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Proceedings of the Second Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly.
assembled under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 10 A, M. on
Tuesday, the 3rd October 1950,

Present

The Hon’ble Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, the seven
Hon’ble Minifters and fifty-one Members

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were Iaid on the table).

Re Shri S. K. Mallick, I.C.S.
Maulavi MAKABBIR ALI MAZUMDAR asked -

50. Will GOVCI‘DH’:CI)t‘ be pleased to state the names of the Subdivisions and
Districts, Shri S. K. Mallick was in charge of, with period of his tenure of office

in each place, prior to his holding the charge as the Deputy Commissioner,
Cachar ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

50.—Shri S. K. Mallick, 1.c.s., held charge of the Golaghat Subdivision
during the period from the 7th March 1947 to 3rd April 1948. Cachar is his
first District charge, where he took over as Deputy Commissioner on the 10th
February 1950.

Sales tax on vegetable seeds

Srijut BELTRAM DAS asked :

51. (a) Will Governmel}t be pleased to state whether it is a fact that sales
tax has been realised for selling vegetable seeds in Assam R

(b) What amount of mone
tax on vegetable seeds ?

{¢) Do Government propose to exempt this item from the operation of
sales tax to encourage Grow-More-Vegetables ?

y Government expect to get by realising sales

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied s

51. (a)—Yes.

(b)—The dealers are assessed on the total sales of all varieties of taxable
goods and as such the amount of tax expected on sales of vegetable seeds alone
cannot be estimated.

(¢)—There is no such proposal at present but Government would be glad
to consider the suggestion of the hon. Member,
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Upper Assam Regional Transport Authority Board
Srijut BHADRA EKANTA GOGOI asked:

52. Will Government be pleased to state the reason or reasons for not nomi-

nating a member for Upper Assam Regional Transport Authority Board
from Lakhimpur district ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS replicd :

52.—The Upper Assam Regional Transport Authority has got two members
from the district of Lakhimpur. ’

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: a4z fgais #1  Regional
Transport © 7@ %4 @ity I 2afs ¢xm | costaid Official 7 non-
official ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: Official.

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: f3 47 fgala 74 SNt I9s:
Motor Vehicles == 721 @ty 23 @ipiesis @fp revenue 4 @2 f&aie public
S private carrier 3 73478 Wibiseis @fs | corEas awii43d 74 non-
official ¢33 @lth §f5s 3 Foassn w3raca ?
The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS ‘o districtwi i

: (39 frete districtwise basis-
© fra ezt i |
Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI :

A e s Non-official ¢ra= Ff1 i1 Sub-
i A6 | 1

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS : fimatal, @izt 9te cfatars |

Srijut BHA
I8 DRA KANTA GOGOI :  District fzpieet flzatsita &fo «dtta |

9 .s
The Homn’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: wigr<ly faatedta @f it za |

Maulqv: ABDUL HALIM: May I knOW Why Dibrugarh was ]ate ?
The Hon’ble Srijut RAM T :
Dibrugarh was not taken intg conrjiggrflitiolegi; PRSIt hich
3 .

Theft i i
Thefts commiatied durlng Earthq“ake tremoers on Augﬂst 15, 1950
Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDRHURY  agked :

53. (a) Are Gover At 2

August (15), 1950, thc?ge:;i Wase t!lat during the earthquake tremors on

places ? *¢ Committed in a number of houses in affected
(b) Will Government be

place and whether any thief Pleased to state where these thefis have taken

as been caught ?
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI

53. (a)—No.
(b)—Does not arise.

replied :

it
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Price of Rice and Paddy in Hojai and Murigaon in the district of
Nowgong

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH SAMADDAR asked :

54. Are Government aware—

(a) That the area of Hojai and Murigaon in the district of Nowgong are
surplus in rice and paddy ?

(¢) That the areas of Nowgong Town, Rupahi and Dhing in the said .
3 district are deficit in rice and paddy ?

(¢) That during the months of June, July and August 1949, rice was
sold at Rs. 16 per maund and paddy at Rs.9 per maund in Hojai
and Murigaon areas ?

(d) That during the said period rice was sold at Rs. 25 at Nowgong
Town and at Rs. 30 in Rupahi and Dhing arcas and paddy was
sold at Rs. 13 at Nowgong Town and Rs.16 in Rupahi and Dhing

. areas per maund ?

(¢) That the procurement authority did not allow or issue any permit
to Patta-holders to bring their own rice and paddy from the lands
in surplus areas to their own houses in deficit areas nor did
they allow to bring rice and paddy to the bona Jfide consumers
from the surplus areas to the deficit areas for family consump-
tion ?

(f) That the people are not allowed to move with such quantity of
rice and paddy as allowed by law and generally they were
harassed like anything by the officers of the Procurement Depart-
ment ?

(g) That the traders of rice and paddy were allowed to purchase the

same at a low rate from the surplus areas and sell these at
exorbitant rate in the deficit areas ?

() That many representations were made to the Deputy Director of

. Procurement, Nowgong, to check such high price of rice aqd
paddy in deficit areas but that he took no steps whatsoever in
this regard ?

(1) That being requested to supply necessary rice and paddy to the
deficit areas, the said Deputy Director of Procurement,
Nowgong, passed sweeping remarks about the influx of
refugees and immigrants and flatly refused to help or supply

any rice and paddy in the deficit areas as those are not
rationed areas ?

(7) That the Questioner represented the matters mentioned above
in full to Government and that many other rcspectablg
people of Nowgong also represented the case to Government !

55. (a) What steps Government has taken for sweeping remarks, to stop
the selling of rice and paddy at exorbitant prices, allow the movement of rice
and padady of the land holders for family consumption and to stop unnecessary
harassment of the public by the officers of the Procurement Department of
Nowgong ? :

{b) Is it a fact that later the Deputy Commissioner, Nowgong, armﬂgfl
L& to supply quantity of rice and paddy in the deficit areas through the help of the
T Procurement Department ?
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(¢) Ifso, will Government be pleased to state the actual quantities of
rice and paddy supplied by the Procurement Department during that period to
the deficit area, Mouza by Mouza with their respective population ?

(d) Whether the same conditions prevail in that District at present ?

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA replied

54. (a)—Yes. But during 1949 production of paddy in these areas was much
less due to insufficient rains. The local population has on the other hand gone
up very considerably due to influx of refugee.

b)—Yes.

Ec)—Yes, those were the prices in June and July last but the price consi-
derably went up since August last.

(d)—Market price of rice in the Nowgong market during June and July
was Rs.20 per maund but towards the latter part of August it rose to Rs.25 per
maund. At Rupahi and Dhing the market price of rice rose upto Rs.30 in  August
and market price of paddy in August only was Rs.13 per maund at Nowgong
and Rs.15 to Rs.16 per maund at Dhing and Rupabhi.

(e)—Itis nota fact.
might be some delay in issui
officers thought that enquiry
ducers or consumers.

(f)—Government do not admit jt.
tion that various persons under the guise o
troubles to the public, one such having been

(g)—Government have no such inform

(h)—No such representation i I
Procurement. But in any b el e ety b e

. = case, high prices cannot be checked ly by 1
e L » N P can e checked merely by local
zgainst ulaw lfreakzr:mple stock with Government and full public co-operation

Permits were issued in deserving cases. There
Ng permits in some cases where procurement
15 needed whether applicant are bona fide pro-

But Government have informa-
f Procurement staff had caused
caught by the Procurement staff,

ation.

(i)—No. Applications from

paddy from e individuals and Trading Co-operatives for

tion and permission accerde] 8 to deficit areas were given due considera-

remarks passed by De]slftry (]:3 mt deserving cases. No reply as to sweeping
Irecto 5 2

vagueness of the question or of  Procurement can be given on account of

(j)—Yes.
55. (a)—Movement :
PN BTl Seizecgmrc:ils have been considerably relaxed and stringent
ment of public if foung h?zé ﬁd_“stocks in surplus areas. Unnecessary harass-
cerned. WIS certainly entail action against officers con-
(6) & (e)—Yes,

Nowgong Town, its subu?brsrangctfments for the supply of paddy and rice to
and co-operative Ofgﬂnisati()nsan} some  deficit pockets through reliable dealers
ment itself did not my) 1ave been made but the Procurement Depart-

() At s e Y- Supnly.
T G OB : ers e
has eased to some extent, he latest information, the situation in the district

Lowlkh
: owWa Game Reserve in Nowgong District
Babu KHAGENDRA NATH g,

ADDAR :
56. (a) Are Governm e

ent aware t

and settled portion of Logia Ghat the Hindu Blocks in de-reserved
known as Haldiasuti Uttar and Sough, o ame Reserve in Nowgong district which is

Maccessible during the rainy season ?



1950.] QUESTIONS 901

() Is it a fact that Government has realised huge money as premium
from that area which is meant for the development of that area ?

f¢) Do Government propose to spend adequate money to build up
a road’ connecting the Nowgong-Juri Public Works Department Road from the
Brahmaputra River Bank in Haldiasuti Uttar, Block No. 8 ?

(d) Do Government propose to start a dispensary and Bazar in that
area ? -

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Parliamentary Secretary) replied :

56. (a)—Yes. Thearea is not readily accessible, especially during the
rainy season.

())—No. 'The premium realised from this area is not meant for the
development of this area alone. A certain amount is sanctioned for water
supply and improvement of communication for the colonisation area in the
district but no amount is set apart for any particular area.

(¢)—There is no such proposal for the present.
(d)—A plot has been set apart for a bazar. There is no proposal for
establishment of a hospital at present.
Establishment of Sub-Registry Office at Ratabari

Moulana MD. MUFAZZAL HUSSAIN asked:

57. (a) Is it a fact that as the Patharkandi Sub-Registry Office will suffer,
Government did not grant the prayer to establish a Sub-Registry Office at
Ratabari ? ;

(b) As the population of Patharkandi and Ratabari areas has since
greatly increased, do Government propose to revise their previous decision and
sanction at least a Sub-Registry Office on commission basis at a suitable place
under Ratabari Police Station ?

The Hon’ble Sriju¢t RUPNATH BRAHMA replied:

57. (a)—Yes, the figures regarding number of documents registered are so
low that both the Sub-Registry Offices will be deficit if a separate Sub-Registry
Office be opened at Ratabari.

None will be self-supporting.

(6)—The figures regarding number of documents registered particularly
of 1949, do not justify opening of a separate office at Ratabari even on com-
mission basis.

Number of Panchayats now working in Assam
Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked ;

58. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) The number of Panchayats now working in Assam under the Assam
Rural Panchayat Act, 1948,

(b) Whether Section 133(1) of the said Act has been applied to all the
Panchayats ?
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(¢) If not, why not ?

Whether as envisaged under Section 59(2) (z) (iv) of the said Act, iz,
@ the sums collgcted under sub-section (1) of Section 133 such as
receipts from public ferries, schools, hospitals, hats, bazaars,
pounds, etc., and local rates have been credited to the respective

Rural Development Funds ?

(e) If not, why not ?

(/) Whether as envisaged under Section 61 of the said Act Panchayat
Funds have been created in all the existing Panchayats ?

(2) If so, who operates them and where the funds are located ?

(h) Whether any bye-laws have been framed by any of the Panchayats
and approved by Government, and

(z) If so, which are those Panchayats ?

Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary)
replied :
58. (a)—Fifteen. g
(h)—Yes.
(¢)—Does not arise.

(d) & (¢)—So far the Government is aware, this has not been done in all

cases yet, but steps are being taken to implement this provision of the Assam
Rural Panchayat Act,

(f )—Yes.

(¢)—Under rule 5(1) of the
Rural Panchayat Act, the Secretar
fund is held in a current account at
tive Apex Bank, Limited,

(A)—No
(2)—Does not arige,

Rules framed under Chapter IV of the Assam
¥, Rural Panchayat operates the fund. The
the nearest Branch of the Assamr Co-opera-

‘Sr’.l“t RAJENDR A NATH BARUA: With regard to (d), do Government
realise that the Panchayats ape handicapped in not receiving from the Local Boards
}th: ;ﬁnxcf Swaiilhgsvgfen mentioned in Sections 59 and 133 of the Rural Panchayat

nme : ’ :

available to the Pagchy ;‘;tsbigti?rc}yt% expedite so that receipts may be made
ey %‘;ﬂ:}fiﬂ:ﬁhAPg?SAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary) : Actually
Panchayat areas ;vit?t:mft}‘(:d to get the benefit of all those taxes of the respective
Act is xzithdrawn Fo: €Ct from the date from which the Local Self-Government
Subdivision, where the Loeg] g} 'C Misamara Rural Panchayat of the Golaghat

u e f, ¥ 2; ocal Seli-Government Act was withdrawn from that arvea
with etiect from the 22nd February B SO AN T erafora .l Viha Misamara Rural
Panchayat will get these 3 : 5

mounts wit X T L
hope there will not be much delay 1ji11 effect from the 22nd February 1950, T
it,

the matter. We are trying to expedite g

it i b B




1950.]  RESULT OF ELECTION TO THE KAMRUP DISTRICTS 903
MINORITY BOARD

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Sir, isit a fact that the taxes as
envisaged under the Rural Panchayat Act have not yet been paid to that area and
as such they have been put to great inconvenience ?

Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary): I
have already replied to that, Sir. We are looking into the matter.

Result of election to the Gauhati University Board

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : As a result of voting in the election to the
Gauhati University Board held on the 30th September 1950, I hereby announce
that Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma has been elected. No votes were cast against
any other candidate.

Result of election to the Assam Roads Communication Board

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Asa result of voting to the Assam Roads
Communicatian Board held on the 30th September, 1950, I hereby announce that
Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan has been elected. No votes were cast against any other
candidate.

