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© to-the Members. .

DEBATES OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
8th March 2000 B ST

J

The Housé' met at 4. RM:: of ‘the” Clock: in ‘the. Assemlbly
Chamber at Dispur with Smti Renupoma Rajkhowa Deputy ..

Speaker in the Chalr

_mm%w Good afternoon lwf@wfm%asﬂ@ﬁ?ﬂam

wRe ﬁwﬁﬁmwwwm cwﬁweﬁasem@m |
FR |

_ There is a message from the Hon'ble Speaker ‘I now read
out the message ' :

- “ I am. proceeding .to Chennai - (Madras) _today fof my
opthaltmc ireatment. The august House may be informed for

-granting leave of my: absence.”

I hope this has the approval of the House.

Hon'ble Members present, Hon'ble Governor is addressing -
the House today at 4-10 p.m. He is commg by the Rhino Gate

 of the Assernbly Premises at 4.05 PM. Myself the Hon'ble Chief
"‘Minister, ‘and the Secretary will-be going to recelve him at the
" Gate. The instructions as 0 how the Governot is to be recejved

in the House have been laid on each Member's ‘table; AS soon
as the Governor comes, I think, we should comply with these
instruction: In the meantime, the Address will -be distributed -

- With your permission, now I leave the House to  receive

" the Governor at - the Gate. -

o~

*'(Madam Deputy Speaker leaved the Houge to receive Hon’ble

- ‘Govertior alongwith the Chief Minister; Secretary Assam

Leglslanve Assembly )
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" (The.Hon'ble, Governor- arrived in- the. House accompanied by
Honble speaker, Honble Chief Minister and Secretary, Assam
Legislative Assembly and the National Anthem was played. After The

Hon’ble Governor occupled his alloted chair and everybody took thelr
respective seats. ) : . : o

DPeputy Speaker : Now, Hon'ble Govemo'r will address the House.

GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS L

Ay

Hon'ble Governor : Madam Deputy.. Speaker and Hon'ble Members
of the Legislative Assembly,

(Hon'ble Members belong to opposite’ parties via' Congress (D:
A.S.D.C,, PDF, U.M.F ‘and sorhe Independent Memebers raised

slogans and went to the well of the House and Pendamonium
contmued)

I ha,ve the anﬂege of addressmg this august house on-the
opening day of its first session of this millennium. On this occasion
I extend my greetings and good wishes to all the honourable
members and I do hope that this new mﬂlenmum would witness

the' state of Assam surgmg ahead in every dlrecuon of oconomlc
,development

' This is an occasion  to put on record the: apprec1at10n for the
contribution of the honourable members of this house during the
last more than fifty years. of the last century. Their contflbuu(’n
would remain a source of inspiration to all of us in our . march
towards peace and Prosperity in this new century. Incidentally the
beginning of this century. provided us an opportunity to place our
problems and difficulties before the Hon'ble prime Minister of. India
when he held the conference of the Governors and Chief MiniSters
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of North East Region in Shillong during January 2000. We placed
before him the finaricial, economic, infrastriictire .devel(')pment and
: 'socio-political issues which need immediate attention'-for the
progress of the State. We apprised-the Prime Minister about our
financial difficulties including need for debt relief, bridging of non-
plan, revenue .gap -and. assistance for flood. control ‘measures. We
, suggested several other measures.for speeding up the .development
activities in the state. Attention of. the Hon'ble. Prime Mlmster ‘was
ralso drawn towards the need of finalising the Gas Cracker Project,

.-amguri power Project,- Bogibeel Bridge Project and Information

- Technology Park Project. The issues Telating to-the Autonomous
. .Councils for Bodos, rehabilitation of surrendered militants and grant

~of scheduled tribe status for- Koch Rajbongshl community were

‘also presented during this conference, While the conference ended
with the declaration of an agenda for socio-economic-development
~of - North Eastern. States, ‘only. - few. of - opr. demands could be
.. accommodated in the said agenda. We hope that our other demands
would receive favourable and early response from .the Govt..of
CIndia.. . i X
"The problem of under 'development; ‘aspiration of the tnbal
‘ “‘eopl'e'of the state and the problems of ﬂoods have been engagmg
our constant attention.’ We have been concerned about the ever
increasing gap between the Average' National per’ capua income
~and the per caplta income in Assam. Till the yéar 1954-55 the
‘per capita income inl Assam Rs. 1262 was higher than the National
“average of Rs. 1220.5. After 54-55 the National Average' has
gradually - .overtaken the Assam per capital income. In’ the year
'95-96 while the National Average was Rs. 2608.2 at 1980-81
boristant"priCes, the Assam per capital income was merely Rs.
1606.00 at the constant prices. This trend has been of great worry
to us and we have been trying to provide maximuin possible
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-developrnental thrust particularly in: the tribal areas, and in the -
area of Bodoland Autonomous Council (BAC) and other Autonomous

.Countils for Rabhas; Misings and Tiwas so as to raise the per
capita income in Assam. Our efforts in this- direction could bring
lirhited fesults because of the financial constraints facing this State
for the last few years: The finances of the States-have been facing
‘acute imibalanice since long time and their Cumulative effect has
“effected our -performance. The- reason -for this problem has ‘been

_the huge outstanding :debt. which- stood at Rs. 6705.00 crores as

on 1.4.1999. On -oné hand the State has to service -debt and on
“the other -hand huge expenditure has to be-méef on fevenue account
including anti-insuréncy- operauons Until' 1988-89' the -deficit on
non plan revenue'-account of a‘special category Stateé was met
through additional central assistance - before’ 't'heJ detérmination' of
the plan size. But since. 1989-90 this practice-'was discontinues.
The plan outlay came to'be arrived-at by taking irito acGoum -net
of the all avaﬂable plan resources -after offsettmg the ncm-plan
-revenue deficit.;  Moreover after ' the recommendattons of ‘the
Rangarajan Committee the State Government is allowed to- dlvert
upto 20% -of the normal.central assistance for bridging any non-
plan revenue gap. This has severely affected the plan. expenditure.
~All these causes which have been persisting for.a long peri'odhé;'e
affected adyersely the, capacity of my. Government to give a push
to the development activities .as we would have ﬁ,ked.;. Despite
these problems, my Government has ;ried to meet-the ; demands
of the Government employees in respect of their salaries etc. and
simultaneously tried to:invest.substantial funds in the development
works. The offer of the Hon'ble Prime Minister to provide Rs,
30 crore per year for 3. year for BAC areas would help us in
achieving the desired targets in BAC areas. We hope that the Central
Govt. would extend its assistance in all other matters projected
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by us in:the very mear future so that similar targets for the rest
of the areas of the. state can also achieved. The political issues

- connected with the BAC are also receiving our serious attention

and we are determined to evolve:a consensus in thje regandz Very

v Soon‘ . ‘44

LAW ‘& ORDER SITUATION

State has witnessed violence andvubSersive acti\?ities of 't}arrous

'mrhtant groups, for the last more than a decade. In the last 3 years

alone more than 800 civilians lost their at the hands of the
extremists. My Government, soon after assummg the office in the

year 1996 took up the challenge of putting down the militant

activities withr a firm hand and created a Unified Command
Structure for j Jomt synergised action of Army CentralPara Mlhtary
Forces  and the State Pohce The Unified Command Structure
has achieved srgmﬁcant success and the mﬂttant actrvmes today
stand well contamed During 1999, 178 mrhtants were killed and
1490 were apprehended in the counter insurgency operation. Large
number of arms and ammumtrons have also been recovered and
seized. The mcrdence of v101ence has come: down srgmﬁcantly
The casualttes among the civilians ‘in the year 1999 were 177
whereas in the year 1997 and 1998 these were ‘274 and 386

‘respectively. However, the results of anu-msurency Operatrons in |

Assam have substantrally been affected because of the fact that
‘the 1nsurgents are still gettrng ‘shelter and Support from ' the
nerghbounng countnes of Bhutan Burma and Bangladesh This
august house aware that the Unified Command ddes not operate

“in our nerghbounng North Eastern States, which also affects ‘our

operatrons We urge ‘the Umon Government to take effectlve steps

'to ensure that support to 1nsurgents from ‘outside Assamn’ is

neutralised without any further delay My Government is concerned
about the killing and kidnappings by the militants. In some casés
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the identity of killer and kidnapper could not be ascertained and
this has given rise to confusion in public minds. In all such cases
investigations are being made to allay any misgivings. Today the
militants are on the run and in their desperation they have started
mindless attacks on the Ministers of the State and the members
of their family. On earlier occasion dastardly attacks have been
made on the life of Shri Hiranya Konwar and Shri Biraj Kumar
Sharma and Dr. Zoii Nath Sarma, all Minister of the State
Government. Family members of the Minister Health & FW Dr.
Kamala Kanta Kalita and Minister Agriculture Shri C.M. Patowari
were attacked causing death of one of them. The most unfortunate
incident signifying the heightening desperation occurred on 27th
February, 2000 when the Minister for Forest and PWD, Shri Nagen
Sarma was targeted and he lost his life along with four others.

