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Proceedings of the Seventh Session of the Assam Legis-
lative Assembly assembled after the first
General Election under the Sovereign
Democratic Republican

Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at
1-30 p.M. on Friday, the 18th March, 1955.

PRESENT

Shri Kuladhar Chaliha, B, L., Speaker, in the Chair,
the nine Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers, the two Parlia-
mentary Secretaries and sixty-nine Members. ’

——— e ———

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

('To which oral answers were given)

Expenditure for the recent trip of Shri Mohendra Mohan
Chaudhury to China and Japan

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA asked:

*19. Will the Minister-in-charge of Cottage Industries be
Pleased to state—

(a) What amount of money had to be spent from the
State Exchequer for the recent trip to China
and Japan by Shri Mohendra Mohan Chau-
dhury, the then Minister-in-charge of the
Cottage Industries Department and his party ?

t6) Whether the gentleman who acted as the Personal
Secretary of the Minister, Shri Mohendra
Mohan Chaudhury, is a salaried Officer of the
Government and still in the employment of the
Government ?

(¢) What is the reason of non-selection of a permanent
employee of the Cottage Industries Department
as the Personal Secretary or a companion of the
Minister concerned in his said trip ?
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister) replied:

19. (¢)—Rupees 24,011-14-0 (Rupees twenty-four thous
N annas fourte nly).
sand eleven and annas fourteen only) L :
(6)—The person who acted was not a pei manent Slala
ried Officer, but temporary Officer who is no longer in employ=
ment of the Government.

(¢)—To suit his own convenience. the -\1""5';‘-"'1“';5 _.
allowed to sclect his own Private Secrctary and accordingly he
selected a non-official.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHAR’{'YA: With lll'e-
gard to (a), Sir—Has it been decided by (;m-'crnn.]cut_ t ::_
all the other Ministers also will be given the opportunity

taking overseas tours prior to their retirement from Ministerial
guddy ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister): That depends 5
on circumstances, £

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: With re-

gard to (), Sir—Is the particular gentleman who acted as
the Personal S

: ccrctary of the Minister trained in Cottage
Industries ? :

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister): No.

Anyhow, the Minister was given the option to select

4 man accordj
{
\

. . is gentleman did
_ g to his convenience and this gentleman dl§
Mot draw his allowarice. |

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : With re
gard to (¢), Sir—w

as the Minister also requested .bY th;,

overnment to select g man from within the Department &

- Shri RUPNATH B
dy stated, Sir, that tp

RAHMA (Minister) : I have alreas
select his own Private S

¢ Minister was given the option ct.:
eCretary according to his convenience. -

hri RANENDR A MOHAN DAS: Sir, in view of the
fact that both the per

Rl S0ns are . not in the employ of the
Government, is it not a loss to

the public exchequer ?
RAHMA (Minister) : 1 do notcon:

Shri RUPNATH B
sider so, Sir,
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Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : Sir, I
want to clarify the position. The Minister who visited
that country contacted various expertsin connection with the
development of our cottage industries, etc. He has submitted
areport and we are taking action on the basis of his report.
The report also proposed that some experts from that coun-
try should be brought here to help us in the development
of cottage industries.

Exclusion of Ahoms from the Census Report of 1951

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI asked:

*¥20. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—
(a) The number of Ahom population, district by dis-

trict ? .
(b) Whether it is a fact that the Ahoms are not re-
corded any more separately in the Census
Report of 1951 as was done in the previous cen-

suses !

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied:
20. (a)—Not available.
(b)—Yes.

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOQOI: Will Government

be pleased to state the reasons why it isnot available ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) :  Sir,
the census operation is under the Government of India and
according to the direction from the Government of India, the
operation is carried on to enumerate and collect all the
communities including the backward communities also. So,
the total number of the backward communities were collec-
ted together ; thatis why, it is not available.

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: Whether this non-
recording of the Ahom Community is not the order of the
Chief Minister of the Assam Government ? 1f so, will he
Please put on the table a copy of the order ?

. Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : Sir, I
have already replied that all the backward communities
were enumerated and collected together according to the
direction from the Government of India. I cannot give any
order to enumerate and collect the census of any particular
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operation was not made on the basis of an individual
community. For example, Sir, we cannot give a separate
census for the scheduled tribes also. All the scheduled ==
tribes also were enumerated and collected together. For 4
instance, it is not possible also to give separate figures for
the Boros, or Mikirs, etc.; they are all collected together.

:
community or individual community and the census g

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: Do the Government
know that the non-recordings of the Ahom community in

the 1951 Census have greatly affected the feeling of the §
community ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : I have
already stated, Sir, there is no separate figure available for
the Ahom Community. 3

Police quarters in the North-East Bank of Sibsagar Tank

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI asked :

*21. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—
(2) Whether some police quarters were constructed
in the North-East bank of Sibsagar Tank ?
(6) If so, when ?
(¢) Whether it is a fact that they are in a very b.ad
State of disrepair and are nct in the occupation
of those for whom they are meant ? )
(d) What was the cost involved in constructing these

vauarters T b

() ho constructed these houses, z.e., wl}ether Y :
the Police Department or by the Public Works v
Department ?

Cf5) For what period only the Police Officers occu
Pled the house ?

Shri BISHNUR
2L,  (a)—Yes.
(6)—In different years as below :—

1912-13, 1913-14, 1927-28 and 1948-49.

,(C) and ( _f)—No, except that two Assistant Sub-
Inspectors’ quarters and the Circle Inspector’s quarters Wert
badly damaged by storm and the Officers are not occupying
the same since 1953,

(d)—Rs.23,561,

(¢)—One Court Constable’s barrack was constructed

AM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied :

- B
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by the Public Works Departiment in 1912-13 and the rest were
constructed by the Police Department.
Procedure of drawing Departmental Proceedings

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA asked :

#22. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment be pleased to state— .

(a) Whether it has been made a rule in this Depart-
ment first to discharge or dismiss an employee
and then to draw up departmental proceedings
against him ?

(b) If the answer o (@) above isin the affirmative,
will the Minister be pleased to state the reasons
thereof ?

(¢) If the answer to (&) above is in the negative, will
the Minister be pleased to state whether the
region under the jurisdiction of the Executive
Engineer, Tura, has been made an exception
toit ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) replied :

22. (a)—No.
(b))—Does not arise.
(¢)—No.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: With re-
gard to (c), Sir—Has the attention of the Government been
drawn to order No. 4557, dated 11th June, 1954,  whereby
the Executive Engineer of Tura Division had drawn up pro-
ceedings against a particular gentleman on 1lth June, 1954
who was dismissed from his services on 28th April, 1953 ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): Yes, you will
find it in the reply.

Departmental proceedings against a Muharrir under
the Executive Engineer, Tura

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA asked :
*23. Will the Minister, Public Works Department, be
pleased to state—
(@) Whether a Muharrir working under the Execu-
tive Engineer, Tura, was served by the said
Executive Engineer with orders of transfer, sus-
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pension and discharge on the same date, name-
ly, 28th April, 1953, without any proceedings
being drawn against him ?

(b) Whether itis a fact that departmental proceed-
ings were drawn up against the said Muharrir
by the said Exccutive Engineer after about 14
months of his discharge from service, that is,
on 1l1th June, 1954 ?

(¢) Whatis the result of the said proceedings ?

(d) Whether for the period from 28th April, 1953, to
1ith June, 1954, the said employee was regarded

as being in service, or under suspension or
under discharge ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) replied :

Py 23, (a)—T-On the 27th April, 1953, he disobeyed the orders
Of the Executive Engineer, so he was transferred on the 28th
April, 1953, On the 123%1 April, 1953 he instituted a fals?

against the Executive En sineer in the Court o
;}:fir]}?ep:s? c?C}mdm1ss.10ner, Garo I‘lills,&who, after judicial en-
e a’bIs)en.te frJu g(;nent that the case was entirely false. As he
from the dat 0133 uty without permission. he was suspended

(28th April, 1958)}' ' he ‘was’ *absent’ from duty.

e
Subsequent] :
Same 3ate (ggltlf X;iil?lfgllsrsed from service with effect from the

Judicia] : 93) on receipt of the result of the
Were iassue:ldqmry held by the Deputy pCommissioncr. Orders

May, 1953 e 200 APril, 1953, “and’ 15t May, 1953 and
in all cages, N.;;lt cffect was given from the 28th April, 1953

against him 1, departmental proceedings were drawn up

! efore :
Proceedings wepe drgivﬁvispdis"“afged but subsequently formal

) (b)—No. The d
up against him o CPartmental proceedings were drawn
e _then 29th October, 1953 only and not after 14

uharrir re ; e
reported by the Posta] Authori{;‘;‘ﬁ:ed to receive the same as

(c)—He was found

R e guilty of th T as
accordingly dismissed from servi'::e.y s

(d)~-The period from 28th A

Pril, 1953 to 29th October,
1953 and (not 11th June, 1954) was not treated as alperiod of
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service or suspension as he was subsequently dismissed with
effect from 28th April, 1953. Itis pointed out that no subsis-
tence allowance was admissible to him during the period of
suspension as he was a member of the Work Charged Lsta-
blishment.

Re: Givil Works Department of an Autonomous
District

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA asked:

*24. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment be pleased to state whether the Civil Works Department
of an Autonomous District is also autonomous or subordinate
to the Public Works Department of the Government of

Assam ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) replicd :

24.—The Public Works Department of an Autonomous
District is subordinate to the Public Works Department of
the Government of Assam.

Cancellation of certain Government Orders in the
: Public Works Department

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA asked :

#95. (¢) Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works
Department be pleased to state whether by order No.E.3M/21/
53/5571, dated the 8th May, 1954 of the Public Works Depart-
ment, Establishment Branch, Government Order No.E.3M-
/21/53/3586 of the Public Works Department, Establishment
Branch, was cancelled ?

(b) If the answer to (a) above be in the aflirmative, will
the Minister be pleased to state the reasons thereof ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) replied :
25, (a)—Yes. '

(0)—On further' examination of the case it is decided
that a Government scrvant dismissed by Government is not
to he appointed by the District Council and vice-gersa.
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e

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table) ;
Motor accidents in the State
Shri MOHENDRA NATH DEKA asked :
37. Will the Home Minister be pleased to state—-
(@) The number of motor ;1(;(;1(1(;:1(5;_ in the .?ttlt’{"tll“f;t]:i.]
vear 1954 and how many of them are with N
injuries ? ,

; ; . o ieal I
(6) What is the number of prosecutions for .su-u‘,h y q)
dents and how many of them are convicted

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replicd:

37. (a)—Number of Motor accidents ... ?‘;g

Number of fatal injuries. ..
(6)—Number of prosecution ... 199
Number of convictions 49

Re: Posts of Head Assistant
office of the Inspector G

Shri A, ALLEY agked -

38, Wil the Minister-in
state—

s and Superintendents in the
eneral of Prisons, Assam

-charge of Jails be pleased to

(2) How many posts
tendents aye th
Cneral of p

of Head Assistants and Sup er;(l)l; \
erc in the office of the Inspec \
risons, Assam ?

POSts are permanent and which
Posts are temporary ?

(d) How long have the temporary posts heen kept 2s

such and why they ‘are not made pcn_-nanfnt
with effect from the dates of their creation
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(¢) When and why was the post of Superintendent in
the above office created ?
(/) Whether it has been made permanent and if not,
why not ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the post of Head Assis-
tant in the office of the Inspector General of
Prisons, Assam, has been kept in abeyance for
more than three years, and if so, why ?

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY (Minister) replied :

38. (a), () & (¢)—There is only one permanent post of
Head Assistant in the office of the Inspector General of Prisons.
A temporary post of Superintendent in the office of the Ins-
pector General of Prisons has been created with effect from
1st December, 1951, the post of the Head Assistant being kept in
abeyance from the date of the creation of the post of Superin-
tendent.

(d) & (e)—The post of the Superintendent has been
created on an experimental basis in order to relieve Inspector
Genera! of Prisons from disposing of matters which are purely
of routine nature and also to raise the general efficiency of his
office and as such it has not been made permanent.

(/) & (g)——Do not arise.

Settlement of Land in Bijni in Dhubri Subdivision
Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB of Sidli asked:

39. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased
to state —

(a) The names and addresses of persons or associations
of persons who have received settlement of land
in more than one locality in Bijni in Dhubri
Subdivision within last three years ?

(b) The area of Lands settled with them in one plot
or in different plots ?
- Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) replied :

39. (a)—No person or association of persons received settle-
ment in more than one locality during the period in Bijni,
(6)—Doés not arise.
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Cases taken Cognisance of by the Police
in Goalpara District

Maulavi SAHADAT ALI MANDAL asked:
40. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state —

(2) Number of cases that were taken (-:m_{r.]is:m(:(: of by
the Police in Goalpara District in the year
1954 ? . ;

(b)) How many were disposed of by the Police with
final report ?

