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Proceedings of the Seventeenth Session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly assembled after the Fifth
General Election under Sovereign
Democratic Republican
Constitution of
India.

PRESENT :

The House met in the Assembly Chamber, Dispur
Gauhati on Monday, the 9th, May 1977 with the Hon.
Speaker/Deputy Speaker in the Chair, 14 (fourteen) Minister,
4 (four) Ministers of State, I (one) Deputy Ministers
and 81 (eighty one) Members present.

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

( To which oral answers were given )

Mr. Speaker : Now pending question Nos. 346 and 350
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Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : What was the prescribed quali-
fication for ihese posts ?

Shri Mid. Umaruddin (Minister) : Matriculation.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Whether it is a fact (hat (he
Third Division and Second Division matriculate candidates
were outright rejected ?

.
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Shri Md. Umaruddin (Minister) : The selection were held
earlier been reviewed and we had a fresh selection thereaiter.
Since the matter is- very important from the point of view
of appointment we have included in the Committee, the
Joint Director, the Dist. Agriculture Officer, and represen-

tatives of the D. Cs and S. D. Os not below the rank
ofman-E.ASC:

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : My question was whether the
Third Division and second division candidates were rejected
outright without calling for inferview 7

Shri Md. Umaruddin (Minister) : No Sir, they were inter-
viewed. Qualification is not the only criterion-there are
other criteria also. We must look into the personality of
the person. his health and other things.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Whether it was brought to the
notice of the Minister that the Third Division and Second
Division candidates were not asked to appear for the

interview ?
Shri Md. Umaruddin (Minister) : No Sir.
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Shri Abdul Mugqtadir Chouchary : Sir, when the experi-
mental dredging was started and how jong it wiil con-

tinue on experimental basis ?
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Shri Atul Chandra Saikia : Whether the Minister  will
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assure the House as to whether the depreciation will be
charged in the future or not?

Shri Lakhya Nath Doley, (Minister) : When the dredgers
were handed over to us nothing was on record then about
the depreciation.

Re : Expansion of Assam State Museum

Shri Gunendra Nath pandit asked:
#363. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether any scheme is initiated for the expansion Assam
State Museum at Gauhati ?

(b) If so, what scheme is proposed to be taken up for the ex-
pansion of the Museum ?

(¢) What was the last year’s budget estimate for the said
museum ?

(d) What is the main objective of displaying articles at the
Museum ?

(e) Whether Government is aware that the accommodation
of the present building of the Museum is not sufficient for
which articles of historical interest can not be displayed
properiy ? -

(f) Whether Stet Government is also aware that oil painting
pictures of historical events of our stale are not
displayed in the Museum and no attention 1S given
in that direction ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha(Chief Minister) replied :
363. (a)—Yes.

7
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(b)—Plans and estimates for the expansion of the
Museum building have already been prepared. The
total cost is estimated to Rs. 32, 51, 469. :

(c) —Last year’s budget estimate for the said Museum
was Rs. 2:00 lakhs (plan) and Rs. 1,14,700 (non-plan) .

(i) —The main objective of display is to make the
people in general aware of the cultural heritage of
the country and thus impart, however in directly.
knowledge and education.

(e)—Yes. Schemes are under way to expand the building and
provide adequate space for proper display of articles of histo-
rical, Cultural and archaeological interest.

(f)—Oil paintings and pictures of historiecal events of our state
are not displayed in the Museum due to lack of Spone:
A few paintings of persons of historical importance are ol

display .

Shri Gunendra Nath Pandit : Sir, in view of the budget
allocation of 32 lakhs of rupees in the current year whether
due to the lack of accommodation in the present site the
Museum will be shifted to some€ other place or whether
Government has selected any new lJand and if so when the

new building will be started ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, (Chief Minister) : Sir, there is no
proposal for shifting the Museum. There is room for expan-
sion of the building and the building will be expanded be-
cause the Museum is suitably located-

Shri Gunendra Nath Pandit : Sir, the Museum is mostly occu-
pied by innumerable number of stones. The image of Ganesh
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is of so many types and selected types are required to be
displayed. But what we have seen that major portion of the
Museum building is occupied by collection of stones. Sir. we
have antique collections of our State. Sir, in view of pending
display of other articles whether Government will consider
to minimise the number of stones ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, (Chief Minister) : Sir, the sugge-
stions of the Honourable Member will be accepted and

hecessary steps will be taken to display antique collection
of our State.

Shri Gunendra Nath Pandit : Sir, even in our State oil-pain-
ting pictures of the revolution of 1942 movement and war of

Saraighat and all these oil pinting pictures have not been displ-
ayed. Sir, oil painting picutre of AnandaRam Barua, the world

famous Sanskrit scholar is also not there. Sir, in view of the

budget allocation of 2 lakhs of rupees whether Government

will consider to display the paintaings of persons of historical

importance and historica] articles in the wall. Will there be
the collection of Mahapurus

; Sti Sankardeva’s original works
for display in the museum
a. (Chief Minister) : The question
Member is in the form of advice and
nended to the authority concerned for

put by the Honouraple
the same will be recoms
consideration.

Shri Pr '
omode Chandra Gogoi : Sir, there are many docu-
ments and materials of historicals

importance in different
parts of the State.

Considering the importance of these

S

Y A
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materials and documents whether Government ‘will consider
setting up of mini Museums at different parts of the State ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, whenever it
is possible we want to maintain things in places where they
are located . But for the convenience of the persons who come
to sec all these things are collected in one place . Therefore,
Sir these things are collected and put in the Central Museum
and other can be placed in other places sometimes in the

District Headquarters or in the places where they are located.

Aertiere «3FE . AT S qEws,  AfEE el oie
P[ten feio—e® graitl fotr fsifaeien wede =(ie famel Afiesis
Sce Al 020E | @z fagqla ASie I2 et 012 B 1 fORE
alBl fretel fimel et woq #R1 ST @Bl 3731 el HL=O
<l =1 3fa Lo GIRCH1R & +31 27 I TET ACAWCY FACA ?

Ss bw Drz @ wE) ¢ «fetacs @l c2ial iR, few T
74l Tfbe 27 |

Re : Trees in Forests of the State

Shri Balabhadra Das asked :
+364. Will the Minister, Forests be pleased to state—

(a) The number of standing trees in the beginning of the years
1975 and 1976 in the different Forests of the State *

(b) The number of trees planted in the years 1975 and 1976
and the number of trees felled ?

(¢) The amount spent year-wise during the same period for
plantation of new trees ?
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(d) The amount of royalty earned yearwise during the
aforesaid period against the number of trees felled ?
Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister, Forests) replied :

364. (a)—Counting of trees in different forests in the beginn-
ing of 1975 and 1976 was not done.

(b)—Generally two techniques are adopted in planting of trees
namely (1) sowing of seeds and (ii) planting of seedling but
counting is not done at that stage.

In the year 1974-75 127,500 Nos. of trees were felled
and in 1975-76 128,680 Nos. of trees were felleb.

(©— 1974-75—Rs. 40.45 lakhs
1975-76 =Rs. 55.97 lakhs
The amounts include maintenance of old plantation also.

(d)—amount collected as revenue during=

(1) 1974-75=Rs. 3,88,64,114.00
(i) 1975-76 Rs. 4, 44, 96,867.00
Shri Balabhadra Dgs - Sir, the Minister has stated that in
forest there is no account and he has admitted admitted

that there is no account. To justify that will he further
say that there is no forest wealth in the State and gra-

dua it i ] A ; p ; : i1
lly it is reduced and a time will come when it will be nil ?

| B Rahman
account .

felled.

(Minister)g I did not say there is no
I have given the account of number of trees

What T have said is that at the time of planta-
tron of seedling number is not counted.



N\

1977 Questions 13

Sl Al @ @ifte qeCF o1 (AR VI ATFRY] I e i |
e @El Zaed oy 6 AE Q@ AFRATCE] 741 (=¥ Z 7

ol goge wzww (@D ¢ feRia o= 751 tare Wi ARG AE |
@3 FrEifREE ol FACE e AR | 2 B FU Wiz 532
wg 1565 oife cgaf: @ [ofEs |

Shri Balabhadra Das: Is there any statistics of the Gover-
ament about the percentage of successful  plantation of
trec ? In particular, during the last AICC Session what
is the number of trees planted in the Gauhati Corpora-
rion area and what is the percentage of living tree and
the dead tree ?

Ds. L. Rahman (Minister) : That percentage is not with
me.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: What is the amount that has

been spent for planting trees during the last AICC Session
in Gauhati area ?

Dr. L. Rahman (Minister) : There is no separate account for
Gauhati for that particular period. 1 am giving the acco-

unt for the whole year and for the whole State.

Shri Dulal’ Chandra Barua:s we ate asking what is the

amount spent during the AICC Session.

Dr. L. Rahman (Minister) : The question is for 1975 and1976.

So I have given the account for these years. Particularly
for AICC Session 1 have no account with me.

Shri Balabhadra Das: Can the Minister deny that the
plantation in the city of Gauhati during the last Congress
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Shri Ataur Rahman:

Are not the trees planted in private
homesteaq land

Counted ag forest wealth ?

Dr. 1. Rahman (Minister) : No Sir.

-~
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: How can the Minister say
that this is the real figure the and amount spent unless and

we know the Division-wise break-up of the expenditure ?

ol sogw Il e CBvT we fofefams a3y faswd sfx frgl =
w2 sres fefefamd  fElF 4wp w1 eanb fofeiome
Tatst Bl 495 o°=1 Giecel 72 f#ive =wifa fwa =iifas
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o1ves
Shri Dulal Chandra Rarua : when the Go‘ie-rtl;liizrt' ;ead
an  account of expenditure made under a par o
the information is collected; in the. pref:,eni- f:ﬂse:an account
Divisions. Therefore, when the MimSter.iS. g.lwl\:.;ie break-up.
of expenditure he must show the Divisionwi:

o ] v/ S'clld- Sirﬂ lhe
Dr. L. Rahman (Minister) = J have dheaabl can give it
. = C o
Division-wise  break-up is not with me.
afterwards,

t given by
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Then the account g
the Minister is not true ?

Dr. L. Rahman (Minister) : It 1s true.

inister justify
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : How can the Min
that it is trye

: ir. this 1s the
Dr. L. Rahman (Minister) : 1 have said 511.._1 =
account for the State though the Division-wise
of expenditure is not with me now.

. : 9C t has
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: On what basis the account ha
been furnished 7

: L nditure
Dr. L. Rahman (Minister) : On the basis of the czpe S
; e a ‘

incUrfed. This is the amount we have incurre

: ~f amount.
the same time we have not exceeded the budngGd

. nt allotted
Shri Dulal Chandra Barug : What is the amount 2
under this head 2

: ; we have
Dr. L. Rahtan (Minister) : It is not with me, but
not exceeded the budgeted amount.

¥
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : We want to know the amo-
unt alloted under this particular head. Sir, the Minister

is coming to give reply and he does not know the amount

allotted in the budget. Sir, 1 request you not to accept

such reply. He has to give the amount allotted for this
purpose.

Dr. L. Rahman (Minister) : Sir, the budgeted amount is not

with me at the moment. But we have not exceed the
amount.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Minister is trying to befool
us that the amount allotted is not therc. Are we to be

befolled in this way z Is it his intention to suppress the
fact ?

Dr. L. Rahman (Minister) : No such intention is there Sir-

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : We want to know what is
the amount allotted under this head and what is the
expenditure.

Dr. L. Rahman (Minister) : 1 will have to collect the inf-
ormation.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Are we to understand that
it is a manipulated account ?

Dr.L. Rahman (Minister) : It is not so.
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Mr. Speaker : He has said that the break-up is not with R
him_ now.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : What is the basis on which

the account has been furnished ?
Dr. L. Rahman : Basis is the account from the Divisions.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : What are the records and

where are these ?

Dr. L. Rahman : I have said that thc break-up is not
with me. The record is with the Divisions.

Shri Dulal Chandra Baruva: So we want the break-up
Division-wise and what is the amount allotted under the
particular head.

Dr. L. Rahman: I am not in a position now to give the
amount allotted in the budget.

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia : In reply to Quostion (d) the
Minister furnished the figure of royalty 1n the years.
My specific to him is whether the amount of royalty ‘\
include the royalty collected from the thatch mahal, stone

quary etc ?

Dr. L. Rahman : Thijs isg not royalty. It is revenue collec-
ted from timber alope.

St i
arred question No 365 was not put, member being absent.
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Re : Construction of a Lake in Zoo

Shri Biren Ram Phookan asked :

%367. Will the Minister, Forests be pleased to state—

(a) Whether there was a proposal for constructing a Lake
inside the Zoo ?

(b) If so, why it has not been done ?
Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister, Forests) replied :

367. (a)—There is a proposal for construction of a Lake just
outside the campus of the present Zoo Dby acquiring land .

(b)—The work is proposed to be taken up during the current
year, subject to availability of land.
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Shri Premodhar Bora : Sir, may I know from the Hon’ble
Minister since when this proposal is pending and what is
estimated cost for the construction of the lake ?
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Shri Shanti Ranjan Das Gupta : Sir, there was also another
question wherein the Hon’ble Minister had stated earlier
that water was being carried by trucks and for that huge
amount of expenditure was involved. But now he is stating
that there is no dearth of water. May I, therefore, know

from the Hon’ble Minister which one is correct ?
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Shri Badan Chandra Talukdar : Sir, on what purpose this
lake was constructed, he being a Minister does not Know,

how is this ?
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Re : Petrochemical Complex of Bongaigaon

Shri Dhruba Narayan Barua asked :
£368. Will the Minister, P. W. D. be pleased to state—
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(a) Whether Government is aware that for construction
of the Petrochemical Complex at Bongaigaon the population

of Bongaigaon and also vehicular traffic have increased
to a great extent ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that there is no bye-pass road
to avoid longested narrow road of the Bongaigaon town
and for which much inconvenience is caused to the ped-

. 5 i . 9
astrains as well as to the vehicular traffic in Bongaigaon town !

(c) If so, whether Government will consider taking over
the Chapaguri-Sutarpara road constructed under Minimum

3 y ?
Needs Programme so that vehicular traffic can be diverted *

Shri Md. Idris (Minister, P.W.D.) replied :

368. (a)- Yes. Population and vehicular traffic has incre-

areased to certain extent.

(b)—Yes. There is no bye-pass.

(c)—Government has no such proposal at present.

Shri Dhruba Narayan Baruah: Sir, will the Government

consider to construct the bye-pass road in this portion ?

Shri Md. Tdris (Minister) : Sir, the position is this, this road
s 7to 5K. M. in length. Out of this about 2 K. M.
was suggested by the hon’ble Member for taking over
under the M. N. p. But to complete the remaining por-
tion, only for earth works it needs an amount of nearly
Rs. 2 lakhs. Another amount of nearly Rs. 15 to 16
lakhs will be necessary for the whole road. Due to the
stringent financial position implementation of this progr




1977 Questions 23!

amme is not possible now. However, the future Covern-
ment may think about it.

Re : Termination of Services of Teachers

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi asked :

+369. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(@) Whether it is a fact that services of 402 Teachers

were terminated by the Deputy Inspector of Schools,

“Sibsagar in 1975 7

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replicd :
369. (a) Yes.

(b) If so, whether it is a fact that these teachers were duly
appointed by the Secretary of Schools Board. Sibsagar Y

(c) If so, whether decision will be reviewed by the
Government ?

(b) —No.

(c)—The matter has been reviewed by Government out
of 432 irregular appointments made, 123 against sanctioned
posts and the rest against non-sanctioned posts. Of the
123 candidats appointed against sanctioned post since
reirenched 21 of them re——appoir{ted and cases of re-
appointment of the remaining 102 candidates being finalised
SOOMN. )

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi : Sir, Minister
that the total 432 number of

from service by the Deputy

admitted
teachers were retrenched

inspector of schools. On
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what basis Government decided to appoint 22 out of the
total 432 numbers ? What the consideration for which

these 22 teachers were appointed ?

~ Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, (Chief Minister) : These 21
teachers were reappointed because they were In service

for quite long.

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi: Whether the appointments
were approved at that time by the School Board or by
hessPSsofSchools:?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, (Chief Minister) : The appoin-
tments were made irregularly, that is why the individual
Boards and ultimately the D. I. appointed them. But
then, the Board has not approved.

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi : Sir, how the irregular
appointments made by the D. I. of Schoois have been
regularised by the Government ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, (Chief Minister) : We appointed
fmly 21 of them. They were in service. Of the ftotal
irregular appointments of 432 | have already stated 132
POSts were sanctioned pPosts. Therefore we Propose to
appoint or reappoint 132 teachers against 132 sanctioned
posis.. Of this 132 posts 23 are appointed on merit,
because they deserved consideration.

Shri  Puspadhar Chaliha : May [ ask the Hon. Chief
Minister what action is being taken against the officer or
< officers who made these irregular appointments and why ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : Three office
Assistants have been placed under suspension and the

£ T
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Inspector of Schools ‘has been tetired compulsorily.
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Mr. Speaker : The Question hour is QVer now.

Undisposed Starred uestions dated
I
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Re: Scheme for improvement of Historical National Monuments
Shri Chandra Bahadur Chetri asked

+372. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a)Whether Government is aware that Historical National
Monuments - like Shiva-dol, Bishnu-dol, Joy-Sagar, Gaari-
sagar Rangghar, Karenghar etc of Sibsagar are in a
dilanidated condition without special care from Govern-

ment side ?

(b) If - so, whether Government will make necessary

improvement of these places to attract tourist?

(¢) If so, steps taken by the Government so far in this

regard ?
ghri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied :

372. (a)—All these monuments are Centrally protected

and are reported to be in good state of preservation.

Special repairs o ths  Shiva-ddl ‘a1d - Bishou-dol at
Gaurisagar, besides annual repair  works were carried
out in 1975-76. Joy-Sagar gioup of temples were inspected
by Deputy Superintending Archaeologist in 1976 and be

found these in fair state of preservation.

(b)—The Central Government = have already taken up
<cheme to make necessary improvement of these places
to make them centres of tourist attraction and in this
connection experts from Central Government have already

visited the place.

(c)—Does not arise.
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Re : Flectrification of areas under Barama Police Station
Shri Surendra Nath Das asked : >
1 S
#374. Will the Minisiter, Power be pleased to state— B -
(2) Whether it is a fact that rura! Electrification Corporat- ;
ion Scheme is going to be implemented soon in the
State 7
(b) Whether it is also a fact that the areas of Barama
Police Station has been taken up for electrifications
\€) If so, the amount sanctioned for the said scheme ?
Shri ; A :
hri Md. 1dris (Minister, Power) replied :
374.°(@) Yes. N
’,['.‘) Yes.

