Fifth Session of th . islati
Proceedings of the ® First Assam Legislative
T Assgmbly nssernb]_cd under the Provisions: of the Covernaaeht
of India Act, 1935

THE AssempLY met in the "\‘\'S““My.Ch““lbcr, Shillong, at 11 a. m., on
Wednesday, the Tth September 1938
Complaint for not giving answer to a

Questi the reply of which
was asked for on the lst day of th e Py

¢ sitting of the Assembly

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOCAH: o , point of information, Sir.
On the 1st of July I gave notice of SOME qQuestiong regarding local rates
paid by the planting community, ‘}”}1‘-\1“hi\mmad;m community and the
Muhammadan community on the (h"""“-\“‘ Local Boards in Assam and I
requested you in the same letter to ask Governme

. nt to supply the informa-
tion on the 1st day of the sitting of the Abscmhly_

/ I was given to under-
stand that the information would be supplied on the 5th September, but I

find that the information has not yet been Supplied.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: 1 may Inform the hon. member that
his request was duly communicated to Government, but if Government has
not yet been able to send the replies, I am hot to account tor it. Of course
I may again ask Government to supply the information.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICH?I‘-"S-ROY: I am very
the file has not been put up to me. A ter the Assembly procee
been printed, office deals with CVU')\ l'icpl}’ that has been
Government. But this particular matter has not yet be
I am very sorry for that. However I have
hon. member and T will look into that.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

sorry that
dings have
given by the
cn put up to me and
got this statement from the

STARRED QUESTIONS
(to which oral answers were given)

Travelling and halting allowances of certain Hon’ble Ministers
‘s: Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :

%79, Will Government be pleased to state——
4] Fhecmougs dmwn- by, th.ﬁ Hon’ble Ministers of the Education
and .Agrlculture 1n their second tour with the Hon’ble Chief

Minister, at I{ar“nganj

> as their travelling and halting
allowances ?
(b) The necessity of their second tour at Karimganj within a
month of the first tour »

e

(¢) Whether it was for the purpose of making Muslim League
propaganda, or for any other purpose ?

' (d) What benefit did the pyblic derive from the tour of the

Hon’ble Ministers ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUBAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

72. (a)—Rs.457-10-0 was drawn for
Visiting four subdivisions of the Sylhet
(b)—1n public interest,

-

or the entire tour lasting for ten days
district.
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(c)—As replied o in (8) the tour was for the purpose = i
into the grievances and requircments of the public 43 rogards subjce

their port-folios. The Hon'ble Minister for Agriculi
addressing public gathering,
necessity of organising
in the best interest of the community

(d)—D
is undoubtedly conducive to efficien

Maulavi MABARAK ALI:
for Agriculturs whether it was
first tour ?

The Hon’ble Maul :
there were two different tours jn two different parts of the suldivision.

Bahbu RABINDRA
second tour 2

The Hon’h

and the country.

t administration.

Mav 1 know from the Hon'ble Minister

le Ma“lavi ABDUI' MA".]N CliAUD!lURI : 'ﬂ'( AUSC
I had to visit 4 different

part of the subdivision.

Babn RABINDRA NATH ADlTYA: Flas the Hon’ble Minister toured
all throughout the subdivision ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Unfortuna-
tely it has not been possible to do s, yet.

Settlement of Excise shops in Cachar

Maulavi MUZARROF ALI LASKAR

*73. Wil Govcrnmcnt be pleased to s'ate—
(@) The total numl

asked :

er of Excise shops (ganja, opium and liquor)
In the district of Cachar ?

(5) How many of these shops have been setiled with bona Sfide
nativeg of the district this year ? . .
(¢) How many of these shops have been settled with up-country
induslhani) men ? .

(d) How many of these lessees are Muhammadans ? ja and
(e) WhO_ is)tlc Present lessee of the Silchar Excise (ganja anc
OPlum) shopg ? :

(f) For how man]; years, he has been holding these shops ? .
. S it & Bigr that the Dcputy Commissitmcr: Ciachar, wgth his
Advisory Com animously scttled the Silchar Excise shops this year

) Mmadan native of the district ?
81t a fact that the same shops were settled with a Muhamma.
dan tenderer the year before ]aq by the Deputy Commissioner and his
Advisory Committee »

+ ;
old Hindusthanj lessee t

OPs on both these occasions and allowed the same
0 continue ?

. (b) If 50, will Gov
settling the shop with the old

local Advisory Commitiee repeatedly ?
*76., Will Government be pleased to state— .

(a¢) The number of Excise sh

Province which are b
than three years ?

ernment be pleased to state the rcasons for
Hindusthanj lessee against the decision of the

' ; liquor) in the
ops (ganja, op'um and liq
eing h(gld by the same lessees for more

impressed upon the Maslems the it League
themselves under the banner of the Muslim Leagu

. 2 . g ot general public
Irect personal contact of the Ministers  with general pub

not i”’-’“‘"’i):" for him to do thes things 1in the
avi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: No, because
NATH ADITYA: What was the nceessity for the

1 #78. Are Government aware that the Transit Rules
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(6) In how many of these cases, the Excise G‘omml_ssmnc; set aside
' the orders of settlement by the Local Committees ?

: ase > é of
*77. (a) Will Government be pleased to place on the table a copy

the report submitted by the Dt‘puty Commissi-(‘!‘lt‘l;s Cachar, for settling the

Silchar excise shops this year with local tcn(lc:cTs ! ; ; =
(6) Do Government propose to c91151dc1" thc‘ -Cl'almlsl 0 sb?;mczﬁh

inhabitants particularly of Muhammadans in settling excise s op

3 district of the Province ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALY replied :

- o o, - ‘ ‘ I
- 73. (a)—Country spirit 20 (::;(c:lhfgz;c I;q;}:;;c):
‘ shops).
Ganja ?%)
1 . Opium - i
i (b)—Country spirit i
! \ Ganja >
Opium :
'f (¢)—Country spirit -
h Ganja 3
Opiuvm
—INone.
j f:'i))-——b%%];ldcl) Ram Kalwar.
- (f)—For ten years.
| 74. (a)—Yes.
ﬁ - (/);——ch.
~ r
] ")‘ (: _—;“;i old lessce has acquired a domicile and is entitled to e
‘iohts - d(’,)‘i\.-ilc«vcs of’ a domiciled resident. The ground tha‘t o gial b
ey d’llld fp - a I?)ng time by such a person is not relevant for CH'ccﬁng s
- i)l(;:‘iﬁ;;::“ir h?sl ll;anngcmcnt has bccn. satfslactor),_ ' ‘ N
K k76. (a) & (b)—The inl'o-mle}tlon. 1s not readily available and th-e e
i . and labour involved in collecting it will not also be commensurate with the
] / lesult'ﬂ. (a)—Government regret that they are unable to disclose the con.
1\7’ tents of official commumcatxons-. . | Lo
‘ (b)—Government policy is that the claims ol suitable candidates
d from all communities should l)c_r considered \}'hcn vty oy andidates
preference being given to candidates from tribal classes and scheduled castes
:E\' m areas principally occupied by these classes.
1

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Js ;¢ a fact that g
ol the people generally holds this business in a way of m
, The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI:
things in the past.

particular section
onopol ; ?

That was the state of

— —————

Transit Rules of forest Produce

4 Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked -

of forest roduce
cxtracted from private lands are unduly harsh ? P

*79. Arc Government aware that the

of origin is lengthy and expensive specially
3 = D
produce is also small :

process of obtaining a certificate
for stray cases where the value of
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*80. Are Governm-nt aware that the technical difficulties of the Transit
Rules give a handle to the forest officers for harassment and illegal exac-
tions ?
*81°(“) Arc G‘»\-‘('rnmf'nt aware that in many cases under rule 17 of the
Transit Rules, th - trying Magistrates have been compelled 1o convict the
accused on a technical breach of the rules even on the findinge that the fuel o

timber was extracted from private land ?
(b) If so, do Government propose to take steps for modifying the

Forest Transit Rules ? '

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replicd -

. 78.—Government have not received complaints regarding  the 1
since they were revised on an
1931. They have he
and propose to consi

Enquiry Committee’s recommendations 1n
ard complaints regarding the operation of the 1
der the matter fully.

19.—Government do not consider the process lengthy or expensive.
80.—As

alrcady stated, Government will consider how harassment  can
})e prcvc'“_cd- ?

81.(a)

—There may be a breach of the rules even if the produce has
been extrac

ted from private land.
(b)—Government will examine the point. ini
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA*: Did the Hon'ble Minister
receive complaints from some members on the floor of this House about
these transit rules ?
The Hon’hle Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI. VYrs.
. Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: May I know in what way
overnment propose to tackle the matter ?
. ’_I‘he Hon’ble Srij‘llt ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: We are con-
Slc}cnng the question of revision of these rules and which have given rise to
?:; (z:nOftg}{)PlcvanCCS particulzn'ly under the present law the burden of proof
We think(1 haCCu5cd and that has led in some cases to some h‘“""sm.fr.m'
to prey that the law as contained in the regulation ought to be revised
“vent abuses,
e f:lbu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Are there not ]()nplmle-s m
i PTCSCnt_fOI‘eSt law which give handle to the forest officers for harass-
ent and illegal exactions ?

he Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Every law
¢an be misuged,

commlaulaw ABDUR RAHMAN*: Arc Government going to appoint a

ittee to enquire into thes ati :

se allegations ?

the fne Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: So far as

el Is n posscssuoq of the Government go to show, therc is nO necessity

i fmqulry Committee. We are trying other steps 1o minimisc  the

usi&) ci)mPla1nts as far as possible.

- f?(:lma;;)le A&DUR RAHMAN : As the matter js very serious nlﬂyl !
vernment : - ider the

matter as early as possible ? & e

& The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Certainly,

Sri_jut KRISHNA NATH SARMAH?* ;
_productmn of certificate of origin before the fo
i case of cultivators ? Should not
regulation ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: We shall
remember the hon. member’s suggestion.

Do Government think that
rest oflicers is unnecessary
that clause be deleted from the

*(Specch not corrected).
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Ferry Steamer between Neghriting Steamer Ghat and Ahotguri

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH B.:‘\RUA :13!{0:11:_ o 4 -

*82. Are Governmentl aware ol tlu.‘. proceedings 0 :1‘ .l)ll. )-IC meeting
held in Golaghat on the 4th August 1938, dvm:*t}\dmg_ullul::‘(1 ic:)r}r steamer
between Neghriting Steamer Ghat and .-\hntgnn} or ln\] ‘tnl(. ‘lz}lu.lrsltw(_: to
direct the Steamer Navigation Company to touch the erstwhile Talshibari

i ite in 4 g za to facilitate people Sihe
Ghat or a convenient site in Ahotguri Mouza people to cross t

P
g aputra : L . ‘
l&:.al\i‘hfgﬂ Do Government propose to take action in the matter to remove

is urge .ed of the people ? o !
this t'll!i;(elﬂl_;l;:ltlb(lc I\I‘aul‘.wi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : )
i;-i?:;‘ not possible to provide a steam lerry service. A reference is

0PIy ~ any and their views are bei
& ~vieation Company are cing
being made to the Steam Navig 4

ascertained.

Waiting room at Barpeta Road Station

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS asked :

(hat the Barpeta Road station of e Eas-

Are Government awarc tha € e -
*g34. Are Go ation for the town of Barpeta, the hissn

~ PP -y - Bt 5t
tern Bengal Railway 1s lh([.;lil'l:i“-": )sn ¢
arters of the Barpeta subdivision : e T T ‘
quarters of - (2 . et awarethat thele 1S MOAESIIE plate for the hicher
*85. Are Government a | g O g o
class passenger except a portion ol the sta (d o e hudd)l, axbel by
e L e & ) 2 2 - . - ‘ ;lll ; .

the Railway vendors as ti]cnr ;;Imp house i
[ any rest ace 1

- want of any resting pk B i ‘
b Government propose to move the Eastern Bengal Rail
.y A re some resting place for the passengers of ailway

itie arrange » resting place
authorities 10 < Q

3 . - thc highc-r
classes in that Railway station !

The Hon’bla Maulavi Sa.iyicl Sir MUH\M\/IAB S\‘\DULLA

replied :
84.—Yes. .
g5.Government are prepared to accept the statemeng that (e -
. - the higher class passengers. ere i
-esting place for the higher class passeng A .
no 10586 ° The Assembly’s Representative on the <15tem} Beﬂqal. -
Tvisory Committee, is the correct person to move jp = ailwa,
Local Advisory Go e, e R :

Spread of education amongst the Scheduled caste Beople
Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS asked :

#87. (a) Are Government aware that the  Scheduleq o
most backward in education ?

(b) Ifso, do Government propose to take steps g
spread ol education by way of allowing Scheduled caga bo r the speedy
admission to the  colleges and secondary  schools of Assap, frz: i?c: girls

; Ultion
fees xgg Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased tg
the special scholarships reserved for the boys of the Schedy
been awarded to boys other than those of the Scheduled caste

People are

.State whether
°d castes haye
S this year



The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT reolicd -

87. (a)—Yes.

(b)-—-lll(: h.')pf: UfSpr:r_-(!v',.- spread of education in this as in any other

community lies in the sphere of Primary TR o
such a scheme is under the consideration of O ,,, . fed Se R S
Government are considering the trissitnn of o o mment. Simullane sty
studentships available for candidates frorm theen o o ECE T
88.—No. “ils Irom thesce castoes,
Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA .

Will it be cor S ey ey o
scheduled caste people are rmos Vill it be correct if 1 say that th

| PR . .
backward in education ?

The Hon’ble Maulav; .
. vi MUN IW i The - R
might refer to question 87 where ‘:l“A“"‘.h :%i.i\ﬂ i;\f.! : l{ hon., m .n.: t
> i wording are Gavernment aware
that the scheduled caste people are most backward  in  edu i " aRAa

> .
backward’ is not preceded by the word “the’ the
most backward., g R '
Srij . -
Beer riu:rff[[“IRAM DAS . Will Government state if any scheme has
prep: or the education of the backward class ;:rwm‘-‘- ?

The Hon’hle Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: :

Thereflore they are not

o 5 If he means  a scheme
for lnsllt_?i;cnﬂg"if)ng children, then that is now under my consideration.
'overngqr. I.RAM DAS : _ Is it under the contemplation  of the
matt f’nt to give pn:fcrd_utml treatment to the scheduled caste in the
'cIf'ho If:lduci:lttmn both primary and higher ?
¢ Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR A LI :
2 s ey AWWAR ALI:
i Srijut I?EL‘IRAM DAS: How long do
€1n considering the matter ? ‘

Yes, this is the policy of

Government propose  to

The Hon' : (TN A X
the scheme E?l'cﬁ"l:tll\l{anu:?tw. M'U;\IA\_NWAR ALT: We expect to  present
Srijut BE e, Session of the Assembly.
LIRAM DAS: g 1t for the introduction of free and  com-

puls;or)l/1 prl%lmary education ?
¢ Hon’hle i
Maulav; MUNAWWAR ALI: I am personally engaged

in preparin
it Preparing the scheme g suggested |
(Starred questions 89 54 sgested by the hon. member.
were not called apg fsl;z;ldmg in the name of Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin
v ! NCTe e . \
(St‘arrcd questions 94__g7 _V.Lch.l as the questioner was absent).
Sarma were not called —:h;r?d”‘g in the name of Srijut Debeswar
4nd answered as the questioner was absent).

Education Ministey’s «,:
er’s visit to Srimangal High En3lish School

Babu DAKSHIN
ARANJAN GupTa CHAUDHURI asked :

*DSA(G) Has the att .
published in No. 44 issuecg;lcl?,ocf Governmeny been drawn to the news
Edition regarding the pq, 12 “Anandabazqy Putrika of 7th May Mullasil
English SCh)ODI J cation  Minister's v?;it L()) Srim';g'f'll [‘Iil-;’ll
(b) Ifso, what _ . Srimang: ‘
sa.ying “Baman—kai-gu” an:lva;:::c .Och
for drill ? ) gging
*99. (a) Has the attent;
heading “Chalti Pathe> jp 1(1:)}1:&0{;9 g
Baisak 1345 B.S. ? Ssue

(b) Ifso, will Governmen

oift of the said Hon’ble Minister in
Particularly the Brahmin boys

oefr?lment breen drawn to the article,
¢ weekly paper Abhijan of 27th

it Him b pErmiteds pag E t please statec whether the statements
you should be communal even in small

ters”’ alleged to have P
matters”  a € been made by (b ) 5 . LR
ELE - g o y tite Hon’ble Education Minister
while visiting he Maulvibazar Government High English School arc tr{lgt’f[

L]

-
-
»
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»
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The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :
98. (a)—Yes.
(6)—No one was dragged out and the query about Brahmin boys
was made in order to ascertain their number.
99. (a)—Yecs.

(b)—That such statements as alleged were made is absolutely

untrue.

(Starred questions 100-104 standing in the name of Mr. Arun Kumar
Chanda were not called and answered as the questioner was absent.)

Middle School Leaving Certificates and Scholarship Examination

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked:
*105. Will Government be pleased to state why the Middle Scheol
‘Leaving Certificates and the Scholarship Examination certificates have

not been issued for the last two years in this province ? :
*106. Is it a fact that the Secretary for these examinations receives an

allowance of Rs.50 a month for controlling these examinations ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

105.—The certificates for last year have been issued and those for this

year will issue shortly. ) f Rs 75
106.—The Secretary receives an allowance o S.4o per month and

not Rs. 50 per month.
Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA :

1 ¥ T ~fore ?
issued for the last year and year before last

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI:

When were these certificates
I require notice of this

uestion, Sir. .
q Srijut PURNA CHANDRA S{\RMA: Did not Government tell us
just now that certificates have been issued.  When have they been fssuti @

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: 1 am required to refer tc-)
the files which are not here.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA :

time the year before ? .
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALX: That is what I will tell

the hon. member, if he is anxious, in the recess period.

Why were they not  issued in

Appointment of Mandzls in Nowgong for measurement of Jute area

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :

*107. Will Government be pleased to state why some Mandals h
als have

been recently appointed in the district of Nowgong and
g enga m
the area under Jute cultivation of each cultivator ? gaged to measure

*108. Are Government aware of the alar
: . . - m caused yo3
Assamese small jute cultivators ? ¢ by it among the

The Hon’ble Mzulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :

107.—For a census of the area under jute to i .

s § 3 O 1mprove i

cast at the instance of the Indian Central Jute COmmiSee the jute fore
108, —Government have no information . .
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Temporary arrangements in Government offices due to the proposal
for the abolition of the Commissioners’ Establishments

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked -

*109, W'jll Government be pleased to state

(¢) If they issued instructions to all offices to continue the tem-
porary arrangements, if any, in those offices till the question
of abolition of the Commissioners’ Establishments was finalls
decided after the grant for the same was refused by this
House ? '

(6) If <0, will Government be pleased to state if they have
arrived at any conclusion about the Commissioners’ Esta-
blishments by now ?

(¢) I not, will Government be pleased to state if the temporary

. arrangements then ordered are still to continue ?

(d) Do Government propose to order filling up of these vacancics

Permanently now ?

rep“'el;ih.e Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

109.(a)—-Yes.

(b)—This G ; . . T el
overnme Z ‘et receive C al orders {rom the
Secrctary of State. nent has not yet received fina « 1¢

(¢) & (d)—Until a decision of the Sccretary of State receive
isti a deci: » Secretary of State received,
the c;uslmg orders will remain in fr;r(:r_'.) ¢
this rnnjut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: When did Government send
atter to the Secretary of State.,
my memory Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If
last thyoy ;hsc}l;ves me aright, Government addressed the Sccretary of State
Srijui%PItJ];p?CmmI Government about june last.
rom the Ceng 1 A CHANDRA SARMA : Has any reply been received
ral Government or the Secretary of State ?

T e H ’ 5 e | .
I mentioned in gy caaidavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: As

will be proceeded wi(ihabgdilsh one Commissioncr) of this Commissxoncrship
this proposal and whetfey ast - i the amount of economy involved in
present members of the Indj Y Co{n_pcn‘sau?n shall have to be given to the
of State, this Goverp an Cuwil Service, To this query of the Sccretary
Since then we havye Some time in June or possibly in May.

Srijut PURNA ¢ 1y reply from the Secretary of State.
that some of these tempoij?}j/DRA SARMA : Are Government aware

District Officers ? acancies have already been filled up by the

The Hon’ble Maulavj Saiyid S :
may be. Siv Vivaiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It
Srijut BELIRAM DAS ; Am I to understand that the Government of
India have refused to send any fecommendation after June to the Secretary
of State regarding this matter ?
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD §AADULLA: No,
Sir. Thev cannot but send our recommendation to the Secretary of State.
’ Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CH:\UDHURI: Are Govern-
ment prepared to send a reminder inquiring ol thcl_mnlttv;: to the Secre-
ary of State through the Central Government mmmediately :
o ";'hel ;-ll(;n’lb‘lc ‘i\!aula\'i Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It

will be done, Sir, in proper time.
Waiting room at Pynursla
My BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :
Has the attention of Government been drawn to the unsatis-

he waiting room for passengers at Pynursla xyluch is a
ation for up and down traflic between Sylhet and

*110. (a) L
factory nature of the
very important crossing st
Shillong 1 () Will Government please state what steps, if any, they propase
to take to remedy this defect ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL a
replied :

i i b ~ceived by (;Ovcrn g
‘ 3 laints have been recelvea ernment.
b (Z)-—_—_'Ifﬁcul)lllgll)tcllfli]ssundcr the COllSlL{L-‘.l‘dtl(']ll .of (’Ovcrnmcnt_
Mr BEUDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May we know how long it will

take ? y P i MUHAMMAD
, Saiyid Sir SAADULLA .
The Hon’ble Maulavi r;illn}'t was received by me or the GOVC?I{;nenE

s orm: mpl
Sir, although no formal co ) iy p :
) g d some other hon. members told me about it and op ,

my hon. friend an v T logked i he place. 1 also ¢ 4
. ; ooked into the plk ) ' Consulted t}, ‘
tour o5 kL posct )Th(:)r say that the comstruct'on will  becom ¢ Public

) . -nt. ; . T

VVO.!‘é\:t]zg}éW:;IﬁL:ha” have to come into the budget. There{forc, until ::3\{:

prg_]r I cannot do anything in the matter. 1 wanted to h‘"‘}’c. it done thg

Yﬁ’ir from the annual repairs but I am told that as it is origina] Work it myst

zomc through the budget. E: Am I

Mo BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Am Ito understang that t}

Hon’blz.Chicf Minister admits that the condition is Very  much deplo ki
ra-

ble E')I‘h Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -

Sir. the shed is not on¢ of the kind desired. ¢ Yes,

3

Appointment of Mr. Lewis Addisen as a Jailox .
Myr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE asked :

%111, Will Government be pleased to stat —
(a) The minimum height prescribed lor candidateg for

ailors in Assam ? I posts of

(b) Whether it is a fact that one Mr. Lewis Addison s

who bas been appointed Jailor recently is under-L 2, Khas, :

(c) Whether the Head of the Department objected cight ?