(¢) How many were sent up for trial ?

(d) How many ended in (1) conviction of the accused,
(2) discharged, and {3) acquitted ?

(¢) How many are pending in Court ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied:
40. (a)—1916.

(6)—1090.

(?—-745.

(d)—(1) Convicted ..o T30S
flgBhschdrged &0 Ty T e
(3) Acquitted oo 0N

.[.Il)éﬂposed of otherwise, ;,
(6)—294 cages
pending for

Amount
and a

ete €., by compromise, withdrawal,

i e pending in Court and 81 cases are
Investigation,

of money sanctioned as gratuitous relief
S various loans to flood affected people

Sriman PRAFULLA GOSWAMI asked :
amo:ﬁxi S\;Vniut. the Revenue Minjster be pleased to state the
1 cHoned g gratuitous relief, agricultural loan, se€
oan or any other loan f e i

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) replied :

41.—A statement showin
loan including seed loan,
loan sanctioned so far for t
last flood in each sybdivisio

g the gratuitous relief, agricultl!ral
cattle loan, distress Joan and other
he flood affected people during the
n is placed in the library table,

P s Py

F oy
PR

..
s R e

NI e ey SRR
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Demands for Grants
GRANT No. 45

“XLVIA—Road Transport Schemes—Working Expenses”

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, on the recommendation of the Governor of Assam, I beg
to move that a sum of Rs.68 08,000 be granted to the Minister-
in-charge to defray the charges which will come in the course
of payment during the year ending 31st March, 1956, for
the administration of the head ‘‘XLVIA.—Road Transport
Schemes— Working Expenses.™’

Mr. SPEAKER: Motion moved: ““That a sum of
- Rs.68,08,600 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray
the charges which will come in course of payment during the
year ending 31st March, 1956 for the administration of the
head XLVIA.—Road Transport Schemes—Working
Expenses.”’

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the provision of Rs.35,81,265
under Grant No.45, Major head XLVIA.—Road Transport
Schemes. —Working Expenses, Minor head (b)) Operation, Sub-
head Section III—Pandu-Gauhati-Shillong Service, at page 326
of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the whole
grant of Rs.68,08,600 do stand reduced by Re.l.

My purpose in moving this Cut Motion is to discuss the
condition of the workers and employees engaged in the
Pandy-Gauhati-Shillong Service of the State Transport Orga-
nisation and as a matter of fact all workmen and employees
under the State Transport Organisation.

Mr. SPEAKER : Your time is 5 minutes.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: I have
opened the discussion on the subject not with a view to
create any bitterness or to make any castigation on the Govern-
ment, but to request the Government to give pointed
attention to certain burning problems of the workers and
employees of this organisation. This morning I have come
from Gauhati. Just when I was leaving my home, my little
daughter, Maya, clung to my neck and after giving and
Teceiving  kisses said : ““‘fatw1, wwan wifafd 1”’

“Papa, bring some oranges’’. This she said because the other
day T happened to take a few oranges for her. T was travelling
by Bus No.E 18. This bus developed minor engine troubles in
three places in the journey, namely, at mile 26, 42 and 49
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and I saw the driver and the handyman doing immensely hard |
labour just to keep the engine running—somectimes falling under
the bus and I also saw that because of the damage done to
the road last night by the hailstorm, the conductor and
driver had sometimes, to get down and remove some of the
stones or trees or branches that were falling on the road.
While 1 was watching this, I thought that this driver or handy-
man also might have a baby like our ‘Maya’ who also when
he left his home might have entreated him “Papa, bring me
some oranges’’. But how can this handyman drawing only
a basic monthly salary of Rs.22 and a trip allowance of As.12
for this long journey from Gauhati to Shillong afford to comply
with the cntreaties of his baby ? While we ourselves feel that -
for keeping our body and soul together we need from Rs,10-8
to Rs.20 per diem apart from our monthly basic salary, can
we expect that this fellow citizen of ours who is doing very
useful service to the State and society can or should do with
a rip allowance of As.12 in addition to a basic wage of Rs.22
per month ? As a human being in our free country, has he not
the same right as myself or anybody else to do a little kind-
ness to his child and family ?
I left my home this morning with a heayy heart because
I had to leave behind  my ailing wife ; but I had the good
fortumnesof leaving with her a sum of R’s.100 for her treatment.
Pc_rhaps, God forbid, thc handyman whom I met this morning
?'l;g}lil.t also l}llave an alllr}g wife at his home, but is it possible
dq lml s ave lefF with her even a sum of Rs.10 at her
thene mener medical treatment ? Tt s with the labour of
net profit | e Soel{r'.State Exchequer.' is making a handsome
e proﬁi; : € n the budget this year th‘at there was a
Ol over 18 lakhs from this State Transport

FPErrFET g

s B TRT

rganisation.

up bgI cév:):vietrr?qnllght be said that this organisation has been taken

cial Organisatior?. Bt for rna.kmg- money. It is after all a commer-

some profit. But gum-[:g;bhc utility service. It is meant to make

known as “bonug’yerylfody knowS. th?}t there is at least one thing

rofit then the worl the Organisation makes some handsome

I o ¢ workers are entitled to getbonus, but in this State
Transport, these workers are not given any b(’)nus There are
n'.‘anY .Other thlngs which I had mentioned ) during my -
Clscsion last year and also the year before last, I must
admit that in some minor matters at legst something has been
done by Government. ... . veeve..(The bell 2 AN
and for that the present Minister dCSeI'VCS our thanks. I WOU].d f
request Government to be more kind-hearted towards these

.
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poorly paid workers and see their way to improve their
condition. When the Government is earning handsome profit
from the State Transport Organisation, itis possible for the
Government to improve the service condition of the employees.
Then and then only our State may prove itself to be an ideal
employer.

Mr. SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved is that the provision
of Rs.35,81,265 under Grant No.45, Major head—N\LVIA—
Road Transport Schemes—Working Expenses, Minor head (b)
Operation, Sub-head  Section III—Pandu-Gauhati-Shillong
Service, at page 326 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i. e.,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs.68,08,600 do stand
reduced by Re.l.

Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
rise to support the Motion moved by my Friend, Shri Bhatta-
charyya,

Mr. SPEAKER: What about your own Motion ?

Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: Iam also moving
that, Sir. _

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the total provision
of Rs.68,08,600 under Grant No.45, Major head—XLVIA—
Road Transport Schemes Working Expenses, at page 326 of
the Budget, be reduced by Re.L, i. e., the amount of the whole
grant of Rs.68,08,600 do stand reduced by Re.1.

The object of my moving this Motion is to raise a discus-
sion on the working of the Road Transport Schemes—Working
Expenses. :

Sir, the State ' ransport is a monopoly service. There is
no room for any other vehicles to ply on the road except the
Private taxis. What we find is that the Serviceis after all
not quite adequate resulting in inconvenience of the people who
want to travel by transport buses. Very often due to want of
accommodation they have to stay back and thus they have to
miss important engagements. Sir, this causes great anconve-
nience to the people. The Services should be more frequent
and more buses should be placed on the roads so that no
Inconvenience is caused to the public. For want of transport
buses sometimes people have to travel in  trucks meant for
carrying goods, and this causes loss to the Government. I
would also request the Government to reduce the rates. a bit.

Gevernment places diesel buses, the working cost of which is
90 per cent. less than that of petrol - buses, the rate of charges:
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can be casily reduced by at least 50 per cent. The Government
has introduced such buses in some places. I think that can be
done in all the places. With these words, Sir, I move my
Motion for acceptance of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved is that the total
provision of Rs.68,08,600 under Grant No.45, Major head—
XILVIA—Road Transport SC!I(:I‘I'I(H"-—-\v'Vr)l'kiI].’;' Expenses, at page
326 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1, i.e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.68,08,600 do stand reduced by Re.1.

. Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, the picture depicted by my Friend, Shri Bhattacharyya,
about the lot of the drivers of the State Transport is not so.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : 1 did not
say about drivers. I mentioned about the conductors.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): 1 shall there-
fore give the pay scale of the handymen and conductors on the
Gauhau'shillong Road which is Rs.25—}—35 per month. They
get the dearness allowance of Rs.25 per month and also average
trip allowance of Rs. 25 to Rs.30. S0, it comes to Rs.75 to Rs.80
a month and not Rs.22 a month. They get the trip allowance
at the rate of As.12 per trip or Re.1 for the round trip. Thus a
handyman or a Junior Conductor gets Rs.25 to Rs.30 per
month. The qualification of a handyman or conductor is
generally under Matric. So, if they get about Rs.75 to Rs.80 per
?é)élth’ I do not think the emolument is not adequate. I have
State(;ompa;?twe ﬁgui”es Of I)laY: dearness allowance, ctc., of othct;

4 > Pay scales of these categori sed aite e
more than thgt yof OUrs. gories of employe

Shri GAURISANK AR BHATTACHARYYA : fwa «iol®

3 B?Ftc.?{ ey ~ il : -
5 dT%ﬂ%’ 5% YHIEE ) - 1S f the
Cconductor ? 71 iy What is the basic pay o

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA ing .
5 M : Itis Rs.25—%
to 35, Dearness Allowance Rs.25. (Ministey) : Itis

. Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACH . Previous!
it was stated that it is Rs.22. ARYYA <. Previous

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA Minister) : Sj then their
pay hth_‘« been increased by Rs.3 pe(r month.r){lﬁl?cl*,?g (ilas been a
general increase in the pay scale of those employees of State
Transport whose pay does not exceed Rs.100 per month.

Sir, as regards the complaints of my Friend, Shri Gogol,
that the passengers do not get accommodation in the State
Transport buses, itis not correct.
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On ceremonial occasions such as Pujas, etc., there may be
some delay in getting accommodation in the plains districts. But,
Sir, on such occasions, more buses are placed on routes and
services are increased according to need. The passengers get
accommodation within 15 minutes or at the most within half an
hour, because the buses are placed in Stations according to needs.
A passenger in  such  occasion may not get the tickets on
his arrival, but arrangements are so made that they get
accommodation within 15 minutes to 30 minutes. Sir, we are
increasing the number of buses. Last year we have increased
the number by 25 buses, and there is a proposal in the
current Budget for acquiring more than 25 buses. Trailic survey
does not disclose that there is dearth of buses in any route,
and from this survey it is possible for the number of buses that
should ply in a route. In case of a definite complaint to
the effect that the number of buses are not adequate and
that more accommodation should be provided to the passengers
in a route, that will be considered. Generally, Sir, we have
increased the number of buses in ecach route according to
necessity. If my I'riend, Mr. Gogoi, or anybody in the House
brings to my notice or to the notice of the Secretary, Board of
Control, that additional number of buses in any route is neces-
sary, then that will be lo_okcd mto, and we shall increase the
number of buses and services according to need.

Then, Sir, as reguards big fare rates, during BudgetSession
last year, I have given the rates of our routes in our State
and those of the other States in India. Owur rates are similar
to those prevailing in other States in India but in certain cases,
specially in the hills, our rates are lower than those of the hill
routes in other States. As regards employees, Sir, the lower
grade employees whose Services are very frec_luently- necessary in the
Stations, and some other officers, are provided with accommoda-
tion. In addition to this the allowances admissible to other
Government servants are also given to them. With these words,
SIr, 1, hope..sesioacesses Bo ik A TS ;

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Whether
these employees get the bonus in view of the huge profits that
the Government get from this Department ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Sir, my Friend
was not present when some of the Resolutions relating to State
Transport employees were discussed the other day. At present,
State Transport Organisation are examining the question of
providing them with uniforms. The question of .giving bonus
has not yet been considered.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : What about
medical treatment to their family members ?
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Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): Yes, the
same facility is extended to them as other Government servants,
Sir. I hope, my Friends will see their way to withdraw their
Cut Motions.

(The Cut Motions were, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is: ‘That a sum
of Rs.68,08 600 be granted to the Minister-in-charge t?
defray certain charges which will come in the _course 0
pPayment during the year ending 3lIst March, 1956 for ts
administration of the head-—“XLVIA.—Road Transport
Schemes-——-Working Expenses.”

(The Motion was adopted).

-

GRANT No.2,

““7. —LAND REVENUE.”

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Mr. Speaker, Sif,
‘ommendation of the Governor of Assam, I beg to
::Iilo}\:e thatasum of RS.81,83,4-00 (Rupecs (-ighty-()nc lakhs
ghly-three ghousand and four hundred) be granteclll to :;2
: arge to defray the charges which will co
oy D Eseof Payment duringythe year engding 31st March, 195?3
or the administration of the head.— <7 —_L.and Revenue.

