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Proceedings of

the Fourth Session of the Assam Legis-
lative Assembly assembled after the Second General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

et e i .

¢ in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,

The Assembly me
the 29th August, 1958.

at 9 a.m. on Friday,
PRESENT

B., Speaker in the Chair,

Shri Dev Kanta Barooah, B.A., LL.
Ministers and eighty-four

the nine Ministers, the four Deputy
Members. ‘

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)

Supply Advisory Board, ‘Goalpara

‘Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) asked:
#17. Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased
to state—

pply Advisory

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Su ,
ly been dis-

Board of Goalpara has recent
solved ?
()) When was this Board last constituted and who
were its members ?

(¢) What is the reason for dissolving this Board ?

t this dissolution hfas

d) Whether it i f: tha A
L S ce of the Provincial

been ordered at the instan
Congress President ?
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Ministef
Supply) replied: ’

17. (a)—No. " The term of Goalpara Subdivisional Sup-
ply AdVlSOl‘)_/ Board along with other District and Subdivisional
Supply Advisory Boards expired on 31st July 1958 and their
reconstitution 1s under consideration of the Government.

. (6)—The Goalpara Supply Advisory Board was
constituted for a period of one year with eflect from st
August 1957. along with other District and Subdivisional
Supply Advisory Boards. The names of members in the said
Board are as follows—

Shri Hakim Chandra Rabha, M.L.A.

Shri Khagendra Nath Nath, m.L.A.

Shri Sahadat Ali Mandal, M.L.A.

Shri Naziruddin Ahmed, M.A., B.L., Pleader, Goal-
para.

5. Shri Wazuddin Ahmed, Goalpara.

6. Shri Pratap Chandra Ghosh, Goalpara.

7. Shri Mani Kanta Das, Goalpara,

8. Shri Sibcharan Das, Goalpara.

9

0

et ed

. Shri Kirti Chandra Roy, P. O. Srihangram.

. Shri Bridhichand Chajir, Merchants’ Associa-
tion, Goalpara.

11. Shri Nandalal Gital, Raghunandanpur.

12. Shri Damodhar Mohanta, Bongaigaon.

13. Agricultural Inspector, Goalpara.

14. Development Officer, Goalpara.

15. Deputy Inspector of Schools, Goalpara.

(¢)—Does not arise,

(d) --No.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Is it a fact
that the Congress members of the Goalpara Subdivisiona]
SUPP]Y Advisory Board boycotted the Board ?

L M. MOINUL HAQUE GHOUI_)HURY: Government
ave no such information, sir, But 1015 reported that some
members of the Board did not take part in the proceedings.
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Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj):
What is the usual life of such Board, Sir ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) : One year, Sir. :

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi) : Is it a
practice that old Boards continue till the constitution of the new
Boards ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : 'The new Board
has not yet been constituted, Sir. "The life of the last Board was
one year. ‘That is the position.

QuOta of Corrugated Iron Sheets allotted to Assam

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) asked :

#18. Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased to

state—

(¢) What is the quota of Corrugated Iron Sheets
allotted to Assam ?

(b)) What is the quota allotted to Gauhati Sub-
division ?

(¢) How much Corrugated Iron Sheets has beetn
lifted during 1958-59 and who are the agenis
for doing the lifting ?

en
({) How much Corrugated Iron Sheets have be
“ifted for Gauhati Subdivision ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) replied :

18. (a)-—Quota of Corrugated Iron Sheets s allot_tedantg
Assam by the Government of India on quartcrly basis
it varies from time to time.

(b))—The quota of Corrugated iron Sheets r%(;elgies-
from Government of India during a Pz‘”icular Ress Without
tributed to Subdivisicns on [_joptllation baS_lS- S T
knowing the period to which the question T e
possible to furnish the information,
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(6)—568 tons of Corrugated Iron Sheets have been
lifted during the year 1958-59 (z.., April-July 1958) on
Government account and the lifting has been effected by the

Trade Adviser and Director of Movements, Government of
Assam, Calcutta.

(d)—82 tons of Corrugated Iron Sheets have been
lifted for Gauhati Subdivision during 1958-59 (i.c., April-July
1958).

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): What was
the quota allotted to Assam during the last quarter ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) : From April to June 2,666 tons, Sir.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : What is the quota
allotted to Gauhati Subdivision for the last quarter, Sir ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : As 1 have
already said, 82 tons were lifted, Sir,

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI - How many bundles
make a ton ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
On an average there are 11 bundles per ton, Sir,

Shri MOHIKANTA DAS (Barchalla) : What is t}e
principle underlying the allotment of C. I. Sheets to different
Subdivisions ?

bt MS MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Population
asis, Sir.,

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon) -
What is the quota allotted for Jorhat, Sir ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY -

S I want notice
ir.

Rates of Electricity consumption in different districts

of Assam
Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)
asked :
“19. Will the Minister-in-charge of Electricity be pleased
to state —

(a) The rate of CICCtI‘iCil‘y chgumption in different
districts of Assam ?
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(6) Whether it is a fact that the rate of electric

currents at Tinsukia Town is higher than many
other towns in Assam 7

(¢) What is the rate prescribed by Government for
use of electricity by different industries and
for domestic consumption in the State of
Assam ?

(d) What is the rate charged at Tinsukia from
industries and for domestic consumptions ?

(¢) Whetheritisa fact that representation has been
made by public of Tinsukia to supply electricity
at a cheaper rate ?

(f) If so, what action has been taken by Government
on these representations F ‘

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the supply of electricity
is debited to the small producers situated on the

southern side of the Industrial Belt at Tin-
sukia ?

(£) Ifso, whether there is any proposal with the
Government to help these small producers ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Electricity) replied :

. 19. (aj—A Statement showing the rates of tariff charged
In different districts is placed on the Library table. (Please see
Library Register No.5.61.) L :
(B)—Yes. -5 Ve
¥ s

(¢)—There is a Schedule of rates prescribed by
Government for electricity generated from different State-
owned electrical undertakings,  This rate is uniform through-
out Assam. A copy of this tarifl rate is placed on the Library
table. (Please sce Library Register No.S.61). Tor electricity
generated from privately-owned = (nterprises there s no
uniform schedule of raes. The different Gompanl€s propose
their rates and Government scrutinise them with a view to see
that no unreasonable profit is likely to be made and also from
the point of view of seeing whether by increasing or reducing
the power generated better rates cannot be oflered to the
consumers.
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(d)—A reference is invited to item 7 in the statement
referred to In answer to question («) above.

{e)—Yes.

5 (f)—The matter has been referred to the State Elec-
tricity Board for examination as to whether the rates cannot be

brought down by re-adjustment of supplies and by taking such
other action as may be found possible.

(g)—No, but there was some delay and it was due
to late receipt of approval from the Railway for crossing the
Railway lines. The permission has been obtained and the
work is progressing.

(h)—The situation is under close watch.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
I find one mistake in the printing, Sir. Question (g) of 19—
it should be ‘denied’ instead of *debited’.

Mr. SPEAKER : All right.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : With regard
to reply (f), may I know whether the information has been
received ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Electricity) : Not yet, Sir.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Whether it is
a fact that a section of the public of Tinsukia represented that
the management of the electricity should be taken up by the
- Government ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Yes, Sir.

Shri RADT_HA _KISHAN KHEMEKA ( Tinsukia )
gemer waed | Tinsukia #7 Electric Company =1 industrial g%

qgA SATEN | FAT IH ATNH AR F AW § weaTe Ay fagaw war g w
Electricity &t T +w & ? ;

\S_l_iri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: s g | g
SHATH FWIAM WG 21 affT woehy aag gy f Tinsukia & fad
UF g {Fd@e faoer 7 BT wEwgsar freg o gt (o ¢ &Y
e fasell far 860 &1 36O W dw & wRe fase Seaw wIA A
AT AT WF Z 1 =H FaAg W WM W O 2 sy ey @y fasrer &1 8
A =T sy | | |
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Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchella) : Is it a fact
that the rate of electricity in Tezpur is higher than any other
place in the State—I mean for domestic consumption ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Electricity: There are many clectricity concerns which are
privately owned which have the same rate,

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
Whether Government are aware that the small producers in  the
southern part of Tinsukia are in urgent need of electricity, for

more production ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : As a matter
of fact, Sir, it will be possible now to cross the Railway lines
and provide the electricity.

Shri RADHA KISHAN KHEMKA (Tinsukia) : w5 #gi<d
F wer & fr Tinsukia § o & zrr fawef Somm a3 @1 oEwn g
g W W 2 e & grr fawe sorw awd & fod w9 O FA
@ AW FT WA G SUA () qaqw F fad i A sEedr g, freray
Tinsukia & Industrial area st faser fas ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : =% fd
o fasiell @wAT & wifesi &1 ag fadmw & @@ & fF Industrial area
g fasielt sredr SeR e #1aRr | R 4 dar & w A gaan &
SATIEAT FHI |

Basic Education Board

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari
East) asked :

#20. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to
state—
(a) Whether State Board for Basic Education is 2%
Advisory one ? i
(b) If so, whether all the money allotted to the gaS}C
Education Board is disbursed by the basic
Education Ofﬁc_er ?

' (¢)° How many such officers are there in _the .Statg
level and what are their status and qualifications !
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(d) Whether it is a fact that there is only one such
Basic Education Officer at present to run the
whole show and during the last five year
this Officer alone is disbursing huge amounts
every year ?

(¢) If so, whether Govermment are aware of the
public feeling that “at present for want of
efficient supervision and control there is gross
misuse of money under this head ?

(/) Whether itis a fact that in Gauhati Subdivision
payment of carmarked Government grants are
reduced and held up in some cases without
authority ?

(g) In consideration of heavy volume of works in
Basic and Primary Education Department
whether Government propose to man the
Department with a highly qualified, exper-
ienced and efficient Officer after the retire-
ment of the present incumbent ?

(k) Whether Government propose to appoint an
Additional or Deputy Basic Education Officer
for the head Office to enable one Officer to
remain on tour and three Deputy Basic
Officers with zonal headquarters for touring
and inspection purposes alone ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion) replied :
20, (a)—Yes.

(b)—Yes. He is also the Secretary of the State
Board.

(¢)—Ome. He now holds a special post. He is an
M. Sc., with specialised Training in Basic Education.

(d)—Yes.
() & (f)—Government have no information.

(2)—This point is under active consideration of the
Government,

. (£)—The appointment of additional Officers is under
consideration of Government.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-

East): With regard to (d), what is the amount rdisbursed by the
officer during last year ?

)
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Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Edu-
cation): I ammnotin a position to say off-hand what amount
was disbursed last year.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: (Minister, Education):
About one crore and twenty lakhs.

Shri DEVENDRANATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa): Is
it not a fact that by the appointment of zonal Deputy Basic
Officers the channel to the field will be longer ?

My, SPEAKER: What the hon. Member means is that
by the appointment of intermediary oflicers the access of
oflicers would be more circuitous to the people.

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY: [North Lakhim-
pur (Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)] FEAR e AT
Rae ‘G wa’s A@ i 5 AR, AaF

Shei RADHIKA RAM DAS : «F 433 faata 77 alrs

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY : State Advisory

Board © (i Higcaa efeiaiy wicgen 2

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: a2 @igs (it JEee
7ifwifa aiz |

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY : State Advisory
Board © FiZras #[fefifs  camm fmca sawica f[op FfEICT ?

(No reply.)

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY : (Nalbari-
East): Have Government received definite complaint about
withholding payment of Government grants 0 Dokoha afi
Kharjara L. P. Schools ?

Shri RADBIKA RAMDAS: I have already replied e
Government have no such information.

Shri MAHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpus)’
- What is the relation between the Basic (Board officials and the

Inspectorate staff ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Inspccting staff is a separate
staff from the Basic staff
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Shri MAHANANDA BORA (North-Lakhimpur) : Now
as Basic staff is a separate staff on whom vest the work of all
M. V.and L. P. Schools ? Government is contemplating to ex-
pand it and on the other hand Government is contemplating
for expansion of the Inspectorate, may I know what is the need
of expansion of the Inspectorate further only for the M. E. and
High schools when allSlFPo and M. 3. schools are left to the
Basic staff ?