Jation of the rule as laid down regarding ¢},

ailOI'S s =3 c helght Of

(d) Will Government be pleased to state on whog

. . . C rec =4
tion the said appointment was made ? Ommenda-
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI :«

£108 Lol @

111. (a)—>5 feet 6 inches is the ordinary height limit. This was laid

own in the advertisement. There is no rule.,
(b)—Yes. The deficiency in height
ment, '
i (¢)—Government are not prepared to disc)

mitted to them by their officers in such matters.
(d)——On that of the PU!JH(‘. Service (!

.uznuji':':if-h,
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Was j
Some other cases also in the past this w

was done
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL 7:1;\'1]\' CHAUDHUJ¥
i i - 4 ) ) (I:
Precedents for condonation.

Matllavi ABDUR RAHMAN : .\.I;:y we know whether this pat ticulai
candidate had any special qualification.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI :
use the Khasi people are generally short in height and
with requisite h(:ight and necessary qualifications cannot be available,

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHA UDHURI :
ment make an inquiry to that effect ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI :
about what, Sir ?

. Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA:
height of the Khasis ?

It was done
sometime man

beca
Did Govern-

Inqui!'\'

May we know what is the averaye

- ’Babu DJ_&KSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHA UDHURI: Doecs the
st:t?lble:)Mimswr say from his own knrm‘]r'dgc: that the Khasis are short in
re :

bz The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: It is

general knowledge, Sir.
Miss MAVIS DUNN :

. May I know if there <wag s Ehiil %
with o . May How il there was a Khasi candidate
hear) ;he requisite height and qualification who applied for the post  (hear,

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABD :
: G UL MA_ I 1 . .
Tequire notice of that anestiot: Sic. I'IN CHAUDHURI: [ shall

aulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May we k N Y~ TR
other moye qualificd candidates for (his Y we know whether there were any

H £ ost ?

Can“f’*-h:ay os?;;bleA faulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI :
b > . t 0 3

Public Service Comll?l?iz;?orxll.] et wasmade on the

Mr. BAIDY
K has el ?olf?hTH ~MOOKERJEE': Am I to understand that

. Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHUR] -

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER
s e 00 " .
the HOII ble Mlnlste[‘ Sa_YS ‘probal)ly’.JEE . Sll

recommendation of the Public Service

o : )
e Hon’ble Maulay; ABDUL, MATIN CHAUDHURI: It is (le

¢ Public Service Commis-

That 1

rccommendation  of (],

this
]’rul)ably,

» I cannot understand why

Are we to understand  that (],e

Mr, BAIDYANATH M
Minister say ‘probably’, el

the candidate who get
sion should get the

Then why does the  Hon’hle
s first norninat(?aSﬂY $ay that it is the convention that
o0 from the Public Service Commig-

was condoned by Govern-

osc the opinions sub-

1t a f.:»r‘fi.z.: Casc o1 iii

| here are

-«

"
it e

i B

A
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I believe .
that this is the position, Sir. If the hon. member puts a substantive question
\\'}.]t'lh(‘!.‘ the first nominee of the Public Service Commission got the appoint-
- shall be glad to answer. o ’ "
lm”l]!\rlh:.]llL‘\I"DYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Again, Sir, the Hon’ble Minis-
e caue Jieve’. Whv is it $0, Sir ? ) '
. \B:;b:l lﬁktl?:llNDRA NATH ADITYA: On a point of order, Sir. In
the reply it is written that the Government are not prepared to disclose the
0 ':;l'l.l.)!ll‘; sulﬁnittctl to them by their officers in such matters. May we krl?W
?II : II .t the hon. members of this House are not entitled to know the opin-
}‘.') H'(I,f!(.l ,.“-[i(-u];'”- Head of a Department with regard to any question ? :
o Thc! Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Communi-
tions from one officer of the Government to another which are of confi-
cations > .

er lai sfore the House.
‘nti: ature are never laid belore t :
dL““I;Ir.mhli:;HENDRA NATH SAIKIA :
make an INQUIry.........ooeee

(ER: Order, order. With regard to the
‘ble the SPEAKER : ()1:( ) oy .
|)nintT(l)ll‘(imiII‘:?th:1 has been raised, I think, the position of the Government

" : » He > Department and
£ . oE ith the Head of the pe

is correct. If the communications witi . i
]':‘tl(l.::)i'lttl:itnm' I()Hin-:«; are always to be (l1scloscddtlu'::11i%Itz't'lltliglgl’ :Iflguldcmclcngy
:)I‘ the administration would suﬂ‘(_?l: nnC_] tl::;tcaclol;":'cét. i = ¢
. C T So the position 1s g int of order. Si .
properly carried on. LI AHMED: On a point of order, Sir.  Is jt

RUDDIN A E o AT 1 - wi i

not l]i\:«l‘r(.lllf"i'uo{l?fhc Hon’ble Ministers to come equipped with all materials

.ntary questions, that may arise ?
- ive r supplementary qu : ‘
R tglgw’cbllcptll);; OS‘}’]LIKIICIER : Certainly. ASI far  as practicable
e ; ‘
Gov T:}lll?u,n??nmt come ready to answer all probable Supplementaly s,
T Cr. N < y

tions. . ‘TIN CHAUDHURI: It j
ABDUL MAT ) IS not
The Hon’ble L{Tﬂ;:::;lis‘: all sorts of supplementary questions before,

always posiilé;:';rig,fo answer all the possible supplementary questions that
We come preps .

are ];IZCIyFK)K;;;%DDIN ALI AHMED: Sir, a suppleﬁnentary question
.

andidate, who has been appointed by the Govern-
was put ""hc.tl,"cr ttl]:g E;lsltl-cg?:fcr’cncc by the Public Service  Commission or
ment, was given ipplementary question which can naturally arise out of the
not. This is 1::15% herefore we can legitimately press for a reply.
’i;le Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I am
answer that question if the hon. member puts a sub-

1t.

RA NATH SAIKIA: May I know whether
ke an inquiry with reference to the question r

Do Government propose to

main question
The Hon
always prepared to
stantive question on
Dr. MAHEND
ment propose Lo ma

: : n?
Miss %,‘;;";io’i»”ﬁe Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: If Miss

be pleased to put a substantive question, I shall be glad to answer.
Duntt b¢ B ABA KUMAR DUTTA : 'Was he the only Khasi candidate for
, t? "
the pTOlS)e Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : I am not
sure, Sir. .
Amount spent for the construction of the Sylhet-Shillong Road
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE asked :

#112. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The exact amount spent on the construction of the Sylhet-
Shillong road ? ¢ ;

Govern-
aised by
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(b) The source from which the moncy

was obtained ?
() Whether the local (
(d) If so, how much ? _ ) ,
(e) The rate of tolls levied on this road for vchicles ?

. P raflic anvwhere
(f) \'\,"h(:l}u'!' there is any charge for pedestnian  traflic anywhe
on this road ?

- o o T 1 I:,__-
3‘!'4}2]“("‘] {0vs construct:on

.'n.'.,'rg'”u,-r':d contributed anvilhing :

The Hon’hble Maulavi

Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
.replied :

112, (@)—Rupees 33,19,661,
(b)"'" Rs.
21.39.819
(1) Loans (not charged to Revenue) ¢
) Grant from reserve with the Government o

India in the Central Road Fund e
(3) Ordinary share of the Provincial Govern- 7 2
ment in the Central Road Fund .:';

(4) Provincial Revenues

4,04.630

33,19,661

. 9 3

ady stated in reply to Question 112 ().
member’s  attention is  drawn  to

(c) & (d)—Alre

¢)—The hon, Notifica-

tions No.29. V., dated the 20th March 1937 and No.135-C.F., dated
the 1lth August 1938, copics of which have been  placed  on the
ibrary table,
(f)—No.
i Ml'. BAIDYANATI'I MOOKERJEE; Sir, may I kn;)W whether
ereTI;:nIy:If;z};%i for pedestrian traffic anywhere on this road

i Saiyid Si SAADULLA :
The ansyer ;4 no’. - 2ulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD

r dl\plr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER_]EE: Is this rule observed on cvery

oad ? g there any other road on which the vehicles are charged and (he

cattlg:;r are not chargeq »
e

on the (3 on’ble Mau-lavi S

auhat; 2iyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes,
1~

Shillong R d. _ o

Yir. B ANATH ;?OOKERJEE: Can the Hon’ble Chiel Ministey

mention any, Other bridges ang roads ? SAADU

On the brigger-P1e Manlavi ‘Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD AIVLLA

bor‘zh vi:l?'nldges that are borne on the Public Works Dcl)artmcml S'C}cliccl])mc,
Icles stri o mi arges are levie -

rom men andaI\:ShPe €strians are charged. Similarly charges oth

ocal Boars, cles on the bridges that are under the control of the
thi r, BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Then am 1 to understand tha¢
on this rogg charges ap levied for vehicles and not for any pedestrians ?
T e HOn’ble i .

: 2ulavi  Sajyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
mel?tlonegl yesterday s Sir, that 10]y]s haglto be levied because Govemment
has given licenges ifferent parties to ply buses. In the case of Sylhet

oad it js already Mmentioned  thag for “each passenger carrying lorrieg
Rs.3,000 .has to be paid ¢ royalty, [y private cars or taxis are allowed to
run ?n th}is ziload freli: of tol] it Would be detrimental to the interests of}‘1 those

¢ople who haye t5 en licen i ) y overnment had ¢
fevy this toll on such ve s, plyime Luses: Therefore G

hicles, ply; hi arrying passengers i,
out paying royalty, Plying on lhl.s road, carrying p

101
1938.] QUESTIONS
o " - ite understand this so
TH MOOKERJEE: 1 can qm‘ s : t
p Mr- B-A'ID(‘YO:}::{::HWL So far as  private cars are ('m“limIHCd I-Io'lgl'm(l:]z;)n
f;“.[;;‘; :';:i‘\ll(,s\;-l!l(:()\;.' tli(; companies who have taken leases of the X
really -
suffer : ¢+ Yes
suﬂcfri’m Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA >
Mr.
friends ? g e ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Tt
lavi Saiyid Sir . . L 2 t
e Ho.t?,tl"ll(;iﬁfl::uﬁw subordinate officers in Cl.lfll(gl, _o‘f mtlcl,tl:lntg; Illi)ctsxgh(;
\.l\:mfl(l l)'vl \il*l 3 ( : n ‘relatives and friends and therefore Gover
distinguish betwee el ik we of Rs. 2-8. . "
it wis:? to levy a \-cry;l';.ll;l L!l;“d%(‘jlg;R}EE; If there is only one passenger
. = . 1< t av.
1 htdlr B?IL]I(D:::EII: of the car, then in that case he is not to pay
and if he is the .

H id Si SAADULLA :
T ‘ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHACINIIIII\:{::ODUS AP
Il he” I 0*‘:' iﬁel)()ﬂ'iihilil\' but it would be too

There will be this possibility,

exception in such cases.

Amount spent for Keane Bridge at Sylhet

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOXER]JEE asked :
K.

Xact 0
* | (a) Will Government be plcasCft] g;]shtgtlc?thc eXact amount spent
13. (a) V *the Keane Bridge at Sy 3 )
on the construction cl)l lht(il I\IL(?CI'}II Government contributed anything towards
Vhether the loc:
(6) W
. . ]
5 C uction ! !
Its construc If so, how Inucl} 7 n ney required was obtained 7'
(¢) ) Dy from which fund the mo ey ! C ! F
() I‘tl nOi’u:;s of toll levied on the bridge for (i) pedestrians and
« (e) The r: ars, etc. ?
” 3 es, carts, cars, )
(1) \’Ch'C]C-‘"‘(‘F“C&ﬂZ;}?;l (“:o\rcrn,rncnt propose to realise such tol] perma-
)
nently ? (¢) On what basis or calculation such tolls are being levied i
g n willc

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
e Hon
rePlleclll:3 (a)—Rupeess 4,62,747.

()—No-

__Does not arise.

) —From grant {rom the reserve

3% i (d)l Road I'und (Petrol-tax Fund). -
' entm.__Thc hon. member’s attention 15 drawn to Notification

No.9oq/r dgtcd the 21st January 1937 and also

. to the notice dated the
21st January 1937, copies of which haye been placed on the Library
table,

with the Government of India

The hon. member ig _ referred o the reply given to a
similar question No.78 asked by Maulavi Abdy] Bari Choudhury, M.L.A,, at
the Budget 1938 Session of the Assembly. -

g)—Rates of tolls on the Bridge are based on the rates of tolls
levied iously on the ferry it replaced.
MQYCEK)FD%ANATH MOOKERJEE s Is it
of double taxine ?
uhf - A0 Maulavi Saiyid §ip
am ngy prepared to give an opinion on this

not a fact that this is a case

MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : |

matter,
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Sir, as it has been admitted by
the Hon’ble Chief Minister that this bridge was constructed from the f Appointment of two Sub-Registrars at Balaganj and Dirai
fund which this Province got as its share of petrol tax paid by the peon] | .
the Province, and as again some tax is being realiscd from 1l Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE asked :
the Province, so it is clear that this is a case of double L tios -
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - “1 b Mo vas e bl . A *115. Will Government be pleased to state—

i, eI nouid not dely- 3 7 : .
ver a speech.  The Hon’ble Chijef Minister has replicd  that he is not  pre- .' (a) Whether two Sub-Registrars have been recently appointed at
: e e A 86 : Balaganj and Dirai Sub-Registry Offices ?

pared to give an opinion, so the hon
to get the answer {rom Governinent () Whether they have been appointed on the commission basis ?

meoembber must soc) B8] ficy

ti .IB he Y‘}NAT.H MOOKER’_;I;I'; ::”’ ;, ing to put another ques- . (¢) \\".[u-l]wr.ll}vsr." p‘ns-ts \.\'vr.v :‘1(!\:(-‘1‘tiscd ? T’
10n.Ths tHL Pf;;scnt (Jm,-c_-rnm.-m in favour of e & LA RTio ! (d) Whether they were filled up from the applications i
e Hon’ble Maulavi Saj; id 2. REYTET A RER by : . “ (¢) Whether the principle of communal representation in  Governe
- hy}'}?lihctical question. tiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It is 1 ment services was followed in these cases ? " e
b
e Hon’ble the BPEARER : Cortainlvit is too large a question ) — .
S : : o The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS replied :
% .
ges notified as unsafe on the Shillong-Sylhet Road 115. (a)—Y
J. (@)— 1S,
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE asked - (6)—Yes.
. ) —Yes.
*114. Will Gnv(-rr”n(,rl b (f." 3
SRR : pleased to state (d)—Yecs.
(a) If aﬁiﬁ"ﬂ“(‘l’g(::g \\"ffliff notified as unsafe on the Shillong-Sylhet (()Ju——\'cs. RJEE Witl ]
= uring the current vear ? ’ Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKE ) O ih regard to (e z ;
() If S0, what was the numl c:' ol vlnt | safe bri g 7 know fl at was the result of communal representation P Who (w)f pocd i
(6‘) For what ]('llf_;[h of 13 ) :!.. l(.f] ur ; c 1,1 1deges - l;)\; what was thec res cre appoin-
T e, ecach ol such ridges emaline e y
notified as unsafe » ¢S Temained The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Two Muhammadans
The Hon’ble Maulav: <. and one Scheduled.
seplicd,z wavi  Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA e Unemployment of candidates trained in dyeing and printi
- ng
114!. (a)-—-Y(:g ]
o han Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked -
(h)—Six. B :
(¢)—These brid Is it a fac that Assamese candidate ai :
1938 and will rema; 1dges were notified to be _— - *116. (a) Is it a fact that AAssamese cz ates trained in dyeing and
- n so til] the i % 04 GHoRIE on. the 8th May. rinting at Calcutta at the eSSt of th Assam Government are sitti
Tllg;lli ?:Y}e bplen PUE Up at a.llt)_}:- ar‘(i rcpaired in the winter. Caution / gloyedﬁlow ? € sitting unem-
e BlnilgggNhAour’ Proach of cach l)rl(lgr: rvsl:-icling S[J(:(?(I . (b) If the answer to qucstion ((Z) 18 in thC afﬁrmati\'e do GOVC!.‘II
that so many bridges (’)Ir‘lHaMOOKERJEE : May I know what is the reason t ment I)I'OD(OESC Itlo CINIP‘])(:Z 'rl)]l(:lll ’
The Hon’ble Mawu] €W road have been ‘ leclar l P T : ¢ 8y, T 2 ‘
the weight of lorri 2V1 Sajyid S; en ccclared unsafe . I d) Is it a fact that there is a proposal to ingy . :
Later 0%1 it has ll-)rézi 11),2?‘(’”1&’ Dvcgth(f:rbrl;ﬁgilAMMAD SA_AADULL4 : Bir, 1] in Industri(t‘-s) Department of the Government OfASSE:mlgduCc dyemg parties
contingency was not thz)scd to 5 tons [or thé‘ | _()]:]g“”"]_ly “xcfl s .'; '.'”‘"‘.q‘ " (e) Ifso,_ when that proposal will materialise ?
Board road was taken ught of At the tin Jl(,ll(.fll _ol 1‘.]1(:. L:(:::n-sccs. I'his : (f) Isit a fact that the posts of < Dyeine § . ,
of hill portion of the road 1, o e Public Werk. ro.s Portion of the Local : « Calico Printing Instructor > are held by forcigners p © — PeVisor ” and
Mr-. BAIDYANATHIS Quite g]] gl orks Department.  The bridges ! (g) If so, glo Government propose to consi'dcb il . -
over from the Local Board .P‘d OKER JEE - How | . & replacing them by the Assamese already trained fop the pu;;;sggslmblhti’ of
! : many miles were taken ) s !
The Hom'ble Maulay; . . 2 116 (e Two out of o teabned Ay CHAUDHURI repicd;
my hon. friend knows, ;. T21Yid Sir MUBHAM 3 ining only in April last h: | ssamese boys, who completed  their
Mr. BAIDYANA T T€ than 30 i MAD SAADULLA : As training only in April last have not got any employment as B ¢
under Local Boards ? MOOKER Ji:‘.CES (0) & (¢)—It is not possible {or Government to ag et.b _
The Hon’ble Maulqys : Arc those present bridges were men. )N sorb  all trained
ere all Local V1 Sajy; . g - (d)—No. )
Thef;uvl\;lic Worla Danrd S at thgu.}i Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : o L (¢)—Does not arise.
the chened 3 poms reé)lil:tment' 'Om?efw}len th'e road was takcq over by (f)—-Yes, by non-provincials.
nt state, reason why the cases of suitable candidates of tIOCS not arise but there is no
| sidered if and when vacancies oceur, 1€ province will not be con-
(]
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Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA :

May we know w
Dyeing Supervisor ?

vho holds the post

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: |

by a non-l’rovm(:inl, i. e., a mann ot belonging to the Province.

Appointment of the Lecturer of the Law College at Gauhati

*117. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER -
117 § standing in the p

intimates me that
question  will st

With regard 1o starred questio
h(: (10’.‘_; not Ili{f' L0 !,”[ lhv‘ f]llt'-,[inli (lb!’i.:’;,'.
and over for another day.

. ngut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : On a point of information,
ih an we not ask supplementary questions ?

The Hon’bl_e the SPEAKER : The question is not put to-day | s0
answers are not Ziven, |

v No question of putting supplementaries arisc.
Si Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : When it will be taken up,
AT

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER -

I shall fix a day. Probably to-morrow
or day after to-morrow,

Maulavi MUHAM

notice, Sir ?

MAD AMJAD ALI:

His he riven any written
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes
Recommendations of the

Khan B o
n Bahadur Mayj,y; SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked :
*118, (a) Has the

A a i =
mendation of the nd: ttention of Government been drawn to the recom-

that all Jailors Shouldll?g {iﬂls Committec 1919-20 at page 51 of the Report

razetted Officers ?

Indian Jails Committee

_

§117. Will Governmeny be pleased beaial
: state—

(@) Whether it i3
3a 9 .
‘cbhruary o 1'\/1&“—L that 2

lications for
arch Jagy s ©

a law !uclurcrship were invited in

b i A

@ V?:::ijgrc;t ¥ afact that (he candid
OMmmission  jy, Marvch Jast ?

(¢) Whether j

: i3 a fang 1 .
Public Service Coziﬁtnil:;m the recommendations were

A ; ) : submitte
1on immediately to Governie Wkiesh By ghe
(d) Whether it ;5

nt ?
/ afy ; ;
tll the middle g jﬁ?; the appointment was not made by Governmer,

ates were 1 icwe :
tes were Interviewed by the Public

t
(e) If so, will Gover

. : "OVernmen .

n considering (he - t be pleageqd to state the reasons [or this unusy

: ! ; al dela
COmmendationg of the Public Service Commis ¥

sion P

Lt 1s hie ld

ame of Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur Rahman, he

So this

b

]
y

L b 4
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(#) Will Government be pleased to state—

(i) Whether the Jailors of this province are Gazetted
Officers ?

(i) If not, why not ?
(¢) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of imple-
menting the aforesaid recommendation of the Indian Jails Committee ? \
(d) Do Government propose to notijy the transfer and pl‘omonons‘
of the Jailors in the As.am Gagzette as isdonecin the case of Inspectors of
Police, School teachers and Sub-Assistant Surgeons ?

(e) Is it a fact that the Jailors of this province are treated as
third class officers so far as payment of travelling allowance is concerned ?
{f) If so, why ? R 2
(¢) Do Government propose to raise their status to the level of
other corresponding officers in the Revenue, Police and other Departments
and place them in class 11 ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :

118. (a)— Yes.
)—No. ‘ !
(b) '(E,'))__This question was considered several times from 1926, but
N (2 ferred to follow the Bengal procedure and did not
Assam Government prelerre
grant Gazetted status.

~)—INo. .
Efl))—'l"(l)lc suggestion will be considered.
(e)—Yes.

