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Proceedinys of the Assam Legislative Council assembled
under the provisions of the Government of India Act,
1919.

The Council met in the Council Chamber at Government House, on
Thursday, the 23rd March 1922, at 11 a..

PRESENT :

The Hon’ble Mr. J. C. A:_'bi:bhnott, OLE,, President, the Hon’ble two
Members of the Executive Counecil, the Hon’ble Minister of Local-Self
Government and 86 nominated and elected members,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
(UNSTARRED QUESTIONS.)

Sanyor DALIM CHANDRA BORAH asked :—

1. (@) Are the Government aware of a note which appeared in the Arrest of

“ Assamia, ° a weekly paper of Dibrugarh, dated 15th January 1922, Boereors.

Column 2, headel ‘=311 75i¢,’ regarding the illegality of
the arrests of non-co-operator political offenders and the sentences
passed on them ?

(2) If the answer to question No. (a) isin the affirmative, will
the Government be pleased to call for all the records of the cases
against the non-co-operator political offénders who have been sent to
Jail during the last 6 months .in Assam for the purpose ot examining
the legality or otherwise of the procedure in connection with these
cases 7

9. Will the Government be pleased to state the number of civil Number of
guits and criminal cases instituted 'in the courts in the Assam and CIVIl suits
Surma Valleys as detailed below in Dacember” 1921 and January and 22{’°§;;?|q
February 1922 and also in the corresponding months in the preceding -
years, i.c., December 1920 and January and February 1921 2

(1) Provincial Small Cause Courts.
(2) Civil Courts (Munsiff’s).
(8) Sub-Judge’s Court.
{4) Criminal Courts—
(@) Institutel by private complainants.
() Instituted by police.
3, Will the Government te pleased to state the ‘amount of conrt- AMmount of
fees of all descriptions including the process-fee derived from gpits ol ggurt-fees

e : : & d pPro=
es instituted in the " courts mentioned in (1), (2), (8) and 4(a) jp cess-feos.
flztlsestion No. & during the period referred to therein ? 2 (@) in e
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Tye Hox’sLg M. A. MAJID replied :—

1. (a)—Yes. The note referred to is correct in stating thcft offence
under section 17(¢), Criminal Law Amendmgnt Act, 1908, is a non-
cognisable offence. If, however, a member of a body declared to be
unlawful association under that Act takes part in any _unlawful activity
constituting a cognisable offence he is of course liable to be arrested
without a warrant. 1f, for instance, five or more members of an unlawful
association, in prosecution of a common objce!&, do any of the acts mention-
ed in section 17 (z) of the Act referred to orin section 141 (fifth), Indian
Penal Code, they commit a cognisable offence under section 143, Indian
Penal Code, and are liable to be arrestel withnut_ a warrant. It may be
subsequently decided to prosecute under section 17 () of the Criminal

Law Amendment Act rather than under section 143, IndianPeoal Code,
or any other section,

(6) —Government do not propose to take the action sugg:sted.

2 and 8.—The information asked for is not availuble as the statist_ics
furnished to Government deal with the whole caleader year and not with
separate months. Government do not considgr it necessary in the public
interest to underbake a special enquiry to obtain the figures.

Rev. 3. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY asked :—

1. (a) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a list of
all the names of purchasers of explosives from the Chhatak Magazine, and

the amount of explosives purchased against each name from July 1921 to
the end of November 1921 ?

(6) Will the Government be pleased to state () how many officers
are there in the staff of the Chhatak Magazine for which an amount of
Rs, 50 a month is paid according to statement of expenditure of the
Sylhet Lime Company, Limited, ending November 1921 ? (¢z) Whether
these officers are whole-time officers or whether they are employed in
some other work or offices of the Company ? (442) Whether these
officers are fully or partly paid from the proccels of the Magazine ?

(¢) Will the Government be pleased to state (¢) the name of the
Manager of the Chhatak Magazine who is paid Rs. 150 per month ? (¢7)
Whether this officer is a whole-time officer or does some vther worlk also
in connection with the Sylhet Lime Company, Limited ; (#47) whether
he gets any extra pay for other work done with the Sylhet Lime Com-
pany, Limited, not connected with the said Magazine ; (¢v) whether he
holds any other responsible position in the Sylhet Lime Company
Limited, not connected with the Magazine; and what that position s ?
(») Whether this special duty in managing the Magazine is only his gide
or Lis main duty ? o

(@) Will the Government be pleased to state (7)
fact that some persons have applied to the Deputy
Sylhet to transter the Chhatak Magazine to their charg
bromised to supply explosives: at a cheaper rate to {he
80, will they be pleaged to state the names of such
addresses and the reply given to their application ?

(6) Do the Government know (¢) that ther

o ; { ! ) e is now a great depres-
s100 1n the lime trade—the price of lime which was aboat Rs. 75 last

whether it is a
Commissioner of
e, and they have
pablic? (i) 1f
persons together with

o |
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year being now about Rs. 45 only ? (74) That this will mean a great
reduction in the price of limestone next summer ? (¢77) That this will
mean a great reduction in the amount of limestone sale and hence a
reduction in the revenue ? :

() Will the Government be pleased to stat: what losses they
incurred or what evils there were in granting licenses to the people of
the Khasi and Jaintia Hills district to buy explosives from Caleutta and
from other places, before their agreement with the Sylhet Lime Com-
pany, Limited, to prevent purchasers of explosives from purchasing them

from any other pluce than the Chhatak Magazine ? ~And to state the
nature of such losses and such evils ?

(9) Will the Government be pleasel to state whether in any other

s provincss in India or any other district in Assam, such a ste p has been
t;a.ken? And if any, to state the names of those districts and pro-
vinces 9

(#) Will the Government be pleased to state whether licenses
will be granted to applicants for purchasing detonators from the Chhatak
Magazing for uge in lime quarries in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills ?

Tae Hon'Bue ME, A. MAJID replied : —

1. (a), (2) and (¢) —The information is not available.
(¢) —Government have no information but will enquire,
(€)—Government have no reliable information,

(F)—Grave irregularities in connection with th

1 i e transport, posses-
slon and sale of explosives,

fgos sives, especially of dynamite, in the Sylhet
dlStl‘_lct necessitated the initiation of the present system and render its

confinuance essential. The establishment of the Chhatak Magazine was
1ot due to any loss of Government revenue,

(9)—Not in As
no information.

(Z)—Yes. Provided the applicationis Zouu fide and the purchaser
complies with the rules framed under the Explosives Act (1914).

sam. As regards other Provinces Government have

Mavravi RUKUNUDDIN AHMAD asked :—

1. ‘Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table g compara- Muktabs
tive statement, showing separately in each of the two valleys the number and Mad- -
of institutions for Islamic learning (Muktabs and, Madrassas) and the o oo
amount of expenditure on them from the provinecial revenunes ?

Mz, A. R. EDWARDS replied :—
1.—The last . completed returns showed 85 re-or
for Islamic learning in the Surma Valley and 9 in

As the tables do not provide for ‘special returns of the expenditure
on Madrassas Government regret that they are not in g position. 4o
supply the further particulars asked for.

ganized institutiong
the Assant Valley,




Muxnsar SAFIUR RAHMAN asked —

: 1. 'Will the Government be pleased to state what ar}*ang&;mef}:s
. o . 1 L3 -2 L
gr’:-dmﬁrgus- have been made for impartine primary and industrial education to the

irial educa- Muhammadan Immigrants who have s:ttled in the different districts of
pon: the Assam Valley ?

Renounce- 2. (@) Isit a fact that several Muktabs and Madrassas of the .
ment

Govern- °" Surma Valley have renounced Government grants in pursuance of the

ment grants NON-Co-operation movement; ?
by Muktabs

and Mad- (2) If the answer to the above is in the aflirmative, will the Govern-
rassas.

ment be pleased to lay on the table a statement giving the names of

such institutions and grant in each case and to state how theser
renounced grants have been utilised ?

M. A. R. EDWARDS replied :—

1.—The attention of the IHon’ble Member is invitel to the reply

" given to his question No, 5 asked at the September moeting of the
Coungil. ;

R. ()—No Muktab or Madrissa has, so far as is known to Gov-
ernment formally renounced its grant-in-aid. Nine of these institutions

have however, probably for political reasons, ceased to s:nd in bills for
their monthly grants,

(6) ~The Government ses mo reason to give publicity to the particu-
lap institutions Whose bills have not been received.

The savings were employed as folows :—

(1) In giving a grant of Rs. 728—for a Mubammadan hostel for the -

Goalpara Madrassa.

(2) In giving a grant of Rs. 500—for Sanskrit . fols to the Srihatts,
rahman Parisad.

(8) In meeting a deficit in the budget provision unler the head
“Direct Grants to non-Government Special Schools.”

SrI;ur BEPIN CHANDRA GHOSE asked :—

Filli i 3 : .

SR L. Tsit a fact that whenever ?‘EY vacancy of Assistant Hegd-
oft Assist. I‘nastershlp occurs in the Subordinate Educational Servi

ant. Heag-

yalley High Schools, it is fillod up either by o r-oruit, from gy’ 530
: v High Sohoe ngal or
i:\ % ers;;lg from the Surma Vall,ey although equally qualified Assamege graﬁuates
i are already in the service ?

If so, will the Government be pleased to state wh
sfamese graduates of the Assam Valey is so overlook
are thus superseded by new recruits from other Proyiy

Y the claim of the
ed and why they
¢es and Valleys ?

Mz. A. R, EDWARDS replied :—

Lo angwer to the first part of the question is Ny,

The second
Part therefore does net arise.

e In the Aggam
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Srur DALIM CHANDRA BORA :—S8ir, an identical motion standing
in the name of Babu Krishna Sundar Dam, No. 3, was disposed of yesterday,
so with the permission of the Council I beg to withdraw 1, I beg leave to
withdraw the second motion also. -

Tue Hox'sng Mz, W. J. REID :—Sir, the motion is worded differently
but if is the same as the last motion that the Council disposed of yesterday.

Tne Hox’stg the PRESIDENT :—The first motion is withdrawn
automatically under Standing Rule 82. The second is withdrawn with the
permission of the Counecil.

Tue Hox’rg Mr. W.J. REID :—Then, Sir, the substantive motion, the
demand for the grant, may be put to the Council.

Tur Hox'sLe THE PRESIDENT :—The question is that a sum not ex-
ceeding Rs. 9,68,000 be granted to the Governor in Council to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on
the 8'st March 1923, for the administration of the Forest Departmeat.

The motion was put and adopted.

Tue Hox'sre Mz, W. J. REID :—1I beg to move, Sir, that a sum not
exceeding Rs, 88,000 be granted to the Governor ‘in Council to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment duting the year ending on
the 81st March 1923, for the administration of the head 7.—Stamps.”

here are no notices of motions.

The motion was put and adopted.

Tur Hon’zrg Mr. W. J. REID :—I beg to move, Sir, that a sum nof
exceeding Rs. 2,32,000 be granted to the Governor in Council to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on
the 81st March 1923, for the administration of the Excise Department.
There are sundry motions, Sir, for reduction. :

Bipg KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—S8ir, as there are other motions for
the entire omission of the grant I submit that they should be moved first as a
patt i5 involved in the whole.

Tug Hox'sue tae PRESIDENT :—Very well. I will call on Srijug
Dalim Chandra Bora to move his resolution,

Srmor DATLIM CHANDRA BORA :—Sir, I find that Maulavi Munaw-
warali’s 1esolution is more reasonable than mine, so I withdraw my resolution
in his favour. 1 am sure that he will make out a good case. ,

Tar How’sre Mr. W, J. REID :—There is yet another motion, Siy, £5-
the omission of the entire grant.  Does the Hon'ble Member wish to mov:e hi;
motion or will he follow the lead of Srijut Dalim Chandra Bora ? '

Maviavi MUNAWWARALI .:‘—-Sir, the motion standine 1
is as follows :—That the lump provision of Rs, 28,000 for thecre
ray of Excise Tnspcctors be omitted.,

U my nams
vision of the
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o, Sir you that the argument put forward by my  friend Babu
Kri:hgzbéfrilcfaio t]ggni’o about a partgbeing included in the whole does ngt
hold, OFf course a part may come in the whole and yet the Council mzl:,y ]5
prepared to allot the part and not the whole. Whatever that may be Ils 101

- put the whole first and see if the House be prepared to accept the whole.

In this connection, I beg Sir, to refer to paze 39 of the Budget, but before

L enter into a diseussion I would ask the Hon’ble Member in charge to tell me-

if, and if so when, increment was last given, if at ull, to the Eacise In-
spectors ?

Tue Hox’sre Mr. W. J. REID :—T am in some difficulty, Sir, in_this
matter. T think that this resolution has becn moved under a misapprehen-
sion.  If the Hon’kle Member will fsrmally move his resolution 1 shall reply
to it, and if after hearing my reply he is not satisfied and wishes to argue we
shall be glad to listen to him.

I think, Sir, that the whole thing is a misunc}erstandimg. I frankly admit
that there i a mistake in the budget figure which has probably led to the
moving of these motions for reduction.

Mavzavt MUNAWWARALI :—Sir, I should like to hear the Hon’ble
Finance Member,

Tre Hox'sre Mr. W. J. REID : —Well, Sir, I would ask the Coancil Ko
refer to our proceedings of last September. An explanatory note was lid
before the Council with a supplementary demand for revising the pay of the
Subordinate Excise Service, I have the note here. It begirs—* Thq case of
the Subordinate Excise Service was not considered in the general revision of
1ay of last year as the rates of pay of membirs of that department had been
fixed in 1918. These rates were fixed with regard to conditions that obtained
in 19:3-14 anJ since then circumstances have grestly changed, etc.” We
asked, Sir, that we chould be given a sum of Rs. 15,000 to enable us to
1.troduce a time-scale pay for Excise Inspectors, and this proposal was‘accepted
by the Council. Unfortunat ly by some oversight the fact that this Rs. 15,000
had been added was not regularly communicated to the Comptroller, and this
is why we see a striking difference between the fignre of the current year and
the budget figure for next year. There ought to have been another sum of
Rs. 15,000 added to the Revi:ed under the minor head.

Well, Sir, all that we have done is to carry out the proposals which the
ouncil sanctioned, We introduced the time-scale of pay, but when the bud-
get Was framed the Excige Commissioner had not worked out the precise effact;
O:f the time-scale on every one, Initial pay varies according to length of gep.
¥1¢é and other considerations, It was not till the middle of J anuary that we
g0t final figures from the Excise Commissioner. I. have here 2 statement
(l;ﬁtiJng the pay which will now be drawn under the time-scale by every single
ic erlm the department. I can assure the Council that we have not employed
88 New man anq that we have not given a single rupee as pay beyond

ag
What wag #PProved by the Council. I much regret the mistake in the figures.
MAT]LAVI MUN . . : 1st-
AWWARALT :—I think, Sir, that we should be econsis
enf. Afte - : nk :
think the flgemmg the explanation of the Hon'blo the Finance Member I

case I think fsilfc}:\;)ﬁllm iioe 1ot to press this motion, and in that view ohbe

Withdraw my motion,

i
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Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI :—Sir, may I ask the Hon’ble the Finance
Member whether he requir.s only Rs. 15,000 for giving effect to the scheme
or the entire amount of Rs. 28,000 ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mr. W. J. REID :—We require the entire amount, Sir.
The scale was introduced only from September last when the Council sanc-
tioned it. Next year it will be in force throughout the year.

Maoravi MUNAWWARALL :—1In that case, Sir, I should have no
option but to withdraw.

‘The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.
REWARDS IN EXCISE CASES.

Srur DALIM CHANDRA BORA :—The motion that stands in

my
name runs thus :— That the sum of Rs. 18,000 provided for rewards in excise
cases shoul | be omitted. »

This is not entircly a new motion, Sir. A similar one was moved last year
but without success. I again venture to bring this subject for discussion on
principle. This year I have some additional grounls on which I will urge the
entire omission of this sum.

It is admitted that there is a considerable fall off in excise revenue and
further depression is anticipated from year to year. Under such circumstances

the policy should be t» make gradual curtailment of our exp.nditure as far as
practicable.

It is a well known fact that this sort of rewarl is only peculiar to the
Excise Department. The servants of the other departments of the Govern-
ment are rendering not less service than the officers of this department but
no consideration whatever is made in this vespect for them. The Gurkhas,
the Civil and Military Police are rendering groater services to the State than
the excise officers but not a farthing is provided for their reward. This wmay
justly be called a partiality. ' -

" Again we must not. lose s'ght of the fact that the excise officers have been
favoured with an abnirmal inersase in their pay. This is sufficient <4ncentive
to encourage them to do their ordinary work faithfully and energetically and
to detect every sort of offence under the Excise Act. It may be contended
that the reward goes to the informant of excise offences and not to the excise
officers who send up the cases. I leave it to the decision 6f the Council how
far this is true.  As far as my knowledge gacs everything that is given as
reward in excise cases goes to the pocket of th_e prosecutor and not to the in-
formant. If anything is ever given to the informant at the mercy of the
prosecutor it is simply nominal. Admitting that the reward is wholly and
invariably given to the informant in excise cases I should like tocall it a gys-
tem of bribery which in the case of a private individual is a erime of heinous
type. Such a System must at any cost be avoided. Under such system of
allurgment people are prone to commit mischief and dishonesty, The innocenf
persons might be hauled up befors the court and _real}y guilty persons might
escape. In consideration of the abnormal fall in tie excise revenue and the
increment of the scale of pay of the excise officers and ‘above all the general
deficit in our provincial revenue it is wise that we should follow economi

i : TS ! ¢ prin-
ciple as far as practicable. There is no justification for making special
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provision for the Excise Department. We will not be justified in giving pre-
ference to this department by making provision for their rewards for detecting
crimes which is part of their legitimate duty.

Mavravi MUNAWWARALIL :—T beg, Sir, to accord my whole-hearted
suppott to this motion. With your permission, Sir, I would refer you to
another item under the same head of which I have proposed for an altogether
Omission............

