stick to my earlier programms and proceed to Delhi, as the
conference in connection with which I was going there, was an
important one, and as my presence in Delhi would help the
Government of India to appreciate the magnitude of the disaster
which had so suddenly overtaken our State. Thc-‘rcf'ore, after
requesting my colleagues, the Hon’ble Minister for Public Works
Department and the Hon’ble Minister for Excise ang Medical
Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-Roy, and Srijut Siddhinath Sarma. Presi.
dent, Assam Provincial Congress Committee, 1o Visit the a’ﬁ"ected
areas and directing the Deputy Commissioner Darrang to
roceed to North Lakhimpur with supplies, I feft for Delhi
on the 17th. On the same day, contacted some of the
recognised relief societies and Organisations at Calcutta
including the Marwari Relief Society, which hag sach aﬂ’
excellent _record of reljef works tg its credjt I dis-
cussed with the organisers of these societies +hé imme-
diate steps to be taken tq rush  relief o the affected
areas. I was encouraged by the response which met
my request for help, and T Was assured that a band.of
trained relief workers under the aegis’ of the 'Mitwas ‘DAEE
Saciety and the Kashj Viswanath Society would be pro-

human life hag not
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ceeding immediately to Dibrugarh with a good stock of medi-
cines, vitamin tablets, milk, essential foodstuffs and clothing.
On my return journey I met the prominent  members of the
Marwari Relief Society and they were pleased to subscribe

Rs. 60,000 and promised to raise another rupees two lakhs later .

for relief.

7. At Delhi, T had detailed discussions with the Prime
Minister, the Deputy Prime Minister, and the various Ministries
of the Government of India regarding the practical steps to be
taken to rush supplies of food, medicines and clothing to those
regions with which our communications had been totally
destroyed, to rehabilitate those who had become destitute, to
restore rail and road communications and thereby pave the way
for the speedy return of normal conditions. Everywhere I
marked_a genuine anxiety to help us to tide over the many
difficulties confronting us during the present period of trial.
I was indeed overwhelmed by the assurances of sympathy and
help, which my appeals and requests met with all round.

8. When reports were first received to the effect that due to
landslides in the hills, the rivers were being blocked, it was
considered necessary to blast these blocks by bombing from the
%1113 io ﬂ:lalt(:i the risk of floods at a later stage as a result of the
lafccd i«?afer mcg lfgder the pressure of a heavy mass of accumu-
Hon’ble Primgum-b? removed. On receipt of a telegram, the
T o s 11(1115ter orderqd two Liberators of the Indian
bombs and ex 13:1 to Assam immediately with the necessary
Hocre wheg the‘:;s prr the blasting of the river blocks.
burst under pres 5 ct that the b.locks ad already

pressure of the water. - The services of the Libera-

tors were, ther
et basé. efore, no longer necessary, and they returned to
9. Durin :
g my absence in Delhi, His Excellency the

Governor flew to D;
o Dib
as to make an rugarh w
aSS€SSn’]gnt Of th

ascertain to what e
1 Xte
assist the State in or nt the

ith the Brigade Commander, s0
e needs of the situation and also
52 regular Army might be able to
and restoring COmgams.mg.rdief, rescuing marooned people
Hon’ble Shri Ram \Tmumcatmns. Two of my colleagues, the
Nichols-Roy, at 1i1ath Das and the Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M.
N O fan i foduest Before 1 lofi ifor, Delbi,
gr;) ILel?hS'wc tours in the affected areas of the
ibsagar anc LaXnhimpur Districts, including the worst affected
North Lakhimpur Subdivision. Tt was soon realised that the

most serious effect of the terrible earthquake was the complete

e e >
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breakdown of communications to important District and. Sub-
divisional headquarter stations such as Dibrugarh, North
Lakhimpur, Sadiya and Pasighat. Some of these areas had not
yet received their August quota of rice, so that with the sudden
collapse of road and rail communications and the rise in the
Brahmaputra and the large masses of drifting timber therein
making navigation impossible, there were signs of panic
among the local people, some of whom feared that they might
have to face starvation. The immediate task, therefore, was
to restore communications with as little delay as possible, and
to devise means to rush supplies to the affected areas. Orders
by wireless were issued at once to the District and Subdivi-
sional Officers to incur the necessary expenditure to give relief
to the affected people as also to effect emergent repairs to the
communications. The various units of the Assam Rifles were
similarly instructed to proceed at once to the areas of distress
and start rescue operations and repair the roads. It was
decided, after inspecting the breach on the Assam section  of
the National Highway at Khowang, that the military resources
should be mobilised to repair this vital road, linking all the
Upper Assam districts on the South Bank of the Brahmaputra
with Gauhati. At the same time, it was realised that in spite
of the best efforts of the Public Works Department, the military
and the Assam Rifles, it would take time for the restoration of
road communications and that the despatch of supplies to the
distressed areas could not wait till then. The only solution
was, thercfore, to resort to dropping of essential = supplies from
the air. The Government of India were at once apprised of
the position, and an I. A. F. detachment consisting of six
Dakotas was immediately ~despatched to = Gauhati for
dropping supplies of rice and other essential medicines in the
worst affected areas. There were difficulties in the beginning,
as the stock of aviation spirit in the State was insufficient
to meet the demands of such a large scale air-dropping opera-
tion. It was thus necessary to bring aviation spirit by air from
other parts of India, so that there would be no delay in starting
the operations. Stocks of rice were available at the time only
at Gauhati, which was accordingly made the base of the I.A.F.
detachment. Air dropping commenced as per schedule on the
23rd August, and has continued regularly ever since, in spite of
the vagaries of the monsoon weather, which often make flying
over the Brahmaputra Valley and the Hill Tracts of the
North-East Frontier Agency, risky at this time of the year.
It was a severe strain on the pilots to transport supplies
from Kahikuchi acrodrome to such distant points a3
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Sadiya and  Pasighat, and therefore, the  base
for the operations was later shifted to Jorhat, where in the
meantime, a sufficient stock of rice had been bujlt up. Since
then, with Jorhatas the base air-dropping operations have
been proceeding uninterruptedly, and droppings have taken
place at Sadiya, Pasighat, Dambuk in the interior of the Mishmi
Hills, Murkongsellek, Kaplingchapari, Pathalipam, Anand
Bagan, Chenia Dewri, Baligaon and Nepalikuti, His Excellancy
the Governor himself flew in the first Dakota which air-dropped
food over Sadiya, headquarters of the Mishmj Hills, where
parachutists were also dropped to facilitate future air-dropping
y return from Delhi, I took off
: g Mili ta
which dropped about 60 %zklgiizr,
: f the extent of damage, and with
a View to see how the iI}Struction issued to the local autho-
ﬂllefzréliassures, were in fact being carried
.~ 1€ 2oth September the Air Force has

ma(cilfz over 110 sorties, and drOppé)d over 5,200 maunds of rice
3‘8 ;féges a?ng Other - essential supplies. The total quantity
e ’amgl'mrtzppfd 1ln the North Lakhimpur Subdivision
the lines S Igaiun‘ds'd ASapers for repairing
- : nd trai Ar i : =

nel equipped with essential e rllrclilyogllgrc'l 1(;’2655(;25225
so long remained Inaccessible bt;rlio:ila s;rg]lglatriva;ea, o
i i : 0y other urgent re-occupations, the
gfﬁmgfh{iﬁ;sﬁg Ptaﬁd a brief visit to mnEg Stalt)c f'rompthe 4th to
the earthquakel-l > to study the extent of havoc wrought by
relief measures to kl £ el mn formulating co-ordinated
brief stay in tLo Sicte the Situation. - In the course of his
Doom Dooma, S ﬁozjat}f Prime Minister visited Dibrugarh,
OVEr some of the v, ghat, Khowang and Jorhat, and flew
Subdivibion Doy tor;t 3ﬁ"ected areas of the North Lakhimpur
hill tracts of ¢y, NO?thaE weather, his proposed flight over the
doned. His ~=ast Frontier Agency, hadto be aban-
. pr(?SC'IlCC in our midst I I T

spell, at this perjoq b 5L, though only for a bnf
4 great incentive to
Yetontény ¢ with renewed vigour
ted, and to revitalise tlf ! of the suffering and the afflic-
responsible for the reljqf ¢ official and non-official machinery
of our difficulties. b “]31 Operations. After g personal assessment
ination that the r ¢ has returneq tq Delhi with the firm deter-
mind at the resources of (e Governments of India and
Assam should be mobiliseq to the fullest extent, to rush relief

=
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and succour to the affected areas. . The Prime Minister sugges-
ted that the situation created by the earthquake should be
tackled on a war footing, and a body vested with extra.Ordinar_Y
powers in the nature of a War Council, setup to deal expedi-
tiously with the problems created by the earthquake, w1thc_)ut
the need for resorting to the usual Secretariat procedure, which
invariably involves a certain amount of delay. In accordance
with the Prime Minister’s advice, the supreme control of tl_le
relief, rescue and rehabilitation operations, has been vested in
an Earthquake Emergency Council, presided over by His
Excellency the Governor, and consisting of myself, and the
Hon’ble Ministers, Food, Public Works Department, Supply
and = Medical as Members, This Emergency Council
meets daily or on alternative days according to urgency,
and after ga survey of the position, orders for
relief are passed without the normal formalities of Secre-
tariat procedure. The Chief Secretary, the Secretaries to
Goverqment, the Departmental Heads, and the military
authorities attend the deliberations of the Council, whenever
their presence is required. The Council has already applied
itself to the many urgent tasks ahcad, including the provision
of food, shelter and clothing to the distressed people, the
despatch of seeds and seedlings to the affected areas, grant of
agricultural and cattle loans to the cultivator, the numerous
other aspects of rehabilitation of the earthquake wvictims and
the steps to be taken to Prevent the outbreak of epidemics in
the affected areas. I shal] be referring in greater detail to
some of these Matters, a little later.

‘11. The North Lakhimpur Subdivision presented a
particularly grave problem, during the period immediately
following ~ the earthquake.’ Immediately on receipt of the
Subdivisional Officer’s report regarding the havoc caused
in thetown, a sum of rupees 20,000 was sanctioned for
gratuitous relief, and the distribution of rice to the
sufferers started on the morning of the 17th August. Road
communications were entirely disrupted, and there were clearly
signs of pamc among the local people, The Public Works
Department, with the co-operation of the Political Officer,
Subangiri, and the assistance of the Political Labour Corps
consisting mainly of tribesmen, and the tea garden labourers
succeeded in  restoring communications to the Subdivisional
headquarters in a short time. Tt then became possible
to  move supplies to North Lakhimpur town by road,
and air-dropping in the town  itself was thereafter
discontinued. ~ The worst  affected  area was, however,
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to the FEast of the Subansiri, and the problem of
rushing supplies there was a baffling one. The level of the
earth in certain places had sunk several feet, with the result
that the villagers were marooned in their homes, 'fmd forced
to live on housetops. Two light ’‘planes belonging to the
Jokai Tea Estate of the Indian Tea Association, did valiant
work, dropping cooked food and chiza in the distressed areas,
and at considerable risk to themselves rushed succour when
most needed in that badly affected region. One of these
‘planes was compelled to force land near Nepali Khuti on the
10th last due to engine trouble, and on the 24th another ‘plane
crashed in the Dhemaji area, but the brave pilot had a provi-
dential escape. The carrying capacity of these monoplanes
being meagre, they could, however, touch only a fringe of
the problem. With the restoration of communications to
Pathalipam and = Ananda Bagan, air-dropping in = these areas
was discontinued. It was necessary to contact the marooned
people with as little delay as possible, and remove them to
areas where they might be properly fed, given shelter and
medical treatment, until such time a8 conditions justi-
fied their return to their homes, or rehabilitation
elsewhere. A conference of the Civil authorities, Assam
Rifles, Police and Military representatives was convened
to consider ho_w best the resources of the Army, the Assam
Rifles, the Police and other volunteer organisations could be
pooled, so as to launch 2 co-ordinated rescue operation in the
flooded areas east of the Subansiri river. As a result of the
giinlsiorjistakeni?t this conference, a composite force of the
swin-?r’n sam p‘les and the Police consisting of a number of

érs, all volunteers, duly set off for North Lakhimpur,

its first task being to cross the wild and torrential Subansiri.

he equipment at the g;
1e disposal of th ; t
adequate for the ol P these volunteers was no

Job they had so daringly taken on therselves.
aBtliz;l(?:d go n;he.‘r brave and sustained cfforts, which was
td-the eastzrn %nyl’a risk, they at last succeeded in crossing over
of mercy. Thean ¢. That was the beginning of their mission
bering 126 mar;eScue of thp first batch of D%rpa.l Miris num-
Shhis b Ffteoned at Rajghat was accomplished on the 8th
rescued between raihda“ng operation. In all, 187 people were
crossing with a m and 10th' September as a result of 20
o otor boat. Since then, these brave volun-

contacted thousands of villagers in the marooned
level such as Cha.uldhoa.removed them to places at a higher

g Baligaon, Bardalani and Pathalipam,
WhETE arrangements were made to give them food, shelter and

=
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medical aid. A dropping zone was marked at Baligaon, where

essential supplies were later dropped by the 1. A. F., to relieve
the semi-starved villagers.

12. The changes in topography caused by the earthquake,
have created a variety of agricultural problems, the nature and
magnitude of which has not yet been properly assessed. The
agricultural staff, as also the land record staff have been asked
to tour the affected areas, and assess the extent of damage’
suffered by the cultivable land and the standing crops. The
flood waters have inundated large stretches of land, extending
over hundreds of square miles, under crops, and in many
places, sand gushing out of the gaping fissures has been strewn
over the once fertile paddy fields. The changes in contour
have affected the drainage system, as also the course of streams,
rivers and water canals. The immediate task has been to help

the villagers whose crops have been damaged by submergence,

to transplant their areas. @ Where the water-logging

.has been too deep, very little could be done at the

moment, as it is only when the rains cease and the
water level goes down during the cold weather, that steps
can be taken to restore the drainage system, embank-
ment projects for the protection of vulnerable areas
taken in hand. In those areas where the sand which has come
through the fissures cannot be otherwise disposed of, it will
have to be gradually assimilitated in the soil by a process of
manuring. Steps have been taken to procure seedlings from
other arcas for the cultivators in the affected areas and to
make available' to them seeds like mustard, matikalai, beans
and potatoes either on a loan or gratuitous basis, as demanded
by circumstances. Thousands of cattle have been washed
away by the flood, and the resultant acute shortage is proposed
to be met by imports from other areas within the State and
from Bihar and Manipur. In some areas, especially in the North
Lakhimpur Subdivision, the cattle which have survived the floods
are facing starvation for want of fodder, ‘as the flood water and
silt have rendered grass unfit for feeding the cattle, Requests
have been made to other States for the

= : C supply of trated
cattle food in the shape of white bran pz?nzl Pulggnﬁzzk? eI

appeal to mill owners in the province also to place all their
rice bran and oil cakes for distribution to the affected areas
tosave the starving cattle. Orders have been placed with
the Jorhat Technical Institute and other workshops, for the

supply of agricultural implements, to relieve the position in
those areas where the cultivators have lost their all.
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13. In the Sibsagar Subdivision, the area under cultivation
affected by the floods, is estimated to be about 1,800 acres,
but in most places the water has receded in time to enable
re-transplantation with winter paddy The required seedlings
were arranged by the Agricultural Department, and funds
amounting to Rs.5,000 and Rs.10,000 were sanctioned for the
purchase of paddy seedlings and for arranging rabi seeds
(mustard, pulse, aus paddy, etc.). In Jorhat Subdivision, the
“cultivable area that has been affected is about 800 acres, and
a sum of Rs.15000 has been sanctioned for the purchase of
seeds and seedlings, In the Sadr Subdivision of Lakhimpur
District about 2,000 acres of cultivable land have been badly
affected. 75,000 bundles of paddy seedlings which are
- required for the damaged area are -being procured by the
Agricultura] Department, for which a sum of Rs.20,000
has been sanctioned by Government as loan, in addition

to a sum of Rs.37 000 : i
matikalai, mung,, for the supply of rabi seeds, namely

! Mmustard, wheat, and potatoes. In the

North Lakhlmpur Su_bdivision, the E:rea under cultivation thatl:
: : 'S considerably larger. The Additiona
Director of _Agrlculture, who recently visited the North Lakhim-
> @S Ieported that over 30,000 acres of cultiva-

Eziitl}imd Eave been affected in thjs subdivision as a result of the
drasetand the floods. Cultivable lands over either bank

pth of three-to-four miles have
The Bardoloni mauza has been
i A nging courses of Tarajan and
Sl;bzi;sgl rll."‘?rs that the rehabilitation  of the entire
Eag) to bgn AU N thIS area i Some. othar high lands
extent of SI?I?HSIY considered. It is estimated that loans to the
extent of Rssi hll 50 0 for the ensuing rabi season, and to the
of seeds Wi.ll,l >U00 for the Kharif season, for the purchasing

1 ey ponics
already been 3 SIY;V::(ZI be issued. The Rabi
4,000 pairs of hyljgep

so badly

programme has
- It has further been estimated that over
. S will have to be imported into the subdi-
v1si0n to m : 3 12

ake up the deficiency caused by the floods ; of these

it 1S expecte
: pected that S0me of the cattle washed away by the floods
SCaped tg ¢

i€ banks, lower down. = Approval has

of 300 pairs Ofa} (llacl?llideg to the purchase during October this year
survey of the Stateo}f 5, At a cost of Rs.1,87,000. A rapid cattle
be imported from as been ordered, and the actual number to
A ements fop e, the State will be decided thereafter.
rrang r(l:ls or Purchase of 500 pairs - of bullocks from
Darran_g and the adjommg area are being made, Sixty maunds
of Mati Kalai and ten maunds of seeds were recently air-dropped
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in the Bardalani area, as the sowing season was fast running

out, and supplies could not be rushed by other means. = An all

out effort is being made to increase the acreage under boro

paddy in the subdivision, and survey of the area where boro

cultivation is possible, has been started. One thousand maunds

of boro seeds to cover an area of 2,000 acres are being: arranged

for sowing in December, A supplementary demand for a sum of
Rs.10 lakhs for the grant of loans and advances to cultivators,

and a supplementary demand for a sum of R5.10,75,000 for
gratuitous relief in the earthquake affected areas,  will  be

brought up before the House during the current session, and

I hope that you will be so good as 1o vote these demands.

14. The floods which followed in the wake of the earth-
quake have polluted the drinking water - supply, and
damaged—in some  cases beyond repair—a very large
number of ring-wells in the affected area. There have also
been many instances, where sand gushing from below,
has filled up the wells rendering them - unfit - for  use.
One of the most urgent tasks is, therefore, to repair and
sterilise the damaged wells, and provide alternative sources -of
drinking water supply where the old wells have been destroyed.
As a first instalment, it has been decided that 300 tube wells
should be bored immediately in the affected area, and it s
estimated that another 300 tube wells will have to be bored. in
the near future. The cost to installing ome tube well is
estimated at Rs.400 and in view of the severe strain to which
the finances of the Province have been subjected, I appealed. to
the Government of India to meet the entire cost of tube 'well
installation in the affected areas. The Government of India
have, for the present, agreed to bear the cost of installing  three
hundred wells. Arrangements have been made with the
railway authorities for the expeditious transport of 'the ' pipes
and sockets required for the tube wells, from Delhi.— A special
Public Works Department staff is being appointed to carry on
the installation, and instructions have already been issued' to
the District and Subdivisional Officers, to select the sites for the
installation of the first three hundred wells in consulta tion - with
the Public Health Department and the Local Relief Commit-
tees.

