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Proceedings of the Assam Legislative Council assembled

under the
provisions of the Government of India det, 1919.

--._"‘_"‘_———
The Council met in the Council Chamber, Shillong, on Friday, the
2nd March 1923, at 2 p.ar.
PrREsEwxT: g

The Hon’ble Rai Bahadur Nalini Kanta Ray Dastidar,
the Hon’ble two Members of Executive Council, the Hon’ble
of Education and 33 nominated and elected Members.

President,
Minister

PANEL OF CHAIRMEN.

Tae Hox’sik Tne PRESIDENT :—The following Hon’ble Mem.
bers are appointed to the Panel of Chairmen for the current session :—

(1) Rai Bahadur Amarnath Ray.
(2) Maulavi Rashid Ali Laskar.
(3) Mr. E. S. Roffey.

(4) Srijut Nilmoni Phukan.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

(STARRED QUESTIONS)
Basu HIRALAL BOSE asked :—

*1. (a) Are the Government aware of the poor quality and condi- Drigicne
tion of drinking water available in Mangaldai town ? mifga&al

town.
(8) If so, will the Government he pleased to state what immediate

steps they intend to take to improve the same ?

Tre Hon’sLz RAT Bamipun PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA
replied :—

*1. (a)=Government are advised that the w
not as bad as it looks and that it is difficult +

pelatable water in Mangaldai on account of +

ater in Mangaldai is

0 obtain a pleasing and
he soil,

(6)—The matter is one which should be dealt with by the Maneal-
dai Union. The Assistant Director of Public Health during his :isit
in March 1922 gave the Union  Authorities ceptain suggestions for
Improving the water-supply. It 18 10t known whet}er they have been
carried out. A copy of this question and angyer i) be supplied to the
Commissioner, who will he asked to ea]] the attention of the local
autkorities to the matter,

'3
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Bapv HIRALAL BOSE asked :—

Hoeadquar- % 9. Will the Government be pleased to state whether there ig any

Hoa tation truth in the strong and widely believed rumours current 1n. the district ,

of Mangal- that the headquarters station of the Mangaldai sabdivision will be
al. :

: shifted to some other place ? :

Tar How’sLe Mr. W. J. REID replied :—

%9 The Government are notlaware of the raumour for which there

is no foundation.

(UNSTARRED QUESTIONS) s

Dr. H. G. ROBERTS asked :+

Public 1. Ts it a fact that the reduction of the Public Tfealth Department,

gg‘aj';‘*}_ and its amalgamation with the ‘Medical Department is contemplated ?
Jgnts If g0, can all the papers relating to this matter, be laid mpon the

table, and, in any event, will this proposal require the consent of the
Couneil before it is referred to the Government of India 7

: '{'1313 Hox’sLe Rar Bamapvr PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA
replied :— :

1.—The question is under the consideration of Government, but
no decision has yet been reached.

It is impossible to say at present what precise action would be
necessary in the event of Government deciding to meodify the existing
arrangements.

Sruur BEPIN' CHANDRA GHOSE asked :—

ll_?eiggégt! r'lor 1. Xs 't a fact that the tensnts of the Bijni Raj in the Habraghat
certaln pargana of the Goalpara subdivision have vecently submitted resolu-
1;?;5332 in, thns to Government complaining of their long-enjoyed rights n

respect of certain forests in the szid pargana transferred to Government ?

pargana,
1£ so, will the Government be pleased to consider their grievances ?
Tur Hox’ste Mz. W. J. REID replied :—

Portizl;:-tﬁipresentations have been received from. certiain persons pur-

% oszl to 1:]; tena.nts_ of the Bijni Estate, and have heen sent for
Sp o the Commissioner, Assam Valley Division.
Seryur BEPIN CHANDRA GHOSE asked :—

increase 2. Will the Government be pleased to make provision in the next

r ar e 8 s % 2 o AT
grant for  year’s budget to inerease the existing Government grants to Muniegipali-*

un cipali~ 2. -
{"i“es ard ties and Loeal Boards of the province ?

Local
Boards.

i e -
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replied :—

Tre Hox’BLE RAT BAmapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA

2.—In the present finaneial situation it is impossible for Govern-
ment to increase the grants to local bodies.

Rar Bamapur BEPIN CHANDRA DEB LASKAR asked :—

1. 'Will the Government be pPleased to  consider the desirability of

revising the rules for the administration of Civil and Criminal Justice Civil and
i the Hill tracts of Assam ? Criminal

: Justice in
Hill tracts.
Tue Hon'BLE MR, A. MAUJID replied :— -

L.—Government have No present

i intention of taking up this
question.

Mavrav: M UNA‘WWARALI asked :—

1. (a) Are the Government aware that, after the passing of the
New Stamp Act, the non-existence, in many cases, of proper stamp Sieh
Papers (in single sheets) often puts the intending purchasers thereof to
ditticulty and compels them to buy those higher in value, to their
loss ? '

() Will Government please provide stamp papers (in single
shéets) of different value

S as required by tlie amended Stump Act ?
Trr Hox’siz Mr. W. J. REID replied :—

1. (a) and (5)—The Government realised soon after the passing
of the Assam Stamp Amendment Act, TIT of 1922, that Some Incon-
venience was being caused to the public owihg to stamped papers of
certain denominations not being available: Steps were taken to obtain

2 supply from the Central Stores and it is hoped that it wi soon be
received. In the meantime the new

_ Rule framed by the Government
of India, a copy of which is annexed, protects intending purchasers
against loss of the nature suggesfed.

€€ 13A.-——Notwithstanding anything contained in these rules when-
ever the stamp duty payable under the Act in respect of any instrument
cannot be paid exactly hy t that {he necessary stamps
&r'e not in circulation the amount by which the Payment of duby shall
on that aceount be in defost shall be made wp by tlie affixing of one-
anna and half-anna adhesive stamps, *>

Mavravr RUKUNUDDIN AHMAD asked e

L. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether there is
any foundation of the present rumour thyt Assam ig going to be ﬁ}mala;ama-
amalgamated with Bengal ? fon'g

Assam
; , Ith
. (8) If so, will the Government be pleased to eonsult the public Bengal.
opmion hefore coming to a final decision in the matter ? *
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Mz, A. W. BOTHAM replied :—

1. (a)—As far as the Assam Government are aware there is no
foundation for the rumour.

(5)— Does not arise
Mavravi RUKUNUDDIN' AHMAD asked : ==

s 9. Are the Government aware of the great hardships felt by the
:-'oaom for respectable witnesses awaiting the hearing of cases in Court for want
Witnesses of halls or rooms set apart in some of the Court houses for their rest

n Courts. =
! and recreation ?

1f so, will the Government be pleased to consider the desirability
of furnishing accommodation in such Court houses for the convenience
of respectable witnesses ?

Taeg Hox’sie Mr. A. MAJID replied :—

9.— Tt is understood that the Hon’ble Member suggests accommo-
dation for the better class of witnesses separate from, and superior to,
that"provided at many courts for witnesses in general. Government are
afraid that for some years their resources will be strained to provide
cuch additional office and court accommodation as is essentially necessary,
and they cannot undertake to consider the provision of accommodation
of this nature.

Mavravi RUKUNUDDIN AHMAD asked :—

3. (a) Are the Government aware that there are 3 quarters erected

9;:;:;??:,',3 by Government at Jorhat, Barbheta Agricultural Farms ?

Barbheta

D alculs () If so, will the Government be pleased to state as to when they
;_1;;5:_:1 B were erected by Government and at what cost ?

() Is it a fact that since the erection the said three quarters are
ly'ng unoccupied and vacant ?

serlcul- 4. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state when the gericul-
Ser S tarm tural farm at Titabor of Jorhat was established and what the capital
at TItaboT. eypenditure was and the recurring expenditure is ?
(8) Is it a fact that mulberry silk worm seeds were distributed in
the rural areas from this Farm ?
() If so, will the Grovernment be pleased to state if they made
any enquiry as to whether the silk worm seeds thus distributed were
successfully reared by the villagers ?

(d) If so, with what result ?

Medioal 5. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state if there is any
gchool at likelihood of the establishment of a Medical School at Sylhet in the
sylhet near future ?

g
“1

|

i
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(6) Are the Government aware that many students of the Berry-
White Medical School at Dibrugarh have heen compelled to stay outside
for the insufficiency of Hostel accommodation for Hindy and Muham- -
madan students alike ?

(¢) If 5o, will the Government be pleased 0 consider the desir
of providing accommodation for them by erecting temporary ho
houses or in the alternative by hiring private hous
separate Medical School is established at Sylhet ?

?,bilif}"
arding
€3 so long as ne

8. (a) Will the Government be pleased to lay on tl_le‘table a list of Names of
the names of the members constituting the Assam Valley 'l'ext—]}gok_ :;!ctr;:gers
Committee at present ? ; Assam

il
¥ 3 ) Will the Government he leased to state as o when they were Ti‘iﬂaook

, : I . the I :

appointed to the Committee and howy long their tenure of office lasts?  Committee.

(¢) If there is no specific time limit for sueh membersh

Government he pleased to consider the desirability of definin
limit ?

ip, will the
g such a time

7. Are the Government aware that the inmates of the Hostels j‘*?_;t:gsat
attached to the Jorhat Government, High School are Put to great G%VEm,.
Inconvenience for want of convenient water-supply ? Sensio

chool,
e desirability
ached to the

If so0, will the Government be pleased to consider th
of providing water taps in the Compounds of Hostels aft
Jorhat Government High School as early as practicable ?

TiE HoN’BLE Rat Bawapun PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA
replied : — : .

3. (a), (8) and (¢}—=The Hon’ble Membey is rveferred %
given to question No. 3 asked by Raj Kumay Chandra
the present session, The buildings ywere begun in 1990

L in 1921,

> 4. (a)—The Sericultural station 2t Titabar wag established in 110
beginning of the year 1920, 1¢ Dol-recurring expenditure ap-to dute
is Rs. 12,317 and the recurring expenditure ig shown below :—

0 the reply
Narain Singh at
and completed

: Rs.
1919-20 .. 307
1920-21 ., e 3,540
192 R m “ee 28 Moo
1922-23 (up to 31st January 1923) ... e e S ie ]

(0)—Yes, to a small extent.
(€)—Yes, enquiries were made.