{c) Rs. 82.86 lakhs.
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Re: Revenue receipt A. S. E. B. during the financial >
year 1974-75 \

Shri Santi Ranjan Dasgupta asked :

#378. Will the Minister, power be pleased to state—

(@) Actual Revenue Receipts for the financial year 1974-75
of 3 A 5
the Assam State Flectricity Board ?

(b) The actual revenue expenditure for 1974-75 %

(¢) Whether any amount paid back: towards liquidation s
of Debt either against principal amount and/or against

interest or against both by 1974-75

s R e A ) B T P v
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Shri Md. Idris (Minister, Power etc.) replied :
378. (a) ~ Rs: 89§ crores

(b) Rs. 8.36 crore

7]

g (c) Rs. 21.80 lakhs was pai¢ towards repayment of

principal amount of loan and Rs. 1.66.34 lakhs towards
interest charges on loans.

Re @ Creation of a separate E & D Division for Majuli
Shri Mal Chandra Pegu askec :
%379, Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) The number of representations submitted by the
questioner for creation of a separate E & D Division
for Majuli ?

(b) Why a separate Division has not been created ftill

now ?

Shri Lakshya Nath Doley (Minister, Flood Control) replied :
379. (a)—4 (four) number.

(b)- Creation of a separai¢ Division for Majuli is not
considered necessary at present '
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Re : Pension and gratuity for L. P. School Teachers.

Shri Digencra Chandra Purkayastha asked :

)

#381. Will the Minister of Education be pleased to state

(a) Whether any rule has been farmed for giving pension
and gratuity to the L. P. Teachers who have been retirec
from their service as a result of provincialisation ?

(b) If so, when it will be implemented ?

(¢} If not, why?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied :

381: (a) No.
(b) Does not arise.

(c) The teachers who have retired due to provincialisation
are not entitled to have pension benefites but Government
is examining the question of giving them some financial

help in the stape of gratuity.

Re : Kopili Project
Shri Abul Hussain Mir asked :
%322, Will the Minister, Power be pleased to state—
(a) What is the progress of ‘Kopili Project” !
(b) Whether project report has been prepared ¥
(c) Whether the project will be located in the present site ?
Shri Md. Idris (Minister, Power) I'Cpiiet‘iz

382 orks ar L S0 Vet ;
382. (a) The works are pregressing as per schecule.
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L
(b) Yes. ‘ - X
(c) Yes.
Re : Poultry Feed \
Shri Mathias Tudu asked :
#383. Will the Minister, Veterinery be pleased to state-—
: X 1
(a) Whether Government is aware of the fact that poulity ,_,I
feed is available in Kokrajhar and Dhubri Subdivision ? “'x?“-
(B) “If so, Whether Government propose to arrange for
poultry feed in those two Sub-Divisions ?
Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister, Veterinary) replied :
383. (a) No.
(b) Does not arise.
e
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Re : Silchar Municipal Administration

Shri Jagannath Sinha, asked :

#386. Will the Minister Municipal Administration be pleased
to state—

(a) Total number of ex-employees of Silchar Municipal Board

who have retired and not received their retirement bene
fits as yet ?
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(b) Whether it is a fact that one Shri Krangpu Naga of
Silchar Municipality Board retired on 30 th June 1970 :

(¢) If so, whether his gratuity has been paid and if so, When?
(d) Whether it is a fact that he is dead and if so, when ?

(€) Whether it is a fact that Shri Sikandar Ali retired on
10 th September 1974 and even after his retirement benefit
has not been paid ?

) Who pays the retirement bnefits to the Municipal em-

: T
ployees ? R =~

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Municipal Administration)
replied - \

386. (2)—22 nos. Of employees retired of which cases of
0 (six) were disposed of partially.

- - = ) &} C f .
(E)—S8hri Krangpu Naga died on 30 th June, 1970, while
I Service. |
(¢)—No. Iie is not entitled to gratuity as he is a maS-

N
ter Roll Labourer. : -

{d)—Yes.. He died  on 20th June, 1979 ;

(&)—Fhri Sikandar Al died R SE0th - SepteribelBst

\Ng". 1 e ¥ i : : |
Heinhsetvice= FH5 case is upder -consideralions ol :

Silchar 1ci ' | |

Bilehs Mumcapai Eoard and proposed to D€ disposed

of within May 1977

(f)——]‘-f.unicipul

v r L 8] fi i
-530;-11 ‘L‘E payS t}le l'et iremen t enel it te its
employees.

N
Re : C ‘\\\._';
© Lonstruction an gver bridge at Athgaon :

Shri Biren Ram Phookan asked : ‘
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+387 Will the Minister, P. W. D. be pleased to state-—

(a) whether any arrangement has been made for constructing

an over bridge over the Railway lines at Athgoan, Gauhati ?

(b) If so, what is the present positien ?

(c) Is it also a fact that schemes have been taken up

long ago for constructing the over bridge ?

d) Will the P. W. D. Minister. take up the matier with
p

the Railway authorities if not done already ?

Shri Md. Idris (Minister, P. W. D.) replied :
387. (a)—Yes.

|

(b)—The land acquisition for the project is under process
by the Revenue Authority.

(c)—The estimate for the approaches to over bridge was
sanctioned by P. W. D. on 13th February 1969-

(d)—As the Railways have aiready agreed to the proposal
and have included the same in their works programme,
the question of further taking up the matier with the
the Railway authorities does not arise.

Re : Construction of an over bridge at Athgaon.

Shri Biren Ram Phookan asked :

%388, Will the Minister, P. W. D. be pleased to state—

(a) Why the over bridge at Athgaon has not yet been
constructed ?

(b) When the construction work will be started ?
(¢) Whether Government has approached ihe Central
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Governmens for the purpose and if so, with what result? 1

Shri Md. Idris (Minister, P. W. D.) replied : |
388. (a) Due to non-completion of land aquisition the
work could not be started.

(b) After completion of land Agquisition.

(¢} Yes. The Railway Board has already accepted the
Proposal and included in their works programme.
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Re. Junior Basic Scholarship

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi asked :
%392. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that Shri Debojo Gautam was awa-

rded Junior Basic Scholarship by the Sibsagar School
Board ?

(b) If so, whether the Scholarship money has been paid to -
the receiptent ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : replied
392. (a) Yes.

(b) Yes, payment was made up to 28th February, 1977
except for the period from 1st March, 1976 to 25th April,
1976.

Re : Tribal Rest House at Margherita

Shri Chandra Bahadur Chetri asked :
#393. Will the Minister, Social welfare be pleased to state—
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() Whether there is a proposal to construct a Tribal Rest
House at Margherita ?

(b) If so, steps taken by the Government so far in the
matter ?

() If not, whether Government will sympathetically consi-
der to construct the rest house in view of the sizable

f most backward tribal populations in the North [Eastern
part of the State ?

= Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied :
’/ 33. (a) No.

| (b) Does not arise.

(¢) In case Advisory Council recommend and allocate
priority and funds are available.
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@) =z 1 >
(s) end 305 |
Re : Village Defence Party and Home Guards i

Shri Santiranjan Das Gupta asked :

%395. Will the Minister, Home be pleased to state—

(a) The difference between Village Defence Party and
Home Guards? =

(b) The amount yearly required for maintenance of Vill-
age Defence Party and Home Guards ?

(¢) The designations of the officials in the State level and
also in the Subdivisional Level of both the organisations ?

(d) Whether each wing is independent from each other
or there is any liaison in between them ? :

I

Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Minisier, Home) replied :

395. : .

GS (@) Both the Village Defence Organisation and Home
uards are voluntary organisations which works in co-

0 i i :

Peration with police for preservation of law and order ¢

and otlTler Purposes. The Village Defence Organisation
works in the Rura] areas.

(b)—The yearly requirement of fund for the Purpose varies

from year to year, Average yearly requirement are as
follows :— X

1. Village Defence Party Rs. 11,30,688.00
2. Home Guards, Rs. 20,18,840:00

s e
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¢ (c)—The designation of official of Village Defence organi-
sation at State level are as follows :—
(i) Chief Controller of Village Defence Organisation—1
(ii) Chief Honorary Adviser to Village Defence Organis-
ation—1
The Subdivisional Police Officers function as Subdivisional
village Defence Organisation Officers.
(2) Home Guards Organisation (State level)
(i) Commandant General Home GUATAS:iecsreseoneeseal
(i) Deputy Commandant General Home Guards—1.
(iii) Senior Staff Officer—2
(iv) Junior Staff Officer—2

(v) Public Relation Officer—1
(vi) Honorary State Home Guard Commandant—1

There is no paid officials in Subdivsional level. The fun-
ction of Subdivisional level offices are performed by the

—~ Subdivisional officer concerned.

(d—Each wing 1is independent of the other and there is

no liaison between them.

Re: Road from Kabuganj to Amaraghat

Shri Digendra Chandra Purkayastha asked :
«396. Will the Minister, P. W. D. be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the road from Kabuganj to
Amaraghat (via palonghat) was closed for about a month
during May and June, 1976 ?

(b) If so, why?

L T e S S S
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Shri Md. Idris (Minister, P. W. D) replied :

393. (a). Yes. The road was closed for 7 days during June,
1976 and for 20 days during July, 1976. The road was
not closed in May, 1976. '

(b) The closure was due to submergence by flood water.

Re : Mudoibil M. V. School, Majuli

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu asked :
#397. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

(a) When Shri Maheswar Pegu, English Teacher of Mudoi-
bil Majuli preferred an appeal against the order of Jt.

D. P. I. passed re-instating Indreswar Saikia to his posts
after provincialisation ?

(b) If so, the appeal has been disposed of ?

(¢) If so, why not ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied :
396, (a) On 7th October 1976.

(b) Under consideration of the Government.
(¢) Does not arise.

Re : Regularisation of Services of Apprentice teachers

Shri Mathias Tudu asked :

#398. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Govenment will regularise the services of the

Apprentice Teachers appointed in L. P. Schools in the
State ?

y/
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(b) If so, when?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied :

398. (a)—Yes. !

(b)—With effect form st April, 1977.
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Re ; Berenga-Bagadhar Road
Shri Jagannath Sinha asked :

«400. Will the Minister, P. W. D. be pleased to state—
(a) When the Berenga-Bagadhar Road has been constructed ?
(b) Whether the road has been made motorable ?

(c) If not, why?

(d) Whether the Sonabarighat and BerengaP W. D. ferries
are plying regularly ?

(e)If not, why ?
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Shri Md. Idris (Minister, P. W. D.) replied :

400. (a)—Section—I =in _1960.

Section—II =in 1963.
(b)—Section—I =5.20 Km. motorable Section—II=16.9 Km ‘
Fair Weather (Jeepable) only.

(c)—The portion of road section-II needs improvement.

(d)—Both Ferries are plying regularly. Ferry over Berenga

. : X i INOL S =
is minor hand driven and over Sonabarighat is min <
power driven.

(e)—Does not arise.

- . m 0 - |
Re : Express Highway from Azara-Rani Road to Disput .

Shri Biren Ram Phookan asked :
*401l. Will the Minister, P. W. D. be pleased to state —

(a) Whether it is a fact that there is proposal for cons: 3
tructing an Express Highway from the Azara-Rani Road
via Chakar-doi, Deosota] Pamehi to Dispur ?

(b) If S0, whether any survey has been conducted ?

(c)

If so, the amount spent for the purpose ?
Shri Md. Idris (Minister, P. W. D.) replied :

401. (a)—Yes. N
(b)—Yes. )

(c)—So far an amount of Rs. 63,730:00 has been spent
for surveys.
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‘Re : Bhagubazar- Havs}ai,thang Road_;

Shri Digendra Chandra - Purkayastha asked :

- 2402 Will the Minister, P. W. D. be pleased to. state—'~f

(a) Whether it is a fact that the -road from- Bhagubazar.

to Hawalthang has been completely -washed away :aear

~ Chaunighat village during the last devastatlng ﬁood in .

Cachar District ? o ,‘j.,.. o

- (b) If so, what steps -are belng taken by the’ Govei'nme-nt_, .
for repalrmg the road permanently ? R

Shri Md. Idns (Mlnlster, P W D) rephed
402. (a)-—-Yes i

Sb)—A temporary dxversmn road was const:ructed affer ,

subsidence of ﬂood waters ' )
Permanent restorauon W111 be taken in hand on recelpt of

- funds. "
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Re : Metalling work, etc. of Lakl‘iipur Khalisabheta —~
and Lakhipur Besorkona Road

Shri Samsul Haque asked :
27. Will the Minister, P. W. D. be pleased to state—

verts etc. will be taken up soon on the Lakhipur Khalisabheta

(a) Whether metalling work including construction of cul- |
Road and ILakhipur Besorkona Road via Pukhuripara ? {
(b) If so, the amount sanctioned for the said purpose ? -—
Shri Md. Idris (Minister, P. W. D.) replied : {

27. (@) There is no such proposal at present.
(b) Does not arise.

Re : Trangfer of fund from state Elementary Board.

Shri
" hri Abdyr Rahman Choudhury asked :
28. . e ~

Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

a N
@ W{lether any amount was refunded to the State Govern- =
ment fund from the State Elementary Education Board fund

at the time of provincialisation of Elementary Education ?
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(b) If so, what was the: ‘amount ?" | A
(c) Whether the amount would  be.;spent for the purposg

of Elementary Educauon durmg 1977-78 ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Smha, (Cl:uef Mlmster) rephed
28. -(a) Yes. - " o

(b) Rs. 33,15459.00 + = L

(c) Yes. S

'Re . Construction of a Bridge -over Gara -Rivet '
Shri Samsul Haque asked
Shri Samsul I-Iaque asked
29. Wlll the" mmlster, P W: D. be pleased to state-—

(@) Whether Govemment proposes to construct a bridge
over Gara river in-the. Lakhlpur Tu]s.lban Road under

- Goalpara Subdivision ?
(b) If 50, when ?

Shri- Md. Idris. (Mxmster P. W D.) rephed
29. (a) ‘There is no such proposal at present.

(b). Does ‘not arlse
Re : Constuctlon of a bndge over JmJuam Rlver

30. Will the Mlmster, P. W. D. bé pleased to sfate——

'(a) Whether "Govt. will construct a bndge over Jln_]ll'am
River in the Dhenerghat Jaleswar Road ?°

(b)i If so, when ? '

Shri Md. Idris (Minister, P. W. D) replied

30. (a) There is no such p‘roposal

{b) Does not arise:
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Re : Martyrs
Shri Gunendra Nath Pandit asked : i

31.  Will the Minister, Freedom Fighters be pleased to state—

(@) How many martyrs laid down their lives in the 1942 !
Freedom Movement of our country ( figures may be
shown Sub-division-wise ) ?

(b) Whether Government has completed the list of persons
injured in police firing of 1942 Freedom Movement ? |

(¢) If so, who are they ? ( please give their names with ‘
places where they were injured in the police firing )

(d) What steps the Government have so far taken to

Perpetuate the hallowed memories of the Freedom Movement
martyrs of state ? .\‘-"\

Shri Surath Chandra Daolagupu ( Minister Freedom Fighter ), \\
replied : \

31° (a) As per information available with the State Govern- Y

ment 29 persons laid down their lives in the 1942 Freedom

Movement of our country. Subdivisional breakup of the
martyrs shown below :

Tezpur—15, Nowgong—§,
Morigaon-—1, ==Jorhat—=2,
Barpeta-—z, Goalpara—I1

(b) Yes, the Government have completed the list as far
4s practicable,
(c) The names

and places of incidents are shown in )
Annexure-] is pla

ced on the Table the house.

(d) Government have so far decided to crect a life size
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bronze statue of Martyr Kushal Konwer at Gauhati to
perpetuate his hallowed memory. Government have also
assisted different organisations for setting up Memorials
to perpetuate hallowed memories of the Martyrs.

Announcement By The Speaker

Mr. Speaker: I have an announcement to make. I hereby
inform the House that I have received letters from Dr.
Robindra Kumer Goswami, and Shri Ramesh chandra
Saharia, intimating me that they have resigned from the
primary Membership of All India Congress Committee and
also from the Assam Congress Legislature Party with effect
from today the Sth May, 1977. While Shri Ramesh Chandraf
Saharia has joined the Janata party Group of Assam
Legislative Assembly, Dr. Robindra Kumar Goswami will
function as independent member. They will be allotted
seats in the House accordingly.

’ Adjournment Motion

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Mr. Speaker, Sir, Under Rule
56 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in
Assam Legislative Assembly, 1 beg to move the Adjournment
Motion of which I have already given notice. The matter
which I want to bring before the House for a discussion
through an Adjornment Motion is a matter of great public

importance and of very recent —occurance— it has taken

place only today. The observance of ‘No Work Day’ by the
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Junior Doctors, the activities in these three Medical College
Hospitals have come to a standstill, as a consequence of
of which the ailing public in general and the patients under-

going in these three hospitals in particular are sufferinga
lot. Sir, this matter was not discussed earlier. This is a
situation which has arisen only today, and so we want to
discuss this matter through an Adjournment Motion. Sir,
this motion that I have given notice of fulfills all the con-
ditions under Rule 56. Sir, this motion is free from all
the restrictions laid down under Rule 57. (i) not more than
one such motion shall be made at the same sitting. No
other motion ha: been discussed earlier ; notice has been
given only today. (ii) not more than one matter can dis-
cussed on the same motion, and the motion must be restri-
cted to aspecific matter of recent occurance. (iii) the motion
must not revive discussion on matter which has been discussed
in the same session. Sir, we have not discussed the motion
earlier. This is the last day of the Session, and when the situa-
tion is grave affecting the life and death question of a lot
of suffering public, we must discuss the matter and intervene.
(iv) the matter must not anticipate a matter which has
been previeusly appointed for consideration or with refer-
€nce to which a notice of motion has been previously
given, regard being had to the probability of the matter
anticipated being brought before the House within a reaso-
nable time. The motion is free from this restriction. Ther-
efore, it is a fi case for discussion through an
Adjournment Motion. (v) the motion must not deal with
a matter on which a resolution could not be moved. This is
free from this restriction. (vi) the motion shall not deal
with any matter which is under adjudication by a court
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" of Law having jurisdiction ‘in any part of India. It is’
free from this restnctlctlon (vii) the motion shall not ralse
a question of privilege, (vm) that it must  not relate to
a matter which is not pnmarﬂy the concein “of the
Government of the State. It is free from these. restncuons~ -
The matter primarily concerns the State’ Government. Sir,

: dnft matters till the aggneved persons are compelled to
~ take prempltous action. The grlevances of the Jumor Doctors
could not be tackled by the state’ Government leadlng to
a settlement of the « gri 1evances of “the Jumor Doctors.
- The Junior Doctors had to resort - this ‘Ne ‘work day’ as
~they did mnot have any other - alternanve Jeft to them. -
-Sir, the grievances: of the"'.'fumor Dogtors - were brought to,
_'the notice -of the Govemment on varno“. »oocasmns but lfhe

3 Sir, as I ‘have already said- this is a very mpmtaut maﬁter

- - which should be dlscussed by the House even by athourmng

- the normal busmess of the House- and mtervene ‘jiv the

- matter As today is the last day of the Session, the mterventlon

~of the House iz a must& -1 would, therefo::e reqest “the

~ Government sxde ‘not” to objeot so. that we can ﬁlﬂd OUt a.
J\!St solunon KRR

Shri Syed Ahmed Ah (Mlmster) “'Su, fmay T submit 16 you

- that from the statement _of hon. ‘member, Shri Barua what

-_"'he made m suppe]:‘t wﬁ hls ad)ournment mo»tlon he has
prOVed it that it is fiet a fit case for an adgeurnment v

" motion. What he sald _], ust now 1s fhat the gnevarnces- were
brought to “the. notice of the Government many times but
the Government did not pay any. ‘heed. This proves that this

s a conumnmg mafter, and under rule and mawy ruﬂmgs of

it has become a chronic habit with thls Government, to

,Government did - “fot - Bive proper [attennon Thereﬁo;e,
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this Eouse also by your honour thata continuing matter
cannot be a subject matter of an adjournment motion.