Tae Hox'sre M. W. J, REID :—I protest, Sir, against any other item
being discussed on this motion.

Tar Hon’sts raz PRESIDENT : —The Hon’ble Member should confine
himself to the motion now before the House, _

Mavravi MUNAWWARALI :—I said for the sake of elucidating the
matter, that is under the same head, “ Secret Service expenditure—Rs, 500.”
Well, Sir, considering this along with Excise cases, it would be found......

TaE Hon’BrLe Mr. W.J. REID :—I object, Sir, to these being con-
sidered together. They are two entirely separate matters.

Tue Hox'BLE THE PRESIDENT :—I .want to hear how the Hon’ple
Memher proposes to connect them.

Mavravt MUNAWWARALIL :—They are, Sir, very intimately connected

and there can be no harm if one is referred to while discussing the other.
1t will appear that these are the mutual rewards one heing invariably con-
nected with the other—that is the Excise Inspectors are to be rewarded as also
the persons giving information. Secret Service expenditure. Tt means thig
item. The stimulus, Sir, is on both the sides. I mean to say that it will be
the lookout of the Excise Inspectors to procure cases and it will also be the
lookout of the “ Secret servants,” to provide information secretly so as to he
able to get rewards. I think, Sir, that in that view, both the sides are stimu-
lated for rewards. It is for this reason that Secret Service expenditure T
have objected to: As far as the present motion is concerned I think that
rewards in connection with excise cases should not be given on principle.
Because this will gerve concoction, Here again, Sir, they chargea man
merely for having certain excisable articles in his possession. Just a’ person
might throw in something actuated by bad or malicious motive into the
Possession of a man in order to get rewards and procure his punishment, Sir,
the onus is on the man in whose possession the excisable article is found, A
very difficult task, indeed. The mére fact of being in possession of an
excisable article compels him to discharge the heavy onus that he was in
Possession of that fong Jide. How difficult a matter it is | I think, Sir, that
i?“ will fancy that persons of vindictive character will find an easy prey in
bi: en(imifs' 1% is for this reason that this item appears to me to be undesira-
Hhents :‘1“ asa_beeu Pointed ouf by the Hon'ble Mover himself that ozcher dePﬂ*"f]?'
Pothis ﬁlerlsch‘arge their duties as best as they can and  ar¢ nok 3‘ewm'd§c_.
s (B TS obher Departments that would discharge their duties under
S clicumstances and these Kxcise Inspectors are- not to perform so
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very heavy taskas to entitle them to" further remuneration. I think their
works are light enough—much lighter than their pay should entitle them to
remuneration. 'Fo-day there is an item before us which has been granted
by the Council by way of increment to their salary and I do not think there
is any room for giving them any other amount by way of remuneration. I
therefore heartily support the motion.

Tue Hox’sre Mr. W J. REID :—This is the same motion, Sir, or
practically the same that was-moved last ye.r by the Hon'ble Mover. 1 then
told the Council that we felt some difficalty as to whether this item should
be classed as.voted or non-voted. The revson is that the civing of rewards
is done on the authority of two laws which govern our Execise administra-
tion. 1 mean the Opium Act which is an all-India measure and the Excise
Act which is a provincial one. We decided however to give the benefit of tha
doubt to the Council and submit the item to its vote.

I was in some doubt, Sir, when I received notice of this motion: whether
the objection was to the principle of giving these rewards or to the amount
provided. I take it that the objection is as. to the principle and not to the
actual figure in the budget, The reason why we have to make budget provi- .
sion is this. Thes2 rewards are given entirely or almost entirely from the
fines imposed in cases of conviction and from the sale-proceeds of excisable
articles confiscated. But fines received in this way have to be eredited to
the ordinary head of judicial fines. The Magistrate who realises the fines .
may not hand it over to the prosecuting officer or to the informant or to
whomsoever he gives the reward. He credits the reward as a judicial fine
and therefore we must have a corresponding provision from which to make
Payments. As I said our figure cannot be exact. We might not require
1t all or we might require more. So much so for the actual budget provision.

The reasons why the law provides for these rewards are I think sufficiently
obvicus. Offences against the Excise laws are on a different footing from
offences against the ordinary law. I purposely use the word offence. Smug- .
gling may or may not be a crime. But us I said last year these offences if
successful are most remunerative. The profits are very great and the people
who commit the offences are very clever. Also as I bave said more than once
the stricter our excise control, the more we increase our restrictions, the greater
the temptation to indulge in such offences for the profits. Therefore we have :
to use unusual methods to fight them. We have to make use of informants,
We as most people do dislike the very name, but the fact remains that we
should never gct successful prosecutions or we should get only a compara-
tively small number unless we adopted these methods. We have to appeal -
to the mercenary instincts of people to help us. Tt has beea suggested that
it is only to officers of the Excise Department that rewards ar: given for the
discharge of their ordinary duties. Well, Sir, have the Council never heard
of rewards for the recapture of prisoners who escape from prison ? Haye
the Council never heard of rewards in Police cases ? 1If the Hon’ble Member
will turn to page 84 of the Estimates he will find a definite entry in the
budget— Police rewards including rewards o outsiders ”—Rs, 4,000, :

As 1 told the Council lust year the rules enjoin that a fair proportio
of rewards should be given to the informants, This ig frequegﬂ; don?e
openly. But it also frequently happens that the Prosecuting officer does not
desire to disclose the name of r’ohe mforn}er. “ If he did, the utility of
the informer might be gonme, Therefore it frequently happens thai the
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reward is nominally given to the prosecuting officer but in actual fact a
considerable proportion goes to the informant. I have figures here showing
for three years the actual sums paid as rewards, In 1918-19 Rs. 12,000
was realisel by way of fine of which Rs. 11,800 was distributed as rewards.
In 1919-20 Rs. 11,000 was realised of which Rs. 10,000 was distributed.

In 1920-21 we received Rs. 14,000 as fines and distributed Rs. 12,600
as rewards.

There is one other point, Sir. The Hon’ble Mover lays stress on the
likelihood that the giving of these rewards will uncourage the bringing of
false cases, that people will get into trouble unjustly, frouble which they
would have avoided if there had not been this additional inducement to
bring these cases. Well, Sir, as I said beforz as a rule it is only when a
conviction has been obtained and a fine has been imposed that rewards are
given, and I confess that I do not see why a court should be more likely to go

wrong in dealing with an offence of this nature than in dealing with an
offence against the ordinary law.

Basu KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—Sir, I was at first doubtful as to
the justice or otherwise of this motion fr reduction, but after hearing the
Hon’ble Finance Member I think, on a question of prineiple, the Counecil
should support this motion. The Hon’ble Finance Member has first of all
told us that he is in doubt as to whether these items should have been placed
in the voted or non-voted col umn, that there is a question as to whether this
item is a matter within the jurisdiction of the Government of India or of the
Provinecial Government, But, Sir, on this point the serious question arises
when we are talking so much of the financial autonomy of the province

whether in matters like this we should still continue uuder the confrol of the
Government of India,

Tae Hon’ste Mr. W. J. BEID :—T do not understand in the least what
the Hon’ble Member means. Excise is purely a provincial subject. We
administer it entirely, we receive the entire receipts, we pay the entire
expenses. The Government of India exercise no control.

BaBy KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—I only enquire whether the
expenditure is such that thig province can control without any reference.........

. TaE I!'DN’BLE Me. W, J. REID :—1I have said, Sir, the Government of
ndia exercise no control.  Excise is purely a provincial subject.

Bisy KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—1I presume it is an altogether
votable amount and if the Council thinks fit it may press the motion............

the TEe Hon’sre Mz, W. J . REID :—The point, Sir, if I may explain it, s
w;*‘}-] e have decided to allow the Council fo vote as to whether the amo_““t.g
2%¢ provided are suitable or not. I submit that when as I told the Counci

the principle of oivs o oz : h tral
; 8IVing rewards is laid down in Acts, one of the centr
egislature and one of e R . -. Council cannot by its
vote destroy that pr?uth‘;' provincial legislature, this Council ca y

ciple,
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Basu KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—Then as to what has been said next
by the Hon’ble Finance Member that the amount budgetted may uot be actually
spent. On this point also I think that it will not be prudent for the Council
in the ordinary course of things to budget for expenditure and then leave the
whole thing to the discretion and good sense of the Department, particularly
when the expenditure leads to something not altogether so very pualatable.
The informers it has heea suggestel are ge'tinz a larger portion of the money
budgetted. I do not know how far this will give any consolation to my
Hon’ble friend the Mover as he sces his own countrymen to have some
prospect of gelting a portion of the money so buidgetted by helping the
Administration. But I think it is a poor consolation to us, having regard to
the general policy of the Administration which has been so long known to us
th:t the Government are really anxious to bring about a fall in the opium
revenue by all means in their power.

Now, Sir, I do not know whether the rewards which have been budgetted
here are meant to bring ahout a dimunition of the Excise revenues or to help
them to increase it.. As I have already stated, and many of my colleagues
have also noticed during the budget discussion during the coming year the
opiuin revenue has been budgetted as Rs. 80,000 more than that of the eurrent
year. So it scems—and of course there has been a correspond'ng increase of
expenditure. Well, Sir, here the question of principle arises. If the Govern-

ment is really anxious to sce the disapp.arance of the opium ievenue cr a -

reduction of the opium revenue, I think what they should do is this: They
ghould go on graduslly budgetting in every year for the opium revenue in a
descending figures and if there is a surplus accruing to the department this
should be applied to the purpose of non-recurting expenditure for Schools.
Iodustry, and Agriculture, but here we still find Government committed to
the policy of budgetting for higher and higher figures of excise revenue. Take
for instance here, Sir, the item under Supplies and Services against which......

Tre Hox’Bre Me. W, J. REID :—T submit, Sir, that this has nothing
to do with the item on which the Council are asked to vote.

BaBy KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM:—I was just mentioning the
question\__of principle as to how far the Council would be justified.........

TeE HoN’BLE THE PRESIDENT :—1I should like to hea.r What t‘hﬂ
Hon’ble Member has got to say. ,

Basuy KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—S8ir, this is an item which appears
under Supplies and Services. The major head is ¢ Excise * and the minor head
¢ Supplies and Services’ and then there are several other items, It appears
that 10 1920-21 the actual expenditure was Rs. 16,473. Tn the current year
it is Rs. 16,412 whereas in the coming year it is Rs, 20,180 so that there has
been practically an increase of 25 per cent. Of course there is no such
compulsion placed on the Finance Department avising from such facts ag
ganctioned time-scales and so on ; and here there is a pretty good scope for g
reduction and curtailment. So 1 submit, Sir, consider ng this particular item
of espenditure in relation to other items of this Department as well as takine
a broad view of the matter I think the Council Sh?‘ﬂd insist upon the
reduction of the budgetied exp_endlt‘ure with a view to this amount of 1, duction
being diverted to purpos:s which will more effectively help to bring aboug =
reduction of the opium revenue desired so much by the reople and the
G overnment.
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‘Mavrav RASHID ALTI LASKAR :—M
in connection with this motion, - Sir.
hearing the ‘explanation of the Hon'bl
I must have to oppose it.
like those who come to sco
mind to show how  these

ine has been a peculiar position
I had come to support it, but after
e the Finance Member I confess that
I have so to say undertaken a sort of somersault
ff but remain to pray. First of all I had a

excise officials occupied a very enviable position
and were trebly rewarded. The first reward just made mention of has

been one by way of an increase in their salaries. The second reward is
direct, viz., the subj

Ject matter of the motion, and the third a portion of
the fines and such an enviable position in the face of decreasing revenue
and lesser work lessened by co-operalors and non-co-operators together.
But after hearing the explanation from tke Hon’ble the Finance Member
all my doubts about this' item have vanished, I think the main point
for doubt about this matter centres here as if ‘this amount is budgetted
and given for rewards independent of the rewards made mention of in cages,
but exactly it is not so. Therefore there cannot be any question of giving
here as these sums are given by the Courtsand those are fixed in their
judgments and these particular sums are decided by the Ceurts. IE
the entire amount of fin.g were not crodited then T think this amount
would not find 5 place in the budget, becaus: the entire amount of fines’
are entered on the credit side, and the amounts given by way of rewards .
are credited here on the debit side in the budget. There lies the difficul’ y.
If it be a question why  the Courts should give any rewards at.all, in that
case I do mot think We:-can. discuss the  point until and unless we' can

amend the Act made menfion of by the: Hon’ble Finance Member, We
cannot question, the procedure .mnow. £)llowad by - the Courts. “So I thinlk
we should. not, hayve any cause forsupporting this' motion, rather the H on’bla
Mover shonld withdraw it,

SeruT NILMONI PHUKAN :—Sir; ag a matter of prineiple which' hag’
been so clearly enunciated just now by the Hon’ble the Finance Member
T opposed a similar' motion for reduction moved  last year. I again Opposé
it on the same ground now. Of course in the Bxcise Department weo want
the officers not only to do their .cold duties; but also. to be (very zealous go
that there might not be any smuggling, or any .illicit passession anywhere, .
This is the clear policy of the Excise Department and if out of Jealousy
lhese Bxeise . officers go- beyond- their' limif, there is thg Judicial” Court
to intervene., And, again, if some vindictive ‘officers' abuge their power to
satisty the. spirit of vindictiveness . they - will. not: wait for the: additional
reward.” So, as this reward follows the jidicial decision, T

o : 3 : think' we canriot
reasonably object to this amount being given as rewards to -the,,ﬁxcnise
officers, :

Sr1sur LOHIT CHANDRA NAYAK :—Ater hearing. the explanation
ofered by the Hon’ble the Finance Member I am of opinigs bionttion
expression “ Rewards in I'xcise caSI:_S_" 15 .Som‘f“’hat _Misley ny, From  this:
expression I gather that this provision is for the dtslribution'by the: Magis-
trates of judicial fines to informers and mformnnts. If that e the cise,
Sir, “ Rewards in excise caces”’, this exiression does not tg) us exactly what:
18 being done. Now, Sir. as it stands I see n0 reason tq

] . Support this resolu=-
tion, b-$ the expression is to be changed in future.  Wijth these remarks I
Ppose this resolution,
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. Rai Sams BEPIN CHANDRA DEB LASKAR :—Sir, regarling tke
snm of Rs. 18,000 provided for the reward in Excise cases, I think this amount
has been provided for the r-wards for the detection of opium’ s nuggling and
manufacture of country spirit, ete. I think this sort of detection is meant for
the good of the people and the evil deers will be checked thoreby, On the
other hand so long as the Excise officcrs are in the service they should be
rewarded for their good work. If the whole amount provided for the purpose
be not syent the remaining sum will be included in the closing balance of the
province. I therefore oppose the amendment.

~ Sruur DALIM CHANDRA BORA :—Sir, a word or two in reply will
suffice to meet the arguments advanced by the Hon'ble Members in opposing
my motion. The Hon’ble the Finance Member is not quite-sure whether this
item falls under votable or non-votable head. Had it been a non-voted subject
we would be gagged and all our troubles in haggling over the matter would
end. Since the Government is in doubt, I think we should get the benefit
of the doubt and freely handle the subject, It is highly spoken of that
the Government on principle has made this particular provision for rewarls
in Excise cases. The Excise cases no doubt bring some revenue in shape of
fine and thus in view of the Government some expenditure need be ‘incurred
under this heal in giving rewards to the informant or prosecutor whoever he
might be. But I should like to point ouf with equal justification and pro-
ptiety that all other criminal cases also bring certain profits in the shape of
fing and forfeiture. But no provision is made in rewarding the prosecutor or
the informant who is made also to give evidence in such criminal cases.

The Excise Act or the rules thereunder need not be amended in order to stop
this system of reward, ' I am sorry that even my pleader friends have made
a blunder in this respect. The giving of rewards in all criminal cases 1s dis-
cretionary ‘with the trying Magistrates. Some of the Hen’ble Members are
anxious that their countrymen will suffer if this system of reward be stopped
as the majority of informants or prosecutors are their own men, I beg, Sir,
to say that I care very little for such profit. The trade in excise is - univer-
sally denounced ag an immoral business. I am fully alive to. the fact that
what is ill-got is ill-spent. * I certainly cannot advise my countrymen to aspire
after such a sort of profit. It js said that the amount provided under this
head ‘might ot be spent. If we are doubtful as to the utility of the .amount
for the ‘purpose for which it is vaguely provided 1t might profitably be spent
for some oflier purpose instead of keeping it detained here,. At any rate the
allurement of such a sort is likely fo cause contrary effect and it must be
discontinued,

Tug' Hox'sLe Mr., W. J. REID :—I have received so much support, Sir,
which T gratefully acknowledge, that there is very little for'me'to say. ‘Mau-
lavi Rashid Ali Laskar put the case very clearly. 'I'On!y want 45 vepeat
that $he reason why we have Excise prosecntions, the’_reasong why ‘we Slvetie:
wards are two—for the carrying out of our Excise policy which is the furthar-
ance of sane temperance and also for the protection of our Exeige reven
This Council, Sir, is committed to a policy of steady reduction of Excise
céipts and I am sure that those mem_bera who most fl‘equ_ently alv
ance measur.s are the very lasts to wish that greater facilitics should be given
for illegal practi-es, for obtaining illicic supplies of excisable il The
issue is a plain one, We are certain to have some prosecutiong wider the Excise

ue.
I'g=
ocate temper-
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Act. Tt is practically ce'tain that some of these prosecutions ]w;}ll]ee?wf}lc:]ne C(E'“a
viction. Tt is then discietionary with the magistrate to awarc e
part of the fine as aTeward. Whatever sums are ol ﬁnet? have budget
credifed into the treasury. To enable rewards to be paid wehmus s 5;‘ T
provi ion. If the Council thinks that the provision made e (::nan S
sheuld not object to a reduction. As .I said in such matters no

foretell with any accuracy the exact figure required.