Result of election to the Kamrup District Minority Board

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Asregards election to the Kamrup District
Minority Board, I may inform the House that the number of persons belonging to
the Minority Community who have filed valid nominations within the prescribed
date and hour being equal to the number to be elected, the following persons are
hereby declared elected _unoI‘Jposcd as Members of the Minority Community to the
Kamrup District Minority Board :—

1. Maulavi Abul Khair.

9. Maulavi Ataur Rahman,

3. Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf. =
So far as election to the Goalpara District Minority Board j i
number of candidates having fallen short of the numbeg of pEI‘SOIS]S C(:c? C(f)?e;:ac:sg
from the Minqrity_ Community, the Secretary has extended the date and hour for
receiving nomination papers for election to this Board and has fixed 6th October
5p M. (I.S.T.) as the last date and hour for nomination of candidates f{
notification on this behalf published in Assam Gazette Extraordinary of 30th Sep-
tember 1950 has already been circulated to the Muslim Mesr;lbers of thj;s
Assembly.

The voting, if required, for election to this Board wij]
the hours of 11 A.M. and 12 noon on Monday, the
mittee Room No. 1.

; take place between
9th October, 1950 in the Com-

As a'lre_ady announc_ed, election to the Cachar District. Minority Board will
take place in the Commitice Room No. 1 on the 5th October between the hours of
1p. M. and 3 P. M. or as soon as the business of the day is finished, whichever is
earlier.
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Motion 7¢ distressing ecomomic situation arising in the State
out of the prevailing high prices of food stuffs and other essential
commodities. ;

Shri SATINDRA MOHAN DEV: Sir, I received a telegram yesterday
from the Secretaries of the Silchar Food Committee, Bar Library, Mukhtears
Library, Central Refugee Board, Mahila Samiti, Surma Valley Tea Associa-
tion, which runs as follows:—

“Food situation in district extremely desparate stop. Price varying between
_forty to forty-five per maund stop All supplies dried up in rural and urban
markets and rice unavailable to seventy-five per cent. consumers even at peak
price resulting extensive starvation including Government employees and tea
labourers stop Situation already beyond control stop. Deputy Commissioner
fecling helpless stop. Extremely chaotic condition prevailing stop Labour
trouble and death imminent unless supplies flown for Silchar and Karimganj
Subdivisions stop Please move adjournment motion Tuesday stop For emergency
arrange supplies and come down immediately.”

Sir, 1 received similar telegrams from the Secretary, Bar Association,

I. N. T. U. C. and I had the privilege to attend at the house of the Hon’ble

Chief Minister and informed him about these and he assured me that he

l\{V/Ic_m.ldt do something. I have also informed about itte the Hon’ble Supply
inister.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: There is a Motion in the name of Srijut
Gauri Kanta Talukdar. Hon’ble Member will please speak in connection
with that Motion in the debate that will fellow.

Shri SATINDRA MOHAN DEV: Sir, I want a statement from
Government.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : In that debate the hon. Member will get
the information.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to movye
that this Assembly do now take into consideration the serious and distressin
economic_situation arising in the State out of the prevailing high prices of fogd.
stuffs and other essential commodities.

Sir, I need not narrate at length the evil effects that have been brought
about by the prevailing high prices of foodstuffs and other essential ap¢j.
cles of our every day use. For, excepting a few fortunate ones, almost al] of
us are b1t'tcrly feell.ng the cruel pinches ch, these high prices which are not
only r.nakmg our_hfc miserable but also are demoralising the entire society by
f.?rcadlng corruption and degradation in almost every sphere of our nationa}
ife.

The Pr:ces_o{ rice, dals, atta, maida, sugar, gur, ghee, mustard oil, fish,
meat, fruits, spices, etc., and almost all pther ossential commodities such as
cloth, n}cdwmg, shoes, umbrellas, house building materials, have risen abnor-
mally high. Consequently the wages of labour in every sphere of our acti-
vities have also been highly raised, Therefore. those honest and unfortunate
eople whose earnings have not been able to ,keep pace with their ever grow-
ing household expenditures have been compelled to live most miserable lives,

o
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Sir, the growers and dealers of these articles are raising the prices at their
sweet will, practically without any letor hindrance. There is going on, as it
were, a keen competition amongst them in this matter of raising prices. The
country has failed to produce the necessary articles as much as is required to
meet the heavy demands of an ever increasing population  The shrewd and
unscrupulous producers and dealers are taking full advantage of this disparity.
They are making money by all imaginable means which human ingenuity
is capable of invention. Sir, they are making their fortune by b'ack-
marketing of controlled gocds, by hoarding of available articles and sclling them
at prices artificially raised high, by adultering food-stuffs with unwholesome
things, and by increasing the weight and volume even of rice, paddy, atta,
maida, dal, gur, sugar, spices, etc., which they sell by mixing them with
harinful things such as ecarth, stoncs, bricks, soap, stones, glasses, tamarind and
other obnoxious seeds. Thus, these cnemies of mankind are not only robbing
us of our precious money, but also are ruining our health to satisfy their morbid
greed for wealth.

Sir, people are fecling utterly helpless. They are crying for protection from
these robbers and enemies of mankind. Our people want prices of articles of
food and other essential articles to be reduced to a reasonable level. They
demand adulteration of food-stuffs to be stopped. They want Government to
intervene in these important matters. They want our Government to stop and
wipz out black-markcting,_proﬁteering, hoarding and such other frauds that
are being practised in respect of these commodities.

Sir, our Government, both Central and Provincial no doubt are aware of
these terrible state of affairs. They are frequently appealing to the good sense
of these black-marketers, profiteers and hoarders to refrain from thes¢ sins
against society. Our Government have also been threatening these enemies
of mankind with dire consequences. But who will listen to these sermons and
who will care for their empty threats ? If the Government mean to puta
stop to these evil practices they must be more serionus and let our people know,
not by words but by deeds, that they have done all that lies in their power to
suppress these vices.

Sir, the common people as well as the Government and semi-Government
servants of the middle and lower grades have been hard hit by these high
prices of commodities. Our Government have no doubt realised
this fact and have endeavoured to  give their servants some relief by
a small increment in -their salaries. But no amount of increase in pay can be
expected to give them real relief unless the prices of food-stuffs and other
essential articles are brought down considerably.

Sir, two things are absolutely necessary to solve this terrible economic crisis—
increased production of food-stuffs and other articles in sufficient qualities and
reduction of their prices to a reasonable extent, for, production and prices 0
articles are inter-related.

As regards increase in production our Government with the generous grants
from the Centre have launched the Grow-More-Food Campaign. They are
spending huge amounts of money under very many pompous schemes. but it
will be no exaggeration to say that most of the money is being spent in maintain-=
ing huge staffs. Unfortun ately, they have not been able so far to qonViﬂCE our
people that the production of food-stuffs has increased to an appreciable extent:
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The sc-called huge increase of production shown in annual re;l))cli_z ts _arecxfjﬁg
misleading. The picture of production placed before the pu ’If(:i-lsd'gtributcd
arrived at from mathematical calculations based on quantities of sec bG 1s e
and not always based on yields found on actual verifications. C]mr o:crnu it
should, therefore, be careful in accepting these reports. For, we have go urepot i
of cases from reliable sources where increased production has been shown on the
basis of distribution of seeds. Government should, thcreff)rc, oy to get c%rrcct
figures of increased production of food-stuffs on the basis of yields fourn on
actual verification in the locality. Qur Government shpuld a:lso take effective
steps to prevent losses that are being incurred in prosecution of _thc Grow-Mor.c-
Food Drive. We are reliably informed that heavy losses are being incurred in
execution of the Tractor Scheme and several other projects.

Sir, as regards reduction of prices, our Governments, both Central a:nd
Provincial, are sufficiently conscious of their responsibilities and they are making
endeavours in this direction, But, unfortunately, they have not been )a_blc to
convince our people that they have done all that lie in their power.  Prices of
some articles have, no doubt, been fixed. But that has not succeeded in .gwu}lgl
sufficient reliefs to our people. For, prices of most of the articles remain 'i‘tl;
unchecked. Our Pcople are still at the mercy of the growers and traders. Ic
Supply and Prices of Goods Act of 1950 of the Union Government applies to on IY
a few articles, Tt ought to have covered much more items, specially those with
which the common map, is most concerned.

Sir, I believe, our Government should seriously consider the question of
fixing the ceiling Prices of most of the articles of our every day use. In doing so,
there is, of Course, the apprehension of more hoarding, black-marketing _and
other mal-practices, But if our Government so intend, they can, I believe,

manage to SUppress them by taking drastic steps against those who may be found
to be indulging in these vices,

. I believe, Sir,  hoarders are greatly responsible in artificially -maintaining
high Prices of commodities, Byt if our Government mean business, they can
certainly check them. If hoardeq articles are diligently seized and thrown into
the open market anq sold at fa, prices, the danger of hoarding inay be yerymuch
oarders gre Punished with deterrent punishment, cllr the phrowlixons
= t be extended and vi orously applied to the hoar-
dﬁrs lflgng pathio ther provisions oflaw, | believe,ghoarding can be sufficiently
checked and ph; mmodities can be considerably reduced. Sir, In this
uest our Government to bear in mlnddthat I&o:;;'dlpg,
c . hade an enign
¢ ’ eering flourish enerally under the s
g?e;sortll?g:e °F Protection of Some of thejr o%vn men whom they employed to sup-
the i ihir o 1 Government kee vigilant eyes upon such officers, much of
Sir, Ilefs on casily be brevented bk
ir, I thi . 3 : :
S nslz)’n?ur Government may also consider the questlo_n o_f' starting fair
teeselected towns angd thickly populated Iocalities in rural areas

I also bf:licw:, SI: SUch meang can give little relief to our people.

important part i, o Ts our Trading Co-operative Socicties may Play a very
matter of reductioy, Osf . . Thege societies may be usefully u.tlhscd in this
put on sound bag;s andpnces. If the numbey of such societies be increased and
present doing, and if e a 10W€l_i to dea] ip much more articles than they are at
will succeed in reasmla}fl be g 'Ven special facilities, then I believe, these societies
fl; Y veducing and briggine 4 the high level of prices of
food-stuffs and other Commodiﬁes nging down g
With these words, Sjp. 1

: < place m
House for their serious consid §

© My Motjon before the hon. Members of this
€ration,

-



1950.] MOTION 907

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

*“That this Assembly do now take into consideration the serious and distres-
sing economic situation arising in the State out of the prevailing high prices of
food-stuffs and other essential commodities.”

The Hon’ble Minister may kindly give a preliminary reply so that hon.
Members of the House my take part in the discussion.

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Iam very
much grateful to the hon. Mover of the Motion for giving an oppor.unity
to Government to explain the position of supply and procurement in the
State of Assam. As is well known to you, Sir, Government is always ready to
welcome discussion and constructive suggestions on matters of public importance.
The food position in Assam at present has become a matter of utmost public
importance and it is for this reason, Sir, that I readily agreed to the initiation of
this food debate on the floor of this House, so that Government may be profited
by the wise counsels and constructive suggestions from the hon. Members at this
critical time. Sir, I believe the food position in Assam cannot be properly under-
stood and appreciated in an isolated manner. It is very much co-related to the
food position of the rest of the country. Without an overall picture of the food
position in India it will be a futile attempt if the food situation is studied as an
independent proposition without any co-relation with India and measures are
sought to be devised to meet the situation as a local affair. If the food situa-
tion of Assam is looked at in the above context with an All-India background,
you will find, Sir, that the situation in Assam is'now almost the same with that
of a large number of States in the Indian Union. There is an overall picture of
food shortage in the whole country and this shortage is reflected in Assam in the
same way in abormal rise of prices as in other parts of India. The question that
naturally arises in one’s mind is whether there is actually shortage in pro-
duction of food in Assam. Is this soaring prices of food in Assam due to shortage
in production or is due to extensive hoarding by producers and traders or Iis it
due to both ? If a satisfactory answer to this cannot be found, it wiil, in my
opinion, be a very difficult task to arrive at a right and permanent solution.

