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Proceedings of the Second Session of the Assam Legisiative Assembly
assembled under the Sovereign Democratic Republican Constitutioni
of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10 oM., on Thurs-
day, the 28th September, 1950. R
‘ PRESENT: : ‘

The Hon’ble Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, thé seven
Hon’ble Ministers and forty-eight Members. L ’ :

Oath of Allegiance to the Constitution of India

The following Member was sworn in under the Constitution of Ir;dia —
Moulana Md. Mufazzal Hussain.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
' UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

- (To which answers were laid on the table)

Supply of Plain Iron Sheets and C. L. Sheets in Nowgong District for boat
construction

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH SAMADDAR asked :

1. Are Government aware— : 4
(a) That the major portion of Nowgong District is submerged by water
during the rainy season ? _
(6) That the people of the submerged areas have to maintain boats for
communication and others ? .
(¢) That there is a large demand of plain Iron Sheets and C. I. Sheets to
construct boats in those areas of Nowgong District ?
2. (a) Do Government propose to supply sufficient quantity of C. I. Sheets
and plain Iron Sheets for the purpose of boat constructions there ?
(6) Do Government propose to issue immediate instructions to the Supply
Department, Nowgong to issue G. I. Sheets and plain Iron Sheets to the people
who are in need of constructing boats ?

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA replied :

1. ((cz)—\ées, a large part of the District goes under water during floods.
)—Yes. .
(¢)—May be,
© 2. (a) & (b)—The present stock position does not permit diversion of these
materials in sufficient quantity for boat construction purposes. However, Deputy
Commissioner, Nowgong, has been instructed to help needy persons whenever
possible as desired by hon. Member.

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH SAMADDAR: May I know. Sir, from the
Hon’ble Minister whether Government is prepared to direct the De’puty’ Commis-
sioner of Nowgong to reserve a quota of G. I. Sheets for flood affected areas for
construction of boats ?

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA: No, Sir, it is not possible t0
reserve @ quota for this purpose, but as the hon. Member will find, the Deputy

Commissioner of Nowgong has already been directed to help the needy persons,
if possible, out of the quota for the District,
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National Highway from Makum Junction to Lekhapani

Mr. }. S. HARDMAN asked : :

3. Will Government be pleased to obtain and state the gexpenditure incurred
in the past two years on the maintenance of the National Highway from Makum
Junction to Lekhapani ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied : : :
3.—An expenditure of Rs.1,06,440 and Rs.47,216 was incurred during the
years 1948-49 and 1949-50 respectively for the maintenance of the road.

Mr. j.VS. HARDMAN : Wiil Government be pleased to explain the reason
for spending only Rs,47,216 for the year 1949-50 ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: What does the hon. Member
mean by his question, Sir ?

Mr. J. 8. HARDMAN: The condition of this road is extremely bad and
the reason for askiag this question was to obtain information asto whether
adequate maintenance had been carried out. We find that in the year 1948.49 a
sum over of one lakh wag spent whereas in the subseguent year, i.e., 1949-50, less
than half a lakh was spent. I wanted to know what was the cause of this reduc-
tion in expenditnre on a road whose condition is most unsatisfactory.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Sir, thisis a National Highway,
the expenditure of which is borne by the Government of India. The expenditure
is conditioned by the grant by the Government of India for maintenance of this
road. The reason for incurring more expenditure in the previous year was that
mostly the collections of gravel was done in that year, a mar-boat was provided for
the Margherita Ferryghat and extensive repair vas done to the Inspection Bunga-
low for which furniture also was provided in that year.

Mz, J. S. HARDMAN . Are Government satisfied that the condition of this
road is satisfactory at present ?

The Hon’hle Srijut RAMNATH DAS : Whatever may be the state of the
road, Sir, we have to he guided by the grant given by the Government of India
although we feel that more expenditure is to be incurred for this road. We can-
not do anything more unless the Government of India provides more money.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN - i roached the Clentral _
ment for additiona] i ﬂl;i -thils—lfga(jo?vernmen app e Central Govern

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Wehave written to the Central

Govern(rinent for more grant for maintenance of the roads, but they have not
accepted our request, Siy.

Bhanga-Kalinagar Road

Moulana MD, MUFAZZAL HUSSAIN asked :

4. (a) Isit a fact that the Bhanga-Kalinagar Road was recommended by
the Communication Board for giving communication facility to a vast area
populated by thousands, which have no communication facility at all ?

oy
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(8) Isit a fact that the construction of that road was postponed for want

of funds due to the curtailment of grants for the purpose by the Central Govern-
ment ? '

(c) Considering the difficulties of thousands, do Government propose to
make provision for the construction of that road from the Provincial general
funds, so that such a vast area may not remain unlinked for long ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :

4. (a)—The road was included in the Post-War Development Programme on
the recommendation of the Assam Road Communication Board.
(6)—Yes.

(¢)—It will be considered when the financial position of the State
Government improves.

Election of mew Goanburas
Prof. P, M. SARWAN asked :

5. In view of the fact that Panchayats are to be formed gradually in all
rural areas, do Government propose to give effect -to the desires of rural po-
pulation in regard to election of new Goanburas, wherever there is a demand 2

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Parliamentary Secretary) replied :

5.—Any representation received from the rural population in the Pan-

chayat. areas as regards the election of new Goanburas will receive due con-
sideration,

Area of land acquired by the presemt Mouzadars
Prof P. M. SARWAN asked:

6. Do Government make enquiries regarding the area of land acquired

by the present Mouzadars since their taking up office and also by what
means those lands were acquired ?

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Parliamentary Secretary) replied :

6 —No, such figures arc not collected nor are required to be collected
under any existing law.

Amalgamation of the Livestock Section of the Department of
Agriculture with the Veterinary Department,

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

7. For the sake of better and efficient administration is it in the contempla-
tion of this Government to amalgamate the Livestock Section of the Department
of Agriculture with the Veterinary Department ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

7,—The matter has been engaging the active consideration of Government.
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Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, may we know when Govern-
ment is expected to come to a final decision in regard to amalgamation of the Live-
stock Section of the Department of Agriculture with the Veterinary Department ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : No definite date
can be given now, Sir. We are collecting information from other States of India
asto what arrangements were going on there. When we hear from them and

with materials in our hands we will make a final decision.
Delimitation of Constituencies
Prof. P. M. SARWAN asked :

8. (@} Will Government be pleased tostate why there has been delay in
the publication of provisional delimitation of constituencies for the General
Election to the State Legislative Assembly of Assam in 1951 ?

~ (b) Do Government propose to take steps for the immediate publication
of the provisional delimitation of constituencies for the said election ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

8. (a)—The publication of proposals for delimitation of constituencies for
_the State Legislative Assembly is a matter which lies entirely at the discretion
of the Election Commission, India.
.. . (b)—TItis likely that the Election Commission will publish the proposals
during the month of September or early October.

North Gauhati-Hazo-Marowa-Nalbari Public Works Department Road
Srijut GAUR] KANTA TALUKDAR asked:

9. Are Government aware—

(a) That the North-Gauhati-Hazo-Marowa-Nalbari Public - Works
Department road is a very important road which connects several
thickly populated Mauzas of Nerth Kamrup with Gauhati ?

®) That this road has been neglected from a very long time and that it
is now in a most wretched condition for want of repair and the
people of these thickly populated localities are experiencing

_!mmense inconvenience specially during the rainy season ?
10. Having regard to all these facts do Government propose to undertake the

work of making the road motorable without delay and to give this road top

priority in the matter of repair ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied:
9. (a)—Yes. '

Lo léb)GGOYemmgmt have no information if the road was neglected by the
ocal Doard prior to its transfer to Public Works Department (Portion North Gau-

hati to Hajo in November 1946 and Hajo to Nalbari in February 1948).

are c: gg—iggillfgroti(: is now being maintained with the available funds. Government
: Improvement of t ; . .
out of Petrol Tax Fung, of the first portion of North Gauhati to Hajo

-
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Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Sir, do Government realise that
the portion of the road between Hazo and Marowa is in a very bad state ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: We know the condition of the
road as it is, Sir. S :

Srijut GUARI KANTA TALUKDAR: Do Government propose to spend
a portion of the Petrol Tax Fund in improving this portion of the road, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Sijut RAMNATH DAS: I have already stated, Sir, that we
are contemplating to take up one portion of the road, i.e., from North Gauhati to
Hazo out of Petrol Tax Fund, but for the other po tion, i.e., from Hazo to Nalbari,
we do not propose to take up now. ‘

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Will Government try to improve
:lhe condition of this last mentioned portion of the rcad as it is in a very bad con-
ition ? '

The Hon'ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : Yes, Sir, when fund permits.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : May we not eapect something from
the Petrol Tax Fund for the improvement of this portion of the road also P

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Not in the cutrent year, Sir.

Supply of Rice and Paddy for the town of Shillong

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH SAMADDAR  asked :

11. Will Government be pleased to state—

(4) The names of persons or firms who have been allowed to supply rice
and paddy for the town of Shillong ? ) )

(6) Whether it is a fact that very bad kind of rice mixed with paddy is
supplied for Shillong town ? ]

(c) Whether Government are aware that good quality rice and paddy are
sold in the plains districts and towns such as Gauhati, etc. ?

(d) What are the reasons for the supply of very bad quality rice at
Shillong ? ' . ,

(¢) Why serious action against those persons of firms who supply such
bad rice and paddy are not being taken ?

(/) Whether Government propose to appoint such persons or firms for
the supply of rice at Shillong who are capable of supplying good
quality rice or in the alternative supply good rice at Shillong
through Government source ?

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA replied :

11. (a)—Messrs. Ramkumar Himatsingka is the appointed rice stockist on
behe;{lf of Government and all supplies in respect of Shillong are made from that
stock.

(b)— Government have got no complaints that very bad quality rice is being
supplied to Shillong.

(¢)—Quality specifications of rice are laid down in the Assam Foodgrains
Control Order and all supplies throughout the controlled area are being made in
conformity with the standard specifications. As such it is not correct to hold that
supplies from Government stock of foodgrains could be of better quality in one
rationed area than that of another rationed area. :




- the hon. Member d

"~ such ‘nformation,

will understand

 the Hostels, Sir.,

_— R

666 © - QUESTIONS " |28rH Seer.

(d)—Does not arise
(¢)—Does not arise.

_ {f)—Sri R. K. Himatsingka is a.stockist appointed by Government and
so long he is not found to have committed any breach of the agreement, the
question of appointing another agent does not arise. ’

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH SAMADDAR : May we know, Sir, whether
the quality of rice that was supplied to the Assembly Hostel was also being
supplied to the Hon’ble Ministers ? ' ,

" "'The Hon"ble Srijut MOT‘I' RAM BORA: Certainly, Sir. “There is no

discrimination between Hon’ble Ministers and hon. Members in the matter of

supply of rice.

Shri SATINDRA MOHAN DEV : May.We know whether the Government

will inspect the rice that is being supplied to the hon. Members whether it is of
the specified standard ? ‘ .

The Hon’ble Srijuf MOTI RAM BORA: The question of inspection
does not arise, Sir, as the rice is according to the standard specified. However, if
o esires T will take up the matter into consideration and shall

do the needful.- . : ‘ o . .

Babu BIDYAPATI SINGH.»;° Will Government take it from me that
the rice that wa *

quadrupeds ? 8 being supplied to the Members’ Hostel is eatable only by

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA: No, Sif, Government have no
.y Shird SATINDRA MOHAN . Are ' ; 4 that the caterer
DEV: Are Government: aware that the ca
of the-Assembly Members* Hostel has increased the rate of catering by one rupee
per meal so that be can purchase good quality rice from the black market ?