One Hon’ble Member suggested that the heading is a rjmslﬁeadin%oronue;
Well, Sir, we are not respousible for these headings. They alle xtet <for s
and are common to the whole of India. }Ne have no 82y in t :etma 110 3 b
I suggest that the expression  Rewarls in Excise cases ”’ is Eo really a 2
eading one. The reward is given after there has been an Excise case ar

after this has been decided, and it comes from the fine which has been
imposed in the case,

Tee Hox’sLE THE PRESIDENT :—-The. question is that the sum of
Re. 18,000 for rewards in Excise cases be omitted.

The motion was put and negatived.

Sruor DALIM CHANDRA BORA :—This motion runs thus : ~That
the sum of Rs. 4,500 for rewards for opium confiscation be omitted.

This resolution stands on the same footing_‘ as the one which has been Just
00w lost and with the sad experience in my first attempt I do not venture
to appear before the Hon’ble Members for asking them to make a reduction,

0 1 think it is hetter for me to withdraw it.

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Sruur DALTM CHANDRA BORA :—The last item for omission which
Propose under this head is the sum of Rs, 5,136 for temporary establigh-
ment. ¢
This, Sir, is provided for a temporary establishment, but from the budget,
figures it does not appear that it is provided on a temporary basis, We had
éxpenditure under this head in 1920-21, in the current year and also in the
Dext year and I do not know how long it will continue, “thig temporary state
of affairs, At the same time I do not quite understand what is tje object of
providing such a temporary establishment. The other day we agked" for g
Provision for introduction of a pass book system for the .detection of orimes
and offences in the consumption of opium but it was denied anq I want to
20w definitely what this amount is for. As a matter of fact the receipts
rom Excise are decreasing and decreasing and we shculd B€6 OUT Way . o onp-
il our expenditure as far as practicable, and if we can cwrlail it withoyg an y
etriment o the pubic interest or _tO the department . concerned thup I think
¢ Hon'ble Members will not hesitate to have this amount expunged, Of
Course if they say that the majority of our people n our country are opjum-
€aters and that this Fxcise staff is required, for fousing them jp the morning
e it may be retained. But if it is not so then it g betler that it ehould
bt? struck off, Howcv r T want to heﬁll' A0 explanation from the Hon'ble
th‘,n‘uce Mcmber, 1f the answer is satisfactory they Probably I may not press
8,

wib
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Tae Hox'se Me. W. J. REID :—I hope, Sir, to be able to satisfy
the Hon'ble Member. The item which he mentions consists of three separate
items. TFirst of all for the Sadiya Frontifar Tract in connection with the
registration of opium-eaters and the restrictions on consumption we employ
an Inspector on Rs. 120 a month and two peons on Rs. 14 each a month.
This was first done in the year 1920 at the suggestion of the Political Officer
who said that he could not possibly enforce the measures without this staff.
The appointments were naturally made temporary to begin with. I may say
that the Political Officer is pretty certain to press for their being made per-
manent. This is an int.resting item, Sir{ because it gives the Ccuncil some
slicht indication of how the cost of administering the.Exciss Depirtment must
go up as our restrictions hecome closer.  The second item is the cost of what
is known as the Jaintia patrol party. It consists of one Jemadar and four
peons. This pirty was sanctioned in 1919 and is employed to prevent the
smuggling of liquor from these hills fo Sylhet. If we abolished this staff it
would'on'y mean that great facilities for taking cheip and strong liguor
down from the hills to the plains would be afforded. Then we have three
patrol parties in the Sylhet district on the borders of the Tripura State and
these are maintained for exactly the same reason. We have been for
several years negotiating with the Tripura State authcritics. We wished to”
come to an understanding by which we could establish on the border a zone
within which there will be no shors. We have come to a tempora-y arrange-
ment with the State but we have not yct come to a permanent a-rangement.
That is the reason why these parties are classed as temporary. I do n.t know
if the Council desirc that any of these parties should be abolished.

Sruur DALIM CHANDRA BORA : —Sir, after hearing the explana-
tion of the Hon’ble Finance Member I have no objection in withdrawing my
motion. I beg the leave of the Council to withdraw it.

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

MavLav MUNAWWAR ALI :—Sir, the motion s‘anding in my name
is that the provision of Rs. 500 for secret service expenditure be omitted.

Another motion, 2¢z., rewards in Excise cases involving exactly the same
rinciple has been negat'ved just now by the Council by a majority and I Sir,
30 not see why I shoald hope for success. Yet, I must tell you that I have
not been convineed by the arguments put forward by the House that the
principle involved is a sound principle for allowing ths expenditure. T must
ask the House, does the House realise that in Excise cases the accuged has the
onus of proving his innocence ? I invited the very keenest attention of
the House to this very important poiut to realise how very difficult it is for
an accused to discharge this heavy onus and how easy it is for an enemy of the
accused to get him entangled in criminal cases of this kind and procure
punishment for him, This is a principle, Sir, which is not unmixed with good
and evil but to my mind the evil outweighs the good. It is for thig reason
that on a matter of principle I proposed the omission of this item and whﬂé
reiterating my opinion that I still consider such a principle being altogether
wrong I with due deference to the opinion of the majority of the Houge be
leave of it to withdraw the motion. g

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn,
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. TueHon'BLe tue PRESIDENT :—The question is that a sum not eixcee;l-
ing Rs. 2,32,000 be granted to the Governor ‘in.Counctl to defray _the c mggiez
which will come in‘the course of payment during the year ending on 31s

March 1928 for the administration of the Excise Department.

The motion was put and adopted,
‘Tae Hov’BLe M&. W. J. REID :—1I beg fo move, Sir, that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 7,000 be ‘granted to the .Governor. in Couneil to defray the
charges which will come i the course of payment during the year ending on
the 81st March 1923, for the administration of the head 37.—Miscellaneous
Departments,”’

The motion was put and adopted.

Tre Hox'siz Mr W, 7J. REID : —1I beg to move Sir, ‘that a sum not
esceeding Rs, 1,77,000 be granted to the Governor in Council to d friy the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the  year ending on
fhe‘mst March 1923, for the administration of. the head ¢ 47.—Misgel-
Janeons.”

The motion was put and adopted.

TrE How'sLe Mr. W. J. REID .1 beg.to move. Sir, that a sum not
eXceeding R, 3,68,000 be granted to the Governor in Couneil to de{’r‘ay the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on

the 31:t Mareh 1928, for* the' adininistration of the head ¢ 46.— Stationery
and Privting.”

The motion was put and adopted.,

TaE Hox'pre Mzr. W.J. REID :—1I beg, Sir, to . move that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 29,656,000 be granted to the Governor in Couneil to defray the

Will come in the guurse of payment during the. year ending on
the 81st March 1923, for the administration of the head ¢ 41.—Civil Works.”
Thera ure several motions, Sir.

Rar Samrp MANOMOHAN LAHIRI:—Sir, since giving the notice of
omission T have come to know that therc has been a mlstake_\m the fjg ure in
the budget, so with the permission of the Council I beg to withdraw. it,

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Basy KRISRANA SUNDAR DAM :— Sir, the motion which stands ip
"0y nameg is that, the sum of Re. 6,000 provided for' the salary of the Registrar
10 the.Public Works Secretariat be omitted.

I move this motion for reduction both:on the sirength of its merits 4 well
38 on-a question of principle. 1In the first place, Sir, as egards the merig of
the case, T suhmit that . there is-no necessity for continuing this office of the
t.hegistrar ¢onsidering the nature and quantity of the works, done ¢ompar:d with
a :

-one by.the Registrar of the General Secretariat. The Registrar of the
Pablig Work SElshrar o out a ;doz:n or

i with only al,
; 8 Department Secretariat has to deal wi y about
a little more clerklsj__ (1 S;eakeo;)en to correction) whereas the Registrar of the
retariat has.to deal with more than a hundred clerks and he has to
8€rve the Exe :

€nera) Sec h H
cutive Counei] Ministers and other Heads of Departments
about 12 or gq 3, numl?e;?m %3?1;, Sir, ag to the actval nature of the works done

o
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&
by the Registrar of the Public ‘Works Department Secretariat, T think the’
Councillors are aware of what is said in the” Report of the Retrenchment Comi-
mittee which unfortunately I have not now with me—there it is stated clearly
thab the duties of the Registrar are simply to pass on papers from the Heads
of D>partments to the clerks or Head Assist:mt.s dealing with the same. In
other words he has not to deal with any case himself but simply to transmit
files from one hand' to another, Of course I say so from’ what I read in the
Retrenchment Committee’s Repert. At all events the Registrar in the Public
Works Department is a similar agency th does not requir: any professional
or expert knowledge ‘for doing his work in the Public Works D ‘partment.
What I propose to suzgest is the abolition of this post of the Regl_strar,_ Public
Works Department Scerctaiiat; his office being” placed under the Registrar of
the General Secretarint. Thos: who have read the Repors of the Retrenchment
Committee are aware that there is admittedly room for economy and there
have also ‘been' specific suggestious_ for- qconomy—.—afor instance it has been
suggested that the post of the Superintending Engmper ought_to be a.bo_‘lished.
Now, Sir, T am statirg my case on what I'say isa question’ of principle.
What are the Government “g)ing™ to do for g'ving effect to the recommenda-
tions of the Retrenchment Committee? We have not yet got any definite
statement from Government. Of course we have heard only so far that
Government are going to do what they can with regard to their recommenda-
tions.  What'we would have been glad to hear from the Government side i
thut within‘a definite time whatever time it may be—one year or two years or
even thrée years—Government are going to give effect to the rec ymmendationg
of the Retrenchment Committee ; but nothing of the kind has been' stated and
we are lefti to surmise and guess.  Sir, may we request the Hon’ble Finance
Member to tell us whether within a year or two the proposed retrench-
ments in ghis~ Department will' be given effect ? OF course in that case the
present motion may be withdrawn in order to give time to arrange matters
without inconvenience, ele.,, but of course if Government go on ind finitely
keeping superfluous officers without suffidient work and without givine us any
idea as to when we may expect to see the recommendations of the Retrench-
ment Committee giving effect to ? I think tte Council have a right to press
for_this moticn. I shoull also like to remind the Council what has been sajd -
by Mr. Dasenne, the Superintending Eng neer, about the post of the Registrar,
He wrate in reply to questions submitted to im by members of the Retrench.-
ment Committee a note and that note is app.nded to the Report of the
Committee.,. -

- Therein he also said that the post of the Registrar may be abolished ; it
will be found at the end of the Retrenchment Report and I aoree with kim
on this‘point. I should also tell the Council that some of them may be under
the erroneous impression that because there was no recommendation ‘about
retrenchment touching this particular-officer therefore we should not interfere
with this. ‘They will remember that although this Council in their resolution” -
for the Retrenchment Committee asked for a Committee to eXamive the whole
machinery of the Government for the purpose of retr.nchment, the Govern-
ment were fiot pleased to give them such large powers, and they Jimited {heip
investigations only to particular posts and that has been g matter of complaing
in the note of Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra Datta. Although they were
conscious that there were other posts about which they might recommend

economy, unfortunately they were prevented ‘fron'l doing §o on s
limitations impo.ed on their powers i the Couneil should not think that E;:idzi
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what has been recommendel by the Retrenchmont Committee members, there
isno other direction in which retrenchment can bLe effecield. This is one
instance. As I have already said, agre:ing with Mr. Dusenne, the Sujerin-

tending Engineer, anl also on a matter of principle, this motion should be
accepted by the Council,

Tee Hox’eLe M=, W. J. REID :—The Hen’ble Member, Sir, has hung a
long sermon on the slenderest of texts. His motion is for the reduction of the
post of the Regis‘rar in the Public Works Department Secretariat but his
speech dealt almost entirely with the recommendations of the Committee
on Retrenchments and the failure of the Government to act on these.

Tue Hox’sir THE PRESIDENT :—I think he wantel to ex
this particular post had escaped the eye of the Committee. :

Tae Hon’BLE Mr. W. J. REID :—I am sorry, Sir, if I have mis-
understool the Hon’ble Membher. As for the Report of the Retrenchment
Committee surely he does not expict to get from me any decision. For one
thing as I told the Council the other day we have not yet come to any deci-
sion, We cannot decide with such lightning speed. We hLave promised to
consider very carefully all the recommendations of the Committee. More
I caunot say. 1 do not know, Sir, where the Hon’ble Member got his informa-
tion as to the duties of the Rezistrar, I gather from his speech that he
thinks there are only tw lve cle.ks in the Public Works Department Secretariat.
The actual number is thirty-five in addition to daftris and ck aprassis and thege
is no Personal Assistint in chargs. Ho said I think that the only duty of the
Registrar is to transmit files from one hand to another. Well, Sir, I should
like to ask the Member of the Retrenchment Committee sisting opposite me if
that has been his experience with recard to the Regist ar of any Secretariat.
The facts are very different. 1In every office where there is a large number of
clerks there must be a wministerial head. The Registrar is this ministerial
head and has detinite duties assioned to him. He deus with tome routine
cas>s which do not go to the Under-Secretary. He is responsible f£ir any
delay that occurs in bandling cases and for the distribution of work. He
maintains the discipline in the office and sces th:t the clerks attend punctually.
He is himself promoted from ‘the ministerial ranks to be their head,"and is
theref re in the best position to know what they can or cannot do and to mke
allowance for them when allowance ought to be made. The proposal, Sir, that
the Public Works Department Secretariat and the Gene al Secretariat be
amalgamatel is an entirely new one. I think it is an impossible one, but am
hardly called upon to express an opinion offhand like this,

As for Mr. Desenne’s note, Sir, of which the Hon’ble Member ha
80 much I should like to ask hira—he says that Mr., D
note suggested the abolition of the Registrar—does this mean t
the whole of Mr. Desenne’s note ?

Ra1 Sante PADMANATH GOHAIN BARUA :—S§;j,,
not attach much importance to the post of Registrar in the
:'l?e'[t)a-&'tment and I think that it is allllllﬂﬂ?c?fg?ry ]ifnk to that D
2 1t does not fall in tke list of posts the abolition of which mijoht
the power of this Government, I::,s indicated by the Hon’ble thecFinagI‘Jc;e bﬁgﬂf
ber in his introductory spcech on presentation of the bud get estimate for the
next year, I recommend that this post be abolished with advantage : and with
these remarks, T have tho pleasure to support the resolution,

plain why

made
eseune in hig

hat he accepts

|

I for one do
Public Works
epartment. So
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Basu KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—1I do not think, 8ir, anybody is
goinz to speak, so I, with all respects to the Hon’ble the 'Fmauce Member,
should like to reply to two things. There is a regrettable differsnce as to the
number of men employed in both the offices. My information was 12, while
according to the Hon’ble the Finance Member which 1s more reliable, tha
number is 85. But that I think doss not affect the weight of all that I have
said. The question is whether the Rugistrar of the General Secretariat can do
the works which are at prezent done by the Registrar of the Public Works
Department. I cannot forget, Sir, that the Resistrar of the General Secreta-
tiat does often officiate as Under-Secretary and I submit that if he could find
time to do the duties of the Under-Secretary for a good portion of the year,
why should he not be able to do the duties which are now done by the Public
Works Department Registrar. Anl as the Hon’ble the Finance Member has
already told us that the Registrar has hardly to do any original work, he is
only to deal with some routine Wworks, That being 89, there is no likelihood
of any unusual strain ; unusual intellectual or physical labour, by the proposed
additional works by placing another 85 clerks uader him. As regards the"
duftries and other menials, I do not think they would give much trouble
either of the bodily or mental charactsr in managing them. A; o overwork,
Sir, I appeal to the Members of the Government to say whether they have,
during their long and varied experience, ever come across a1y of thair” subor-
dinates who have not complainel that they were over-worked and who said
that they had sufficient time or leisure ; I do not believe that the present
Registrar of the General Secretariat will bz over-worked or that he will not
find enough time to do hoth the works ; in these matters we cannot go iato
minute details at present.

The Hon’ble tha Finance Member has asked mo whather T am going to
accept the recommendations of Mr, Desenne in their eatirety. Of course, Sir,
Mr. Desenne also said that unless the whole of my recommendations are
accepted, there is no use accepting them in part. -But whatever Mr. Desenne
might have written he agreed that so far as the professional experts of the
Department are concerned, namely, the Superintendine Engineer and the
Under-Secrebary, there might have been some differance betwesn himself and
the members of the Retrenzhment Committes ; but so far as this non-expert
Registrar of the Department is concerned he has nothing to say against
abolition of his office. He viewed the question from two stand points—how
many officers are necessary from a consideration of the necessary expert and
professional knowledge and how many- are necessary from the standpoint of
non-professional knowledge. The Registrar, as T have already said, is g nons
professional officer with no expert knowledee and so I think whatever My,
Desenne might have said, that dose not affect my motion.

Tee Hox’str Mz. W. J, REID i=I am afraid, Sir, the Hon’ble

- Member misunderstood one or two things that I said. I did not say that the

Registrar did no original work and that he only deals with routine cases, All
cases come through his hands. What I said was that some  routiue cageg
are finally disposed of by him and do not even go to the Under-Saoretary.

The Hon'ble Member asked again, Sir, whether the Registrar of the
General Secretariat cannot take over these dutics, He Buggested that the
Registrar of the Assam Seeretariat was not overworked. Well, Sir,

o Ik
that the Hon’ble Member spcke in ignorance, I 8ay without hesita Y

tion that
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there is no officer of my acquaintance.in the whole admzlus‘l':ra.tt‘c{nd of 1;118 ?;%Br
ince who works so hard, who is so coasistently overworked a
Registrar, x

One other argument against the proposal is perhaps unkno‘wt?_ EO Ik]tiﬁa
Hon’ble Member. Our Civil Secretariat is situated on Secre a.usé. build:
The Public Works Department S:cretariat occupies a large bloc'kl 0 iy
ings at a considerable distance. It would be physmally’ 1‘-’10110‘:"55‘bbe - (;mr aly
Registrar to look after both offices, and I take it the Hon ble Mfamhgl Lot
suggests that in ordsr to save the pay of the Registrar ~we  ought A Sladie-
struct a new Public Works Department office in co :tiguity to the Civil Sec
tariat. I am contont to leave the matter to the Council.

The motion was put and negatived.

