Proceedings of the First Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly
assembled under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 10 a.m., on
Monday, the 20th March 1950.

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, the seven
Hon’ble Ministers and thirty-four Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Expulsion of undesirable persons from Assam
“+Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEV of Sidli asked:

#*]1, Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) What steps, if any, were taken by Government so far to expel
undesirable persons from the State of Assam ?

(b)) How many undesirable immigrants are so far expelled ?

(c) If any step has been taken to stop such persons from enter-
ing Assam ?

(d) If any step has been taken to ascertain the number of such
persons in Assam ?

(¢) If co, the number of such persons in the district of Goalpara ?
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied:

1. (a)—The Government telegraphically requested Government of India
for delegation of powers under the Ordinance before the receipt of the copy of the
Ordinance and have sent to officers concerned copies of the Ordinance and
Notification delegating powers soon after the order was received and asked them
to utilise their powers for expelling immigrants who in their considered opinion
are undesirable.

(b)—Four—so far as the information in the possession of Government
at present goes. z

(¢)—The provisions in the Ordinance will be available against undesir-
able immigrants entering Assam for prosecution after service of the order of com-
pulsion.

(d)—The District Officers and Subdivisional Officers concerned have
veen instructed to collect information required for determining whether a non-
Tndian citizen is an undesirable immigrant or not.

(¢)—In view of the present state of things in Goalpara, Government
have felt it unrealistic to ask the Deputy Commissioner for this information.

#%¥The Question was put by Srijut Sarat Chandra Sinha on authorisation.
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Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, may I ask whom Government
consider undesirables ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: I draw the attention of the
hon. Member to the Ordinance and the Act itself that it relates to the foreigners
and also those who are anti-State and are creating disorder and exciting violence.

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA : Isit not necessary that they should be
Muslims ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: The Odinance did not make
any exception, but the Act exempted persons who are refugees as defined by the
Government of India.

Expulsion of undesirable persons from Assam
Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI asked :

#2_ (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have taken any
steps to drive away the undesirable persons from the State of Assam after the
i f Ordi by the G e 1to this effect ?
promulgation of the recent Ordinance by the Governor General t it
(b) Are Government aware that the large scale repatriation of these
undesirable persons is the urgent need of the hour to save Assam from the
imperding danger ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

2. (a)—Hon. Member’s attention is invited to the x:cp]}_f giw_:n to .Starrcd
Question No.1 (2j—(e) put by Raja Ajit Narayan Dev of Sidli in this session.
(6)—Government are aware that expulsion of undcsirable immigrants
is an urgent matter,

Plains Tribal Scholarship-holders in Aided Colleges
Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI asked:

*3, Will Government be pleased to state the names of the existing Plains
Tribal students of the Aided Colleges of Assam who have been awarded scholar-
ships ?

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secreta-
ry) replied :

3.-—The names are as follows :—

(1) Sree Promode Chandra Basummatari.
(2) Sree Debendra Nath Sonowal.
(3) Sree Thanuram Sonowal.
(4) Sree Joliram Deuri.
(5) Sree Karneswar Doley.
(5) Sree Kamal Chandra Sonowal.
(7) Sree Gangeswar Ayengia.
(8) Sree Purna Chandra Bora.
(9) Sree Narendra Nath Narjary.
(10, Sree Mondeswar Deury.
(11) Miss Swarna Mayee Brahma.
(12) Sree Promode Chandra Basumatari.
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers werc laid on the table)

Purchase of Government Stationeries
Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA asked :

26. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The amount of money spent for purchase of Government stationeries
for the different offices of the State during 1948-49 and 1949-50 ?
(b) From whom these stationeries are purchased ?

(¢) Why a State Stationery shop is not opened by the Government of
Assam P

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

26. (a)—The following amounts were spent on purchase of stationeries for

different Government offices in Assam from the Central Stationery Office during
1948-49 :—

Rs.
Non-Excluded Areas 1,65,041 This includes purchase of
paper, etc., for the
Government Press.
Excluded Areas 2,103

In addition to this some
officers had to make
local purchases of statio-
neries as supplies from
Central Stationery
Office were irregular due
to transport and other
difficulties. The amounts
spent on such local pur-

chases are not readily
available.
The amount spent during 1949-50 is not yet known as no debit has been
received from the Central Stationery Office up till now.

(b)—From the Central Stationery Office.
(6)—The Central Stationery Office is a Government Store which
stationeries to all Government Offices both under the Central
ments, and being situated in Calcutta, is in a much bett
supplies than any store that Government could open in Ass

supplies
and State Governe
er position to arrange
am,

Revenue received from the Gauhati—Shillong Road

Mr. LARSINGH KHYRIEM asked :

27. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) the amount of revenue received from the Shillong-Gauhati road two
years prior to the running of monopoly service by the Assam State
Transport thereon ?

(b) whether the Assam State Transport is running at a loss or with a
profit ?
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The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :

27. (@)—Rs.2,62,731 fin 1947 and Rs.2,86,922 in 1948, including taxes,
Permit fees and all other fees.
(b)—At a profit.
Supply of Atta, Maida and Sugar

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :

"~ 28. (a) Are Government aware of the hardships of the public in getting Ata,
Maida and Sugar ?

(6) When will these be available in adequate quantities ?

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary)
replied :
28. (a)—Yes, for the last few weeks. 4 TR o
et . o
(b)—It" all depend on adequate transport fam.lltlcs which 1s ver
inadequate at present. Governmentqare taking all pOSSIbIC’S(jCPS to hcnsf;:
adequate supply of Atta, Maida, etc., to all Districts and Subdivisions throug
transport by the Assam Rail Link.
Police Out-post at Nagar-Bera
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

29. (a) Will Government he pleased to state— .
(1) When the Police Out-post at Nagar-Bera in Mauza Paschim
Chamaria in the district of Kamrup started ?
(i) Whether the local public have to make contributions for its
maintenance ?
(i) If <o, what is the amount of money they have to contribute
annually or monthly ?
(t2) Whether the existence of this Out-post is dependent upon this
contribution ?
(2) Whet_her there are any other Out-posts in the State which are
mamtained at public contribution partly or entirely ?
(vi) If so, what are the names of those Qut-posts ?
(vii) Whether it is a fact that Nagar-Bera is within the Boko Police
Station ?
(vidi) If so, what is the distance between Boko and Nagar-Bera, and

(2x) What is the means of communication between Boko and

B Havi Nagar-Bera ?
Na ar-Be(ra),' av(;pg regard_ to the fact that the existence of this Out-post at
g 1S a dire necessity for the presers ation of peace and order in this

1023{1-1 Ly, do Gﬂver}qme‘nt Propose to strengthen it and to exempt the public from
making any contribution for its maintenance ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

29. (a) (i)—On 10th March 1943,

__ (#1)—To enable the Out-post to be started the public of Nagar-Bera
at first provided a house to accommodate the staff. This has since been R I
and a house is now hired by Government for the pipeec e A s onl dcon T
bution made by the public and was voluntary.

e R e o
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(fff)_—This strictly does not arise, but it is understood that the value
of the house previously provided was about Rs.25 a month.

(i9)—No.
(2)—No, although it is not uncommon for public-spirited indivi-

duals or groups of villagers to offer free accommodation to enable temporary
Beat-Posts or patrol posts to be established.

(vt)—Does not arise.
(vit)—Yes.
(viii)—About 25 miles.
(1x)—The means of communication are entirely dependent upon
seasonal conditions.

(5)—The continuance of the Out-post is under consideration.

*Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : The reply to Question 29(a) (it) is

not clear.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : Sir, the answer is quite clear
as no payment was made for the house. This question does not arise at all.

I think, the hon. Member has not taken care to go through the answers given
in 29(a) (7). :

It runs thus—¢ To enable the out-post to be started the public of Nagar-Bera
at first provided a house to accommodate the staff. This has since been given up,
and a house is now hired by Government for the purpose. This is the only con-
tribution made by the public and was voluntary.

(i) This strictly does not arise, but it is understood that the value of the
house previously provided was about Rs. 25 a month.

That question does not arise as the house was let out voluntarily without any
rent.

*Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: The Hon’ble Minister has not
taken care to ascertain the value of the rent.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Sir, it is not a question of
purchase.

*Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, is it the intention of Govern-
ment to continue or the Government have made up their mind to purchase
3 bR

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Whether permanently or
temporarily the question is under consideration of the Government.

*Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, I want to know that having
regard to the fact that the locality is 25 miles away from the Boko Police Station,
do Government consider it or not, is not understood or whether the Govern-
ment is inclined to take into consideration.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Sir, all these factors will be
taken into consideration.

*Speech not corrected.
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Jowai Government High Scheol Buildings

Mr. LARSINGH KHYRIEM asked :
30. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) To whom does the present buildings occupied by the Jowai Govern-
ment High School belong to ?
5) How many buildings are there in all ?
(¢) Whether the buil-lings are conliguous or scattered ?

(d) Whether Government are aware of the difficulties experienced by the
teachers and students in rainy days, when they are to go from one

building to another ? : 1d
(¢) Why the construc :ion of the Jowai Government High School build-

ings for which money was included and voted in the Budget for
1049-50 has not yet materialised ?
(f) Whether it is a fact that tender for this work was called for ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to provide money for the said con-
struction in the Budget for 1950-51 ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

30. (a)—Two buildings belong to the Welsh Mission and one belongs to a
private gentleman.

(b)—Three buildings.
(¢)—Scattered.
(d)—Yes.

(e)—In view of the general financial stringency consequent on the reduc-
tion of Post-War grants by the Government of India, Government decided to stop
all building projects even though funds for them were included in the Budget for
1949-50.

(/' )—The reply is in the affirmative.

(g)—No, not at present, vide answer to (¢) above ;

soon as Funds would be available,

but will take up as

Issue of Kerosene Oil to Dihing Kinar Co-operative Store

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI asked :

31. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) How many gallons of Kerosene Oil have been supplied to Dihing
Kinar Go-operative Store of Sassoni Mouza of Dibrugarh Subdivi-
sion during the period from January 1947 to December 1949, month
by month ?

(b) How_ many gallons have been supplied to the said Co-operative Store
during the above period under special permit, month by month ?

(¢) For what purposes the Kerosene Oil was supplied 2

s

‘-‘
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Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary)

replied :

31. (a)—A statement showing Kerosene Oil quotas issued to Dihing Kinar
Co-operative Store of Sassoni Mouza, Dibrugarh, from January 1947 to December

1949 is placed below :—

Name of menths Quantity in Quantity in Quantity “in

gallons gallons gallons

1647 1948 1949
January 500 500 960
February ... 500 500 710
March 500 500 500
April 1,000 470 470
May e 1,000 500 750
June 1,000 500 472
July 500 500 1,110
August i 500 500 630
September ... 500 500 420
October ... 1,000 780 740
November ... 500 980 680
December ... 500 660 850

{6)—No special quotas have been issued to the Co-operative Store but
the issues vary according to the stock with the Agents.

(¢)—Kerosene quotas have been issued to this whole-saler for distribution
among the pegged retailers under this store.

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: 31.() =dlw a1 2z
1 friz: f*afm Co-operative Store = special *iafiss (F3ifsa coa faat
@R TR | T AEFEeEd GrEbaT T @it @ supply 9 dda B
T feeIs O@ iz T oot walbs taF ez sood B 3/ special
p;rmlttblssuc Fq 3y ; fF% pegged retailers  fFatE 12 csm w=eon
e 9= |

a2 4B WG Fare B dita 3fsr 78 1 2w Al ztes 49 Awcat
sl 43 (a SifReEsieT o o oificd Fam oo Special permit ©
issue F91 (FZ TFCA ARG 9T (¢) © ¢Fg @ wholesaler q retailer
T fwe—f=T atFalty fem @@ w1is |

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - QAT IR St cxfat atz 3@
F7 (afs ? *

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: 2, (126 % cgtat MT
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: witdfats ziss 7t Fies ¢ 2
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Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: @R ztes =iz #ld
wits | wie AlzEFhAlE @Al a3 @uges  gelld ZAT 3% (T
SfF 3T At FReER @i AR

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary): Sir,

I do not know if the hon. Member is making a confusion between ‘special permits’

and ‘supplementary permits’. Any way, I am quite prepared to accept the state-
ment of the hon. Member and I am undertaking an enquiry in the matter.

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: Special permit gfficg fa
wftm | CIECE A% ey stees ofw w7 oi2 wifkte | Special permit
S 8% iz fevla teiasditae @tg @ toa figd (13 oa <4t 2ifze [
sfaea 302 cata fIygr |

Northhrook Gate at Gauhati

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

32. Will Government be pleased to refer to the replies given to Unstar-
red Question No.139 (f) and () asked by the Questioner during the Sep-
tember Session of the Assembly, 1919 (vide Assembly Debates of 20th September
at page 1050) and state—

(@) Whether Government have been able by this time fo conclude their
promised consideration of the question regarding the repair of
the Northbrook Gate at Gauhati ?

(b) If so, what is the final decision of the Government in the
matter ?

(¢) Do Government propose to take early steps for its repair ?