Moreover, Sir, so far as I could coliect certain facts from
the department-sometime back a Cabinet sub-committee was
also formed to look into all the payscales. allowances etc.
So, sir, it is not a fact that the Government did not pay
any heed to these; The Government is actively considering
all these grievances not only of this department but also
of other departments. Specifically, recently there was a
token strike by the employees of the Secretariat and others
in the whoie of Assam. We are aiways continuing discussion
and our doors are open for negotiation and discussion
to look into the matter and come to a settiement, because
the relationship between the employer and the employees
must be maintained and congenial ; otherwise, government
cannot run: our intention is to settle all the grievances
through negotiation and discussion in a peaceful manner
and not resorting to any strike. Moreover there are many
rulings of this House and the other rulings in the Parliament.
[ simply quote 2/3 rulings in this connection. ‘‘If it relates
to service grievances it cannot be an adjournment motion’.

If it does not relate to any matter of recent occurrence
which has arisen suddenly but is a continuing matter,”

there cannot be any adjournment motion. Sir, it is not
a matter which is suddenly raised in the House; it isa
continuing matter. From ga long time, there was also discussion
with the department ; there was also committee formed to
look into their grievances. so, Sir, under the rules and
the rulings of this House also, this cannot be a fit case
for an adjournment motion. So, | request you that this

may be rejected.

A

| —
e

|
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ghri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, I have hcard ‘the “hon.
Minister attentively and I ﬁnd that he has made half-
hearted argument.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Sir, will the hon. member say what
does he mean by ¢“half-hearted” ? - o

Shn Dulal Chandra Barua You ’sheuld Ery to understand:
- Here, “half-hearted” means, there: is no foree 1n -his argu-
ments ;. that is haif-hearted.

P
o

Shn Syed Ahmed Ali (Mlmster) Sirutl-la‘t does‘ ﬁo.t’ mean
1 have got half heart ; I have got fu]l heart '

‘Shri Dulal Chandra Barua Your atgument is half hearted
because there is mo force in the argument I want to say'
that I have speclﬁcally mentloned one thmg‘ g ;;,' :‘“ﬁhe E
31tuat10n” The Hon. Minister should not forget the situa-
tion arising out ‘No Work Day’ observed by the Jumor
* doctors. We are concerned with the patients and the work-
ings of the hospitals in different colleges. Therefore, the
question of- continuing of the grievances of the matter can-
not come here. We have specifically mentwned in our
Motion this is an extraordinafy . situation that has arisen
out of ‘No. Work Day’" observed by the junior doctors.
The Minister has pointed out that this is a continuing
Matter. Under what circurhstances this extraordinary situa-
;.’-“4;\ tion has been created I have explained that. I do. not want
' to go into the meérit of their grievances. We have men-
tioned siraply about the extraordinary situation that has
been created: 'due to the obseivancé of ‘No Weork Day’

ot

b

‘.‘
7
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by the junior doctors. Sir, when you consider, you may
kindly consider the situation only that has arisen which is
the main object of the motion.

Mr. Speaker : Will the Minister, Health say anything ?

#Shri  Girindra Chandra Choudhury (Minister): Sir, the
only thing that I can say is that strike is continuing in
GMC and SMC and there is no strike in AMC, and
the functioning of the Medical Colleges is running very
smoothly which is participated by the Asstt. Professors
and Asstt. Surgeons and all other doctors except this cate-
gory of doctors and there is absolutely no inconvenience
to the patients.

Mr. Speaker: But the grievance is continuing ?

#Shri Girindra Chandra Choudhury: The grievances are
continuing.

Mr. Speaker: I have heard the hon. member, Shri Dulal
Chandra Barua who has given notice of adjournment
motion, and also the Minister for Parliamentary Affairs
and the Minister, Health. There are Parliamentary convent-
ions and rulings of this House that for any grievances
which are of continuing nature, adjournment motion does
not arise. More over, the situation must affect the entire
State. But the situation has not, as it appears from what
Shri Barua said ang Minister, Health said, aflected the
entire stafe. Only jp two Medical colleges there has been
no work. But the grievances of such a nature can be
discussed by any other way. It is an important matter,
of course, I admit. 1 would request the Minister, Health
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p-m. before the House prorogues Under the crrcumstances
I do not think that the Motion is adm1ss1ble,‘ o

‘ #Speech not’ Corrected.

,

" There is aprivilege ‘motion ; this is a Big matter‘D'o you
want me to go through the  entire thmg today 7

‘ Shn Dulal chandra Barua Yes, Sll‘ 1t is the last day and_
- if you " want to examme thls, I have no ob_]ectlon A

 Mr. Speaker There ‘is no time today you please brmg
it in -the next sess1on of the Assembly A

,' Shr1 Dulal Chandra Barua Slr the matter 1s very senousi;_
- and that is why T have brought thls matter to your notice:

‘ Mr Speaker Next day you please brmg ]t I do not know-’:“"'
what will be the next day, because it is not poss1b1e to

¥ 80 through the entlre things today and come to adec1s1on |

f Shn Dulal Ch'andra' Barua Sll‘, you may brmg n, mext
time ; .but ﬁhe mforma»tlon s necessary e

t ‘ —Mr Speaker On that ground I W1ll not refuse ;' next
. time you please brmg Jt !

Shrr Dulal- Qhandra lt should be rec.orded that the Motxon
s brought E ‘ : -

o Shrl Syed Ahmed Ah { _,fi',';ter) l-f 11 is kept pendmg m_ |
. .the House it caxmot be. chvulged to the members of the

press a,t thls stage o
- Mg Speaken 5 The press has talxeady hqavd aboud: it..

.to make a statement (Not now) before the House before .5 .
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Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister): But the contents of the
proceedings should not be given to the press.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: I have given notice to him.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : There should not be any
confusion in the minds of the people ; if it is decided
that it should be taken up later on. it should not be divulged.

Mr. Speaker : He has brought the motion ; he has also
given notice for this.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : Today is the last day and
there will not be any chance to give another statement
in contradiction.

Miscellaneous

Mr. Speaker: (There are lots of matters.) {==11g %7
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Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Mr. Speaker, Sir. This the last

day of the session, perhaps the last day of this house—

I would like to give the saddest news to the hon’ble members

of the house. The saddest news is this—history of 1974
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in Dhubri subdivision is going to repeat very soon. The
history was that hundreds and thousands of people died
of starvation and it was a world news at that time. Due
to the last incessant rain and hailstorm cent percent crop
have been damaged. As you know, Sir, and the hon’ble
members also know economy of Dhubri subdivision is very
weak and as such due to this natural calamity it has
completely broken down and unless timely action is taken
for relief of the people, the history of 1974 will repeat
and I hope Government will take appropriate action for
relief of the people before it is too late.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sirha : (Chief Minister) Sir, appropriate
action is being taken.

Shri Dulal Chandra Baruah : Sir, I want to draw the attention
of the Chief Minister to the news item published to-day
i.e. 9th May, 1977’ in the Dainik Asom under the caption
“SAEFER Fee AEEER Arswie.” 1 want to know whether the
‘the portion of the news item is true or not. P LA FZ7A
ASfq Ace WeAR AT AT wsentst (qty IO w1 fafen
RNTR ST oAz BT | G5 T re TR v O WA C2iad
leEC@‘ 3 #9121 @ fiarge wwew ana fm faw e e
B fretae a7 owigts ote sfoiefEa fFretae =it il
2563“ I If it is true, the Chief Minis;ter should resign. It is a very
serious reflection on the Hon’ble Members of this House.
We wanted to know whether this news item is true or
“Ot. and if it is true the Government should resign, the
Chief Minister should resign with all his collegues.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha : (Chief Minister) Sir, normally,
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we' distribute the money through the - members -of the
Legislature. The opposﬁtion members will also get same
chance and facilities would be given to them also.

Shri Dulal Chandlja' Barua : Why this should be through
the members ? I A '

Shri Sarat Chandra- Sinha : (Chief Minister) This is the

way we are doing. R s Cee

Shri Dulal chandra Barua: Then this is»l true

iawa Sﬁ@fﬁ#ﬁta s Bottarw waiwn, wfeR tafie wee @Bt IS
eni3g @ “HPEIFER T e @t o [HREIAY)
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e w9 wme o Afecs wifE fent a3 Sl ezl #9 =
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artesd 3 B eI Sat wwm o oF ey el e g |
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' Statement by Minister

Shri Lakshya Nath Doley (Minister) : The attention of the
Govt. has been drawn to the news item “sgadfy woray”
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published in the “Dainik Asom” on 25.4.77. The present posi-

tion is stated below.
The affected site is at 10th K. M. of the Pohumara

right bank embankment along the concabe side of a bund.

It is approximately 10 K. M. upstream of the Pathsala
town. There is an existing protection work at this site

consisting timber pile spurs. The present erosion is on the

immediate upstream of the old site. The affected length

is ZDOM The erosion W
hinimum . distance was 10 M. At present

19/6 when the mo
the minimum distance for a length of 20 M along the bund

is 4.5 M. but the width at remaining portions vary from

16 M. to 30 M.
A scheme amoun

as noticed during the flood of

ting to Rs. 1,13,000/- has recently been
sanctioned to construct 4 nos. of boulder bed bers in the

affected reach. However, the work could not be started
Kordoiguri on -the P. W. ID. road from

as a bridge at
has been closed as it is damaged

Kordoiguri to Domakhata
and for which boulders required for the work could not

be carried to the site. Heavy rain in the area for almost
six weeks beginning from the last week of March, 1977
has also hampered the work to a great extent. However,
the work has now been started by carrying the boulders with
bullock carts and will be completed before the next floods.
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s Shri Sarat Chandra ‘Sinha, (Chief Minister) : Sif, cons-
equent upon the decision to switch over to the 10 'plué
2 .years pattern of school edu‘catioﬁ the rqsponsfbility- of

" production of text books according to the new syllabi fell on

the Assam State Text Book | lffpducition ‘and Publication
Corporation. The Corporation has arranged to ﬁrbdué@ ‘text
books in a phased _man.nAc:r, . The text book of- other classes -
excepting' ‘the text bpoks:' of classes - V and VIII has ~»qixezidy“
been nationalised by the Corporation: According to its plan
. the Cérp@)’ration‘ had to publish the t-'ex_,t' iaoék__s of -th-ev, said
fwo classes by the School Session 19’76;77.» Generally «W—hi’:ﬁ'
the Corporétibn publishes text book on a subject it becomes
obsolete. - The text books of Classes V and “VIIL were
published by the - private - publishers, when in- 1976 the
Corporation 'planned to  publish text~,b00k$ of the said
two classes, the private publishers requested the then
Education Minister, Assam who i also the Chairman of
the State Text . B_ookn_Co‘tpor‘ation,A to defer the nationalisation
of the text book of: Classes V. and VIII for ome year
so as to facilitate- them . to ;sél,l the stock of their book.
In consultation with the Board of Secondary - Education,
Assam the prayer was granted. Hence "the pationalisation
‘of the text books of these two classes was deferred by
one year. ‘ ' '
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" While taking up the programme the Corporation forins

subject from among the Text Books hitherto approved

by the Board of Secondary Education and published by

private publishers. The book adjudged best by revieWers_

- is selected and modification suggested by the reviewers
and. - the State Evaluation Committee are incorporated
in.the book. Most of the publications of the Corporation

are brought out in this manner and most of the text
books after being taken over by the Corporation _have
‘been corrected and modified. The old books may not there-

_fOré_fully serve the purf)b'se of the students.
' It is a fact that names of most of the books have

been changed. This has been done to make the titles of

the books at par with the other books of the Corporation on

the subject. For example, the name of the Book ‘Natun
Sanalee Path (Pancham Bhag)” by Shri Atul Chandra

‘Hazarika had been changed to “Sahitya Chayan (Pratham

- Bhag)” as the names of the Assamese Reader for' VI is .

"‘Sah_i_tya Chayan (Dwitiwa Bhag)” and so on. It is nota fact
~th_‘at the 'change' of names of the Books is commercially
- motivated. Th¢ prices of the books bear testimony to the fact.
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a review committee and select the best books on every .
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' Calling Attention

Shri Md. Umaruddin (Minister) : Government is aware of
the fact that the students of the College of . Agriculture,
Assam Agricultural University resorted to a token strike
from 20th to 22nd April ’77. The General Sgéretary of
the _students.lAssocia,tion, C@)lle'ge of Agriculture had sub-
itted a memorandum to the ‘Chief Minister on 30-3-77:
The demands in the memorandum were : B i
/,; 1. The Agriculturai ‘Graduates should be recruited directly
7= to Assam Agricultural Service Class II (AAS II)

' 5. The entsy scale of the agricultural graduates recruited
to the State Agricultural Department should be. Rs.
500-35-745-EB-35=102 EB-40-1225 against the existing

- scale of Rs. 400-20-500-EB-25-750-EB-30-900/- .

3. There& should be provision for appointment 10 the post

" of Junior Research Assistant in the AAU for _agriculvi_su-‘

ral graduates.
4. No candidate other than local candidates should be
appointed upto Class Il level posts of the Assam
.. Agricultural University even on contract basis.

No post-graduate degree holders other than those having

‘o
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basic degree in ‘agriculture should be considered for

any post in the AAU which are meant for the purp-

oses of research, teaching and extension related to basic
agriculture.

On receipt of the memorandum it was decided that
the matter should be -discussed with the representatives
of the students society when the University authorities
should also be present. Accordingly on 4-4-77 a discussion

was held by the Minister, Agriculture with the General

Q

[

ecretary of the students society of the College of Agri-
culture and other representatives when the Dean of Agri-
culture Science and local M.L.A., Shri Bijoy Krishna
Handique who is also a member of the Board, was
also present. It was explained to the students that the last
three points had concerned the University authorities and
will be taken up by them.

As regards the first point relating tc status on first
entry into the State Agricultural Service, they were told
that a decision has already been taken by Govt. agreeing
to it on principle. They were also informed that the draft
Service Rules which were in the Stage of finalisation
had a provision that direct recruitment will be made to
the AAS II from amongst the Agricultural graduates. They
were further assured that the service rules for Assam
Agril. Service with the particular provision would be
published shortly.

As regards the higher scale demanded by the Association,
it may be stated that normally the students’ Associaton
iIs not connected with the pay scale of a Govt. Depft.
Although most of the students acquiring agriculture degrees

f’
L SRS

J
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from the University are absorbed in the Agrieulture Deptt.,
the adequacy or otherwise of the pay scale s_hould not
concern them so long as they do. notA join the Deptt.
However, this matter has been otherwise engaging the
attention of the Govt. The higher scale demanded by t i:hem
is the entry scale of other professional servxces like the
Engineering and the Medical Serv1ces The représentatives

~ of the Association were informed that the matter deserved
' sympathetic consideration and that there might be a case
=+ for enhancing the scale but before deciding upon. the
quantum “of enhancement .. it. would require careful
consideration as it might have repercussion in the ‘other
services. They were also informed that Gavt. was trymg to

arrive at a decision early. , o

The outcome of -the discussions ‘as - indicated above

was intimated to the ~University authority as well as to
the Association of the students on 6.4.77. |
P It has been further ascertained from the University
" that after a discussion of the three demands relating to
the Umversﬂ:y in its board of management the Umvers:ty '

, had informed the Assoclatlon of their acceptance of these
[ demands and the Association was  satisfied with the comm-
" unication made by the University authontles on.19.4.77

with them in this regard. The students,” however, refused

to call off the token strike proposed to be resorted to

w1th {_eﬁ’ect from 20.4.77 and accordmgly they - had resorted
b to a token strike on all the three days from 20th to 22nd
& April, 1977,

As I have just stated, the matter of revision of the
ontry scale of the Agriculture Graduatesis under sympa-
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thetic consideration of Govt. and efforts are being made

to arrive at a decision as early as possible. I would there-

fore appeal to the students not to resort to strike and request

the Hon’ ble members to exercise their on the influence

students to see that they do not resort to any agitation.

Shri Bijoy Krishna Héndique: Is there any formal announ-
cement of the decision of the Govt. as regards demand
No. 1 and demand No. 2 ?

Shri Md. Umaruddin (Minister) : Demand No. 1 we have

already decided and benefits will be given to them. Regarding
others, itis a question of finalisation of service rules and
it" will be accepted by us. '

Shri Bijoy Krishna Handique : Whether the Govt. has
made a categorical announcement about other decisions ?

Shri Md. Umaruddin (Minister) : The point is the other
demands are based on finalisation of service rules. We shall
make-the announcement very shortly. I can assure Sir, that
. 1t w111 be ﬁnallsed as quickly as possible.

Shri Bijoy Knshna Handique : They have given an ultimatum

to go on indefinite strike. What steps you have taken on
that ?