Basu KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :~—Sir, I beg to move ‘ That the

-sum of Rs. 7,600 provided for travelling allowance of the Superintending
Engineer be reduced by Rs. 8,000,

This is one of the offices, Sir, for the abolition of which the %etreng{z—
ment Committee have recommended and as we have already heard e o 13
Hon’ble the Finance Member the Government cannot according to him procee

with lightning speed to give effect to the Committee's recomendations, they are

not also going to make any statement before the Couscil as to- whether they
-aTe going to give any effect,,,......eee

Tus ov'sts Me. W. J, REID :—1 said, Sir, that we had not come to
ad“Y_ decision, We clearly can makeno statement until we have come toa
ecision.

Basu KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—Sir, it was hoped that when the
Retrenchment: Committee was appointed by the Council or rather the resolu-
tion for the appointment of the Retrenchment Committee was accepted by the
Government with some modifications, it was hoped then that the recommenda-
tions put forward by them would be accepted without any undue delay by the

Government but what strikes me, Sir, is this that the Government seem not
to be yet able to see eye to eye with the Members of the Retrenchment Com-
mittes who :

------ LR L

Tee Hox'sre Mz, W. J. REID :— I must again say, Sir, that we have

come to no decision. The Hon’ble Member is not entitled to say that we seo
eye to eye or do not sce eye to eye.

Bau KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—S8ir, the Council would have been
satisfied if the Government side had only declared that -within' such ‘and such
3 period they would give out their opinion one way or the O'fgher. This is all
I aimed at principally in moving for some motions for reduction wunder these
heads, but T tegret to have, to say, Sir, that 1 failed so long to obtain any
clear - and intelligible - ‘statement from .tlge- GOqumeufs. side=1 ' may
now give up the point  whether”, as. is iudeed difficult to gay . whether
or not Government will acfnally aive effest  to _tha Tecommendationg—=but I
would like to know within what time the GOVETF‘I{HQM would consider finaly
'he recommendations of the Retr n-hnent Committee. I think that that is 2
legitimate request whish I can reagonably place befors  the™ Finaues Member
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For our ehlichtenment and I shall be glad if he will kindly tell us ‘within what
time they will give us final decision of the Government. I do not mean
to imply that the Government should accept’ the* recommendations of the
Retrenchment Committee in their entirety. 1 simply want to know what
time théy will take to come to a decision. If we are not to be favoured with
any information on this point, I would ask the Council to enfer a sort of pro-

test by reductions which would corapel the Superintending Engineer to .do a

less amount of travelling than he has been accustomed to do heretofore, OfF
course I think this is a very reasonable sort of protest, viz, that he should
do half the travelling for which the Government have budgetted this time.

Tae Hon'sre Mz, W. J. REID :—Sir, the provision made is the average
annual cost of the travelling allowance drawn by the Superintending Euogineer,
the Government Inspector of Boilers and the tour clerk. I confess, Sir,
T do not know what the intention of the Hon’ble Mover of the motionis. I
cannot for obvious reasons say anything more than I have said about & the
Report of the Retrenchment Committee. But the officers I have mentioned
four in the interests of efficiency and economy. The Chief Engineer speaking
as a professional man tells us he has frequently found that timely iunspection
results in economy. I fancy that several members of this Council will support
bim when he says that a threatened bridge or embankment or a bulging boiler
cost less to remody than to replace. that the difference might be far greater
than the amount sp:nt in paying the travellng allowance of the inspecting
officers, The Superintending Engineer, Sir, as I rominded the Council the
other day is essentially an inspecting officer, and T fail to see what gain there
would be in efficiency or anything else if his {oaring was restricted and if he-
spent at headquarters twice the time that he now-spends there.

Does the Hon’ble Member wish to reply, Siv 7

Basu KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—No, Sir.
The motion was put and negatived.

Basv KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—Sir, I beg to move that the sum:
of Rs. 4,200 provided for a temporary Eugineer under ¢ Construction * be-
omitted.

I am not sure, Sir, whether the expenditure has already been incurred or
whether things have been arranged in such a way that the expenditure musk
be incurred in the coming year. If there is yet no compulsion placed by
circumstances on the Council, then I think the Council may very well consider
whether they can incur this new expenditure, with the risk of its béing made
recurring, at a time when refrenchment is absolutely necessary, Of course
Sir, I do nob know what the explanation of the Government side will be, g
1 am waiting to hear it.

Tas Hox'sts Mr. W. J. REID :—I think, Sir, that it the How’bl
Member and one or two other Hon’ble Members had availed themselyes of e‘
;uvitation to come to the Finance Department for an explanation of an ‘tom
that they could not understand, this motion and a good many o ‘Ghersy ttems
not have been moved, The facts are very simple. Three of our e ‘Would
of Engincers are employed outside the provinee, two on ImPGriaf’ Waélrkzta%

a

been compelled to
ly have to do so until they
angement 1s not altogether satis~

employ a tempor-ry Engieer and we shall " c'early h;
come back. At the present moment the arr
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factory, but the actual financial effect is that after paying for the temporary
Engineer and deducting the salavies of those permanent officers who are
employed outside, there is a clear saving of over Rs, 1,600 a month,

Rar Samie BIPIN CHANDRA DEB LASKAR :—Sir, if there are

officers available in the permanent establishment it will be absolutely unneces-

gary o appoint officers 1a the temporary establishments. Therefore ~I oppose
this motion.

Bapy KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—I beg to withdraw this motion,
Sir.

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn,

Bisu KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—Sir, T beg to move that the sum
of Rs. 18,000 provided for Assam allowancs und:wr “ Construction * be
omitted. ;

Sir, on this question I have only to say this that the rules for allowing
the Assam allowance were framed ~ before the bime scale of pay came into
existence and long before the present enharcement of galaries took place. If
8o, Sir, thea, having regard to the altered circumstances, v7z., that the new
arrangements for allowing time-scale and enhanced salaries, I think the
Council may very well consider whether they should still go on paying what

is c_a.l‘xed the Assam allowance, I have brought forward this motion more with
a view to getling a clear idea of the past and the present state of things and
with a view to bring to the notice o

I f the Council the question whether what
might have ‘been necessary Some years ago may not he necessary now,
considering the privileges whi

81d ich have been secured by the time-scale and
revision of salaries of officers.

Seur LOHIT CHANDRA NAYAK :—S'r, I have a similar motion
standing in my name about which I wish to say. a

few words. Referring to
page 108 of the budget we find the entry * Overseas allowance’—that is enty
No. 1

There is a technical allowance which is put down as No. (2). Then
coming to the top of page 109, we find allowance No. 3, and then another
allowance not; yet sanctioned and this is the subject-matter of my motion.

Now, 8ir, the Assam allowance uzed to ba given before the revisjon of
present pay or hefore the introduction of the time-scale. _
department has been more benefited by the revision of pay than this class of
officers and 1 know of cases where officers were formerly drawing legs than
Rs. 200 and have now by a single jump risen to abov(_a Rs. 500, ‘hey have

ad in my opinion a considerable enhancement of their pay and the further
Payment of allowance by way of the Assam allowatllaee ]13 therefore absolutely
unuecessary, Thig kind of enbancement of pay by leaps and bounds has
ealen to the vitals of our provincial revenue causing taxation

en. g necessary.

ervices primarily exist for the country and it 1s a fact Which ought never to
be lost sight of, Therefore during these days of deficit b“dgﬂtq I do not; see
my way to support this demand for more money. I_t 18 N0t sanctioneq as yet.
Tt will be good day for the present if it is not sanctioned at all by th, higher

auth,orities and for this reason I wigh to support the resolution moyeq by my
Hon'ble Collcague Baby Krishna Sundar Dam.

the
Now, Sir, no
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Tee Hon'sre Mr. W. J. REID :—I should like, Sir, first to ask the
indulgence of the Council if my explanations in dealing with thes: some-
what technical Public Works Department matters are not as convincing as
they might be. We miss greatly the assistance of Colonel Taylor in this
Council. But I hope that any shortcomings in the advocate will not be
taken against the justice of the cause.

Well, Sir, the two Hon'ble Members who have spoken have very rightly
called attention to the fact that when these aliowances were originally given
the scales of pay were very different from what they are now, that there has
been a revision resulting in a considerable increase of pay to the Enginesring
Services. In this motion and in some of the other motions which will come
up there is a certain confusion in nomenelatura. Nowadays the Engineering
Services have been divided into three. The first is known as the Indian Service
of Engineers which is an all-India service. We have the Assam Engineering
Service, which is a provincial sesvice. And lastly in place of the old U pper
anl Lower Subordinates mentioned in the budget there will be a Sinole
Subordinate Service. The time-scales have all been sanctioned but in the
case of the Single Subordinate Service all the permanent appointmeuts have
not yet been made. The question which has now been raised came before us—
whether the Assam allowance should continue in view of the fact that
conditions of pay and prospects had been materially improved. We went
very carefully into the question and finally addressed the Government of
India asking that the Secretary of State might be moved to sanction the
continuance of the allowance in the case of tlge two upper services, the Indjan
Service of Engineers and the Assam Engineering Service. We definitely
said that in the case of the Single Subordinate Service the
givea had been fixed after consideration of all local conditions
did not think that any local allowance was necessary in their case, Thig Single
Subordinate Service will absorb all the men of the Upper Subordinate establish-
ment and a fow of the best Of the Lower Subordinate staff. Well, Sir, we
were asked to give our reasons for our suggestion more fully and we did so.
We took our figures and we fougd that dealing now with the ~Indian Service
of Engineers, the senior SCrvice, unless we gave the Assam allowance men
throushout their service, if placed on the new time-scale of psy and deprived
of the allowance would be worse off than they were under the old conditions,
We pointed out also that the two reasons for which the allowance was original-
ly given still continued. One is the unhealthiness of the province, the other
that the class of engineering work which men in Assam are called upon to do
is generally uninteresting and that conditions of service here are not such as
to attract the best type of officer. We have to give further inducements to
get such officers. We said that the same reasons applied in the case cf the
Assam Engineering Service and we asked that the allowance should be givin
to them also. For one thing the members of that service come very largely
from outside the province. We have not yet been able to fill thege posts ‘;ith
suitable candidates from the province. On further consideration however we
are not certain that in the case of the second service the allowance ig required
and if the Council consider that there should be a saving there the Govern-
ment will accept their decision, The provision is made in lump, but in
actual fact the provision for the Indian Service of Engineers is R, il 2
the Assam Engineering Service Rs. 9,600. T should not, Sir, like the Cm,me'l
to think that there is anything racialin the soggestion I haye just ma d;

increase of pay
and. that we
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The senior service containg a few Indians. The junior service contsins a few

Europeans. W are guided entirely by the conditions of the services and by
the fields of recruitment.

Bisy KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—I have only to say a word in
reply, Sir.  Asin the case of the other motions for reduction the Hon’ble
inance Member has very cleatly stated to us how nothing substantially has
been done for the benefit of the gentlemen of the Public Works Depa_rtnlent
and that without the Assam allowanc: they would be very much worse than
their compeers of the other departments. Of course’ I do not want ‘to criticise
0 any way what he has said because it is not even possible to go into details
and to say wheth-r they are better or worse off because it is not profitable or
practicable todo so. It is an arduorus task for us to compare the advantages:
and disadvantages of officers in all the departments of the Government. All that
we can say is that the Hon'ble Finance Member has not been pleased to consider
the improving or deteriorating lot of the tax-payers during all these times:
I mean during the period which is covere? by his review of the pay and
prospects of the Engineering services, If side by side with the case'of the
Public Works Department which he has laid before us he also shewed to the
Council the paying capacity of the tax-payers, I am sure his case for
the FEngineering services would have been worse than the case which

am Now pressing on behalf of the tax-payers. With these words I press
the motion.

THE HoN’BLE THE PRESIDENT :—The question is that the sum of
Rs. 18,000 provided for Agsam allowance under  Construction ”’ be omitted,
The motion was then

put and a division was taken with the' followin&

result ;— -
Ayes. Noes.

Manlavi Abdul Khalique Chaudhury. The Hon’ble Mr. W. J. Reid.
XKhan Sahib Alauddin Ahmad Chaudhury. The Hon’ble Mr. A. Majid.
Rai sahib Fadmanath Gohain Barua. The  Hon'ble Rai Bahadur Ghanasyam:
Srijut Siva Prosad Barua, & Barua. -
Srijut Bishnu Charan Bo-a. Mr.o A.R. Edwards,
Srijut Dalim Chandra Bora. Mr. J. R. Cunningham.
Srijut Bepin Chandra Ghose. Sardar Bahadur Aujab Ali Khan.
Babu Krishna Sundar Dam. Mr. A, J. G, Cresswell.
Ehan Bahadur Muhibuddin Ahmad. Mr. E. H, Featherstone.
Maulavi Rashid Ali Laskar. Mr. W. K. Allies,
Rai Bahadur Amarnath-Ray. . Mr. A, Moffat.
Rai Bahadur Nalini Kanta {{ay Dastidar. 5.1‘1.111{'-‘ Nilmoni Phukan.
Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-Roy. Igr- % % Roffey.
Munshi Safiur. Rahman. r. H. G."Roberts.

Rai Sahib Bepin Chandra Deb Laskar. Mz W. E. H. Grayburn,
Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra Dutta.
Rai Sahib Manomohan Lahiri. ;
Maulayi Munawwarali. {
Haji Muhammad Abdul Ahad Chandhurt.

Khan Bahadur Muhammad Bakht DMa-
Jumdar. :

Brijut Lohit Chandra Nayal,
Maulavi Rukunuddin Ahmad,
Rn_.; Kumar Chandra N arayan Singh.

The ayes being 28 and the noes being 14 the motion was adopted.
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Srryur LOHIT CAANDRA NAYAK : —Sir, there are two motions,
Nos. 2 and 8 again:t my -name. There was some mistake in printingf
these. After sending the motions I covsulted office and I am satisfied

that there is no case for moving these motions. I heg therefore to with-
_draw both the motions,

. Tur Hox’ste Trt PRESIDENT : —The question is that the mokion
that the sum of Rs. 45,732 providel for the salary of Sub-Overseers ba reduced
to half, ¢.c., by Rs. 22,866, be withdrawn.

The motion was, by leave of the;Conneil, withdrawn. :

Tuye Howsig g PRESIDENT :—The other motion is that the
gum of Rs. 8 520 and Rs. 5,380 aggregating Rs. 14,400 for two allowances
under the Subordinate Establishment  be redaced by half, ¢.e., by Rs 7.200.
The question is that it be withdrawn. i

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

- Kuax Bagapor MUHIBUDDIN AHMAD :—There are three motions

on the same subject, Sir. I will withdraw mine in favourof Mr. Munawwar-
ali’s if ke agrees. :

Tar How'sie Tat PRESIDENT :t—A similar resolution also stands

in the name of Srijut Bepin Chandra Ghose. I propose to call on hi
‘he is the next member on the list. £ all on him as

Spijor BEEFIN' CHANDRA GHOSE :—Sir, ‘as an identical .motion

stands in the name of Maulavi Munawwarali I beg to withdra :
his favour, and shall support his motion. =) W my own In

Mavoavi MUNAWWARALTL :—1I beg to move, Sir, that ¢ isi
«of Rs. 5,656 for the steam launch “ Rover ’” be omitéea.l j7Eab Hheiprovion

. Tuag How'sne Mr. W. J. REID :—We are deali Gl Sir. wi
motions Nos. (3) and (4). ngebllly = Birg with

Mavray: MUNAW WARALI :—Theimotion is, Sir, that th isi
of Rs. 5,880 for allowances at page 109 be omitted. : Rk d Sai

A similar motion moved by Srijut Lohit Chandra Naya ¥
withdrawn, - He has withdrawn it on the ground that thgr;: v:‘;: I:Erif:.lil:l'nk
mistakes. At the same time I must say, Sir, that several such r;::g
lutions moved by me were with a view to draw pointed attention of tﬁ.
Finance Department to the mistakes that crept into the budget, and I mu ¢
thank the Hon’ble Finance Member for the good Spil-itb that e shm st
this morning in the csse of another resolution which on an ex lanoﬁed
from him I had the pleasure to withdraw. So with these few WO]’I()] Ia 11)011
to withdraw the motion, - s eg

Tas Hox’srs Mr. W. J. REID :—1f T may offer one 3
Sir, in this case there are no mistakes. I do not think t}:;%r%qgf %Xplar};atmg,
that there were mistakes, He said that the explanations' \ayak said
gatisfactory. glven were
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Mivcavi MUNAWWARALL :—T meant, Sir, that either there was
a mistake or the explanation was satisfactory.

Tee Hox'srE Mz, W. J. REI.D :—1I deny, Sir, that in this case thera

aré any mistakes. There was a mistake for which I expressed regret but L.

cannot have my Department unjustly accused.

‘Maviavi MUNAWWARALTL: —1I meant, Sir, that in some cases there
were mistakes and in others the explanations were satisfactory, so I beg
leave to withdraw the motions.

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn,

Tae Hox’stE tae PRESIDENT :—The other motion is “that the
provision of Rs, 8,520 for allowances at page 109 be omitted.”