( f)—The matter is regulated by the Subsidiary Rules under the

‘undamental Rules.
Fun (g)—-No,

Scholarships tenable at Campbell Medical School
Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked :
an Ba

; ernment be pleased to state —
*119. V\’:lllgﬁzrc are two scholarships tenable at the Campbell Medical
(a) School for the lady students of Assam ?
(b) If so, whether the Government of Assam have to pay any
contribution to Bengal for reservation of two seats there ?
Government propose to consider the desjpabil: :
() ]i):)(i)ng the contribution to Bengal irability of stop-

‘ ‘ and wmaking th =
ships available at the Dibrugarh Berry-\%\l’hil“.gSe l:zlgc(:l’ilszl
School ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied 3

- b —Yes.
119. ((‘i))f_(T)he matter is under the con

: : onsideration of Government. The
main difficulty is to prov1de suitable residen

students at Dibrugarh. red house to accommodate at
least 8 studs=nts is available Government

dccision.-

tial acc : :
If a suitable hj ommodation to the girl

could immediately come to a
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Tuberculosis Ward at Dibrugarh

i

Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked -

*120. Will Government be pleased to state
(@) Whether the Tuberculosis Ward attached to the Dibrugarh
~ Hospital is in the heart of the town ?
~ (b) Whether tuberculosis is an air-borne discase

(c) “[rh"-‘h"f there is any constant watch on the movement of the
inmates of the above ward while going out for o wall
the town ? :

(d) D”“'(.x'r)\.’c:rnmr.'m propose to consider the desirability
shtlllng the aforesaid Tuberculosis Ward outside
town ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

120.  (a)—VYes.
((i’))'_'}\;cﬁ, in.a limited sense.
SAAHBE T liwf) Pud]t;frill!;‘ are :nl]v.m.'r:(l out of lln'x"})lt.'t_l without permission,
greater than from-opth(: |(£ In.nr.l Ilur_lr lnlrzln':; exercise in 1|,'f_- open airis no
Balke - cior olin o r tu )(,rr_,ulnms cascs in other parts ‘_’* l!l«' town, who
S ¢ open airr and in any case the risk 15 a very smal|

(d)—Governm
vernment 5e - i . e
i, t at present see no rcasonto adopt such

Srijut PURN . ,
limitatigns : A CHANDRA SARMA : With regard to (4) what arc the
The Hon’h]
The question iq"—‘:}evﬂj. J .M-_ NICHOLS-ROY : 'The limitation is this :
disease in 5 ]l'miited l.ct er .tlus infection is zir-borne. It is an air-borne
with the patient Ir_sgnsc’ t.e., only when a patient is in constant close touch
SPrean iTlf(:ctior;. 0€s not mean that if he walks on the street he can
rjut PUR
mean that the disiA (-:HANDRA SARMA : Does the Hon’ble Minister
¢ 1s only contagious and not infectious ?

knowledge ab;‘utltial:ev. J-J.M. NICHOLS-ROY: I have no technical

(Here the st .
ar&z?_lsciutf"stlons Nos. 73-120 appearing in the list of ques-
of the 6th September 1938 ended).

Srijut DEVES
have come to an CHWAR SHARMA* : Sir, now that the starred questions

question No, 94 p d may I féquest your indulgence to allow my starred

The Hon’ble th ’
tions fixed for to-day, ¢ SPEAKER: There js another set of starred ques-

Mr. KEDARMA
LB
RAHMIN* I am sorry that I was a bit late, Sir,
The Hon’ble the SP%EIU;SEOH be taken up now ?
ct rule which is to the effect = ¢ During the last session I made a distin-
question 1s called out he it that if 4 _Mmember remains absent when his
king that question. Of cour not be given any further opportunity of as-

rise some other hon, membsc 't was open to the hon. member to autho-
Cr to put the questions on his behalf.

&
Speech not corrected by the memb
er;

importance.
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Srijut DEVESWAR SHARMA : Can he not be allowed to ask the

questions as a special case ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Some hon. members insisted on it three

or four times and so I gave a definite ruling on the point. What is the use
of making a rule if it is to be relaxed ?

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : This is a very important matter, Sir,

and therefore I request that I may be allowed to ask the questions as a

special case.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It is not a question of importance or un-
I have decided that such a practice should not be introduced

and I must adhere to my ruling. The hon. member must pardon me if I am

going to stick to my decision.

Representation of communities in public services

Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked :

*121. Will Government be pleased to state— ‘ ) : :
(a) If the principle of communal representation in services

recognised in the office of the District and Subdivisiona

headquarters ?
(b) If so, will Government e
(i) The particular communitics W
’ 2

tion : . o
(ii) On what basis, the pcrcex}tagcb:s fixed 7 ‘

() Whether itis on the population basis of the District o
Subd vision or on the provincial basis ?

d) Who fixes this percentage ?

#122. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The percentages for service fixed for each of the communities
in the two Subdivisions of Lakhimpur District ?

(b) The number of posts held by each of the communities in the
offices of the Deputy Commissioner, Lakhimpur, the
Executive Engineer, Upper Assam Division, the Divisional
Forest Officer, Lakhimpur, the Superintendent of Poljce
Lakhimpur, and the Civil Surgeon, Lakhimpur ? y

be plcascd to state—
hich are given representa-

The Howble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

121. (a)—Yes. _
() ({)—The hon. member is referred to Circular No. 1-A.P
: Py

dated the 2nd December 1935, a copy of which is placed on the library

table. i
(ii)—On the population basis,

(¢)—Where the recruitment is on a district system th
_ : — ; € percentage
is fixed on the t_otal population of the district and in Provincial rgcm?tmeﬁt
the percentage is on phat of the province. The subdivision is not treated as
a separate unit for this purpose.

(d)_.Govemment.

122. (a)—As explf}mf?d above, the percentages are not fixed on sub-
divisional basis. 'The district igures at present are shown in the table
attached to the Circular. Tl}e W.hole system is however now under revision

(b)—A statement 1s laid on the tablel '
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f ‘ han Bahad r of Jail Schools in the Province
] ly to starred question No.122(b) by Khan Behadur Numbe Js
Statement referred to in reply lo star d g , i
Maulani Sayidur Rahman | Sadiy
- —— ———— B Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked :
2 £ E¥- =z , *123. Will Government be pleased to state— s 5
G . . 2= =3 i ' (@) How many Jail Schools are there in tlu._J rovince :
2 & v a =3 £3 = ‘3[,) The number of students in each school : ]
B =2 = & C E : ‘¢) Who are the present teachers and }\'h:it:’nrc their age, experi-
¢ iti a ;: g = vk .5 o Hemarks ence and educational qualifications :
ommunities y— s | =1 u?s == L (d) Will Government be pleased to la_y on (ht:: table a copy of the
- 3’ z° z - 1 ' Government letter containing mstlruc;'nons for the appoint-
- © ¥ - B " - ¥ 5 :
&3 55 ¢ g = ] : " te »rs in the Jail schools :
$7 £ tE. & < & % ment of teachers in the J
£z & =0 = .o = £ g 2 = i
~ = —~ —~— o~ —
- - - - — . -
3 ' - | The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :
1. Europeans and ...

’ vl ecular schools in the jails in Assam ; byt in
Anglo-Indians. 123. (a)—There are no regular sc

: i, Tezpur, Dibrugarh Jorh
8 - s seven 1ails. viz.. Sylhet GaUha_“! 3 . o > J at,
. , cach of the seven ,l'll]_“: Uiz, tsi)dc teacher is employed to impart literary
2. Muslims 14 6 3 1 Nowgong and Silchar an ou

: ! g - -cars of age and under. .
! ) { education to prisoners of 30 i articulars is laid on tj
3. H{;ldltljs, (Assaln 16 a8 9 3 | (b, & (e)—A s:_atlcm;'n:;:;l(l:‘gg::lg.a; of Prisons’ Mt‘-mO(:‘axt]%l?llg-;
alley  (exclud- ' (d)—A copy of the Inspector- 7, to certain Superintepq
i t ing ‘ - fss 4th November 1937, o= ) Ndents of
lirrllg czlllt(:rsgorii‘iilm% ; N:?l.ss'ﬁsal"l()i?i, ;1:-]1(:11 ltl'l:i)lct 1 Government did not 1ssu¢ any separate instruc.
& : ails, i1s l: ‘ . s 3.
Sk ‘t]ioln ’rcgnrcling the appointment of these teachers
-ufl ™
4. Hindus,  Sypma | . (T REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO STARRED QUEgT
' ¢ 3 ! 1 STATEMENT REFERRE y : 10N
Valley (exclud- ) IAII\II‘;;\izg(C) BY KHAN BAHADUR MAULAVI SAYIDUR RAHMAN
178 those  falling . '
md %E;tegorics 5 i
and 6), o . s ;
5 ] Statement showing ceriain particulars ‘u'z. connection  with the Fajl Schools in the
- Scheduyleq Castes 4 ! province
o “ua “a. vew ans \
6. Domicileq Hindus | %‘ S TToes=m
Othsﬂ' than ex- o 1
coolleg)

Names of Number of  Name of the tea- Age of Educationg)

. Jjails — to students in cher attached to the and exper; qlézhﬁt?ations
1. Triba] peopl : “l\’ll:)loclh i‘s‘ jail schools the jail schools teacher teacherg attacheq tt}c:e
(S ) sc Pl
(Hills and e i i attached ) the Jail
Plains), ',

'3 b e —enas e = ‘—_—-—-—\
| A ~
8. Others . L

2% 3 & § . 28 Babu Narendra 45 years Read 4
ﬁ s MURHEE o Kumar Pur- eutereg t(i) B.A, and
*One Man; |

it _— ol kayastha, in 1913 anm: SErsicg

T'and one Nepalj. ' a €d ag
TBengalj Hindus, SRa | SSChIOHOl Master and
+N0n'd » y ! " spect
: omiciled Bengali, | Chools for 99 earszof

3 i
Sylhet ... 105 Babu Kali Pra- 26 years B. A,
sanna © Paul-

Choudhury.
ﬂj 5



200 QUESTIONS [T Ser.
Names of
jails  to Number of Name of the tea- Age of Educational qualificatione
which a students in cher attached 1o the and expenicnce of the
school s jail schools the jail schools tcacher teachess attached 1o
attached the jail
Gauhati ... 112 Srijut Tarini 43 years Read up to LA, stand-
Charan Das. 3 months ard. He scrved as a
teacher in Middle
English School for
two years and as a
clerk in the Deputy
Commissioner's
Office at  Gauhati for
18 vyears. Officiated
as a teacher for 2
months in the Gau-
hati  Jail School in
1936.
Tezpur .., 40 Srijut Suresh 36 years Matriculate {1st divi-
Ranjan Deka. sion) (1) served as
Assistant teacher
in the Bilaspur
Middle English
School for a consider-
able  period. (2)
Assistant  Master in
Tezpur Government
High School on tem-
NOWgnng porary basis.
35 A teacher was
appointed with
eflect from the
forenoon ot ‘the
13th December
1937- Hc re-
signed on the
afternoon of the
Tth May 1938,
Since then the
school has re-
mained closed,
.hew teacher
will be appoin.
ed soon,
Jorhat ... 60

Srijut Budhindra

23 years  Passed fI.Sc. Exami-
5 months nation of the Benares

Hindu University,

S IR s i

1938.]
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Names of

jails to
which

school is
at tached

QUESTIONS
Number of Name of the tea- Age of
studznts in cher attached to the
jail schools the jail schools teacher

Educational qualifications
and experience of the tea-
chers attached to the

Jjail

Dibrugarh

27 Srijut Hem Chan- 22 years
dra Bhuyan.

Fxperiences—

1. Served in the Jorbat

Government High
School as an Assistant
Teacher for about
2 months in the year
1933 (Lower Subor-
dinate).

2. (1) Served as Second

Master in the Kako-
Jjan Government Mid-
dle English School for
7  months from
August 1934 to Feb-
ruary 1935 in Middle
School Cadre ITA
(General Grade) of
the Assam Lower
School Service.

(1) Served in the above
School as  second
Master in class 111
of Assam School Ser-

vice {rom November
1935. %

(22) Served in  the
same school in the
same  capacity g
above, in class 11T of
Assam School Service
from November 1936
to January 1937,

3. Served as Assistant
Teacher in Golaghat
Government High
School for 3 months

from August to Oec-
tober 1936.

Passed the Interme-
d_.iate Arts Examina-
tion of the Calcutta
University, Served
as a teacher in the
Grahambazar Middle
English  School, Di-
brugarh, for some-
time.
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Statement referred to in reply to starred question No.123(4) by
Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur Rahman

OFFICE OF THF, INSPECTOR-GENERAL ( )F PRISONS, ASSAM
Memo. No.5865-69, dated Shillong, the 4th November 1937

. The undermentioned document is forwarded to the Superintendent,
District Jail, Silchar, Nowgong, Jorhat, Dibrugarh, Gauhati, for information
and necessary action,

*2. The temporary post should be locally advertised and the teacher
*Pas carcfully sclected in consultaton with the lo .l
other J;;?{satizc 2.3 and 4 to educational authorities. He must be a B Bt
Pung Gauhati, good reputation and loyal subject of the Brnitish
I‘Cally helih I . Raj and t_lu: (.'u.'.'r:rnmr“nl, wi‘m 15 (“{‘4‘:1‘:' Lo ) 'l’.F
C will T s CArYing out the relormative policy of the Government
age in the 31”33{1,U1rcd Lo give instructions to all ,Rrisoners. HOGEL “.".’"'-“ L
of the Jail 8 for one hn_ur daily-—classes being ar r:l"‘--ﬂ"‘_' lj’__-";", .‘l"- ‘:‘,"‘ :
aparel . AdOIr:sc‘cnt prisoners (under 21).“, be given special instruction
Yom adult prisoners for two hours daily.

* = . : . al @ . .
gress 3. The Superintendent should report how this (-clnt::mu_n.nl sche mc pro-
® and come forward with his proposal for retention of the services of

the ter . A Py
or . i bulores ths T sancti X pires the 26th  Octo-
ber 1933 ary teacher before the present sanction expires on th

#
o re;br?}zle name and date of appointment of the temporary teacher should
| €d to this office as early as possible.

T. D. MURISON,
Lé, Cals, 1L.M.S.,

Inspector-General of Prisons, Assam.
List of docllment

A Co
October le)g'agf_‘Gover“mﬁnt letter No.Pri.--431/4617—G.j., dated the 27th

forwarded

ha
ment he I?lca‘f:({‘?dur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Will Govern-
criteria 1ajq downo' state if the candidate from Dibrugarh has satisfied the
he HOn’blem the 1Ct.ter of the Inspector-General of Prisons ?
appointment b aulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : When  the
§ been made | presume that the criteria have been satisfied.

.~an Bahag L ,
and is he not o ?Ol:lnrgsx-a;lla“ SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Is not his age 29

The Hop? 4
Awate of 1l ;: ble Maulay;j ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : Iam poy

Khan B .
shows it. g aﬁ}adur Maulavy; SAYIDUR RAHMAN : The statement

. that .
Py he was a teacher In the Graham Bazar school for some

The Hon’b]le Ma i
. . ul -
candidate is the hon, mggli)gg-gﬁn?ﬁTlN CHAUDHURI: To yhy

Kkan B .
to Dibrugarh.ahad“r Maulavj SAIYDUR RAHMAN: 1 am referring
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Srijut
Hem Chandra Bhuyan, age 22 ; passed intermediate examination ; passed as

a teacher.
Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Do Government

think that he is likely to be really helpful in carrying out the reformation
policy of the Government ?

The Hon’'ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Govern-
ment have no reason to think otherwise.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Are Government aware that

some of these teachers are also employed in offices ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I am not
aware of that. g

Srijut BELIRAM DAS : Arc persons who have taken part in the
Civil disobedience movement eligible for appointment to these posts ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: This is a

qm‘SlSI:li}::: (I)SIE'IT.IIT{IAM DAS: Is this a question -ol' opinion whether per-
sons convicted of taking part in the qjyil disobedience movement are con-
sidered to be loval subjects of the British GovcrnmthﬁDHUR .

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CH I: I do not
think they are disloyal. That is my personal “c\{{?] at is tl i

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: 1t is the view of the

lover st i is matter ?

Gove % 1111 21;{11;;‘%‘121;;;:11;4 ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: I do pot

think they are disloyal. : On a point of infor i

1€} NDRA SARMA : @ pomt ol information,

Srijut PURNA Clﬁ?hc treated as Government servants and be sy,

Whether these tcac.hcx Sls\i\;n ek provident fund ? :

ject to the rules for B avi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: No, Sir.

Th.t_: HonURN A CHANDRA SARMA : What 1s  the view of the

o Srijut t lgn this matter ? We are not concerned with the personal viey

overnmen

of the Minister. ilavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: That the
The Ho_n’.blc‘i] ?ﬁ?ldvil disobedience movement who have not thrown

persons who _l]Ion}qncc to His Majesty’s Government are not disloyal.

away tl_xf;11° zi) cg E\I A CHANDRA SARMA :  About my question, Sir, whe-
Srijut chers will be treated as Government servants subject to the

ther these teac provident fund ?

rules of pensio e Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURL, Ne. Sir.

pibrugarh Government Girls® High School
Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked :

*124. Will Government be pleased to stafe what has |
proposal [referred to in reply to Mr_. Naba Kumar Dutig?sme lfef;tit(l;lg
No. 766(b) of the August-?t‘iptemger sessul))n,‘lcli??)'?], to utilise the Siteqalready
cquired for the purpose ol having a new building for the Dih -
fnent Girls’ High School ? ° Horigarh Glovern

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

124.—Government regret that in answering Mr. Naba Kumar Datta's
question No. 766(?) of the August-Septempey session, 1937, a confusion was
made between the _ZCqUITCd plot and _the rented plot. The former was
acquired for removing the school from g present site. But as funds were
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not forthcoming for the scheme and extra ¢ f":‘.'s'lt:.flf!ﬁ'.:-r?_i.wf‘ul.!f. 1yt ..,_..—
imperative and urgent owing to increased enrolment, a As
the present school was rented for the . = teml O
regards utilising the acquired site for the school, there scems no carly pr
pect of funds.
Assistant Manager of Jamira Tea Estate
Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked :
o~ - " - \ — mira let l:.',lft"
*,12:’- .(a) Is it a fact that the Assistant .\f.::z-'-"'"f ]." =l i ' Dibru-
was killed in April last while driving by the Assam Trunk Road 1o Dil
gal‘h by thc Sudden f'all ()ra l‘()(u]!iirlr- tree on ]‘;i» car ¢
(6) Will Government be pleased to state _ —
(z) Whether any enquiry was held into the accident to

tain the liability of the Public Works Departument in the
_ Imatter ? . )
(i) If 80, what was the result of the enqguiry :
1-':}e Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

125. (a)———Yes_

(b) (i) & (i1)—Yes, the Police held the usual enquiry and '_""l"‘_"l't”l
that the death of Mr. Presslie of the Jamira Tea Estate was duc to accident

i Was no suspicious or foul play. The Executive I-,!n;mc-r?:" of
theLakhlmpur ivi an enquiry within a couple of hours of

the tree which caused the accident was on
ng 41 fect away from the centre o _ the road.
hi”g to indicate the tree would cone down, and its _i;tll was
VY rain on the previous night which loosened the soil round
one can be held responsible for the accident.

. Scholarship from the Prafulla Chandra Trust Fund
oy BADYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :
i awi?_aéé)lga) Is it a fact ¢
e ke 5 r-afulla Chand

side jeora fenci

hat Srijut Hares Chandra Bl'muachafy-,./n, u.sc.:
ra Trust Fund Scholarship of Rs.25 in June

(8) If so, will 3
granted the said s&ioﬁtrsg
gical Institute, Cawnpur ?

. . L6) Are Goy
admission into the T

was
overnment be pleased to state wh{:tlh‘ilf'r !:;TIHOIO'
P for study in Fellowship Course at the Lc

ernment aware that the said scholar could not obtain

echnological Institute, Cawnpur ?

. 1% Will Goveriment. be pleassd 1o state whether he for-
feited the scholarship in consequence ? -

(i) Will Go be pleased to state—

gw vernment
a) il}ethm: Government helped him in any way in the matter
ot obtaining admissjon

(6) If not why not ? nto the Technological Institute ?

126. (i) (a)—Yes.
—Yes,
¢)—Yes
d)—N e ‘
(”)) (G)—E?z:ar::]}fc. Sf]‘inyl rate for the time being

b N ; T e cssary corres-
pondence with the Director Im1 e TrUSt.('C Condl{aed o I]fcolo Yy Cawn-
o cPerial Institute of Sugar Technology,
pore, from the 25th May 1938 ¢, the 9th June 1938
(b)—Does not arise, '

l
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Names of persons disqualified ddring the last General Election

Mr. BAIDYANATIH MOOKER]JEE asked:
*127. Will Government be pleased to state— X .
ok “(::: The name nfpvrlsons disqualified according to clcctloxll nlllu:
~ for not having filed their election returns. after the las
clections to the Assembly and the Council of this pro-
7ince ? .

(&) '1‘?12 t(i:cinms of persons whose violation of the election rules
in this respect was condoned ?

(¢) Will Government be pl‘cnscd to la_y on ghc table a statement
showing the names of persons disqualified and persons con-
doned as a result of the _last election to the now-defunct
Assam Legislative Council ?

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS replied :

127. (a)-—The hon. member is referred to thiﬁcntionsl No.4368-G. J.,
No 1367-G J., dated the 12th July 1938, published in the Assam.Gazgtte
m‘l(‘l s H;)‘) 19:%'8 so far as the General Election to the Assam Leg{slatfve
‘:;ls;{:;l!]ﬁ]\ulg cm;m:rm*cl. No c:mdid.a‘tcllor clection to the Assam Legislative
e A bc;‘)t[] .Sm.]11.1?1;13't(élbc}'\l;g:il:;;iion No.3567-G.J., dated the 27th
{ (b)-z)’l‘sl?:cslb in the Assam Gazetie of ls‘)t June 1938 and thlﬁcatwps
IL:JII;?;SIG)(;“(}"‘ _I}“ '1:1Cl No.4367-G.J., dated the 12th July 1938, published in
ot =T )y & | r 195
the Assam ( :'azfgg OIL";(S):)[:I{:IEL :]})sf;i;aliﬁcd as aresult of the last General
Election to(C)t-h—c n(())\}-\);-dcfunct Assam ch_lzxsla.tn;c l_(l?odullcclz}l. e 2
A statement showing the persons wl 10 tlgl: ¢ 1squalilications, whic
were removed subsequently, is laid on the table,

d to in reply to question No.127(¢) by Mry. Baidya-
Statement referre B ath Mookerjee
ing  the list of persons who incurred disquqlz_'ﬁc:qtion as a result o
State;ﬁn;m; ]‘Cg::;}il Election to the now-defunct Assam  Legislative Council but were
condoned subsequently

Naines Constituencies from which contested

(1) Khan Sahib Maulavi Abdul Dhubri

Muhammadan Rural
Latif, M.B.E.