15. To guard against the outhreak of epidemics arising from
the use of foul drinking water, and the stagnation of water, such
as cholera, dysentery and malaria, arrangements have been made
for the sterilisation of the drinking water sources, for. mass
inoculation, for the distribution of preventive ,drugs, milk,
vilamin - tablets, clothings and blankets to the earthquake
victims. The Director-General of Health Services recently
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visited Assam to advise Government on the steps to be taken to
guard against the outbreak of epidemics, and on the general
health problems created by the earthquake. He has been
requested to release an adequate number of blankets agd
clothing from the stocks under the Government of India.
The Secretary of the Indian Red Cross Society has despatched
a consignment of medicines, bandages and dressings. He has
also requested the Red Cross Societies abroad for
the supply of clothings and blankets. The Canadian Red
Cross has sent some clothings and blankets. It is learnt
that the Australian Red Cross also will be sending somc
clothing and blankets. Information has also been received that
at the instance of the Commander-in-Chief, to whom a request
was made in the course of his recent visit to Assam, some cloth-
ings and blankets have been released from the Army stocks for
the use of the earthquake sufferers. In response to my request
the Chief Minister of West Bengal has sent a large consignment
of preventive drugs, medicines and vaccines for use in the
affected areas. This consignment was transported to Gauhati
by air, partly free by the Airways India, Limited, and partly at
concessional rates. The Hon’ble Minister for Public Health,
Bombay, has offered to assist with medical personnel, drugs and
cquipment, and our requirements of drugs and equipment have
been communicated to him. The UNICEF has made a gift of
two lakhs pounds of skimmed milk, and a major portion of this
al? ount has alrcady reached Gauhati, More. supplies of
j& immed milk have been promised by the Government of India.
Dr Bc});?{;“ttee, consisting of the Civil Surgeon, Gaubati,
Health haneswar Barua and the Assistant Director of Public
» Nave been formed to supervise the milk distribution 1n
the affected areas.
ing tlllgi.r Thelre have been many offers from medic_al _men o‘ﬂ"er-
have beeze?\flges for the relief of the earthquake victims. These
difﬁculty a}%i)atefully acknowledged. We have at presentf n({
and accomm u; doctors, and it is a problem to arrangc i‘ooc
othe odation for people visiting the affected areas Irom
N e aof India,© Th i f these volunteer doctors
will be utilised, shoy] e services 0 S o T hirty-
one medical cent ould future circumstances demand. S8
been fifictionts res and ten travelling medical squad e
G g 1n the affected areas, Some organis y
overnment and others by non-official organisations. These
pﬂedlcal centres and squads have been inoculating the people
in the affected areas en masse, distributing vitamin tablets and
drugs, sterilising drinking water sources, and advising viilagers
on the precautions to be taken to guard against the spread of
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epidemics. In this connection, the splendid example set by
the staff and students of the Dibrugarh Medical College 1n pro-
ceeding to the affected areas and organising medical squads
there, deserve special mention.

17. Up to the 20th September, the Public Health Depart-
ment, the medical centres and the traveiling medical squads
have completed 52,320 cholera inoculations, 12,106 T.A.B.
inoculations and disinfected 13,260 drinking water sources.
The latest reports state that over 63,000 persons have been
inoculated against cholera in the North Lakhimpur Subdivision
alone. The vaccines spent so far on inoculation amount to
1,20,000 c.c. of cholera vaccine, 41,900 c.c. of T.A.B. vaccine
and 6,100 c.c. of T.A.B.C. vaccine. The medicines so far
distributed include 3,72,000 Paludrine tablets, 35,000 Mepacrine
tablets, 4 lbs. quinine salt, 2,387,150 Sulphaquinadine tablets,
70,000 influenza tablets, 94 gallons of Dettol, 90 drums of
bleaching powder, each of 392 Ibs. capacity and 127 lbs. of -
Pottasium Permanganate. Of the dried milk received so far
frem the UNICEF, 1,10,000 Ibs. have already been allotted to
the different affected areas. This milk is now being distributed
through the agency of the various relief centres and organisa-
tions. :
18. Our State is normally a surplus area in regard to rice
and paddy, and has been classed as such. But due to many
causes including the general increase in population during recent
years, the large scale influx of Hindu refugees from FEast
Bengal, and the diversion of a portion of the paddy lands to the
more profitable cultivation of cash crops like jute, mustard,
tobacco, etc., it is difficult to estimate the actual surplus if any,
after meeting our internal requirements. Still, for the current
Kharif year a new scheme of procurement was adopted and it
yielded, as compared to Jast year, very good results till March.
The comparative procurement figures for 1948-49 and 1949-50
for the five months from November to March are 61,837 tons,
and 1,11,661 tons respectively. Just at the time the procure-
ment was reaching its peak in February, the unfortunate
communal disturbances took place, and the entire procurement
scheme virtually collapsed. Since February, therefore, the pro-
curement figures registered a heavy fall. The most serious and
unforeseen factors with which our procurement scheme had to
contend with were: (1) the serious communal disturbances
leading to the exodus of a large number of Muslim cultivators
and the influx of a large number of Hindu refugees ;
(2) Subsequent wholesale return of displaced Muslims;
(3) Destruction of foodgrains during the disturbances
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and (4) non-cultivation of vast stretches of Aus lands
due to unsettled conditions and the continuance of drought.
Even with these adverse factors tilting the scales heavily
against the success of our procurement schems, it was still
possible to export over 10,000 tons of rice to the Government
of India, and also build up a good reserve of paddy and rice
both with Government and the industries, for whom Govern-
ment had taken on the commitments. This reserve stood at
48,262 tons in terms of rice on Ist May, 1950, and was being
built up to tide over the deficiency in procurement during
the lean period from June to September. Apart from the
heavy drain on this reserve to feed refugees housed in Gov
crnment camips, the demands made by other refugees on locus
markets further reduced the amounts actually available for
procurement. ‘The deficit border areas of Garo Hills and the
United Khasi-Jaintia Hills, with a population of nearly
1,50,000, which in the years before the partition used to obtain
Its r1ce  requirements from the adjoining plains of East Bengal,
have also had to be fed almost exclusively from the reserve
stock. While the procurement scheme was thus just on the
verge of collapse, and stocks everywhere had become very low
as a result of the heavy drain on the reserves, there came this
terrible earthquake, followed by the heavy floods throwing a
neavy demand on the already strained rescurces of the Pro-
el Dep"lrtmem , by making an already bad situation
fge?h ;gtore Précarious. These natural calamities caused prices
impletus toul?c} S“g‘denly throughout the State, and gave an
serupulous self' oarding and profiteering tendencies of the un-
not possiBl ihlPIi{amng the_tl‘aders and _m1ddlemen. I can-
one COm'n}i’ttedmb of any crime which is blacker than the
suffering of thei le those who trade on the miseries and
ek i eb i th!erle low men. In these circumstances, Govern-
ediBRa Scﬁeme < arger interests of the consumer public, laul'lch-
meet the require:r? asi seizure of hoarded stocks. The plan is to
thiat AT ents of every area from the resources of
gitili(s:itonztrllsu(%?‘l?g; S have been issued to District and Sub-
to suppress the afft.to t“nforcc .thq food laws to the fullest, and
fiteers by every 1~S?_CIal activities of the hoarders and pro-
resort to the Preggs';-b]e means under the law, including
The seizures, and ‘chene-lVe Detention Act wherever necessary.
offenders are expected ? emhplary punishment meted out to the
as regards free flow do. help in stabilizing the position, both
for tha i : afn price of the foodgrains. But no scheme
? e PPressioifoSiig anti-social elements can be successful

divert the surplus, if any, to the deficit area.-
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without the active co-operation of the public. I therefore appeal
to one and all in the State to co-operate with the authorities in
bringing the hoarders and blackmarketeers to book. Iam glad
to inform the House that more than 10,000 maunds of paddy
have been seized in the meantime and my information is that about
55,000 maunds have been seized till now; and as a resultnof the pro-
curement drive there has been a marked lowering of the price
level which has dropped by Rs. 5 to Rs. 10 in different places.
Though normally, procurement shows an improvement 1n
October mainly because of the fact that producers sell out  their
old stocks to bring in a new harvest, it is likely that this year the
position will not ease till the next crop is harvested in December.
It 1s, therefore, to be expected that the situation will remain as
critical as it is now, at least during the coming 8 to 10 weeks.
A request has already been made to the Government of qula
for the supply of 10,000 tons of rice and 5,000 tons of wheat just
to tide over our commitments in October.

19. In order to relieve the acute food scarcity which has
suddenly developed in our State, the Government of India has
made an allotment of 1,000 tons of rice, and 6,000 tons of wheat.
The Government of the Punjab have despatched 500 tons from
their stocks, on payment. Pakistan, the Union of Burma and the
State of Kashmir and Jamu and PEPSU have come to our help.
Pakistan has made a gracious gift of 10000 maunds of rice,
Kashmir of 184 tons, Burma of 50 tons and the Patiala and East
Punjab States of 2,000 maunds of rice for relief of the sufferers in
the earthquake affected areas. Of these, the 1,000 tons of rice
allotted by the Government of India, the 10,000 maunds from
Pakistan and the 500 tons from the Punjab which have been
exchanged for an equal amount with the Government of West
Bengal from their stocks have already reached Assam, The rest
arc in transit. At our request, the Ministry of Transport have
agreed to the transport of foodstuffs, medicines and clothes and
building materials for relief purposes by the Railways at half the
usual rates, In order to conserve rice, instructions have been
issued to all concerned to substitute vice rations by a#la at least
to the extent of 25 per cent. and this system will be in force
till the rice situation improves. We have also been
obtaining supplies of rice and paddy from Manipur. Origi-
nally, it had been intended to divert the available surplus from
Manipur to Bombay, but in view of the unexpected develop-
ments in our State, the Government of India readily agreed
to make available the surplus rice from Manipur to meet our

requirements. Over 12,000 maunds of rice have already been
despatched from Manipur to Assam.
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20. -Salt, sugar, gur, wheat products, pulses and mustard
oil are the other foodstuffs in common demand in the State.
So far as salt and sugar are concerned, the position 1s satisfac-
tory. Gur is available even though the ruling prices a{e
comparatively high. The Government of India have recently
enhanced our quota of wheat products, and the posmosn 15
expected to become satisfactory within a fortnight. Our State
is in deficit as regards pulses and mustard oil and he_r.gi gt
though the ruling prices are high, the commodities are
available. K

21. When I was at Delhi, I apprised ‘the I:Ion’ble Mmlstexj
for Industries and Supply, Government of I_ndla, of our urgen&
need for building materials. We have since been mformef
that a special quota of 3,000 tons of C. I. sheets, 200 tons o
iron rods have been allotted t6 Assam. In response to Y
telegraphic request 50,000 R. ft. of pipes required for the
construction of tube wells have been allotted to us as a first
instalment. A further allotment of 50,000 R. ft. is expected.

he necessary pumps and strainers for the installation ofk’d}e
tube wells are being procured from the Calcutta malxl" ets.
Arrangements for the expeditious transport of the C. I. sheets,
the iron rods ang the iron tubes have been completed. p

22. A reference has already been made to the c11§asi{r0115
effect which the terrible earthquake had on commu%ncaélsof;l?.
The Assam Trunk Road near Khowang between mile /d
0. 299015 was very  severely damaged with fissures 'an
subsidence, ang went under flood water in several pldcesd.
Powered mar boats to cross over traffic by passing the damage
road Wwere
of the Army, which pha

howan bridee 1
and nowgt SEHIIS |

d camped in good strength I{gar.nzléc
: reaches were repaired In reco1.k ht1 c
h e entire stretch of road is motorable up to Saikhow

Asoam ponveen Talap and Dholla (mile 324 to 330) also, the

A 2 % .
crsasglszEinlzgoad was badly damaged, it having subsided and

: 5 he
: ¥ Many places. The timber bridge over 1

\Iz)ig:illatﬁwer collapsed, ‘and a ferry mar boat has since been pro-
s ere also, for the crossing of traffic. The worst affected
: ;16 5 l‘f?)s,. between Dholla and Sessinighat zia Saikhowaghat,
S e Bl s collapsed, and the surface of the road was torn
like cloth, and subsideq heavily ot laces. No trace of
the three miles g EReny D | essini-
AR stretch  between Saikhowaghat and Sessini
ghat has t;en left._ The ferry crossing at Sessinighat has been
put out o Comn"{ms@n- Though repairs are still in progress,
through communication up to Saikhowa has been restored,
thanks to the splendid woyl. of the Army and the labourers lent
by the Indian Tea Association in the portion near Khowang.

Provided at Khowang Ghat. By the untiring efforts .
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Among the other roads on the South Bank which were seriously
damaged, mention may be made of the Saikhowa-Rongdoi Road
with all the bridges shattered and the surface fissured, the Sai-
khowa-Dirakmukh Road, the Rongdoi-Laikajan Road, and the
Jagganath Barua Road leading to the Kokilamukh steamer
ghat. The portion of the Assam Trunk Road near Jorhat town
and the Jorhat-Mariani Road also sustained damages.

23. On the North Bank, the North Trunk Road between
Narayanpur and North Lakhimpur town was badly twisted and
fissured in many places. In the portion between the 120th and
129th mile, the damage has been so severe, that 7 miles have to
be completely realigned and reconstructed. The concrete bridge
over the Ranganadi river, 1,040 feet in length, and just at the
entrance of the North Lakhimpur town, collapsed. The portion
of the North Trunk Road between North Lakhimpur to Chal-
dhowa, a distance of 22 miles passing through Pathalipam and
Ananda tea gardens have suffered heavy damage, and in many
places the road has sunk far below the subsidence level. All the
timber bridges, 37 in all, have suffered badly.  Through
the su_stamed eflforts of the Public Works Department, and
the Tribal labour provided by the Political Officer, Subansiri,
throu.gh communication has now been restored up to North
Lakhimpur. The Kamalbari Road linking North Lakhimpur
with  Kamalbari, a distance of 25 miles, and the main
link  connecting North Lakhimpur with the South Bank,
and on which work was in progress to convert it to an all-
weather road, has been heavily damaged over the major portion,
with the result that many miles have to be reconstructed .
Among the other roads which have suffered grievous damage on
the South Bank may be mentioned the Kobo-Pasighat Road,
the Lohit Valley Road up to Denning, and the Sadiya-Nizam-
ghat Road.

24. A preliminary survey of the damage undertaken by
the P. W. D. has revealed that the cost of repairing and recons-
tructing the roads and bridges including the National Highway,
is likely to be about fupees ane crore. Of this amount the cost of
repairing the National Highway alone will cost over Rs:9 lakhs.
These repairs will also throw a very heavy strain on the P. W
D., and the recruitment of additional staff to cope with the
increased work will become inevitable.

25. The railway communication in Upper Assam-was also
badly disrupted during the period immediately following the
earthquake. Due to the damage caused to the track as a result
of the subsidence of the embankment, collapse of bridges, ?_md
snapping and twisting of the rails, train services had for a time
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to be suspended between Simulguri and Tinsukia on the main
line, Makum Junction and Saikhowaghat, Margherita and
Ledo, and Mariani and Dukliangia. Train services on the hill
section from Badarpur to Lumding were also interrupted for a
few days due to heavy landslides. Due to the commendable
efforts made by the Assam Railway Administration, the tracks
were repaired and the train services restored on most of the
affected sections in record time. Through communication has
already been restored on all the affected sections, barring the
portion between Talap Station and Saikhowaghat, where the
damage has been so heavy and extensive that it would be some

more weeks before train services up to Saikhowaghat are
resumed. :

26. The disruption in rail and road communications
had its inevitable repercussions on postall communications.
Prompt action was, however, taken to keep up the postal
services by diverting mails to and from the affected area
of Upper Assam by air Vie Dibrugarh and . Jorhat.
Those far and from the Cachar arca were also air-
lifted between Silchar, Agartala and Gaubati. In order to
enable the Postal Department to collect mails from, and
distribute mails to offices in the affected areas, Government
made arrangements with State and private vehicles plying on
%H r?utes for the acceptance of mails wherever offered by the
iHZiE?utiESP?rtment. By adopting such devices and by the
cation was “unner services wherever road or rail communi-
affected areaqn(?fg UP0331b1€, p stal services to th(_a earthquake
except in thf: c Pper Assam were kept up unln?el.‘r.upted[y,
e NOrth-Eéstaf‘é of the North Lakhimpur Subd;wsm.n and
fEOdea® st .l-OllthI‘ Tract_s, where no means of crossing the
Eakhinpr existed. Mail communications with quth
od 2 sim‘fough Jeep and runner has now been re-establish-
Saaiya. %rrl arly the service has also been extended up to
fhe Ssaibas angements have also been made for air-dropping

Y unregistered mail at Pasighat.

Assarzn'?.b TI}:C éntire telephone and telegraph system in Upper

roke down immediately after the first earthquake shock
on 15th August. Wire snapped at 2 number of places, and there
was heavy damage to telephone and telegraph posts.  Govern-
ment had, therefore, to depend exclusively on wireless commu-
nication for receiving report from the affected areas and com-
municating instructions to the Local Officers for the relief of
the distressed persons. Despite the very heavy demands made
on it, the wireless system functioned smoothly and uninter-
ruptedly. The Postal Department also took VEry prompt steps
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for the restoration of telephone and telegraph communications
and these were restored within a few days, except in the
Pasighat area.

28. Due to the Brahmaputra being in heavy spate, and the
risk to navigation from the heavy masses of floating timber,
steamer services had, for a time, to be suspended. The usual
navigation channel was also blocked in manv places as a result
of the convulsions caused by the earthquakel on the river bed.
But the services were resumed, as soon as conditions permitted.

29. Reports of damages caused to the roads and buildings
maintained by Local Boards, Municipal Boards and Town Commi-
ttees are still pouring in.  Over 222 miles of road and 6,135 R.ft.
of bridges maintained by the North Lakhimpur Local Board have
been scverely damaged. Ninety per cent. of the wells,
fifty per cent. of the school buildings and twenty-five per cent.
of the dispensary buildings and Inspection Bungalows under
this Board have sustained severe damage. Sixty-nine miles of
road, 122 bridges and culverts, 17 wells and 82 buildings under
the Tezpur Local Board have been badly damaged. Sixty-two
miles of road, 11 bridges and culvert and 51 buildings under
the Lakhimpur Local Board have suffered serious damage.