Sir, the present food position in Assam has been a source of great and cons-
tant anxiety to Government. Every day reports are coming from almost all
quarters complaining to Government about abnormal rise of prices, sometimes
very much beyond the purchasing power of the average section of pcople, not to
speak of the poorer classes. These complains have even come from quarters
which are generally regarded as surplus areas of our State. We have been all
flooded with prayers and demands to come to the rescue of the people and save
them from starvation. The Government have therefore given their most anxious
thought over the matter. The whole question is being examined from all angles
and we are trying to find out a solution of this vital question. The procurement
policy is also under careful examination of Government to bring it in line with
the rest of the country as far as possible in accordance with the wish of the Go-
vernment of India. That being the case, Sir, this Government will only be too
glad to have the views of the hon. Members on such a vital problem of devising
a right and permanent solution of the vexed problem. There is in this country
a section of people who think that the present critical food situation in the State
is due to the most heinous and anti-social act of hoarding on the part of producers
and traders for dishonest profit, and they are urging on the Government to adopt
more stringent measures against such hoarders who are fattening themselves on
the distress and misery of their fellow brethren. They believe that stringent
measures taken with utmost rigour will frighten these hoarders to part with their
stock. With the coming of stocks to open market, the situation, it is expected, will
be relieved considerably. They are even ready to accuse Government of weakness
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and of vacillation. They belicve that Assam is a surplus $tate_ and ]t'he’} Prtels?nlt
distress is due 1o hoarding alone. There is yet another section of peop . who th na1
that Assam is not a surplus State, and this l'qod crisis is go'ng to b(.' ]a m:f-[tl?
phase in Assam in fulure. According to this section of people, agrlcule]a sSta stics
made in Assam are not at all dependable and Assam is really not a surplus ta:ellxl
respect of food produciion, and this food crisis, they apprehend, will be a rezular
annual visitation in our State. With an amount of apparent . plausibility they
argue that the theory of hoarding is a myth, and is against the elementary law of
demand and supply. When export is banned and there is no_ possibility of
smuggling into Pakistan due to lower prices of food obtamu}g in that State,
what the so-called hoarders can gain by hoarding if -there is no shnr!:age .of
food production in Assam ? They are therefore against the adoption of strin-
gent and rigorous measures. They feel that they will not only_not serve any
useful purpose but will alienate 2 large section of people, bes:flcs driving a
large section of people from paddy cultivation to jute growing. 'l hcy are there-
fore very much in favour ofa regular and planned drive for pr_odL{ct_mn of more
food in Assam. Government, as I have already stated, Sir, is giving tl'}c' most
anxious consideration to all these arguments before coming to a ﬁr}al decision as
to how best to devise measures [or a permanent and right solutlon'and what
best procurement policy should be adopted in Assam in the l)est‘ interests of
the people of the province as a whole, Personally, 1 believe that neither of the
theory is absolutely correct, and that there may be some truth in both. Govern-
ment is therefore cager to listen to the views of the hon. Members and I can
assure them, on behalf of GOVcrnment, that their views will be given due consj-
deration before adoption of

2 leng-term plan of solution and revision of the
present procurement policy,

Sir, I have already stated that the

: present food position in the State has been
a constant source of

ant s L anxiety to Government, His Excellency the Governor of
Assamin his very luminating  Addyess to the House the other day, and the
Hon’ble Chief Minister ip his very exhaustive and informative statement
about the carthquake anqg floods” have dealt with the causes of this
deteriorating food position iy, teState S THo abnsrimal situation - that has arisen

z ! Contemplated with animity. I do not like to go

into the causes _Of this unusua] an(i] abnormal l‘?scéuinnl)lrig{’:s as they have begn

aircegly’ dealt with in thjs House and wij] content myself with the steps taken

by ergoent. It SCems to me, Sir, that much of this mischiefin the abnor-

a state of panic created by a scction of people by

of rumours through  the Press and the  platform. You

are controlled commodities and trade

¥ regulated by  Government through the license

People, and very much powerful at that, who is
PIocurement by Go

g0 on spreading pan; vernment, and if this section of people
- S m ~
places, the inevitap] ours ahout

€ result ig the
; . c
go om;, moving thus jn , . . @

know, Sir, that rie
in rice and paddy
system. There ig

shooting up of prices in particular
'responding rise in other places, and things

Similarly, if a Persistent DVICIOuS circle culminating in an acute coudition.
; a o d i o »
of Government Lag failed andp 8anda is mpde that the procurement system

o AT e inevitable : contro] is therefore hound to be removed, the resu_lt
commodities at decontrolfed control  goeg people will be able to sell their

trolled rate, wh not k and-at much highep rates, Why then sell now at
COI'lr tta WEa e b i €€p . aside your things for the moment ? You are sure
tt:?o%eis lifted 'll”hl:izne ?;?;lblza? ey 3aVe now and hoard for some time till con-

: et T ch propaga da on the fond market can
casily e magincd by the.hon_ . Membeys, Ipbultijclﬁcr;h?s (ftind of propaganda is
to a great extent responsible for this hoa“ding, Gt oo AR e
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people do it consciously and with a motive hehind.
that these very people, who complain
hoarding by their preachings an ¢

Jut it is really painful to see
againit hoarding are really encouraging
statements.  To me, Sir, it appears that this
kind of statement is not only unjust to Government but is very much damaging
to public interest, and this is one of the causes of the present abnormal rise of
prices.

Sir, alot of criticism is being made in press and platform against the
present procurement policy and programme of the Governient and it is only pro-
per that T should speak something about it to remove, if possible, the misun-
derstanding that has gathcred around it. But belore going into that [ should
request the hon. Members to remember that scarcity is one thing and failure
of procurement is quite ancther. ‘lhe two should not be Jumbled up. The
present procurement policy of the Government was adopted aliout 4 vears
back. It was done in censultation with the Procurement Advisory Board. It was
so devised as to meet the peculiar conditions of Assam.  Unlike Bombay and
Madras, the conditions of life and : gricultural economy in Assam are quite
different. Ours is mainly a country of peasant proprietors, and the present policy
of procurement was designed to suit th_c special, social, political and economic
conditions obtaining in Assam. This system i1s looscly cailed or popularly
known as “volun:tary system of procurement. By this, besides fixing the control
prices of paddy and rice in Assam it was generally intended to procure foed
and feed about only 10 per cent. of the people in Assam.

The Government of Assam had taken the responsibility of feeding
about 10 per cent. of the '\pf‘op]c engaged in important industries or
living in important towns like Gaubati, Shillong, ctc., which had heen
declared as rationed areas. The commitment thus is of a limjted
nature. The rest of the population living in Assam are allowed th-
benefit of the ~pen market with controlled price. If the matter is looked
from this angle 9f \'1§ion you \yillg find, Sir, that this commitment taken
up by Government is being” duly {um%lc'd.. Not only that, the Government
has been able to take very great aach.lmnfxl bui dens outside this commitment.
Thousands and thousands of refugces _maintained in diferent camps in Assam
are still being fed and the vast relicf required in earthquake and flood affected
areas arc also being met by the Pl‘ot}umntnt Department, These are all
additional and unexpected burdcns.. Even about two weeks back a new
responsibility has had to be taken to feed a large numl_)c'r of people. Besides
fulfilling the commitments and discharging the additional burdens the Pra-
curement Department of Assam had'to_fulﬁl to a certain extent their
ment with the Government of India by exporting
first part of the current year. Last year the tota_i procurement made by the
Government was only 1,46,000 tons, and this year the procurement f
has caused very mucl} difference in these 11 months than the §
ment of last year., With this one lakh and forty-six thousand tons of procurement
last year we could run the year out almost smonl‘:hly. _But this year in spite of the
terrible communal riots and consequent destruction of a large amount of food-

stuffs, less production of food in the aflected and other areas due to drought
and political and communal tension  prevailing, and greater difficulty in
obtaining gunny bags and in wagon replacement, we could procure much
more than what was done in the last year. Still the fooq sitvation has become
worse in the current year than what it was Jast year. Thisis, as I have
explained, due mainly to unexpected anflux  of refugees sand e;u‘thq‘uakc and
floods and partly to hoarding propensitics of the people encouraged by panicky
rumours and false propaganda.
The Assam Branch of the Indian Tea Association

- is complaining that the
Procurement  Department has not been able to give them the requisite

agree-
10,000 tons of rice in the

gure
gure of procure-
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supply this year and the Association is experiencing considerable difficulty.
This, Sir, I respectfully submit, is not a very correct statement. The annual
demand of the Indian Tea Association according to their figures given to us,
is slightly less than 1,20,000 tons. And whatever has been supplied to them
:; ;}1::2 Lrgs;?nrf of; tlt!li (t}tf)ivernmcnt from various sources, for this year, almost
abou at figure.
: In December last, there was a tripartite agrecement between Labour,
ndustry and the Labour Department of our Government. In the tripartite
agreement, the Tea Industry agreed -to cut half a seer of ration per adult
labourer and undertook to cause a reduction of 20,000 tons of rice per annum
But in spite of the agreement they did not obviously’ effect any reduction for
zﬁis;):s 1]10t known to us. If they had effected the reduction as agreed to by them
o pIpfy tgl;‘é;;n Erg Ut‘;%:ﬂemn sto ic;rlllge wtr?lg[dsah.avc been q1(11ite sufficient for this
) :
e e ving as agreed to byr ‘lhcm thc-fault 15
. be thrown on Government. Then again the
year for which the supply is to b i i is sti
A S e P reduct'o t}(i given is not yet out. There is still one
- g 1 1
enabled them to run on till thcozndeo?tgilioggp]?t!ml? 5 t-h - Shoulld d}'lav'e
buted. But unfortunately it could not be done d l-lt ; CStOCh{‘waS }?VCI?S; B
solely responsible. If the stock e SR e D R
Foaldh ! stock supplied to them was evenly distributed there
should have been no difficulty in s South Banl d
T R G th ome South Bank gardens even to last upto
T e 2 xt, but more was kept in th(:: North Bank gardens than
s gardgenl;l’i":l itl 1s more surprising to learn is that t}_lc Indian Tea
oo sl e Nortlrg Bank, where there was still a large stock,
e S pons w;; cash, conversion without giving us any information of the
_the representatives of th a_conference between representatives of Government and
myself and the Homile o "0Ustry on the 29th September last and both
ference during the COUI:‘se & fchlef Minister came to know of it only in that con-
Sl e e suro our discussion about supply, etc. and we were
gardens where  there Wa{msed at this news of cash conversion in those
information to Gcmarmrnents pvl\t;'nt’.' of stocks, and that without giving any
these gardens to make ;u has ita right behavi ur, Sir, on the part of
the change ? Thijs stock CC lan Important change and retain the stock after
i ?“d certainl, have beer brought elsewhere to
n other places. Thus, Sir, you will be pleased to
UrIcmgnt' Department has failed is without any
. N elieve, and T have been fortified in this beliet
with a motive behjnq It orth Bank Tgardens, that this cry is ‘rf’-lSCd
any information being given t ngs to me that it is done silently and without
CONVersion in the rest of thQS overnment to sirengthen the case for cash
of a similar nature. T}, € State. The case of Cachar District gardens is also
ment but when €Y complain of inadequacy of supply from Govern-
wanted to i aavere asked ine e
provide to them a¢ “d to keep some stock, which the Government
it_here may not be ap lalzl;fl time they went into cash conversion, lest
t;)llésr;as‘(ggzhv;l:lch Idcan imaginer btli?“%le, they refuse uzl accept our suggestion
SHoe gardens deplateq s o' ot like to disclose. Then agam
in the gardens without giyiny oo Cif Stocks on refugees they have settled
This information happeneqd %0 any information to Government whatsocver.
Minister when he haq gone on tourctome to the knowledge of our late Chief
Department got the informatjon,_ It9 tg‘,ac_har and then only the Procurement
unjust on their part to complain  of 1815 the attitude of the gardens it is simply
supply. taken _when Proposed to he Inadequacy of supply. Why was not
timely information about depletion Oigl\fen and why was not Government given
the stock to enable Government to

make timely arrangement or at |,
from that district ? €ast to stop diversion of Government stock
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Sir, from whatever angle of vision the matter is looked into, there
is no basis in the argument that Government could not give them regular
supply. This kind of argument rcpeated ad nauseam that Procurement has
failed only tends to cncourage hoarding and blackmarketing and thus complicate
the situation which is already critical. From leaflets seized from our Communist
friends, Sir, it is found that they have also made the present Procurement Depart-
ment their main target of attack. By paralysing the Procuremet Department
they expect to create acute discontent, 1t is not unknown to you, Sir, that these
Communist friends of ours always like to fish in troubled waters and they use
even the acute food situation to their advantage. I think they will also laugh
in their sleeves when, they see us running into their trap. Itis, therefore, more
becoming on our part to be cautious lest we really fall into their trap.

Sir, according to me the Tea Indutry in Assam is a national asset of great
importance. It is not unknown to us wha§ i.mportant role it playsin the general
economy of the country.  We are not oblivious to the great part this Industry
_ - I rather look to it as a
‘goosc that lays golden eggs’ and we are ready to protect and safeguard the legi-
timate and reasonable interests of this Industry. It is for this reason, Sir, that
Government have undertaken to supply at controlled rate the food rcquireJmcms
of the Tea Industry, even at the rate which is sometime double the ration rate
given to manual labourers employed in other parts of the country and without
taking into account also the large quantity of foodgr_ains produced in the gardens
by the garden labourers themselves. Under such circumstances, will it be unrea-
sonable on the part of Government to expect the same reciprocal treatment and
co-operation from the Tea Industry ? I pause for an answer ... (Mr. C. W.
Morley—Yes, Sir).

Sir, by making a little diversion _I have not been able as vet to inform the
House of the drastic steps that are being taken by the Government to fight hLoar-
ding and relieve the distress of the people arising out of high prices. Before giving
an account of the steps taken or contemplat?d to be taken by this Government
against hoarding and profiteering, I should like to state another thing  Govern-
ment, Sir, are expecting some rise in prices of foodstuffs in these lean months
and to fight this evil of rise in prices, Government had contemplatea opening of
fair price shops in P_‘aCCS where necessary and had built up reserve stock for the
purpose. But unfortunately for us, the refugee camps and other additional
burden had eaten up most of our reserve stopk\and we could not start the con-
templated drive against the shooting up of pric

es by opening fair price shops.

Suggestion has been given from various quarters to rejax certain restrictions
in movement of paddy and rice inside the State and thus to relieve the situation.
This suggestion has been accepted in some places as far as possible and the result
seems encouraging, Further, a very large quantity of corrugated iron sheets has
been obtained fro_m the Government of. India to help in Procurement and even
here, the quantity of 25 maung:ls of rice against one bundle of corrugated iron
sheets has been reduced to 1_5 with a view to induce the cultivators to part with
their stock to relieve the distress. We have heen addressing };ublicpmeetings
requesting the people to come forward to the rescue of those in distress, We have
also issued leaflets requesting the people to Co-operate with the Government in
their drive to fight hoarding.

