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Proceedings of the Fourth Séssion of the Assam Legis-
Jative Assembly assembled after the Second
-General :Election wunder ‘the “Sovereign '
Democratic Republican Consti-
~tution of India

— s et

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,

" at 10 a.m. on Thursday, the 28th August, 1958.

PRESENT

"+ Shri Dev Kanta Barooah, B.A., LL.B., Speaker in the

Chair, the nine Ministers, the four Deputy Ministers and
eighty-one Members.

———

' QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)

Formation of a Subdivision at Nalbari

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) asked :

- - %15. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state— . -
' (a) Whether Government have come to any decision
l'egal‘gling formation of a Subdivision at Nal-
bari ¢ ‘
() If the reply to (a) above is .in the negative,
“whether Government are aware of the wide-
spread public opinion in favour of formation O
such a Subdivision ? T

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied : | . Bt

15. (a)——No, but it is under active consideration.

(b)—Yes.
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Bordowa-Balikatia Road in the District of Nowgong
Maulavi NURUL ISLAM (Dhing) asked :

*16. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depari-
ment (Roads and Buildings Wing) be pleased to state—

(a) th:ther the Bordowa-Balikatia road in the
District of Nowgong has been completed ?

(6) If not, why not ?

(c) Whether Government propose to complete the
work within this year ?

(d) What is the distance of the road and how far the
road has been constructed ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Deputy Minister,
Public Works Department) replied :

16. (a)—Yes. The portion of 1} miles from Bordowa
and taken over for improvement has been completed.

(b)—Does not arise in view of reply to () above.

(c) & (d)—The total length of the road is 4 miles out
of which 14 miles from Bordowa end have been improved as
per sanctioned estimate and completed.

The question of taking up of the remaining
length of the road will be put up before the next Assam Roads
Communication Board meeting for their consideration and
action will be taken on its decision,

Maulavi NURUL ISLAM: May I know, Sir, when the
work of this road was begun ? ’

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: I would supply the
answer later if the hon, Member insists on it.

Maulavi NURUL ISLAM: Why work for 1} miles only
has been taken up ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: Out of the fi)tglocgf;:
ance of 4 miles the Government gave sanction for 1} me
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Cattle loan in Goalpara District

: Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj)
asked :

28, Will the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture, etc., be
pleased to state—

(a) The amount Government spent as cattle loan in
Goalpara district during the last three years (figures
to be given year by year) ?

(b) What is the rate of cattle mortality during the last
three years in the said district ?
M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,

Agriculture, etc.) replied:

28.(a)—The amount of cattle loan sanctioned during last
3 years in Goalpara district is noted below :—

: Rs.
1955-56 25,000
1956-57 2,32,000
1957-58 2,10,500

(b)—Collection of vital statistics for livestock is mnot
done in this State. The department however, collects mortality

figure from epidemic diseases and the figures of death due te
epidemic diseases are as follows:

1955-56 ... No epidemic reported.
1956-57 i ’ 970
1957-58 .. 4,358
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. Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj) :
Is it not a fact, Sir, that the figure of cattle mortality has also
been collected by the Rural Panchayat and the figure so
collected by the Panchayat is much higher than the figure
supplied by the Department,

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture): That is not a fact, Sir. :

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon):
May I know, Sir, what amount of cattle loan has so.far been
granted by the Government ?

.. Shri HARESWAR DAS : Up to April last it was 9 lakhs.

Marboats running in the Beki Public Works Department
IR ' Ghat
Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked :

29. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment (R. & B. Wing) be pleased to state—

(a) Whét is the breadth of the Beki Public Works °

Department Ghat at the present time ?

(6) How many marboats have been provided by the '

Government for that Ghat ?

(¢) Whether they have engines ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that the Chief Engineer
visited this Ghat in 1957 during the rainy
season P

(¢) Whether it is a fact that he promised to;provide -

diesel engines to two marboats having capaci-ty
of 15 tons in front of the Member of Legis-
lative Assembly of Sorbhog ?

(f') If'so, whether he has kept his words ?

(¢) When the 15- tons marboats with diesel engines
will be provided ? '

) o
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(h) Whether Government is aware that the trucks
are required to be unloaded and reloaded as
the present marboats are very small ?

(i) Whether Government propose to remove the
difficulties of the people in this respect ?

(7 ) Whether it is a fact that the people are to wait
for two to three hours to go to the other side
of the river ?

(k) Whether Government will remove these difficul-
ties ? '
(/) If so, when ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Deputy Minister,
Public Works Department) replied:

29. (a)—The breadth of the Beki Public Works
Department ferry ghat at present is about six furlongs. It may
be less in winter.

(b)—Two engined marboats have been provided by
Government in the Ghat.

(¢)—Yes.

(d)—Yes.

(¢) & (/)—There is no record in office to this effect.

The Chief Engineer is on leave.
(g)—There is no such proposal.

(h)—Yes. Unloac_ling of trucks is made not due to
the fact that the marboat is small, but to avoid accident.

(i)—Does not arise.

(J )—There are no complaints received from any
quarter in this regard. ‘This is always looked into when any
complaint 1s received.

(k) & (I)=—Do not arise.

*Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-
East): SiI‘, regarding (C) and (f), the answer given is “There
is no record in office to this effect, The Chief Engineer is on
leave.”> May I know whether the Chief Engineer takes the
record with him also ? .

*Speech not corrected.
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*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, P.W.D.):
During the tour he does not make any such record.

*Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog): Sir,
does he not submit his diary ?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: He submits his diary,
but there is no record of any conversation during his tour.

*Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR : What about the
promise he made ?

’ *Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : A promise is not admit-
ted,

*Shri RAMNATH DAS [Dergaon (Reserved for
Scheduled Castes)]: With regard to (h), Sir, will the hon.
Minister be pleased to state whether it is the general policy to
unload the trucks while crossing in marboats to avoid accidents?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : It is not a general
policy, but whenever it is found that unloading of trucks is
necessary for the safety of all concerned in a particular ferry
or occassion then it is done.

*Shri RAMNATH DAS: In this particular case unload-
ing is done only to avoid accident. May I know whether or not
this is done in every ferry ? _

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : Whenever occasiong
demand it is done so,

National Malaria Eradication Scheme

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari.
East) asked:
30. Will the Minister of Medical be pleased to state—

(a) When the National Malaria Control Scheme in
Assam is to be switched over to Nationa]
Malaria Eradication Scheme as decided by the
Government of India ?

(b)) Why Malaria  Eradication Scheme was not
executed this year in Assam in spite of the
decision of the Government of India to have
it donein 1958 ?

*Speech not corrected,
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(¢) Why Assam could notcome into line with other
States of Indiain the above respect ?

(d) When Assam will be able to implement Malaria
Eradication Scheme fully?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical)
replied :

30, (a)—Already switched over.

(b)—The Malaria Eradication Programme has been
in operation in this State since lst April, 1958.

(c)—As far as we are aware the progress of work in
this State fares well in comparison with other States.

(d)—Does not arisc.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-
East): Sir, what is the difference between the National
Malaria Control Scheme and the Eradication Scheme ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : The National Malaria
Coontrol scheme is meant for controlling malaria whereas Eradi-
cation Scheme is meant for eradicating malaria. Under,
the Control Scheme we cannot cover all the areas of the State
but under the Eradication Scheme we cover all the areas of the
State—both in the hills and plains.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
In the Eradication Scheme the object is to spray intensive
D.D.T. so that the mosquitoes are killed before they become
D.D.T. resistant.

_ Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Is it not a fact that the Malaria Control centres are not equit-
ably distributed all over the State ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : There are such centres in
almost all the districts, but the work is done according to the
advice of the experts.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY: Is it a
fact that the additional staff required for the Eradication
Scheme has not been sanctioned ?
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical): We
are having the additional staff.

Public Works Department Inspection Bungalow at
Sorbhog

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked:

31. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment Roads and Buildings be plcased to state—

(a) Whether there is any Public Works Departmeﬂt
Inspection Bungalow at Sorbhog ?

(6) If not, why not ?

(¢c) Whether the Medical Minister and the Finance
Minister have visited the Sorbhog Public Works
Department Rest House ?

(d) If so, what remarks were made by them in the
book of the Rest House ?

(¢) Whether a Public Works Department Bungalow
will be constructed immediately at Sorbhog ?

(f) Ifso, when ?

(g) Whether Government feel the necessity of a Public

Works Department Inspection Bungalow at
Sorbhog ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Deputy Minister
P. W. D.) replied:

31. (a)—No.

_ (bj—There is a P.W.D. Inspection Bungalow at Roha,
at a distance of 4 miles from Sorbhog and one Rest house at

Sorbhog has already been constructed. So, construction of
another Inspection Bungalow at Sorbhog is not considered
necessary.

(c)—Yes,
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(d)—The remarks made recently by the Medical Minis-
ter, Shri R, N. Brahma, are—“The house is too small. There
should be regular Inspection Bungalow here with sanitary fit-
tings’’ and the remarks made by Financc Minister Shri F. A,
Ahmed, are—“Officers also complain of scanty accommodation.,
This should be taken for increasing the accommodation’.

(¢) & (f )—There is no such proposal to construct an
Inspection Bungalow at Sorbhog immediately, as this is not
included either under the 2nd Plan programme or under any
other approved schemes. But, the matter will be examined
and steps will be taken to upgrade the Rest house at Sorbhog
to the standard of an Inspection Bungalow if fund becomes

available for the purpose.

(g)—Seems so, in view of (d) above.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR ( Sorbhog) :
Regarding (¢) and (f), Sir, will this be implemented ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Deputy Minister,
P.W.D.): This will be implemented when fund bezomes

available.

Instructors to Students at the Industrial Training
Institute, Srikoena, Cachar

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) asked:

32. Will the Minister of Education be pleased to
state—

(2) Whether it is a fact that under-qualified Instruc-
tors who are incapable of imparting instruction
in two trades to students at the Industrial
Training Institute, Srikona, Cachar, were
appointed without due approval from the Public
Service Commission, or without proper Noti-
fication inviting applications ?

(b)) Whether Government are aware that there 1S
considerable indignation in Cachar for this,
particularly because of the fact that one of the
Instructors is not even a Matriculate while

students are all Matriculate ?
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Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion) replied:

32.(a)—No. Certain appointments had to be made
under Regulation 3(s) of Assam Public Service Commis-
sion regulations on account of urgency as recruitment through
Assam Public Service Commission takes a considerable period.
The candidates however possess requisite technical qualifica-
tions. Government are not aware that some of them are not
able to impart instructions. Assam Public Service Commission
have however advertised the post and their recommendation is
being awaited.

