


COUNCIL OF STATE.

Friday, the 83rd September, 1921.

The Council met in the Council Chamber at Eleven of the Clock. The
Honourable the President was in the Chair.

The HoxouraBLE THE PRESIDENT : We will now resume the adjourned
1T it debate on the Honourable Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas’
o Resolution.

*¥*RESOLUTION RE EQUALITY OF STATUS FOR INDIANS
IN EAST AFRICA.—contd.

The HoxouraBLe Mr, ANNAMALAI CHETTIYAR : Sir, T rise to
119t support this Resolution. The Imperial Cabinet has
T passed a Resolution recognising the equality of status
of Indiaus in the Empire, South Africa being the solitary exception, Sir,
His Excellency’s speech the other day has given us strong hopes of obtaining
recognition of this principle even in South Africa and its interpretation so as
to satisfy Indian pride and patriotism. Sir, [ do not think it would be out of
place to quote one or two sentences from His Excellency’s speech. His
Excellency sau'l ¢ *“ But it establishes beyond all question, and authoritatively,
by the conclusions of the Premiers assembled at the Imperial Conference, with
one dissentlel_lt, the equal status of Indians in the Empire: Secondly, the
attitude of His Majesty’s government and their recognition of this principle
will mean fzhftt it will be applied in other parts of the Empire which are not
under dominion government and notably in Bast Africa.” "Well, Sir. if Fne-
land and her Imperial statesmen give effect to this Resolution of the Imperi:l
Cabinet 1n practice, then the problem of Indians in Kenya is automatically
solved. = But there seem to be some difficulties. The opposition comes from
the selfish nmblt.mn of a small number of people whose shortsiohtedness in
matters of Imperial policy is much to be regretted. Indiaus were there in
the'colon_'gf long hefore the Europeans ever thought of colonising it. Here is
an impartial letter, Sir, fyom the pen of Sir Harry Johnston, one of the oldest
pioneers of the co]ony, to the London * T%mes,” reproduced in  New India’’
of the 1Gth of this month which I received yesterday morning, I shall not
take more than two minutes toread this.  Sir Harry Johnston SAYS

_‘As a much earlier pioneer in Hast Africa than Sir Northrup MeMillan, T must protest
against t]l'e_mattel' of hisletter to you on the rights of Natives of India—ap integral portion
of the ]31-1£1311_ Empire—tq participate in the settlement, development and commerce of East
Africa, or of any other portion of Africa under the British Tlag, As recorded by Sir
Richard Burton, the first person of non-African race and birth to enter the Kingdom of
Uganda was a native of British India. Indians traded with East Africa soon after the
commencement of the Christian era. The presence of large numbers of British Indians on

* «This Council yecommends to the Governor General in Council to take immediately all necessary steps to sefenve
effect being given to the policy of equality of status for Indians in the East Afriean Colonies and Protectorates in
every respect 8 lnid down in the Goyernment of India Despatel on bhe subject. '* r
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the Zanzibar Islands and coasts was 100, 80, 70, 50 years ago the main exeuse and Justifien-
tion for British interference with those vegions, and without the help, the bravery and
discipline of Indian soldiers I doubt whether we should: easily have got the better of Arab
hostility, have suppressed slavery or the slave trade, or have acquired the magniiicent Empire
over East Africa that we now possess. The participation of Indians of all classes with us in
the conquest from the slave traders, the survey, the opening up of the discoveries in botany
and zoology of East Africa from Abyssinia and Zanzibar down to Natal, has been too note-
worthy to be overlooked by the European immigrants into the British possession so
ridicnlously misnamed “Kenya,” The British white men have been theleaders in East African
enterprise, and they have been loyally backed up, laboured for, fought for, by thousands
of Blackmen, Buf the intermediary r0le played by the Indian sepoy, mon-commissioned
officer, surveyor, clerk, surgeon, botanieal collector, trader and horticulturist in all Bast Alriea
from the Zambesi to the Somaliland, has been far too important and loyal to be overlooked
in the callous way characteristic of the thousand recent white settlers in the hinterland of
Mombasa. The injustice of their attitude, the excess of their influence, revolts me, who

strove before they were born to open up Bast Africa to knowledge by the help of Indian
troops, Indian doctors and Indian clerks.’

Sir; the Honourable ' Membeys of this House would like to know the

credentials of the author of this letter. * New India ™ gives the following
comment :— f

¢ Bir Harry, readers may perhaps be aware, has unique and indisputable claims for
pronouncing on the exact contribution of Indians to the opening up of Kenya, and ip
general of Bast Africa.  His career as explover, Consul, and Commissioner in the varigus
parts of Africa dates from 1882-1883, and as Special Commissioner,” ommander-in-Chief
and Consul-General of Uganda, as also of leader of several expeditions to the Nyasaland
territory and Tanganyika, he has been in touch with East Africa from very early iy

mes,’
This, Sir, clearly goes to substantiate our contention that the Indi

zhere long before the Buropeans went there, and the Indi
0 a v

ans were
ans were responsible
ey great extent for the present progress: and prosperity. of the Colony

Sir, the fear that the eight thousand Buropean settlers will he swamped by the
Indians is groundless. If the two millions of the natives of Bast Afiica
camnot swamp them, there is no earthly reason why the thirty thouqan:l
Indians should, Common sense dictates and justice demand that the Imiims-
should not b_e treated as helots within the Empire. Truly none are so blinr{ -1§
those who will not see, Even Sir Valentine Chirol, who cannot he said lo

have any great, Indian leanings, deplores the shortsightedness of those w
refuse equal citizenship -

o to Indians,
Sir, sinee the Colony is direct] d jal horit -
: ly under the Imperial authority and the
seclﬁfﬂari;)f%tate_ for the Colonies has admitted that no racial diserimination
ta};l teitpsamsl lfed in such territories, it isup to it to show now that it means
f}' % eria“‘i ci{' granting full rights of citizenship to Indians in Kenya. Sir,
i}'. ﬁgst 'ewellizﬁiihlp 18 t0 be a reality, if Indiais to continue to be the
?%he o dJia.ns e 1;3 British Crown, if the growing national self-consciousness
Of flle equality 6t i € respected, there could be no two opinions on this matter
;;)est thich \:Zill shg status of Indians wi_thin _the Empire. Tt is the acid
b W the strength and sincerity or otherwise of Imperial

The HONOURABLE D,y

: with regard 4,
11-12 a1 appeal to my H

ho

BAHADU[L AV ABIABHADRA NAIDU : Sir,
this important Resolution T have to make an
! . : onourable friends. We all well know that this isa
matter in which we Ind_la,ns are deeply interested. Tiet every Indian Member
haive hlS say on the Sl'lb‘]GCt. Let us not; a,Pp}y closure to this Sllb,].f-’ct and
bring it abruptly without full-dress qehate. The Honourable Mr. Lalubhai
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Samaldas has, in clear terms, stated how our Indians are treated in South
Africa. Iverybody is aware that the European settlers in East Africa have
been carrying on a propaganda of hatred against the Indian emigrants.:

 We have heard of what our representatives in the Imperial Conference
held in Tondon had talked about equality of citizenship to Indians all over the
Empire. Yet the conditions of the Indians in Bast Africa are simply deplorable.
Although the strength of the Indians is more than thrice the number of
Turopean settlers there. yet the Indians are not allowed to have any.voice in
the administration of the country.

It is the Indians that redeemed parts of the country from primitive
savagery before the beginning of British rule.© Had it not been for the free’
sacrifice of the lives of our Indian soldiers in the recent great war, the British "
army could not have beaten the Germans. - .

The late lamented Mr. Gokhale even went to Africa to bring about
friendly feelings between the Indians and the European settlers. The Indian
Government also sent Sir, Benjamin Robertson all to no effect. We understand
that the European settlers recently evolked the help of their women in the cam-
paign against the Indians. Thus they hope to play on the fraternal sentiments
of their people *“ at Home.”” The Right Honourable the Secretary of State for
the  Colonies was approached by them to consider their supposed untenable
position.  Not content with this they have cabled to Her Imperial Majesty'
t,heIQ,]ueeu-Empress. They are dead against the granting of equality of status
to Indians.

We, the Indians in India, devoutly wish for the dawn of a future when
there shall- be equality of rights and friendly feelings between European and
Indian settlers, and it is our .duty to implore the Government to use their
influence to their ubmost and bring about the desived effect.

We all remember the earnest exhortation made by the Honourable Sardar
Jogendra Singh the other day to preserve our self-respect in not accepting the
Resolution about the Rhodes Scholarship on account of the bad treatment we
have at ‘bh_e hands of white settlers in Tast Africa. Although'many of us did
not join him then and share his views fully, yet let us to-day vote in a body in
favour of the Resolution and make our protest effectively heard in Great
Britain.

The HoNourasre Mr. PHIROZE C. SETHNA : Sir, the Honourable
11417 . Mover, in commending his Resolution for the accept-

ance of the Council, made yesterday a very forceful

speech. It was so pregnant with facts and interesting details, that I am sure
it must have carried conviction to the minds of every individual Member of this
Council, be he Indian or European, and that they will accord to the Resolution
their hearty approval and sympathy. The status of Indians in the Empire
and notably in South and East Africa, is becoming very acute every day. . At
the present moment there is a bitter controversy raging over the recommendation
made in the report of the Joint Select Committee on Indian affairs, the majority
of whom have very strongly supported the contention of the Government of
India that Indian settlers” in the Colony of Kenya must be accorded equal
status with the white settlers, Indians rely on the British sense of justice,
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and the doctrine that all subjects in the Empire are free and equal ; the white

settlers appear to rely on what they call the rights of the self-governing
Colonies,

Kenya, Sir, as the Honourable Mover has told ug, is the modern name .for
what was known till recently as British East Africa. Kenya has a population
of 2 million natives and only 8,000 European settlers and as many as 30,000
Indians. The opposition from the white settlers to granting equal status to
Indians is based on two grounds. In the first place, they say that the white
settlers are entitled to special consideration, because the British white_ populatlo]l
wereinvited to East Africa, to colonise that territory on the supposit.r:on that_ it
would always remain g white 1nan’s colony. This statement necessarily requires
to be: supported by documentary evidence, but so far, no such evid(_snce _has been
adduced. Onthe contrary, Professor Keith of the Edinburgh University, who
Wwas one of the majority signatories to the report, disputes the statement and
inquires what authority theve is for making such a statement, He asserts that
no such invitation was eyer extended by the Imperial Government, and he
points out that the Imperial Government, and the Tmperial Government alone,

could hold forth such 5 prospect. This, therefore, disposes of the argument that,
they are entitled to special consideration.