I will now give some of the measures that are contemplated to be taken by
Government. To fight this evil of hoarding ang blackmarketing Government
have, after fu].l consu:lera_t:on of the matter in all its aspects, been compelled to
take the drastic steps which 1 am enumerating.— (1) forceful punitive seizures of

addy from hoarders at the source in almogt all s

i : urplus areas of the State with
the help of the police and armed forces and these operations are now in progress
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in full force except in the district of Lakhimpur. The result of these operations
now being carried on seems to be encouraging. About 30 thousand maunds of
paddy and rice arc reported to have been already seized during these days and
these operations will be carried on s0 long the prices do not come down to a rea-
sonable level.  Already on account of these operations the price of rice and pad-
dy seems to be on downward trend in most districts and the flow to the markct‘? has
considerably increased. With » view to make further improvement of the situa-
tion, it has also been directed that the paddy so seized must be sold to the needy
people of the locality at controlleq rates according to prescribed scale and only
alter satisfying the local need, the surplus quantity can be allowed to go outside: to
othgr places. Tt is reported that our officers have been following this operation
in right earnest and the rea‘tion of the public to this forceful seizure appears to
be rather ghsoUtafing L emayiaddl hére that as a result of these operations there
has alﬁo been volunia.ry surrender of considerable stocks, which othcrwise_ would
have been hoarded in sever] places. (2) Drastic measures like prosecation and
detention without trial, Where necessary, have been ordered to he taken by District
authorities against hotorious hoarderg and profiteers. (3) To ensure fair and
Honest work onthe part of ou. officers and to check corruption and smuggling of
foodstuff, an Enforcement py TR e =P orruption

3 e Sk ranch js being created and it is hoped that ¢ 12
may decrease with the Creation of (lyys Fonf : Heretofore, the
Dgpartment had hesn runnine «at 18 Enforcement Branch.  (4) AGTE e
District and it i e t}?;u;dchcndcnt of the Dcp_uty Co:mmssmtncil; e
this. It has, therefore, e : Ome of the slackness in procuremen o

deputy Cominissione, 54 m;ke een placed under the direction and contr S8
better procurement g H.TDO]‘C useful and effective and (5) o AN
tions, a Road GOtlstrucﬁiO i: areas where there are no means of commul ‘5
lakhs has been o tTogramme has been undertaken and a sum of Rs 1

sanctioned fy,. g ; .
And to ensure better anq inoér;];::(gul Pose out of the income of this Department.

- . z 3 S ment

acton 1s being taken ta Storage of paddy procured by this Department,
~ C ~ . 5 y % a

a cost of 9 lakhg of l”upr:gsnmil)lLt big godowns in different parts of the State at

ment 1o strengthen (ha P
given effect tg in a very g
Sir, as already Stated, the
curement Scheme apq - Sovernm

'9Posals are also under examination of the Govern-
“Ur¢ment Department. It is hoped that it will be

. ; L
xf T ¢nt of India has wished that our Pro
Scheme and P”-"grai'ﬂme oblgi‘al.“m‘: € brought in line with the Procurement
examming the Guestion Vers a\n].n_g N other parts of the Union, Govcmmm}t 18

o carclully 1o fo]loy a new policy to be brought into

operation with the
year and itis hoped that the new

policy so adopted Wilfgc gli)nn.“‘.‘{t)f the kharif
posmb}e Cousistent with localll{e with the Government of India policy as far as

Sir, alot of Complaintg e mstanices,
ment Department angd };'Ie “Ig made against the offi ers of the Procure-
deny that there ¥ hon, Frienc

may be some 1 » Mr. Talukdar also refers to it. I do not
but T do not he] it 'uﬁfﬁbgd Otlicers as there are black sheep in every fold,
this Department j¢ ;g probah] cdto tar the whole lot with the same brush. In
allow an enquiry Y Do

€Ven on anpg hon. Members that Government
are to be dealt with lymous complaints, but the Government officers

nde %
found to be true ng act%f); Sortain preseribeq rules and if on enquiry nothing is
will be appreciateq 1, m]bvgh(])?luc' I hope this difficulty of the Government
process of law and as suep W'C" e O S T established by due
without due process of lay, m?."m Punish an officer merely on suspicion and
beople. . Sir., 1 thirik Fanaa J(}‘lis:ve this ¢lementary fact will be realised by the
i3 the blackest of all crimes ; tsooat(::dsmm and thereby trading on human misery
simple and such {lTlli_-SE)Ci;ll h("haviourn ?Sn]:é;i gsztrlefs? ?i otljter?f i3 a sin rl_surc an(i
very wide scale and it is, I believe, the saddest 5 Lsu?gh] = h (]m yRae %ﬂ h
idespread cvil cannot be cured S{v Part olithe v L
WIdEsp. Or checked without some radical operation.
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Public opinion and public co-operation may help Government in suppressing
this evil and the evil of corruption on the part of the Government Officers. But
do we really get them ? Is public opinion so strong ? Do not the black=
marketer and the dishonest officer get plenty of public support ? As otherwise,
how can they thrive ? Does Government get as much of public co-operation
as is warranted by circumstauces 2 Now, as I have said, Government is
determined tc be very strict, and I appeal for public co operation and public
support in the very arduous and rigorous steps taken and contemplated to be
taken by Government against hoarders and dishonest officers Sir, as I have
already stated, mere adoption of stringent measures may not help us in achieving
the end wholly. What is wanted, along with such stringent and rigorous
measures, is a co-rclated and planned drive for growing more food. If we
cannot succeed in growing more food, then I am afraid we may not achieve
the desired result fully by adoption of stringent measures only.

Sir, a complaint is made about non-adoption of such stringent measures
carlier, and this complaint was also made by my hon. Friend, Mr. Morley,
the other day. I may at once say that it was due to practical difficulties of a
various naturc and preoccupations "ol Government which had to be surmounted
before adoption of such ruthless measures. Sir, my Friend, Mr. Talukdar, has
also raised the question of high prices of other commodities, and it will only be
better on my part.to make a short reference to them. Most of the foodstuffs
of daily use are now de-controlled. It isnot unknown to hon. Members that
only salt, sugar and wheat products are now under control. But due to shortage
of production of sugar and wheat products in our country and due to transport
bottle-neck they cannot come regularly. The supply of these products is there-
fore very irregular. There are no laches on the part of Government on this
score. Whatever is being imported or we have been able to import is being
evenly distributed at controlled prices. I may inform the hon. Members that
the supply position of sugar and wheat products has improved to a certain
extent and signs are not wanting that better and a more even supply is expected
in the next year.

Sir, the position of salt also needs an explanation. It was a fully dera-
tioned commodity, and there was control only in respect of ceiling and retail
price of this commo‘dity. Every one could bring salt into Assam from Calcutta
previously. Only in Assam the ceiling price was fixed for the retail sale of salt.
But the trade in this commodity was so long left to the normal trade channel.
The consumers were left entirely to their sweet will. The result is known to
the hon. Members of this House more than myself. This normal channel
of salt trade was all along playing a very unfair game with the people of Assam.
To remove public grievance and bring the prices of salt down, this Government
was forced to deprive the normal trade channel from dealing in this commodity
to a certain extent, and the monopoly of steamer spaceis now given to an All-
Assam co-operative concern to import salt into Assam. They have been di-
rected to bring the entire salt and distribute the same throuch co-operative
channels as far as possible (A4pplause). My hon. Friend, Mr. Talukdar, also
raised this point in his illuminating speech that the co-operative concerns should
be given as much encouragement by Government as is possible and by so doing
the prices can be brought down to a certain extent. With this end in view
we have not only given this salt distribution business to this co-operative concern
but also the distribution of sugar and wheat products wherever possilfle and
wherever available. It was expected that by this action prices would come
down, and as a matter of fact there was a decline in the salt prices when the
business was given to this co-operative concern. The normal trade chann_el
being thus restricted began to create a lot of difficulties in the way, though in
vain. Again, Sir, alter this monopoly of steamer space was given to this concern
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g b i o

there happened two important eventfs,l (é)a th:n é:\ng;"t ab;;nor; :2];; :?i;e;lglrs:zz;
v Government of India, (2 ] i
;‘(’;sciggr:ag:igasb;m;;:cd to encourage this indigenous industry. Th‘cse. two a‘ctlon:}
for a time upset the whole market and _lhe result wa]s a steep rlsf:l_hm Ig(l)ces o
salt and a partial scarcity of better quality of sa1.lt at the sour}ge. o e vern-
ment of India have now imposed control on salt, and I should li e to mentu:fn‘
here for the information of the hon. Members that it was at our mslg.nce, at
the instance of the Government of Assam, that control over prices an ‘ sqpp_ly:
at Calcutta has been reimposed by the Government of India. The credit for
the same goes to this Government for this control over salt. Tt 1s expected that
the prices of salt as a result will go down in the Bazar in a short time. o

Sir, I am  very thankful to the hon. Members for their indulgent attitude
and patient hearing. The lot of a Supply Minister is far from enviable,
especially at a critical time like this, Itis not unknou:‘n_ to the l}on. lffempcrs
that I have joined the Cabinet and assumed responsibility as Supply Minister
only about four and half months back. It is therefore quite possible that due to
my inexperience I might have made unconscious mistakes here and there. But I
can assure the House that though I may be wanting in experience I will not be
found wanting in my earnestness and sincerity in fighting the evil, and I am fully

confident the House will give all needed co operation to Government urgrudgingly
in their fight against black market .

With these few words, for the present I resume my seat.
(4 Voice—What about Cachar) ?

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA : Sir, I would like to say a few
words about the situation ip Cachar, Sir, I am simply surpriscd to hear the
he floor of the House by my hon. Friend, Mr. Dev. Sir, no
such report has come to the Government, It is surprising that a telegram sent
by so many organisations jointly to Mr. Dey (4 Voice—To all the Cachar
Members), but no COPy:Was ‘given to the Government. Neither the Hon’ble
Chief Minister nor I have got any such report. This is very surprising.
; I my hon. Friend, Mr. Dev, informed me about
5 .In Cachar and he also read out the contents of the telegram.
On receipt of the informati I at once contacted the Supply Secretary and
C an enquiry and take carly steps. I also asked him to divert
a portion of'the stock from Assam Valley to Cachar in order to relieve the distress,
Sir, it seems that a SUrprising phenomenon has developed in Cachar and T do
not know for what. ¢ just got information from the Subdivisional Officer,
Hailakandi, that the situation there has considerably improved after the measures
thatill referréd to in my speech were taken. Not only that, Sir, from Karimgani
also I have got information that the situation there is not bad. What the people
wﬁm 1saxien1c(31va1 of certain restrictions on internal movements in the subdivision,
}:arr?:io ;fti:n?i I:ﬁisei;:;ﬁfﬁ tOtha_t effect. Sir,‘ when my hon.dFu:cnd » Mr. Dev,
with him about the gt .Y Session T met him on the first day and discussed
(he rice positionialiss] huatmn I Cachar. I enquired ofhim asto what was
improving there, Tll‘l(;taiv :lsntihhe gave me to understand that the situation was
or 6 days, I cannot Nnd de 1nf‘ormauo}1 he gave me. But, in course of 5
However, I shall ask th Su. “1 how the situation h_as deteriorated so lp.u.ch’,
found that the situation hag dl;igef'sﬁcrctany to enquire into the matter and jf it is
have to be diverted from A V:ﬁ”:ted to such an extent, some rice stocks will
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN. My, Speaker, Sir, I am not a lit(le surprised
to hear the statement just made by the Honble Minister, Supply with regard. to
the food situation 1n C.aCha’”- It is Very astonishing that the authoritjes of the
Cachar District did not inform the Government of the acute food position thas
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has been prevailing in Cachar District for sometime past. When I left for
Shillong to attend the Assembly Session rice was sellmg at Cachar between
Rs 30 to Rs:35 and in some places between Rs.35 to Rs.40. In Karimganj where
there is partial rationing the ration per adult per week has been reduced from
2 seers 10 chataks to only 12 chataks a week.

Before I left, I consulted the Subdivisional Officer, Karimganj about this
and he informed me that the stock at his disposal would be sufficient for thiee
weeks and that the situation is already acute, I do not think, Sir, there is anything
surprising that the price has risen from Rs.40 to Rs.45 in Gachar. 1f we analyse
the situation I hope it will be evident that there is ample justification for this
acute food siituation. Firstly Sir, Cachar has been known as a surplus district,
but I doubt whether reconstituted Cachar with part of Karimganj added to
it is really a surplus district. Secondly, Sir, Cachar had to feed more that
1 lakh of refugees for over six months. Thirdly, Sir, the communal disturbance,
was also responsible for this deteriorating rice position as at that time over
3 lakhs maunds of paddy were destroyed in the Cachar district. Besides that
during that disturbance many of the Muslim refugees removed their stock of

rice and paddy to Pakistan when they left their homes in the Indian Union.

Then, Sir, there is no big stockists or dealers in Cachar who may be aecused
of hoarding or profitecring in rice. There is also no scope for smuggling as
price of rice in Pakistan is cheaper. Under the circumstances, I do not think,
Sir, there is anything unusual in the present acute food situation in Cachar. ‘

I had a talk with the Deputy Commissioner about 15 days before I left for
Shillong. He also told me that the food situation is worrying thein and it might
develop in an acute form, There is little scope for procurement within the
district as rice could only be available with small cultivators and no big stock
of rice or paddy is available there. So he agreed with me that the only solution to
meet the situation at Cachar was to get rice from outside and he assured me that
he would try his utmost to do so. But I do not know whether he has informed
the Government about this. I would, however, request the Hon’ble Supply
Minister to take prompt steps to get some rice for Cachar from outside so that
the present crisis may be tided over.