Rs-.B.:llwgg Zl-S{)I(,)EAKER: Motion moved js that a sum of

tain char, be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray cer-
2 C ?11:868 Wthh will come in course of payment dur]ng the

‘Y‘ r ending 3]st March, 1956, for the administration of the head,
7-——-—Land Revenueaa

POt of order, 1 beg to submit that(ll\\ddll.uﬂﬁ?néndra " Mohan
Das’s Cut Motion is out of order. The purpose of his Cut
Motion is to Criticise the payment of compensation for acquisition
of lands for Government purposes. As a matter of fact, tI}?
compensation is not paid under the head, « 7.—Land Revenue

g
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and the land compensation is paid by the respective Depart-
ments. I leave it to you to decide the issue.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: It is quite in order,
Sir. Itis meant to criticise the inefliciency of the Revenue
Department. -

Mr. SPEAKER: I am referring to your own words ‘‘to
raise a discussion about payment of compensation for acquisition
of lands for Government purposes”, Therefore, I think, the
Revenue Department is not concerned and the Cut Motion is
therefore, out of order.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to move that the provision of Rs.2,52,000 under
Grant No.2 Major head—7.—Land Revenue, Minor head— .
A.—General Establishment, Sub-head 1.—Pay of Officers
(total), at page 4 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i. e.,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs.81,83,400 do stand
reduced by Re.l.

Sir, my purpose in moving this Cut Motion is to criticise
the Government attitude with regard to the functioning, control
and supervision of the work of Sub-Deputy Collectors. Sir, I do
not propose to take much time of the House by too much gene-
ralisation. I want to point out a few instances which will lead to
the contention which I propose to bring out in this Cut Motion.
Sir, first of all, take the instance of the present Sub-Deputy Col-
lector of Chaygaon Circle. I hope the Minister-in-charge of
Revenue has recently received the telegram  (Mr. Speaker.—
Mr. Bhattacharyya, your time is only 6 minutes). Sir, I beg
to submit that you may be pleased to distribute the time
saved from the question hour. 1 wish T could be shorter
Now, Sir, as I said, the Minister-in-charge of Revenue must
have received the telegram of which I also have received a co
and in this telegram there is serious allegation against tﬁz
present Sub-Deputy Collector of Chaygaon, that he, as a matter
of fact, is fomenting communal tension in that area. That
is the substance of the allegation.

It is very well known at least to the Revenue Minister
that there are some 7,000 bighas of land in the Chayeaon
Circle which used to be covered by (1) Sampupal‘agaoig 3
Sampupara Pathar, (3) Hatipara, (4) Pukhuripara and, (5
Singimari. These are lands which were under annual Pag )
Now, in 1938 or nearabout that time, when there a3
influx of Muslim immigrants in South Kamrup, the anp Wla;an
tas of these lands were cancelled during the days of My uaP {245
who was the Revenue Secretary at the time. These were o

: A p converts
ed into Professional Grazing Reserves. As a matter of fact they
were never real Professional Grazing Reserves but this plea
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was taken only with a view to bring the land under Government
control, By 19406 some of these lands were seitled with some
new comers by passing the claim of the local people from
whom annual Patta lands were taken away by the Government.
Of late Government has decided, it is said on the advice of
the Land Settlement Advisory Committee, to open some land
of this Reserve to two types of pcople, namely, the river-eroded
and also local indigenous landless people. Now, so far as the
river-eroded people are concerned, it is said that it would be
better for them if land be given to them at a place which is
nearer to their original place. Now, most of these river-eroded -
people s Muslims. The Sub-Deputy Collector took some =
a_rrned police and about 500 Muslims ;1irmg with him to demo- d
Lish the houses of the tribal pcople who were, theoretically
Spcalfmg, encroachers, but who were also given to understand
that if they would vacate the land of their own accord, their
petitions for settlement would be considered. And accordingly
they had vacared the paddy land and the crops were peacefully
gﬁgfﬁ?i OUt'C }?111[ in spite of that, quite unnecessarily, this
With hh% t{ook O'IC‘:ctox.', in addition to taking armed police
has created a ‘i‘,m as many as 500 Muslims with him. F.lus
That is the pur oriryf :ﬁrul)us communal tension in that area.
and which I I:hin]? tk 5 [_cing ,t_c’lcgf‘dr_n_ which I have received
I hope ithe Hon’ble Il\;.:[ lon’ble Minister also has received,
enquire i Inister-in-charge of Revenue will please
quire into the matter and if the alleeati M !
> allegations are true, then

suitable steps shoyl =N B ‘ :
and he shogld l;)cucic]é]iet(?.k cn against this Sub-Deputy Collector

#

Coll also an allegation against the Sub-Deputy
S0 of 'Iiammﬁilr 1\E[Jircl(:. I think both the Chief
as the inister-in-char f Transport know

ve arge o sp
amrgu‘fliu otfl-l a]t for the last few years Gogvcrnmcnt lost a huge
bungling of f’hnd rgvenue in that Tamulpur area due to the
many people wﬁ ub-Deputy Collector there. There are
granting Pattag tg t}alze getting  land there, but instead of
Records staff took mozf; people who enjoyed the land, the Land

them t : Y secretly from these people and allowed
g Jey the land. As a  result, thep G%vernment was

d :
ngll;llze(cilidoi élge elta:d re.vehn_ue which was duc to them and the
for them. Th get any right—at least there is no record of right
s O us, while the peasants are deprived of their legitimate
ues, ‘“rovernment is deprived of its legitimate land revenue.
So, there is a great loss to the public exchequer as well as a
great deal of barassment to the local people. There was also
of late a quarrel between the Sub-Deputy Collestor and

S s
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the I\Iouzaday, as a result of which the Mouzadar was kept
under suspension and the Sub-Deputy Collector was transferred—

that is best known to the Revenue Minister himself.
At any rate, there are very serious allegations against the Sub-
Deputy Collector of Tamulpur.

There are also, Sir, very serious allegations against the
Sub-Deputy Collector of Rangiya—not only the present
one but of the previous two. The ullcgations' are that since
after the communal disturbances when thousands of Muslim
immigrants had to vacate that area, the Sub-Deputy Collector,
in league with the Dolois and the local landlords, created
a lot of difficulties in the matter of settlement of land. The
same plot of land was given to several persons in turn. It is
reported that enquiries were or are being made by the Anti-
Corruption Department regarding the assets of the Sub-Deputy
Collecter including the building constructed by the Sub-Deputy
Collector at Gauhati.

'"Due to the bungling of the Land Record staff, litigations are
going on between the indigenous new allottees and the
migrants who have come back and the lawyers are getting money
due to large number of litigations in Rangiya as a result of this
mischief done by the Sub-Deputy Collector and the Dolois in the
matter of settlement of lands. The worst part of it is that grave
communal tension was created. = For this not only the Sub-
Deputy Collector and the Dolois are responsible, but I should
say, the entire Land Records stafl. So it is proper for the
Government to see to all these and to keep a watch on the
activities of the Sub-Deputy Collectors so that the people do
not suffer...(4 Voice from  the Treasury Bench—What about
the Mandals ?) They are only small fries who are of course
enthusiastic accomplices of the Sub-Deputy Collectors. But,
Sir, so far as this particular Motion of mine is concerned, I
want to concentrate on the allegations against these Sub-Deputy -
Collectors and I would request Government to look into

these things.

With these words, Sir, I commend my Motion to the
acceptance of the House. 2]

Mr. SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved is that the provision
of Rs.2,52,000, under grant No.2, Major head 7.-—Land Revenue,
Minor head—A.—General Establishment, Sub-head 1.—pay of
officer (total), at page 4 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l,
i. ¢., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.81,83,400 do stand
reduced by Re.l. 4

Shri MOHENDRA NATH DEKA : Mr, Speaker, Sir, I
take my stand here to oppose the Motion moved by my Friend,

Shri Bhattacharyya. He has made complaints about certain
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2fsub-].')f:put'y Collectors. Sir, we all know that there are
mman%‘h as 150 Sub-Deputy Collectors under the Govern-
ent, € Obj'cct of my Friend in moving his Cut Motion is to
criticise the Government attitude with regard to the f
tlonlng COI‘ltrOI a d ’ LR ’ {.L,! I'( . j | l(: unc-
’ nd supervision of work of the Sub-Deputy
Collectors. In his speech, my Frie Iﬂl- gy “.! g putyr
i - g 'nd has cited instances o
:iti?lgﬁzgaﬁig;st agth_r(:c ‘S;‘IJ'IJC}P“W Collectors only and tl:crc e
e ainst the others. This clearly
the majority, na PR s ¢ carly shows that
are good ;yfficers,y cent per cent of other Sub-Deputy Collectors
Now, Sir, as r SR e :
the SUb'DCpu’t .C ﬁgards Rangiya, so far my information goes,
S balsteiha b);] ollector has been transferred to Gauhati fong
such, if an ul]gct discussion of the last Budget and as %
brou’ght duén at}fgatmn was against him, it could have been
e Iring the Budget discussion of 1954. So, Sir, if there
anythmg agai = _ 1904, DO, oI, 1 1€re
brought during gthI::StB him, thf“i question should have been
allegation again udget discussion and not now. So, the
through Forgth 8 the ‘Sub-Deputy Collector of Rangiya falls
S O ¢ allegations against few Sub-De vellectols
nnot be said that all the few Sub-Deputy Collectofs,
bad or corrupt officers. all the Sub-Deputy Collecters are
WIﬂ? these words, Sir, T o s (Y .

. Shri MOTIRAM BOR s t_]“S Cut Motion. !
Sir, my Friend, Mr. B A (_Mlnister) Mr. Speaker ¥
ref > Mr. Bhattacharyya, whil ks 31 Meke

erred to three charges agai 2 ¥ ' while moving his Cut Motion,

and these three charges ar gainst three Sub-Deputy Collectors

l deﬁ'gam“ the Sub-Deputy Collectors of

y Man,]g;lya_ Now, Sir, I will first take '

i - il hattacharyya against these Sub- |

1 c€en able to fol]o ned. Frankly speaking, Sir, I have |

evelled 1 W or rather co h Nanole & :

e Y Mr. Bhattach mprehend clearly the charges
oarges levelled are Vac aryya against those officers. The
p I:?; to answer to such %ue in nature and so it is very difficult

Spezi ﬁc Instances of the SUba]g)ue charges. If there had been any .

tcP)) ; € unlawfy] acts, then hit eputy Collectors committing some 'i
tak% vemy reply as to Wharlouk.! have been very easy for me

€ against those officers H action Government prop osc to R‘*‘

points of allegation made go 0 ¢Vl Sir, I take up all the
gamst the Sub-Deputy Collectors

W rridriiil

up the charges leve]
Deputy Collector;: lf(()inlc)

His .

Chaigaon fgiic::l :or{lplamt against the Sub-Deputy Collector b
between the peop] s that he fomented a com);nurla] trouble
the tribal People{)' i different communities—at Jeast between
there. . My Eritr évmg in that area and the immigrarit Muslims
because when the 4 SMr' Bhattacharyya, is thinking like that,
certain encroach ub-Deputy Collector had gone to evict
chers who happend to be tribal people, he had
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taken the help of some Muslims. What is the practice generally
followed in our country for evicting encroachers from some
Village Grazing Reserves ? The Sub-Deputy Collector goes to
evict the encroachers not only with the help of police but also
with the help of such people who are interested in maintaining
law and order in the locality. This country of oursis full of
loyal citizens who render help to the Government and 1 do not
think our Sub-Deputy Collectors will be well advised to
refuse a  help of that kind. What happened is this
that a large number—a very large number of squatters—
had encroached upon several reserves and to romove
those encroachers, the Sub-Deputy Collector had gone there and
if he was helped by the local people, then, T think, we should
rather say, that Sub-Deputy Collector had done well. This is
not a case of fomenting communal discord at all. The Sub-
Deputy Collector had done wisely in taking co-operation of that
people, because after the reserve is cleared of encroachers, itis
these people who will have to keep guard. Therefore to arouse
lively " interest of the people is an act which instead of being
blamed should be praised by all. Tdo not think the Sub-
Deputy ‘ollector had done anything wrong by his actions. Mr.
Bhattacharyya does notsay that those Muslims had done
anything wrong. If he had said this, thenit would have been
something diflerent. The Sub-Deputy Collector was only taking
the help of some pcople in executing his duty and for thatit
cannot be said that he was fomenting communal trouble. I do
not think that the materials placed before the House by Mr.
Bflgattachuryya are enough to justify a charge against the
officer.