Th ¥ .'. ) J .
in forma:ig?n gle Srijut MOTI RAM BORA : = No, Sir, Government have no

ut I submit that that question does not arise. Hon. Member
g the responsibility of his position and what he raeans.

Shri SA'HNDRA MOHAN DEV: ' But we are eating b_lack market rice in
. Are Government encouraging black-marketing there ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question does not arise.

Members of the Delimitation Committee

Mr. BINODE KUMAR j, SARWAN asked : ’
12. Will Government e pléased tov state— '
(a) The name of the members of the Delimitation Committee appointed

for delimitating the Constituencies for the State Legislature of
Assam ? , ,
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. (b) Steps they have taken so far to completé their work ?

(c) When the list showing the delimitation of Constituencies. for the next

General Election will be made public ?
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :°

12, (a)—No Delimitation Committee has been appointed by the State
Government but the Hon’ble Speaker of Parliament has set up an Advisory

Committee consisting of five members in connection with delimitation of Consti-

‘tuencies :
(6)—Does not arise.

(¢)—The publication of the proposals for delimitation of Constituencies
is a matter which lies entirely at the discretion of the Election Commission, India.

It is likely that the Commission will publish the proposals during the month of :

September or early in Qctober.

Sericultural Centres in Mikix Hills - '
Srijut KHORSING TERANG asked :

13. Will Government be pleased to state— . o
~(a) Whether there are Sericultural Centres in the Mikir Hills ?
(6) If so, how many ? : : -
- (¢) If not, why not ? ,
l.S&-ijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA A(Parﬁamenﬁry,_s“remy)
replied : N _ |
"13. (a)—VYes.
(b)—Three.
(¢)—Does not arise.

Mrs. BONILY KHONGMEN : With regard to questionx No.13(5i, the
auswer is “three”. May we know where these centres are located ?

Srijut . BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary) :

‘These centres are, at Doboka, Salona and Diphu.
Revival of the post of Commissioner
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR . asked:

14. Are  Government aware-— -

(a) That for lack of proper supervision - and

administration in districts and subdivisio

oﬂiqes of Local Bodies has got slacken
efficiency to a great extent ?

(6) That responsible persons are of o
sioner should be revived ?

(c) That the Development Commissioner who is probz:\bl‘y meant
to do this duty of supervision, cannot properly discharge

regular checking, the
NS as well as in the
ed and deteriorated in

this most important function ag he has to do many other

works ?

Neeme s e e

pinion that the post of Commis-
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15. (a) Having regard to the grounds mentioned in the above qu_estions
‘ do Government propose to revive the post of former Commissioner ?-

(8) If not, why ?
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied:

14. (a)—This is likely. .
(5)—Government are not aware of any such opinion. .
(6)—It is -unfortunate that the co-ordination in planning and develop-
ment and labour work should have claimed temporary attention of the officer
who was dealing with these matters, but this is purely temporary. As soon

as normal conditions return the Development Commissioner should be in
a position to devote more. time to inspections

15. (¢) & (b)—In view of what is_stated in reply to question No.14
(¢) and the fact that Government will soon have to take up the question

of re-organisation of the Government machinery the matter will also be con-
sidered then.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: With regard to reply to question

No.15, will Government be pleased to state what is meant by ¢‘re-organisa-
tion of the Government machinery?’’ ? '

. The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: The question of hew to
improve effeciency in the administration effectively as a whole is already under
consideration of the Government and after Government have collected all necessa-

ry materials steps will be taken to have the district. offices inspected so that the
administration could be effectively improved. '

« Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : But my question is what is meant by
re-organisation of the Government machinery” ?

. The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Government machinefy
includes district administration also. )

Nowgong-Lowkhowa-Dhurbandha Road
Babu KHAGENDRA NATH SAMADDAR asked—

16. Will Government be pleased to state—

~(4) Whether Nowgong-Lowkhowa-Dhurbandha Road is a Public Works
Department Road ? '

(b) Whether it is a fact that there have been breaches of that Road
between mile posts Nos.14 and 16 ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that boats were maintained or bamboo bridges
erected over these breaches by the Nowgong Local Board before
the Road was taken over by the Public Works Department ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that the Public Works Department did not
arrange any bridge or boat for those bridges, though strong
repres.entatlons were made by the public to arrange for the same ?

(¢) Whether itis a fact that the Lowkhowa bazar and the Lowkhowa

area are completely cut off during the rainy se: se
breaches ? 8 y seasons due to tho
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. (f) Whether Government are aware that .only Rs.50 fo. Rs1Q0 is
1. R necessary to arrange any boat -or any.- bambog __bridgt; ,oyer_ those:
@‘ o breaches ? 1oy e
(g) Whether Government are aware that the Lowkhowa pazar and- the-
locality are an important business centre and due to the negli-
. *.. - genceof the FPublic Works Department all communication an
' Wi business were closed of that area ? : il
! : (k) Whether Government propose to arrange boat or bridges over those' .
breaches and take due steps against the official responsible for
P their negligence in the matter ? -
i (1) Whether (1) the Lowkhowa-Ambagan-Silghat, (2) Samaguri-Amba-
: 1 gan, (3) Salpara-Mahabarili Roads are Public Works Depart-
4}! . ment Roads ? o
(j) Whether all those three Roads were taken over by Public Works

Department and afterwards abandoned ?

(k) Ifso, when were those roads taken over and abandoned by the
Public Works Department when and whether the Public .Works

Department did any work during the period the roads were
~ under that Department ?

L rpr -

() Whether those Roads were taken over by the Nowgong Local Board

after they were abandoned by the Public Works Department

and who are now responsible for the maintenance of thiose three
- . Roads ? '

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS replied:
16. (a)—Yes, '
tb)—Yes, there are two breaches.

. (¢)—Yes, bamboo foot bridges used to be provided by the Local Board.

(d)—No, one foot bridge in the breach at 15th mile and a diversion road
in the breach at 16th milc have been constructed. The diversion road is being
replaced by a foot bridge in the rains. C

(¢)—No, the road is fit for motor traffic upto 8th mile and cart traffic
upto 14th mile and foot traffic between 15th to 17th mile. Vehicular traffic: has
been closed from 9th to 17th mile during rains due to weak timber "bridges and
kutcha surface.

(f)—A bamboo foot bridge costs much more than Rs.100

. Two bﬁdges
have however been provided. SRR

(g)—Communication is being maintained as far as possible, side -replies.
abOVC- : R PO
(k)—Does not arise in view of replies to questions (d) and (¢) abover

(i) & (j)—Seven miles of ‘Samaguri-Ambagan Rcads upto Lailuri and
1'2 miles of Salpara-Mahabirili forming part of Samaguri-Lailuri-Salpara Road
is under Public Works Department and is being maintained. The other roads
were not taken over from the Local Board. - ' v Dl

.- ())—The above road was taken over in May 1946, on ‘which earthwork
was completed, gravelling done over 1'2 miles and 2 culverts ‘were complet
before stoppage of work in June 1949. ' S , .

()—The only road Samagurj to Lailiri-Salpara taker.over.-from: Eocdl
Board is be,i.ng‘..m‘f}intai!’ed. VS S I T




'
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~ Babu KHAGENDRA NATH SAMADDAR : “The answer to question 16(d)
says that one foot bridge in the breach at 15th mile and a diversion road in the
bridge at 16th mile have been constructed. May I know from Government from
where this diversion begins and where it ends ? . :

¢ ‘The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Iam sorry I cannot give this reply
now, Sir, as this was not needed by the. Questioner at the time of putting the
question. : : : :

Price of Mustard Oil
- .,'_Siijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

17. Are Government aware— . S .

(@) That the price of mustard oil is continuing abnormally high and
the consumers are being hard-hit ? . ,

" - (b) That the prices are being arbitrarily raised without any justification ?
~138. Will Government be pleased to state— L
: {a) Whether export of mustard seeds from the State is going on ?
(6) If so, whether Government propose to move the Government of India
. ~_to ban such export ? .
.. {o) Whether import of mustard seeds into the State is possible ?
.~ . (d) Whether Government have taken any measures to. allow import of
mustard seeds in sufficient quantity with a view to ease the oil
_ scarcity ? ‘ :

(¢} What is the result of the negotiation, if any, which this' Government
proposed to hold with the Assam Oil Mills Association with a
view to induce them to bring the price of mustard oil to a' reason-

-able level as promised by ‘Government in reply to Unstarred

Question No.14(a)-(5) asked by the Questioner on the 17th March

in the last Budget Session of the Assembly (side Assembly Debates

©.. . atpages161-162) ? o o ‘ o
- (S) What_]stgps Government have taken to reduce the price of mustard

: oils ? ) ' N

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA replied:
17, (4)—Yes, ) S .
18 ((b))-—May be—as this Government have no control over pri'_ce-s.- EER
. =% \@)—No. Export of mustard seeds and mustard oil from this ' State has
been banned with effect from 15th September 1949, IR
" (5)—Does not arise, : : S ‘ .
; () ~Import of mustard-oil and mustard sceds into thi . fron i
i . - O eeds into this State from outside
i free and are being imported by private traders. S oo
o d oil ((;d)—ch. With a view to import sufficient quantity of mustard ‘seeds
Ia{n '101 ( c:_vernment have secured a quota of 8 ‘M.G. wagons allotted over O. T.
arways tor movement of - mustard seeds and mustard oil from Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh by private. traders to Assamn. R : L
(¢)—No fruitful result was achieved in negotiating -wit " Assam Oil
) A 1t was achie gotiating -with the ~Assam Oil
Mills Association due to their apathy to ~.co-operate with Government in the
matter of reduction of prices and improvement of the quality. of: muitard oil.

H
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.Owing - to their apathy to co-operate with the Government and their attempt to
.export mustard oil to Pakistan, Government have withdrawn the recogaition of
. .the said.Association. ’ ' '

_vernment cannot control the manufacturers, they have to con
"“.to'bring down the price in the interest of the common people,

(f)—To facilitate reduction of prices, Government have been taking
evary possible step to get abundant supply of both mustard seeds and mustard oil

. from outside by securing special allotments of wagons and with this end-in view
- ‘Government have also banned export of these articles from this State.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: With regard to the reply to ques-

" tion No.18(e), may ‘we know whether Government propose to ‘take any steps
- against this Association for not co-operating with the Government ?

'The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA :. Action has already been taken,
Sir. Government had recognised this Association but that recognition has been

“withdrawn owing to their apathy to co-operate with the Government.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: May we know whether that action

 is sufficient to bring this Association to their senses ?

; The Hom’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA: The hon. Member knows

- that mustard séed is not a controlled commodity and as such does¥not actually

come within the purview of this Government. But if the hon.” Member suggests

' that the measures taken by the Government.are not adequate enoughfand if he

can suggest. any -further suitable measures, they will be taken ‘into. considera-
tion, g : :

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: It appears that the Govenment
have placed a ban on the export of mustard seeds and mustard oil and they are
also giving all facilities to the mill owners to import mustard oil and mustard

seeds into the State. In spite of all these we find that the price of mustard oil is
" rising. - W}l] it not check the rising of prices if this commodity is controlled ?

The.l-ion’bie‘ Srijni MOTI RAM BORA: I have aﬁeady’ said that it

. i not within the purview of this Government to control this commodity buit it is
- for the quvemmcnt of India to do that. If the Government of India
. control this commodity, then of course it is well and good. -

agree to

‘Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Do we understand that this Goe
vernment has no jurisdiction to impose control on mustardroil ?