“Grievous damage has also been suffered by the roads and build-

ings maintainled by the North Lakhimpur and Doom Dooma-
Town Committees. From reports received up to now, it would
appear that the total amount required for the restt),ration of
communications, and repairs to buildings, to be effected by
the Local Boards and Municipal Boards would be about
Rs. 25 lakhs.  Requests for grants from Local Boards and
Municipal Boards and Town Committee have been many. The
question of granting loans to these loca] self-governing.bodies
is engaging the attention of Government. = The damages
caused to Government and private buildings in the affected
areas has been heavy, Even strong rooms like those of the

treasuries have not been spared. In Jorh
5 : T s at some rnment
residential and office buildings have suffered dama(g}: v%m not
2

very heavily. But a large number of age, bu

town and in a few of the Surroundiﬁgvi§ﬁ ab;llc}:ﬁgz 11‘11) :::2:]:
completply destroyed. The Deputy GOmmissioﬁer of Jorhat
has estimated the loss of buildings in Jorhat townalone
at over Rs. 50 lakhs. In Sibsagar, Hiaoy " danemy eo O e
caused to the Jail buldings, High School byj din Sg * a4 Pelice
Jock-up. The massive temple of the Ahom da%s which had
stood the test of time and of previoys earthquakes failed to
stand the strain this time. In Dibrugarh the Gourt buildingss
the Tail buildings, the Assistant Commissioner’s residence,
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Hospital buildings, Public Works Department godowni and the
Executive Engineer’s residence, have been badly damaged, and
in particular the Court buildings and the Executive
Engineer’s residence, have become unsafe for occupation.
Practically all pucca buildings in the town have suffered
damage, some of them heavily. At Doom Dooma, the Thana
building has cracked so badly, that it is no longer safe to
occupy it. At Saikhowa, a part of the bazar area including
one rice mill has subsided. The Railway workshop at Saikhowa,
with some Railway engines, has sunk considerably below
the ground level. The dispensary building, Doctor’s house and
Inspection Bungalow have been badly damaged. At Pasighat,
practically all new and old State and Central buildings
have been damaged. The Assam Rifles’ buildings, the school
and the boarding house have suffered badly. Some temporary
buildings have collapsed. A few of the buildings on the river
bank are threatened by erosion, and the Assistant Political
Officer’s bungalow has, in fact, been washed away. At Sadiya
also, the damage to Central and State buildings has been
extensive. In North Lakhimpur, luckily the Court buildings and

other Goverament offices, barring the Public Works Department .

offices and some residential quarters, a portion of the Jail and
the thana buildings, have esglapcd the ral?vages of the earthquake.
Private buildings in the town numbering over 750, and many
e grievously and rendered uninhabitable ; and in
S A i:ages, houses have been razed to the ground, rendering a
\lf)Cry l:arge number of people homeless. The Public Works
arfg %eﬁcnf bha_ive. estimated the damage to State buildings
respectivcrla}lr. uildings at about Rs.17 lakhs and Rs.7 lakbs
and f?s(;ﬁg? hmage to bunds has also been reported. Large cracks
the.DiLEs buaze appeared in the Dehing bund, the Desang bund,
bund. The cgsi’ the Brahmaputra bunds, and the Ranganadi
save the crops j of emergent repairs to these bunds, so as to

: - “TODs 1n the areag adjoining them, amount to Rs.30,000

approximately, 1 :
RI;?Z,SO,()OO. Y- Permanent repairs are estimated to cost about

31. ' :

ed with frci?éﬂff %I;Otthlbmgarh' town is being seriously threaten-
examining the questi ¢ Brahmaputra. The CWINC have been
erosion has been notion of training the river in the area, where
has further speeded uceab le for some time. But the earthquake
o hP the rate of erosion, and so prompt steps

far taken h ave become essential. Protective measures
SO 1 on the advice of the Director-General, CWINC, who
recently visited Dibrugarh in response to my telegraphic

-
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request to  the Deputy Minister for Works, Mines and
Power, consist of providing wire net screens interlaced
with brushwood to protect the eroding banks, and of
felling large trees and anchoring them against the eroding
banks to aflord protection from the current. These are only
emergency measures taken with a view to protect the bank
from the remaining months of the rains. To afford permanent
protection to Dibrugarh from Brahmaputra erosion will be a
colossal task. During the next cold season, CWINC propose
to carry out a proper survey of the river in this area, before
formulating concrete steps to check the erosion.,

32. Before I conclude, I wish to give you an assessment of
the havoc caused, and a brief account of the progress of relief
operations, in the affected arecas. In Dibrugarh Subdivision,
the number of people badly affected is 32,556 ; and so far 39
deaths have been reported. Twenty per cent. of the cattle in
the affected areas have been washed away but the loss in the
Nepali Khuti area has been as heavy as 60 per cent. In regard
to other property, the loss has been estimated to be 70 per cent.
in the Sissi area, 35 per cent. in the Dhemaji area, and 60 per
cent. in the Nepali A%uti and Paikmahal areas. The entire
area 1s now adequately covered by relief operations, except
Nepali Ahuti which still remains inaccessible, With very
great difficulty a military party has only recently managed to
reach this area. Large-scale relief operations are, therefore,
impossible. Rice, Chira, Tea, biscuits, etc., are still being
air-dropped there. The gratuitous relief given in the Dibrugarh
Subdivision include 1,825 maunds of rice, 1,550 maunds of paddy
and 7,000 bundles of seedlings. Government have so far spent
about Rs. 6,700, the Marwari Relief Society Rs. 26,300 and
¢he Iashi Vishwanath Society Rs. 12,157 in gratuitous relicf.
Three hundred maunds of Mati Kelai sceds, and 100 maunds of
Mung seeds have already been distributed on a loan basis. The
seedlings loans granted up to 2lIst September amount to
Rs-10,000. Twenty relief centres, 14 medical centres and three

edical squads are now functioning  in the subdivisi
tions h ] . : ‘ | V1S101.
Instruc ave been issued  to start test relief works wherever
ossible.  Relicf camps may have to be opened in th
he northern bank r iHsnoD In the areas
ont arca of the Subdivision.

33. In 11}_6 North Lakhlmpur Subdivision, 74,000 people in
A1)Anca COVERIRS 427 square miles, have been affected. Of these
the number of people who have been very badly affected
;s 44,000. TFive hundred thirty-two deaths have been reported.
Over 12,000 houses including more than 2,000 granaries have
peen wholly or partly damaged ; 500 walls suffered damage ;
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62 miles of Public Works Department roads; 2,500 R.ft, Public
Works Department bridges and 38 public buildings sustained
damage. The loss of cattle has been estimated to be 4,000 pairs.
In the Bardalani mauza, there has been heavy loss of prol‘gcrty_
The entire area is now covered by relief operations but
relief work is still hampered by countless difficulties in the
region east of the Subansiri river. So far 22,000 persons have
been helped, and 3,000 maunds of rice, 696 maunds of paddy,
185 maunds of salt, 1,450 yards of Markin cloth, 7,9_60 mekhalas,
200 yards of chaddar, 276 gangis, 100 Dhutis, 160 saris, 100 shirts,
100 “blouscs, 50 coats and a large number of. cooking
utensils and agricultural implements have been distribyted
Government have so far spent Rs.34,000, the Marwarij
Relief Society Rs.70,000, and other relief  organisations
Rs.6,950 on gratuitous relief. A hundred maunds of Afay
Kalai and 100 maunds of mung secds_ ha\;e bcen distri-
buted, and sixty maunds of Mati Kalai and 19
maunds of moog seeds have been air-dropped in the
Bardalani area. The Subdivisional OHﬁcer has' estimated
that 1,000 pairs of cattle will have to be imported Immediately
into the Subdivision and distributed on a loan basis. It pgg
already been decided to buy 300 pairs of cattle at a cogy
of Rs. 1,87,000 immediately for this Subdivision, and grant
Rabi seed loans to the extent of Rs.1,17,000. Nineteen Relief
Centres, fifteen Medical Centres and four Medical squadg are
at present functioning in the Subdivision, and alrdropping
in isolated areas continues. The camps at Balggc)an’ Goga.
mukh, Bilmukh, Bardalani and Pathalipam will have ¢, % A

continued for many months to come: The Possibility ¢

opening up test relief works is being investigated.

34. About 1,000 people have been affected in the Sihg,
Subdivision, and onPl)Y Pone death (ha; begn ]:l;eported’ Tg‘ﬁg
damage to property has been cstlmatcd to fﬁff‘lUUt RS-IQ,O()O
Forty maunds of rice, and four maunds ot salt haye been'
distributed as gratuitous relief. T :

35. In the Sadiya Frontier lract, two reljef Medjeg)
centres are functioning. So far a sum Oof Rs.6,5 04 hae
been spent as gratuitous relief including RS-5,000 o
Government account. More funds are being sa O‘H
tioned. Ten maunds of seeds have been- diStribun("
on Government account, and more Se_ﬁdS have been inde tted
There is little land in thls_ d1§tr1ct _ﬁt for Rab; u e]d_.
vation. People of several riverine villages, whjcp, :\lrleu_
being threatened by the rising waters of the Brahm::
putra have been evacuated and accommodated in yelief
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camps: ‘Some of the people housed in reliecf camps have
been employed on road repairs and it is proposed to open
more test relief works.

~ 36. The Abor Hills District with its headquarters at Pasi-
ghat, still remains inaccessible by road and river. Air-drop-
pings are ‘continuing. As I have already stated, ~medical
personnel and sappers were recently dropped by parachute
in this area. The Political Officer has asked for large quan-
tities of potato, mustard and Mati Kalai, and hill paddy
seeds to this area. There has also been a heavy indent for
agricultural implements. A rough estimate of the amount
immediately needed for providing food, shelter, clothing and
loans of seeds, etc., would be about Rs. 23,000. A far-
ther Rs.20,000 will be required later for rehabilitation
purposes. Due to dearth of liquid cash with the Political
Officer, and the communication difficulties with Sadiya, the
Central and Provincial staff working in the district have
not yet received their full salaries for August.

37. From what I have stated, it would be apparent that
the misery and suffering let loose by 'this scourge of nature,
have been appalling. The damage to public and private
property has been colossal, and the national wealth has become
poorer by several crores. So far we have had time only
to answer the cries of those in distress, and to attend to
the immediate problem of finding food and shelter to those
who have overnight been rendered destitute. Blue prints
are being prepared for the permanent rehabilitation of the
innocent thousands, whose houses, utensils, paddy fields, cattle,
seeds, agricultural implements and everything else they
cherished so dear have been mercilessly swept away by the
floods following in the wake of the earthquake. Some of
the lands in the North Lakhimpur Subdivision, which
have so long been the pride of the cultivators, will have
to be abandoned, as the fury of the floods has reduced
them to stretches of quicksand. Alternative lands will have
to be provided for them, whose ancestral fields have been
so cruelly eroded by the angry floods. New houses
in thousands will have to be built, and a number of well-
planned villages will have to rise up in place of the old. The
men of the Assam Rifles are holding themselves in readiness to
assist in the vital task of rebuilding houses for the destitute
villagers. Government have already made it known that
thatch and bamboos can be collected from Government forests
free of royalty, by the villagers for the reconstruction of their
homes.
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38. The splendid work of the Assam Rifles during this
emergency deserves mention. For days after the earthquake,
there was no news about the three Assam Rifles and Military
parties marooned in the Lohit Valley track at the time of the
disaster, and of those who were standing guard at some of the
remote outposts near our borders. It was due to the heroism of
the Officer-in-charge of our last outpost at Walong in the Lohit
Valley and his men, that contact was at last established with
these marooned parties, as also with Mr. Kingdon Ward, the
famous = botanist-cum-explorer, who was trekking near the
Tibetan border at the time of the carthquake. The full story
of the thrilling and daring adventures of the men of the
Assam Rifles in rescuing their comrades from the face -of
danger, still remains to be told. It is through the efforts of the
men of the Assagm Rifles that the road from Sadiya to Nizam-
ghat in the Mishmi Hills, and from Saikhowaghat to Dholla
could be restored so quickly. They have also been busy
making an embankment to divert the Dihang channel, prepa-
ring dropping zomes, and repairing the landing ground near
Sadiya, the Pasighat-Koho Road, the Pasighat-Pangin Road
and the various tribal tracts in the interior of the Abor and
Mishmi Hills districts, so that the tribal people can once again
move 1n safety to the district and subdjvisional headquarters
for procuring their nccessaries of life A landing ground
ncar Pasighat prepared by the men is nearing completion, and
in a few days’ time it is expected that small ’planes will he
able to land there. In the North Lakhimpur subdivision, in
addition to assisting in the restoration of communications in
the worst affected areas, a party of Assam Rifles, 150 strong
has started constructing bashas for housing the flood-stricken
pe_ople. Agaip it was an Assam Rifles rescue party numbering
thirty u.n.der Captain Limbu that first crossed the turbulent
Subansiri, and brought back news of Baligaon and Bardolonj.
Recently this officer was thrown out of a boat while crossing
the river, and it was providential that he managed to cling to
a cluster of bamboos after drifting for a mile, till he was
rescued. It is also worthy of mention that the Assam Rifles
have raised over Rs.20,000 for the Governor’s Relief Fund, and
some of them have voluntarily cut down their daily rations by
two ounces, so as to help the carthquake sufferers in the North
LﬂkI}ImPur area. Thus another glorious chapter in the
heroic annals of the Agsam Rifles has been written.

x 39. His EXCCHGHCY the Governor has opened a Fund for the
relief of the carthquake sufferers. The President, the Prime
Minister and the Deputy Prime Minister have appealed to the
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Nation for generous contributions to the Relief Fund. The
response to these appeals has been most encouraging, and
up-to-date the Relief Fund totals nearly Rupees eight lakhs.
Mention may be made of the fact that one of the earliest con-
tributions to be received was a sum of Rs.5,000 from the
American Baptist Mission at North Lakhimpur.

40. Well known Relief Societies and other organisations
including the Marwari Relief Society, the Kashi Vishwa-
nath Relief Committee, the Ramkrishna Mission, the
Sankar Mission, the Marwari Association and the Bardoloi
Seva Samity have established relief centres in the
carthquake devastated areas. These centres have helped a
great deal to wipe the tears from many a sobbing face, and to
rush food, clothing and medicine to those who have stood in
dire need of them. In every area volunteer boards, local
citizen’s committees and Congressmen’s Committees have been
formed. The members of these committees have even in the
face of great personal risk and inconvenience to themselves,
carried on with their mission of mercy. Special mention
deserves to be made of the fact that Congress volunteers worked
as porters for the transport of essential foodstuffs and medicines,
in some of the remote arcas of the North Lakhimpur Subdivi-
sion. The Indian Tea Association has unreservedly placed its
resources at the disposal of Government and the reliel
organisations; they have made available to Govern-
ment the services of thousands of labourers for the
restoration of communications sra they " have llentdtheir
boats for the crossing of rivers by Government officials,
functionaries of relief organisations, and for the transport of
essential foodstuffs and medicines ; and two of their aeroplanes
have been in the air every day dropping cooked food to the
marooned people in North Lakhimpur, braving many risks.
One of these “planes met with disaster two days ago, but fortu-
nately the pilot escaped with some injuries. He deserves our
gratitude, and congratulations in the fullest measure. To all
the relief committees and other organisations who have done
such magnificent work for the relief of the suffering and the
distressed, to the brave boys of the Indian Air Force who have
weathered many a storm in a spirit of service to humanity, to
reach food supplies and medicines to the remote areas, to the
parachutists who have served as the harbingers of medical aid
in the flood-logged and mountainous tracts, to the valiant men
of the Army, the Assam Rifles and the Police who have set up
high standards in daring, courage, self-sacrifice and service and
to the local officials who  have = displayed a sound sense of
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judgment, resourcefulness and determination, during this
period of dire emergency, our heartfelt thanks are due. I also
take the opportunity of thanking the Dominion of Pakistan,
Burma, and the various States of our Union particularly West

- Bengal which have spontaneously rushed to our help. Our

thanks are also due to the many who have contributed to the
Governor’s Relief Fund, and to thése who have offered their
services for relief work in the affected areas.

41. It is difficult for me to find adequate expression to thank
the Government of India, our Prime Minister and our Deputy
Prime Minister for everything they have done to help our State
during this period of crisis. The pronouncements of our great
leaders have gone a long way towards raising the morale of
those of our brethren who have been dealt such a sudden and
cruel blow, and to urge those of us who have fortunately not
suffered to the same extent, to hard work, to face Nature’s
challenge with grim determination. After all, it is primarily
through our own efforts that our problems must be solved.
Under the shadow of this tragedy, all of us in this State
have come closer together, and closer to other units within the
U‘mon of India, with the firm resolve that we shall partake
of cach_ others’ sufferings, woes and sorrows, and dispel them by
a sustained and mighty co-operative effort. Assam has been
Put to many a trial in the past ; but no trial in the recent past
has perhaps been so severe, as the one we have heen passing
ﬂﬁrough since the fateful evening of the 15th of August. Never-
tfelessfl- the many acts of bravery and self-sacrifice, indicative
of ‘a high sense ‘of devotion to duty, which I have witnessed
ur. men and women, our students, and the
T, Forces, fill me with hope and cheer. And I
- ent that if the beginning we have made is to be an
index of what e are to achi d if 1t efforts
arc kept up o achieve, and if our present e

€ shall soon be out of the woods.

members of oyy

JAI HIND



1950] STATEMENT ON THE EARTHQUAKE SITUATION 785
IN ASSAM

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: There will be a discussion on the state-
ment. ;

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA : I3 9477 02197, Tt T 47-
& stefatz. 1 ©id AtS Ffaea 12 sivde [eqw . @%@ A9 TR Fad,
AZeT gl 7T Fiacd 9t pawita @ 359 SR ot 1 Afzean Fhae o
Jita WEiE sAwlE W AFE sfedme  wRfEe R @ s |
Beq alA A free wwA 7Ed fosqs  Iawadl, T4 Wfe AR 2l
GiTEta T4 {747 SIET Qs F41 0201 {49 Ilqats A {3 52 5919 9ie
coIEY cirata tmetal Az T (g AiE | ceals), FEEam 9Gie =16 cEiE
MefmTe d2gq ¥99 (o9ice «rFlH 7 afE cziy A oiw  dfate A
cital @ty | W GrEta de 49 A S8 FeF wiw ww | Ane A = SR |
csfem @2 AtérEtas a-v zies edds siedifs  maz offex ash 2fgs) <=
fSoqa AT @fF *Te wga M1 AR AT wiE el e Ahetam
Giratta frg @y afzecsl SRe™ Ure IEETE g Fice @fEs ot
91353 7[t7 WoFa SO T A ST ¥ T2 (Z0R | ©freiT Fust A@ved I @IS
Sotaq 4l FEeY @ wmd wifgs e afs Az zEl @2 FEedd 9 el
@l Ataes 4179 ToiEs IS 2Tl T9E AR oy | [F% uwEiy GAis
e g ARty czta) 902 |

TG, (TAE], FTERGIM AT AGCID  GElT GAAT MAZ GCT 9B TFEIS
AN 2ty (7 (oetalTd \959 DITIAT AR 4IRCACH  4iF ARCA BT =i | Fe
5iSeq FAe (Fiate AT @ w=st 419 Aty ©e? aea A xlaw fecats 419
AT AT a9 (x| ITE9 SuEe  zICEl Atz A fefaiizd ity 4a
wifgs, fee siie=ta 7w el 3994 A AT T8 Faid IR o f[ETT
cdliats giET oo | Wi AdifEAT, ageal, Tigrit 9t iRz cele qiges
wg%] SAETFCA WFEA (2o | Ul Ui qHTS! JA-F wamam 2t IF pread
et I @S paFIF AFT 4a A AN [KfET GisiEE wiF At «@m
fafaw oisiEbcae @3 WeE [Rates g we a=E 9 4@ TR @R
Atz 7 2z @7 S@FEA R 20y (T3061CA T2 5ARIA W Wiy o FfEwa |

Beq AP a9 ebtd AAEla 4F HERFETT wwE W 9iE [elelE 169 oo
faer b= g crf4 =ifze | azfaare odtgz wfdsi @reg cdiate Ot pigas I
SI2tF1g 997 (2 9ty | BASI AUfFety, Iawer wife Sige 7 Iwm s,
5 (ora ¥adq TAT AT W2fAAT F2cE T 2F ST AT BIFIR AT (wAIITR
954 W5 wrard gatscel | dhfEdly gwme @ @349 dige IO Trad Ffww,
12 fRats  sftda 747 9fs cfigaoh | o172 [{@EiFe 417 v/s0 47 <taq o7 =
0t (o e | 2 ot [ Ao N ) i G e 1 o foP) A o S [ R ) ol 11 | e
BT 497 c@i@ MEI e SfFgeacs oAt JiferE 1 st 18 9%E@9
7¢ we wifa e [fElE wtafs  setfEstts wiEta @t Public Works
Department wifiithi's GC=41t9 92 T2 Citg | @@ Az ke ©ffied @12
quAca qfs FCRCT ACAE oof U2 MefEtrr afdgs { wam wften 1 9f©
Fo w7 | AiR0E FL, GIN, FHIFA @ifw FeR 47 oaam zfem) ©
7ifs Relief Committee 3 A1 7 Af3 steq wif  dtwywaye 7ats #2e 4
e wFAS fATs2 ©fFd ; 1 s s eitnsia @18 sfead A IR
fiqta 9% paFiaT Ity Tl |
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Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: {3fats sfes Azms  fem g @i
IiptEfals 5t A%ty izt ?