(d)—=The Pusa seceds gave satisfactory results during 19
the stoppage of the supply from Pusa varions races o
reared at Titabar for geed purposes with very engoyy
beginning but subsequent broods showed sig
tion on account of which the suppl
to the necessity of hill-rearing in o

Of the worm were
o L A8 veylts ot the
S of disease ang degenera-
Y to rearers wag stopped. Thig Pointg
rder to raige o stronger rage,

e
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5. (a)—The Hon’ble Member is referred to the debates on the resolu- =
tion on this subject moved by Khan Sahib Alauddin Ahmad Chaudburi
at the last March session of this Ceuncil and to the statements made on
behalf of Government then. The position remains unchanged.

(8)—The reply is in the affizmative.
(¢)—A hcue has been hired at Rs. 45 per mensem for compouunder

students. R
Government are not in a position to provide {further hostel accommo- 3
dation at present,
. 6. f2)—The following are the present members of the Assam Valley
Text-Book Committee :— : ; #
1, Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley Cirele, ex-officio Presi-
dent. & -
9. Assistant Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley Circle, ex-offici0 : -
Secretery. :
3. Srijut Ramani Kenta Barua, Headmaster, Goalpara High -
School.
4, Maulavi Muhammad Ali, Deputy ‘Inspector of Schools,
Dhubri.

5. Inspectress of Schools, Assem,

¢. Srijut Haliram Das, Gouhati.

7. Rei Bohadur Radhe Kanta Hendiqui, Jorhat. 3
8. Mr. Devendra Nath. Bezbarun, Jorhat. .

(8) and (¢)—The members other then ex-officto meombers  were
appointed in Merch 1920 ond their tenure of office will I.st for three
yens, that is, up to Merch 1923.

Y __Mhe spnswer is in the negative. The inmates use a hydrent
which is not @t sn inconvenient distance. Tt is nevertheless desirable
that the hostel should have its own pipe-sapply. But this must waib

antil funds are more free than they are at present. "
Ra; Kuyar CHANDRA NARAYAN SINGH asked :—
Opening of 1. Will the Government be pleared to consider to open =it addi-
additional tional section $2 onch of clasces TIT and TV of the Jorhat Grf)vernment :
Corhat Go- High School te afford focilities bo young boys for their education ?
vernment
High
chool.
Shiliong 9. Will the Government be plecsed to state—
Lalry farm. . 5 % ¢ Aaom Eropm ©
U («) What benefit has been Jorived by the people of Assam irom the
Shillong Dairy Farm ?
(5 How m-my bulls and cows have been sold up till now or l(hstm-
Luted amongst the cultivetors of Assam ? I 805 with what :
¥l 3 T'\:':-\

TOLTL LB €

#
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[ (¢) What is the total annusl expenditure for the up-keep of this
| Farm ? And what are the total annusl receipts ?
3.- Will the Government be plessed to state— e O]
() What total expenditure was incurred in building the three i;ﬂrAlg mperi-
bungalows together with their attached houses for the Imperial t,ra; stafs
Agricultural staff near the Jorhat Farm ? 10 ey rea
-

(¢) Why are these bungalows kept vacant #ll now ?
4. Will the Government be pleased to consider the d

It carrying on at the Jorhat Farm along with the existing su

experiments with pulses, of which nearly £ of the total

esirabﬂity of Jorhat
garcane trials, Farm,

consumption of
| the province is imported ?
2 5. Will the Government be pleased to state— R
5 (a) The number and quantity of implements snd seeds sold respec- Seed
l" ; tively to actual cultivators

irom the Jorhat Seed Depdt Depit.
since its establishment ? .

(8) As 2ll the officers of the expert staff are concentrated at the

Jorhat Farm, will the Government consider the advisability of

w0 atteching the seed depdt to the ssme form to be managed b y
the Farm Mannger, di

ger, dispensing with the post of the officer-in-
charge of the Depdt ?

| 6. Will the Government be pleased to stote —

Startlnfg of

: . ddy farm

o (¢) Whether the proposed paddy farm ot Titsbor will he started g? Tléxbaér.
this year ?

() Why a farm monnger was appointed on the m-

Yimum pay of
thie Subordinste Agricultura] Service ?

(¢) What are his academical snd technical qualifieations ?

‘ 7. Will the Government be pleaced to state— Entomolo-
ical
H -{a) What benefit has been gained by the cultivators of Asel
Y having an Entomolo

Assom Ly Assistant.
gical Assistant for the province ? :
(%) How many years he has been working in this provinee ?
! (¢) Whether the Inspectors of Agriculture are trained in the
o Agricultural Colleges to combat with attacks of insectpest ?
: (d) “’ill. the Govern bility of abolishing
this extra ssistant in view of
the presen

ment consider the adviss
post of the Entomological A
t finaneisn] stringency ?

8. Will the Government be pleased to state —

{2) What benefit has been rendered to, to the
the Economic Botanist, appointed for ¢
Imperial Agricultural Service ?

(6) What is the nature of his work ?

() Will the Government be pleased to consigey the
abolishing  this post  in i

‘ advisability of
) View of tlg precent finanegial
J : stringency ?

peo

! Ple of Asgam by Economic
1e

Province, jip ) Botanist.
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tural sta-
tion at
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9. Will the Grovernment be pleased to state—

(@) What benefit has been rendered to, to the people of Assam, by
the sericultural station 2t Titabor, established 2 few years
2g0 ?

(%) Will the Government be pleased to consider the advisability of
abolishing the posts of the Superintendent and his Assistant
attached to the station in view of the present financial
stringency ?

Tre Hoxsie Rar Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA

replied :—

1.—The answer is in the negative. Two sections have alreedy been
er‘lro.lled in the classes referred to, end it is impossible in the interests of
discipline and good memagement t6 increase the size of the classes

~ further.

2. (a)—There is no dairy farm at Shillong under the manegement
of Government. The Hon’ble Member probably refers to the Upper
Shillong Farm which s an experimental station maintained mainly for
the trial and introduction of new varieties of potato and the breeding
of improved strains of milch cows and breeding bulls. The constant
demand for seed potatoes and breeding bulls made both by the people of
the plains and of the Khasi Hills, shows thet the people of Assem are
benefited by the farm.

(6)=—About one hundred bulls and cows have been distributed and
sold during the last five years. The fact that the demend for bulls far
exceeds the supply proves that there is a popular demand for stock reared
on the farm.

; (¢)—The total snnual expenditure and receipts, taking the average
of the lzst five years, ave Rs. 15,000 and Rs. 4,000, respectively.

3. (2)—The totel expenditure on the three bungalows amounted to
Rs. 64,330.

_(6)—The bungalows of the Deputy Director of Agriculture and
Agricultural Chemist are vacant because the posts are not at present
filled owing to financial stringency. The Economic Botanist will oceupy
his bungzalow as soon a8 the construction of the botanieal section of the
laboratory is completed.

__4.—Experiments on pulses are already being carried on at the
Jorhet farm, -
3 . . . .
T (@) —Complete information is not available. Sugar cane setis,
sagarceme mills, g7 boiling pans, pulses and other seeds were issued

from the D(}pﬁt and the Sale-pl'DCGE(]-S up to December 1922 amounted to
about Rs. 6,000.

h (6)~There is no permanent officer solely 1n charge of the seed
depot }V,hmh is ordingrily maneged by @ Superintendent of Agriculture
in addition to his duties of organising and supervising demonstrations.

E
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The Jorhat farm being situated in
for the location of a seed d
accessible to the public.

an out-of-the-way place is not suita?.ule
epdt which should Be in a place easily

6. (a)—The reply is in the negative.

(&) and (c) —The fm'm‘ Mmanager was appointed 4o arrange prelimi-
naries for the laying out of the farm a

nd has been tempomri]y deputed
to other work. At the time of his o

ppointment it ag hoped that the
farm would shortly be opened. The farm manager worked for gome

years on higher pay as Assistant Manager of the Kammp farm. AL
though he has no academical distinctions, he Possesses excellent qualifi-
cations for farm management and wag considered to he deserving of the
maximum pay of his new post.

7. (a)=—The Hon’ble Member ig referred
Agricultural Department where detaile
of the Entomological Assistant.

(6) —For about eight years.

(¢)—The reply is in the negative.

(¢)—Government do not therefore Propose to aholish the post of
Entomological Assistant,

1921 and it is a5

him.

8. {(¢)—The Economie Botanist joined the Provinee only in March
ye# too early to gauge the value of 4} work done by

" (8)=—The Botanist’s worlk 1s chiefly devoted to the breeding
lines of rice by means of

_ of pure

type selection, observation anq Comparisen,
and to type selection of Potatoes grown from seed at the Upper
Shillong Parm, :

(¢)—The experimenta] Work of the Economic™ Bot
be of the greatess value to the cyltiy

” e anist is likely to
ator, an over
Pose to abolish the post. : 1

ment do not pro-

9.7 (8)~The Hon’h]

¢ Member is |
the Department of Indug

: eferred 4o the reports  of
tries for the last

three yeapg where detail-
ed accounts of work  done at the Sericulturs] Station have heen
given, \
(2)—The matter i under

- Consideration in connect;, wi
general question of retrenchment, P o

English Schools of this Provinge ? I 50, wip) e 0 abolish tllze I\ﬁd&lg Apolltion
to state what steps will they + ke t o . ovVernmen oA nglleh

i L g ? Jnalke Provision for the English schools.
edebation ot Village boys where there is 1, High Sehoo] and for the
teachers who will thus be depriveq of thejr appointments ?
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PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA

=y

Tar Hox’BLE RAl BAHADUR
replied :—

1.—The answer is in the negative.

Srpur BISHNU CHARAN BORAH osked :—

consider the advisability of

Assistant 1. Will the Government be pleasel to _ '
£ Schools with a view to

{;?fsgce;?lgg[sss abolishing the post of Assistant Inspectress o
* minimise expenditure ?

l_T(‘IHE Hox’sin Rar Bamapuz PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA
replied :— :

1.—~Government are fully alive to the necessity for retrenchment.
The matter will receive due consideration.
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RESOLUTIONS.