Notwilhstanding such desperate acts of the militants the State
Government is determined and committed to root out the militancy
completely. This determination of the Government has been
appreciated by the people at large and the growing public sense
of outrage against militants is now on display in various parts
of the State. At some places the public outrage has resulted in
apprehension of the militants and in fact 10 militants have got
Killed in this process. The calls of the militants for the boycott
of the elections and functions of Independence day and Republic
day have gradually logt the scare which they used to have before.
The 72% voters turn oyt during the 1999 elections to the Parliament
is an outstanding example of the public defiance of the militants
dictate. The people of the State, in an exemplary display of
patriotism and solidarity, rejected and ridiculed the call of ULFA
during the Kargil conflict. My Government proposes to put on
record its gratefulness and appreciation for the support the people
have extended to its efforts for controlling militancy. The ideology

1
\},‘l’ -
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of the militants has been thoroughly exposed and rejected by all
right thinking people in the State. The fight against the militancy
will be carried forward by my Government with more. determination
and with support. of: the,cdmmon masses. Those who .are working
at the behest of antinational elements shall have to leave the field

-and it-is the people. of the State who would 'ultima;cly win the
final round of battle against insurgency:and anti-national activities.

While the ﬁght against insurgency will go on telentlessly, at
the same time the need for peaceful resolution of the problem .
and to accept back those militants who wish to return te the normal
life would continue to be a significant aspect of the policy- of
my Government. During 1998 and 1999, 927 militants -of different

‘outfits have surrendered and steps ‘are being taken to help’ them

in their rehabilitation. On many occasions offers for talks and
negotiations have been made and an offer was also made during
the last 10 days of the year 1999 for a free passage to those who
wanted to meet their ‘relatives and friends in -the State. My
Government desires peaceful resolution of-all issues and would
welcome talks and negotiations for the purpose at any time and

any place. The only condition ‘for such talks would be that these

talks should be within the framework of the Constitution and that
the integrity of the country is not negotiable.

Media and the press as an important pillar of democracy, needs
to play a positive role and my Government has been requesting
all concerned in the press and media to refram from giving publicity
to the banned orgamsathnS and their | announcements etc. We are
hopeful that the press and the media will respond positively to

our appeal in the interest of peace and stability in the region.

IMPLEMENTATION OF ASSAM ACCORD :

My Government have spent considerable time and energy in
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containing the deteriorating law and orders situation and militancy
in the State ever since it came to power in 1996 but it has not
lost sight of it commitment to implémem the Assam Accord and -
for the all'round de\'r'elopmen't"of .the State. -Promotion of culture,
linguistic identity and heritage of the indigenous people of Assam
has r’ec_eivgd Qu’r atténtion _all'through this peri'od and more stress
will be laid in this direction in the days ahead. Steps have been
taken_to_ensure that Gas Cracker Project takes off within this year
itself and it is believed that all gontentious issues causing delay
in this case would be sorted out by April this year. Two sub-
committees have been constituted as envisaged under clause 6 &
7 of the Assam Accord to examine and monitor the -development
activities conceived under the. Assam Accord. Rules have. been
framed t0 provide jobs to the members of the families of martyrs
and disabled of Assam Movement. The issue of illegal migration
from across the border is a high priority in the agenda of my
‘Government and wonld receive more focussed attention in the days
:‘nh;;‘;(l)\:y Govemmefnt is fully committed to check the illegal
NOtWiths@nzniﬁ detection and deportation of illegal migrants.
some °fgamsaﬁg the_confusion and mis-information createfi by
0 the genuine (Ims.abou't Fhe possible harassment and inconvemer.lce
citizen is incom:;dl-an ClUZf%ns, .it would be ensured that no Indian
the infiltratio], -~0fn;§ﬂi>'ed“m this process. As a measure to check
roads have beeq . oreigners 138 Kms of fence and 103 Kms of
late my Go‘;&nmeittlst_t!lpteq on the ;ndo-Bapgaladest.lv bordfar. Of
from across the bo d."“asévgot‘ gmgle evidence to contam‘the‘mﬂux
as a whole. M'y,-co‘fe?f in the interest of the state ax?d country
spreads its net idl;thergmem would ensure that no outs1dfa agency
i tate to the detriment of national integrity.
AGRICULTURE L '

The economy of the State is essentié]iy 'égricultural. 89% of
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the »population: lives in rural- areas and approximately 69%--of the
population :is engaged. in agriculture: and allied sectors.-In view
of this, my Government has.beeh. extremely- concerned about the
growth of agnculture and nnprovement of the economic condrtrons
.of the farmers I take thrs opportumty to announce w1th pleasure
that srgmﬁcant achrevements have been made 1n ttus drrectron by
my Govemment m the past few years Today the State is porsed
10 ach1eve self sufﬁcrency in the rrce productton and substanual
increase in the productton of other food grains. By the end 9th
plan the food grams productron in the State is expected to reach
431 laks tonnes wrth a surplus of about 3 1akh tonnes An amblttous
programme for ushermg in green revolutron by prov1dmg 1rngat10n
through. Shallow Tube We]ls for rabi crops has been launched by

- my Government Samndha Knshak YOJana (SKY) as the programme

had been named has recelved hrghly encouragmg response from
}the farmers of the State Thu'ty thousand Shallow Tube Wells have
a]ready been mstalled under tlus programme and 70 OOO more are

going_to be mstalled wrthm a very short trme bnngmg 2 lakh
'hectares of land under 1mgatron

*
Ll A

- The World ‘Bank -assisted ARIASP. programme which algp has
-a component of STW, is being implemented successfully and with
encouraging results. Under.this programme 17250 STWs have been
installed till last,year and. 15,000 STWs are . ‘being installed in the
current year.: :In the: -coming. year 11,250:STWs. would be, msta]]ed

“My ‘Géverniment is committed to assisi: ‘the farmers to swrtch
over from mono-cropping to double croppmg and tripple cropping
by pr0v1d1ng assured irrigation. This will not only help increase

p productron of food grains, but also generate additional émpIoYmént
in the rural -areas. A target of providing irrigation te-at least 10
‘lakh hectares by exploiting ground water potential has been adopted.
In selected areas it is-intended 1o introduce 'sprinkler -irrigation
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‘system. Tt is also intended to undeftake thrust 'programmes ' for
‘¢xpanding the -areas under mustard and pulses, makmg the - State

,self-Suﬁicmu in':thesé -‘commodities. -~ 7t S

The SldfL programme would bé a mrlestone in" our’ ‘march
towards the prosperlty dunng tlus mrllenmum The assured
mgauon would not only enable the farmers for gomg and crop
d1vers1ﬁcatron but also encomage them 10 stuft to'Boro and early
Ahu crops whrch promrses hrgher yrelds ThlS trend would increase
the paddy producuon to 40 lakh ‘MT durmg the current year as

"agamst the 34 lakh MT durmg 1998-99 Installatlon of 1.00 lakh
‘Shallow 'I‘ube We‘ms would generate mcome worth Rs. 400.00 crores

for,the rural framers. The State Government has decrded to provrde
for mechamsatron in agnculture by undertakmg a pl‘O_]eCt for supply '
of 10 000 power trllers and 2500 tractors to the farmers ThlS

......

areas where 1rngat10n facrhtres for Rab1 crops exists and arms at,
mcreasmg the croppmg mtensrty Th1s SCheme is likly to take

,,,,,

~pr0dﬂct8‘ gmger black pepperand turmeric is receiving our serious
attentrdn .Assaim - Agnculture Univetsity ‘has made laudeble: work
in the ‘research -and -generition -of technology 'which would be used
for the bedefit of the farmers, The Central’Rice Research’ Institute
at Hajo has developed b nieiv. highyielding variety of rice suitable
-to local: ‘conditions,; AlL- these . developments promise a begmmng
of new, bﬂght era for (he  rural, Assam.