_ The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA: No, Sir, if the hon. Members
desire that control should be imposed on mustard seed and if that is the sense
of the House, we can take up the matter with the Government of India, \

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : That js what we want. If Go- -
trol the commodity

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : May we know whethe

4 r the price of mustard
seeds is higher in Assam than in other States ? e pre .07 g

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA: Yes, Sir.

~ * ~'MiKEDARMAL BRAHMIN : Was ot this Associdtion pressing the Go-

ernment for banning export of mustard seeds long before September, 1949 ?
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. 'The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM.BORA: That miglit be s0; But-when

"itisfound that this Association behind the back of this Govétiiment -was
negotiating with the Government of India to allow them to -export fiiustard seeds
- from this State to -Pakistan action had. to be taken against.them. -

" M= KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Was it not “after the lifting.of.the ban, for
export of mustrad sceds from the State that this Association negatiated. like
that and for that if the Association can be held guilty ?

i+~ The Hom’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA : Sir, when it: was::found.that
this Associatipn.was. trying to export mustard.seeds to Pakistan behind. the::back
of the State Government, and against the interests of the people of the State it is

.bugipreper and.wise for. this Government to: take steps against such:Association..

P

t.he Government propose to impose control on mustard oil ? . A
" The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA : _ If that is.the sense of the Hotise
TR e rreereriieree e eanaes ( Voices—No, No.) :

., - Srijut GAURI KANTAY. TALUKDAR: When we cannot c¢ontrol. manu-
. lacturers........ - _ .

-

: ‘. The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: The hor. Member is intro&ﬁéingxa'rgumeﬂts
which I cannot allow. Will the hon. Member please sit down ? .

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Mr. Speaker.

csssoave. .-

L " The Hon’b_le_the‘ SPEAKER: I have already ruled, pl'ea§e éit‘down;

- The Hon'ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: May I intervene, Sir. I
feel therq 13 a misunderstanding in the matter of extension of controls over those

g commodities which are not controlled at present. If thiere is. an-. overwhelming
-+ opinion of the country, and if the Government is.convinced -that thece: is- meedito
. e.xtend controls .to a,
sidered. But this is a matter in which' there is much difference of opinion:and:it

is ver§ difficult to say on the floor of the House if the whole country wants to
- extend control-over mustard oil.. ' S

Srijut GARUL KANTA TALUKDAR: The Government may take the

= Pgbple. and then come to a decision.
SR Replécement' of Assamese script by Hindi
.+ 'Dr EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY asked : o
19" Are Government aware of the indignation of the people iii thie province

at the move whick the Government took recently to replace Assamese: script’by
the Hindi ? ) _ .

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA replied:
19.—No. :

... -Mrs. EONILY KHONGMEN: Do: Government. contemplate to: replace

" Assamese script by Hindi ?

gt o L ' . . . ‘ : ’ -
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: What we want to know is: whe‘th/er

ny uncontrolled commodity, then the matter -might be con-
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‘The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA: At present the question Hhas not
been given serious consideration by Government. I cannot say whether ‘Govern-
ment contemplate to do it or not.

‘Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Perhaps thlS is bcmg considered. by
the Government ?

' The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA :* Not by Government but in the

- Educational Conference at Gauhati that question was.taken up for - dlscussmn by
~the éducationists assembled,

Rural Development Centre in the Mxknr Hnlls

Srijut KHORSING TERANG asxed :

20. (a) Do Government propose to open any Rural Devclopment Centre'

in the Mikir Hills for the benefit of Mikir ryots ?

- (b) Ifso, at what place ¥ B

L -(¢: If not, do Governmcnt propose to open any Rural Development
Centre in the Mikir Hills ?

- Hs‘li‘ljut BIMAILAPR-ASADZ CHALIHA (Parliainentary Seei'etary)
. replie

: 20 (a)—If the hon., Memher means Rural Panchayat™ by, the term Rural
Development Centre there is no immediate contemplation of estabhshmg any
Rural Panchayat in the Mikir Hills.

(6) & (c)--Do not arise.

. Compulsory mass moculatnon of cattle agamst Rmderpest
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

] 21.. Will Government be- pleased to state—-

(a) When compulsory mass inoculation of cattle against Rmderp’t-:st' as
contemplated: by section 15 of the Assam Cattle Diseases Act,- 1948
was started ?-

" (#) The number of cattle (cows and buﬁ'aloes to be shown. separately)
inoculated under the provisions of the said section against Rindei-
pest from the outset to the end of June 1950 {to be shown district-
‘wise) ?

.(t) Whether Veterinary Field Assmants are competent ‘to do mocu!ation
work under these provisions mdependently

- The Hon’ble: Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied -

21, (a)—No compulsory ‘mass inoculation of cattle against Rinderpest as con-
templated by section 15 of the Assam Cattle Diseases Actg 1948 has rl?een under-
- taken so.far as the same has not been found necessary.. No objectlon or opposition
. to mass inoculation has.been met with from any quarter.

'6)—Does not arise.
(c)—-No
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. Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Will Government be -pleased to
state whether they have started ‘mass inoculation in the State ? . S

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Yes, mass

.inoculation in the State has been started longago. We have not met with any

objection from any where.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: I want to know the extent of
mass inoculation that has been done during the period. Will the Hosn’ble

Minister be pleased to give some idea of the result of the mass inoculation
campaign against Rinderpest ? ' .

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: The result of
the mass inoculation is that we have this year no incident of Rinderpest. Only

in one areas, namely Dibrugarh, there was a sporadic case, but it was immedia~
~ tely brought under contro]. ' o

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Is it not the intention of the
Government to dgive mass inoculation against Rinderpest where there is no
incident’ of this. disease ? ) ) .

« - - The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL, MATLIB MAZUMDAR: It is not in the
contemplation of the Government ; we have started with black spots.” When
black spots have been completed we will gradually push on .in other areas. We
are proceeding gradually because we have not got adequate staff at our disposal.

Condolence Motion on the deaths of Rai Bahadur Promode ‘(‘:han-:dra

Dutt and Maulavi Abdul Bari AGhoudhury.‘

The Hon’ble Sy
permission and the p
motion in regard to the sudden: deaths of Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra Dutt
and Mau'avi Abdul Barg Choudhury. Tt is quite well known to this House that
Srijut P. G. Dutt was borr i the month of October in 1869 and’ he was a

- prominent lawyer, ' He became a Minister of Assam during Montagu-Chelmsford
Reforms in 1922, "H, became also a Member of the Council of State in. 1931
and continued as such )] he became a Member of the Governor’s Executive
‘g:::l?c'ﬂ in 1934, He became the Advocate General during the Congress

ition Ministry, By for his active zeal, the construction of the road from

islgxllg)s‘;gtgga§¥lhet Would not have been an accomplished fact. . We all mourn

Regarding Mauylav; ) . - .
of the Opposition, Ho way oo Bari Choudhury, he Was & prominent Member

e Wasa: ility. We all mourn his loss also.
I shall now read man of ability , |

“This As b tl:“-: motion ; -
is Assembly deep . 21 Bahadur P. C. Dutt: . L.
" Cs L E., Ex-Ministes:' eeply condoles the death of Rai Bahadur utt; ,

» former M Governor’s Executive Council and

‘the first Advocate Genera] of Asszzgc;dpfrggrds the services rendered by him
“to Assam during the time of undivided India ; e o

. This Assembly further mourns the death of Maulavi Abdul- Bari

Choudhury, M. A, 8.1, Member of the Assam Legislative Assembly from the

District of Sylhet prior to jts transfer from Assam, and - )

expresses its sorrow and Sympathy to the members of their bereaved families.”

ijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, with your
ermission of the House 1 would like to move a .condolence

-e:n
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Maulavi Saiyid . MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I whole-heartedly

4

associate this side of the House with the motion that has been moved by the :

learned Chief Minister. As I. pointed out day-before-yesterday the late

Rai Bahadur P. C. Dutt did fill very many places in the public life of Assam

before the partition of Sylhet. T need not detail . further about him. .
As regards Maulavi Abdul Bari Choudhury I can state that he was a

brilliant student, and started his life in the Alipur District Court._ as a_Jawyer. .

That shows' the intrepid and adventurous nature. When he was elected to
the Assam Legislative Assembly he transferred his legal activities to his native.

place, Sunamganj. He was a very prominent Member in this House. He
was doing his bit for the then Government, and even after that Government
fell, and the new Government came in, he maintained his prominence by -

taking intelligent part in all discussions of the House. I am sorry, Sir, that

he had a brilliant future before him but the cruel hand of death snatched him .

away from our midst.

Mr.C.W. MORLEY: I should like to associate ourselves ‘whole-hearted-

ly with the expression' of condolence that has been given by the Hon’ble
Chief Minister and the Leader of the Opposition about Mauilavi Abdul Bari

Choudhury and Rai Bahadur P.C.Dutt. They were well -known to the .

Members of my Group and we deeply mourn their loss, :

" The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I ésso.ciatc whole heartedly with what has.

been said by the Hon’ble Chief Minister and the Leader of the Opposition about
late Rai Bahadur P.- C. Dutt and Maulavi Abdul Bari C!houdhury. Rai Baha-
dur P, C. Dutt was one of the outstanding personalities in the administration’

of the Province of Assam for quarter or a century or over. He was an able’

lawyer and an able legislator. In the capacity as a Member of the Council
of Ministers and Executive Councillor he showed his brilliance. He might be
called grand old man of Assam. The country is poor by losing a man of the
standing of Rai Bahadur P. C. Dutt, at a time like this when Sylhet is faced
with. various problems particularly regarding implementation of the Indo-Pak
Agreement.

. I had the pleasure of knowing late Maulavi Abdul Bari Choudhury, since-v

1937. He was a promising young man and took up active part in the proceedings

"of. the Assembly. With these words I support the motion moved by the Hon’ble

Chief Minister.

‘Friends, as a mark of -respect to the memory of these two personalities

I request you'to adopt this Resolution by standing for a minute.
s {The House stood in silence for one minute),

Debate on His Excellency’s Address

The hon. Members remember that hon. Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma -‘
moved a Motion the other day in reply to His Excellency’s Address and I request

him to speak, if he likes, on this Motion.
-~ There is-no amendment.

. Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : 31ty gy SRR gp——

A4 7 FCACS T LANIAT TN FRLA €A8®I 1 Gapdy @ TIHS (ABF @RI
TR ARNF AR, T 7 AWToH IR AICE) eCarEeg ot T targ %
% o —FIT 9% AT AN (viere v AR W@ @It el
2| ‘ - |
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. ST AEveta ke g gt wem gy ARww IR fARET
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gale JifTcae Witz wm Ster St Afkate teReat@ wba wfg G a9s
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S wIefm - SifefEre wiF Fipdft om @R fifite [Rets w41 S
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SRR TIE  fifREtT I GfSartars T tawg 1 9% AWM WA,
TE R ARFA T FfR0a 2o ez e @A AT TR FIRCH,
BRI W® AT AR AifAFla wigfy = AHFT @ w7 ot fAffEs b
TR BT W O1R Rekw @fs vl amtatT 29 1 '

AT TG MBI At ol @B 99 Bled TP LT Sfdugi 4T
wABAa Fver Reists, swqwm fmtw s, o @bl xoew Tefea e
WIS ©IFT NI @A frm IfF w@idm we@ | 9% wm daiee SR
e IS Romts @R fafic zq) wle oin T 3RES 193 96T
BsolT T 378 9GS Citaislea pasi Ties &9 Ifa ath FC@ ' o

G Trts, feiwts R, C. P, I fefs 1 whifes qR wReg o
T F9T9 90T 53F0T A 599 2iws Cars ©f AT A TRl 49 BHwl
NS ATHS 5IFRT 9B Ty ATl F3 691 C

Aqyelte Sledat wfseinds ey afecatd ang L 38 Fieka 1 oiR
FICA ATIAT BleNatg Sivdich) ATAT F7 tO4ST  {AINT FARCE

_ Shri SATINDRA MOHAN DEB: stqi7 7otdfs wgrty, e atwana
TEIAE AT @ oNd frowsw oizeWw @if W0 @RI SiETeE
AT TCATTT et 2Ree wpney  gfier Fedlft wfs zRang ofew oW

.