SILCHAR AND JORHAT NORMAL SCHOOLS.

Rar Bamspur BIPIN CHANDRA DEB LASKAR :-—Sir, the
resolution that stands in my name runs thus :—

That this Council recommends to the Government of" Assam that the
Stlckar and Jorkat Normal Sechools (includsng the Gury
classes) be abolished with effect from the Ist April next,

The Hon’ble Members are aware that vhe Jorhat and the Silehar Trainfng
Schools which have three model practising schools attached to each provide for
the training of Middle anl Prim~ty school teachers, A normal school at
Gouheti had been in existerice from s long time before which it was

transferred to Jorhat in the yesr 1906-07 and the Silehar Normnal School was
opened in 1906 with a Guru cliss attached. Therefore these institutions have
been in existence for a pretty long time and these have been mwny changes as
to the period of training, curriculum, staff, equipment, buildings, including
the hostel accommodation, ete., to adept them to the special needs of the
Edueation Depoitment,  The initis] expenrlitu}'e tor sterting these institutions
and the subsequent improvements and espansions made from time to time
involved the Governm nt to substantial outlay and they are not being run on
economical I'ncs.  Though these institutions are fairly efficient and we are
intecested to sce the excellent work that is being doné there, the Local Boards
and the Municipal institutions ave practieslly in charge of Middle and
Primary schools have been unable to appreciate the advantages of ¢émploying
men who have been tra'ned there, no doubt owing to want of tunds, as they have
o pry more for the servieos of trained teachers than for those of untraned
teachers.  There are meny trained teachers or ex-students from thess institu-
tions who are without employment and the Eduestion Department has not
been able to solve the problem of giving employment to these people. Thus
there are moze ¢andidates for employment than there are vacaneies and the
nicessity for continuing these schools is no longer felt, The general feeling
is that the Jorhat and the Silchar Normal Schools are expensive luxuries
which the Eduestion Department can do without in the present conditions.
The Department itself and the Local Bodies are now faced with the difficulty
of keep'ng the existing institutions to thejr present. standard for want of
funds, and the money saved by the abolition of these institutions czn be better
utilized in financing the Middle and Primary schools. We are now conironted
with the difficulty of m iking attempts at combining parsimony with Progress
in every department and 1 think the Hon’ble Members and the Govern-
ment will agree to give up the idea of training vernaeular schoolmasters in
these Normal schools pending the remodelling of the whole educational
system in Asszm.

training

As to the training of tenchers We may revert to the old system of
monitory training or special classes in certain High and Middle English
schools which might be opened for the Purpose. T think this will serve well
the end in view pending the reorganisation of the educational system and
these two training schools be abolished immedigtely having regard to the
fineneial considerations, '
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i Hox’sie Rat Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA :—Si,
the Hon’ble Members must be aware that the Normal schools tram up
vernacular teachers for vernacular schools. These schools have been a
normsal feature of the educational system of this province, as indeed, I
believe, of every other province in this country. MThe Silchar and Jorhat
Normal schools have been in existence for the last 40 or. 50 years aﬂfl have
been providing teachers for the vernacular schools of various grades in this
province. The number of the vernacular schools would be over 4,0 00 in this
province and the numher of teachers required for these schools would be about
5,000 to 6,000. TFor the training of teachers for these teachers we have gotj
only two institutions, namely, the Jorhat Normal School and the Silehar
Normal School. 'Whether these schools have outgrown their utility 1s a
question which T submit is not very easy to =znswer. The Hon’ble Mover
of the Resolution himself admits that theré is a necessity for the tranng ot
teachers. 1If that is so T should like to knmow how that is to be effected.
He has made certain suggestions of opening certain classes 1n COII_DBGtwll
with the Middle Vernacular and Middle English schools. M. Cunningham
will probably be able to tell mus how that system would work. But
I thillk that some time ago this system was g]ven a lﬁl‘iﬁl in thls 1)1‘0\-‘111(30,
but it was not found to be successful. Government are however alive to the
need for economy. I lately visited the Normal School at Silchar and it struck
me whether the time had not come when we might consider whether under
the present conditions these schools were fulfilling the purpose which they
are intended to serve. At present the Government are considering the
question of their continuance or aholition in connection with the recommend-

ations of the Retrenchment Committee which sat in Bengal.

I would therefore suggest to the Hon’ble Member whether it would not
be better for him to wait until the Government has_considered the q}wsifm‘n
and eome to a decision, for the Fon’ble Members will realise that it 15 TELY

élifﬁeult [ dispose of a question of this kind off-hand in the course of a debate
in Couneil.

In view of the suggestion which T have just made to the I—Io_n’bl.e Mover,
I do not propose to go into the grounds which he has advanced n fovour of
his resolution. I would simply take the liberty of remorking that teaching

is an art which has to be learnt like any other art and that teachers are ot
born but made.

Skvr NILMONT PHUKAN :—Sir, as far as I was able to follow
the Hon'ble Mover of the Resolution, I understand that he moves this.
;%Sedutmn not on the ground that such institutions are not necessary but on
wellgsr;{:ln%hoi sheer economy. But economy also has its limit. If 16 c:rin b;
o ,ﬁ"ra_l?oets are born, the same thing could not be gaid safely o

in e ] educate propcr_ly
the wards in theirg 1s necessary for teachers if they aret]fg lagt quinquennial

eir charge. S X e :
e e Pu}ﬂ?"fﬁlgﬁsl'uclzti%ivel ?jnd that the village S%hool;’
' ) i < e i @ dire necessity &
this 'st-age of the society ine man and that his traming 1 |
requires training. In fact both the vi]l it and the o o
Education Department should have sz;nﬁg:ort “of training. As was rightly

master is a very responsil
our province. Our  village Pandit undovtbted]y
said by the Hon’ble Minister for Education tezching is an arb, and this att

[
.:“x‘

e
¥

d
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must be practised by one who wants to be a good teacler. So, I for one, do
not see any necessity for moving this resolution ut all. The training schools
are necessary and we want more Guru training closges if we want good village
pandits. Unless we spend money on these needs we can have no educational
atmosphere in our country and for the mutter of that we c¢an have no

y educational life. T am sorry, therefore, to oppose this resolution.

Kuan Sams ALAUDDIN AHMAD CHAUDHURI :—1 think I
should support this resolulion as I fancy that the game is not worth the
candle, regard being had to the hard times that we are Passing through.
But as I have heard from the Hon’ble Minister that the Government is going’
to consider the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee of Bengal,
which suggested the complete abolition of all training schools, I think it is
better for us to wait and see what action our own Government will eventually
take, and I would therefore suggest to the Hon’ble Mover to re-consider the

matter if he pleases.

Toe Hox’eir tae PRESIDENT : -1 should. like to know whether
the Hon’ble Mover is willing to accept the suggestion of the Hon'ble the
Education Minister. -

. Rar Bamapur BIPIN CHANDRA DEB LASKAR : —The lower
primary teachers may be trained in any higher ,°r In the middle English
schools.  Any arrangement can be made. That is my opinion.

Hox’BLE Rat Bauwapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA :—Does
the Hon’ble Member withdraw his resolution ?

Rar Sams BIPIN CHANDRA DEB LASKAR :—For the present,
yes.
The Resolution was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

" Maviavi MUNAWWARALIL :(—1 beg, Sir, to move : —

That this Council recommends to the Government that the existing
chaukidars system be re-organised with a view to making #he same
more efficient and useful by effecting necessary changes to the eaisting
laws and rules, etc.

In moving this Resolution I beg to tell the House that the existing
chaukidari system has remained in tact for a considerable length of time and
that a stage has been reached when the re-organization cannot be postponed
any longer. The present chaukidar is a veritable dullard. He is employed in
the interests of the people for whom he exists, but renders very little work and
18 capable of no more improvement under the present state of things and 5
thorough overhauling of the machinery under which he exists is therefore
called for. - It has also been seriously questioned whether the ¢ sarpanches’ and
“ panchayats” are doing the work with which they are entrusted, properly or not.

ell, Sir, T refrain from chalking out at present any line of re-organization
and leave the matter to the Goverriment to _hnd out a remedy so that without
Tu.ther taxing the people it may be ascertained as to whether it is not possible
to re-organize the system with a view to mproving the same. By moving
this resolution I want simply to draw the attention of the Government to the
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dire necessity that exists for the re-organization of the system. It is with
this object in view that I have brought forward this resolution. I remember
once before, probably the year before last, I had put a question to the Cgur}ml
regarding the same question and in reply we were assured that the existing
system was not working very badly. But, Sir, my experience and the experi-

ence of those with whom I have come in contact and who know the™

machinery thoroughly well, leads me to think that the system needs a.thor?‘llgh
overhauling. In order to improve the choukidari system other Provinces
have already set themselves to further legislation, and I simply want to rouse
the Government to this necessity, and more than this I mean nothing.

Tae Hox’sue Mr. A. MAJID :—Sir, I hope the Hon’ble Mover, after
he hears me, will feel convinced that Government has taken very gr8_1'b
interest in this question. If I may say so, the existing system has been built
up gralually, with great care and labour. The chaukidari system has been
extended only to three districts in this Province, namely, Goalpara, Cachar

. and Sylhet, and not to the other districts. The Bengal Chaukidari Act of
1870 was extended to Goalpara in 1878, and for the districts of Sylhet and
Cachar a separate Regulation was enacted in 1893. It was called the Sylhet
and Cachar Rural Police Regulation. That Regulation of 1893 was found
unsuitable and then the Bengal Chaukidari Act of 1870 was extended in 1897
to Sylhet and Cachar. Prior to the extension of the Act of 1870 to the
districts of Sylhet and Cachar in 1897 the Rural Police were maintained by
“owners and oceupiers of houses upon such terms and conditions that might be
agreed upon by the owners and occupiers and the Police. It was afterwards
found that it was a most unsatisfactory arrangement, that the chaukidar was

only a village dependent who was neither paid regularly nor in full and that .

the Police did not receive proper assistance from them. It was therefore that
the Bengal Chaukidari Act was introduced. The object of the introduction
of the Bengal Chaulkidari Act was to make the chaukidar a public servant as

‘:'-“e‘.{l i{ls a village servant and to ensure that he received his pay regularly and
in full. :

Though the Act was extended in 1897 it was not actually brought into
operation at once. It was first brought into operation in South Sylhet and in
1899 on the recommendation of the Deputy Commissioner it was brought into

operation in all the subdivisions. But it was actually held in abeyance till
siter the census of 1901. : -

Then, in the course of his cold weather tour of 1903-04 Sir Bampfylde
Fuller, the then Chief Commissioner, received a number of petitions complain-
g that under the new scheme the payment for the chaukidar had been great-
1}3: a{ldvan_ced. After consideration of all the facts of the case Sir Bampfylde

wller laid down the principles on which the revised system was to be carrie

out. Government, took so much interest in the question that an officer was
P%"*C"{d On &pecial duty for the reorcanisation of the chaukidari system in the
distriet of Sylhet and my humble self was appointed to be the officer on
special duty. I was asgigted by several officers and I now recall to mind with
P!_easure and gratitude the fact that I received very great assistance from my
friend now present here, Mr. Lainé, who helped me in the reorganisation work
in Karimganj and North Sylhet. T also paid a visit to Sunimganj - but L
do not know whether my Hon’ble friend, the mover of the resolution, knew
anything about it at that time. I think he was only a boy then.