Now, I come to the second charge levelled against the Sub-
Deputy Collector of Tamulpur. That through the help of the
local Mouzadar, he managed to get-a lot of money
diShonestly and subsequently in sharing that money there was
some quarrel between the Sub-Deputy Collector and the
Mouzdar. That is the charge against the Sub-Deputy Collector
and under the report of the Sub-Deputy Collector this Mauz-

ar was kept under suspension. But I personally do not know
anything about the quarrel between the Sub-Deputy Collector
and Mouzadar on the question of the division of spoils. What
Actually happend in the case of the Mouzadar is this. This
ouzadar was in arrear of a huge amount of land revenue
and this was found out by Sub-Deputy Collector as a result of his
Periodical check and he made a report to the Deputy Commission-
¢r about it and as a result the Deputy Commissioner recommend-
cd his suspension and when he appealed to me, I gave him some



Collector who enquired and found that the .\Iml_zndar was in
heavy arrcar and for that reason there was some misunderstand-
ing between the Sub-Deputy Collector and the Mouzadar. I
not only took action against the Mmgz;ul:n' o ! also took action to
transfer the Sub-Deputy Collector from that (?Il'(l]('.. But in t_he
meanwhile a case was filed by an individual of tl_l:xt lpcaht‘y
against the Sub-Deputy Collector for alleged slapping in him. ﬁfs
it is a criminal case against the Sub-Depuiy (-'H”k'lith', It 15 |
desirable that his transfer should not be given eflect to immedi- 3
ately and therefore, | stayed the order of transfer until the _case
is over. When a Sub-Deputy Collector has been made a victim
of a charge in a Criminal Court, it is fair that he should b.c
allowed to stay there until the disposal of the case. and that is
why he has been kept there for the present. I do not find any
dishonesty on the part of the Sub-Deputy Collector. Had there
been anything of the kind, then I would have got report on 1t
and accordingly action would also have been taken against him.
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time to enable him to clear the arrear. Tt was the Sub-Deputy

r
.
-y
3

Now, 1 come to the charge against the Sub-Deputy Collector
of Rangia. There is no s

pecific grievance against this Sub-
Deputy Collector. The only charge against him is that he had
been kept at Rangiya for a long time, and asfar as I have

understood from the trend of the argument, he has been making = =
a big house at Gauhati, | do not"know what kind of house h? B
making—whether it is , big  house or a small house. He is a
Sub-Deputy Collector and he i earning a pretty  handsome

salary and besides tha he is entitled  to house building advance
also for constructing

2 house of his own. It is for the first time

have heard that this Sub-Deputy Collector is constructing a

ouse there. No¢ only the Sub-Deputy Collector, but other

officers also ‘

“onstructing houses at. Gauhati and as a mattes
of fact Government

officers  below the rank of Sub-
Deputy Collectors are making houses all over the State.

. Again, Government officers  get house building advance.
Besides, thig Sl_lb—Deputy Collector, as is known to my Friend,
15 a good writer in ssamese, and he has written several
Assamese boqks which are good sellers in the market. Sale
proceeds of his books might also help him (o enable him to con-
Struct a house at Gauhatj. I do not know from what quarters
he has got money, but the fact remajng that Government officers
get house building advance to build houses,

Shri GAUR

ISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : T want to
know whether an enquiry was made ?

Skri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) ;
getling some complaints not only

o T o 8

Yes, Sir. We are
[against this officer but
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against a large number of officers serving in different Depart-
ments, and whenever any complaint comes with a specific case,
such cases are at once enquired into. The complaints received
against this officer was also enquired into but the report of the
Anti-Corruption Department is that there was no material to
prove the complaint against this Sub-Deputy Collector. There-
fore, Sir, from the impression that I have been able to form on
these three cases cited by my Iriend, Shri Bhzattacharyya, it is
clear that the allegations made by the hon. Member are not
correct, and therefore, I request him to withdraw his Motion.
At the same time I would like to inform him that whenever any
specific allegation comes to the notice of the Government, it is at
once taken suitable steps, and in this case also, as I have stated
before, necessary enquiry was made, but the result of the en-
quiry was not such as to \\';l{‘l‘nntA any action.

With these few observations, I request my Friend to see his
way to withdraw his Cut Motion.

Mr. SPEAKER : Does the hon. Member withdraw
Cut Motion ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: No. Sir,

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that the provision of
Rs.2,52,000, under Grant No.2, Major head—7—Land Re-
venue, Minor head-—A-—General Establishment, Sub-head—
1. Pay of Officers (total), at page 4 of the Budget, be reduced
by Re.1, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.81 83,400 do
stand reduced by Re.l.

(The Motion was negatived.)

Mr. SPEAKER : Cut Motion Nos. 4, 5 and 6 can be
discussed at the same time.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
beg to move that the provision of Rs. 3,400 under Grant No. 2
Major head—7—Land Revenue, Minor head—E.—Charges on
account of Iishery Collections (total), at page 8 of the Budget,
be reduced by Re. 1, 7. ¢., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.81,83,400 do stand reduced by Re. 1.

Sir, my intention in moving this Cut Motion is to raise a
discussion about the sale of fisheries by the Government. Sir,
We know that we have in our State a good number of fisheries
and the revenue which we derive from the sale of these fisheries
18 also quite nice. But we have noticed during these several
Years that the sale of these fishery Mahals is not made according
0 the rules framed by Government themselves. No proper action

as been taken whenever any complaint is made. Patronising of
avoured persons and nepotism are being practised not only by
the Deputy Commissioners but also at the Ministeria] level.  Sir,
We know in one of these bunglings, the matter had been even

his



818 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS (18ra Mar.

referred to the Supreme Court of India, and the Supreme Co
had given a severe stricture to the Government of Assam,
they stated in the judgment that the “ Assam Government kno
no law but its own.”” After this condemnation emanating I'{o
the highest judicial authority of the country, I do not think
I should add any thing further. :
Sccondly, another thing to which I want to draw the
attention of the Government is that there is a fishery Mahal
of Kusiara river from Bhanga to Lakhibazar in Karimganj®
Subdivision and as the river belongs to both the ])ominions. 0
India and Pakistan, the sale of fisheries was not affected since
1947.  We brought the matter to the notice of Subdivision
Officer, the Deputy Commissioner as well as the Chief Secretary
S0 t_hat they may also, in their turn, bring the matter to th
notice of Pakistan Government. We know not, what settl.
ment was arrived at during the mecting of the Deputy Comis
stonerson both sides. Due to the stoppage of sale of fishery om
this river covering an area of about 20 miles, loss to the Governs
ment exchequer is not negligible. There are about 15 to 20
fe.rne's on the side of the river falling between the two States.
These ferries have also been stopped and now some private
persons are plying boats unofficially which has resulted in loss =
of revenue to Government. So, I would request the Governs
mient to take up the matter with the Government of Pakistan 5o &
that sale of these fisheries may also be taken up by this Governs

ment.  Before comi Shi . reliable
source in mng to Shillong I heard from a

half ¢ cr.Karll:ng_anj that Pakistan Government had sold out
Tl wer falling to them to a particular party. I do not-
m Ow they can sell it, I, however, request the qucgl.
ndian% make arrangement so that the fisheries falling in 1€
S ominion may be sold out so that it may be a SOUICE

1 Il\(rinal revenue for our Government. |
sion ofti‘{ss %%%KER: Cut Motion moved is that the provi
R 0 under Grant No. 2, Major hcad‘—'?'—"Lan
Collectio’ns.( Inor head——E.-——Chargcs on account of Fishery
( total),

at page 8 of the Budget, be reduced by Re1y§

t. e, the : 7
reduced by Rej, O ¢ Whole grant of Rs.81,83,400 do stand |

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Mr. Spea-

ker, Sir, in supporting the Motion i S
m Frlcnd: 1

Ranendra, Mohan Das, 1 beg to drazyetcllns g ;?t}(;ntion of the

h Osﬁzrntr_lent to one p(_)int in particular, and that is with regard

O the settlement of big and important fisherjes, Sir, it has been

seen specially in Kamrup district and particularly in Gavhaty

subdivision, that important fishery Mahals Jijke the Brahmaputry

M A S

3

N

Mahals and also 5 part of Kallong, are being settled not With
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actual fishermen cither whenever they form societies or when-
ever they apply for such settlement as unregistered corporate
bodies, but with ‘individuals who sub-let these fisheries. For
example, two widows of Ujanbazar have been settled with two
fisheries in the up-stream of the Brahmaputra. I do not know
the names of these two widows, but they are known as the wi-
dows of late Bholaram Das. What they do is that they sub-let
these fisheries to fishermen of Rangmahal, Rajaduar, etc., taking
from them rather big amounts of money.

Mr. SPEAKER : May I understand that your objection is
against settlement with widows ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Not wi-
dows as such, but with intermediaries. I have given this parti-
cular instance to show that the settlement-holder is not one who
engages labourers or operates the fishery with the help of other
family. members but who has got nothing to do except taking the
middlemen’s share by sub-letting it to others. The result is that
actual fishermen have to pay a greater amount of money than
they would have paid if they got settlement direct from Govern-
ment. [ quite appreciate, Sir, that these intermediaries should
also live, but they should live by doing some socially useful la-
bour and not by exploiting the proper share of other people.
From my personal knowledge, I have seen, Sir, that though
Government profess to follow a policy of settlement of fisheries
with actual fishermen, particularly those who do the job them-
selves, but in actual practice most of the settlement-holders are
not fishermen by profession. They are fishermen only by birth ;
their fore-fathers perhaps did some fishing business. Govern-
ment should not encourage casteism so much as they should en-
courage actual trade. Therefore, my suggestion is that at the
time of making settlement, Govenment should see tha.t the ac-
tual fishermen, either in properly constituted co-operative bodies
or even as individuals—if they cannot form such corporate bo-
dies—are given settlement of big and profitable fishery Mahals
like the Brahmaputra Mahal.

With these few words I support the Motion moved by my
Friend, Shri Ranendra Mohon Das.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, while
Supporting the Cut Motion moved by my Friend, Mr. Das, I
Would draw your attention to the Memorandum on the Budget
Estimates at page 1, Land Revenue. There, Sir, we find that
In 1951-52, actuals were Rs.15,21,000 as rents for fisheries, in
1952-53, it came down to Rs.14 lakhs, in 1953-54 it further came
down to Rs.11 lakhs, in 1954-55, the budget estimate was Ris.14
lakhs, but the revised estimate was Rs.13 lakhs, So, from 1951
tlll this year we find that there has been a fall in our fishery
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revenuec. Why should it be so ? We know, Sir, in most of the

auctions the fisheries are not being sold at proper prices. Thiss

is a very important source ol our revenue and we shu'uld try to
increase it. What I feel is that fisheries are not ;uu:u_oncd pro-
erly. 1was present in auctions once or twice and : found {llat
ig people—people with influence—did not allow a frce auction,
Very often the hammer drops at a price which is lower than the

price a fishery would have actually fetched. 1 also know of case, 8
which went even upto the High Court, where the bid given by =

another man was higher than the bid at which the hammer
dropped because this bid could not be properly heard because
of a big noise. This noise is also purposely made so that other
bids may not be heard as in the story of Cogertm 7z fan 2S AW
in Mahabharata. The officer is surrounded by important peo-
ple and they make a big noise and say ¢ this is the last bid, no
other bid is coming’. The officer is not to be blamed because
he has not heard it. This actually happened in onc case, which

was corroborated by an affidavit. My suggestion is that wes

have to examine whether the tender system would not hes
better system for settlement of fisheries. 1t may be that the tes
der system may bring us better revenue, Auctions are 2 Ve
table nuisance. All people coming together in a house, just like
in the Stock Exchange in Calcutta, and making noise and no-
th_lng 1s done properly. So, I believe that the tender Sysues
might bring better revenue and also lead to fairness in settling
fisheries.

‘The other point is this :

My Fric . Bhattacharyya, has
also referred to it, We have 7 yriend, Mr. Bhatchang

amended the rules vnder the I__.ar}d
Revenue Manual regarding sett]emcnttof' fisheries and we 1nsst
that the fisherics shounld not go to middleman. But I know
many cases where fisheries have actually gone to middlemen.

ven when the fishery has not gone to a middleman, the mai
with whom it has been settled has become a victim of some

middlemen for his lack of f; a v o
Under the fishery 1f'ulces0 et

should be given in segyl; : : [ the
etthi fishermen O
scheduled castes. UnEbrng fisheries 1o actual fish

Lt .. heduled cast
people who are actual ﬁsherl?]t;r{y aiﬁojér;) f‘p;lg;: aifd if Govern
ment really wants to implement the rule these fishermen should
be helped by way of loans immediately the settlement is given
against the profit they will derive for the fishery. If such people
approach the Government for loan immediately on gettll’lﬁ
settlement Government, should be lenient in granting loans an

thus help these people. A settlement holder has to pay one-fourth
of the money immediately and another one-fourth within seven
days. What happens is this : he has not got money, so he goes to

it isclearly laid down that preference
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money lender, who extracts from him the maximum benefit—a
share in the fishery plus a huge amount of interest. So, if our
rules are really meant to give relief to actual fishermen,
loans should be advanced to them.