T

[ :

IRRIGAT[ON C

‘Work on ten major and] medmm mgauon pro;ects and 1372
minor irrigation schemes are continuing.- When completed, this will
lead to increased crop' production:and- the coverage under irrigated
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agriculture. Under ARIASP Programme, rehabilitation of 15 DIFW's.
and 8 RPS were taken up at an estrmated cost of Rs. 410 lakhs.
The [programme is atmed at stabrhshmg 3675 hectaree of irrigated
are,as A target of 36732 hectares, has been fixed for coverage
under AIBP {GA) Because of the persrstent efforts of the

bhnd dam of Dhansm Irrlgatron Pro_1ect fw the re-drversron of

river, Bhatravr to its orgmal course have been resolved wrth the
cooperatton of the present Arunachal Pradesh Govemment. This

will facrhtate early completton of the prOJect

t h

-ANIMAL HUSBANDRY. & VETERINARY .

My Govemment has made concerted efforts to 1mprove the

' ‘hvestock quahty for increasing productiofi* of .milk and milk

products Under ' World Batik Project (ARIASP) Rs. 600 lakhs has

been proposed for the deve10pment of Cattle Prgs Goats Ducks,
and for - disease preventton ‘and cont:rol fodder and’ forage |
" development. - For 1999-2000, Rs. 300 lakhs has- been provided

for implementation of these schemes 311 A. I.'Centres covering
11 districts have been feyitalised 1,52 620, doses of frozen semen
of exotic dairy breeds have been utrhsed and 40, 878 calves were
‘bori'till December 1999 vwith arfificial i insemination’ This { programme
has beneﬁted 36 000 snrall fanrnersmclu 2 'SC and ST beneﬁcrarresr

Under Datry Development Programme rm.lk fmm the rutsal?
areas 1s bemg collected at remunerat;lve prrces and’ drsmnmnmmm of
lean wholesale mrlk is berng done to urban consumers througl‘m
Town Milk Supply Scheme in 5,district towns Under Milk Village
Scheme downtrodden populauon is bemg covered throughout the
State Intergrated Darry Development PI‘Q]eCt ‘with 100% central

a331stance has brought under 1ts coverage 10 dlstncts The pro;ect
:‘ cost under thts scheme 1s Rs 12 6 crores.

Y
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Attamment of self-sufﬁc1enCy in fish productmn and te' socio-
economrc uphftment .of the ﬁshmg commumty has been the pohcy

a of ‘my Government There has been an 1ncreasrng tr’end in' fish
/. productron in the state As compared to 152 jakh MT fish
productron in 1993 94, in 1999 2000 the fish productron is expected

to go ‘up to L. 60 lakh MT However the cuitent demand of fish
1n the State is as hrgh as . 64 lakh MT.* To bndge the gap between

" demand “and supply varrous programmes have been taken up

including modern management techmques and trammg in ‘special
thrust areas ufiderithe ARIASP project. Out of the budgeted outlay

~of Rs 1100 lakhs, Rs. 700, lakhs is earmarked for. utrhsatron under

.ARIASP. Under  the Farmers Pond and Communjty Task ‘Schemes -

......

407 hectares 7of water . ara 1s bemg developed Another 2476
. hectares of beel and open water ﬁshenes have-been proposed for
" . development under ARIASP. The ‘scheme of Special Demonstration

Projects with coverage of 107 hectares, of pond, areg is under

_ implementation.. . - oo

_ 'PANCHAYAT & RURAL DEVELO‘PMENT

)] ) \

' ’l“o nnprove the ec,ononuc 10! Of the mral poor, vanous Rural

| Development Programmgs have been launched by my Govemment

'employment All the ‘se

High pnomy has been accorded. to the creatron of garnful
”"If-employment programmes under rural

' development ‘sector have fow beeh brought under ‘oné urhbrella

under Swarnajayantr Swarozgar Yojinafrof 1999 2000. Fot' this

purpose central allocatron of Ks. 2971 57 lakhs and ‘State’ Share

of Rs 990. 25 Iakhs have ‘been provrded To enable the rural poor

for availing “bank loan 1266 self 'help groups ‘have been formed

il December, 1999 Under Jawahar Gram §amndhr YOJana which

aims at creation of rural mfrastructure and' generatron of gainful
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employment, a provision of Rs. 7098.69 lakhs has been earmarked
., to achieve physical target of. 144 36 lakhs mandays. Up to the
iend of December 1999, 84, 46 lakhs mandays have been general:ch
“Under Indrra Awas YOJana, constructron target of 80 010 houses
" and up. gradatlon of 41 755 houses have been ﬁxed for ‘the current
year and substanual progress has been made under th1s programme
mtroduced to cover rural house holds whrch are not mcluded
under Indrra Awas YOJana Under tlus scheme 13619 houses w111
,be constructed w1th the prov1sron of Rs 1367. 68 lakhs. Under EAS
C 117, 55 lakhs mandays is to be created with a ‘total allocatron of
. Rs. 7836.96 lakhs mcludmg State share of Rs. 1959. 24 lakhs 196.77
lakhs mandays have already been created up to the month of
December 1999, '

" ... Implementation of these rural development programmcs will
g icontmue durmg 2000 2001 The State Instltute of Rural Development
.':.,lhas been playmg a srgmﬁcant role m 1mpart1ng vanous tralmng
programmes to the farmers and in research works ‘The Rural
- development Department has also proposed to take up one
Intergrated . Eri and Muga Sﬂk Developrnent Scheme under
innovative SISY programme A computensed desrgn centre is also
propsed to be set up at Sualkuchi. To “promote the : :€CONOMmic

» development of Village commumty, the Watershed Development
y '._‘Programme m draught prone and non- forest wasteland areas will
. be nnplemented In the ﬁrst mstance two Drstrrcts of Nagaon and
MHarlakandr wrll be taken up

- My Government has taken- necessary steps for, holdmg l:he
Panchayat Electionsin September/October, 2000. The State Election
Commisioner ,has. already started processing “of Aﬁnalisation and

" updating Panchayat-Electroral Rolls.- along with the list of POﬂmg
stations. ; b e : - : s
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" COOPERATION : ' =~ = boen i o

An amount of RS. 623 49 lakhs has been uuhsed durmg 1999-
.2000 for the development of Cooperatlve mstltutlons in the State.
The Nagaon Cooperatrve Sugar Mill produced 30 000 qumtals of
sugar till February thrs year wh1ch has beneﬁted about 5000
”sugarcane cultrvatrors The m111 1s expected to achreve productlon
target of 75000 quts durmg the current year “Three other
cooperatrve sector orgamsattons, namely, the Assam Cooperatrve
,“Jute MlllS Ltd, Assam Polyester Cooperatlve Ltd. and the West

rAssam M11k Umon Ltd. have recorded good performance ‘Under
" the Intergrated Cooperatlve Development Pro;ect (ICDP), ‘one
. pl'O_]eCt has been taken up m each of the dlstncts of Cachar and

........

for their strengthemng

' Housefed has started 1mplementatron of %' milfion” housmg
j scheme w1th fmancral a331stance from HUDCO The Housefed ‘has
‘ already provrded loans to 1500 fam1]1es belongrng to economrcally

_weaker séctions and the lower 1ncome groups and is expected to
~ achieve target of 3000° umts 1n the current year. For 2000-2001

lthe Housefed target coverage wrll be 7500 farnlhes o

'r;n(xu D S

SOIL. CONSERVATION AR

An amount of Rs 262 lakhs has been allocated for the year
. 1999 2000 for development of agncultural land through adoptlon
of 'soil conervatron practices, “for conservatton of soﬂ water and
o gererate employment opportunmes Soil conservation schemes‘
such as river training; -afforestation, ‘Gully Control; and Land
- Developmént have been. taken up'fcoveringf 4633 ..hectares’ of
Agricultural land, 1113 hectares ‘of forest. land and 6:52 hectares
~of char land during. 1999-2000. 30.60:.lakhs .mandays: will be
generated during the current yerar through the schemes.
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FLOOD. CONTROL. . R