(d) If not, why not ?
The Hon’ble Rev. J J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

32 (a)—Yes.
()—TIt has been decided by Government that necessary rcpairs. to the
Gate should be made by the Gatﬂlali()v%{:‘li‘:il)al Board who is responsible for

its proper maintenance.
(¢) & (d)—Do not arise.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Will Government be pleased to
state whether they have instructed the Executive Officer of the Gauhati Munici-
pality to undertake the work of repair of the Gate P

The Hom’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, it is the duty of the
Municipal Board to look into this matter. As the Executive Officer isin charge
of the Municipality he will no doubt look into this matter. Perhaps, the Hon’ble
Minister, Local Self-Government will kindly instruct the Exccutive Officer to
attend to this,

Transportation of timher from Assam to Calcutta Market
Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEV of Sidli asked:

33. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) If it is a fact that timber from Assam is not being_ transported as be=
fore due to want of accommodation in the trains ?

<y
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(b) Ifitis a fact thAt timber market is now considerably dull owing to
want of movement of timber from Assam to Calcutta Market ?

(¢) If Government expect any fall in forest revenue due to the above
© cause ?

(d) 1f Government propose to contact the relevant authorities to provide
proper facilities for transporting timber to Calcutta by the new link
line ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA rcplied:

"33, (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.
(e)—Yes.

(d)—Government have already contacted the relevant authorities,

Announcement of the result of election to the Assam Embankment
and Drairage Advisery Committee

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: As a result of voting for election to the
Assam Embankment and Drainage Advisory Committee, I hereby announce
that Shri Dharanidhar Basumatari has been elected. No votes were cast in
favour of any other candidates.

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS
GRANT No, 35

(72.—Capital Qutlay on Industrial Development)

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHINURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the re-
commendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a
sum not exeeeding Rs. 21,100 be granted so defray the charges which will come in
the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1951, for the
administration of the head ¢ 72.— Capital Outlay on Industrial Dcvclopn;cnt.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

e That a sum not exceeding Rs. 21,100 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ecnding on the 31st

March 1951, for the administration of the head ¢ 72.—Capital Outlay on
Industrial Development’.”

There are no Cut Motions.
I put the question.

The question is ;

‘“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 21,100 he
which will come in the course of pay ’ :
March 1951, for the administratio
Development.®

granted to defray the charges
ment  during the year ending on the 31st
n of the head ¢72.—Capital Outlay on Industrial

The question was adopted.
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GRANT No. 36
(82B.—Capital Outlay on Nationalisation of Road Transport)

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the recom~
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a sum
not exceeding Rs.6,75,000 be granted to delray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1951, for the admi-
nistration of the head * 82B.—Capital Outlay on Nationalisation of Road

Transport.™

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved:

¢ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,75,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1951, for the administration of the head ©82B.-—Capital Outlay on

Nationalisation of Road Transport.” ”’
There are no Cut Motions. I put the question.

The question is:

““ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,75,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during thf year ending on the 31st
Mazrch 1951, for the administration of the head ¢ 82B.—Capital Outlay on

Nationalisation of Road Transport.” ”

The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 34

(71.— Capital Gutlay on Schemes of Agricultural Improvement and
Research)

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEC KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, 1 beg to move that a
sum not exceeding Rs. 3,94,800 be granted to defray the chaiges which will come
in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst March 1951, for the
administration of the head ‘¢ 71.—Capital Qutlay on Schemes of Agricultural

Improvement and Research
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved:

. ““ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,94,800 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of pavment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1951, for the administration of the head ¢ 71.—Capital Outlay on Schemes
of Agricultural Improvement and Research.” ”

There are no Cut Motions. I put the question.

The question is :

“* That a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,94,800 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1951, for the administration of the head ¢ 71.—Capital Qutlay on Schemes
of Agricultural Improvement and Research.’

The question was adopted.

P =N
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GRANT No. 1
(4.—Taxes on Income other than Corporation Tax)

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a
sum not exceeding Rs. 46,700 be granted to defray the charges which will come
in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1951 for the
admiinistration of the head “4.—Taxes on Income other than Corporation Tax”.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

‘“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 46,700 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1951 for the administration of the head ‘4.—Taxes on Income other
than Corporation Tax’ *’,

There are no Cut Motions. I put the question.

The question is :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 46,700 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1951 for the administration of the head ‘4.—Taxes on Income other than

Corporation Tax’ .
The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 25
(Public Works Tools and Plants and Establishment)

The EHon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS.ROY: Mr, Speaker, Sir, on the
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a
sum not exceeding Rs. 25,28,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come
in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1951, for the
administration of the head “Public Works Tools and Plants and Establishment’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 25,28,500 be
which will come in th= course of
March 1951, for the administra
Plants and Establishment’® **,

I put the question.
The question is:

‘“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 25,28,500 be
which will come in course of payment during the y
1951, for the administration of the head
Establishment’ »*,

The question was adopted.

_be granted to defray the charges
payment during the year ending on the 31st
tion of the head “Public Works Tools and

granted to defray the charges

ear ending on the 31st March
‘Public Works Tools and Plants and

GRANT No. 17
(12.—Charges on Motor Vehicles Taxation Act)

The Ho:}’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the
rccommendatlo'n of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to’ mov;: that a
sum not exceeding Rs. 5,56,5_00 be granted to defray the charges which will come
in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1951, for the
administration of the head ¢ 2.—Charges on Motor Vehicles Taxation Act”,
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

““That a sum not exceeding Rs. 5,56,500 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1951, for the administration of the head ¢12.—Charges on Motor Vehicles
Taxation Act’ .

There are no Cut Motions.
I put the question.
The question is :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 5,56,500 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1951, for the administration of the head ¢12.—Charges on Motor Vehicles
Taxation Act’® .

The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 8
(13.—Other Taxes and Duties)

Tke Hon’hble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move tl}at a sum not
exceeding Rs. 2,18,600 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the _315t March 1951, for the
administration of the head ¢*13,—Qther Taxes and Duties”.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,18,600 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1951, for the administration of the head ‘13.—Other Taxes and Daties’ ”.

There is no Cut Motion. I put it as a question.

The question is :

3 “Th_at 4 sum not exceeding Rs. 2,18,600 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1951, for the administration of the head ‘13.—Other Taxes and Duties’ ”’.

The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 14
(30.—Ports and Pilotage)

: The Hon’ble Rev, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: On the recommendation of
,H‘S Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs. 1,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of

payment duting the year ending on the 31st March 1951, for the administration of
the head ““30.—Ports and Pilotage”,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

““That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,500 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March
1951, for the administration of the head ‘30.— Ports and Pilotage’ ,

There is no Cut Motion. T put it asa question.

Ry
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The question is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,500 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March
1951, for the administration of the head ¢30.—Ports and Pilotage’ *°.

The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 28

(55.—Superannuation Allowances and Pensions and 83.—Payment of
Commuted Value of Pensions)

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 33,13,800 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1951, for the
administration of the head ¢“55.—Superannuation Allowances and Pensions and
83.—Payment of Commuted Value of Pensions™’,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

““That a sum not exceeding Rs. 33,13,800 be granied to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst
March 1951, for the administration of the head ¢55.—Superannuation Allowances
and Pensions and 83.—Payment of Commuted Value of Pensions’ >,

There is no Cut Motion. I put it as a question.

The question is:

““That a sum not exceeding Rs. 33,13,800 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1951, for the administration of the head ‘55.—Superannuation Allowances
and Pensions and 83.—Payment of Commuted Value of Pensions’ *°,

The question was adopted.
GRANT No. 6
(11.—Registration)

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : On the recommmendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs. 1,13,800 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of

payment during the year ending on the 31lst March 1951, for ths administration
of the head ““11.—Registration®’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

 ““That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,13,800 be granted to delray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1951, for the administration of the head ‘11.—Registration’ *,
There isno  Cut Motion. I putitasa question,
The question is:
““That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,13,800 be granted to defray the charges

which willpcome in the course of paymeat during the year ending on the 3lst
March 1951, for the administration of the head ‘11.—Registration’ >,

The question was adopted.
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GRANT No. 27
(54-A.—Famine Relief)
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move t_hat a sum not exceed-
ing Rs. 2,10,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course
of payment duing the year ending on the 31st March 1951, for the administration
of the head ““54-A.—Famine Relief’’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,10,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst
March 1951, for the administration of the head ‘54-A.—Famine Relief’ .

There is no Cut Motion. I putitasa question.

The question is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,10,000 be granted to deiray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1951, for the administration of the head ¢54.—A—Tamine Relief” *’.

The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 15
(36.—Scientific Departments)

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 13,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1951, for the admi-
nistration of the head “36.—Scientific Departments’’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :
““That a sum not exceeding Rs. 13,000 be granted to delray the charges

which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st

23
.

March 1951, for the administration of the head *36.—Scientific Departments
There is no Cut Motion. I put it as a question.
The question js
“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 13,000 be granted to defray the charges

which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1951, for the ad ministration of the head ‘36.-—Scientific Departments’ ”.

The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 5

(10.—Forests)
e g‘he Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: On the recommendation of
z ]stce]rer’CY the Governor of Assam, T beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceed-
l?g s. 36,38,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course
of payment during the year endine on the 31st March 1951, for the administra-
tion of the head «]0,—Forests”.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

\ “T}.lat a sum not exceeding Rs. 36,38,500 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst
March 1951, for the administration of the head ‘10.—Forests' >’.

There is one Cut Motion standing in the name of Prof. Sarwan,
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Prof. P. M. SARWAN: I beg to move, Sir, that the total provision of
Rs.36,38,500 under Grant No. 5, Major head—10.—Forests, at page 46 of the
Budget be reduced by Re. 1, i. e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.36,38,500
do stand reduced by Re. 1.

My object is to criticise the Government regarding their re-forestation plans.

I am specially concerned with the Forest Department as quite an appreciable
portion of the tea garden tribes form the majority of people labouring on the
Forests of Assam. The labourers of the Forests belong to the same section of
people that go to supply labour for the tea gardens. Ex-tea labourers who do not
find Government waste lands to produce food move into the Forests and labour
in the forest to eke out a living and these labourers often form forest villages.
Though as a national of Assam I am just as interested in the development of
the forests of Assam, I am at the present moment, because of the present crisis,
more interested in the well-being and happiness of people who labour in the
forests as well as those who labour on lands outside the Reserved Forests,

The Forests Department, in their plans to develop and extend the forests of
Assam, may overlook the fact that the Forest Department just as all other Govern-
ment Depariments exist, in the ultimate analysis, for the well-being, contenment
and happiness of people, men, women and children. Unhappiness and misery
of any section of people is bound to affect the rest of the population whether now
or hereafter.

Re-forestation of lands already used, occupied and cultivated by people for
the production of food, may be desirable from the stand-point of forest develop-
ment and eXtension. But when reforestation is suddenly ordered by Govern-
ment, the people affected are likely to be disorganised through misunderstanding
and a sense of insecurity and injustice might spread among them and through them
among their kinsmen outside the forests and thence to the large tea garden popu-
lation on the tea estates of Assam. To illustrate my point I refer to the proposal
of the Government to re-forest Government non-cadastral waste-lands occupied
by ex-tea garden labourers in Mokhua and Gorsinga areas of Dibrugarh subdivi-
sion and latterly in Doom-Dooma arca. Two years ago the subordinates of the
Forest quartment went to measure the boundaries of the above areas of Mokhua
aqd Garsinga without having explained what they were doing. The ignorant
raiyats were given to understand that since they did not belong to the Congress
Party, the Congress Government was taking away their lands to turn them out of
their hearths and homes ! A Government regardless of its colour has to take care
of all people, and I am sure the present Congress Government is anxious {o do
so. But the Government should be careful to see how its policies and plans are
actually being implemented by the subordinates who are in direct touch with
the masses. Just as the Revenue Department should see how the Sub-Deputy
Collectors, ihe Kanungoes and the Mondals are behaving in their relations with
the raiyats, so the Forest Department should see how the Rangers, the Foresters
and the Forest Guards are behaving with the forest labourers, tenants and others
with whom they are or come in direct contact.

After all Government Departments exist for the people and not ice-persa.
Ig’ the people are rendered miserable by any action of any Department of the
Government, the Government should be ready to find out where the shoe pinches
?,nd rcmovc? the cause of the trouble and avoid precipitate actions likc‘ly to result
in sense of insecurity, panic or frustration.

. Although this is a Cut Motion and a defect is being indicated in the tradi-
tional style, one must not fail to congratulate the Department for trying to carry
out all the forest plans and routine work in an efficient manner in spite of paucity
of funds. 'The Forest Department is being run much more efficiently than many
other Departments of Government, e. g., much more efficiently than the Public
Works Department, but my Cut Motion is in the nature of drawing the attention
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of the Government to the nced of not over-looking the human clement w!ul():}l
is just as important as efficiency. If the human touch is given the go-by at Cabi-
net level, gradually we shall find that the Government is moving in one direction,

the M. L. A’s moving in another, the supporters outside trekking in a third
perhaps drifting

direction, while the masses will be moving 1n no direction or
towards the abyss,

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, while not necessarily wishing to
lend support to all the points which the hon. Mr. Sarwan has pmde in moving t]n_}
Cut Motion, I would like to take this opportunity of drawing the attention 0
Government and of hon. Members of this House to a number of important 1items
in the Forest Department portfolio. .