Now, Sir, another important point is with regard to the
settlement of fisheries with actual fishermen. Sir, amongst the
Hindus the scheduled caste people are generally considered to
be actual fishermen, though all scheduled caste people are not
fishermen Amongst the Muslims, there are also actual fishermen,
who are doing this business, but they do not belong to the sche-
duled castes.So, they do not get any preference. The rules
should be so amended that actual Muslim fishermen also should
get benefit of these rules. Then, Sir, recently there have been
many complaints from the Lakhimpur district and the Hon.
Revenue Minister knows about that. In one case I know of a
lady who wanted to have a fishery settledby the Government with
her. That lady came to the Minister and the Minister asked for
a report from the district officer, but the district officer did not
send the report, and in the meantime the Fishery Officer sold
the fishery in question. Sir, for want of report that lady had to
pay higher amount and she may perhaps come up for remission.
Sir, I quite appreciate that Government should call for the re-
port from the District Officers before settlements, but my point
15 that the district officers should be prompt in sending their
reports when such reports properly are necessary for such urgent
work. Atleast, Sir, these things should be finished before auction
takes place. Also, Sir, I have received a report regarding the
Dibrugarh Fishery Co-operative Society. This Co-operative So-
ciety applied for  remission because the Brahmaputra fisheries
and other fisheries settled with that Co-operative Fishery Society
could not do well because of the floods and erosion.” Sir, this
Fishery Society consists of about 200 families of actual fisher-
men, they live on it. Even this matter was sent to the Minister
In-charge and even the Chief Minister was approached for it,

he Minister incharge asked fora report from the Deputy Com-
Missioner and the Deputy Commissioner asked for the report from
the Sub-Deputy Collector who sent three reports, but even then
Up till now no report was received by the Government about this.
Ir, when some people want some relief or when they demand
¢ertain, things these things should be done promptly, beeause
Justice de layed is justice denied, and for that the people are
Suffering. There is another case, Sir. In Dibrugarh there is g
s.herynamely Tongani ; the Deputy Commissioner has tagged it
With another fishery and has given settlement of that fishery also
to the same party. ‘T'his fishery could have been settled with the
fferent parties, therefore, there has been deprivation of revenue
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to the State Exchequer. 1 would request the Minister ins
charge to see that in this business when some fisheries are settled
they should be settled with the actual fishermen and that no
monopoly should be created, and no one should take the advan-
tage alone, these fishermen should live and so Government should
consider the question of settling the fisheries with the actual
fishermen, and not to settle with a particular family as reported
in Dibrugarh that a particular family has been given settle-
ments of a number of fisheries. That ‘is a malpractice. I request
Government specially the Minister in-charge, to take these
points into consideration #
Shri BIMALA KANTA BORAH :—Mr, Speaker, Sir, I have =
heard Mr. Goswami’s specch and I find that the remedy suggested
by him will be worse than the disease. Sir, his first point 1s that *
1n some cases fisheries are sold at lower prices in auction sales. 3
There may be cases like that. Sir, I have expericnce of the i
sale o_f fisheries, specially in the district of Nowgong where some 5
fisheries were sold at a price double than that of the previous year. ==
I can cite one or two instances of other districts also. Sir, 1n the
Darrang district one of the Brahmaputra fisheries was previously
settled at a price of Rs.2] ,000, but last year price of that very
ﬁshcry went up to Rs.56,000. T have got a report from the dis-
trict of Lakhimpur that in Dibrugarh one fishery which was sold
II)revu?us}y at Rs.8,000 has been setiled at Rs.14,000 this year.
ra?l(;rntﬁth,lc:tk?‘ig?--c'n? more instances. S.ir, it. cannot be said gesl{‘:‘
this argumc.m(ltl-‘}lcs-z}‘r? sq_ld at lower prices in auction s:}lcs. :)I;
e 1at ]1_511(:1.103 are sold at lower prices n auc.tl 5
g e i: a}gp 1'ed i all cases. l’ggplc gencrally take grt;xd
R ng. Jdg for fisherics. There may be flood,fathe
B, Sd ers dr}d these may affect the fishing income 0 5
iy Tllll(; m casc‘othuor shops, they are sold by tCI'ldell: S}’Ol‘
S 1”:08.;‘0 (IiUICS and procedures for the s)alc ~of lquof
v i tlfxesgg O not take great risk in them. But in casﬁder
e on ren?-ndnm be done generally by rules and so tlean‘
Goswami, is thatcﬁzl' fAno_thcr point raised by my Friend, tal
e e fisheries should be settled with thfi ac 5
Sir Mr. G quite agree_. But, Sir,itis a (uestion of revenue.
’ . oswaml wants that Government should advance
money then and there to the lessee who cannot deposit their
carnest money, that is not a practical proposition. If a fishery
3s sold for Rs.56,000 and suppose the first instalment is Rs.7.000
and the lessee cannot deposit the money, the Government will
have to advance the money according to Mr, Goswami...

. Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: I mean those fisherics
which are sold not more than Rs.7,000, .
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Shri BIMALA KANTA BORAH: Even then, Sir, the -
principle will be same. Government will have to advance the
money to those who cannot deposit the first instalment, and
after some time the Government may be required to engage -
their own fishermen as well to realise the debt. In such cases,
Sir, Government stand to lose. It is a very risky business for
Government to advance money in such cases, and it may also be
that in future the fishermen will ask the Government to run
their business in view of the loan.

With these words, Sir, I oppose the Cut Motion.

Shri MAHADEV DAS : 515l 947% J0zieq wiiq faral 1 w=a 7S
Ste Tl cHEIE (wLa AE TZEI T A et 61 ot wifig oty A%
e eel (Rralaiel |tpad FTa | FAG S e[ sadcared sats A fAifs
SiF @i GIBAY Ceuld FACE OIF TH AR A I[N RN AT
e a7 @l IV ICA 0 RATS IR TS qQiB gT91 I93 dfw
Qdfe “qs i A @D TerS AR Sw @@ sty WA w3
Atz @7 999 (A SR T |0 FFR FEA 7w RAlw SRS
AgEatm  TERIEE (A TR i OIF IE (8 SIS  HO\ BF 4T T4
FfAsa [ awa@ FE-GIT 6T e afr 42 @ 81 wIWIAT
WMYE DT (ST csoratea A fFrasm 1 IWIW I :

qupr  AcElT (98 (FE @ AR oS Terim Iy AIHS
o g Hfpe SIS M@ I AW AT Bt gl iR ASH WG
G e g ATESTS SIS A ST Ay A T 3w s
S afy s ¥4 Bp6 (T TgE AT AN SIF WA (98 CART I
neS ¢z An AT (98 ENF tafoute wlg (Aait NG 319 2heetacz Tig Jaly
o T (@8 @FF AL FHIS ST IR i 4fE i fiteg 98
At o qETC AGY VM FE @92 AT AT U I )
fettet cosca (Faa A 7? wley MW FEI1 98 AFH “AyeR”
e g iy ATE | ECD FEIT S gemama ik Buls
TG WA | SErEFE wfala @ta | Wy e Pivs ot weeita

@fs catm i FA N

qiat @R A BEE Ay TW A B
iz eTsl | S €F P IgmART fowIe WA el Ay TN ond
q | cogratT STl AR

wiF TEE 8 @ T I AN O3B wFistiEs wzn IR wify
ories wwcal IE@ A @y Ffg werdn wiA TS | CIRTa (I
ctom frgld) AZaCal TS 4R 9 (G AN T | e ARET Ngas
At gl ACF, (12 ([IF R I AR A TIeNNT FTT @
atls czgtad A7 @47 TZET BIF 6T (T AL | (T TIF I czng
3fF AT FA?

cita caltEta Mg REd TIFT AtMA 99Tl OiF  Imiky gde 9%
dofg @iqcd ZAlT ofF T ARCH B 9T QBCR 4B TN 1 o8
g N EE @@ o R (T SISLFS T TrACT @R w4 @ISl
ofe difeT 3F PP on | FiRd B ATRIE el carats o e 2
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Az v g aAwe  cdtm  Iw wtw @w ST oitatca | wlT FET 0 @2
iR iEiar) gt At s Afra Sta 7i3 +4 77 | q17 T w3 39T bR
fifF +faz atatfy 7 wiea® wze® =% afba atfila | o wtacd Lk
T8I QFAAT 7%7 AT 9l AP FA ZrACT Al @taT % _AE 39
MR AFT FAIG 23 A FT cdttw | afw wiaE citatdl et
FCEA T @AFA TS UG AW TYRAA EFEF o @7 e coreA
CIR (T F A2 7 *fa3 MfArh zeda F1A4 Aadicasta oy »s zwae «f
TG BAFICA 2A ZTT 7 | WF 92 FNCH 1414 77 @i wa (o Aaqoaees
AT TR ANT AT 20F 77y FFIT WL Ny A e 32 I
AR @ ©FT q@RT FA da aw MaArw wwg ws 3dm % AFa
s %5 AR 7za @133 3737 TR At @F e 73 FE A |

9w et e 9 Tifs 2 fam e a7 Iramas als difEd
AT 9SYTS zach1 4ifer HMfafea = o Gt ceta wifer dAfes
czfee | fiteg SIS dadtaces @ st atsrs e ataza 9in @l
CbZ i z9 citata st wtAcd @ Aty S LG T S TICE T 3 o
M2 438 Ffq3 Alfs | o1F Face G2 e @ =@EA qIEbIT  Fifeq
M2 CaC @97 7wz ang @x ot GF 9@ 9m a5 A
gfﬁ 3% 7137 mantaa gfRaE ctderz coe catea wifags) 97 za 3@ Gl
¢m |

9% AT FRAL Az AT csda FET  AlvHa facataie =M@ g
F@dr AaIN I

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURI : Sir, I want to
give some information. The statement of my Friend is
absolutely incorrect that there is no fisherman amongst the
Muslirn Community. In my own district, there are considerable
number of Muslim fishermen who are called ‘Mahimal’. In
fact, the District Congress Committee of Silchar, represented
to the Backward Classes Commission for inclusion of these people
as backward people.

Mr. SPEAKER: Among Assamese, probably there is
no Muslim fishermen. That is what he said.,

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Mr, Speaker, Sir,
my Friend Shri Ranendra Mohan Das has cast an insinuation
against the Government by stating that in the matter of
settlement of fisheries there is Patronising and f: avouratism, both
at the district as well as at the Government levels. T am
sorry, Sir, my Friend has again made an irresponsible
remark which is far from truth. There i not the least
justification for making a remark like that. It is an allegation
which is without any basis and it s absolutely untrue.
My Friend is making reference of a case that was decided
by the Supreme Court. What happend is this: A part of
the Brahmaputra TFishery in the Darrang District was settled
with an up-country man by Government. Some time before
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the settlement. Government received a petition of a Co-operative
Society belonging to actual fishermen. That petition was sent to
the Deputy Commissioner for his report as to whether that So-
ciety was a registered one and whether it was formed by actual
fishermen. For a long time the report {rom the District did
not come and in the meantime the fishery was settled with
the other party. But within a few days of the settlement,
the report of the Deputy Commissioner was received by
the Government which showed that the Society had been
actually formed by the fishermen. The Deputy Commissioner also
recommended that as that Co-operative Society was formed by
the actual fishermen that fishery may be settled with that
Society. As I have stated above, in  the meantime the
fishery, in the absence of the report from the Deputy Com-
missioner, had been settled with the other party and on
receipt of the Deputy Commissioner’s report which reached
Government within a few days of the settlement, Govern-
ment considered that probably Government would be justi-
fied to reopen and review the case in view of the new
materials supplied by the .DcPuty Commissioner. In accordance
with the recommendation of the Deputy Commissioner,
Government reviewed the case and cancelled the settlement
of the fisherv with tllc_ other party and settled the same
with the Co-operative Society., The matter was taken to the
High Court where Government lost the case. Government
then preferred an appeal to the Supreme Court. Govern-
ment considered tbat it has inherent right to review a case
in view of the new materials available in support of the
case. To say that 1t was nepotism and favouratism is quite
unjustified and......