Babu BIDYAPATI SINGHA : 3iqq17 7st4[fS wczwa, aif @ s=icd =317
g2 AcElCes T99 | 9iElEd AN AFIAE T NG 9t dwy A A
g f7yfs frcatga  oizits =ifig 07 29, sed TAC b Azim 99EERE Afen Ahem
Pl | @iiwd 7 Nige SHEFT =2 @ gqwly AEe Fiaaigs a2 %R
wifi FRAEFard g FAG 1 42 TN AR wrAw I A gt
sii2aite @2 vifie stz qeafg 1 @2 9E A FAiEf azem Vigl A
@fre Fear of criticism @ @36 73% ity @3t 1% fear of criticism
TiwETE sled T pg Wity At WA zA 1 @Fh 5w wify @i Afve—

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: giggwid Jzty @ 74=la 4iares i3
i@ FTEABT FFA |

Babu BIDYAPATI SINGHA: 3iaiy fizqqis w&t 2[4ea® <Cewed @i
77aCF3 constructive suggestion T3t @771 Constructive suggestion A1
constructive criticism &3 T4 TFFICIT TIF  (ATF 2[1AR J401 ey dits | 9%
qF5 f&fa, wras 7wy @iad WH '@ @, Destructive @@ constructive
uggestion 3 47 ¢l A147F7 AFA 747 destruction (d4tFe construction

S i1 Ol wtmm @4t A @, fwdt wEm shed s CiF ot fas
G TIF A 7% M 2903 AT propaganda Tl 2R — O, AEF AP0



916 : MOTION [3zp Ocr.

Fate, @A st aAtdie, F9 FT FCF 46 | FAS AT (TS Afig— <iwy A7)
TACH ACOIF AlaTT AT AFCTT Al FFT WS 9R 979 T = &
T AT fFgT oI AR 1 AAITE A A9z 1@ TmeEE fefers
AR T AfRaitg sizitee aim AfiFaam F0 9ltg 995 G2 A [{rds 9337
T TeAF FCA @AlFA TgFA T Foles | w3 w@ fOfy 4m @3z ©fF @ieliE
T @ fafs e R e @t fcey afeds afewe o 2 93 36
FEA | A AR NE FRied @R fhead 4y ARERT aam @t 493
2T SitaT M 946 o1 ST 359l taten .2 BF 9itg @9t o4 TIeET @Bl
Procurement system <its Szl Sifeq w5 fagse @ frrae1 @t ©
Procurement Jiv (realq T4 335 M A7 Izt wiFFeq 7591 3307 TS
@R 1 @ fas Mg oS (eba FE359 gsia AT EXAeoc (= I i = e (o e
Areiw sita RfS: 73w [SieadT 145 co-ordination €7 Usia 1 T3 |

S 531 A Ae=] @fwa opitacam awva AT o amE et
4% 9 [F F99 g9 [EET s slew Wil | wieled @R
Fldaican et Procurement officer ooy 71z siziffetts wies =14 | Finle
TACE, PIRICEH @ 7% A9717 O3 Affgce 9ite <izim 7715 ST @ @2 79 RIEEEN
G B 9 53105 woq 47 @7 3fam ofziz sieca Afdds i@ sime @i
AT | o REUR g @ A AR i i Ao Siees wbis 23
A [t A2 wFIST Q1 c4tF @32 izl g “5iTe e 7 9ol (1 R seize F,
T4 2[fS deu0 control w3 fifF ware 14y T 7, @37 ©fF g SR
T A% ST 97y Szl aftetn win sz 3t 2 | ST AT A
FIe IR AMTT @2 ofSa2 TSty weafs | wn TAw 499 Aol TRBT fAwh
A o =ifi etfi |

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : Q% 7q% 437 FIF crel
JTATT ? |

Babu BIDYAPATI SINGHA :
RCATZ |

— iﬁi DePuiEY Commissione! wzi4c fass 25re @wf T Sl
*?rﬂﬁ;‘cﬂ AT 5% Ruwsta sty asihy st oafs v slea @
FIA0S AN, A T8 sty tvmace Fia e famm 1 7% T 9T

g‘fgzg‘;r'_[:m \:f]% ’%?;T;T;IT%TQ G 225 (3 w@ifSom 79 Sa BT 9iF “IfEF w9
RLE) v HICIE 19917 515y Sl = Tts T o Z{tq it
STACE HFCF et T e fRuwsta gt At siea fcn qteica ;

¥ =0y (9 sta Procure-
ment 43 TS A ot | TR | 3t 7w Hoarders sfan Pro

Deputy Commissioner @7 f4F5 ¢7eal

W.ﬁ_ﬁ AT szfa SN e T e e TCACR T TH0H
qm%;;?;?icr C;a,f TN A rapeg €32 TFCEAE TR WSS A |
e 1 ST ML 2 g ieftys @2 74T HAIEIRA

ol S S R Aemifs aigizietn, ofir™ @ 39
@z S SN S O | ity ITTNT Ufemsl (rF 9ift wify @
cﬂ;i‘qﬁiﬁ;i (ﬁq.ﬁw q?;_r@caa TSI FH50 ey 7zfe =Rl Fraie |
?;C‘ ; @rji‘@‘%ﬂ i T AT 307 aFtam angm wiam 291 | @dme 9w
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74 Alfezicnr was Saiw Gty St atitics Stted 99 S aizd
JlFaleg | @Ag TNT FA'S AFTIA T T2iwT AT FACT 1 A4S TG e -
ZiFEas AFITS 1 (FIBT AN BiF ATy 495 FrEAted | 946 SfF (FIF AfFFEals
ity 92 BIFta A9 FA0e AT 712 |

AT TeTetE wozivg Sz Igeite atatg @ fAig:, Khasi and Jaintia
Hills @7 71247 @ 7197% 4%y A9icg Afegal, «2 sz zog <igts, Khasi and
Jaintia Hills @33 Lushai Hills @3 catsitearcets srettgg wd | @2 Fas-ziwas
AITITS 4I5 A FCH AW TITFT CITF de A2a A7 T A7 sitfrgta Mg @ P.W.D,
Fiwl Wity Stzire Ifee FfFm Fwites afzs atiras =tda sfHca 3= atfiss,
gt fefierm R4 99t 13fws it a8 Safe e Atss 1 e TiebT @
el waste Jand @ity @12 erElcee  refugee orm afm «iwr-ma7 S3elFT 9309
IF T IS A | T3 T @FITAITT o797 Bt <95 At o7 At TAh IS
JAfgFaata @97 435 T4 |

TR At Tzivn o sgea ey R, CL Pl L. sistwe cafeta @
figatsta fgata I 9999 @itq o7 sabotage @ <ig 3905 | @2 75w Vigil
sAfg=sta eed@atT 9=+ Humour it cagi—

It was seen in the Vigil—

¢ It is reported from New Delhi that in some parts of Sibsagar the ey
Communists are looting the rich and are distributing the bouty among the poor.
Is it not shocking ? *

a2 @ A%l zoag s FAEMeM 7slv [Relm g wtrg 95 analyse
a7l T fraey 2 ot [FE1a rgads 71 1 agui wAife 947 | Tt
black marketing @3t hoarding 5=1ts 212 F % 7rsty A=tz Atziay sawe M 2
g AtAF TAT F[ROET ASHT TF A4 G AT (red qAqife 7T T <4
Communist 1 A (FI7 2SIt 4TES | 1S4 TChd ©FF It =17 J57 Te5iwa
qeated (3 ATl @R eFed AN g3 fSfy g fAfey  AfFesas stay
Procurement godown (o9l 9 Ttad IaeeT |l @MA T 9AEd @F
Assembly ¢ 7777 ztafe @49 (4tF% @8 Procurement godown @5 w4
wiiely, 9w 437% @ 9eff 27 T T2 GRTEAT B | GET T4 4wy
A7 AACE AT IF3atz 97 7R rather confusion more confounded
FE GLACR | TAIHT 2[4l A9 AT wozmElE  ierE  Imey @ 4w Awm
rfFacdd g War level @ 3793t wa9i7 7 sitwm fis ez oo Araigd fop2
4TS At | divyiets, =97 75 3% @S sare 1 @E wasw g Atatast
@It frd 7127 ST 0,96 FATFA A 937 W FECA sled Acena ;T AW
orfigeife s} AT 1 |

Prof. NIBABAN CHANDR_A LASKAR: Mr, Speaker, Sir, the statement
made by the Hon’ble Supply Minister seems to me not quite correct, because he
made a statement before the House that the people of the Cachar district sent
telegrams to the members of Cachar and not to him or to the Hon’ble Chief
Minister.
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T G TCRIAT, AT A93atT I8 T statement freaieT ©ite ICACET
@ Fioites 47 AT A9 WFTT 71 @ AT telegram  AlfstateT <fF @ FIF
+57 A= 2 | =% 9ifi @ telegram 4231 District Bar Association ¢4t
szt Hon'ble Chief Minister, Supply Minister, Sree Satindra Mohan
Dev, M. L. A., Maulavi Makabir Ali Mazumdar, M. L. A. 943
Babu Bidyapati Singha, M. L. A7 =ity =iisf7 28aMs |

The Hon'ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA: When I reflerred to the
telegram, I meant that it was not a joint telegram. The joint telegram was not
- sent to Government.

Prof. NIBARAN CHANDRA LASKAR: wifi @ telegram #%3ifg ©ix
43 74T WM [TFF AN Gy | At q47 98 wwzives ke amEal |
T/ FezirEeldT (s BfEAN M fm a7 Figites gantatad Fagd epeE Aaw
3 eizitra Ao RTe [T T 751 G AsE sz 9siate 71 @rzg szl
gita oi=itw? AfSfHian S92 sedcaciir staiz@a |

93} @ Report sfedrarebs waw cite  «@wiz, on the strength
ot; that report <47 wimitvg swFIz wET  TCRMT AT @ FIBltTT
ey AEE TR T3 fIm Afs wlglc Atk @ AT GoNE, @
CITF I AR @ OT 477 ey 77| ordiva AT vl Btatg | CTArMSlE
Communal Disturbance «q isttes wgas = 20805 | CHIT Al F0F TS
g%fugffepg“‘i‘-‘ ﬁmﬁi AR TR 417, iF s FEF (FCALE | G At

A1 SR SCCR, SlHT emgtg qrdie A% 07 gy |
. 941 Deputy Commissioner fim szm w6ice €2 9771 G© 917 4
ol 51@*;;}@?{ T Fﬁ'tﬁ U SCTF (51 Fracen, ¢3;  Procurement Depart-
ment ‘¢ District Authority was C6%1 FTT 2 iy I T BF 1@ AT
FCEACRT | GI0IZ AfZT e bt : W i Bt
G I 35977 M zeg ElF AU AT | I
FiRled 795 Member =% 37 5 « : - he Shillong’
h 1 2ATE “come down from the »Shillong
when people are on the point of - ol
they went their relati - Bl jorthe Jueree o oo arvaion
4 a'IVES OF representative ncarby. 4r®2 ST =W

?#mﬂeigszﬁfz? rrcr?;jmn,ﬁthiiij“ FIRIG @i vy wiferae @ BiF A
Sl 2 2T (g e e
¢ATT AT BT ARV T o ng @ G BICH eslted (bl 394 ZCACR | qifzg

A M R Gl I At | 9993 FITNTT (AT
b 509 97 - i Z
IgiA 21T T IT FAT Ty 6y = LR A B O R K- ) o) & S o 4o e (4 |

T RedT Wt 'y
gﬁ;;{ :“T USIER IR SR EE T T ety Gfiwn OfFEcg AL I

Srijut BELIRAM DAS -
a8 Mr. Speaker, Sir, T want to draw the attention

of the hon. Members o :
: a : : :
i.e., the South Bank of Kagrn:-(ll;;;gb. certain areas in my  constituency,

year on account of insect P lstrict.  Due to failure of crops this
of paddy in the S()u(i'l Eﬁstller}cc, there has been acute shortage
Thanas. In the last part of iz, Palasbari, Boko and Chaygaon
Loharghat which was presided (t)l:’zrrri;mh l°f July there was a mecting at
Gopinath Bardoloi, and in that meeg, o -2l¢ lamented Chief Minister Shri
available at controlled price, but I h;\i:“;g a resolution was passed to make paddy

£ 9 been told that upply has been made
and the pecple are suffering from untolq miscries espcc?aiﬁfozft llijfi'zlrum‘ side for want
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of paddy there. Owing to the action of the Communists some granaric_s of the rich
people of that locality were losted and as such paddy is not available in that area.
In the Palasbari area there is no paddy and people are purchasing sali paddy for-
Rs.15 per maund and aus for Rs.12 per maund. Similar is the condition in the
Boko and Chaygaon areas. Very recently I had been to these areas and I have
been told that people are facing great difficulty there. I approached the Deputy
Commissioner also to make paddy available st controlled rate in Palasbari, but no
action has yet been taken. If the situation goes on Jike this there would be no end
of the sufferings of the people more especially of the Scheduled Caste people.
All the fishes in the Brahmaputra have dicd and people are not getting proper
income from fishing. The fishermen having lost this source of income are now
unable to purchase paddy at such a high price. I therefore request the Hon’ble
Minister to see that the paddy is made available to the people of the South Bank,
particularly to the Scheduled Caste people so that they can have two meals a d_aY-
I have been told that they are having only one meal a day. They are not getting
any meal at night for they cannot afford to purchase paddy at such high price.’
Again I request the Hon’ble Minister to see to this and do the needful.