3
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Mivravi MUNAWWARALT :—T have Leard of it.

Tre Hox’BLE Mr. A. MAJID :—He might then know
interest was taken in it. I was, Sir, engaged in this work
and visited almost every important village in the district

what great
for four m nths
and submitted a
nd submitted certain
After careful consi-

ject to certain modifi-
cations. They have been since then overhauled from time to time. The first

set of rules was made in 1899 and came into fores in the Sarm, Valley and in
Goalpara. Then came the rules of 1906 for the Surma Valley. Then, in 1914
Sir Archdale Earle took up the question of the improvement of the chaukidar;
system and revised rules were isiued in 1917 for Goalpara superseding the
rules issued in 1899, and in 1919 for Sylhet and Cachar superseding those
of 1206. TIn 1920 {fu:ther rules were made with reference to cerbain audit
objections. The rules for the chaukidari system prevailing in Goalpara
and Surma Valley are those issued in 1921. It will thus appear, Sir, that
the present rules have been framed after careful consideration, atter Govern-
ment had availed itself of the experience for years of District Officers and
Commissioners. We cannot claim, Sir, that the existing system is perfect,
but we do elaim, Sir, that it has be%n built up slowly, gradually, laboriously
and carefully and that it cannot be lightly set aside.

Then, Sir, my Hon’ble friend talked about the chaukidars being dullards.
The Act provides that the monthly pay of a chaukidar shall be Rs. 2 to
Rs. 6. They get practically a pay of Rs. 4 per mensem. On this modest
pay, we cannot get a gifted man for the varied and responsible work he
has got to do. Before concluding, Sir, T wish to assure the Hon’ble Mover

and the House that if any practical suggestions are made they will
regeive our most careful consideration.

draft rules and they were considered by Government,

Mavravi MUNAW WARALI :—3Sir, in reply T should sav

my labours will be well remunerated if the Hon’ble Memb
House that he will examine

possible improvements,

, Sir, that
er assures the
the present system and try to give effect to

Tae HoN’Bre raE PRESIDENT :—Do You want to withdraw the
resolution ?

Mavravi MUN

- AWWARALI :—J want to hear the Hon’ble Member V
in charge. :

Tae Hon’Bre Mr. W, J. REID :—T sy est, Sir, that t} 3
Member has a right to say what he pleases butghgz‘ls no r;ght 11;10 diftatljgﬁrl?ig
any one el§e 18 to do or to say in the matter, It is open to the Hon'hl
Member either to ask that the resolution be Pub or to withdraw it i

Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI :—I withdraw the resolutd
soms of the members are of opinion that if this resol tion, because

ution is pressed
chance there may be a likelihood of increased taxation whie Pressed per
so much. % : which we all abhor

The resolution was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn,
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Tar HoN'BLE THE PRESIDENT :—The next resolution stands 1n the
name of Babu Krishna Sundar Dam. It runs as follows :— This

That having regard to the financial difficulties of the present “‘l’mj'
nistration and the political advantages of the people, this
Council recommends to the Local Government to urge .upon the

Governor General in Council to move the Secretar} of State Jor,

India to obtain sanction of the Crown for tramsferring the areas
comprised within the districts of Cachar (ewcluding $he North
Cackar Hills), Sylket, Goalpara, Kamrup, Darrang, Nowgong,
Sitsagar, Lakkimpur and within the municipality and cantonment.
of Skillong from the province of Assam to the province of Bengal.

As the Mover is absent the resolution will Be considered . to have been
withdrawn with the permission of the Council.

Muxsar SAFIUR RAHMAN :—1T move, Sir:—

Fhat this Council recommends- to the Qovernment of Assam that a
Technical School be opened at the subdivisional lkeadquarters of the
Goalpara district. [ :

T am quite sure this learned Council is fully aware of the fact that in
number the Muhammadan population of the Goalpara district will be next to
Sylhet and this Council may also be acquainted with the fact that the Mu-
hammadans of the Goalpara district are comparatively backward in mutters of
education— general, professional or technieal. I muy here voice the genel'al
attitude and tendency of the community. I repiesent towards ‘education,
under the present state of things. The Muhammadans of this district are
generally of very straitened circumstances and as such their ambitions are
also-of a low character. From my personal experience I lay here before this
wise C_uuncil the bare fact that owing to poor circumstances even the best
deserving and intelligent candidates desirous of getting higher education

have been compelled to cut short their desire and take recourse to clerlkships,-

petty shop-keeping or ploughing. This Council may wonder at the fact
that even in the present cenfury education could not produce more tham
6 Muhammadan graduates in the whole district of Goalpara. This fact will
no doubt bear testimony to my assertion that for their ragged condition
the Muhammadans of the district could not so long derive any substanti
bensfit from the present system of general education.. 1t is taken for - grante

that the Government cannot and should not suffer to see that one section 9

His Majesty’s most loyal subjects will remain lagging behind for centuries

because of their utter poverty in the matter of equipment for the struggle of

their future livelihood,

The Muhammadans are much obliged and grateful to the benign
Government for the many concessions given to them and I urge that further
steps should be taken and facilities offered to the best interests of the
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community. The Muhamms:dans under their present conditions _
anxious to take advantage of technical education, viz., carpentry, basket-
making, weaving, efc., along with their general education. The bread
problem is becoming keener and keener. Pupils after passing their middle
stages under the present system of education sre Dot qualified for their future.
lite. A little knowledge of technical education will lessen their difficulties
and make the general system of vernacular edue

; atlon more and more attrac-
tive. It will make the primary education more attractive ¢
sory Primary Edueation Bill as drafted by the Hon’ble Min

make itself. “All that is wanted now is the a,dflifcipn of carpe
classes to a middle school situated at the subdivisional head

To this effect a resolution was moved by me in this Couneil before but to no
effect. I voice the desire of my community. I find it now lmperative to
press the matter further into tie Council in order to secure that necessary
enquiries and arrangements will be mude to give effect to this resolution.

The Hon'ble Minister in charge may reply that the technioal education of the
like asked for will not be successtul and desirable citing the example of the
Tipkai Technical School in the Dhubri subdivision. But I think the Hon’ble
Minister may also kindly make a full enquiry as to the causes of the failure
of the Tipkai School. 'I'he failure of the Tipkai School is long due to the
unwise selection of its lo

cation to serve the need of the district, The place
is most unhealthy an

d situated in the remotest corner of the district. It is
also a fact that though the T

ipkai School is existing for the last decade, it
has become not too well-known even to the four corners of the district. The
out-put of the school has not hecome attractive at all. I know personally
that the school has even failed to attract the: Ravas and Kacharis of the
locality and owing to the fact that the instruction imparted is. not sufficient

to meet the needs of the time. The few deserving candidates find it more
convenient and suitable to go to

some other place for the purpose than the
uphealthy place like Tipkai to receive an incomplete course of training. The
provision ot technical classes of the above description at the subdivisional
headquarters stations will at once remove the difficulties of the deserving
candidates both from the point of view of expenditure and remoteness of  the
Place. It may be urged that under the present financial conditions Govern-
ment is quite handicapped in the matter of offering any solution to the
problem. In that case 1 may submit to this Council that if the Hox’ble
Minister in charge finds it impossible to provide the money for the- entire
expenditure required for the purpose, he may still offer facilities by granting
an aid for starfing the classes with a clear understanding that the depart-
ment will undertake the whole responsibility in better financial times to

come. If my suggestion get the consent of the Council, an amount of
Rs. 1,500 may be Provided to

L | give effect to the scheme as an experimental
measure by meeting the initial cost of the establishment.

TrE How’sLe Rat Bampur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA =St
the Resclution as it is worded did not conve

: v any definite idea, af le t to m
mind. - He recommends that a Technical Sl Ab ceash KoMy

] 100l be opened af the subdivisional
headquarters of the Goalpara district: What sort, of Technical School is wanted
I could not make out from the resolution. But from the speech whieh the
Hon’ble Mover has now tmade it is clear that he wantg classes to be added to
Middle Schools £or the teaching of carpentry and weaving. This is certainly
different from starting  Technical School at certain place. However, I am

are most

ister himse!f can
ntry and weaving
quarters stations,

han the compul- .
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in entire sympathy with the Hon’ble Mover so far as he wishes to give
technical education. I mean teaching in carpentry and weaving to the
people of his subdivision. The question arises whether it 13 possible for
Government to find {funds to provide in-tructions of that kind in every
subdivision. The Hon’ble Members will remember. that last year a resolution
was moved by Manlavi Rukanuddin Ahmad for the establishment qf %
Technical School at Jorhat. Such demands for technical schools are coming
from almost every district in the province and it would be impos&_;:ble for (';ro-
vernment to find money to meet them all. All that can be done is to provide
for a number of central institutions for instruction in weaving and carpentry.
In this province there is one institution at Gauhati where instruction 1n
weaving is given and a school of handicrafts is gring to be s.tarf:ed in 1‘3119
district of Sylhet where carpentry of an advanced character v_nll be taught.
In view of the present finaneial stringency it is almost impossible for Govern-
ment to provide every district or every subdivision with a Tec}zmcal Scho91
even if only for the purposes of teaching carpentry and weaving. In this
view of the matter I regret that I am unable to accept the resolution.