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Mavravi MUNAWWARALI :—Sir, the mot'on I have been called
pon to move is that the provision of Rs. 5,656 for steam launch © Rover
at page 107 be omitted. Sir, we have already scen that identical motions
have bean put forward by two other Hon’ble Members of this House. This
means that strength has accumulated around this item being omitted; and
I think that it is only just and proper that in these days of financial stringen-
ey we should do away with this steam launch. Sir, a similar motion , rather
the same motion, was also brought forward during the Budget Session last year,
to which I will just refer you. It will be found at page 378 of the Assam
Gazette of April 27th, 1921, that Rai Sahib (now Rai Bahadur) Amar Nath
Ray moved a similar motion, which was however eventually withdrawn as it
was seen that another steam launch, 7.e., the Kestrel,” or rather the grant for
the steam launch “ Kestrel ” had been voted down, the Council thinking that
1t would be a drastic step at once to do away with two steam hoats. The argu-

ments in favour of the omission of this item put forward by Rai Bahadur
Amar Nath Ray stand now exactly as they did, and this year probably with
greater emphasis on account of the greater financial difficulties. I am rather
tempted to bring to the notice of the Council some of thesa arguments. Said
Rai Bahadur Amar Nath Ray “ My second and more substantial reason is that
1 think the Hon’ble gentleman has to do mostly with roads and buildings and
only a little with waterways as the respective demands show, and that he docs
not require a launch, The only place in the Surma Valley to which he is
required to travel by a steam boat is my own subdivision of Sanamganj.
There are possibly two or three such places in the other Valley, for instance
Barpeta, about which we heard so much the other day. My idea is that high
officials should make it a point to visit such places by the ordinary steamers
of the line, This will no doubt mean a h“{f{e discomfort but 1t will make

e steamer services more regular and the grievances of. poor Inldlau Passengers
will also recejye prompter re-iress, for the gentlemen will be able to see things
for themselyes

. L have alvead told Sir. that this motion was e‘{entua”y Fvil;hdra.wn,
Masmuch gs the gteam {g:,’; “nf{esbrel ? had not been provicac f;?r 5 the” pre
vious year, Now, Sir, T eannot but refer to the revival of the “Kestrel ” by

he magic wand of our very able Finance Member the day following her d/emisa

‘:\.\
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The ¢ Kestrel’ was dead yesterday and she has been revived to-day,
and all credit belongs to our veteran and able Finance Member for that.”
Now, Sir, I would request the Hon'ble House to consider if they would be
willing not to vote for the omission of the amount provided for the  Rover '
had they been able to foresee the revival of the “ Kestrel ’? I think, Sir, in
all ‘¢onsistency they would not have, and I request the House consistently
with their opinion of last year will be unanimous in giving their votes for the
omission of this demand. {

TrE Hon’srLe Mzr. W, J. REID :—Sir, last year Colonel Taylor explained
to the Council that thig vessel owing fto its draught was. unsuited for any other
olass of work than taking the Head of the Department round hastily in the
rains. It belongs to the Public Works Department so far as maintenance is
concerned, It is used of course by other Heads of Department and I have
myself on one or two oceasions this year made use of this vesssl. Colonel
Taylor made a point of the fact that the possession of this wvessel gives the
‘Chief Enginecer who tours in both Valleys a sense of security in knowing that
even when all other means of carrying out an urgent inspection may fail during
times of floods he can rely on being able to visit Works which need his presence
The cost of maintenance is not heavy.

There is another item of information which I can give the Council. It
may not be news to them, at least to those who study the advertisement
columns of the papers. It is that we have been advertising the ‘“ Rover ” for
sale for some time and are now in the midst of negotiations for her sale, 1f
therefore we lay her up, Sir, there is every chance of her deteriorating,

Ra1r Sanis PADMANATH GOHAIN BARUA :—S8ir, as the conditions
under which the steam launch “ Rover ” was spared last year do not now
exist it is in the same spirit in which the Hon’ble Mover brought the motion
before the Council I would recommend that she should not be retained at a
time when we have to practise rigid economy to meet the present financial
stringency of the administration. I think it is only advisable and reasonable
to omit this item' of expenditure from the budget estimate of the mnext year.
I therefore support the motion.

KHAN Bauwapyr MU HIBUDDIN AHMAD :—S8ir, as one of the Members
who supported the retention of this launch in last year’s debate I think it is
my duty to state that I did so on the ground that we had previously done
away with the ‘“Kestrel . As the “ Kestrel ” was finally retained the
necessity for the  Rover’” has ceased to exist. 8o Isupport this motion.

RAI Bamapir PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA : —8ir, may I ask a
‘question ? TIs it not a fact that the ¢ Rover” is on sale, and is it interded
to buy another steamer in its place ?

Tue Hox’sre Mz, W. J. REID :—Negotiations ate going on for her sala,
As to replacing her no decision bas yet been come fo.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :T—M:f\y I .a:.:k another question, 8ir?
1f the “ Rover ” is for sale, then what 15 this provision fer ?




482

- Tae Hon’ste Mr. W, J. REID :—Because, Sir, we do not know when
she will be sold and we must keep up the crew, ete., until she is sold.

Kniy Sams ALAUDDIN AHMAD CHATDHURI:—Sir, it =&
enquire if when the “ Rover * is sold another . steamer will be purchased in

1ts stead ?  If not, the matter ends here and the amount may be sanctioned, so
long as it is not sold.

Tue Hoy'ste Mz. W. J. REID :—T can only assure the Co}lncn that iE.
we succeed in selling the “ Rover ” we shall not pay for her maintenance for
another day. As to replacing her no decision has been come to.

SEur DALIM CHANDRA BORA :—Sir, as far as. T remember last
year the understanding was that as long as this Jaunch “Rover” would nob
be disposed of by sale or otherwise it would be in charge of the Public Works
Department and that whenever it will be used by other oﬂiccrs’ ,th“y would
Pay for her and I want to know how many times the ° Rover '’ has been in
course of Lhe last year used and with what profits.

Tan How’ss Mz, W. J. REID i—1 am at a loss, Sir, to know what the

question of Paying is. I do not remember having said anything on the

subject. Tf the Hon’ble Member can rofer me to anything in the debate I
shall be glad to answer him,

Szior DALIM GHANDRA BORA :—Sir, so far as T romombeg it was

said_that it has been used by certain officers .of the Govgrnment, Though

1:}1?{ hoat is in charge of the Public Works Department certain officers use the
over”

and they are to pay for its use. I wunt to Lnow if anything in
that shape wag paid during the last 12 months,

Tre Hon'Bre Mz. W. J. REID :—T cannot help thinking, Sir, that the
Hon’ble Member is confusing the “ Rover” with the “ Kestrel . T can find
nothing in last year’s debate about the “ Rover ” to show that I said anything

about payment or profits. I cannot charge my memory with having sail
anything of tte kind,

Basu KRISHNA STINDAR DAM :—-I” have g
connection. The use of the launch “Rover’” we have heard is ‘made by the
Chief Engineer and by the members of the Governmept and other officers far
the purpose of inspection. It has always }]3]93? mytlzonﬁn_cuou, dS“f’ that Govern-

lous rather too much ior travelling and inspection more
Ezgge]:l%v&:gegec%?:;f;? T do not think that there will be any loss of efficien-
¢y or loss of any sort whatever if the G?vernm‘ent 2 dipm’ed of this boat
‘Rover ”’ causine thereby the memb_ers of the GEV?;LDT:;@IW]‘:)D 111:?18 the same
todo a little Iesbs travelling and insp s nication Bgsidee orihﬂary
Tailways and steamers and other means of colil;_m 2 1011 acct;unﬁ of tJSJ: Bremoa\';ﬁ
sai even if there be a little reduction c'fj',“[’)f’év:n;nfnjury to the future efiiciency
gg ﬁ;c,le : I‘{.m:er_” I do not think t.heref wil’ So from that point of view T think

administration in many departments

We can safely do awav with this boat.

word o say, Sir, in this

o

e
by &
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taken care of it will go to wreck ard ruin.
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Skrrur BEPIN CHANDRA GHOSE :—S8ir, I beg to speak a few words:
in support of this motion. At present moment, two boats are absolutely unne-
cessary for the purpese. With the improvement of communications we do
nos want at all two steam launches—one might safely serve our purpose. Now,
Sir, I understand from the Hon’ble the Finance Mcmbqr that communications
for sale of ““ Rover ”” are in progress. As the sale of this steam boat © Rover *
is in progress I do not understand why a provision is made for its ma,intena_nce
in, If we make any such provision then it issure that we won’t be in a-

agaln.
Sir, L am of opinion that no such

hurry to see our way for her sale. Therefore,
provision should be made in the budges.

With these few words, Sir, I support the motion,

REV.J J. M NICHOLS-ROY :—I do not see how the dizcussion arises:
regarding this. The Hon’bh'e the Finance Member has said that the boat is
to be sold and while it is lying idl: it ought to be kept. If it is nof properly

Thercfore T do not see why the
discussion should arise about this sum of money. If the discussion be about
relucing the amount and making the provision smaller for the maintenan-e
of-it it will be reisonable. Otherwise it is not reasonable to omit the sum

altogether,

Mr W.E O GRAYBURN : —I quite avres with the last speaker,
I have a good de.l of knywl:dge of machinery and I can assure the Members
of the House that i we kesp the boat for two years and spend no mongy on it

1 won't be worth Rz 10.

Mavravr MUNAWWARALI : -1 quite appr.ciate what the Hon'ble-
V. gentleman lLas just now said, but I feol the weight of the opinion express-
ed by my Hon’l\le friond Mr. Bopin Chandra Ghose that if we are going to:

~ Provide this entire am uat Government may not be in a bhurry to bring about

the disposal of th, boat. I do not see, Sir, why if the entire amount is
omitted, the hogt should be left to the mercy of the wind and sun. I think
even without Provision, proper care will be taken by the Gov:roment and
any amount that e may spend in that direction, th.e C'_ouncii will he only
too glad to provide for later on « that will avoid deterioration of the vessel and
that would be diing a thing in a businesslike fashion. I, therefore, am

strongly of opinion that the amount be omitted now.

Tae HoN’ste Mg, W, J. REID :—I confess, Sir, that I do not follow
the How'ble Mover, He agrees that the laan:h should not be allowed to
deteriorate but he refuses aa y provision which will enable us to keep it going.

T'uere is one other point, Sir. 1 understood Mr: Dam to say that there
was far 600 much inspection, far too much travelling about by the Heads of
Departments, Government offeers and members of the Government. I should
like to know definitely, Sir, whether that is the view of this Council. Dy
they consider that we travel about merely for pleasure? Thepe is hardly
month of las year in which I did not travel somewhere although on many
occasions it would have been pleasanter to remain up here in Shillong. 1¢
this 18 tlge view generally held and if the vote to be .ta.ken 15 to ke 'l'egarded o
an jndication of this my Hon’ble Colleague and L will both have t, P s
the extent of our touring, -
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Mavzavi MUNAWWARALIL :—May 1 be permitted, Sir, to say one or

two......

Pre HoN'BLE Mz, W. J. REID:—T think the Hon'ble Member has

already spoken.

Tae Hox'sre Tne PRESIDENT :—The Hon'ble Member is not entitled to
make any speech unless by way of a personal explanation,

Mavravi MUNAWWARALIL :—I simply beg leave, Sir, to make a

suggestion.

Tar Hox’sLeE Mz, W. J. REID :—I do not thick, Sir, there is.any room

for suggestion.

+—F in t f a personal
Tar Hox’sre e PRESIDENT :—Except in the way o person
explanation the Hon’ble Member cannot be allowed to make any further

remarks or suggestions.

The motion was put and a division was taken with the following results ;:—

Ayes.

Manlavi Abdul Khalique Chaudhury-
Rai Babib Padmanath Gohain Barua.
~ Srijut Bishnu Charan Bora.

Srijut Dalim Chandra Bora.

Babu Krishna Sundar Dam.

Srijut Bepin Chandra Ghose.

Khan Bahadur Muhibuddin Ahmad.
Munshi Safiur Rahman,

Rai Sahib Bepin
Laskar.

Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra Datta-
Mr. E. H. Featherstone.

Maulavi Munawwarali.

Hoji Muhammad Abdul Abad Chaud-

huri,

Khan Bahadur Myhammad Bakht
Mazum_da.r-. ' '

Srijut Lohit Chandra Nayak.

Chandra Deb

Noes.

The Hon’ble Mr. W. J. Reid.
The Hon’ble Mr. A, Majid.

The Hon’ble Rai Bahadur Ghapg.
gyam Barua.

Mr. A. W. Botham.
Mzx. A. R, Edwards.
Mr. J, R. Coanningham.

Khan Sahib Alauddin Ahma
dhuri,

Sardar Bahadur Anjab Ali Khay,
Srijut Siva Prosad Barua.
Mr, A, J. G. Cresswell.

Rev. J. J. M, Nichols-Roy,
Mr, A, K, Allies,

Mzr. A, Moffat,.

Srijut Nilmoni Phukan,
Mr. E. 8, Roffey.

Dr. H, G. Roberts,

Mr,' W.;,’»;E. H. Grayburn,

d ‘Ghag.

The aycs being 15 and the noes being 17, the ‘motion was declared lost.

N

et
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The Council was adjourned till 2-80 p.ur,
The, Council reagssmbled after lunch at 2-80 P.M,

Mavravi MUNAWWARALI :—T have to move, Sir, th

at the provision
of Rs. 5,900 for steam boat ¢ Kestrel *’

at page 107 be omitted.

Sir, the same. question came, up before. the, House last year and the opinion -
of the House was so very overwhelming that the motion was carried without
even a division being pressed for. The reasons that were urged in favour
of this motion last year stand with redoublel strength . this year. The
mover of this motion last year, I mean the Ho

n’ble Mr, R. N. Chaudhuri,.

In the course of the debate said:—¢ Now this steam boat consumes this
Rs. 11,031 in spite of the fact “that the Commissioner (as it was meant last
Year and before for the Commissioner. alone) ‘can travel by rail.’’: T add, Sir,
this year, that, if Commissioners can travel’ by railways, by steamers and
Yy motor cars, I think the members for whom now. the Kestrel ”” is meant
may also travel by railways, by steamers and by motor cars. N ow, continu-
ing, says he :— In these circumstan es I cannot understaud why this
amount should be paid for keeping the steam boat establishment, > * « I
understand ”, says he “ that last year Rs. 7,632 was spent on the steam boat
and it was on duty only for 162 days. Considering this fact and. also the
fact that the Rivers Steam Navigation Company have got plenty of steamers
and also seeing that the Commissioner has got his own motor car”.,, .., And as
a matter of fact members using this boat - ean reasonably be expected,
I need not say, to have the Same conveyance themselves and there are also
railway communications. Taking into consideration all these things T'do
not think it is justifiable that this amount should be spent, * “ The policy
of this House I understand " gays he “ was for. retrenchment *; which policy
this year has been enunciated ag there should be rigorous, nay, ruthless,
reérenchment. ’ - “ But says he “ if retrenchment is, the policy: there are
some items wkich - could very well be expunged ” and to this item he drew
the most pointed atfention of the House. He concluded “ Under these
circumstances all I can say 18 that the amount entered for the steam boat ig
not necessary at all. We shall be failing in our duty if we do not cartail
expenses which seem to be uanecessary. > Then Rai Bahadur Nalini Kanta
Ray Dastidar also spoke in favour of the motion, Srijut Dalim Chandrg |
ra in supporting the motion said: « Sir, I do not quite understand
what earthly motive moves the authorities to maintain this steam launch.
e have now both ‘steamer services and railway communications throughout
the length  and breadth of the Province. * * Khan Babadur Muhibﬂddin.
Ahmad also supported the resolution, Then. several other members of the
ouse also supported this. But, Sir, T have already pointed oqf in my lagt
speech, how by the magic wand of our very able and veteran Finance Membe
the ¢ Kestrol ¥ got back her life the day following  her demise,  Tp
circumstances of the province do not Justify the maintenance of this | ;
It may be contended tha oL this boat, |

t there are. certain area
certainly nepd the help.of sieam -boat.. But, Sy, T e sc"e Tembers. would

y Sir, I should remind the House .
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how often such occasions arise during the year, and I think the difficulties
that may come in in the way are not insurmountable. They have always
been met and T think having regard to our economic condition we should be
prepared to undergo such difficulties and be able to surmount them without
very great inconvenience to ourselves or allowing our duty to be..,............. oc

Tae How'ste Mr. W. J. REID :—May I ask, Sir, to whom the Hon’ble
Member is referring when he is speaking of “us ” and “ ourselves ”7? I
Wwas noti aware that not having the ‘¢ Kestrel ”” would cause him any inconve-

nience.

Mavrayt MUNAWWARALT : —TI meant to say, Sir, the officars who use
the launch. : :

7 Tar Hox’ste Me. W. J. REID :—Then, Sir, we who uss ths “ Kestral
will speak for ours:lves even if by so dring we shull not have the eloquence
of the Hon’ble Member to advoeate our cause.

The Hox’BLE THE PRESIDENT :—1It would be better if the Hon’ble
Member had put it more plainly.

Mavravi MUNAWW ARALIT :—And with these remarks, Sir, I ‘should

like that the grant be omitted.

' Tae Hox'sLe MR, W. J. REID :—1 shall put the matter very briefly,
Siret I did not understand last year’s procesdings in the same way as the
Hon’ble Member. The vote of the Council about the  Kestrel” was that
the Commissioner of the Assam Valley Division did not require a steam
launch. Thls view prev.a.ilad a1d the provision was omitted from the demand
under. which the Commissioner’s establishment and expanditure com», A g,
or two later I told the Council that they had decreed by their recent vots that

. the Commissioner should not have a launch. I said that we had aceeptod
their decision, but that we did not wish to get rid of the launch altogether
that she “’5113 Esﬁfu}] for touring officers, and that it the Council would permig
us we W%u a etl er from the charge of the Commissioner and make hey over
to t(lie charge OtE llae Public Works Department so that she might be used b
the Overﬂ(flnfllll 2 }]\f Members of the Executive Council and Ministers Whe{
on to%lii.a.n a wten none of us wag using her the Commissioner might q,
0. 18 wasd?.ccep ied by the Council. Thers was not only no division bug
tber? W’ﬂlﬁ-\I 1no b‘SC‘;— Slon. T deserve no credit for the magical powers that ¢
Hon’ble Member has aseribed to me, T thought that mine was a peifec: °
reasonable proposition and T put it to the Council Pertecily

Well, Sir, the « Kestre]
Hon’ble Colleague has ugeq her
have never been able to uge her,

has been used a good deal this year. My
and both the Ministers have done so. T alons
Well, Sir, as to what is convenient or incon-

venient opinions may differ, Spea.king for mys:If I can claim to be a fairly -

busy man aud to tour a gooq deal, The advantage of fouring in the

NG
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“ Kestrel ”” is that one takes one’s shorthand-writer and one’s fles with
ona. In a day spent on the ©“ Ke.trel '’ one can get through a lot of office
work that on2 could nob otherwise. T confess that I cannot do files in the
train. I am too old to learn to do it.