- ‘The ultimate solution to the chronic: ﬂood problem in the. State
woiild ‘depend on the construction of the multipurpose -dam-projects
as per expert opinion.. After'prolonged :persuasion’ by the iState
Government, -thé' Central Government_has agreed' to take up the
execution of the Pagladia Dam Project within the. 9* Plan. The
actual execution is yet to start for.want of: PIB clearance :from
Government of: India.. On completion of this project 'vast areas
Pro;ect located in Mampur wh1ch was concerved to mmgate the
flood problems of Barak.Valley, could not make . much headway
because of strong .Teservations. of the Government of Mampur on
the grounds of forest and environment protectron and drsplacement
iof human habitations. As long term measures and various short
term ;measures for flood managemet require substantral resources,
‘which ar¢ not. available = with the- State. Government the Umon
Govemment is provrdmg ass1stance 1o the State Government in
the form of 100% Central ,loan assrstance . My Government is
persistently pressmg the Union Government to recogmse the flood
problem of Assam as the National problem of serious: :mMagnitude
‘haying both inter-state and international ramification.and 1o convert
the..Central . loan Aassistance t, a grant, On request from my
Government the North Eastern Councrl has.also funded three Flood
Control schemes havmg interstate character About 60 numbers
of breaches and cuts which occurred dunng floods of 1998 and
1999 were plugged y1e1d1ng £00d results in respect of agncultural
Pproduction in- the State

»FOREST

l.. .

''''''

fragile and protected areas in the State' which have been identified
as hot sopt of bio-diversity. Besides managément of 20;272 sq,
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km of forest area, the Government has embarked on an’ effort t0
rehabilitate the * degraded forest -and .affected. protected -:areas
Towards: this end;the Forests' Department fulfilled its.commitment

w i raising ard maintaining 277 5q:km-of plantatigns ;anq,'preparing
> 2.8 sq. km: area for raising plantation' during 1999. Under social

- Forestry 24sq. km: area was created’ and-to motivate people 25
lakhs ‘seedlings were distributed. : : - :

> In keepmg ‘with the spmt ‘of 'the Natibnal' Forést ‘Policy,
Pamcrpatory Management Concept has beer mcorporated and Joint
Foredtry Management (JFM) Resdlutlon has’ been addpted: In the
filed ofr&’rotected Area Network (PAN) the éxterision of Kazuanga
National Park has been achieved and: Drbru-Salkhbwa wild- life
Sanctuary has been’ ‘elevated to''the 'status’ of Naticinal Patk.- The
Statée ‘has almost achieved the ‘stafiiary 10% area under Protected
Area Network as envisaged by the Central Government. Thie Forest
Department has' aéhleved 8,25 "1akh§ mandays in employment.
generatmn durmg 1999: Thé Departmient has also achleved 100%
target under 20 pomt Programme durmg the year S

R S 2 A AL R PO AR Al

INDUSTRIES (g - .'}(“‘, IArIE s it coada

The pace mdustrlalls‘atlon of the Staté’is expected to unprove
cons1derab1y followmg ahniouncement by the Governnient ‘Gf Indll‘1
of a llberal 1ncent1Ve pnﬁcy for thé North' East. ‘The’ mcentheS
mcudes tota] emst and “income 'tax” ’{ﬁawer for ten” years capltal
1nvestment Su'bsrdy, HWestment subdldy of working' capltal ete.'A
number of $teps' have ‘beeri’ taken ' for - ~creéation “of adequate
infrastucture. An Export Promotion Industrial Port (EPIP) Has been
set up at Amingaon, Guwahati. The Central Institute of Plastic
Engineering and. Technology. (CIPET) ‘has started functioing at
Guwahati with thirty students. Construction of a -permanent
building for the institute, at a cost of Rs. 10.37 crore is in progress.
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The Central Tool Room ' and Training Ceéntre is soon’ going to be

set'up at‘Guwahati at a project cost of Rs. 13.02 crores. The Centre
‘will meéet”the demand for skilled machine operators and in the

production of small tools. A software Technology Park has been

set up at Guwahati at, a project cost of Rs..6 crore which is expected

to become:functional by March, 2000. The Information Technology
(IT).policy announced by-the State Government recently, provides

.a'number of incentives to. IT proessionals -to take-up. It related

activities. The, construction of Assam Pavilion at. Pragati Maidan,

‘New. Delhi has,beenfcompleted,'and,_\the State participated: in' the

India International Trade Fair (IITF), 1999.. The. State.Aid to
Industry:Act, 1955 has - been amended to raise .the loan limlt‘ to
Rs. 25,000 from existing Rs. 5, ;000/- .for physically -handicapped
artisans. Till September, 1999, 1953 loans have been sancuoned
by banks under the Prime Ministér's ﬁOJgar YOJana (PMRY)

S . o . P 1-;}
-~
,,,,, . ; H L

Assam has the hlghest concentrauon of . handloom weavers
w,1th 14 lakh,dooms.. ‘But majority of the looms.are household
-oriented. and non—Cmmercml My, Government ‘has.been making
Sustained; .endeavour to .upgrade, and commercmhse the looms

through programmes like Project Package Scheme. The. package

provides for advanced training to weavers, modern looms, work
sheds.and designer's. services. 345 Project Package schemes are
under different stage of implementation. 3607 1mproved looms
have been dlStI'lbllted along with 1253 accessones 13, 358
weavers have béen glven‘ training” and” work sheds‘”have been
prov1ded to 11,046 weavers, During the current’ year another 1600
‘work sheds would be prov1ded to the weavers. On-the welfare
side, Health' Package Scheme iscontinuing and 7500 weavers
have already been covered under Group Insurance Scheme. To
give ‘boost 'to the marketmg of “handloom  products outside
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ARTFED, AGMC, Khadi Board have been -Organising Market
Meets-'an‘d,:.Ex}positions. State Marketing agencies have participated
in. Hemtextil Fair in Frankfurt, Germany and Buyers and Sellers
meet in' Japan. , e

\
;
{
)
p
p
!

" Assam has unbroken- ftadition of ' producing - exclusive:: Silk
vatieties of Muga'and Eri, Nearly 1.96 lakhs families'mostly SC/
‘ST are associated with this traditional agro-based ‘cottage industry.
The State Government has taken initiative to. develop Muga and
Eri: with UNDP assistarice' of Rs. 11  crores for target beneficiaries
of 3144 families. An" Integrated Muga Project is also- under
implementation with 4’ project cost of Rs. 336 lakhs. Adequate
emphasis has béen also given: to augment Muga Food Plan under
Catalync Development Programme

HEAL’I}H AND FAM]LY WELFARE

My Government is making sincere endeavour to extend basic
health facilities to all people including those living in riral ‘and
inaccessible 'areas. 65 ambulatices have been allotted to the districts
to improve the referrel system and 65 jeeps to improve the mobility
of the medical' and para-medical staff in rural areas. Two boat
clinics have been set up to provide medical care in the char: areas.
Diognostic facilites in the hospitals have been imptoved with the
installation of 4($X¥Ray machines and 13 Ultra Sound ‘Machines,
CT Scan Machine in GMC & AMC have been mstalled arrd one
CT "Scan would be provrded for SMC Sﬂchar RN

Procedure for adrmssron to Under-graduate and POSt Graduate
medical courses has been streamhned Enactment of the Proh1b1t10n
of Smoking and non—smokers Health Protechon Act 1999

“constitutes a land- mark (in health sector leglslauon The Assam
Health Establishment Act has been suitably amended to Jimprove
the condition. of Nursing Homes. Hospital Managment qumrttees
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~ have been constltuted for C1v11 Hosprtals, wh10h would lead to
1mprovement in the facﬂmes at the hospltals and help redress pubhc

gnevances ..
. s . , N . B )

PUBLIC WORKS ST e e

. " burmg 1999-2000, constructlon of 8 brldges and 13. 20 Km
of road length have been completed and another 33 bndges will
be completed wrthm March 2000 These works were taken up
with fund from NABARD and ARIASP Construetlon of another
82 brrdges will be taken up w1th NABARD assrstance Wrth

T allocat10ns made from the State Plan construction of one RCC

Br1dge metalhng and black-toppmg of 45 Kms of road-length

and unprovement “of 40 Kms of exrstlng road length are bemg

taken up Wrth the completlon of these works road connectwrty

“t0"400 v1llages w111 be achreved Under the Indo-Bangladesh

Border Roads Programme construcuon of 24.50° Kms of toad

length, 550.40 RM of bridges and 9.92 Kms of fence are being

taken up |

~Substant1al nnprovement of Natlonal I-hghway No 31, 37, 52
B and 38 have been done since-.1996 and improvement works in
Sutarkand1 road whrch is very. unportant for border trade has been
declared as National Highway and .the work of its improvement
-would start soon. , .