First of all Mr. Sarwan has rightly referred to the high standard o_f‘ admi-
nistration which continues to characterise the Forest Department ; particularly
on the financial side we find that the accounts are well prepared and that Depart-
ment is bringing in a substantial amount of revenue¢ to Government. Tqmpora-
rily it may be handicapped by the difficulties which transport dislocation _has
imposed, but neverthelcss we can hope that the Forest Department will continue
for many years to contribute substantial and increasing sums to the .E:fcllequcr
of this State. In fact we would be happier to find rather more cxpendlt}lrc on
the Forest Department because we believe that productive e:'(per_adliurc is most
important at the present time, since the low standard of per capita 1mmcomce referred
to the other day by the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition and also by the
Hon’ble Food Minister, can only be raised if the productive incomc of the State
is increased and the Forest Department is doing its bit towards this. It is not,
however, on this item particularly that I wish to take up the time of the House.
Now that progress has been made with the integration of Assam and if my
reading of the new Constitution is correct, the powers of Government are greater
in those areas where formerly they exercised only an indirect c.ontrol. It is,
therefore, necessary to draw the attention of Government to the importance of
immediate steps to re-afforest those hill slopes in the State which have been so
severely denuded in the past. To-day during the rains we find that the rivers
of Assam are thick with mud, which is the wealth of the State driiting outto the
sea ; the topsoil which carries mnst of the valuable m_n_lera.l p_roperues 18 bcmg
washed away into the rivers, and the river beds areé Ising with the result that
we can contemplate in the next few years that floods in Assam will become greater
and more devastating. It is, therefore, of the utmost importance if the topsoil
of this State is preserved, if devastating floods are to be prevented, that immediate
steps be taken to re-afforest on a far vaster scale than has been hitherto contem-
plated those hill slopes which are now barren and from w hich torrential rain falls
into the valleys below producing all the problems of soil crosion. \_'Vc ha:ve the
problem of flood control which can only be tackled if re-afforestation is carried out
on a really extensive scale.

I hope that the Hon’ble Forest Minister will be able to give us an assurance
that Government have this matter in hand.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am not at
all prepared to accept the statement made by the hon. Mover of the Cut Motion
that the ex-tea gardcn labourers are IngICCted- As a matter of fact n the
reserved forests where we have got forest villages W¢ have been accommodating
these ex-tea garden labourers, namely Santhals and others. We have been enter-
taining them as forests villagers and we are now taking more care for the develop-
ment of these forests villages, with regard to sanitation, communication, water
supply and education. The hon. Mover of this Cut Motion made a specifiz
reference to certain reserves, namely Makhowa and Garsinghia in the Lakhimpur
Division. With regard to this I beg to invite the attention of the hon. Members
to the replies given by me in the 1948 September Session of the Assembly to the
question put by the same hon. Member. The replies to Question 60 (¢) and ()
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It has been reported that there are no private lands or villages within the propo-
sed areas, but there are squatters only who are mostly Nepalese and ex-tea
garden labourers who have been doing a great deal of damage to these forest
areas by indiscriminate felling. In ““d ” and ¢ e **, it is stated that the propo-
sal has yet to be examined and enquired into before any final declaration is made
to constitute these areas as the reserved forests. As usual preliminary notification
will be published by Government inviting objections from persons who may have
any grievances against such reservation. Tea garden tribes and castes if there be
any such caste and tribe will then be able to file or represent their cases before the
Settlement Officer to be appointed by Government and their grievances, if any,
will certainly be enquired into by him before any final decision is made. So this
reservation is not done all on a sudden. We have been inviting objections from
different people and have given sufficient opportunity to the people to file their
objections. I do not know whether the hon. Member is aware that such pre-
liminary notifications were issued in the meantime.

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: I am aware of the notification, Sir. I have brought
the matter to the notice of the Settlement Officer, that is the Deputy Commis-
sioner.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Did he submit any formal
objection to the Settlement Officer ?

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: I have indicated to the people to do so, but we
have to consider the backwardness and ignorance of the people.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: Any way, at the time of
passing the final order I shall look into it and see what can be done.

I am really very glad to hear that the hon, Member has stated before the
House that of all the Departments the Forest Department is running very effici-
ently.  With regard to the point raised by Mr. Hardman,- I may tell him that
Government is quite alive to the question of more reservation specially in slopes,
and we have definite scheme for extending the reservation areas,

I may tell the hon. Members in this connection that the area of the reser-
ved forests in this Province is still now very small. According to expert opinion
25 per cent. of the total area of the State is required. But we have at the moment
12 per cent. only. We have not got half the area that is the standard percentage
of the State. So, I hope and I am very glad to find that the hon. Members
will give full support with this drive of the Ministry.

Prof. P. M. SARWAN : 1 have drawn the attention of the Government to
the matter., My purpose has been served, and Government have expressed their
anxiety to attend to the matter that I have brought before the House. Therefore,
I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member leave of the
House to withdraw his Motion ?

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I put the question.

The question is :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 36,38,500 be granted to defray
the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on
the 31st March, 1951 for the administration of the head ‘10.—Forests’, **

The question was adopted.
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GRANT No. 21
(42.hC.o-o'peration—I—-Co-operative Societies)

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs. 5,27,100 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course
of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1951 for the administration
of the head ¢ 42,—Co-operation—I.— Co-operative Societies.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

¢ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 5,27,100 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1951 for the administration of the head ¢ 42,— Co-operation—I.—Co-ope-
rative Societies’.”’

I see there are no Cut Motions. So I put the question.
The question is:

“ That a  sum not exceeding Rs, 5,27,100 be granted to
defray the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year
ending on the 31st March, 1951 for the administration of the head ‘42.—GCo-opera-
tion—I—Co-operative Societies’,”

The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 21A
(42.—Co-operation—II—Rural Development)

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 5,02,100 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1951 for the admi-
nistration of the head ¢ 42.—Co-operation—II—Rural Development .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

¢ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 5,02,100 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1951 for the administration of the head ¢49.—Co-operation—II—Rural
Development’.”

There are no Cut Motions,

The question is:

“ That a sum not excezding  Rs. 5,02,100 be granted to

defray the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year

ending on the 31st March, 1951 for the administration of the head ‘42.—Co-ope-
ration —II—Rural Development’,” ;

The question was adopted.

So I put the question.

GRANT No. 30
(37.—Miscellaneous)

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the

recommendation of His Excellency the Govern m, I beg to move that a
sum not t:)gceedmg Rs. 1,12,22100 pe gl.a;ﬁcgf tOASS ilef’ray thge charges which
ull Come e 60 A B IE during  the year ending on the 31st March
1951, for the administration of the head ¢ 57 —Miscellan eous”.
The Hon’ble the SPEA.KER: Motion aaveds
 That a sum not exceeding Rs, 1,12,99,100 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst
March, 1951, for the administration of the head ¢57.— Miscellaneous’.” .
As there were no Cut Motions, the Motion was put by the Chair as a question

before the House, and adopted.

I

s \ V.o
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GRANT No. 13
(29.

Police)

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move thata
sum not exceeding Rs. 78,33,200 be granted to defray the charges which will come

in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1951 for the
administration of the head ¢ 29.—Police™.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

““That a sum not exceeding Rs. 78,33,200 bcz granted to defray the charges
which will ccme in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1951 for the administration of the head ‘29.—Police’.”’

As there were no Cut Motions, the Motion was put by the Chair as a ques-
tion before the House, and adopted.

GRANT No. 18

(39.—Public Health)

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: On the recommendation of His
Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a sum not exceeding
Rs. 21,50,900 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of
payment during the year ending on the 31st March,1951, for the administration of
the head ¢39.—Public Health”.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.21,50,900 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1951 for the administration of the head *39.—Public Health’.??

As there were no Cut Motions, the Motion was put by the Chair asa ques-
tion before the House and adopted.

Government Resolutions

The Hon’ble Rev J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would
- like to move the Government ¥Resolution standing ir} my name, which was laid on
the table of the hon. Members on Saturday last, if the hon.

Members would
give me permission.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The proposed Resolution was placed on the
table on Saturday last. Under the Rules the hon. Members are entiled to have at
least two days’ time for tabling of amendments. Itis not yet two days. However, if
the hon. Members have no objection I would allow the Hon’ble Minister to
move his Resolution.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Some hon.
to table amendments.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then we can take this up to-morrow,
hon. Members may table amendments to-day before 3 . m.

Members might like
The

Resolutions

We now come to private members’ business—Resolutions. The first Resolu-
tion stands in the name of Prof. P. M. Sarwan. He may move his Resolution.

*Appendix C.
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Resolutions 72 : holding of Local Board Elections under adult
franchise

Prof. P. M SARWAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am not going to move this
Resolution, but may I be permitted to speak a few words on it ?

A Voice: Move the Resolution.

Prof. P. M. SARWAN : M. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that in view of
the provision made in the Constitution of India by which all adults have been
enfranchised, this Assembly is of opinion that henceforward the Local Board
clections in Assam be held under adult franchise.

Sir, in a democracy it is of great importance that elections should not be
delayed, and hence the ensuing Local Board elections should not any longer be
postponed. But in view of the fact that the new electoral rolls prepared in accor-
dance with the Constitution have not yet been publised and their publication for
the purpose of Local Board elections will entail further delay in holding the said
clections, already too long delayed, and as the Government have shown, by a Bill,
their democratic anxiety not to postpone the elections beyond 31st May next, it
would be difficult to move the Resolution, and at the same time to ask the
Government to be democratic and not hold immediate elections. That being my
difficulty, Sir, I beg to withdraw my Resolution. Have I got the permission of
the House to do so ?

The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

(At this stage the Hon’ble Speaker vacated the Chair and the Deputy
Speaker occupied it).

Resolution regarding reduction of salaries of the Hon’ble Ministers
and the Hon’ble Speaker

Maulavi ABDUL HALIM : Madam, Deputy Speaker, I beg to move
that this 4ssembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take immediate
steps to introduce necessary legislation to reduce the salaries of the Hon’ble
Ministers and the Hon’ble Speaker to the amount of Rs.500 only per month for
each of them.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : Madam, 1 rise on a point
of order, _ This Resolution as it appears relates to two different matter namely,
the salaries of the Hon’ble Ministers and the salary of the Hon’ble Speaker,
whereas, a Resolution can contain one subject only and not two subjects and
as such this Resolution is out of order. ( Hear, hear).

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY; This Resolution has been
admitted.

_ The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Two subject matters cannot
be included in a Resolution,

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : In that case onc of the two sub-
jects may be eliminated,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : What is the opinion of the hon, Mover ?

._%
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Mauiavi ABDUL HALIM : T would like to move climinating the salary of
the Hon’ble Speaker.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : When there is a question of
order, the opinion of the hon. Mover is not at all necessary. Itis to be decided

whether it is permissible or not to move this Resolution according to the rules of
the Assembly,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : According to the rules, this Resolution is not in
order, as it contains the salaries of the Hon’ble Speaker as well as of the Hon’ble
Ministers. So, I rule that this Resolution is out of order.

Resolution regarding conversion into a National Health Resort of the
Hot Spring Tank known as Garampani in Nambar Forest,
Golaghat

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Madam, Deputy Speaker, I beg to
move that this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take
steps to convert into a National Health Resort the Hot Spring Tank known as
Garampani in the Nambar Forests, Golaghat by reclaiming the same with
necessary improvements and constructions ; and that for the bathers and pleasure
seekers a levy of such fees as may be decided by Government be fixed by elimina-
ting indiscriminate bathing and polluting the water of the said tank.

Madam, I think, most of our hon. Members have seen this beauty spot in
Ass:arn, known as Garampani, about 14 miles off from the town of Golaghat, It
1s situated in the Nambar Forests, the Forest Reserve, and the place where thijs
tank is situated is just on the main road of Golaghat-Dimapur Road, a first class
Public Works Department road, fully developed, nearby which we have also an
Insp?ction Bungalow. But the tank which will be about 30 square feet, just on
the side of the Nambar river, has been every year deteriorating. Many people
from Assam and outside also go to this place and take bath in the tank, but,
generally we find that there is no check and all sorts of people, even lepers, go
tberc and take bath. Of course, there is one exit from the tank to the Nambar
river nearby where the water flows, which is on a low level, which is a salient
fcatur‘e of the tank, otherwise, perhaps, many people would have refused to have
bath in this tank. The water of the tank contains sulphur and many people who
suffer from skin disease go there to take bath, a3 it is said that many people get
advantage of their ailments being cured there.

. Madam, my intention of moving this Resolution is to ask the Government
to lmp}'ovc the said tank. While I was the Chairman of the Go]aghat Local
Bogrd In 1929, T reclaimed this tank to some extent and moved the Government
to 1ssue a pass system so that indiscriminate bathing might be checked. My idea
was that there should be a Chaukidar or a Clerk, who on production of a certifi-
€ation from a Doctor would allow a person to take bath in the tank. But that
was refusegi, I think, because Government of Assam had no jurisdiction over it
4% 1t contains mineral resources, which are under the domain of the Government of
India, So the matter ended there. Now, that we are independent, we have got
our own State as an independent State within the Union, I think, we can devise

Il?aet?:i]rsa to improve the tank and introduce permit system to check indiscriminate
g.