(b)—No. Minimum qualification for the post is a
certificate from any Technical Institute. A certificate holder
may be a Matriculate or a non-Matriculate.

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) : Are. Govern-
ment aware that the Instructors who were appOlpted to
impart instruction in two trades to students in this institute
at Srikona are not qualified and as such are not able to
instruct the students well ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : There are two sets of
students with two different opinions: one set of _Students say-
that the ‘Instructors are imparting instructions quite well while
the other set of students say that it is not so. So, an enquiry
is being made.

Mr, SPEAKER: What is the result ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: The result is awaited.

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA: Are Government aware that
these Instructors who are imparting instruction to students
of Srikona Technical School are said to be certificate holders ?
Are Government aware that these certificate holders have

not got suflicient qualification for imparting instructions to the
students of this Institute?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Theminimum academical
qualification is non-matriculation having a certificate from
some technical school. And all these Instructors have got that
qualification.
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Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) : Are Govern-
ment aware that the Instructors who passed from the Arunachal
Technical School are much less qualified than the students
who got instruction in the Srikona Technical School ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion): It may be.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Education):
The hon. Member’s contentions are substantially correct
because there is great shortage of technical personnel and it
s the intention of the Government to make the teaching staff

more efficient than what it 1s.

Pending bill of Shri Bidya Dhar Barua, a former
Government Pleader of Nowgong '

Maulavi NURUL ISLAM (DHING) asked :

33. Will the Minister-in-charge of Electricity be pleased

to state—
(¢) Whether it is a fact that Shri Bidya Dhar Barua,

4 former Government Pleader of Nowgong,
has been engaged as a Pleader by Government
for representing Government in the arbitration
proceedings of the Nowgong Electric Supply
Corporation Ltd. and conducting Miscellaneous
Case No. 21 of 1956 in the court of Sub-Judge,

Nowgong ? ‘

() Ifso, why hisbill to the extent of Rs. 3,000 (three
thousands) which 8j. B. Barua submitted has
not been paid so long in spite of reminders ?

(¢) When Government propose to pay his bill ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Electricity) replied:
33. (a)—Yes.

() —The matter was under examination.and hence 1t

could mnot be paid earlicr.

; d(:i)—-—Steps arc being taken for early payment of the
fee found due, :
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*Maulavi NURUL ISLAM (Dhing):

In which month
of the year he was engaged ?

*Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Electricity): That is difficult for me to say off-hand.

*Maulavi NURUL ISLAM: Why so long steps were not
taken for payment of the fees?

*Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: There s
conflict of views with regard to the bill. The bill is for
Rs.3,000 and our Department after scrutinizing the bill came
to the conclusion that only Rs.1,550 are due to him.

*Maulavi NURUL ISLAM In what time it would be
settled ?

*Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI :

When the
dispute is of financial type it may

take a little more time,

Mr. SPEAKER: The matter is under examination,

Diversion of the North Trunk Road from Bhalukadohy
to Barpeta Road along the Railway line g,
Sorbhog

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked :

34. Will the Minister-

in-charge of Public Works
ment (R. and B. Wing) be

Depart-

pleased to state—

(@) Whether the North Trunk Road will be diverted
from Bhalukadoba to Barpeta Road along the
railway line vig Sorbhog ?

(8) If so, when this portion of the road will be cop.
structed ?

(¢) Whether Government consider the nccessity of

constructing this road immediately ?
(4) What will be the length of this road ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [ Deputy Minister,
(R. and B. Wing)] replicd: *

34. (a)—No. There is no such proposal at present,

*Speech not corrected. LT as o
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(b)—Does not arise.

(¢)—The matter may be examined, if funds for new
road projects become available, and if the proposal is accepted
by the Assam Roads Communication Board.

(d)—The length from Bhalukadoba to Barpeta Road,
by the Railway line, will be about 8 (eight) miles.

*Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog): When
the next meeting of the Roads Communication Board will be

held ?
#Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Deputy Minister,

P. W.D.): That depends upon availability of funds.

#Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-
East) Will there be any meeting of the Roads Communi-
cation board during the life time of this Assembly ?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, P.W.D.): This
point naturally indicates the minds of several hon. Members.
So, Sir, we are having a discussion soon and we will try and
see how we can render some services during the life time of
this Assembly, because the hon. Members do want, and it is
really so, that some works are done during their tenure of
office, -

*Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katenigaon):
In reply to (¢) it has been said that the matter may be
examined if funds become available. Whether there is any
possibility of having the funds in the near future ?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: We are living in hopes.

Distance between the Brahmaputra and the Rongagora-
Road between Maijan and Nagaghoolie in Dibrugarh
Subdivision

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked :

35. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment (R. and B. Wing) be pleased to state— - '
() The minimum distance between the Brahma-
putra and the Rongagora road between
Maijan and Nagaghoolie in Dibrugarh Sub-

division ?

*Speech not corrocted.
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(0) Whether Government have any proposal to keep
up the communication of that portion of the
road in tact by constructing an alternative road

due to its possible erosion by the Brahma-
putra ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI ( Deputy Minister,
P. W. D.) replied:
35. (a)—The minimum distance -between the
putra and Rongagora Road is—
({) At Maijan—The river has already reached the
toe of the road embankment where there is a
pucca bridge on the road retained witha win
wall. At present the portion is reported to be
silted up due to change in the course of the
river. Protection work has been taken up by the
Embankment and Drainage Department on the
upstream side of the bridge.

(¢) at Nagaghoolie—distance is only 120 ft,
(b)—Yes.

Brahma-

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (SaikhOWa);

When can we €xpect commencement of construction of this
alternative road ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Deputy Minister,
- W.D.): Next winter.

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lohowal): =i wegor
TR, Fetaie) AAE o[form T it '

A % wwem algws e
© T bIFIE 7T F39 Atfirge ?
Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH, (Minister, P, W. D.): =7
| 1
(Loud laughter)

Payment of Compensatory Grants to the Local Bodies in
the State

A dShri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (
asked :

: 36. Will the Minister-in-charge of Finance be pleased to
state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that all Local Bodies in the

State have not yet been paid the full amount
of compensatory grants payable in the year
1957-58 on the actual receipts of the year
1956-57 credited to the State Revenue r

Golokganj)
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(b) Whether it is a fact that Local Bodies have
repeatedly brought this matter of unusual
delay in payment of compensatory grants to
the notice of the Government ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that this has put
the administrative authority of the Board into
extreme financial difficulties ? '

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance)
-replied :

36. (a)—All Local Bodies (Board) in the State except

" the Local Board under Dhubri Subdivision have been paid in

full the compensatory grants due for 1957-58 in lieu of actual
receipts credited to State Revenue during 1956-37.

(b)—No. There is no unusual delay in payment of coms
pensatory grant on the part of Government except in case of
Local Board under Dhubri Subdivision. The delay in respect
of Local Board under Dhubri Subdivision is due to nof-
submission of the verified statement of actual receipts credit
during 1956-57 by the Deputy Commissioner, Goalpara.

(¢)—Except the Dhubri Local Board, no Board can
assign their financial difficulties to non-receipt of compensatory
grant in 1957-58. In the case of Dhubri Local Board also the
Government realising its financial difficulty gave Rs.83,000 as
advance payment of grant during 1957-58 pending receipt of
the verified statement of actual receipts credited to the State
Revenue during 1956-57 from the Deputy Commissioner,

Goalpara.

_ Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj):
Is it mot a fact that Government have failed to get the state-
ment from the Deputy Commissioner, Goalpara as yet ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: In the case of Dhubri
Local Board difficulty is really this. The Zamindaries were
acquired by Government and the Managers, who have been
put in charge, are not able to supply the statement. For this
reason the Deputy Commissioner, in spite of his repeated
efforts, has failed to get information for sending the refurns
of local rates which have been realized during the previous
year, on the basis of which above compensation 18 granted.
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.Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj):

Is it a fact that with the abolition of Zamindaries the
amount of local rates did not vary ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance) :
The amount varies as a portion has to go to the Panchayats and

a portion has to go to the Local Board. We do not know

definitely what was the amount of local rates real
year 1956-57.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-

anchayats, fgyi
Police Statioti:
not get any ' -

East): Isthe Minister aware that some P
example, the Bahjani Panchayat under Nalbar;
and Domkasoka under Sorbhog Police Station did
grant from local rates.

Mr. SPEAKER : It is specifically a question about Dhyhyi.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED:
for 1957-58 are concerned my informatiop i that all Panchayats
have been paid. But as my hon. Friend has mentioned aboyt
two specific cases, namely Bahjani and Domkasoka Panchayats
I will enquire about this. :

So far as grants

Ad-hoc advance of compensatory grant id
Dhubri Local Boarz'l 8 SRS o

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANTI

37. Will the Minister-in-
state—

asked:
charge of Finance be pleased to

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Dhubri Loca] Board
has been paid only Rs. 83,000 as ad-ho. advance
of compensatory grant during the year 1957.58
against the estimated amount of Rs, 2,21.465
for the year 1956-57 ? ;

(6) If so, what ‘are the circumstances under which the
said Board has not been paid the full amount of
compensatory grant for the year ?

(¢) Whether Government PTOpose o sanction angthey
ad-hoc advance to the Dhubri Local Boarq for
which the Board is repeatedly Prayin
just to enable the Board to run the admig
nistration till the verified stampg of recej E
under “Local rate”, etc., credited to State Revlé-
nue during the year 1957-58 are received from
the Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara ?

ised during the

"

-«

o —
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Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED (Minister, Finance)

~ Teplied :

37. (a)—It is a fact that Dhubri Local Board has been paid
only Rs. 83,000 as aa-hoc advance of compensatory grant during
the year 1957-58 to tide over its financial difficulty pending the
receipt of the verified statements of actual receipts credited to
State Revenue during 1956-57 from the Deputy Commissioner,

" Goalpara. As amount of actual receipt can only be ascertained
from the verified statements submitted by the Deputy Commis-
‘s #er, it is not possible to accept the figure of estimated amount
\for the year 1956-57 given in the question. But from the figures
v.‘failablc of previous year it is doubtful if the figure in the ques-
d0n is correct. ; ‘

(6)—Compensatory grants are sanctioned on the [::ams

of figures of actual receipts shown in the statements submitted
by the Deputy Commissioner and Subdivisional Officers. The
full amount of compensatory grants payable to Dhubri Local
Board during 1957-58 is yet to be known as the verified state-
ment in qucEtion has not - yet been reccived from the Deputy
ommissioner concerned. However, the amount for final grant
ue to the Board, could not be sanctioned during 1957-58 for

Non-receipt of the said statement within the stipulated time in-
Spite of repeated reminders.
: (¢)—An amount of Rs. 30,000 has already been sanc-
tioned to Dhubri Local Board during the current year as
advance payment, in the carly part of this month, in lieu of
ocal rates credited during 1957-58.
Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj) :
Is it not o fact that the amount is too meagre to run the bare
adminisiration of the Board, not to speak of payment of the
Obligatory dues. .