R am Ry g wmir Oty @B oS T WiRg | feft

FRAET @ © w7 @t Barww 77 @ F0AF 2HA @CET Rehabilitation @
ICARY P 22AMT , @2 Sfzl I@eIrs fof NFE IEAMT @ AT 9dTe
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QTSI 92 © A% Batg Aifewlw zoce 9P w@ifmtet olzied Ad
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. Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : iy @47 0274, ST 19 qfemadia
Teetved fElT IR o0 wing s wife g CIERERE T A F# R
fafiits S LA TERTE orm el weat 1 2 G wICe (T4 TS Redy
TaY TFAT AACE A FR AW oprq W @2 e Ry SRiTAiTS AW
GPCERIT T I 1 Rewies @7 qfwds A Ao of 73S
frg @ @F WEARERS oo, ks @ Fells FE A bl fes
(@STAIFT B 0Z ATy ; BaeM wled e ofF  GIEA FIECAR AT 4T
AT S Sy - - T
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owE TET | WA TS ¢o 2GR AR WA TR AififeE oiw 5 ¢ aide

olg 0ars | 2N et Mgze qalers Iy A IO GRS GG T

-

- 4qm FIRA AN LT | FICERT A R AIAR anaitd Rt @ttt fr AT
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7= A7 @ Shie e AR fReles fF =90 gift $@lr Ffw At sitg
Cb21 T AR 4iT FE & Afirg | @it fyete, IR Reet, 3@ fastst.
e STl et Qs @B Wisf A aie AReT i R A
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Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Jiqaqiy  S4¢%  T2ivdE, Tt

el oreq SiNd TTE A2 W, iR <9 et cetdrs Pifen @

S

QN SN SEF™T TS WIT NF  ABA AT FT [N WY OF AT

ARG ) TS (FE,—

“The shapeless folds of the hills to our north-east, I am afraid, conceal the.
yet unknown fate of those who lived in - thousands of small hamlets”.
oieid O 7 T MGG TS I GAGIST (AT AFAT GEF (FCA LIZ—OIT.
gifeea afemte 9T o | ISR AT ISR Afze w87 ek cAtal
oimd 2 Aftg | Se Wiz o diElRy JwS e i@ iz 9 GEq
stefatEa @b 9B orety bIe @t CftF man qrsfy adt fieg,—

It says, *“Abnormal landslides on craggy hill sides composed mainly of loose’
sand stones, almost vertical to water course, slipped down below with terrific
force carrying with them gigantic volume of earth and anything that existed - on
the hill sides and swelling up rivers and streams at several points. Not a
single hill escaped damage. All hills looked awfully ugly ragged and barren.
Most drinking water burried or dried ‘up and rivers and streams often subsided -
and suddenly flooded at unexpected moments. ~The first big shock of 15th
August was continuously followed by tremors till 17th September. Hills were
badly cracked and boulders were falling at odd intervals. Several houses,
persons, bridges, animals and fields destroyed and some villages burried
without trace. Many villagers are cut off and no news of their fate 1s available.
The survivors were taking shelter on river sides facing immediate starvation as
the poor people living from hand to mouth, had no stock of food even to meet
an emergency. Maize, jungle yams and edible leaves also met the same
fate and were hardly obtainable. It was a painful sight everywhere”’.’
4% GURE 99FIea I8 A 5w G A T | Fad wpvegiemi
i oleq MM SR o weN wfT Agw CiRFffE R wEm & @
N 11 wiber o7 atefz @ifd afte @tz 2T g | fe - fiftfi wiw 9T
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Bfay (@ | (IR el TS T @A 7e T ¢ gifge ot M5 dTAAE.
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Mr.C. WMORLEY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we listened with great attention and
interest to the speech which His Excellency delivered on the present situation in
the State. Speeches have also been made by hon. Members on the Motion moved
by the hon. " Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.. Stripped of all unessentials, the -
theme of these speeches is that our present misfortunes are due to causes such ag .
Acts of God or communal frenzy and that the Ministry have done all within
their power to meet the emergencies which have been "created o

We are most anxious.to give our support to Government on all occasions
but we cannot accept uncritically the claim that Government have shown- the
requisite degree of enterprise and initiative during the current year. The earth-
quake has undoubtedly been a disaster of the greatest magnitude, According
to the figures given by His Excellency, an area of 15,000 square miles, with a

- population of over 3 lakhs, has been affected. There has, however, heen a far

greater disaster in the failure of procurement, which has affected’ the whole of -
Assam (some 50,000 square miles) and a population numbering nearly ten
million. In fact, this disaster has had.wider repercussions as Assam was expected
to assist with food-grains other States in Indija, ‘and instead it has had to borrow
heavily from the Central Government, : : )

If we have understood correctly the speech of His Excellency the Governor,
it is evident that up to May of this year procurement was proceeding well, but
the deterioration set in frou} that months. It was attributed to the large influx of
refugees and the loss and- dislocation created by the disturbances. It is suggested
that the final blow to procurement was the earthquake, but procurement had
already failed before the earthquake occurred and " the earthquake accentuat.d
a failure which had happened some time before. : ‘

It would be wrong to minimise the loss which was caused by the disturbances

refugees. -

It has, however, to be rememebered that the experts of the Government of I%ldi_a :
had calculated that \Assa{n had a surplus of rice over its requirements of over
1} lakhs tons rice, and this clearly allows a very comfortable margin for unfore-
seen disasters: His Excellency has referred to Governmf:nt straining every nerve
to meet various unforeseen developments, to the _tapping of internal sources, to
well planned drives in sg.lected ,areas in four dlstrlcts, and _ﬁ‘n.auy to the possible
use of powers of detention against hoarders.’ A. note of optimism was expressed
that these important measures, . vigorcusly carried out by Gevernment, would
transform 2 most alarming situation and bring stocks of rice inte the Government
odowns, so that Government could meet its essential commitments. I have
still to meet any one who actually claims that there is a natural shortage of rice
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in the State. ‘This is now the fourth vear, in which procurement has failed and
we have now become accustomed to a period of crisis which, when overcome,
leads to rice being available in abundant supply. We appear to be engaged in
instructing cultivators and merchants in the expediency of holding up and
cornering supplies, so that vast profits can be made when Government procure-
ment inevitably breaks down. We would very interested to know what action
was taken by Government before the 15th August to secure rice. Is it nota
fact that they depended entirely on the cultivator to sell voluntarily to the miller
or licensed dealer, and on the miller or licensed dealer to hand” over that stock
to Government ? Although Government have been given very wide powers, we
have heard very little of how these powers have been utilised before the crisis
occurred. -If, when the situation has become desperate, it can be remedied by
vigorous action, is it not pertinent to enquire whether the crisis could have been
averted if timely action had ‘been taken ? We cannot exonerate Government
from a lack of realism in their administration of food procurement ; nor have
Government succeeded in learning the lessons of their previous failures. There
is still time to recover from- this disaster but is it not essential that Food-Grain
Control should be radically reorganised, and placed on a sound basis ? There are
a n';‘mbc}' of ‘measures which merit Government’s attention. There is little
justification for the price of rice being so much higher in Assam than in other
parts of India and there seems little doubt that a lowering of the control price
of rice would encourage freer voluntary sale. It is evident, however, that the
Vglu?‘;ary .System has completely failed and a compulsory procurement system
should ge introduced ‘without delay so that from the next harvest Government
f)b‘:r‘;ous t:l:ntsugd of all the stocks they require for the coming year. It is quite
Gomands maa ; overnment’s Procurement Department has been unequal to the
Government }f upon it. In the Secretary, Supply I?epartment, we believe that
officers wc;rkinavc g very competent and hard-working officer, but many of the
itis an o engt under him clearly do not possess the qualifications re%um:d, and
experience dgan d m?_ttel‘ to strengthen the Procurement Department by drafting
them on loan fro re l?lble officers, either from other Departments or by securing
portfolio should 11111 t ]: Centre. It has been unfortunate that the most difficult
intend no reflect; ave been assigned to the juniormost Minister, and though we
-importance that i‘;n h0nlhls ability, we consider the portfolio of Food is of such
way alone il it bs ould be held by no other than the Chief Minister. In this
" On a point of de certain that food becomes priority No 1 in Assam.

declared until al] cetail, we consider it unwise that any export quota should be
been the Cxpe.rienmtemal requirements have been met, as unfortunately it has
There has been | ce hthat even talk of export has proved an inducement to hoard.
situation and it in the past far too much complacency in regard to the food
ed, that a $ essential, if economic deterioration in the State is to be arrest-

’  more realistic policy should be pursued.

Hi . - .
subvers?v?;?tli%i?:;ya;gerred to the endeavours which are being made against

. we must congratulate Government on the measures which
::;ﬁ}ér:;agf l;%f'{z:utioo lileeal with those grcsponsible for terrorist outrages, In the
f%l?&:ragggfalllii glv;.n them. We would, however, venture to. suggest that more
address in Mar(l;?le les are required. During the last debate His Excellency’s
sive activity and | of this year, we had drawn attention to the dangers of subver-
deal with threat enquired whether the police force was adequately e uipped to

Tarl d s to law aqd order on any substantial scale, and we ad parti-
cularly pressed that modernisation of police methiods, improved equipment and
strengthening Of: security forces should be undertaken without delay. Recent events
have amply justified our apprehensions: we are still, however, unaware, of the

r Government have not hesitated to use powers wbich the
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measures which are being taken to place our police forces in a position in which
they can reasonably be expected to deal with armed miscreants and gangsters.
Before we can regard the police as being in a position to afford protection a great
deal of re-organization and re-equipment will be necessary. It is urgent that all
principal police stations should be placed on a wireless grid. If the resources of the

State do not permit of such an extensive wireless scheme, I can assure the House
that the interests which we represent will be prepared to provide transmitting
sets on tea gardens and indus

trial centres and place these at the disposal of the

police whenever required. It is useless to expect unarmed Constables to deal with
the armed criminal. At every important police station there should be an
armed force always available for duty, with transport in working orders, ready to
roceed at a moment’s notice to the scene of an occurrence. At the District and
gubdivisional Headquarters there should be adequate armed reserves, again with

cordon off
areas where occurrences have taken place. We are certain that if the police can
have the organization and the equipment needed to combat modern crime,, they
will be able to acquit themselves with distinction.

We have for sometime been complaining of the deterioration of roads
within the State and the condition of - roads is intimately connected with
procurement and with the maintenance of law and order. It is,
however, equally obvious that economic progress does not march hand
in hand with a collapsing road system. Even National Highways, which are
maintained at the expense of the Central Government, are in a very poor State.
I intend at a later stage to discuss in further detail the whole question of com-
munications, but I cannot neglect this opportunity of impressing upon . Govern-
ment the importance of efficient communications, and to question whether in fact -
fair value is being obtained for the considerable sums which are being voted each
year for this purpose.