I am glad to inform the House

Budget Momorandum this year I find that they are going to erect an inn near the

ti’;lnk- I think they have provided for this Garampani tank a sum of Rs.6,000 and
o ‘d_ Lo erect a permanent shed in the Garampani and a shed near the tank, My
contention is that the tank should b improved by cementing the sides of the tank,

» and I congratulate the Government that in the
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and, if possible, by a system of separate small tanks nearby connected with pipe
systems so that if a person goes there and takes his bath, the water might be emp-
tied and fresh flow of water from the main tank my be introduced. I think it will
a be verv healthy system and, at the same time, with advantage, may cure diseases
of many people who come from a great distance to have their bath there.

In this connecticn, I may also refer that we will eventually from this part of
the tank—about 13 miles off from the Golaghat Town-—have a national park with
Dimapur, Mao and Nichuguard leading up to the region of Logtak lake in
Manipur. I have found from a report written by Mr. E. P. Gee that Logtak lake
abounds in wild ducks and wild fowls nearby and this will be a very suitable
place for good and controlled shooting for the Sikaries, sportsmen and tourists
and so eventually with this tank converted into a systematic and protective tank
with Dimapur, Nichugard and Mao right up to Logtak region about 150 miles
in distance or so—we might convert the whole area into a National Park.

In this connection, I can tell the House that we have no good and large
National Parks in India. There is hardly any National Park in our country. We
have some such national park in Ceylon, I think, in the United Provinces we have
a national park, but nothing has been heard about it. We hear that Government
is proposing to have one Tirap Frontier Tracts national park, but [ do not think
that this National Park will be of any advantage in the line suggested as from the
nearest road one has to walk about 4 or 5 days to reach the area. I am of
opinion that no money should be expended on it.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Madam, are these all
relevant to Garampani ?

_Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Madam, if this tank is improved,
I think, we may have in contemplationto build a National Park as suggested.
Tl_lc area is yery suitable, and if it is converted into a National Park including
Dimapur, Nichugard and Mao and up to Logtak region this will form a very good
National Park with immense possibilities for good game and controlled shooting
that will attract world tourists and sportsmen who will have access to our Pro-
vince. So, [ beg to move that this Resolution be taken into consideration.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Resolution moved: “This Assembly is
of opinion that the Government of Assam do take steps to convert into a National
Health Resort the Hot Spring Tank known as Garampani in the Nambar Forests,
Golaghat by reclaiming the same with necessary improvements and constructions ;
and that for the bathers and pleasure seekers a levy of such fees as may be
decided by Government be fixed by eliminating indiscriminate bathing and
polluting the water of the said.” i

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Madam, I rise to support the Resolution
moycd by my Friend which proposes to keep the Garampani unpolluted and for
which he wants to make a proposal to the Government or the Public Works De-
partment to spend a little so that this very uscful health resort with medicated
water may stand there as a real health resort. Recently I had been there, and
fortunately I met one of the Public \Works Department Engineers, and we had a
talk about th.e very thing that the muddy water of Garanipani might not be pol-
Juted, a_nd with a little expenditure and a little imagination Garampani might be
turned intdo a very good health resort, where people go for picnic or for bath. I
find that possibly on a modest calculation it would not cost more then 10 to 20
thousand rupees for its resuscitation and at the same time to make a small quarter
where the people may take shelter. Ifa smalllevy is made, everybody will be

leased to pay the levy when they come for enjoyment and for picnic purpose or
for bath._ As such even by spending Rs.20 to Rs.30 thousand even in these days
of financial hardship, I believe, we can have a good bath there and what little
amount would be spent could be realised within a year or two.

Ny
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The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: How these amounts could be
realised within a year or two ?

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: The amounts could be realised from the
people who come to the health resort by way of a levy.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: What should be the amount
of fee ? (4 voice annas four).

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: It should be little more in the case of
individuals. I say for a family or for a person who goes there with his family it
should be Re.l or Rs.2 or per capita /2] or 4/,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: May I know what is the distance from the near-
est village ?

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Itisin the heart of the Forest Reserve.
Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Twelve miles from Golag-

hat town.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Thisis a very lovely place., People come
there with advantage to their health, to their mind and for relaxing their jaded
muscles. I think this much of amount will not be grudged by the Public Works
Department Minister to make a scheme for this purpose, and the Hon’ble Finance
Minister to find out the money.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Madam, Deputy Speaker,
I am raising a point of order. In the discussion of Resolutions, the usual procedure
is that when the Mover makes a preliminary speech we then hear the Govern-
ment point of view and after that the subject is open for general discussion.
The hon. Mover has moved his Resolution and now we want to hear the Govern-
ment point of view first before any other Member takes part in the discussion.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, that is the procedure.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Madam, Deputy Speaker, I
quite appreciate the views expressed by the hon. Mover of this Resolution.

Our land is rich in naturzl resources. We have a number of water falls and
hot springs here and there. I have personally visited the two localities where we
have got hot springs. To one the hon. Mover of the Resolution has already
referred and the other is just by the side of the road from Jowai to Haflong.
There are also some hot springs I think in some other parts of our Province.
With regard to the hot spring which has been referred to in the Resolution by
my Friend, Mr. Barua, I have seen it more than once and the attention of the
Government has already been drawn to this and we have made a provision for
constructing a shed. We have also asked the local Divisional Forest Officer to sink
a well and have the water examined chemically. These are the steps already taken
by the Government and in view of this I hope the hon. Mover of the Resolution
will kindly withdraw the Resolution. We shall see in what best way we can
improve the hot springs.

Srijut KHORSING TERANG : =tadia  Jsitagr  wziqa,
FTT  IFA CleqiA S Akl resolution witfits ¢i3th A2 39 wISiar IE
eital | A% (1R A4S (F3RITA fog o o 42 AiZem | At $129 e ARz
4% SIS 91 TpTacs WiE ©iw o caita | ©le 9N EEE TrweT TRty 9@ @,
SIS °N 4Td 47, 4yf= @it ci= =7 9fF Tgza et |

(A voice—siT oh 474 =FT9 29 Al ?)



314 RESOLUTIONS [20TH MAR,
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Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Madam, I
sympathy with the Mover of this Resolution, my esteemed F{icnd, Mr. Barua, fpr
more reasons than one. No.l, it is a very important hot spring that we have in
Assam. No. 2, on another occasion, I think last year, my Friend, Mr. Barua, had
the courage and courtesy to support 2 Motion of mine though later on he roused the
indignation of some of the hon. Members of his own Party. I endorse everything
that has fallen from his lips and I fully agree with him that this is a very impor-
tant health resort and Government attention ought to be paid adzquately to this
important matter, Mr. Barua has said that most of the hon.. Members of this

House must have seen this hot spring. I should like to contradict t-hal: statement
embers have not seen it and I hope

of his. In my opinion most of the hon. M seen
the Government would make arrangements, as soon as the session 13 over, to carcy
all the hon. Members here to this hot spring (Hear, hear). 1 upcler-
stand the spring is haunted. Some arrangement may be made by the Forest
Department, the administration of which has been appreciated by_ some of the
hon. Members in this House, in order to get more sympathy and tributes from us
to carry the hon. Members to this health resort to give them a Turkish bath.
This is confirmed by Mr. Terang with all the weight of his bulky figure when he
says that money is thrown into the water and that this money 13 pocketed by
demons. Madam, enough attention has not been paid to this important hot
spring as, I understand, only Rs. 6,000 is being pl‘O\fldCd for th1s.....--(VOICCS:
No. No. Only for this year this amount has been provided). However, Madam,
at least Rs. 20,000 should be provided, otherwise we would not allow Mr, Barua

to withdraw his Resolution (laughter).

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : May I know, Madam,
whether Dr. Chaudhury has ever visited this hot spring ?

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : No Madam, I have never had
occasion to go there and therefore I want that arrangements may be {nade to
carry all the hon. Members of this House to that place to see the hot spring.

Maulavi Salyid MUHAMMAD SAADUL:LA: 3 Madam, ' D?puty
Speaker, I have been rather amused at the trend of discussion over this simple
Resolution. I have been amused at the thought that many hon. Members

have described this place as a health resort. It is far from it. It has been
of Nambar Forest and

admitted by many hon. speakers that it is in the heart
Nambar Forest is a notoriously malarial place. So this place cannot be called a

have the fullest

<
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health resort. I had been twice to that tank. The conditions of the surroun-
dings at both the times of my visit were so filthy that I had to put a handkerchief
to my nose. 1 found not merely human excretas within 10 feet of this supposed
sacred tank but the banks of this tank also were full of cowdung, and as has been
described by my hon. Friend the waters of this tank are not only muddy but some
kind of gas or vapour bubbles through its surface.

If the idea of the hon. Mover is to convert this tank with his supposedly
medicinal virtues into a health resort he should have proper data and complete
analysis of the water to see whether it really has any medicinal properties and
before recommending it to Government that the tank be converted into one of the
celebrated hot springs that are found in various places in Europe which-go by the
name “ spa”s, he should have requested Government to first survey all the data
or rather collect data before converting it into what he terms to be a health
resort. My hon. Friend, Mr. Nilmani Phookan, has gone a step further and he says
that people go there for picnic parties. I don’t think the idea of my Friend, the
Mover of this Resolution is to convert this place into a picnic ground and I doubt

-whether it is suitable for this because the clearing around this tank is about the size

of this Chamber and the tank itself will be about 1/3rd of it. If we want to convert
it into a health giving “*spa’’ where people suffering especially from skin diseases
can go, then the tank should have to be excavated, the land around it reclaimed
and the water in it should be made crystal clear. I find, Madam, that Govern-
ment are already committed to spend for Rs. 6,000 because they have included
this sum in their projects of new schemes If it is the idea of the Government to
construct some °‘serai’ to give shelter to the people going there, they should also
make some conservancy arrangements, otherwise the place instead of being con-
verted into a health resort or a beauty spot will be converted into a plague spot
breeding diseases.

This Garam Pani is at a distance from Golaghat—the nearest town—of about

12 miles and if I remember aright, the nearest village will be about 6 miles away.
There are other hot springs in Assam as already stated” by the Hon’ble Forest
Minister, one is in Jowai Subdivision...... (Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath Brahma—It is
not in Jowai, but in the district of North Cachar Hills). Tt may be so, but on
your way from Jowai to Haflong you touch a village called garam pani. Whatever
that may be, what I want to impress upon the House is that at this time of great
financial stringency we should not spend however small a sum may be even
Rs. 6,000 without collecting proper data. First bring some sample of this water,
send it to the Pasteur Institute at Shillong and have it analysed to find out if
there are any salts or gaseous matter and whether it has really got any medicinal
or curative value. Secondly, if it really has got medicinal properties then to
advertise it widely so that people from all parts of Assam and India may go
there.

I have not been to any of those *‘spa’’s in Europe, but I have read a lot about
them and I find that the curative effect from those places lies in drinking of their
water. To take a bath in so small a tank of thie Garam Pani even if it has got
medicinal or curative value will instead convert'into a bed of infectious diseases.
You should make arrangements for separate platforms for taking bath by taking
the water from the tank and have the bath outside it and make proper drains so
that the water may not flow back into the tank itself and thereby polute it. The
first thing that should be done here is to reclaim the tank and make its water
crystal clear so that people can drink it. T have read that the water from the
“Spa”s in Europe is really very good for people suffering from rheumatism, gout
or skin diseases. Besides, separate arrangements for bathing are provided
in cubicles so that people can bathe in privacy and use the medicinal water for
baths and the ‘“Spa ** water is not poluted.

Therefore, although I have every sympathy with the hon. Mover of this Resolu-
tion to have this place improved or rather renovated, I would ask Government tO

make enquiries on the lines that I have suggested before they invest any amount
of the public money in this project,
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Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Madam, I am very much obliged to
my Friend, the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition, for giving his views about
the place which perhaps he had seen some ten years or more.............. . (Maulavi
Saiyid Muhammad Saadulla—ten years ago and also last year)—1I am constrained
to admit that what he said, that at the time he first went to that locality he had to
take his hankerchief on his nose on account of the very bad smell from the
surroundings, was unfortunately correct. But I must inform him that that was
partly due to the fact that there was no systematic check at the time and people
who went there when they had the call of nature they rather used the tank
freely. But I have seen this very tank last cold weather and I found it is now
in much more better condition, Since the Chowkidar of the Inspection Bungalow
and other visitors take a littde care to cleanse the surroundings of the tank,
there is now no question of bad smell coming out and many people go there
for picnics also. At any rate, the suggestions given by my Friend are worth
consideration. I think the water contains sulphur, because if we light a match
stick in the vapour the whole thing is set on fire. So I quite agree that this
should be done and the minerals that are found in the water might be analysed,
and if it is found to be conducive to health, surely the Government will take
steps. I understand the Hon’ble the Forest Minister has said that steps are
being taken in that direction, and will see how far the water is conducive to
health. At any rate, the Hon’ble Forest Minister has given us assurance that he
will look into the matter, how the tank can be improved, and in view of the
proposal of the Government that an inn is going to be constructed there, I beg
leave of the House to withdraw the resolution.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave ol the House to
withdraw his resolution ?