The suggestion was made this morning that there was too much touring,
too much running about. I should like to know whether the Council do not

wish us to do any touring ? If they expect us to tour I submit that they
must allow us to do so in reasonable comfort,

There may have been some misunderstanding on ona point which I did not
quite appreciate this morning. We are asked whether if the © Rover ” was
sold we intended to buy another steamer to replace her. I confess that we
tind the “ Kestrel ”” extremely useful in the Assam Valley, and it would be
very useful if it were possibl: for us to have a similar steamer in the Surma
Valley which Members and Ministers could use and which the Commissioner

- could use when not required by them. But I need hardly say thabt even if we

sell the ¢ Rover "' it will ba quite impossible for us to get another steamer
without the matter coming before the Council, without provision being made
for it in the budzet and without the Council having a chance of voting on it.

Rar Samis BEPIN CHANDRA DEB LASKAR :—Sir, T think that
two steam launches are not all necessary, so I do not find any necessity for
keeping the “ Kestrel ” and the amount providel for its upke:p should be
omitled. With these few words I support the motion.

W

Tar Hox'sLu Mr., W. J. REID :—Does the Hon’ble Member wish to say
anything more ? :

Tas How’sre tae PRESIDENT :— The Hon’ile Mover has a right of
reply.

Mivcavi MUNAWWARALL : —T think, Sir, T should not be prepared to
abandon my proposal, wéz., the omission of the amount inasmuch as we are
confronted with a very bad budget this year. I told you, Sir, yesterday
that any amount big or small whatever we can lay our hands on we must
curtail, and I think it is quite reasonable that we should curtail our next
yeir’s budget by this amount, ok

Tae How’sus Mer. W. J. REID :—Itis for the Counail, Sir, to decide
what is reasonable or not reasonible, ‘ It has been suggested that we do. not
require two launches. As I said this morning we are tl‘ying to sell the

« Rover ” in which case we shall have only one left,
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‘Tar Hox'sit TuE PRESIDENT :—The question is that the provision
of Rs. 5,900 for steam boat ““ Kestrel >’ be omitted.
Mavravi MUNAW WARALI :—Sir, I want a division.
(When the division was bLeing taken.)

Mavravi MUNAWWARALI :—Sir, as the Hon’ble Finance Member

has said that they are going to dispose of the “ Rover » very shortly, if the
Council agrees I shall have no objection if the motion is withdrawn.

Mg, A.J. G.CRESSWE LL :—1I rise to a point of order, Sir. Surely
this eannot be allowed.

A division was taken with the following result :—

Noes, Ayes.
Hon'ble Mr, W. J. Reid, ¢ s.1. Maulavi Abdul Khaligune Chaudhuri.
Hon'ble Mr. A. Majid, c.I.E. Srijut Dalira Chandra Borah.
Hon'ble Rai Bahadur Ghanasyam Barua. Srijnt Bepin Chandra Ghose.
Mr. A. W. Botham, c.1:E. Rai Bahadur Amarnath Ray.
Mr. A: R. Edwards. Rai Bahadur Nalini Kanta Ray Das-
Mr. J. R. Cunningham, c.1.E. tidar.
Khan Sahib Alauddin Chaudhuri. Munshi fFafinr Rahman.
Sardar Bahadur Anjab Ali Khan, Rai Sahib Bipin Chandra Deb Laskar,
Rai Sahib Padmanath Gohain Barua,.

Maulavi Munawwarali.
Mr. A, J. G. Cresswell.

Mr.E: H; Featherstone.
Mr. W. K. Allies.
Mr. A. Moffat.

Khan Bahadur Muhammad Bakht Ma-

jumdar.
Srijut Nilmoni Phukan,
“Mr.- E.-5. Roffey.
Dr. H. G. Roberts.
Mr, W. E, H. Grayburn,

The ayes being 8 anl the noes being 20, the motion was declared lost.

Tae Hox’BLE THE PRESIDENT :—The question is that a sum not exceeding
Rs. 29,38,000 be granted to the Governor in Council to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 81st
March 1923, for the administration of the head © 41.—Civil Works.”

The motion was adopted.

Tre Hox'Bie Mz.W. J. REID :—1I beg to move, Sir, that asum not excged-
ing Rs. 8,11,000 begranted to the Governor in Council to defray the charges
which will come inthe c¢ourse of payment during the 'year ending on “the
8lst March 1923, for the administration of the Railways.”

The motion was put and adopted.

Taz How’sts Mz, W. J. REID :— I beg to move, Sir, ihata sim not
exceeding B:s. 78,000 be granted to the Governor in Council to defray the
charges which will come ;

n the course of payment during theycar ending
on the 31st March 1923 foy tlele administral::ion of the head “21,—=Ports'and
Pilotage.” There are no motions, Sir.

The motion was put ang adopted.
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Tur Hox'sts M. W. J. REID :— I beg to move, Sir, that a sum nob

'etcecdiuu’ Rs. 80,000 be granted to the Governor in Couneil to detray the

charges which will come in the eourse of payment during the year ending on

_the 81st March 1923, for the alministration of the head “42.—Waterways

and Embankments. > There are no motions.
The motion was put and adopted.

Tar Hox’sie Mr. W. J. REID :—1I beg to move, Sir, that a sumn not
exceeding Rs. 70,080 be granted to the Governor in Council to defray the
chargas which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on
the 31st March 1923, for theadministration of the ¢ Xuropean Education.,

The motion was put and adopted.

’THE Hox’sue Mz, W, J. REID :—1I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not ex-
ceeding Rs. 33,000 be granted to the Governor in Council to defray the
charges which will come in the course of paymeit during the year ending on
the 81st March 1923, for the administration of the ‘“ Scientific Departments.

Mavravi RUKUNNUDIN AHMAD :—A#¢ present, I shall be glad to

‘have an explanation of the Hon’ble the Finance Member with regard to this

motion,

Tae Hox’Bie Mr. W. J. REID :—1I take it, Sir, that my Hon’ble friend
who asks for an explanation means that he would like to hear what has
been done in connection with the Hydro-electric Survey, how matters stand,
and what the proposals for the next year amount to. Well, Sir, in this
time of financial stringency this provision has been questioned by many

"Hon’ble Members who tool part in the general budget discussion. I say ab

once that we shall accept the decision of the Council on this vote, we shall
accept it however regretfully. But I would ask the Council to consider the
question as practical business men, to listen to what I have to say and then

to givetheir decision. The real question is whether we can get anything

back from the sums that we already spent or whether it is better to let them
go and not throw good money after bad. Last year' Colonel Taylor and I

‘both tried fo tell the Council what we were doing. We said that the

Survey so far as we were concerned would be completed in two years. The
Council voted the necessary provision for the current year and they are now
asked to vote what is required to cuomplete it. I shall presently read to the
Council extracts, from a note given me by the engineer in ‘charge of the
Surveys. I should like first to say that this year our programme was
curtailed because it was impossible to complets the full programme and still
keep within the allotment which the Couneil gave. I gave, a definite

‘promise that we would mnot exceed the allotmens and in fulfilment of

that promise’ we have not been able to finish all that we expected - to
fiuish this year. I said last year that after providing for the curreng
ear we Sh()lﬂd l'eq‘lil'e RS. 3“,“00 to cgmplete the Survey. Hon,ble
Members will see that Rs. 80,000 is the sum which we have proposed
for next year,

- Well, Sir, the provision of Rs. 30,000 for 1922-23 ig suggested to enable
the engineer in cha.rgf to complete t_h.rt:e Survey projects, the Hukong
Valloy, the Cherrapunji and Bagmara-Sijo- Junkaray projects.
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The prosent state of each of these projects is such that if  they
cannot be financed to completion for one more year the money -alrcady spent
will be for all practical purposes wasted.

As regards the Hukong Valley one month more is required to complete
the field work that is wanted and to measure the rainfall recorded by the
automatic rain-gauge left in position this year. As the whole project depends
on the rainfall it will be obvious that it is of the greatest importance that we
should know what that is. In the original estimate of the power available
here the rainfall was taken at eighty inches but the auntomatic rain-g.uge
makes it a hundred and thirty inches which means an enormous increase in
the watcr power available should this water power ultimately be used. com-
mercially. Mr. Blenkinsop says:—* I have the authority of the Chief
Engineer, Mr. Meares, for stating that this Hydro-electric power scheme
should be not only nearly the most powerful but certainly the echeapest in
‘the world. In this present unfinished state with valuable data la}cklng, 1o
capitalist would consider it as it would necessitate a further special _survey
on his part. 7 Well, Sir, as 1 said last. year, it is by no means certain that
we should be immediately benefited from the completion of this Hukong-
Valley Survey. The fact remains that there is ample water power and

that a very little additional expense will enable us to complete our registration
of the rainfall,

The cecond project is the Cherrapunji one which is much nearer home. “The
surveys on the original lines were. completed in 1920-21 and did not prove
satisfactory. Since then however the Chief Engincer, Mr. Meares, has
exhaustively inspected the work, He did so in December last. He worked
out a fresh scheme for developing the power which he considered most
favourable. The survey for this Cherrapunji scheme is in progr:ss, but owing
to financial straits this year it has not been completed. Lhis is what I
meant when I said that it was impossible to complete our survey Pprogramme
this year and keep within our allotment. As matters stand the ‘project is
useless, but in a couple of months these surveys could be completed and
might transform this project into one likely to attract capitalists. ~ The cost

of cop1_pl'etin2' these surveys will not be great and can be met from the budget
Provision for 1922-23,

The Bagmara-Siju-Jankaray survey is incomplete, but the data. collected
80 far show that it is well worth proceeding with. There are also two very
pomlsing projests on the Kopili river near Lumding and on  the Subansiri
which Mr, lenkinsop proposes to investigate next year. He holds that these

are all projects from which Assam will certainly derive benefit in the near

!uture € ar T 1 {i b t d

e g gues that apart from the indirect revenue to be expecte

?1915801:1.].? 1n the case of the [I-Jlukong-Valley project from the birth of new
ustries

the yearly royalty on commercial projects will be very considerable. .

talk“.smc? this matter was last discussed, Sir, 1 have had the advantage of
tic :&gd 16 over Wl_th Mr. Meares, the Chief Engineer. : He was very enthusias-
Fotho very anxious that the Cherrapunji project in particular shouldfbe
ém’“ghiﬁﬁ?ed and‘ brought to completion, He told me this seemsd- ?lr
the use of t}? there is no reason why a fair royalty should not be charged, for
Well, 8 :3 zlffter Power in the province. A

“on these gupie. 18 the position, The Government of. India -spent. money
Rs. 6015?00?.“%%8 ) thepea"ly days. We ipent this year Rs. 60,000 or

© PXOpose now to spend a further sum of Rs, 30,000 %o complete
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our surveys. If any thing is going to come out of them this can only
be, after all these surveys bave been done. Itis for the Council to judge
whether it is better to give up what we have spent or hard pressed as we are
to find this Rs, 30,000 in the hope of a return coming from it afterwards,
I need hardly say again that if we allow. the present opportunity to g», if
we allow the engineer in charge to take up other duties, if we allow the survey
parties to be broken up now and taken up the project afresh a year or two
later it will be much more costly.

I undertake, Sir, if the Council wish the survey to proceed that as was done
this year expenditure will be kept strictly within the allotment of Rs. 80,000
We shall be able t5 finish what we wished to do in the case of these Hydro-
electric Surveys, 1If the investigation and detailed survey of the two new
projects on the Kopili river an1 Subansiri are wanted a sum of Rs. 8,000 for
Survey work in connection with these two would be required in 1923-24, nof
next year.

This is a statement of the case, Sir. It is for the Council to decide
whether: we should carry on or not.

Mavravi RUKUNUDDIN AHMAD :—Sir, I am fully satisfied with
the explanation givin by the Hon'ble the Finance Member and as we are

going to complete the operation by spending Rs. 30,000 only, I withdraw my
motion,

~ The motion was, by leave. of the Council, Withdrawn.

Trr Hon’srz Rar Bamapur GHANASYAM BARUA :—I beg, Sir,
to moj?e'th_ait a sum not exceeding Rs. 8,29,000 be granted to the Governor
and his Minister to defray the charges which will come in the course of pay-
ment during the year ending on the 31st March 1923, for the administration
of the ¢ Medical Department.

No notice of motion for reduction has been given.

The motion was put and adopted.

Tre Hon'sre Rar Bamapvr GHANASYAM BARUA :—I beg, Sir,
to move that a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,48,000 be granted to the Governor

and his Minister to defray . the .charges which will come in the course of pay-

ment during the year ending on the 81st March 1928, for the administration
of the ‘“Public Health Department. *’

There is no motion for reduction.

The motion was put and adopted.

Tae Hox’stn Rar Bamapur GHANASYAM BARUA :—=1 beg, Sir, to

move that a sum not exceeding Rs. 28,356,000 be granted to the Governor and
his Minister to defray the charges which will come in the course of payment

during the year ending on the 31st March 1928, for the administration of the

¢ Bducation Department.””
®  There are two motions, Sir.

Basu KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :=I .beg to move, Sir :—

That the lump provision of Re. 1,000 for increase of pay of officers of

the Provincial Educational Service be omitted.
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* This item Sir, oceurs under the minor- head— Inspection — a}i}:] ptaogefohii;
the major head is 81 E,—Education. As far as I have bleffff a t?-ula-r i
the present policy of the Education Department, and I say thi: P-"'Tbll‘; had last
reference to the Director of Public Instru:tion in the 1'epolrt Pu lls s
year, it appears that the present policy of the Director is on ytu_o 1:120 i
:process of inspection for all pos.ible efficiency and 1mprovemeq 1n 'ethaﬁ e
tion Department. Of course I am speaking only on the assu-TlPt“{]I} . ctaft
increase is meant only for the inspection staff and not for the teac 1111::, s cse !
in that case I withdraw my resolution. Because it occurs uqder the i
head and on the assumption {hat it goes to the_ benefit ofc‘ the insy ectu_llg : thé
I am oblig.d to put it. Purther, Sir, I should like to remind the Council o A
recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee. There also we hava.a Satl a
good deal about the unreasonable characler of the constant clamour for mfsz.ea.sci
ing the inspecling staff and aboat the doubts_of the benefits to be revglwet
simply by improving and increasing the inspecting etaff. So for the present,

with these few words, I wish to conclude to see what the Government have to
say.

Mz. J, R. CUNNINGHAM :—Sir, there is no question here of
increasing the inspec!ing staff. '

In connection with this small
called upon to enter into a discus

. b
policy. I can only say with reference to Babu Krishna Sundar Dam’s-

remarks that T am quite at a loss to understand what he means by suggegtmg
that he discovers from the Education Report that my whole idea of educational
administration is concentrated on inspection,

So far as this provision is concerned, a word of explanation is probably -
required. The provision is for an increase in the pay of the Assistant In-
spectress of Schools, the actual sum required being Rs. 840. At the time

i t possible for me to say exactly what sum
e as before reorganising our own service we
ion of the female Education Servies jn Bengal.
“Accordingly in framing wy Budget Estimates, T entered in anticipation g
provision of Rs. 1,000. The re-organisation in Bengal was duly published
afterwards. I then submitted proposals for the administration, The pro- -
posals were sanctioned on the Bengal basis. The actyal sum required is ag
I have said Rs. 840, O ,

, innocent provision, I do not feel m_yse‘-f
sion on the subject of gencral educational

would be needed for this purpos
were Waiting for the reorganisat

BABU KRISHNA SUI.QDAR DAM :......S“-, I Wag ngt 3150 going to'
enter into the general discussion about the D}I;ESEDEhpohey of the Education
Department and 1 wish to tell Mr. Cunning aﬁl] bat V\éhat I mean by the
growing tendency to bestow more attentlonhon . e el_lg 1{)8 of inspection will
be clear to him only by a reference to what has eeﬁl S‘E‘ Rl the Members of
the Retrenchment Committee in their Report. .i 'l?'h 38 T remember the
Director of Public Instruction was inclined %o asGE1 le :;Ledi]c’f![l E joved character
of the education and the larger outturn of successtu G co,u ta‘:ﬁ:es at university
examinations to the larger and improved. A ]S bs and to that.
Rai Bahadur P, ¢ Dutl}ghas given a E?tlsfac.tcrynzepiﬁ zhepomé:;]]ﬁ ogg
that it was more ;,n.nd more due to the ImFro"?fJ11<o aoree tocil;his j;iew
tho Seaching staff. 1 think, Sir, many, Ghe S PR Eransial. or cHioe

12t whatever attention there is possi ' : ; b
should be bestowed on the iuiorialpstaff. In that view I brought forward

- §
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this motion for reduction for calling attention to a question of principe.
My farther objiet was to bring to the notice of the Council that the Retrench-
ment Committee had recommended for the abolition of present posts of
Inspectors of the Imperial service and since the Government have not yet
gaid anything about the effect they are going to give fo their recommenda-
tions, 1 hope to know now the views of the Government seeing that they
have placed before the Council this provision for the incrcase of the inspect-
ing staff. However, considering the explanation of the Hon’ble Member
in charge and the difficulties which arise in pressing for reduction in the
present proposal, I beg to withdraw my motion.

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Srryur NILMONI PHUKAN :—S8ir, I beg to move :—

¢ That the sum of Rs. 1,50,000 for the construction of the Murarichand
College building be omitted.”” &

Sir, at the outset, I must say that this motion has come from one who
claims some pretension for education. Last year in my budget speech .
I appreciated the provision for the Murarichand College and I congratulated
the Government on this. I must tell the House that personallyb]: i
think it sacrilegious on my part to propose any reduction on educational
matters, but on certain principles and certain facts, so to say, iutervening
T am constrained to move this reduction. I heard rec ntly in this Coun(?ii
some of_my friends of the other Valley raising the old ery ‘Back to Bengal.
Sir, we know Mr. Nag was feeling his way in the Legilative Assembly on
this matter and also using his pen in the “ Sylhet Chronicle *’ raising the ery
¢ Back to Bengal. > So far as I understand the Government of India also
left the matter for the scrious consideration of the Frovincial Government
and the Provineial Coancil.