Constituency,

(2) Rai Bahadur Satish Chan-

.Habiganj (South) Non-Muham-
dra Dutta.

madan Constituency.

(3) Babu Upendra Chandra Election Agent of (2) above.
Dutta Majumdar. :

(4) Mr. A. McCreath Surma Valley Planting Consti-
tuency.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE ; May I know what was the
reason of differential treatment and why in some cases it was condoned and
in some cases it was not ?

~—
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The Homn’ble Babu
merit of each case.

Mr. BAIDYANATH
kindly explain what
cach case’? ) :

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: No furthes
tion is required, Sir.

M., BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : In this casc it is
think the Chair will help.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
more explicitly.

Mr. BAIDYAN

AKSHAY KUMAR DAS:

MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'ble -\fl!_ll'-i"!
exactly he means by saving ‘according to the merit of

cxplana-
it ‘lar'il— I
.I.Flf: ildr!i, I:H’Ul?ﬂ'l ’.'.'1“ ;’”; “3 :!'.H".lé":i
] ATH MOOI(LRJLE: In some cascs .l!illf.-ILfil some
persons did not file their election returns

und_.cr Ehc law from stanc
then: dlsqualiﬁc
ﬁgatlon has not
difference ?

! T.he Hon’h
will give specific instances
will be prepared to ’ ini

Srijut PURN A CHANDRA SARMA Does the .l»Inn.I)]t: ‘.\'ﬁnlmvx.
require to he given instances to know the nature of their vu..)l:u:rm of rules ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. members will have to supply
names whose disqualific names ok others Whase
removed and then ask the question.
My, BAIDYANATI‘I NIOOKEJEE: Is it a fact thatin the case of ,
i this disqualification was removed ? )
e Hon’hle the SPEAKER ¢ It would quite appear from the notifi-
cc has been made.

in time and werce thus flf'ln.u:lr'[il
b : ; o Pk
ling in the next clection and sitting in the .‘\.,f 1 .
ation has been condoned. In some other cases, this tiw:'lu.; =
been condoned. Mav I know what was the reason for this

le Bahn AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Ifthe hon.

member

and put substantive question the Government
answer,

Numbher of Jail Schools in the Province
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOGOKER JEE asked :
Govcrnment be
(@) The number of
( ‘hc routine folj

pleased to state—
ail schools in the province ?

: 1ollowed in such schogls generally ?
€ numcrical strey

: 1gth of each syuch school and the strength
@ of the stafy of cach of these schools ?

(¢) ther (} ve these schools are held ? ) o
drgss C?r the school BOINg convicts attend schools in convicts
(f) Wheth _ .
Olida;sl gzul works are Suspended in the jails on gaz-tted
3 i
Cthe ) ) )
ucatﬁo(rxgogirnmtent Proposes to absorb jail schools in the
: ar _ . .
(1) Whether all (:oliwicrtlrslent ot the province ?
schools 7 '

4r¢ under any compulsion to attend
(1) I not, will g,

: €rn
to convictg’

ment be pleased (o state the rules relating
cducatiop ip, Jails ?
’ble Maulay; AR

DUL MATIN cHAUDHURI replied :
128. (a) and (5)—The

h ; "
questions asked by Kfan Bahagﬂ;f‘ﬁ?ﬁer 1s referred to the replies given to

Wavi Sayidur Rahman in this session,

The Hon

According to the

" tion in 1941.
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("’)-—-U(‘ncr:\lly tl
hours a dil}'*—_3 hours in the
prisoners receive two hours’
truction daily in big jails.

(d)—Jail dormitories are generally used as jail schools.
(6)—Yes.

1e teachers are required to work for at lcaslt.lil 6
forenoon and 3 hours in the afternoon. Jw:re‘ e
instruction and adult ~prisoners one hour’s ins-

(f) and (g)—The hon. nu-.m'b‘cr 1s 1'cl't‘:1'red to Rules 2'9%;!:d 40?
of the Assam Jail Manual, Volume l._ 1 lu_‘. cunw(l:;ls are HOtblicqtlll:r CO per
form any labour other than such as is uuhspcns‘i} cto cnad ::'d ancof the
jail services including ,m-nl;;ll offices and the clearing up and tidying
rai -eMis 'S, 1O l)'. arried on. .
jail premi l(,i,:,t._.‘\.‘['ocs:::“ step is in contemplation .by‘Govcc:lrlement. bt

(i)-~;\[[huugh L'lcmc'nl‘;u‘y mstruction 1s 1<:g3r is has cigrﬁp&{ ry
for all prisoners under 30 years ol age, the _bupcfm_tlcn ltén ke ae‘:tilul:icd l?_:(x)‘c-
tion to decide whether or not certain Pl'lsm‘""s‘{? 10.‘], those. who He nmt
receiving such instruction, @viz., those mentally defective, o

wish to receive instruction and who are not likely to profit thereby, the sick
and the infirm.

(1)—Daes not arise. .

Mr. BAIDYA NATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, do Govern;ncnt think that
separate uniform is necessary for those who go to the school ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI:

ment do not think so, Sir.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA:: _ :
Hon’ble Minister has answered by reference to certain rules. T.he question
was whether jail works are suspended in the jails on gazetted holidays. The
rules are there we all know. but what we want to know is whether actually

Govern-

With regard to ( f), Sir, the

the works are Postpo 5

The Hon’b aulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHUR] .

I have no
reason to thigk“that the rules are not followed.

*129. (a) Has the attention of Government been dra
written by Babu Charu Chan_dm Duitt in
15th August 1938, on the questior
in the town of Shillong ?

o T Gornt) I8 ; at steps, if any, haye
so far been taken by Governmeng tq enfranchise those disenfranchised ve
mentioned in question 129 (a) aboye ?

(¢) Will Government he pleased to state when the new Electoral

WD to an grtj
the Sylhet Chroniel 5

Dutt i ; e, dated the
1 ol disenfranchisement of non-Khasi voters

picased to state wh

Rolls are likely to be ready ?

(d) Do Government pro

; pose to give effect to thejy decision i
matter at the time of the prepa n in the

ration of the next Electora] Rolls ?
The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR D AS replied :
129. (a)—Yes. .
(6)—The matter is .

S onsideration of Clay
(€)—This will be ready some time before the nexy Geneiﬁ%?gg
(d)—Government are

'€ not in a position to
till they have arrived at a dgclsl :
regards amendment of Order-in.
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The Assam Local Self-Government

Amendment 3ill, 1937, by

Srijut Siddhinath Sarma
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order. orde r. wWowe go Lo Srijut
Siddhi Nath Sarma’s motion about the Assam  Local Self-Cioverninent

Amcndmcnl) Bill, 1937, to refer

On this motjon the debate has been ;
The debate was stopped when My, Clayton was making hi
want to continue, he can do so.

Mr. J. R. CLAYTON :

itto a Select (o

conuinuing {rom the last Ca5107

Sir, at the conclusion of the la it discussion on
th.is Bill, T was speaking on the subject of the personnel of the Select Com-
mittee which it is proposed to set up 1o consider this Bill. 1 pointed out
that 9 out of the 17 members were of the Congres Party, and that 1 think
18 an unfair distribution. Also I think it would have shown a consideration
for the financial aspect of the two

Committees
ave proposed to deal with the two Local Self-(

Coming before this House, had it been
Owever, apart cntirc]y from these considerations, I would like
Oppose the taking of Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma’s Local
il to any Select Committee.

In the firgt place we have been given the assurance that the ( ;
ment is itsc}fgoin 3 to come forward with its own Local Self~Government Bill,
and when this happens, the whole subject will again have to be gone over.

OW to deal with the Bj]] itself. In the first place it proposes to do

i I Apparently now-a-days no one likes

ve had on the floor
to show that whoever the Gov

be persons and
Actually although many

quite a hig body of opini
CINg 10 provision for re
lesser of two evils,

) T_he Bill under consideration proposes to do away altogether with no-
félnatlon, but makes no  Provision whatever for any method of minority
¢ prescntanc_m to replace it. |t g noticeable that the chief support for aboli-
bopdedl n;;nnatmn comes from the maj ority communitics whilst the minori-

position would be if nomination were

which the Congress party
sovernment Bills which are
composed of the same personnel.
now o
Self-Government

0Vern-

of" this House only two
crnment llf)lrlill;l[(.'.‘i
communities who feel themselves
have expressed their dislike of nrm‘xinzl'lion, there is
on which feels that between nommation and there
Presentation of minorities, nominations ig by far the

days ago goes there are
ound tq

aggricved.

L Vous as to what their
a bolished.

There 1s a middle course even without r
representatj on

ccourse Lo scparate communal
and that would he |

a system of plural voting.  Whether
hi . YV a sys I ) .
tuts \ivould be too con.nphca..ted for our Purpose I am not in a Position to say,
commend consideratiop, of this to Government.

', some  special
able, and this Bill as it stands
¢ be opposed by all representatives of mino-
Before leaving the sul,

i SUBIECE of nommjpqy; i t that much
prominence has been givep to the Mination, I would point ou é

k methods of appointment which have been
used, bu.t we should not aItO_gcther forget  the Ic?:.!ccdlcnt ssrodoe which many
an appointed member has Elven to I,ocq] Boards in the past and that over a
period of very many years the System hag nq¢ worked too badly.

—

-

o fardicy hes taee
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8]
‘This Bill also proposes to alter in many respects Lh&‘)g:ﬁm Iotf igotgtrbe
by Government Officers. In llli_a respect ;:!su ]_(.xppor.t.- ":b'cl : .sclf-subscribed
remembered that the income of local lun!ms_ 1s not (I‘l‘[fl ]?u B oral
and that it is only just to the general provincial rn_tcpa))_ f_,l‘.l‘h o A
Government should. through its agents (that 13., 1_19qu lﬁll;.t‘io g th:xt T4
the right to examine books. make reports ;1§n(l :a‘u ‘iL_)!]i 1] -llft I;\f SEiniag S8
debits charged are according to the principles laid down by
ment of the day. ' . ¢ .
It would be impossible for the I:Iun'hlf' .‘\[IIHS‘[‘(‘,I: ro-])h-li‘;?sal]_,séi]aflcgg;rnclls
ment to deal adequately and expeditiously i i‘.‘,lf czllﬁllg for reports
spread all over Assam without making ""lCICl.]-LlLS«: l;‘h matters.
through the Local Officer competent to deal \\.l‘l ST 8 : perr i
Lastly, the Bill proposes to .\_”]w“ml‘&‘. .d]l‘-s%(.),]l;tt{g]-llll:cl)l\lvcd to fall into a
supersession in cases where a Local liu:u‘%l s alf airs v‘mdlrc-clection e
state of chaos. "This also I oppose, a5 (.1‘5501“‘!Onr‘c-clcctcd and continuing
provision against the same in'rsmlm-l being i‘i-‘.:““:i i disgolved. An R hialsate
the malddministration till again the Loca’ Boar 1lbr tend to ,worscn as time
the conditions within the Local Board area can only te
goes on.

ses this Bill being sent to the
For all these reasons, Sir, this group opposcs this S
Select Committee.

. ir £

The Hon’ble Revy NICHOLS-ROY : nslnllc’w, (ijllllco:') S&ﬂfcd (i)n

% e = okl iy TR ~ ¥ < atlc
Government | opposc this motion. ~ Some of tht(‘hlt?l1I'iflxl*nini‘;tl"ttioln of the

A . : . al-e . b2 b <
this Bill, are very revolutionary and “.lltllumi]\;oqtiou of nomination is con-
Local Boards very difficult.  As far as the begl - inati ear, hear
cerned, we mn-;;c]\-cs have decided to ];3"11)101;;}1 S’i‘n];i}:‘:}{ttoggssigf I, ha\:gz

5 &g ~e © 1 = o

Government are going to lInIllU‘h“.'(r ]:crc with me.  We want to introduce
actually drafted the Bill. lave I¢ nere AN S o ation to the
‘com;nu)n.'ll electorates in place of nomination to give representation to
different communities.

. : i f information, Sir.
IUMAR SEN: On a point o tion,
Is th???;fﬁf\ﬂﬁf(f E1~i11qi11:~1‘ a Bill to amend the whole Act or is it only
for abolishing nomination ? ;
The Hf;n’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That is what I am

going to say. I shall be very thankful to the hon. member if he would wait
and listen.

J. J. M.

. -~ as it is, Sir, is somewhat obsolete ; thqre are many seqthns
Whicg‘lgiaé}ftl :::tlt'(; be in the Act for example the sections regarding v11}§.ge
authorities which have been rcpcalc_d. by the Rural Self~quernmcnt ct.

ur proposed Bill makes some provisions to amend these sections. The Act,
as 1 have said, has many defects and in my view the whole Act will have
to be amended, Most of the sections will remain a1_1d many will .have to
be amended. On that Bill we s.hall have a committee wh}ch w_xll ‘deal
thoroughly wih the whole question. ‘T'here is no use of having this plcclt}-
meal legislation. When we deal with the question of the Local Se }-1
Government Act, it is better for us to revise the whole Act and  deal wit 3
the many defects that it has. By the working of the Local Sdf-Go‘fmc
ment - Act for many years since it was 111t1‘oduped m 1915, there aXd
been many amendments.  We propose to consolidate the who!e Act,famlfcse
the defects and make improvements here and there. In view ol h;ciraw
acts I think it would be a wise course .for .the hqn. mover to wit
this Bill and wait until the whole question is gone into.
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Now, Sir, I come to the Bill itseIf. I am against 1h
abo]ishing altogclhur the power given 1o the Local Government

nate persons when the clectorates are unabl .
That is an emergency provision in the Act in sects

to omit that emergency clause. It would bring the

very difficult position. = Government i also against the prin iple of al

ing altogether the power of the Local Government o nomina th

Chairman when the partics ir the Board are t able 1o eled
ave got experience which compclled the Government 1o 1 his cines
Power on this line during the last few e k St p ry

provisions in the Act were to be omitted, it woul
situation. Whichever party takes up the reins
ﬁ.nd it very difficult to deal with the o al bodi
tion.

Then there is another cmergency power which the Bill wattils Lo ooy

away with, that is, the power of the Local Gove rmment themselves | Liere

15 a2 power given by the provision of the Act that any Local Board can Iy
4 majority Pass in the mecting, which has a number ol two-thirds of the
members present a resolution asking the Local Government to appoint a
Ghairman. ’I‘hat is 4 power L’j\"'“ to the Laocal Boards, but this Bili
proposes to take away that power given to the majority of the Local Boards,
I say, Sir, thatis a very wrong principle to take away the power  of s 1

c¢termination from the people for running the administration by the
majority.

The-rc is another very important principle which this Bill wants to o
away with, 4, ¢.; the power of supersession by the Local Governme nt. ‘This
B-lll on‘ly provides that Government can only dissolve the Board and recons-
utute it.  When the same party comes into power, it will work in the
same way ; apd we have got experience of this kind., Tt may be  that
ccrtain Local bodies will V(.‘.l'y soon be superseded simply  because  of  (hay
fie €ct.  The same party will come into power and run the administration
In the same way. Sir, there must he power in the hands of Government to

z some  time so that the chaotic condition of
;g:gggg«r(;émgh_t be removed.  Sir, these are yery impm'{;mt principles
. <o unistration which this Bill wants (o do away with. From the
stand-point of good administration Government i quite against the prin-
ciples enunciated ip this Bill and  (herefore we oppose the Bill.
. T'have gpoken about the principles in the Bill. Now I will speak a
little about the defect in the Bill in regard to the fact that no suggestion
has been made here about giving representation to the minoritics who wa
Nothing is provided in this Bill in regard to that, an
tortmirndiics o B .a_sons‘why the’B.il] is very del_"cc_:t‘ix.fc.. As we are going
. ‘ 8ving representation to the different Communities, |
think, it would be well for the hon, member to withdraw the Bill,

Then T have to deal with opinions. The Bill was circulated and w.
hayc_ got several OPinions. These opinions are divided no doubt, and
opinions are always divided, From one side it is urged that the idea of
appointment of Chairman anq Vice-Chairman should be totally abandoned.
Everything should be dong only by cleciion. But all those who haye
had some experience in the administration of local bodies seem to be
quite against that kind of Proposal,  Sir T will read a few opinions. The

HECrCtary of.thc Surma Valley Branch of the TIndian Tea Association
writes like this ;—

TRS? 211
1938.] PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS

- mination and
““ (1) The Bill proposcs  to remove the principle otfl' rnobascs o Ane
make Local Boards purely eclected bodics, .'l.nd ‘the a-lll 1'3; this is a purely
on lll‘:' :ln:l!nﬂ.'\' ()I'Ih(‘ l)l"O\'ill('i(iI .'\Ssl'n]l'}l'\' mn J‘lh n'l;ﬂ(-‘]’l;.c in thc cage Of
clected body ; but he overlooks the extraordinary 1(1'lmlmit}’ has  been
e e body with which every lnanll}}’ COI[ linority communi-
awarded representation. Assam is largely made up o ri}'ll which purports
‘(icq and as one of such, this Association must oppose a Bi
av © gener: *C ituencies.
to have only general consti ol ) :
: a3y s . o - W 1n vo,
(2) Another object of the Bill is l(l) remos C—:lth(' I:;lVlli?;%ﬁit:othC Log::il
o ia s ; ‘o-third majority
of permitting the Board by a two Je : ,ave -happen-
‘(;'olvrrnm:‘ntqln appoint a Chairman. In lih(_'_.l;a,fé l:iffflliiiééy - l;{),cr-
*d where these bodies failed to agree and they h: sbligatory. ‘ahd this
' The privilege is permissive and I”O‘ s L
P . . 3 away with,
Association have no wish to see it done -1\\. 3y b ;- q]mgcther o
i minimise, 1 n : ¢ v
3) Lastly, the Bill desires to 4 issioner. and implies
the (‘.f’):;u-nl of the Commissioner and 113(})“:;1 (Eli)tl‘nmisocal s Govcrmgent
' that Local Boards are competent lél‘ ‘;llc"':t E:}F,‘] Boards derive an apprecia-
= gt . S 2 18 i
direct. It must be borne in mir X s, Government and the
e pevon ohdhay means ﬁ‘t';‘n th{u‘ttil:-(ulftlljl)r ’Li'n the realm of finance, is
: ds particul = . . ¢
story of some local Boards | e Vs intermediar
hi . )‘ _ belief that some supervision b):, inter ary
not such as to encourage the be be for some years to come.
officers is unnecessary or will AIushle. Now Iwant to resd arothes
: Sir, this opinion is no doubt valuab :m Branch Indian Tea Association
opinion which'is from the Secretary, Assa
l)ibl":-:gil)!‘h'ijl‘\:l.]() says _Ilk.tf [h.l:s :10[ o ;1g1'ccll"lf?llt with the Suggsgstic’n tha:t
(1) This Association is r “members should be abolished. It is
- nomination of a certain number o{ mte method of securing proper represen-
. itte : ; i hes
/ submitted that nomination is the ] ; .
:ation for minorities and backward sections Ogotrh?)f gsnlrll::;lé?é anscfi?nn(ig
ination means that the services of a numbe - : s
nc(,jm ble persons be put at the disposal of the Board in addition to
ea 'SOns ma € S b SR e -
1‘;]0%6 who are e]CthdY by ordinary means adding steadiness and maturity

come a deadlock.

-
| to the considerations of the Board”.
! Then he says ; ) .
| “(2) This Association opposes the suggestion whereby, if a Local Board
) is superseded for incompetency, breach of powers ete., the Local Govern-
gy lr:;ént may appoint a Chair man only until the Board is newly constituted.

After reconstitution, a Local Board may find itselfin little better state
than formerly and it is surely advisable that the Local Government should
be empowered to appoint a Chairman not merely for g short interregnum,
put for a reasonable " period so that he may place the financial and execu-
tive structure of the Board on a sound basis”.

Sir, there are many associations which have given their opinions
against this Bill, T will read the opinion of the Chairman of the Local
Board of Silchar at page 11 of the Opinions:

¢«This Bill is jntended to do away with ‘nominations and stricter control,’
put dOES N0t provide for representation of the minority communities, e.g

*3

scheduled castes, labour etc. ‘There are some provisions quite welcome
while there are some of doubtful utility. Again, the Bill proposes partial
amendment while jt is desirable now to recast the entire Act in the light

of tht,?’ new Reforms and so I am not in favour ofthe Bill as it stands
nowg
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hairman aof a L.ocal
Then, Sir, 1 will read the u-nini:);s of .m-.!h-;:l" ("u”x!';a“ ;.IJ oo
Board, who has had experiences in this matter. | is ’_:'; Srijut Siddhi Nath
This is from the new supplementary hist of "!{'””"”" il
Sarma’s Assam Local Self~-Government :\ffﬂ"{i‘-"‘"’“-i " S ith the support

Srijut BELIRAM DAS : Was that Chairman elected wit :
of the nominated members ? ) f- ‘That I do not know.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Tha
Mr. K. Sarma, Chairm:‘:]n{l' the Local Board, .('”]”E'Ehi:ni‘l‘f"(' :‘:u:e by scc-

“I propose to deal with the subject generally and n :
tion as in the Bj]].”