The resolution was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Mavravi RUKUNUDDIN AHMAD :—The resolution that stands,

against my name is :—

Thss Councsl recommends that the Government may be pleased to take
early steps to affiliate the Cotton College to B. A. Honours stan dard

s Persian.

In support of my resolution I beg to submit, Sir, that it 1s 2 patent fact

that Assam will not be blessed with a University of its own for sometime
to come and to make it self-contained therefore it is deemed absolutely
necessary that ite colleges should be equipped as fully as possible. The
Cotton College was affiliated to the Honours standard in almost all the subjects
as far back as 1915. But it is a matter of great regiet that Muhammadan
students in this valley have not so far been offered any facility at the Cotton
Coll'ege of pursuing their studies in Honours course in any of the Islamic
suble_cts, f01_‘ example, Persian and Arabic. Muhammadan students with a
genuine desire for specializing in Persian and Arabic are too poor to afford to
Ei‘;ll;t;f ﬁos;c :Jif studies in Honours course outside the valley and thereh are

: ¢h students of the valley, particularly of the Saiyid family, who have
actually been debarred from puféurl)ng ihe EIOHOHTS cog;seg in yJr?'ersia.l’.l and

Arabic at the Cotton College. The costof affiliation will not in my opinion

be much. There ig 4]y ; i t the Cotton
. ; .alread ; Tslamic subjects a e Co
College in the Provineia] cyad?:f PI? Ezi?rcﬁlege is affilisted to the Honours

standard in Persian, that means an addition of two hours per day on the

aggregate of 12 hours per weel %o the work usually done by him. For this |

another Professor in the Provineial cadre will not be necessary. 1f a Lecturer,
an M.A.\ in Persian, is appointed on Rs. 100 a month, he will be able to teach

&
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.money we would not be justified in spending it for ¢
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the lower clas-es giving his senior an opportunity to teach the higher classes
in Pass and Honours courses. The annual ¢

€ 0st of maintaining such a Lecturer
in the subordinate grade will not at any rate exceed Rs. 1,200 or Rs.

But, Sir, still there may be opposition from the other side on the ground that
the number of Muhammadan students are very few. There is no  doubt that
‘the number of Muhammadan students are smaller in p i

of non-Muhammadan students. But the Cotton College has been athiliated
in Honours in English, in Mathematies, in History, in Physies, in Chemistry
and in Sanskrit. Now, if we go to enquire of the number of students taking
Honours in those affiliated subjets, we shall find that in comparison with the
number of students in the Pass course the number of students taking Honourg
are very few. Owing to shortness of time I conld not get the aceurate
figures but, if my inform \tion is correct, the number of students taking
Honours in those affiliated subjects will not he more than, for example, as
follows :—in English out of 100, 6 ; in Sanskrit out of 35, 5 ;

; in. History out
of 40, 4; in Chemistry out of 12, 3 and so forth. Exactly in the same way if

in Persian out of 7 or 8 students 2 or 3 want to tanke up Honours in Persian the
proportion is about the same. In the face of such circumstances, Sir, I beg
to submit that that argument will be of no avail. T am of course alive to the
financial stringency of the present. But considering the absolute necessity
of the mea ure, T hope the Government will not hesitate to accept my resolu-
tion. At the same time I beg respectfully to bring to the notice of the House
that there are no such words in my resolution that immediate steps are to be
taken in giving effect to the resolution. With these arcuments I commend
my resolution to the House for its unanimous acceptance,

The Hon’ble Rat Banapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA :.——Sir,

perfect sympathy but

I am afraid that the Hon’ble Mover has not chosen the right moment to

put forward a proposal which would involve us in fresh finanecial obligations.
As the Hon’ble Finance Member said yesterday we are Passing through
great financial difficulties and that in spite of all our efforts we have not been
able to balance the budget. Would it be wise I ask to increase our
commitments in this way when we gare curtailing our activities in every
direction ? T regret therefore that I am unable to accept this resolu-
tion. Moreover, we are advised that the number of students who would
be willing to take up Honours in Persian would be very small. I am told
that the number of students in the .Cotton College studying Persian is
30 or 40. But the number of Muhammadan students studying Persian in Sylhet
is 80 to 100. Of them however only 3 or 4 have taken up Honours in Persiap,

Having regard to these facts can it be said that the number of such students in
the Cotton College will be appreciable at all ? Th 1

esolution. Lastly, the Hon’ble Members will be Pleased to 1ep, :

;hzre are facilities already existing in the Murz‘xriehan& College inn El?it: erreizfﬁ
and any student of the Cotton College who wishes to 2o up for Honours in the
subject may transfer himself to that College. Thg Hon’ble Mover has said
that the average Muhammadan student of the Assam Valley is too poor to go
‘outside the Valley, but if the cost of living in Gauhati is eompared with the
‘cost of living in Sylhet I am afraid Gauhati will be found 5

ilities for honours in English, History
number of candidates who take up
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honours in these subjects is also smzll. The Hon’ble Mover forgets that
these rubjects are tuken up by more students thane the Persian. The
Hon'ble Mover has said that it is not likely that we ghall have a University of
our own for some time to come and that therefore our Colleges‘should be
self-contained. I domnot think that the question of the university need be raised
sn this connection, but having regurd to our financial condition L think
that it will be impossible for either of the two colleges of this province to
be self-contained for some time and that it would be wise at least for some
time to come to treat the two colleges as complimentary: to each other.

This being ‘the circumstances I do mnot think that it would be wise on

‘our part, especially having regard to the fact that there are ‘demands

which are more urgent and’ more insistent for which we cannot find

‘any money mnow to go to the expense. of having a professor to give

instruction in Homnours in Persian in the Cotton College.

Tae Hox’sue THE PRESTDENT . Would the Hon’ble Mover like
to withdraw the resolution ? :

Mavtav: RUKUNUDDIN AHMAD :—No, Sir, 1 should like to see
what my friends will say.

Tre Hox'sie M. W.J. REID .__The Honb’le Mover hasa right
of reply, Sir.  No one has shown any signs of speaking so far.

Mavrayt MUNAWWARALI : —1 regret, Sir, that the concluding words
of the Hon’ble Mover were to the effect that he was not going to press that
this resolution be given effect to immediately. I was rather disappointed at
this statement. I was thinking that howsoever grave the situation might
be, howsoever great the financial stringency might be, it was a resolution
which could well be given effect to immediately. The demand was not one
such as could in any serious manner be deprecated on the score of finances.
At most this dem:md will involve an expenditure of about Rs. 2,000 and even
under the peculiar circumstances in which we are I think if the Hon’ble
Minister of Education wishes he can find such a modest amount without any
great difficulty. Sir, the Hon’ble Mover has pointed out the necessity of a
University. I think that circumstances are grouping round us which will
compel us to think very seriously over the matter even if we were to borrow. It
mu:t be our persistent efforts therefaore to leave no stoné untutned to see that

the two existing  colleges tend gradually, nay, rather speedily towards being

self-contuined. " T, theiefore, thi o resolution might be passed and
%E‘SH l‘mmechu,t,e effect to. ’Sii;r zgpl‘{;}?laéisina have been GgPres.Sed that'pro”

i ht”flents will not be fortheoming, but; Sir, it is a well known fact t.hat
most Sturlenfs S are not  attracted g)wfwafs taki’l‘lg up honours a8 there existe
np OP.PO:‘.t”n”Y forit. But two to ‘three gtudents in my opinion, 80 far as
the eirenmst. neegs of this Valley , (I mean the Brahmaputra Valley) are
known to me, would always be found desirous oOf taking honours in the
subject. I think that our colleges should be self-contained and that persist-

ent and definite efforts should be made towards it because the time is fast
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approaching when we should have a University of our ow
at all have her separate existence.
structure of the future University.

n, 1f Assam should
And this would add a stone to the super-
I therefore with my whole heart support

Srrrur NILMONI PHUKAN :—8ir, T also wish to speak a few words on
this resolution. Of course at this moment we cannot dream of a University
though we find around us everywhere in India Univer:ities growing like
mushrooms. But that is a question apart.  Bub so far as the resolution is
concerned I understand the Cotton College has already been affiliated in :
honours in all other subjects and only the Persian subject is omitted. As -
regards attendance, 2s my Hon’ble friend Maulavi Munawwarali has said
we musb not look to the number but to higher culture of the people. And
considering the large amount of money that has already Leen spint on thiy
culture, I think the Government might find some way to give eFect to this
resolution, though not this year bub very soon. As to what the Hon’ble the
Education Minister has already said that for the present the colleges of the
province might be considered ag complimentary to each other I ¢un only say -
this much that even taking that to be grunted it is not always convenient to
send the young men of one Valley to the other or to a great distance for
training.  As this resolution will not mean much I think it might be
usefully accepted by the Government.

Knan Siame ALAUDDIN AHMAD CHAUDHURI :—Sir, I want to-

speak a few words. It is true indeed that the number of boys that would be
likely to take up honours would not Justify the affiliation of the college in-
honours in Persian at the Present moment but

: as the mover of the resolution
dces not want to give eTect to it immediately I do not see any objection to

he” Hon’ble Education =~ Mini-ter

ent agree with him, that the
Gauhati boys wanting to take up honours in Persian might oo to Sylhet,
but there are some difficulties both in matters oi finance and languace. The
people of the Assam Valley going to Sylhet must make themselves accu:tomed
to the language or dialect to which the people of Sylhet cre accustomed. So
it would be well to accept the resolution, on the unlerctinling that Govern-
ment will give effect to it when funds are available.