Shri Md. Umatuddm (Mmlstet) One demand has already
been conceded to. So far as the pay scale is concerned,
Fcan assure Sir, that it will be finalised very shortly. Out
of the two demands one has been accepted and the other
is a very complicated one. Regarding the other demand which
might have a repercussion in the other departments of

A
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the Govt. I have, myself issued instructions to examine the -
matter early and therefore, I would say that there is no
case for a token strike at this stage Therefore, my appeal

to the hon. members will be to prevall upon the students
not to go for strike. : :

Shri Bijoy Knshna Handique : The students are not convmced
it seems, and in view of this, the Govt. should consider
for holding another dnscussmn w1th the students and the

representatives of the Umversty, SO that we can put an )
end to this .situation. -

Shri Md. Umaruddln (Mlmster) we ixave heard them’
already. They have pressed . for the pay scales of the

Engineers. So, we have got to think how these can be
reconcxled

A}

_ Shrl Promode Chandra Gogoi : Slr, the questlon is whether

the Government is prepared to have a second round of
—A d1scu581on w1th the students ?

Shri Mohammed Umaruddm, (Mlmster) Certainly. - We
are prepared -

Shri Bijoy Krishna Handique : will the -Minister invite
the students for the discussion ?

Shri Mohammed Umaruddin, (Minister) : Sir, we have
‘been carrymg on negotxatlon We have told time and again
/,//, that there is a ‘serious 1mphcat10n also from the Government

point of view. Thereforé, we are prepared to have a
negotiation and invite students. We are- examining it. We
- want to finish it as soon as possible. -
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Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, (Chief Minister) : Sir, I do not

think that there will be any difficulty to invite the students

as early as possible.

Shri Jagadish Ch. Das : Sir, I want to call the attention

of the Minister, Forests under Rule 54 of the Rules of
procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative
Assembly to the news item appearing in the Dainik Asom,
dated the 28th April, 1977 under the caption “BT F

FraEgid oA |

Dr Lutfur Rahman, (Minister): Sir, I was now informed

by the Secretary, Legislative Assembly that printed copies
have not reached the Assembly Secretariat. I have already
taken action and it will be laid on table within an hour.

Statement by Minister

Shri Mohammed Umaruddin, (Minister): While replying
to starred questions No. 189 and 190 by Shri Ram Chandra
Sarma on 7.4. 77,1 had given an assurance to the House
that T would make a statement in the E ouse on the functioning
of the Farming Corporations of the State. [ therefore
propose to briefly state the position for information of
the Hon’ble Members.
= Ia;dOzT:dAZ;an:h{\gricultural Farming C orporalio'n A-ct *73
facilitating agricunlz./?ugmt House with the OWEEg o
cultivators into corpc;lit farm.mg b s af:tual
; e bodies to manage and cultivate
agr:c-:ultural land in such a manner as would ensure the
maximum return to the cultivators. The concept of the

-

L
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legislation was to bring in a change in the people’s general
outlook towards land so that there may be more emphasis on
land-use rather than on land-ownership. Without giving to
the cultivators any right of transfer or automatic right
of inheritance over the land, the scheme of the Act sought
just to allot some land to the landless cultivators, providing
at the same time all the facilities necessary, community as well
as individual, for applying improved methods of cultivation
to ensure that every plot of land is put to the best possibie
use and every cultivator also gets the maximum returia
for his labour. Although the emphasis was on Agriculture
the Act, in fact, envisaged an integral development of
the cultivators by taking in its purview also avocations
like horticulture, poultry, animal husbandry, pisciculture

and sericulture.
2. The Rules under the Act were so framed and a model

memorandum of Association for the Corporations Wwas
also so prepared that these Corporations may smoothly
fanction and duly achieve the objectives underlying the Act.

3. Altogether 12 Agricultural Farming Corporations
have so far been set up in the State- These are Champabati
in Dhubri Subdivision, Sidhabar i-Bakaitari in Goalpara
Subdivision, Silpota  in Kokrajhar Subdivision, Panbari in
Golaghat Subdivision, Puberan in Dibrugarh Subdivision,
Boginadi in North Lakhimpur:Subdivision, Jamuna-Mandanga
in Nowgong Subdivision, Marigaon in Marigaon Subdivision,
Bhardhora in Sibsagar Subdivision, Sonitpur and Purbajyoti
in Tezpur Subdivision and Chargola in Karimgan]
Subdivision.

4. 27544 bighas ofland were allotted to these 12 Farming
Corporations by the Revenue and Forest Departments and



78 Statement by Minister 9 May

1593 members have joined these Corporations by becoming
share holders. The share holder members are allotted
9 bighas of land of which one bigha is for the purpose
of homestead. The members have to pay an annual fee
of Rs. 40/- as administrative charge to the Corporation
and 12/- as annual revenue for the holding.

5. A substantial part of the land allotted by the Revenue
and Forest Departments required reclamation and so far
6850 bighas of land have been reclaimed through tractor-
isation and another 6527 bighas is still awaiting reclamation. ——
The break-up of the land allotted to each Farming
Corporation together with the Capacity of members that
can be accommodated, the land reclaimed so far, the
land still remaining to be reclaimed and the actual number
of members joining the A. F. C. by becoming share holders

is shown in table I of the statement which is circulated
to the Hon’ble Members.

6. In each Farming Corporation 30% of the total land
available is to be kept reserved for what is called the "\}f
growth complex. Leaving aside the land necessary for
office and residential buildings, godowns, roads etc. the
remaining land available for the growth complex is to be
brought under cultivation directly by the Farming corporation
as its orchard so that the crops raised therein might serve
the purpose of demonstration to the members as well as
give sufficient returns {o the Corporation.

: 1. After undertaking the necessary soil testing and taking
INto account also the input availabilities a cropping pattern
has been prescribed for each of the Farming Corporation, and
not only in the growth complex but also in the members’ fields
this prescribed cropping pattern is required to be followed.
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8. To bring the Corporations to a firm footing the State

. Govt. have, besides allotting the land to the Corporation, ma-
de share capital contribution in cashamounting Rs. 31. 52 laklis
and grants in-aid amounting to Rs. 10.58 lakhs. In addition
to this cash contributions, State Govt. also bears the expen-
diture on staff and other office ancillaries for the Corporation
and an expenditure of ‘Rs. 9.79 lakhs has been incurred
by the Govt. on the Corporations on this account upto
31.3.77. The A.F.C.-wise share " capital contribution,
grants-in-aid and expenditure on staff and office is shown
in table II of the statement circulated to the Hon’ble

Members ,

9. Besides the financial assistance just mentioned arrange-
ments for Bank finance to the Farming Corporations are
also made and for this purpose each Farming Corporation
is adopted by one or the other of the .C_omme‘rcial Banks.-
These banks have so far - disbursed a loan of Rs. 7.54
. lakhs out of which Rs. 4.62 lakhs have since been repaid
Jeaving an outstanding of Rs. 2.92 lakhs.

A. F: C ~wise position of ‘Bank loan is shown in °

table TII of the Statement circulated.

i 10. The approximate value of the yield in the members’
' field has been found to be of. the order of above Rs.
51 lakhs annually. The different crops raised, . the areas
covered and the yield obtained in the various A. F. Cs
in the year 1976 is shown in the table IV of the statement

= circulated. Besides this, crops were also raised in varying
=7 - degrees in the growth complexes of the A.F. Cs and in

the year 1976 altogether 1018 bighas of land were brought
under cultivation under this head and an yield of
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607.42 quintals valued at Rs. 52418 was obtained.
The A.F.C-wise break-up of the cultivation in the growth
complex is shown in table V of the statement circulated.
11. One of the Deputy Secretaries in the Agriculture
Department has been appointed as the Controller of the
Farming Corporations under the Act and he has been
responsible for the working on the agricultural farming
Corporations and providing necessary guidance to them.
An officer of the rank of Joint Director, Agriculture is
also specially entrusted to inspect and supervise the work
of the farming corporations. 7 of the Farming Corporations
have since been audited by Chartered Accountants and
their audit reports for accounts pertaining to the year 1974
have since been received. The remaining Corporations are also
being audited and the audit for the years 1975-76
in respect of the farming Corporations is being undertaken.

STATEMENT ON THE FARMING CORPORATIONS

Table-1
A F.C’ Area allotted Capacity Area Area Actual No.
(in bigha) reclaimed Still to  of Share-
(in bigha) be recla- holder
imed (in
bigha)
1. Champabati 1165 96 165 == 50
2. Sidhabari Bakaitari 4113 310 — — 92
3. Silpota 1700 = 132 — — 66
4. Panbari 255055 75524187 — 34
5. Puberun 2001155551253 847 147
6. Boginadi 1508 118 —_ == 110
7. Jamuna Maudanga 2500 194 1400 1100 163
8. Morigaon 1913 148 == = 119
9. Bhardhara 2569 247 — — 247
10. Sonitpur I'SOOS=S1G 720 780 48
11. Purbajyoti 5000 400 1200 3800 400
12. Chargola 1025 80 — — 18

Total 27544 2171 . 6850 6527 1594
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Table—IT (As on 31-3-77)
Name of A.F.C. Govt. contribution since begining (Rupees in Lakh)
Staff/office expenditure Share Capital
Contribution Grant in aid
. made in cash
1 2 3 4
1.~ Panbati—A~F.C: 1.18 2:10 1.11
2. Puberun = 1.20 2.0 0.94
3. Baginadi ., 1.21 1.78 0.89
4. Purbajyoti ., 1.14 4.90 0.93
5. Jamuna Maudanga ,, 0.89 2.27 0:90 |
6. Bhardhara , 1.31 3.10 1.05
7. Marigaon ,, 0.84 2.08 1.16
8. Champabati , 0.95 2.07 0.94
9. Sidhabari Bakaitari 0:50 3-85 0:66
10. Sonitpur ,, 0.39 2.47 0.60
11. Silpota 5y 0.09 2.64 0.50
12. Chargola A.F.C. 0.05 2kl - -0.82
Total 9.79 31.52 10.58
Table—I1I

Bank Finance (Rs.in lakhs)

~ Loan disbursed  Loan repaid 1..0'1n outstdndmg

T AEC 2:6] 1-97 064
2. Puberun 075 057 018
3. Baginadi nil nil nil
4. Purbajyoti 1S 041 074
5. Jamuna Maudanga 061 040 021
6. Bhardhara 172 1-10 0:62
7. Marigaon 017 015 002
8. Champabati 0-36 0:02 034
9. Sidhabari Bakaitari 017 — 017
10. Somtpm nil nil nil
11. Silpota nil nil nil
12. Chargola nil nil nil
Total T T4 462 292"
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Table—1V
(Area in bighas)

Name of A F.C. Ahu Sali Wheat Mustard Potatoe other Total Value
estem- (Rs.in
eted  Jakhs)
ot
turn

W in Ql.

1. Panbari 862 414 112 .5 -— 36 801 i-30

2. Puberun 150 520 170 130 20 30 01300 097

3. Baginadi 150 450 — —_— — 100 . 1840 1:12

4. Purbajyoti 1372 1189 228 1390 . 400 100 6012 7°34

5. Jamuna Maudanga 387 518 138 — 7 3066 244

6. Bhardhara 480 1779 — 42 - — 7800 577

7. Marigaon 188 90 59 26 —_ 6l 206 1°53

8. Champabati 200 100 — = — 79 224 017

9. Sidhabari Bakaitari 325 — — = == 220 330 030

10. Sonitpur 25008 — 80 100 - 43 54 0:006
11. Silpota 210 250 98 180 2L 44 507 0:46
12. Chargola — — — — e A — —
4,574 5710 767 2,101 4231 645 26.090 21.306 Lkh
Table V
(For the year 1976)

Name of A.F.C Area cut turn Value in Rupees

1. Jamuna Maudanga 53 Bighas 218.43 Qtl. 15.021:00

2., 'Puberun = 3 ot

3. Baginadi 62.5 200213 = 11,0659:5]

4. Panbari 387 32:33 Plus 3.472'82

standing crop of
sugar

5. Purbajyoti 129 691 4,714°88

6. Sidhabari Bakaitar; 3 (pineapple) — -

7. Bhardhara 37 13-44 5,747:60

8. Chargola — e s

PRuiMaricacn 50 7025 5,219'83

1 Silpotd 172:5 3000 4,575:00
4 1000 veg. seedling

Il. Champabati 53 27-31 2.571°25

12, Sonitpur 71 661 (crop damaged) 3700

Total V13 oU7: 41 KS.52,418 29

N/
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Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi: Sir, I want to seek one
clarification from the Minister. At the time of formation of
farming corporation assurance was given by the Government
that fund will be provided for construction of roads,
bridges and embankments. But up till now most of the
farming corporations are suffering because they have no
approach road, bridges and embankments. Therefore, may |
know from the Minister what action has been taken by the
Government to provide fund for construction of apprOﬁCh
roads, bridges and embankments ?

Shri Md. Umaruddin, (Minister) : Sir, the corporations
stand on a different footing. So° far as communication
is concerned most of them have excess. In one or two Cases
there may be necessity for improving the communication
or other approaches. The gquestion is, if there is P-W D-.
road we can request the P-W.D. to improve it and if
there no such road we have to construct it. This matter
will have to be examined. There is the question of provision

of fnnd also. Anyway, I can assure the hon’ble member
that this matter will be examined.

nvir. Deputy Speaker : Now item No.5. Md. Umaruddin.

chri Md. Umaruddin, (Minister) : Sir, Whiie replying to the
Starred Question No. 47 put by Smiti. Tarulata Bora
regarding the Philobari Irvigation Scheme on DTS/
supplementaries were raised as to whether farmers who have
been assessed to water rate were actually supplied with
water or not, Questions were also raised as to whether
during my visit to Philobari in last January farmers had

complained of wrong assessment of water rate or assessment
without supplying any water.
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~ As specific reply to all the detailed questions was not
possible from memory without calling for rccords it was
desired that T should make a statement before the House.
Further materials have since been collected and I propose

to furnish the same to clarify the position.

2. On 21.1.77 I had visited the Philobari Irrigation
Scheme accompanied by Addl. Chief Engineer, zone III,

Executive FEngineer Irrigation, Dibrugarh and S.D. O.

Tinsukia. Smti. Tarulata Bora, M.L.A was also present

during the visit.

3. One Sri Lilaram Phukan had submitted to me at
the site a petition addressed to the Chief Engineer, Irrigation,
praying for an enquiry and due action on his grievance
payment of irrigation charges

that a demand notice for
for land

was issued for supply of water to 20 bighas
although the land standing in his name was only 16 bighas.
Also out of his said land, about 3/4 bighas were high and
unirrigable land. He further stated that the supply of
water was received only towards the end of the crop
period. I took note of the complaint petition and endorsed
it to the FExecutive Engineer, Irrigation, Dibrugarh on
the: spot. with a direction to take necessary action

immediately.

4. Some villagers had also verbally represented to me
regarding  alleged anamolies in  the area shown in the

demand notices. Besides, some of them had also prayed
for  taking up supply of irrigation - water in some
additional areas. I had instructed the officers accompanying
me to make a proper enquiry on the complaints regarding

the demand notice as well as to explore the possibilities

v/
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of irrigating additional areas in: the upper reaches along
the idle length of the cannal. I had further instructed
the concerned officers that the actual area which can be
irrigated should be clearly identified by contour survey.
The Ground Water Wing was also directed to explore &
arrange installation of shallow tube wells through institu-
tional finance for irrigating the high lands which cannot
be irrigated by flow irrigation. To ensure action, it was
also followed up in the form of a tour note issued vide
Addl. Chief Engineer’s No. CEI (IB) 10/76,10 dt. 3rd Feb/77.

5. The Addl. Chief Engineer, zone IIL has since made
a local enquiry along with the A.D.O. and the Executive
Engineer, Irrigation Dibrugarh. Tt transpired during discu-
ssions with the public at the time of this enquiry that
the areas of land shown against the pattadars 1D the
land records donot always agree with the area under
actual occupation of the pattadars in the field. The area
actually supplied with water in the field - differs from the
area shown to be irrigated in the demand notice as the
area shown in the demand notice was based on the area
as per land records. Once the revenue records are corrected
and made uptodate this discrépency will be removed.
Action is being taken in this regard.

6. The actual area that has been supplied with water
will be physically determined by detailed field survey in
the month of July’?77, when the fields will receive supply
of water. The survey will be conducted jointly by the
local officers of the Revenue Department and the Irvigation
Deptt. associating. also the local councillor of the Mahkuma
Parisad.
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7. During the visit, T had observed, as conveyed through

the tournote earlier mentioned that—

The river Doom Dooma has some regular discharge
at down stream though the river has very little rabi
potential at the Upper reach. As a long term measures
it may be examined whether series of low dams or barrages
can be constructed across the river at suitable points
where valley storage in low lying areas is possible to
utilise the water so stored to Irrigate adjoining paddy
field. Similars investigation may be conducted on other

small rivers also.

After seeing the topography of the command area
of Philobari ‘Scheme Minister gauged the limitation of
flow Irrigation Scheme in commanding the areas. The land
is very much undulating. Though the land was levelled
to some extent it is still full of low narrow valleys and
high patches. The high patches cannot be commanded
by flow Irrigation as crossing of the low lying valleys
by canal system will be very costly.

Minister desired that by contour survey the actual area
which can be commanded by the flow Irrigation should
be clearly marked and only in that arca C.A.D. work
fiay be taken up. For the high patches Agriculture
Department is (o advise the farmers to change the
Cropping pattern and Ground Water Wing should take up
work of installing shallow tube wells. Some 35 Nos. of
private tubewells are there. The  tube wells should be
installed with institutional finance to be owned by individual

or group of farmers.

N , =
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1

The Philobari scheme hasa long idle length of canal.

Some New: areas has been opened up in the Upper reach.

Intead of allowing the water to be lost in transit the

area in the Upper reach should be brought into command.

Laying of Rules, Reports, Statement KEtc.

Mr. Speaker : Now, Item INOE=G:

Shri Surath Chandra Daolagupu ( Minister ) : Sir, I beg
to lay the Annual Report of Assam Khadi'® and Village

Industries  Board for the. year 1973-74 and 1974-75.

Mr. Speaker : Now, Item N‘o. s

Shri Md. Umaruddin (‘Minister ) :  Sir, I beg to lay the

gixth Annual Report, 1972-73 of Assam Seeds Corporation
Limited.

Mr. Speaker : Now, Item No. 8.
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : Sir, 1 beg

to lay the Assam Elementary Education Provincialisation
Rules, 1977.

Government Bill

Mr. Speaker : Now, Item No. 9.

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ): Sir, 1 beg leave to

introduce the Assam Cattle Preservation ( Amendment )
Bill, 1977.

Mr. Speaker : Has the Minister leave of the

House to
introduce the bill ?

("Voices :''Y€s; " Yes. )
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Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister) : Sir, [ beg to introduce the .
bill. ( Secretary, Assam Legislative Assembly, then read out
the title of the Bill ).

Mr. Speaker : There is a message from the Governor.
The message is this.

Rajbhavan
Shillong
The 12th March, 1977.