I will read the second paragraph :

“The Bill Proposes in epresented, under-
nomination, Members are appointed to represent m'-“.l ;ru"i'—,i:;u neces-
represented ang mi:mrit}; classes, This is a very salutary ]i“,, il\' this is all
sary to sefeguard the interest of these classes of "':”i,l'-" i '.].‘w'ir‘ll lmr‘l“'
well and good to run the administration of local aflairs ..-.‘_n 1} i(;-":ﬂ'f eflicient
bers provided the franchise is properly exercised and ¢ i ‘u'u-;l spirit.
Ineén are returped who are free from party or '””-”.” ‘_I

i . . ' s¢ local bodies from western
It is equally unsafe to draw an analogy of these .ct, do not allow them-
countries. Thege countries, if my information is cor Il:(.l,. | spiric. The loca)
selves to be influenced by party or communal or _sm_umll-‘_ii'.i administration
bodies of these countries scrupulously avoid politics ’“__l.", is the rule ('mc!‘
Witk the present state of our socicties, where jlhu.‘h“-}__'.: srevailin - all
literacy is an ¢xception) rancoroys party or (:mnmunnl-s;Jfll Il ; ﬁ‘ -t'ill’ -
round, it is impossible to visualise an ideal local body properly func loning

in the interests of all concerned. In this state of sacietics, it is not desirable
to leave the intere

“Stunprotected of under-represented ;md minority ('Iasticb,
and as such j; js but meet and proper that the principle of appointing I-T].(fln-.
ber shoulg continue yn)esg and until the local bodies are bereft of politics or
local ponCommunal spirie, 1 spa) not be exaggerating if I say that ou
loca] bodies are not free from these harmful factors I'E.lt}ICl'. they ;1.1‘(7 lljrcézli:
é’;‘?lgzi'”rcsent m our loca] bodies to the great prejudice of the people

hen, Sir, he says about the power of supersession.
“Instead of

. . . stitution of new

Board anq Supersession it advocates dissolution and Comwu“w}wn the
: and appointment of a Chairman during the interregnur.
CIrcumstanceg and state of . fTaj |

. q ) as to call for
Lallairs in C(}rtam({iody are :l:ICnféc; soniton BE of
the Act p .4TY powers of the Fovernmen H function
> _to'supersede 1t, with the result that the Board 'Ccdscsthtcowork 1 is;
¢ appointed Chairman carries on dissolution. Ts
meant to oW a newly constituted Board at once after JSSOBU o
he situatjon, The very object for which the 032 ‘s
the very mempeyg oot 2, at least i i not an impossibility, inasmuch f_.51
Hhers may pe Telurned 1o the Board again in the c!ccuo]? oc;‘
i andling the administratfon of the_ 02'111'10
HHEH op Supersession from the GOVCFI-lan}. %
h s constituted Board can again 1;11013‘_3 z;
of SSPonsib; Y of administration, some reasic_ma e tltr;:e
s . Rt Cal'll'lot |)e achi * b appcaling to
consntuencles, Ty yicw of what g st(ﬁ::ziiveilbsg?p}y an): chJ)nstrained to be
against the Proposed amendmen of dissolmic n and rather am mclmcd. to
stick to thl;a PTesent provision o Supcrsessior? The period of Supersessu])n
ever should not b ; . : ances of the
:]a?:n ¢ longer than jg fequired by the circumst
- v

. -1 i - of
scction 4(1) to do away with the principle
SCC ) . / ‘

ey, Jc: <y S
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i ? I do
interve t this stage |
: Mav I intervene a i g
‘ble the SPEAKER : y I inte t Shinstag g tale
Thc HOFI\.‘; time himit for a speech m_ug.lu'(l lt-‘l(-lll:lol‘[]m R m,mnbers
e S Ton s I would like to express a desire t mllt. Sy i 5 2
o el te s ld see that his speech does go be _
: t_in the debate should see ety nister was metegna
- lm”ll'nulth of time. The Hon'ble I\lm‘?““[-(\)n nmnlb(‘rsg of this
I'CIP(?H«'IN(-I > I}]hh'wc already been circulated 1[('):' t 1€ i“- _ ‘;]cn- ¥ A Lo
L S geees N7 : ‘h time may be saved it a reference : %
T at much time ay D¢ KTy et S e e
House. 1 lhm:\ Illub“.mcc of the opinions is stated in l{“'-ll:(ﬁ’shg’“en e
L ;’:Ili'd i tll(; ipv:lkiug This will perhaps save time ¢
Hon’ble Minister spe: .
S il J. J- M. NICHOLS-ROY: Su_-afror;n what I have
b ] eV- - - od . e . xl \ l]sl CI'C( 0 llllons qre
e Hon_ b'lemR] find that the majority of the co P ;
. . _
read of the opinions,

= 2 1 . o o ao: - % Ilc are
against the Bill MA : Majority are not against ; ¢ y
= 1 NATH SARMA :
Srijut SIDDH

. :  Sir, the majorit of the
in favour. IOLS-ROY: Sir, i

The Hon’ble Rev. J. j: M. N.IC;‘;“ and these opiions come from peo-
arc against lh(_ «orking of the local bodies ang also
nce in the we N L?rci‘-'- deal of experience in deal-

considered opinn;ns 28
; ave hq expe ;
le who have hac g sl ; lcal of crienc .
P: Licers of Government. lhn? s. I think, Sir, Irom the Standpoint of
!_mm (.)! 1cers bodies for many years. owisions which e have Les
1 h‘“‘ill -m' )ll‘-'l“ these emergency l.)-uh l]lc chaotic conditiong of the
good zlcltllll‘llsl}aflt : ‘ITHIIN'H[ Act to deal wit itted.  In this mattey we great]
et yen b(‘“l-(:“ll\c'-bn and should not be Ul.l“ld‘ on account of that e OP“ORE
Board should I ll""'"d in the opposite al $1 5010 the Select Com P :
differ from my hon. - t that the Bill should g thing. Agei.. O Mmittee
the Bill. We do not wan } ey only for no g. g
I : hall spend time and money
recause we shall s

: : AN we shall
. Select (_.mnmlltcc Lo

I to bring our own Bill to get another

1ave Lo bring = ,

Act and the matter will be

Dl asiuiois g therefore it will pe
agau (hsc_;;l:::f ‘uéc(l) I oppose the refey
to refer this Bill to the S’(;]lt:::t T :
Bill to the bgl:;lt Ct::];;)EAKER: It scems that no other hon, Membey g

The Hon’ble
BOINg tospeak. AZIRUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, .?ml I

Maulavi N fthis Bill. It aims at doing ;1\\"1)’.‘?‘“} the ey
to the principle O‘a, dovs not indicate how the 1:(\p.ICbCI"‘llat10n of dlﬂ‘erent
nomination, but 1hc secured.  "The move for abolishing the System
sl il G T but before we agree to it adequate Tepresent:
Hakign is welcomfitics must be assured.  Sir, the Local Self-Goy
different Comn?mgh overhauling.  The Hon’ble Minister M charge of Ligéxi
P thmo??vill surely be introducing a comprehensive Bill for thig
Self-Governmen n. So time and moncy should not be wasted iy, thi
1‘3;.1310?;: VSIK:‘?(:\_-(;YJS I oppose the motion for reference of the Bil

i 1ese
nmittee. . 1 Ell -

" JORANG D MARAK: M Sporker, i

hon. friend who has Just now spoken anc p;))HURI . ‘
i Bab DAKSHINARANJAZ_N GUPTA CHAUL - Speaker,

ir. The Bill deals with the principle of nomination an the conrg) 0

sir. The . . hy Government olﬁcials—sup_crsessmﬂ by Govcrnment_ As
Local Boards -'nbiple of nomination it is admitted by G_rovcrnment that this
eeapady th pltl worked for the welfare of the Local Bodies. 1 ind thyt Caie
e hhas o that they are going 1o abolish the principle of MOminatjoy
?:ni];liztthzglfgdundant to refer to the opinion ol the €Xperienceq people

revise the
of no yge
Clice of the

M,
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about the question of nomination. We have discussed t];r‘r question of non
nation and how it operated nnl'_.' on the 5th September.  The hon. membes
know how it has re-operated in many cases—4 .
to minority communities, it has been given to over-represented communitics
In many places,

The Hon’ble Rev. J:J. M. NICHOLS ROY :

SIr, 15 11 necessary Lo
sCuss any more about th t ? We have .".irr.".‘g".‘ finished 11, and 1
Sec any reason why the hon. member should refer to that again. I have ex-
plained the whole matter, and I have said so fa
concerned, we acted according to the best of our intention.
that as for the future we are

what is the good of s

anstead of giving representation

do not

nomination wa

I i.'-l'.r‘ alsosad
}:”Jih;_’ to abolish
pending the time of the House

¢ Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yeo  So {ar o

as nomination is concern
ed, I think everything has been finished. So 1 think this is not relevant here.
! Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: The Hon'ble
Minister refers to the opinion of different European Associations 'wlu_rh lay
Stress upon the qu(_-stion of l’(:pl‘(_‘S(‘.‘l'Il-'Hit’)Il of minorities ij)-‘ nomination. I
ave referred to this only in connection with that. The opinion expressed
by the two European Associations of the two Valleys is that nomination is
an absoly

te necessity for preserving the rights of the minority communitics.
I say that cxpcricncc has S}IOWH that [Im 5}'51(:]11 ol nomination ||;1‘; not
operated in the interes

t of the minority concerned, and so I want that (his
should be abolished. Under no circumstances it will protect the interests of
the minorities,

T}}e“a Sir, the question of control of the Local Boards by the officials
fl?:lriscm.b The chal Board members are clected on the same !'ru!mhicc as
. rll;lc ers of this Hon’bje Ht:usr:. In view of this fact, I think they

oy are Cl'egardcd as responsible person to deal with their own affairs.
any membgfvirsar-] with everything.  They are not less rcspmlslblft than
this they sho (l)d this louse including the Hon’ble f\/llmst(:rs:._ - In view ol
Y loca] authu .’_I t m{c, bf: allowed to control their own affairs |1:1ff:lt¢|‘t'(l
ment anq :rigfzi ’Nc?_thmg should intervene between the Local Govern-
sodies,

mean o Hon'ble Rev. . J. M. NICHOLS.ROY :

0 say that even the |

nominations. So. Sir,

Does the hon. member

«ocal Government should not have any power
nv 3 - .
hacr the Loca] Boards ? Perhaps he also means that the Minister should not
Ve any autherit

abu DAK.Sifi(I)Ver the local bodies. Is this his idea ?

that. | NARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: I do not mean,

and .the Clgl;?n.th,e agency of the Local Government—the District Officers
missio § 2

local bodjeg e sners What I mean is th

h at with regard to the contro] of
ould be none to intervene between the Local Govern-
ment and the local bodies,

. Mr. BAIDYANATH MoO :
Minister, (Laug/zter.) KERJEE :
Babu DAkg

HINARAN .
grz;n MY practical exper JAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Then, Sir,
n say

that as rephy ence as a member of the South Sylhet Local Board
the officials and tigeait:c;?eBgra“t of various items money is ear-marked by
h

etion—to spend
‘The local bodies pass
The Divisional Commissioner?
nts if any. The members of the Loca
of this syste;:ngovtvgobc?g]tml over it. Sir, tlYlis Bill provides for the abolition

: V. 0ldly assert that th - N the people are able
to guide the dcstlny of the natio. € representatives of peop

0 we believe in democracy or not ?

He is sympathetic towards the

|

|
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I was rather amused to hear from the Hon’ble Minister that the principle of
]]()Il“l{llllliﬂl] rather protects some sort of democratic idea in the Local Boards.
I do not know how to explain that expression.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: | could not hear what
the hon. member said about the principle of democracy.

y
Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI :
hon. member of this House is l‘ul_ly conversant with the
cracy. 1 mean democracy only in that sense
I'hen comes the question ol

I hope every
meaning of demo-
and in no other sense.

supersession.  Sir, once we acknowledge
the right of the people to guide their own ch:stiny cither for good or for
worse, there should not be any outside authority to act as a guard against
the so-called mal-administration. We sht?uld not all'()}\' any other authority
to call such and such thing as ‘m:\l—nclmi_nmratmn’. lh'c‘ local bodies shoqld
not act under the guard of bayonet hanging over them. They shoulc! b.c unfet-
tered and free to guide their own destiny. 1f there is any mal-administration

the members of the Board are already in the Boards to look to it. They are
conversant with their own

interest and  they are the best judges for their
own things. S¢ 'he whole matter should be entirely left at the discretion of
the members,

50 1 beg to submit that any supersession in the matters of
local bodies should be dis

allowed and the whole matter should be left to the
discretion of the members concerned.  So when there is a  question of .ma!-
administration, the provision of dissolution of the Board and fresh election is
to my view the best method.
Again, Sir, the question of representation has been raised. 1t has been
said that no provision has been made with regard to the representation of
minorities.  On behalf of the Party which I represent I say we do agree
and do admit that there should be proper representation for the minorities ;
the minorities should haye every voice in the administration of every country
(hear, hear). 1 think, Sir, since ‘the Bill is going to a Select Committee there
is ample scope for mnking adequate provision for the representation of mi-
‘norities Clllfcr by joint electorate or by separate electorate or by any other
method-which may he found feasible for the purpose.
My reading of the Bjj shows that it does not prevent the question of re-
yresentation belng included in (his Bjll ; that question may be discussed in
the Select Committee, gain, Sir, objection has been taken with
sonncl of the Select Committee on the ground th
belong to the Congress Party.  On behalf of tha
have no objection to cither Hekre
the Select Committee may re
this House.  With these few
scat.s .
rijut IRA . i
regarding this Bi]]. ok DAS: My,

S: : Speaker, Sir, I rise to say a few words
g lr t ]e ‘. - - - -
of democracy. The o Wi principle of nomination is a

gainst the principle

. ¥ of this nomination will go against the rin-
c1plC(}C(’)f;mll_ll:1 ?}\;(lanilal Autonomy which is alleged to have Eeenggiven to Es by
the e in?- i on’ble Minister was pleased to say that nomi-
natian o tlo uced only o give representation to the unrepresented,
under-represented apq more .under-represented communities, but during
ournment motion we have found that great injus-

the per-
at mojority of the members
t Party, I say, Sir, that we
asing the number or increasing it, so that
present the strength of the various parties in

words, Sir, I support the Bill, and I take my

€ adj
tice has been done,

5
The Ii‘l’“ 'ﬁ’é‘l’ Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Is it relevant, Sir ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, this is relevant. The hon.
member 1is referring to wh

! . at he has learnt from the discussion of adjourn-
ment motion about Government policy and principle.
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Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Great injusticc has been done in the name
of (loing iLIST.iC(T to these communities. If the :r‘[r::i:u.:; of nomination
means’ giving nomination to the defeated candidates, giving nomin stion ‘-
the Mauzadars, giving nomination to the excisc vendors and other third
rate persons, then it is no usec retainine this practice of nomination. It
has degenerated into the stage ol favouritism. Sir, the proper method
of representation of minority communities should have been by _rescrvation
of seats. ‘The Hon’ble .\lil‘li;i:-r said that there was no !n-r.'i'\;«-:a ot

if the Bill be re-

rprescnta-

5 i T i
i the 1.1 \‘\'l'.'.,

Servalifln (Jf seats [IUI' these COMMINities
ferred to a Select Committee provision may be made for giving

tion to the minorij ty communities by means of reservation of seats, | “"'

Select Committee is within jts power to do that as it is within the ~cope of
i K i " eravst : 4 § . g 18

thC Blll- .I llC (]Ll(.'SllUH “{ gl\'lll!_: r(’l]!"l'"ﬂ'“!.ltl' 1 !l'_.' reservation ol cal |

question of method only.
With these remarks, Sir, 1 heartily support this Bill.
Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI:
hope the hon. members remember that in the last session of the
a Bill called the Assam Municipal (Amendment) Bill, was g
by my hon. f[riend Stijut Rajendia Nath Barua, and the same 1""_’"'1’]"
I mean the principle of abolition of nomination—was involved S S
Bill.  But that Bill was thrown out by the House. I do not know, Sir, h”.“
the same House, which had once thrown out that Bill, because they did
not agree that the nominations shouid be done away with before scparatc
clectorates are introduced in the  Municipalities and Local Boards, can
now agree to another similar Bill.
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN
‘rto.l separate clectorate  in vogue in
1T 18,

Mr. \'lﬂ‘.ll;f‘l‘, Sir, I
Assembly
introduced

On a point of information, Sir. Is
Local Board eclections » 1T think

Khan Babadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Yes, but the number ol
Seats is not in proportion to the communal representation. '

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: un a pomnt
Ol Information, Sir. What i1s the source of information that the Bill of
.SrlJUt R. Barua was defeated or refused by the House only on the
183ue of nomination.

. K_han Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Mainly on the issue f)f no -
Mination (Babu Dakshinaranjan Gupta Chaudhuri :-—You are qualilying
aow.) 1 therefore submit, Sir, that the hon. mover of the Bill should have
S€en as to what Bill Government are going to introduce to do away with
Nominations. If they were satisfied that the Government are coming lor-
ward with a Bill having the same principle which my friend the mover
vants to introduce in the Assamn Local Self-Government Act it would not
have been necessary for him to introduce this Bill at all. Therefore, I
Teéquest him to wait and sce what sort of Bill Government brings. As far
as Muhammadans are concerned, I am  quite sure they will not agree to
the principle of the abolition of nominations (Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjce :
Question) until they are satisfied that some principle for the representation
of minorities is introduced in the Local Self-Government as well as the
Municipal Act.

The Hown’ble Srijut ROHINI KUM_AR CHAUDHURI*: M,
Speaker, I only rise to protest against certain remarks made by my hon,
friend Mr. Beliram Das. I think I heard him correctly to say that the
Mauzadars and Iixcisc Mahaldars are third class people. .

Srijut BELIRAM DAS*: No, I said Mauzadars, etc. and third rate

persons,

*Speech not corrected.

e

T

l-
{
'
.
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The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI*: I am very
glad to hear that he did not say that they are third class people—at any
;‘;:tc he did not mean it. Because, Sir, it would have been very ungrateful

on his part to say so.
A4 noves o _ W :J
li‘clo:::;c I”(Iinm\' even in the group in which the hon. m(:mber belongs_
there are several members whose brothers are Mauzadars. Not to speak of
considering them as third class p_c.npl_c I ku«_:w_ very well that many members
avail themselves of their services in times of difficulty. . :
relevant, Sir 7 The hon. member is speaking on

Several voices.—1Is 1t

¥ !;'L;:]e“ [II-;:L’(ll:ll:aSt::;:- SPEAKER : Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri is addressing
on the assumption tlm{”i’) I?clu‘:mll l){a_\.(sl lilc:[s“::“s.(i Mauzadars as third
slass sle » (Mr. Das) says he did not say so.
(.1‘15_\1!::: p};i;m’];lfé létﬁkjut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI*: I am not
arguing on that assumption, Sir, because I have ;1_11‘(';1(1): stated that T am
glad to hear that he did not say so. I was only S;lly“;g-][-h;}t I would have
been very much surprised if he had called ll_u:lm t‘?!r: class _pclok)_lf:. I was
only now dealing with possible reasons that mig lllI (1.\-151 ;.gunbi l__u.u nomina-
tion. T have failed to understand wh}' they should Be-ae o from nomina-
wracter 1s not !l‘?l“lsméitl):}:: lt(l:du 1S another thing,

"wi re -eason why they should be debarrec |
0lhm§:§‘%;g;ﬁﬁi—ﬁ° I‘:';}I\‘tl){ SABMA: I\‘Ir. ﬁpcalﬁ.‘lj‘, ]bx?:, the Hon’ble
Minister in charge of Local Sc-ll-Gm'crnmE,‘nt ‘Iic?:llh:((; .i?:%l.l1lllllg has been
trying to mislead this House not only by his rr-u_s‘tit i ?}b atements, but by
false statement. There are 61 opinions 1'(‘.(‘.01\‘@(”,‘ )}l ﬁwu nmcr}t a_nd out
of these 61 opinions, 32 opinions mainly endorse wholly the principles of

the Bi ( s < ort the I)I‘iﬂCi!-)](‘S O.r the Bill _mainly diﬂ‘erin onl
¢ Bill, 19 opinions suppo opinions are against the Bill, and he hasgrca(){

on  minor points ; only 7 MOS8 i . : :
Pl s from these 7 opinions that are against the Bill. .
bdm’f‘htzcgsﬁ’slilznll}liv- J. J. M. NIC}IQLS-ROY‘: It is quite natural,
Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Even the Commissioners of the two
Valleys support the main provisions of this Bill, but he‘ has not referred to
their opinions. Messrs. Cantlic and Walker are in favour of the main
rovisio “this Bill.
P Th;] ]-?(i).tl’]llysie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Page ? Page ?
Srijmt SIDDHI NATH SARMA: Page 10. Mr. Walker says “I am
also strongly in favour of voting by ballot -wlnch. 1s also I find the opinion
of most of those consulted. It is wrong in principle to have any of the
members nominated by an outside agency”.  The Hon’ble Minister is
trying to mislead the House by saying that there was no provision in the
Bill to represent the interests‘of minority communities and it cannot be
provided, let us examine section 4 of the Local Self-Government
Act. The present Act does not provide for any separate representation,
but it is provided by rules and representation is given to several com-
munities such as the Muhammadan, the Planting, the Hindu, etc. under the
rules frameq under the Act. Itis done according to rules ; it is not provided
in the main provision of the Act. Section 4 of the present Act provides
for 16 members, as the minimun for a Local Board and in my amending
provided for 20 members who shall be elected by votes by
o Powel: of giving representation to different communities according
to the rules js entirely left in the hand of the Government or it may be
pr%wded in the Act itself by the sclect commitiee. The rules framed
under the present Act prOV_IC!CS for I'Cpresentation of Muhammadans,
Hindus, and Planting communities and this rule can be extended in the case
of other minority communities such as scheduled castes, tribal community,

tion. 1If their personal ch:

e

#Speech not corrected



218 PRIVATE MEMBERS' BILLS [Trit See.

Indian Christian, ctc. if the Government wishes !’-.r:u NOw :_a" ' 5 t!"t
there was no provision and hence the Hon’ble Minister is opposed to the Sill

and he will bring a Bill providing representation to minority « "3-_~i-~"“:"'""'i
but can he not do it now, even he could have done it before the la t Loca
Board clection simply by modifying the rules. He has told the House

that he will bring a Bill in the following session. That session will not
come (laughter). This time also he promised that he would bring in a
Bill in the next budget session. ‘That session will not come......

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Lt me assure the hon. member that
there will be a next session. (Laughter.) .

Srijul: SIDDH[ NATH SARM_A: But ‘.' "1‘ | A4l sure will Iiu(‘ SCe
the light of th day or mav not come at all ‘.”rl'l.’“f—u‘r‘? " He has :,a!'n::llt‘.f'rt
and he will go on prmni‘;im-' like that. He can provide representation
under the rules if he had a mind to do so. I challenge the sincerity of the
Hon’ le Ministcr of Local Self-Government. If he had a mind to do so, he
could have provided for it under the rules long ago and Government have
full power to make rules. : inc

'I’hCl'l h". has cnunciulcd a4 new l” i“r_il)!f' of democrac Y. | i.u- pring tplr‘
of nomination must be on= of the fundamental principles of democ racy
ad- 4o should be in the hands of any Government. If you can give
representation ta every commmnity 1,}."flf.('1i(”l then what is the necessity
of nomination ? ' |

The Hon’hle Rev. J- J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: | _s;tui lh:l‘l l.\\-‘n
not supporting nomination, and that my idea was to abolish nomination,
and there is no use discussing it.

. Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Then you intend to keep your pro-
mise that you will brin.f{ an Act, but you are not bringing the Act ; you have
been promising all along. ‘

_ The Hon’hle the SPEAKER: An Act cannot be brought, only a
Bill can be broygh L .

Srifut S g (Laughter). S an Act

Tt SIDDHI NATH SARMA : | mean Bill, Sir, not an Act. LLA :
T e Hon’ble Maulav; Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUL :

hon. - - : Vil inister direct.
(laughzer‘r)l member s again addressing the Hon’ble Minister dire

. Srijut SIDDHINATH SARMA : Then, Sir, regarding the c-mc_rgunlcy:
POwers and the eontrol of the sfBcals. T have not donc -;L:ﬁv:lyl\‘\(,’l)t{}}]ict.("lrh
e oﬂicsals—-—lhc:rc is the control of the Subdivisional & T,

; of the
of the Deputy  Commissioner on the spot and control

inister, Loca] § away with the
C]_ - ] - dwcly
control of the intcrf Government at the top. I want to do

i vant to do
. mediate  official. i . s ioner. 1 wan
away wit i 1c1al, vz, the Commissio .
miss)i{oner ho: ]anor;.tgi()l because there is the control of the Dcp(::xttyo(iotll?c
. 1 . s e y ~ »
other side, ¢ and Hon’ble Minister, Local Self-Governm

lunch. ble the SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned for
ADJOURNMENT
The Assernbly then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.

AFTER ADJOURNMENT
The Assembly re-assembled afiep lunchat 2 p.m.

PRy codds oad

Sy

—

S

‘I.s.r-.-‘..'
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Srijut SIDDEI NATH SARMA : Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in charge
of Local Self-Government has just said that the provisions o my Bill are all
revolutionary. I say, Sir, thisis bound to be so. We are under a new
regime and under a new Act, namely, the Government of India Act. So,
Sir, we cannot be guided by the Act and Rules which belong to an old
regime. There must be some change. It appears to me that the Hon’ble
finister in charge of Local Self-Government belongs to the old regime and
he is an old man, and so everything new appears to him to be revolutionary.
But I assure him that I belong to a group pledged to non-violence and that
therefore he need have no fear about us.

As regards the power ol appointinent of the Chairman, by the Govern-
ment he says that power to the Local Government is necessary.  Why ?
I fail to understand this. The Government need not appoint a Chairman.
The elected members can very well elect their own Chairman.  Why should
it be necessary for Government to appoint a Chairman of the Board ?  Why
should the members of the Board request the ‘_Govcrmnent b).r two-thirds
majority to appoint their Chairman ? I say, Sir, tllc power is abs.olutely
unneccessary and it should be left to the members to elect their own
Chairman.

The Hon’ble Minister made two ;IPP,O“‘““_G?ti ‘El the la‘st Local Board
clection, one in Mangaldai and the other in .NEIIE_ lIa ]‘llmlgucll. But he d:ld
not observe the ]’1'0\’iSion of the law, t“.'o-th“ E(I)air:g.:;lccfel members did
not request the Government to appoint the Ch AL Bk e Boards. He
had violated the rules. Whenever it suits Lhcl ?‘0-“\ emcn‘ce of the G9V
ment they can violate the rule and follow t]u'“lzl O}VI} 1ul;3 that suits the
Government. So, Sir, this provision thz_lt two-thirds o ]t ’:C elected Emgmbcrs
request Government to appoint a Chairman has np_t been observed in the
past by the Hon’'ble Mini:ter in these two cases mentioned above.

ern-

As regards other minor matters, in regard to _th.c abolition of cart tax,
etc., this has been objected to by the Hon’ble 1\ilmster._ I h:.ivc stated in
my last specch that I have confined myself to bona fide agriculturists.

The Hon’ble Minister has promised that he would br.ing a Bill.
we have not been enlightened as to what will be the provisions of the
If he at all brings in a Bxll,. even then the House should solve it
problems. If he bringsa Bill, the House will have an
consider the Bill and it will, Tam sure, the Bill will be se
public opinion and the consequence will be that a year or two will elapse j
the meantime. S0; bcfore the next election, Sir, we must have these Char; in
At least the nomination should go, which is one of the main princi lges.
the present B 1L Ples of

There are some minor differences.
reconciled in the Select Committee,

With these few words, Sir,
of the House.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Dg I
from the hon. mover that the constitution of the Select
as it is with a dispropoitionate representation of the Co

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : :
be suggested by the House. at may

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER : Will the Hon’ble Ministep In ch

al‘ge

But
Bill.

- own
OPportunity tq

nt for eliciting

But these differences cap be wely

I commend my motion for th
nce

1 under
Committee . Stand

remaj
ngress Groy pmams
I am open to any change th

give his views ?
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The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sit. [ have alicads
said that this Government intends to bring a Bill 1o revise the wbole I .o
Self-Government Act. This Bill will not desl on with the question
nomination ; it will deal also with many other defects which there are
the Act and also with the question, which the | HON ] A
rclating to the cart tax. But I must make it clear that the G rament
Bill will not abolish the cmergency power that has | 1 cool Lot
Local Government. But there will be some amendments in regard to tl
power of appeal f[rom the decdsion of the Commissioners to the 1o
Government. Things of that kind will be covered by the Bill thar w A

introduce,

Now, Sir, I come to some points that have been ransed | he
mover of the Bill criticised me when 1 said that the majonty of the OpIons
were against the Bill. 1 mcant by that—against one secticn or other of tl e
Bill. ‘There are very few who have given their unreserved opinion that the
Bill should be passed as it is. ‘1hose opinions in my view are due to the

fact that those gentlemen probably had no time to stuay the diflerent cluuses

of the Bill. For, if they had known that there are so many defects as 1 have
/ relating to Village .'\llihulitil".

pointed out for instance the clause of the Bill

—they would not have given their opinion as they have done. “The clause

regarding Village Authoritics which this Bill proposes to '!“’"“'I, fi_-!‘\ already
been embodied in the Rural Self-Government Act. Those opiniong which
give unreserved support to the Bill without any comment must have oo
given without proper study of the clauses of the Bill. “Thercfore | place
weight on those opinions which have dealt with almost every ¢lqee of the
Bill and especially the opinions of those associations which have ade a
special study of this Bill. ~ For this reason I say, Sir, that the majority 1s
against the Bill. ' '

Now, Sir, I have becn accused for not bringing a Bill during this session
and it was stated that I promised to bring the Bill during this session,  "I'his
Assembly did not want to postpone the clection of the Local Boards and
cIfcumstances were such that Go. crnment had to withdraw the Bill for post-
Ponement of the clection.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE :

Jy private arrangement I
ShOUId say 3y 1

intendey Somble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS.ROY: At thit fime
Sentatics t(;) t«;mcn-d Un_ly one scction of !hr:. Act, i.e., scction .'1.‘, 'tjn.;‘;n‘p repre-
i wil s rcm mmo{ngu:rs so that the Legislature may know u. uch mingyi-
minoritics BPI;CS%:{ltdtlon and not h-‘avc to the Government to choose Cg‘:‘(;tiyx
; e B(;a‘lrds uV\:' “lr, \?fhc'n .thc session was over and wlu:n the clection in

ecause some Seél:. over 1t 1s only fit and proper to examine the whole Act
have taken time w&-se (ﬁathe Act hz_wc , !Jc‘comc obsolcte. R ‘i;.lﬁt s why we
have made arrangemen ts tc:/(;alll);dcmtfl‘l.‘y e tff (t‘; Iljo':rc’l dajj, .“_'50 1
to get some suggestions from (] conlerence of the e e iy
be the defects oo th m them regarding whth they may have found to
time in the month of O L-t’band that conference will probably be held Y
the Bill will be reca _fclo cr next.  After we have got all the Suggestions,
in the next Feb. Lwe sce any nceessity, and we shall come with g Bill

. ebruary-March scssion of *his Legislature.  ‘These are (he

things I want to say about :
. 2 . - the re: ) ave ntroduced the Ri
in this session. reason why we have not ! the Bill

Ao LEmay

‘._."

M T ——————— Lo

L I
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I find that the hon. mover of the Bill has taken objsction to my using
the word * revolutionary . By that I meant that if the control over the
Local Bolies is done away with then there will be occasions when
a local body may not function. There must be some control and there
raust be some provision for emergency. This Bill seeks to do away with all
emergency powers. I say that any Miaistry coming in the future will find it
necessary to have these cmergency powers for the sake of controlling the
local bodies.  Sir, many of the gentlemen who have been rcturned to the
Local Boards are inexperienced. If we extend the franchise there will be
trouble in the local bodies. M=n will be returned to the Local Boards who
do not have any idea of administration. Factious spirit plays a great part
in the administration of Local Boards and some Local Boards are admini-
stered with great ditficulties duc to this factious spirit. That is why there
should be more control over the Local Boards and the Local _Government
should have agents to keep that control btn‘::lusc‘ no Ministry will -bc able to
deal dircctly with the Local Boards. Therclore the power given to the
Deputy  Commissioner and Commissioner if there 1s one should not be
relaxed in all matters.

Again my hon. friend, the mover, asked—why 5]1ro.u.|d ke necessary for
the Government to appoint a Chairman when tlic (;Iil‘ll)”él}?“pcan be appoint-
ed by the representatives of the people 1n thc_ﬂocc’_” e “l's.‘ I\'Ve“; a_little
experience in the running of these log‘al bodlL&i I;\l ‘(13-\13%11" that. Here 1s
an incident. There are two parties in a Loc‘a‘ ey ¢ party that' 1s
not in a majority does not come inSlC!C the mbét“‘gcll(?cfr}'l, bLl§ waits outside
in order to prevent a quorum to be formed. ‘ oci'l lalrman is not elected,
and the time for appointing the Chairman according 't;)o the rule is till 31st
March. How will the Board function in such a case :

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : [ have made provision for that,

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J- M. NICHOLS-R(_)Y: Now ip such instances
Government should come forward and appoint the Chairman. There is
rovision under section 12(#, of the Act that when  any LOC&! Board fails to
appoint the Chairman or the vlcc-C-h_:%u man .W1t1uE1 the time fixed, the
Local Government may appoint a C'.-hauman or a Vice-Chairnan as the
case may be. There have been such instances and Go.vem.ment under such
circumstances have to take steps. If Government think it fit for the good
administration of the Local Board, they may ask the Deputy Commissioner
or the Subdivisional Officer as the case may be to take over the Board.,
Instead of doing so, power 1s given to nominate a Chairman.

Then T coms to the em-rgency power of appointing a member in the
Board when a particular constituency fails to elect a member for the seat
allotted to that constituency. There was a case just in the last election in a
certain constituency, I think, it was a Planting constituency in the Surma
Vvalley  When the notice was issued by the Magistrate regarding the date
of election, all the members were outside _the constituency and they did not
know that there was a date fixed for election of members to the Local Board
whnen they returned it was too late for filing nomination papers. As a
result, four or five seats could not be filled ; and the date for the first ;neeting
of the Board had to be fixed soon. If the election were to be again declared
the meeting of the Board could not have been held in time. In such
a case, t_here is an emergency provision in section 5 of the Act that the
Commissioner can appoint a member subject to the control of the Local
Government.  Why should all these emergencies be taken away ?
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Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA -
the Bill.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M NICHOLS-ROY : The provision made

Provision 1s also made for that in

does not cover such a case. The provision made will repeat the same
trouble. : have dealt fully in my previous speech on this point, I he
provision he made was only in a case when the Local Boards do not appoint
their own Chairman.

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SATMA : Wili the Hon'ble Minister

please state what provisions I h

]

ave not made :

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The provisions did
not cover all these points. The })I‘U‘.'i‘.iuu made i this Bill s u:;jj. to call
the Deputy Commissioner or the Subdivisional Officer to elect
Chairman.

So I say that old things will be repcated and the Board will be
standstill.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Ifa meeting is adjourned for want
of quorum then an adjourned meeting can be held without any  further
quorum. No guorum is required for an ;t(ljrmrm-d mecting.

The Hon’hle Rev. J.- J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :

must be elected before a certain date. No provision 1s
this.

their own

at a

Jut the Chairman
made at al] for

i (b % - 4 1ie PN e <
This emergency power this Bill wants to abolish, but we are against
this.

So, Sir, I think this House will see that thoreis no Us¢ in going

further with this Bill and spending the time of the members and mope
the province, . ¥
,-HeTe; i another point that the hon. member is tymg to make gy,
aganst my previous speech, ‘I'hat was this. He asked, why should the
ocal Board get the power of asking the Local Governiment 1o appoing
fhlalrman ?_ Supposc in the Board 1li'3c:rc: is no body who lifts‘_ any CXperience
gf t(})](;a]égn?miﬂration and no one wants to take the !‘(-'Spj?”b,lllflh_ly ol the work
all elec-toc?lrman then what will be the cq‘nx:r_:qm:ncc_: ‘ he Int:mh‘crs are
k. 3, wh‘;) h::der the present Bill, and (,r;\)-c:rmm:m 1Laf-l;‘](:.lalll(:;:;;:]l:‘[c] o
Hon’ble Miniyo0,SXperience to run a Local Board. (A woice the

nister had experj . fore he was appointed Minister for Locg]
SCIf'GOVEInmcnt_) perience befo > was ap]

lisn ah(e;r}ll’781r’ what is going to happen il the majority docs not wang ¢,
All of ¢ :erf"-n from among themselves it there is no experience I person

.M may say—We do not want
money is spent

e against rules by ignorance we may be surcharged.
majority of the mempe o L o
a Chairman there is no

Zl!l)'

If the
1S want that the Local Government should appoing
vide for such - provision in the Bill of the hon. mcm!Jcr o pro-
which this Bij| poccy+ There are so many things that may happep
s not provided for. Under the present Act Government
the Local Goii:rgf appointing a Chairman. In these special circumstances
Now, Sty W}Il‘nent should have emergency power. _
Mangaldz;i natic s hilppem‘d in Mangaldai and North Lakhimpur ? 1,
the Tosetios \ 1ewas:. 1ssued and the members were present round about
1 & hall, but a certain number of them remained outside the
meeting house. The sama thing happened at North Lakhimpur.

Y of

to take the rcsPUnsibility if

-

-h-w--.-q&“‘: "\
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Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : Therein spite of the appointment of
an official Chairman, there were three parties.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: It matters very
little.  But it seems to me that if any group wants to run Local Self-Govern-
ment and wants to run the administration well, they shnulc_l not play_such
tactics and such game, but they shculd be in the mecting and ghscuss
matters. Itis this kind ol tactics also which has to be _dcalt with by
the emergency power. he Local Government must be given power to
deal with such tactics which may Le adcpted by any party in the local
bodies.

Well, Sir, in regar' to cart tax, I have said that there is provision
N the Act for the local body ilscl! to spc‘mly_ which carts should or .Should
not be taxed. So this provision in the Bill is S 0 But th‘cw are
certain matters which have to be dealt with regurding cart tax. : 1 l'lese things
which are not in the Act will be dealt with in the Bill which we are going

to present before the House.

. . ‘¢ of the time of the House. The

s S ~ed not take more )
S ccclhth\l\:;k" ISI;,h'];\-pntdclivcrcd the other day has, I t!“nk’ cleared the whole
nl1)a[tcr I"}(ic: 1 ;hc~ hon. members will think that it is better for the hon.
s ek wizhidr"lw the Bill at this stage. Let us all work together for the

Bill that is coming in the next session. .
Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA: Is it com ng at all ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J- M. NI_CHOLS-KOYt : I hope, Sir, after
hearing w.at I have said the House will agree that it is better to postpone
the consideration of this Bill only for a 'icw ]mont‘hs‘ more. - The desk
election of the Local Boards will Dbe, .I thml\,B‘l]lIed after two years more
and so there is still time for the Government Bill.

’ the SPEAKER: Order, order. The question before
the ggl?sclilsot!llmbtlfhe Assam Local Self-Government Amendment Bill, 1937 be
referred t‘o a Select Committee consisting of the following members :—

“he Hon’ble Minister in-charge of Local Self-Government,
(1) 1 2) Mr. F. W. I—lockephull (3) Maulavi Md. Al
Haidar Kban, (4) Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, (5) Babu
Kamini Kumar Sen, (6) Srijut Rupnath Brahma, (7) Babu
Bepin Behari Das, (8) Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda, (9) Babu
Dakshinaranjan Gupta Chaudhuri, (10) Srijut Sarveswar Barua,
(11) Srijut Lakshcesvar Borooah, (12) Srijut Kameswar Das, (13)
Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora, (14) Srijut Bhuban Chandra

Gogoi, (15) Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta, (16 e o
ma%l Amjad Ali and (17} the mover, (16) Maulavi Muham

(Six members to form a quorum.)

The motion was lost.

m Local Self-Government (A d .
The Assa Stut Lakehenns éo,fﬁﬁ;‘h““"“) Bill, 1937 by

Srijut LAKSHESVAI(_} BQROOAH * Mr. Speaker, Sir. I beg to move
that the Assam Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred
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to a Select Committee consisti g of the lollowing members -

(1) Maulavi Abdur Rahman, 2) Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda. (3 Maulavi
Muhammad Amjad Ali, (4)Maulavi Md. Ali Huidas Khan, (5 Babu Bepin
Brhari Das, (6) Khan Bahadur Maulavi Savid ir Rahman, (7) Srijut
Gopinath PBardoloi, (8) Mr. F. W. Ho: kenhull, (9 N Badvanath
Mookerjee, (10) the Hon'ble Minister for Local Se!f-Gos croment _and

(11) the mover.

(Five members (o form a2 quorum.

Sir, under the present Local Self-Government Act th
of scats to  various communities in different Local Boards are made
under section 4(2). Sub-section (2 says, *“ i 1]
by notification, fix for each Local Board-
ed and of elected members; (4) the d

among thz different sections of ¢

: ol the commanity and in different localitics -
and (c) the qualifications of members and of  electors o of any
electorate body : |

e Local Government shall,
-a) the wtal number of appoints
Pi

istribution  of the clected members

) Provided that in making distribution of members among different sec.
tl‘ons of the community and in different localities under clause (b) the Local
Government shall take into consideration among  other things population

Of'c}?.(’:}l such section, the area held and the local rates and taxes paid by
cach. J

By this Bill 1 only want to add another proviso. Inshort 1 want ¢,
do :"1,way with two factors contained in the first proviso, namely, the
held _1n he case of (he Planting community. The reasons n
ing with this factor of the proviso is that the Plantin
revenue for the aren they hold and for that they

Provincial ag e as in the Central Legislature,
pPay local r : e

as well.,

. ‘aren
for my dispens.
g communty pay land

et representation in the
and also because as (hey
ate for the area occupied, they get representation in Local Board

In i .
the present Local Self-Government  Act there s no provision (yr
to give the Ind; P I_ndlan Plam;ng community and in my Bil] [ pPropose
lan Planting community a separate represcntation.

resent provie: i - Under the
P P ovision of the Act, the Indian J’Izmtmg community cannot have

nless they merge their interest with the interests with
Ng community who form the majority

Sir . : .
b Hoascbef?}l;: I Procced to discuss the !31][ I want (o give an idea before
and  the loca rli?pulathn of the htlropcan Planting community
According ‘tq th:: ©$ paid by that Community in each distriet,
" heres, census  of 1931 the Europeans  in Nowgony
rang district non-Muhanon—Muhammada.n Population is 3,84,769 ; in s T
population is on]y 265 madan pPopulation is 4,17 314 whercas the European
Sadan communit, 1 g In Sibsagar district the Population of non-Muham.-
Lakhimpur district the 92,843 whereas the Europeans are only 389 . i,
European pOPUIatit;n is 73{?n-l}4uhf"n’fladan Population is 6,93,633 and (he
2,60,899 and tha¢ of the R -} 'Sllchdl‘_thc non-Muhammadan population jg
of the Population ofe uropeans is 25( only. I have given the numboap
figure we shall haye toé el ~uropean cormmunity as a whole. From this
the £ Xclude those Europeans Who are n ot in tea-gardens,
gure will be |ess, I tried my level best, Sir, to obtain

information as tq what 5 : ;i d s
of the Local Boards of Alslslmmt p* Paid by the Planting community to each

am. I looked into the a2 al reports ol Lang
Revenue 2'111111? thefLocal_Boa:rds administration, but I'I::llﬁinnot Ig)et af e
mation. € Information is curiously a sealed book to us |
Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: we . provide you Wwith the
jnformation,

P
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- y : Tr a reply given by the
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Irom a reply gi )
”“Il'l:l::ll(lihivl' Minister to a question of my hon. friend Srijut Sar\cswacrl'
Barua I found the amount that is paid on account of the Tea Cess Roa

Fund by the tea Planting community is :—

Rs.
Lakhimpur 3%,400 a year.
Sibsagar 35,000 a year.

“ 23,000 a year.
4,000 a year.
200 a year.
]‘:;l"lr“!) “an ..‘ ) 1’4010 ;1 year.
The above figures are average of 10 years from 19...; t?d 5;?3 ek e
'I'lll; hon. members know that the l'(ll(‘.-Of I'ca Cess .0‘13 ;‘m[‘ l}s j\lna‘m
. acre minus the amount of local rate paid m}(lcl section 3 of o t.:nes ss
Local R \ i Roughly the tea Planting community pays 5 annas
Local Rates 1\(-guluuml_- '[‘\( -C, . Road Fund. If 5 annas per acre yields
: . iess : .
er acre on account ol ca Lt ) : : '
5{‘ 35 hen 3 : as per acre will yield less than that.
$.35,000 then 3 annas p

. ) ay I correct the hon. member,
-. F. W. HOCKENHULL: May . :
- M;.‘ F. W e separate accounts and one has no connection with
Sir 2 These two are separate ¢

|lu' (ll]'l(‘l'.

Srijut LAKSHESIVA'ﬁ‘iFO‘{TEIOJ?:{ ;dministcrcd by a separate body.
paid to Local Board. s

The Chairman cannot touch a single I)mlotlio::“iss- Cl(‘gld];lycdthgoht)l?glﬂg::zsl
>aid under section 3 of the Local Rates Regu ol - ‘ti he

I v Therefore I beg to submit that on this proportion the amount
::{:1](; (::) l],{‘htf;:;g:{s Loé?tl Boards will be less than the amount paid for Tea

e ad Fund. ; '
i SSI\I;OJCIFFU‘:: HOCKENHULL: Would you mind telling us where you
I. . 2

are ing from ? -
= quo‘t.ln;:, I1;.;1(5][-1;[3SVAR BOROOAH: I am quoting from the Assam
G *'Sn‘]‘lifovcmbcr 24th, 1937, Part VL 'l'llqse figures were S}{PPHQC‘1 ..bY
ch'”"ng’blC Chief Minister in reply to a question put by my friend Srijut

Samf\?;arllfarwf HOCKENHULL : Thank you,

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Now, Sir, from this we gather
thai ]0&];1] rates paid under section 3 of the Local Rates Regulation in
tl-:: districts quoted above would be much below these figures quoted
against each district. :

‘Then coming to the amounts that are realised from the districts of the
Assam Valley, we find from the Annual Report of the working of the
Local Boards for 1936-37 that the income of the Lakhimpur district from
local rates is Rs.1,44,108  The local rates realised ip Sibsagar district
is Rs.182,783.