"Their next contention is, that if equal status is granted to Indian settlers,
on account of their numbers they would absorb the whole grovernment of the
Colony and convert the Colony into an Indian dependency. They go further

and say that such g result will prove very disastrous in the interests of the
native population,

It is difficult to conceive how the granting of equal status t? lnd;ans, as 1s
proposed, would enable Indians to convert a British Colony into an Indian
dependency. As regards their solicitude for the welfare of the natives whose
interests they say will be greatly jeopardised. this is a pretence that can be
called by no other name than  wicked moonshine”” and is a covert attempt to

advance their own selfish ends and further to brand the Indians as an inferior
race,

Previous speakers have pointed out that Indian settlers have lived in the
land for a far longer period than the British have done, In fact, history
proves that Indians went to Fagt Africa even before the English came to lndl_at..
Not only have Indians been in the country for a longer time, but their stake L
the country is large and they have made many sacrifices. It 18 hardly fair,
therefore, to deny equal status which the Imperial G-overpment 18 prepared to
extend tothem. It has been said that the Indians there will not he an_ble to mix
with the native population, Indians certainly understand the natiyeg much

better and can mix more freely with them than the white settlers can
todo. Therefore, if equal

natives, with whom they
improve their lot and wil]

i ; ever exPegt
status is granted to the Indians, they il help the

have lived in perfect ‘amity for years ang yeats 6
help them in every possible way.

Sir, in this connection, Tngiy has reason to be grateful to Lord Chelmeford’s
Government for the very able Despatch which they forwarded to the Home
Government last year ; and we sincerely trust that His Excellency Liord
Reading’s Government will not rest content until they have ohtained for, at
least; the Indian settlers in Kenya, if not in  South Africa, an equal status with
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the European settlers. Reference has been L_nade to the Resoh_:tion which was
passed about two months ago by the Imperial Conference which qcknowledges
the principle of the right of citizenship in‘perfect equality to all Bn-tish subjects
lawfully residing in any part of the Empire. T know that exception has been
made in the case of the region of South Africa, but Honourable Members are
aware that Kenya is not included in that region.

The Honourable Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas gave us yesterday extracts from
that very interesting book entitled My African Journey’” written by the
Right Honourable Winston Churchill. Those extracts were indeed very telling,
Amongst them there was one sentence which I will take the opportunity of
quoting again. It runs as follows : :

“Is it possible for any Government with a scrap of respeet for honest dealings between
man and man to embark upon a policy of deliberately squeezing out the native of India from
the region in which he has established himself under every security of good faith?’ :

The Honourable the Mover stopped at this point, but the next sentence to
my mind is more pertinent and I take leave to quote it :

 Most of all we ask—is such a policy possible to the Government which bears sway over
300 millions of -our Indian Empire P’

Now, Sir, by the irony of fate the Right Honourable Winston Churchill
is to-day the Secretary of State for the Colonies. Let us hope that he will live
up to his professions and that he will, in his capacity as Secretary of State for
the Colonies, endeavour to get the Home Government to see that the Indian
settlers in Kenya do get equal status, and if Mr. Churchill succeeds in doing so,
although he will be doing no more than meting out even-handed Justice, yet we
Indians will ‘be ready to give him the credit of having rendered a signal
gervice to this country,

The Hoxourasrr Mamaraza SOSHI KANTA AC HARIYYA
CHAUDHURI, or MvymessiNen: Sir, 1 beg to  support
this Resolution which has been so ably meved by the Honourable
Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas, and I gratefully acknowledge the anxiety which
the - Government have shown in wging the claims of Indians in Hast
Africa. The proceedings of the Imperial Conference in reference to this
question show that the claims of Indians to a right of equal status with others
in Kenya have heen vigorously advocated.  Certain Members of that
COIlfel‘Ence‘fOI'mELI themselves into a very able Committee for the discussion of
that question, and a Resolution was adopted recognising this richt. and it is
now up t0 _our statesmen to see that the claims of Indial?s are not di;;reo'arded
by the .feW'European settlers in Kenya. This kind of race hatred and race
discrimination only supplies fuel to the fire of the present political movement
which is going on in India, and it is to be hoped that the Government of India
will doall that lies in theiy power to do away with this kind of race feeling. -

11-26 ..

b With these few words, Sir, T support the Resolution that is now before the
Touse.

The HoXouramLy Sir B, C. MITTER ; Sir, T beg to suppoit. the
11298 Kats é{esolutwn which has been moved by the Honourable Mr. Lglﬁbha.i
amaldas, and, at the outset, I wish to congratulate my friend on

the industry, the reseaich and the moderation with which he has presented his
case to the House, T also beg to tender my sincere thanks to Lord Chelmsford
and his Colleagues, and wish to express my appreciation for the very gallant
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fight which they had put up to vindicate the great principles of Right and
Justice in connection with the important problem that is engaging the attention
of the House to-day. I have no doubt that His Excellency Lord Reading,
fresh from that great palladium of justice which has given more prestige to the
English nation than anything else, will bring those high principles of justice
into the solution of the present problem, and that His Excellency, with the
help of his Colleagues, will continue the efforts of Lord Chelmsford and his
Government and press our claims for equality of treatment with unflagging
zeal and pertinacity till our efforts are crowned with success.

Sir, while I agree with most of what the Honourable Mover has said,
there is one point on which I am afraid I cannot agree. He has suggested
that, as a last resort, the Government of this particular Colony might he
handed over to the Indian Government, and he has quoted the high authority
of one of India’s greatest statesmen, namely, Mr. Gokhale, in support of this
claim.

Sir, there has been a great change in the public and political - conditiong
of both India and East Africa since Mr. Gokhale - made the suggestion.
"We have now been put on the road to responsible government. 1t hardly lies
in our mouth, under these circumstances, to say that we shall control the
government of a country which does not send its representatives to our Legis-
lature. :

Sir, T venture to submit, at the same time, that the solution sug%'est-ed by
Lord Milner in his Despatch is wholly inadequate. We are thankful to His
Lordship for acknowledging the principles of justice and equal status upon w]_nch
he desired to base his decisions. e said that the test must be the fest of
equality, but, Sir, when having laid down that test, he Snggests _thq remed{es,
it is difficult to see how those remedies conform to those high principles which
His Lordship enunciates as the basis of his judgment.

Now, Sir, it is proposed, that the Legislative Council of Kenya will consist
of 18 nominated officials, 11 elected Europeans a,l}d 2 clected Indians. T
know, and the House knows, that roughly the nafive populat:ml in East
Africa is 2 millions, Tndians 30,000 and Europeans 8,000. We also kno}v
that the Europeans contribute, in the most important mumglpah’ﬁy, 70,000 in
taxation, while the Indians contribute 1,20,000 and the :Afuca,ns ].U,UUU.' Lo_rd
Milner proposes to add only 2 Indian elected representatives to the Legislative
Council where there was none. Sir, with these facts before us, how can we sa
that the proposal which is to be found in the Despatch of Lprd 1\11-111.81' 18 g,
just or equitable proposal? It is said that as the Government is retaining the
majority in its hands, it does not matter whether the Indians get 2 votes or
more than 2 votes. May T ask, Sir, to put this matter the other way about ?
‘Where then is the objection to give 2 votes to Europeans and 11 to
Indians. You have only to state the case, and it will 'be c]eﬂﬁ:' as the mid-
day'sun that there is no substance in that contention.  Sir, while we
all gratefully admit the high principles which His Lordship lays down, one
cannot forget that in judging a statesman we judge him not by the principles
which he enuneiates, but the manner in which he translates those principles into
action. Sir, I think I have said enough to show that the proposed representa~
tion on the Legislative Council is wholly inadequate and unjust. Now,
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when I come to the question of municipal representation I find it is far worse,
because up till now there has been no representation of Indiang in the import-
ant municipality of Nairobi. The safeguard of official majority is wanting
there. We know that the proposed suggestion is that there should be only 3
Indians on that Council, leaving a huge majority to mon-official Europeans.
Sir, with such a condition of things, how can you expect that the Indian
quarters would be sanitary ? If the Indians do not have a proper representa-
tion on the municipalities, it should not be wondered at that more money is
spent upon European quarters. It is hardly fair to give Indians such a small
voice in their civic affairs and then to say : ¢ You live in an insanitary way.’
I submit, Sir, that we cannot possibly accept the suggestion of segregation
that has been put forward. Sir, a peculiar reason has been given that social
convenience demandsit. Sir, is there any town in Africa where more Europeans
live than in Calcutta or Bombay ? Do not the Europeans -and Indians live in
these cities in perfect peace and amity ?  Has segregation been ever necessary
or suggested —in these cases? . No doubt, Indians will naturally flock to
one particular quarter-so will the Furopeans. But Isay, Sir, it hurts the
national pride of the Indians to be told that they live in an unclean way and
that they must be segregated. It puts upon them the stamp of racial inferiority
which they cannot possibly tolerate. The result of segregation, Sir, will be that
the Indians will go to the wall.

Sir, then there is the acquisition of land. Now, itis said that the Indians
ought not to have land in the uplands. The question is not such a big one
as it seems af first sight, because, after 1908, all the available lands there
have practically been distributed. The practical question that arises is whether,
in a case of transfer, Indians ave eligible to be transferees ornot. No doubt in
1915 an Ordinance was passed whereby the consent of the Governor was made
necessary for the transfer of land belonging to an individual of one race to an
individual of another race, and instructions, I understand, have been oiven
that, when the transfer is made to Indians, that transfer will not be ackno-
ledged. Now, Sir, there 1s absolu_tely no justification for this. Tt 1s inequit-
able, it is opposed to economic prineiples, and, in the long 1un, cannot be of
any real service to those Huropeans who desire to transfer their lands. The
fiat has now gone forth from the _Ir_npt_z-.rlal Conference that, at least in the
countries administered by the British, there shall always be equality of rights,
In view of this, the Ordinance in question oughtnot to be on the Statute-book
any longer. Sir, we have had the matter considered by English statesmen
sitting on the Parliamentary Joint Coxnmlttgee. Their Report is in our favour. It
re-a'Trms equality of status. It says that the representation of Indians in the
Legislative Council and on the municipal bodies is at present inadequate, and
gives its verdict in clear terms against segregation. It affirms that a case has been
made out for further inquiry 1mto the acquisition of land. Sir, even These
well-considered recommendations are taken exception to. Violent acitation
seems to have been started by the Europeans in Bast Africa, and we e their
cause espoused by influential Englishmen in England. We read the other day
in the columns of the 7imes a contribution signed by some very influential
Englishmen which says in effect that Bast Africa is a white man’s colony and
can never, and should never, be allowed to pass under the political domination of
Asiaties. At present, the (Government _wﬂl continue to have a majority on the
Legislative Council. That is done with a view to safeguard the interests of
the natives of Africa. If that is the argument which has influenced T.ord
Milner’s course of action, it is an argument which we can well ask him to adopt
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in the case of Indians also. . How can it pass, therefore, into the hands of
Asiatics.: The Government will always have a controlling voice. In the next
place, the suggestion of the Government of India is not that it should pass into
the hands of the natives of India. All that is claimed, is equality of status.