I have been endeavopring to demonstrate that, far from the present food
situation being thg l:esult. of external causes, it is to a very great extent due to the
methods of administration. We are confident that Government could make

procurement a success: that they could build an effective police force: and that
communications could be efficiently maintained.

ly But it will require more determi-
nation than Government has exhibited recently. For these reasons we cannot
offer our unqualified support to the Motion,

. ! and we trust that Government will
consider and take appropriate action on the lines which have been indicated.
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" Manlavi ATAUR RAHMAN: - Sir, we are deeply . grateful.for: the

-speech His Excellency delivered to the Assembly day-before yesterday. - He:-has

touched almost all points, or rather all problems besetting our; Province and
especially he has dealt with three or more . problems which face us to-day. We are
thankful for the trouble he has taken for the relief work in the areas -affected by -
the earthquake. We are also tharkful for the careful representation of facts.about
the damages and havoc donc by the earthquake to Upper Assam. He has
touched on another calamity which our unhappy State had some months-ago, .
I mean, the disturbances which took place in our State in several districts

" during..the months of February and March. I.wish His Excellency could give

us some more details on the subject, but His Excellency has disposed of that
aspect of the problem in two or three lines in his speech. He said in his add-
ress that as a result of the disturbances about 1,19,000 people had to migrate
to another - State and of them roughly 1,80,000 have returned. I suppose His
Excellency’s figures might:have heen taken from the railway report unly, other-

-wise, from our report the number of migrants, as a result of the .disturbances, -

would come nearly to 5 lakhs. His Excellency has referred that of the returning
migrants about 90 per cent. have been rchabilitated. I suppose His Excellency
meant to say that the problem of the returning migarnts was nearing solutien:
What he perhaps meant -to say is that the atmosphere generated by the Prime
Ministers’ - Agreement had cnabled the return of the migrants, but .if the
practical side of the matter were taken, I think, the rechabilitation of the_ re- -
turning migrants would for some time to come remain a problem to us,

' As you know, Sir, I myself and my family had been the victim in the
last disturbances and as the proverb goes ‘“The wearer best knows where the
shoe pinches”; you can reasonably expect me to know the details about the
condition of the people who happened to be the victims of the disturbances. I
cannot with authority speak about other districts or subdivisions, but at
least I am expected to speak with authority abcut the area from which I come—
I mean- the district of Kamrup and particularly the subdivision of Barpeta.
1 can give out the exact figures as regards the Barpeta subdivision. Here no_less
than ‘80,000 people were displaced in the last -disturbances and the .official
figure  was about 8,000 families. Now, hon. Méembers and you, Sir, will be
able to_imagine how far the -rehabilitation work has progressed, -from the figure’
.which. I will . place before the House. According to the Government of India’s
Scheme the rehabilitation benefit ranged from Rs.500 for cultivation and Rs.750
for reconstruction of houses per family. We do not know when and how the
amounts Were changed and it has now been made Rs.200 per family including
the benefit for cultivation and benefit for reconstruction of houses. Sir,. when
almost all the .housgs of the victims in the disturbed areas were looted and burat-
you can v.vcllllmagme that the advance of Rs.200 per family is quite inadequate.
Then - again, even this sum of Rs.200 per family has not so far. been advanced.
At:the rate of Rs:200 per family, for Barpeta subdivision alone, the amouat
rquired to .be ,advapced -will come to nearly 16 lakhs of rupees, -but my in-
_ormation is that up till now only Rs.1,70,000. has been advanced. .:What I mean
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‘to say is that as a result of the Prime Ministers’ Agreement an atmosphere
has been created for peaceful rchabilitation of the returning migrants but this
- problem- will require our whole-hearted attention for some time to come so
that these people can be settled down as before.

We arc also thankful to His Excellency for his reference to the anti-State

" - .activities which of late have raised their heads in our State. In this connection

also, we wished His Excellency had.given some more details,

_ Any way, summing up my speech, we are deeply grateful for the senti-
ment His Excellency has expressed touching on the problems in our unhappy
‘State, and agreeing with my previous speakers, - Sir, I whole-heartedly support

" the motion for thanking His Excellency for the illuminating speech he has
delivered in this Assembly,
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Adjournment

(The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 1 p.m.)
(After lunch)
The following hon. Member was sworn in to the Constitution of India:—
Srijut Santosh Kumar Barua,
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD NAZMAL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to
express my thauks to His Excellency for the very illuminating specch hé
has delivered in which he has touched most of the burning probléms of_thie
day. Sir, it lies with the Government now to think about those problems deeply
and to solve them very carefully. : P

Sir, as regards the devastation caused by the recent earthquake in Uf»pe‘r

Assam, we have heard the details from some hon. Members who have personal

experience of the havoc caused. I, Sir, for myself had an ‘opportunity to go to
those places just after the earthquake and see for myself the devastation caused.
I had to walk a distance of two miles on foot from the Khowang bridge on
the trunk road towards Dibrugarh. I could. gather some information how the
people in the interior weré suffering. _But, I do not like to go into details of the
havoc caused. I only wish that, as hélp has bee c

. a n coming from outside, more help
will be coming and the Governmént should be very

r particular about ' the utilisa-
“tion of this help to the best interest of the affecte

. 0! d people as immediately as
possible as delay is dangerous to the lives of the people affected. :

Now, coming to another point in the speeches of His Excellency—1 refer to
the most difficult problem of rehabilitation of the refugees and the displaced
Muslims.  As regards the availability of land in Assam I would like to refer to a
few lines from the speech of the Hon’ble Finance Minister which he deliverad:
while presenting the Budget Estimates for the year .1949-50. There, in reply to
our Leader of , the Opposition he said—¢*His (that is, the Leader of the Oppbﬁ-
tion’s) figures and dreams that 18 million acres of land which he said could be
under cultivation has no basis on facts and he himself ddmits that the figuresis
exaggerated and arbitrarily reduced the same to 9 million-dcres. In this connec-
tion he has forgotten to take into consideration 13 million - acres of land which is
included in the Hills.,”> He also said, ‘‘there are sufficient waste land for
cultivation in the Province,—I would ask him to go to Nowgong and Lakhinipur
and to'see for himselt what is the condition of the Assamese Muslims there. We
have not been able to provide land to them. Of course it is very fine to give
lecture here. I have been moving from district to district and know the condi-
tion of the people. ' In spite of our best efforts, we have not been able to pro-
vide any land to the landless people or those without an economic holding. In
order to make it clear I should like to show from the latest available figures that he
is in the dream land” *** ¢the number of landless cult wi i
holdings will run to several lakhs and results of the €conomic survey of ‘the
rural areas, as I have already indicated, show that there is not sufficient land to

rovide economic holdings even to the landless - flood-affected people outside the
tribal belt-”

Now it is difficult for Government to solve this

: ‘ € tus question of land settlement
“with the refugees, because in Assam, as the Hon’ble M y

inisters id sever
times in this House, there is not sufficient land for the indigén‘ot::‘v:,n:‘:la.‘<t:iht:se‘i;‘:i‘tt‘saal '
affected people of this State. However, as the Central Government have pldced
this burden upon this State our Government should strive their utmost to see that
some land is given to the refugees. : :

Now, as regards the Muslim displaced persons, Hig Excellen he Governor
said that only 1 lakh 19 thousand Muslims left Assam for Eagt l;:zngt:f %out here
he was referring only to the Muslim evacuees and nof o those Muslims who had
been displaced from their homes but did not g0 to Pakistan. Our estimate is
that about 5 lakhs of people were displaced in the State of Assam. Sir, I do
not know how the Government officials collected these figures, as it was not
possible during the disturbances to count how many people left Assam for
Pakistan. His Excellency has also said tha

2 o that one lakh 8 thousand displaced
Muslims had returned to their homes in Assam, S;r, this is far fiom truth.
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They have returned -to Assam, but have not got their homes back. As regards

the Goalpara district I should say that in the North Bank only about 20 to 30

_per cent. of the displaced Muslims have got back their homesteads. The relief

given to them has been very unsystematic and unsatisfactory. Hon. Members
will remember that these people have got nothing, their houses had been burnt,
property 'looted and some of the family members murdered. They have
returned from Pakistan emaciated and empty-handed. There is none to
look after them. After their return most of them have not been helped even
with a morsel of food. Due to unsystematic distribution of rations many people
are facing death. Those who go to Calcutta .by train can see that the
northern

had been completely devastated and the whole of the North Salmara thana with
the exception of a few villages fell in the same line. Most of the villages were
burnt down and the inhabitants of the few houses which now 1emain standing
had been displaced. ’

' Sir, T fully endorse the speech regarding displaced persons, which was made
by my Friend, Maulavi Ataur Rahman. I would like to add a few words regard-
g !115 place, uiz., Barpeta subdivision. I have got reports that in two Mouzas,
Hastinapur and Bijni, lands have not been restored at all. In other Mouzas land

" has been restored partially. 1In 95 per cent. of the cases in the ‘subdivision of
Barpeta, as well as in the district of Goalpara, no cattle heads have been restored.
My objection to the rehabilitation benefit is this: that with a small amount of
Rs.30 to Rs.100, or even Rs.200, how people can live and rehabilitate them-
selves. They have got no houses, no plough cattle and no food. Isit possible
for them to procure food, to buy plough cattle and to construct their houses with
this small sum ? If these people, who are agriculturists, are not helped to take to
land and cultivate food-crops for them as well as for others, the problem of rehabi-
litation cannot be solved. T will give a few examples of how indiscriminately and

utt‘lsisdtemancally the rehabilitation benefits are being distributed. In the village
? .liexja}x;char, under North Salmara Police Station, two hundred displaced

' -a?l ©s 1ave returned one or two months back of them some got one day’s
1;3;3: ; ion;e did not get any ration at all and some got 7 days’ ration only but no
and ghal:a 0an was given, 'In the villages of Rangapani, Santoshpur, Simlabari

" back one 01:1:1‘:’3. People have got neither ration nor loan though they have come
returned only gven}ggi}ll?esa}%o' In Japiarchar, out of 400 families who dhavlc:

because no help h ave got rclief and the rest are on the verge of deat

. . as yet be i
In our district mgst of e Soven to them.

i ces | the lands vac i local people and the
Bengali ref; nds vacated were given to the local peop.
proguce f:ogfgsr;?,a bll]oc . System in order to progtect the existing crops and to
. lands the refugees :?' therein. But, Sir, instead of producing thing on those
Jjute grown by the dl_mply occupied the lands and enjoyed the Aus paddy and  the
this is also bein, “Plaf;id Muslims, Only the Amgn paddy now remains, but

d
- refugees have ngt g‘v{:{t(i)vatedby the cattle. Though the local people and the

.allowing the Teturning °Wnert e lands, which are yet lying vacant they are not

The Bengali refugees 5., 5 L0 Occupy the land before the 31st December, 1950.
local people are Prévenﬁggégé[g f?r?) mg(;o_b;ck to their original places but our
. 1 1ng. .