The Homn’ble I_{c‘{. J- J. M. NICHOLS.ROY: Are the figures
given for the whole district or the Local Board arca ? I have gotiithe
figures for each Local Board area.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: "This figures are for the whole
district. As I said for Darrang the figure i Rs.1,12,187, for Kamrup
Rs.2.10,738.

From this we find that although the Planters of Lakhimpur district pay
a local rate of Rs.34,000 or less out of g income of Rs.1,44,108, those of the
Sibsagar district pay less than Rs.35,000 out of Rs.1,82,783, those of Darrang

Darrang
Nowgong
Goalpara

This Tea Cess Road Fund is not
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district pay Rs.23,000 or less out of Rs.1,12,187, thass of Nowgong
ICSS th:ln RS.“;,“”” out Hf l{_‘ :;“,"U'l .;1,(:, ;E_n i 11 i':._“‘:“-‘.‘ l'i,:'.!.‘l:. s;-_-_'_ I-:_' 1‘1||“
Local Boards 1s much higher.

"! T.I'i’" Iiu ,'.i

of Assam

Sir, T have given a rough idea about population an
rates paid by the Planting community in each of the districts
Valley. _

I now propose to read from the table showing
allotted to various communitics in the Local Boards of
present Act.

the number of scats
Assam under the

ts allotted to

......

Muhammadans

District _ Tea planters Non-Muham
madans

Silchar 7 7 3
Hailakandi 5 5 6
North Sylhet 4 1 12
Karimganj - . O 8 0
South Sylhet 6 1 7
Habiganj ... : a 4 10 11
Sunamganj 0 8 10
Dhubri 0 12 0
Goalpara ... 0 8 -
o o
Gaubhati ... 9 16 &
- - J
Barpeta .., 0 11 5
Tezpur ... O 11 9
Mangaldai 6 12 2
Nowgon ' o B
o gong o 5 10 5
ibsagar ... 7 11 9
J(rhat e — 6 11 -
Golaghat ... i
: 6 11 2

Dibrugarh 1
North Lakimpur T 0 .
6 10 2

m th(" ~

thftr(:hc TCPs:C§?ﬁ:2’t§2§ 2{91’1}. mf_mbr;rs will undu‘uht'cdly d'raw the conclusion
sedlly high wand inequit the Ilan_tmg_commu_mty i various Local Boards is
| superioriy ovous?h considering their undoubted economic and
heavy weightage.  Sir itc'r ‘e rural population of Assam. They cenjoy
welshfage £ Vatious rés the _principle laid down in Parliament that
Firstly, on account of elf);o sentative }.md‘u:s are given on two conditions.
tellectual inferiority, 1y .H(;_n‘uc inferiority, and secondly on account of in-

‘ven certain weightages 1 o LIS reason that Muhammadans have been

1V T thE Plant: 8€s 1In certain provinces. I submit, Sir, an average
voter Of. ural conslll']g COMmunity js head and ears superior to an average
yoter ol r ltuencies of Locg] Boards both intellectually and economi-

cally-

: district pay
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Sir, in consonance with the letter and spirit of the Constitution Act,

I have restricted the population of the Planting community to Superinten-
dents, Managers, Superintending Medical Ofhcers, Assistant Managers and
Engincers of tea estates. It was contended that the tea Planting community
should include the labourers ; in other words, labourers should be allowed
to be represented by their employers. I submit, Sir, that this most un-
natural principle of representation of labourers by employers was in vogue
in the Assam Provincial Council under the Montague-Chelmsford Reforms.
But as this system of representation was condemned by the public the
Government of Assam in its recommendation to the Indian Franchise Com-
mittee rightly urged for a change of the principle of representation of‘laboyr
by the employers, and this is how the Go\'crn‘mcnt of Assam expressed its
opinion to the Parliamentary Committee—'‘The representation of labour by
one nominated member, who has in practice been an employer, 1s admitted=
T he Government of Assam would welcome some method

ly unsatisfac ory. : . 1d
by which at least the stable labour population resident on tea estates cou
obtain the franchise, and be given effective representation 1n the Legislative

Council.”” This, Sir, is the opinion of the Government of Assam to the
Franchise Committee, and in view of all these things no one having any
elementary idea of constitution would favour the idea that labourers should
be represented by employers. -

I have explained already why I have provided that the area OCCLEPECd
by the tea Planting community should be left out of consideration in giving
representation to them.

:I'h(: second provision of my Bill is this that the Indian Planting com-
munity should be given separate representation. Under the present Act
there is no provision for this. The Indian Planting community represents
a Jarge section of the general Planting community, and according to the
Government Report on Tea Culture for 1936 that I have, we find that out
of 1,103 gardens 335 are owned' !)y Indians. "Their place in the general
Planting community is not negligible, and therefore it is in the fitness of
things that they should get separate representation.  As I have already said,
I have had a sad experience of the attitude of the Planters to the general
population in matters ol primary education and villge sanitation, village
communication and other measures of improvement and I keenly felt the
necessity of removing the over represcntation of the Planting community,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Your experience of what djs-

. )
t“(:tS;rijI.n: LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Lakhimpur.

I did not however off-hand want to thrust my opinion on the House at
the beginning and I move for circulation of my BIill for CliCiting abliz
opinion. In pursuance of that Government has invited public opiniog d
1 am glad to say that a large volume of public opinion is it Ek o ,fan
Bill. Going through the opinions we find that 54 associations and ,odmy
duals have given opinions, and many of course remained — 13 gﬁ
not express any opinion. Out of that 29 associations gave their and di
on my Bill, and I say for the edification of the House that 26 o t_Oplmon
of £9 have supported my Bill, and also 12 individuals, of which 3 1a 101;153 ?lit
are in favour of my Bill. Of the associations that gave their are officials
favour, the following deserve mention, viz, ;— Opinion in my

1. Assam Valley Indian Tea Planters’ Associati

2. Surma Valley Uni.ted Indian Planters’ Aisié&r;;ffgaz' 3
3. Surma Valley Indian Planters’ Association—Page 4 s
4. Indian Tea Growers’ Association-—Pagc 4 ciad
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The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY* : My | ask whether
tl‘u: hon. member has seen the opinion of the Association of which Mr B
Gupta was Chairman ? )
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Yeo. At fia
ﬂdvcrsc_(,pm,(,n, but afterwards he revised it.
5. General Secretary, Indian Planters’ Astociation -Page 4.
6. Jorhat Sanjibani Sabha— Page 6.
The then Hon’ble Sl‘i_iul Chandradhar Baruah. nominee of Goverr

...... NeTInet
O.rAssam to lhc Rf)llnd 'l‘itl)!(f Conference the Secretary of this Assacia
tion,

(. -S_ccrclary, Muslim Association, North Lakhimpur—Page 10,

8. St:(‘rc:tary, Anjuman-i Islamia, Silchar—Page 11,

9; S'C(:rct:lry, Cachar Jana Sabha—Page 12.
his 0pir:io(:1l{pm at fi!:.*%l gave an ."uh'r-rtr' '.»p'nni:.z:. but afterwards he |':ll.|!.|',’f"‘!

and was in favour of my Bill. The report “Considered

Z%Iilt‘zltlhe é\s.!.!zlm Local Self-Government Amendment) Bill, 1937, intro-
o8 0¥ orijut L. Barocoah, and also the proceedings of the meeting of the
mmittee held on 26th September 1937, and the opinion of Srijut Bepin
andra Bhattacharjm-,, member of the committee in this connection.
Resolved that the clause 4 of the Bill be so amended that in allotting
2:3;?:1)@5:‘3“0{“1(: p]arzt%ng {T(;]nlnunil_\‘ or for the matter trihi_ll.:t all (nun“““i‘.
ortyith 1] Cr'cnt localltl'cs, the Local Government shall take into considera:
; Clastc occtl rates paid by the respective communities.  And further
b E{)]t])rt.on of the proviso of clause 4 of the Bill providing
otted t
approved with
which the

iHII
that
i 25 per cent.
0 be filled in by the Indian planting community, be

the Ing e 18 any Indian estate, should have at least one seat allotted 1o
A“‘a“ Planting community”’

the 19 i;éli(‘:,iadbo‘l’c notable Associations are in favour of my Bill, and out of
commend thl'l-a opinions three are (,plmrmslof oflicials.  With lh‘f'su words
t0 a select ¢ Is motion for the acceptance ol the House that the Bill be sent
cen assuregrtnhmutcc c0n31§tmg n! l.hc gc-_ntlrm;..n I h‘:\v(_: n:nnvﬂ- We . have
remove al] th at the Hon’ble Minister is coming hn;w;n'('_l with a Bill to
Provisions. | €se inequities and if the Hon’ble PVI]IllSl('I"S Bill contains these
» 4 BIve my word of honour that I shall withdraw my Bill. 1In

1ce cj |
itae erllmstances, i appeal to the House to accept my motion and send the
0 a select committee,

brin han Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: May I be permitted (o

& 1o your notice, Sir, that I have been requested by several Lop

; say that they would like to acdjourn the House at 4 p.m. evero

ay "]lulit *3}31 we have been doing for the last two sessions ? : VEry
e’ ; - J 1 apey .

ther it 1. thon ble the SPEAKER : 1 am also considering the point whe-

e desire of th ! jegd Rty
(Crles of Yes,_yg_;)_ ¢ House to adJoum L p.m

cour : _ . . T :
and we sat tilslesg,%rmg the last two days there was a special kind of business

e p.-m. on the first day and (ill 5 yesterday. Since it is the
S”Rj‘i.f t}]];Ag;J;l[SC, we can adjourn at 4 p.m. to-day. ’
every day & ANATH MOOKERJEE: Why to-day, Sir

. g;;ﬂ?tbG?\?]N?TH BARDQLOI: May 1 be permitted to say only
this mattery ﬁYO protest against the majority decmlpn (_)f' the ‘Hou§e in
o : » when we have seen that very little time is left for discus-
sion of non-pfﬁmal business ? ‘I his year so far we have had only two sessions
the first session being in February. In the last session we were given only
six hours’ time for non-official business. In this session we have 6} days.

; why not

*Speech not corrected.

this proviso that any Local Board within the territory of

S 3

smad

.

- S g
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We, therefore, feel Sir, that if this limit is made universal for all days, that
will to a certain extent curtail the privileges of the opposition. I will have
no objection to have these timings on Government business days, butso far
as private days are concerned, at any rate during this session, I hope we
may not be denied the usual sitting hours of the Assembly till the rule, as
vou have been good enough to suggest, is accepted by the House.
' The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. the Leader of the Opposition
perhaps wants to press before the House the desirabihity of sitting on
private members’ business days upto 5 p.m. I do not know whether the
House is agreeable to adopt his suggestion.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: We do not agree, Sir. .

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : In this session the hon. members may
realise that on the first two Government business days most of the time was
devoted to non-official business. The Gnvcrnmcnt_ business on _the first da
took not more than two hours and the rest of the time was available .wholly
for non-official work. In the s:unclwn}' on the second day the entire day

-as practically devoted to private business

by - K;:tﬁz:u;(;t; PRON!IODE CHANDRA DUTT: No complaint !

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAA].)ULL.Ag
Moreover as you know, we have _al§0 resolutions put down for consideration
on Government days time permitting.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Everybody desires that we
should adjourn on all days at 4 p-m. . . . 3 by the }
: s PEAKER : The point raised by the hon. Leader of
the g}?i)?{?(;\bii—erg:ﬁ\-‘sm be considered. Bl{'i. h?:;lf'n'lgd' rega}*d to the fact
that the majority of the hon. members are d‘tz.‘:il_lou 1’01“ {Lourfnlng- the House
at 4 p.m., I am willing to accede to that du_,ulc. e ¢ ufqlc, I v&vot}ld
like that the hon. the Leader of the House mig at i ‘t — gufb,tlon ~of sitting
hours into consideration in al]ontil]g_days I.Ol ﬁ%mﬁcﬁ:&els business. ’
The Hon’ble Maul:::llvi Isa:Yld Sir D SAADULLA :
PRS- o _ ider that. .
VCIYI\E;EI’aSJiI’ T]XIIL}E*]&I;OI‘}%D'{N AHMED : Sir, yesterday the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition said, and you also agll:e(;d" ?—1{’ that proportionate
representation should be given to cach party ol this — e
The Hon’ble the SP!E‘,AKER; The hon. Leader of the Opposition
: is mmotion as yet.
has lll&;fj;gl‘ﬁn ﬁ:ﬁi:ls\]UDDlN A}HMED Yesterday, I mean, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member may deliver his

speech and make his point. It will then be up to the hon. Leader of the
vl fe to 1t.

OPPR’;I;‘;’II;:E ;;%NuDDIN .AHMED: Yestqrday it was agreed that

each party should have PI'OP?"U,OTMC representation on these Committees,

but I find that the hon. movgn_ot the motion v_vho belongs to the Opposition

party and whose agreed opinion 1s proportionate representation has not

given any amendment to that effect.

Myr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : There was no time.

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOL: May I reply, Sir ? The motion is
before the House and the Committee may be changed cr altered according
to the principle-accepted. I have nothing to say to that.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : It is the duty of the hon. -
mover to give amendment to that effect.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NlCHO_LS-RQYz Sir, on behalf of the
Government, I beg to oppose this motion. The reasons which I have
stated for opposing the otaer Bill on account of the fact that Government is
2oing to introduce a comprehensive legislation which will deal also with
these questions apply to this also. T may say at the begirning that in that



230 PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS [7T4 Sep.

tation to the Indian planting community too. But the ba { tep
tation will not be what the hon. member is proposing.  There must be
basis on which such representation should be given.
Rai Bahadur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTI : Thatis the rul
The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That i+ 11 :

Bill which we are going to introduce we propose to give separate renreaen.
' _ ; n

Sir. In his Bill the hon. member says that the basis should be  two, one i
the payment of local rate and the other is population, and the mean betwer,
the two. In his definition of population he has limited it o \'21"'!I-:g"r'--
dents, Engincers, Assistant Managers and Medical Officers in the e.'-“
gardens. That is where we greatly differ. |

We must consider well what should be the appropriate  basis  four
representation. Some of the members of the Indian planting "r:h:i‘.";:.;‘.:‘-;

have alreary said whatever basis is taken for the general population i st
be taken also for the planting community.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : We cannot follow  the Hon'hle
Minister.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Am I speaking 4,4
low, Sir ? 1 am very sorry. But I thought I was loud enough.

I said that there must be some basis on which we can give these repre-
sentations. Should the representation be on the ‘l;,nls of local rates, on
the basis of area, or on the basis of population of tea gardens, or on all
these factors taken together ? T'hat is the qll""“"'“)_‘]““ """.” be dealt with
by our Bill. We are against the principles ol this Bill. \’::r' are against the
definition of the word ‘population’ s is dr{mvrl in “)]1"- Bl \\(?
against the principle of fixing an arbitrary figure of a9 pereent. fur Indian
Planting. We must have an equitable basis. I hat i the reason why [ gay
that there is no use of sending this Bill to Seclect @ ymmittee. The whole
question will be discuss=d when we bring forward our Bill, and we shal
consider all those points which the hon. mover has stated.

In order to clear some of the statements made by the hon. mover of
the Bill I must go into figures. He has given certain figures and he  has
tried to prove that the previous Government which fixed this representation
of the three communities—the planting, the AI“I“lmm‘-ld"Lf' ““‘_1 non
Muhammadan communities—by rules under the Act, had done it a bitrarily
or without considering the proper basis on which it should be considered.,
1 do not know, Sir, what the rcasons were, but they were fixed by a notifica-
tion that was issued in the year 1920. But when [ examined the ﬁgur«-s of
local rates, population in the planting area, and also the arca I find that
the figures are not very much different. I will just give an instance of the
Dibrugarh Local Board, over which there has been a great d’-‘fll written in
the press as well as spoken of by several gentlemen inside  this House and
outside. The figures are these—in Dibrugarh, the planting community,

ay Rs. 51,007 as local rates, when all the other communities pay Rs.60,967.
This comes (O 3_-130‘1‘5 49 per cent. paid by the planting community. I must

oint out to tl}ls Hqusq that, when my friend the mover of this Bill made a
specch in moving his Bill, he was labouring under a misconception.  He did
not know the facts. These are his words. They will be found in the
Assam Gazelle of November 10th, 1937, at page 1445 in the procecedings of
the Assembly that was held ip September of that year.—“Further, Sir,
speaking of the local rates, (pe planting community contributes only
one-third 07 litile ‘;{U" that of what the non- Muhammadan population contribute,” .
He did mnot now the figures. He was under the impression  that
the plantmdg Comfﬁi“;%tv contributed only one-third of what the non-
Muhamma lantli)!?p Cg;m contributed, But that is not a fact. I'he fact is
that the Pl‘;"'.?e lf:zhe Oth:;ug‘ty contributes about 48 to 49 per cent., i.e.,
R5.51,607 whi Ommunities contribute only Rs.60,967.

e . 1
dl'e also

Pt T
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Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROODAH: May I know, Sir, whether this
figure includes the amoant paid on account of ths Tea Cess Road Fund ?
Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL : It does not include.

The Hoa’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Then, Sir, according
to the local raies th: planting community ouzht to gzt 14 m2mbers if there
arc 30 members in the Local Board and 13 members if there are 28 members.
That is th® position. Ifit is based on local rates the number of representa-
tion o! the planting community would bz large. If based on population of
the tea gardens, they will get 15 members out of 30. _

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Including labour population ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Including all the
labour population, inside the tea garden areas.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: May we know the population ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The population of the
tea garden areas is 2,76,380 and the population in other parts of the Dibra-
garh subdivision is 2,95,578. They are almost equal. The whole popu-
lation inside the Dibrugarh Local Board area is 5,71,958. \.Vhen I look at
thess figures it appars that the previous Government in_ fixing th:_ number
of planting members must have considered all these points accordmg_to the
I believe they must have worked on such a basis and

provisions of the Act. _ : A
That it seems to me, was the position

did not fix the number arbitrarily.
before.

Now, Sir, in order to fix the proportion for the futux_‘c we must take some
basis. But the basis of this Bill for this representation 18 faulty. The defi-
nition of population is very objectionable and that has been acknowledged
also by one association of the Indian planting community.

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: There is no provision for
labour representation in the Local Board.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: We can make it in

the Bill, Sir. .

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : Very big promise, Sir.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J- M NICHOLS-ROY: The reason why we
do not want to fix the communities by rule, as my hon. friend Srijut Siddhi
Nath Sarma wanted us to do when he was making a speech on the motion
regarding his Bill is because there must be communities that must be defined
or agreed upon by the Legislature. If the Government should choose their
own communitics, the Asscmbly would come up with an adjournment

motion (laughter)- So we do not like 1o take the responsibility to choose
the communities for giving representation to them. We want to mention
all these communities in the Act itself, so that every body will be safe under
the Act and will not be l:mder the mercy of any Government Ltha.t may
change the rules. Thatis the reason why we are not rushin to fi h}
number of representatives for the different communities % equircd by
section 4 of the Act. 58 reuuree T

I think I have made the position of the Gov
hope the hon. member will now see his way to -eﬁlﬁ;rtav:mgled‘i;til ai?'d h113

intends to do justice to all communities and” arriy : . Als
: . e at
which all representations should be based. certain principle on

As regards opinions I have already said that P ‘ ‘e
this Bill. Some of the opinions are 1t very tra?t?;léllons '12_1;-1? (.ilVIdedh or;
due to the fact that those who have given these Opiniz'ns haltifel ] nﬁfr l?zl:d

sufficient time to properly scrutinise the Bill anq express their considered
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therre are SOr

opinion. - The opinions are divided no doubt, but I know

opinions, especially of those gentlemen wha have studied “he Bill which are
valuable. Some of them touch all the important clauses in it. I find that
the basis of representation in the Bill is not equitable. Therefore Sir, 1

oppose this Bill.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: May we get the figures for othes

Local Boards ? ’ -
(No reply )

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSE T » Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is
to_thc House by what has been written in the Bill and by what has been
said b'y the hon. mover that it is his intention to limit the definition of the
masl.'ltlng community so that it can only include Sup=rintendents, Managers,
HiRiy he Enginecrs and Supervising Medical Officers. Not even one as

gs' tY placed on what for convenience I call the Junior Staff as the
e t(l)sf?n; Mc}dlcal_Ofﬁccr who is‘alsn a member of the - planting  community

Fn a place in the community,
nity a-'lin;i)h(cllt-:’ﬁtn}::j arca occupied by the interests represented by the commu-
most unrcasonablm iy B"”,‘S to be entircly neglected.  Surcly that is a
taxes paid by th Ccand original proposal. ‘The proportion of local rates and
ok az;d :}:1 ompanies whl(_'h.lh:_; communities represent is not to be
representation ; e well accepted principle that taxation should carry with it

Lpresentation is to be annulled. The hon. proposer proposcs to irclude
only such local rates and taxes as arc paid by individuals of the community
?’nd not by the inte_rests which they r(:prc_c;;:nt_ These proposals are 1an-
ﬁagg;);;t to the entire abolition of I‘()pr(:sf;n[;l'irlu of tea gardens on lLocal
cent.%ctsg%lg?ﬁr Sgo(ﬂ furthr.r_. He secks to ff”l])il'if}.‘l”},’ allocate 25 per
sideration Whatevc;-g cth to Indian Planters w:thout rr'f_c‘rr_'n(,'cz to any con-
European SUPCI'Visi' da matter of fact the number of tea gardens under
ship. It therefor (}n“m Assam is greater than those under Indian owner-
¥ Preponderate o:erotho.v}s that th‘C European Community would nuinerical-
Proposed basis for cq] (f ndian Community as defined in the Bill. The
entirely anpyl Plant‘cu ation of the Planting scats on Local Boards would
nothing than js wh tlng Iepresentation of any kind, and 25 per cent. of
said, the Emnulmt:nztl }‘ndlan Plaming interests woulld have. So, as I have
i have dealt wit(I)l tc;lur representation is the primary object of this Bill.
tion of the Planting comc material grounds for considcration for represcnta-

come to another aspectm‘f{mty which thg hon. mover has proposr‘:d. J\faw
Provision is made in the ol the case which is recognised and for w}n.r.h
of the cxisting Act. Survxlrords. “among other things” in the present proviso
large sums of money whie]y’ Sir, among other things must be considered the
thc_!'. f_rom the PaYmectl the tea industry devote cvery year apart altoge-
medicines, fanitation :.1 of taxes on’account of road cess, drainage,
always been ready 4, Primary education—the work which Planters have

S : and no =
and as Fiduciary Agents W are still ready to do as members of Local Boards,

I have said, this Bj| a

. 1
quiic Clcat

Of'entirely annulling the re Ppears to have been drawn up with the object
nity. If that is so, it tris Presentation of the Indian Tea Planting Commu-
House of the record of S);rv.e well to remind the hon. members of this

'C¢ which this industry has rendered to this

province. Nearly hund,

rivers of this province toeod Years ago pioneers came by country boat up the

establish what are now thepfn earqat was then impenetrable jungle and to
€a gardens of the province. I claim that the

tea industry in this province h
— a . .
it is to-day. Because the indigznbeen responsible for making Assam what

Ous people of the province were cither

7y

B
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numerically insufficient, unwilling or unable to Cultiva.tc the gardens, the
industry imported labourers from other parts of India at a great deal of
. There are over 6,00,000 of such labourers at work to-day all

(".\'l')('IIS{'- oy s
. and some million souls are depend-

contributing to the prosperity of Assam
dent on the industry.