The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : I do not propose to move the reso-
lution.*

Resolution regarding opening of some portion of Forest Reserve
Lands and Professional Grazing Reserves for cultivation

Mpr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Madam, I beg to move that this
Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take immediate steps
to throw open some portions of Reserve Forest Lands and also some portions of
Professional Grazing Reserves for cultivation by the landless indigenous and
domiciled people of Assam, in Darrang District with a view to giving an Impetus
for “Grow-More-Food Campaign”. :

The object of moving my Resolution is to draw the attention of the an_’ble
Revenue Minister that there are thousands of landless indigenous and clomlclle'd
people in Darrang District and other areas of Assam who require land for culti-
vation for their livelihood. These wretched people take other peoples’ lands on
Mukswa Khajana or Adhiya by which it is not sufficient to maintain themselves
and their families. It is very pitiable that sceing no Government waste lands
for cultivation these wretched people have applied to the Deputy Commissioner,
Darrang for settlement of land, in some portion of the non-cadestral forest

* Having regard to the fact that a huge amount of money shall have to be spent in raising the
grounds of the present site of the Gauhati University at Pandu before they can be made fit for
use and also in view of the inconvenience that is likely to be caused to the smooth working of the
University due to its close proximity to the Pandu Railway Station, this Assembly is of opinion
that the Government of Assam do shift the present site of the Gauhati University from Pandu
to the eastern side of the Gauhati town somewhere near the Bamuni Maidan where vast areas of
high lands fit for immediate use can be acquired without incurring heavy expenditure and where
the site is also charming,
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reserve land in Sakomato Mauza and also applied for settlement of land in
the Professional Grazing Reserve land in Behali Mauza. Among these appli-
cants for land there are some flood-affected people who may kindly be provided
with land for cultivation in the Professional Grazing Reserve lands in Behali
Mauza. If the Government would favourably consider the case of these landless
and flood-affected people and grant some portion of the non-cadestral reserve
forest land and Professional Grazing Reserve land in Sakomato and Behali
Mauzas respectively they would be saved from their misery. They will be able
to grow more food for themselves and others and will bring more revenue for the
Government. I am not asking the Hon’ble Revenue Minister to give land to
the immigrants but to the bona fide Assamese and domiciled people of Assam.

With these words T commend m

y Resolution for the acceptance of the
T
10use.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Resolution moved : “this  Assembly
is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take immediate steps to throw
open some portions of Reserve Forest Lands and also.some portions of Professional
Grazing Reserves for cultivation by the landless indigenous and domiciled people

of Assam, in Darrang District with a view to giving an impetus for ‘Grow-
More-Food Campaign’.”

The Hoa’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Madam, when the Reso-
lution consists of two different matters it is very difficult to answer, because under
Rule 79, it is clearly laid down that ‘‘subject to th.c restrictions contained in
these rules, any member may move a resolution relating to a matter of general
public interest.”” It contains two parts, namely derqscrvatmn of Reserve Forests
and Professional Grazing Reserves. So in view of this T raise a point of order.
Of course, [ am prepared to reply to him, if he amends the resolution,  If it 1s
Reserve Forests, this will be replied by the Hon’ble Minister in-charge of Forest.

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Madam, I beg leave of the House
to amend my Resolution.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is it the sense of the House that we allow the
amendment made by the hon. Member ?

(Voices :—No.)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : I think the sense of the House 1s not to allow
the hon. Member to amend his Resolution. 1 therefore declare the Resolution out
of order as it relates to two different subjects.

We shall now take up the next Resolution,

standing in the name of
Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury.

Resolution regarding bringing of more land under jute
Cultivation

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Madam, I beg to move that

in view of the serious shortage of jute in the country, this Assembly is of opi-

nion that the Government of Assam do take early steps to bring more land
under jute cultivation.

As is clear from the wording of the Resolution, there is
jute in India. With the partition of the country, :
jute has fallen to the other Dominion, with the result that with the little
amount of production that we have got India has not been able to earn
enough of foreign exchange. It has been said, and rightly so, that jute is among
the few items which are responsible for earning this currency, siz., Dollar.

a great shortage of
nearly 80 per cent. of the
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Now, most of the jutc that is produced in India is grown in Assam, but here
too enough land is” not available for the production of this vital commodity.
Hence I have been constrained to bring up this Resolution for sympathetic
consideration of, and acceptance by, the House.

Madam, itis because of this serious shortage of jute that about Septem-
ber and October last quite a number of jute mills had to be totally closed and
others had to be run only partially until at last the Indian Jute Mills Associa-
tion considered it appropriate and advisable not to close down mills but to run
them shorter hours. It is only recently that some quantity of Assam jute that
passed through Pakistan from Assam was released by the Pakistan ~ Govern-
ment. The other Dominion has also created certain difficulties with regard to
the purchase by the Indian Jute Mills Association of the jute produced in
Pakistan. Any way, until a final agreement is reached between our country and
the other Dominion with regard to the smooth purchase of this commodity
from Pakistan we have got to sce that enough jute is produced in Assam and
in India as a whole. Since we are concerned, through this Resolution, with the
growing of jute in Assam we would request the Government to make more land
available for the production of this commodity in order to keep our mills run-
ning throughout the year.

This industry employs thousands of people and should there be scarcity
as occasionally reported of jute and should on account of this scarcity some of
the mills have to be closed down, we can well imagine what may happen to the
vast number of people who are thrown out of employment. Unemployment is
the breeding ground of Communism. The moment a person is unemployed he
had nothing to hold on to and in that condition he commits certain acts condem-
ned by society and th(} State and of that situation the anti-social elements take
ready advantage. It is to prevent those people from taking advantage of any
such situation,whose recurrence might be very likely on account of this acute
shortage of jute for t_he mills of Calcutta, that I have, through this Resolution,
and drawn the pointed attention of the Government to the necessity of making
more plots of land available for the growing of jute. Jute mills without jute
mean nothing ; similary jute without millsis also mecaningless. Unfortunately
on account of the division of the country we are faced with a situation in which

-all the jute mills have fallen to India and most of the jute to Pakistan. There-
fore I request the Government to consider and reconsider the Resolution which
1 have brought forward for making more land available for the cultivation of
jute.

With these few words, I commend my Resolution to the acceptance of the
House.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Resolution moved: “That in view of the
serious shortage of jute in the country, this Assembly is of opinion that the
Government of Assam do take early steps to bring more land under jute cultiva-
tion.”

We shall continue discussion of this Resolution after lunch.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 1 P. M.
After Lunch

The Assembly re-assembled after lunch at 1 P. M. with the Hon’ble Speaker
on the Chair.

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the hon.
Mover of this Resolution has not mentioned what steps should be taken re-
garding 1_ncrea.scd c_ultlvatlon of jute. T am glad that he is also conscious of the jute
shortage in our territory. I must state thai this Government is aware of the
jute shortage and since September last, Government has taken steps to increase

iy

«:ﬁw
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the jute acreage. But, as I mentioned on Saturday last, with refgrenccf t;)na
Motion on the food position of the Pl:ovmce, that increased p_roduction.l_o );
agricultural  crops depends entirely on the technical abi zlty thc')

the cultivators and the  capacity of  their plough-bullocks. If]‘ ;S
economic context, Sir, we have formulated our plans for more production O[ﬁ]u:rg
In a Conference held here in Shillong W:lth _the Goven}mcnt of India offic !
we have taken steps to have double cropping in some Sali arcas. 1n some al?aa

of Barpeta, Nowgong and Darrang the jute is followed b'y Sali and we are ta\t llgg
steps whether in other Sali areas also we can introduce jute as the first crop to be
followed by Sali. Our steps also include distribution of seeds in the new areas
which are to be developed especially in Uppef Assam. But T must state that
it is the human material which will count in  this production. We have gakenr
this step for opening large areas for jute cultivacdon in some of the Professional
Grazing Reserves without giving the cultivators any .owners_h;p' over the
land. The people are encouraged to form into groups for joint cul.uvatlon. in such
Profesional Grazing Reserves. But, as T have already‘ mentioned, itis the
technical ability of the cultivators which will count much.

The Government of India has placed at the disp_osal of the Provincial
Government an amount for helping cultivators for_ retting tans and distribu-
tion of sceds. I think, there is no use in moving this Resolution. I would have
gladly accepted anv constructive suggestions if the hon. Mpver would have _put.
In view of this fact that we had already ta!ien steps to Increase production of
jute I would request the hon. Member to withdraw his Resolation.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :- Mr.
thought that this Resolution is only recommending the obvious
would be gladly accepted by the Hon’ble Minister in-charge
very lame excuse that as details have not been

Speaker, Sir, I
and therefore it

. But, I hear a

; forthcoming from the hon.
Mover of the  Resolution, therefore he thinks that this

Resolution cannot be
accepted and that it should be withdrawn.

Sir, I am surprised at this attitude.
welcomed it and as I said sometime b
cultivation of jute, which will mean

earnest desire of the Government of India themselves that in order to make
the Republic of India self-sufficient

in jute and not dependent upon Pakistan
that jute has been given the first priority even over grow-more-food scheme to
make India_self-sufficient by 1951. Everyone who reads:- newspapers knows
about it. Jute must be given gre

: 1 at impgrta_nce by Ass_am even though for a
limited period of ten years, the new Constitution has provided a subsidy in lieu of
Jute export duty. We are getting and will be getting for the n

ext 9 years a sum of
Rs. 40 lakhs as our share from the Jute Export Duaty.

On the other hand, he should have
cfore, not only Assam is interested in the
production of more jute, but it is the

It is known to everyone of this House that since 193
India has been distributing half of the <port duty to the pro-
ducing Provinces according to the proportion of the production of Jute. This was
embodied in a section of the Constitution Act of 1935, Later on by an Order in
Council the proportion to be distributed to the producing Provinces was increased
from 50 per cent. to 621 per cent

: . In those times when FEast Bengal supplied
practically the whole of jute produced in India, the share of Assam’s Production

was only 5 per cent. Now that FEast Bengal has gone out of India and is a
province of Pakistan, the proportion of Assam’s Jute has necessarily gone up, but to
our misfortune that last year an unilateral order was passed by the Central
Government by which that 62} per cent. of the return to the Province from
jute export duty was reduced to 20 per cent. Yet the share that we have been

getting for the last two years is to the tune of 40 lakhs of rupees. Therefore if
we can increase our jute production, the Province wiil gain in two ways. We
will get a greater income in the return of jute export duty from the Centre as

y 5, the Government of
proceeds of the jute ex
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well as extend a much needed money crop for the cultivators of Assam. The
Hon’ble Minister is quite correct when he said that we have not got many
people who are accustomed to the technique of jute production. As a matter of
fact, before 30 years jute was hardly produced in Assam. It was the much
maligned immigrants from East Bengal who introduced this cultivation into
Assam, and Assam has, thereby gained enormously. Il we can encourage these
people we shall be able to produce double quantity of the jute that we now
produce. The Hon’ble Minister wants, in spite of his many experts in the Agri-
culture Department, details how to increase the production of jute in the
Province. For the facility of his work [ wiil make certain suggestions. I was
once in charge of the Agriculture Department till 1929 and I had gone into the
subject very carefully. Whereas jute produced from the indigenous sced will
hot be more than 6 ft. in height and the fibre will be of reddish colour which has
no good market and which fetches very little price, the improved varicty of jute
seeds which is known technically as ¢“Chinsura green” produce jute which will
e 15-16 ft. in height and which produces a silken white fibre which is very
much in demand in the Calcutta market. I do not know what steps the Assam
Government or the Minister in charge has taken to produce this improved varie-
ty seed in Assam or that they are still dependent upon the West Bengal Govern-
ment and get their seeds from Chinsura Farm. 'The criticism which the Hon’ble
Minister has levelled against the Mover of the Resolution can redound upou his
own self. Beyond saying that seeds are being distributed, he did not say whether
he was distributing the improved variety of seed, and wherefrom he has brought
the sced and at what price he has been selling it to the cultivators.

Next, the benefit having been got from the production of jute, we must now
extend the cultivation of jute in our waste land areas. Last year 3 high rank-
ing officials of the Agricluture Department of the Central Government came (O
Assam and after an extensive survey, going up to the borders of Burma by the
war-time Stillwell Road, into the Hills of Assam, they reported that there were
as much as 9 million acreas of land suitable for cultivation of jute and rice in the
Forest Department itself. These do not produce any valuable timber, but are
kept reserved as Unclassed State Forest. These lands can very well be utilised
for the grow-more-food campaign and brought under jute and rice. This morn-
ing my Friend, Mr. Binode Kumar Sarwan, mentioned about one of these arcas
in the Darrang District only. Unfortunately the Hon‘ble Deputy Speaker ruled his
Resolution as out of order and therefore there was no discussion. But I am glad
to find from the speech of the Hon’ble Minister that they are throwing open some

ortions of Professional Grazing Reserves for extension of jute cultivation. It is
good that they are following my policy of throwing open unwanted Professional
Grazing Reserves for cultivation. Secondly these grazing reserves contain good
manure from the cowdung as these are areas where cattle graze. Therefore they
are naturally manured and are more suitable for cultivation either of paddy or
jute than any other land.