Under the provision of Article 207 (3 ) of the Con- :.\q
stitution of India, I, Lallan Prasad Singh, Governor of
Assam, recommend that the Assam ( Sales of Petroleum and
Petroleum Products, including Motor spirit and Lubricants )
Taxation ( Amendment ) Bill, 1977, be taken into consid-

eration by the Assam Legislative Assembly.
L. P. Singh,
Sd : Governor of Assam.

Now, the Chief Minister.

¥/
F .

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, I beg to move
that the Assam (Sales of Petroleum and Petroleum Products,
including Motor Spirit and Lubricants ) Taxation ( Amen-
dment ) Bill, 1977, be taken into consideration.

Mr. Speaker : The motion moved-

Now, I put the motion. The motion is that the Assam
( Sales of Petroleum and Petroleum Products, including

Motor Spirit and Lubricants ) Taxation ( Amendment )
Bill, 1977. be taken into consideration. : o

( After a pause )
The motion is passed.
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Mr. Speaker: As there is no amendment in Item No. (b),
now we may pass on to Item No. ().

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : Sir, I beg
to move that the Assam (Sales of Petroleum Products,
including Motor Spirit and Lubricants) Taxation (Amendment)
Bill, 1977, be passed.

Mr. Speaker : The motion is moved. Now, I put the main
motion. The motion is that the Assam (Sales of Petroleum
and Petroleum Products, including Motor Spirit and
Lubricants Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1977 be passed.

(After a pause)
‘The motion is passed. The bill is passed.
Mr. Speaker : Now, there is a message from the Governor.

The message is this:

Rajbhavan
Shillong.
2nd May, 1977.
I recommend under Article 207 (3) of the constitution
¢ Tndia that the Assam Panchayati Raj (Fifth Amendment)
Bi 11 1977, be considered in the Assam Legislative Assambly-
Sd : L. P. Singh,
Governor.
Now, Item No. I11.
Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : Sir, I beg to move that

the Assam Panchayati Raj (Fifth Amendment) Bill, 1977,
be taken into consideration.
Mr. Speaker : The motion moved.

Shri Badan Chandra Talukdar :

: Sir, this Fifth amendment
of the Assam Panchayat Raj Act has now come before the
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house for comsideration. In our State, there was a three
tier system of Pancha vati Raj. Sir, this Amendment Bill
has been brought to include some areas of the Tea Garden
belts which were so long excluded from thc operation of
the Panchayati Raj Act. This is the reason given for bringing
up the amendment bill. PRut, Sir, actually in the main
Act, there was no provision of exclusion of Tea Garden
areas. Sir, Section 2 of the Act says that *‘‘it extends to
all the villages of the entire State except the areas of
Autonomous Districts under the 6th Scheduie of the
Constitution of India’. Sir, in that sense, these Tea Garden
areas are not actually excluded from the operation of
the Assam Panchayati Raj Act 72. But there is also mention
about the villages. Here the Hon’ble Minister has stated
that under the definiticn of villages, Tea Garden areas
do not fall. Now, Sir, after this Act came into operation,
some provision has been made to include the representatives
of the Tea Garden areas in the Mahkuma Parishads
anc Gaon Panchayats by the Govt. Sir, this provision 's
against the spirit of democratic functioning. But, Sir, by
that I do not mean that I am against the inclusion of
representatives of Tea Garden areas. My objection is about
the provision of nomination by the Govt. Sir, as a matter
of “fact, this ~Govt; have made such provision of
nomination of members not only in the Panchayats
but “also “in “the .. Town Committees, Municipalities
which is against the very norm of democratic functioning.
SIT, in this way these Institutions are controlled by the Govt.
S0, the democratic functioning is hampered. Sir, this Act
was passed in 1972 but most of the provisions of the
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Act have not yet been implemented, such as Panchayati
Adalat and Naya Adalat etc. Sir, this is very important.
Then, Sir. recently there was a hue and cry regarding the
the legal-aid to the poor people. But uptil now nothing
has been cone in that respect in the Panchayati Raj Act.
Sir, there was a provision in the Act regarding the Panchayati
Adalat where the pretty cases can be settled at the lower
level without financial hardship to the litigants public.
But this chapter of the Panchayati Raj Institutions
has not yet been implemented. Now, Sir, there is a
tendency oil the part of the Government that this
self-Governnent institutions  has to be strengthened
democratically. The grass roots of democracy which is at
the lower level the Gaon Panchayats should be strengthened.
But our aim 13- to decentralise both the adminis-
trative and the economic policies to the lower so that
ihe people can _have a say to their Own sphere and
they can be associated with the planning of the country
and these institutions. Now, Sir, it isa sad thing to be
mentioned that these  instituiions were noOt allowed to
grOW which 1s most necessary at present. These institutions
chould be allowed to grow so that the institutions can be
strengthened and through which our working can be brought
to the lowest level of administration. This 3-Tier system,
the Gaon Panchayat and the Mahkuma Parishad, but the
powers are not decentralised from top the lowest leve].
Instead the power is centralised in the Mahkuma Parishag.

I have some experience in the working of this. The powerg

to be given to the Gaon Panchayats were very less apg
Y less .o
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that was cotrolled by the Mahkuma Parishad. So the
aim of the Panchayati Raj was to give effective control
to the affairs of the Gaon Panchayats itself. When
there was a discussion in the House regarding the
functioning of the lower institutions of the Panchayati
system there was an allegation, and it was true also that
the main handicap of the function of the Panchayats was
the resources. They were not economically viable. That
is why the Panchayats cannot do any social work like
that of construction of roads, drinking water etc. Now,
to do away with these difficulties this system of Panchayat
Acts has to be amended by this Act so that they can
get more resources and they can perform the duties
allotted to them. It is now evident that these Gaon
Panchayats are again faced with paucity of funds for which
‘they fail to perform their duties. Without sufficient fund
at their disposal no development works can be expected or
cannot basic necessity of people cannot be provided by these
institutions. Now, Sir, the present Panchayat Act has given
some powers to the Panchayats to levy taxes, such as, cycle
tax, bullock-cart tax, house tax etc. But we must see whether
the rural people for whom power to pay taxes are given,
they have been benefited. On the other hand there was sonie
disparities, for example, the cycle tax for a year by the
Municipality or the Town Committeec is Rs. 2.00, but the

P ancha.yat imposed Rs. 6.00 per year which brings some
hardships to the people. That was also decided by the

Mahkuma Parishad. Power is not given to the Gaon
Panchayats. Now, we have some blocks created in the light
of the All India pattern. These blocks after the introduc-
tion of the new Panchayat Act, the blocks have become




)

[ N

1977 Government Bill 93

non-entity. Funds are there, officers are there having no
work to perform. All these properties, staff are placed
under the respective Mahkuma Parishads. The vehicles were
withdrawn from the Block to the Mahkuma Parishads and

the Block Development Officers are not without work.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister ) : Sir, on a point of
information and also submission, I think the honble
Member should confine to the scope of the Amendment
as shown in the Bill.

Shri Badan Chandra Talukdar :  Sir, it is now consideration
stage. So I can speak.

Mr. Speaker : Yes, you will get sufficient time to speak
in the consideration stage, it is the introduction stage.
Consideration must remain within the scope of Amendment
proposed.

ghri Badan Chandra Talukdar: Not necessarily. INow,
Sir, while considering the Panchayat system it is our duty
also to strengthen the Panchayat institutions. That 18 enshri-
ned in the directive principles of the Constitution also. As
I have said mere changes of the working of the Pattern of
the Panchayats will not do any good to the institutions
itself. My point is this whatever paltern Wwe adopt we
should give a fair chance to do some work and without any
interference from the top. Now, Sir this amendment was brought
to include the areas of the tea garden. In the previous
occasion also when the Bill was passed by this
and this act was passed, we discussed in

House
this House that
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there was a great demand for inclusion of the tea garden r
areas in this and that the Panchayat system should be
extended to the tea garden areas also,-by not including
them but by excluding from the operation of the Panchayat
Act. people are deprivec of the of the i
Panchayat system. Though it is very late now when the

Government brought this Amendment, I am not opposing

These benefit

to the amendmeni. We demanded it earlier also to ‘inciude
these areas and those people. In this there
was a clause by which at present these areas are represented \;r
by some nominated I shall
comes clause by clause for consideration. Here, it is said

amendment

members. discuss it when it
that the present nominated members will continue till the
expiry of the Present term of the Panchayat institutions
like the Mahkuma Parishads and the Gaon Panchayats
respectively. But there are some difficulties.

Mr. Before I make an |
announcement : 1 hereby inform that Shri RS
Premodhar Bora, an elected member of Assam Legislative a
Assembly from 111 Bihupuria Assembly Constituency has
Legislative

May, 1977 !
This is

adjourn, I want to
House

Speaker :
the

membership of the Assam
the 9th

resignation.

resigned from the

Assembly with effect from today

(afternoon) and 1

for information
The House

have accepied the
of the House.

stands adjourned till 2/30 p.m.

’"“ Shri Badan Chandra Talukdar : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir.
’fne Panchayati raj system in our. countiry is yet to take root
i the soil though Panchayaii system in now in this country-
From time immemorial there was some sort of such village
republic. They were also very powerful and the Emperors

o ) s s 1) .
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or the Central Government whatever may be its character
were respectful to this lowest strata of the administration.
Even the Britishers also recognised the importance of the
village units and their functioning. In this connection
I would like to quote from the minutes of the 1830 of
Sir Madcoff, the then Acting Governor General of India.
Fe said that the village communities weie little republics
functioning within themselves and independent of any
foreign rules. They seemed to last whereas everything else
lost. Dynasty after dynasty tumbled down but the village
community remained the same. This had contributed
more than any other cause to preservation oif the
people of India through all the revolutions and changes
which they suffered and in a high degree conducive to
their happiness and to the enjoyment. The Acting Governor
General therefore said that the wvillage constitution may
never be disturbed and nothing should be done to break
them up. Thus tribute was paid by the then Acting
Governor General, subsequently during the British raj the
importance of the village communities of the Panchayat
systems that were prevailing at that time WeTe reduced |
to non-entity  After independence duc to the influence of
the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandihi, the spirit
to revive the villlage republic was again started, and as a
result in the directive principles this was incorporated in
our constitution also. Sir, now we have established Panchayati
raj, but it has become the mere agency of the Government.
In trifling matters also some Gaon Panchayats or Mahkuma
Parishads if it is not subscribing to the whims of the

the Government they were superseded or otherwise
harrassed. There may be mistakes, but we should be
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tolerant. The main point is to allow each to grow and
take its roots in the soil. In this connection I would
like to refer how the ancient village republics as it were
called at that time were referred to by the historians ;
how the Emperors respected them. In this connection I
would like to refer to an inte resting instance given
by Dr. Aitekar which took place during the reign of
king Ibrahim Adil Shah of Bijapur. *“A suit involving the
right to the post of the headman of the village of Masur
was decided against one Bapaji Mussalman by the Masur
Panchayat, and the decision was confirmed by the Tehsil
or Taluka Panchayat of karad. Bapaji Mussalman then
appealed direct to king Ibrahim Adil Shah, complaining
that he had not received proper justice owing to communal
prejudices. The Emperor refused to entertain the suit in
in this court, but ordered its re-trial by the Hindu Panch-
ayat of the famous holy place of Paithan. When this
Panchayat also refused to reverse the lower decisions, king
Ibrahim Adil Shah declined to take any further action”.
I referred it because the tendency now is that in the most
flimsy grounds the Mahkuma Parishads were superseded
or they werc removed as the Chief Executive Councillor
of phubri Mahakuma Parishad was removed. If they were
not in the line of the Congress then they were removed
and tht? Gaon Panchayats or the Mahkuma Parishads
‘g}f:erihr:;;:e?f That should not be the attitude of the
we really want the Panchayat system to

succeed. In this connection, Sir, I would like to draw

the attention of the Government to the plight of the

Panchayat employees. The Panchayati Raj system has
come into force long ago but the employees through




AN

1977 Government Bill 97

when the Panchayats have been working are not being
kept catisfied. Many employees have already retired
but their cases have not been considered with regard to
making them permanent. They have submitted many
representations to the Governmeni and submitted memoran-
cdum to the Government but uptil now their cases have not
been settled. So the Panchayati system cannot be successful. If
the employees’ problems are not settled they cannot be expec-
ted to perform their duties properly. So, I appeal to the Gov-
ernment to settle their just demands without further delay.
Why I say this ? Because I have got the experience of working
under the Panchayat though not under the present Government
but before them I have experience of working in the
panchayat and from my experience 1 know that many people
want to give their services to the society through these
institutions.  Sir, there may be some mistakes but they
should be looked with some sympathy. On the other hand
[ also caution the Government that there are many
complaints of money being misused, public money being
 misused, and not spent for the purposes for which
these were meant for. There should be proper contro! and
proper checking so that the money meant for the develop-
ment of rural areas, money meant for the basic amenities
of the people should not be misused or misappropriated by the
functionaries of these institutions. There is another probiem
that I want to mention here. The tea garden areas are to be
incorporated with the adjoining Gaon panchayats or Mahkuma
Panchavats. In one area the Population may be very big and
in that case 1 would like to suggest that if necessary there

can be another Gaon Panchayat and this should find a
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place after the amendment. In this respect some problems
may arise but I think that can be solved easily. With

these worcs I conclude my speech.

w39 s TerdE wimiRY, AGNHY APES WiZANR AN #f3
BIzAliG weAT wyIge #1937 @A f3 fme zaa wfaee ©fF
FUd 33 53F1IF AT GAIBE] Wi ACatgEicn AN €
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+Shri Biswanath Upadhyaya : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. 10
day the Minister, Panchayat in the undisposed starred question
of 4th May, question No. 356 he replied. the question was
d to the respesctive Mahkuma

on in the Subdivision
while calculating

asked-whsathzc funds arz allotte
parishads on the basis of the populati
he said ‘yes’. Then whether it is a fact that
the population of the Subdivision the population resicing
within tea garden grants are also taken into account ? The
reply is “yes’. If so, whether any provision was eveil made in
the budget of the Mahkuma Parishad for development works
in the tea garden areas ? If not, why? The reply given
is-provision in Mahkuma parishad budget is made on heads
of expenditure and not area-wise. Sir, I must express my
deep gratitude to the Minister, Panchayat in bringing this
legislation to the House because you know we are fighting
in this House for more than [5 years’and even we have

gone to the High Court; but now there is no need of
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the High Court because the Government is extending the

Panchayat Act 1o tea garden areas. Sir, you know during the
previous Govt. Anchalik Panchayat was there and there
was two tier system. Then again we approached the Govt.
on 7th October and 7th February 1974 when the Prime i
Minister Shrimati Indira Gandhi, she was halting here in the
Circuit House at Gauhati. Our Chief Minister took Us

to meet her to discuss the Lok Sabha eclection in which \
Shri Mohitosh Purkayastha was a candidate. We went
to meet the Prime Minister Shrimati Indira Gandhi and |

Vo
v/t

o
then I had to bring this matter to the notice of the Prime ~ap
Minister. The next day a telegram was sent by the Chief
Minister to me that here by we are going to nominate
persons to the Panchayat from tea garden areas, and in
every Mahkuma Parishad there are two members from the
tea garden areas. In IKKarimganj Sub-division there was
difficulty in passing the budget, they were ‘not going to vote
the budget because thzy demanded some money for
the tea garden areas. They said this fund is meant for X
the village area only. Though the fund was allotted on
the basis of population including tea garden arca but that money

was being spent in village area, not a single paise was k
coming to tea garden area. Then to clarify the position #l
the Secretary of the Mahkuma Parishad wrote to the Govi. k
and the Govt, by their letter No. PDA. 214/74/20 dated
Dispur, the 27th December 1974 from the Deputy Secretary

to the Government of Assam, Panchayat and Community
Development Deptt. to the Secretary, Karimganj Mahkuma
Parishad, he wrote—with reference to your letter quoted ‘
above, I am directed to say that the Tea Garden areas are
outside the Assam Panchayat Raj Act, 1973. Sir, money
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has been allotted on population basis but the Govt. said
this fund cannot be allotted to tea garden areas because

the tea garden areas are outside the Panchayati Raj Act.

They have been deprived. Sir, why we are demanding

extension of Panchayati Raj Act to the tea garden area.

There are reasons, Sir. I want to mention some of the

reasons. Sir, it is said that tea garden area is industrial

area. I understand, but it is based on agriculture and

besides that a ‘large number of area is not wunder

plantation, a vast area is under paddy which are raised by
the tea garden labourers and ex-tea
Sir, not only

garden labourers.
this even some taxes are being collected
from tea garden area, for instances, licence for the factory
and other things also. Taxes are collected from the tea
garen area but no financial assistance is

garden people. Sir, I was going to tell
the

given 1o fea

you what are

reasons we are demanding extension of the Panchayati

Raj Act to the tea garden area. In the election they are

given franchise right because the party wants their vote
but in the Panchayati Raj Act they arede

prived of their
franchise right-

Then Sir. we wanted to give them political
right to safeguard their interest.

For example how they
are exploited, there is

no development activity in tea
garden areas. The situation

in Assam and the situation
in Cachar is quite different. In Cachar only 309 people
are workers. Under the Plantation Iabour Act, ration,
medical facilties, housing facilities and other facilties to
be given are not given for the working population, for
tea garden working population ; there was no agency to
look after them.

Ration, medical facilities, Housing facilities and other

facilities. They are not made responsible for the working
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class population. There is no agency to look after them.
Here not a single paise has been spent from the Government
to the tea garden areas. They have been deprived in the
matter of relief. In last June in Cachar, when there was
district of Cachar side, the D.C.
from the Government

sericus flood in the
said that we cannot go away
policy. We urged the Deputy Commissoner that they must
give rtelief to the tea garden workers in that area as the
people there were starving there. We repeatedly demanded
whether they are not the people of Assam as to deprive
them. If they are also the people of Assam why then
they are deprived of the relief Sir, previously [ was

representing the Ratabari constituency and there was a

labour welfare centre. The previous government helped us
by allotting 30 bighas of land for the welfare centre.