Shri RADHIK A RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-

tion): Because we have quite a large number of M. E. and
High Schools.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri): Is

it a fact that disbursement of grant is made even to some Basic
Institutions which are not upholding the basic ideals ?

Shyri RADHIKA RAM DAS: We have no information.

Shri RAMNATH DAS [Dergaon (Reserved for
‘Scheduled Castes)] With regard to (¢) and (/) it is said

overnment have no information’. Will the Minister please
enquire about this ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Yes.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbar;-
ast): With re-gard to (g), when the present Basic Officer i
to retire ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: I think, cleven months
ence,

Various classes of Dispensaries in the State

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-
East) asked :

*21. Will the Minister—in-charge of Medical be pleased to
state—

(a) Whethqr it is a fact that at present there ig
In existence various classes of Dispensaries
namely—Government Local Board, Govern-
ment Subsidised styled ag Sadar, Subdivisional,
Primary Health Unit, Pradhan Seva Kendra
of Community Development, State Dispensary
Public Health Dispensary 71,0cal Board and
Subsidised Dispensaries ?

o



1958] QUESTIONS 555

(b)) What steps Government propose to take for
running and control of all the dispensaries of
the State on the abolition of Local Boards
in Assam ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to bring all the
Dispensaries under a proper system to classify
the same according to their status and necessity ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical)
replied :
21. (a)—Theie are the following types of Dispensaries in

the State—
(i) Government Hospitals in the District and
Subdivisional Headquarters.
(#f) State Dispensaries.
(117) Primary Health Units.
(iv) Local Board Dispensaries.
(v) Government Subsidised Dispensaries.
(b)—The matter is already engaging the attention
of the Government and it is under examination.

(¢)—Not at present.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbalzi'
East): Do Government propose to bring these dispensaries
1nto certain categories ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : [ have not understood
the question,

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY: There
are so many types of dispensaries, such as Local Board,
Government subsidised, Subdivisonal etc. etc. May I know
whether Government propose to bring all these under one€
control ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : That is the objective, but

at the moment we cannot do it.

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY : [North-Lakhim-
pur (Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: i ACe-ur®
Th ca‘fff'f faft  Afice | orecala ffwem | State  Dispensary
@RS F93q FiEacd saFics o ay@n sfargeaT ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA a3 =5 i e T Ry
/97 T4 zw | 7eerw State Dispensary @ Injection fagta  I59E
FA T |

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY: 7l 1€l
(FEHCIR fzg fowiw 3?2
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Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon):
What is the number of State Dispensaries to be undertaken
by Government within this financia] year ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical): I

cannot supply the exact figure, If necessary I can supply the
information later,

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-
East): Under which category the Pradhan Seva Kendra falls ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAFIMA : There are some Seva
endras which are now managed by non-official organisation.

Mairabari-Habibarangabari Road in Nowgong District
Maulavi NURUL ISLAM (Dhing) asked :

*22. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment (Roads and Buildings) be pleased to state—

(@) Whether the Mairabari-Habibarangabari road in
the District of Nowgong has been completeq ?
(6) If not, why not ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to complete the
road within this year ?

() What is the distance of the road and how far the
road has been constructed ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Deputy Minister,
Public Works Department (R. & B)] replied @

22, (a)--No.

(6)—~Works are in progress according to the Pro-

gramme and availability of funds from the Planning Commis.
sion,

(¢)==-Yes, subject to () above,
(d)---The length of the road is 2 miles.
The progress of work is shown below—

(1) Earthwork ««o Completed,
(2) Bridge ... «++ 90 per cent completed,
(3) Culvert ... -+ 25 per cent completed,

C R T
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Maulavi NURUL ISLAM (Dhing): When the road
will be fully completed ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Deputy Minister,
Public Works Department): As I have already said earth-
work is already completed and 90 per cent of bridge and 25
per cent of culverts have been completed, and the rest of the
work is expected to be completed during this year.,

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY [(North Lakhim-
pur (Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: @2 =itk Road
Board= fswas 1 +p sgamm AfRwamis fTeie?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: =iz sizts i Road
Board 3 =1 e =7 ' i

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY: ©% @itziRie F_ed
wa%4 Road Board 71 =it | (orw 9% Fa 7 A1 <HE0@ ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Public Works
Departnnent): 43tfI  Planning Commission & &= |

An all-India tour by Lower Primary School Teachers

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi) asked:

*23. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased
to state—

(@) Whether there is a proposal for deputing about
onc hundred Lower Primary School teachers on
an all-India tour during the course of next
few months ?

() If so, who will select the teachers ?
(¢) What would be the basis of such selection 9
(d) Whether female teachers will also be selected ?

(¢) If so, what would be the percentage of female
teachers ?
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Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Edu-
cation) replied:

23. (a)—Yes, a proposal has been received from Secretary,
Primary Teachers’ Association for a proposed tour by 45
teachers with one Deputy Inspector of Schools as guide, one
Medical Officer, one Personal Assistant-cum-Reporter to the
Leader, one Cook and one Servant. But only 30 teachers
will be deputed.

: _(b)—Director of Public Instruction, Assam in c.onsul-
tation with the Basic Education Officer and the Association.

(¢), (d) & (¢)—This is under consideration.

TShri MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur) :
Who sponsored this scheme?

1Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: The scheme issponsored
by the Central Government.

-tShri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): What is the
purpose of this tour by the Lower Primary School teachers,
whether they will visit some other Lower Primary Schools
or some sites ?

TShri RADHIKA RAM DAS: The main purpose of the
teachers is to have a first-hand information regarding Basic
Education and to visit historical and other places so that they
may be in a better position to impart education to the students.

TShri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj):
What is the duration of the period, how long will they take ?

TShri RADHIKA RAM DAS: T think it is three weeks,

TShrimati KOMOL KUMARI BAR 1 :
Who will bear the cost of travelling ? o (Rasigasn):

TShri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Fj
. ift er cent by the
entral Government and 50 per cent by theyStlzlte CGovernsrfnent.
[Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA . (Silchar West): Do

pvernment propose to extend the benifit of these tours to the

S v T :
agcéonIileaét):I r]i;l;l;:atlon School Teachers and College Professors
-—-—"'__*‘*——-.

TSpeech not corrected,

A s Sl

R A T, STy’ ke, o
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7Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Education):
Asa matter of fact, the Lower Primary School Teachers’ Associa-
tion approached the Assam Government and the Assam Govern-
ment communicated this to the Central Government. The
Central Government came forward to assist us.  So, the move
was originally initiated by the Primary School Teachers’
Association. Jfthe Secondary School Teachers orthe College
Professors or the Lecturers approach the Government, Govern-

ment will co sider the question on merit.

There is another thing that Iwould like to add here. The
Assam Government will defray the expenses of the tour only
to the extent of railway fares at concessional rate,

President, Lower Primary School Teachers’ Association
of Assam

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi) asked :

*24. 'Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased
to state—
(a¢) Who 1is the President of the Lower Primary
Teachers’ Association of Assam ?

() Whether Government is aware that the President
of the Association is distributing some printed
forms to all the Lower Primary School teachers
requesting them to fill up the forms by those
who are willing to undertake the All-India
tour ?

(¢) Whether itis a fact that the authorities of the
School Boards are not at all aware of selection
of teachers ?

(d) If so, whether Government propose to seek opi-
nion of School Boards for selection of teachers
for the proposed tour ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Edu-
cation) replied:
24. (a)—Shri H. Patwari, M.L.A.
(b)—Government is not aware.

(¢)—Government have no information.
(d) —Yes.

TSpeech not cerrected.
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Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): Sir, as
regards my question No.24(4), will the Government be pleased
to make an enquiry ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion) : If it is the desire of the hon. Member, Government will
be pleased to make an enquiry.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Will the Gov-
ernment take the opinion of the Lower Primary School Teachers’
Association also in the matter.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Now the move is made by
the Lower Primary School Teachers’ Association itself, so when an
enquiry is made, this Association will also have to be consulted.

Places and institutions to be visited during the All-India
tour by Lower Primary School teachers

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi) asked:

*25. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased
to state—

(¢) What are the places and institutions proposed to
be visited by the teachers during their All-
india tour ?

(b) Who will guide the teachers during the tour ?

(¢) What amount has been sanctioned for the
purpose ?

(d) What would be the approximate ex
teacher ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister. Edu-
catiom) replied: ?

penditure per

. 25. (a)—Basic Training Centres, places of historical
importances and other important places -

like the O itavans
Damodar Valley Project, Bhakra Nangal, e\tt:.thc fhittaragion,

(6)—One Deputy Inspector of Schools,

(¢)—No amount has beey sanctioned as yet

(4)—Only the Railwa
way concession rates will be paid by the Government,

y fares of the teachers at Rail~

F'a=a

.

4
}ﬁ

N\
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think this question is only a repeti-
tion of the question No. 23. I am sorry.

r Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion): YCS, Sil‘.

Mr. SPEAKER: So let us passon to the next question.

Assault of the Police upon the inmocent passers-by in
the incident on 23rd July 1958 at Dibrugarh

shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) asked :
¥96. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(¢) Whether the attention of the Government has
been drawn to an incident in Dibrugarh
where the police assaulted the innocent passers-
by on the 23rd July 1958 ?

() Wl}ethm‘ Government have received representa-
tions from the Dibrugarh Bar-Association and
other bodies demanding a judicial enquiry into
the incident ?

(¢) 1If so, what stecps do the Government propose
to take ?

(d) Whether any enquiry judicial or otherwise had
been instituted till date ?

(¢e) If so, what are the findings ?

shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied .

26. (a)—Governmen
on 23rd July 1938 at
olice constables on tra
gublic and students.

_ (0) —Yes.

() ég" (d)-:—':!'he Govern
. Deputy Lommissioner and 5
iltll; cctor General of Police (R

Che incidents Were not such as ¢

t have received reports of an incident
Dibrugarh, involving a clash between
ffic duty and some members of the

ment have obtained report from
n enquiry was made by Deputy
ange). Government feel that
O require a judicial enquiry.

(¢)—The report of the Deputy Inspector General of
Police (Range), indicates that there was no aggressive act or
"\ excesses on the part of the police ?
) CxC ‘

9
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*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Isit
a fact that the troubles started when the Policeman took upon
himself the entire function of the State administration from
“judiciary to executive and started beating the cartman on the

public road ?
*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):

Sir, the report is that a loaded push cart was coming without
light and when this Police Constable who was on traflic duty
demanded their names, then they refused to disclose the names.

In the meantime a Sardar of the hand-cart ppllers appeared in
the spot and had an altercation with the Police Constable, As

the driver of the cart refused to disclose his indentity, the

Constable and his companions caught hold of the cart along
with four persons and took them to the Police Station to

produce before the Officer in charge.  That is the report we
‘have received.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Js the
opinion of the Departmental officer as to  whether a  judicial
enquiry should be held or not conclusive ?

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: It is not the
opinion of the Police Department, it is the opinion of the Djs.
trict Magistrate. So far as our report is concerned, the
Magistrate actually asked the people who were affected to filg
complaints and he assured them that it would be properly
enquired into, but since submission of his report to Government
he did not receive any such formal complaint,

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Isit the practice in
case of other Judicial enquiries also that the persons affected
should lodge written complaint ?

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Sometimes in
some cases the Magistrate takes cognigence of offence and
himself order a judicial enquiry and in some others, judicial
enquiry is instituted only when complaint is received.

*Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):

]

=

iy
5

Is it a fact, Sir, that when the Policeman demanded light from

the pushcart puller, itwas 6 P.M. ?

T ———————— ———

*Speech not corrected.
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*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :
The report is that it was 7 P.M.

+Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
Is it a fact that the Policeman caught hold of the driver of the
pushcart on his ears and made him to wait for 4 or 5 hrs. on the
road ?

#Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: We do not have
any such information.