Rules and regulations will no doubt have to be made, properly safeguarding the

interests of all the communities, but what we do take exception to, is the claim
that it must remain a white man’s colony. :

Now, Sir, may T ask, what is the -underlying basis of that assertion? I
put 1t to the House, is not the logical consequence of that that true British

- civilisation is not based upon ethical considerations but upon racial grounds ?

Iam confident that the better mind of England will give a most emphatic denial
to such an assertion. Sir, it has been said that the case of Indians in Tast
Africa is regarded as the acid test of the sincerity of the protestations of states-
men and politicians of the value to an Indian of British citizenship. Mr,
Gandhi in his frantic campaign of non-co-operation insinuates that the profes-
sions of equality are mere shams. Sir, all India is awaiting the solution of
this East African problem with bated breath, and any kind of solution which
suggests partisanship will, T venture to submit, deal a staggering blow to the
prestige of His Majesty’s Government and extinguish the high hopes that
animate to-day millions of His Majesty’s loyal and peaceful subjects.

Sir, the great bulk of the Indian people. to-day believes in the inherent
sense of justice of the British nation. Englishmen have always made enormous
sacrifices in men and money, to vindicate She principles of Justice and equality ;
and they have given practical proof of the sincerity of their assertion by
putting us now on :the road to responsible government. They have thereby
furnished incontrovertible evidence of their @ood faith., When South Afriea
lay bleeding at her feet, what was it that England did? She dealt out justice
to her. - Rebellious foes were converted into her staunchest friends. To that
principle of justice, 1 appeal again. The present agitation of the Europeans in
East Africa 1s directed agains"u those very principles. They have threatened,
if necessary; to use force. I ask, is the people of England, is the great Parlia-
ment of England, going to he bullied or threatened by anybody, or are the
not going to stand by those eternal principles of justice and right, and decide
equitably, honestly, fairly, as between man and man? The Europeans are g
practical people. Quy European colleaoues are working to;;'ethe:: with us with
the greatest cordiality. Sir 1 venture to prophesy that history will repeat itself
in Fast Africa.. The Indians have g doughty champion in the Government of
India; they have a liberal-ninded statesman at the helin of affairs in Englang,
I ask them, with all the emphasis T can command, not to emulate the Buropean
settlers in Hast Africa in theip truculence and in their threats, but to pursue
the peaceful and constitutional methods which have set their countrymen in
this country on the path towards the realisation of self-government,

Sir, in conclusion, T hope the protests of the Government of Tndia and the
united voice of the Indian Legislature—for T hope there will be no dissentient
voice —will raise ‘the' mist that seems to have hither to hung over the Colonial
Office. T sincerely trust that the present Colonial Secretary, who, we know,
has expressed generous sympathies towards Indians in East Africa, will have
the courage to carry the judgment of the Imperial Conference into execution,
a judgment which declares that in almogs a1l the countries where 'the British
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flag flies there shall be no discrimination between His Majesty’s subjects, and
T iope he will be able to frame just and equitable rales and regulations suited
no doubt to the local conditions of the country, bearing in mind the principle
laid down by the Imperial Conference, as will enable Indians and Europeans,
both subjects of His Tmperial Majesty, to live in peace, in amity, in concord
and in happiness, and thereby solve one of those dehcat_é and Imperial problems
that ‘well-nigh threaten to affect the harmony and péace of the great British
Empire.

Sir, with these words, I support this Resolution. _

The HoxouraBLe Coroxer, St UMAR HAYAT KHAN : Sir, T think
the Government of India is alrcady doing its very best in the
matter and I do not think, even if this Resolution had not come
forward, that they would not have done what was in their power, At the
same time this Resolution does show that Indians feel all that has been set forth
by previous speakers and that we are not asleep in the matter.

So much has been said on the case by the Honourable Mover, that T think
it is useless to go into details, because T have mnoticed that most of the other
Members who have spoken have been repeating most of the points already raised.

Sir, when India launched in the War and Indian soldiers began to
fight, 1 know that they all had great hopes that after the war they
would get something, that they 'would get some place in Mesopotamia or
in Africa or somewher else 5 that was the idea, but I am very sorry
to say that all their expectations of getting a place have hitherto nof
Been realised. I am not sorry about Mesopotamia, because 1 think it is
a place which has gone to its rightful people. But what about East
Africa’?  Every ‘one had an idea that we would get it, because it ‘was
really conquered by Indians. I remember, Sir, when I was going to Flanders
at the very beginning of the operations, a brigade was detailed to start from
Karachi for East Africa. - All know how much they suffered. The coun’cry
was not then considered good enough for Europeans, and it twas for this reason
that Indians were sent to conquer it. Now that they have done so, it looks as
if, when conquered, it had become a very nice country and that it is much
more suitable for Europeans than for Indians. I think, Sir, that some 6f the
colonists there say that the Indians have got no right there, Since we have
been the first there, T think, instead of asking for equal rights, the Indians
in this colony, since they have taken the greatest part in ifs development
and ‘since their numbers are greater, they ought to dictate their  termy
just as others are now dictating theirs, to them. T think it ig very moderate to
begin with that we should get more than the Europeans; but if that is not
proper, let us get at least equal status.

If only you consider, Sir, how many Indian troops were in the countr
and how many English troops were there, if you go on that principle, we will
be quite content. After all, we have done our very best. But these are argu-
ments which do not carry sufficient weight.

There is a saying Baihal-i-lindtash Bakusham Samarqand-o- Butkara ra
which means, a man who donot possess Bol_chz.tra or Samarkand bestowed it o1
a person saying go ““and take it.” How 1s it to be taken ? that is the diffi:
culty, We have been saying that it 1s our right and so on, but when people
do not listen then comes the difficulty. There was a bania, Sir, whose cow was
killed by a lion; and he got out his book and said « Now, by what right have
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you gone and killed my cow ?”’  The lion growled, and the bania said # Oh,
16 is all right.”” That is the only thing to do.

‘One allegation - against the Indians is, that they live cheaply and others
cannot. Is it to be understood that by civilisation is meant that a. man who.
spends most is more civilised than the man who spends least ? I think if we
spend less all the rest of the money goes to the State and is used for aood
purposes. So, I think, Sir, we should at any rate get our share there, in return
for the services that India and Indian soldiers have rendered ; many of them lie
buried in the ground over there, and T say they should get their rights of equal
citizenship. : :

The HoxourasLe S MANECKJI DADABHOY : Sir, T also feel that T
poa 'would be remiss inl ny duty to my c-onstituen.cy if T flid not

" 'extend my hearty support and co-operation to this Resolution, The
Honourable Mr. Samaldas has rendered a great service to the country in placing
this Resolution before the Council and giving’it ‘an opportunity  of expressine
its opinion in unequivocal Janguage on' the present position in Tast Afrié-:.
The 'admirable manner in which my friend, Mr. Samaldas, has dealt *with R
question and the great restraint with which he Las placed the case in support
of the Tndian settlers in East Africa, makes my task easier and, therefore, 1:q¢
not propose to traverse over the same ground again. This Resolution simply
affrms the great princigles Iaid down by TLord Chelmsford in his famous
Despatch of the 21st October 1920, and I have not the shghteslt doubt . that
the Government now will accept this Resolution in conformity with that
Despatch ;:-but there is one important matter to be said in this connection,
I hope Government will not allow the case to rest at this st;apf;& Speeches in
this Council endorsing the view of the Government of India a8 an . excellent
thing, but they will not attain the great object in view. We all know  that
the Indian seitlers in Tast Africa have ai good' case. They went thére and
settled down years ago. They have acquired inherent and vested rights; the
rights have been legalised, which these European settlers now wish to deprive
them of. There are three main grievances of these unfortunate people which
have been dealt with in this Council. They refer to their claim for equal elec.
torate, equal franchise, to the freedom of moving in the town and acquiring
rights over property and land in open competition with Europeans ' there,
Nobody could possibly: say that these demands are unjust and cannot Iawfu]]y
be supported. But what is the Government of India now going to do ¢,
further their claims ? I shall mot be satisfied with _the mere acceptance of thig
Resolution by the Government of Tndia. The Joint Committee that \yas ‘ap-
pointed have, as the Honourable Mr, Samaldas has pointed out, whittle] down
the suggestions and proposals made in the famous Despatch to which T ang othey
Honourable Members have already referred. There is one important suggestion
which they have made, and that is, the appointment of a Royal Commission -
I think this Council should uroe on the Government of India-not to sjt
quiet at this stage, but to persist in their righteous de:rand, to insist upon the
Government at Home to appoint a Royal Commission which will go out to
Kenya and inquire into the grievances of our Indian settlers thepe g see what
justice can be done in the matter., Tt must also be bore in mind 10 ‘thig
connection that the Kenya Protectorate is now a Crown Colony. [t is under
the Tmperial Government and under the administrative control of the Sectetary
of State for the Colonies, and directly under the control of the Imperial
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Parliament. The Imperial Parliament, if it ‘wishes, can bring a great deal of
pressure, moral pressure, to bear upon : these: Buropean settlers ‘and’ upon' the
Government of that Protectorate to yield to the reasonable and just demands of
our countrymen, and I hope something in this direction will ‘be done, * Tt is
also a matter of congratulation that our sister body, the Legislative Assembly,
yesterday have voted the supply of a grant for the appointment of a High
Commissioner for India in' that Protectorate. This will ‘enable the trade
interests of Indian settlers to be serupulously watched *and safeguarded. T
also understand in- this connection that an official of my Province, iwhose
capabilities are great and who is of pro-Indian sympathies, has been selected for
{his exalted office. I have no doubt we are now moving in the right direction,
and I request the Government of India to leave mo stone unturned in the
matter of seeing that justice is being ‘done to Indian settlers in the Kenya
Protectorate. 1. . : . ;

The Hoxovrasre Mananasa Siz MANINDRA CHANDRA NANDY .
M. President, T have very great pleasure in supporting the Resolu-
tion which has been moved by my friend, the Honourable Lalubhai
Samaldas. “The position of Indians in Bast Africa, particularly in Kenya, is
veally the key to the position of the Indians in'all the self-governing Do ninions
of the British’ E npire, and. so long as our position in this Colony is not set right,
there is very little chance of our acquiring equal citizenship in other parts of the
Empire. 1 quite admit that the Conference of the Premiers of the Dominions
sn Tiondon last summer did its very best to put us'into a position of equal
status tlu'oughput the Empire, excepting in theease of the South African Union.
Sir, it is only in South and Hastern - Africa that the Indian problem is a livine
jssue, for, in these two parts of the Enpire, there is a'large Indian pOpuIatioi
whose labours come into competition with those of their white population. With,
anew angle of vision, and with the broader statesmanship of to-day, T hope labour
competition will not be allowed to interfere with the establishment of equal
citizenship for Indians in all parts of the British Empire, J {