Knax Bamapuzr KUTUBUDDIN AHMAD :—Sir, T b
resolution. There is already a Pe:
one or two students out of th
should not be cent away (or

eg to support this
sian pass standard and I submit that the
at class who wish to tekes up honours in Persian
deprived of that stady) t5 seck admission in
Sylhet or Calcuita or out of the province. * It is desiruble that when there is
already & pass standard that it may be raized to the honours standard.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY +—8ir; T want to speak just a few words.
The resolution as it stands does not ask that immadiate steps be taken, Tt
says that early steps be taken. The question hinges on the phrage « exrly
steps. ”  Tf “ immediate steps*’ be not taken to affiliste the Cotton College to
the B. A. standard in Persian then there will be ng nece.sity of any financial
outlay for the present, and I do not see any reason why the pe
be accepted. But on the other hand I do not se
necessary to press this resolution just now whe

Government to put this resolution into effect
or 8 yeors

solution may not
€ any reason why it should be
N it leaves it to the choice of
at any time, cven after 6 or 7
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Mavnavi RURKUNUDDIN AHMAD «—No, not 6, or T or 8 years ...
Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :—If the words “ early steps ”’ be

taken to mean within one or two years, then, we see the difficulties in putting
fhis resolution into effect if carried, within this period. But if the expression
% early steps”’ be taken to mean that effect should be given to this resolution
after a few years when funds are available, then I see no difficulty in accgpt—
ing this resolution, but I do not see any henefit to be derived by the Hon’ble
Mover by merely having this resolution carried in the House if the Coti_:on
College is to be affiliated after six or seven years. I would rather advise,
though we are all in fayour of having the Cotton College affiliated to the
B. A. class in Persian, that the Hen'ble Mover for the present at any rate to
leave the matter alone and that he should bring it forward again after one or
two years when the finonees of the province are in proper equilibrinm. -
Tur Hox'sie Rar Bauapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA :— Sir,
nothing is more painful to a Minister then to have to oppose a Resolution in
fayour of which theie is a strong sen:e of opinion in the Council,—it does
not matter whether it is carried or mot. If the Hon’ble Mover and those
who heve supported him, will sccept the suggestion which I have made
I might probzbly see my way to accept 1t on behalf of Government. That is

to 2y if the Hon’ble Mover will add the words ““ as oon as funds peimit 2

to his resolution, Government will be glad to accept it in the amended form,

Mavrav: RUKUNUDDIN AHMAD :—Sir, my friend the Rev. Mr.
Nichols-Roy interprets the phrase ¢ when funds pe:mit ”” to mean that funds
may not be available for another 7 or 8 years to come. If that interpretation
is songht to be put on the phrase, T am afraid that I canmot see my way to
zccept that amendment. Of course it is poscible that the pbrae “ when
funds permit * my also menn thet the funds would be available within thke
next year or two. Ii the latter interpretotion is correct, then I have mo
hesit tion in accepting the amendment. Government has not gob to incur
zny very large sum ; the sum is only something like Rs. 1,200 or Rs. 1,800.

: Tur Howsts Mz, W. J. REID :(—May I ask, Sir, how the Hon'ble
I(\Iiem})ie:r propo-es to give effect to the resolution if funds do mot permit ?
1S el':'.

Mavravi RUKUNUDDIN AHMAD :—Of course I do not mean that
even if funds are not available, the resolution should be given efect to. X
only meant to say that 1 would not accept the amendment if the resolution
was not going to be given effect to for some years to come. At any rate
even if funds do not permit the administration is none the less being carried
on, snd other things are also going on.

Kuax Saus ALAUDDIN AHMAD CHAUDHURI :—With the
permission of the Cha'r I beg to advise the Hon’ble Member that nobody
can foretell what will be the time when funds will permit or become available.

b, My be two years, three years, four years, or it mny be even 8% yearsh;
nobody knows., * Therefore there can be no definite undertaking on the part
of the Government. ;

Mavravi RUKUNUDDIN AHMAD :—1I think the Hon’ble Minister
can have no objection to accepting the resolution with the addition of the
words “ as soon as funds are available.” .

Tuaw Hox’sre RAt Bananur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA :—1I
am willing to accept the Resolution in this form. i

The resolution 25 amended was adopted.

»—
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Tue HonN’BLE  THE PRESIDENT :-—The next resolution stands in the
name of Maulavi Akmal Hussein. It runs as follows :—.

That this Council recommends to the Government of Assam to fix
by rules that Honorary Magistrates shoulq not kold office for maore

than 15 years in the same station.

The Hon’ble Member being absent, the resolution must be considered to
have been withdrawn. -

Mavravi MUNAWWARALT :—] beg, Sir, to move : —

That this Council recommends to the Government that o thorough
tnvestigation into the conditions of ¢ lending business’ and ¢ Usury’
practised wn this province be undertaken, without delay.

In moving this Resolution, Sir, I think T voice the sentiments of all the
Members present here in that we ought very soon to be acquainted with the
conditions of lending business and usury that are practiced in this province.
This is a question on which the economic condition of the country so greatly
hinges.  Sir, the lending business has been, if I may be permitted to. use
the expression, an engine of oppression in various parts of the Province. I
have myself, Sir, been acquainted with some instances of this veritable oppres-
sion. Appalling as this oppression is I have been goaded from consideration
of humanity, to bring this matter before the Hon’ble Hou-e so that we me
know at least where we are in the economic prosperity or adversity as the
case may be of this country in this particular aspect. Tf T may be permitted
to say so, Sir, I was wondering whether it is at all necessary for us to come
to the Council to legislate when évery question involving the Prosperity of -
our country requires appropriation of money. What I was thinking of ig
whether it could be possible for us to send our proxies to vote on our  behals
in the Council because there we are face to face with a very grave financial
situation and have practically nothing useful to legislate upon. But, Sir,
this is a question on which I am going to" prezent a line of action to the
Council—a Jine of action which involves practically no finaneial help.
There are armies of officers seattered throughout the province who can collect
materials on the 8pot to prepare a document so that a history m~y be com-
piled and after the compilation of that history we might deliberate upon it and
try to legislate or rejuest the India Government to legislate on this subject in
order to save the Peasants, the real children of the soil, the cultivators, from
the grasp of the money-lenders. I do not mean that the momey lending
business in itself is a very bad business. © I admit that it is 2 business which
gives tone to the thriving industries of the country to keep them alive but
what I complain of is that it is often carried on not in the spirit of businesgs
but in a manner which amounts to sucking the blood of the j
With a view to checking this evil, I would suggest to the Government that
a scheme be prepared immediately in order to collect = the Decessary materials
to show exactly where we stand in this respect.

- Sub-Deputy Collectors going from village to vill
gather materials, the Local Bodies may be asked t
compile the documents ; the Sarpanches also m;j ght be of help in preparation
and compilation of this sort, and a responsible officer may be asked 1o super-
vise all these things—T do not mean a newly appointed officer, but the Govern-
ment should in consideration of the importance of the m tter engage one of

o
the officers who might be available to give one or two hours a day in order to

482 may be asked to
0 take steps to prepare and
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gupervire all these things. In such circumstences, Sir, I do not think that

- - ey
Government will have to spind any com:iderzhle sum of money. As the-

necessity 1s so giend and as the question is of vital importance I thin‘:c_ it _is
the duty of the Goveinment to see where and how the usurious practice In
this province stands. If a compilation is made it will be seen how mny
families are ruined and how m ny families are starved, because they were o

a disadvantage, while the better placed people pile up fortunesz. Taking
advantage of the pecuniary situation in which these people were the other
families rose and trod them under feet, as it were. Sir, this is a humanita-
rian question no less than it is 2 pressing question. After the compilation
has been made it will be for the Government or for the Council to see how
they con do good to the persons oppressed. It will of course be then and
then only that we shall have to think and deliberate over the checks that
might be suggested. In this view, Sir, I press this matter to the serious
consideration of the House and I think that this problem is one which will be
supported by all. :

Tue Hox’srn Mr. W. J. REID .—~T must say, Sir, that when we
received notice of this resolution we were not very Sure as to what its s:ope
and intentions were. In fact we thought first that the Hon’ble Member was
takine excrptiin to the present laws which govein usary and my Hon'ble
Colleagae mtended to reply. It now appesrs bhat the Hon'ble Member is
considering r.ther the economic position of the people, and I shall try to give
him & brief reply on that point. Then I hope that my Hon'ble Colleag.uc
will tell the Council something of what the existing usary laws in force are.

Well, Sir, T listened very closely to the Hon'ble Mover in order to find
out what sort of en-juiry he had in mind and how he intended thet this enquiry
should be conducted. He is perfectly right in saying that there is no subject
which more closely conce.ns the welfare of the people, no subject in which
Government can take greater interest. Buf, if he will not mmd my saying
50, he secms to me to approach the subject in a very light-heartel m-nner.
He may have read a little book which 1 have here, written by the late Major
J. C. Jack who was Settlem nt Officer of the Faridpur district, and wrote on
the conditions of the Iaridpur district as he found them. The Settlement
operations lasted ior some five years, and Major Jack was assisted, as hLe said,
by an exceptionally brilliant staff of Assistent Settlement Officers and Kanun-
ooes. He said it consisted almost entirely of young and eag.r gradautes of
the Universities well fitted to supplement their task by such econom’c inves-
tigations. The result was a little work of extraordinary interest. There is
a whole chapter which deals with the indebtedne s of the people and we have
most elaborate tables and statistics. Do the Council believe, 2s my Hon’ble
friend suggested, that casual enquiries by officers who have other duties to
perform, with the general asistance of an hour or two a day of the t'me
of some indefinite officer would give us any results of value ? T would not,
Sir, have the Council think that we do not make such enquiries as things
are. When resettloment operations are undertaken one of the matters to
\\:h_:eh the Settlement Officer devotes part'cule.'.r sttention is the economic ¢on-
difion of the people and incidentslly the cmount of the'r indebtedness, This
mitier was gone into very carefully of recent yerts when the Cachar district

znl the Jaintis pargma~ were re settled. In addition, it having boen sug-
geitel to us that in the H »l:kandi subdivision there was mor2 indebtedness
taan ther2 o iglt to be, very debrlel en juirie; were m,de tvo or three y2ars
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X 29 villz o IF 3 2 ing closely
2go. In fact for 28 or 29 villages regalar lists were m~de following ¢
t%:: lists vj.:h'c}: Major Jack com:in‘.cd for the Faridpur district. The sugges-
tion was then made that to improve matters a tenancy law. of some kind was
required. As the Council knyw, certain proposals to that efect were pub
forward. I am not at the moment in a position to say whether these pro-
posals will go further or not.