+Shei NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Is it
a fact that an alarm signal was raised by the Dibrugarh Police
whereupon a section of the armed police came out from the
Dibrugarh Police Station and started beating the people indiscri-
minately ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: In which place ?
Actually there were two incidents in two different places—one
was when the Policeman detained the cart puller for not using
the light and subsequently another incident took place in the
Police Station itself,

#Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa): Is
it a fact that when certain students objected to the action of the
Policeman, some police personnel assaulted the students and
took them to the Thana ?

) *Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
Sir, we have not received any report like that. As I have
already stated, the District Magistrate actually asked the af_ft?Ct‘
ed people to file proper complaint against any such allegation.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Is the
second incident, off-shoot of the first incident ?

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Yes, Sir-

I
~ e e

#Speech not corgected.
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Number of Contractors registered in Sibsagar Division
during 1957-58

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked :

*27. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment (Roads and Buildings) be pleased to state—
(a) The number of contractors registered in Sibsagar
Division during 1957-58. The number to he
stated ? :
(6) Whether it is a fact that Registered Contractors
are not required to deposit earnest money for
obtaining contracts ? .
(¢) If so, what is the reason for mot demanding

earnest money from the Registered Cop.

tractors ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Deputy Minister,
Public Works Department) replied s

27. (aj—The systern of Registration of contractors wag
not in force in the year 1957-58.

(b)—No, not for individual contracts at the time of
submission of tenders. Registered contractors are required tq
deposit fixed earnest money at the time of their Registration,

(¢)~=Does not arise.

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra): ¥ &umy oy
Contractor =t Registered ¥fite ?

Mr. SPEAKER : 4305 abi 4.9 2% |

*Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Deputy Minister,
P‘-Wc ) For the information of the hon. Member I may tell
him thag this system was not in vogue in 1956-57. It has been
o Vogue from 1958 onwards. For his information I may again
furnish him the number of contractors of different categories
actually registered.

Number of applications received Actually registered
1st Class 9 2
2nd Clags 15 ' 8
8rd Clagg 83 1
%ﬁ""“"‘-—-—--..

*Speech not corrected,

i TamarasTle—w S ——
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Supply Advisory Board of Goalpara Subdivision

L Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati)
asked :

#98 Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased
to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that Governmentis proposing
to dissolve the Supply Advisory Board of Goal-
para Subdivision with a view 1o appoint a new

Board ?
(b) If so, what is the reason ?

(c) Whether it is a fact that some Congress members
of the aforesaid Board boycotted the Board

meetings ?

(d) If so, since when and for what reasons did they
boycott the Board meetings ?

(¢) Whether Government has received any report from
the Subdivisional Officer, Goalpara regarding
the affairs of the said Board ?

( f) Whether Government has received any letter from
the President of the Assam Provincial Congress
Committee advising reconstitution of the said
Board ?

(¢) Who are the non-Congress non-M. L. A. members

of the said Board ?

(k) Whether Government propose to 1_1ominatc any
non-Congress non-M. L. A public men to the

aforesaid Board ?
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) replied :

28. (a)—The District and Subdivisional Supply Advisory
Boards were constituted for a period of one year with effect
from Ist August 1957. Accordingly, the term of Goalpara
Supply Advisory Board along with other District and Sub-
divisional Supply Advisory Boards expired on 31st July 1958.
Reconstitution of all these Supply Advisory Boards is under
consideration of Government,

(b)—Does not arise.

(c)—Some members remained absent in the Board
meetings.

(d)—Since the constitution of Goalpara Subdivisional
Supply Advisory Board. Reasons for non-attendance of the
meetings of Goalpara Supply Advisory Board by those mem-
bers were not communicated.

(e)—No.

(f)——Yes, he forwarded a grievance of a section of the

blic.
= (g)—Non-M. L. A. members were as follows—

1. Shri Wazuddin Ahmed, Goalpara,

Shri Pratap Ch. Ghosh, Goalpara.

Shri Sibcharan Das, Goalpara.

Shri Kirti Chaadra Roy, P. O, Srihangrar,,

. Shri Nandalal Gital, Raghunandanpur.
Shri Damodhar Mohanta, Bongaigaon.

Shri Bridhichand Chajir, Merchants’ Associg
tion, Goalpara, i

Shri Mani Kanta Das, Goalpara.

Shri Naziruddin Ahmed, wu. A., B. L., Pleader
Goalpara. ’

Noo o » ow N

O

Government have no information as to which of thege
persons are non-Congressmen or Congressmen,

(k)—It is the policy of the Government to have
representatives of various interestsin the Supply Advisory Board,

e e

F=T:  SERRreries
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‘Water Supply System in Shillong
Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) asked :

%99, Will the Minister-in-charge of Local Self-Government
be pleased to state—-

() Whether Government are aware that the presenst
water-supply system in Shillong cannot cope
with the normal demand ?

(b) If so, whether Government propose to take any
step to ensure regular and adequate supply of
water in the capital of the State ?

(¢) Whether all the natural .springs in and about
Shillong have already been utilised for the
purpose ? :

(d) Whether the Shillong Municipality maintains big
reservoir or tank barring the small feeding
tanks for storing up water ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Deputy Minister,
Local Self-Government) replied:

29. (a)—Yes.

(b)—The Government have already started to imple-
ment a scheme for improvement of water supply at a cost of
Rs.30-50 lakhs. As it will take time to implement the main
scheme, an interim scheme has already been started and it will
be completed within this month. The total output of the
interim scheme is expected to be about 1,50,000 gallons of
water per day.

(¢)—Yes, except Wahdiengling springs m{hich are still
under the Army Authorities who took these springs from the
Board during the last war. These springs are to be handed OV.CIt"
to the Board after the war, but up-till now these have notYye
been handed over and the matter is under correspondence:

_ (d)—The following big reservoirs are maintained by
the Shillong Municipal Board— 1
At Malki—One reservoir—=85,000 g2 pns. Gajpds
city. ;
At Barabazar—Two reservoirs—60,000 gallons
capacity each.
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At Madan Taban—One reservoir—>50,000
gallons capacity.

At Laban Harisava—One reservoir—7,000 gallons
capacity.

At Mawprem—Three reseryoirs—18,000 gallons
capacity total.

At  Laitumkhrah-—Three reservoirs—20,000
gallons capacity total.

There are other small reservoirs the total storing
capacity of which will be something like 30,000
gallons barring small 400 gallons feeding tanks.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Sir, do
the Government contemplate to utilise the lake at Upper
Shillong for the purpose of maintaining a constant source of
water-supply to this capital of the State ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, L. §.-G.):
Sir, as has been pointed out, there is a big scheme which Gov-
ernment is going to put in operation at a cost of Rs.30'5 lakhs,
When that scheme is completed that will give us water for a
population of over a lakh. Therefore, at present there is no
other scheme before us to utilise the lake.

. Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):
Sir, while there is a great scarcity of water in this capital town

will the Government propose to reduce the tax of the consumers
of water (laughter) ?

Village Industries Survey Committee

Shri
asked: | UBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj)
*30, Will fisey ;
be pleased t(l) st;}tl:----Mmmter"mu(:ha'rgf3 of Cottage Industries

(2) What are the aims and
Industries Survey Com

(6) How many officers
ﬁeId_ and what is th
a district ?

objects of the Village
mittee ?

have been engaged in the
€ time allowed for survey for

.A;JT‘ ‘F -

| T

.»l g sasT IS mptresr
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(¢) What are the findings of the Rapid Survey Gom-
mittee ?

(d) How many parties are engaged to survey a parti-
cular place and what is the result ?

+Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister,
Cottage Industries) replied:

30. (a)—(1) To ascertain the present conditions and prob-
lems of the Khadi and Village Industries of the State of Assam
and to suggest measures for their development.

(2) To explore the possibilities for the develop-
ment of new Village Industries in Assam on the basis of avail-
able raw materials and capital resources.

(b)—Five officers. 20 days were allotted for collection
of datas. Survey was not made districtwise but some selected
villages for some industries from 2 to 3 districts were surveyed
by each officer with the help of local officers.

(¢)—A report on the findings of the Committee is
under preparation and will be published for general informa-
tion when ready.

(d)—Only one party was engaged for survey of a
particular area. The result of survey will be incorporated in

the report now under preparation vide reply (¢) above.

Shri MOIIENDRANAT}{ HAZARIKA : (a) =ifr =t
s vl weew e TER IS W@y AfEwd qie o gRAl
sgfFa  AFrm IR Sfaem WiE G IR iy g ses BAE
Belan  wACBica? oA Bowed | ROIS WTe Sest i (Fpiia e
gj[ T AR esRe fofe < TG Fiem onm Soawel Sepwelm B
slas 91 |

(b) =1 Uy @ift ez IR FRed ko Fow omw & @ o4
fnts a9 tefem | qreteT [{EaiE q4e ok fofidm o [oode
tfs @t sie Fatrs 77w et 6T Twem ey e gt e
ey @2 g4 *fkfea | s G 26t a9 cora =itfea |

() =flbes 7 adfsld wAread 4fT oferana wrafeq @i s AL |
79 cfafa, sl Aeel? AR Tefet Fiaed gaiw o T 29 |

-

{ Translation of Minister’s reply in Assamese,
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(d) 4B wa% =@ QcFE Gom weas galda FEe awslta wive
TRI7A TEAEA %S @ 49 foranas s g4 F4q T

[ Ciatidaididobil Gl

Shri BHUEAN CHANDRA PRADIHANI (Golakganj) :
ECTs I el R ac) ATAFA THiA A g s fwe ey

e

Shri MAHENDRA NATII HAZARIKA (Ministe,
Cottage Industries): «ocp  wfila  «ifF =l wawd 7l

ZT | G QdeAs sfrw v T

i

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon):
fesa q=itis sio toam wfEa wEed e wtwid b frm EieE fe |
cfsal Survey Committee it wifgnr cog@rfcs a1 o=l =g, :
g3 FHTH ‘[131?_' 2

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: @& =%
it fofds facatls oot s |

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-
East) : @ 3t oo wdie cin =g 2

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : @@ atwig
famte  eoie fofe =f@ wa @ @iz | fara ey iefe w4ty 394
tetg | ety ardl fmre—CEEET, A, EsEedd |
Hand Pounding iz dirq—AcAR, Aaieaidl, ortaiz, cofeEeds |

Bee Keeping s—aizhealbs, togaa-fimes wiw o7 ol 4iws
@AM Tty WA |

afer FRed——Ccolicasys, qmAa, siciEda o g3, 92 ZOii |
Cotton Khadi @ =wHrd—{meié, @iz salEaigt |

Toh St oMb FEC—w @A, stfas,  =Hene, el
gigefd @it Gotfe ifie |-

@ity FE AE—fCpde w e G o2 |
Shei MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): i fefimiz |

B T whafi—-ce T ahe e \
| (Fats ==t

- Mmemstm.
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Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister,
Cottage Industries) : 798¢ Fal el | v fFak =3 |

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) : %
s fegam op) e v AwEaq Mge Fead a1 e o

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: =z | Fa= v
TN TwArw?  qza, Smtn {fey wag e s Tifeds, st
GASET ol ANECACEl SAst EiRA |

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj):
@la T TS af woA oM 00 IGEEA 9 ThhE fSeate w9
FMECA | FA A Tae fowdw wAId FATH 1LIAT T 2

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
g =fifEceE Mo e ‘@e s #EE (Rapid Survey Com-

mittec). y
(fFalf = =afa)

Shri HARERWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): 2 FHAGERT
2[0S T vl cwie 515w opmart wackE wfe e

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: =zf4iq
FEACT FamEsE oz ARE | :

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara):
AT (FIAEL AES G @i GBS ZEe ?

Shri BISHWANATH UPADHYAYA (Patharkandi):
Survey Committee Fioh catn afa = FF ?