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Are we to understand
that the judgment of the Supreme Court is also unjustified.? (At
this stage the Speaker left the Chamber and the Deputy Speaker
presided)

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): No, I am not
challenging the judgment of the Supreme Court. What
I mean to say is that the allegation made by my Friend
Shri Das, is quite unjustified. I am not criticising the judg-
ment of the Supreme Court. That is for the hon. Mem-
bers to decide whether Government cares for law .or not,
I am only placing the facts, Sir. I am not questioning the
right of the Supreme Court, but I am only placing the
facts that 1n these circumstances a review was ordered
which the Supreme Court stated that the Assam Govern-
ment was not entitled to review the case and the Assam
Government did not care for the law. For this it will be
seen that the Government had passed an order in favour
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of a co-operative society of fishermen and against any in-

dividual and from this it does not follow that Government
is actually showing any favouratism to any person. Govern-
ment wanted to do what was considered recasonable by
Government in the matter of sctilement of this fishing and
there is no case of favouratism or nepotism. My Friend has
taken advantage of his privileged position in the House
and has made such an irresponsible statement which is
hardly warranted.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: If1 am irresponsible,
then the Supreme Court is also irresponsible. @tfi f ataa w4 2afs ?
Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): The Supreme
Court’s order is not challenged by any one. Sir, what my
‘Friend has characterised in his allegaticn is not correct. The
Supreme Court never stated things like that and it never
stated that it was a casc of nepotism or favouritism. How
can there be a case of nepotism when the Socicty itself
belonged to actual fishermen. This is really an irresponsible
statement. The Supreme Court cannot say this is a case
of nepotism and that is why my Friend, taking advantage
of his privileged position, has made such irresponsible utter-
ances which are absolutely baseless.
. Then about Kushira Fishery, my Friend said that it is not
being sold for several years. Sir, part of this fishery falls in the
.Indl.ar.l Uplgn and the other half falls in Pakistan and the line of
Partition 1s in the mid-strecam. Unless there is some sort of set-
tlemient between the two Dominions, this fishery cannot be
settled. What we wanted to do was not agreed to by the
'Domlnlon of Pakistan. This time an agreement has been
arrived at by the two countries with regard to this fishery.

Shri RANENDRAMOHAN DAS : I do not charge Govern-
Hiént. .I also wanted that this should be sold.

Shri MOTII.{AM BORA (Minister): This will be
sold when there is an agreement between the two countries
and a settlement has been made with the Pakistan Dominion.
And as a result the 'ﬁshery will be sold in due course.
| Now, Sir, my Friends, Mr., Goswami and Mr. Bhatta-
charyya, have stated that in the matter of settlement of
fishery it is the poor who generally do not get due consi-
'deranon and the fishery generally goes to the middlemen’
‘I do not deny that the fishery goes to the middlemen. But
1t 1Is Inevitable for various reasons. Sir, there are big fisheries
like the Brahmaputra Fishery and you have also heard
Sir, what my TFriend, Mr. Bimala Bora has said that a small
part of the Brahmaputra fishery was sold for Rs. 56 000 (fifty six
thousand). How can- the poor fishermen, the actual fisher-
men of our country, be able to take up scttlement of
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such big fisheries? That is the reason why we are encouraging
formation of Co-operative Societies and the Government policy
in this matter is to encourage Co-operative Society. As a matter
of fact we have also provided that if Co-operative
Society of actual fishermen and individual fishermen take up
the settlement, they will get at 10 per cent less. Qur in-
tention is for the formation of Co-operative Societies by actual
fishermen, then only it will be possible for them to take ‘up
fishery but we do not find adequate response from them. When-
ever we find that such Societies are formed, we are giving
due consideration to them. The other day a report from the
Deputy Commissioner, Tezpur had stated, that a Co-opera-
tive Society las taken lease of the Brahmaputra fichery and
the society is doing really good work and on that report the
fishery lease has been extended for 5 years. We are really
giving duc consideration to such Societies but as aiready
stated such response is rot forthcoming in adequate manner.
As a matter of fact, these fishermen are not so much edu-
cated as to form and run such institutions. Therefore, these
people have not been able to take advantage of the Govern-
ment policy. But, then my request to members is  that
we should help formation of the Co-operative Societies as
without that it will not be possible to avoid fisheries going to
the hands of the middiemen or intermediaries because such
things do need a lot of money and the poor people cannot
take advantage of it and it cannot be helped at present.
Again my Friend, Mr. Goswami, suggested that why not
Government give help these people with loans? In that
case, the people will again have to furnish security and
they will need a very big amount of money.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: I pointed out one thing.
Certain amount of money is to be paid in cash and the balance
of the settlement fee by way of security. Very often the
Deputy Commissioners or Subdivisional Officers take landed
property as security and they insist on certain portion in cash.
Why it may be possible to give loan on security and why it may
not be possible to give cash? So far as cash amount is concern-
ed, Government should give due consideration.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): I do not believe
that these poor men will be able to furnish adequate security.
But it is the desire of the Government to encourage formation of
Co-operative Sccieties and if really such societies are formed
and if they want to undertake such kind of work, they can raise the
Money among themselves and take loan from Government also.

ow can Government advance money to the people without
adequate security? That is a matter to be considered. It will
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not be in the interest of public revenue to advance money
without security to anybody. Therefore, Sir, I do wish that in
the matter of settlement of fisheries these people should get due
consideration, but then poor people as they are, they cannot take
advantage of the provision. I hope my Friends will try to help
formation of such societies so that our actual fishermen may get
the advantage out of it. My Friend, Mr.Goswami, has suggested
that so far as the auction of fisheries is concerned, he feels,
free auction is not generally to be had. Somectimes it may
happen like that because auctions are done in such a way that
there is a big congregation of many people and the result is that
the highest bidder’s'name may not be recorded and the second
man may be regarded as the highest bidder and, therefore, the
highest bidder does not get the bid. Things may happen like
that and I quite realise it. But how to cure that ? )

Now Sir, my Friend suggested that to avoid that mistake
why Government do not introduce a system of tender ar_ld
settle fisheries through a tender system ? 1 am afraid, Sir,
that will not be helpful because our experience is that if
fisheries are settled by a tender system, the fishery revenue
will go down. The fishery revenue as my Friend, Mr. Gos-
wami, said, has gone down every year. 1 feel that if this
i1s done through tender system, the fishery revenue will still
go down because the spirit of compettiion and the heat
generated through open competition in the case of big auc-
tions will be lacking and the result will be, as I have
already said, decrease in the fishery revenue. <o, it is not possi-
ble to accept that suggestion from the point of view of revenue
consideration also.

Now, Sir, my Friend, Mr. Goswami, has mentioned to me
about some anomalies in the settlement of fisheries in Dibrugarh.

I do realise that such anomalies do happen.  But we must
find the cause forit. As a matter of fact there is a complaint
from our Members that the Deputy Commissioners generally
do not give their reports in time, But this ijs not the case only
in fishery matters, it happens in other matters as well. Sometimes
there are inordinate delays about something to be done at a
certain time but which Could not be done on account
of the absence of a report from the Deputy Commissioner
as in the case of this fishery which had to be put to auction.
For the above reason of absence of report in time, Sir,
things do happen in this way. That is why  Government
feel that something should be done in this regard. The
other day I passed an order that a circular should be
issued to all District Officers that if such things continue,
serious notice will be taken by the Government. But then
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one thing can also be said in support of our District Offi-
cers. They are much over worked now-a-days. Again the
Deputy Commissioners have to ask for report from the
Sub-Deputy Collectors and the Sub-Deputy Collectors have
again to collect materials from their subordinates—in this
way things pass from man to man and by the time the
report reaches the Government, it had already taken a long time.
In this way, sometimes delays cannot be avoided. But
Sir, Government have taken note of this and we are taking
steps to remedy these anomalies as best as we can.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: In the matter of
settlement of fisheries, the cases of Muslim fishermen should
also be considered.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): This question
needs proper consideration whether the concession which is
shown to the Scheduled Caste people, namely the rebate
of 10 per cent. Can also be extended to others. As I said,
this matter will be examined and it is not a matter which
can be replied offhand by me, Sir. I can assure my
Friends that their suggestions will be taken into consideration.

With these observations I would request my Friend to
withdraw his Cut Motion.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Bhattacharyya, are you
withdrawing it ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: No Sir.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The question is that the provi-
sion of Rs.3,400 under Grant No. 2, Major head-7—Land Reve-
nue, Minor head —E—charge on account of Fishery Collections
(Total), at page 8 of the Budget be reduced by Re. 1,ie.,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 81,83,400 do stand
reduced by Re. 1. .

(The Cut Motion was negatived)

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Mr. De-
puty Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the provision of
R5.10,62,000 under grant No. 2, Major Head 7—Land Revenue
Minor head—F—Survey, Settlement and Record Operation,
Sub-head (b) Settlement Operations (total), at page 11 of the
Budget, be reduced by Re. 1, i e, the amount of the whole
grant of Rs. 81,83,400 do stand reduced by Re. 1.

Sir, I want by this Motion to criticise the Government
policy in the matter of conversion of annual Pattas into
Periodic. Sir, in a Government publication of 1953, namely
the Report on Land Revenue Administration of Assam for the
year 1950-51, we find that there are 6,77,379 estates settled
on the basis of annual Pattas and these estates covered a total
of 17,056,200 acres of land. So this problem of land covered
by these Pattas is indeed a colossal one, And this problem
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does not confine to one or a few districts alone. It is theye in alf
the plains districts. Ior example, in Cachar there are as

many
as 10,101 such estates and they cover 18,289 acres. In
Goalpara—18.,949 such estates coverinzy 36,253 acres. In

Kamrup—1,86,678 estates and the acreage covered is 4,77,790,
In Darrang the number of estates is 1,19,212 and the
acreage covered is 7,31,063. [n Nowgong, the number
of estates is 1,31,315 and acreage is 3 56,945 In Lakhimpur
the estates are 12,088 and the acreage is 3,92,268 and lastly;
Sibsagar—1,10,026 estates and the acreage is 2, 20,016,  So
we see that the problem is indeed a very big and extensive one,

With regard to conversion of these annual Patta lands mto
periodic Pattas g2 great deal has been said and discussed on
floor of this House. I, therefore, do not propose to take much
time of the House on this issue, The only point that I woul?
like. to stress is that,  as a . result of the G()\.,(‘,-m.ncnts
lethargetic policy—if there js at all any policy, of conversion of
these lands into periodic, the peasants have suffered very
heavily, specially in the hands of corrupt officers and the
Land Records staff, It might be said that the people are always
free to tome to the law court or write to the Deputy Coml_‘ﬂlS-
sioner or to the local Government against such corruption.
Everyone of us know that these things rcally do not give
much relief to the people, because after all the lengthy proce-

dure of the law court is too costly for the village people.
Morecover, a P€asant who is at the mercy of the Mandal or
Kanangoo or Sub-Deputy C

! ollector for his Patta cannot well
afford to be holq cnough to go and report against him to the
higher officer or to he court because he knows that if he
submits g Teport against the Mandal then next year on one
Or another plea he wil] be

deprived of the land for which he
olds annual Patta this year. Those

peasants are completely
at the mercy of. the corrupt Land Record staffs. I do not say
that all the Land R

ecord staffs are corrupt, but there are some
who are corrupt,

ntil and unless ‘2 peasant feels that he is the master of
the land which he (:ulttip

: vates, he does not get the stamina, he
does not have the incentive and interest to develop that land
by manuring or by any other m

eans, because he knows that
might so happen that having
seen the value of his land, the Land

: Records staff might under
this or that plea transfer the 1

i ¢ land to some other people by
getling greater amount of bribes. For the security and also

for the Improvement of the land it. 15, therefore, necessary that

he ShOUld be given the ncc'essary rlght, impetus and encourage-
ment,

-

o i
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In the present society a man has got a many-sided life and
at times he needs borrow money and he has to go to different
individuals for loans for this or that purpose. Some times
he has got to purchase bullocks and it is not easy for a cultiva-
tor to do so with his own money and so he has (o take loan
irom others even for a temporary period. But so far as private
loan is concerned, nobody will give loan to a cultivator if he
cannot keep as security either gold or land. Now-a-days our
cultivators have no yold. Whatever they had, they sold it during
the difficult days in the post-war period. So faras land is
concerned, they have no periodic Patta for it and so they
cannot keep their-land as security and thus they have no
credit in the market. From all these points of view there is
no reason why this system of annual Patta should not be
converted into periodic Patta. Of course there was a time
when there was influx of outsiders into our State and the
Government took the plea to issue annual Patta to those people
in order to check the influx as it was thought necessary to do so,
But I do not think thatsuch a policy should be followed even
now,