The next thing that I heard from the Hon’ble Minister is a vague term called
¢¢double cropping”. 1 have experience of extensive and intensive cultivation of
jute. By ¢double cropping” my Friend, the Hon’ble Minister, probably means
growing of jute as well as paddy from the same plot of land. But I understand this
won’t increase the production of jute. This system has been followed by immi-
grants in Assam for the last 30 years or more. I have personally visited some of
the ficlds of the immigrants in Nowgong District. I saw the entire family of the
;mmigrant having gone into the ficld, one half of the family was cutting the jute

lant and lopping of the unwanted green leaves at the top of the plant, which the
another group was pushing into the muddy land to serve as green manure, while
the women were throwing broadcast some kind of paddy in the portion cleared of
jute plants. So this cutting of the jute and growing of rice had been done
simultaneously. 5o if this kind of double cropping is adopted by the Assamese

<
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cultivators, they will surely increase production of paddy. The Experts say that
they cannot get the same amount of  rice from such lands as from virgin lands.
It is only natural that by cultivation of jute one takes out a portion of the inanure
that is on the land. Therefore, paddy cultivation on the same plot of land would
not produce the same amount of rice by double cropping. The Hon’ble Minister
and his Propaganda Branch should induce the Assamese cultivators to follow the
example of these immigrant cultivators. z

Lastly, Sir the jute that is grown does not depend much upon human labour,
as it is not difficult to grow but the most importang part of producing the jute
is steeping and retching. Steeping is done in running water as well as in stagnant
water. ‘Thereafter the decomposed fibres of the plant needs retching and washing
which adds to the fineness of the fibre, as fineness of the fibre fetches the highest
price. So Government should employ people who are experts in the subject to
teach our indigenous cultivators this method of producing good kind of fibre. if
this process is adopted judiciously, it will produce the desired result.

The jute mills of the Republic of India are suffering for want of Jute. The
Government of India hope that they would be self-sufficient in respect of jute
within a year or two. In the meantime, they are trying to lessen their acute
shortage of jute by adulterating another fibre called Mesta with jute. It may
stop the gap, but will not improve the quality of jute fabrics. I, therefore, request
the Hon’ble Minister in charge not to throw coid water on what I have suggested
on the Resolution of Dr. Emran Hussain.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, I am sorry that the Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge has not seen his way to appreciating the intention as embodied
in the Resolution. He has dismised my Resolution, if I may say so, as containing
no concrete suggestions by which production of jute in Assam could be increased.
In my humble opinion what I have stated is that the Assam Government do
take early steps to bring more land under jute cultivation, and it is enough to con-
vey my humble intention. It has been admitted on all hands, that on account of
the shortage of jute, a cash crop, the Indian Jute Mills’ Associaticn has had to take
drastic steps to keep their people employed. Nearly 3 lakhs of people are
unemployed in the jute industry.

Quite a number of suggestions have been offered by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. I am glad to see that many fields have been thrown open for the cultivation of
Jute. That is not enough. I hope, the Hon’ble Minister will see his way to accept-
ing the Resolution and thereby increasing the activities of his Department in  fur-
thering the interests of the jute industry. Beyond this, I do not propose to go.

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEQ KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir,

on’bl I had already
stated what is being done with

regard to increased cultivation of Jjute. The hon,
Member should have put what further suggestions he has to make, T am glad
that the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition has taken part in this debate, but he

seems to think that improved seeds are not available in Assam. 1 canpot accept
his statement.

Maulvi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : This is very simple question.
We wanted to know whether they are bringing seeds from Bengal.

The Hon'’ble Srijut OMEQ KUMAR DAS : Sir, he referred to his experience
in 1929, Since 1929 things have changed much. The Muslim immigrauts brought
with them Bengal seeds and 90 per cent. of cropped area under jute has been
covered by improved seeds. Sir, it was agreed in the Conference held in December
last that some quantity of improved seeds from Chinsura Farm would be supplied to
our Department. But this has not materialised and we are procuring improved seeds
available in our State. More over we grow some quantity in our own farms,
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I have stated already that this Government is conscious of the necessity of
expansion of jute cultivation and have already taken steps in this matter.
The trend of high prices of jute in the recent years have already contributed to
the expansion of our jute areas. From the statistics that are avail-
able it will be found that there is natural increase to the extent
of 6B lon 7 per cent. cvery year. Our present acreage undcl‘ .Jute 15
about 2 lakhs 58 thousand acres and we have proposed to 1ncrease
this by an additional 1 lakh acres. Besides natural increase which we, expect to
be nearly 20 thousand acres, we expect, to attain the target by .clouble' cropping
and opening new acres. In some areas jute is double cropped with Sali. 1 have
visited some of the areas in Barpeta side where it is practised. In some areas
mustard or some other Rabi crop follows jute. It all depends upon the suitability
of the soil. In some arcas we are trying to have an early crop of jute
to be followed by Sali by propaganda. The Government of India have assured to
place at our hands a stock of fertiliser for this purpose. We expect to have an
addigional double cropped area to the extent of 50 thousand acres and the rest by
opening new areas. 'These are the steps we have taken and I therefore request
the hon. Member to withdraw the Motion. 1 shall gladly accept any concrete
suggestion which any hon. Member may put before the Housc. I do not see any
reason for accepting such a vague Resolution. I therefore request the hon.
Mover to with draw this Resolution.

. Maaulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: On a point of information,
Sir.  What manure is being distributed to the cultivators at the expense of the
Government of Indja ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Our Analysist of the soil finds
o Amo.n Phosphate is the best for our soil conditions. But our cultivators are
zllot conscious of the necessity of having the soil manured. So we are providing

emonstration plots to convince the cultivators of the utility of manure.

Min'Dr.}E MRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: In view of what the Hon’ble
ister has stated I beg leave of the House to withdraw the Resolution.

the L}} e Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member got the leave of
I;Stho withdraw his Resolution ?
esolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

D Resolution regarding establishment of a sugar mill in Assam
r. EMR AN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Sir, I beg to move that in view

of the a s

Assam gg ttea.Shqrtage of sugar this Assembly is of opinion t.hat the Government of

State, K¢ lmmediate steps for the establishment of a sugar mill 1n the
Sir, it 1

the whole fvz'rﬁlo“’]g fa_ct that India has the largest acreage ur}der sugarcane1 in
increased doubly ang uring the post-war years the consumption of sugar 1as
brought under }s’uan 1t is a known fact that year by year a greater acreagc I1.‘3
country is occasj garcane industry. _But with all ]:hat thf_: shortage gf sugar in t1.e
Enough discussioonguy felt and at times there 1s a virtual famine of sugar.
in the country Itn as taken place during the last few days_about the sugar shortage
Hon orkthe foo.d s_:\fas only yesterday during the debate which ensued from my Mo-
the fact that even1 uitmn in Assam, that attention of the Government was drawn to
available and thatw en the Government announce to the public that sugar 1s not
= 10 sugar quota has arrived in Assam, sugar can be had at fengy
prices it blac.k'ma_‘rket at 31 or 4 rupees per seer. Sir, sugar is available for
anybody at any time in the black-market and this is known to every Government
officer.  The House can well imagine the condition of the sick people and the
children who have to go without sugar. Sugar is very necessary for them and
naturally the parents of the children and those who have to attend to the sick
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have to take resort to the black-market to purchase sugar at greatly enhanced
prices. Even though there is a scarcitv of sugar in the country we can take tea in
the hotel not at high price but at the usual price of 2 annas per cup or at most at
2} annas per cup. But we were told yesterday by Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin that
certain classes of merchants bring sugar which he called Banarasi sugar from
Banaras by acroplane and in view of this I would advice or rather request
my Friend, Mr, Brahmin, to continue to bring sugar even at a high
rate of Rs.3-8-0 or Rs.4 per seer from Banaras in order to make it available to our
people so that there may not be discontent or dissatisfaction among the public
and that I may not be forced 1o rise on my feet to disturb the Government or
those hon. Members who adorn the Treasury Benches with regard to this shortage
of sugar in the country. This very morning the hon. Members who live in the
Assembly Hostel had to go without sugar and I think they must have used some-
thing else in their tea but not sugar. Adequate quantity of this commodity is
not available in the Province.

Sir, the sugar industry has a chequered history in India, Factory produc-
tion of refined sugar did not begin till 1932. Government took special steps to
put the Tndustry on a firm footing. Liberal tariff protection was given to it and
this continued unti! recently. I think it continues even today. The policy of
the Government at the time was, ““to nurse the baby, protect the child and free the
adult” in the language of late Lala Harkishan Lal Gauba, one of the great indus-
mall_StS. but the greatest debator the country has so far produced. Sugar can be
had in foreign countries at very much lower prices. T am glad this question has
been amply thrashed out on the floor of Parliament and amply discussed on this
floor. T would urge Government to give their best thoughts to the Resolution.

. According to the Industrial Panel on Sugar 20 new factories are to be started
in the country and the capacity of the existing factories is to be extended. I
would request Government to be good enough to accept my Resolution and take
carly steps for the establishment of a sugar mill in Assam,

e With these words, Sir, I commend my Resolution for the sympathethic consi-
€ration of the Members of the Treasury Benches.

The H ,n’ble the SPEAKER : Resolution moved :

< . . . . - -
i L‘l;rhat n view of the acute shortage of sugar this Assembly is of the opinion
e

~rovernment of Assam do take immediate steps for the establishment of a
Sugar mill in the State®. :

: giv?-m Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before
1 Woulz tli.eta.lled reply to the Resolution that has been brought before the House
TR ike to state that we are in full apcord wuh‘thc purport of the Resolu-
T nat has been moved by my l}on. Friend, Dr. Emran Husain Chowdhury. I
availal?t"OI course been able to follow the argument where he says that sugar is
mMent, )Fe n plenty in the black market, as if that bears any relation to his argu-
N tu:)r the estabhsnmen‘t _of a sugar mill in Assar_n. I am, however, quite pre-
Siaar 0 accept the proposition that black market is due to shortage, and il a

Sar mill is established it may go to a large extent in giving adequate supply of

thlS COIand' (e} or 1
Ly P e and reh bvia horta d on uentia
blackumarketlingt. thC e [31 thcl < y (0] 1ate s Tt ge an C Sﬁq ent1 l

i dvicIé ;1;&3.# be ‘wellknown to the hon. Members of this House, that under the
tance whi ﬁipﬁt ts we had decided that this Industry—on account of the impor-
prepared €h the hon. Member has given and which the State Government are
: to agree—should be a nationalised industry and that we should bring
number of sugar mills as were allotted to us by the Govern-
It is also possibly well known to hon. Members of this House that
ing this policy we said that the Government of India are prepared
2 mills to be started in Assam. But as it may be in the recollection of
Members who have been in the Industrial Advisory Committee of the

11O existence such nu
ment of Jndjq,

while enunciatin
to allot g
those hon,
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Government of Assam, that on account of the inability of the Government of
India to provide finance, the industrial policy of nationalization had to be
dropped with the result that this project also had to be abandoned and our policy
changed. Tt is well known to some hon. Members of the House that we had
actually sent out students from Assam to get training in sugar technology and
Industry, in United States of America ; but as I said just now that on account of
the failure of the Government of India to finance the ventures we had to fall back
on the policy of private enterprise to start this industry.

I{l pursuance of the policy of nationalisation, we had as a matter of fact,
cstablished a farm for preparation of ““suits” of sugarcane and over 80 acres of
land were brought under cultivation and preparation and these “suits’ were in
fact ready to be transplanted. The original idea was to have about 5,000
acres of land under sugarcane, so that by the time the sugar mill was established,
the factory could be fed with sugarcane already ready there. Now, as I have
said, we had to change our policy and we are now inviting persons to take up this
cultivation also as private enterprise. We have given assurance that such party
as would establish a sugar factory would be given all necessary facilitics for its
carly working. For the information of the House I would like to say that 2 or 3
Eﬁ;gfﬁ approached the Government of Assam for giving them facilities for —esta-
with V’\f]:'?tlo‘*: this industry, but they also wanted certain conditions attached to it
difﬁcull]‘lcc ! ItT“}’aS not possible for the Government to agree for reason of financial
e ;uS- _Lhere was one group of industrialists known as Thappars—well-
fact hga' manufacturers—who said that they were prepared to start a sugar

ory herein Assam by removing one of their factory from Kashmir to Assam,
f}?oi.oliﬁcd 1_he GOVCI‘DmCr}t of Assam were prepared to subscribe a sum of 15 lakhs
e ‘l:’lll]{pﬁse ‘(ff removing this factory. We had to refuse this offer for the same
o fﬁcultieslc BPIFLVCntqd us from nationalising this industry ourselves, .2., financial
e reset ore this, Government of India was approached for loan but they
Solvelbadite o ”Ct‘}’]d granting of loans to only a very few limited projects ;
o appﬁc‘;‘ that up also. In the meantime another party has sul;rmt-
factory to this l%n to us, saying that they would similarly  bring in a
the Government brovince_ They did not insist on subscription of shares from
o TI’]B ut t]ff:y wanted certain facilities whlqh the Government was
is from the United II‘,‘;W factory which they propose to bring over here and set up
that they have not e(t)Vltnccs.d I should like to say for the information of the House
of the Government 3(’)[‘ IS (Elt_rte selling shares for which they._ require the sanction
mendation that as f ndia. .We have recommencded their case with ; the recom-
the names of 13'1"011:1@;l r as possible they secure shares from the Province. From
Province among then(:rs ltsse_e_mﬁd to us that they have put some persons of the
would be prepared 1o aic oil they bring a first class machinery, Government
factory into existence give them such facilitics as may be necessary to _bring the
up-to-date and pro erag early as possible. The question as to the machinery being
posal is that some e}:)&' ]St now under examination of the Government. Our pro-
Our point of view is 11)-161:r tsglt}ould go and see whether the machinery 1 up-to-date.
party they must he sat'af ld Government are to give facilities to any particular
Production capacity oflst}le' that the machinery the party employs is up-to-date.
Government is satisfied t]HS m.aChm‘?"Y, proposed by this party, is 800 tons. If
will ot find any difﬁcu]tla't preduction could be done satl_sfactor;ly Government
sent, I suppose this is t] y in giving them facilities of starting the work. At pre-
; 1s the only party which offers to establish the factory in Assam.

the lialt!togeéfb]r; t]h}l.s gives an indication of how earnest the Government are in
- of establishing a sugar mill in the State. I hope, Sir, if anything
comes up in the discussion, I shall have occasion to reply, but in the meanwhile
I have given sufficient indications to the House that Government are taking every
O_SSIbIC steps to bring into existence the sugar mill. I do not think one sugar
mill would actually meet the entire necessity of the Province. Government of
India, after examining the matter in the Planning Committee, thought that two
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mills could be established in this Provinte and production from these two mills
could go some way in satisfying the sugar requirement in ths Provinee. As a

matter of tact necessary datas were collected even for this. Thisis the real posi-
tion,

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: I am declighted to hear what has
been done by the Government of Assam to ease the difficulties of people with
regard to sugar shortage. I am glad to hear that Government is going to have
not one, but two sugar mills in Assam and that the Leader of.thc House is taking
steps in this.direction. The object of moving of my resolution has been served.
So far from pressing the Resolution for the acceptance of the House, I will only
be too glad to beg leave of the House to withdraw my Resolution.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member got leave of the House
to withdraw his Resolution ?