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: f¥s =iz al,
Flolacas etfoar |

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table).
Khasi refugees of the hborder areas who came to the
residence of Minister, Tribal Areas Department
for financial help :

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)] asked :

39.(a) Will the Minister-in-charge of Tribal Areas be
p'eased to state— .

a) Whether some - Khast refuge . ¢ _

o areas of the United Khasi} aintia Hf“’*ﬂ b‘?r der-

ing Pakistan who have left their bDI'JCI‘ area to

be rehabilitated in the Nongpoh area came to

his residence to ask for financial help during

the month of June and July, 1958 ?

es from the border
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(b) If the reply to (a) above is in the affirmative,

whether the Minister will be pleased to state :

(z) how many of them came to his residence ;
(i7) how many of them were women and
children ;

(iii) the dates on which they came to his resi-
dence ;

(iv) the action taken to help them ;

any promise to them
that he would send an officer to make
enquiry about their condition 1n the
Nongpoh area and render to them finan-
cial aid and give them work and if so, on
what date this promise was made :

(v) whether he made

(vi) whether any officer was sent and on what
date the officer went there, and whether
that officer gave any report to the
Government and if so, on what date;

(vii) what is the purport of that report ;

(viii) what action has the Minister taken on
this report and on what date ;

(ix) when did the Minister submit this report to
the Chief Minister ;

(x) whether this matter was brought to the
notice of the Cabinet of Ministers ; and

\¥¢) what action has been taken by the
Government to help these refugees and
when ? :

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas) replied:
39.(a)—A number of Khasis who originally came from the
grea}s of TUnited Khasi-Jaintia Hills District adjoining
akistan but who have settled in Nongpoh and in other areas
around Nongpoh did come to the residence of the Minister,

A

B
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in charge of Tribal Areas Department, once in June and another
time in July to ask for financial help.

() (i), (i) & (iit)—They came on the 17th June, 1958
and on the 13th July, 1958. On the first occasion there were
127, of them 43 ~ were women and 20 were children. On
the second occasion there were 143, of whom 40 were women
and 9 were children.

(iv)—They were given food. On the first occasion
they were given free transport back to their villages. They were
also given free rations for a week. On the second occasion free
transport was given only to women and children.

(v)—On the 17th June, 1958 the Minister told them
that an officer would be deputed to enquire into their condi-
tions to enable the Deputy Commissioner to submit proposals

to the Government for such help as might be considered neces-
sary.

(vi)—-The officer held local enquiries on the 19th
and 20th June, 1958 and submitted a report to the Government
on the 23rd June, 1958.

(vi)—The purport of the report was that the people
might be given agricultural loans and work on a test relie
basis.

(viii)—On 4th July, 1958 orders were issued sanc-
tioning a sum of Rs.11,000 for construction of test relief roads
recommended by the Deputy Clommissioner, and on 5th July,
1958 orders were issued sanctioning a sum of Rs.50,000 for
distribution as agricultural loans amongst the deserving border
people settling in the Bhoi area.

(ix), (x) & (x1)—Do not arise in view of the reply
above.

Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)|: 1 want fo put a supplemcntaqé
question on 39(b) (vitt) ; what test relief roads were recommende
by the Deputy Commissioner ?
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Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA

[29TH Aucusr,

(Minister, Tribal
. Areas): These are the roads recommended by the Deputy
Commissioner :—
# i ; ‘ Length Amount
Sanctioned
: e Rs.
' _1.'Urhsni.ng-Umsaitsning ... 2 miles 2,000

2. Umran-Rathi;mg 3 miles 3,000

3. Umtasor-Cinchona ...

asas o TH11ES 3,000
S Nt.Jn-gpoh-Nongkroh ... 95 miles 5,000

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: Iwant to know whether) these
roads were sanctioned for the sake of giving work to the refugees ?

_Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : These test reljef
roads were not sanctioned exclusively for refugees because con-
ditions of the local people in those arcas also are almost the
same. These test reliet works are therefore

meant for the
refugees and the local people.

Rev. J J. M NICHOLS-ROY:. I understand that these
test relief roads were meant to give relief to the refugees.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister has said that test relief
roads were given to both local people and refugcees.

Rev. J. J. M. NiCHOLS-ROY :
the Government gave the Umtasor-

I want to know, whether
the Project Executive Officer, Bhoi

Cinchona f{or executl:on to
area ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : Yes, Sir.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Isita fact that this road
was given by the Project Executive Officer to he executed by the
Serdar of Myrdon ?

Capt. WILLIAMISON A. SANGMA -
relief work a committce was formed and under thejr supeivision
the work is to be executed. There was 1 demand from the
refugees or displaced persons from the border who have settled
in those areas that the relief roads should be given exclusively

Sir, for each test

17 ——--"f'mf-—"'_"'-""'""—%__‘_

S Y i i
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to them but Government cannot make discrimination between
the local people and the displaced persons, as the condition
of the local people is cqually bad as that of the displaced
persons.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes: In the reply to (vizz) it is stated,
‘“‘on 4th July, 1958 orders were issued sanctioning a sum of
Rs.50,000 for distribution as agriu.litural loans amongst the
deserving border people scttling in the Bhoi area”. May I
know what is the number of people who were given this sum
of money ? |

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: Tvery deserving
persons was given Rs.100 cach. EalE

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Does this Government

know that many deserving people did not get this loan atall ?

Report of the Border Areas Committee

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunii (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)] asked :

40. Will the Minister-in-charge of Tribal Areas be pleased
to state— , Y - £

(a) The date in which the Report of the Border Areas
Clommittce appointed by the Government last
March to make enquiry 1 ; ;
the people of the Border Areas In the Unlte_g
Khasi-Jaintia Hills bordering  Pakistan, w2
submitted to him ? olens s

| : ; : : the table

b) Whether he will be pleased tolay on t :

2 a éoi)y of the Re%ort with separatc_ .1}011268

submitted by any member of members of the

Committee ?
: sitted 'to the Chief

¢) When this report was spbmxt
o Minister a.lfd whether it was placed before the

Cabinet ?

nto the conditions of
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(d) Whether there was any distribution of any agri-
cultural loan in 1958 and the names of villages
which have received agricultural loan or
gratuitous relief and the number of persons
who received such loan in each border area
village in the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills ?

(¢) The number of persons and the number of villages
which have applied to the Deputy Commissioner,
United Khasi-Jaintia Hills for such gratuitous
relief and for agricultural loan ?

_" =3 e — T — e

( To how many villages Government officers have
7). end sentnts(; makgé enquiry about the financially

distressing condition of the villages ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
reas) replied:

40. (2)—On 10th May, 1958. |

. (6)—A copy of the Report with the separate note
submitted by the " hon. Member is placed on the Library
Table, (Please see Library Register No.S.62),

(¢)—The Report was submitted to the Chief Minister

on the 26th June, 1958. The Report was not formally placed
cfore the Cabinet, ’ p

(d)—During the current financial vear a sum of
Rs. 43,000 ‘has bceng distributed as agriculturaﬁ loans to 430
Persons, and a sum of Rs. 840 as gratuitous relief to 18 persons.
villc Pe€rsons who received the agricultural loans belong to the
S ages of Rngibah, Lumshiar, Rengku, Belkora, Chirakata,
Unatola, Betgora, Telchora, Silai, Bordup, Kaikuna, Sanditola,
ongrim, Thyllaw, Mawdngeim, Mawdon, Mawkhan,
g:ffila_;lg-Mawdon, Ketrang-Mawdon, Kyrdon-Nonglait and
glait,

(6)—323 persons applied for agricultural loan and
20 for gratuitous relief from 60 villages,

(f)—10 (ten) villages.

- T
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Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: The Minister has replied to question
(b) thus, “A copy of the Report with the separate note submit-
ted by the hon. Member is placed on the Library table”. I
want to know whether the Report was put up before a Gabinet
meeting and whether all the Ministers know about this Report ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas): I have replied that it was not formally placed before
the Cabinet. The Ministers are however supplied with the
copies of the report and as such they know the recommendations

of this Committee.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Is it a fact that the
recommendations of the Border Committee were not carried

out by the Government ?

WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: The Government

Capt.
have carried out the recommendations of the committee so far
; long term reliefs are

4s it relates to interim relicfs but so far as
concerned detailed schemes are being prepared and when these
schemes will be completed, Government will move the Govern-

ment of India for necessary fund.

Rev. J. J- M. NICHOLS-ROY: It isstated in reply to
(d), “‘During the current financial year a sum of Rs.43,000 has
been distributed as agricultural loans to 430 persons and Rs.840
as gratuitous relief to 18 persons”’. Docs the Government know

that of this loan only about 10 persons out of 300 in a village
got the loan ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : Loans had been
given to deserving persons. It may be that thereare a thousand
persons in a village but all of them do not deserve the loan.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :
officers actually recommended for a larger nu
for such loan as deserving persons but that t
did not give all of them loan because there was no fun
of them ? _ :

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : The deserving per-
sons who were recommended by the Deputy Coommissioner on
the report made by officers on proper investigations were given
the loan, it e s

Is it a fact that the
mber of persons
he Government
d for all
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Shri CHATRASING TERON [Mikir Hllls_-West
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: In the matter of imple-
mentation of these recommendations, on what aspect O.f the
recommendations the Government is going to lay emphasis ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A.SANGMA : (Minister, (Tribal)
Areas): The Committee itself has laid down certain principles
in the report by which the Government will be guided.

Shri CHATRASING TERON: In this report it seems
that there are certain recommendations for the economic
improvement of the people of the border areas w};lethg:r the
Government will take firstly into consideration for the imple-
mentation of these recommendations ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : Government will try
to implement the recommendations of the Committee as far
as practicable, but, Sir, unless and until we geta detailed
scheme with the financial implications it will not be possible on
the partof the Government to implement the recommendationsg
of the Committee relating to long term measures. In the
meantime interim relief measures have been taken for e
people of the border areas by the Deputy Commissioner, wh
sends proposals to Government for sanction of necessary fupq.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: With regardto (e), the
answer is “323 persons applied for agrlcultural loan and 20 for

gratuitous relief from 60 villages™. May I know upto what
date ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: We are recciving
applications even to-day. It is not possible for me to say when
those applications were received, but, as I said, we are receiving
applications even now.

Rev. J. J. Mi. NICHOLS-ROY: Will the Government
enquire from the D. C. the number of applications reccived
since that time upto the present day ? There arc many
applications.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : We received hund-
red; of applications, but we cannot sanction loans to individuals
as we receive their applications. Loans can be sanctioned to
deserving individuals only after proper enquiry.

B
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Recommendation of the BordergAreas Committee for
Test Relief Works

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)] asked:

41. Will the Minister-in-charge of Tribal Areas Depart=
ment be pleased to state—

(a) Whether there were Test Relief Works to make or
improve village paths recommended by the
Border Areas Committee to be started during

this year 1958-59 ?

(b) If so, how many ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that Government in the Tri-
bal Arcas Department has given sanction only
in July for a few Test Relief Work ?

(d) The dates in which the Deputy Commissioner,
United Khasi-Jaintia Hills submitted to the
Government in the Tribal Areas Department,
for sanction of the Test Relief Works and
the dates in which the Tribal Areas Depart-
ment gave the sanction ?

42, Will the Minister-in-charge of Tribal Areas Depart=
ment be pleased to state—

() Whether there was recommendation of the Bor-
der Area Committee for Test Relief Works,
for water supply and for making fisheries also ?

(6) If so, how many villages have been given water
supply and the amounts given to each village
in 1958 since last March ?

(c) To how many villages or persons any amount
has been given for making or improvement
of fisheries and the name of those villages or

persons
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Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas) replied:

41. (a)—The Committee made a general recommendation

for taking up test relief work but did not specify any particular
scheme,

(b)—Does not arise.
(6)—No. Sanctions were issued from April, 1958.

(d)—The Deputy Commissioner submitted his pro-
posals on the 18th March, 1958, 15th May, 1958 and 23rd
June, 1958, The Government sanctions werc issued on the
28th  April, 1958, 27th June, 1958, 1st July, 1958, 4th July,
1958 aund I1th July, 1958 involving a total expenditure of
Rs.2,29,000.

42, (a)—Yes.

(5)—The United Khasi-Jaintia Hills District Council
was requested on the 26th May, 1958. to submit schemes invol-
ving an expenditure of Rs.65,224 for the improvement of
water supply in the district during the current year. The
District Council has not yet submitted any scheme.