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : This amount bhas
ten given as an ad-hoc grant to the Dhubri Local Board as
has heen giving to all the Local Boards this year. I have
the other day passed orders for giving another instalment o_f
such grants to the Local Boards and naturally the Dhubr!
Local Board will also get something.

Principal of Rupshi Degtitute Home

. Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta) asked:

38. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—
(1) Who is the Principal of Rupshi Destitute Home

and what is his academic quaiﬁcation ?
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(b) Whether any academic qualification is necessary
for the purpose ?

(¢) If so, upto what standard ?

I.SClilri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Min'ster)
replied :

38. (a)—Thereis no post of Principal for the Home.
Shrimati Amala Chaudhury is the Superintendent of Rupshi
Asram (Home). She passed M. V. Examination aad obtained
training in Weaving and Nursing. She had previous
experience as she had served as Manager in the Kasturba Gram
Sewa Kendra for two years.

(b)—Not specifically stated in the Advertisement :
except that a lady candidate having Wardha Training would he
given preference.

(¢)—Does not arise.

Calling attention to Matter of Urgent Public Importance
regarding situation created by the breaches of the
Dihing Bund.

Mr. SPEAKER: Now we come to the item Clallj
attention by Shri Durgeswar Saikia and others, - wne

Shrimati PADMA KUMARI GOHAIN (Moran) :
(Rising to speak).

My, SPEAKER : Mr. Saikia will speak first because in
the list his name appears first.

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra

Teatad, aife fas fRyme stacd sasre ﬁnsrata? E. gz Df”?;‘;“m %2;
ateElstl ¥ 2|, 1z e 9 e | Gy czrz fafz: ¢ag
T58RT =AY BT T 1 9% Bolfr fwen B, & D, fysiet 1 acae
qrFt T 43 A1 @R oo wwa «F AT B s wriresg o atq
fofatee, e cratall wata PIbes a3 aufs 75fz 56t 2izew atatm Rag Afse
a1 TR A dAfer  wibe Az IR0, sfe-1za @um txeg ot
atsgra g etz faeifs g |

fifge anta 7AGI7 Fbi2 19T R afidits | @3 2eates
fiars 71 T5M8fF | @¥ AGE[ ObbO 59 o4 Suyq bata wel AtEE |
Srda b8 €FIZS 60 T AT Cifefe | o Pibs 500 e sets AT

¢
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qiF Sevita fifff GRITS Fa | X fAge daea b9 AT BE  wfefd
Siest | fystny €42 A7 s fFg w7 e ¢ 91912 Sifked A
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000 %5 Sifefga |

ata aited 9ficems E. and D. 3 9§ wzivem Seds Ffea
92 T518fF setr waw ofiF B el @ [ w3w g |0 92
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Public Works Department, ¢49tgtal Public Works Department
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Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) R 53F1<d
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relief 3 %%, waw 7zre B39 495 (H | ST wae
More Food =isfa w555 z=ts =i 27T |
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Embankment and Drainage) : Sir, the next Callin g Attention
is also on the same subject.

Mr. SPEAKER : That will not come.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I am extremely grateful to the hon. Members for drawing the at-
tention of the House to this subject. Before going into the detajls
of the matter, I would like (o reply to my Friend, Shri Saikia,
who has posed a question by saying that there was an embank-
ment previously in the sam- locality but it had never breached.
But why the new embankment has been breached severa] times
from 1956? I'he answer is quite simple. There was a smal] embank-
ment of a that length in Dihing river in that locality but today
both sides of almost the whole of the Dihing river " have been
embanked. Naturally high floods level has gone up becayse
there is no spill water to he accumulated in the ‘countryside.

There are one or two places where there arc apprchensions for
breaches. We are taking prec

. [ autions to prevent them, Other
countries which took up such

‘ programme of embanking rivers
have had to face similar problems, particularly in the begin-

ning. Because at the beginning the earth of an embankment is
not properly settled, thus having th

€ danger of breaches here
and there. An_ywz}y, I am not going to analyse the causeg
now. I am to give information to the House, The Haldhibayj

breach in the fourth mile of Dihing left bank down-stream
of Khowang first occurred in the high flood of July, 1956, and
was caused by heavy rush of water through a big hole (proba-
bly arat hole) in the embankment which appeared immedi-
ately before the breach occurred. The breach left a deep
scour-ditch about 500 in length, 300’ in width and 30-35' in
depth. In the working season of 1956-57, the breach was
cleared by a retirement leaving the scour-ditch towards the
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riverside. This retired bund was again breached during the

high floods of May, 1957, which exceeded the previous highest

known floods due to over-topping Last year, the breach was

temporarily closed during the flood-season with a ring of
earth-filling double bamboo pallisading, which also gave way

during the last flood of the year. For permanent closure of
this breach the Department initially selected an alignment to

the south of the scour-ditch with a view to avoid percolation
into the ditch during high fioods. As the pecple raised vehe-
ment opposition to this alignment, (my Friend has also referred
to it—), which would encroach some strips of their homestead,
the then Minister of Public Works Department, Shri Siddhinath
Sarma, inspected the breach and desired examination of an
alternative alignment to the north of the ditch as suzgested by
the villagers. To avoid delay in obtaining land against public
protest, it had to be finally decided to align the embankment
to the north of the breach, The Department fixed the align-
ment after taking into consideration all the technical aspects of
the problem in addition to the question of protest raised by the
villagers. The retired bund along this alignment was built
strongly providing sufficient free board above the high flood
level and adequate measures like provision of guide bunds to
keep away direct attack of the current from the new retirement.
In spite of all these precautions, this retired bund also sudden-
ly gave away on 5th August 1958 without any previous warning,
apparently due to blowing from underneath the seat of the
embankment. The situation of breaches is very difficult as it
is located at a position where these spill channels join together
and try to have their way into the countryside through an old
blocked channel named Digholia Jan which extends right upto
the embankment at that point. The presence of the scour-ditch
of such a depth and magnitude has worsened the position further
as three successive attempts in three consecutive years to close
the breach by retired earth-embankment had failed. It appears
much more costly measures will have to be adopted to close the
breach successfully. This will be studied and decided just
after the floods.

The Superintending Engincer had recently been ordered
to close the gap temporarily by some means, tO protect the
affected area from inundation by subsequent floods though he
reported that any attempt for temporary closure would be costly
and difficult at this time of the season. But from 2 copy of a
resolution passed by the publie of the locality 2 few days back,
it appears that the people do not like the idea of spending

money for temporary closure which they feel will not be of
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much use at this fag end of the cultivating season, even if it
eventually proves successful. The Department is, therefore,
contemplating to revise its previous orders. The Additional
Chief Engineer, under my orders, has already left for the site
to inspect and investigate. I am waiting for his report.

So far as can be known from the reports of the Executive
Engineer, Sibsagar Embankment and Drainage Division, and
the Superintending Engineer, Eastern Embankment and
Drainage Circle, there has been no other breach in any of the
embankments of Dihing river except the one at Haldhibari.
There are 60 miles of embankments on the left bank of
Dihing river and 48 miles on the right bank, totalling 108
miles. In the year 1956, the highest flood leve] recorded at
Khowang was 336°50 in the month of July. Some 92¢ breaches
occurred in the flood season of that year, yi;, 1956. This
year, Sir, there is only one breach. Therefore, there hag been
a definite improvement in the situation.

In the year 1957, the highest flood level of Dihing river
at Khowang was recorded as 336'90 in the month of Ma
There had been 9 breaches in the embankments of the Dihing
e e Al 'year- This year, the hlghest flood level so far
recorded had reached 337°10 on the 18th of August 1958, thus
exceeding the previons highest known flood levels, As 3 resulg
of this abnormal bigh flood in Dihing river, there wasg ver
heavy pressure on the embankments all along and ag g resulsé
there had been some percolation and sliding down of th
embankments on the couniry side in some places. But witle
ceaseless efforts carried out by the Department day and nich}c
the whole length of 108 miles of embankmenis had withstood
the high flood and there is no report of any breach anywherg
up-to-date. I may inform the House that there was day a (i
night watch of the embankment by the staff and watchmen .

It is rather unfortunate that the embankmen :
at the Haldhibari retirement for the third co;s‘gsliti}?zleea(;hed
But the breach was caused in such a way that there Werg efrixr.
possible means of detecting the same or taking any precauci
tionary measures to stop the breach. Ag g Mmatter of fact, the
Department had all along maintained thejy strict watch, and
supervision over the whole length of the embankments to avoid
any possible breach, but in view of the suddenness of the
happening at Haldhibari, the breach could not be averted.
In this connection, it may be mentioned that human ingenuity
has not yet been able to make embankments absolutely safe
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frpm breaches. Even in advanced countries, where advanced
scientific means are available for tackling such problems, brea-
ches do occur now and then. But on the whole, from a perusal
of the figures of flood levels and breaches of three consecutive
years given above for the Dihing embankments, it will be seen
that the position of maintenance of the embankments has fairly
improved, although, I admit, there is more scope for further
improvement, As Dihing was in high flood in the third
week of the current month, and there was a gap of 500’ or so
in the embankment at Haldhibari, some water of Dihing
river was bound to rush in innundating the countryside in the
left bank of Dihing near Haldhibari. As soon as water-
level in the river falls sufficiently, water from the countryside
will begin to drain out. This breach had affected an area
of 16 square miles. Relief measures in the shape of distribution
of rice for people and fodder for cattle are being undertaken.
For Sibsagar, a cattle loan of Rs. 1,53,000 and gratuitous
relief of Rs. 5,000 had already been issued and I believe
distributed. In the meantime we have received two telegrams
from the Subdivisional Officer of Sibsagar in this connection
and I propose to convey the contents of these telegrams to the
House. The first telegram was sent on 26th August to Re-
venue Secretary. It states “Serious flood caused by breach of
Dihing Bund. "5394 human population and 6400 cattle badly
affected in 15 villages of Netaipukhuri Mouza. 100 maunds
rice 50 maunds bran distributed as gratuitous relief. Continu-
ance of relief measures essential as flood water not receding.”