I hope I have said enough to show that the matter is one which does not
escape our notice. I suggest only, Sir, that 1t 1s difficult to see what would
be gained. In fact I do not know what kind of thorough mvestlga:tlox'l is
intended. If and when we undertake the re settlement of any other districts
in the province I can assure the Council that this question will receive the
very closest attention.

Tue Hox’sie Mr. A. MAJID :—Sir,
Hon’ble Mover must have found, as I h:

I am quite sure that the
ave In course of my judicial experience,
cases of hard unconscionable bar
chargel. TIn view of such cases t

gains in which exorbitant interests were

he Tmperial Legislative Council passed in

1918 the Usurious Loans Act by which courts were given additional powers

to deal with cases of usurious loans of money or in kind. So if there is any

exorbitant charge of interest the aggrieve!l paities cin apply to the proper
court under this Act for such relief as the Court m 1y deem proper.

We have no evidence that usurious loans are more r

of the country than in the other provinces.

piece of all-India legislation.

legislation, the proper place would be the Indian Legislature, and T fee] doubte
ful that any recommendation from an isolated provines would be of much use.
I am unable to agree that any substantial good will be gained by an enquiry
euch a3 has been proposed.

Maviavi MUNAWWARALI :—8ir, the Hon'ble Finance Member
sald that when the re-settlement of the province will be taken up the ques-
tion will again be seriously con idered. T do not know when the re-settle-
ment will take place. The financial situation will prevent it for 5 long time
to come, I think. He also questioned what gain will be derived by such
an enquiry. I think, Sir, the gan will be immen e and it ig g gain which is
worth tlie having. A Government holding its sway over a province ought
to know the condition of the people closely. It s the duty of the Govern-
ment to know the condition of jts people, the economic conditicn, and their
gain will not be a small one,

The Hon’ble'the Home Member has referred to the Usurious
Act, an all-India legislation.

: Loans
r ; I too have submitted about an all-Tndig
legislation. Bub Sir; T do not know_ that if a provineial Government, after
enquiry, is convineed that special legislation ought to e undertaken whether
that Government is debarred from undertaking it. T thip] the ’provincial

of the circumstangeg and in order
todo good to the people to undertake a special legislation, T say, Sir, that
the question of -finance is a bugbear and it Drevents us from takine any
enlightened measure for the good of the D §

eople. Witk this object in view
1 suggest that the officers of the Government m;
duties wherever they go,

ght be charged with definite
! : place to place, to collect in-
formation in order to the conditions of the people

ampant in our part
The Usurious Loans Act is a
If anything more. is to be done by way of

from area to area, from
compile a history of
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in this particular respect. Tsit not the paramount duty of the Grovernment
to know the economic condition of the people ? The majority of the people, it
will be found, are helpless. The cultivators and their finances are under the
pressure of the money-lenders and I think it is the duty of the Governmsent
to know what amount of pressure there is and how these people are drag-
ging on with their miserable existence. Itis I say the paramount duty of

the Government to investig.te it and then to provide any legislation that
may seem to be necessary.

It was charged against me, Sir, that this resolution was moved by mein
a light-hearted manner. I do not know whether this charge would be
borne out when every member will think within his' heart how g1ea_t tl‘m
necessity 1is for such a measure considering the sufferings of the pegp[e in the
hands of money-lenders : how serious the question is and what an I{nmE(lla'gB
demand it has on the attention of the Government to investigate into this
matter. - I would like, Sir, to press this point to a division and see how the
guestion has been thought out by the Hon’ble Members of the House.
‘With these few words, Sir, I beg to stick to my point.

Tue How’sre Mr. W. J. REID :— My chief trouble, Sir, is that I am
not quite :uce what the Hon’ble Member’s point is. Possibly other Members
of the Council have been more fortunate. At all events he is rather skilful
at begging the yuestion. He said that it was the duty of Government
to know the conditions of the people. I tried to make it clear to the Council
that there was no duty more important imposed on the Government. He
said that the question was a very serious one. I said I knew of none more
serious. The begging of the question, it scems to me, lies in the assumption
that we do not regard it2s ouc duty to know the conditions of the people.
My contention is that by the means we at present adopt, by the special
enquiries which we make from time to time and still more by the inform~tion
which we getregularly from our officers when they tour about, we do know
= great deal of the conditions of the people. I frankly cannot see how we
should acquire valunble knowledge by undertaking what I must still call the
very vague investigation that the Hon'ble Member seems to have in mind.
So much for this point. T call the House to witness that when replying to
the Hon’ble Member I said not a word about the state of our finnnees. My
only desire is that we should not be accused of any lack of sympathy with
the object of the resolution. Our contention is that we do not see how by

accepting this resolution we are likely to get to know more than we do at
.present.

s T Hon’sre tHE PRESIDENT :—The vquestiou before the Council  is

. this 1 —
- That this Council - pecommends to: the - Government . that  a
thorough investigation into the condition of “lending business ”
“and “ Usury * practised in this province be wndertaken without
- delay,

The resolution wes negatived.

aC

a
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Mavravi MUNAWWARALI :—T beg to move, Sir :—

That this Council recommends to the Government that a Committce
conststing of two officials and. three non-officials be appointed to
ezamine and report, within three months, what recommendation, if

any, of the Bengal Retrenchment Commsttee may properly be adopted
by this Government. :
We had long expected, Sir, to see what recommendations would be forth-
coming from the Bengal Retrenchment Committee and they have at
ast recently been out. I think all of wus have gone through them. The
question now arises if we should not benefit by their labours. The Bengal
Retrenchment Committee, consisted as it was of all non-officials, have put
forward various recommendations which to my mind, Sir, do not all appear
quite’ plausible. TIn some places they appear to be impracticable, and in others
they are suggestions of practicable measuses, And, Sir, it has been gz
question in the minds of almost all, who think about the country,
and bother about the country whether or mot we should accept the
recommenditions of the Beng.l Retrenchment Comm’ttee iz ¢ofo. The
question therefore is as to what we should do. I have therefore
recommended that it be thoroughly examined and a conclusion arrived

ot because those recommendstions ave the recommendations which touch
left a single

all the departments of the Government and have not
Retrenchment  Committee  whose

one untouched. We have had 2
recommendations are aliesdy before us, but that Committee was a partial
hole machinery of the Government.

Committee and did not examine the W

By ¢ paitial ° T mean ‘part > and not the whole. Sir; I_do not like to eli-
m nate the Government element from the Committee because the Govern-
ment officers, I must admit, ave expected to know where the shoe reall

pinches, more than the non-offivials, I have therefore included in that
Committee two officials and three non-officials. I think, Sir, the country
will come to a definite conclusion when the recommendations of this Com-

mittee will be placed before us atter = thorough investigation into them by

this Committee. I think, Sir, this is a thing which should be done without
delay.

Trz How'sus Mr. W. J. REID :—T am going, Sir. to begin by making
a confession to the Council. The Report of the Bengal Retrenchment
Committee has been in our hands for some weeks now. When it was

‘1eceived I was the first member of the Government to note on it and in my
note I wrote this sentence :—

“ One thing which I think is certain is that with this Report and
the Report of our own Committee no one can seriously sugeest
that we require to appeint any other Committee, »*

When writing this, Sir, T must-confess 1 reckoned withou
friend. But leaving aside the réle of prophet in which I
a failure (laughter), I should liketo ask the Hon’ble Moy
he wants us to do and why such investigation as may still be necessary should
be conducted by a special Committee and not by this Couneil itself. I told
Hon’ble Members yesterday in my speech ntroducing the budget that .we

t my learned
have heen such
er what exactly
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were examining most anxiously all the recommendations of the Bengal
Retrenchment Committee ; that not all of them weould be foul".xd applicable
to this province but that we were taking the matter up most seriously. Each

Member of the Government whether in the Exe:utive Council or one of the
Ministers is doing this.

Possibly the Hon’ble Member 1s gerious to this extent that he
wishes to press once .more on the Government - the need of: SgEeconoImnys
Tf Hon’ble Members believe what I said yesterday we do not require to have
this impressed on us. We are keenly alive to it.. Itis suggested that tl}e
Committee shou'd report within three months. Does any member of this
Council believe this to be possible ? Ti the Committee sat at Shillong or ab
some other central place and merely read the Report and wrote essays and

_.sugzestions on it possibly this could be done. But without going round the
country which wou'd take a much longer time T honestly do not see how
information of value could be collected. I think I am right in saying thab
our own Committee which consisted of three members took nearly a year to
frame their Report. Our own Committee cost practically nothing because
the mambers served without remuneration. A Committee of the size and
nature suggested by the Hon’ble Member could not be expected to devote so
much time to a tack of this kind without remuneration and wesknow when
we como to the remuneration of Committees that the bill for travelling
expenses alone iz 2 heavy one. 1 know the Council will not think that I am
against economy in opposing this resolution. I have tried to make it clear
that to my mind at least there is nothing to be gained by the appointment of
such a Committee. /

Serrur DALIM CHANDRA BORAH :—Sir, I also do not see the
necessity of appointing a committee to go through the report of the Bengal
Retrenchment Committee. I thought that the H on’ble Mover would be
gatisfied with the explanation given by the Hon’ble Finance Member 1n his
budget speech ye-terday and I thouzht that he would withdraw his resolu-
tion. The appointment of tuch a committee means ‘the expenditure of lots
of mHney, which is not desirable at this $ime. The Bengal Retrenchment
Commitlee’s rep rt is before us anl it is possible for every Member of this
Ccuncil to go through this report and to suggest possible economies, and over
and above this what is the nece:sity of appointing 2 geparate committee
consisting of official and non-official members to suggest means of retrenchment
as adopted by the Bengal Retrenchment Committee. In these ecircumstances
I do not think that the resolution ought to receive any sdapp ort from the
Hon’ble Members of this Ceuncil.