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA: 33 fatmga 479 <2, @3
SRfEreea 1 zica si%a “Atsta ety 1% 2iea A3 Jacaz gra | efenre
Rt 9%a @iy, T NTRI T TS oz 85 Ai% | @S fAnca At J47-
T4l ACRIMCA Corded [FAferes garsw | afew ol Ttz fFa1 A7 vy
etz I 3 IR | 9z 73 791 trg afrs ctgafifT So fAtag 98 w9Eca
afsats Mt 17 A9 w7t ez AT 1 orEAfE o 449 Aotde fa=ge
ifr wwea fofv sifafwens attaee 3 cmifa | atemtes g fFata Tl rEfamte
312 ARGF A A= 79 Afarg 36 et 7T 7 A7 IEfREAE  gwEca
IR OR AFTAL T4 97T w7 397 AT 1w olgl et LTS

afeate Military Rescue Partyq afig aies= DRI T T Ffa “ifcg S
COELAT AIRA TOFIT  Lzrmea A2 T3 A |

1z9F, afem wtitz  wfbisers  ofeq T Cety 4% 4TS ai3gs
ArIfeTAn Aiw ameT 4w Teding s ficatst 91 ; =S o uwEs
[Rare AR93 waEl Sifedts codraren mamar wfataTe sig i EEE
<iatd 9fe artastta District Relief Works 3 wfaars 7stag 217 41 F4]

_Bga @ tagg TREA oy o7 wmrs
CRREITS @2 TzHaies urs ATFicE qzat

S I IAGIT AT wetw e g IRACT AT @2 fAEm odtERFareg
*’tﬁa“afgﬂ fafies taf [Rofet @b Redw fastd it wfiq atel | wece
(P31 UAE, AfASHTe i SR-T8A SicA377 9daces  47q 1cmiag 1o (ea

FINE 887 AL Aot rotwrg gy 79 |

fafsate  Afsa Sodeatr a1 @i
37 frz) 77 fata, fRaw 9w agg

CTR 19T, T2 Sraty wrxy i - 3
T 1 TS pIFica 9ft ' % {3 g
T 7 T e BRI a4 919 CifFsita eArais {99 (3o

= X ! fAfits Ry a7 zfes a7 | A=fs  Taa
:TI;W%?WE @rﬁw N9 51307 stom @iff et ot B ol tets o3
Department j‘:{ﬁ?j WII2 @ TR firq oty czg | fach Public Works
12 AlEATHIR cﬂf%fcfrm?m MUEAR s sty Rerg e SEFAtE a@dt Al
AT 459 A n gy e BT I AT T cota) 499 coAfala o o preg
7P A T Tofice C‘:; T T SIE A areta 2 czrg | Adfets A
ol 799 T2 | et C; g@a’ FEtwta g, TRd, famd, Fitddn ify @ifF
FRglT IBTS “CAitsimag e 1 SAlATTRS e Tam SR A
Fifet 213 P10 513t ot ol (A R, TREIE, S7af @t oria-

e RAaTa scstat oo MSRAITTT  tat A% @ wiceits FifT 7@ei
- f oo e e Worr eEfrar wwmta wa @ts'a
Bl S onlogy IT%1 77 @iy STt 3 T2 fIcgem 0
ﬁr@”ﬁs ?‘?é’:[ rﬁzpﬁ; 1 ST Mf2t3y (qpay Retea o' o1 fee wws e
T T GreGiy Wb Geedqrnane QBT 77 qwhia, oA e
FEIT AT @49 qRre vwo /10 i g M2 ACHHACH AAASS |
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AT, STt f[ag awaa kgl fs Fife arzats <M ¢z oilts |
st wrﬁrzzaa TG FEA CAEATACT 12 AT 41 orea af€ea zeae  fal
W37 9 Al | 9T T¢I T2 T NSt TR FfABa A4F 4 @B 4=R
“51%0g 97 Tiem @12 d4wiE gpit R T9a  A2eF 6F T FICd Al 1=
gz fralg 997 SfCa 32 bITIAT AT g | 93 Ity ¥R A
FAFITA GG CNTHICa @Bl 7371 2o 717 | Tl FIT A e F@ TSI,
qMeTABI, (TAIR, TTARDA qTET Awe gfewd ;dl fa 2 e oREEAT
aizea GPET TR obEeT A Azl fra TwE Bfoe 1

© =2 s ¢hg, fmacdis sqm T2 st e12 Cehithaed M12F
9 MG Fiard 5 @, Ta m=ln FRR AIRT GiEch WS | CIERElT
q135F pA%It (47 F159 wRH W39 ffice foe Tt Eve | s Beq a=w134,33
A Te fAata g iy, ersta o =2 e At dtfe 2 F[ AR |
siffecss afem T e @ea AT == c1zfift 9% Ted T4 fewsr

At B =3 1 sifers =i 9Ed o 47 T e gREa {93 grEt 429 BRI
fA3ta (@7 b2l 7 ©fF il 9+ talq FafeEl |

Al NSt walEa aﬂ)a AN QT S (F2) 599 Aq HEAGR
aitg, sicatdfy afem s w2 ﬁrs (IR TgEg S139T  Qreditd g PR |
1% e 19 A1 A4S qreica? Al | ARET @fes T 9ifen eRRare afon
T g AR E oz Afieg 1 sifers cﬂ?ﬁ'aw MT3 2T F2qlIT @Bl FIE F4
GF1E 6T | wAf o 91T SAfFDT AfF =lqeahl Satem ich el afe
fire (12 21<FS iz q2alqca G2l ¥ TfoS | WiEIF 2@ bASiI (IR A6
acquisition Ff3 &7 AfTst wiF 12 NG fAeaw w%m Aq 2z frq afed |

el AT I q9F T bicw@ Wfe clicma oz dfatg ek pifewE
wifacata ofif b—b-—>0 T 50T af2 ity W Aitats ed (2 Afrg | \@bII WHEEHE
Stea Stea Af2 tolvg, Sica Stea =i fosifoa o2 toite ciefEts @ik s wisEs
zg atcstl Wetmg fSeqa Trunk-road cBts Sfca Sita  wia w5 AR
10T N ) B 1 1 | P e B O A 71 1 £ e G (20 G 1 e 46851 77
sife 49 47% worw wfosdw Ffaw | vaFifa was #AfFws, AT Fa A
T @IS T ZJlARia $12 72 2 g | G A weEhe amed cdd AE

AT 39 21T ARG g | GiEiard TSR A @R @EEE G s

77 ©fF T 5IFEI 7 7 Wt 4 F el |

¥eq a7197,37 Landing ground 47 Sf¢ *fiw3 Ficd palas weaedid
witaqs facaws el czeg 1l 9% «@ifftacs @2 Landing ground's 4=
#{Eg €37 4 7% | FNT Fi5w G Mg pwta wmelr e age afem @1
grounds ¢ 7T 47 tzeg | AtfE g v B Afes atzes w2ty frqq _wacd
@2 Landing ground #77 staiwe wif nwcatca 3ferg Atfaegr | Saq AR

fafsm alBod izt @4w 5137 @ Landing ground 4 &+is Ffiqta o2 ¥4
GFE FEI7 |

QBeAtT FiN 9fe cifFsia dGiag F91 8fte |
q5tata F1T AtIm TFfaca Hee atfam 9% sita 3
Aa 957 B WIF Afeus gtwhs 29
It @9 92 T TS @llT 9797 7
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Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 1 ..

After Lunch

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA (contd.) - ey TetAfs  AT=IRT, 2A1T
- 9MItS AR =it Landing grounds w3 wias <faferen | ==3ist Landing
ground TS AR FRI 491 ¢zm | @3B Landing ground 47 wfewitasica
AT FATS 1 T30 TR0 7R 206 7 s {71 10 qtFtN-q15
SR 09, ofca v T3ta  sastas pif IR FA 1 R ST FIFET
A G AR A wmeits qip-ifs wmea @i ate cordeT orF
T-SIS T&I TF AT G [ Al qraAtgia e [Reqw a1 o T 7
A T F[I e @I difim 1 Bes TFEAIT @B AR Landing
ground 47 afSar? I St <7 34 T2 corrRta WSl CordeT GID A TS
G4 AT 9 A1 q29 | olfere cords e @i carte A2 Tl @%
Landing ground 493 ciqiwes 515 ey 27 Ol 19 Ff@ea vaeldT [{eiv cita
B & caty s

S A, @ler= 367 witfer A5fs et o ziale e [9@ 9977 oia-
Rateta 7=m@ ta atale a4 i | TR, @EftFa 67 296 4T TIFie—
AT TSRS, Sifitata wify g, vacfmie g o A2 AfeE A3GF ely
*f133 fifite @2 e 67 tfaRames st Uy Ff9Ca A ufs enawica
YU BF1 793 F03 ©fF Fifite 72 91167 (ol 7% a9 A |

©ed 51973 Small Town Committees sfig™iq fegftTa f4pre? Teq
TN BT OO Ay F2) At GiF @i SiNg TEias AREe FHe
AT 591 2w, o Aferq vt wify A, 4tF-=  AfFEa—stfig g
2GS 7 A T | wieatalfy aifge Toe3 oify w97 wifafFaes @da®
"““%"ﬂa‘fcg-; o2, A0S A0l o baitsr #w oty | vl Sl ey Fare
?Waln ﬁ::rtt$m?—ﬁ$Fa TG 3 @IS F{ @R wae ofer oed ARt
B b T Jtgq wzrz?mm PR 791 (207 | @R wewmle afw Wt fegfia
21 @gjvmcm W& [T @itz g bAlbAe aERN A
g n Committeeg sif > : e qite—
afS T T 7 317 g e %E; %ﬁf@ bAFIAF  Fqraty gag qt

P (Egﬁ Em?;;q“ ;_”_f"f-“ﬂtjr I TRt oifs aiw 3T wiagar Rares
Al 4% TR » ﬂmq%“ ARG g @ amest | qwid, woF, Gl
3939 IS & (?1-;{?{ H : fﬁ*’“q IS “fqngq tzeg I @7 9T =W ulE 9g
4T FITF 'sﬁmég T 514 7 1 fote fawm | BfEwq \9537 92 Wl (32
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Srijut NILMIANI PHOOKAWN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have heard every de-
tail of the Hon’ble Chief Minister’s statement on the earthquake situation in
Assam. He has not left anything more to be said by us. The whole picture has
been presented before our eyes by him as well as by His Excellency the Gover-
nor of Assam aud by the pen picture of the Prime Minister of India. After
this the situation need not require any elaborate discussion from our side.
The only point is that how to cope with the present disastrous situation. This
is the only concern or thought in our mind and everyone of us shall have to
devise ways and means as far as possible on his part to contribute in rebuilding
this devastated beautiful State of ours. From the speeches of the Hon’ble
Chief Minister and His Excellency the Governor we find that the devastation is
not of ordinary type. It has totally changed the face of the earth in this part
of the country. That there is a topographical change has been admitted
by the experts and there is no knowing where the centre of this devastation is
and an army of geologist and other experts arc examining the whole question
and we have found hundreds of miles of public aswell as private roads an
village paths and other things being made topsyturvy. We remember the time
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when the Prime Minister of India came here and whose presence itself was a tonic
everywhere. He gave usso many encouraging words that the natural calami-
ties must be coming every now and then, aud there isno escape {rom them ;
but we must be able to cope with the situation like man and if the nature is
relentless we must be able alse to fight it as far as possible. IfI remember
aright he gave us a clear hope that this question of earthquake and flood devas-
tation of Assam should not be taken as a calamity for this State alone, from
subsequent behaviours even outside India the earthquake question of Assam,
to my mind, has already not only become an all-India question to a great extent
but it has become an international question at least for sympathy on humani-
tarian consideration. The gift from a]l quarters have shown that this is a fact.
If this question has become the question of all-India then we must look at all the
facts of this devastation from every angle of vision. Just as the man-made
calamity of the evacuees from East Pakistan nas already become an all-India
question which has been admitted by the Central Government and recently
very clearly admitted by the Congress President and the Congress Conference
also, similarly this nature-made calamity should be considered to be an all-India
character, no less a catastrophy than the calamity that has been brought to
the millions of East Pakistan cvacuces. We can take this matter in that light.
The devastation that has been created s 50 serious in the words of the Hon’ble
Chief Minister himself thac it is not a matter of a few lakhs butit will be a
matter of several crores to recoup the losses, loss in topography, economy and,
should I say, in psychology and various other ways. Therefore I want to
suggest, as the Prime Minister: said here, that the Government of India or the
whole of India will be behind us if we all exert ourselves to fight with the nature—
all people of Assam should show that spirit. A great feeling has been shown
by His Excel]_ency the Commander-in-Chief when he said, ‘“We are rcady
to help the civil administration provided the military is only asked to. execute
definite or perfe'ct SC}.lCmﬁ of GOVC]"nment”_ At this moment I ind our Govern-
ment, our Cabinet is also trying its level best, without losing any time, with a
scheme for the county as a whole to cope with the situation. I presume our
SovE el LG baveRalreddy communteated the defirite plaos or they are
going to comr}rlxuné:ate the definite plans which may be ready within the next
few 'dlfys tgt € legtral Government stressing that this question should not
be taken by anybody as only the question of the State, It must first and fore-
most be a Central question just as the quese in diff ; .
of the country has beep accepted question of evacuees in different parts
et astrsssed Bebplaiio s a8 a commitment of the whole of Indl.a, so also
on water, who have 1o liv g € worse than_ the evacuces, who are floating down
-> Ve lor days and nights together on the top of trees,

who have been annihilageq | g
y thofvlt_sands and not by hundreds by the subse-

uent floods, should recei .
f:lannot be executed by ouf‘goattentlon qf the Centre asthis colossal work

Besides, we could

not been deprived ofashua];‘,;iabe?“ able to cope this disaster ourselves had we
ment. Take the case of 1ﬁtla1 bortion of the revenue by the Central Govern-
suffered very badly but they Wc Tea IIldustry. The Tea Industry have also
needy people. We are thankf‘elre the first in the field to give succour to those
contributed so much to the 01(1: to them, I mean the Tea Industry who have
nue that we can claim ip t}?em] exchequer al) these years. For all the reve-
Government takes away double Way of excise and other duties, the Central
ected to cope with this sc OF treble of . In the face of that if we are ex=
e hould be refunded Sidins calamity, it stands to reasons that this
S o omaeti tolonmsliGIE even ifit iy e ked only for the
purpnse of rehabi_htatmg those devastatcd eo llllt 1s earmarke OI Yh' 4
Sha“ not be CODS]_dered UHI‘CaSOIlable to ni)akp(- Of thC C()untry. t l]n ."V}f;,
our Cabinet should insist on that, ¢ that demand and I only wis

P
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Then regarding the roads, yesterday "and today also I find that we are
making a difference between the Local Board Roads and the public highways.
In this matter I think there should be no discrimination. At the time of devas-
tating them the earthquake did not make any discrimination between the so-
called highways and the Local Board roads. There must be a central contribu- _
tion to these high ways or low ways or whatever you call them. All these road
systems need proper improvement as quickly as possible. Even other succour
that we may be able to give in the shapeofrice and paddy or other essential -
things will suffer. Therefore, from all points of view it appears that this
catastrophe should be taken primarily as an All-India catastrophe, and if this
is taken so, we will be encouraged to do our bit in helping in the implementa-
tion of those schemes by our personal service or even personal sufferings if
necessary. Otherwise all this will be only paper discussion or paper resolution.

Asregards the railway system, yesterday I heard mention was made that
there is the mighty Brahmaputra. From Delhi it may be argued that you
have got this mighty Brahmaputra where steamers can ply and where thousands
of boats can ply Why should you require another railway system in Upper
Assam ? Butif they have actually seen the difficulties of transportation by
steamers these years, it will not be necessary for me to convince them that the
Brahmaputra is not serving the people as well as it used to do. But whatever
that may be, the rail system in the nothern part of Assam is not only -necessa~-
ry for “transporting the daily necessaries of life, but it is also of great strategic
value. I am sure, in time to come it will be a very important  strategic railway
line. Moreover, we want this railway line not only for strategic reasons, but
as we have always said, we are very anxious to develop our brethren in the
hills. If we are sincere in this, if the Government are sincere about that, then
that railway system is an urgent necessity not only for this catastrophe but in
time to come for political and other reasons also. These hijll people will be
quickly developed if the railway system to connect them is laid down there.

As regards the other highways, to bring them to their proper level will
not be an easy task. It will not be so easy to carry the things and rush to all
those starving people for many months to come. Therefore, my humble sugges-
tion is that at the present moment this question should be taken as an All-
India question, as I have said before, like the evacuee question.

With regard to this evacuee question, we have been forced te take in 5
lakhs of people instead of 50 thousand for which we have committed ourselyes—
the Centre cannot resist it and we also cannot resist it. To feed these extra 5
lakhs mouths it needed a large quantity of rice, about threefold or fourfold of what
it used to be before. Yet for this extra commitment our Ministry was taken
to task for not being able to provide rice to these people who have not been
properly rationed yet they are taking 2 regular meals a day—there is no doubt
about it. Besides these people have become also the source of much
black marketing in . the State. Black marketers have been rather
encouraged by these persons to do a lot of nefarious  transactions.
And if we are to rehabintate our people who have been rendered homeless
and landless by this catastrophe then they should be the first thought at the

resent moment in the minds of all hon. Members as well as the entire State.
Without that it will not be possible to make patch work here and there. If
we have to do all this it will require a mint of money and as our Hon’ble
Chief Minister has said,. it will require crores of money. That being so, can
we with all our good Wlshe_s and with all our confidence cope with the situation
ourselves ? It cannotbe, it will only he a pious wish. So we must by all
means unite and with one united voice let us go to India to cope with this

catastrophe because, I feel, that thisis an All-India question—if this frontier
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State of Assam is lost, the whole of India will bc. lost. As s_uch this will bc a
major issue for India to give us the money that will be required for rehabilita-
tion of the people affected by this catastrophe. The dL_lly of all of us, the
duty of the leaders and of the Members as well as an ordl_nat:y beggar in the
street will be to render our personal services whcrever it is necessary. We
must be pledged to it with whatever help we can give them.

If we are resolute in all these points and if we want to rehabilitate these
people, if we want to give the landless with fresh lands, we should not hesitate
to express our ideas before all.

No personal gain or loss should come into calculation.