- Work- .on construction of a Fly Over at Ganeshgure with loan
‘assistance from ‘HUDCO has already been started. The widening
works of G.S. Road, GNB Road, AT Road, in Guwahati, which
-are “in - progress will ease vehicular trafﬁc congestton
PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERING o

VS S SO R S T

Prov1sron of safe drinking water has been recogmsed as one
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of the basic minimum needs. As per National Pohcy the State
,Government is comm1tted to prov1de safe drlnkmg water in all
the vrllages within the next five years. So far 41 268 habltatlons
out of 70,669 have been fully or partially covered under safe
drinking water scheme. Qut of the remaining; 3,870 habitations
will be covered durmg the next year. 3000 non-covered hab1tat10ns
and 1000 partly covered habrtatrons have been taken up dunng
'1999 2000 for full coverage through nnplementatron of drfferent
water supply schemes A prov1smn of Rs 10,485 lakhs has been
made in theu budget for 1999 2000 to ach1eve the target,: For
promotmg beneﬁcranes part101pat10n 1n the Operatlon and
Mamtenance (O&M) of exrstmg water supPly 1nsta11auons three
dlStI‘lCtS have been selected as p1lot districts. Hurnan Resource
VDevelopment Cell m the PHE departrnent 1s engaged m' ﬁﬁparung
‘trammg at grass~root level operanon and mamtenance of ex1st1ng

schemes by 1nvolvmg beneﬁc1anes themselves o )
: AN e

EDUCATION - %' tee 5. oiei -

My Government has given emphasis on consolidation and
qualitative improvement ‘of ’h1gher education. With World “Bank
assistance, steps have been taken to- 1rnprove the infrastructrual
facilities in the Polytectinics by- upgrading’ burldmg and laboratories
and' modernisation of librariés. Teachers of ‘technical instititiofs
have been given training ori coursés like content updating, curticlum
development, computer applications etc. AICTE scale of pay have
been allowed to the teachers of ~Engineering - Colleges and
Polytechnicsi and the College Teachers have been allowed- UGC
scale of pay. Dr. S..K. Bhuyan Studies Centre has been epened
which will provide study facilities for research scholars. Proposals
for setting up a Technical ‘Teachers Trammg Institute in the State
and Girl's Hostel in Delhj for the students of NE reglon have
been taken up with Government of India. ~
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Along with the improvement of higher education it has been

the endeavour of my Government to spread adult ediication, and
-improve. the quality of education at the elementary and secondai'y
“levels. Introduction of class A-in all LP and Jr. Basic Schools
s expected to'help increase enrolment of children in' the: age group
I ‘of 4-5-year. Introduction of English in class I ard IV in all
e " LP Schools and Jr. Basic Schools will stem ‘the mishréom: growth
- of private and costly English medium Schools. In the sphere of
r “adult education, a major .objective has beeri- to remove illiteracy
"and to provide continuous education to the’ neo-literates. Total
3 -literacy campaign (TLC) taken up in the districts will cover all
/é{\ ‘ persons in the age group of ' 14-15 years." Government -has
normalised 401 posts of Hindi teachers and another 437 posts of
vocauonal employees w1ll be brought under Non-Plan '

:SOCIAL WELFARE

: © Various' welfare & ‘rehabilitation schemes - are being
! “ 1mplemented by 'my Governmerit for' phys1¢a11y handicapped,
g : orphan desutute children, women and under-pnvlleged classes

of the socieéty. An amount 0f Rs:'89:21 crores has been allocated

4 under the plan for this séctor for 1999-2000. A Braille Press
. - ’i$ going ‘to be set up to’ meet " the requirement of book. and

journals for the blind‘ students. The- Vocational training on
0 various crafts to be imparted by four VTRC would cover 400

womeri. The Integrated Cfnild Development P'rojécts 'now cover
107 development blocks in the State, where feeding programme
(SNP) and the World Food Programme isunder’ implementation.
It will be the endeavour of my Government that all the
o programmie relating 'to women and ‘girls are ‘implemeénted
effectively and that this section of the society can be.empowered
to. play a pesitive role in .the development of the  State. . .

e -



22 "GOVERNOR’S ‘ADDRESS 8th March, -

. : o
ey nd oty

FOOD AND CIVIL SUPPLIES

g 0 e ’ [ . .
My Government is. takmg vigorous, steps for ensuring avallablhty

of food-grains and food items .in the. State. Actions.are underway
-to revamp the PDS: network to serve the.18,.81, 555 FI Card
holders belonging to below .poverty, line families in a better way
and for ensuring transparency in the system. The:issue of opemng
. trade in-food grains and other esential commodities with neighbouring
_countries, like Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar and, China has been
taken up with Government of India. District, administration, in the
. State is -taking adequate steps to. prevent hoarding. andblack
marketing , of ‘essential c,omm;odities.‘_ T S ST

: ¢! ':'J; SRR VIEIDE B s U gt o
BORDER AREAs ' LR ,

A U G e
The boundanes of Assam w1th nelghbourmg States are well
defined. However, disputes have arisen due to claims ‘made - by
other States . over the land and forests which .are. within the
_sonstitutional boundary: of Assam. Various Commissions appointed
by the Government, of India have,gone into the border disputes
like the Sundaram .Commission, -Shastri Commission on Assam-
Nagaland Boundary ~and Chandrachud Commission on- Assam-
‘Meghalaya Boundary. The claims made by the disputing States
were rejected by the- appointed Commissions. To. resolve  the
boundary disputes various meetings were. held at different levels
yet incidents of encroachment..and other trans-border, crimes, have
continued particularly on the Assam-Nagaland Border. Finding on
other alternative my. Government has,taken sieps to revive: suits
in the Supreme Court which had been filed during 1988-89 in

respect .of Assam-Nagaland and Assam Arunachal Border. '

"My Government has taken' up miany schemes for rural roads,
school buildings weiter supply, BOP: construction, etc. in the border
areas. At the instance of my Government Border Areas Development
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Programme under Special Central Assistance, earlier conﬁned to
Dhubri, Kanmganj and Silchar sectors has been extended to cover
,Indo»Bhutan border from 1999 2000 For the current year Rs 720
lakhs have been prov1ded for the development of mternatronal
border areas and Rs 250 lakhs for mter state border areas )

‘'WELFARE OF SC/ST-AND' BACKWARD CLASSES

'My Government has gn/en priority measures needed: for the
welfare of Scheduled Castes; Scheduléd Tribés and Other Backward
Classes 1nc1ud1n° Tea and Ex-Tea Garden Tribes’AHocations under
the Tribal Sub-Plan and the Special - ‘Compdétient plan for the
Schediiled Castes have been made in proportion to their population.
‘Under the Family Oriented Income 'Generating - Schemes, 5739
Scheduled Tribes families and 6594.SC families have been assisted
till December, 1999. One Girl's Hostel and : one Boy's Hostel for
ST students is being constructed at Guwahati. Five more Vocational
Training Institutes for Tribals would be established dunng 1999-
2000, whrch ‘will raise the number of suchl institutes to 15 Under
the Natronal Scheme of Lrberauon and Rehablhtatron of scavengers
and their dependents 1980 scavengers have been grven training
for . rehabrhtatron in alternatrve self—employed JObS and 1590
scavengers have ) far been rehablhtated Steps are bemg taken
to hold. electrons to the Bodoland Autonomous Council ‘and to
.amend the Act relatmg to Rabha—Hasong Autonomous Councrl
Mising Autonomous Councrl and Tiwa Autonomous Councrl in
the hght of demands of drfferent ethmc groups As’ soon as the
,matters relatmg to bounary etc. are ﬁnahsed for these Autonornous
,Councrls the State Government would take steps for speedy
‘development of these areas The Government is also pursurng the
matter relatmg to the 1nclus1on of Koch Rajbongshls Tea-Garden
etc. commumtres in the list of Scheduled Tribes for the State of
Assam, with the Government of Indra