The Hon’ble §

of the word ‘loca)’ ?n““t' BISHNURAM MEDHI: What is the meaning

lavi : _
. Maulavi MUHAMMAD NAZMAL HAQUE: People of the locality.
" The Hon’ble Srijut BISH

that the Assamese people are a5, opposinl\gdthlzggglg:? Po you mean to 5y

portion of the Goalpara district, on the north side of the railway line,

~

-

2
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD NAZMAL HAQUE: Yes, Sir, some have been
doing so. :

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Of course, this is new
10 me. : o

Maulavi MUHAMAMD NAZMAL HAQUE: Another surprising fact is
that the leading Muslims of Abhayapuri, Lengticinga, Kokila, Merarchar,
Santoshpur, Dumuria, Dumuguri, Naychatra, etc. have been declared undesir-
ables by the local Hindus. They have been threatened and frightened to leave
Assam. Sir, I do not like to narrate the hardship and troubles of the Muslims
any more, but request the Government that as they have agreed to protect these
Muslims and will allow them to live in peace as before they will take every
necessary measure to rehabilitate the displaced Muslims in their own homestead
lands and they should not be left in the hands of the local officers alone.

Mr. LARSINGH KHYRIEM : I am very grateful for the illuminating speech -
of His Excellency the Governor the other day. His Excellency has dealt with
almost all the points that are now facing our State. 1t is very sympathetic to
hear the suffering of the earthquake stricken people, especially, those people
high up in the Hills from whom upto this time no news is reaching, It is feared
that these unfortunate people who have been faced from the havoc caused by the
earthquake might die of starvation for want of food. I suggest that Government
shoulld work with all the forces on its command and reach these marooned
people. '
Another point I wish to enlighten the House is that last year our produces,
such as, oranges, Tezpata, Pan leaves, étc., on the border were almost left
unplucked due to trade difficulties with Pakistan., Only one sixteenth of the
oranges produced were lifted from the Shella Air strip and the Dawki area.
As a result the people were put into great difficulties. _ '

But since the Indo-Pakistan agreement the situation have slightly improved,
although our kats on the border have not yet revived. Now as the orange season
is now nearing, I suggest that Government as a precautionary. measure should
open more air strips in case any unforseen trouble arises with Pakistan with
regards to trade.

With these words, I support the Motion moved by my hon. Friend.

Maulavi SAIYID MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this

_time the Opposition had to break the usual tradition of submitting an amend-

ment to the Motion of thanks giving to His- Excellency the Governor for his
speech before the Legislature. It is not due to any want of material in the
speech or any want of intention on behalf of the Opposition, but simply due
to the fact that most of the Members of the Opposition are absent either due
to health or to their forced absence from the Province. About 4 of them had to
flee to East Pakistan for safety during the disturbance of February and March,
and for a variety of reasons they have not been able to return up till now,
though they are willing to join the deliberations of this House,

Sir, this deliverance of a speech by.the Governor before the Legislature has
been copied from the British Parliament. The speech from the throne there, is
well known to everyone who had the opportunity of acquainting himself about °
this Constitutional procedure. They will find that in England the King reviews
the policies that his Cabinet wants to follow during the year. Almost every bur-
ning topic of the day is touched, thereby informing the House and through the
House, the country at large, the policy that will be pursued by the Government
and also allowing the Opposition opportunity by way of an amendment to
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ventilate the Opposition views. Sir, the deficiency that was shown by the Op].)o—
sition this time has bee

3 n met and very abundantly met by Members sitting
behind the Treasury Benches who have spoken on this Motion before the

House today. Almost everyone had to point out that although in a very elaborate
spcech which lasted for 47 minutes, His Excellency had touched almost all the
burning topics of the day, he did not or could not give any tinal solution to all
those topics which were touched. I have stated last year that the speech of His
Excellency is but a reflection of the policies that are carried out by the Cabinet.
We all are grateful. to His Excellency for taking keen interest for the welfare of

the afflicted people of the earthquake. He has done his best for getting personally
acquainted with their misfortunes and has approached the Centre for coming
to the aid of Assam.

We are also grateful that he is endeavouring his best to procure toodgrains

for the Province,.frqm outside. But I was rather surprised to hear one single
sentence from his lips—a statement-—which I should have very much liked, he
should have avoided from his addres

s, specially when that is based only on hear-
say. :

I refer to his statement that conditions in East Pakistan were not such as
would encourage the refugees from that country to go back.. This might be
based on truth or on kearsay. So far zs I know neither His Excellency nor
any member of his Cabinet has been to East Pakistan in recent times to be
abletitolgather first'hand: information, | ITwe are 0 go by the propaganda in
the Calcutta Newspapers, His Excellency’s statement would be on good ground,
but T doubt very muych the statement as I have got the unimpeachable authority
and documents in my possession from some very highly' respectable Hindu
gentlemen of East Pakistan, including our ex-Speaker, Shri Basanta Kumar Das,
who met me only a week ago in Shillong, that conditions in East Pakistan
are not so bad as are painted in the Calcutta papers, and Pakistan should not
have been stabbed on the back by His Excellency when Pakistan was coming
.wuth Open arms and trying to co-operate with Assam. They were very prompt
all oﬂ”ermg a free gift of 10,000 maunds of rice and I have heard from the lips
of our Mmlster. for Rehabilitation that the rice that has been given to Assam
s fit_only for princes and js fay better than our Joha rice. He was good enough
t]:;) tell me that the rige that has been given is perhaps the best Punjab rice called
inasr;\lgst;?r'l I;';OW, at the time when Pakistan is trying to help the food situation

the e %(ﬁlﬁermg a further grant of 50,000 tons of rice, such a remark in
Thic s how:v is Excellengy to the Legislature ought not to have found a place.
other;vise s :1“ a matter which does not concern _me, !)ut it really pained me as
ey d’;YtthOd speech has been tainted with this flaw,
touched on, oy aes OGI:"I;‘I:SSIOIIS, most of my hon. Frxen}iis, bWho preceded me have
the State GOVemmI;nt ?}‘ other, ‘The tussle that has ecn going on between
about settling refy, of Assam and the Central Ministryiof Rehabilitation
of an occurrenge i_;gle:s on land is well known to me, }Jccause_ [ was an eye witness
Government Hoge, inI‘neetmg which was held in Shillong in Apl:ll- last in the
Ineed not go inty i I(Direse_ncc of Mr. Mohanlal Saxena, the Minister himself.
tried (766 {Gor s thfz etails of it. My hon. Friend, Maulavi _Nazmal Haque,
devil and the deep o ouse that our present Government is between the
nouncing their fiop Et:.o ’I:hey have been, as _I mentloned. the other day, pro-
ment  with anybady .viction that not an inch oflandis available for settle-
Friend has quoted tﬁe :Eo téns Provm_ce, specially to an outsider, My hon.
dorning the seat of (. rds of tl_le. Fmance.and Revenue Minister who is now
a'th the refugees wh ¢ Chief Minister. /1t js difficult for them to settle land
;\'lm T, Els. "I"vhi(; have come to Adsam and the number of refugees is over
g 1 el was mentioned by His Excellency, * but no solution was
pointe y him  ag to what steps his Government or Cabinet was taking in
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that direction. It is rather delicate for me to speak about rehabilitation of the

displaced persons who have come back. Under the Indo-Pakistan Agresment of
April to which His Excellency made reference many times and which was con-

sidered the desideratum it was declared by both India and Pakistan that the

people who left their hearth and home should be allowed to return there and

that each Goverpment should afford every facility to rehabilitate them in their
own lands. But my position as a member of the Provincial Minority Com-

mission does not allow me to speak in detail. But there are sufficient materials

with me to convince the House that the instructions at the top including even

the present Cabinet of Assam are imbued with the best ideals but the instruc-

tions are not being carried out by the subordinate officers on the spot.

I was listening very intently to the maiden speech of my Friend, Maulavi
Ataur Rahman, a gentleman- who has been returned to this House on the Con-
gress ticket. While he was placing his first hand information before the House,
I saw a whip being sent to him and he was stopped in the middle of a sentence
(Interruptions.) Facts are facts, and they will see the light of the day and
receive due publicity whatever party instructions there might be to gag a
member from giving vent to his mind, Although he himself did not say, let
me say to the House that his family is a very large one and among the members
they hold 400 bighas of land in Barpeta subdivision, all the houses of the family
were burnt entirely and the family had to take shelter in Pakistan. But now,

only he has returned and not his family members. He has been trying to get
back his land........

Maulavi ATAUR RAHMAN : My family members have come back,

Maulavi SAIYID MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Only recently.

Then, I have been definitely told that the people who had got this vast area

of culturable land have cultivated only about 1/10th and the rest are lying fallow
and not producing crops. He and his family members are still trying hard to
get possession of the remaining 9/10th of the land., Why the people who have
returned, are not glven possession of their land to cultivate and produce crops
when Government is s0 badly in need of food ? 1 do not blame the Government
for this, but I am drawing their attention to this aspect of the situation which

needs a speedy solution. I would have very much liked that they had come to
some solution of this state of affairs, ‘

1 need not detain the House with the details of the Minority Commission
to visit the disturbed areas. The Minority Commission was set up in May, but
it ‘has not bt_'.en .able' to go out of Shillong up till now. But the mere constitution
of an organisation like the Minority Commission cannot solve the difficult »roblem
of restoring land to those who are the rightful owners and who have come
back, as has bce1_1 said by another speaker, poor and emaciated and
whose houses including their granaries were burnt during the riots of
February and March. Surely the East Pakistan Government would not be so
generous as to give these people sume money to come to Assam and rehabilitate
themselves. They thought thas the Provineial Government at the direction of the
Centre would do the needful, but we have heard just now from Maulavi Ataur
Rahman that whereas the Government of Indja’s rate of help was Rs.500 for
rebuilding of houses and Rs.750 for restarting cultivation, this has been reduced
to a paltry sum of Rs.200 only inclusive of both the counts. Is it really possible
for a minimum family of 5 to rebuild th

: _ eir houses and also start, cultivation with
this meagre sum of Rs.200 : Up till now, inspite of the best endeavour of these

returned displaced persons, their cattle which were taken away and forcibly

-
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detained in particular localities have not been recovered and these people are
without any cattle. I was very glad to learn from my hon. Friend, the Chal_rmlan
of the Minority Commission, Hon’ble Mr. Motiram Bora, that in a particular

- area Rangia Circle Government have procured 25 pairs of bullocks and lent them

to the returned displaced persons. I hope this practice of lending bullocks

" would be introduced as a major factor in.the Rehabilitation Scheme, but their

hands are tied now that almost all their efforts or at least 90 per cent. of them
have been directed towards the very novel cause of helping the earthquake
damaged people of Upper Assam. 1 have entire sympathy with those people
who have suffered. They need rehabilitation as much as these people, but
rehabilitating the displaced immigrant people is an investment for the Province
itself for it is well known to every one that these people are the best cultivators—
most industrious cultivators throughout India. Given,land, with a little hc!p
either with money or cattle, they will within 3 months produce crop which will
g0 a great way towards meeting our shortage of cereals. No mention whatever
of these has been made in Hisg Excellency’s speech. These are matters which must
be considered dispassionately and speedy solution arrived at and translated the

Siecisions of the Cabinet into action in the field for otherwise the picture before us
is very dark and gloomy.