Srryur BIPIN CHANDRA GHOSE :—Sir, T beg to ald a few words.
Two years agy this Council appointed a committee in order to report what
retrenchments this C_uncil will -have to- give effect to and it is for us
to settle and to decide whether we shall be able to give offect to the reports
mads by the majority of the Retrenchment Committee. ~When we have _got
to do certain acts according to the report of the Retrenchment Committee
Whiat is the necessity of fg’rming anot]i)ler committee in order to find out 1n
which way we shall'be ahle to give effect to the suggestions made by the
Retrenchment Committee of Benogl, I do nob find any necessity of appoint-
ing any committee at this stage. ®1,et this Council first of all decide in which

way we are able to give effect to the report submitted already by the Retrench-

N
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ment. Committee of this province. So, Sir, under
in view of the explanation submitted by the Hon’ble Finance” Member T am
of opinion: that there is no necessity of appointing such o committee: and
I hope the Hon’ble Mover will be kind enough to withdraw his resolution.

the circumstances and also

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :—8ir, we have heard tha
the Bengal Retrenchment Committee has already b
Hon’ble Finance Member and Members of the Exec
Ministers and that Report I hope will also be available
the Council. Will it be, may I ask ?

t the Report of
¢én examined by the.
utive Council ang the
to all the memberg of

Tae Hox’BLE Mr.- W, J. Rum :—The book, Sir,

1s published ot the cost
of one rupee,

Reyv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY =Tt will be very satisfactory I
suppose if all the Members of the Council will get the Report of the Com-
mittee and they will then have the opportunity of examini g the Report
themselves and have the recommendations discussed during our budget
discussion during April. And if that be the case T think that it will not be
necessary at all for another committee o be formed for examining this report,
what there is in the Report and what things are practic
practicable to be applied to this province, and ifit be p
to get the Report of the Bengal Retrenchm,
satisfactory.

ossible for all members
ent Committee it will be very

Mr. A. W. BOTHAM :—8Sir, I am authorised by the. Hon’ble Finance
Member to say that the Government will supply to the Members of this
Council the Report of the Bengal Retrenchment; Committee free of cost.

Mavrave MUNAWWARALT :—Jn bringing forward this resolution,

Sir, what T meant was that the recommendations of the Bengal Retrenchment
Committee might be looked into thoroughly and notice of my resolution pre-
ceded the preliminary speech of the Hon’ble Finance Member which he made
yesterday in which he said that he and other Kon’ble Members and the Hon’ble
Ministers were looking into the recommendations and were trying their lovel
best to see in what wa y they might give effect to them. To-day also he-
assured us of the same. It has been found convenient by some Members

that the Report of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee might be studied

mdividually by each Member and during: the budget discussions each Member
migit have an opportunity to give his opinion. If that be possible I think
we shall get the opinions of g larger number of responsible persong than the
opinions of four or five persons who might form the Committee, But if this
is done T do not think that it will be possible for him tq give his opinion
in the time—the time limit is twenty minutes —ang they will also have to
reZer to other mtters in this time. This being so the time limit would have
to be long enough to enable him to do so. 1 hope, Sir, therefore that when
any iHinidqu Member wishes to speak on the recommendations you may

al 1s permissible under

be graciously pleased to allow him longer time ¢}
the rules

............
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tion was ?

Mavravi MUNAWWAR AL :—I think my friend to the right made
the suggestion.........

Tre Hox’sie Mz, W. J. REID :—That each Member of the Council
should during the budget discussions express an opinion on the recommenda-
tions of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee ?

Rzv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :—No, Sir. T ask only that the Report
of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee be ciroulated among Members of the
Council but as to the time to be allowed for every Member to discuss 1t
I said nothing. e

Mivravi MUNAWWARALI :—He suggested that each Member will
have an opportunity of giving an opinion on the recommendations of the
Bengal Retrenchment Committee, and ibis I who request the Hon’ble the
President in that case to consider if 1t will not be possible to extend the
time limit. '

Tus Hox’sre ar PRESIDENT :—Have you withdrawn the resolution ?
Mavnavi MUNAWWAR ALI :—1I have withdrawn the resolution with
the request....-..oveee ;

Tae Hox’sre Tie PRESIDENT :—Is it a conditional withdrawal e

Tar Hox’srz Mr. W. J. REID :—May I be permitted, Sir, to make
one observation. I think there was 2 misunderstanding. I had not heard
the suggestion made that each M ember of the Council should offer an opinion
on the Repot of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee at the time of the
budget discussions. We have agreed to give each Member a copy of the
Report for study and we have given an undertaking that we shall consider
very closely any advice, any opinions, that we receive on it, but there are
other opportunities of giving opinions than in the course of : the budget
debates. T hope, Sir, that you will' not at this stage commit yourself in
advance to any undertaking about the time limit for speeches.

The resolution was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. :

_ Rar Bamapyr BIPIN CANDRA DEB LASKAR :—Sir, the resolu-
tion that stands in my name runs thus :i—

That this Council recommends to the Government of Assam that
immediate effect be given to the recommendations of the Assam
Retrenchment Committee in their entirety.

The Assam Retrenchment Committee was constituted in accordance with

a resolution adopted by the Assam Tegislative Counqil on the 99nd March
1921 to-advise Government as to the economies possible 1n connection with
certain appointments, Tt was nob 2 Committee to advise on general retrench-
ment of expenditure in every Depﬁrtmcnt of Goverr}ment. The Committee’s
?ePort was published as a supplement to the proceedings of_the Assam Council
 in the 4ssam Gazette dated the 5th April .1922. In Ibnef the Committee
recommended the abolition of certain #pPOo] ntments, viz., Commissioners of
Divisions, Assistant Inspectors of Schools, Deputy Superintendents of Police,
the Superintending Engineer and one Conservator of Forests. The Committee

e Hox'sie Mr. W. J. REID :—May I ask, Sir, whose the sugges- -
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recommended further that the Inspectors of Schools be taken from the
Assam Educational Service instead of the Indian Eduecational Service, that
one post of Under-Secretary be given to a Member of the Assam Civil
Service. They also suggested that if the Commissionerships were retained
Heads of Departments be made Secretaries in  their own Departments. But
1t is a matter of regret that though the Hon’ble the Finance Member realised,
from the time the budget for 1922-23 was 1}11(191' pri;pz':ration, that the policy
to-be pursued was one of retrenchment and in su}am1tt1ng the budget in the
Legislative Council on the 6th February 1922 said that the recommendstions
of the Committee will receive the most careful consideration from the Go-
vernment, yet mnothing in the line of retrenchment is Practically wvisible
even now. Of course my remarks apply to the recommendations of the
Retrenchment Committee. Hon’ble Members have no doubt read in the
newspapers what the Governments of other provinces have been doing for
their solvency. According to this statement the Incheepe Committee have
applied their ¢ axe’ to the expenditure of the Government of India while the
Bengal Retrenchment Committee have applied their “dao’, but the Assam
Committee did nothing like that, nor wes the Committee constituted with
extensive powers. The Government has now seen the report of the Bengal
Retrenchment Committee and they ave perhaps aware of the decision of the
Bihar and Orissa Retrenchment Committee also. I think it unnecessary to
give further reasons or to repeat those already known to us and both Hon’ble
Members and Government will agree that effect should be given to the
recommendations of the Assam Retrenchment Committee at once.

Tar How’sre Mr. W. J. REID :—The Resolution, Sir, as it stands is a
very comprehensive one, a very uncompromising one. The Council have been
told from time to time what we have already done in the w
to the recommendations of our Retrenchment Committee and I apologise for
trespassing on their patience if I repeat this information

again z2nd bring it
up-to-date. As far as Commissioners of Divisions are concerned it is not in

our power to abolish the posts even if we wished to do so. I will not pretend
that as a Government we are in favour of abolition, but the decision one way
or another rests not with us but with the Secretary of State; and the
decision will be taken for India as a whole and not merely, I 1imagine, for one
Province, Ag regards Secretaries and Under-Secretaries to Government, we

undertook when the opportunity arose to try a Member of the Assam Civil
Service in the post of Under-Secretary. I can only say that possibly the
opportunity will arise earlier than we thought it would, in which case we
shall endeavour to fulfil our promise. One difficulty about the resolution is

that I find myself replying for all my colleagues and sometimes on matters

with which I 2am not fully cognisant, but I understand that no final decision
has yet been come to about Assistant Inspectors of Schools. For the present
one of the two Assistant Inspectorships remains vacant and the question of
recruiting Inspectors, when opportunity affords, from the Assam Hdueational
Service is I understand under consideration. Similarly as regards  Deputy
Superintendents of Police. My Hon'ble Colleague has already abolished
one post and he is awaiting a scheme by which Inspectors may be employed

instead of Deputy Superintendents. He clearly can come to no decision until -
the scheme is before him, which it 18 not at present. There will also be
vacancies in the cadre of Deputy Superintendents and these will not be filled
in a hurry if they are filled at all. For the Forest Department I can speak

with more confidence being myself responsible.  There are two posts of

ay of giving effect
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Conservator, but one Conservator having gone on leave, we have left that

appointment vacant and weé do not propose to fill it. That is in effect a
carrying out of the recommendation of the Committee. We have also got
permission from the Government of India to cease recruiting for the Imperial
Branch of the Forest Service for some years to come, and we have reduced our
major Forest'charges from nine to five. Then as regards the Superintending
Engineer, the Council were informed before that we had abolished his separate
office and that we had attached the Superintending Engineer to -the office of
the Chief Engineer. Since then we have decided, if the Government of India
permit us to do so, to keep the post of Superintending Engineer vacant for the
present. It is not in our power to abolish it forthwith.

I have tried to tell the Council how far we have gone in the direction of
calrying out the Committee’s recommendations. T hope that they will regard
this 2s some advance, and will ‘not accept so- completely uncompromising a
resolution as that whieh bas been moved by my Hon'ble friend.

Rar Bamapvr BIPIN CHANDRA DEB LASKAR :—Sir, in view of
the explanation offered by the Hon’ble the Finance Member, ‘I beg to
withdraw my tesolution.,

The resolution was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

The following resolution which stood in the name of Munshi . Safiar
Rahman wes, by leave of the Coungil, withdrawn :—— :

That this Council recommends to the “Government of Assam that imme-
diate steps be taken to improve the communication of Goalpara
with Dhubri and Gaukati. '

5 A'flhe ‘Couneil was then adjowrned to Monday, the 5th March 1928, at

: Semroxe, } A. MELLOR,

, ’kae 7th ch_rcﬁ 1923, Recrétary, Legislative Council, Assam,
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