The other one is also dated 26th August, It reads:
“There was temporary flood in Kaziranga-Bokakhat and Ran-
gamati Mauzas from overnight of sixteenth. No rel.lef m
Rangamati Mauza was necessary. In Bokakhat and Kaziranga
Mauzas Relief Committee formed and ten maunds rice and
éne maund gram were distributed.

Mr. SPEAKER : This is a separate matter.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Embankment and Drainage) : You are right. I ;let
sorry, Sir, I have already informed the House  tha
relief has already been given. The question o‘f glvmgf
further relief to the affected people is under cong1dexat1o§ o
the Revenue Department, This is all the information we B:Vi
got at our command at the moment. 1 am also awaiting 1:ece1}13
of the report from the Additional Chief Engimeer who is 1n the

site at present,
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Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) : Contractor
fEies Register Fai7 Fiad fF ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY _(Minister,
Embankment and Drainage) : Sir, at that particular place

and at that particular time who were the officers present
at the site, I do not know. But the watchmen were there.

Further discussion on the motions to take into con-
sideration of the food situation in the State and
to consider the various ways and means by
which food production can be
_increased in the State

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS [North Salmara (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)] Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to speak
on a few points in connection with the food situation
in. the State. On the food situation of the Stat

: € many
of the hon. Memers have put forward their suggestions, T
wantonly to stress the view point that more stress should he

given on the production of supplementary food,
supplementary food is also essential element for hum
the rice is not the whole-some diet. Therefore, for
and to propagate the utility of supplementary food,
da machinery is necessary and for that purpose, fr
rience I want to suggest that a non-official maching
set up for making propaganda in this respect., Sir, I
this suggestion for the consideration of the Govern

because the
an being and
that purpoge
a propagan-
om my expe-
ry should he

put forward
ment.

Secondly, I want to put forward another im
that more stress should be given for green manuring , becayuge
it has been heard from the experts that chemical manur
also a danger to the fishes and we have heard that mill;
fishes die, because of chemical manure. During rains
cal manures are generally wased away and taken to
or beels asa result of which fishes die even 1 per cent of chemj-
cal manuring can kill millions of fiishes, Therefore, stress
should be given on the utility of green manures by the Depart-
ment, ,

portant suggestion

ing is
ons of
the chemi-
the rivers

e —— ¢



1958] MOTIONS 189

Then, Sir, I have not much (o add exceptto say that
Government should give more importance to the produc-
tion of winter crops which requires less water and less irriga-
tion. By this I mean that more stress should be given for pro-
duction of pulses and other things which are in less pr.duction
0 our State. Winter crops, therefore, may be utilised with
advantage to meet the difficulties of food in our State.

With these few worﬁs, Sir, I conclude my speech.

Shri CHATRA SING TERON [Mikir Hills-West (Reser-
ved for Scheduled Tribes)]: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we had discus-
sed the food situation of the State in the last Budget Session of
the Assembly and also we have been discussing this matter in

_ the present session of the Assembly uptill to-day. I do not know,
how far it has been fruitful and how far constructive suggestions
we have been able to give for implementation by the
Government.

Sir, the food problem, asit appears to me is a problem of
corresponding relation between the mouths to be fed and the
things with which such mouths are to be fed. In this connection
again, there is another important point to consider thatis the
non elastic nature of land and the limited elasticity of produc-
tion from land and at the same time the unending elastic
nature of increase in the human population. In consideration of
these it is very difficult to say that the food problem can be
subjecied to a sealed off permanent solution once for all. The
problem will come from time to time and man will have to face
with vigour and new technique of intelligence. I believe Sir, the
arca that is being covered by our State can be made to increase like
a piece of rubber. I think it will remain static and it will never
inciease. Only what we can dois to increase more areas under
cultivation. Now, in this context it would be proper to examine
the relation between the increase in the number of mouths to
be fed, i.e., population and the corresponding rate of food pro-
duction in our State. Of course, by production, I mean the
production of principal food crops for consumption in this

State, 7.¢., rice, which is produced in three seasons throughout

the year, viz., autumn crop, winter crop and spring crop-: n

this context if we examine the increase in population, it is really
alarming. Let us now examine the population figures. Accor-
ding to the Census Report in 1901 our State had a populatlon
of 38,29,450 persons. But in 1951 the total populati_on of our

State is 90,43,707. That means we have got an increase of
opulation at the rate of 18.5 per cent during every ten years.

If we calculate on this basis, then it appears to me that this
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year (19538 in our State we have got a population of about
1,03,82,175 according to the rate of 18.5 per cent incrcage
during ten years. Now this is the aspect of the increase in the
population.

Let us now examine the other things, i.¢., the aspect of
food production in our State corresponding to this
increase in the population. I have already stated that the prin-
cipal food crop in our State is rice. So I shall mainly be dealing
with the production of rice in our State. From the statistical
figures supplied by the Agriculture Department of our State,
let us now cxamine the position. OF course, Sir, many hon.
Members of this House have doubts about the correctness or
accuracy of the figures supplied by the Agriculture Department.
Still let us examine the position taking the official figures given
by the Department. From the statistical figures of 1943 and later
on we find that during ten years from 1945, the
of producticn of paddy is as follows —

alarming

total figures

1945-46 16.50 lakh tons.
1946-47 1489 "
19047-48 le.88 | "
1948-49 17.21 -
1649.50 Liod . X
1950-51 12,06, ;. )
1951-52 15.08 = "
1952-53 e las3 . . -
1953-54 16.49 5
1954-55 16-82 5

During last vyear, i.e, 1957-58
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So it appears that the rate of production is ranging be-
tween 14 to 17 Jakh tons during these years. Therefore, it is
conclusively evident that the rate of production that ought
to have increased with the corresponding increase of popula-
tion does not at all stand any comparison. Far more increase
in population is going on whereas we have not been able to
increase the rate of food production along with the increased
population,

Again, if we examine the area under crop it appears
that in 1950-51 the total area under crop—I do not mean the
total area of land under cultivation, but the total arca under
different rice crop—is about 4345 lakh arces, in 1951-52 about
41'77 lakh acres, in 1952-53 about 42:38 lakh acres. in 1953-54
about 42:64 lakh acres and in 1954-55 about 4194 lakh acres.
Therefore, it is evident that we have also not been able to
extend the total area under the different crops or the total
area under paddy. As you know Sir, food production has
got a definite bearing on the extension of the area under difle-
rent crops. Now, in our State the largest area is covered by
winter crop ; the total autumn crop area covers about 25 per
cent whereas the total area under spring crops is only about
5 per cent. Therefore, the immensity of the problem is very
serious one and if we cannot keep pace in respect of our food
Droduction along with the corresponding increase of popula-
tion, probably in no time everyone of us and the greater part
of the population of this State will have to face not only
malnutrition but also will have to face starvation.

Now, let me come to the food problem as it stands today.
Probably everyone will agree with me that harvesting of win-
ter crop is coming shortly within the next few months only
and during these few months it is useless to speak about food
production for solving this problem of this specific period. So,
[ would concentrate on another aspect of this problem, that
is so far as the food problem of this period is concerned, 1t
is absolutely a problem of distribution of whatever food grain
that is available in our State. I learn that during the yeat
as also during last year our production of food i deficient .
by about one lakh tons in our State. I do not know how
far it has been possible for Government and particularly the
Minister in-charge to import fo:d from outside, but, as
have said the problem during this period is mainly qf d}l:tr‘l-
bution which is now being done through cheap graii shops.
In this context Sir, I would particularly like to draw the atten-
tion of Government to the question of distributioa  of food
grains in the different bill areas. Sir, it is probably known
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to all hon. Members of this House that in the hill areas
communication is extremely difficult. At the same time per-
sons with means and well-to-do persons are also very limited,
so that even if Government provide some quota for the hill
areas it is difficult to lift the same for distribution to various
hill areas. From my personal experience I can say that during
last year and also this year there are different areas in the hills
where in spite of the fact that Government provided rice to
the people, due to transport difficulties it was not possible to
reach those people. So, I would request that better facilities
for transport should be provided and at the same time Govern-
ment should look into these things to ensure efficient manage-
ment and sufficient supply of rice to the cheap grain shops
in the different hill areas. :

Now, I would like to speak something about long
term and short term measures for increased production.
Many short  term and long term measures have been
recommended in different reports by different committees and
also from all sides of this House different suggestions have
been offered. Now, as regards this production of food as it
relates to agriculture, I do not like today to deal with the
social organisational aspect of the agriculture, but I would
like to make a few observations regarding the technical aspect
of it. Now, one of the most important needs in our State
for increased production of food, I mean the first and foremost
need of our peasantry is regulated flow of water supply. Now,
as the matter stands our peasant walks behind his sick bullock
with his left hand on the plough, you will always find him
gazing at the sky on_thc accumulated clouc?s ovqrhead with
the expectation that it would pour down rain which only can
give life to the seed that he would sow. This is the state of
affairs in almost all parts of our State. In other words, we
are wholly dependent on nature for the success of our crops,
and at the same time for want of arrangement for reserving
water we are also dependent on natural rainfall to maintain
regular flow of water supply to our paddy fields.

The next important thing is the vigour in the soil angd
seed. During the last Session of the Assembly also speaking on
the hills agriculture, I have mentioned regarding the huﬂgc;r
of the soil in "he hills as well as the hunger of the people’in
the hills. From the rate of production that we have when it
is compared with other advanced countries, 1t 1s ev1dqnt that
our soil has become very poor. Of course our Agriculture
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Department has tried to introduce new chemical fertilisers,
etc., to increase fertility but it is a matter to be looked into
how far our people have become used to these things.
believe that extensive propaganda is essentially necessary in
this respect to educate our peasantry to the proper use of
these chemical fertilisers, etc.