()—No grant has been given for improvement of
fisheries.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: With regard to 42 (¢), the reply is
“No grant has been given for improvement of fisheries”. T
want to know why, because the recommendation of the Border

Ar@aS. Committee also was that grants should be given for
fisheries also ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: We have got no

money at present fqr the purpose. So, we are moving the
Government of India for a special grant for this purpose.

Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Do Government know
that there has been a great deal of dissatisfaction among the
people because they feel that the Government are not attending
to their distress properly ?
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Capt. WILLIAMSON A. _SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas): I do not accept that statement because whatever relief
is necessary to the people we are giving it.

Number of students who passed out from the Agri-
, cultural and Veterinary Colleges

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj)
asked :

43. Will the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture be pleased
to state—

(¢) How many students passed out in different years
from the Agricultural and Veterinary Colleges
since their inception ?

(5) What are the numbers and qualifications of the
staff of these colleges ?

(¢) What is the amount of annual expenditure for
these colleges ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture) replied :

43. (a)—Two lists showing the number of students
who have passed the I. Sc., (Agri.) and B. Sc. (Agri.)
Examinations from the Assam Agricultural, College, Jorhat
and Diploma and B. V. Sc. Examinations from Assam
Veterinary College, Gauhati are placed on the Library Table.
(Please see Library Register No.S.63.)

(b))—The total number of staff of the Assam Agri-
cultural College and that of Assam Veterinary College, Gauhati
is 20 and 25 respectively, Their qualifications have been
shown in the lists placed on the Library Table. (Please see
Library Register No.S.63.)

(¢)—The annual expenditure of the Assam Agricultur-
al and that of the Assam Veterinary College are shown in
the statements placed on the Library Table. (Please see Library
Register No.S.63.) y
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Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj) :
Is it not a fact that the number of successful candidates does
not even exceed 20 per cent of the number of staff ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture): The hon. Member can verify this from the
lists placed on the Library Table.

- Date of Location of the Office of the Inspector of
Schools of Central Assam Circle at Nowgong

Shri RAMNATH SARMAH (Lumding) asked :

44, Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased
to state—

(a) When the head office of the Inspector of Schools
of Central Assam Circle is located in Nowgong »

(6) Who is at present the Inspector of Schools there p

() Whether it is the duty of the Inspector of Schogjg

to inspect the Government Aided High Schoolg
and Middle Schools ?

(d) If so, how many Schools and what are the nameg
of the Schools, were inspected by the Inspector

of Schools, Central Assam Circle in 1956, 1957
and 1958 ?

. Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion) replied :

44.(a)—With effect from the 27th June 1955,

(6)—Dr. A. K. Borkakoti, M. A., Ph, D. (London).
(¢)—Yes, the High Schools only.

; (d)—A list is placed on the Library Table.
Library Register No.S.64. i

Please see

r

-’ AP e s
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Daily rising of prices of foodstuffs in the State of Assam
Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) asi(ed:
45, Will the Minister of Supply be pleased to state—

() Whether it is a fact that the prices of foodstuffs
are rising daily ?

(b) If so, what are the reasons ?

(¢) Whether Government will be plcasedr to ‘move the -
Centre to reduce the railway freight of the
foodstuffs that come to the State of Assam ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Sup-
ply) replied

45.(a)—During the current year, the prices of foodstufls
imported into Assam (except sugar) are not higher than the
prices during the last year. Sugar had a sharp rise from the
middle of February to first week of March owing to booking
restrictions. Since then, the selling prices of sugar have be-
come normal in consideration of cost prices in production
centres. Asregards rice and paddy produced locally, the prices
are more or less equal of those last year.

(5)—Reasons for high prices which are an All-India
phenomenon may be generally as follows:—

(:) Inflationary tendencies generated by heavy
developmental expenditure ;

(7z) High prices of imported foodstufls in production
centres ;

(¢ii) Increase in Railway and Steamer freights in
respect of certain commodities ;

(iv) Low production of certain commodities owing
to natural causes.

(¢)—In 1955, the Government of India set up ik
Railway Freight Structure Enquiry Committee to g0 1HIEO the
question of freight. The question of reduction of freight had
been taken up with the Freight Structure Enquiry Commutiee.
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It appears from Press reports that some of the recommenda-
tions of the Committee have been accepted by Government of
India. The main feature of new freight structure is reduction
in the overall freight on food. Details are awaited.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
Whether it is a fact that the greed for more profit on the part of
some of the commercial magnates is the cause of increase in
prices ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) : That is an eternal reason and, therefore, Government
did not specifially mention it here.

Dibrugarh Circle Chah Mazdoor Sangha
Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) asked :
46. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Government is aware that the Dibl‘ugarh
Circle Chah Mazdoor Sangha has organiseq

Sevadal Bahini in each garden to stop anti-socjg]
activities, viz., selling of liquor and gambling

etc., for the benefit of labourers as well as qf

the State ?

(b)) Whether it is a fact that the said Circle has syb.
mitted a list of volunteers to the Deputy
Commissioner and Superintendent of Police
Lakhimpur for recognition of the same ? ’

(¢) If so, what action has been taken in the matter ?

(d) If the reply is in the negative whether Government

i proposes to enquire into the matter and recog-
nise the Sevadal ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied:

46. (a)—Yes, in 16 Tea Gardens.

(b)—No list has as yet been received by the Deputy
Commissioner and Superintendent of Police, Lakhimpur,

(¢) & (d)—Do not arise in view of above reply. The
matter will be looked into on receipt of such a request.
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):

May 1 know whether the recognition of these volunteers by
Villages Defence Organisation will also help in reducing the bad
habits among the Mazdoors ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :
If the Sevadal Bahini have been doing good work we will
certainly recognise them in due course.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOILOI (Titabar) :  Since
this organisation is doing very good work in Dibrugarh, will
Government recognise it when the list is received ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : I cannot say off
hand because recognition implies certain things like giving
them some powers and so on and so forth. To what extent
our laws will permit it will have to be seen. Apart from that
we would like to see the working of the Bahini for some time be-

fore we extend recognition.

Agents for procurement of Cement and C. I. Sheets for
the Dibrugarh Subdivision

Shri MANIK CHANDRA DAS (Tengakhat) asked :

47. Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased to
state—

(@) Who were the Agents for procurement of Cement
and C. I. Sheets for the Dibrugarh Subdivision
for the year 1957-58 ?

(b)) Who are the Agents appointed for the year
1958-59 ?

¢) Who is the newl : for the year

( 1058.50 7 ewly appointed Agent for

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) replied :
Dibrugarh for
(2) M/s. Beria
Dibrugarh

47. (a)—(1) Messcs. Bhimraj Chouthmal,
both Cement and Iron materials at Dibrugarh ; (2
Bros, Dibrugarh ; (3) M/s. Shewdottrai Prahladral,
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for Cement only at Dibrugarh ; (4) M/s. Assam Suppliers,
Tinsukia for Chatak Cement at Tinsukia ; (5) Shri Sureka
Bros., Tinsukia and (6) Messrs. Prabhat Clement Agency, Tin-
sukia for cement only at Tinsukia.

Besides, M/s. Assaram Shewbhagawan & Co., Doom-
dooma ; M/s. Mannalal Bharatiya, Naharkatiya and M/s. Hard-
ware Stores and Agency, Tinsukia were appointed  provisional
dealers in Iron materials by the Deputy Commissioner, La-
khimpur,Dibrugarh following the resignation of M/s. Steel

orporation, Tinsukia, the regzistered dealer in Iron materials
at Tinsukia.

(b)—The registered dealers indicated in_reply to
question (@) above were allowed to continue their agency
upto July, 1958.

(¢)—Status quo has been maintained in respect of
tered dealers as indicated in reply to question  (a)
excepting the dealers under item (4) who resigned
In addition to those, M/s. Barik Bros., Dibrugarh 1
appointed as chisterecl Dealer in cement only for Dibl‘ugarh
and M/s. Assaram Shewbhagawan & Co., Doomdoomny -
M/s. Hardware Stores & Agency, Tinsukia have algq e
selected as Registered Dealers in Cement for Doomdooma and
Tinsukia and their names have been recommended to Iroy and
Steel Controller, Government of India, Calcutta for registration
as approved dealers in Iron materials.

regis-
above
Tecently,
ave been

Shri JOGA KANTA BARUA (Jaipur) :

> May T knoy
who were the applicants ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY

; (Minisg
Supply) : I require mnotice for this. -

Shri JOGA KANTA BARUA: Isit not a fact
Dibrugarh™ Multi-purpose Co-operative Society ap
it and whether it is not the policy of Governmen
preference to Co-operatives ?

tl}at the
plied for
t to give

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Certainly
_Gov.ernment will like to give preference to co-operatives,t byt

N view of certain reports against this Co-operative their cases
Could not be disposed of formally.

P —————

*
- TS Sy o * g

oy, TS EREL NN
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Assault of Jamuna Devi, wife of Deomoni Upadhyaya
of Bogibil (Lengapathar) and her daughter by
Shri Ramabatar Singh, Dr. Girish Chandra
of Jamirah T.E. and their parties

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) asked:

48. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(@) Whether it is a fact that on 20th April 1958,
Shri Ramabatar Singh of Dibrugarh Town,
Dr. Girvish Chandra of Jamirah Tea Estate with
their parties attacked the house of Jamuna Devi,
wife of Deomoni Upadhyaya of Bogibil (Lenga-
pathar) and assaulted her and her daughter
injuring them badly and dismantling her house
with dao and kuthar ?

(b)) Whether it is a fact that the Dibrugarh Police
went to the place of occurrence and sent those
victims of injuries to hospital for medical aid ?

(¢) Whether itisa fact that local police closed the
case by giving final report ? :

(d) What was the section of the case ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that the accused
parties are very rich persons of Dibrugarh
Subdivision ?

(/) Whether Government proposes to get the matter
re-investigated by a responsible officer and find
out the reason of clesing the case ?

l‘Scll"i BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied : 1

48.(a)—On_20th April 1958 (afternoon) Mustt. Jamuni
Chettri, wife of Demoni Sarma of Bogibil (Dibrugarh Police
Station) lodged a verbal complaint at the Dibrugarh Police
Station tllz}t at 9-30 A.M. on that day, Dr. Girish Chandra Sil
Das of Jamirah Tea Estate with his son Bhabish Das and Sukdeo
Singh Bohira Ojha alias Rambichor Ojha, Subak Nunir, Ganesh
Khalifa, Amabatar Singh of Dibrugarh and one of his Up-
country servants, armed with Iathiz, entered her house and
assaulted her and her daughter causing injuries to them and also
caused damages to the house. A case was registered and
investigated.
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(b)—Yes.

(¢)—The case could not be charge-sheeted as the com-
plainant could not produce witnesses.

(A)—The case was registered  under sections 148/325
Indian Penal Code,

()—Tt is reported that both Dr. Girish Ch. Sil Das and
Amabatar Singh possess substantial properties,

(f)—The Superintendent of Police concerned after visit-

ing the place of occurrence has since passed order for submission
of charge-sheet in the case,

Shrimnati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal):  fom 55
Ftaedg Eye witness caicstiala A @43 @8 wbmk albaca #inE, Az s, »

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :
o[2[TH & AtE |

Mr.

SPEAKER : FEye witness catceitata wtadl @S 513ruYq
fa=ta

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: =z sitta

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Y€ Wtness (it fasia 5i8cs «Scata 96w 9h |

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA: TE TG w4 ary

I CHTET oits 47 tars SetatEla stwdn wwET 28 | Aot oty
JTAT oMt An[ee P

Mr. SPEAKER : Ts the cases sub-judice now ?
Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Tt has been
replied in ( /) that “the Superintendent of Police concerned

after visiting the place of occurrence has since passed order
for submission of charge-sheet in the case’’,

Mr. SPEAKAR :

, I think that takes care of Mrs. Sen
Gupta’s question.

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon) :

What are the causes of injuries of the victims, according to the
medical report ?

Myr. SPEAKER : I don’t think we can go into it now.