The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: I do not propose to move my
Resolution™.

Resolution Re:growing of varieties of winter crops after paddy harvesting
as a measure of ¢ Grow-More-Food Campaign.”

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Mr. Speaker Sir, I beg to move
that this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do provide
necessary facilities with a view to encourage the agriculturist ryots of Assam to
grow varieties of winter crops, after paddy harvesting is over, in all the fallow
fields, as a measure of ¢¢ Grow-More-Food Campaign™.

Sir, in moving this Resolution I beg to bring to the notice of Government
that generally after the Winter crop cultivation is over the paddy fields are left
uncultivated and so, Sir for the Grow-More-Food Campaign T request that
Government should give facilities to grow other varieties of Winter corps. The
ryots do not know how to grow the various kinds of crops, the Government should
teach them to grow varieties of crops, thereby they wil} bring more food to the
country. The agricultural ryots could grow varieties of crops, such as different
kinds of pulses and different kinds of vegetables. So I would request the
Government to give more secds to the agricultural ryots and also the Government
should teach them by propaganda works, and thereby it will serve to grow more
food for the country and produce more food in the country. In this hard
food crisis everyone of us should try our utmost to make every effort to grow more
food.

With these few words, I commend my Resolution for the acceptance of this
House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Resolution moved :

“ That this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do
provide necessary facilities with a view to encourage the agriculturist ryots of
Assam to grow varieties of winter crops, after paddy harvesting is over, in all
the fallow fields, as a measure of ¢ Grow-More-Food Campaign .

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this House
is aware of the steps taken by this Government for increased cultivation of winter
crops. The Hon’ble Finance Minister in his Budget Speech has sufficiently indicated
the activities undertaken by the Agriculture Department. This Resolution, as it

*In view of the fact that the present practice of observing half-holidays on Saturdays in Law
Courls and (Government offices is not serving much useful purpose, this Assembly is of opinion that
the Government of Assam do discontinue these half-holidays and do add a few days out of the time

thus saved to some existing holidays so that Government servants may enjoy the benefits of on¢
long holiday,
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is worded, is rather vague. The hon. Mover does not mention what crops are
to be sown after the paddy harvest. Growing winter crops is part of the normal
activities of the Agriculture Department. If the hon. Member means to say that
the land after the Sali harvest is to be sown with winter crops then I must say that
he is rather ignorant of A ,B, C of Agriculture because, the Sali crop is harvested
generally from the last week of December to January. Of course it is possible
to follow Ahu paddy winter crops. The only crop that is possible to be
double-cropped with Sali is the pulse known as Khesari, but no other pulses can
be grown on Sali jand. The season for mustard ends by early part of November,
S0 no mustard crop can be grown after the Sali harvest.

Sir, for increased production of Winter crops, we have already taken steps by
distribution of seeds for pulses and potato. But I must admit that there is a snag
about it. For the pulses, we have to depend on procurement of sceds from
marl«:ets in Bihar and other provinces and generally the complaint was bcu[lg
received that large quantities of seeds were not being used by the cultivators for
sowing. .For this reason we had to stop supply of seeds last year. Now, ".“th
t!le establishment of Village Food Committees we are going to reintroduce distribu-
tion of seeds through these committees. The committees will distribute these
sceds‘ to the listed growers and in this way we are trying to increase the cultivation
of winter crops. As regards potatoes, the House is aware that large sums of
MOney were wasted in previous years because of rottage and many other things,
and last year we abandoned the scheme to supply potato seeds from the market.
We supplied only improved varieties of potato seeds from our farm. Now, Sir,
ﬂ}c (.E‘-Iove.rnment of India are again insisting that we should reintroduce our potato
2123'6 aurﬁzgrfgilzrt}lgom\i\éeiare now considering the question of qistributmgdaboué

n the next potato season. But we will have to depen
on seeds procured from the market and distribution wil be done through the
Village Food Production Committees. In this way, Sir, we are trying to increase
li\}/}e PIL')Odu_CUOn of food-crops. The Resollution, as it has been moved by the hon.
If Cﬁg i’;&s raither Vague and he has not also given any constructive suggestions.
thew. I glVen any constructive suggestions I would have certainly accepted

. eel that there ig po meaning in moving such a Resolution and would
request the hon, Mover to withdraw it. =

Dr. EMRAN g
sympathy with the
Hon’ble Ministey in-

USAIN CHAUDHURY: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am in full
Oln- Mover of the Resolution although the Resolution, as {Ehcel
¢ Charge of Food has stated, is vague. I am not fully satisfie
::ﬁ?ntﬁgtsiiti?e“t made by the Hon’ble Minister with regard to the steps he has
e s ?p the lal'.ld after harvest {allow, but under cultivation. Among the
Covaln e cBlaS mientioned the distribution of seeds through the Viilage Food
e Tara Gl ut the fact remains that unless some kind of compulsion is used,
ol €main fallow, Since our college days we have been reading in
iracts of Ianc]frflcs, and havq observed, that from 6 to 9 months_ln‘the year most
Ber AR f.‘?mam idle in most parts of the country. This is because the

I g dOUb]e-cropping has not been brought home to our cultivators.

The Hon’ble §

rij ¢ ) i 1
state what crops doe Jut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Will the hon. Member please

s he suggest, should be followed after sali ?
Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Mustard (Loud laughter).

The Hon’ble Srijut OME(Q KUMAR DAS: Mustard season ends by the
end of October or the first week of November.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. Member has héen put to a severe
test,

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: I am sorry, Sir. But any crop
that is necessary for the Province should be grown.

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: I wanted suggestions of
the crops to be followed after Sali,

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : I do not want to say that the land

should remain fallow. I am glad that the Hon’ble Minister is prepared to take
any suggestions put forward by us.

It is a fact that we are still short of food in the country which is confirmed
by the fact that as much as 28 million tons at a cost of Rs.130 crores was import-
ed into India in 1948 and no less than 37 million tons of the order of 148 crores
was imported in 1949, Although, I cannot give the Hon’ble Minister, not being
an agriculturist, what particular crops can be grown, I would like to draw atten-
tion of the Hon’ble Minister to the {act that mere distribution of seeds would not

do, unless compulsion is used by these Committees in their grow-more-food
drive

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: Mr.
in support of this Resolution.

After the month of Septembsr large areas of land are scen without any crops.

Here no crop is grown arter the month of September when the Lahi paddy has
been harvested by the end of September.,

i (Foices—It cannot be end of September. Lahi is not harvested in the end
of September).

Speaker, Sir, I want to say a word or two

I would request the hon. Members to visit Garmur Mauza, a rural area in

which I have the pleasure of living and I have seen there and also in some other
parts of Jorhat

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: In what parts of Jorhat, Sir, may
I know from the hon. Membe, ?

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : I have seen.
Jorhat.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: It seems all Professors are
ignorant of agriculture.

I also come from

Prof. P. M. SARWAN : A|
observirg the ploughmen.

After the month of September,
October this harvesting is done and
any other cultivation.

S 'I;he Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Isit before the Puja holi-
ays-

Prof. . M. SARWAN :
time every year. Sometime it b

But if any Member of the
him to Jorhat by the middle o
him the
June.

By this I want to draw the attention of the Government to the fact that these
lands lie fallow for half of the year without any useful crop, which can be grown

il Government give advice to the cultivators to grow certain crops and supply
them with manure and seed.

though I do not plough myself, but I have been

I would extend and say by the middle of
since then the lands remain fallow for want of

Puja holidays do not take place at the same
egins early and sometime it begins late,

Government wants to see it, I would gladly invite

f October and I will take him round and will show
amount of land that lie without crop after the middle of October till
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Srijut HARINARAYAN BARUA: (gla3f3a (i (I TS aiie «f=
dits 2 It (STdTS 0B (@ QAFERES Izeel A 9tHc YT ditg | CSURiE if
o) =it St corde 4 @iEgih Qe ?

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: For Jorhat Subdivision, I would ask the hon.
Member to go and see Garmur Mauza, for Sibsagar Subdivision, 1 “fo.ul_d ask
him to go to Kharahat area in Thowra Mauza, for Golaghat Subdivision, I
would ask him to go to parts of Barpathar and Sarupathar. In fact this year,
Sir, particularly due to failure of rain large tracts went uncultivated and have
been wasted and thus for the whole year parts of Barpathar and Sarupathar area
went without any crop.

Srijut DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI: f§ 41 (S4TS SfACF T,
@t Aize 7 s 77, et mEAkEE @ o cwEtecg a8 TS 2l |
sttE Ffaea, =@ifs st St 7= it |

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: I am stating facts, Sir, and the Government
ought to know much better than hon. Members, who are not experts, whereas,
Government is supposed to be expert to give us expert advice, We are pol nting
these facts to the Government in order that they may help the ryots who do not
k‘now what they should do with their land and if the ryots know they would surcly
like to produce more crops. Let them be convinced and it is for the Govern-

(rinentdto give them necessary advice and help so that more food crops can he pro-
uced.

With thpse words, Sir, 1 support this Resolution and request the Government
to accept this Resolution,

: The Hpn’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : May I speak a few words,
Sir ? In S_ah area Ahu crop is generally grown by the people just after the harvest
aof the Sali crop. In places where there is perennial sources of water for supply to
the paddy fields, the Boro crop can be grown in the Sali areas. This is possible 11
northern areas of Darrang and Kamrup where people have irrigation canals.
In those areas, I think, we may try Boro crops after harvesting Sali crop.

_Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, at considerable risk T am venturing
to intervene in this debate, as I do not pretend to be an agriculturist, and I find
that those who are not agriculturist, are liable to be exposed to severe Cross-
examination. The Hon’ble Minister for Grow More Food Campaign, has, how-
ever, asked for constructive suggestions. Whether my suggestion will  be
regarded by other hon. Members as constructive or not, I am endeavouring
to place it before the Houge.

In an earlier debate in this Session cn jute the Hon’ble the Leader of the
Opposition had poinied out the great importance of improved variety of sced
which resulted in increased yield, and higher quality of fibre, and that was, 1
believe, acknowledged by the Hon’ble the Food Minister, but he pointed out
that Government were unable to supply the full requirement of seed of the
improved variety. If necessary, the Hon’ble Minister told us Government woul
collect the seed lucally and would arrange supplies from this source. I und@‘-
stand that this seed might not be of an improved variety, or of the requisite
quality. It has been our experience, Sir, that when we apply to the Agnqultul‘*e
Department for improved variety of seed we are informed that these supplies are

-y
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unfortunately, not in stock, but “we are invariably given hope that supply would
be forthcoming shortly. I have received several letters recently, in connection
with applications for Ahu seeds from the Agriculture Department, the supply of
which had not been made available. Sir, as Ihave stated earlier it should be
our objective to make practical suggestions and I would request Government to
consider whether the existing arrangements for multiplication of seed of improved
varieties are adequate to meet the present demand. There is no doubt that
with increased expenditure and improved organisation all types of seed can be
rapidily multiplied, but it must be recognised that the production of quality seed
is an expensive business, and by no means as easy, or as cheap as producing for
the commercial market. We have a little experience of attempts to act on
behalfl of the Agriculture Department of Government for muitiplying improved
sced and it has been our experience that these schemes have not been entirely
satisfactory, because the rates which Government offer for improved sceds are
not remuncrative and do not reimburse the grower for the increased expenditure
he has to incur.