Lastly Sir, another important factor in this connection is
the man-power factor ; the urge of the peasant to cultivate
the fields and increase production. These are the few things
that 1 would like to mention in this connection. Now, these
are to some extent long term measures which are to be taken
in course of time but the sooner they are taken the better.
I believe Sir, if proper measures can be taken there
s no reason why food production shall not increase.
On the other hand by adopting progressive and scientific
measures food production is bound to increase and inspite of
increase in the population we can solve our food problem with-
out least difficulty. Now, let me draw the attention of the
Government and particularly of the Minister-in-charge  of
Agriculture as regards the things that we are to take up
immediately during the coming season. The food problem
will not be waiting for us. As I have said that the area
covered by different crops is almost constant during last fe‘w
years. There is no tendency in increase of areas under difle-
rent crops. In our State unfortunately, areas coverc by
double or treble crop is very insignificant. But it is my firm
belief that even in the present context of things, if the areas
under cultivation are used for intensive cultivation—extensive
agricultural practices are introduced—it will solve our problem
in the State to a very great extent. I have shown that only
25 per cent of the total area under paddy crop is covered by
the autumn paddy and 5 per cent is covered by spring paddy.
Now, if the Agriculture Department work very seriously, I
believe, Sir, the area under different crops may be extended.
The people have been cultivating Aus Crop: Now, what 15
required is further extensive help from the Government 11 the
shape of facilities for carrying on such cultivation. In this
context, I would like to request the Government t0 consider
seriously in the matter of seed supply to the peasants. It 1
our hitter experience in the past that most of the seeds sup-
plied by the Government to the peasants id not germrinate.
I would request the Governmert to start collecting the seeds
from now on for spring paddy and autumn paddy, O that good
and healthy seeds can be distributed to the cultivators in time.
In this context, I believe, in every district there should Pt
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one particular Agricultural Officer entrusted with this task of
collecting good seeds. If it is done in right earnest things, so
far as supply of better seeds to the cultivators is _concerned,
will improve greatly and this in turn wilj go to increase our
food production. Now the practice is that Government
€hgage some Mahajans to supply sceds, the result is that
overnment does not know the quality of the seeds that they
are going to distribute to the cultivators. Instead of that,
if one particular officer, say one Agricultural Inspector is ap-
Pointed and he is made responsible to collect and distribute
€ seeds to the cultivators, then things are expected to improve.

O I believe that the Minister will be pleased to take effec-
tive action in this matter. Then at the same time | would
Suggest that the peasants should be persuaded also to take to
Cultivating multiple crops. Now winter is approaching, and I
would suggest that immediately Government should entrust
the different District Agricultural Officers to examine the pos-
sibility of Boro cultivation in every part of the State where
1t is possible to grow such paddy. Taking into confidence the
IOFal cultivators, by creating necessary enthusiasm  in  their
mind, if necessary, Ministers, local M. L As, local leaders
Should try to create the cnthusiasm in the minds of the people
S0 that they may take up such cultivation in their interest
and also in the interest of the country,  Similar action is also
Necessary in respect of cultivation of ‘Ahy crop, for which I
Would request the Government to think oyt means and mea-
Jures from now on. Sir, I do not like to very lengthy in my
SPecch ; in this context I would like to suggest one very con-
C€Iete thing, Probably in these days of democracy, we are
'Y much inclined to demonstration, and so one very emi-
olitician once remarked that the other name of demo-
Hacy i £p hotography’ (laughter). So both for serving this pur-
phose~~the purpose of demonstration——and also for increasing
;[: 3 ﬁ‘?Od production, I would Suggest that the area which ong
€S across from Khanapara to Gauhati, while coming up

and 9oing down from Shillong that vast paddy field may be
utilis several streamlets

cd for growing three crops. There are
water from these

i
Pe

at can be properly controlled and the
Streamets may be used for irrigating the land. If that is done,
ot only one crop but three crops can be grown there. T¢
Will 10t only add to the food production, but at the same
f‘{lrne the V.1, Ps, public while coming up and going down
éorn Shillong will be pleased to see thig endeavour of the
Crment. Therefore, I would request the Minister-in-
8¢ that he will kindly draw up ascheme in this respect
for this area. Fven if three crops are not grown, let thero
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be double cropping there. I believe in this context, if the
Minister-in-charge and the Department concerned come for-
ward with the help to the cultivator the leading people,
and here is my Friend Shri Bhattacharyya, whose consti-
tuency it is there, will not be lagging behind in extending
co-operation and also from the side of the local people.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member suggested some
photographs—I hope it will include Mr. Bhattacharyya also ?

(laughter).

Shri CHATRASING TERON |[Mikir Hills—West
(Reserved for Sheduled Tribes)]: So I put forward this
suggestion, Sir. 1 hope Government will see that this is be
done, Similarly it may be found out that an area can be
converted into double and triple cropping. I hope Govern-
ment will take sufficient steps for extending the area wunder
cultivation of different seasonal paddy crops on the same plot.
Vigorous attempt should be made in this respect. I believe
the Government will take into consideration the suggestions
that I have put forwarded. With these few words, Sir, I

conclude my speech.

*Shrimati PADMA KUMARI GOHAIN (Moran):
AT 90T waien, @ify @R ele 4 AW omm Bed czcg (12
T A @% Awae Gicasal gty ) (iE witEise  oiwe 999
AT fAUms (@oie AT Bedltm 3R wfweg, 7 fF oagA  EHM
ugEET ¥R oy Tonfwa (39T t99IIT es9w cdmiw] wifg afecm 10 7
frorz Trtget wifg a4f@ w2 AR w0tg BT SR ofs  Tar RIS
"R waiwge wfig ffgrm 1 9t SN cdlk @gEs g ARAE AT
Mz 3 +Aifafga wie g HAfFNE giq fafee  sfifeg | @2 IER
ULAT T (FhAS AT A2 I GIFIET W by i (A (1R
TS SleeT Gitd | 4F diFaler v-a B ciwie @ oifaniey giT eefl
2R wiw wiv gitwas (I TS TS ATels tafE wie pawid ATOFIT
TR 1 BeT aFheRT WET_ 9% O fens o ofg seadead |
RAT dAgew faqgy 91 OfC @DLF 4T Wiz T afpw o (17 FU
aif 1% FrEcr A whh aifEg : Z

AT ok wigems AfeT WA fow  gwE Afkfym—fized 1010

AfE o2 TwE ahy A wfe wfew | afem iy - foarg 9 85T

:%af Sif¥ (12 (ot Awcag a6l B figs Sifgm frdizr o/3 909
=y | - |

T8 9% s w7 it @ 299 o919 Reises slainf o 99l ﬂﬁf‘"‘”@ ;

39T ics 7 ¢ qtzey «feql AT T07 @ AUB[ T9, To.q i@ AT S

TS BIFIFT FADIRT AFAT WIS ©lFT Alshyel | e q12ee FACTAD

- ST

*Sp-cech not corrected.
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Ol CFICT AMS ¢l MT | AR O NTpaw pawi Bl Afoms) AG S
=i md fwd awd 3 wwig fhes ootz edTe frm wifiyg
AT T wEd aRle A oy @ PIFRI B B g
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=t AF =il frg o8 513

CRITN BIFITT FAGINNT Geoel (A4 staq |
4% GSARNT BTN 7T P17 Bl o3 dfay 7oy At <Rt it

s R ATy b AMis coteildtg | femes N6 @i E. and D. fetaiy
FAIN QT @2fiaT 9 A el IR ottt faftfeu? Z1R 3

ERACAINECE GRS I E ISR T N W awfaeT |
A ez O qwAtelT IR el g weRie 96T TR,
(363 FA 712 3BT

TS TFTAF 3N @l ? (1% Rsed e ez 27 |
SR R Alfbed orl-—atTi ot afom ot fed cefisal atfors
FieA, (TIeLT GIIE ©hew wRw i GO, I a7 FRTT iy
R | aw T PR oR AT @R gy o 8T8 <jyg
TG ABIT—743 w7 I e TYE 27 Greth |
TeT T

T AEAE Aexd, O T T FRRET e TR
ezt m%fl%:as mq%zmta IR, T AR A et TR fompston
A7 7%7 &N TeT MR A atfig) Ffen wial 79 9
a4s flbeta wifgrs | iy

WA At 5 Rawse i 'ﬂlﬁ:cm,
Qe B AR 4fifem AT 9= Tt 71T 47 Tz o wrm Tt Iy |
aTEES  fepstee s CSITHFTIRLT Wiy ot

DRSS TIE £ |
CRIT AezSh 512G Te4p TR difer aice ) m

R4S feeta @qft  «fRis—ein
AR N ROTAE a7 cpeq i o fowas

. A T cdfter I tary,

W¢W5quhwwﬁ|mﬁmcﬁﬁﬁﬁmaqﬁm

;F;Q%C?@gmxgwglmmam Tt T AR N Ao
Fle 5138 ;. a1 213w @B Toq ow £

;f;f;?t 2M6S T @4 fofSa ort sty g1 a2

B @R oriv wtex wtes 1o Rate
TS AT IATSTF (AT 7 Rarn
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Atea faca SiE %[ Feldm 96 gt 9,39 A 19 5RIRS
It ficsiat woa fiwft freg @ a1t froa < fim 8qfs 231 9 @2 IR IS
forg afrel Ton fomr =ricst @2 4 T49F Qi@ 9978 9iT zace facee FiEial
a7 SAAFITTel Gltg 9F FN A @M pA1ZT e wea ef amg |

Mr. SPEAKER : wiacm ' wi@ea 4t 2

Shrimati PADMAKUMARI GOHAIN (Moran): € Tta
AT AF 1 Farcwc e g aE 1 i | free efitm @ g9 fvm Ji7 7=
1 F33 wfds e sog 4ie I 3 @ 7 i gi7e fwee 4t afawz A |
AR (12 9T o) FATAG 95T AT ATAZLF THALG & A4A | MR ity
Afmiey AsTa Mo wecEiNa oftd a1 g AT pIFRE IR
g q597)1 foa atfdm atcd 79 31aia |