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: M., Speaker, Sir, I have given
notice of a Resolution for this Session of the Assembly which has been.
admitted about the reduction of prices of foodstuff and other commodities in this
Province. As this Resolution of mine is almost identical with the Motion of my
hon. Friend Mr. Talukdar I would like to take part in this debate,

I have got my Resolution No.17 which rvns thus: “This Assembly is of
opinion that the Government of Assam do take necessary steps to reduce the
prevailing high prices of foodstuffs and other commodities immediately.”’ -

Mr. Speaker, Sir, every one in this House is aware of the fact that there is
prevailing in the market high prices of foodstuffs and other commodities. The
middle class people and the poor people are the worst sufferers. The rich people
and the capitalists are not affected by the high prices of things in the market.
The petty Government officers and mostly the clerk are finding great difficulty to
manage their expenses. Foodstuffs and other commodities ought to be
attended to immediately. The prices of food and clothing are increasing to such
an extent that it is not within the reach of the middle class and poor section of
the peoplr to manage their expenses. The price is now more than double the
price than what was before. At the same time the rent of houses in the towns
has increased considerably higher than before. Sir, the poor illiterate people

do not realise the state of things in the present-da

y world—I mean the crisis of
foodstuff and other things. These people are like our children and it is our duty
to sce that our children are given

proper food and clothing. The Government
has also to realise this that these people are their children and that they must be
provided with food and clothing which is most important. I hope the Government
will pay more attention to the supply of foodstufls and cloth than they are doing

in providing money for other projects. These People have only hoped that the

Government would give them all the comforts and facilitjes of their livelihood.
Sir, the Government has invited from the Members constructive

suggestions and not destructive suggestions, Therefore 1 suggest a few of
them. I suggest: that the Supply Department oflicers should regularly
inspect and detect all those hoar(_lers and  profiteers who are  instrumental
for these sufferings  that are going on. This is  the duty of the Supply
Department. I do notsay that the Procurement Dcpartment and the Supply
Department sheuld be given up. But they should be more alert and should give

more attention to the supply of proper foodstuffs and other commodities
to the people of Assam at reasonable prices,
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Another suggestion which I offeris that as a mecasure of Grow-More-Food
Campaign Governmeant should throw open some portions of forest reserve land
and professional grazing land for cultivation by landless ex-tea garden
labourers as well as some indigenous people of Assam including the
Scheduled castes people who are workers and not parasites. Government
should provide land  for cultivation by these landless  people
who want to cultivate, but they are not supplied with any land.
Government should provide land for these landless people and if they are supplied
with land the Government will reap the benefit in the shape of more revenue and
so such a step must be welcomed by the Government. Besides, that those people
after getting land will not only grow more food for themselves but they will
be able to feed those who are now starving. Thercfore it is the duty of the

Gov.ernment to throw open more land to the landless people who want to
cultivate to grow more food for us.

With these few words, Sir, T wholcheartedly support the Motion which
has been moved by my hon. Friend, Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdar.

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI :

x ~ AT q4F - SlediA, @A
BRI gts??i?xfi‘ s <fcatsm wife 4fqry ST 93 TArmFAard AvE = |
gifg coltthe 9IS 7 799318 @

; e 12 aE cordes wie 7 e s
iy 20 735 e o @tn ot wiw s Teste w81 fafs oft T
Fdl AL AR @ 6 A AR leRine Ak statement place Ffitg
Sl oA IR @ A s gtaes (| T 7 ol ol O o | o A
Tetd AR Aty (9759 A1 @2 ez fer o0 1—fes @ Al dicw Ak
usty Afetatd sewets wifi @5 st gitn = 7ty Foa wiF @ty

afewols A s 1ol o2 s, 78t wtefaa statement (51 fre TR
Bt t3tm) |

MG T ADBT B Rebla erdrs wmzg W@t @R | 93 wHiq 9Bl
Procurement sit# =iy =t Supply etat Sl FoE e
ey w8 % Procurements fiwrg 72 siavs sicn Wi oF Guca 9=7 T |
Procurement oIt f Mfex wriw 417 aicd 1 hoard a1 4l seize 7 il
12 a_m GIE] ’Ilﬁ’j"ﬁ?ﬂ AT oot A, AFCAT 48T AT, et Mfs 3
wtfil 3 1%7% 91T Procurement fisteat facy) i /0w <1ch @2 Tifeq T
SR G 2 R i R qmer o3 gty (ECA BlAt o
WF‘FZ'E"@??E,E;““ IS 212 3/ 71y fate wdim, A AR @ioiche gae
:?;] e ﬂrﬁ_:?ﬁ[?afq SR Sfatez SR seize =fa Procure sta 1 g3
e g gaiw oAt gfefze ISl Blaclj marke} 4
L 9;” ’T_lﬂm‘iﬁf?.'f RIGEK| economic system Iﬁsiﬁ Aa T g7t
atatar A FHad Blac VAl dlqte stsfea—fes aife i obane ats
poice :—CSTAT  BitATe oy market 3fya (shwElT ﬁffgﬁﬁm A1 (4
3% fAgS 1 @1 9t a | 'rrr_l?fi'caa TFA 4t w4l Gbied) SR Beg
741 17 =f37 Aifag 3 ﬁ‘ 5T @t-‘f?g?ﬂ @4 T T &id CIha @B fRAStelthita
e (12061 B6F T2 afw a5 f’:‘;f@ iR FiRee e a6 <fafea 3@ t1m |
1508 BRI Ao Ry o COCRE @t [at ats A% fa At
S5 CrSTh St T siR A | BFW @19 2ew a7 (72 qife 97T F1T (208 (A
oas (i6q F13 e =h “Cputy Commissioner 31 93177 GfFsia 73a7
i T 2 I/ Gy fper wem | GrE et @t 2
¢Te) A9 TIZaAMA (TEFTT (Fom (g 94 file 1 ‘a4 (93 FH FI 5als
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AT Az ArEl T gEa odfow S AT Seif | weel il Az
TRcatdte &ifles cwdtETE Aw 3= sifitas 9231 fog 98719 e afEsla
1w fireq wifis 3= &1 codate oa Bive (1 cobtalts e o et
T IR @EETT T qiam collehS (A e (AT 2 BT M S 7 i (AT
TIT FElZ (DSAIFT FEq |

f*e @I wfFsta g9 FlAg 2 (obans fifveis Sedim  agaa
IS FICA M7 TERCTS AT ~AzEF oF (7w @ paFicA TN 4 waR
ATITA TFRCA A SET FALF 2 Gl FweF peFT (SSEITEE @fb A9
CIOT 391 (it oAl A1 cobtattE S ot sbits fe e FRE A5
T R @ AT w7 Ao Grow-More-Foods 41 w@4 7tF  ciidi-
faen 1 =7 arztvr—Grow-More-Fo-d Tift FHitg Aracz ez | 99
Als FHTS =ta wteare Fata w9 fStare @4t A1z | @3 Grow-More-
Foods fasta #a1 fiff: 387w 4 Jze iAo —fF3 stig© «feanars az-
fetTa o2 Foim oo Aty | e wiff st wite e afe SR (=R
MIE 2 4TS | @2 ¢ w7 fifee Tqce ofg Tatr | AfEEE 2E 9 coeElE
SHfFS wdtn frews wnz | @i wiie AT G e 9@ A2 e
A | :

@12 Tttt 92 317 T UFA TIYAq fevds EAIER @i glarag 1 =7 T4l
ATFIE GrlBl Rgs fica Atz oteq olea T4 o Tiaea Tied Fes—aftd 9hie
TS | 1R @ ATy Aw SERrie SledaR [ it sife af gttt
92 SNAGTS ot 7L et ey ©fF 03 (SrdSF AR Frm —siw e
T Flat -2 fREle 0 9EE sRd e siEte Sife sia gE @i
FECA | AWCF  0F B @l 3@ Amald wfEcay |

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am grateful to my hon.
Friend, Mr. Talukdar, for giving us the Members of the House an opportunity to
discuss the economic situation in the State of Assam. The economic situation has
certainly deterioratcd to an extent which we had ne er found at any lme
here or elsewhere in the country except where famines like the Bengal famine
over-took this agricultural country. Assam bhas always been declared and con-
sidered a surplus Province or surplus State in the matter of paddy. The
staple [ood of the people of Assam is rice and we have to consider the price
of paddy and rice in talking about the economic position of the people in
Assam living in different parts of the State. Rich men do not care, but peo-
ple who have limited means have to be very careful in providing for their
families with rice. At the present moment there are many people among the
middle class who are getting just one meal a day—a situation which never
happened anywhere in  Assam except when such calamities as floods and
carthquakes pass over the country. In Jorhat when I left the place, the
price of rice was from Rs.30 to Rs.33 per maund. Jorhat subdivision being
in Sibsagar District is surplus arca in Assam in the matter of paddy and rice,
but that does not look as it Jorhat or Sibsagar district is a surplus area when the
price of rice and paddy has increased very much beyond 9 rupees and Rs. 16/4
per maund respectively fixed by the Government, When the people have to
pay double that amount it does not look as if Jorhat subdivision is a surplus
arca. Thisis certainly a very distressing situation for people who have to buy
rice especially those whose means are limited.

I would request the House to see that for the moment the condition of low
paid Government servants of this State and others who are drawing say, Ks.100
or Rs.200 per month and who had been used to a very comfortable way of
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living, now cannot meet their needs of rice with the salary thcy; arcagfl;itéltlgci
The Government knows this state of affairs and .Govcrnmcnt has e
that ; so it is unnecessary for me to dilate on the distress to bc- foun 2 wh%
the people with limited means. In the villages too there are ECQP Zes
are landless ; there are labourers wh) are feeding their families \;ntl Jlg;lolders
they produce from the land they cultivate, but even this go to the ?n Lot
and they have to buy rice for themselves. Those who are necar the town f}
find employment, but what about those who are far away from tow:qd or Ell:
away from places where they can get rice at Government controlle Bra'te’i
what is going to happen to them ? Isit thata calamity of anotter Benga
famine nature should overtake usin no distant future ? Is there no paddy_or
rice ? We do not know, but T am sure we find people having large quantity
of paddy. That paddy has to be conserved. Govcrnmcpt should prevent that
paddy from being smuggled for the purpose of profiteering. .
The economic situation has completely disrupted hi_'e and we are Falkmg
of corruption almost everywhere ; almost everyone admits that there is cor-
ruption allround. But not to be corrupted means to obey the l.aws and moral
rules of life. But when itis found that starvation was facing his family, will
question of corruption be allowed to stand in the way of supplying food to

one’s family 2  We find people in Governmet employ corrupt but without proof.
There are

_ The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : How long will the hon. Member take to
finish his speech ?

Prof. P. M. SARWAN - I

shall not take long, Sir.
(A voice—Y oy

may continue after lunch)
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER . The House stands adjourned till 1 p. M.

Adjournment

The House was  then adjourned for lunch till 1 p,

Aftey lunch
Prof. P. M. gA .
tion— corruption iﬁi\;}:ﬁn‘i tMr'. Speaker, Sir, I was speaking about corrup-
exists, and nobod . cllistration

It is an admitted fact that corruption
sy -things Y thinkg that this can be wiped out by a stroke of pen. So
foodstuffs. So long as ¢ 3‘nd & Very important factor is the high prices of
at this high level it wi)] ngtp bIC(‘S of foodstuffs and other commodities rcmain
the lower pal_d officials, So 50:; Possible ¢, check corruption, at least among
fixation of prices woud ngt’worf Sort of price-fixation is necessary ; but mere
price of paddy has beep fixeding o Dastbecni e case now. The maximum
has not worked because 3 ha;ltb Rs.9 and of rice at Rs. 17 a maund. That
should have been fy]] if thees Ween foupd that Government godewns, which
almost depleted. There is harq] °* Sufficient supply of paddy and rice, are
Government godowns under the Pﬁofuny Paddy and rice to be found in th_e
of Jorhat made hysterical appeal to g <Pt Department. When the publ};
that he could not help the people of Jorha:pil:lty g‘gg?‘?‘o“"]r OfS‘bsi%l";r 12‘?)01515:‘16-
ment Department could not geling rice hecause

v, Supply thel Tice  that i The public
of Jorhat had, therefore, either to buy from black ?r:arrkce%m;fda.ibou;efgﬁoa

maund or to go without meals. Belonging as 1 do to the middle class I had
sometimes tried to go to the Bazar to 8€t some rice. Butto my dismay I found
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"a great crowd of people wanting to buy the little quantity of rice that was
offered for sale. People like myself could not buy any rice, only those who
could jostle about and push out other people from the queuec could get rice that
was being sold in small quantities to the public. That is the distress of the people,
Sir. Now, Government have been trying to grow more food. If more food
could have been grown by now the hoarders, black-marketers and profiteers
would not have had this chance of their life in putting the poor public to such
distress. The Grow-More-Food Campaign has not succeeded, something has been
wrong or wanting somewhere. if there was surplus paddy in the State
of Assam then with or without Grow-More-Food Campaign we would not have
had to pay such high prices. If paddy was then hoarded it would have been
impossible for the hoarders to put us in such a difficult position. A remedy
has to Dbe found. The Government have stated what measures
they have adopted and the plans they have drawn up to tide over the
present distressing situation. In a State where there is one party rule
centralisation is effective, but in a democratic State centralisation cannot
be worked. What is wanted is decentralisation. This must be pursued in
every phase of Government activity., From time to time we shall have this
difficulty in a poor State like India. We have continued to proceed with the
centralisation of economy— centralisation plan that was pursued by the British.
We have failed therefore to bring any benefit, and we shall always fail because
we are now 2 democratic State. The sooner we are able to decentralise the
Government activities the better for us, for this State and for the people.
What is wanted now is for Government to try their best to associate more
and more of the peopie with the activity of the Government in regard to all
things, that is anti-corruption work, anti-hoarding  work and the anti-
black marketing work, and in the work of distribution, in the plans for grow-
ing more food. In a democratic State people and the Government are one,
if we claim to be a democratic country, if our State is said to be democratic,
it is quite possible that profiteers will not play the game. It is possible that
corrupted people will think that the old Government is best. There might be
disruptors, but I think if the Government is sincere, sincere to better the condition
of the people in the State of Assam, what 1s wanted is the decentralisation of
the Government activitics, so that Government and the people will work
together. At present there is so much centralisation that everything has to
be done from the top and nothing to be done at the bottom. Government is
expected to do everything and the people are expected to do nothing. Govern-
ment admit this by their formation of Panchayat; Government admit this by
continuing to make the co-operative movement a success. Somchow or other
co-operation from the people will have to be obtained by the Government so as
to stop the country from drifting towards chaos and abyss. A very dangerous
situation stares the country in the face A worse situation we are experiencing
just now than that before the Bengal famine. Government will not alone be able
to tackle it. People will have to be brought to associate with the Government
affairs and we hope that will be done very soon, otherwise we do not know
what calamity will overtake the State of Assam, it will be a calamity worse than
Bengal famine. So 1 have just wanted to make out that Government in view
of the fact that they have accepted the policy of decentralisation in their laying
stress to co-operative movement, to Panchayat, will show by their whole heart by
gradually associating the people to all activities of the Government.