Bazy KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—Sir, Irise t i
Is it permissible to allow the Hon’ble Member,to travel gvzr pﬁ::iff,ﬁz%e:f'
Bengal-Sylhet question instead of confining himself to the educa.tionalh ues-
tion. He is diverting on an administrative question which coucemsq the
Secretary of State......... ‘

Tre Hon’BLE THE PRESIDENT :—1It is not for the Hon’ble
to decide a point of order. I think if the Hon'ble Memb‘;?})sluﬂifr?b{?;
argue that the expen liture - should not be incurred b:cause of the poss?bili? of
Sylhet reverting to Bengal, perhaps Le is justified in bringing forwardyhis
motion. '

Srwor NILMONI PHUKAN :—That, Sir, is exactl .
view. If Sylhet is going to Bengal then it is for the Hz)u;z};:o%?;l:id()f
whether we should be justified in incurring such a large amount of ca itei..
expenditure which will no$ ultimately be to the benefit of the province. 'I‘I;}e.a
has recently been a widespread rumour that Assam is going to be annexed ;‘;
Bengal.  Sir, we shall never go to Bengal—at least the people of this Valle
And if the Hon’ble Members representing the other Valley are willing to i
to Bengal, that question must be decided by them and by the Pl‘ovingc S gz

me. But as the cry has been raised by some of my friends—angd 'E’ no

be the sense of the House also,—then I think T am justified in movil t.Exa.'t‘.
reduction, though very painfully. At the same time even though this ng this
has been afloat for some time, -wehhaviﬁnot received any commun:qu%unérour

tovernment one way or the other. <ot g r - GLONRE
the Governm way er. All these misgivings have there-
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fore promptel me to move thig reduction as a sort of test case. Sir, I for.
one, do not see any reason, why—if we actually mean business in this
Council, if we actually mean to live as a province, if we actu lly mean to do
something in our own Provincial Council,—why we should have to work under
that misgiving. As:am has been ‘treated like a football (laughter) in matters of
territorial re-distribution. This must be stopped once for all. - [ know some of
my friends entertain the doubt that As-am, as a small province, cannct stand.
I deny this. Smaller provinces than Assam are living as self-governing colonies
or countries in other parts of the world. However, I must not enter into the
question in any detail, as that may perhaps be looked upon as a digression. But
the only point I want the Housa to consider at this moment is: Let this
Council be ot in any way coasidered as the Assam Branch of the Bengal Coun-
cil. We are a separate entity and we must stand or fall on our own strength
or weakness. So, if my friends of the other Valley still entertain the idea that
there is no certainty whether they will be still here or going to Bengal, in that
case, Sir, I should like, for the time being at least, to postpone this item which
will entail about more than a lakh of rupees, though for a very laudable project.
I have already said it will be my painful duty to do that. I only want the assu-
rance from my friends of the other Valley that the expressions by certain indivi-
dual members the other day are not their collective opinion. I T get that
assurance—and T hope I will get it—I will most willingly withdraw this
resolution.........

Basu KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :=1I think it is not right to ask
for any such assurance. He must confine himself to the necessity fcr
reduction.

(Mr. Phukan did not get up to continue his speach.)

Tae Hox'BiE tae PRESIDENT :—Do you (Babu Krishna Sundar
Dam) still persist on your point of order ?

Bapy KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—Mr. Phukan, T think, has closed
his speech and so there is no n ed for me to persist.

Rey. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :—S8ir, it is rather suprising that such a
resolution should have come up. o my mind whether Sylhet goes back to
Bengal or not Sylhet is now in Assam, and as long as it i5in Assam it has the
right to claim some portion of the revenues of Assam, because it is still paying
revenue to Assam, And I believe there is noreason why we should
object to this grant as Sylhet is still in Assam. E

MR. J. R. CUNNINGHAM :—Sir, the fear expressed by Mr. Phukan
is that Sylhet after dipping its hand deeply and resolutely into the common
parse will pass over to Bengal d:spite with'the loot.. The - emphasis. of
Mr. Phukar’s manner I cannot believe that he is really in earnest in moving
this resolution. Ts he not rather indulging himself in a jest at tha
expense of Hon'ble members from the Surma Valley, becaunse they cannot
keep King Charles’s head out of the memorial. For my part, I do net, pretend
to be conversant with these political considerations, but when I hear this .
talk of separation I say to myself—¢* the Surma Valley is blowing off' steam -
again, ’_’ I remember, Sir my alarm on the ﬁl‘ft occasion when I heard. the
question raised—it was at the first budget meeting of the Legislative Council. -
of reconstituted Assam, thig time nine years: ago—In one of thoge interesting -
n}':elevat_xcles which enliven budget debates with.a touch of the human and
the unexpected, one Hon’ble Elember, passing straight from. arithmetic to -
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I do not myself think so.

said it is very regrettable that the House should be dj
_this and -that we should unnecessarily be b
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the emolions, described the forlorn e’mdition of Sylhet dissociated from
Bengal—like water parted from the sea—and made her cry with the disconsolate
¢hild in the poem with which we are all familiar:— :

“ Ah! Bring my brother back to me,

I cannot play alone.”

Sir, since that time I have heard the theme repeatedly renewed whenever,

it se:med, the world was not wagging ent'rely to the liking of the southern
division. But my alarm has subsided as I have tended to regard it all, as

I bave said, as the blowing off of steam. At other #imes I imagine that

possibly the Surma Valley tires at intervals of the fever and the fret of

- public life, its hopes and its disappointm.nts, and seeks to attain a st of

political nérvana by absorption in a larger entity—the overwhelming entity
of Bengal. But whatever the explanation may be I suggest that it is
unreasonable to bring an issue so urvreal to bear on the decision of the question
of what we are to do here and now D voting grants for present needs, We
might as well take into consideration that other, and happicr, po:sibility
which was hinted at by one or more Members of the Council in course of"' the
budget debate, namely that land will be added largely unto us, that we shall
extend to Rangpur, possibly even swell to the limits of ancient Kamarupa,
and run down southward by Chittagong till we reach the sea,

To me, Sir, if I may say so, it seems that the equilibrium of this political
sy-tem of Assam is slowly growing more not less siable, desperately slowly,
I may be mictaken but none the less I hope surely, that the fusion is indeed
becoming organic. It will help towards this colsummation—so devoutly to
be wished—if Hon’ble members from the Assam Valley when dealng with
questions which closely affect the interests of the Surma, Valley will look at
the iscues from the Surma Valley point of view. If they do soin the present
case I need not say that they will see the imperative need for proceeding
with the buildings of the Murarichand College.

Sir, T would only ask before the debate starts—
a debate, if possible, on the subject—that the Hon’b]
the que tion and decide if it is wise to divide the

with a view to preventing
€ mover might reconsider
House-on such a question.

Rax Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA
before thie House seems to be so unreasonable and absurd I hope the Hon'ble
member will excus: me for the etrong langaage I use—that T do not think it
deserves any serious reply. The Hon'be Mover perhaps thinks that the
Murarichand College is going to be a free gilt to Sylhet from the rest of the
province but he conveniently forgets that Sylhet contributes a large amount
of revenue to the public exchequer of this province and that in the early -days
of this province it was the revenues of S ylhet that sustained the administra-
tion. But perhaps in a motion like this it is too mue

:~—8ir, the motion

h toexpect an i
like reason. T will however say this to the Hon’ble Mover that pI for y£?22§
_will be prepared to support his motion if he and those who thj
. will be prepared on their part to give me an undertaking
_any resolution that might be brought up in this Councj]

nk with him
that they wil} support
cll at any time for the
ble My, Cunningham has
viled on g question like

r rought int 1ok : s 2s
whether a grant should be made to the Murarichang Co eg: ‘f:t;ll;;et 1111 (:ﬁ:hdg:)gt

transfer of Sylhet back to Bengal. As the Hop
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go into the question ‘as to whether Sylhet should go to Bengal or not because
that question does not arise. I will simply say this that there is a strong
feeling in Sylhet for going back to Benzal, and we as the representatives of
the Valley are in duty bound to bring it to the notice of the House, That 1s
all that I would like to say now.

Basy KRISHNA SUNDAR DA M :—Sir, the Hon’ble Mover belongs to
the tutorial section of the Education Department, too much given to teaching
boys and testing their growing knowledge and I think that the resolution
which he has brought forwarl is also conceived in the same gpirit of testing
the combined wisdom of this infant Council, and I fully believe that the
Councillors will pass successfully out of the test which has been imposed on
them by the Hon’ble Mover. Sir, he has not said,—in fact he did not venture
to say anything —as to the merits of the case. As far as I could follow him his
arguments may be divided into two parts. First it was a throat offered to the
people of the Surma Valley for obta'ning an as-urance that neither thems.lves
nor their successors will ever again clamour to go back to Bengal and in the
next place he seemed to me to be anxious to convince us thab it was a foolish
step to attempt reunjon of Sylhet with Bengul and that it is betier in the
interests of the pecple of the Surma Valley to stay on here in Assam forgetting
all about their connection with Bengal. As to the threat—in fact he has made
no secret of the same in 1aunchin2r forth this resolution that he meant only to
threa‘en the people of the Surma Valley—1 should like to say one thing, As
the .Hon’ble Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra Dutta said, . the motion “is
devoid of good sense anl reison ; my friend should remember that what he

speaks here will be heard by a larger audience than those sitting inside this
hall and he should also realise that the Hon’ble Members on the Government

- side take the trouble of standing on their legs and replying to our questions

not simply with a view to speaking to the Hon’ble Mr. Phukan or to the
Hon’ble Mr. Dam, but that they speak with a view to making their utteran-es
heard by a larger audicnce, outside through their representatives in this hall.
In launching forth this resolution which has been characterised by the Hon’ble
Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra Dutta as most unreasor]a,ble my Hon'ble friend
seems to have forgotten the real responsibility of the position which he has come
to oceupy in this Council_ . Well Si]', dues he think that the whole 0{:: the reve-
nues of Assam belongs to the people of the Brahmaputra Valley ? Well, Sir, does
he know the history why Sylhet was geparated from Bengal and joined
to the other Vally ? Let him recoliect the past history and the contri-
bution made by the Surma Valley for the benefit of the Brahmaputra
Valley. Does he know all about our losses after Sylhet was separat-
ed from B ngal ? Can he say what would be the result if there had been
adjustment and settlement of accounts between the Pre.ceam‘?’ generation
of the Brahmaputra valley and the preceding generation i)I the Surma
Valley. 1 do not know how he has made his calculatmn?éhme ; 1'513, Scho?'l-
master ; T do not know whether he proceeded from ha'rtl is me;;t, %GOgéﬁ'
phical or historical calculations. 1 believe he Yoy 0es sy aani s i{ =
direct mothod of teaching— at least 1 believe his Departmﬁli] i1 L
imperative upon him to teach by the direct method. Well, 1 e means
to teach the people of Sylhet a good lesson he should do so by the direet
method. He should prgeeed +o take up the budgets of _the.two provinces
of Assam and Bengal and then ‘he ‘should “ realise for himeself whether

~—
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the people of Sylhet have a right and reisonable plea for going back to

*Bengal. I would put it to the Hon'ble Mover to say if Beagal kick out

our students at this moment from the Medical College or the Sibpur
Engineering College will the Hon’ble Finance Member of Assam be able
to take care of them ? He seems to be offended at the idey that we the
eople of the Surma Valley should think this Governm:nt as the Assam
Eranch of the Government of Bengal ; this is {rue to a great extent. He
13 labouring under cxagoerated notions about this Government. Sir, the
Hon’ble the Director of Public Instruction has already. asked the Mover
to lovk at the question from the Surma Valley point of view but I do not
think the appeal has had any effeet upon either my friend’s head or

heart ; otherwise I think he would have been generous to withdraw the
resolution.

I believe other Members of the Surma Valley also have something to

?pelk on the subject, so I will not take up the time of the Council any
onger, - : 1

- Kmuwy  Saurs ALAUDDIN AHMED CHAUDHURI :—Sir, I
tegret I cannot s:e eye to eye with the Hon’ble Mover as to how the
question of Sylhet going to Bengal can have any bearing on the question of
reduction of grants of the Murarichand College. If, for the saks of
argument, I admit that Sylhet wan‘s to go to Bengal, T do n)t think that
this is a_sufficient ground” that the building of the College should be left
off half-way so long as Sylhet pays revenue to Assam. Sylhet, Sir, is
not depeqdent on the Assam Valley as far as we are aware, and as one of
the Hon'ble Members has alteady sail, ylhet hlped the administration
of the Assam Valley for a considetable lenuth of time, What we know
15 that Sylh t was™ curtailed from Bengal simply to help the administra-
tloP of Assam at the beginning. Whether we wish to go to Bengal or
Wt we are not prepared to say at this moment: My Hon’ble friend
Mr, Pl‘nukan se'ms to think that we would at his pleasure commit our-
selves 1 saying that we do not want to go to Bengal and he would then
on our giving him this assurance be very pleased to withdraw his motion
for reduction. I say, Sir, only upon this ground that ‘the manner in which
he has put forward his reasons are not very much pleasing to us. The
reason for establishing the College at Sylhet is basel upon the principle
of ‘¢ the greatest good for the greatest number ¥ and not to the largest
ared. Soby this grant we cannot say that the authorities are giv?ing
any money of the Assam Valley to the Surma Valley or that any special
favour is being shown to the Surma Valley, or that it is a question of a
gift. Up to the present moment no Member of thig Council has ever
exp}-;asszd any intention of Sylhet’s going to Pengal. The * Sylhet Chroni-
cle © may write anything it pleases but n»s Member up till now has
taken the matter up, or any steps have ever been taken, to make this
movement a sucecess in the way 10 which it ought to have been done, So I
do not see why the Hon'ble Mover should require an assurance of this
kind from us asaco_ndltion to his withdrawing his motion, I personally
may Or may l':\ot_be in favour of Sylhet's going to Bengal, and even it L
wish to remain.in Assam I do not think that I should be wise in commit-

ting myself in the Council simply to gt a grant for the Murarichand
C llege. ;
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Pz How’vie Rat Bamabun GHANASYAM BARUA :—Sir, fo cut
shot the discussion I think T should say that I entirely agrec with my _fnend
Khan Sahib Alauddin Choudhury that this is not the proper place for discuss-
ing the question of the separation of Sylhet from Assam. That is ratlier a
4u stion to be decided by Sylhet herself, Lut as long as Sylhet remains a patt of
the province slie should receive the same attention as any other part of it. The
praject of the Murari-hand College buildings has been undertaken deliberate-
ly." The work has been commenced and we cannot allow it to make a halt.
As we have already undertaken the projuct we should co on with it and as
long as the province remains intact we must diligently continue its progress.
The money has been provided by Government after very careful consideratiom
and I do not think it is proper to introduce in the midst of the tudget debates
the larger question of the separation of the district from this province. If the
Houo’ble Member wants to press his point, he may bring it forward in a mor:
concrete form at some other time and have it properly discussed and decided.

I df) not think that this is the time for the discussion or that the grant can be
omitted on the ground put forward, '

Rax Samie PADMANATH GOHAIN BARUA :—Sir, after hearing
what has been said by the Hon’ble Mover and the Hon'ble Members of the
other Valley, which I have marked has touched their feelings naturally on
a question that the Hon'ble Mover is going to claim his right over the revenus

of Sylbet and would not allow it to be used for the benefit of that Valley.
But for me ag

far as I could understand the minds of both parties T see
that he .moved the resolution with the best of motives. He has done it nof
out of spite but t5 my mind out of his love for the friends of the other
Valley. (Laughter)! Heis so attaclied to them and be so much likes his
fnenls that he cannot bear the idea of losing them. (Laughter)! So, Sir, it
18 not a question of spite but of luve. :

As to revenue, T make no differ nce in the revenue of this Valley or that
Valley. Surma Valley has an equal right upon the revenue of that Valiey
and the Assam Valley has the same rigit, T should not make any difference,
and to speak the truth T think my Hon’ble friend will agree with me, and he
will be only too glad to have the College building completed—(Hear ! hear) !
and I think that no one will be more pleased than he to have the small
amount—(I should say the small amount in consideration of the estimate

made for the completion of the building)—provided for the building, but his -

fear i this, T think—(and it might be the real t.hing)-—that if that por‘tion
OL our province is going away to a Ficher province and we the poor peop @ or
the poor peasants lay - out the money in advance, 1t would " be like something
being taken away from the poor. That is the idea and Ido not think it
should make any difference be‘ween this Valley anl ﬂmlt Vﬁ]ley. Hls.beit
motive was to get an a'surance either by right or prwai(:f o tt & f;u‘; fu{:n(s_
9f the other Valley do not desire or intend to leave {}S ﬁm %v?i‘l oxi]-')l-. e.i]:‘rr : :fne,
and in that case I think my friends of tho other Va'ey us I-md this Iethini
objection to saying that thiey are really not going to leave us, ¢

will satisfy. my friend ‘and he will gladly withdraw his motion, and he sbould
0 it.

- nei- 1 ?

Maviavi RASHID ALI LASKAR :—Sir, may 1 h 5 e

* ko going to move the resolution which he moved (I shcu s ?y " -gk ;

moved lub taking a serious app ‘arance) and a.llo}v 91her Members to sp. on
the subject, or is he gring to withdraw his resolution ?
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Surzur NILMONI PHUKAN :—Sir, I have not uiderstood the Hon’ble
Member.

Tae Hon’srE Tag PRESIDENT :—Does the Hon'ble Member. wish to
withdraw his resolution ?

Srizur NILMONI PHUKAN :—Of ccurse, Sir, I have already
expressed my wish to do so and I was actually about to withdraw the resolu-
tion after hearing what the Hon’ble Mr. Cunningham has said from the
Government side but unfortunately the Rai Bahadur started the discu sion.
However, now I want to make not exactly a reply but an explavation.