One particular community has suffered most in the four
Districts of Goalpara, Kamrup, Darrang and Nowgong and it
is the Muslims. Many of them are born here and they are not
actuaily getting any right over their land. Moreover, in spite of
the fact that from 1947 there is no such thing as influx of immi-
grant outsiders there still exists the artifical and in famous limit-line
of 1938 making the poor ex-Mymensingia peasants easy victims at
the hands of the Land Revenue staff. I do not know whether
Government has given any such direction of differentiation or
Whether the policy of discrimination making 1938 artificial limit
line is still prevalent in the four districts mentioned by me
As a matter of fact, the Muslim peasants in particular have been
suffering a great deal. There should be no such discrimination
in this State of ours against any section of people simply because
of their religion, caste or race and it is unconstitutional too,

Then, Sir, we also appreciate that there are some people
whose land should not be made periodic, for example, those

People who are not actually cultivators. There are people who
have more than enough land under annual and periodic Pattas,
It will be better if the Government cancel their annual Pattas,.
But what do we see in reality? We see that actual peasant’s
annual Pattas are not converted into periodic Pattas whereas
the annual Pattas of the big landlords are converted into
beriodic Pattas. I can give many instances of this sort and the
inister-in-charge of Revenue also knows about it, Shri

Kamakhya Ram Barua, a landlord and a leading Advocate of
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Gauhati had some annual Patta lands at Pandu and Jhalukbari
Y bore the University is now situated z_m(l IZISL. year he got all
those annual Patta lands converted into periodic Patta lands.
This was the reply giver by the Revenue Minister last year
in reply to a question put in the Assembly. 11|1{:n again, one
Shri Tarini Das who is the owner of the paper ‘Shantidut’ and
a press named “Saglhana Prg:ss and also a Cinema Hall and
who got an industrial loan of one lakh. seventy thousand rupees,
got his annual Patta land converted into periodic Patta land. A
rich lady also got her annual Patta land converted into pcrlOdlC
Patta land. One Shri Mohini Goswami, who entertained us,
the Members of the Assembly with tea last year got his land
converted in periodic land and his brother at Gauhati, Shri
Kamala Kanta Goswami, who is known to be a friend of the
Revenue Minister got his land converted into periodic land.
Next, one Up-country Brahmin named Sri Brindeswami Prasad
Upadhaya of Kumarikata and who is a friend of the Transport
Minister got 199 bighas of annual Patta land converted into

periodic land.
Shri GAURI SANKAR ROY : sig=ta az=e catdl st c4fs ¥4

T cz4 |

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: So, all
these landlords who are mostly Brahmins and are not cultivators,
got their annual Patta land converted into periodic land but
the actual tillers, the Muslims in particular, who have been
hard hit, could not get their annual Patta land converted into
?ﬁﬂodl?_land- Our peasants of Naharkatia can be evicted by
Sirﬁp}sm};??a 'A (g _C. from their land without co.mp_cnsatl?ln
e y use their land hasg not b(_—:cn made periodic. If the
would have been made periodic they would have got
Some compensation.
S0, With regard to conversion of annual Patta into

periodic Patta, Government has been following a pernicious
policy,

Therefore, Sir, I ¢ 1 the
acccﬂance of the House.mrmnend R
r DEPUTY SPEAKER : Cut i is that the
provision of Rs, 10,62,000 under érarlx[ Olt\lr?f 2m01¥/163§01: head—
{—Land Revenue, Minor head-—F. —Survey ’ Settlement and
Record Operation, Sub-head () Settlement (5perations (total),
at page 11 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1, i. ¢., the
gmcliuntlof the whole grant of Rs. 81,883,400 do stand reduced
y Re. 1.
Shri DHAI}ANIDHAR BASUMATARI : =tadfts 9%
qezird, Al SEibtaT stefialz Ak T4 7wy 2 e wife 4f, G2
fagen it fReIS F3@eim aifge, fre b1 ofaled st sRcde aitg @7

|
|
|
'i
?
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FAANAG AAfT@ | wdte P @ faeg TR @eear [{eoE Sig
Tiealem Ff[@wg, 2 IEIea B ¥ty | el 3R WARE {93
Fdhrz 12 @ity I g =3

ICTA, QAR QFERm B AfTEid Ateirdte Fh 2ES @ & |
Q% ¢*6) 724 [FAITE wNr ¥ @terea oifs s o b [Rats
e ABta  “AfeET I@lcs slatfia aite R e Fi¥EE 136 o
BI 927 | MAITS ;BT AT 0 A4fh I aed aue Yo\ BIIN HTS oy,
BF @O\ BFR 512T D00\ B WIF coo\ BFIA 31IRG »,000\ BFNe Fifp W
afem g w19 29 fem 9E7 @b 79Myis Bex 39 dita | TSI IAREAT
Rz qeaa catFnFeas b it g | 1 ol Tt fSots oA
T[T A1F'e Gltg | @fF 7197 (At IR waify Hi%wa e awca I
o s =T AT &2 I3 i, ¥ fRate  o=es off fofscs
A a7t “fts convert FfRX a1rat |

92 (FPTS AT (OIS AAT  WIAS T (AR e oHRem 1 wEe
TS e F1ACd (SALS IW atA @b qB ofr g (2HE) @1F @i
G Bt et @R 1 (2HfR)

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Mr. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, I have also a Cut Motion, but I do not want to take the
time of the House by moving that Cut Motion. I only propose
to make a few observations on the Motion moved by my Friend,
Shri Bhattacharyya. Sir, he has given figures from various
districts as published In the report on Land Revenue Adminis-
tration of Assam, and these figures are very telling. Itis not
a fact that the Annual Patta system is in vogue only in a
particular area of our State. The other day, I also quoted
figures published in the Survey Report of Sibsagar where it is
stated that 23 per cent of lands in Sibsagar district is annua]
Patta land.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Are they held by
non-Assamese. This shows there 1s no discrimination.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : I am not raising any
communal questions. 1 donot look at the problem from that
angle,

5 I have also found that about 17 lakh acres of land are held
as annual Patta lands from which we get 31 lakhs of rupees.
When speaking on the general Budget, I spoke that we should try
to increase our inelas.tlc source of revenue, 7. e., land revenue
and I am sure, if we convert these annual Patta lands into
periodic Patta lands, people will pay more as revenue and some
money will come as premia. Sir, generally the objections raised
against coverting annual lands into periodic ones is that
without fixing a ceiling on holding, if we covert annual Pattag
Into periodic ones some people who are in possession of annual
Pattas will get more as compensation if We want to take the
excess amount of land from them. And this has been said to
us since the time when in 1953 for the first time we moved an

N\
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amendment to the Governor’s address from this side of the
House. Since that time this question of conversion of annual
Pattas to periodic ones has reccived added importance. Now
that a tentative decision has been taken regarding ceiling on
holdings yet we do not find any step being taken for (‘.ﬂnVClS.iOB
of annuzl lands into periodic ones. Sir, except in the districts
of Kamrup and Nowgong, in other districts where there is no
immigrants there we will find it is not held in such quantity as
to cross the limit that we have visualised as the ceiling on S
holding. Sir, my Friend, Basumatari, spoke about kutcha
Mahals and spoke that tribal people may be affected. I am
quite aware of the conditions of the tribal people. In any ].and
reforms, two tests are to be fulfilled, 7. e., (1) we should retorm
the existing structure so as to give lands to the actual tillers,
and in this connection I was reading a very illuminating book
by Shri Karuna Mukherjee on land reforms. He has dealt
there elaborately on the question of land reforms in India and
said there that two tests of land reforms are—(1) is to give lands
to actual tillers of land to give them the real right over Ia}lds,
and (2) the assurance that in future they will not be deprived
of their lands. My Friend, Basumatari, is concerned with the =
second point, i. e., that these lands should not go out of the
hands of the tribal people. I know of cases where annual Pattas
have been transferred against law and it has not been possible to
annual Patta holders to come to the court and take the help of
lszx;. rf,\:;nrlfwg‘ refer this to Government, Government ‘:h
systflz)m gnnuerlnlf): ics lic elsewhere. So, Sir, to-day cven under tli
maintain tha battag. are being transferred, and  there also
at by maintaining the annual Pattas we do not give
any special benefit to the tribal people. What 1s wanted 18
conversion of annual Pattas into periodic Pattas not only 1
tribal arcas but every where. The fear raiscd by Shri Basumatarl
‘iar;rze fgl?gcd by proper 1egislations regarding lgnd alicr}atlon;
S i rcx)ts ng;_r z}xlt tht}s question from :the sta:ndpomt of C}lltga{-\?ﬂ‘
Bhattachar;;ya %ﬁ' ore I support this Motion of my Friend, o
these annual 'landls Eide burmp g (probiemy Hh Baee e eat
e S into periodic oncs, there will be a gr
petu improvement of land by the people as in that case
they will themselves be the owners of lands and they will get
more help both in the form of cash loan and otherwisc.
. With these words I support the Motion moved by my
Friend, Shri Bhattacharyya. ;
Shri JADAB CHANDRA KHAKHLARI: =@ wefi®
MBI AMAET TACE wHtnigmiy we | AT AN @i Aterg I b S
AT 2% BfEn | 9% wgeg atfga @3 s AR sars saetam @ O
@% faf 74 901 I rtaifa afre 98 F9 AT (A—a3 TS, T2EH T
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chigel 49 iae Radim sl |@iers e 9ifdE g9 e S+ fe

ez Thrg | 12 FRE, @2 TR difaT TeaE IS X IR 9T
T 5AFIET FTETT | 9T AIIHTS TZ @F FYY Orgd IR N @, aFIR
fFals, Tac,fAq 9ow w2ty s Ra A e ang | yyore AR A T
qFq AT IS Gty GIF yrier AR 9wy | HAive Fif HitfR, wTeE
BAFIA \@pAT Wit Flams 5IFIT o Ve At TE @, TEiECE, i
747 Ff3 Igfa dteq givty & 9ttg 1 E1F et Fiow TMIRT  CFIE RIERIT
SR gAqE AT | FRY @R [EAIF 9FEAE qF 1 9 ¥ 9IF5W ;B
es TS gHIe Aifr sfEa2 alftitg—sta otd st 32 7 73 ¢t
g2 AT TaEIS QI BT @ole Tz WY I q9F QrF I
FE oi7 W9T @AfSIF reRa 9 TAwtas 9m AR IfFae WIR IR
TZH | 1% FMAC AW, qIErS O i AfeTF AFAT IV IIW
Fleat= @20 c3ATTA @T TF TI A4F 7 Aledt | I, TRAF e
afsm ‘afi=wiasicaa aq’ [olface—a? Fates oft ARG o o wift
48 Aifsra G2 [@1F Iz T 44 AR I GiEY 9wsam
TaEichta 512 Wifw gl wF T

ST 2159 GlF @Bl Fd 9T AFT T fTAa AiS  FifSdtal  TRTE
0205 cow SfEmtaca 0937 oAttt 1 [{alT M whie ’fess
TFE ofal cacg 12 AT I gvsTim (fF Resm U W csmEa
9% Tz fREtes @ur 10T ofFfm 23 3 2 /e @ e
92 Fq feate, Real@ @@ w9 IGEER AF v MR 9% a3
@At gt 12 Flacd Tata 1fE fTpaes stefw ) whsca 9inig sawie
T fafzs waw <@ SRR dfers wgag 914 aw | Reises 18
Wgs s WIF ASTE-SINGT TR IS APTFS (PRI o e
ciFT, B @t Bl ciEla @ ETm AFR T 9fs ey m@
Ffagtsr wiferes 8 |

Shri MAHENDRA NATH DEKA : Mr. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, I stand here to oppose the Cut Motion moved by Mr. Bhat-
tacharyya. Mr. Bhattacharyya has cited number of estates
covered by annual Patta and the corresponding number of bighas

covered by each estate, but he has not cited the number of estates

or the area covered by them, which are under periodic Pattas.
Now, Sir, so far as my information goes, and so far as I
have been able to work out from the revenue figures of Rs.2
Crores 25 lakhs the revenue per bigha, in average, being eleven
annas, it is found that 3 crores 50 lakhs bighas of land are
settled by Government ; of this only 50 lakh bighas are under
annual Patta while nearly 3 crores bighas are covered by periodic
Pattas. Thus we find that only 15 per cent. of settled land
1S under annual Patta and 83 per cent. under periodic Patta.
Again , Sir, if I remember aright, as many as 10 lakh bighas
of land have been settled by this Government within the last
four years with landless people and for rehabilitation of refugees
and eroded persons. If we subtract these 10 lakh bighas,
we get only 40 Iakh bighas under annual Patta, which comes
to 12 per cent. of the total settled land, Then, Sir, this land
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which is under annual Patta is mostly in non-cadastral villages ;
that means, this land is not properly classified. properly sur-
veyed or properly assessed and unless and  until there is some
sort of regular settlement operations it is not desirable that
these annual Pattas should be converted into periodic Pattas. 1
have no objection to convert annual Pattas lying within the
cadastral villages, but the number of such estates is very small
compared to the number of non-cadastral estates.  Without
proper classification and survey it is not desirable to convert
all the. annual Pattas into periodic ones. Government should
move 1n _thIS particular matter very cautiously, methodically and
systematically.,