~ The _Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Will Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury move
his *Motion now ? I think he need not as his Motion is substantially the same.

*Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY to move—*‘That the food situation of the State
be taken into consideration’’.
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Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : In view of the fact that a Si.milmi,
Motion has already Dbeen moved by my Friend Mr. Talpkdar, the question o
moving my Motion does not arise, They are identical Motion.

Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR : gixdty waj= TeztvE, @fEis  TaaE
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TE [Alwe Avicaten wife 4/ corars @i s 92 TACERAE W szd FfRag
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Dr. EMRAN HUS
stand that a lar mbei"uz‘s CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I under-

ge nu
of the House regarding e l_PGCChps have already been delivered on the floor
modities. Tam glad and Vcrllg[} pPrices.of foodstuff and other essential com-
in by an hon. Member of they g'ad indeed that the Motion hes been brought
fiery speech that has been arty in power. ! am very glad to hear the
S_rijut Dalbir Singh Lohar ar?:i&d-e on the floor of the House by my Friend
his temper and had he got 4 ! ]‘_t appears from his speech that he almost lost
he had done so—the officer or at[:? with him, he would have struck—and I wish
that should he require hel I((:)qlcers uilty of corruption. I can assure him
my college, viz., the J. B. Col A0 supply him with a contingent of force from
L HOSCEe Nohan e r ot lthe Bralhs of those who are
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corrupt and those for whose activities or inactivities people like him or myself
continue to suffer and suffer in the way which has been eloquently described by
certain hon. Members on the floor of the House.

Sir, it has already been reported in the papers that a large number of deaths
from starvation have occurred in certain Provinces in the country. This cast
a reflection on the Government. A quiet denial has come from high officials
and from those who hold important portfolios. But as a matter of fact, we do
not exactly know what the actual intention is. People like Jai Prakash Narain
of India have gone to the length of "charging Government with having failed
to give a satisfactory reply with regard to the distressing food situation in the
country and the starvation deaths which have been reported . I should like to.
warn the Government that they should take note of the views of the people—
especially of the views of my hon. Friend, Srijut Dalbir Singh Lohar. Govern-
ment ought to know that if they allow the present conditions to continue for
any length of time, the only thing they will have to faceis a revolution which
all the people will have to join. I am not advocating the cause of
revolutionaries in  Assam or in any other part of India, but the sto-
mach must be kept satisfied. You want service from them, you want duties
from them, you want everything from them and I think you are getting all
these from them in adequate measure. But on the other hand they are not getting
the dues that they ought to get at the hands of Government because of the
inefficiency of some Ministry or some department of the Government. Today
people have got to suffer from so many kinds of hardships and difficulties.

Explanations have been given by the Government that it is because of
black-marketing, hoarding or vagaries of Nature, of the monsoon, earthquakes,
this and that and the other that the country is being confronted by such a
situation, such an acute shortage of foodstuff. With those explanations the
country will not be satistisfied. The difficulties and hardships have already been
brought to the notice of this House. There are about 1,000 tea gardens in
_Assam with about 1 million labourers on those tea gardens. These people have
to go without food at least one day in the week. They are half-fed, under-
nourished. You can very well realise the conditions of these people. The activi-
ties of the anti-social people like the Communists who will take
advantage of the situation will induce or force these people to take the
extremne step such as revolution and so on. The Central Government has
already brought to the notice of the country that the cost of living has gone
up specially since the Korean war. Now I am glad that the Northerners—I
mean Koreans of the North—are getting set-back after set-back and are receding
from the South. I hope this will improve the situation and will bring normalecy
not only to India but to other parts of the world. In spite of this we have
been hearing a lot about self-sufficiency in food-stuff. Of late I came across a
- statement made by Shri K. M. Munshi, Central Food Minister, where he
expressed concern as to the actual time of obtaining self-sufficiency in the country
in regard to food-stuff because of the various calamities that befell the country
such as earthquake, cyclone, flood and other things. In this state of affair if the
hoarders, black-marketers and other anti-social elements are allowed to carry on
their nefarious activities, the country will have to suffer immensely.

I am sorry to mention here that certain administrators and officers holding
high positions should be deing things for which anybody would be ashamed.
Since enough has been said by my Friend on the opposite side I do not like to
harp on the same tune Suffice it to say corruptio optimi pessima—* corruption of
the best is the worst of all”. If people in high responsible position should go
corrupt, just imagine what will be the plight of the masses in the country. I
do not know what measures are taken or are proposed to be taken by Govern-

ment in order to bring these people to book,
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Till recently the Government Procurement Department used £ be gzt];:lrégs
rice by offering corrugated ivon sheets at the ratio of one bundle for 25 m
of paddy. This has now been reduced to 15 maunds.

Sir, since enough has been spoken I do not propose to take any more ?grfllg
of the House. T should like to offer one suggestion to the Goverpment- .In |d
we had here in Assam a Food Council which used to sit from time to time an
review and assess the then prevailing food situation in the country But 1.1r1forc-’l
tunately for some reason or other the council has disappeared The Central Foo
Minister, Shri K. M. Munshi, has in a statement referred to the r}f:cd of the
creation of such Councils in the States. T hope Government will take this suggestion
into consideration in view of the present acute shortage at times of secarcity (_)f
food-stuffs and set up a Food Council as soon as possible with members of this
House and others outside the House in order to meet from time to time to
assess the present food situation in  the country and devise means how
Dest  the situation can be  controlled.  Otherwise, as I have said,
you will not be able to control the Socialists and the Clommunists. §1bsagar
appears to have gone out of control, so also some parts of Dibrugarh
Subdlv_xslon. That doeg not mean that thére is no Government there and _that
i b Everyone knows that they arc creating a bad situa-
tion for you in those Places, I mean in Sibsagar and Dibrugarh. Itis because
O s scacieyof food-stufy and various commodities essential for decent living
lmour country that gych a situation } i
ST s b on has arisen.
2 NOW what

et repl by the Hon’ble Shri Motiram
%%r;{ ist}::hS“IPPIY Min}ster to tylamy h}\;aé?ogn r?l%iec?by Shri Gauri Kanta Talukdar.
hear from Fhe Sam I;Ot o2 Position to discuss the same thing. I should like to
to, what i ha:PP Y Minister after other speakers have expressed their views as
BRbeor sy in regard to the distressing food situation in Assam.
Mr, '

attenticl:n O%ﬁlgfgie KHYRIEM= Mr, Speaker, Sir, I wish to draw the
the United Khasi_JO‘ferpmer}t With regard to the food situation in the border of
emow ehat ehesenso 2 B Distiiot Frony N postorn tight up to Narpub. - You
and after the Paﬁﬁ?pﬂf t}uscd Yo get rice from Sylhet before the-Part;:g]l-
they were gj s 1€ rice ; illong. Some time back

down andgjrgn 3 scer Per heag e L iiom gsiillong

ir ration was cut
p Sy were! aive Per week, but suddenly their ra ing  this
time when TS toggetnaonly 4 seer per head per week. Even during
getling some rige fro s

: i by
's they had blement their ration
; m Yy had to supy s
side. “These People, a5 Sylhet, Ut now that rice is altogether stopped from that
and betel leaves, orc. Wf_: all know, have nothing to do but to grow betel nuts
Epyh]ancsl ﬁtsfor cultivag; *Cepting 8rowing these they have no other scope or
igh. 0. 51 =

on ing is
' unless th o because a1 the land in the surrounding is rocky and
per head per week, they € People were

5 3 : is, 3 seers
gtven full ration of rice, that is,

at present persops 'y, aeould surcly die of starvation and I am afraid there are
suffering greatly ang ¢, 3 Starving These simple people in the border are now
this, and they ape now i f? 10t know hoy long they will have to suffer like
Government  to seq thatu Cring calmly apg silently. I therefore request the
have just now Mentioneq R € people be given ration of rice at the rate I
The next point 1S that t;ave them from the point of starvation.

ki is an important factor fy, ti OB b o B e Stern side of Daw=

Shillong they bring it ¢, Dawk; . People because when they get their rice from
backs to a distance of ahg, "Xk and f

out 20 ¢ fom Dawki they have to carry it on their
lligllt Or t‘n’Vo on thc "Va-y. SO Solr ﬁrll €S t() their Vi]lages-, Somet!mes Stta]}gj'?vgvl'ai_
it v : m 2 Vhen these people are given rice a awk
it uiould be a great hef_p to them ¢ bring if ¢ tth; P o egg e LS
of time, and difficulty if the road j5 g St o the village:

'om Dawki to Muktapur is completed.
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With these words, Sir, T request the Government to see that these people

who have no foodstuff produce be given a full ration of rice and to save them
from their difficulties.

Mrs. BONILY KHONGMEN : Mr. Speaker, Sir,. I am very glad that
the hon. Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdar has moved such a Motion that
it has got the whole-hearted support of everybody in this House. Many hon.
Members have already acquainted us with the food situation all over the State
of Assam. I should also like to acquaint the hon. Members with the .acute
shortage of food in the border areas. People living in the border of Pakistan,
as we have heard, used to get their supply of rice previously, before Partition,
from Sylhet. These people, as we have heard from the hon. Member, Mr.
Khyriem, do not grow rice, and I do notsee the chance of doing so even Now,
their areas being very rocky and steepy and not being suitable for cultivation. The
hon. Members may ask how these people managed to live soon after the Partition
of the country. The answer is that these people used to get a small quantity of
rice from outside the border and many of them had to depend on black market.
It is really difficult to think how, when we from Government side are always
crying for shortage of food everywhere, those people in the border areas can obtain
a big amount of rice provided they can pay a very high price amounting to Rs.35
to 40 per maund. On the other hand these people could not also sell their crops
as was mentioned in a statement made by one of the hon. Members that
1/60th of the oranges produced by them could be sold. These people
always depended on their cultivation of oranges for their food and when they could
not sell their oranges they had to exchange a large amount of oranges for a little
food and sometimes they had to sell their household and utensils for the purpose.
Such is the situation in those areas. Many women have to part with their
ornaments and even had to sell their wedding rings in order to buy food for
their hungry children. Such is the situation. They cared more for inde-
pendence and only their self-respect had prevented them from coming here and
be a burden to us all. I admire those people for their patience and bravery.
As long as they could bear the burden they would not come to trouble us.

There are no hospitals in those areas, no dispensaries and
no medical aid available. There are no schools. So, some of the boys
and girls have to come to the town of Shillong for their studies. Though these few
boys and girls come here to get education there is none to help them, and most
of them had to abandon their studics as their parents cannot support them.

We have heard from the speech of His Excellency the Governor the other
day that even after the two Prime Ministers’ Agreement, I mean the Nehru-
Liaquat Agreement, there was no improvement in the fafs in these border areas
and those people are exposed to all sorts of difficulties and temptations. Imay,
for the information of the hon, Members state one instance. At Lakhat Bazar
there used to be a big bazar and people from all over the border areas used to
go and sell their oranges, pan leaves and other produce, and the Pakistani people
used to go and buy their produce from there. But now they refuse to do so
and they started another fai just a few yards opposite that market and were
telling the people from our side, “‘you can come over here and sell your produce

and you can get plenty of rice ; or better still, you can join Pakist d you
be well-fed and clothed™. 3 n join Pakistan and ¥

Hon. Members have already spoken about how Government were helping
the people in various parts of the country. I should like to give a few sugges-

tions before I resume my seat. The people in these border areas are hardworking
people, they are day labourers and they need not less than a seer of rice per

head per day. So far the quota of rice given to them was about 3 seers per head
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per week and that has been cut down now to 3 powas per head per week and I
understand they are going to get only about half a seer of rice per hcac% per We(.:k.
So long they were able to sustain their lives by depending on jungle fruit and wild
roots and shoots, but even these, I may inform the hon. Members, are exhausted.