Tee How’Bie Tae PRESIDENT :—Is it a personal explaration ?

SruuT DALTM CHANDRA BORAH :—S8ir, if we do not get an assur-
ance from the Hon’ble Mover that he will wifhdraw his motion, we also wish
to say a few words in the matter. It is not good to waste ths time of the
Council for nothing.

Mr. J. R. CUNNINGHAM :—I understand, Sir, that Mr, PLukan
wants to withdraw the resolution and at the same time to make a personal
explaration.

Srivor NILMONI PHUKAN : —Sir, T raised this question as no diplo=
matic move, Really I was sincere about it. As some of my friends said
suppose Sylhet is going to Bengal where is the harm in spending the amount.

~ As a ‘business poliey if I am going to sell a house just now I will not

further furnish it “That was my idea. Of cou's: I am very sorry that
I have offended my friends of the other Valley by raising this question. Let
there_be no more talk of going to Benga!. That was my idea, and I believe
that is the fecling of my friends of the other Valley..........ccocveee... at least

those who are representiog that Valley and I take it to be tbeir feeling evea
now.

Q .
S S oonsa e No, No, no right to say so. (One member only).

.. Sruur NILMONI PHUKAN :-—T take it ab least, whether I have a
right or not.

One of my Hon'ble friends of course levelled many tauntsagainst me as

a school master. I bow at those remarks, and I can only reply that I am
eapable of bearing them. Further, some Members have raised the question
whether this Valley is fed by the other Valley. I do not make any reply to
tha.t.. That is a question to be scen As regards the full autonomy of the
province, one of my Hon'ble friends has eutertained some doubt and on that
ground I say once for all that we must settle whether we should have a fall
autonomous province or merge into any other province. That was my motive.
If really Sylhet is going to Bengal, why should we spend more,—not bec use
T grudge the money, not becanse I like that other Valley should go to Bengal —
far fr.om that. Bul I wanted an assurance that they were not taking up this
uestion 8o frequently, T am serious abous that. But before I withdraw this
resoluticn, I only beg the House not o think that I wanted to create a divi-
sion between the two Valleys. I will never do that. If I am compelled to
do that at any other time on.a matter of principle, there would be no help,
But this it not my present motive and after what I have heird from several
Members and the Hon'ble the Minister and Mr. Cunningham, I am quite
convinced that the House does not like that such a reduction should be made.
And I have already expressed my views that it would pain me the mos if
T am to do so. That was not my intention and therefore with the leave of tha
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House I beg to withdraw this resolution. IF neeessary, the whole question
will be taken up afterwards.

The motion was, by leave of the Couhci], withdrawn.

Tae How’sie tae PRESIDENT :—The question is that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 28,35,000 he granted to the Governor and his Minister to defeay
the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending
on the 81st March 1923, for the administration of the “ Iducation Depart-
ment.” - , .

The motion was put and adop ted.

Tuw How’si Rat Bauaoue GHANASYAM BARUA :— T beg, Sir,
to move that a sum not exceeding Rs. 92,000 be granted to the Governo;
and his Minister to defray the charges that will como in the courie of payment
during the year endinz on the 81gt March 1923, for the administration of the
“ Registration Department >, _

No motion for reduction, /

The motion was put and adopted.

Tur How’rre Rur Banapuvr - GHANASYAM ~ BARUA :—I bex,
Sir, to move (hat g sum mnot exceeding Rs. 4,22,000 be pranted to the
Governor and his Minister to defray the charges which will come in the course
of payment during the year ending on the 815t March 1923, for the alminis-
tration of the “ Agriculture Department .
- Mavcavi RUKGNUDDIN AHMED +—S8ir, the motion
in my name is  that the sum of Rs. 20,000
water-hyacinth be r.duced by Rs. 10,000 **,
Sir, my reason for movinz this motioa is not that I d
very serious menace this vegetable pest is holding out in the Rast Bengal

districts, But for the last 6wo or t hree years, we have been providing money
and neither the Agiicultural Department nor any responsible authority i
informing us where and what the volume of attack of this ve retation is in our
province anl with what measures of succes; we have been abls
If T am satisfied that the money already spent has b.en w.
more money is necessary to combat th. evil successfully,

desirability of withdrawing the motion.
e How’sie Rar Banapgr GHANASYAM BARy, ., | think, Sir,
the Hoa’ble Mover wants to have some information on the subject ang
particularly to know what movey bhas been spent and with, what effect ang
whether this money will be well spent. Is that 507 :
Maviavi RUKUNUDDIN AHMED :—Yes, Sir.

Trp Hox'sie Rat Banaour GHANASYAM ‘BARUé‘l =f-glle subject. s
rather a somowhat long one. But I will try to give a very 52016 account of
: . ; this pest. This weed first mgq, it
What has taken place with regard to this pest. 1913 : P
PeAtance in the Surma Vailey, I think some time z?]bou‘ﬁ = ?inqtsmce about
e : the weed made its existence
WO years after ¢ - bout 1915 or 1916_, . Ister

45 20 s 5, he Valy.  Atir a ara timo abou tho beyianfye
?cfci?‘n almost a panic wag created in some quaatfri th.lrﬁct lgxggﬁallya P 3
101]. Tather unpleas : 1schievous. 'hat P Sl A <
€Xpression ip questio%s%?réiiasnéoﬁcf] and the previous Council, 111! new%);
Agricultur B4 in drect repre:eut,atfons to fhe vaernment a sc]).'cati':z
g -m]al Department ag tuken to task for not looking to the eridi ki
9 Plant, " The getion taken was to engage the Agricul'ural Depart-

that stands
allotted for the de truction of

o not kiow the

to ward it off.
Il spent, and that
I may consider the
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ment in making expeiiments as to whether there was any possibility of get-
ting rid of this weed, 2nd if no*, whether 1t could be used” g any commereial
or ;roﬁtable purpose, so that the people might ba set to work in eradicating
it for profit, During the years 1917 to 1920, experiments were made by
the Agricultural Department to see what use could be made of the plant and
as the Agricultural Department particularly deals with agriculture, manuoring
ete., their attention was specially devoted to see if the plant could be made

useful by being convertel into manure. In }917! 1919 experiments were

made by converting the plant to ash and testing it for manuring purpose-.

The ash had some manuring properties but it was not so rich as .the potash

manure that began to be supplied from Europe after the close of tle war. In

1919-20 expe-iments were made in preparing potash salt byfiltering the ash.
This also yielded very poor risults. At the end of 1919-20, it was almost
definitely demonstrated that the efforts to use the plant or the products of the
plant for manuring putposes on commereial lines would be iin

the salt and ash that were obtained could be sold only at a loss of 60 to 75 or
80 per cent. The Agricultural Department distributed leaflots } describing
the dangers from the weed and the uses that could be made of it with a view
to induce the villagers to destroy the plant as far as possible and utilisz the
plant itself as green ‘manure as well as jts ash as a sabstantia] marure for
some crope.  Further than that, the Department could not do much.

As green manure also it was found that it could not b, commercially
treatel as it would not pay for the transport from ope Place to another at any
considerable distance. 1t could be usad g+ green manure only near the place
where the weed was growing. After tha

passible, because

a real danger, and real danger it really proved to be ip many ways,

. expressed aboug jtg injurious

quote a few remarks made by high officials of Government includine the late
Goverror Sir Nicholas Beatson B.ll while he was Chief Commissioner, In
September 1920, inspe.ting during his tours the places where this plant- was
growing, be made these remarks : — ,

“In the course of my tours, I fonni things worse than ever. T also
found that the people wera getting genuinely alarmed. Tt jq HOW - recogn iged
that it is not merely a question of blocking waterways and tapks, The wind
blows the weed from waterways on to paddy fields, chok

f es the Paddy and does
real harm. ’ :
Last year, the Hon'ble the Finance Member made a tour in that valley
and this 1s what he said about it :—

“ The spread of this pest is becoming a
between Sunamganj and Habigan

Very serious matter, The rivers
divisional Officer, Habiganj,

1 are full of jt and the Syp.
tells me that thip

as spread is most gfaptl;
years ago, there was little of it 4, be sgen 2 =i Three
So, within three years he saw tha whole tract of
covered by the weed. he country almost;

At a lafer stage he frankly said th
the water-hyacinth,

The Commissioner and the Deputy Commigsion
make reports. € were also asked to
It would be a waste of time to read th
But I will quote a few remarks by the

at he wag terrified o¢ the spread of

ewhbl;e of their

s ingpection notes.
Commlssmner.

In a letter to the
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Gov.rnment he said— On my way to Banyiachang I found that a waterway
had be:n kept faitly clear, but when polling back, our boat had to make along:.
detour fo avoid the great ma-ses of the weed. In many pla_ces the We:ed was
among the ri-e and we found men in boats busy pushing it off their land,
one larg: grower of paddy told me that he had daily six boats out trying
to keep his fiells clear of water-hyacinth ......... In many  places the
villagers do combine to clear the waterways but more frequently each
man clears his own land and his own path by pushing the weed on to 'lns
neighbour’s field or path. Concertel and organised action both for fencing
against the weed and for removing it when it intrudes is required but it is
difficult to say how this can be secured without giving some authority the
right fo impress labour.”? y : ‘

I myself went to see those places personally, and I was really alarmed
to see the way in which these weeds were spread over the paddy fields not to
say, waterways.

Well, Sir, this is a pest which has appeared in many parks of the world
and particularly its effects have besn very severely felt in the States of
Louisiana and Florida, in the United State of America, in the Island of Java,
in the Straits Settlements, Siam, Ceylon, Burma, Madras and Bengal. All
these places are equipped with a large number of experts and greater resources,
~ bat still they have fouad it impossible as yet properly to tackle the question
of effectively dealing with the pest or of eralicating it. At the same time
although no means of eradication have yet been found, it is a pest which
cannot be left entirely uncontrolled. In fact if the villagers do not labour
hard on their fields in order to get tid of this weed as much as possible at
the time of cultivation and remove what is left when the harvest is reaped,
their fields will sopon be rendered utterly impossible of cultivation. In this
state of things and considering the paucity of our funds, the best course that
suggested itself to me was to have a report from our Agricultural officers in
that quarter as to the extent of the misehief and the remedies they cou'd
suggest. I asked the Deputy Director accordingly to give me a considered
report and he made such a report in January laust. His report will I hope
convince the Council that any amount which eculd be spent to fight this pest
would not be ill-spent.

His report discloses that excluding forest and other high land arcas which:
cannot be affected by the water-hyacinth, there will be some 5 lakhs of acres:
of waste-land to furnish a breeding ground for this wcel and an area of abou t
10 lakhs of acres of crops will bz esposed to the damag:s by the waad ; that at
the present moment about 10 per cent. or ome lakh acras of cultivated land
are already affected. He goes on to say that computing at the modest yate
of Rs. 8 per acre for expen-es and troubles for fighting the incursions of ' the
weeds and another Rs, 8 per acre for lo s through unavoidable damages the
total burden on the Sylhet ryot would amount to sixlakks of rupess ; year.
Perhaps the estimate is too modest. The Commi sioner’s estimate is that a
Serious campaign against water-hyacinth would cost at least 12
The amount of Rs, 20,000 that we have provided is therefore simply " insigni-
ficant and X should haye gladly provided ten times that amount or even more
if the funds allowed. In our pre:ent straiten:d circumestances any serious
campaign agalnst the hyacinth is impossible and the only” option left to us
18 to help the poor caltivator in his own arduous work in fighting this pest for
his cultivation. He has to labour hard to keep the plant off '}jlis field both
for the purpose of ploughing before his paddy is planted and for kesping.- it-
safe after it is Planted. This small amount has been given simply with &

lacs a year:
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“idea that so small a sum can really have any effect on this pest.
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view to help thc.ryots in their own labours for getting such thingé as they

have to buy. We are not paying for the labour, we are depending on the
ryot’s own labour. but it is only just that these poor people should be he'ped

‘with a little money to get su:h things as bamboos, canes, small implements for

collecting or removing the w.els and to meet other _incidental expenses. T_he
money will be spent throagh th: Locil Boards which are the best local bodies
tosee that it is usefully spent. I hope the Council will not consider this
amount too much, but rather that it is very small. If prosperoas times come
we may try to tackle the question more seiou.ly, but as we carnot do anything
more at pregent we are providing this amount simply asan aid to the ryot to
b: u-ed for things which require expenc:e, depending on hi; own labour for
de:ling with pest as best he can.

Kuan Bimapur MUHIBUDDIN AHMAD :—Sir, I shyuld like to draw
the attention of the Hon’bl: Member- to the fact that a Committee presided
over by Sir Jagadis Bose is sitting in Benzal to deliberate on this very
question, and would like to suggest whether it would not be a good thi:g for
us to wait - and see the resalt of that C mmittee's labours, Can the Hon'ble
Member tell us if that Committ-e has deciled upon any remedy ?

Tre Hon’BLE Rat Banapur GHANASYAM BARUA :—We are really
waiting for - th; result of that Comm.ttes’s labouvs, If any means of destruc-
tion of this plant is discovered by that C mmittee, it wili be a discovery of
grat benefit to the world. Experts are working uli over the world. But

“till now no mewnsof destrucijon has been discovered and at the present

moment we are not looking for destruction either, We are simply tryirg
fo control the pestas much as possible in order 4o keep the fields capable of
beinx cultivated. The treatment is something like that of a malignant sore
which cannot be healed. If we cannot cure, w - saould at le t keep it properly
dressed to afford as much relief and peace to the sufferer as is possible,

Kmix Bananor MUHIBUDDIN AHMAD : —May I ask Sir, whether
the Hon’ble Member is aware of wat is beino done in Bengal in this matter ?

Tue How’sre Rat Bawanur GIANASYAM BARUA :—We have no
definite information, but we know thas they are making investigations and
have not come t» any definite conlusions as ye:. Weare keeping in close

touch and constant correspandence with Bengal in the matter,

Tre Hox'ste Mr. W. J. REID :—I shou'd like only to say, Sir, from the
point. of view of the Finanea Department that if ~ two  lakhs or even
twenty lakhs would get rid of this pest and we could afford it my Depart-
ment would raise no ohjection whatsoever. I think the Hon'ble” Minister
bas madé it cleir that this Rs. 20,000 is given rather to encourge the
people so that they may  not yield altogether to despair, than with any

Mavravt RUKUNUDDIN AHMED :—~1 fuolly realize the difficult
situation and after hearing the Hon’ble - Minjster as well as the Finance
Member, I beg to withdraw my motion.

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn,

Srivur NILMONI PHUK AN :—Sir, I beg to move ; —

That té:e’ sum of Rs. 20,000 allotted for the destruction of water-hyacinth

itted.’
%) oﬂst I am misunderstood I wint to make my position clear, Sjr, T move
for the total omission of the sum of Rs. 20,000 on the very arguments which
bave been put forward by the Khan Baladur ang also by the Hon’ble
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Minister for Loeal Self-Government. 1 also think thgt this amnpnt .13 not
-4t all sufficient for tackling this problem. I have studied trhc question, Ll{ﬁug;l;
not so fully and I find that in other provinces they h;}.\e, not beenha. fe i
tackle the problem as yet properly. It was §ole]y on this gropnd, t ?bredci: ,
that T put in this motion. I also made mention of this item in my bu foe
specch and there T said that it would be like a eharity misplaced. But aftot
what 1 have heard from the Hon’ble Minister and the Hon’ble the Finance
Member and also cther Members, I find this amcunt has beep allotted not for
dealing with the subject scientifically, but only to conbrpl the pest_as fﬁr as
possible, and as such I also do not like to press the motion and if the House

permits, I want to withdraw it. v e
The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. : ;
THE HoN'BLE TEE PRESIDENT:— The original motion befare ths
House is :— .
That a sum not exceeling Rs. 4,22,000 be granted to the Governor and
his Minister to defray the charges which will come in the course of pa._ymeug
during the year ending on the 31st March 1923, for the administration o
the “Agricultur: Department.’”
The motion was put and acopted. = _ .
Tae Hov’ere Rar Bamavur GHANASYAM BARUA :—1 beg, Sir, to
~move thaf a sum not excee ling Re. 1,14,000 be granted to the Governcr and
bis Minis'er to defray the charges which will come in the course of payment
during the year ending on the 3lst March 1923, for the administration of the
* Iodustries Departme: .7 :

The motion was put and adoplel.

THE HoN'BLE Rt Banapur GHANASYAM BARUA :-—{ beg, Sir, to
move that a sum not exceeding Rs. 8,28,000 be granted to the Governor and
bis Minister to défr.y the chirges which will come in the co urse of payment
during th: year ending on the 81st March 1928, for the administration of the
bead, ¢ 47.—Miscellaneous ? (Transferred)...

The motion was put and adapted.

Tae Hox’BLe Rar Bamsoor GHANASYAM BARUA :—‘I beg, Sir, to
move that a sum not excceding Rs. 4,6%,000 be granted to the Governor and
his Minister to defray the charges which will come 1n the course of _payment
during the year ending on the 31st Match 1828, for the administration of the
head, “ 41.—~QCjvil Works (T l‘ansferreﬂ)._ :

The motion was put and adopted:

Tar Hox'srs Rat Bauwapur GHANASYAM BARUA :—T peg Sir, to
move that a sum not exceeding Rs. 18,000 be granted to the Governop and
his Minister to defray the charges which will come in the course of payment
during the year ending on the 31st Marcﬁx 1928, for the administration of the
head, « 37, —Miscellansous Depattments * (Transferred), _

{ The motion was put and alopted. :

Tee How’stn 1iyr PRESIDENT :—To-morrow being Friday, for the
convenience of the Hon’hle Muhammadan Mexnbers there will by 14 morning
5ession of the Couneil.

The Council was then adjourned fo Friday, the 24th March at 2 B M.

SatLiong - S. E. STINTON,
The 12¢4 Aprel 19922, Offg. Secretary to the Legisiatipe Couneil, Assant,

-
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