————

——

R e ™
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Award of Junior Basic Scholarships (General) to deserv-
ing Students

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj)
asked :

49, Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to
state—
(@) Whether the Junior Basic Scholarships (General)
are given on merit ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that in 1955-56 some students
were not awarded scholarships though they were
otherwise eligible and secured higher marks
than many of the recipients of scholarships in
the Gauhati School Board ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that some additional scholar-
ships had to be awarded to meet public
agitation and cover the anomaly ?

(d) Whether Government have received any public

representation in the matter and take any action
after enquiry ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion) replied :

49, (a)—Yes.
(b)—No.
(¢)—No.

(d)—Does not arise

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI : May I
know whether scholarships for the same year unaer the
Gauhati School Board were awarded in two terms ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: No, Sir. Some names
were omitted through oversight. It was detected soon after,
and they were given the scholarships. No additional scholar-
ships were sanctioned.

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI : Who is
responsible for this omission ?
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Land eroded of D.C. Bonsi Mauza by. the Beki and
Ultoikhunda rivers in 1940

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked :

50.  Will the Minister-in-charge of P.W.D. (Embankment
and Drainage) be pleased to state-—

() How many acres of land of D. C. Bonsi Mauza
have been eroded by the Beki and the Ultoi-
khunda rivers since 1940 ?

() What steps have been taken by the Government
to stop erosions of the said Mauza ?

(¢) .Whether any survey has been made of the said
Mauza ?

(d) If not, why ?

(¢) Whether the Minister-in~charge of Embankment
and Drainage has ever visited the area ?

(f) If not, when he will visit the same ?
(¢) Whether thorough survey will be made ?

(%) Whether guide Guards will be given to protect

D. G. Bonsi Mauza from erosions caused by
these rivers ? ‘

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY, [Minister
P.W.D. (Flood Control and Irrigation Wing)]’ replied : ’

50.  (2)—Information is not available.

(b)—Rivers in their alluyi
and erode or silt to some extent j
fore, Government do not consider
such erosions.

(¢)—No.

al reaches tend to meander
n their very nature. ‘Ihere-
taking any measures against

(d)—Does not arise in view of reply to (a).

(e)—Yes, in 1954.

e
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( f )—Does not arise.
(g)—No, in view of veply to (b).

(h)—If by ‘guide Guards’ spurs are meant, either
permeable or impermeable the answer is in the negative.

Rehabilitation loan and gratuitous relief to the flood
devastated families in Bogdung Mauza in Dibrugarh
Subdivision

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)
asked

51. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased
to state—

(2) Whether it is a fact that Government sanctioned
Rs.250 as Rehabilitation loan and Rs.50 as
gratuitous relief to each of the 245 flocd de-
vastated families for rehabilitation in Bogdung
Mauza in Dibrugarh Subdivision during the Jast
few years ?

(b) If not, whether Government will be pleased to
furnish the exact amount of loan and gratui-
tous relief granted to each famiiy and also the
number of families receiving such grant for
rehabilitation in Bogdung Mauza in the years
1954, 1955, 1956 and 1957 ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that 245 families complained
to the local Deputy Commissioner or to the
present Sub-Deputy Collector that the Sub-
Deputy Collector in-charge who gave them
these money obtained receipt for Rs.300 but
gave them each Rs.250 only ?

(d) Whether Government will be pleased to disclose
the contents of the application or applications
where they said they received Rs.250 only and

signed receipts for Rs.300 7
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(¢) Whether the Deputy Clommissioner, Lakhimpur
or the present Sub-Deputy Collector, Dibru-
garh Eastern Circle, received any more similar
complaints from newly rehabilitated people of
Bogdung Mauza and other Mauzas of Dibrugarh
Eastern Circle ?

(f) Whether Government propose to make thorough
enquiry into the allegations macde ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to ascertain from
other people who were sanctioned similar grants
by Government in Dibrugarh Fastern Circle as
to whether they actually received the grants or
loans during the period from 1954 to 1957 ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

ol. (@)—Yes, rehabilitation loan at Rs.250 and grant at
I.{S.E)O per

famlly were issued to 282 families and not 245 fa.mi—-
lies as mentioned in the question.

(6)—Loans and gratuitous relief were sanctioned ag
shown below- -
1954 ... ... Nil
1955 ... v NIl
1956 ... ez NIl
! 1957 . ... ... Rs.70,500 as rehabili-
tation loan and Rs.14,100 as rehabilitation grant were issued to
282 families,

(¢)—It is not a fact,

(d)—Does not arise,
(¢)—No such complaints were received.

{f)—No enquiry is proposed to he held without any
complaint,

(g)-~The question

of enquiry does mot arise asno
complaint was received,

et g——

- —
I p—— ——— T ——




1958] QUESTIONS 593
‘Rajnagar’ Capital of the Mattak Kings

L Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)
asked :

52. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

() Whether Government arc aware that the descen-
dants of Mattak Kings are still enjoying a
fragment of their political pension from the
Government of India ?

aware that the capital

(b) Whether Governiment are
the

of Mattak Kingdom was at Bengmara,
present Tinsukia ?

(c) Whether it is a fact that the ‘Rajnagar’ had clear
demarcation in cadestral maps prepared in 1890
or 19007

this place of historic

(d) Whether itis a fact that ‘
yet been declared by

importance has mnot
Parliament as such ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the State Government
have not yet moved the Government of India
to declare this place of historic importance and
give protection under Article 49 of the Indian
Constitution although the Tinsukia Congress
Committee, Rajnagar Uddhar Samity of
Tinsukia, the All-Assam Mattak Sanmilan and
other organisations had been moving this

Government since a long time ?

(f) Ifso, why ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister,
tiom) replied :

Educa-

52. (a)—Yes, one Shri Lankeswar Gohain 2 descendant has

been enjoying political pension at present.

(b)—The General Secretary, All-Assarm Mattak San-
milan of Kanjikoah T. E. during yJanuary 1956 brought to
the notice of Government that ‘Rajnagar’ Was the capital of
the Mattak Kings.
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(¢)—The area has been demarcated by three lines all

around in the cadestral maps of the years 1899-1900 and
1909-11.

(d)—Yes.

: (6)—It being private property Government cannot
Intervene,

(f )—Does not arise.

Position of Rice and Paddy in the areas of Dhubri and
GOla’kganj P. S. of the Goalpara District

: ghri PRAKRITISH CHANDRA BARUA (Gauripur)
askKed :

53. Will the Minister-in-

charge of Supply be pleased to
state—

(a) The position of Rice and Paddy in the areqg
within the jurisdiction of Dhubri and Golg_
ganj P. S. of the Goalpara District ?

(b) Whether Government are aware that the price of
rice and paddy in those areas are abnorma]]
high and beyond the purchasing capacity of the
average people ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to open up Cheap
Grain Shops in suitable places within the
jurisdiction ~ of those two Thanas which are

deficit areas and distribute rice and paddy
through those shops ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) replied :

53. (a)—Not satisfactory,

(b)—VYes, prices have gone up. As the last Sali crop
was badly affected by drought and the Aus crop was damaged
by rice-bug and as there was cattle epidemic for the last few
months, the purchasing power of the ordinary consumers has
become considerably low.,

o e

g -
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(¢)—Local Officers have alrcady been instructed to

Jlocate scarcity pockets in their respective areas and to opet fair

price shops whenever necessary for distribution of rice Pad Y.
at the issue prices fixed by Government along with Atta at
a reasonable price fixed.

Side berms of the P.W. D. Roads within Barpeta
Road Town

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sarbhog) asked :

54. Will the Minister-in-charge ol Public Works Depart-
ment (Roads and Buildings Wing) be pleased to state— 3

(a) Whether Government are aware of the terrible
conditions of the side berms of the Public Works
Department roads within Barpeta Road Town

(b) If so, why they have not yet been improved ?

(¢) Whetheritis a fact that Government promised
during the last Budget Session of the Assembly
to improve the side berms before the rains O
1958 started ?

(d) If so, why Government has not kept its promise ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that the rainy
season of 1958 has since started ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOl (Deputy Minister,
Public Works Department) replied:

54. (a)—In absence of pucca road-side drains, the side
berms become muddy during rains but the condition cannot be
described as terrible,
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(b) to (d)—The side berms were improved before the
rains of 1958 but owing to heavy cart traffic, these cannot be
kept in good condition, unless pucca drains are constructed.
The proposal to provide pucca drains will be placed before the
next A. R. C. B. meeting for their consideration, and works will
be taken up if and when this is approved by the board and
funds are made available for the purpose.

(e)—Yes,

Presentation of the Report of the Committee on
Privileges (No.2) =

Shri RAJENDRA NATH BARUA \(Deput
Speaker): M;y. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move (@) that the

Repgrt of the Committee on Privileges (No.2) be taken into
consideration ;

(6) Consideration of the Report ;
and
_ (¢) to move that the Assembly agrees to the recommey,.
dation contained in the Report.

Sir, regarding the privileges of the hon. Members of th;s
House, the matter was referred to the Committee on Prlvileges,
Now it is for consideration whether the hon. Members would
like to take up the matter immediately. But so far as the

Committee on Privileges is concerned they have given their
recommendation.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
Mr. Speaker, Sir. With your permission under Rule 269 of the
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legisla-

tive Assembly, I beg to move that the debate on this motion be
adjourned to the next session of the Assembly.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that the debate on_the
Report of Privileges Committee (No.2) be adjourned till the
next session of the Assembly.

(dfter a pause) -

(The question was adopted.)
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Calling attention to matter of urgent Public Impor-
tance regarding situation arising at Panbari Tea
Estate (Narayanpur and Bhabanipur
Tea Estates)
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Mr. SPEAKER: The calling to attention to motion
relates to Panbari Tea Estate, the hon. Member should confine

his observation to that Tea Estate only about which he hag
moved this motion.

_. Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar):
WO Fdies =8 | @2 aifiete S@E AR wifes |

Mr. SPEAKER : Theh

RIEEICH

o= on. Member need not give the
istory of the tea garden. We are concerned only with the

conditions prevailing in these two estates which form the
subject matter of discussion of this motion.
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Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Labour): Sir, the hon. Member has given rather a graphic
description of events occurring in these two tea estates. From
those it seems they are of a sadistic character. Up till now in the
whole of Assam we have not received such reports from any
other tea estate. So when these reports were received, we
naturally tried to find out whether the people sending the
reports including the hon. Member had any bias or any cause
for bias against this employer. We have not been able to
discover any cause for bias, and therefore, we have become
increasingly concerned about these statements. It is true Sir,
that certain reports were made to us in Silchar during the
Congress session and it appears that certain reports also were
made to the Chief Minister when he visited Jorhat. So far as
I remember the hon. Member himself put in two memoranda
making certain allegations which were sent down for enquiry.
It is found that on enquiry it has been very difficult to establish
any of these cases. I understand Sir, that in view of such party
and the allegations that are before us, it would be difficult to
establish cases. It appears that there were 15 cases filed against
this Manager, Shri P. C. Bez Baruah, in the court; in some
he was acquitted and in some cases there were orders of
discharge. I do not know whether these were the result of the
enquiries arising out of these complaints. I think they may
not be. It quite appears Sir, that the situation in these tea
gardens is quite outside the normal and our Government will
take stock of the situation and will take account of the statement
made here by the hon. Member and try to find out in what
way they can be investigated so that proper facts may be
prought to light and what steps may be taken so that these
allegations may not be repeated in future.

So far the Trade Union aspect of it is concerned, the hon.
Mover of this Motion himself said that they would take car¢ O
it. But so far as the decision of the Industrial Tribunal’s Awarcs
are concerned, naturally when they are brought to the attention
of Government, Government takes steps to implement them.
One example was cited by the hon. Member in which two
persons were reinstated, but later on both came to grief.
One was discharged because he was given the work which 18
not suited to him and the other was assaulted by some Persons
which ruined his health for the rest of his life. Therefore,
in view of these two peculiar cases implementation of the Awards
also has not been insisted upon by the Unjon. I think Sir, some
of the reasons which have prompted the Union ‘o rather go slow
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in the matter is because of the situation prevailing in the garden
itself. As you know Sir, the ordinary law of the land demands
that cases have to be established by evidence in a court of law,
Therefore the Deputy Commissioner and the authorities
concerned naturally have been trying to find out what evidence
there is for these complaints.