So it is the duty of Government to see that these people are given immediately
adequate supply of rice.

grant that they have given in the
shape of a sum of Rs.500 for these 70 thousand souls living in these areas. And

also I am grateful to the Government of Indja for their air-lifting of oranges in
Shella. Oranges are already in the market now and I expect that there will be
good crop this year. I should like to Suggest to the Government to start some
more airstrips in these areas. I would suggest the names of places where these

airstrips can be started —for instance at Mawlong, Lakhat Bazar, Nongtalang,
Duara, Nongburnai, Satpator Doloiship, Dawki and Shella,

too late.

With these words, Sir, I résume my seat.

Srijut SANTOSH XUMAR BARUA: M;. Speaker, Sir, I thank my hon
1uating this debate on the floor of this House as it gives

fﬂni:t?irétopgwgm_lty of speaking a few words with regard to food situation in our
Bilaiare e oA OUE SHes sl o e ot Bt Colange,
terrible. The se:‘rioua{ll Battuof GO%S&igaon thana in the Dhubri subdms:pn is
selling at Rs.60 per nsllaessc?f s Suation will be evident from the fact that wtes
unbelievable, it I:i)s trueund S I Gauripur and other places. Though it is
food situation has set ina" Tlt 18 more than 2 months now that this deterioration of
for a common man b he strain of such abnormally high price is too much
tion has started ang ﬁa:vin?das o result of this, there is no wonder that starva-
many families in these uld not be the least cxaggeration to say that there are

ST Ao St areas oo half a mea] oy without a meal for days together.

Agriculi,:ural Depar?lzzn1VI1§t o the information of the Government from the
neither deficit nor Surplu; irilt as far as I know, our district taken as a whole is
In normal times, whep there pmfiuc"lon of paddy, with pockets of deficit areas.
were fed from the . o Was no conrrg] System operating, these deficit areas
rice or paddy was never Iize:]t ; ireas. through norma] trade channels and scarcity of
over the movement of food e e control was cnforced with total restriction
purposes, this scarcity hee s from one areq to the other for procurement
during this part of the year., The sith;gal fe}ature of these dcficit‘ areas cvery year
this year oYL Withedact fhappe s 5100, lowever, developed into a serious CT1s18
o owing to the communal distur-
b of it these deficit areas have [urther

. tra m
. o . . . = -
displaced Muslims. ouths of 4 large number of Hindu refugees and

It appears that Goverp
SRl e R i pE?)l;f;tinh?i‘;: un{lertakcn definite responsibi}]lies witl&
., tarad s - Matter of plying food to them an
they have entered into commitmengs which they ft‘elstﬁgl]ig:;lg tgo discharge. But

I am sure, Government have p
: : 0 less res 1ee ,

starving people of non-rationed rypa) areas ir})i)}?;lzl]]'::zertogv?)rrdsvitc?ifg htﬁ?iiyfzgg
< (0] (0]

at least at a reasonable price—I say re
. . . . 2 aSOna A X 5
relation to fact, just to keep up their hare exi;)tlffnclitcause controlled price has no
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As T have already said that though food crisis has accentuated in these areas out
of all proportion this year for various reasons this is the annual occurrence and the
reason is obvious. Government procurement to be successful necessitates cordoning
of surplus areas and rigid restriction over the movement of paddy outside these
areas 'The consequences are unfortunate but inevitable. The deficit areas are left
starving, getting no benefit out of Government procurement,—the whole quantity
procured from surplus areas being diverted to meet the commitments of Govern-
ment. So, this is the unhappy situation in which these areas have been placed.
The attention of Government has been drawn to these facts more than once, but to
no avail. The trouble is that the Dhubri subdivision seems to be nobody’s baby.
However, I would ask the Government to take immediate measures to relieve the
distress of the people in the present crisis. Not only that, T would also ask
Government to take measures to stop this recurrence of food crisis in these areas
every year, either by allowing the normal trade channel to operate or arranging
supply of rice and paddy from the procurement stock to meet the deficit.

Srijut HARINARAYAN BARUA : 34917 9975 gy, S 3=+
Slegra wieNiatz Fee [A9n «ifg dffgse giapbais siagd aisipEte siRdia
(stdeT T2 qmElw frcml | A% codes wiw @b Stacd At T e
CTECh 0zte 93y WS AT T A e TizE TMe s gisd efEe
R | G I © 11 O O 1 = e a B I (4 I 1 21 B L Ml
AFcE @b TR ¥ty | wifE (viaice ©ifice @ At 4w A6 el BeifEe
tate oTECH sladeIchs frga (tNe Fiwd g WiE cFiAiE sifitg @ @ifE
Jtv7 wita 14 wfafEfs wAfiafes tzog ot J=cs 9iiq sas197 Uva ©bb 941, 3
golzs @B fawga wifag witatd a1 czeg fifFEiea 91 fAifdgci Ftad, @R
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= ? gify fr cifdem ? Wi wif¥tg @ i feEcace 9T @i os ¢
111 (<) O 1 B |1 2 A SRCI G Gi2 TR A eitn i o
saig iad [alE e 2 @i 320 ¢ F19d [afF 3@30a o821 Ffag gl
qares AGc 9IF UCE fTe Tl Sredfs Ama ACTICTCT ¥7 AlNa T (F ¢
qtiir e 9ifE foh ewsa e, R wE G2 TERhl WNe AwiR wimtw
+f3 o «iz W8N SN pIFirAe  wiEE FlR GW AT JU SlIwdy s
ST pawicas S <% @ A% | @ify wift 7 93y AgdT =mw @1f Tenis
it g e AR Tez2 foeifoge iy | AR AR Aiw fwe, wiEts
Glread @3 (A 7% s @3 wNaEfer 1 a9e 9ife defer fyam fastdmna
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Al BT @ I AR 8-z [{ElE TRz fm, sulEs
iy, Sl-T2-BoET, cafea agfa, 7~ifs, «ediqg a?a“'?fﬁ?.j‘? Ffp ==l Fesdtgiar
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AifFFiaea wft a9 =l 27 At AfFEae c@fe atfs aea @t ol siact a4l
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sAfsffera crel froa | @2 wea? ©ff¥q caigta wi9s ufs afbe @ iz, ablia
f515s STBIeT ST TS o fieg | witfe fwen @2 e fRatew rdia =9
atfsiegl, e Aigfow il wiF Regae amitwmds @ [ofFe 29 =ificg o
w@Es s Ayl RS A A @3 waEch AT @i f7-f sl 37 4

FICA Sl T A=A coTARA (1R Az [{Eies Atslptz fm gaw w0 FEaeT
T afEt Adea O9iF ofs fraktz =9

TG T2, a2 TS @b TN Brzd Faws 1% oo I Feasm w0,
FRBl (203 A AT T s fwidfs finz @ @em g4q atefa
ST AT TANF I a7 wmet wiits @, Aift WA FHCRES AT
oS SfT fracs 21 571 Bfts wiw Alzowd fimg afers we T4 86O |
TR S, SR @R FAB g7 FARa mw e A9 IRy AR
a2 AfFTrs {999 A0 Aty oS AifkmE Az Az @fe Gl A
A Hi AP 2 A iz eoe of ficas @2 AfiTre @iein e Ot
AT TS 1S9 IR 1t fFate e ctawtw o am @ T2 G
=l |

COCAS TR A AT fiimiates fich Sefza Bidls o2 BeAls (T @3
A S AT TEI AGHE Siwmeaz czrm ) cerded ARt WiE 42 @wc,
AT TR F I | Ay AFers wlad GRcH A=A W AT @Sl @,
Communism 5 f§ Theory 7% Theory 7 @9 Ftdaa Rt @F N7 T723
(It A=199 T9 3= (moral support) 4ifFs <ifta | s fowaa Flach Siacs
#fzM2 Bt 097 Alf9 @, flerisim facg) Communist STwET G AemiEs
©® FITAlRT witalE 77 | gt caiczlal e TR G2 SiCEs Ay
Alca o2 I O witmiem sfe-wutm raitzta A9z Aoz = GIZ Az
Rl @B =18 47l A eiifits 573, RemeIr ab S 512 G oty It balg
¢A ACA o2 FROR | cweates o Fipl T4 Avta IR (@ (SEATT TYF i,
== 9D, (3 At =

4 SR, A4 A GIfere |1ty e 1T AT ARICACT AT s
STalR 1 Sl 51TS @Bl T Gl Afen w0 |

I ©fe FIela Ficzlat stacd REH TFCE IitwET Fe, 9T cle
TN FRC A 27 AAIS) 63 sifea, sl w37 s, T40s =i 79 iy,
fem, 7T 2o T o 0 Az A m wfng fene  FEOAR T «d
STTETT T FFwee 9ify

fertelm wiwms  Atataed s T-qtetT Al .
e © Ttatad JiFz GIRT-AAT FAE GIEg

= r;n?:gm CUSAIN CHAUDHURY : 33 i 741 f10® Teala o
@ A& olts? Afuftes =Refn etonaT tztg A =W

(4TS M:':er,_ Louin, Engels 3w ceig foraen Frstn o 71 cotcen
Theorya i3 fefs =7 7+ AT ¢

5 3 Communist THEAT ISIFq Fia0d 97

CTTo T 91T PN (™S Rwly ziar a5 9

- pSrijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR -

Ir & <

2 1 n . — .

Tmhe b irﬂ_e fhe SPEAKER ; IS @bl w9 79w 747 7 9iuta Motion

Cﬁ;]q‘ (rfo AMT"S WA i3 wiqd o wfe ©lF @B suggestion

T | :

Is this relevant in this connection,
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Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Sir, I think the debate will have to
continue till next day as there are only 10 minutes which is not sufficient for the
Government to cover its reply.  So, I want to speak a few words.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR :

Sir, will the debate conti
. 4 é ntinue on
the next private Members’ day ? k.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes,

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Mr. S
_controversy about the food situation and about the
the Government and the Hon’ble Minister for Supply and Procurement has

perhaps adequately exp_lained the position of the Government in this regard and the
difficulties for which this problem has not been satisfactorily solved up till now.

He has amply justified his explanation by saying that the present food position was

Iieaker, Sir, there 1s much
Procurement Department of
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due to large influx of pcople {rom Pakistan, shortagck ofct;lltf;\;z;tc;on_ n‘ ';Oth‘g 33‘3‘?;'
owing to the communal riots and um:::-:pected't:al‘thquﬂ gian ¢ ; 1t] ¢ né BAC
of Assam. Of course we from the public side na-turalfy ex;})icc = 13£ overn-
ment would be supplying us rice and other food-grains at ?stc t?apd?fﬁizﬁieas‘sof?ct)l?-
veniently possible, but the people do not generally apprecia et lef_ﬁ‘ e =
Government. They generally find fault with the Govcmmcln o t;el d g ‘If-‘n
with the Government. Sir, one thing strikes me most and t 1at. is ] iu uung.dt 1€
last 3 years after independence many of our people seem t_o(;:alr).f(; e R 1‘92_‘;5
about the Government as they used to do before the independence in .
The officers also seem to think that they are siml?ly servants _of th}e Go’vcrnlmem
and that they have nothing to do with the public. It is time tf}at we ]5 10uld
change that out-look of ours and we must not find fault with the o 1i:crs alone. I
am not saying this with any motive, ill or otherwise, and shiclding t.lc servants of
the State. But, no doubt, it has been a fashion throughout the country, I repeat,
to find all the faults with the officers, At the same time I know and I_ do believe
that certain officers are not conducting their duties properly nor behaving well as
disciplined workers. The officers should know that thev are not only servants of the
State, but they are servants of the people as well and they must have t’hc sense of
responsibility as citizens of the State on whose good work the country’s peace and
prosperity depend. On our side, instead of criticising the o{ﬁcers fmd_tO speaking
agaist them, if we discuss and meet them to solve the difficulties in the best
way possible it may really go a great way in obviating our difﬁcu!txes and
solving our problems. I therefore appeal to the hon. Members of this House
as well as to the public not to find fault with the officers as often as they do now
and demoralise them generally for the fault of a few of them......

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHOUDHURY : Should we admire them then ?

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : The hon. Member could take them
into his confidence instead of criticising. I know many of the hon. Members who
do not with the obvious infention of slurring the Government criticise them all.
We cannot expect good work from Government if these officers are demoralised hy
our criticism that they are not carrying out their duties and that they are corrupt.
We ought to know as well ag they themselves that they are as good citizens as
we are and because they are paid to serve the country they should feel themselves
as scrvants for 24 hours. Though we do rot know many things about their working
yet we condemn them, but we fail to bring cases against them to the notice of
Government to take proper action if anytlhing done wrongly. You can easily
find that you can go to every officer, however humble he may be because he is
trustee of the State and of ‘the people and thus holds an honoured position. As
a trustee of the State he ought to discharge his duty and similarly we also expect

of l}im to serve the country with an idea that he is trusted citizen of the State
which entails very great responsibility,

One point more is that we are not concerned with the Marxism to which
Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury has referred. Dr. Choudhury is a professor of eco-
nomics of the Jorhat College and as such he takes interest in the theories of

Marxism, but he.re_ we are least concerned with such class room lectures far from
the practical politics of this House, On a point of......

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN C
tion, Sir. It was farthe
in the course of his g
CAVSES e

HOUDHURY: On apoint of personal explana-
st from my mind and I was not preaching Marxism, but
peech Mr. Harinarayan Barua said that the economic
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But Mr. Sarma is not giving way.
Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHOUDHURY : I am also not giving way,
(disturbance).
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Order, Order.
The House stands adjourned to 10 A. . of the clock on Thursday the 5th
October.

r

Adjournment 7

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 .y, on Thursday the 5tk October,
1950.

SHILLONG :

! R. N. BARUA,
The 1st December 1950.
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