As regards the supply position, [ have one suggestion to make, cspecially
to our Supply Minister, whom the other day hon. Mr. Morley consi-
dered as the juniormost Minister, and said that possibly it was not: well to
entrust him with this huge task. But I should say, Sir, that a young Minister,
if he has got a stout heart and mind, will be able to cope with the situation
fully well if we also co-operate with him. My suggestion is this: that: the
present procurement policy should be- radically changed. If he allows me I
can send him my own scheme in writing. He should only consider that on merits
and not on the consideration as to who has framed it. In one word, I should
say tha-t the intermcdiaries, the middlemen, are the source of trouble every-
where in this world. They should be wiped cut. There is the cultivator, and
there is the Government godown. The paddy should come directly to the
godown from the cultivator’s Bhoral by whatever procedure that is evolved. T
can give details about that also. Again, the mill-owners, big and small,
ssii]g_gda beu};‘-g-ngrplled. At the present moment in Dibz:ugarh, _]orha_t a.nd
e an:rjued“gsltms %ere are about 100 mills out of which only 40 big mills
Bastine) itha ceyt e - cpartment. The result is that the uncontrolled mills
R OnE o Sae ntre ot activities of black-marketers, profiteers and the idle

O society who want to make profit out of nothing. The result is that
they take their paddy to the bigeer ill d sell i Dh r higher price
and the bi EE 305 i Pg mills an' sell 1t _l ere at a nigher p H

g8€r muills in their turn send a2 portion of rice to the black-market.

mills?zfélé Sll{/I,i]lan(})]ther point is that there should be no procurement from the
ment. The mill S; oulditlie exclusively supplied from Government procure=
to supply th Ss e given the required quantity of paddy and asked

L) The accduate quantity of rice. They should only get their milling

h : ;
;a?:ﬁislarziengl]!; S};f)uld be asked to get their paddy from the Bhoral of a
curement, 1 whose custody Government have kept his paddy after pro-

Then S: % e _ _
theis pa?:l?jy lrtillhe Supply Minister said that if we compelled people to part with

atical. If the ezu;:;\lg}:t turn to cultiva.tion_ of jute. But that is onIy_probIcm-
4t the BSnds of Overng: knows that he will get proper price for his paddy
ted, he will not divert hient., 8..nd-a11 unscrupulous middlemen will be elimina-
the other day at Kako; 8 Cultwatu_)n. From my experience I can tell you that
villagers and not to an{f‘;ﬁhﬂ cultivators were selling rice to the other ncedy
ganda is carried on both b‘lr glcmen. If this idea spreads, and intensive propa-
tions and leaders, I see poy o croment, Congress and other public organisa-
Lk Lof contiollin 1B 10 such  danger, At the same time, Sir, when we
s lon 5 f‘e price of paddy we should also see that the cultivators,
v'vhose only source of income is their paddy, get their other necessaries of
life. Sq, Governinent should endeavour of supply them with their necessa-
ries of life. Only Corrugate‘q Iron Sheets will not do.  Government may, say,
give a pair of Dhuti for a certain amoung of paddy, and so on. Sir, we find

that thousands of tons of Corrugated Iron sheets are going to be distributed.
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We know that 50 per cent. of the Bhorals of these people have been destroyed.
We should supply them with Cerrugated Iron sheets for roofing their Bhorals
before the next season and ask them to supply a certain quantity of paddy_ 1n
exchange, spreading over a pe iod of two to three years. Instead of allotting
Corrugated Iron sheets only in paper, some such system should be adopted. I
doubt whether a single Bhoral has been roofed up till now, all the Corrugated
Iron sheets are going to the black market.

Then, Sir, I should like to say a few words about distributicn of _f.oodstuffs
and other relief measures in the affected areas. As my hon. Friend Srijut Hari-
narayan Barua said the other day, His Excellency the Governor has himself
taken up the matter of sending different batches of workers to different places.
I think this will be the best arrangement at the present moment. If tht; mo
rale of the people has to be restored this cannot be done by distribution of
rice only. Fear has got to be eliminated from their minds. A batch of sturdy
people with encouraging faces and encouraging words should cheer them up,
and restore confidence in their minds. A calamity has occurred, it may not
occur for another 50 years. Since the inception of this world men are fighting
against the forces of Nature, and in the midst of that fight we will have to lead
our own life. That is what I feel. I should not be misunderstood by either
Government or my colleagues. That is what I feel, that will be the only way
of tackling  this problem  Lastly, Sir, I reiterate that if the Centre does not

take responsibility to a great extent, all our paper schemes will fail and the
people will suffer for years to come.

Maulavi ATAUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I congratulate our
Hon’ble Chic.!f Minister for the statement on the work done in connection with
the devastating earthquake which put the gear of the State almostin disorder.
Iparticularly express my sense of appreciation for his personal exertion in the
work at a time when he had not been keeping good health. I am sure that
the problems created by the earthquake will receive the most satisfactory solution
at his able hands. We, Sir, living in a region far away from the visible effect of
the earthquake were at the beginning sim ply perturbed by the plethora of theorist
as to the origin of the earthquake put forward by specially the Calevtta Dailies.
One report by a theorist stated that Assam as a whole would be sinking. At anether
time another theorist gave his opinion that the mighty Himalayas were coming
forward like an fwalanche seemingly to displace us all. Different opinions were
expressed by different Pandits in the matter and I think, it is very essential
that a sﬁ"un_g enquiry be made into the source, into the origin of the earthquake
and if necessity arises as has been suggested by a gentleman from Allahabad,
let us live according to the changed condition of the nature around us. One
other thing, Sir, which must be taken into serious consideration is the change
in course of the river Brahmaputra and its tributaries—on this subject the advice
of experts is urgently czlled for specially with a view to meet any possible threats
to the lower regions. Before having that expert advice I should like, Sir, to
refer to the_ work done by. the expert Pandits on various subjects from time to
time. It is really regrettable that very many expert Pandits on very many
subjects have produced but little work—what I mean is that in this particular
case of the change of course of the Brahmaputra and its tributaries —real wotk

.must be done andreal work must he shown, because there is no doubt that in

the near future we shall have effects undreamt of from flood waters specially in 11}'3
Jlower regions of Assam. Especially when there has been visible signs of change 1n
the course of the Brahmaputra and its tributaries because whereas high floods are
taking place in Upper Assam there has been manifestly less flood in Lower
Assam this year. It is very probable that the bed of the Brahmaputra in the upper
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region might have gone higher and this will consequently affect the districts
in the lower region in the years to come. Our Chief Minister has referred to
the food situation created by the carthquake. I have nothing but unqualificd
praise for his able handling of the delicate food situation and, Sir, in this
context, I expect that the main calamity of the earthquake will have chastened
our hearts and persuade us to direct our kindly thoughts to the effects of another
equally  great calamity. I refer to the disturbances in our State
in the first quarter of this year. It is an equally great calamity because when,
Sir, you just imagine the extent of the damage caused by these disturbances in
several districts, you cannot but admit that it was a great calamity like that
of the earthquake. I shall simply refer to a sinzle subdivision and will put
forward a moderate estimate of the damage caused by it. Take the subdivision of
Barpeta alone. According to official figures about 8,000 families were affected. The
loss, if taken to be at Rs. 2,000 per family, will come upto rupees one crore and
fO lakhs and this figure is taken only in connection with the movable proper-
Y-

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Hon’ble Member will please confine his
remarks to the earthquake.

Maula:vx ATAUR RAHMAN: T was referring to this in connection with
the food situation. Asa result of the distrubances thousands and thousands
of acres of land were left uncultivated. This has added to our food difficulties—
that is what'I mean to say.

. Now, Sir, these people are coming back. In the absence of speedy and effec-
tl\}fle rehabilitation work they are withering away, I do not quarrel, Sir, with the
ac CTCS PIut forward by the Government with regard to the rehabilitation of these
ﬁf:goi ofdt?] not depend on the Prime Ministers’ Agreement for the rehabi-
TR e Stats ;:_se fpﬁoplc. These people, culturally Assamese—have been living
s e thgr -l'(?]m arange of 30 to 35 years and thus they have become
o, tosol « I shall once again appeal to the Hon’ble Ch:gf‘Ml‘mster‘
these unfortunate FatI:HCStIY takc. up the ‘work of the proper rehabllita_tlon gf
cortaertied comor, Vlﬁ: ims and if rehabilitated, they will also so far food- is
Sympathy and < tﬁ ¢ aid of the victims of the great calamity in Upper Assam.
this (‘.ouni’ry T a;;grsv.ﬁl this way will not only help the cconomiq s:ituation in
not want to make o ]1 better the already degenerating moral condition. I do
: engthy speech and as I have said already. Once again

before concludis { a
matter in :ightl Zﬁr]rtle":t?md féquest the Hon’ble Chief Minister to take up the
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Prof. P. M. SARWAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are grateful to the Hon’ble
Chief Minister for giving us a detailed statement of what Government have been
doing and what the Government measures are. We are sure that Government
has a good scheme prepared .to help the stricken people. The Hon’ble Chief
Minister stated that we have not been able to fully assess the damage done by the
consequent floods. That is correct. Because our people have not been able to
reach the other side of Dibrugarh on the North Bank upto the present moment.
Those marooned people may or may not have received relief even up to the pre-
sent moment. These people who have been so stricken are not the people who
eat things produced by others, these are the people who produce things for them-
selves and others. So we are not doing any kind deed in thinking for these
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people and whom we call poor people. They are not poor people, but in fact
they are the richest people on earth, hecause they are producing food for us.
herefore 1  hope that the hon. Members of this House do
feel for these people who enable us and our society and the State
to live. They are not beggars, Assam has never been a land of beggars.
It was not even during the time of War that we saw the beggars infested in  the
Bazars, cities, towns, railway stations and every public place. The people of
Assam though they work leisurely, know that begging is beneath their dignity.
But begging has now become one of the finest professions in Assam. We do not
want to make these stricken people our burden by turning them into complete beg-
gars. Thousands of them are geing to be beggars if they are not properly rehabi-
litated. They are not the people who will beg, but it will be our responsibility
if they are turned out to be beggars in every village, city and town in Assam.
They have lost all their own. From Kadam Mouza eastward up to Dibrugarh in
the north bank, practically all areas have been devasted by the flood that followed
the earthquake. My hon. Fricnd from North Lakhimpur, Srijut Hem Chandra
Hazarika, has visited the Places and he has been able to come in touch with the
-people in some villages. He has brought to this House first hand information.
He has pointed out to us and the Government the great needs of North Lakhim-
pur area. It is quite possible that there may be some relief to enable these
people to live through a few mouths, say two or three months, but that is not
enough. These people will haye to be completely rahabilitated because they have
been producing food. Assam has been called a surplus Province in the matter
of rice and paddy, but now it does not seem that Assam is a surplus Province.

We are paying for our rice anything from Rs.30 to Rs.40 per maund. That is
not indicative of a Province being a surplus one.

The North Lakhimpur Subdivision has been one of the rich corners in Assam.
They had much rice and padd

1 ¥ produced in that Subdivision. Most of the people
there producc. rice and most of the people of that Subdivision are working people
who never think of begging. They have produced our food and will be producing
our food because that is the best work they know for many many generations.
The condition of the area that 1 have heen talking about must be realised by the
hon. Members of this House, These people who have been affected have to be
completely I‘_Chablllt?ted, They have to be provided with even Daos. We have
about 50 villages which seem to have been wiped out. Many more must have
been wiped out. Apart from the areas in the Abor Hills and Mikir Hills, the

plains portiops have had many of the vil] letely wiped out so that people
have lost their all anq thousands of t‘lzerri }?gvez C(ﬁ:::-]p el i

The Government muygt

: now have a long-term scheme to completely rehabi-
litate these working people.

They are our food producers. In a land which is
always been surplus we cannot afford to overlook these people because they pro-
duce the real wealth of the country, wealth that we sorely need. The Hon’ble
Prime MiﬂiStC{' of I.ndia, Pandjt Jawaharlal Nehru said that 1951 is the target
date when India will be self-sufficient in respect of food ; there would be no import
of food from 1952.  That is the target date. That target date seem to recede
now. But nature cannot beat us if we take care of the people who alone can give
us the target date. The people who produce food can always give the target
date.
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I have to point out—Government too knows, I am sure—that these people
have to be given Daos, ploughs and plough-cattle. That will require a lot of
money as has already been pointed out by my hon. Friend Mr. Nilmoni Phookan
and that will be a very big task. Every family has to be supplied with these
things. Thousands of them have lost their all. Apart from the psychological
blow they have received, they have lost all. They are not able to rchabilitate
themselves unaided. We have got to remember that they have got to begin life
over again. These familics had everything supplied by their grandfathers. The
grandfathers had Daos, bullocks and land. These passed to their grandsons
and these grandsons are now family members. They have lost everything and
they have to start their life over again. If we think of that then we shall be able
to realize the great task that is facing our Government at the moment. So there
are many people in the plains who have to be rchabilitated and Government
will also have to think of the condition of the Mismis and Abors whose villages
have been completely destroyed. They will also need as much help as those in
the plains. But very probably the Centre will come to their help whereas the
burden of looking after the people of the plains is always on the Provincial
Government. My hon. Friend, Mr. Nilmoni Phookan, has hinted that this is the
opportunity for Assam of obtaining bigger assistance from the Centre for it is
beyond the capacity of Assam to bear the burden of this great task.

I hope Government will heed the suggestions that my hon. Friend, Mr. Phookan,
has given on the floor of this House in regard to the avoidance of middle men as
far as possible. I am suré it is wellknown to the Government, how terribly the
common people are being hit because of the middle men of various categories—-
administrative middle men, commercial middle men and all sorts of people
coming in betwecn the Government and the people. These are the people who
hit our masses the most.

Before I resume my seat, Sir, I must say that in the matter of giving relief to
the sufferers Government will always receive full support from this side of the
House.

(At this stage the Hon’ble Speaker vacated the Chair and the Deputy
Speaker occupied it.)

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: Deputy Speaker, Madam, I fully
endorse the statement made by the Hon’ble Chicef Minister in regard to the
havoc and damages caused by the recent earthquake and flood in Upper
Assam. It is very unfortunate and sad for the State of Assam that it has to
meet Wwith two calamities in the three extremities of the State, One being
the Act of God, the other creation of human beings. The Government with
assistance from the Centre and in co-operation with the public is to fight badly to
establish the stafus quo of a huge number of people affected. The Hon’ble
Chief Minister has placed before the House the detailed and true picture of
the devastation wrought by the earthquake in Assam affecting greatly the very
economy, industry and cultivation, land and a huge number of people and also
the measures taken by the Government,

Tt will not be out ofp}ace if T cc_)uld give a picture of the devastation
caused by l.hc c0mmu_nal_dxstur_bances In Assam. As I cannot give the picture
of damages in other districts with authority, I stick to my district only to show
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how Assam has suffered great loss economically. The extent of the disturbances
may be easily judged from the area and the total population affected. Excluding
the southern part of the Goalpara Subdivision, practically the entire area to
the north bank of the district was affected involving an area of about 2,000 sq.
miles if not more, out of the total area of 3,979 sq. miles of the district. The
thanas of Bijni, Sidli, Kokrajhar, Gosaigaon and North Salmara in their entirety
and the thanas of Bilasipara and Golakganj and Dhubri in part were affected.
The approximate number of the total population directly affected in these thanas
and some in Goalpara Subdivision is 2,00,000 and odd.

The modus operendi employed by the raiders was arson preceded by looting
of movables. = The worst aspect of the disturbances was the wanton destruction
of food- grains which might run into at least 20 to 25 lakhs maunds.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI ;: On a point of information

Madam, is it relevant to speak about those facts when the subject matter is about-

earthquake devastation, etc, ?

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE : Madam, I am going to show how
economically the State of Assam has suffered both by the communal distur-
bances and by the damage caused by the earthquake.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Madam, we are at presen
discussing about the havoc caused by the earthquake.

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: Had there not been destruction of
foodgrains by the communal disturbances the shortage of food would not
have arisen. So, Madam, Iam speaking to show how economically the State
of Assam has suffered. Personal violence was restored to where generally resis-
tance was offered and thus in some areasa large number of murders occurred
the exact number of which it has not been possible to finally ascertain. In
places the displaced persons were armed with bows and arrows, spears, Lathis
and in many cases private fire-arms, Many Santhals from the tribal areas and
some from tea gardens with bows and arrows, were specially recruited to take
part in the disturbances as these types of weapons are more deadly and
awe-inspiring, Loss in life and personal injuries are not assessable in terms of
money, but the total material loss sustained by the Muslims from movables,
such as houses, personal effects, live-stock and foodgrains, etc., can be roughly
estimated at Rs.6,00,00,000 on the basis of Rs.1,500 per family for about
40,000 families. The loss in standing crops was no doubt considerable, but this
is not assessable, Apart from this, these Muslims who are first class cultiva-
tors and whose contributions to the agricultural economy of the district is conside-
rable, have been severely crippled economically, The last jute and aus crops
in the affected areas have failed despite efforts of Government to protect them
by allotting cultivated areas to East Bengal refugees and local non-Muslims.

Though assistance given so far to displaced Muslims under the Indo-Pakistan
Agreement 18 fa!: from adequate, their over-all rehabilitation to restore their
original productive capacity in foodgrains and cash crops should be a matter of
vital concern to the State in the interest of its economic well being. But even
with the maximum of help it will take them some time to come into their own
and to that extent the general economic well being of the State will suffer.

-



1950.] STATEMENT ON THE EARTHQUAKE SITUATION 801
IN ASSAM

The Muslims in other parts of the district not directly affected sold away
their foodgrains and cattle, etc., at very low prices out of panic and thus incurred
loss. Now many of such people are undergoing severe hardship for want of
foodgrains. Particularly in areas bordering the disturbed areas, Muslim culti-
vators neglected their standing crops under the apprehension of being driven
out. The total pecuniary loss sustained by people not directly affected will
also be very extensive though uot expressible in terms of money.

Madam, for want of food and systemetic distribution many people have been
dying of starvation So, before T resume my seat I request the Goverment to
take every possible effort for the rchabilitation of those displaced Muslims in
order to increase the economic prosperity of the State of Assam with the
help of these first class agriculturists.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Madam, Deputy Spea-
ker, I will make today the shortest speech in my life. I simply rise to thank
the Hon'ble Chief Minister for his very detailed enumeration of the havoc
that the earthquake has caused and the magnititude of the disaster and the
appalling condition of the affected people and the huge relief that has to be
provided. I never thought that after his long speech running to 28 pages in
print read over to us, there was any more room for either criticism or suggestion.
In my opinion the Government has been doing whatever is possible under
the circumstances and so any criticism or suggestion at this stage is rather
unwanted and uncalled for. He has sought the co operation of all and I can
assure him that if we are approached in a proper way we are ready to render
the utmost help that liesin us. (Applauses from all sides.)

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : Deputy Speaker, Madam, I would like to emulate
the example set by the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition in making an extremely
bricef speech and also following his lead in thanking the Hon’ble Chief Minister
for his very able presentation of the details of this great disaster.

The Hon’ble Chief Minister has given us a detailed account of the measure
which Government have taken and we would like to take this opportunity of
congratulating Government of the vigour with which the task of relief has been
undertaken and their willingness to atrract co-operation from all quarters. We
appreciate very deeply, Madam, the very generous remarks which the Hon’ble
Chief Minister has paid to the assistance which the Tea Industry has been able
to offer. We are glad that amidst this misfortune and suffering, the Tea Indus-
try was able once again to come to the rescue and to give whatever relief within
its power to the suffering people.

We are confident that Assam will quickly recover from this disaster and
with the knowledge that assistance is coming from outside and with efforts made
from within the State, the scars of this great disaster will quickly be healed.
(Ap!attre).

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS - Deputy Speaker, Madam,
I see that there is no necessity for replying to the debate on the statement made
by the Hon’ble Chief Minister after the speeches made by the Hon’ble Leader
of the Opposition and the Hon’ble Leader of the European Group. I feel that
it is irrelevant for me to maklc a reply. But as it is the custom in this House
that the Government should givea reply to the debate, and on this ground
I take my stand,
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Madam, I had recently visited North Lakhimpur subdivision and myself
in: pected the work being done in some of tle relief centres in these arcas spe-
cially in the Subansiri area and I have already submitted my report to the Govern-
ment. The members who have taken part in this debate have not challenged
any of the facts stated by the Hon’ble Chief Minister and as such I have no-
thing further to state regarding these facts.

Regarding the suggestions I must generally state that Government will cer-
tainly consider the sugestions made by the hon. Members, and as a matter of
fact, Government had already taken steps with regard to the suggestions
made on the floor of this House. For example, my hon. Friend, Srijut Hem
Chandra Hazarika, has pointed out the necessity of an air field at Lilabari. I
had myself landed on this Lilabari airfield on the 15th September last. While
coming back I was to have taken the plane from Lilabari to Dibrugarh on the
19th Septeraber, but the plane could not reach the air-field as rains had again
started from the 17th and 18th and I had to come all the way by road abando-
ning my visit to Dibrugarh. Rsgarding this Lilabari air-field I think it is doubt-
ful whether Dakotas could Jand there. However, we are already in correspon-

dence with the Aviation Department of the Government -of India to investigate
the possibilities for this airfied.