S Ao T A AR s At wiEa 4w A o1R A
At cAfal At

Mr. SPEAKER: Zati Aigs <f R =1 A3 A0S,
crEtterz A k) e =4

Shrimati PADMAKUMARI GOHAIN ofd
wrTeE, Wl f@Mag w8 | % frwas wia Afas @ aife CTfat e
T oA e Befe Wk wA Bt i fafgEis arm 3ificg 12
A AfT FAFT (I CFICN AT Mg FA AR 92 atF @fRF 3
Tfee 91 @A © 43 NFT THAFT Czrn wiwsicaw gl da 47 AT qAF1R
bois | curIeA 9 w0 catel e s o atn @R a4 SR E(l
Y509 AT Czrm | FwE  cerAwal AR AT e dfa®
aeaAl T 5T lawea Feasm FF big wwez T fia ated | A
a3 {3gcy 3% paFiaca =ats<” il aptcen | @3 FwT A4S AT A g 7349
A wfes witg | wifE AT Seddlgs AT SatEd BRed GAqT 2 12,
Afe, o g @S AT At A FE Aa gl R E Il
ol AN ZF A1 FA W 4AF AT 4 e Ff cslAl FHI %9
A9CH BAFIAT WAl Al |

Shri JOGA KANTA BARUA (Jai o 2, T8 RES
ri J (Jaipur) ;477 i >

oy a1 Ap wfafren afivs, cafista® cata giaw faadiza Tl |

AN CAfiaTeF 4, 8 I AR C2hriae vesics TrAS (PeE (1 (T (It
qivat cAfsas | =gt 72 wicn izt wigcea staraea g4a wT O 75 iicnd
BTt @ites | @il W w91 9@ et Ay «f 54 | A% (dfe T 3;,'
i FIFrS (uRiE cdf T3 001 713 399 (4its Fafg sige i ol ‘qfﬁ;b_r?
A’ I Tt el wleT GTeiE fewia caritartet ot ot fRorie AT 5l FoiT
4T =9l 24 | 12 cafH jrr? oifscan 12 c4fs safeeT Lﬂaf?%:@f@;m? RIgIE
sqtg a1 (4ifs qET TF 2 afem gim cdfe FAICA A

fFriy et B 1 cafem g owimo et 30\ BEIeCT ﬂ?‘%fﬂ
atfE 90 FEItATT BTy, AIS Flard® atgee At el 4T c4fs FII




498 MOTIONS * [28tm Avc.

fre iz cifeq 7S stqza 7 w12, @iz @fS7 aita @@ i =eet Fiacd T2
wtz (dfs FRT o 7% 1 @feitas atite e 8w =it gt af g4
UFT cofeatars iz (Afer @l 18 | @i 9=9 341 o =0 ==i2 cAfS
FECa W AFAME @@ FH IF @i uged om0 fw «gop e @
dmaim P miw |@fes Fdta wift Tz 3w aea aifi,
OERETF @iwe @b =Tl wd it @ 3G wintd 3z @iy,
9tie “Hagtn fom w32 I Tins Afagtt e Sw3p P dfs s=7m i,
TR I dfos @fF @tz | 7= qd7 T EFA At dwiaes & b
A0 945 (4SS Feafe W18 1 4T AT 5AFITE R0 A AT 5 @S =
At 28 | 1% Atfhs Tz (4fs Fiaata cicna <iad g oz e zifa
witg, 9% 3T wrwials 49wzl J@e ated | 9T9F 5aFteE waws 4 Co-
operative fz5itag 2eF M Ti7 Sty zeF O {209 9w F4aiq qraz FfF
G T A7) AFET i, T, clivalT 2otiva cife wiEaea Stz f wistapiE
fim =teet | iR e A@dt@EeT 39 Frawe FAd4e B fram dise @d@fs
FRatas aft @titm fivm za 72 Fedtwta a2 wras 9t e sier gt atfpa
Az 93 F 7 «@fs a3 atest ofF fFmg =1 @ardtcat | FRd FAfss aalz
cifss =ft oa = =R Fean ste =3 gz gy s 9w
NS saFtaw rtatcatet FEaca dea atna w17 1z 1 <aE AvEaal ceitzizg
(T A Top A4 paat fagm waaF  wifi dtas Awca s dfs-
Afer T FF mqeam wT wh w# A Rl @R SR
T2 T8 (FEm fetin Fasctla  edEs fEa wfem wlm wfiw w1y
AT Cras Ol Fadd 27 T AMT A AAR 21 wEE werEaa
fafom wean moan «17 *mtwE) reed Steala FEd A3 sieaca @ 4w ieh
Fqq4q FA | A2 bl A, GAFA AqlF AT AEcAla AsEiE, T At
Ffata gt @fza ) gals F @ aw= AEEE |

Shri LILA KANNTA BORA (Kaliabor): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
we had a food debate in the last Session of the House and we
are having another in this Session as well. The present food
situation in the State is very grave. It has been stated that
the districts of Nowgong and Goalpara and seme parts of
the districts of Kamrup and Darrang have been badly affec-
ted by drought, as a result of which great scarcity for food
in those areas is prevailing. T have of course no knowledge
regarding the situation prevailing in Kamrup and Darrang
districts.  Of course, I had cursory glances in some of the fields
of the Goalpara district in November last, from which I
could see that the situation there was grave. So far as the
district ol Nowgong is concerned, I can say authentically and
boldly that the situation in this district 1s rcally grave as well

a5 o "1 are 38 no doubt a difference of the situation

as disquieting. There 18 no dou ce o

Dicvailing | Bl to that of other districts because of
iling in Nowgong al St L

the fact that the food situation in the Nowgong district is not

bad for only onc year but for three to four years. For more



1958] \ MOTIONS 499

this occurrence of acute food situa-
district so to say of Assam
But these places have
nuously for over three

than three years there is
tion. The main granary of Nowgong
is the Hojai-Lanka-Dabaka atea. 1
been badly ~affected by drought conti :
years, besides other parts of Nowgong, cxcepting a few pockets
here and there, which have been aﬂcctcgl in 11;151.: year and
this year also. It has been very ably said by Shri Mohendra
Mohan Choudhury that the food situation prevailing in this
State in 1950-51 was somewhat diﬁ'creilt from that which
is prevailing now. He said thatin 1950-51 the people had
the buying capacity, although their crops failed, but there
was dearth of food but, on the contrary now there is food
‘but what is wanting is the buying capacity of the people. So
far as the Nowgong district is concerned it is mainly because
there has been failure of crops onc after another for the last
three years and due to these successive failures of crops in three
consecutive years people have lost the capacity of buying for
want of moncy, although there is no dearth of rice and paddy
in the markets. In the district of Nowgong more than 70 per
cent of the people are under starvation and about 20 per
cent of them can hardly get a square meal 1n two or thr_ee
days. Some are living on roots, pumpkins, immatured jack-fruits
and things like that. This is how they are passing thCIF da'y.s.
When we go to villages we feel very hurt to see their piti-
able conditions. Of course, Government have given t!’lcm some
reliefs in the shape of test relief works, paddy husking, etc.,
but compared to the situation prcvailing these are not enoug
to meet the situation even halfway. People there grew Ahu
in an extensive scale and from the growth of t:_[l? crop we
could expect that the situation which was prevailing for the
last two, three years would be over but there was sudden
appearance of insecticides which destructed the crops very ex-
tensively as a result of which only about 25 per cent of the crops
could besaved. The estimated figures furnished by the Govern-
ment that only 25 per cent of the crops were damaged by
insecticides is not correct but actually 60 to 75 per cent O
the crops have been damaged. Now, some of our people got
some Ahu paddy with which they could live on them for at
least one or two months but the real hardship of the people
will be seen in the months of Asvin and Kartic!s. !n usual
years also our people have to face grave hardships 1D e-'gﬁ
months and this time, it is apparent, that the situation w1
be more acute and grave. e the
Sir, in the Nowgong district already some starvatloclll 'eath &
have occurred, the news about which were flashe lil'l o
newspapers. About this there has been different views ©
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officials and non-officials. From the non-official view I can
say that there was at least 5 cases of starvation deaths.
From my personal enquiries I have assessed that this figure
is true. But, whatis apprehended most is that if the people
do not get sufficient quantities of food during the months
of Ashin and Kartick hundreds of deaths may take place.
In order to allay this apprehension the Government should
be alert to the situation and take strong measures to provide
the people with sufficient test relief works, paddy husking
schemes and other works, otherwise, the future is dark for
Nowgong people. ‘

Sir, my other Friends have  made many sug:estions for
production of better crops in this House so that these scarcity
conditions prevailing in the State can be removed. It was
also the suggestion from some other hon. Members that sceds
that is supplied to the cultivators by the Government is at
present not upto the standard, therefore, Government should
take steps to supply in future with improved varieties of
seeds. They also suggested that there should be more
irrigation schemes, especially small irrigation schemes and
there should be projects for multiplicity of crops. While T
am of the same view, I do not like to repeat them but
there 1s mnot that Incentive which ig necessary for
production. We have up till now failed lo give that incentive
to the people. We should, therefore, strive seriously
to bring that incentive among the people. Whatever
attempts have so far been made by Government to grow
more food have mnot, I feel, been successful to meet the
objective. I think, Sir, a band of army, in whatever name
it is called, in the pattern of the Home Guards should be
raised. We know how useful the Home Guards had been
in making our prohibition scheme a success.
that line is necessary. A production army or
whatever name you may call it,
two or three days or week by e

inspectors and demonstrators will not help much. The ins-
pectors and demonstrators are not in a position to rouse the
enthusiasm of the people. Men of importance in public
life must be taken into confidence and any army on the
pattern of Home Guards should be raised and the drive should
not be confined to a month or a two only ; at least, for one
year the drive should be continued. If Government are not
In a position to give State-wise drive at the moment let
them ‘first take one district. Let them take up the Nowgon§g
district first and we are prepared to give them all support.

¢ shall do our best to make such a drive successful. So

An attempt in
. land army, by
Is necessary. A drive for
mploying some officers like
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I would request the Minister to take such a measure imme-
diately, because unless we take measures of this sort, mere
propaganda and speeches in the Assembly and the public
platform will not take us anywhere. I hope Government will
give serious consideration to this suggestion.