Sir, T hope this Council will excuse me if I go into a bit of the history
of this complicated question, * 1t is nearly 300 years that the Indians began
to emigrate into East Africa, and it has been recognised by English a.uth?)ri-
ties that the Indian emigrants have been the pioneers of civilisation, trade and
agriculture in that part of the” world, and they were the fiyst to establish a
link between the Indian Ocean and the interior of Africa, “ang that it was by
their labour that a railway was constructed from the coast to the lake Victoria
Nyanza. It is universally recognised that the Indiang have made Kenya or
Eastern Africa what it is to-day. To-day, Kenya hag nearly. 30,000 Indians
while its European population does not exceed more than 0N W 3

The HoNourasLy rap PRESIDENT : 1 would point out this debate has
gone on fora long time and, in the circumstances, I would ask. the Honourable

Maharaja, asfar as possible, to avoid dealing: with arouments which ]
already been set forth at considerable length. = o

The HoNourABLE Mamarasa Sik MANINDRA CHANDRA NANDY:*
Yet, it is strange that, for the benefit of this small community, orave in i-uStiCB!:;
have been inflicted on the larger Indian community, Ty, J ulyi 9907 & new constitu-
tion ereated the Kenya Colony, out of Bastern Afvica, with the status of a
Crown Colony, the object of which was to confine the Indians, as far as'possible
to the low-lands around Mombassa. a,{xd to reserve the-delectable uplands aro{in(i
Nairobi for European settlement or, in other words, to give legal validity to
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the differences between the races started in 1902. This territorial division for
racial purposes on the ground of * sanitation’ is the beginning of the present
trouble and unrest among the Indian emigrants'in East Africa. The Segrega-
tion of Races Rules and the Town Planning Scheme Ordinance, initiated in 1919
in consequence of a report made by Professor Simpson more than eight years
ago, have practically condemned the Indians to the position of mere helots,
That is not all. The Indians in Kenya cannot buy lands nor go about wherever
they please ; they are practically excluded from the legal and medical profes-
sions, and, lastly, they have hardly any educational facilities ; and though they
are as many as 3 to 1, they have the right to send only two representatives to the
Council, while the European minority can send as many as L1, This position
seems to be most galling, and this racial segregation wounds the Indians in
their pride and honour, especially because it is so shamelessly based on
- sanitary grounds.” Tord Chelmsford, in 1920, enunciated the principle that,
in a Crown Colony or Protectorate, Indian subjects ought not to be given a
lower status than any other British subjects, but Lord Milner unfortunate-
ly did not act up to 1t. That is the position that we are all anxious to secure
for Indian emigrants in that part of the British Empire, and justice and equity
support our claim. 'With that view, I have very great pleasure in supporting
the Honourabla Lalubhai Samaldas’ Resolution.

The Hoxourapre Mr G. S. KHAPARDE :  Sir, when about two years
19:5 ago, Sir Benjamin Robertson who was then Chief Commissioner
SO B8 of the Central Provinces, was appointed to proceed to Africa
to inquire into questions affecting Indians there, L moved a Resolution in the
Old Legislative Council—which I am very glad to say was accepted by Gov-
ernment asking that questions relating to all Indians there be referred to him.
Then numerous communications and reports were issued by Government relat-
ing to those questions, and the conclusions which the Government of India
came to on questions I raised were communicated to him and acted upon,
Now those conclusions were urged, I believe, on non-historical grounds and
it is in this connection that 1 wish to show Honourable Members an analog
and that analogy is in regard to our Joint Hindu F_flml;ly ‘System about which
every body knows. In our system of Joint Hindu Family it was originally the
head'of the family who ruled the house—generally the father—but there came
a'time when his sons grew up to he responsible persons and he was pQ{npell_e(l
to admit them into his counsels, and they had a voice then in SEFt'lmg fa,-_m]y
matters. Noy, thisis the point in the analogy which the Bntl_sh Govern-
mént has reached because it has not only Great Britain but all its Colonieg
and I look upon those Colonies as the sons. All those sons should he brought
together and included in the counsels of the _Head of .tl_w farmly‘—the British
Government—and they should have a voice in determining questions relating
to the welfare of the family. I want to hear the Colonies spoken of as British
Africa, British Australia and British India and so on, because it will show
that they all belong to one united family.

Unfortunately a question has cropped up as to White Africa, mext T
suppose we shall hear of Brown Africa—a Black Afrlea_. If you will refer
back again to my analogy in regard to the Hindu Joint Family System, what do
you find ? You will find that we do not inquire into all the why’s and where;
fore’s of different things. One member of the family may have thousande o
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rupees coming-in every month from his profession ; his brother may remain ab
home to look after the property and estates and yet another brother may have
no money at all, what does it matter ? They donot question each other as to
why one chould have this and another that, the wealth or whatever 1s possessed
is divided equally into sharves, so that all members of the family are happy and
contented. : .

I humbly submit that historical considerations of this kind are important
and worthy of consideration, but they must be subordinated to the necessities
of the present situation.

We have heard statements in regard to people entering Africa. Tt does
not matter one jot who entered first or who entered last, who carried a sword
or who went in with only a pen or the identity of the idler who remained at
home and wrote poems. Everything should be done in accordance 'with
the law of equality. When settling family disputes, T ‘have = found it
useful to apply this law to my clients. I should never say to a client “ who
does all the work *” or  who does no work,” who spends all the money.” No
I should say : “ kindly find out what the property is and divide it equally.”
These considerations and principles do not apply only to family disputes, but
they apply generally. I should not hesitate to apply them to any question—
even international questions. It would have been better in the past, when
people settled in a country, for them to have partitioned their land off in equal
chares. A lot of trouble would have been avoided. This reminds me of the
question referred to by my Honourable friend Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas regarding
a dispute about some highlands. In this case, equity is equality, and those high-
lands should have been divided equally amongst the persons concerned. If a
highway was required by all means have it, there surely would be no objection,

The word “ partnership > has been mentioned often enough, I do not
like that word. It is not a nice word as it is based on contract, and contract
means three persons with a judge between them.

T want to see a union of British independent nations, Or if you like
to call it, a union of free mnations, or some such phrase. The phrase
"partnership % will have to be dropped ; all considera‘ions of history will
have to be dropped, and those other things which make for differences will
have to be dropped. We must look upon ourselves as free people who have
voluntarily put all their belongings together, and we want to share them
together, and, as far as possible, meet the convenience of each by limiting our
own rights by the rights of others and the rights of others by our own diohts
In that way a solution should be reached. 1 am sure that, if all these disputes
;.md .a]l these troubles were looked at from this angle of vision, namely 1'e£ard-
ing it as one family, the solution would prove easy. - With these words T have
great pleasure in supporting the proposition put “forward by my Honourable
friend Mr, Lalubhai. _

The Hoxourapre Mz. B. N. SARMA : Sir, if I did not intervene in
19-12 7ot th_e debate earlier, it was because a desire was expressed that the

- mind of the country should be expressed through its chosen
representatives in this House 1t order t}mt the hands of the Government
may be strengthened, if need be, m securing the rights of Indians in British
Tast Africa. The Resolution asks that the Government should take immedi~
ately all necessary steps for the purpose of giving effect to the recommendations
made in the Despatch of 20th October. We stand by that Despatch. - There
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is no need to add to or subtract from'it. We have been taking all the necessaiy
steps to see that effect is given to it. We are not asleep. hcgot;mtlons are
going on between the Colonial Office and t]:}e India Office representing us, ‘and
T may assure’ ITonourable Membcrs- that we have every ' reason to ‘hope
that a satisfactory solution would be arrived at and announced, ere-long.  Under
these circumstances, it is unnecessary for me to enter into g critical examination
as to the aceuracy or inaccuracy of particu!ﬁr facts, figures or arguments
advanced by various Members in support of this Resolution, The Government
of India havefor a long time beenumvil]ing' to agree to any limitation on the
right of British Indians to emigrate to any: part of the British Empire, But,
in order to promote the solidarity of the Empire; to prevent as far gg
possible friction, and  racial or ‘cconsmic jealousy {or JlliSUIIdel‘Stmldi_n o4
between the component parts thereof, and to bring - about a harmonigus ang
amicable scttlement thereof, though they have agreed ‘to 1 R ‘being
placed upon this unrestricted rig_ht for whi_ch__they have contended for ver
long, a Resolution has hee;n_ carried by \'.'.hl._(:h 1t hag been tacitly understogd——
expressly understood, I might say-—that m so far as British Indiaug have
Jawfully migrated to any part of the Brifush Empire, they shall be treate] on
perfectly equal terms with the rest of His Majesty’s subjects, and that the
Government of India and the Dominions in general should agree to the princi-
ple that each component part should have: freedom  to determine ~ag to
what the composition iof its population should be. T am glad to say that
Ahis principle has been re-enunciated and accepted at the recent Imperis]
Conference. 1t has been recognised, except to a very limited extent—an,|
even here we are not hopeless that soon_different counsels wil] Prevail —
that Indians shall be treated as entitled to an equal statye in every
part of His Majesty’s Dominions. Now, with reference o Kenya o
British East Africa, I believe there would not be any very great diffio, by
although 1 have no warrant for announcing any .demsion, in the Way ojij
the Government’s proposals with regard to. franchise, general an( Municipa]
freedom to live in any part of the country,' freedom in regard  tg tl'a.de’
and other important and essential matters being accepted on the lines oy
which both the Government and the people of this country desire to see g
settlement. Honourable Members, T am glad; have adopted a moderate tone
in the debate and have not expressed the keenness of their resentment or g,
‘bitterness of feeling towards particular sections. I way assure Honourahje
Members that expression of resentment, and unnecessary warmth; woulq only
handicap us in our struggle to secure better treatment and. recognition of
equality for Indians in all parts of the Empire. Moderation would neyey be
misunderstood as being tantamount 4o weakness, and we must algg realise tg
a certain extent that, whatever may have been the reasons for it, disappointment
is felt by some of our fellow European subjects, and that the faylf did not,
always lie on one side. If there has been bitferness of feeling expressed by
:EI.IJ‘.'OPEBJHS, bitterness of feeling has been GXPl‘BSSGd by Indiang also, But it K7
useless to enlarge upon this bassing phase of the struggle, becauge T ool sure
that, when the British Empire has rogolyved upon a particular course of getion
as 1t has'in the Tmperial Conference, there cannot be, and theye will not be, any
deviation from that accepted Principle,  Honourable Members have stated that
in matters of franchise, Indians haye not been treated fairly, T y
alluded to the fact that we have reasop to hope that on the esgent;
franchise, both general as well ag municipal, there would be