I started this welfare centre as the previous
gave us 30 bighas of land for this centre.

government

Some grants were given for the Bidyanagar Hindi
M. E. School for construction of the building of the School.
This was only Rs.l, 600-and for crops planting but this
governmeint. I v v reluctantly say, has not given a single
paise for this school also and my petition is still pending
in the welfare centre. Rs.466 -lakhs were spent for the
congress volunteers. iHas the government any right to
spend that money which was not meant for the congress
volunteers.  Why this huge amount was spent for the
congress volunteers instead of paying it to the tea garden
workers at least some portion of it. I do not find any
logic of this. The amount which was granted by this
sionse for the welfare of the people were spent for the
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congress volunteers. Even the money that had been allotted
for the labour class population was spent for other purposes.
Sir, these tea garden people have got no right over the
land and even the banks are not prepared to advance
loans to them. They submitted schemes but the banks
refuted them. Even the irrigation and other facilities of
the developmental activities no heed is paid. Even the

Government did not recognise the list prepared for the
tea garden population as the schemes were prepared
by the Gaon Panchayat and the Union. Previously the
Government side prepared a list for the landless people
in the tea gardens also. This time also we prepared a
list of landless people from the tea oarden areas but at
the time of allotment of lands they rejected it. A meeting
was convened and the Chief Minister was invited to attend
and the Chief Minister attended that meeting. In that
meeting a deputation under the leadership of Shri Kamakhya
prasad Tripathy was sent to meet the Chief Minister
and the Chief Minister made a commitment that the reso-
lution of the delegation will be honoured. We had (0
struggle for a long time and after that many lands weie
distributed and the Chief Minister Wwas yery much proud
to say in his budget speech that home stead land have
been provided to about 350 fFamiles and house sites Wwere
provided under the minimum needs programme. But did
any house site was provided to any ted garden popuiation
in. Cachar. 1 say, no. Honourable Iviembers have said
house sites have been provided. Out of 70,000 house sites
provided, the tea garden population did not get any not

a single one was allotted to tea garden labourers in Cachar.
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Sir, you know when the Tea garden management surren-
dered their lands these names were not recorded when the
Committee of this House took charge of the Committee
to examine the A.S.O., Ramkrishna-Nagar. The A. S. O.
in reply to the questions said in his examination that
he informed the Committee that in the case of draft
statement of the Tea garden there was no provision to
mention the names of tenants as in the case of lands
belonging to individuals. Some people complained that
their names were not recorded in the statement, but the
Circle officer said that he had not received any complaint
to this effect. He said that occupation was recorded on
the basis of the occupant’s statement although some people
present during the course of the enquiry contradicted this
statement and the Committee was satisfied as to veracity
of the contradiction with a reference to the records main-
tained by the Company. The garden authorities stood in
the way of issuing khatians to the occupants.

Sir, this is the Committee report and this report has
been sent to cold storage while the garden authorities
stood on the way of issuing Khatians. The Khatian Book
of Chargola Tea Estate and the map thereto was not
shown to us. We have found later on that the lands
which were given to the tea garden people long ago,
notices were issued to their sons for eviction. The paddy
Land Khatian Book of 1962 goes like—Section 1 of
Tarvincherra Grant, Saraju Goala (Notice issued to his
son Basudeb Goala. Dag No. 897. Land-2 bighas 8 khatas
and 9 chataks. Khatian Book No. 275. Sorup Bhat 111,
Tarvincherra. Dag No. 713. Land—9 khatas. Dag No. 804

Land-1 bighas, 14 khatas and 2 chataks. Khatian Book No. 226.
Ranjan Goala. Tarvincherra. Dag No. 730. Land-4 khatas [

~
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chataks. Dag No. 782-Land-18 khatas, 1 chataks. Dag No.
802, Land.2 bighas, 6 khatas, 6 chatakas. Khatian No.22&
Ram Surat Rajbhor, Tarvincherra. Dag No, 750-Land-6
khatas 10 chatakas. Dag No. 865. Land-1 bigha, 7 khatas
3 chatakas. Dag No. 890-Land-! bigha 16 khatas, 6 chatakas.
These lands were shown in the map of the Garden
prepared in the year 1962. Sir, these are the records and
these people are now being treated as encroachers in
the name of establishment of farming corporation. Sir,
when the Committee was constituted it was found that
they are not encroachers. Sir, in the vast tea garden
areas people were living for a long time but they are
now being treated as encroachers dna their names are not
recorded in the register. Therefore, I am bringing this fact
to the notice of the Govt. for guarding the interest of
these people. I am therefore of the opinion that the
panchayati Raj Act should be extended to the tea garden
areas also. The same conditions prevailing in Chandigarh and
other tea gardenareas of the District. These are the main
reasons for which we are demanding the extension of the
panchayati Raj Act to the tea garden areas. Previously
in the Anchalik Panchayat members were nominated from
the tea garden areas, but this was withdrawn by this
Govt. It pained me when I heard one of my colleagues
making a statement, remarked that I have suffered a crush-
ing defeat in the Anchalik Panchayat election. It is a fact
that I have lost. But only with a margin of 3 votes.
There is a reason for this defeat. Some people of the tea
garden areas have joined hands with my opponents who have

been nominated to the Anchalik Panchayat. He therefore
put pressure on them and threatened that if they do not
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support him, they will be sacked, and ultimately they
have voted against me. I have got documents to prove
that. I can prove this fact by producing documents. Sir, as
you know this gentleman was always selling tea garden
lands illegally. Here is an example a letter while he was going
to Calcutta, wrote a letter at Khumbhirgram airport, to
Amin Babo, Chargula T.E. The contenis are, “You are
hereby requested to get Faroks and Kamuliats signed by
M.M. Singh in case if anything has to be issued and
keep all records upto date, per advice of M.M. Singh. I
am coming back by 3rd Feb. Nothing more, keep property
alright and keep strict and serious vigilance on Govt.
action”. As he was selling illegally the tea garden lands
he was always opposed to me. He was also helping
Mr. Nandi in every affair. How he was elected here is
the record. He writes to Mr. Nandi ‘““Dear Mr. Nandi
Sahab, Do not get surprised for bearer of this is with
you. Bhajan Baboo came and everything has been settled
for HERws is working. Today, I have sent him for actually
to discuss area and all problem and working, B. N. is
again active and helping the police and he is trying to
come again with us creating ail problem for the political
field and to feed his old grudge against. So please see
what can be done to safeguard the industry. Please come
one day to discuss all those problems. Now regarding the
letter he would ask for reply, so in reply you just write
a chit to me conferring having received this letter and
mentioning your date of meeting me to discuss all problems”....
Sir, everything was finalised as he was helping him. He

said that T have suffered a crushing defeat, Because the
management was helping him with petrol, vehicle and money

T
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in the last election also, he was given nomination from my
constituency. The Chief Minister was against me giving
any nomination. It was Shri Chandrashekar at whole help
I got the nomination. Also it was with the help of the
then Prime Minister I was given the nomination. There-
fore, Sir. il was not a fact that I have suffered a crushing
defeat. 1 have got the nomination with the help of Janata
Party Chairman, Shri Chandrashekar. He is Janata Party
Chairman now. Sir, [ am very sorry to say that our Chiefl
Minister as a party leader he has given a very good certificate.
The other day he was reading that certificate here Sir.

Mr. Deputy Speaker : Mr. Upadhaya you please speak on .
Panchayat. (noise)

Shri Biswanath Upadhaya : Sir, I am reading the Chief
Minister’s letter.

My dear Mr. Nandi,

I would like to refer to your resignation written to
me three months ago. It was not possible for me to
release you then. Now in the new situation, it is necessary
for some of us to devote ourselves to the organisational
works. In the circumstances, I am inclined fo accept your
offer of resignation so that you can devote more time
towards organisational work. 1 may now request you to
submit formal resignation.

1 have appreciated your service you have rendered
to this Council of Ministers, the State and the people
and the organistaion.

With regards.
Y ours Sincerely,
Sd/-S.C. Sinha
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Sir, I have proved what type of man heis. Sir, our
Chief Minister is giving certificate to such people. Sir,
how can we remain in the party when our Chief Minister
is giving certificate to certain people. Sir, there are other
allegations also. I do not like to mention here all these
things.  Sir, T again thank our Panchayat Minister for

bringing this matter.
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Shri Jagannath Sinha : Mr. Speaker, sir, it is better to be
late than never. After all this bill has been introduced
and we are very much happy. Sir, we have started agita-
ting in this House as well as outside for bringing this
bill for extending the Panchayati Raj Act in the Tea
Garden Areas. Sir, when late lamented Fakhruddin Saheb
was the Panchayat Minister, he gave us assurance to our
union that Panchayati Act would be extended to Tea
Garden Areas also within six months. But it has been
delayed. Yet I would like to repeat again that it is better
to be late than never. Today the 9th May is a very big
day for the people residing in Tea Garden Areas because

today they are being taken at par with the people of the

other parts of the State. Sir, here in this House also I

have mentioned that the people of Indian origin living

.

s i LA
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in Uganda know it well that they are the Second Class
Citizen of that country. But here, Sir, just at the time of election
just at the time of exercising the franchise right during general
election we go to the Tea Garden people. But in the matter of
Self-Govt., these persons residing in Tea Garden Areas are
denied their fundamental rights. Sir, I on bahalf of these
jakhs and lakhs of pecple living in Tea Garden Areas,
through you, express my thanks to the Hon’ble Chief
Minister and the Hon’ble Minister of Panchayats and
all Hom’ble Members of this side of the House and also
T appeal to the Hon’ble Members sitting on the other
side of the House to consider the fate of the Tea Garden

people and extend their cooperation so that the bill is passed.
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#Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : Sir, I beg to submit that
the amendment that has been brought to this House by

me is with respect to a very simple matter—that is previously
in the original Act, the Panchayat areas were not included ;

only some nominated wmembers of the Panchayat, these

are provided in the Act. But on account of persistent

agitation in a peaceful manner in the tea garden areas,
and also the repeated move by the members, particularly,
who are coming from the tea garden areas, the Govern-
ment thought it proper and desirable also and justified to
include areas within the purview of Panchayat Act and
accordingly a simple amendment has been proposed which
has been circulated to all the hon. members. Now while
taking part by many hon. members against and in favour
of this amendment the orbit of discussion has been expanded
to such an extent that it covers almost all the activities
of the Government of Assam. Sir, it is no doubt a fact in

the rural areas all sorts of development schemes and prog-
rammes are to be drawn up by the Panchayat concerned

and also all the schemes are to be implemented and

executed through the peoples’ representatives at the grass-

root level, that is in the Panchayat area as well as through
the Mahakuma Parishads. Many development schemes and
programmes are earmarked and inserted in the Panchayat
Act. Many hon. members have said that majority of the
population of the State live in the village areas, and as such,
the developmental schemes as well as economic programmes

are to be implemented in the village areas. Naturally, the
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Panchayat which is the main machinery, the  executing
machinery and the agency of the government to implement
all these programmes, a very sacred and important
responsibility has been entrusted upon the office bearers
and the members of the Gaon Panchayat as well as the
Mahakuma Parishads. There is no doubt about it. Many hon.
members in course of their taking part in the discussion
are very critical to say that although these powers and
responsibilities have been incorporated in the Panchayat Act,
but as a matter of fact to that extent, the powers have
not been extended to the members in the field to be
executed by themselves. Sir, it is a matter of opinion, we
the members of this House, we pass Act that certain
schemes whether economic or developmental or adminis-
trative, these are enacted by certain legislation. Without
this, the people cannot be entrusted with full responsibil-
ities to execute these schemes and programmes and this
i8 the system in a democratic set up that through legislation
the people should be entrusted to discharge their respons-
ibilities and functions ; that is entrusted on them through
the passing of this Act. At the same time it is also the
duty and responsibility of the State Government or the
government to see that this entrustment—the responsibility
and functions alloted through an Act to the people are
pTOPG_ﬂy and rightly implemented and executed. In this
dlfec.tlon, also the Government should help them by
providing all necessary requirements as well as fund etec-
Sir, you know that the government is run solely on the
finance and fund collected by way of imposition of taxess
rates, fees and levies on the people and if the economi¢
condition of ‘the people by and large are good, the

L
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Government will have sumptuous fund to extend all sorts
of beneficial aides to this agency. But Assam, I think, is
the poorest State where more than 729 of the people
are living beyond poverty line. So it cannot be expected
that the Government may have a big fund, a sumptuous
fund and economically well off to give sufficient, and
according to necessity, fund to these organisations, inst-
itutions for taking up developmental and other economic
programmes. It depends upon the economic condition
of the people of this State. Nevertheless, the Government
is taking all sorts of endeavours and trying their utmost
to make these organisations at the grass-root level particul-
arly to be economically viable institutions, because the
economic conditon of the people may improve if all sorts
" of schemes and programmes towards the promotion of

economic condition of the people is successfully impleme:-
mented and timely and properly implemented.

Now, Sir, let me come to the main point. At the
outset I have stated that the amendment iS a Vvery simple
one. But the discussion on it extended to all the activities
of the Govt. of Assam. The main- amendment is for inclu-
sion of the tea garden areas within the purview of the
Panchayat Act. Sir, if you go through the amendment bill,
you will find that only 2 or 3 provisions of the original
Act have been sought to be amended by this bill. By inclu-
sion of this tea garden population benefits of the Panchayat
Act are sought to be extended to them. I am sure all
the Hon’ble Members will appreciate this. In the course
of discussion at the consideration stage some Hon’ble
Members have raised some pertinent points although they
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are not very relevant with the proposed amendment ; but
all the same T have noted them carefully and I shall see how
far these advices can be implemented from our side. With
these few words, Sir, I request the Hon’ble Members to

give an easy passage to this bill.

Mr. Speaker : The motion is that “The Assam Panchayati
Raj (Fifth Amendment) Bill, 1977, be taken into considera-

tion. (the motion is passed)

There is no amendment to clauses (2), (3) and (4)....c--
clauses (2), (3) & (4) forms part of the bill.c.c...... There
is an amendment to clause (5) in the name of Shri Talukdar.

He is to move.

Shri Badan Chandra Talukdar : Sir, I beg to move the
following amendment to clause (5) of the Assam Panchayati
Raj (Fifth amendment) Bill, 1977. “In clause 5, for the
words” the expiry of the current term of the Mohkuma
Parishad or Gaon Panchayat” occurring in lines twelfth,
thirteenth and fourteenth shall be substituted by the words
“30th  June, 199, by which dale elections of such
constituencies shall be completed.”

The purpose of the bill have been stated in the
‘statement of object and reasons’. Sir, it is felt that instead
of nominating representatives from tea garden population,
the tea garden population should be brought within
the operation of the Panchayat Act thereby allowing them
to participate in the functioning of the Gaon Panchayats
and Mohkuma Parishads. Clause 5 is against the spirit of
the reasons given in the statement of object and reasons.
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In clause 5, it is stated “Not withstanding anything in
the principal Act or the rules framed thereunder, the
Councillor or Councillors nominated under clause (d) of
cub-section (1) of .Section 20 of the principal Act to a
Mohkuma Parishad from tea garden areas and the member
nominated to a Gaon Panchayat under clause (e) of sub-
section (1) of Section 9 from the adjacent tea garden
arcas of the Gaon Panchayat shall continue to be such
Coundillor or Member as the case may be, till the expiry
of the current term of the Mohkuma Parishad or Gaon
Panchayat.” Sir, elections to Gaon Panchayats and Mohkuma
Parishads were held in the year 1974, and the present term will
expire after 2 years from now. If for this long period if
we allow the nominated members to continue then the
very principle of bringing this amendment will be defeated.
So I bring this amendment, and I hope that the Govt.

will accept my amendment for the simple reason that we

have come to this House with this amending bill to do
away with the nominated representation of the tea garden
areas, and to give a chance to the population of the tea

garden areas to participate directly in the affairs of the
Gaon Panchayats and Mohkuma Parishads and to elect

their own representatives. As I have already stated in my

speech in the consideration stage that the principle of

nomination is against the very ideal of democracy. As a
lllattel' of fact in the Financial Memorandum also it is
said that for the purpose of electing members and coun-

cillors to Gaon Panchayats and Mohkuma [Parishads res-

pectively additional expenditure will be

required. Therefore,
I request

the Members of the Treasury Bench to accept
my amendment to do away with the principle of nomination.
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#Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Mr. Speaker, Sir, while suppor-
ting the amendment moved by my friend Shri Badan Chandra
Talukdar while moving his amendment to clause 5, [ want to
submit something to the House. Sir, the Minister in course of
his reply to the discussion stated that after move by
many of the hon’ble Members representing the tea garden
areas, the Government has come forward with this amend-
ment to b-ing the population of the tea garden areas
under the purview of the Panchayati raj Act. T now want
to show how this Government is treating the tea garden
population. In this Ifouse, as far as I remember, many
Acts for Labour welfare had been passed. Now the
The question is in what way they have been implemented.
the Panchayati Raj Act was passed many years ago. AN
amendment was also passed in 1972-73. At that time we
urged upon the Government to include the tea garden
population—a major section of the people of Assam—
within the purview of this Act. but no action had been
taken in this regard. Only a provision for nominating
from the tea garden areas was introduced. These nomi-
nations were mostly done on political considerations without
considering the legitimate sentiments of the people of
these areas. In the Jorhat Mohkuma Parishad a man has
been nominated against the will of the people as that
particular man happens to be a relation of a person
holding high position in the Government.
Sir, now the amendment which been has brought here by
my friend, the object of the amendment is that if we are
sincere and actually if we want to consider our population

this kind of nominotian should be discontinued and imm-
ediately election is to be held for bringing these people
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under the purview of this Act so that they can represent
their things in the Mohkuma Parishad and at the same
time they must be allowed to feel that they are part and
parcel of the society. The Govt. is still now adopting anti-
labour policy and in all matters they are neglecting - this
population. I am surprised though the Minister in-charge
of Labour who happened to be a member of that parti-
cular commumity and though the Labour Deptt. is under
him till now no effective or significant action has been taken
to implement the various provisions of the Labour Welfare
Act for the welfare of these people. T will give one
instance of how and in what way people were exploited
under the very nose with connivance of the Minister
in-charge of Labour. Sir, in Jorhat a consumer
cooperative was organised. It was called the Jorhat Tea
Employees Cooperative Ltd. with a share capital of Rs.
2.86,000/- and per share of Rs. 21/~ was deducted from
their provident fund money. Then the executive comimittee
was formed—President was Shri Sarbeswar Bordoloi,
Qecretary was Shri Mohan Mohanta and the Treasurer Wwas
Shri Gunaram Tanti who is a member of the Gaon
panchayat also. Sir, in the year 1973 this was established and
- 40 such consumer COOperatiVes\were formed for tea gardens.
After one and half years these cooperatives collapsed. Then
the shareholders demanded enquiry and accounts were audited
by one Mohendra Pujari, a cooperative officer, and serious
anomalies were detected. It was pointed out in the audit
report that serious misappropriation took place but inspitc
of representation made to the Govt. by the shareholders
specially the Minister in-charge of Cooperation who happ-

ened to be a man belonging to the particular community,
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no action has been taken so far. I have been ftold finding .
no other alternative a criminal case was registered
against the Treasurer Shri Gunaram Tanti in the Jorhat
court. Some of the people met me and told me we are to
realise the share money somehow or other and the coope- p
ratives are to be reorganised. But I told them straight |
away the Cooperative Minister is our man and those who

were in the executive are your man, then how the money

was misappropriated. I am pointing out simply in what

way things are moving, in what way labour welfare 18 -8
going on. On that day [ brought to the notice of the |
Minister in-charge of Labour that in Jorhat subdivision l
in 40 tea gardens there is no doctor ; they are deprived |
of medical facilities, they are deprived of their legitimate :
due, even they are deprived from representation in the
Panchayat. Now, if the Govt. would have been sincere,
I know what argument Govt. will' put forward when we
are pressing for this election to be held, they will give
some reason or other, but if actually Govt. was sincere
to give proper representation of the tea garden labour :
population in the Panchayat raj and they are actually |
sincere these population are part and parcel of the society,
they must be allowed to feel they are part and parcel.
of the society /and the country as well, then this Bill
would have been very well introduced at the first stage
of the session. In this session atleast in the month of
March or first week of April they could have introduced
it but instead of doing they are doing it at the fagend l
of the session and today is the last day of the session. %