One million and six hundred thm!sand acres of the soil of this province
's under the administration of the tea industry.

There are morcover 6,00,000 retired tea garden labourers who haye
.rnment lands in Assam. T'hese people all pay revenue to this

taken up Gove : O N e
province, and let me remind the House, they are here because we bl‘OUght

them herc anc

It is well known to this House what the tea industry has done by wa
of installing lmspiluls, anti-malarial measures, welfare schemes, contributjon
y in countless other activities for the good of the Province.

to charities and 1 ! i s -
Of even more direct benefit to the province I want to point out that in some
Local Boards about 49 per cent. of the total revenue is derived from the

Planting Community.

1 for no other reason.

d a great deal more the hon. proposer wishes that
{ Surely such a proposal g N

House to

Against all this an -
our voice shall not be heard in local affairs.

thing short of scandalous and I call upon hon. members of this
reject this Bill here and now.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: M. Speaker, Sir, Irise to support the gy

sponsored by my hon. friend Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah  Sir, if | remem

ber aricht the area of land owned by the planting community will he s
5)51 ]ulllifs of bighas. If according to the area owned by the pla’:}:?rl:t

ation is to be given then for about 35 lakhg of b &
of land full of jungles and reserved for future cultivation, we wil] g‘i%bas
representation to the planting community for nothing. I woulq oy hmg
objected to give them representation for the area owned by the ave
those areas would have been inhabited by human beings. Two-th; ]
the area owned by the planting community is inhabited by wilq an.mllids‘ of
tigers and jacki}ls' And in my opinion to give representation fo, ; als like
inhabited by wild amm:{ls will simply mean giving represcntation € area
tigers and jackals of the jungles, and I am sure my planting frienq to the
legitimately represent them in the local boards. $ cCannot

community represent

One thing which I want to bring to the notice of the hon
this House. Sir, on perusal of the Report on the workings © Memberg of
Boards in Assam, I have found that local boards predominof the Local
planting community spend _far less an amount for the spread at[.ed by the
For that I invite the attention of the House to refer to the w cl’(. edUCation_
Local Boards of G.oalpara and Dhubri. In these two localof) Ings of the
there are no planting members they spend about 40 per cent Ofoarc'ls Where
on the spread of education.  But’ on the other hand in the ,thelr-in_(:omc
predominated by the planting community sometimes over 50 Ocal boardg
the income of the local boa}*ds are spent only on roads, py Per cent, of
the advantage of the planting community. * Presumapjy, for

With these few words, Sir T support the Bill sponsor POr
Srijut Laksheswar Borooah. P 2 cd by ‘my friend,
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[TT18 Sey,

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Mr. Speaker. Sir. the

S
the discussion is whether the principle of the Bill is accepted by the House

So far as we have heard the Hon'ble the Minister for Local Scll-Govern.
ment he does not dispute the prine iple enunciated in the Bill. The sum and
substance of his argument was that as Government was going 1o sponsos
another Bill in the next scssion he is going o oppose it. It is one of the

main ¢ rounds of objection of the H. n'ble the Min ster for Local Self-
Government. Thay there has been an inequitable distribution of seats in the
local }Jf'ﬂFdS which rfrrluir(f=, r'""’d].”'sill=f‘5..l has net been denied.  From
what I have heard from the Hon'ble the Minister for Local Seli=Govern-
ment I think there can be no legitimate objection in referring the Bill to a
Select Committee, Of course, there have been other objections that the
distribution of 25 per cent. of ’|Iu: scats of the planting community to ['hr'
Indian planters is arbil_r;u}'. That is a question of details regarding the

])l“OVlSifmsof[he Bill which can be thoroughly discussed in the Select
Committee,

Now it has been argued from the side of the planters that they have
made many Important cc

ntributions to the development of this province,
Sir, I shall come 10 this point later. First of all, we must decide upop
certain qualifications which will determine the representation in the locy|
bodies in this province. These qualifications should uniformly apply to al]
concerned (Hear, hear), 1f payment of local rate is a criterion of represen-
tation then why should not the Zemindars who pay hecavier Jocal rates e
BIVEN proper representation on that basis 2 Why are they not given that
amount  of representation which the plzmting community get on account
ofthc:1r ]?ayment. of local rates ? There are a good m:ufy Zemindars in
the districts of Sylhet and Goalpara and elsewhere who contribute much

more local rate. To fix Tepresentation in local bodies on the tax qualifica-
tion Is a negation of dcmocracy

1 ia tl;)’c lf'lz?ot[?ulatlon 1S t_hc Jceniterion  to detgrmine representation then
Theylabofr N mgl COmmunity is procceding on 2 VETYy wrong assumption,
Population has not beep cnfranchised. It is only the super-

vising staff of the gardens whg } T
. 0 havye the > o o
they are entitled o get lave got the power of vote. That means

population hasg p wepresentation to the boards, Sir, the labour
constittencies é) VOtﬁS‘ ey have no chance to be returned from thejr
grievances hez;rd Loh e labg}“- population is debarred from getting thejp
supervising  staff f;;;l%h thcn: elected representative. How can then the
community ? Justily their claim for representation for the labour

Then, Sir, we
o : ;
many Zcminda’irs in thr?se tr(’ the question of area.  Here also there are good
o g OWHCI‘ISJ Ovince whe occupy far greater areas of land (han
These arc prohibiteq areay - At about the area in the tea gardens ?

hon. members knoyy that i 1 "llese are worse than excluded areas. The
but there is none ¢ €xcluded areas the Governor has full control,

o di
Spute the authorities of the tea garden managers.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MO

proper ty.

Babu RABINDRA NATY ;i ; -
argument is tenable, but it j ne‘l}e?laTgrﬁiiy ;f:c]);éitay family property your
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Then, again, Sir, these tea garden areas are, as Il‘ hnwi nlrcaccll:n S«'(l)ll?(:
yrohibited areas. If one has to cross to the nt.hv.r side o ’a l:.td garb; ped
| as indereo all kinds of humiliation. His u‘mhrclld has to be _shut,
h'-l.h m l'\-nl c-lJ up and he has to put up with all affront to the sense of sol.l'—
::!:I;,'.:-It,]. ;ir. wllmt is the contribution made by the tea gm‘ldt“_n plnn.f.lcrst. 1::
\;s:un. their contribution is a k_ick to our enlarged S]')!'(‘(?‘ljl,. t‘:n u:_?()ltl.lu Jps 12"
iq an abi nikal jao order of dismissal for employees. =11l}’(-“ L()l;!ﬁll mt mn'ul-tstor
sorts of humiliation to the Inhoyr:-rs wijn are (pllc‘ct(‘.;‘ }mn? K ljta}? ?{'1&011
-Imli.'t, under manifold temptations. l'.xplmt;ln(?nknf }‘1. )ml{ _dn lf!‘n ](lj‘ on
for all—that is their contribution. Do they t,h‘u; [E[ndt ti- :,.?:mbc;louno o
have Béen worth living, but for their tea ])ll:“,h‘(_h ? Ha : t](_i;l,‘ DERR G
gardens in Assam, Assam would have been far more covetable !
g

So, this is the contribution of which my tea gill‘({lCll,. r(I;IC!:It“l(S: l;"‘::clit.th'f{
that !)u!t]u' position of the tea g:u-clcn.. thcirn is nﬁ c[l?(l\uljgct:"tl- B;(n;"ds 'u;d
they are now holding the balance: n al ll"mcf-[tln- })1]'11“C0 (:f‘ )0\{-2:(‘ )
practically ruling the Local Boards by holding the bal: , I :

i .. prece oy ards has been framed sn mgeniously that in
g stitution of these Board: e s I
l rh(- ]Clonl“-[ Local Boards it is the tea garden representatives who
“] ‘:m‘\'[ My li: “!'n 1im‘it\’ So, Sir. the side to which tht;y woufld }]enclB th:]lr
determine the m: y. 90, i . stration : srds’
support would get the upper lmn.d in tllu ad::nil:iut)llgr'ﬂ)le Om tul:“ f-\ol?; gt
. I.I . s sir. and this has »ecom LIS 1 f O
Lhis i3 the position, Sir, -ell-connected by communication. The con.
all the tea garden areas are w M th ior i
l"' is onaintdi »d at prohibitive cost and almost 1¢_major portion
nfr;c.-.;on 1S m.nlllurtuné t(; Local Boards goes for communllcatlon In these tea
of the grant allotte LOC: 5 : A
arden [';u'c'ls Sir, here in this Assembly, we ll\]TaVL qc?tl OCILY 8 or9 I;l_inopean
& H das. . . - oI b
:gncml)crs to represent the planting ”“C“'ng: . ZI\; ki e,?ndn hz:)ld'mc]rse IOf
108 they are only 8 or 9 still they are ellec e B @ b Ing the
balance. So ifin a House of 108, 8 or 9 Europtan mem €rs are consi-
)ln anl(,{;. tim Britis‘h Parliament suflicient to represent the planting Interest
gy ; . . Qi B
(v(i:;(sho):ﬂd not that proportion be followed even in Local Boards :
\!

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Itis not their fault,

RAB NATH ADITYA: Isay that even if the numbers
£ tlnal;;nin ;zggéts be reduced in the Local Boards, they will be able
o ;}? e sl goml-o] their own interest in every case. They are far better
to e ecntl\(t: 3’1 fin many of the rural represcnta.tives_ in Boards and as such
;Eé:.;t(;q ?1?) f‘e]z:f of their interest being jeopardised in any way if_the repre-
qentati‘on be minimised to some ex_tent.. Tl}en comes the Jquestion  of the
;*epresentation of Indian tea planting interests. The TIndian
no doubt form the minority among planters and as such som
must be given to them. From the reports as to the number of
held by the Indians we find that the claim for 25 per cent,
Of course, that point, as I have already said, may be .
in the Select Committee. But thq necessity for readjustment of seats has
not been denied from any responsible quflrtt‘:l‘ angl as such there is no harm
if the motion is supported by all the parties in this House. Sir, with these
few words I lend my whole-hearted support to the Bj] moved by my hon.
friend Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah.

tea planters
€ weightage
the gardens
IS not unjust.
discussed threadbare

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL : _ Mr. Speaker. Sir.
svar Borooah moved this B"lll for circulation we fr
would welcome its circulation for two r

When Mr. Lakshe-
ankly told him that we
casons—first because on that occasion
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he was unable to express himself clearly a4 14

and secondly because those who are interested in [ewis!

be able to analys: his proposals and thos- erir

House. Nine months hav.- elapsed <inece thar 1 indd tn-

mov.r of th~ Bill has quite  explicitly told s J s B

in fact an attempt to reduc - by any means t ; 1t

Local Boards. Now, Sir, I would like to point out 1o this House that Furon
members of the Local Bords are there not to voic- tl »ar I

of course, do not subscribe ananna to the Loecal Board: £ prosenta-
tion were given on the basis of Furonean rosidents in the dists

would not b= 4 single representative in the Loeal Boards Ny e EU
side of the House has ever claim ‘d that the Furopran representativ o are

fhf? Lf)flél] BUELI‘(]S l)"(‘.:trl'-." of the numh-~r of Lur »;; an 'F:l"'.' repre 1 I'h
contribution of nearly 50 per cent. of the local rates in the Dibrugarh Lo al
Board and about 40 iu'r cent. in the Silchar Local Board is made not by th
Planters nor is it paid by th~ labourers or the staff, but it is paad by
Industry. So I am at one with the memb r of the opposition who
that some basig of representation must be foun 't for them. My obj-ction is

that at present we are playing th: gam=: according to crtain rulss and in
IhC mlddlfﬁ of f.h" game \\'i‘lh(};.lf (‘u:l‘.llilillg’ us he [Jll-"-\ o1 \-.-,l.rtl S IMTasure
which ol the ritles. Thatis aone of the reasons whv we are appo 1Ny
this Bill. We have mentioned in this House over and over aain that the
reform of the Local Self-Gov rnment Act 1s overdue and  th re will
opportunity of doing this when the Hon'b) - Minister for
mcnt‘mtr-)dl}(b:s his measure.  One reason we have for opposing this Bill
that it contains no principle at all  In the Statement of ( )hjects and Reasons
h:: says “whercas a fair and equitable distribution of seats '.'wnrm:,{ the diffe -
:":1:][:—;(;:;bf;()r;sa?]]z]‘(]ﬁ;(,rrllm““l“,H n .]h:- ]_,”(:,(] .B(');U'(l.‘; ill ”l-. ])].I)'\'ill(:" of :\l.-..llll
Sr:]f-Govcrnm(-m /{ that p(ur_prw- 1t1s expedient to amend the A-‘:-‘““’ Local
rent Acts and i) A"{t of 1 )i,:f ;}:’; subscquently ;-.mr'nr‘{* dup to 1926 by - diffe-
equitahle distrily f.Ct 1 0of 1928, In the words of the mover a fair v
fiabl . Yution means adequate reduction of planting Hlt'..ll‘l])"i'ﬁ. We
‘ ailed to find oug ghe rcason and I am equally sure he has failed 1o (o))
us the veason. Those who have got the copies of the opinions expressed on
the Bil] will have their views. Il(lf) not propose to trouble the Hous: with
a long catalozue of quotations but I would like to m=ntion just one which
comes from 4 respectable source.  “In my view th: Bill is founded upon py,
principle. It gales 5 population principle and propos-s a definition for (.
community which exclycn cveryone employed in the industry eXcept  he
managing staff  On the same e iple all Musalmans could e exe l
; . the s principle all Musalmans could he  exely.
O the planting community.,
Shrinking from such
payment of rates is take

The whol ject is : :
T pI‘OposﬂrOthofl))JC-CL 1S to rcducy the number of tea planting members and
e ¢en unable to find , logical or reasonable way of reducing,
so has fallen back oy , deviee wi: S o A
. e vice which lacks all principles”.  That is from
the Commissioner, Assam Vallev Divic : ;
Y — ’ 1 Valley Division, and that is the tenor of all (he
ogical and reasonable criticisms of the Bill.
I;Imiv, .?lr,dl wouldlllke to point out some of the misapprehensions whicl
i paiCAc e n? W}"lr.t}my (_I hope it has been inadvertently)  placed  before
the Housc.‘ n this question of Jgeg] rates the figures I have before me
are those of lecal rates ; the actual figures of local rates have nothing what-
ever to do with the voluntary contribution which the Tea Industry has

IJf' 1)
Local Seif=( TOVCTY -

18

to give

a conclusion, the

opposite principle of amouny of
.

SSeruste

=

8
¢
}

~y

1938.] PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS 237

taken upon itself to improve the roads in cvrmin} parts o'i' lll{"CO}xllpfy‘ llggl;lgh
the medium of the Tea Rate Road Tund. When 'l say that in t]ml ' 1 ln-l-
earh district Rs.51,600 is subscribed by the Indust_r? ;_113(111{5.6(1,“)‘(){ J\ 2( };.r
interests, he will see that at I:';ast we have some basis for ]l u pn..:c nt lti,l‘)lLSt.r‘l:
tation. Whether that basis is by common consent the l(&-.t one, at -ta_st we
= ‘n to argument, but bvf‘ora: we ‘mnkv any alterations surely we
lm; “111:("\- and the other communities which form Local Boards ought to be
OUTSCIVEeS «
consulted.

Then, Sir, 1 would like to point out 111:1t_¥_.oc:t! ‘Bolr)llr,ds '1ri -[lmt (_Iflitc i_n

o . category as those b‘_“h‘z‘:;, s‘ll(‘.l'l as this Assc 1}1 )', which are more
the e yaced in legislative work. Local Boards and similar bodies
!1-11“‘"”""_!‘\1 (i::Bth‘:‘ «:pclld?ﬂ?{ of moncy })ill'll.‘_s subscribed by Government,
. ‘”“l”]‘ & rely subscribed in their own vicinity, and not only do the plan-
but very farge £ - 1bsciibe their quota according to the present rates they do
ting crnmnuln‘llt} -;‘ the case of medical aid they ask for nothing in return. -In
more lll.'lll. t 1_~1‘«‘] n v ]m‘l only do they subscribe but th(.-,y themselves very
t"ic matter of s “_wj',h.l -antage of the educational establishments supported
varcly, if ever, ml“_ ..u \im (‘l:- matter of water supply the tea gardens them-
by the Local Boatds. 'l"his‘ is common knowledge, Sir, everybody knows.
other side of the House to say that we are a
of what is being done, is really not

sclves are self-contained. :
it ; and for our friends on the ot 1_1
very privileged community, in Spite
quite fair.

<on for opposing this Bill 1s that Qox‘crmﬂcnt itself is
QOur second reason for opf 9 On that occasion we s} li
ineing forward an amending measure. f e Slentin Shall at least
bringing a o of pxpressing OUr Views before that an"mndmg measure
have an opportunity ol €xj S od, it must be scutled b y
‘o massed.  If this matter is to be settled, 1t 1t J SvoAE DY agreement
B 1. ype that every commumnily will hn\(-‘ ; ]L] Ppportumity of CXpressing
;.md g IAH(I further the Local Board election has just taken place. There
its views. o, & terslency towards hasty legistation. We 1ave at least
is, i1 '”‘_“"-fli‘dgl‘ halt in which to deliberate on any measure of Local Self.
i }hubc‘nt 1;11611cllllelxt before the nex clccEmn. Let us take advantage of
¥ e . < % . Y 3
(;owt.nn’f ‘Qpiiut Lakshesvar Borooah :—Don’t fo1get_ the second Chambey
that time '\ ‘l, Sir. I come to another pownt, z.e., Indian Plantmg
\{, ();:"1\'(= never taken any exeption to the Indian Pj
LL (‘;.I Boards or any other Boards. ~The only crit
oce *

NG represen-
anting rcpresen-
ds. onl Cism  we have tg
tation on L sroposal mentioned in_ this Bill is that it is arbitrary. 1 Indian
offer to the | 25 per cent. of the planting community, theg surely that

f o represents & 9 . k
Planl",lg ltl)];]‘“gbﬁ”ure to allot to the Ind:at_l Plangmg Consmuency, If they
B AL TEAIORE D = S i surely 25 per cent. is unfair to them. they repre-

epr - 50 per cent. . .

ugiclsgl;)tcr ccl,?nt. that is the reasonable and  equitable hasis o, eépresenta-

se ‘ !
regarding which we

please (P
tation.

: We feel that is only a matter of detail, a matter
tion. - & - N 31 1 o
have no desire to raise any discussion at this stage.

My hon. friend Mr. A:ditya mentions the fact that ip his
wherever there is a large hua‘olieullr_elf‘-lllfllllt e flle Local Boay
disp sed to spend an unduc ?ropc}):tllc:n i 5 CUrdes o “Ommunications.
Wel!, in no Local Boar d}m t 11(: ;v ole P_ro»m}c(. lf‘- t!le plantmg community
in a majority and over tlef »}7 loLe pnlame’cc‘%dt 1y represent only 20 per cent.
ol the seats in aggregate 0,- tlfE[‘ loca ‘_hOdl S My reply to that charge is,
as they are not 1n @ I.najc_)}l 1_‘ty, 11 the other members of the Loca] Boards can-
not see eye to €ye with them concerning the interest of communications, the
remedy is in their hands.

experience
ds they are
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We feel, Sir, this is hasty and :
direct challenge to the Tea Planting Industry. We have

ed, no one in the House has been’consulted and
not very popular with th

. . : t 1 it is a
ill-conceived legislation. We feel

not been consule-
ve realize that we are
os¢ benches on  the riu,hl: If other ﬂr:i‘,w?‘(;,-;z:;
PlaYing thcir part in thc new RCfOr‘mS, we are P]-’l)'ll‘ls.f our p,;r: \t.s'hh. Home
10 assist. If circumstances so divige a Local Board or so divide
as to-make our

> at 15 not
pal't promincnt ﬁ(’lﬂ cvery section ui- Ihc !i()ll.v“ Ill
our fault, Sir, it would

g 3l § Government  wis
chu“ g ]trglC-ll,‘ Ir‘d.”v‘- (h]!‘ .:”- to urge ”l.ll

saved from defeat on the no-confidence motion by a single vote, ¢

the women of this province were

: ingl
esponsible in the person of their single
reprcse“‘atiVC, Miss Mavis Dunn,

We are here ¢
make thig proving

Prominence }, b
we 3 i

: s Reforms, Lo
0 take our part ynd to share in wn‘lkln.qn thf\n(l it ande
¢a better place for all of us to ]I.(‘kl e only say
¢cn attached to ¢ur share in that work,
T trying to g}

1 s 'ircu:nst.ll‘.('v:,,
share the hurdcn and that this is the force of ¢
-y &

ADJOQURNMENT

The A mb n g ¥ day, the gy
£ sémbly then adjoyrned till 11 a.m., on Thursday « )
september 1938,

Shillong:

A. K. BARUA,
The 281h Octob oy 1938,

Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.

.’

\
’\\\-‘."
A\
:\}L"‘!);
G.P. (L. A\ N
A.G. P LAy N, 165—126-2-11-193¢

e e ol