But they have been also handicapped by the absence of
formal complaint being filed. From the report it appears there
were 15 complaints filed. Naturally if this statement 1s true
then there may be difficulty in coming forward to file complai-
nts. As a matter of fact our Department seems to have reques-
ted the hon. Member to get a formal complaint filed in the
court, but that has not been done. The reasons are obvious.
Now therefore, Siv, in view of the statement by the hon.
Member, we feel greatly concerned. The policy of the State
Government is to maintain law and order and I have no doubt
that the State Government after taking stock of the situation
will try and find out in what best way law and order can be
maintained, so that the pcople can pursue their peacefy]
avocations in that part of the country. At this stage I have
nothing to add further.

Resolution regarding contempt or an alleged breach
of privilege of Assam Legislative Assembly by a
Member, Officer or Servant of another
Legislature of India

Shri RAJENDRA NATH BARUA (Deputy Speaker):

r. Speaker, Sir, T beg to move that this House resolves that .

;ga_menlnber, Officer orservant of another Legislature in India
Pri;?l\:ao ve% In a case of coutempt or an alleged breach of
o onse, i the Speaker shall refer the matter to the

Presid;

whcg;lg;?sgesogge; Ot :.hat House, unless on hearing the member
. N uestion or 3 er b h r

complaint is based on a d Perusing any document where the

SeC OCcument, the Speaker is satisfied that
no breach of privilege has been committeg or the matter is too

trivial to be taken notice of, in whi .
1 4 icl disallow the
motion for breach of privilege. 1 case he may di

This House further resolves that when a case of contempt
or an alleged breach of privilege against ancther Legislature in
India in which a member, officer or servant of this House is
Involved is referred to this House by the Presiding Officer of
the House or Legislature contemned ; the Speaker of this House

Pl S ——————————
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shall deal with the matter in ‘the same way as if it were a case
Of breach of privilege of this House and communicate to the
residing Officer who made the reference, a report about the

‘€nquiry and the action taken on the reference received.

Sir, in this connection, I would like to give a short back-
ground of the necessity of bringing forward this resolution.
This question was posed by the Speaker of the Hyderabad
Legislative Assembly in the Presiding Officers’ Conference held
at Shillong in 1955, and after weighing the legal and other
aspects of the whole question, a Sub-committee of the Presiding
Officers was constituted and they have thought it proper that
a convention should be set up so that any member or officer
who commits a breach of privilege in respect of one Legislature
the matter might be taken into consideration in another
Legislature. The Speaker of the Hyderabad Legislative Assembly
said that onc member of the Rajya Sabha spoke something in
a public meeting at Hyderabad which amounted to the contempt
of the Hyderabad Legislature, but on enquiry it was found
that there was no breach of privilege. Now, supposing there
was a breach what action will be taken by the Hyderabad
Legislative Assembly ? The Committee suggested therefore
that such a resolution should be taken in all the Legislature,
and therefore I have come up with this resolution.

(The question was put as a question and adopted.)

The Assam Panchayat Bill, 1958

*Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister,
Rural Development): Mr. Speaker, Sir I beg to move
that the Assam Panchayat Bill, 1958 be referred to a Select
Committee.

The Select Committee will consist of the following
Members :

1. The Minister-in-charge,
2. Shri Siddhinath Sarma,
3. Shri Ram Nath Das,

*Spe'ch not corrected.
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Shri Mohi Kanta Das, ;

. Shri Dandeswar Hazarika ;
Mrs. Jyotsna Chanda ;
Shri Omeo Kumar Das ;

Shri Mohendra Mohan Choudhury;

© ® N o ouoR

Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed ;

10. Shri Baikuntha Nath Das. ;

11. Shri Ram Nath Sarma ;

12, Shri Hareswar Goswami ;

13. Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya ;

14. Shri Khogendra Nath Barburah ;
15. Shri Hiralal Patwari.

5 Members will form the quorum, The Select Committee
is to submit its report by 21st October, 1958.
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Myr. SPEAKER: The motion moved is that the Assam
Panchayat Bill, 1958 be referred to a Select Committec.
The Committee is to submit its report by 21st October, 1958. .

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Panchayat Bill,

1958, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion
thereon by 31st October 1958.

In Rule 73 of the Rules and Procedure and Conduct of
Business in this Assembly it has been laid down that during
the first reading of a Bill we can discuss only the principle of
the Bill, and its general provisions. We may also go to some
details of the Bill so far as it explains the principles. Naturally
I shall try to go into the details of the Bill and its provisions
only when they are very very important for illustrating the
general principles. Sir, at the very outset I sh.oulcl like to su’p-
mit that the purpose of my Amendment Motion to a certain
extent has been explained by the Minister himself. He has said
in the course of his speech, that the very news that such g
sweeping legislation touching the vital local self governin
institutions in the State and touching the constructiona]
activities of the Government particularly in the rural areas , has
alerted public opinion. There has been a.good deal of conster ..
tion not only among the general public but also among the
responsible bodies like Local Boards, Rural Panchayats, and so
on. I should like to submit, Sir, that this is a very healthy sign
that our people particularly those who take some interest in
public activities are very alert as to take interest of their own
In these matters. It is really a healthy sign. This is a sign of

growing democracy and I welcome such an attitude on the part
of those people.

Sir, the Minister h : ' ;
itats ' : rnment
hesitat : as also said that the Gove nt was

Ing and considering for a prettv 1 time past about
the preparation and % e oae ;

résentation of the Bill.. He said that the
Government wanted topintroduce the Bill during the last budget
session 1tself, but could not do so, and in this session also we
have seen that it hag come rath:gr in a very hurried manner.
I do not blame the Government for this delay because when
such sweeping provisions are made all aspects of the matter
should be considered from every possible angle and it should
be sought to be made as fool-proof a5 humanly possible. There-
fore, I do not propose to accuse the Government for this
delay, If the Bill be bhefore the public in general with the

|
‘
|

specific provision that their opinion is welcomed not only | .
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welcome, but is necessary—-then the public will feel more
enthused to express themselves on this. If the Bill be sent
to different organisations—not only those who are directly
connected with the local self-governing body, but also other
bodies like the Bar Associations and so on--then I am sure very
valuable suggestions and criticisms will come. It may be
said that this might be done even if the Bill be pending before
a Select Committee and that the Select Committee itself might
consider these things and might also if they think proper, take
evidence from different organisations or individuals, but, Sir,
the Select Clommittee in these respects are very much circums-
cribed and in these spheres they may not go an inch beyond
the scope laid down in the Bill placed before them for consi-
deration. They may make some suggestions here and some
correction elsewhere but they cannot change the fundamental
principles or basic principles laid down in the bill. Now, so
far as basic principles and major provisions of the Bill are
concerned, I consider that there are some serious things, there
are some provisions which are objectionable from popular or
democratic point of view and there are again other things of
extremely doubtful character. So, if the Bill is before the
general public then it may so happen that conscientious of
opinion will he that some of the hasic principles be drastically
amended or changed. So, I feel that there should be a provision
for that purpose there. The very fact that i our Rules of
Procedure and also in all the rules of procedures of all the
Parliaments of the world, there is a process by which Bills are
circulated for public opinion, this itself shows that a bill f gieat
importance before putting up to a Sclect Committee is sent
before the general public for their opinien and consideration.
I think, I nced not dilate on these matters and quote precedents
in support of my argument.

Sir, we have been told by the hon’ble Minister that the Pan-
chayat is an institution of very old origin. He has said tl}at
this existed in some other formin the Vedic age, It 18 quite
true that as early as the days of Rig Veda, there was provision
for such panchayats. We have seen in some Suktas 9f the
Vedas that there were Ganas who had primary positions 111 thg
society. To quote one of Rig Veda :—“sidfi: 1 stefsifioes AL 1
It is quite true that Panchayat is a very old institution but, at
the same time, while we should be proud of the national glories
of the past, we should not forget that this was not a mQI]?POIY
of India alone as this was in vogue in other human societies O
the world also in their own way. The old Egypt or Assyrlgt or
Babylonia had groups of village bodies to run their own aflars
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These were also in old European communities, there were also

such institutions in South Africa or Australia or Czechoslovakia
and other countries.

Sir, this institution is not only existing in the Indian forms
of village policy but also it exists in the foreign forms of village
policy. As a matter of fact one aspect of these Panchayats has
been brought from the Czechoslovakian form of Panchayats.
I can quote from reports of Czechoslovakia itself about it.

I am really sorry to say that the provisions of the Bill do
not show what has been shown in the Statements of Objects
and Reasons. In the Statements of Objects and Reasons it is said
“In order to incorporate the recommendations of the Pan-
chayat Enquiry Committee, 1954 and the recommendations
of the Balvantry Mehta Committee, it was found necessary
to revise the whole Bill rather than to make any piece-meal
amendments.”’ Sir, in this the Minister has put in a wrong word
t.e,, “Balvantry Mechta Committee.”’ I do not think
that the Minister have gone through this Report at all. If
he would, he would perhaps not have committed this mistake,

Mr. SPEAKER: It may be a printing mistake.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
There was a report of the Community Projects and Nationa]
Extension Service Blocks under the Chairmanship of Shri
Balvantry G. Mehta. It is a glaring mistake.

Now, Sir, here it has been said, “The Government
however decided that the Block would, for the main part,
be the organisational level for planning and implementation
of the development programmes in so far as the funds
from the Government departments would be available.” Then
it 15 sald, “The Block Panchayat will therefore be an inter-
mediary body between the Union Panchayat and the Gaon
Panchayats "and most of the works  will really be ex-
ecuted through the agency of the Block Panchayats”’, etc.
recommendations made by

. . ; were with regard to a parti-
cular aspect on our village Jife as is very wc]ig known to the

hon.  Members of this House. There was the First Five Year
Plan and there were also several committees and commissions to
study the cxperiences of this First Five Year Plan. One very
1mportant factor of this First Five Year Planis the formation
of COmmumty Projects and National Extension Service Blocks

P iy aame——— gm—
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and about these institutions there was a great deal of criti-
cism from various sectors. Even the Planning Commisssion
itself in its progress report admitted that the very purpose
of these community projects and extension service blocks has
been defeated because in actual practice of these policies it has
been seen that through these organisations in the countryside
the rich have become richer and the poor poorer. Some
people in the villages, who were not very honourable in their
behaviour towards the people, have got the upper hand in
these institutions. They have managed to become the lead-
ing people in these organisations. They use to take con-
tracts and other thingsand in this way they have become
richer and the common people do not benefit much. Even
the Prime Minister, when he addressed a gathering of the
Development Commissioners in 1952' made some scathing
criticisms about the functioning of these institutions. So,
being criticised from various quarters it was thought necessary
that there should be an enquiry into these matters and this
Committee under the Chairmanship of Shri Balvantry G.
Mehta had submitted in its report that there had been serious
mistakes in these rural bodies. There are two aspects of
work through these rural bodies: one is constructional and
the other is giving relief to the people. Now, So far as the construc-
tional aspect is concerned, this had not been given suffi-
cient importance by these bodies because they were apparently
and initially not very popular. But so far as the relief
measures are concerned, ¢ e., giving some amount of
immediate benefit to the people, they became to a certain
extent popular and these bodies gave more stress on them,
for example, digging tanks or wells, constructing roads, bridges,
and so on. But the Balvantray Mehta Committee wanted
to stress that if we want really to build up a prosperous commu-
nity basing primarily on a prosperous countryside, and if we
want this to be done through a democratic process by the
initiative of the common man, then we must give some
importance to these bodies as institutions which are meant to
rouse the initiative of the people for national constructiona
activities. And itwas primarily with this object in view that this
Committee took evidence, examined witnesses, made findings
and submitted the report. But so far as the Panchayats as
institutions of local Government are concerned, if we _take
only this aspect, which has been underlined by this Committee,
then we shall be very much one-sided. We cannot 1gnore
the other side also, which was being attended to uptill now
by the Local Boards and the Rural Panchayats. So, at the
very beginning I should say that there has been a Dbasic
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mistake in
should not e
of

the approval and principle of this Bill. We
mphasise only one aspzct of rural lile, which b‘.lS
course very important and which should in no case be
ignored, but while doing so it will be also wrong  to ISWF&%
like a pendulum—one swing forgetting the (_:o.nstrucg%r}a Sll -
altogether and confining ourselves only to giving rclie in Ol’il Cr
to earn cheap popularity and catch votes, thcn_ take '{.IC ot et
swing and forget or at least ignore the other aspect, i.e., t 1eﬁasp§ct
of giving some relief to the people. I should like to say tha
there should he a golden mean and a proper 1)a}allge bctw_ee.r}
the two. This balance is missing in the present Bill,  This is
my first objection on the principle of the Bill. |

Now, so far as the constructional approach is concei‘ned.,
there also I should like to say that®the underlying emphasis
of the Mehta Committee has been ignored. IfI remember
the reportof the Committee aright, two things were emphasised

¥ them ; one was decentralisation and the other was de-bureau-
cratisation. Now, in both these aspects, the Blll‘ has sought
o do just the reverse; that is to say, the Bill which is

placed before us in fact brings in more hureaucmtis.atlon a_nd
more centralisation. Now, this also is not a thing  which
only T am saying now.