ave already
al question of
no distinction
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between any portion of His Majesty’s subjects ; and with ‘regard to secrega-
tion, asking Indians to .setﬂe down in particular localities, an_d §0.0m, _gI 510 not;
fhink any such distinction wo}ﬂd be allowed. I may also pomt out, if it were
neéessm-y to.do so, that thel_'e 15 no reason for .ala,rm on (?Ithel‘ side.  We are
not dealing with the question of a self-governing Dominion. We are dealing:
with the question of a British Colony awhere, as far as we can foresee, thero
must be a large official majority ; that is, that the Governuent of British
Africa must be subject to the paramount  will of the British Parliament.
1f that be so, then the British interests would and could never be sacrificed.
British rights would always be respected and there would be no danger of any.
lower type of civilisation being allowed to havé its sway in that land. ' There-
fore, it seems to me that it is a “trifie premature for any alarm: being felt by
our fellow’ European British subjects on this score.” Nor is there any recessity
for any great alarm on the part of the Indian public either, Inasmuch as the
essential control, of the Colony must remain subject to the will of the British
Parliament, it ought not to make any very great difference whether the franchise
immediately secures proportionate number or not, Still, T think, we are on the
right road 1 asking for a wider franchise, and we shall never deviate from the
demand for perfect equality in respeet of electoral qualification and in respect; of
every other essential natter, and I do not think it does:count at all as to whether
the Indians go in sufficiently large numbers on anequal franchise into the Legis-
lative Councils or the Municipal Couneils, although it may be possible that, in the
not distant future, their numbers will increase to adequately and justly represent;
their interests. Allusion has been made again to the Highlands. I would ask
my Indian friends to remember that, whatever may have been the reasons for
it, and whether the reasons are perfectly justifiable. or not, a laree section  of
the Liuropean population there see n to consider that a pledge has heen given
that certain rights of theirs would be protected in the Highlands, and T am sure
that everyone would agree that no Government would like to have its honesty
impugned or an accusation made against it that it has violated its pledges,
and, as has been pointed out by Sir B. C. Mitter. inasmuch as practically
the whole land is stated to have been parcelled out, it is not a practical
question to go into the genesis of the policy or the course of conduet , which
led the Kuropean community to understand it to be g pledge from which
the Government should never deviate. The Government of India have in
their Despatch never asked that any pledge should be broken. but have ureed

and.I think rightly; that there is no necessity for any emba.;'o-o being plgée(i
upon free transfers, and T will only suggest one areument for the consideration
of those who may hold o different view, namely, that it does not seem right or
dignified that any community whieh is so self-reliant, so freedom-loving and so
assel‘t_l‘-’e as_the British, should ask for protection which seems tohbe- the
peculiar privilege of the weak and of hel pless minorities. [ do mnot think
the British settlers will suffer by free transfer being allowed. I know
that we tried this experiment of Farnashrama in ancient India or perhaps
in mediwval India, and T would ask those that now believe in it in Africa
toread Indian history with some advantage and profit to themselves. None
of these problems seems to be a new problem. We have tried the experi-
ment and we have arrived at the conclusion that it does not pay. -Still,
I think Honourable Members will realise that the Government are in some
difficulty and would have to take the Luaropean community with them as far as
possible and to see that their sense OI?: fair play and justice'is not rudely shocked.
I need not say anything more on it but that the Govérnment of Tndia are
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still of fhe same ©Gpinion as was expressed on_this subject in their Despatch,
T think the suggestion that the Colonial Office, if they are not equal to the taslk,
might hand over the government to the India Offce was meant more to indi-
cate a feeling of irritation of the community expressed by the Honourable the
Mover who has been gcrupulously modera‘t(? in his .tone,.l must a,ckuox‘.]e(lg e,
than a practical proposition advanced for serious consideration, and the arguments
aoainst it have been so well set forth by Sir B. C. Mitter that I need hardly
allude to them again, The Honourable Sir Umar Hayat Khan expressed disap-
pointient that the hopes that were raised that some part of Africa would be
reserved for the soldiers or for Indians generally, have been disappointed.
T do not think that on this subject there is any justification for any disappoint-
ment being felt, With rezard to German East Africa, now known as Tanganikag,
which is a territory administered under a mandate, people of all nationalitieg
within the British Empire have absolutely equal rights, and ' consequently it
would not be open to His Majesty’s Government to show any favouritism
to dny section' of the community. But we were asked as to whether any
tracts therein should be reserved for Indians. An inquiry was set on foot and
it was found that the country was absolutely unsuited for colonisation b
small farmers, and the climate, the surroundings, the money and the labour
necessary render only large farming and large estates possible at present,
Consequently the colonisation schéme which at one time was hoped would be
possible could not be embarked upon.  Even, apart from that, it was felt
that if any portion should be reserved for Indians other people would have
an‘equal right to ¢ay: « Now that you have asked for some reservation you
have no richt to be treated on an absolutely equal footing elsewhere,
The moment vou ask for reservation and special rights other communities
would have equzil claims to differentiation and special reservation, 'I'herefore,
the Government of India felt that they will be perfectly 1ight in asking for
absolute equality of status, for absolute equality of opportunity of perfect free-
dom of action and for no favour, and in this respect they are supported, I bel'eve;
by the Indian National Congress. And I am sure the people of India are behind
the Government in asking that throughout His Majesty’s Dominions Indians do
not want any favour, do not seek any favour, but only ask for fair play, free-
dom and absolute equality of opportunities. And I think therefore that, m view
of the facts T have explained, the Honourable Sir Umar Hayat Khan will realise
that there is no reason to be dissatisfied, either with the action of the Govern-
ment of India, or His Majesty’s Government in this respect ; and the ‘facf
that His Majesty’s Government have respected the wishes of the Indian people
and the Indian Government in ratifying at the Tmperial _Cpnference the
principle of equality of status for which we have been fighting, is clearly
indieative that our struggle in that behalf has not been m vain, :

I hope, therefore, that T have said enough to convinee the Honourable
Members:of this House that the Government are alive to theimportance of this
subject ; that they will do all that lies in their power that may be humanly
possible to defend the cause of the Indian community, and that they are fully
conseious that the people in East Africa, as well as His Majesty’s Govern-
ment, are fully aware of the fact that hehind this policy of the G overnment
are the people arrayed in solid phalanx. We may, therefore, hope for an early,
reasonable, moderate and satisfactory solution of this difficult question. I may
say that the Goverrm nt are willing to accept the Resolution,
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The HoxouraBLE Sarpar JOGENDRA SINGH : Sir, I simply want to
congratulate the Government of India on the bold stand that they
+12:3l pat. o Ztoken for Indian rights in their Despatch which was submit-
ted to the Secretary of State. A precedent was seb by Lord Hardinge who
publicly declared himself as the defender of Indian rights. Tam glad to see
our Government to-day tales the same’ stand that Indian rights everywhere
shall be respected and enforced by the Government of India as far as it lies in
their power. It hurts one ‘to hear of the white man, the black man and
the brown man, We all belong to the same household. The British Empire
is growing into a circle of self-governing Dominions. -~ As British citizens
we belong to one great Empire working for human happiness andh uman
freedom. The new economic forces that are coming into existence are working
towards a greater unity and that is why 1 am a declared free trader, because
free trade will link us together, and we shall feel that in this great Empire we
can freely interchange each other’s produce and afttain a large prosperity. The
very easy way which the Honourable Mr. Khaparde suggested of taking the
British Empire as a huge Hindu joint family, T think is a very nice one indeed,
if the British people were willing to admit us into that kind of partnership.
We would profit by it indeed.” The sleeping partner in a big business has the
best of everything, and I think the British people hardly realised, when they
invited us to be partners in this great household, that a Hindu in India was
to” stand up and say: “Iam going to have all the advantages and take as
little responsibility as possible.”” You see, the head of a Hindu family is
very often a long-suffering man. He has to provide for so many people who
do not work. Is India going to be such a partner?

T shall not take up the time of the House, but with one more word
T shall conelude. The telling speech which the Honourable Sivr Umar Hayat
Khan delivered, showed the sacrifices made by our Indian soldiers in Bast
Africa. I hope the Buitish people in Hast Africa will not forget the debt
they owe to the dead and keep faith with them. Sir Theodore Morrison, who
was 2 Member of the Secretary of State’s Council, wrote a book in which he
actually promised the handing over of Bast Africa to the Indians, and that

is the pledge by which we stand to-day.

The Honourastt Mr. LALUBHAL SAMALDAS: Sir, I should just

12-35 p.y. like to say a few words.......

The Hovourapre ar PRESIDENT : T would remind the Honourahle
Member that this debate has gone to a great length and ask him to be as brief

as possible, ;

The Honourapre Mr. LALUBHAT SAMALDAS : Sir, I am very great-
ful to Honourable Members for the way in which they have supported me
arfd T am also grateful to Government for having accepted this Resolution.
1 have only one word to say in justification of what fell from the Honourablo
Sir Umar Hayat Khan, The Honourable Member on behalf of Government
has replied about German East Africa, bub he has not veplied about or referred
to British East Africa, where, as T say, 1,500 farms of millions of acres haye
been given to British soldiers, and not a single acre has been given to Indian
soldiers, )£ anybody is responsible for that remark it is not the Honourable
Sir Umar Hayat Khan, I will take the responsibility for it, '
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I am very thankful to Government for the way in which they have
accepted my Resolution, and L hope that they will succeed in getting the
Secretary of State for the Colonies to accede to our requests,

Trere HoNourasLe TaE PRESIDENT : The question is that the following
Resolution be adopted :

_“This Council recommends to the Governor General in Council to take immediately all
necessavy' steps to secure cffect being given to the poliey of equality of status for Indiang
in the Hast African Colonies and Protectorates in every respect as laid down in the Goyern-
ment of India Despatch on the subject.’

The Resolution was adopted.

RESOLUTION re UNIFORM SYSTEM OF WEIGHTS AND
MEASURES,

The Hoxounasre Di. GANGANATH JHA : Sir, T isc ,
et following' Resolution : ir, T rise to move the

¢ This Council recommends to the Governor General:in Council that the time }
arrived for securing by legislation . the use of a unifor cst £ woi 138 Now,
: throughout British India.’a orm system of weights and measures :

1 do not know, Sir, if,.in the face of Act XXXI of 1871, it is necessary to
have recourse to fr'urther legislation. T am advised that that Act contains all the
legislation that is necessary in the case, and that all that the Government of
'Indi*:z, .ha,s got to do, is to declare that the time has arrived for enforcing the
provisions of that {mt But, not being lawyer, Sir, I do not know ifhtha,t
view is correct. Therefore, I retain the words ¢ securing by legislation.’