Then, Sir, another suggestion was given by Shri Jogakanta
Barua, which I really welcome. So far all our attempt
has been for the production of paddy. We cannot solve our
food problem by production of one type of food only. And
if we want to improve the economic condition of our people.
we should think in terms of producing other foodstufls also.
We should encourage whatever crop may be produced which
would improve the economic condition of the people. Now,
Sir, I think high-land crops are more helpful and more econo-
mic than low-land crops. I think we can grow coconuts, betel-
nuts, cashew nuts and things of this short. Their cost of
maintenance is also less, for paddy every year we arc to spend
a great deal, but for these high land crops we have to spend
little. We should, therefore, encourage production-of these crops
like coconuts, betel-nuts and cashew nuts along with cultivation
of paddy, in order to ameliorate the cconomic condition of our
people. So, I whole-heartedly support the suggestion made by
Shri Jogakanta Barua.,

Now, Sir, it has been suggested by Shri Ramnath Sarma
that the N. E. S. blocks and C. D. blocks should be engaged
mainly for the production of food. We have always engasee
these blocks for all round development, we have engaged them
for various purpose, #iz., education, communications, water supply;
and so on and so forth. I would request Government to engage
the N. E. S. blocks only for the production of food. There are
other agencies to look after other things. The Rural Panchayats,
which will replace Local Boards, may look after commumcanoil,
water supply, etc. So, why should we engage the N.E. S. blocks
an.d C. D. blocks for these purposes ? Why should we not engag‘_’
this one agency for the purpose of production $0 that the econot
mic condition of our people improves ? I request GovcrnmC;n
to consider this matter very seriously becausc unless we€ : c::us
ameliorate the economic condition of our people, [ cedomh it is
and freedom to them is absolutely meaningless. Tpougw we
more than 11 years since we attained independenc_e,‘tlll 111(1) itd-
have not be enable to solve this food problem- This 1s rteg )(f: (fnsi-
able and deplorable. I would request the Governrnelgf1 T of i
der the matter scriously and to make an all-out attcmib ested
production of food in the country in the way I have SUgg ’
‘Thank you, Sir.
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Food
and Agriculture): Mr. Speaker Sir, I have heard with
attention the speeches delivered by the hon. Members, in the
course of the food debate, covering these three days, in which

no less than 23 hon. Members of this House have had
taken part,

I am extremely grateful to my Friend Shri Hazarika for
the very constructive motion he = has brought before the
House. He has focussed the attention of the House to one
fact ; viz., we must consider how we can lmprove our produc-
tion. Then, Sir, T am very grateful to the two hon. Members,
the two ex-Ministers of Agriculture in  Assam, viz., Shri
Mahendra Mohan Choudhury and Jonab Abdul Matlib
Mazumdar, for the very constructive suggestions they offered
in course of their speeches, which bore ample evidence of
the experience they had gathered in course of their handlin
of the portfolio of Agriculture. 1 am also very grateful to
my Friend, Shri Nilmoney Borthakur for the able speech he
delivered in this House analysing the situation. I am also

grateful to other Members for the very keen interest they
have had shown in this matter.

Sir, there are two sides of this problem ; one is the problem
of production, which I propose to deal

f pre : : later. The other
side is the more important question of distribution, which I
shall be dealing right now.

comn of the pe :
production In Assam is less than what we requi};e.oplft iSOnL(l):
the case with Assam alone, itis the case with the whole of
India, as would he cevident from the Food Debate that took
place the other day in the Parliament in which the Prime
Minister of India had to intervene and say that till before a
year even he could not realise the gravity of the situation.
Therefore, Sir, when we discuss

; the question of agriculture
the question of production or of S .

| distribution, we must not be
taken away by passion. There is no question of throwing

any fling on one another or accusing one gection of the
people, u1z., the officers of the Government who also come
from the same society to which we belong. I would rather
reéquest the hon. Members to consider this question very
dispassionately, 1t is not a question of the people of Assam

¥



-

1958] MOTIONS 503

alone failing ; it is not a question of our Agriculture Depart-
ment alone failing to rise to the occasion. If we have failed,
we have failed as a nation. In fact, we have not been
able to solve the problem for India asa whole. You know,
Sir, a huge amount of our moneyis going out every year to
bring food to feed the people of India. Therefore, Sir, when
we go by passion or when we want to lay the blame entirely
on one quarter or the other, I must myself unable to agree
with the hon. Members. I would, therefore, request the
hon. Members to consider this question {rom a much greater
and wider aspect of things. Sir, I will deal with the question
of production of food grains later on as I have stated. First
of all, let me deal with the question of distribution of food
grains. 1 have said our production is not equal to our need,
It is very unfortunate, Sir, this ycar we had a very big
deficit in the matter of food grains because of decrease in the
production due to drought in several places in the State.
Because of the drought, I can tell the hon.Members, that
our production in the matter of food grains, went down by
about one lakh of ton. Therefore, the Food Department of
the State Government had to face a very difficult situation.
Perhaps it may be known to the hon. Members of this House
that last yecar the Government of India allotted 38,000 tons
of rice to tide-over our difliculties. Apart from this, thpre
was an open market. There was no restriction in importing
food grains from outside the State. The Tood Department
of the Government of Assam had found out that nearly 85,000
tons of food grains came to Assam through official and non-
official sources last year which helped us to tide over our
difficulties in the matter of food in a rather normal time.
What is the position this yecr ?  There is no open market;
because the Government of India have cordoned ofl all the
_States in India. The result has been that one State, €ven
if they like, cannot send food grains to another State. So we
have not got anything from outside the State.

As T have stated Sir, while last year the Government
of India allotted 38,000 tons of rice, the allotment for t}lllls
year is only 20,000 tons of rice till now. Sir, n'aturaHY o
position on this account is rather difficult. While we IWS{T’?
getting 38,000 tons of rice from the Government O-f‘ fI'II‘OIII?
last year, in addition to a huge quantity qf food gramsr s
outside the State through open market. This:yedl P ‘i ‘0
carry on with only about 20,000 tons of rice, We S¥DEC
get from the Government of India and nothing more hrcum
outside the State through open market. Therefore we have
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got to resort to other subsidiary food including substitutes for
rice. Therefore, we had to enter into an arrangement with
the Government of India for allotment of Atta and we were
able to geta monthly allotment of 3,000 tons of Atta. Later
on due to increased demand for Atta from the people, this
Government took up the matter with the Government of India
to allot greater quantity of Atta for the State. The Govern-
ment of India had agreed to allot this State Gevernment
5,000 tons of Atta monthly. Now if we multiply 5,000 x 12 we
would find, we are likely to get about 60,000 tons of Atta, to
which if we add 20,000 tons of rice the total quantity is likely to
come 80,000 tons only. Therefore, if we agree to take Atta,
consi-dering that when, we as a people had failed to produce
sufficient food, we should take to the consumption of Atta, then I
think there should not be any scarcity of food in our State.
There is shortage of food, but, Sir, in the meantime another
factor had intervened. It is the question of a high price of rice
which obtains now in the State. But it is not a question
for Assam alone where high prices of food grains are prevail-
Ing but it is the situation in India as a whole.

~ In the last session of the Assembly also this question was
discussed on the floor of the House. When my hon. Friend,
Shri  Nilmoney Borthakur put forward a resolution to
consider the high prices of essential commodities prevailing in the
tate. Sir, high prices are prevailing not only for foog
grains alone but also for other articles, it is not only in
Assan} but. also in other parts of India. So we have got to
bear in mind t(hatit is a problem for the country asa whole,
Sir, to recapitulate what I had stated in the last session of
the Assembly 1 would again try to illustrate that this js a
problem for India as a whole, Sir, as we have seen since
the First Five Year Plan period particularly during the Sec-
ond Five year Plan period there is increased tempo of in-
vestments. While there was the tota] investment of Rs.343
crores in 1953-54, our investment in 1954-55 was 476 crores
in the year 1955-56 the investment rose up to Rs.667 crore;;
and in 1956-57 to Rs.761 ciores. Sir, when there is more cjp.
culation of money in the country, the prices of commodities and
essential articles are bound to go high almest to the exten
of increased circulation. Along with it we should considey
another important thing, iz, deficit financing in order to meet
the increased demand for work by the pcople in the country,
our need cannot be met by taxation or if we cannot cut
down our national needs, then, thereis noway but to meet
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it by deficit finance. With regard to deficit financing, Sir, I
would like to inform the hon. Members of this House that
while there was a deficit finance to the tune of 78 crores of
rupees in 1953-54, it -increased to Rs.93 crores in 1954-55.
It went onincreasing. In 1955-56 it was Rs.180 crores which
rose to an amount of Rs.253 crores in the year 1956-57.
This deficit financing also added to our difficulties for the
country as a whole, by adding to the inflationary tendencies.
On . the top of . this, due to increate demand and the rise
on the standard - of the  people of the country as a whole,
the Banks started playing their part vigorously. Sir, the cre-
dit expansion through Banks from the initial level of Rs.4932
crores in the year 1953-54 was of the order of Rs. 589 cro-
res in 1954-55 and in 1936-57 it had exceeded by Rs.149°2
crores. Then there has been adverse balance of trade to.
From the deficit side, i.c., the amount involved in unfavour-
able balance of trade was to the tune of Rs.293 crores in the
year 1956-57 and in 1957-38 itmay be much more.

Then there has been an increase in money supply in the
country. That is to say that the money supply has gone up
from Rs.1994°0 crores on 31st March, 1954 to Rs.2,240.2 crores
on 31st August, 1957. I think, it is also in the increase.

Then, Sir, on the demand side the purchasing power of the
people have gone up. It would be evident from the fact that in
1957-58 the money supply with the public was Rs.2,313 crores;
whereas in the year 1950-51 it was about 1980 crores. If we

consider all ‘these factors along with the question of
high income elasticity of demand for food grains of the bulk
of Indians who used to live on marginal land we will find the
answer to the question. Increased nation building activities,
issue of loans, grants, extreme shoriness of the marketable
surplus of food grains, change in volume and pattern of food
consumption as a result of the increase in the standard of living
and the increase in the capacity of the agriculturist to hold
their goods have added to the problems of high price and the
shortage of supply of food grains. Sir, it is not a phenomenon
alonc for the people of Agsam, but it is a phenomenon for the
people of India as « whole. QOur people in Assam no doubt,
arqsaiﬁring more because of the gcoe‘rap'hical disadvantages to
whl_Ch we have been put to in relation. to. other ApaFtsHol ot A
Indian  Union. The capacity of the railway line which
connects our State with other parts of India is rather Sl_elﬂd.cr-‘
occasional breaches with the result that the communication
goes out of commission adds to our difficulties. Sir, this
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problem is not unknown to the hon. Members .of this House
Even to-day there is a breach. T apprehend that there may be
further increase of prices of food grains and other articles as
a result of this. Prices also depend on good internal communi-
cation, which we are lacking, particularly in our Hill districts
and outlying areas. So, Sir, I would like to say that to put
the blame only on the Food Department of the Government
of Assam, saying that this Department had failed to keep down
the prices of things, is not a correct approach. Therefore, I
would request the hon. Members of the House to go deep into
the whole question. It is not only_f the drought but there are
other factors, which have contributed to bring about the
present situation.