: Srijut Karka Chandra Dalay Miri had complained about the rice ration
issued in the relief centres. Yes, ration issued ha. been inadequate specially for
persons who are accustomed to taking one secr of rice per day. But I explained
to them the situation which has created the starcity ofrice not only in Assam
but throughout the world while I visited the centres. We have taken steps to
supply supplementary foodstuffs and in this direction we have immediately dis-
tributed 3 thousand rupees worth of vegetable seeds for the cultivators so that
nutritional necessity can be supplemented by the vegetables to grow.

My Friend, Srijut Hem Chandra Hazarika, has referred to the requisitioning
of lands. Pl‘c_)l)il}uly he is referring to Bordeobam Tea Estate. I met the Superir{—
tendent of this I‘t:a Estate, I think his name is Mr. Farmer, at Pathalipam and
he stated that this Bardeobam Tea Estate had suffered a loss of about 6 lakhs
of rupees anc‘i he had recommended to his Company for abandonment of this teg
estate. U}ltll the Tea Garden-authorities take any step regarding the abandon-
ment of th}s tea estate, I feel that we should not take any steps to requisition the
limdd CS}I:EC!ally of the Company which has hel ped us during this crisis with planes
?élmb(;; ]l::; tﬂiat%n?ls. I myself had to cross the river Subansiri on the 17th Sep-
e mz ba lgfilol_l and it was two young men, Mr. Strang and Mr. Cassels,
Bl o mZntw?;}l; boit to Baligaon. I was wondering how these two
the SUBAASHT FPatA 10 knowledge of our rivers could take the boat across

h waves— isi i d ten
Fesps iy thatg es—the waves were rising to between six an

AEad thcy are also CXpCIt sailors besides their kn()wledgﬁ of
Madam, PI'OfCSSOI‘ S :
a B i
labourers. S -~ r'wan prol)ably was referrmg to the ex-ica ganue

x-tea garde . % . ;
also from Bordeobam ha\i: al by shousens cspecially from Bardoloni arcas and

- . ready been absorbed in the labour force of Ananda
Te;l rﬁsatatsoinli tgg“ieftluénbclr is 321.. To help this garden so that its stock of
e & 3«1 ¢ Il) e 2 after_cgmmg back from North Lakhimpur orders have
been 1ssued to supply rice to this garden to the extent of 750 maunds.
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Madam, I have nothing further to add. I must thank t!lﬁ' hon. Members
for having spoken favourably of the Government for the relicf measures that
they have taken up to give relief to the people. ;

With these words, Madam, I resume my seat.

Srijut KARKA DALAY MIRI: 33 «f 541 %49 o) @@ 7ifbate =it
F6, 9ifs 79 <= zacafF ¢

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Madam, we have taken
steps to supply supplementary food. But two difficulties stand in the way ;
the first is non-availablity of some supplementary foodstuffs, such as pulses, in
the Province, and the second is the difficulty of transport.

Srijut KARKA DALAY MIRI: ssitaat acziwal, 32 (08 @ G2fFEis
@lFT etz At 55, @ify 79 o9 z90T 2 .

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: As a matter of fact, in
place of Kachu about a thouvsand maunds of potatoes have heen air dropped
recently near Pathalipam. :

(At this stage the Hon’ble Speaker re-occupied the Chair),

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The debate has come to a close, We shall
now take up item No.2 of the agenda.

Presentation of Supplementary statement of Expenditure
for the year 1950-51

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to
present the *Supplementary Statement of Expenditure for 1950-51. The printed
copies of the Statement are before the hon. Members, and I think I need net
take the time of the House by detailing what the Statement contains.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Voting on Demands for Supplementary
Grants will take place on the 5th (ctober 1950. Hon. members who want to
table cut motions will send their notiges so as to reach the Assembly Secretariat
before 12 Noon on Tuesday, the 3rd October 1950.

- The Assam Requisition and Control of Vehicles Bill, 1950

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as there is no
amendment I beg to move the Assam Requisition and Control of Vehicles Bill,
1950, be passed.

* Appendix I.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That the Assam Requisition and Control of Vehicles Bill, 1950, be
passed.’” :

(As there was no debate, the Motion was put by ‘the Chair as a question
before the House, and adopted.)

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 a.m. on Tuesday, the 3rd October,

1950.

SHILLONG : R. N. BARUA,

The 24th November, 1950. ' Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam,
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LIST OF SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS
FOR 1950-51

(To be discussed by the Assembly on the 5th October 1950)

No.1 3
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI to move :— :
On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that an additional sum of Rs. 3,500 be granted to the Minister-in-
charge to defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment during

the year ending the 31st March, 1951, for the administration of the head
¢4.—Taxes on Income other than Corporation Tax’’.

Rs.
I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly ... 46,700
II.—Sub-head under which the additional grant will be
accounted for—
Collection of taxes on Agricultural Income 3,500

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Due to travelling allowance drawn by the Assistant Commissioner of Agricul-
tural Income-Tax from this budget grant in respect of his journeys relating to the
Sales Tax, etc., Department and discovery of about 1,000 new assessess entailing
greater expenditure in Service stamps, etc.

No. 2

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI to move :—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir,
to move that a sum of Rs.3,500 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray
certain charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending
the 31st March, 1951, for the administration of the head ¢“7.—Land Revenue”.

I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly 30 6%82-00
IT1.—Sub-head under which the Supplementary Grant e
will be accounted for—
F. Survey, Settlement and Record operationg—
(¢) Survey School 3,500

EXPLANATORY NOTES

The amount is required for purchase of tents for the Assam Survey School.

The tents were not available in the market and the suppliers could not give
any idea as to the time and availability of the same and the price for the same-
Hence in this state of uncertainty no budget provision could be made. The sup-
pliers have since informed that they would be able to supply the tents. AS these
are required immediately, provision for their purchase is necessary. The €Xpen-
diture being of immediate nature is met by advance from the Contingency Fund.
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No.3
The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA to move :—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that an additional sum of Rs. 2,02,600 be granted to the Minister-
in-charge to defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment
during the year ending the 31st March, 1951, for the administration of the head
““10—Forest”.

Rs.

I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly ... 36,38,500
IT.—Sub-heads under which this Supplementary Grant
will be accounted for—
A. (a) Conservancy and Works—
V. Livestock, Stores, Tools and Plants 4,000
VI. Communication and Buildings 33,600
Total A(a) 37,600
A.(c) Development Schemes in Autonomous Districts—
VI. Communication and Buildings 1,32,000
VII. Demarcation, Surveys and éxtension of Forests 25,000
Total A(c) 1,567,000
B.(c) Establishment—
Development Schemes in Autonomous Districts—
1. Pay of Officers |, 3.000
2. Pay of Establishment i 1,200
3. Allowances and Honoraria 3.800
Total B(e) 8,000
Grand Total 2,02,600

EXPLANATORY NOTE

1. A(@)V.—The ¢xtra amount is required for purchase of one dozen guns for
supply to the staff stationed in the border areas for self-protection against assaults
made by armed gangs across the horder,

2. A(c)VI.—The extra amount is required for payment of the price of 14

pairs of Martin log trucks, _>anction for the amount of Rs.33,600 required for the
purpose had been accorded in 1949, but the trucks could not be delivered before
31st March, 1950 by the firm due to disturbances in Calcutta towards the
end of 1949-50 Information from the firm about their inability to supply
the truck during last year Was received late and as such provision could not be
e adelin thc_ current year’s budgeét, These trucks are essentially necessary for
efficient running of the Goalpara Tramway and will be taken delivery during” the
current year.

3. A(c)VI and VII and B(c).-~The provision is required to meet the develop-
ment schemes in the Autoromous Districts for which Government of India

will pay grants under Clause (6) of the Second Proviso to Article 275(7) of the
Constitution,
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No.4

J

The Hon’ble Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI to move :—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of AF:S?In,l I betg,
Sir, to move that a sum of Rs.19,751 be granted to the Minister-in-c 1{arge 2
defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment during the yea

ending the 31st March, 1951, for the administration of the head ¢13.—Other
Taxes and Duties”,

Rs.

I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly ... 2,18,600
1I.—Sub-hcad under which the Supplementary grant will
be accounted for :—
A.— Collection Charges for—
Taxes and Duties having a common Administrative Staff—
Entertainment, Sales and Profession ‘Taxes 19,751

EXPLANATORY NOTES

For unexpected development of the Department, a.dditicmal~ staff ha._s 'been
sanctioned by Government in order to avoid the leakage of the legitimate
revenue of Government. The Department being a new one, the actgal estimate
of the administrative machinery required for efficient management of all taxation
measures could not be made atthe time of preparing the budget estimat'cs of
cxpenditure for 1950-51. Hence it is necessary to provide the expenditure
required for the additional staff by a Supplementary grant. Details of expendi-
ture for 1950-51 are given below :—

Immediate Cost

Rs.
1. One post of Special Superintendent of Taxes 4,144
-One post of Superintendent of Taxes on Rs.175—200— 875

225 (Con.)—25—500—(E,B.)—25—600.
2. Pay of Establishment—

Six Inspectors of Taxes on Rs.150—160—170 (Con.}— 4,500
10__240__15_,300 each.
Assistants :—

150 each.

3,250
3
Nine posts of Lower Division Assistants on Rs.50—3—

80—4—100 each.

Eight Grade IV Establishment on Rs.22—}—28 cach ... 984
3. Allowances, etc.—

Travelling Allowance of Officers

Two posts of Upper Division Assistants on RSJOD—S_}
r
i
J

to LX N2 (X T} ses

Travelling Allowance of Establishment 1,000
Dearness Allowance 2,425
Cost of Living Allowance ... Ay 360

House Rent and Other fixed allowance

213
4, Contingencies—
Miscellancous Contingencies ass e | 2,000
Total s O3
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No.5
The Hon’ble Shri RAMNATH DAS to move :—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that an additional sum of Rs.7,35,000 only, be granted to defray
certain charges which will come in the course of payment during the year
ending the 31st March, 1951, for the administration of the head—¢¢18-B and
68-B.—Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works™.

i1 Rs.

I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly ... ... 23,69,900

II.—Sub-heads under which the supplementary demand
will be accounted for :—

18-B.—Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works—
A—Works—Voted 55,000
C—DMaintenance and Repairs—Voted 80,000

v

Total—18-B.—N.E.D.—Voted 1,35,000

68-B.-—Navigation, Embankments and Drainage Works

financed from Capital Revenues—
Grow-More-Food Schemes—Major Irrigation Schemes  6,00,000
Total—68-B.— N.E.D.—Voted ... 6,00,000

Grand Total 7,35,000

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Y be seen at Appendix (a).

S additional a i i t repairs to bunds
mount is required for emergen p
damaged by last carthquake. The total ctlestimated cost stands at Rs.1,50,000.

68—B:——N.E.D.-—G.M.F. Schemes— Major Irrigation Schemes—
Details may be seen at Appendix (a].

A.—Details ma

No.6

The Hon’ble Spy4 BISHNURAM MEDHI to move :—

On the récommendag;, i . ;
” on of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir,
to ﬂ?:f,tilgrtt :ln ad}dltlona] Sum of Rs.52,600 byc granted to the Minister-in-_charge
to ay I charges which will come in the course of payment during the

year ending the 3]g¢ i ; et
¢«<25.—General Administrat?gg’}}: i s dmnaation Sof ey head

e Rs.
I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly ... 61,15,200

II.—Sub-head under which th :
be accountedii. e ¢ supplementary grant will

M(e) Legislative Department 7,700
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: Rs.

- S.~—General Establishment—
1. Pay of Establishment 12,400
2. Allowances and Honoraria ... 27,300
3. Contingencies 5,200
Grand Total .. 52,600

EXPLANATORY NOTES

M (e).—Due to granting of gazetted status to the Head Assistant (now Supe-
rintendent) and also increase of expenditure for entertainment of staff for
adaptation work.

S.1.—Due mainly to the retention of the staff in Khasi and Jaintia Hills, for
work in connection with Khasi States now merged with the State of Assam.
Formerly the staff used to draw their pay from the “Khasi State Deposit
Account” which has since merged with the State Revenues.

2.—Mainly due to granting of Travelling Allowance to the members of the
Advisory Council in the Autonomous Districts for attending meetings of the
Council and also for reasons stated at 1 above.

3.—Due to maintenance of law and order in Naga Hills and also in con-
nection with the suit instituted against the State of Assam by the Mylliem State.

No.7

The Hon’ble Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA to move :—

On the recommendation of His Excelleacy the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir,
to move that an additional sum of Rs.84,550 be granted to the Minister-in-charge
to defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment during the
year ending the 31st March, 1951, for the administration of the head—¢27.—Ad-
ministration of Justice’.

1.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly ... 9,39 ,2ROSO
11.—Sub-head under which the Supplementary grant
will be accounted for :~—
B.—Law Officers—
(a) Law Officers 18,500
(b) Legal Remembrancer, etc. :—-
1REPaytofil@thceriismye 1,900
2. Pay of Establishment 410
3. Allowances and Honoraria ... 6,440
i (¢) Muffassil Establishment :—
1. Pay of Establishment 1,200
2. Allowances and Honoraria ... . . 19,650
3. Contingencies 17,000

e et B e et

Total 65,100

St i S S Bt et
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1 Rs.
D.—District and Sessions Judges :— )

- 1. Pay of Officers 5,100
2. Pay of Establishment 1,050
3. Allowances and Honoraria ... 2,550
4. Contingencies 10,750

* Total 19,450
Grand Total 84,550

EXPLANATORY NOTE

~ B.(a).—Under Article 202(3) of the Constitution the pay and allowances,
etc., of the Advocate General are not charged on the Consolidated Fund of the
State. As the budget estimate for the current year was framed belore the com-
mencement of the Co: stitution provision was made under “Charged’ head as in
the previous year. Necessary provision is, therefore, made under *“Voted’’ head ;
the corresponding amount under ““Charged” head being surrendered.

| B.(%).1.—Due to deputation of Law Assistant for training under the Ministry
| of Law in Delhi and for the appointment of a substitute during the period.

2.—Due to higher rate of pay of Stenographer deputed from the Secretariat.

3.—Due to B.(b).1 above and increased expenditure on fees for conducting -

Government cases in the High Court,

B.(c) and D.—Due mainly to entertainment of temporary special staff in
| connection with the trial of *“Naliapool Criminal Cases”.

No.8
The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY to move :—

 On the fécommenda];i.on of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I, beg,
Sir, to move that an additional sum of Rs.87,673 be granted to the Minister-in-
charge to defray certain charges which will come in course of payment during the

year ending the 31st March, 1951, for the administration of the head €28, —Jails
and Convict Settlements??,

I.—Grant orig; Rs.
: Nt originally voted by the Assembly 14,27,500
1I.-—Sub- : Y ;
be accountflrld f}(';‘:_";d__under Which the Supplementar y provision will
A—District Jails—
Contingencieg 87,673

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In view of the increase in the number i i iai i i
! S o of prisoners in the jails and high price
of foodstuff the provision of Rs.7,75 000 has b i
the additional amount is required’. X fises ol ec o beiinadequate, Hence



1950.] APPENDIX
No.9
The Hon’ble Shri BISHNURAM MEDHTI to move :—

On the recommendation of His Excellency

charge to defray certain charges whic
the year ending the 31st March,
€29.—Police”.

I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly

II.—-Sub-head under which the Su

Pplementary grant will
be accounted for :— :

1. B.—District Executive Force—
(a) District Police :—

2. Pay of Establishment ...

3. Allowances and Honoraria
4. Contingencies

5. Contribution —Grants-in-aid

Total

9.— Deduct—Recovery from

the Government of India
Ministry of Home Affairs. >

Total B(a)

2. G.— Griminal Investigation Department—

(a) C.1.D. (Proper) :—
1. Pay of Officers
2. Pay of Establishment
3. Allowances and Honoraria
4. Contingencies

(¢) Wireless Telephone :
() Supply and Textile Enforcement Branch

(¢) Deduct—Amount transferred to “85 ._Qan: - S
on Schemes of State Trading”. apital Outlay

(f) Border Security Force

Deduct— Amount transferred to “f;'S..—— C
on Séﬁlmcs of State Trading™, apital Outlay
Total
3. §.—Works—
(a) Original Works :—

1. Police

Grand total

iti the Governor of Assam, I beg;:
Sir, to move that an additional sum of Rs 9,98,909 be granted to the Minister-in-

h will come in the course of payment during
1951, for the administration of the head

Rs.
78,33,200

- 49,289

19,585
5,89,344
4,461

6,62,679
(—)31,961

—_—

6,30,718

— e e ——

3,000

S 28:460 ¢+ -

10,738
6,082

8,500
486,000
(-)86,000

2,61,265

- 1(~=)2,61,365

51,780

3,136,411,

9,98,909
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Details may be seen at Appendix (a). .

Out of the above amount of Rs.9,98,909 the following expenditures being of
immediate nature have been met by advance from the -Contingency Fund :—

B—District Executive Force—
(a) District Police :—

Rs.

1. Pay of Establishment ... 28,592

2. Allowances and Honoraria 7,670

3. Contingencies 1,623
Total 37,885

G.—Criminal Investigation Department—
(a) C.I.D. (Proper)—

1. Pay of Officers : 3,000

2. Pay of Establishment ... 16,644

3. Allowances and Honoraria e 8,337

4. Contingencies ... 5,171
Total 33,752

No.10

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA to move :—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir,
to move that a sum of Rs.9,15,865 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray
certain charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending
the 31st March, 1951, for the administration of the head ¢37.—Education’.

Rs.
I.—Grant or‘iginally voted bY the Assembly . 1,46,?9,800
I1.—Sub-heads under whicl i !
S e ich the Supplementary grant wiil be

A.—Grants to the Gauhatj University ... 5,00,000
F .-—th%e;rr(gﬁ?:t Secondary Schools—(b)—Secondafy Sctho]s - 7,200
G.—Direct grants to NOn-Government Secondary Schools ... . 5,000
H.—Grants to Local Bodies for Secondary Schools e 38,280
L.—Grants to Assam Primary Education Board ... 1,36,625
O.—Government Special Schools and Colleges ... 20,000
S.—Direction o A, 3,600
U.—Scholarships 25,000
W.—Works (General) ... 4 ALY 35020

Total o e 73383725

s e e e

¢ -‘-1
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Development of Education in the Autonomous Districts.—

Rs.

F. (a) Government Secondary Schools ... 29,680
G. (a) Direct grant to Non-Government Secondary Schools 53,120
O. (a) Government Special Schools.and Colleges ... 10,600
T. (@) Inspection 30,740
U. (a) Scholarships ... 53,000
Total 1:77:140

Grand Total 9,15,865

EXPLANATORY NOTE

A.—The details will be found at Appendix (a).

F.—Due to accommodation of more pupils in the Boarding of the Pine
Mount School.

G. H. L. and O.— Details may be seen at Appendix (a).

S.—The amount is required for entertainment of Staff for compilation of the
History of Freedom Movement in accordance with Government of India’s
direction.

U.—This amount is necessary for granting scholarships in various fields of
technical and scientific training. Provision proved inadequate.

W.—Provision is required for reconstruction of the storm damaged buildings
of the Government High School at Tura.

Development Schemes in Autonomous Districts.—The above provision is required
for financing the Development Schemes in the Autonomous Districts. The expen-
diture will be met from the Grants-in-aid which will be given by the Government
of India, under clause (b) of the Second Proviso to Article 275 (1) of the Coustitu-
tion.