Sir, this subject has got a history behind it. So early as 1870, a Bill
for regulai.;mg the weights and measures of British India was introduced into
the .Imperml Council by Colonel Strachey. Even then .a discussion on the
subject had gone on for over 30 years, and T shall not be wrong if I quote
here what Colonel Strachey said with regard to the difficulties prevailing in the
country at that time, He said ;

Throughout India the old standard of weight seems almost universally to have been the
current coin of the locality, and the multiplicity of coinage has been, and is still, accompanied
by an equal or even greater multiplicity of weights. Not only do the weights vary from
province to province, but from town totown, and even within the same town or rural Elistrit*t
Different weights are used in various trades in the sale of different commodities and in w}m]é:
sale and retail transactions,’

(At this stage the Honourable the President vacated the Chair, which
was occupied by the Honourable Sir Dinshaw Wacha.) » '

I shall not quote any extensive extracts but will add to what wassaid then
by Colonel Strachey that the condition of things now prevalent in India even
though now we have a single coinage is not better than what it was 50 ’yezu's
ago. In the same town of Benares we have got a number of seers ranging
from the standard seer of 80 rupees, to 85, 86 and even 87 rupees. In the
same province, in Gorakhpur, T understand, there is a seer-of 128 rupees. In
Bengal, the Calcutta bazar seer is 8( rupees, the Serampore seer is 80 rupees,
the Hughli seeris 82 rupees. Coming to the United Provinces again, the
Lucknoyw seer is 96 rupees and soalso in parts of Allahabad, “fn certain places
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in Bihar, especially in the villages, we have seers ranging from 48 rupees to 88
rupees, and 1n the villages I know thisis a constant source of ‘dispute and of fraud
committed by traders on the poor villagers who ‘do not understand’ the varlous
weiohts. The worst sinner perhaps in thisrespect isthe Bombay Presidency where
the;: have & scer of Rs. 28. If a man from North India were to go-to Bombay
and send his servant to the bazar to buy half a seer or quarter of a seer of
food, thinking of the North India seer, he would liave to go hungry. This has
happened in more than one case. That it is a source of ‘fraudulent  transac-
tions was admitted by Colonel Strachey so long ago as 1870, and a Bill was
passed on the 1st April 1870, regulating weights and measures ; but, this Bill,
for some reason or other which T have not been able to trace, for certain objec-
tions, it is stated in one of the proceedings; taken by the Secretary . of State
against certain details, did not receive the necessary assent, ; and then Colonel
Strachey brought in another Bill in an amended form, omitting the parts to
which objection had been taken, and this was finally passed on the 30th October
1871, and is now called the Indian Weights and Measures of Capacity Act.
But this enactment, I am told, is purely permissive and it has never been enfore-
ed. 1t was not enforced at the {ime because it was thought that it was prema-
ture to enforce it. 1t was then thought premature to make people turn from the
habits to which they had been accustomed for a long time ; but now I-do not
feel the slightest hesitationin saying that people have become accustomed
to the standard seer and that they would all welcome any action taken by the
Government in this connection. he only persons perhaps who may object to
it would be the dishonest petty traders who make capital out of this diversity.
Seeing that there is such diversity from province to provinee, it is possible that
there may be some difficulties in forcing the same standard on all the pro-
vinees ; though I do not apprehend any such difiiculties, because in all rail-
ways, in all Government transactions, 1 believe standard weights are always
laid stress upon and no difficulty is felt ; but if there be any insuperable difficul-
ties in laying down one system at the present time throughout the country,
I hope that time will not be lost and that steps will be taken to secure
uniformity at least from province to province. I have heen told by some
friends that this is a matter in which the Government need ‘not interfere and
that the matter will adjust itself. But I have the authority of our ancient law-
giver, Manu, in saying that the regulation of weights and measures is one of
the principal duties of the Government. It is declared by him among the
principal duties of the King that ““ all weights and measures should bebduly
fixed and that they should be re-examimed every six months ;” whereas it is
only after fifty years that I am requesting the Government to look into the
matter, - ‘

The Hoxovrapsre Mr. PHIROZE C. SETHNA : Sir, in a country as
12445 P vast as India, where there prevail so 'ma.ny. religions and where so
" many dozens of languages are spoken, it is nothing unusual to

expect that there should be quite a number of systems of weights and measures.
But while, Sir, it is almost impossible that the country should profess: one
religion and talk one language, I think it would be helping very greatly the
best interests of the country if legislation could beintroduced whereby a uniform
system of weights and measures could be adopted all over the country. Sir,
there has been a great increase of communications in India during the last fifty
years ; there h_as been the spread of commerce and industry and the different
systems of weights and measures does cause very serjous confusion and iucoy.-

¢
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venience. It is not that either the Central Government or the _Provmoizﬂ
Governments have been idle over the question ; the matter has received their
attention on different occasions. The latest was in 1912-13 when a Committee
was appointed which published a most elaborate report making certain recom-
mendations ; but even these recommendations have not been given effect to
throughout the country. i :

Now, Sir, this Committee was of opinion that, judging from the weight
of eyvidence before them, the country woul.d be prepared to accept a 111:1if01'm
system 'of weights and measures, provided there was l}ot too 1:&(110;11 a
a change, and the Committee observed that they considered uniformity,
subject to this proviso, to be both advisable and mnecessary. The Committee
were however divided in opinion whether they should recommend the metric
system or some system which ‘perhaps would suit the country better and
with which they were more familiar. One of the Members of the Committee,
Mr. Campbell, from Madras, was strongly in favour of the _metric system,
but the other two Members, namely, the Chairman, Mr. Silbred, and Mr,
Rustomji Faridoonji, were strongly in favour of a uniform system which was
more in conformity with what prevailed in the country. Their argument
was that in the first place the metric system in spite of repeated eﬁorts in
the House of Commons had not been introduced in the United Kingdom.
Further, that if the metric system were adopted here, the number of transac.
tions which we would have with countries which hzwg adopted the metric Sys-
tem would be comparatively very few ; in fact as against one such transaction,
they say that there will he ten fhousand transactions in this cowibry in which
such uniformity could not be of the least advantage and for which mere internal
uniformity would be sufficient. They, therefore, suggested that we should
adopt the seer which is used all over the country by the different railways,
a seer of 80 tolas and 40 seers to the maund, which 40 seers or one maund would
be equal to 82 9-7 Ibs.  Thig system of weights is adopted by every railway in
the country, and therefore the people, whilc“they use many other systems, are
certainly familiar with the railway system ; and if Government want to majke
a move towards uniformity they cannot do better than introduce thig system.
I say thig system is known all through India, though I must admit that in
Burma the railway weights are different and not as in this country,

L ralha Committee point ou that if persuasive methods are adopted by those
in authority they certainly would be able to effect a very rapid change in 3
ghort time, and the Committee particularly refer to the good work done in fhe
Bombay Presidency by one Collector in particular. My Honourable friend ‘the
Mover, referred to Bombay as being the greatest sinner in respect of the num-
ber of different standards of weights and measures that they have 7 quite
agree with him ; and yetin Fastern Khandesh, whers these many different
systems did prevail, the Collector, My, Simeorx, by his personal influence wag able

to introduce the railway st lusion of all otheps wwi I
success. - This is what {he %ofnnxiai?t)eet;?y'sef g 5 W, et

¢ Standard We'.lg}ltﬂ and measures ki -, B 28 :
T L ased on the rules in Mastern Khandesh should he
prescribed by Government for the s hels Pl'e(s)idency. From Mr. Simcox’s report - it \inll he

seen that in the course of ithree Years neo rn K handesh were gradgally © ’]
adopt throughout the district lmiformp“-el;};hg g&f t,?l,;;su]-es of capacit)-_r" S R

(At this stage the Honourah], Sir Dinshaw Wacha vacated the ir and
the Honourable the President resu(;necll1 i{?)llls 2 Bipithe Chaif b
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Prior to the appointment of the Committee of the Government' of India,
there was a loecal Committee appointed by the Government of Bombay presided
over by Mr. Orr, and there is reference in the Government of ' India’s  Report

to Mr. Orr’s Committee as follows :— Si

¢« Mr Orr's Committee found that his (Mr. Simcox’s) action was 80 highl_y_npprcciated by
the people of Eastern Khandesh, that Mr. Simeox _llall no difficulty in cnforqmg the tseof
his standard weights and measures to the exclusion of all others, by his own personal
inflience and without the aid of legislation.’ .

‘While, therefore, I acknowledge there is considerable difficulty in the
matter, yet if Government will persuade every Colh_—:ctor to try and reconcile
the people to a uniform system and give them a suflicient time to do it in, and
thereafter introduce legislation, T think a step will be taken in the direction
which will prove as time goes on of very great benefit to the commerce of this
country. - '

The Hoxourisrt Stz E. J. HOLBERTON : Sir, as has been pointed out
by several speakers, legislation has actually been passed on these
subjects in the past, but it has only been permissive legislation, and
it has not been brought into active operation. There is no question that the
Government intend carrying outany executive orders on the matter. I fancy
that, when the question has been considered, it has been generally the voices of
the big merchants in the big towns that have been heard ; but if legislation on
the subject of weights and measures is introduced, it will presumably become
necessary for everyone of the various Provinees of this E npire to use a similar
seale and any other scale or system which may have been in use in the past
will become positively illegal. 1 can speak with some authority with reference
to my own provinee, and I can tell you that the vast majority of people up-
country do mnot understand the English language and any system of weights
and measures which is introduced would, T think, be extraordinarily difficult to
apply in the case of uneducated people. If you wander about up there in the
jungles and villages, you will find that there are recognised systems imposed
and weighing is done by tokens of various sizes and various weights
all founded more or less on the weight of so many rupees. Tven, in Burma,
it is found quite impossible to check all these weights, and I fancy that
the people are perfectly satisfied with their present system. Another objec-
tion which seems to me must come forward with reference to my own
province, is that the standard of India, whatever its varying weights may
be, is the seer. A seer is unknown to us in Burma. We deal in »7sses or as the
Burmese call them pat/ethas. Surely, it would be unjust to found any system
of weights and measures for the whole of the Empire on a system hich has
been founded on the scer. TFar worse wouldit be at the “present stage of
edueation to found any system.on an linglish or Continental method as the
Metrie system. T do hope that this House will remember the reasons which
caused the Government of Tndia—as we sha.ll. hear explained presently-—to take
no action on the past, and to dash in and impose on the population which is
uneducated a uniform system of Wt‘-i,gr]lts and measures which would undoubtedly
entail great hardship, would be unwise, and would make them, throueh no
fault of their own, liable to criminal prosecution for usine weiohts not in
exact accordance with the rules laid down, = 2

The HoNovranrr Sarpar JOGENDRA SINGH: My, President, the
objection of my Honourable friend Siy Edgar Holberton to the
Resolution moved by the Honourable Dy, Ganganath Jha arises
from the fear that the people in the villages will not be able to understand

12-52 p.a.