I do not claim to b: so far original,
this is to be found in the report itself. It will be found that
delegation of powers does not mean decentralisation. I refer
to paragraph 2 (8) of the First Volume of the report at
Page 7, where there is a line, “it {s not infrequent that delegation
of power is mistaken for decentralisation”. I do not know
whether it is a mistake ‘or it has been done deliberately by the
officers who drafted the Bill because throughout the whole Bill,
in all it provisions, I find there is almost a tug of war—the
Balvantray " G.  Mehta Committee’s report on the one hand
and on the other the efiort and urge of the bureaucracy to
keep all the powers in their hands by some means or other.
Because of this tug of war the fate of the Bill. has become
what it is; though apparently sometimes it looks democratic,
when  we go a little deep into it we find that it seeks to give
more power to the bureaucrats, Now, it is stated in the report
1tseif : ““The proposals of the Planning Commission for the
vecond Five Year Plan, as accepted by Parliament, stress
the need for creating  within the  district g we'l-organised
democratic structure of administration ip which the village
Panchayat will- he organically linked with popular organi-
sation “at o higher level”. This statement has given the

o that is due to them.

village Panchayats the importance _
But the Bij has sought to make it almost an order-carrying body
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The order will come from above and they will simply carry out
the orders. That is almost the position. In a sense this might
!)c. t.hat the villagers should not be or ought not to be given any
initiative as given to some extent in the Rural Panchayat Act,
1948, Because we know that while it is a fact that in a demo-
C_rutic system of Government we should see whether the people
like to live in a village or in a township or ina hamlet that
people from every community should get their due and should
get their scope for development. At the sametime there 1s
another danger thatif we stretcl: the scope too far for the people
then the centrifugal lo-alism comes to the upper hand and the
broad national sense becomes ignored. So, Sir, I would like to
say that while any direction 1is left at the lowest rung
we should give not only suflicient attention and sufficient mitia-
tive but also we should broaden our outlook and make ourselves
nationally conscious. That is necessary. In that way il some
amount of initiative is left to the people as in the Rural Pan-
chayat Act, then I see no reason why we should have any objec-
tion to the Assam Panchayat’ Bill incorporating that aspect. Then
another thing which is to be remembered is that so far as cheap
popularity is conceried, it is there in the Assam Panchayat Bill.
But so far asdirect election is concerned, it is only there in the
Rural Panchayat Act. In the Assam Panchayat, Bill, members
of the Block Panchayat cannot be elected by the people
directly. As a matter of fact, this point was discussed at length 1n
the Balvantray G. Mehta Comimittee’s Report.  But somebody
must have told that in the Assam Panchayat Bill the clection
should Dbe indirect. Sir, my contention is that either we
should take the whole of the Balvantray G. Mehta Com-
miitee’s Report or reject the Report. While taking certain
portion of the Balvantray G. Mehta Clammittee’s Report healthy
aspects have been avoided which give a check to the bureaucrar
tic attitude and increases the initiative of the people. Govern-
ment takes only those provisions which want to curb the inif1a-
tive of the people and to ignore the people. While T am saymng
this, I should not be misunderstood by the hon. Members of this
House that I am holding a brief for the Balvantray G- Meh}ta
Committee’s Report. I have my own criticisms for the
Report itself.

This Report has also stated that the deccnn'allsatlgn ?f
I‘CSpOl’l‘:,.lh.llity and power has not taken p]ace below the State
level and such decentralisation has now become urgent and can
be made by a delegation of the power which creates all develop-
meni and so on. When we compare it with the previous coimn-
ments, I think, I am right in caying that the Assam Panchayat
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Bill has no decentralisation of power. In that_ connection if we
go to see the different chapters of the Bill wefind that the

emphasis here in the Assam Panchayat Bill has been on the
wrong side.

Now let us see another thing. First of all, let us take the
constitution of the Block Panchayat. Who will elect the members
of the Block Panchayat ? As I have already stated, the
people will not elect the members of the Block Panchayat

ireclty. Then who will be the electors ?  Sir, in clause 19 of
the Assam Panchayat Bill, 1958 it has been stated that-1—

The Block Panchayat as established under Section 5, shall
consist of . ’

() Presidents of Gaon Panchayat falling within the
jurisdiction of the Block Panchayat ; and

(#8) One representative to be elected by Chairman of
the Go-operative Societies falling -wuhm the areg
of the Block Panchayat as prescribed.

2. All members of the Statc Legislative Assembly whose
constituency fa'l within the Block Panchayat area shall be ex.-

officio members of the Block Panchayat without the right to
vote.

3. The State Government may appoint such officers as ex-
officio members

of the Block Panchayat as may be deemed
HEEessary. Such ex-gfficio members shall have no right to
vote,

As I have stated, Sir, at the very beginning,_ while we

I, we know that the village communities have
ave got their own aspirations and
Generally there is a village
nd he is very popular amongst
hampions the cause of the whole
. : nly for the interest of the village,
Similarly there is another village in which there is also another
village headman who sees to the interest of that village with
equal stubbornness. Tp this way every village has certain

leader,s. If the villagers want to have a Namghar or a tank in
the villages they take up the work on 2 self-help basis.

Mr. SPEAKER - May I kncw from the hon. Member
from Gauhati how long time he will take to finish his speech ?

: every village
the villagers, because hge f

village and fights stubbor

BV e
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‘Shri GAURISHANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :

1, T want at least one hour more.

Sir, I want to say that the villagers if they want to have
a Namghar or a tank they do not want to have it by using
some Bihari labourers and then just going in for submission 0
false bills for the same. The villagers want to take up the work
on a self-help basis and in this way enthusiasm is created by the
village headman for work amongst the people in his village and
the}f may construct good roads and make good tanks for
having good drinking water for themselves. In this way, for
example, if there is necessity for an Middle Vernacular School in
a village, the village headman of that village creates enthusiasm
for the people to have the Middle Vernacular school,
which is not only for one village, but for a cluster of villages.
Now, if there is not somebody who is generally accepted by all
thesﬂ_ villages, then what will happen ? There will be ¢ mara-
mari” from all sides. The Deputy Education Minister himself
knows what happened in one village of his constituency known as
Teteliagaon. Some people migrated from this village to another
place which they named Teteliabari and an Lower Primary
school was to be started in that area; then some people said that
the Lower Primarv school should be located at Teteliagaon
while others said that it should be located at Teteliabari after
vyhich a quarrel between the two interested parties ensued resul-
ting in some criminal cases——perhaps the Deputy Minister of
Education was a lawyer of one side and I of the other side....-
(laughter ...... ). Now Sir, in that case there were some brealg-
ing of heads. But ultimately the Deputy Minister had his
way and rightly or wrongly I cannot say, he started one school.
But the other day some people came to me at Gauhati when I
went down to Gauhati the other day. They said, ““Look, the
Deputy Education Minister has done so much wrong to Uus.
Instead of starting a school at Teteliagaon, he has given 1t tO
Teteliabari, we want to go to  the Fducation Minister himself
and fight it out”. ThenI said, “Well, why fight it out, why
don’t start an Middle English or Middle Vernacular Schg)ol ?
Let the Lower Primary school be there, and you start an Mlddle
English school . Sir, this local initiative or local pride 1s good
in certain respects but then it also can go too far. There are
certain aspects which we have to be careful about. This loca-
lism or local patriotism in our villages is 2 double-edged weapon.
Now, what happens when a Village Panchayat will be elected ?
There are people who think only in terms of their village—-they
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say my village is the first and the last for me in this world.
That Sir, generally happens in small area elections. Some-
time local sentin entsand a spirit of localism is roused and when
somebody with a broader outlook, who con iders not only for
one village but for other villages also or for a cluster of villages
comes, he may not be elected. People will say, “He is a good
man no doubt, but he has no particular interest for my
village,”” and so on. So what will happen? ay 1 ask, what
may or might happen when that extreme local patriotism
with all “its vices comes to play? If persons with this spirit
of localism become electors then what happens ? It will be
difficult even to make a Village Panchayat. The election
might become a ’Sangram’” when some extreme patriotsin
some villages combined together. Not only that. There may
also be some political manocuvrings and cases of bribery
and corruption. Sir, we see that our people are generally
good people. But exceptions also are there. Sir, with all
respects to oursclves I say that when an Englishman takes
an oath and say “I shall tell the truth and nothing but
the truth” he means it. But we have seen that many ofus
do not always say what we mean and mean what we say.
We as practising lawyers have seen a lot of these things.
Sir, you know that bribery and corruption is not ver
uncommon or unknown in this part of the globe! When it
comes to the question of purchasing a few votes it is
sometimes done by some people withont a qualm of conscience.
We see it in certain Municipal elections or other clections.
Of course these things do happen also in England or clse-
where in the world; but more rarely. So Sir, I say that the
proposed method of election will make the Panchayats the breed-
ing grounds of corruption and bribery, localisin and what not.
But if elections to these Panchayats could be direct, then people
would have better sense. How ? As a matter of fact, Rural
Panchayats are being criticised a great deal ; but 1 have had
?[O?e consideration about it, I have examined this question and

ound that generally to the Village Panchayats people elect
those who were connected with village  aflairs every day and to

the Rural Panchavats they elect people who are a little educated
those who can talk  also in present of others. Byt election to thé
Rural Panchayat is not so bad if we can elect

right
sons. But last time :ome said that people while sgndiygpz 1?1fanp?';;
election to the Village Panchayat sent ons who is fit for 4 parti-
cular job and to a Rural Panchayat another type of Person who
is fit for a different function. That good sense, that good
consideration is in the mind of our people.  But if

, : : they have no
choice for sending one fit for a local function and another fit for a
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general function then what happens ? Actually the people’s
initiative is not Iencoglragecl, that good sense in them, that demo-
cratic sens¢ 1N them s not helped but curbed. It may happen
that a man )5 SeAL to the Rurs] Panchayat who does not care so
much for the people’s interest,

gt Thus this indirect election 1is
dangerous particularly when this Block Panchayat is to be all

s oital and = hich Block Panchayat is the
most vital and most important basic structure of the whole plan.
To tuch a Body election must be direct,

Now, it may be said that the Select Clommittee will also
consider the possibility of direct election. At any rate in another
place they have said—let mec use their own words at the outset
there may be certain mistakes and there might not be sufficient
progress also, but they will learn by mistakes. It is good, rather

it is necessary that sometimes in their actions people should learn
by committing mistakes,

Adjournment

The Assembly then adjourned till 10 A. M. on Saturday, the
30th August, 1958.

Shillong R. N. BARUA,
The 3rd June 1960. Secretary, Assam Legislative
Assembly.
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