No.11
The Hon’ble Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY to move :—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor ot Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that an additional sum of Rs.1,22,700 (Rupees one lakh twenty-
two thousand and seven hundred), only be granted to the Minister-in-charge to
defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment during the year
ending the 31st March, 1951,for the administration of the head—¢*38,—Medical’".

Rs.
I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly 39,40,100
11.—Sub-heads under which this Supplementary
grant will be accounted for :—
C.—Grants for Medical purposes ... 42,000

———

Total 00 42>00

o e e e



814 APPENDIX [30TH SEP.

(Development Schemes in the Autonomous Districts)— ¢
B.—Hospitals and Dispensaries :— Rs.
(a) (i) Ordinary Dispensaries 52,600
(b) Travelling Dispensaries 20,400
(d) Leprosy Survey, etc. 6,500

D.—Medical Schools and Colleges=—
(6) Medical Schools.

3. Allowances and honoraria 1,200
Total 80,700
Grand Total 1,22,700

EXPLANATORY NOTES

C.—Of this amount, Rs.2,000 was advanced from Contingency Fund for

granting relief to the Sreemanta Sankar Mission, Eye Reliet Society. For details
of Rs.40,000 please see Appendix (a).

Development schemes—Provision is required to finance the development
schemes in the Autonomous Districts out of the grants-in-aid which will be

given by Government of India under clause (b) of the second proviso to Article
275 (1) of the Constitution.

No. 12

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY to move :—

On the recommendation
Sir, to move that a sum of Rs
defray certain charges which

of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
-3,81,733 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to
will come in the course of payment during the year

- 1 2 -
Elgﬁﬁ’?.l“ March, 1951, for the administration of the head—“39.—Public
Rs.
I.—Grant original]
II.—Sub-head unde¥ :’v%t;:% by the Assembly 21,50,900

will be accounteq f‘or__th‘3 Supplementary grant

B.—Grants for Publjc H

C. (A)—Epidemic Disea:;g]_ FRiPoses 2,50,000
(b) Other epidemics ___

E.—Pasteur Institute ?’ggg

7 —Works— Origj X

F (x)tl;e;t. Original works by Public Works Depart- 1,19.000

Grand Total 3,81,733

—— e

<
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EXPLANATORY NOTES
B & C (A) (6)—Details may be seen at Appendix A.

The expenditure under these items being of an unforeseen and immediate
nature has been met by advance from the Countingency Fund.

E.—The indent for a Cochran Vertical Boiler was placed in 1948, but the
firm could not send it in 1949-50 due to transport difficulty. : f

As no information from the firm as to their ability to supply . t'he boiler in
1950-51 was received in time, no provision could be made in the criginal budget.
The firm has despatched the boiler and hence the provision is required to meet
the cost.

F.—The details may be seen at Appendix (a) at pages 59-60.

No. 13
The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS to move :—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that an additional sum of Rs. 6,72,250 be granted to the Minister-
in-charge to defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment
during the year ending the 31st March, 1951, for administration of the head
“40.— Agriculture’.

Rs.

1.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly ... 52,86,300

II.—Sub-heads under which the additional grant will be

accounted for :-—
B. (¢)—Superintendence—
Development of Agriculture in Autonomous Districts— ‘
1. Pay of Officers 1,000
2. Pay of Establishment 12,080
3. Allowances and Honoraria 13,680
4. Contingencies 43,930
Total ... _70,65
D. Agricultural Experiments and Research—
(1) Scheme for the Development of Village Food
Production Centres (Food Bonus Scheme)—
(¢) Additional Minor Irrigation Scheme .. 5,000
(f) Pl.ant P.rot.ection Scheme e 2,00,800
(¢) Prize Distribution Scheme 60,000
(k) Crop Cutting Experiment Scheme 37,000
() Assessment of the result of the Grow-More-Food 12,500
Scheme.

Tlotaltees 3,15,300

—— e e
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F.—Agriculiural Education— Rs.
(I)(a) Training of Students in Agricultural Colleges ... - 1,500
(¢) Scheme for training in Fruit Preservation 4,800
Deduct—Recovery from the Indian Council of Agricultural (—)4,800
Research.
(IT)(2) Grants-in-aid—Training Cost for further education 1,950
of Ex-Service Perscnnel.
Total ... 3,450
H.— Agricultural Demonstration and Propaganda—
(8) Agricultural Demonstration ... 20,000
(c) Jute Propaganda 17,291
Deduct—Recovery from Government of India (—)54,791

Deduct—Recovery from Culti

vators on account of sale of seeds  (—)15,000
at subsidised rate,

Total ... 27,500
K.—Works—Original Works_
(a) (i) Original Works. Intersive  Cultivation 2,01,000
Scheme (Food Bonus) .
@) (iz) Development of Agriculture in the Autono- 54,310
mous Districts,
Total ... 2,55,310
Grand Total 6,72,250
EXPLANATORY NOTE
1. Bc) and K. (a)(iv).—The R Ry : ;
L0 Provision is required to meet expenditure on
Esxla’;ﬂfgtif‘:ggmeﬁ.‘i A‘}ﬁOnOmous Districts.q The expenditure will be met
-In-aid whig ; o :
275 of the Cons tithtion. Will be given by the Government of India under Article
2. Details of .
at Appendix (g). 2 Under D(iv), F(e), H(s) and K(a) (ifi) may be seen

3. F. Agricaliyrg] Education (1) (a : ;
ibuti sradlio ). —The amount of Rs. 1,500 is necessary
ff;tcngiiingzﬁgn :?1 tthe' Agricultura] Colleges (Rs. 1,000) for 1949-50 which was
and Rs. 500 fc%r tiitg: ar;i = omisunder standing of the procedure of payment
Nutrition Section. Thgfee of an Assistant Chemist for training in Animal
inclusion of thes act was not Intimated to this Department in time for
inclusion o € amounts jp the current year’s budpet
4. (II)(b) —Provisio i gons

\ n for stipen s A
Ex-Service Personnel in AgFiCqutu,is’ Travelling Allowance, etc., for training of
mus-understanding,

Was not included in the budget through
3. H. (_b).—-The additiona] a

B . 4mount of Rs. 90.000 is necessary for Apricultural
Oft]?:(:"r?}tlieorl;uzlnetthialn?-o‘Pak‘Stan Border Areas, The Scheme!-l was Eanctioned
: 2 Y oomedlandivilic €xpenditure is being met from advance
from the Contlngency Fund. g

6. The expenditure against all jtems €xcept B(c), ( 1
T : (c), der D F.1(), H(b
and (¢) and K(“) (3") (iﬂ) _bemg of unforeseenpand'ciinr(ggdlil:tee;atS:g,has b(gt):n rrgcz
by advance from the Contmgency Fund,
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i\Io. 14
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR to move:—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, _I' beg,
Sir, to move that an additional sum of Rs.12,648 be granted to the Minister-
in-charge to defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment

during the year ending the 31st March, 1951, for the administration of the
head ¢41.—Veterinary”.

Rs.
I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly 4,88,200
II.—Sub-heads under which the supplementary grant
will be accounted for :—
41.—Veterinary—C(b)—Development Scheme—
(zii)—Establishment of Veterinary College--
Pay of officers 620
Pay of establishment 110
Contingencies 11,918
Total 12,648

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The amount is required to meet the expenditure for expansion of the
Assam Veterinary College, Gauhati. Details may be seen at Appendix (a).

No. 15
The Hon’ble Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI to move :—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that an addltgonal sum of Rs.1,27,800 be granted to the Minister-
in-charge to defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment

during the year endingthe 31st March, 1951, for the administration of the
head *“42.—Co-operation— I.—Co-operative Societies”.

Rs.
I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly 5,217,100
II.—Sub-heads under which the supplementary grant
will be accounted for;—
A{C)—Provincial Organisation (New Development
Schemes in Autonomous Districts)—
Pay of Establishment 3,636
Allowances and Honoraria 2,780

Total A(C) ... e 6,416
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B(A).—Subdivisional Organisation— -
Contingencies ...
B(B).—Regional Organisation (Development Schemes)—

Pay of Officers

Pay of Establishment

Allowance and Honoraria
Contingencies— (a)—Non—Contract Contingencies ...
() Contract Contingencies

Total B(B)

B{C).—Regional Organisation (New Development Schemes
in Autonomous Districts)—

Pay of Officers
Pay of Establishment
Allowances and Honoraria

Contingencies
Total B(C)
C(A).—Subdivisional Organisation— :
Allo;,vances and Honoraria
Contingencies
> Total C(A)

C(B).—Subdivisiona] Organisation (Development Schemes)—
Pay of Establishment

Allowances and Honoraria
Contingencies

- Total
Deduct— Amount payable by Apex Bank

Total C(B)
C(C) ~—Subdivisiona]

2 Organisation Ne Development
chemes in Autonomayg Districts()—w %
Pay of Establishmen o
Allowances and Honoraria
Contingencies
Total C(C)

GRAND TOTAL

[30TH.SEP ;

5,759
4,870
8,591
5,300

24,520

5,000
2,000

7,000

7,530
42,000
2,250

(—) 4,800

46,980

7,568
6,000
5,496

19,064

1,27,800
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

A(c), B{¢) and C(c).—Provision is necessary for new development sche-
my - in Autonomous Districts to be financed by the Government of India.
Incia’s grant-in-aid for the purpose is to be accounted for as receipt. These
involve no charge on State Revenues. :

B(A).—An additional sum of Rs.1,600 is required for payment of
house rent for the office accommodation of the Assistant Registrar of Co-
operative Societies, Auditor, 2 Inspectors, 1 Deputy Auditor and 4 Assistant
Auditors at Gauhati where no Government building is available for the
purpose. This is for Non-Tribal Areas.

B(B).—An additional sum of Rs.22,220 is necessary for continuance of the
" post of Assistant Registrar and Auditor of Co-operative Societies and their

Staff in Tribal Areas. These posts and other connected expenditure was
not provided for as a measure of retrenchment but subsequently it has been found
gll‘:;lt)the posts are necessary. This is for Tribal Areas (Khasi and Jaintia

ills).

C(A).—An additional amount of Rs.7,000 will be required for expen-
diture in connection with allowances and honoraria and contingencies as the
provision in the Budget is not adequate for the purpose. This is for Non-
Tribal Areas.

C(B).—1. An additional sum of Rs.7,530 is required for the staff of
Assistant Registrar and Auditor of Co-operative Societies. No provision was
made for the purpose in the budget as a measure of economy but the posts have
been found to be indispensable. This is for Tribal Arcas (Khasi and Jaintia
Hills).

2. Additional amounts of Rs.40,000 and Rs.2,000 for Allowances and
honoraria and™ Contingencies in the Non-Tribal Areas and Rs.2,000 and
Rs.250 for Allowances and Honoraria and Contingencies for Tribal Areas
(for Khasi and Jaintia Hillsj are necessary. The budget provision has been
found to be inadequate for the purpose of extensive touring required of the
officers.

A sum of Rs.4,800 is recoverable on account of pay and allowances of
Branch Manager of the Apex Bank, initially paid from State Revenues.

No.16
The Hon’ble Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI to move :—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that an additional sum of Rs.9,974, be granted to the Minister-
in-charge to defray certain charges which will come in the course of pay-
ment during the year ending the 31st March, 1951, for the administration of the
Head ¢42—Co-operation II—Rural Development®”.

‘ Rs.
I.—Graiit originally voted by the Assembly - 5,02,100

Il.—Sub-heads under which the supplementary grant will be accounted

for :—
C(B)—Subdivisional Organisation {Development Schemes)
Rs.
1. Pay of Officers ; 154
2. Contingencies 6,220

Total C(B) ; 6,374
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E(B).—Training Organisation (Development Schemes)—
1I.—Rural Polytechnic—

RS. T
Pay of Establishment 2,400:77
Allcwances and Honoraria 600 ¥
Contingencies ... 600
Total E(B) 3,600
Grand Total 9,974

EXPLANATORY NOTE

C(B)1l.—For arear pay of one Development Officer retrenched and
not provided for., The expenditure is for the Lushai Hills,
~ C(B)2.—For payment of House rent, the budget provision made proving
inadequate. Out of Rs.6,220, Rs.1.620 is for United Khasi-Jaintia Hills
and Rs.4,600 for Non-Tribal Areac,

E(B).—No provision was made for the Joysagar Rural Polytechnic as it
was decided to abolish the institution. But later on it has been decided
tAo retain it as a Government Institute, - The expenditure is for Non-Tribal

reas,

No.17
ghe Son,b]c Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI to move i—

: n the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
i:f,}:o move that an additi(_)nal sum of Rs.1,5¥,378, be granted to the Minister-
dufinargfh SR Lcertain charges which will come in the course of payment
head g‘43 : )icztir ending the 81st March, 1951, for the administration of<the

-~ ndustries and Supplies—I—Sericulture and Weaving’’.
igi Rs.
I%'“—S(E;lr}??lte;é“lgm;lly vl(l)ted by the Assembly 5,09,800
S under which th - .
will be accounted I‘:i-lz__e supplementary grant

A(B).—Provincial organisat; 9y
Pay of Establighr?:g:lttmn (D“e'velopmf:.r? ; SCherf].f.:S) 3,230
B(B).—Regional Organisation (Development Schemes)—
Pay of Establishment : 2,910
D{A).—Rural Organisation— ;
Pay of Establishment ' 918
E(A).—Training Organisation—

1. Scheme for rearing foreign races of silk worms in Hill

Station—

{1) Contingencies

(2) Works ... 4,500

: ‘ 10,000

2. Scheme f o . 14,500

Cultivat?on—ir experimental research in mulbery :

1. Pay of Establishment < o

2. Allowances and Honoraria 9 999

3. Contingencies E

4, Works i 2,666

¢ 2,000
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3. Institute for development of dying and bleaching— Rs.
1. Pay of Establishment 2,544
2. Allowances and Honoraria ... : 1,129
3. Contingencies 12,019
4. Works 6,000
21,602

4. Establishment of a Weaving Training Classes in
Abor Hills District—

1. Pay of Establishment 889
2. Allowances and Honoraria ... 675
3. Contingencies g 1,900

el " 3.464

5. Establishment of Weaving Training Classes in Bali-
para Frontier Tract

1. Pay of Establishment 889
2. Allowances and Honoraria ... 675
3. Contingencies 1,900
3,464
E(C).—Training Organisation (New Development 95,000
Schemes in Autonomous Districts).
F(A).—Grant-in-aid—Contribution to Local Bodies for 6,700
Research Marketing and Designing.
Grand Total 1,57,378

EXPLANATORY NOTE

A(B), B(B) and D(A).—Some posts which were not provided for in the
Budget as a measure of economy had to be retained in the interest of work.

Hence the excess. Items A(B) and B(B) relate to non=Tribal Areas and item
D(A) to Tribal Areas, Naga Hills. :

E(A)l to 5 and F(A).—These Schemes have been taken up against correspon-
ding grant from the Centre sanctioned after the framing of the Budget Estimate.
Hence provision by Supplementary Demand. These do not cause extra cost to
State Government but are covered by Centre’s grant which is being accounted
for as receipts. Item E{A),1 relate to Unitad Khasi-Jaintia Hills, item E(A) 2
and 3 to Non-Tribal Areas, item E(A) 4 and 5 to Abor Hills and Balipara Fron-
tier Tract and item F(A) to Non-Tribal Areas,

Items E(A) 1 to 5 and F(A).—being unforeseen items, expenditure by ad-
vances from the Contingency Fund was sanctioned.,

E(C).—Provision 1s necessary for new Development Schemes in Autonomous
Districts to be financed by the Government of India. India’s grant-in-aid for the
purpose is to be accounted for as receipt. This involves no charge on the
Sate Revenues.
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No. 18.
The Hon’ble Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI to move —

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that an additional‘sum of Rs.1,51,239 be granted to the Minister-
in-charge to defray cartain charges which will come in the cou
during the year ending the 31st March, 1951, for the administration of the head

“43.—Industries and Supplies—II—Cottage Indutries.’’

I.—Grants o.riginally voted by the Assembly ...

II.—Sub-heads under which the Supplementary Grant

will be accounted for :—
A(A).—Provincial Organisation—
1. Pay of Officers...

2. Pay ol Establishment
. Allowances and Honorarja
4. Contingencies

W

A(B).—Provincial Organisation—
1. Pay of Officer ..

B(B).—Regional Organisation_
1. Pay of Officer
2. Allowances and Honorarig

E{C).—Trainin

Schemg Organisation (New Development

€S In Autonomoyg Districts)

Grant Total ...

EXPLANATORY NOTE
A(A).—The additio

] nal amountg d : e
endit nder A(A), 1, 2 and 3 are required to meet
e b Posts of Deputy Director ’of Cottage Industries and his

Orderlies for whom no
retrenchment but subsequ
with presently. The additiong] amo
a measure of economy hu (he Provisi

All these additiona] su

A(B) and B(B)'”“Rupees_z;,gﬁ
of last financial year heing pay of da,;;‘ii{s.
ed during that year. These are for N0n1:g

Provision vy
ently it tran

ms are for Non-Tribal Areas.

ed personnel whic
i Tribal Areas.
E(C).—Provision is necessary for

B New Development Schemes in Autonomous
Districts to be financed by the Governmeng of Incflaia. India’s grant-in-aid for the

purpose is to be accounted for g5 receipt. This
Revenues.

[30TH SEP.

course of payment

Rs.
22,900

8,912

2,300
4,760
700

16,672

4006

406

1,34,000

1,51,239

as made in the Budget asa measure of
spired that the posts cannot be dispensed
unt under A(A)4 is due to less provision as
on has proved insufficient.

161 are required to meet the liahilities
h could not he adjust-

involves no charge on the State

&
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No. 19

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS to move :—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor 9[‘ Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that a sum of Rs.1,00,000 be granted to the Mmlstcr?m-charge to
defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment during the year

ending 31st March 1951, for the administration of the hecad ¢4 7—Miscellaneous
Departments.”

Rs.
I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly 3,20,400
I.—Sub-head under which the Supplementary
grant will be accounted for :—
B.(i{)—Labour ... 1,00,000

EXPLANATORY NOTES
Details may be seen at Appendix (a).

The expenditure being of an unforeseen and immediate nature has been
met from Contingency Fund. -

No. 20
The Hon’ble Shri RAMNATH DAS to move:—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that an additional sum of Rs.25,77,547 (Twenty-five lakhs, seventy-
seven thousand, five hundred and forty-seven) only be granted to the Minister-in-
charge to defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment during
the year ending the 31st March, 1951, for the administration of the head—
¢50—Civil Works”,

Rs.
I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly ... 1,87,28,200

I1.—Sub-head under which the supplementary grant will be accounted for :-—
A.—Original Works—(a) Buildings—Voted -

General Administration I;;;OOO
Education 53,000
Medical . 1,20,000
Ditto—Post-War 85,000
Veterinary 35,000
Supply godowns 4,73,000
Deduct—Amount transferred to ‘85-A, etc.’ ... ot 40734000
[Vioted i B _m-:—oaa

Total A—(a) Buildings
| Post-War... 85,000



824 APPENDIX ; [30TH SkP.

() Communications— Rs..
5. Petrol Tax Projscts—ordinary ... 14,98,547
8. Cess (Procurement) Projects 7,00,000
Deductt—,Amount transferred  to “85A-—Capital outlay, —7,00,000

etc.”’

Total A—(b) Communi;ations—-\fotcd —171;;8;;;
D.—Grants-in-aid for Cominunications —F“?d,a]m
Grand Total ... e 25,71,547

EXPLANATORY NOTE

A.—Original Works—(g) Buildings—
General Administration, Education, Medical—

The provision is required to meet the cost of development schemes in Autono-
mous districts as per Schedule attached for which Government of India will pay

i_:__{_rants under clause (b) of the second proviso to Article 275 (1) of the Constitu-
ion.