This shows their sincerity in respect of helping the poorer
section.  Sir, if you go through the action or treatment
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meted out to this particular people during the last 30
years, these people are counted only at the time of elec-

tion, they are treated as instrument of vote, they are

not treated as human beings. Nobody is there to protect

their rights and privileges guaranteed by the Constitution.
They have been completely demoralised during the time
of clection and they are used as political stooges in the
hands of political party in power. Now they are coming
to show their good sense but it is not

good sense at
all but with certain motives this Bill

has been brought.
1f the Govt. think these people as part and parcel of
the State why at the beginning these poulation could not

be included in the Bill itself which we have demanded

several times here in the House itself. My friend Shri
goneswar Bora is perfectly right when he said when the
people become  politically conscious, when they are educated
polmcally, then many people who are living on their head,
those people who want to exploit them for their selfish
end, they will be removed. There are reasons to believe
for this reason fhey were excluded. Now tactfuly they will

be excluded in this amendment also because nomination

will be there. We want that this major part of popula-

tion of the State should take part in the economic deve-

lopment of the State through such Panchayati Act or

machinery and they must be allowed to choose their own
representative through adult franchise and if it is not done
then I am afraid that the object of the Bill, for which
everybody in the House will extend their support, will
be defeated. Therefore, Sir, by considering all the

factors and arguments that has been put forward
by Mr. Talukdar, I wish that this bill the Amendment
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Bill be accepted by this House. Nomination Clause v and

the nomination should go and election is to be held
immediately. With these observations Sir, I support the
amendment that has been moved from this side of the House.
#Shri Syed Ahmad Ali, (Minister) Sir, the amendment
moved by my Hon’ble friend Mr. Talukdar could not be
accepted by us. We need not wait for the month that is
upto 30th June as proposed by my friend, Mr. Talukdar.
In this case, in this House, we have laid down certain
formalities in the implementation of any provision of the
Act. Without observing these formalities and procedures;
it is not possible to put into practice or accept this
amendment. When we go to implement in the field of
operation then we have to face many obstacles by way
of observation of these rules, procedures, etc, such as the
statutory requirements before holding the elections, Const-
itution of Gaon Panchayat, delimitation of area, preliminary
notifications, hearing of objections etc. and then final
pulbication. Then delimitation of Gaon Panchayat constitu-
encies then preparation of electoral rules based on Assembly
tules are to be made. All these rules must be observed.
Sir, if we go through the provisions of all these rules
that is prescribed by and by rough assess-ment we could
come o a decision that after inclusion of the tea 7gardcn
areas about 100 Gaon Panchayats are to be constituted.
At present they are added to it and so detailed working
out of these boundaries are necessary for delimitation
according to prescribed rules is already fixed under the

Act that all these rules and formalities should be taken
into consideration and should be taken into account and
naturally this will take time and the population involved
in these hundred Panchayat areas are more than 16 lakhs.

]
[y
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It is not a matter of joke and itis not a matter of short
time. It will naturally take more time
and will endeavour to observe all
early as possible.

but we shall see
these formalities as

We are also very much ecager that all
these population under the tea garden areas should always
enjoy the benefits which are accorded to the people in
in our village areas. But Sir, it must be admitted that
+he tea garden area population living in tea garden areas
are getting many benefits, facilities, amenities extended
to them by the Plantation Management.

Shri Jagannath Singha : On a point of clarification Sir, I am
sorry that Jagiroad Spun Silk Mill, it is situated within

the Gaon Panchayat area and the employees they

get all facilities, such as housing, medical facilities, drinking
water, etc. Whether they are deprived from voting ?

Shri Syed Ahmad Ali, (Minister) It is
question, Sir. People living in the
people living in the tea

quite a separate
village areas and the
carden areas are quite different.
My friend, Mr. Jagannath Singha also admits that the
workers in tea garden areas get some benefits and  the

tea garden workers get some benefits from the Manage-

ment. It cannot be dis.agreed. So, Sir, we aIe also very
much eager that all these people living in the tea garden
areas they should enjoy all these benefits as far as possible and
we shall endeavour and try to give them all these bene-
fits and extend to them. With these few words, I would
request the Hon’ble Member to withdraw this amendment.

Shri Promode Gogoi: Will the Minister in charge of
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Panchayat be pleased to inform this House, when the

General Election for the Mahkuma Parishad will take
place ? I think the period is for four years™ and the

election is due.

Shri Syed Ahmad Ali, ( Minister ) : The next election is in
May, 1978.

Shri Jagannath Singha : Sir, May I know one clarification
whether all these formalities will be observed and done

before the FElection ?

#Shri Syed Ahmad Ali, (Minister) : Roughly Sir, all these
formalities that is inclusion of delimitation and disposal
of hearing cases and objections, it will take 6 to 7 months.
After this we will be able to hold the election in all the areas-

#Shri Badan Ch. Talukdar : Had there been any amendment
Bill regarding this amendment bill and if the Minister
assured us after this delimitations, the election will be
held I have no objection to withdraw this amendment.

#Shri Syed Ahmad Ali, (Minister) : This a statuory provision.
Election in these areas will be held along with the June
election under the Panchayat Act.

#Shri Badan Ch. Talukdar: Another matter-but after this
Bill is passed and becomes an Act, the provision is that
they  will continue for the whole term, I mean the
present term.
#Shri Syed Ahmad Ali, (Minister) : Seven months time
will be taken.

P
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+Shri Badan Ch. Taluknar : Whether Election will be held
after seven months ?

#Shri Syed Ahmad Ali, (Minister) : Election will be held
after seven months that means after the due date, that
‘s the usual time, schedule time. For observing the forma-
lities, it may take more than 6 or 7 months also.

Mr. Speaker : Are you withdrawing this Amendment (voice
yes, yes) The amendment stands withdrawn.

Now, I put the Clause V. Clause V does form part of
the Bill.

(After a Pause)
Clause v forms part of the Bill.

Now I put Clause I, Preamble, enacting formula and short
title of the Bill. The Clause 1, preamble, enacting formula
and short title do forms part of the Bill (After a
pause) The clause I, preamble, enacting formula and short
title forms part of the Bill. Now item No. C.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister): Sir, | beg to move that

the Panchayati Raj Amendment Act, Bill 1977 be passed.

Shri Biswanath Upadhaya : Sir

, at the consideration stage
I have said one thing.

Mr. Speaker : This is passing stage. You are to say In

favour of the bill.

Shri Biswanath Upadhaya : The bill must be accepted. |

did not mention about one point. In the Gaon Panchayat
level also this Co-operatives

were organised, but only in
respect of tea garden areas we are legging

Srrcencessecas
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Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : When the tea garden @
areas are included, there will be seperate gaon Panahayat

and according to Govt.’s accepted policy the co-operatives
Will be formed.

(applause). 4
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: I want to have a clarificat-

lon. It is a good thing that this has come to cover the
tea garden areas. I want to know - from the Minister

incharge why before bringing this bill the formalities nece-

Ssary in this connection have not been observed. Since- N
: S T
these places are within the gaon panchayat area, the

difficulties shown by the Minister cannot be accepted by Uus.
If the Govt. were keen about it then they would observed
all these formalities earlier. The tea garden population have
also voting rights and fall within the gaon panchayat
area. Unless these formalities are observed then some-
thing may come and intervene in between which will delay
the inplementation. I am afraid whether there is since. _
Tity on the part of the Govt. There is political manoev- 7+
Ouring going on at Dispur and [ don’t know what will
actually happen to this. Please see earnestly whether the

tea garden population can be brought at par with the popul- ;
ation of the rest of the state. .
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Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Mr. Speaker Sir, better late than
never that this amendment been brought before the House.
On earlier occasions also I have mentioned that without
such an amendment the Panchayat Act could have been
oxtended to the tea garden areas. The definition of the
word ‘Village’ has been given in the original act. Of-
course it leXCludes the areas under municipality or town
committees and also other areas which are declared as a
Village® for the purpose of the Act. Only to enable the
Govt. to extend the provisions of this Act to the tea
garden 2also. But unfortunately the Govt. did not do so.
The Govt. did not accept the provisions of the Act.
Now that this amendment has come there is nothing
to object to it. T only appeal that the Govt. should
sincerely impiement the provisions of the Act. and the tea

garden areas should be - provided with all the benefit and

privileges given under the Panchayati Raj Act. With these
few words, I conclude.
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Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister): Sir, T may be allowed
to speak to the points raised by the hon. member, Shri
Giasuddin Ahmed, though these points should have been
raised earlier at the introduction stage. I will try to exp-
lain the position why a new amendment is necessary in
the Act. The definition given in definition clause section
2 A “when any area is excluded from the territorial juri-
sdiction of Gaon Panchayat and if such area includes
all or majority of the population of a constituency of the
Gaon Panchayat the Gaon Panchayat member representing
such constituency shall cease to remain as member of the
Gaon Panchayat.” The definition serves as a proviso to the
main section and a proviso cannot be a guiding section.
Proviso is always subject to main section which is the
guiding section. Now here the definition although it has
been written under the definition clause but serves as 4

proviso, what it means Sir. That it has constituted and

includes any area which the State Government may bY
general order or special order delete for the purpose of the
Act. But the village which are revenue village are recorded
under revenuc record but tea garden areas are not village:
These are not revenue villages. Now the point may
arise that if the tea garden areas are not revenue villages
then what this definition stands for in the Act. Now this
pro?fiso, it is dependent on the main section. The main
SeCt,lon which is a guiding section i.e. Section I clause 2.
It is stated that “it extends to all the villages in the whole
of this state of Assam except the Autonomous Districts
under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India and
any area which has been or hereafter may be included
in a Municipality or a Town Committee or a Cantonment

NS
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constituted under the Assam Municipal Act, 1956 and Canton-
ment Act, 1924 respectively or by any other Act.” Now, Sir,
if any area at present under Cantonment, if the cantonment
is shifted or the municipal area under the Municipal Act is
withdrawn then that the vacant cantonment area Of the muni-
cipal area will construde as a village area and the Govern-
ment may extend this area as village under this definition.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like
to request the Honourable Minister to g0 through the
proceedings of the Select Committee. This particular matter
was repeatedly debated and only to enable the Government
to extend the Panchayat Act in the tea garden areas. I
think the Honourable Members of the Select Committee
will bear me out that the village has been given like that
tea garden areas are not revenue village. Now, how the
definition can be applicable here.

Shri Dulal Ch. Khound : Sir, may | know one thing from
Minister- Sir, the Minister has said that a proviso cannot
be a guiding section, proviso is always subject to main
section which is the guiding section, The power of the
Government is reserved by the proviso that only power
of the Government is related to revenue village and not
to the tea garden areas.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, (Minister) ¢ Sit, proviso cannot exceed
the guiding provision of the Act. It must be dependent
on the guiding provision. The guiding provision is Section
[ Clause 2 and the proviso that is «the definition of the
village is given here. So, it cannot have its own guiding
force, POWeT, it is always dependent on the main section.

e
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Let me quote from the authoritative book. What is proviso

and what is guiding section.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Sir, this provision has given the
discriminatory power to the Government to extend to
the tea garden areas. But why the Government has not
done it ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, (Miniter) : Assuming that it is applicable .
but the consequential stages should be amended and for
that reason I have come up with amendment. 'g;:_:;;;k

Shri Dulal Chandra Baruva : Sir, if in the Act revenue
village word is there then the Government could have
freely included the areas in the definition of revenue village.

Shri Badan Ch. Talukdar : Sir, I have raised and my friend
Shri Soneswar Bora has also raised regarding the service
condition of the panchayat employees and that was not

replied by the Minister. *

"’:i f :l

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, (Minister) : Sir, I shall look into it. g
Mr. Speaker : The motion is that The Assam Panchayat
Raj (Flfth Amendment) Bill, 1977 be passed.

(After a pause)
The motion is passed and the Bill is passed.

Announcement By The Speaker
Mr.  Speaker : I have to announce the results of the
election to the Dibrugarh University Court held to-day,
the 9th May, 1977. The following candidates have been AN
declared elected to be the members of the Dibrugarh
University Court :—
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. Shri Kshirode Chandra Saikia,
2. Shri Chandra Bahadur Chetri,
3. Shri Joy Chandra Bora,

4. Shri Govinda Chandra Bora,

5. Shri Mal Chandra Pegu.
+Shri Atul Chandra Saikia: Sir, I want to raise a dis=
cussion under Rule 49 of the Rules of Procedure and Con-

duct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly on a matter .
arising out of an answer to Starred Question No. 251

asked by Shri Lakshmi Kanta Saikia on the 26th April,

1977 regarding ““Central Co-operative Bank’.

Mr. Speaker : you finish it early. Everything should be
within half an hour.

Discussion Under Rule 49

#Shri Atul Ch. Saikia : The Minister, the other day, while
giving reply to the question stated that all the seven
Central Banks will be merged with the Apex Bank from
First July, 1977. Sir, we have got a three tier coopera-
tive financing system in Assam. The money is obtained

from the Reserve Bank of India while the Assam Coope-
rative Apex Bank give it

and the seven Central

2968 primary cooperative

to seven Central Banks
Banks in their turn finance
societies. But most of the
societies are not functioning properly and Government

decided to create 663 Gaon Panchayat Level Cooperative

Societies: The Government is telling that all the seven

Central Banks should be merged with the Assam Cooperative
Apex Bank. Now let us see what is the position of the
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Assam Co-operative Apex. Bank (The total paid up capital of
the Assam Co-operative Apex Bank) was Rs. 11304050/-and
the reserve created within these days is another Rs. 1, 8%
69,148/. So the total comes to roughly to Rs. 3 crores
out of which Rs. 7,04,996/- is under the head ‘Agricultural
Credit Stabilisation’. According to law this fund cannot be
touched. So as a result, the Apex Bank has got a capital
of Rs. 2, 40, 9202/-. Now this Bank has given loan and other
thibs and the total interest receivable is more than 20 crores
out of which over due is more than 10 crores. The paid up
capital of the 7 Central Banks is Rs. 70. 98 lakhs and
the accumulated loss is Rs. 94. 45 lakhs. Now the capital
is about Rs. 71 lakhs and the whole capital has been
eroded. In the meantime the Central Banks have borrowed
money from the Apex Bank as short term and medium
term loans, A sum of Rs. 685. 39 lakhs, as on 30. 6. 76
has been borrowed from the Apex Bank as short term
loan and Rs. 1. 81 lakh as medium term loan. They have
also borrowed Rs. 20 lakhs from the Small Farmers Deve-

lopment Agency. In this way the total borrowing is Rs.
756. 76 lakhs.

: Now, there is no reserve. What reserved was there,
1. €. 71 lakhs has already eroded and this is borrowed amount.
The total liability according to our figure comes to about Rs.
I1 crores- The Government has now decided that these 7
qentral Banks should be merged with the Apex Bank.
Sir, already these Central Banks have a liability of 11
crores of rupees and the Apex Bank which is having a
capital of 2.40 crores has been asked to shoulder the

responsibility. My question is, whether it would be physically

T
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= possible and economically viable for the Apex Bank to
shoulder the respensibility of 11 crores. That is why the
Reserve Bank of India is asking the. State Government
that if they want the merger they have to give 11 crores
of rupees in favour. of Apex Bank. Up till now nothing
| has been done. Without giving the guar:.mteé of Rs. Il
‘ crores the Government proposed the merger and the
Minister, Co-operation announced in this House that
the 7 Central Banks will be merged with the Apex
L% Bank from Ist July next. I want to point out here
Gir, all these Central Banks cannot pay back even the
deposit which stood at Rs. I, 32, 89000/-. This amount
is also not there. I am surprised, how the Apex Bank.
after the merger will be able to take the liability. In
addition to this, there will be liability ‘on account of salaries
etc. of the employees of these Banks. The total strength
of the employees is 556 out of which 97 are in deputation.
That means, after the merger, the Apex Bank would be
called upon to pay the salaries, allowances etc. of 457
) employees and the annual total expenditure on that score
will be in the neighbourhood of 16/17 lakhs. That being
the position my specific question is. whether it would
\ be in the interest of the Apex Bank to have the
merger of the 7 Central Banks. Therefore, Sir, I feel
that this matter should be looked into and before a thorough

examination of this matter Government should not come

forward with the merger issue and if they want to go
with the merger issue immediately the State Government

must give guarantee to the Reserve Bank of India to the
tune of Rs. 12 crores. ¢
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Shri Atul Chandra Saikia : Sir, 663 Cooperatives have been
created on Gaon Panchayat’ level. Whether appropriate
permission has been taken in this respect from the Reserve
Bank of India or not? T would also like to know from
the Bon'ble Minister what has happened to the Master
plan for 298 Primary Credit Societies ?

ghri Gajen Tanti (Minister) : Sir, this was done in consul-

tation With the Reserve Bank of India and the Govt. of

India and Vvery recently a team of the Reserve Bank of
India came o study these matters

Qoo T G2 amofigm wgmg AR A (OSERE  A{[IAG
o fute % fawg sxong & oarel 3fwee 39 qeiwE s913 @

Speicsa OST R ¢ fagapa wfa 4wl 0o |

- ecaker : X
Mr. SP I: Now, three statements will have to be made
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one after another by the Minister Veterinary,  Minister
Flood Control and the Minister for Health. First of all

Minister, Veterinary will make the statement.