It would not be immodest on my part to say that at a time when the
Province was attacked by the

apanese and people were very panicky, the then
Government by their procureﬁllegt policy cotﬂd give a.surplus oIf) as much as 50
lakhs maunds of rice for 3 continuous years to the Central Government. People
here in _ this House may remember the strenuous efforts made by certain Members
to convince us all that the district of Sylhet was a deficit rice producing area aund
rence to that wi }":3 1ot much rice to be procured from that area. With defe}
Sylhet. Now 1{? l,]we did not send any procurement agency to’ the district o

longer a burdel that theory was correct, the major portion i.e.  of Sylhet is no
extent our surI} to Assam consuming our surplus rice stock_. Therefore to that
prised to lear P Es ought to have been increased, but as against that 1 am sur-
recent timesg l:vt }?t €ven apart from this calamity of floods and earthquake in
surplus. Whe © have not been able to procure as much as 10 lakhs maunds as
into the agi'icui.teufa;l;e Paddy gone to, where is the rice sent away ? For if you go

i tatistics i under cultivatior. has been the
same if not more since 1045 you will find the area

- Sir, I heard thj : . . g . st
the quaiity of rice t'ﬁ morning many of my friends indignantly protesting agains

at is being issued members’ Hostel. They have come

l}:icrfg f:)f?s? week or ten days, bﬁt we whtg ;l:: permanent residents have got every
o :fpll]ach dlsea§e by eating the rice which is not even liked by cattle, not
thatprice is uman being,” 1 ywould request the Supply Minister not merely to see
e be of Procured ang brought up to Shillong for the rationed area but the
rn to ta ka.i‘.lilallty that 2 midd|e-class family can normally eat. He will not take
mhe ki ds fl . say that he himself comes from a middle-c]ass family and he knows
the vl Jee that such clags of people.eat. We want that bit of concession
from him t 'izlt if he does not like to see us emaciated and in ill health he will try
to 1mprove the quality of pige that we get from rationed shops.

All these are omjssion« : ' . .
was sufficient mater 1008 in the speech of His Excellency. As I said there

ial in his s 1 d have been the basis of the
Amendment to the present Res%?ﬁf;_l?) nf*vhlch woul

any indication of final solutiop ¢
His Excellency remained a defe

But as I said already, the omissions of
f many burning problems that were touched by
ct in an otherwise a good speech.
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The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I was list-
ening -with rapt attention to the speech that was given by the Leader of the
European and Planting Group in this House to day, but, Sir, I rnust confess
that this speech of his is very disappointing to me. His Excellency the Governor
of Assam wanted to give due word of praise to the most harassed Ministers of
his, but curiously enough I find that the Leader of the European and Planting
Group is not willing to appreciate the work done by the Ministers in most
abnormal time and in most unusual circurastances. The spirit that was dis-
played through his speech is not welcome to us. I did not expect such a speech
from the Leader of the Europeah and Planting Group. The whole speech
appeared to me to be like that of an astute lawyer with a brief for his client.
He wanted to make out a case before the House that the Procurement Depart-
ment has failed, not only this year but for the last 4 years, and in so saying he
has a certain motive and that is why he was repeatedly speaking that the Procu-
rement Department has failed. This argument has been advanced to prove
that the Government of Assam with their Procurement Department has failed to
procure rice and therefore they cannot give adequate supply of rice to the
labour population of the tea industry and therefore they must be allowed to resort
to cash conversion and that is the object in his speech and that is why he repeated-
ly said that the Government Procurement Department has failed for the last 4 years.
It is known to the hon. Members of this House thatthe Indian Tea Associa-
tion in Assam is making. various efforts to get a concession from the Government
of India and it is this that they may be allowed to convert the system of pay-
ment inkind to that of payment in cash in which matters the Government of
India is standing in their way. Asthey are- not being given that concession,
Sir, they are approaching the Government of India in an in direct way saying that
as the Government of Assam has failed to Procure rice they cannot supply food

¢ a ind re they be given the benefit of conver-
sion ofrice into cash. '

Mr C.W. MORLEY: Does the Hon

’ble Minister want to deny that
the procurement has failed ? .

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA :

Sir, the point is: has the procurement of rice failed in Assam ? If you observe
around you will find that Shillong is still fed by the Procurement Department
and for rice from other rationed areas such as Gauhati,

r Industries is still being met.

t for feeding thousands of refu-
influx of refugees into Assam and
hem ? Again, Sir, are we not mee-

Iam coming to that. Now,

Besides that, Sir, an additional demand is me
gees in their camps. Have we not seen a great
have we not taken the responsibility of feeding t
ting the demand of the earthquake affected areas and are we not feeding them ?
This has ]aecc?me an extra burden on us and which we do not grudge. So far, Sir,
we are still giving rice to all the earthquake affected areas. In view of this 1 say
that the statement that procurement has failed is avery wrong statement. - I
thopght, Sir, that there would be a food debate in which I would lay bare the
entire matter at length, but unfortunately my hon. Friend, the Leader of the
European and Planting Group, has now mace a reference té the food position
in Assam to which I have got to give a reply, If you look to the figures you

will find that if the Indian Tea Association had played their art properly b
. L oy - y by
making equal distribution of rice to their gardens,p t¥1eir stocl? of pfool:i would
have gone up to the 15th of October,

. L but they muddled the whole affair by stock-
ing more rice in the north baqk of the Brahmaputra and as a result of that in
some gardens there is no rice in stock whereas in some gardens there is plenty.

.}
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1t is the fault of the Indian Tea Association itself. They did not make proper
arrangements to equally distribute the rice given by the Supply Department
for their gardens. Now, what is the position at Sonari ?-

*Mr. J.r S. HARDMAN: ©On a point of explanation, Sir, arrangement had
to be made to import by air with adequate cost of 4 lakhs of rupees the supply

" allotted from West Bengal and that supply, Sir, would only last up to the 15th of

October. We maintain that it became necessary to fly our supply by air when
.procurement has broken down. :

The Hon’ble Srijutt MOTI RAM BORA: Yes, Sir, supply had to be
brought from Calcutta when there was plenty of stock at Tezpur subdivision
and scarcity in the Sonari area. That is my point. - If they had taken due care
in keeping balanced stock in all the areas then such a situation would not have
arisen and as a matter of fact I am gettingno complaint ; rather from the
figures T find  that the position so far as the North Bank of the Brahmaputra. is
concerned, is quite good. Why then all on a sudden the stock in one part of
the State has gone down while in other parts the stock is plenty ? I should say,
Sir, it is due to the muddle made by the Indian Tea Associatien for not-taking
preper care to keep equitable stock, You will also see, -Sir, that from the figu-
res supplied by my Department just now, the position in the South Bank up to

the 1st of September is also not bad. On the first September the stock was 5,905
tons. :

-

*Mr. J.S. HARDMAN: Isit correct to sa};, Sir, that the requirement

up to Ist September is 5,905 tons.

_The Hon'ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA: No, Sir, I am saying that the
Stock position up to "the 1st of September was 5, 905 tons whereas the réquire-
ment was 6,000 tons, that is, there is a difference of only 95 tons less than the
requirement.  Therefore, you will be- pleased to note, Sir, that according to
these figures, the position even in the South Bank is not so bad. Besides you
will. be interested to know, Sir, that the South Bank have not got the ha}f
seer reduction in rations. The Supply Department asked them to reduce their

e Lot least half i hat for fear of labour dispu-
tes and labour ti'oublcz.seer’ but they did not do that fo ,

fgain WhAt is ¢ iti i ‘ ? Isrmot the -supply given
by this G , he supply position here in Assam

overnment < the quantity than in other parts
of India ? If lhey~coutlg ?rﬁyT::dl?cird&gf 2321:2 to ‘gn All-India scale, I should
say that what we have been supplying to them all these years, would be more
than sufficient—nay T should say abundant. Sir, taken into account the quantity
- that is being given’ by our Department to the Indian Tea Association, if they
had brought it down'to an All-India scale of ration, the position would have
been altogether different.. But the difficulty is that they are feeding their labour
with double ration and the Supply Department .had to give them that ration
whereas in other parts of India the ration thatis givenis half of what was
given by our Department. When Supply Deépartment is supplying them ration
at this abnormal rate, to say that the Department has failed is rather doing
an injustice to the Departnent, especially at such abnormal time. You know,
Sir, conditions are abnormal now. ~Who will ever think that there will be such
communal riots, tension, etc., when lakhs and lakhs of people will be coming

~ *Speech not corrected.
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to this State gné become a burden on  the Government ? Then came the sarth-

quake'when lakhs and lakhs of people became destitute, homeless and had to
be - fed by the State. - . C:

Under such abnormal circumstances if s
lar garden, that cannot be a valid argument
has lailed. 1Instead the Supply Department
they have been able to maintain the supply po.
gimes. If we agree to certain relaxation in the rules for certain purpose to
help a certain locality or a certain Garden, it does not mean that .the Procure-
ment Department has failed. Therefore, Sir, I submit that to say that the
Procurement Department has failed is a misstatement which is done with ulterior
motive—I say the Department has never failed and will never fail,

Now, Sir, they want to make out a case of cash conversion on the ground
that the Procurement Department has failed; they '

i g think that this Government
would easily yield to it, they must know that our Government will not yield to it
(laughtes).

ome stock falls short in a particu-
that the Procurement Department
should at Jeast get some credit that
sition steady even in such unsteady

Another point that they have raised 'and that is that we should give.
up the vouluntary system of procurement because the system of procurement
in Assam has not succeeded and therefore we should go in for a compulsory
levy or total procurement. To that I submit that this voluntary system of
procurement may have defects of its ‘own. It will be seen that this system of

_compulsory procurement exists only in the province like Bombay or Madras

where the conditions are quite different from the conditions that obtains in
Assam. In those provinces most people have not got lands to cultivate w‘ﬁe;egs
the conditions in Assam are quite different. Besides, this system of total levy
has also got inherent ' risks specially for Assam in which Jute is another very
profitable crop for the cultivation of which the Government of India gives
priority. I submit again, Sir, that there is risk in this system of total compul-
sion. Suppose a man who used to cultivate good quantity of paddy
and he is compelled to sell that quantity at the controlled rate of
the Government, will he not under such circumstances, induced to grow only
what is necessary for the consumption of his family’ and take to other kinds of
crops, say, jute, which as I have said is a very profitable crop to grow, and
which is in great need in India at the moment and which can be grown in Assam
as easily as paddy. Government had to consider all aspects of the matter
before they can adopt a system in line with other parts of India. Therefore
to adopt a system without examining its pros and cons involves certain
risks.  But I can asgsyre the hon. Members that we are examining the
whole question. If my hon. Friend so_desires we may discuss with him the
system of procurement that should be introdyced now. This was also discussed
in the last Chief Ministers’ Qonference held at Delhi. So, I ‘say that the .whale
question Js under our examipation, and we cannot say off -hand that we would

adopt the Bombay system and any other system. :
Then, 8ir,

e I would say a word or two in reply the Hon’ble Leader of the
Oppasition, who criticised the quality of rice supplied in Shillong, It is true,
uality of rice supplied in Shillong has deteriorated for a month

~or so. I have myself taken up the matter. Only day before yesterday some

hon. Members had complained about the quality of rice, and I have +aken

ug the matter personally, But we should also remember that these are hard and
abnormal times, f T

Then, Sir, my hen, Friend, Maulavi Nazmal Haque, made certain remarks
about the rehabilitation problem. Sir, this is a problem which is taxiig the