N ' .
T IN ;
b .
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mFARE OF MJNORITIES
. My Government is commrtted to nmprovmg the soc1-econom1<,_ 2
condmons of people hvmg in the char areas and to the welfare ‘
of the mmonues An amount of Rs. 50 lakhs ‘has been allocated
for the year 19992000, ‘for agriculture, veterinary and dairy,
drinking water, ‘Cottage. industry and education in char areas. 262
qntls of jute.seeds and 47. quintals. of Ahu seeds have been
distributed among 26,000 farmmg families. Five m1d-w1fe trmmng
courses .and_2(:.computer, training programmes. were conducted
under the self .employment programme for. unemployed youths
. The Assam Minorities Development Board is organising training
programmes for 505-yeuths in trades like TV Radio repairing,
shallow :tube well repairing: cutting and tailoring and embroidery
etc..An amount of Rs.'1.27 crores has been earmarked for giving
loans to 175 persons; SR A ' -

TOURISM ‘

’ Tounsm today developed as one of the faster growrng industries
in the World w1th an annual growth rate of 11%. Assam is endowed
with umque and vast potennal for Eco and thdhfe-Tounsm To
exploit its potentlal ‘my Govemment has taken several steps to

evelop the mfrastructure such as Tourist Lodges Way31de
amemtles, Prcmc Spots beautrﬁcation of River front in Guwahati,
Natlonal Park and Sanctuary development infrastructural
development of Kamakhya etc. Bir Lachit Park at Jalukban and
D1ghal1pukhur1 complex have developed To attract more tOUl‘lSts
tounsm related festrvals .are being held annually, such as. Tea-
Tounsm Beach Festlval B1hu Fesnval River Tourism étc. Proposals
for settmg up.a Craft Vrllage in Guwahatl ‘Sound and Light Show
at Snmanta §mkardeva Kalakshetra and construction of Yatrinivas
at Khaspur and development of Golf Course at Digboi are under
cons1derat10n of Government.
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CULTUAL AFFAIRS

My ‘Government is committed to preserve protect and promote
the ‘rich cultural heritage of the State. Srimanta Sankardeva
Kalakhetra has become a vibrant cultual institution, which is
providing a fourm to various ethnic. groups for exposition of their
cultural heritage for wider public appreciation. A museum, named

- ' Purbajoti' has also been set up in the Kalakhetra. In a plot

of land measuring 53 bighas adjacent to the Kalakhetra it is
proposed to set up multipurpose modern convention’ facility. It is
going to be named Srimanta Sankardeva International Convention
Centre. Government of India have already recommended Rs. 20
crores for this project from the Non-Lapsable central pool of
resourses -- allocation for the current year bemg Rs. 5.00 crore.
Hon'ble ane M1mster of India, Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee laid
the foundation for this project on 9‘h July, 1999. A Shilpa Gram
(Craft Village) is gomg to be set up by NEC at Panjaban Guwahati
with participation of all the NorthEastern States The State
Government has already made ava;llable a plot of land measurmg

‘20 blghas adjacent to Ka]akhetra for this’ purpose

To mark the celebration of the Golden Jubxlee of Indlan Repubic,

"a National Festival of Dance and Music was organised at the
~Kalakhetra from 26" February to 2** March, 2000 by the Sangeet

Natak Academy New Delhi' in association with the department of

Cultual Affairs and Tourism of the State Governmert and the
*Srimanta Sankardeva Kalakhetra Society. Many artists of nat_mnal

and “international eminerice part101pated in the event.
‘ The Cultural Centre at Machkhowa, Guwahati which is being

.estabhshed by Assam Branch of Indian Tea Association with SUpport

from Government of Assam, which provided the 1and for the Centre,

‘is nearing compleuon Completion of this Complex would remove

a long felt need of mfra-structual facﬂmes for cultural acuvmes
of high standard. ) '
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Work on the modernisation of the Jyoti Chitraban (Film Studio)
is nearing completion. Government awarded scholarships to thirteen
students pursuing courses in Fine Arts, Music and Film Technology
etc. outside the State. Government has recently amended the Film

. policy 1999 and Rules to extend greater support and patronage

to regional. films and to raise the amount of pension to artists
and their families.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING
AND GUWAHATI DEVELOPMENT

- During 1999- 2000, under the Intergrated Development of Small

and Medium Town Schemes, programmes have béen taken up in

the towns of Dhubri, Golaghat, Karimgainj and Sibsagar. An amount

| of Rs. 3.12 crore has been allocated for up-gradation of ‘physical

mfrastructures in the uraban Environmental Improvement of Urban
Slum Programme Fund has been released to Guwahati Mumc1pa1
Corporanon towards implementation of the Augmentation of

' Kamakhya Water Supply Scheme. Fund has been released as grants-

in-aid to the four Autonomous Councils, namely, Bodo Autonomous
Council, Rabha-Hasong—AutonomOus Council for urban development

' programmes

Guwahan bemg the gateway of North East, in has been g1ven

~ a focused attention. With the loan assistance of Rs. 95 80 crore,
it is proposed to implement dramage schemes for Guwahan city

to relieve water logging. Already ten dramage schemes are in

~ operation to reduce water logging in several areas of the city.

Work on the construchon of the Fly over at Ganeshgun Chariali
has started. Steps have been taken for constructlon of the fly
Over at Ulubari and the work on Athgaon railway over bridge
has already started. For construction of Ganeshguri Municipal
Market an amount of Rs. 8.00 lakhs have been released to the




- 20000 . GOVERNOR'’S ADDRESS 27

‘Gauhati Municipal Corporation. .
Constriction of a multistory Secretariat Building has been taken
up and casting of ‘57 piles has been completed. Work which was
suspended following a Court order , is expected to'be résumed
shortly. ARTER : v LT

' MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION |
~Under the Swarna. Jayanti Sahan Ro_]gar YOJana (SJSRY)

wage employment to uraban yaiuﬁs These are bemg 1mplemented
_through the Drstnct Urban Development Agencies (DUDA) Self-
employment programme wrll cover 1, 505 beneﬁcranes who will
'be given bank loan, subsrdy to set up micro- enterpnses 2515
persons will be given training for acqurnng skills in various trades
Besides, 2,13,000 mandays of wage employment will be generated
"*during 1999-2000. Programmes such as garbage clearance, market
construction, provisions of public ‘toilets, street lighting, low-cost
sanitation have been implemented during 1999—2,()00,,.covering 24
uraban local bodies. - = , ‘ o
“An amount ‘of 'Rs. 13.50 crore has beem allocated for water
supply schemes in uraben areas during 1999:2000. Two such
. schemes, eompleted, providing benefit to 55 ;000 persons. Four on-
going schemes are expected to be compeeted within 1999-2000:

TRAN SPORT

Followmg renewal of the Protocol on Inland Water Transport

- and. Trade between India and Bangladesh it is expected that export
of marketable goods to destinations in Bangaladesh from KanmganJ
and Pandu by the river route will consrderably increase as these
two places have been included among the Ports of Call. An Inter-
State Bus Terminus is being constructed at Betkuchi at an estimated



28

GOVERNOR'’S ADDRESS 8th March,

cost of Rs. 5 crores. Collection of MV Tax has gone up. During
April to November, 1999 an amount of Rs. 46.59 crores was
collected as against Rs. 39 crores during the corresponding period
of the previous year. '

The Gauhati Airport has already been declared as an
International Airport. The terminal infrastructure is being upgraded
to make it full functional . This is being pursued with the
Government of India for expedmous completion of this project.

The Sullwell road which had bu11t to connect Ledo with
Kunmmg in Chma durmg the second World War, has fallen in
to disuse. It is felt that its reopening would improve trade and
communication between North East India and South East Asia.

The Governtncrtt of India has been moved for this purpose.

. A new Inter-state Bus, Terminal is being taken up at Silchar

~ to relieve congestion and provide better amenities to the passengers.

This will be funded by NEC.

The decision of the railways for construction of a new railway
line from Moinaguri to Jogighopa is well come. However, the on
going works of gauge conversion between Lumding and Silchar
needs to be speeded up.

A fifth bridge over the Brahmaputra is being contemplated to
relieve traffic on the existing bridge at Guwahati and provide better
connectivity to North Guwahati.

The state Government has taken up a major plan for restoration
of the financial health of the Assam State Transport Corporation
Wthh has been seriously affected due to ﬁnancml problems for
the last few years. The plan envisages proposals to correct the
adverse staff bus ratio, find alternative sources of income, optimal

(utilisation of existing fleet and its maintenance.
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“SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT .

‘A number of schemes are bemg unplemented in Science and
" Technology Sector such as remote- sensing, environment and non-
conventional energy. Assam Science Technology and Environment
Council has taken up number of projects and: programmes which
include establishment of a Radio Astronomy Centre at Cotton
College, Rural Technology Centre in Assam Engmeersmg College,
establishment of Blo-Resource Centre at Madan Kamadev' Temple
in Kamrup district. The" energy division of thé Council has
electrified 17 vﬂlages with Solar Domestic Lighting Units. An
" Energy Park has been set up for demonstration of Non-conventional
/ Renewable device and equipments. The Institute of Advanced
AStndy in Science and Technology has been carrying out research
activities in Plasma Physis. Life, Science, Resource Management
and Mathmatical Science. The Insutute has ‘started construction
-of its own building for Wthh the Depa.rtment of Science and
: ‘Technology, Government of India has sanctioned Rs. 9.55 crores
for Upgradanon of IASST. The Centre of Plasma Phusies which
earlier 'under the Education Department has been transferred to
Science Tehnology and Environment Department. The Centre is

carrying out research pI‘OJeCtS with fmancxal ass1stance from the
" State Government o -

‘HILL AREAS :

- The State Govemment is fully aware about the need to ‘accelerate
the pace of development in the Hill Areas and the respons1b1hty
for the execution of development programmes have been entrusted
to the Autonomous Districs Councils of Karbi Anglong -and N.
C. Hills. Agricultre and allied activities have been accorde highest
priority. An amount of Rs. 93.61 crores has been provided from
the State Plan and 51.15 crores under Special Central Assistance ,

U
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during 1999-2000 Almost 75 ‘percent of the plan allocations
amounting to Rs. 102.36 crores has already been released to the
two Autonomous Councils during 1999-2000. Out of. this amount

Rs. 49. 45 crores have been earmarked for schemes under Basm

Minimum Service which. mclude sectors hke Education, Water

‘Supply, Housing Health and Social Welfare. Improvement.of the
_two District Hospitals have been given prority. Bed strength of

Diphu Civil Hospital- has already been raised and construction of
a 100 Bedded Sub-Divisional Hospital at Maibong is in progress.

~ My Government has also recommended to the Planning Commission

for funding of Roads schemes in N.C. Hills, construction of Primary

~ Health Centres in Karbi Anglong . and N. C. Hills districts and

for setting up of Diphu complex of Assam University under the
Non-lapsable pool .of Central rgsour,ces ‘

" POWER, MINES AND MINERALS

An. amount of Rs 107 45 crores has . been allocated for the

power sector for the year 1999-2000. Power avallablhty as on

November, 1999 stood at 1975 million units. In the distribution
sector, 2795 circuit kil'om‘eters of high tensibn line and 1.06 circuit
kilometers of law tension line have been completed. Transfofrﬁation
capacity has been increased by 20 MVA. ASEB received Rs. 31.21
croces from Power Finance Corporation for carrying out renovation
and modernisation of existing generating Stations. Balance works

- of Karbi-Langpi Hydro Electric Project will be completed, for

which PFC has sanctiones another loan of Rs.. 125 crores.,

In the field of geology and mining a number of field
investigations have been carried out for white clay, coal and lime-
stone deposits in Karbi- Anglong district. Exploratory drilling has

" been - carried out in greater Guwahati area for ground water
estimation - and drainage analysis.. "
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LABOUR AND EMPLOYMNT : .

* Industrial relations, by and large, have been’ peaceful in the
State. 117 industrial disputes have been settled through conciliation
during 1999-2000. A new ESI Dispensary has been started at Sichar
Proposals for computerisation of Guwahati Employment Exchange

and establishment of four new ITI in the Staté have beei submitted
to Government of India. 111 new factories were registered under
the Factories Act, 1948 during 1999-2000.

The Live Register of the unemployed persons of the State shows
16,35,454 number of persons registered as on 31.12.99.
SPORTS AND YOUTH WELFARE

- During 1999-2000 an amount of Rs. 585 lakhs has. been
earmarked for sports and' youth welfare activities. The fund will
be utilised to construct an Indoor Hall at SIbsagar, part-completion

+of eight Mini Stadia including two New Stadia at Pragjyotishpur
~and Jorhat and for holding tournaments at district and Pragjyotishpur
-and Jorhat and and.for holding tournaments. at district and State
level. During the current year Assam girls: Badmintion Team under
14 years won Gold Meal and under 19 years won Bronze Medal
at the National School Games. Boys under 19 from this State won
Silver Medal in- Football and’ the Cricket Team under 16. won the
Silver Meal in the National youth Eastern Sports Festival at Tinsukia,
Assam Team was adjudged champion with 46 Gold Mefals, 36 Silvers
Meals and 28 Bronze Meals and established new -records;in 4x 100
‘Metres Men's Relay Race and 400 Metres Race for Men. In the
'NatiAonal School Gamgs held at Ihiruvananmapmam, a girl athelete
under 19 years took the Gold Medal in long jip: My Government
will qontinu_e; ir,r,nplementation, of schemes for the deVelmeenf of

sports and games and youth welfare activities, |
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Assam Cricket Association has been allotted a plot- of land
measuring 98. bighas at Hengrabari, Guwahati for construction of
a Cricket Stadium and another plot of land measuring about 59
bighas at Barsapara, Guwahati has been allotted for seiting up
a SOS Football Academy sponsored by FIFA Youth Fund. Work
on both these projects is expected to meet the long felt need of
sports. .

ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS AND TRAINING

During 1999-2000, the Assam Administrative Staff College
conducted 48 Training courses for 976 participants. Six national
level training programmes were also conducted with participants
drawn from different States of India. The college is conducting
a Training Needs Analysis for officials in three Departments under
UNDP Project on capacity Building in Civil Services. The Training
Cell of the College in examinations for the IAS and All India
Services. 56 candidates have been provided coaching. The Secretariat
Training School which has been providing training to the staff
of Assam Secretariat, will now extend this facility to cover staff
of DCs and SDO's establishment.

REVENUE '

During 1999-2000 ten districts with a population of 2.6-lakhs
were affected by floods. My Government has so far sanctione Rs.
67.14 croses for various relief measures including Rs. 4.09 crores
for gratuitous relief,

With the enhancement in the rates of land revenue for ordinary
and special cultivation lands revenue earning have gone up
cons1derably Emphams has been laid on the conversion of annual
pattas into peI‘IOdIC ones and rev151on of premlum rates for
settlement and conversion. '
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Unemployed youth are being allotted available Government land
f for . tea cultivation and other Rrgdpgﬁve acti'yiﬁes: Revenue
‘administration is being stremgthened and steps have been taken
(0 computerise Iand records ﬁngifﬁﬁplémgpp cenirally sponsored:
" schemes of upgradation of fand fecords dnd siréngthening of

revenue administration.

‘ o e . . 3
' ! 5 T . . . T

'RELIEF AND REHABILFTATION :
During 1999-2000, an allocation of Rs. 40 crore has been made
'to meet expenditure on relief measures; Relief measures. were taken
} for the victims -of ethnic¢ violence in.the districts of Kokrajhar,
f .Dhubri & Bongaiaon. In addition, financial assistance, rehabilitation
Fe

grants.and .ex-gratia grants were, given to the victims of extremist
vielence and:group clashes. So far Rs. 1.13;crore has been given
as_Rehabilitation Grant, Rs. 66 crore. as. gx-gratia- grant-and Rs.
:15.16 crores as GR to: victims of ectremist violence. ,

PENSION AND PUBLIC GRIEVANCES : ., .= |

Sevéral steps have been iiitiated to stireamline the administrative
| arrangements of prompt disposal of pension and other-fetiremen
X benefits. The Assam “Service (Pension) Reles, 1969 haye been
¥ amended to provide for fixing responsibility and taking discilinary
acieion ‘a_gainst Government servant responsible for delay in payment
of pension etc. On the recommendation of the Assambly Committe
on Petition, a Committee has been constituted to review the disposal
of pension cases of teaching and non-teaching staff, i Decemober,
1999, 23050 pension cases-were disposed of agairis 32,079 pension
case recorded. - Public’ ‘grievances "are ¢ ‘being " monitoored and
redressed by the Duputy Commissioner and Sub-Divisional Officers
and by the Secretaries and Heads of Dépaf'tlhéntsv-,‘f R
Lo e . R A

. o . s . e, et H ;
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EXCISE ':
Total prohibition of Narcoucs is in force throughout the State.