Statement by Minister

#Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister): Sir, Govt is aware of
the demands made by the students of the Veterinary College.
Chief Minister and myself had been also meeting the stu-
dents on a no. of occasions regarding their demands.
Their list of demands contains as many as | 2 items of which
the items relating to the pay scale is the most important
one. In view of the strike notice the Board of Manage
ment met in an emergent meeting on 5.5.77 and considered
all the items of demands. Immediately after the meeting the
Vice-Chancellor had also informed the Students Associations
of the decision arrived at during the meeting. From his
reply it can be seen that there should be no cause left with
regard to the items to further agitation, as decisions have
been arrived at meeting all their demands. In case of most
of them actior has also been taken to fulfil the demands.

With regards to two others also action isin progress.
Only in the case of one namely establishment of fisheries
faculty in the Board of Management had not been in a
position to give firm decision as yet as the matter is
under consideration by the experts.

It is recognised that the demand for pay scale is fairly
old. The last Pay Commission had fixed the entry scale
of Veterinary graduates at Rs. 450-1025/- p-m. In consid-
cration of demands of the students the scale was revised
in August 1976 to Rs. 475-1125/- p.m. Their demands is
for equalisation of the pay scale with the entry scale in the
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Bealth and the Engineering Department which is Rs.
500-1225 p.m. It may be appreciated that revision of the
pay scale of any Department be linked with the pay scale
of all other Deptts. Any decision to further revised the
scale would take some times.

The students have been informed that the matter is

being examined in the Deptt. once again and steps are being
taken to expedite the decision.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound : Sir, in their set of dema-
nds, there are problems which relate to the Universities
as well as the State Government. The demands which
relate to the Universities have already been conceded but

some of the problems which relate to the State Govt.

are yet to be conceded. The demand which relates to

the State Govt. includes their pay-scales etc. Their pay
scales are to be made equal is one of the main demands
and that is quite justified. So far I wunderstand it is a
long standing demand. Therefore, Sir, may I request the
Hon’ble Minister to give a reasonable time SO that the
matter will be finalised 7 | think even today if the Govt
decides the issue, then this question of strikes can be

averted. Therefore, I would request the Hon'ble Minister
to give a reasonable date to finalise the issue.

Seae oM W ALY ¢ gl oefe @3 facd @ TeAine fsfacE
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Welfare and Permanent Director of Students Welfare
Seiift o cFA ¢ WA wufea | g e % fwa

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister): Sir, as I have already

stated, out of their 12 items of demands, only two/three |
items are yet to be settled. Almost all the items of their :
demands have been settled and the RBoard has already ‘
written it to the Students that other demands will be |
looked into within a reasonable time. Y

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound : Sir, I want to know from

the Minister what is that reasonable time ? -

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister) : Sir, at-least it will not
take a year.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound : Sir, I want to know the
exact period of time ? I do not want to know the exact
date. But I am interested to know the exact time ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman : Sir, within six months we shall try
to settle up..

FrAT b LAY 2 BiE iA@Y AvAe wife wify wieEsal qefReE (o

S (oS e e A «Bl fRmrgm  awy fum azy (@A
¥<6 (AT Am FA 7 "

Shri Lutfur Rahman, Minister, Veterinery : Most of the

demands are fulfilled. For the others we are trying to do 3
as much as possible.

Shri- Sarat Ch. Sinha, Chief Minister: I would request

the hon. members to extend their co-operation in this matter-

BT b5 Tl ¢ VAT SG7F Acziwd, FiF q@ Ay Az b o
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Mr. Speaker : Now, Minister, Flood Control will make a
statement.

Shri Lakshyanath Doley (Minister) : Sir, The attention of
the Govt. has been drawn to the news item published in
the issue of the “Dainik Asom” dated the 9th May, 1977
under the caption”

“ontsipl fwml arm Supfe @Rz’

Pagladiya detention dam project envisages construction
of an earth filled dam 157 metre high and 1673 k.m. long
in the upper reaches of Pagladiya river in Kamrup District
to restrict the discharge of river Pagladiya to safe bank-
full capacity. The Project was investigated by the C. W.
& P. C. some time back and it was approved by the
planning Commission at an estimated cost of Rs. 12.80
crores in 1973. Subsequently the estimated were revised
and the cost of the project stood at Rs. 17.80 crores.
In the 7th meeting of the Brahmaputra Flood Control
Board in April, 1975 the question of taking up the project
was discussed. The Union Minister for Agriculture and
[rrigation suggested that in order to give adequate priority
for implementation to the project it would be worthwhile
to explore the possibilities of including the irrigation
component in the detention dam project. Accordingly
the preliminary project Report was prepared by the Commi-
ssion- to irrigate a gross areas of 1 lakh 25 thousand
acres besides moderating the flood peaks. The project

was again discussed in the 8th meeting of the
Brahmaputra Flood Control Board in May, 1976 where
the Union Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation and the
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officials of the Govt. of India suyggested that detailed 1
project Report incorporating the irrigation and flood control
components of the project should be prepared. Accordingly
the irrigation Deptt. has prepared the detailed project
report after necessary investigations and the combined 4,
project report incorporating the irrigation and flood control
components- are at present under preparation by the Flood
Control Deptt. As such, there is no question of dropping
this project. In any case the scheme will require further
examination and approval of both the Central Water
Commission and Planning Commission.

In addition to the dam project, stabilisation of the

|
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Pagladiya river has also become imperative as has been
experienced during the last few years. The erosive activity

of the river on its banks has increased since last few

years which will have to be controlled even after the
execution of the Dam Project. For improving the conveyance
capacity of the river and to train the river to carry
excessive sediment load and to smoothen acute curves ' ,':jii-i
channelisation proposal are being framed by the Deplt. LN
for which the field staff has been asked to prepare proposals |
after necessary field surveys. These works are also necessary

to take care of the excessive discharge of the tributaries oL
which are joining the Pagladiya below the proposed detention

dam. This channelisation proposals have also become
essential to project the lone of embankments which have

s0 far been constructed. Further there are a number of
places such as Dusutimukh and Borbhag area where the i
problem of water stagnation and drainage has been eluding
solution for a long time.” To satisfactorily solve these

complicated problems in the lower reaches of the river
necessary investigations are being carried out. Along with

e ———— e
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these studies/a study is being made to find out any other

alternative methods which can provide reasonable safety

to the basin at a-lesser cost, if possible. This does not
however mean that the original proposal for a detention

dam project has been dropped by the Government.

Mr. Speaker :© Now, Minister,

Health, would make
a ‘statement.

Shri Girindra Ch. Choudhury (Minister): Sir, under the
existing system of medical education, after passing the final
MBES examination of the University, the successful candidates
have to work as interns in approved hospitals for a period of
one year under temporay registration and only after succe-
ssful completion of their in_temship they are allowed full
1-egistrati0n as Doctors. Most of rhese interns are attached
to Medical College Hospitals. After getting full registr-

ation as Doctors, some ‘of them prefer to work as House

‘gtaff in the Medical College Hospitals to gain experience

so as to qualify themselves for post-graduate studies or

for better jobs or for bettering their professional comp-
otence. Normally, this period of Housemanship is divided

into two parts of 6 months each, the first half being

the second halt as

mentioned that many
students prefer this system of Homsemanship as it makes

them eligible for enrolment for

known as Junior Housemanship and
Genior Housemanship. [t may be

A post Graduate Studies
after a period of only one year as a Houseman. Other-

wise, to be eligible for Post-Craduate

Studies Doctors
have to work as Health Officers

In  various institutions,
mostly 1 rural or semi-urban areas, for a period of three
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years in case of Civil Hospitals and 5 years in case of

State Health Services. After completing this housemanship, -

eligible people are admitted as Post Graduate Students.
Thus, it will be seen that interns, houseman- and Post

Graduate Stucdents are reaily students or trainees of diffe-.

rent types and not regular employees of the Government.

2. On 20-4-77 some Doctors presented a Memorandum
to the Government on behalf of the Junior Doctors’ Asso-
ciations of Gauhati Medical College and Silchar Medical
College. (In this connection, it may be mentioned that so far
no such Association has been recognised in these two Colleges
by the College authorities or by the Govt. On 4-5-77 an
ultimatum dated 3-5-77 was received on behalf of the Junior
Doctors’ Association of the Gauhati Medical College, stating
that unless their demands are fulfilled on or before 7th
May, 1977, the Junior Doctors would go on an indefinite
strike from 8th May, 1977.

3. In this context, on 6.5.77 the Government gave the
following ~instructions to the Principals of the. Medical
Colleges, in respect of the grievances of these Doctors
and the Government’s views thereon : |

“On 20th April’77 some Jjunior Doctors of Medical
Colleges placed certain grievances before Government and
on 3rd May some of them have given ultimatum that
failing immediate settlement they would go on indefinite strike
from 8th May (.) their grievances and Government views
thereon follow (.) (i) allowance to interns be raised to Rs.
350/-and to all house staff to Rs. 500/- p.m. and all P. G.
students be given allowance of Rs. 500/-p.m. (.) Government

had last revised allowances to interns and house staff in

P
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1974 () since then some merit-cum-means scholarships
also sanctioned for P. G. students last year (.) these allow-
ances are not remuneration but are stipends for certain

categories of students (.) presently matter of bay scale for

Health Officers etc. under examination of a Cabinet sub-

committee (.) this matter of -allowance for these categories

of students also being referred to that sub-committee ()
(2) post g"adﬁa{e selections should be based on written
and oral e¢xaminations (.) this suggestion being examined
by Government from academic and other relevant angles
(.) (3) various P. G. Courses be started in G M. C. and
3. M. C. (-) before  examined before openmg such courses
mployment prospects, availability of all facilities prescribed
:ﬂ“ M. C., financial requirements, etc. have to be carefully
Shi asidered in interest of students themselves as well as State.
() Security should be given to all Doctors (.) While medical
education is intended for producing doctors not only for
Govt. services but also as private practitioners, every effort
is made to employ as many doctors as possible and
necessaty under Govt. () (5) PHCS attached to medical
colleges should proyide better facilities to students () Every
effort 1S being made -to improve such facilities  in these

PHCS which are intended for CAROsIEEIECic) T
{o rural conditigns.
Please explain thig position suitably to all interns,

t :

House Staff and pegq graduate students and that in their
intere . :

own 11 St and in the interest of the people who have

d mo
investe : 't than about Rupees one lakh per medical
student 1t w

ould : : i . :
for them to be highly inappropriate and inadvisable

4. It may belifort to any strike”.
¢ ®ntioned that the allowance given to these
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raised in 1974 with effect from 4L' .73 DR

trainees/students were
in case of -FHousemen,

in case of interns Snderl5:9+73

as follows :

(i) For Interns from Rs. 150/-to Rs. 225/-p-m

(ii)y For Housemen from Rs. 200/~to Rs. 275/-p-m- in case ;i
of Junior Housemen and Rs. 350/- p.m. in case of Senior 1
Housemen. -

5.  Further, with effect from the last financial year, Some

introduced

means-cum-merit scholarships also have been

for the Post Graduatg *Stuc’.ents. : : ;\%
6. It is to be remembered that these. allowafnces are of ¥
the nature of Stipends and not remuneration as these )
trainees/students are not Govt. employees.

However, as  mentioned earlier, this matter ' is béé
referred to the Cabinet Sub-committee which 18 PI‘GSCI:)
considering the question of payscales for regular Govt, =
doctors etc.

e

7. It may be mentioned that various matters connecied
with medical education like procedure for selection of Post

= /

Graduate Students, opening of Post Graduate Courses,
provision of various facilities in the Primary Health Centres

etc.., are matter which are continuously under review and
various improvements are made therein as considered nece-
ssary and possible from time to time. :

8. According to the last reports received today (9-5-77) a
token strike is being observed for today by the Junior
Doctors in the Siichar Medical Coliege Hospital and the t
_Gauhati Medical College Hospital, while there is no stl'ike
in the Assam Medical College Hospital. Further, even in
the Silchar and Gauhati Medical College Hospitals outdoor,
indoor and emergency services are being carried out with

™Nr



= f‘\
=N

1977 ; Statemenf by Minister ' 149

the help of all the dedicated™ doctors, nurses, para-medical
staff and other employees for avoiding inconvenience to the

members of the public and patients of the hospitals. s
9. The Govt. feel that in these circumstances, strike by
Junior Doctors would not be justified. It is to be remem-
bered that the society has to spend considerable sums of
money on medical education and hence it is the primary
responsibility of Doctors to subordinate their interests to
the setvice of the suffering -humanity. Govt. hope that all
the Junior Doctors would be imbued with this spirit and
ensure that no hardship is caused to the patienis  who
require the services of our Medical College Hospitals.

gri Dulal Ch Barua = Sir, I want to know what steps are being
raken to fulfill the legitimate demands of the junior doctors.

ghri Girindra Ch Choudhury ( Minister ) « Sir, I have
alreacdy told.

Shri _Dulal Ch Barua : Sir, what are their demands and what
steps have been taken by the Government inthis regard ?
ghri Girindra Ch Choudhury (Minister) : Sir I have alr-
cady stated everything in my statement. Only on the 20th-
of the last month, this was given by them and I have
said that action is being taken on these demands.

shri Dulal Ch. Barua : When they submitted  their recent
Jemands ?

ghri  Girindra Ch Choudhury ( Minister ) : They have
submitted their demand afresh on the 20th on the last

‘month ; before that they gave it and they applied for
many other conditions before that.

Shri Dulal Ch Barua: On the 20th ‘last month ?

ghri Girindra Ch Choudhury (Minister) : Yes. Only 19
days back. :

Sh_ri Dulal Ch Barua: 19 days is too long a period for
this. efficient and prompt government. :
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Shri” Girindra C  Choudhury (Minister ): Sir T assure
You that it will be fixed up in mo time.
*Shri Gajen Tant; (Minister) : Sir, the workers of the Assam

Coop. Jute Mills, Silghat resorted to a strike with effect’

| from 27.4-77 following a dispute with the management
regarding some of their demands. Some of these demand_s
W?re first referred to for conciliation to the Labour Commi-
Sstoner by their Unjon representatives on the 31st May,” 1976
A.“'- efforts to bring about a seitlement failed, the con-
ciliation officer recommended the reference of the dispute
for adjudication on 12th August, 1976 and accordingly the
dispute was referred to the Industrial Tribunal at Gauhati

under Govt. Notification No. GLR. 38@/76/3, dated 6:9:76-

It may be mentioned that the management of the mill
entered into an agreement with the Union representing the

Workers to pay to them a consolidated amount of Rs 25.00

as additional V allowance per head per month Wlth eﬁ.‘CCt
fl:om 1-3-1975 and this agreement was to remain in operation
till 31-8.75. They also agreed to meet again on 31_-10j75
to review the demand for further wage increase. The meeting
however- did not take place and the matter was referred
to " the conciliation officer (Labour Commissioner) for 2
settlement:  Now, inspite " of ‘the fact that this. -dispute 1%
pending before the Industrial Tribunal at Gauhati the
. workers' decided on 4th April/77 to go on strike With
.eﬁ‘eCF from 27th April/77 in furtherence of their demand for
'Nterim relief at the rate of Rs. 60.00 p.m. Three more
‘ g:ingnds were newly made, namely, (1) a full-fledged HQSpltal
 resid € medical treatment to the workers (2) provision of

Sidential quarters for the workers who come to work from
a distant place. or Rs. 30/- as house rent allowance and,
(3) annual bonus. It was however made abundantly clear
by the ‘workers in course of their discussions at various
levels that their main demand was for the interim relief and
that .the other demands were only secondary. The manage-
ment of the mill requestéd them to withdraw the strike

o
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in view of the pendency of the dispute before thé Indus- -

. trial Tribunal and also in _consideration of the fact that

the strike; if resorted to, ‘would be illegal under Sec 23
of the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947. The managemenf -also
gave an assurance in writing that they would be prepared
to discuss the question of wage increase with them in the
event of the withdrawal of the strike. It was ‘also made

known to them that the management ight agree to pay

~Rs. 15.00 per month as wage increase with effect from Ist

July/77 if the strike notice was unconditionally withdrawn.
The Labour Commissioner, Assam visited Silghat on the 26th
April/77 and held discussion with the office bearers of the
Union as also the members of the Action Committee which
the workers had formed for conducting "the strike’ and
requested them not to go on strike as it would be illegal
t0 do so. He also informed them that he would" try -to ;
make the management agree to increase the wages by Rs.
15.00 a month with effect from 1st April/77. They, however,
did not accept the suggestion of the Labour Commissioner
and made a proposal that they would defer the strike for
five days to- enable the Labour Commissioner to make °
further attempts to persuade the management to grant a
higher increase'in the wages of the workers to which the
Labour Commissioner agreed: tUnfortunately, however, the -
workers subsequently changed their’ mind without any inti-
mation to the Labour Commissioner and instead of defe-
rring the strik¢ as agreed to in their discussion with the
Labour Commissioner, resorted to the strike the very follow-
ing day, the 27th April/77- The strike is still continuing.
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gy s A3 B arefer AEs R wiwge sfRfEEl | O
seogs a3 (EBiAE ABwa sl |

iz =T ¢ #3761 «fesl =Aza |
" Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : Mr- Speaker,
Sir, I would request you to please invite the Members of the

Legislature: Reporters, Members of the Press and the
officials in the gallery to join us in tea in Room No. 1.
SgFite b A%d1 ¢ T ABA, %5 (25Nl 2oy @fe i id IV ﬂé"“f
i CaiaE TET BieiaiT gfe o i faa fasifacl | 7% (3201 24
{5351 B35S AF-W86 Cal@ sifer®d 42 SIB(F 43 AN FE
B4FIY GAE FEA AL | WA LBl T'A AWIYT IR oy AP
<5 b Wiz (1F A e beETcR a5 FOIE! Fa gfE S sfac |
il e

fems om Oz (IO ;@) ¢ qgF AR ,

s fe awE Rl g | @3 sids afna Ae0 At

ot,a  cafEE Giedfale @ wiasal 2 a5l FUE

waferAn sies caEiE FiEe A eerm I 2z

Setcsa Ster (@) ¢ AzIsE. ‘Breee’ ‘wg-ones 219 433.51

oty @ifarz #3iEh 12 faE EEEE 45 araml 227 Sl
- I repeat

Mr. Speaker : Before I read the prorogation ordels
the request of the Chief Minister to the MembeTS of the
Legislature, Reporters, Members of the Press and officials
in the gallary for tea in Room No. 1.

- There is an order from the Raj Bhavan.

“In exercise of the powers conferred by clause 2) (a)
of Article 174 of thé Constitution of India, as amended

up-to-date,l, Lallan Prasad Simgh, Governor of Assam, hereby
prorogue the Assam Legislative Assembly at the conclusion
of its sitting on the 9th May, 1977.”

The Fouse stands prorogued.
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PROROGATION

The House stood prorogued at 5:42 P. M.

Dispur : Shri P. D. Barua

The 9th May, 1977 Secretary,
Assam Legislative Assembly
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