Medical— Post- Weay— . , A
Non-trfb:;laareag:ﬁ il details may be scen at Appendix (). This is for

Vil o 2

lgso-selt.sjrm%{gés al{\}!; Exﬁwsmn ﬂ_;r this amount was made in the original Buglget f'_or

the Assam Veterinar Csll[”CCIuIrcq f'or_ the construction of the Hostel Buildings -in

o Gauhyt‘ olleze which is urgently required with the expansion of
atl.  For detajls Please see Appendix (a).

Supply Godowns.—Th - :
purpose. SUbschently,iP?}?gﬁt for 1950-51 did not provide anything for this

to construct godowns for stopgen - 20CC of Government of India, it was decided
The amount will be originall;lgbeoocllfgoodg(i'ains in different centres of the province.
€d under ‘50—, W.”.

Deduct—amount trans err
7 4 ed io “85., . ATaeh
exhibit the adjustment 1-1’; " ‘?85 gi A(_,‘: ;;fi.ts;.l_;zﬁis dCdU(i,t provision is necessary to
ay, ete.
(b) Communications—
dix A of the schedule,

8. Cess Procuren 5 . ‘
and paddy for ";’hl_che";fof);q;ec{s,‘-_for‘ the purpose of better procurement of rice
e A tlhguwssmn €XIStS in the original budget, it has been decided
ment. The expenditure wililll;glyir]ifip Elllrtrgenli under the Public Works Depart-

1ai 2 Q a 0 ) » g
duct provision is being made to exhibit { 5 2 gd under ¢“50 C.XV. and a plc
outlay, etc. adjustment under ‘“85A—Capital

Pet : .
SlSTax P Tojects,—The details are furnished at Appen-

This being an item of unforeseen expe;ldiDemils may be seen at Appendix (a).

from an advance of Rs.5,00,000 from theture’ it was agreed to for being financed

being provided by direct Supplementary Dglzztliggency Fund and the balance is
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No.21
The Hon’ble Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI to move :—
On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that an additional sum of Rs.10,75,000 be granted to the Minister-in-

charge to defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment during
the year ending the 31st March 1951, for the Administration of the head--

€“54-A.-—Famine Relief’’.

¢¢54-B—T'ransfer to Femine Relief Fund™.

0 RistRess
I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly g we 2,110,000
II.—Sub-head under which the supplementary grant
will be accounted for :(—
54-A—(b) Gratuitous Relief ... 10,75,000
Total ... 10,75,000

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The excess is due to the grant of relief to the people affected by earthquake,
flood and other calamities.

This being an unforeseen expenditure an advance of Rs.75,000 was
sanctioned from the Contingency Fund.

No.22
The Hon’ble Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA to move :—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor o Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that an additional sum of Rs. 69,000, be granted to the Minister-
in-charge to defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment
during the year ending the 31st March, 1951, for the administration of the Head
¢56—>Stationery and Printing”’,

Rs.
I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly 8,18,400
II.—Sub-head under which the Supplementary grant
will be accounted for:—
Rs.
1I.—Printing.—
D.—Government Press 69,000

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Out of this amount Rs. 50,000 was provided during the year 1949-50, for
purchase of one Linotype Machine. Due to transport difficulties the Machine
had not arrived within the year. Accordingly the sum provided for the pur-
pose during that year was surrendered for revival of the grant in the current
financial year. The Machine had arrived and was installed in the Press. This
expenditure being of an unforeseen nature has been met by advance from the
Contingency Fund. :

The balance of Rs. 19,000 is partly for payment of arrear overtime allowance
paid o mdu_stnal workers and a:ISO partly for allowance for working extra
hours for execution of urgent work in stipulated time,
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No.23
The Hon’ble Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI to move :(—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that an additional sum of Rs. 1,39,097 be granted to the Minister-
in-charge to defray certain charges which will come in the course o_f payment
during the year ending the 31st March, 1951, for the Administration of the
head ‘‘57—Miscellaneous®. :

Rs.
I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly Sl 112,220,100
1I.—Sub-head under which the supplementary grant
will be accounted for :—'
Rs.
A. Expenditure on account of State Prisoners and 5,539
Detenus.
D. Special Commission of Enquiry 96,405
Deduci—Recoverics from the Government of India -—86,905
K. (e)—Miscellaneous and Unforeseen Charges—4— 1,24,058
Misce llaneous—Charges.
N.—Expenditure on Refugces :— R
5.
(A) Relief—
(a) Establishment Charges 1,43,500
() Reception 1,830,000
(¢) Food, Clothing, etc. 7,50,000
(d) Movements and dispersals of displaced persons 6,00,000
(¢) Education of displaced children in camps 5,000
(f) Home' for displaced un-attached women and 3,00,000
their dependents,
() Cash doles 3,75,000
(h) Rﬁ_lle‘f to Indian Muslims—Indian Muslims who 1,75,000
inzlglatcd to Pakistan and who are now return-
(1) Miscellaneous T T, 2,00,000
T()tzll Rclief e 2?3283500
(B) Rehabilitation— o
i Rs.
sta .1shmcnt Charges 1,23,000
Eb) Ylvocatlonal training 36,000
(;)) E(;Jl'k C.-f:ntres and work Schemes ... 2,00,000
s ;chatlon lf'l‘eeships and Stipends ... 4,16,000
. rr an housing schemes s 18,60,000
‘0 18343 L
) Miz::]?“‘mmn/acqumL10n of Agricultural lands 10,00,000
8 gees?ﬁms (expenditure on census of Refu- 10,000
other unforeseen charges).
Total Rehabilitation 36,45,000
Deduct—R ecoveries from the Government of India...  —63,73,500

Total 1,39,097
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

. A.—Thisamount is required for the treatment of the wife of one State
Prisoner Mr. Zaphu Phezo.

: D.—An amount of Rs.86,905 will be required in connection with the work-
ing of the Minority Commission and the District Minority Boards and the Assam
Commission of Enquiry which are required to be set up in accordance with Inde-
Pakistan pact (out of this amount a sum of Rs.2,000 was advanced from the
Contingency Fund to enable the Minority Commission to start functioning).
Another sum of Rs.9,500 will be required for meeting expenditure to be incurred
in connection with the Boundary Commissions already set up and proposed to be
set up for demarcating the boundaries of the Autonomous districts, vide Paragraph
14 of Sixth Schedule. The expenditure in connection with the Minority Com-
mission and the Assam Commission of Enquiry will be borne by the Goyvernment
of India, hence the deduct provision.

. K.—(a)—4.—(Rupees 1,21,778) due- to purchase and resumption of some
buildings, viz., ‘Edge Hill’, ‘Meath Home’, ‘Stony Land’ and ‘Benmore’ with fur-
niture and land for accommodation of officers and offices. Hon’ble Shri Gopinath
Bardoloi, late Chiet Minister died on the 5th August 1950, and his funeral was
considered to be a State funeral and hence the expenditure of Rs.280 and also as a
mark of respect to the memory of the departed it was considered necessary to
make a grant of Rs.2,000 to the wife of? late Shri Bardoloi for defraying the
expenses of the Sradha ceremony of her illustrious husband.

In the absence of Budget provision for the purpose and this being an unfore-
seen item of expenditure an advance of Rs.2,280 was sanctioned from the Con-
tingency Fund.

N.—The Budget Estimate of Relief and Rehabilitation Department for the
current year was prepared at a time when the exodus of new refugees continuing
from January 1950 from East Pakistan to this State could not be anticipated and
provided for. As a result, neither the heads nor the provisions made thereunder
are appropriate or adequate to suit the requirements of the altered conditions,
With a view to making necessary provision for funds to meet the expenditure of
the Department, the present demand is laid under different sub-heads as prescrib-
ed by the Government of India who have signified their intention to reimburse
almost the entire expenditure on this account in this State owing to our straiten-
ed circumstances. Formal orders are however still awaited. In the absence of
accurate data as regards the refugees position in this State and past actual the
proposals are made on the following basis :—

(a) Hindu Refugees.—Out of the 1,20,000 <“Old” refugees as per census of
Rufugees in July 1949 (of whom 55,000 were in Cachar and 65,000 in Assam
Valley) and the 3,90,000 ‘‘New’’ refugees who have so far come to Assam (of
whom nearly 2 lakhs are in Cachar and the rest in Assam Valley) it has been
decided that during the year 1950-51 }'&ssam Goyernrnent would rehabilitate
about 1,25,000.

It is calculated that this 1,25,000 refugees come under the following cate=
gories i—
< Agriculturists 12,000 families.
Rural non-agriculturists 11,000 '
Urban non-agriculturists :—
1,500 Lower classes s ) :
400 Lower Middle classes ... e 72,000
100 Middle classes

')

Total—25,000 families or 1,25,000 persons (approximately).
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It is expected that all the urban families and about 10,000 families among the
23,000 rural families would require State help in rehabilitation.

(b) Indian Muslim migrants.—It is presumed that about 1,00,000 of the Musl.im
migrants are likely to return of whom 50 per cent. or 10,000 families may require
State aid in rehabilitation.

The major portion of this help from the State will be in the shape of repay-
able loans for which provision has been made under the Major head ‘‘Loans and
Advances by Provincial Government—Loans to Refugees’’.

It may be added here that the expenditure on ¢*OIld” and ‘“New’’ refugees
in Cachar District up to the 1st May, 1950, on which date the Union Govern-
ment took over charge of Relief and Rehabilitation work in that District, has
been included in this demand.

In addition to the above the following explanations are given for provi-
sion made under each sub-head.—
!

(A) Religf—(a) Half the cost of Headquarters staff including the staff of
the Relief and Rehabilitation Commissioner’s Office and the District staff and
full cost of Camp staff.

(b) Cost of construction of hutments in district Headquarters in the State
where refugees assembled and are retained before their rehabilitation.

(¢) = Provision for 10,000 refugees for first 3 months and another 5,000 for 9
months before their permanent rehabilitation.

(d) Charges for movements of refugees from border to reception camps
and therefrom to the rehabilitation centre. It also provides for the expenditure

on return of such refugees as desire to go back to their original homes in
Pakistan. '

_ (¢) A small amount has been provided for education of children in camps
before their dispersal to rehabilitation centres.

(f) Maintenance charges of 300 destitute women with their dependants,

- - (13 3 + i1 i 7
in the proposed “Home” in Nowgong, Gauhati and Dhubri including cost of
construction of buildings, and implements for trainine

. =

(§)t Cash doles have been provided for the first two weeks in the rehabilita=
centres as well as for those who are returning to Pakistan,

~ (h) TFeeding and Trans
time of the disturbances
Muslims returning

tion

port charg_es of Muslims who left the State at tI_lC
L and gratuitous relief in deserving cases of India
itom  Pakistan after the Indo-Pakistan Pact.

o) < Toap :
sub-h(e)ad :_e expenditure  upder following  items is provided under this

o

- Rs
(i) Medical and sanit

ation charges i 1,00,000
(i) Vocati.onal Training in Camps 10,000
(¢12) Cremation, etc., in Camps . 4>b,000
(1) Other unforeseen charges 50,000

e e e

2,00,000

=
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(B) Rehabilitation.—{a) The ther half of the cost of Headquarters staff and
District and entire cost of Rehabilitation staff has been provided under this
sub=head.

() The cost of training of 100 refugee students with a stipend of Rs.30
per mensem has been provided.

(¢) It includes the cost of buildings, equipment, stipends, staff, etc.

(d) Probable cost under following heads has been provided:—(z) For
subsidising existing lower primary schools and starting of new lower
primary schools for education of refugees children, (ii) f{ree studentship in
Secondary and High School classes and (i#i) stipends to students in technical
and non-technical Collegiate courses.

(¢) Under the urban housing scheme provision has been made for
Rs.18,60,000 for acquisition and development of suitable sites in and near district
and subdivisional towns for provision of 1,500 houses for rehabilitation of urban
refugees in receipt of house construction loans.

(f) Provision has been made for Rs.10,00,000 on account of the cost of
acquisition of land for resettlement of agricultural refugees in rural areas in
case Sarkari land is not available free of cost.- '

(¢) A sum of Rs.10,000 has been provided for expenditure on census of
“New” displaced persons and unforeseen charges. -

The entire expenditure on Relief and Rehabilitation is to be borne by the
Government of India. Hence the total amount of the demand for the purpose
has been shown wunder the “‘Deduct Recoveries from the Governmept of
India®.

No. 24

The Hon’ble Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS to move: —

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor ol Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that a sum of Rs.2,20,000 be granted to the Minister-in-chage to
defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment during th year
ending the 31st March 1951 for the administration of head “72.—Capital Outlay
on Industrial Development . :

Rs.
I.—Grant originally voted by the Ass: mbly 21,100
IT.—Sub-head under which the Supplementary Grant
will be accounted for :—
H.—Development of Fisheries—
(@) Commercial-Cum-Demonstration Fish Farms
(6 numbers) ... 2,07,000
(b) Fingerling Collecting Centres (2 numbers).., 7,800
(¢) Spawn and Fry Collecting Centres (2 num-
bers) 10,200
Grand total 2,25,000
Deduct—Recovery on account of Sale Proceeds of Seeds
under (b and (¢) w.  (—)5,000
2,20,000

——

EXPLANATORY NO1ES

Tetails may be seen at Appendix (a).
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No. 25

’

The Hon’ble Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI to move .—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sill‘:
to move that an additional sum of Rs. 10,00,000 be granted to the Mlmsctler-_n
charge to defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment during

the year ending the 31st March 1951, for the administration of the head—“Loans
and Advances”,

Rs.
I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly 208000
IT.—Sub-head under which the Supplementary Grant
will be accounted for :—
B —TLoans and Advances by the Provincial Govern-
ment—Advances to Cultjvators 1000800

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The amount ask
loan and loan for pu
recent earthquake,
ture, an ad

- - d
ed for is required for grant of cattle loan, paddy loan, see
rchase of implements, etc » to people suffering from aﬁ‘easd?-f-
floods and other disasters. ~ This being an unforeseen C):ipcn
vance of Rs. 2,80,000 was sanctioned from the Contingency Fund.

Statement showing by major heads the amounts of Supplementary Grant

which the Assembly are asked to vote in the present Session
K
e
Grant ;:-_ |
originally = A g
srant ! G
HEsds V(X:szn]:)l;i;he asked for in Grant as 1t %Q Remarks
and authen-  present  will finally E 5
ticated by Session stand 68
His .-E-!J ‘é
Excellency E
= (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
Rs, : Rs. Rs. Rs.
4.—Taxes on Ineg :
Corporation Tay, T than 46,700 3,500 50,200 1
7.—Land Revenue :
' 30,68,200 3,500  30,71,700 2

10.—Forest

36,38,500 2,02,600  38,41,100 3
13.—Other Taxes and Duties 2,18,600 19,751 2,38,351 4
1B-B.—gi‘]_f;%ztgo‘%or%zbankment and 23,69,900 7,35,000  31,04,900 5
25.—General Administration 61,15,200 52,600  61,67,800 6

27.—Administration Of JUStiCC 9,39,200 84,550 10,23'750 7




mentary Demand

Number of Supple-

~
(23]
~—

10
11
12
13

14

15

16

17
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24
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Grant
originally
voted by the Grant :
Heads Assembly asked for in Grant as it
and authen- present will finally
ticated by Session stand
His
Excellency
(1) (2) (3) (4)
Rs. Rs. Rs.
28.—Jails and Convict Settlement .. 14,27,500 87,673  15,15,173
29.—Police 5 3 .. 178,33,200 9,98,909  88,32,109
37.—Education a0 oo 1,46,79,800 9,15,865 1,55,95,665
38.— Medical  ,, 55 .. 39,40,100 1,22,700  40,62,800
39.—Public Health g - 21,50,900 3,81,733 25,32,633
40.—Agriculture . . v o 52,86,300 6,72,250  59,58,650
41.—Vctcrinary £ o 4,88,200 12,648 5,00,848
42.—Co-operation—
I.—Co-operative Societies 5,27,100 1,27,800 6,54,900
‘II.—Rural Development o 5,02,100 9,974 5,12,074
43.—Industries and Supplies—
I.—Sericulture and Weaving.. 5,09,800 1,57,378 6,67,178
IT.—Cottage Industries 22,900 1,51,239 1,74,139
47.—Miscellaneous Departments 3,20,400 1,00,000 40,400
50.—Civil Works (excluding Tools 1,87,28,200  25,77,547 2,13,05,747
and Plant and Establish-
ment).
Civil Works (Tools and Plant
and Establishment).
54-A.—Famine Relief <)
L 2,10,000 10,75,000 12,.85,000
54.B.—Transfer to Famine Relief |
Fund.
56.—Stationery and Printing 8,18,400 69,000 8,87,400
57.—Miscellaneous 4 1,12,22,100 1,39,097 1,13,61,197
72.—Capital Outlay on Industrial 21,100 2,20,000 2,41,100
Development.
Loans and advances bearing 2,58,68,000  10,00,000 2,68,68,000
and not bearing, interest,
Grand total . 11,00,52,400

99,20,314 12,08,72,714

831
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ENDITURE
SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT OF EXP
CHARGED ON THE CONSOLIDATED FUND OF THE
STATE DURING 1950-51 LAID BEFORE THE
ASSEMBLY

(To be discussed by the Assembly on the 5th October 1950)
No.1

25.—General Administration (Charged)

Rs.
Amount originally included in the Appropriation 6,07,100
Act.
I.—Additional amount now required LU
IT.—Sub-heads under which the Additional Grant will be
accounted for :—
F.—Secretariat Staff of Governor {Charged)—
1. Pay of Officers 9,100
2. Pay of Establishment ... 17,800
3. Allowances and Honoraria 7,100_
34,000

EXPLANATORY NOTE

1. Due to the creation of the post of Secretary for Tribal Areas.

2. Due to th

g € creation of g
the Secretariat fo

i i i rk in
; ome posts in connection with Reforms Wo
I implementj

ng the provisions of the Sixth Schedule.

3. Due to drawa] of Dear ] Allowance by the staff
i ness Allowance and Winter Allo : SR T
E:?J;&ngi?ve and also for Travelling Allowance in eennection With

Statement showing p Mas lementary
Statement of Expem){it aJor Heads the Amounts of Supp

ure Charged on the Consolidated Fund of the

State during the year 1950-51
it will
Amount included Additional amount Amount as it wi
Head in the A n(l)w required ﬁnally stand
Appmpriation
ct
Rs, Rs. Ks.

25 —General Administration 6,07,100 34,000 6,41,100
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Statement showing the Expenditure of the Fisheries Loan Schemes for
three years from 1950-51

1. Commercial cum Demonstration Fish
Farms—6 Nos.

_ Total

2. Fingerling Collecting Centres—2 Nos,

Total e
3. Spawn and Fry Collecting Centres—

2 Nos.

Total k%

Grand Total

A.G.P. (L.A) N0.125/50—118-}-2—29-11-1950,

1950-51
1951-52

1952-53

1950-51
1951-52
1952-53

1950-51
1951-52

1952-53

Non- Recurring Total Receipts
recurring
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs,
1,56,000 51,000 2,07,000 Nil
74,000 33,214 1,07,214 3,100
60,000 35,000 95,000 25,000
2,90,000 1,19,214 4,09,214 28,100
Nil 7,800 7,800 4,000
7,000 10,196 18,096 14,000
12,726 8,225 20,951 15,000
20,626 26,221 46,847 33,000
Nil 10,200 10,200 1,000
12,500 8,560 21,060 5,000
10,668 9,800 20,468 5,000
23,108 28,560 51,728 11,000
3,33,794 1,73,995 5,07,789 72,100