With these few ds e Ve Rl ed B
Mr. Bhattacharyya.wor s, I oppose the Cut Motion mov )

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I
want to oppose this Cut Motion on the ground that it will not
g0 very far to remove the land distemper which has already
become chronic. Any quick remedy will not do, neither will
licy be able to remove all the difficulties stand

1atter should be considered de novo, so to say. Unlessa
g‘é’z}d ISteP with lmaginati_on 1s taken by the Go’vcmmcn}t,, and the
Ple co-operate unhesuatingly in giving effect to such a policy,

the problem - 3 e
: will r . e < :
1S static but ¢ €main where it is. Sir, as we know, the land

he population is increasin every year by leaps and
?}?;?;]Ii:?‘d’ thercfore, the same land V\%ill notysc¥vc the purpose0
dered in t}?_imﬂy very long. Therefore, it will have to be consi
Purpose of Shway; that the land which is still there must serve the
to su 10 the Population, to feed them, to clothe them and also
Bk BPuPdY ?t €r necessaries of life. T herefore, as I have sa}d n
must beg:ccsopee(ih’ I repeat here that ruralisation of every village
village must ]?ptlsltl ed completely. And to accomplish this every
for the blaxen asa unit for the purpose of cultivation and
Purpose of industrialisation. By industrialisation I mean
fOtt.age mdustngs_that.will Stand in time and help the cultivator’s
amily as a subsidiary income, Therefore it is a large problem
as Shri Vinoba Bhabe has given a revolutionary character to land
Government should also

cultivator in that sec in the same line, i.¢., 10
diary Proprietory right in the land. So the village must be taken
as a unit and under that unit thi§ problem should be taken Very
seriously, earnestly and with a faith to solve it,

e SRR P TR T A e

AT S
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Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Mr Deputy Spea-
ker, Sir, frankly speaking, T feel that these two Cut Motions of
Messrs. Bhattacharyya and Goswami are not at all warranted, in
view of the statement that I had made in course of my budget
speech where I had given some sort of indication that this matter
is under active consideration of Government and Government is
contemplating some action in the matter. Sir, this is a very
complicated matter, and this question is connected with various
other matters. Therefore it needs some time for the Government
to take the decision. But I can assure my hon. Friends that
the decision will be taken by Government at the earliest possible
time. In view of this I do not think that these Motions are
at all called for, but as they have brought these Motions, they
will need certain reply from me in detail.

I am quite at one with the sentiments expressed by Messrs
Bhattacharyya and Goswami about the utility of conversion of
annual lands. That will certainly give ownership to the
agriculturists over the property: they will feel that they have
got a right over the land and this will give an incentive to
their cultivation and enable them to develop their lands. This
will certainly give certamn advantages to the persons who hold
such lands. But, Sir, there are other things to be considered
along with this matter. It has to be considered why this
institution of annual land was created and retained by Govern-
ment so long. Then, Sir, we had another institution like the line
system in Assam and also we have had an institution like the
belt system in Assam and why ? The land system of Assam
is a very peculiar thing. It 1s not unknown to you, Sir, that
in our State there are certain sections of people who are very
unsophisticated and simmple minded who do not at least know
their own interests properly. There was immediate danger
of their being swamped by others. Thus to protect these
people from being swamped by others and driven to the hills,
this institution of annual land was retained, the institution
of Line System was created and the institution of belt system
is still retained in our land revenue system. So when the
question of conversion of annual land into periodic comes in,
many things have got to be considered along with that, namely
whether by allowing wholesale conversion of annual land
into periodic we will be doing justice to certain sections of our
people who cannot sometimes protect their own interests,
That will have to be considered very carefully.

Then again my Friend, Mr. Bhattacharyya, has made a
certain charge so to say against the Government that by keep-
ing the institution of annual land in Assam we are in a way
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i e sort of discrimination against the Muslim
;g;?ﬁ;?i%lg.g S?\Ta matter of fact, the answer to this (‘l‘largef
of Mr. Bhattacharyya has been provided hy' the Lvagkrhot
the Opposition who has been pleased to state in his s'p_(:tl"c 1 ltn?ll
in Sibsagar district alone there are 25 per cent. of ‘ml(dsb
held under annual lease and these lands are IN',HIF-’. he * Y
non-Muslims. That will show clearly Illflt the Patta holders
of these annual lands are not only Muslims, rather a large
number of these annuals Patta holders are non-Muslims. It lﬁ
therefore clear that not only the Muslims but people of a
communities are holding lands under this ;mpunl system. But
I do not agree that this system has no utility at all. There
was a time when it was very useful. On account of tl_lcsle
three systems which I have mentioned just now it was 13055‘1&3
to protect certain sections of our people in_our .Stat‘t‘?_. 0};
Friend, Mr. Goswami, says that by allowing ('onvcmonB t
annual land into periodic we may increase our revenue. ._u
I am sorry to say that revenue cannot be increased by a_l‘lo\fﬂ-ﬂg
conversion of annual land into periodic. Land revenue is L\Cf
on the basis of class system and by conversion the nature %
the land is not changed. Therefore revenue cannot be Increasel
by that means. OFf course, if for conversion some premium 18
fixed, that will bring some amount of revenue. That is under

- consideration at present before Government whether it would
be wise to fix certain premium and in what way., As a matter
of fact we are trying to come to a decision in this matter at
the earlist possible time. But there are other things also t0
be considered, as T have already stated before. Sir, I like to
bring to the notice of the House that in our Land Revenue

nual there are already provisions. Regarding the conver:
sion of the annual lands into periodic and that was being done
by the Deputy Commissioners and  the Sub-Deputy (‘ollectors.
But Sir, that power was taken away from the Deputy Com-
missioners and Sub-Deputy Collectors and this power is now
being exercised by the Government. Under the ]fand Revenue
Manual there are certain provisions under which the land can
be converted into periodic, but this conversion of the lands
depends upon the fact whether the land proposed to be converl:
ed was cadastrally surveyed. Tt will be very risky to allow con-
version of the lands into periodic without cadastral surveys,

+ The crops raised in that area should be some permanent kind
of crops, the crops must not be of shifting nature and also

-such areas should have fixed boundaries. Therefore, Sir, the,sfa
conditions must be fulfilled before conversion is. allowed. S‘ﬁ’
unless ' the area is cadastrally surveyed, ‘how can we ta(;

conversion of annual lands into periodic? It might be infructuou

el

b
b

”
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in future and it may lead to friction between the landlords.
Therefore, belore undertaking these things, that is con-
version of annual lands into periodic, we will have first to under-
take surveys of these areas. That work is being done and we have
ailowed surveys, to be done in many places, such as Naharp-
katiya and Kuarpur, etc. Therefore, Sir, we will have to go by a
scheme of priority. If the area is cadastrally surveyed and have
fixed boundaries with fixed kind of crops it will be easy for
Government to allow conversion of annual lands into periodic.

Sir, where these conditions are not fulfilled, it will take
some time, bacause to make a survey of a particular plot of land,
some time will always be necessary-—at least a year or six months
time will be taken for such survey. Therefore, Sir, we will have
to go and undertake these works by priority. Again the interests
of the people also will have to be taken into consideration, as my
Friend, Shri Basumatari, has given a hint, that thismay not
serve the cause of the tribals and that will also have to be
considered, and also whether in the tribal belt these things
should be allowed. At any rate, Sir, these matters are difficult
and need close examination. Of course, Sir, I am glad to
inform the hon. Members that a memorandum in this
respect has been made by- the Revenue Department which is
coming up before the Cabinet after the Session of the Assembly
is over and I hope we will be able to make some progress in this
matter. Sir, my I'riend, Mr. Goswami bhas spoken of some
legislation after conversion of the annual lands into periodic, to
prevent land alicnation.ﬁ'Om _certain section of the people,
that is, from the agriculturists to non-agriculturists.” I can
assure him that it will be considered by Government in due
course.

Sir Shri Khaklari has also spoken of one instance. He
says about a certain man holding about 16 bighas of land. Sir,
the matter was not quite clear to me, but I can say that—one
swallow does not make a summer. My Friend has also mentioned
about Naharkatiya. I have stated in this House that I have
passed orders that Naharkatia matters should be taken up in
hand in right earnest. Survey work is nearly completed, and
as soon as survey 1s completed the whole position of the
question of conversion of these lands into periodic will be
taken up in right earnest. If there is any delay, the delay is
due to the peculiar nature of surveys to be taken. Sir,  this
is a very complicated subject ; therefore, some delay is bound
to be there and it does not mean that we are not doing the
works seriously.
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My Friend, Mr. Bhattacharyya, has mentioned some
instances of some persons. Sir, I have not got to'say much in
regard to individual but so far Mr. Barua s cuna:vn%c_'(l? he
got his annual Patta lands even before the Congress regime.
About 13 bighas of this annual Patta lands are not still under
cultivation and I have already passed orders cancelling settle-
ment of his 13 bighas of land that are not under cultivation. '

Sir, regarding the lands of Mr. Goswami this is a :~uhj_cct
matter of some cases and on account of those cases not being
disposed of, no decision is taken by Government. Hence the
question of conversion of bis lands cannot now be taken up.

Therefore, Sir, from this it will be scen that there is
nothing which is not being done by Government to protect the
interest of the people in the matter of conversion of annual
lands into periodic. b

With these observations, Sir, I request both my l.-rw.ncls,
Shri Goswami and Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya, to withdraw
their Cut Motions, because they are not very necessary.
| Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : According to rules two days
are not allotted for one grant. So it may be finished now.

(After a pause)

The question is that the provision of Rs.10,62,000 under
Grant No.2, Major head—7.—I.and Revenue, Minor head—
F.—Survey, Settiement and Records Operation, Sub-head ()
Settlement Operations (total), at page 11 of the Budget, be

teduced by Re.l, 7. ¢, the 'amount of the whole grant of
R5.81,83,400 do stand r’educcd by Re.1. |

(The Cut Motion was negatived.)
= As  the time ig now up, 1 shall
¢mand. The question js -

Dess * LOAG *a “Bisky. of Rs.81,83 400 (rupces eighty-one lakhs,
elg.hFY-thl:ce thousand and four hundred) be granted to the

mister-in-charge to defray the charges which will come in
course of Payment during the year ending 31st Miarch, 1956,
for the administration ofithe head, “7—Tand Revenue’. '

(This was adopted)

now put the main

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned
Saturday, the 19th March, 1955.

Shillong :

_ S. KAR GUPTA,
The 5th January 1956, For Secretary,

Legislative Assembly, Assam.
A.G.P. (L.A.) No.267/:5~=126—10!-1956.

10 A. M. on
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AGENTS IN INDIA

Messrs. Thacker Spink & Co., Calcutfa.
Messrs. W. Newman & Co., Calcuita.
Messrs. S. K. Lahiri & Co., Calcutta.

Messrs. R. Cambray & Co., 6 and 8/2, Hastings
Street, Calcutta.

Messrs. D. B, Taraporevala Sons and Co., 103.
Meadow Street, Fort, Post Box No.187.
Bombay.

The Indian School Supply Depot, 309, Bow
Bazar Street, Calcutta.

The City Book Company, Post Box No.283.
Madras.

The Director, The Book Company, Limited,
Book Sellers and Stationers, 4/4A, College
Square, Calcutia.

The Manager, The Imperial Publishing Co.,
99, Ry. Road, Lahore.

Messrs,. Chapala -Book Stall, Shillong.

Messrs. Sirbhumi Publishing Co., Calcutta.

The Proprictor, ‘Graduates Union,” Gauhati.

Mr. Banwarilal Jain (Book Seller), 1719/2002,
Mati Katra, Agra (India).

Messrs. Low Book Society, 65/3, Harrison
Road, Calcutta.

The Director, Benares Corporation, University
Road. P.O. Lanka,

Messrs. Law Book Society, 4A, Wellington
Square, Calcutta.

Messrs. Bodh Raj Marwah. Booksellers, Shop
No.63, Pusa Colony Market, Dezlhi-Karoi
Bagh. New Delhi.

The Oxford Book and Stationery Co., Scindia

_House, New Delhi/l7. Park Street, Calcutta-16.