To create awareness about drug abuse and alcoholism, the State

Anti- Drugs and Proh1b1t10n Council has been re- activated. Efforts :

have been made to increase theExcise revenue and during 1998-
99 the revenue earnings have been Rs. 100.41 crores againsy Rs.
77 O7 crores of 1997-98. Insthe current year, upto January, 2000

the collections have been RS. 9193 croes.

Honble’ Members, 1’ Have placed before you e major
achisvements, policies and Programmes of my Government. My :‘
Government will make all efforts to implemnt the policies and
programmes that have been outlined and would endeavour to secure
a0 rould development of the State and economic and social justice
to the people. Restoration of peace is a pre-requisite for conducive
investment climate and development. My Government would
continue to acore\d highest priority for the measures to bring peace
in the State and while doing so, it would continue relentlessly
L0 push the development activities with a view t ensure prosperity
of the State and economic well being of its people. I hope your
deliberations in the House will help achieve this objective.

Joi Aai Asom.

Joi Hind.

REPORT OF THE BUSINESS
ADVOESORY COMMITEE

v Madam Deputy Speaker :

Item No 2: Report of Business Advisory Committee. Under Rule
230 of the Rules of Procedurc and Conduct of Bisiness in Assam
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Legislative Assembly; a*meeting .of the:Business’Advisory Committee
was convened in the residential office of the Hon'ble Speaker:at Dispur
on 24th February, 2000.for finalisation 'of the Calender for the Current
Budget Session of the Assembly.

I 3.’“"‘;

The Commrtte after. threadbare dlscusswn deelded that the current
session of the Assembly ‘should contmue till 8th Apnl 2000. There
will be 16 worhng days 'Out 'of thé'16’ workmg days 1‘4 d?ajf's would
be devoted for transactlon of Gover‘nmént Busmess ‘and'2 days ‘would
be devoted for' transactlon of pnvate Members Busmess “The: Calé‘nder
for the current sess1on of the' Assembly has beefi circulated ‘z amonost

all the Hon'blé Members of the’ House I hope, this has the approval

of ‘the'House.. * = .~ AR TR SR T S T

(Hon'ble Members approved the report by thumpmg on the table)
TS A SN T S PR R N R ARSI i e S s
MOTION OF THANKS “ON' 'FHE A

i "GOVERNOR'S: ADDRESS

Madam Deputy Speaker : Now Item No. 3 I have recerved
"a Moﬁon of ‘thanks" oh” the Govemor’s Address ‘fron JHon'ble
Member Shn Atul ’Bora Now I requesP’Hon ble Member Shr1

Jl H fl:, ‘7 Ve e
Atual Bora to move ‘the ‘métiofl e Lo,
IR TR % :.Yu . t“ o1 ! . g

.Shn Debananda Konwar : Madam 1 have a pomt of order 1 v:zant
to raise the point of order and I want that a rul1ng is given by
the chair. Before the motion of thanks on the Govemors Address
is taken up because as far as I know there ‘was no Governor Address

. '(’41.”. ' Q flr eve .
in this House. po I et

T 1nterrupt10ns from the Hon'Ble Members’ the Ttésasary
Benches as well as Oposition Benches.) . 1

Madam, there was no Address of the Governor under; Article
176 (1) of the Constitution. At'}best we can say that it was a

el




36  MOTIONOFTHANKSONTHE GOVERNORSADDRESS ~ 8th March, .
written address ifrom the Governor. So, I want a ruling from -
the .Chair.’: - - v

‘ ' G4 eibiiesiannneens (mterruptlons) ........ veveennnes A

/Madam Deputy Speaker :. ‘ .
, ..,.......'..'.....(mterrupﬁons from the Hon'ble Members)
Debates, on the motlon of thanks on the Governors address
would be taken up on 9th March and 10th March 2000.

~ Amendments, of Mouon of thanks w111 be received by the
Assembly secretariat- upto 10-00 a.m. on 09/3/2000

- The Business Adivisory’ Committee in its meeting held on 24th
February/Groups held on 6th March, 2000 have decided that the
Asembly Secretariat will make a list of rational allocation of
time amongst the various Legislature. partles/Groups andindependent
Members for participating in the Debate on the Motion of Thanks
on the Governor's Address. I now announce the rational alocation

‘of time as allocated.

The total time that will be made avallable for the debate on
the MOtlQn of Thtanks on the Governor's Address will be

- »\,5!” A

aPprox1mately 360 minutes and each md1v1dua1 Member will get §f
. 2pproximately two and half minutes. Time allocation for each s
Legislature , party/parues/Groups and Independent ‘Members is'as
follows Do . , S
D ASOm Gana Panshad . 203 mmutes L
(including the reply of the Ch1ef Mmlster) . |
-2) Indian Nauona1, Congress..... ,90,, mmutes .
3) ASDC............,.7:‘...1.-.:.;......- ........ 13 minutes \;
4 BIP i . 10 minutes

5) CPI oo . 8 minutes
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6) CPI (M) ........... eeeeesiesentapane 5 minutes .
T) PDF iiiiiiieniieneeniieeens Ceeinens ~ 18. minutes
8) UMFE. «oommveeeereeeeseenmesessonns .5 minutes

'9) Independents ciereseereiniiesaeseenes 8 ‘minutes
I hope tlus has the approval of the House

(e

(The Hon'ble Members approved by thumping on the table)

SR PANEL OF CHAIRMEN

Now Item No 4, ..

Under Rule 9 (1) of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in Assam Legrslatxve Assembly, the followmglMembers have

been nominated to constitute the panel of Chamnen for the current
Budget Sessmn of the Assembly, 2000

. 1) Shri. Pnthv1 Majhi

) B _Shn Holiram Terang -

| 3) ’ Shri Blmolangshu Roy
4) .Shn Dlhp Kumar Salkla.

" LAYING OF REPORTS

Madam Deputy Speaker .: Now: Item No:. 5, Hon'ble Minister, -
- Parliamentary Affairs to lay the report of the Comptroller and
Auditor General of India (Revenue Receipt) for the year 1998-

99 relating. to the Government of Assam.

Shri Hitendra Nath .Goswami (Minister)': Madam I bag to Iay the
Report of the Comptro]ler and Auditor General of India (Revenue

Receipt)for the” year 1998-99 relauon to the Government of
Assam. -
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MOTION FOR ELECTION OF MEMBERS -

Hon'ble Deputy Speaker : Now. Item No. 6. Hon'ble Minister
Parliamentary Affairs to move. ;

Shri Hitendra Nath: Goswami, (Minister) : Madam, in Pursuance
of Rale 242 of the Rules of Procgc_}pre and Conduct of Business
in Assam Legislative Assembly, this Assembly do elect 2 (two)
members in accordance with 'the principle of proprtional
representation by means of the single transferable vote to fill
up the existing vacancites of the Committee on Public Accounts
to function with immediate effect till expiry of the term of the
present Committee. T K :

Madam Deputy Speaker : The Secretary will notify the date, time
and place for holding the eiection, if necessary.
Now Item No.7. Hon'ble Minister Agriculture to move.

 Shri Chandra Mohan Patowary, (Minister) : Madam, I beg to move
that one Tepresentative to be elected 'by the Legislative Ass_e_fnbly
from amongst its Members to become a member of the Board
of Management of Assam Agricultural Unive’rsit)'/;," Jorhat as per

lsgggion 10 (2) (9) pf the Assam Agricultural University Act,

The vacancy occurreq consequent upon the appointment.of Shri Prabin -
- Har . .
HW& MLA"as one of the Ministers to the.. Council of
Mlmsters, Assam. o R N
\/ Madam Dep“ty~ Speaker :- The Secretary, ALA ‘will notify the date,
ume and ‘Place for holding the election, if: necessary. ‘-

.. OBITUARY REFERENCES
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. ADJOURNMENT

The House then stood adjourned at 5.05 PM. till 4.00
PM. tomorrow the 9th March, 2000.

Dispur : D. Talukdar,

The 8th March 2000 Secretary,
Assam Legistative Assambly
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