‘brain of people throughout India, Sofar as this Govcrnment is concerned we
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are doing’ whatever is possible. His Excellency said that a lot of displ_aced persons
bad been rehabilitated. There was nothing to take exception to this statement.
All lands might not have been restored, but it is a fact that 86-per cent. of the
pPeople have got ;back some of their lands. Sir, there are certain difficulties
also in this regard. Recently I had been to the Dhubri side. I went from
village to village addressing public meetings. My hon. Friend knows how I
asked the people to accept the displaced persons in their fold again. Itis true
‘that in certain places the atmosphere has not improved. But if the local _people
do not whole-heartedly accept the displaced persons in their midst, will it be
desirable for Government to thrust them upon the villagers immediately ? Will
it not rreate a law and order problem ? That is why our local officers are
acting with caution, iest the peace is disturbed. I am going to move a Resolution
shortly for formation ot Minority Boards. We want the co-operation of all
sections of the people, including the members of the Minority Community.
Otherwise it will be difficult for Government to fulfil this task, That is why
wherever I went I asked the Muslim leaders to create such conditions under
w_hich the displaced persons could be safely rehabilitated on their own‘land§.
Sir, we in Assam have done very well. ‘The Hon’ble Chief Minister in his
‘speech will tell you how our work has been appreciated in high quarters,
_particularly with regard to rehabilitation of displaced persons. 1 hope, Sir,
what I have said will dispel some misconceptions in the minds of some hon.
‘Members.
. -Sir, T need not take more time of the House, We will have opportunity to
discuss about the procurement system during the coming food debzte in this
House. I would welcome constructive suggestions from hon. Members then.
. Fpr the present, I am ready to accept the suggestion for strengthening of staff.
There may he defects in our procurement system‘ but to say that the Procurement
Department has failed js completely far from truth.
With these few words, I resume my seat.
The Hon’ble Srijut BISH EDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not
_Propose to be long in t}fis 'deBbate ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁrﬁndmcnts have Il-‘lecn tabled- to the
motion that Was moved by my hon. Friend, Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.
. (BSUt certain topics have heep incidentally raised by the Hon’b'e Leader of the
«=PPostion as well as;the hony Leader of: the European Group, and it will not
.lGook nice if I do not reply to a debate of this kind. When the policy of the
overnment is being criticised, T am duty-bound to give a reply.

Sir, this Gover - - B
of i et : a clear-cut policy in all matter
-+ of importance, 1 g ave been carrying out policy

: . ing th
 haaEleatiten B thl0 not propose to say anything at this stage regarding the

: aTies € ea ature ot relief and measures for
rehabilitation so far Pthvakedont itheslin

possible for distributi

; i i i i ing of
suppliEs CnaE e on of relief by all possible means including dropping

nes by air, Even with all the resources at our disposal it
has not yet be.f!n able to approach up till now a few isolated places. But we
must face this challenge of Nature like brave men, and utilise all our energies
‘to allevmtq the distress. Sir, all these matters in connection with earthquake
will be discussed on angther day—we have set apart one day for it—and I will
. then welcome suggestions from hon. Members with regard to relief and rehabili-
| tation measures: But T make bold to say that the speed with which we have
" tackled this problem and the way in which we have distributed foodgrains,
milk; seeds and disinfected drinking water, and taken other measures, seems quite
satisfactory-—such speed in distribution of relief is not known in this province
-hefore. . It has been_ possible . because we are getting co-operation fl‘OH"l all
sections of: the people within the State as well as those living outside the State,

undertaken. All I can say is that we have done everything_



* to this small number also to be sent at a time.

“in Assam and who are not entitled
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~All people are helping us to meet this challenge of Nature. I do not like to go

into further details now. I would welcome all valuable suggestions from hon.
Members in connection with the permanent rchabilitation of this unfortunate
victims of earthquake and flood.

Now, Sir, my hon. Friends. Maulavi Nazmal Haque and Maulavi Ataur
Rahman, said that adequate steps had not been taken towards rehabilitation of
displaced Musiims. I respectfully request them to ponder and consider whether

‘that statement is correct. If the over-all picture of rehabilitation of these people is
'considered, the numerous extraneous factors which could be prevented by

my hon. Friends and the efforts of this Governmient, I am sure my hon. Friends

would revise ‘their opinion. I think that our efforts at rehabilitation of both

displaced Muslims and the refugees, consistent with our economy, have not
fallen short of any body’s expectation. In this task we expect the co-operation
of all sections of the people and more so from my hon. Friends, Maulavi Nazmal

“ Haque and Maulavi Ataur Rahman. We expect co-operation also from all those

who are interested in the rehabilitations of refugees. INo one can expect rehabilita-
tionof unlimited number of persons in Assam. This is the responsibility of the
entire India—this is also the responsibility for both the Dominions. Now, the

“péople who have come here will be allowed to go and rehabilitate in their

own areas. The Leader of the Opposition stated that the conditions in East

"Bengal are not such as stated by His Excellency in his- speech. I would

request him to consider the cases of those refugees who had left their own
relations and their properties and reason why they would not like to go back
in case good condition prevailed in that Dominion. This matter. has been
complicated by the East Bengal Government as well assome of the Officers

‘there. When there was a Conference of the Chief Ministers of East Bengal,

West Bengal and Assam and I had also the privilege of being present, a procedure

“for regulating the movement of refugees was adopted at the meeting under

which a list of immigrants is to be sent by East Bengal with particulars regarding
their homes and land so that our officers may verify their identity and intimate
East Bengal to send those only who are entitled to get back the land-and
homes under the agreement. Any person other than those are not entitled
to any benefit under the agreement. In some places large number of new comers
enter ostensibly as migrants with genuine migrants creating difficulty of rehabilita-
ting the genuine migrants. But this procedure was not followed by the East

‘Bengal Government ; so the flow of persons from East Bengal to Assam could

not be checked and regulated properly. Instead of such a procedure thousands of

persons are pouring in from. the other side, all at a time and is creating a problem

to us whereas when our Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara wanted to send back
100 refugees to Rangpur district, the Deputy Commissioner of Rangpur objected
But in our case thousands
have been sent at a time mixed - with new comers. The returning migrants
are in fact entering Assam altogether mixed up with new comers and
have complicated and created difficulties in our effort of rehabilitating the genuine
migrants. I have heard complaints from my Friend, Maulavi Ataur Rahman,
about Barpeta which I will enquire into. But I may mention that:even
the Governor of East Bengal has admired and expressed his satisfaction at
the effort made by this Government in the matter of rehabilitation. I can

‘tell Maulavi Nazmal Haque that we have rehabilitated 90 per cent.. of the

persons who have returned, but other persons who were not originally resident

: to rehabilitati hould be asked
by their Muslim friends to go away. Ao

- Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: The report is not correct.
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The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: We have got such reports
not only from one source but from many sources, such as, the district authori-
ties, the Criminal Inte]ligence Branch and other sources also which I am
taking into consideration. My Friend has not most probably enquired properly
about these returning migrants. Unless, they come under the purview of
the Indo-Pak. Agreement they will not be rehabilitated. Itis perfectly clear
from His Excellency’s speech that ours is a Secular State and we would try
to implement the Indo-Pak. Agreement as far as possible. But I would request
that in our efforts all will co-operate for the solution of this problem instead
of complicating the matter further. ‘ N

o gl g:::::iz he SPEAKER : How long will the Hon. Chicf Minister take -

'The Hon'ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: T will finjsh inten minutes. -
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER ¢ Let us sit uptO 3-15 p. m. ‘

Maulavi Saiyld MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I think, it will be bétter
if the Hon ble Leader of the House finishes his speech within 5 minutes. He is
;nug replying to his own suggestions and - to the suggestions made by his CQ]lea-

The Honw’ble Srijut BISHNUR MEDHI: I will take 10 miinutes
more. “;‘nﬂh“. paint which. the Le:adAi:fl of ;heH_CI)pposition has said isabout -
‘this surplus province being converted into deficit n the matter of rice. I will
not go into details. It has been already made clear why there is this deficit
of rice, There are hills where paddy is not grown and where we have to supply
rice. Besides we have to supply rice to the border arcas adjoining East Bengal.
But after attainment of independence our brothers who used to live on whatever
they wused to get. in the hills naturally demand full quota of ration as everyone
else. These are some of the factors which turned this provingce into a deficit
cone_in the matter of rice. I doubt if the figures given in the Agricultural
statistics are correct and the Government of India have therefore decided to haye
statagt:cs:collected 80 that we may know the actual position.,

. As regards the question of maintenance of law and order that has been
raised in tge debate by Mr. Morley, I agree that we provide up-to-date equip-
gné’; 3}:0 a;: rifles, revolvers, motor vehicles, to our police force to pursue

e cqt:hs :ln ‘l’:ther‘ anti-State elements. As a matter of fact, the hon. Membérs
;" ~se:u 1 in 0} e Supplementary Demands we are trying to make provision for a
:rgicﬁd h‘gn“ Meqmpments, e. g., rifles, revolvers, motor vehicles. But I should
r m'n i ogml}crs that we do uot produce these equipments here in Assam.
Dthurcsel g o F:i“ems of 150 years of British rule we were not trained up to produce

e eq g& v N? ml.imtry was developed in our country during their
r:,gu;mt;l bfr kattammg independence we have had to start anew from an
‘absolutely ank. I hope hon. Members will understand our difficulties, but
in spite gf difficulties We are making good progress. ' ’
out tl‘z:c wﬁﬁe l;,::vvg?gmgd al?ol{t 86 wire. ess sets and distributed them through-

Mr, Morley wants ,Thm it 13 impossible to supply as many wireless sets
as ol e 1 i e earthquake occurred on the 15th August last and on
the 16th }?ogmgb did not get any news from anywhere and T surmised that
there might l ve been something wrong in telegraphic and telephonic connections.
I sent wire CSE) message to all Deputy Commissioners, Subdivisional ‘Officers,
and Political Officers and I got the news through the wireless sets of

the Assam Rifles and Police posted at different districts about the earthquake.

-
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As regards the suggestion of Mr. Morley that the Tea Industry should.be
+ supplied with wireless sets in their respective tea gardens, it is a matter for the

Government of India, but it is difficult to say whether they would agree to supply
private persons with wireless sets. There must be some check and control on the
distribution of wireless sets and it requires examination. So,  his suggestion can-
not be accepted without proper examination and itis a matter for the Govern-

ment of India to consider whether private persons can be supplied with wireless

sets and machineries. ‘There is some danger in allowing wireless sets to private
individuals, We are however incréasing the number of our wireless sets, motor
vehicles and other equipments to make the police force as efficient as possible with
a view to enable them to deal with communism and other anti-social elements.
They are to be dealt with by the police and the military with the co-operation of
the people. Public is expected to co-operate and to bring to the notice of the
Government and the police where the anti-State elements are organising their
underground activities so that they can be dealt with. We expect that the hon.
Members of the House will exercise their influence in their own constituencies and
see that the people help the Government in dealing with the revolutionary activi-
ties of the Communists and anti-social elements. :

As there will be debate on the food situation in connection with the motion
on the Agenda, I do not propose to take hon. Members’ time now. '

There is a supplementary demand for constructing roads for the purpose of

procurement and for reorganising the Enforcement Branch. Resolutions on these

points will be brought before the House in proper time for discussion and decision.
In view of these, I submit that the objections that have been_taken incidentally
against the speech of His Excellency on these points have no ground to stand and

I hope the whole House will unanimously accept the Motion that has-been moved-

by Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.

‘The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The questionis:

““That -a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor of
Assam as follows :—
Your Excellency,

We the Members of the Assam Legislative Assembly assembled in this Session
offer our humble thanks to Your Excellency for the most illuminating speech
which Your Excellency has delivered to this House.”’

The Motion was unanimously adopted.

; Adjournment -

The Assembly was then adjourned till 1-30 p.M. on Friday, the 29th Septem-
ber 1950. : * '
 * Sumone: R. N. BARUA,

The 11th November 1950. Secretary, Legislative’ Assembly, Assam:

"
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