12-56 P-M,
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standard weights and measures, and that in Burma the people use wisses or
pathethas ; while in our country the ¢ seer’’ predominates. He went on to
say that it was the voice only of the big merchants’ in the large towns which
was raised for a change and that the villagers were quite happy and contented
with the various weights and measures which they used.

I wish to say, Sir, from my own experience in various Provinces of India
that 1t is the villagers who really suffer under the present system because they
have varying weights—there is no uniformity and they never know the res 1
market price of their produce. You will find that the Banriz who buys the
villagers’ produce uses his own weights and which very often vary from village
to village. Tn any case the villager is unable to find out the real price of his
produce and what should he get for it. The Railway maund is the standard
in large markets, and even now the law requives that village weights and
measures ought to bear a fixed relation to the Railway maund. Only it is
impossible to check pieces of stone which the village merchant uses though
he is liable to be prosecuted for using wrong weights.

Therefore, Si[-,‘I strongly support the Resolution moved by my friend the
Honourable Dr. Ganganath Jha for the sake of the village people whose ignor-
ance 1s s0 often exploited by small traders.

There is no reason whv we should change the names with which we arc
familiar. The casiest way ‘would be to appréximaf;e the maund, and the seer,
the chattak and the tola to a metric system working up to a metric ton, but
retaining maund and seer, ete., as heretofore.  Such a scheme was advocated
by Mr. Padshah in the Sugar Committee’s report. F

Tn the interests of the ionorant villagers; such a system, if introduced,
would be of great benefit, and would enable them to know what the real rates
in the big markets were, and when they sell their produce they would know at
what rate they should sell their produce.

I therefore strongly support Dr. Ganganath Jha’s Resolution, and T think
the Government would be well advised if they pass some sort of legislation
regarding weights and measures. The argument that in India diifgrel.lt reli-
gions existand so varying weights and measures are not without their interest
cannot stand, because all over the world the tendency is to use metric
measures.

The Hoxouvranne Coroxer, Siw UMAR HAYAT KHAN : Sir, in regard
to my own Provinee the Punjab, I may say that the weight of one
seer 1s equal to the weight of 80 rupees and there are 40 seers to
a maund. I think it has been said by the Government and all the people
know that the difficulty arises where a Bania has two measures—one with
which to sell and the other for the purpose of buying..... ......

The HoNOURABLE the PRESIDENT : Those remarks hardly arise on the
Resolution.

The HoxovraBLE Covoxgr, S1p UMAR HAYAT KHAN . Yes, Sir, but
this sort of thing will o on, Deputy Commissioners have power to check it but
1t is not often checked. That is corruption which it 1s difficult to check, but
the power is there and it is vested in the Deputy Commissioner,

1P
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Mhese practices go on in the Punjab, but there is a bigger question which
is that these practices are prevalent all over India, and T should like to know
whether there is going to be a standard set of weights and measures, and
whether they are going to be uniform or not: And T think it is absolutely desir-
able that there should be one, and for that I strongly support the Resolution.

The- HonouvrasLE Me. V. G. KALE: Sir, there are two things which
i i have come out clearly from the discussion which has already
B cnie taken place on this Resolution. The first is,” the serious
inconvenience that is caused by the multiplicity of weights and measures that
weé have in this country and the consequent urgent necessity of having
amuniform standard of weights and measures, and secondly, the extreme difficulty
that will be encountered in inducing ignorant people, ignorant ryots and
others to accept the new standard of weights and measures that may be
adopted by legislation. T think the best course that will have to be
followed will be to reconcile these two. = There is no doubt about the facts of
the inconvenience that exists at the present moment on account of the
ptevalent system of multiplicity of weights and measures. But ab the same
time I have no doubt that there will be at the outset a lot of misunderstanding,
misrepresentation and also discontent among ignorant people, and there
will be an outery as there was an outery at one time in England. ‘ Give us
back our eleven days’; ¢ Give us back our old weights ; Give us our Seers and
Maunds, ’ that would be the ery which would be heard on all sides. Because
cople have long been accustomed to certain weights and measures, they
think that they should not be deprived of them. Therefore, a sort of educa-
tive propaganda will have to be carried on for some time, and if it is done by
officials and non-officials, and if the people are  convinced that they will
derive an advantage from the reform which is going to be introduced, then
and. then only, they will take kindly {to the innovation that will be intro:
duced. In the past troubles have arisen in a number of such cases, If a
new market place is erected for the sale of vegetables, people would not ¢o
there. In the city of Poona there have been troubles bordering on actl?al
riots in this connection. The Reay market was erected and people were being
induced to go from the old place which was a dirty place to the mnew tharkét,
They would not however go. They were at length prevailed upon to go to the
new place and now they soon found themselves very happy in the new place,
Similarly, new measures have been adopted with regard to the sale of milk
There was a lot of discontent in that connection also. But bit by e
oradually, the advantage of the reform has been brought home to the minds o
the people. If we proceed in this fashion, then, and then only, it will be posslibe
for us to introduce the change and l}y mere legislation nothing can he
offected.  There must be this educative propaganda. Even enlightened
merchants and others in Bombay have not adopted the standard time yet
when standard time has been adopted everywhere else,

(An ITonourable Member : It is a matter of self-respect.)

If it is a matter of self-respect with tl}e people of Bombay that they do not
adopt it, how can they expect poor 1)901’!9-, ignorant ryots and others to adopt
the standard weights and measures ? 1f the difficulty is there with enlightened
men, still more will be the difficulty _f““_f- with ignorant and superstitious
cople. Therefore we have to walk warily 10 adopting this reform, and must
first of all try to educate publio opimionin the market, '
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The Hoxourisre Sz MANECKJII DADABHOY : Sir, thgugh I
acknowledge that thereis a great deal of common sense 10 what
my Honourable friend Dr. Ganganath Jha has sald - this
morning i support of his Resolution, I think we are beset with de{icultles of
such an insuperable character that any general legislation which is contem-
plated by the Resolution would be whol_]y impracticable, _I ghare the apprehen-
sions which my friend the Honourable Mr. Kale has so pithily put before this
Council. In the first instance, if you wish to undertake legislation on the
subject and desire to adopt a measure of general application, educational
propaganda of a very wide character, as suggested by the Honourable Mr. Kale,
will be required. I am perfectly aware, and I agree with my Honourable
friend Sardar Jogendra Singh, that a great deal of fraud is being practised
under - the present system of weights and  measures.  But my fear is
that if you have one system throughout a big Continent like India, the
fraud will 'be on a much larger scale than what is being practised at
present, because all classes of people will be unaware of the new system and
will take time to understand the altered system of weights and ‘measures, and
there will be serious difficulty in actual practice. 1t is frue, as my learned
friend has pointed out; that the great law-giver, Manu, has said that it is
the duty of Government to legislate in the matter of weights and  measures,
The great law-giver enjoins on Government  the duty of revising weights and
measures every six months But my friend will perhaps agree that in the
time of Manu the volume of trade was not so great as 1t is now, ‘The
volume of trade and business which is now going on is of a vast character,
and I do not think that if Manu had lived 1n the present generation, he would
have put forward the doctrine which has been referred to by my Honourable
Friend. T, however, think that some sort of move must be made in this
connection. ' My Honowrable F riend, Mr, Sethna, has very rightly pointed out
the steps taken in Khandesh by the Collector to introduce in his own district
a uniform system which was 1 adily taken up by wvarious merchants and
suceessfully put into operation there, T# similar steps are taken in various
districts at first, and tha system gradually legalised and brought into operation,
it would be all well ang 3-50(1. T also think that if any legislation is to be
undertaken, the Provinces must arrange for their own legislation. It would
be easier in the provinees to settls weights and measures and standardize them
than to standardize for the whole of India. TIf g beginning' is first made in
the provinces by the introduction of provincial legislation, and if the altered
system of weights and measures is worked for a certain period of time
successfully, then legislation on a larger scale operating all over Indig may be
safely undertaken, Though T tully, therefore, sympathise with the object of
the Resolution, T fear thaf the time has not arrived for a general legislation

of this sort, and therefore, T shal] be regretfully compelled to vote against this
proposition,

1-5 pm.

The Hoxourapry Mg. H A. F. LINDSAY: Sir, the re-

TE i commendations ' of the Honourable - Mover are of
the widest interest and importance to India, in fact

to almost every l_museholder in this country. They, therefore, merit
the closest analysis before Honourable Members pass judgment upon
them. The analyses given gy far follow two main lines. 1n the first place,
there has been support to the proposal for legislation. In the second, there has
been an expression of opinion in favour of slower progress, With the general
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principle underlying the Honourable Member’s Resolution, I am sure the
House will cordially agree. . The inconyenience, the opportunities for dishonesty,
the ' general retardation of trade, caused by the incongruity of weights and
measures throughout the country, are well known to all. If only some system
could be devised by which all the anomalous weights at present in force could
be'standardized at a single blow, all would be well. But, Sir, can legislation
effect this result ? '

-This is the standpoint from which we have to criticise this motion. What
would be the result if legislation is imposed ? To be effective, Sir, it must be
precise. That is to say, it must operate from a precise date with precise pro-
visions and penalties. TFrom a certain date to be given all the existing anom-
alies are to be set aside, existing weights and measures are to be rendered illegal
and a certain Government standard is to he set up which may or may not be
known in each particular area to which it applies. ~We should have to have a
distribution of Government standard weights and measures.  Would that dis-
tribution be made at Government expense or at the expense of the indi-
vidual who is to use them ? That is one of the first questions that has
to be answered. 1f at Government expense, the amount of money
required wonld be considerable. Tf our existing weights and measures in all
their varieties are to be rendered at once illegal, surely the harm that will be
caused by that act will be considerable. The hardships to numerous traders,
petty shopkeepers, in fact almost every householder in India, if he found
that his existing weights had been condemned and that he would be liable to a
penalty “for using weights which he had been accustomed to for generations
past, would be very great.

- What then is the alternative ? T should like to remind the House of an
expression used by my Honourable friend, Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy during
yesterday’s debate on the Sugar Resolution, to the effect that we must
iwoceed slowly and cautiously, by orderly development and not by radical
change. That, Sir, must be our method in dealing with the present Resolu-
tion ; and, if so, what are the best lines on which to proceed ? The Weiohts
and Measures Committee examined three different systems. The ﬁrstbwa.s
what is known as the railway system, the seer of 80 tolas and the maund of
40 seers.  Thesecond was the British system, and the third the metric system.
They voted by a majority in favour of the railway system. T.ocal Govern-
ments have since heen consulted and have also voted almost unanimously in
‘favour of the railway system. ]3‘L11'1T1¢"J_St00(I out as Burma has its own system
and wishes to proceed on itsown lines. The basis of the railway sysfem i
the seerof 80 tolas, and the tola itself corresponds to the weight of the rupee.
Tt is therefore a system which is likely to be convenientto everybody to
whom it applies.  There is a simple check ready to all. T suggest, Sir, that
it should be left to Liocal Governments to take such measures as they them-
selves think convenient to introduce this standard weigcht.,  Honourable
Members who have spoken hefore me have made a suggestion. They pointed
out that much could be done by way of publicity worlk, by education in
schools and also by municipal action.