Sir, we belong to a party which believes in the need for incentive. If
Government want to get a job done satisfactorily, it is necessary to offer some
incentive, and the premium which is being paid to growers of improved variety
of seed hy Government Departments does not encourage those who could carry
out extensive scheme of seed multiplication. It is therefore necessary that
Goverment in the interest of reducing the food deficit in the country should arrange
for multiplication and wide distribution of seed. I would therefore request
Government to consider whether they can make arrangements which will en-
courage private individuals to produce in a substantial scale improved variety
of seed on behall of the Agriculture Department.

Maulavi SAIYID MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
this simple Resolution of my Friend, Mr. Sarwan, has sharpened the know-
ledge of many people in agriculture and some have tried to cross-examine diffe-
rent Members about their knowledge of agriculture. I venture to suggest that
those who are really agriculturists in this House should have got up and given us
the benefit of their knowledge, instead of speaking in a patronising way and
criticising those who showed their ignorance.

Sir, the Gabinet Members are supposed to be experts on many subjects and
the Hon’ble Minister who holds charge of agriculture or “Grow More Food
Campaign” is a super-e pert in that team. But I was sorry to hear his utterances
which are contrary to the existing facts and instances. He categorically stated
that after harvesting of Sali crop no other crop than Khesari can be grown on
that land. But, Sir, I have seen with my own eyes in South Salmara a few years
back that double cropping on pulses with wet rice cultivation is practicable.
When I was motoring to Tura side I saw in a field that something was growing
out of the harvested Sali field. In order to satisfy my curiosity I got down from
my car and enquired what were those stump like plants. The people whom I
was questioning explained to me (that the cultivators who were settlers or immi-
grants) that those plants were Mug and Masur. These were sown broadcast
while the Sali paddy was throwing corn ears. I can boldly assert from this per=
sonal experience that these people who know can use paddy lands for double
cropping with other cultivation.

During my Ministry T had to address meetings of over ten thousand people
in many parts of the State as Leader of the National War-front and oftenitime
I urged the people that they should grow more pulses. During War time we
were importing from Bihar and the United Provinces as much as 5 lakh maunds of
Dal at the rate of 30 to 35 rupees per maund. At the present moment the price
of Dal has gone higher, some Dals like Chana or Motor are unavailable.
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Some times in Shillong the prices are more than in the Plains. Therefore
I am thankful to Government that they are re-introducing the system that we
had before, that is, of importing improved variety of Dal seeds from Bihar and
distributing them to the cultivators. The delay in making these available to the
cultivators is the principal stumbling block in popularising this scheme and for
this neither the Government nor the officers of the Agriculture Department are
to be taken to task as the main difficulty is transport. Even before the present
difficulty of transport—I mean before the partition of India and creation of Pakis-
tan and Hindustan—was there and our import had to be carried by the O. T.
Railway which could not handle them as early as desired. Often times the Assam
Government received these seeds at a late stage when the season for cultivation
of pulses was over. The same thing is likely to take place now, from what we
have heard from the Hon’ble Minister about potato seeds. I can say from my own
experience of the days when I presided over the Ministry that it was difficult
for the transport company running from Pandu to Shillong and from Shillong to
Sylhet when Sylhet was a part of Assam to carry the seedsin sufficient quantity
in time so that they could reach the cultivators before the season of potato cul-
tivation. The Resolution, again I can say, is recommending the obvious fact or
accomplished fact. Those hon. Members who follow the Press must have known
that the food shortage of India is responsible for a heavy drain in our cash curren-
cy. During the last three years a sum of 150 crores of rupees on an average had
to be spent in importing foodstufls, specially in cerials from outside India. It
is the bounden duty of every citizen of India to see that this drain on the exche-
quer is stopped and therefore everyone who give a little thought to this subject
how to improve the production of foodgrains in the Province or in India is a
patriot and we ought to thank Mr. Sarwan for having in those lines recommen-
ded to Government to throw open land for expansion of cultivation and for
suggesting to the cultivators what Rabi crop they could produce after the Sali
crop is harvested. These things clearly show that he has the best interest of Assam
in his heart and therefore he should be congratulated rather than criticised. Sir,
the Government is really trying their level best and T think the Central Govern.
ment in this matter has given Assam quite a substantial amount for the Grow-
More-Food Campaign. All I want toimpress upon the Ministry is this that let
us earn the encomium of the Central Government by producing the maximum
quantity of fcod-stuffs and taking the first place in this respect in India.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: Sir, I think every hon. Member
has a right of recommending his views to Government in this
House. Before giving any information to this House every hon.
Member must know all facts and figures well. We are sorry to learn from
Mr. Sarwan when he says that Sali crop is harvested at the end of
September or in the beginning of October. As a matter of fact the Sali
crop specially in the three subdivisions which he metnioned, thatis Jorhat,
Golaghat and Sibsagar is harvested towards the end of November and in
December and so the lands lie fallow from December to May, for about
5 months. Of course it is the duty of every responsible citizen of the
couniry and of the Government tuo educate the cultivators by making
propaganda amongst them so that their land does no lie fallow for those
5 months even. But I do not find any reason why the hon Leader
of the Opposition was so much aggrieved when some of the hon.
Members of this House criticised Mr. Sarwan who has no knowledge of
Sali crop at all.

Prof. P, M. SARWAN: I did not talk about Sali crop, Sir, butI
was talking about Lahi crop.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: I think Mr. Sarwan has confused
Lahi as Sa]i.

g L
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Prof. P. M. SARWAN: I am not confusing, Sir. I know their

difference as much as others know. I think the hon. Member himself
does not know about Lahi crop.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: If the hon. Member would
go to the cultivators he would learn that certain smaller kinds of paddy
are harvested from early part of December and even people who consume
them know that the paddy is harvested from the beginning of December.
I know this as I am son of a cultivator and come from a village.

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: The hon. Member is not quite correct
as regards Lahi crop, Sir.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: I do not think the hon.
Member can name some varieties of the Lahi paddy. They are harves-
ted generally at the end of November and in the beginning of December,
that is, before Magh Bihu. Any way, Sir, I think the remark passed by
the Hon. Leader of the Opposition for criticising Professor Sarwan is
not justiied. Moreover, Sir, what has been stated by Professor Sarwan is
wrong. With these words, I resume my seat.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I simply agreed with my
Friend, Professor Sarwan, that wet Sali crop is harvested towards the end of
November and generally harvesting ends at the end of December.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: This sta

tement, Sir, supports my
argument.

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Iam
grateful that the hon. Leader of the Opposition and Mr. Hardman
had taken part in this debate and have given some suggestions also. Sir,
the hon. Leader of the Opposition has narrated his experience regarding
the cultivation of varieties of Mosur and Moong after harvesting Sali
paddy in South Salmara. These are char lands and generally due: to flood
these char lands are not cultivated with Sali paddy, but with Ahu paddy.
It may be that he mistook the stumps of Ahu paddy for those of Sali. Mosur
and Moong are generaily cultivated during the months of August and
mid-September. In  our varietal experiments done in our farms differ-
ence in yield of these pulses is found to depend on the change of season.
The best season for sowing crops like Matikalai or Mosur is at the
mid-August and the crops sown in such periods give much better
yield than those sown in the last part of September.

Sir, Mr. Hardman had referred to the jute seed. He seems to labour
under a misunderstanding. I think I must clarify to remove this. I stated that
after investigation it was found that 90 per cent. of the cropped area under
jute is under better varicties. Government are taking steps to have
this area also under improved varieties of seed. We have also grown a
good quantity of jute seeds in some of our farms and the Government of
India had assured us for help to develop  our seed farms like that in
Chins}l;xra which the hon. Leader of the Opposition mentioned in his
speech.

Again, Mr. Hardman has referred to difficulties of supply of seeds to
the cultivators., I have already stated that owing to our limited financial
resources we had not enough Seed Farms. We have developed a few farms,
but they are not yet fully established owing to financial difficulties, In some
of these farms we have not been able to construct necessary quarters for
the Managers and staff, etc. We have adopted measures for multiplica-
tion of seeds of improved variety and some of the Experts whom W€
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have consulted had advised wus to come in for legislation to compel
cultivators to sow only improved variety of seeds. But we think that time
is not yet ripe to come in for a legislation. We have already adopted
measures for multiplication of seeds by supplying improved seeds to regis-
tered growers in particular “localities and asking them to supply seeds of
improved variety to the cultivators of that locality.

Sir, I had asked for constructive suggestions assuring that I would
consider any such suggestion. But the Resolution as it is worded is
rather vague. The hon.  Mover wanted that winter crops should be sown
in all fallow lands after harvesting of paddy is over. I ask him whether
this is possible. According to the experience of the Agriculture Department
we have found that no crop could be sown after harvesting of Sali paddy,
of course it is possible to follow Ahu with winter crops. Generally our
cultivators use Ahu land for cultivation of  mustard seeds, vegetable, etc.
But the Sali land is generally left fallow. In some areas we have found
that Sali lands could be utilised for Boro or Ahu cultivation. We are
trying to expand our efforts for Boro cultivation and during these years as the
hon.  Leader of the Opposition knows that after having lost the Boro areas
in Sylhet we have by our efforts been able to increase nearly 2,500
acres of Boro areas by giving facilities to the cultivators. We have established a
farm at Roha for seeds. In this respect, the co-operation and efforts of the
cultivators are important factors. In some areas cultivation of Boro is not
possible because of this. Insome areas the agriculturists are reluctant to
Eake to it, But we have been carrying on propaganda in this connection and
in our programme we have fixed a target for the next year and instructed
our agricultural officers to strive for that target by giving seeds and other
facil_ities to culiivators. However, in spite of these difficulties I must state for
the information of the House that in Dibrugarh I found recently in my visit,
some areas where Boro cultivation has been introduced by our efforts. Of
course the acreageis small. TIn this way, Sir, we arc trying to help the
cultivators to utilise the land in all possible ways. But as I have already
stated in a previous debate, technical ability and avaijlability of capital are
émportant factors in this production drive. These are factors which must be taken
into account.

I would certainly welcome constructive suggestions. As I have already
stated that we have made the following provisicns, i. ¢., for seed distribution,
for pumping arrangements, for small irrigation projects and major irrigation
projects ; we have also provided facilities for manure. But all these must be taken
advantage of by our cultivators themselves.

F. or these reasons we had adopted in our scheme for having demonstration
plots in the cultivators’ own fields as far as possible to convince the cultivators of
the utility of manure,

Mr, Hardman was complaining about seeds. I think he must be referring to
fifty thousand maunds of Ahuseeds required for increased production in the
tea garden areas. I have already stated my difficulty.

Sir, with these few words, I request the hon. Mover of the Motion not to
press his Motion which is vaguely worded and bacause I had already taken steps in
this direction.

Mr. BINODE:KUMAR J. SARWAN: I have drawn the attention of the
House to the needs of the poor agricultural ryots to grow more food and we
have also heard some constructive suggestions from the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. Now I think it would be accelerated to give effect to
by the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture. The Leader of the Opposition has given
good sugestions, though I have not very many suggestions to say now. What
ever has been said, we are thankful for them. ‘The Hon’ble Minister in-charge of
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Agriculture will be able to help the poor, needy paddy cultivators, and thereby
it will serve to bring more food for this country. :

In view of the assurance given by the Hon’ble Minister in-charge of
Agriculture, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my resolution.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave of the House
to withdraw his resolution ?

The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I would suggest that we
better postpone now. I think there will be nothing left of non-official business for
the sitting of 28th March 1950.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: So we will be able to finish on
the 27th March, 1950.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 Am, on Tuesday, the 2lst March
1950.

SHILLONG : R. N. BARUA,

The 12th May, 1950, Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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APPENDIX C
ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Government Resolution for the Budget Session of the Assembly, 1950
The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY to move :— :
That this Assembly do approve of an expenditure of Rs. 3,72,573 under the

head °50.—Civil Works (excluding Tools and Plant and Establishment) ** for the
items below. The amounts involved will be met from the sanctioned grant.

**50.—Civil Works (excluding Tools and Plant and Establishment)”.

: Rs.
I[—Grant originally voted by the Assembly 1,80,18,000
IT—Sub-heads under which the appropriations will be accounted for :—
(z)—(a) Buildings— Rs.
General Administration 30,134
Administration of Justice c 26,783
Jails and Convict Settlements ... 1,23,000
Police other than Assam Rifles 2,000
Medical 3,000
Public Health 5 3,200
Veterinary-- Post-War 46
Industries— Post- War 10,000
Civil Works—Post-War 2,410
1. [ Voted—Normal 1,88,117
5 Total (G) Bulldlngs \L POSt-WaI' o 12:456
(#7)—(b) Communications— s T e L
Ordinary Roads 2,000
Petrol Tax Projects—Ordinary ... 70,000
Total () Communications—Voted—Normal ... 72,000
(z11)—B—Repairs— —
Maintenance of Shillong-Silchar Road 1,00,000
i Total—Repairs—Normal ... oo a0 1,00,00
GRAND TOTAL 3,72,573

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(@) Of_the schemes as per schedules enclosed (pages 2-7) some are new
projects wh1ch.cr01:.>ped up during the course of the year and some are incomplete
works for which 1t was not possible to make specific provision at the time of
framing the budget for 1949-50. Hence the provision.

(i) As above (page 7).

(2i2) Maintenance of Shillong-Silchar Road.—The amount is required for mainte-
nance of the road from Shillong to Jowai. The Government of India have since
refused to bear the maintenance cost for this road.
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