What I have said so far refers ouly t? weights. The question of measures
is more complicated. The dry and hq}ud measures apply chiefly to retail
transactions, and it is very doubtful whether it is worth the considerable
difficulty involved in trying to standardise them, The need for uniformity is

D
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not so great as in the case of weights. I would suggest, therefore, that
measures of capacity and area be omitted from consideration for the present..,

The HoNourasL: THE PRESIDENT : I do not follow the Honoﬁra,b]g
Member. Is he suggesting a modification of the Resolution ?
The HoNourasLt Mz. H. A. F. LINDSAY : T am just proposing it

The HoxourasrLe Tae PRESID
been handed in before in that case.

The Hoxovrasts Mr. H. A, F. LINDSAY : With your permission. Sir
1 shall now do so. , 511,

The HoxourasLe THE PRESIDENT : A copy of the Amendment should

be handed in to the Secretary. The Honourable Member may however rn
with his speech. 7 ¥ however proceed

ENT : The Amendment should have

The Hoxourasre Me. H, A. F. LLI
ment ?

The Hoxourasik THE PRESIDENT : It should be
table. Honourable Members may like to see.

The Hoxourasre Mzr. H. A. T". LINDSAY : To summarise what T
have already said, I think Honourable Members will agree that Buyma should
be left out of consideration for the present. Secondly, I think they will aope
that the examination of this question should be confined simply o Weight:

and that measures should be left out of consideration altogether for the present
and thirdly......,... : ?

The Hoxounrasre tae PRESIDENT: Order, order, T have received g
copy of what purports to be an Amendment, of which no notice has been oiven
to H onourable Members, and which is even now not in a form in which Ih can
put it to the Council, 1t is extremely undesirable that Government at any rate
should not follow the correct, procedure regarding the handing in and movin
of Amendments. In this case the Honourable Member should have handed
in his Amendment before he commenced his speech, or at any rate have been
prepared with a t

iy Iglz(i::nﬁten copy. I trust that this practice will not be follow-

procesd with his Spooch, cantime, I think the Honourable Member had better

NDSAY : May T put in the Ameng.

handed in at {4

The HoNOURABLE : : D :
three points which T Mo H, A, . D 400 ogise, (Bl Thp

: trust the Houge will accept are, firstly,” the exelusion
ﬁi]lls‘ﬁ:f’;ﬁfz(’ﬁdl‘f}; the exelusion of ?ﬁeasures from Consl'del'ati)én. I hope they
the ra,ilwa; se stoe ¢ third anq mogt important of all, namely, the adoption of
of that sygtgm 3 ? i Welghts, T haye already given the arguments in favour
e i Woulda']l;:( T trust it will commend ltSEIf' to the Houge, The proce-
favour of the adoe til:for the Government of India to express themselves in
have to place Cel'ta.i]p o OF the railway system of weights. They would also
it would be Jeft then {1 0d Weights probably it the Presidency-towns, and
ing to their individulwl0 Loe.al. Governments to introduce these standards accord-
e il th‘ conditiong, gnq to take such stepsas they choose to bring

5 7 € notice < e qege > >
variens Prog o otice of Municipalities and business-men throughont; the
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The HoNouraBLE Sarpar JOGENDRA SINGH : Sir, may I speak on
the points raised by the Honourable Mr. Lindsay ? i

The HoxouraBLE THE PRESIDENT : The Amendment is not yet before
the House.

The HoNouraBLE MR, LALUBHAT SAMALDAS : I have only to add
one word to what fell from the Honourable Member. He, I believe, suggests that
the railway weights should be accepted. May I beg to draw the attention of.
the Council to the fact that the Indian Cotton Committee considered this
question very carefully and came to the unanimous conclusion that that system
cannot be adopted and ought not to be adopted.

The HoxouraBLE tHE PRESIDENT : The objection to the procedure
which has been adopted is manifest. =~ We are now kept waiting whilst the
Amendment is being put into shape. There is no Amendment before the
Council, and therefore there can be no debate upon it now while apparently the
House has exhausted itself on the general question.

(After a wait of a few minutes)
The Hoxourasre rae PRESIDENT : The original question was that :

¢ This Council recommends to the Governor General in Couneil that the time has now
arrived for securing by legislation the use of a uniform system of weights and measures
throughout British India.’
Since that question was proposed an Amendment has been moved by the
Honourable Mr. Lindsay in the following terms :

¢ That for the words  the time has now arrived ” down to the end of the Resolution, the
following words be substituted * the Government of India should declare themselves in favour

of the ultimate adoption in India, excluding Burma, of a uniform system of weights based on
the scale now in use on the railways .’

That question is now open to debate by the House,

The HoNOURABLE Dr. GANGANATH JHA : Inorder to save time, I am
130 par,  Yeady to accept the Amendment proposed by the Honourable Mz,
" Lindsay, and agree to its being substituted in favour of m Re-
solution, because the railway system of weights isa system which would not be
suddenly sprung upon the ignorant people.  The railway seer and maund is
actually known among the ignorant people as the Pucea seer and the pueca
maund, that is to say, the real seer and the real maund, and if those seers
and maunds are introduced there would be nothing new sprung upon them.

The Honourasrs Mr, LALUBHAL SAMALDAS : T have not got the

1481 ot Amendment with me, but .[ wquld like the words * railway system”

_tobe dropped. 1 would beinclined to accept the words *a uniform

system- of weights.” 1 do not want the Council to be committed to one system.

Let them make a detailed inquiry and see which system would suit the country

best. It is, as you said, Sir, that this thing has been put rather abruptly to us

whether the railway system is to be_adopted and very few of us have had

the time to consider whether the railway system will work or not, 1 there-
fore suggest that these words be dropped.

- The HonourabLe rae PRESIDENT : To the Amendment proposed by
the Honouwrable Mr, Lindsay a further Amendment has been proposed by the
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[The President.]’

Honourable Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas, namely, that in the Amendment the

words ¢ based on the seale now in use on the railways *” should be omitted.
That Amendment is noy open to debate by the House. : '

The HoNoukssre Mg, PHIROZE C. SETHNA . Sir, I rise to speak

li3s P_-ﬁ_ against he Amendment of the Honourable My, TLalubhai

: Samaldas. The Honourable Member suggests that Goveinment
“should appoint a Committee to consider which system of weights should: be
adopted as a  uniform system. My Honourable fiiend forgets that a : Com-

mittee sat for more than a year. 1t has published a most elaborato report,
and, after going through the evidence of scores of witnesses and after
consulting all the Provincial Governments, they came to the conclusion that,
if any uniform system' were 4o be adopted, the best uniform system for
the country would be the railway system.

I think, therefore, Sir, that 1
Committee appointed, and I woul
of the Honourable My, Lindsay.

The HoxourssLe M. H. A. F, LINDSAY - Sir, T trust that this Amend-
1-85 ment will not be accepted by the House. The whole question
N R s b thoroughly threshed out. The original Weights and
Measures. Committee was appointed in 1913-14, and, as the Honourable
Mz, Sethna has pointed out, Local Governments have been very fully consulted
and have given very careful consideration to the question, ! t-hmk. that, in
these circumstances, the ado ption of the railway system of weights is almost
inevitable,

The Honourable My, Lalubhai Samaldas’ Amendment was rejected.
The HoNeuraBLE THE PRESIDENT : The debate can now proceed on
Amendment as proposed by the Honourable Mr. Lindsay.

The HoxouraBre Stn MAN ECKJI DADABHOY : Sir, Tsupport the
Honourable My, Linsday’s Amendment.. 1 think that Amend-
1-37 p.m. ment proceeds on the lines of least resistance. Iam not enamoured
‘by the proposed Amendment, but I think  that, if any sy;stem is to be
adopted, we shall fing by adopting the llonoumb.le Mer. Lindsay’s Amend_m‘enl;
that we will be able to attain our object, I think that the present  railway
system of weights is very well known to many people and that they will be
willing to adopt it in preference to any other system. d g ,
The HoNouraBre Sarpsr JOGENDRA SINGIH : Sir, [ do not ses
g that the Honourable Mr. Lindsay’s Amendment introduces
o anything new. The railway system  of weights, 's6 far ag it
goes, is already accepted, and the recommendation as proposed by him, if

accepted by this House now, would hardly make any change whatsoeve_r.
There is another point which I feel I must br.iug to the notice of this
House, namely, - that we are not faking into consideration whether it will
cause discontent or whether it will excitg attention. The question before the
House is, whether it is right anq just to have a fixed standard of weights and
measures in the country, and, if it is s0, we ought to have it in the right kind
of way. I should like the Honourabls Mzr, Lindsay, when™ he is re_plyi.ng, to
point out what progress has heen made since the recommendations of the
Commiittee were made. If no Progress has been made, that is merely another
way. to postpone action, Railway weights and  measures are obtaining

t would be a waste of time to have another
d therefore strongly support the Amendment

the
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all over the country already, but the question is, is it going to be enforced in
the villages ; is the trader going to be asked to use it 7 There isno question
of using any public funds in adopting new weights. What is needed is
legislative sanction, so that every one is compelled to use them. If this House
thinks ‘it is preferable to use inaccurate stone weights, it lies with this
House to reject the Resolution moved by the Honourable Dr. Ganganath
Jha, but if this House thinks it is necessary to have standard weights and
measures, it would beas well to express a decided opinion in favour of the
change.

The HoxourasLe THE PRESIDENT : The question is that in the Resolu-
tion as moved by Dr. Ganganath Jha, for the words * the time has now arrived *’
down to the end of the Resolution, the following +words be substituted :—
“The Government of India should declare themselves in favour of the ultimate
adoption in India, excluding Burma, of a uniform system of weights based on
the scale now in use on the railways.”

The Amendment was adopted.
The Hoxourasur tue PRESIDENT : The question now is that the
Resolution, which runs as follows :

¢ That this Council recommends to the Governor General in Couneil that the Govern-
ment of India should declare themsclves in favour of the ultimate adoption in India,
excluding Burms, of a uniform system of weights based on the scale now in nse on the
railw ays.’

be adopted.
The Resolution, as amended, was adopted. :
The Council then adjourned till Saturday, the 24th instant, at 11 O’clock.