: Other factors bave also played their part in the food
deficiency of the State. I am now referring to my hon. Friend
Shri Chatra Singh Teron who has brought before us the
question of increase in the population in the State. To-day
there has been an increase of population by 50 per cent in the
course of last 50 years resulting in that there are many more
mouths to fed. It is said if there are many mouths to be fed
then there are also many hands to work. It is not true in thi;

State. The people of Assam to-day are suffering from
inflation.

Shri CHATRA SINGH TERON [Mikir Hills-West
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: The population has
increased three times compared to what it was in 1901.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Food
and Agriculture): Yes, I agree with my Friend. It wag
38:14 lakhs in 1901 and in 1951 it was 9042 lakhs—] agree
that the population has increased three times. I am sorry I
said it has increased by double, I think it is more than
100 lakhs to-day. Now Sir, as I was telling the House about
a very serious problem. That serious problem js this : that
there are more mouths to be fed but lesser hands to work. As
I have said, the people of Assam to-day are suffering from
inflation because this Government as well as the Government
of India both in the private sector and in the public sector have
put more money in the market for increased work of develop-
ment and industrialisation of the State. When al] thege mone
are put in the market, prices of things go up ; consequently the
people must suffer because when the price of things go up they
have got to pay high prices. But Sir, along with it if we have
been able to get a part of that money that is being circulated

I the market hoth in the private as well as public sector,
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possibly we would have been able to fight the distress of high
price. To illustrate, Sir, if my Government spent say, 100 crores,
and if I could get 80 crores out of that money through work
I could have been able to fight against inflation to that extent.
But Sir, hon. Members of this House are more aware than the
Minister of Agriculture or any member of the Cabinet that is
not so. To-day who are the people engaged in construction of
our embankments, who are the people engaged in making our
buildings. who are the people engaged in other works ? I have
seen with my own eyes that even harvesting of crop is not done
by some people in some areas of this State. The result is this:
we have to bear the burden of high prices. Moreover, most of
the money, I have mentioned is horrowed money and we have
to pay it back. Thuswe are suffering doubly and making ourselves
poorer day by day. Firstly, money is spent for which there is
inflation. And for this we are bearing the brunt. Secondly,
that money being a loan money, we are (o pay back. But we
are not keeping any part of it, by working in these projects,
either to pay back the loan or to fight the inflation and high
price. With every new project in Qur State which is being
done by loan money, newer mouths come and work who have
to be fed. For example, at Pandu the Railway authorities
opened a new zone. Along with it thousands of people came
which means newer mouths to be fed by this State. The other
day one hon. Member was telling me that as soon as the
Bongaigaon Railway workshop would be opened there would
come about 15 thousand new families from outside the State.
Now. if each of those 15 thousand families consists of say 10
members, the population will be increased by 1% lakhs, whom
Assam wili have to feed cither by increasing her production
or by procurement, Therefore, this question of food supply
will have to be considered from other aspects as well. It will
not do well to lay all the blame at the door of the Food Depart-
ment of this State. If we cannot rise up to fhe occasion when
our State is being industrialised, when our Government has put
so much money in order to make us developed, if we do not
work simultaneously in order that at least a part of the money
come to our local people, I am afraid we are doomed. This
is a world of competition. In this competitive world people are
sending up sputniks—they are trying to conquer time and space-
In this world no people can live properly if they are not
competitive and dynamic enough. Therefore, I most earnestly
request all hon, Members of this House not to consider  this
question very lightly. This question of food a.rld population
is not a light one particularly for Assam. It is mot only a
question of planning in the matter of distribution of food but
also it is the question of keeping the social structure intact.
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So Sir, I would earnestly request the hon. Members of this
House and through them, the whole country, that they will
have to reconsider our position. How can we save our selves?
We must work and work hard. If we do not work hard we
will not only bc unable to stand competition butwe will be
getting pcorer day by day ; the day will come when our
very existence will be in danger. Therefore, I am trying to
impress upon the House about the seriousness of our position.

we cannot get money or portion of the money that our
Government has put in the market, I am afraid we are heading
towards destruction. As you know Sir, most of the money
we are spending are by horrowing from outside. So unless
we can make our people work and work hard, how can
wc repay that money ? Very unfortunate indeed ; Sir, some
of my F¥riends referred to breaches in some bunds. Sir, T
myself had seen some of these bunds earlier. In some places
the bunds actually breached in the previous year but they
could not be repaired because no outside labours were
available and the local people were not - agreeable to work.
In one particulur place mry Friend Shri Doley, the Parliamen-
tary Secretary was piesent with me when the people were
tellirg us that the bund would be breached this vear. My
officers in reply told me that they were helpless for want
of labourers. ~ The position was either the officers themselves or
the Minister and the Parliamentary Secretary would have to take
the spade and do- the work. I talked to the villagers present
on the spot to work on payment but they said “It is not
our work™. = Sir, such is the state of affairs.

Sir, I db not want to say that the Food Department or
the Ag[‘iculture cpa_r.tment of the State has _been able to
rise fully to the occasion, nor that I want to shirk my respon-
sibilitics, but T do want to say that every one of us must rise
to the occasion if we want to save ourselves from the catast-

rophy that is facing us. I want tolay all the emphasis at my
command to this aspect of the question, Sir.

. Now Sir, from the figures of prices in different places, which
15 before me, I find that the prices are not very much higher
tha‘n what it had been last year. The difference is of the
oraer of eight to fourteen annas in the whole State and yvet there
15 50 much distress. Rightly Sir, the Congress President and
x-Minister of Agriculture, Shri Mohendra Mohan Choudhury,
ad said that the purchasing power of the people had gone
own. In Nowgong the price of rice is not higher than in
other places ip the State, in spite of the fact that there was
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droughi for 'three consecutive years, but lots of people in
Nowgong are unable to purchase foodgrains because they have
not the purchasing power. How can you increase the pur-
chasing power of the pecople, if they do not like to appropriate
a portion of the money Government js spending for the
development of the State 7 If you do not appropriate that.
money, if you sitidle, if you allow all the embankments or
the buildings in the State to be constructed by people from
outside the State who come with more mouths to be fed, well,
I must say we have no future. Therefore,”T appeal to all
hon. Members of the House, leaders of the communities,
leaders of Assam and representatives of the people to very
seriously consider this aspect of the matter. If mnot, we are
heading to a danger. Sir,in this background let us consider
as to what arc the steps this Government has taken in
order to give the purchasing power to the people. The first
thing is to make avajlable more money to the people in the
shape of gratuitous relief, in the shape ol test relief work,
in thé shape of rehabilitation loan, seed loan, distress loan,
cattle loan agricultural lean, etc. This House willbe surprised to
learn that in the last three months, a sum of Rs.23,24,881
has been issued by the Government on these heads. Apart
from this, the Co-operative Department, which is attached to
the Agriculturc Ministry, and which gives money for the
purpose of helping agricultural production, issued a sum of
Rs.71,24 065 to the pcople. This can be propcrly understood,
it we consider thatin the whole year 1956-57, the Co-opera-
tive Department issued Rs.50 lakhs only as loan. The result
is that to-day the Government in the shape of this ioan or that
loan, Co-operative and odierwise, have given added pur-
chasing power of Rs.l crore, 33 lakhs of rupecs to the people
of Assam, Still it is said to be a drop in the ocean, Sir.
The - people have not got back the purchasing power and
as a matter of fact, Siv, no Government can create that power
by issuing a loan of Rupees one crore thirty-three lakhs or so,
unless and until the people themselves can create that resisting
power. That power will have to be brought back by work. Every
Member of this House knows intimately the budget gfiitins
State, They know how much money is available in the
budget for ~giving gratuitous relief, The Finance Minister
will bear me out that whatever money was provided for n
the budget, we have had exceeded that already and yet we
have not been able to cover, according to SOm<C Members,
one per cert of the distress of the people No -iGovernment
can cover the distress of the people in this way. g Shri
Krishnananda Brahmachari in course of his speech said—"“Why
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do the Government give a loan of Rs.50 to a person ; why
can they not give more?”” Sir, even by giving at this rate,
Government had to spend rupees one crore and thirty-three Jakhs
in course of three months. Ido not know what would happen
in course of the next nine months. I do not know whether
the whole income of the Government will be sufficient to
meet this distress, if we agreed to the proposal of Sri
Brahmachari. Therefore, Sir, alone Government cannot solve
this problem ; the Revenue Department, the Agriculture
Depariment and the Finance Department of the State alone
cannot solve this problem. This problem can be solved by
the people of Assam, in which the Ministers, Government,
the Members of Legislative Assembly of Congress party anc'i -the
Opposition, everybody s included. r'herefore, SII‘,. I
appeal to the hon. Members for an active co-operation.
Now, Sir, apart from issuing of loansin the State, we have
taken certain other steps. To-day Sir, as against 1,247 fair
price shops operating in July 1957, we have got 1,256 such shops.
The quantity of food grains issued from these shops is higher
than the previous year. How is it possible ? It is possible
only because the Government took up a procurement policy.
Government procured more than 8 lakihs maunds of paddy and
that has given us added strength. We are issuing rice much
more than what we issued in the corresponding period in the last
year. For example i we take the case of Dibrugarh, last
year in July, there were 160 fair price shops ; this year
during this period the number of such shop is 180.

Shri CHATRASING TERON [Mikir Hills-West
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: Were that 8 lakhs maund
of paddy procured within this State, Sir ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Food and Agriculture): Yes, Sir. Then in Nowgong, it
was 45 in July, 1957, to-day it is 229. Another district,
which has been referred to is Goalpara. At this period
of July, 1957 Goalpara district had no fair price shops, in {he
month of July, 1958 there are 45 such shops and Kokrajhar hag
56 fair price shops. From these figures it would be seen that thig
Government is doing its utmost and it is taking all possible
steps within its power to give more food to the people through the
cheap grain shops. In the cheap grain Shop.s we are issuing rice
at the price of Rs. 18 only per md. My Friend Shri Goswami
in course of his speech said that I shou!d be prepared to
reduce the price, I would have been happy if I could have done
that. I will show the position. Sir, it may not be known to the
hon. Members of this House that the landed cost of rice in
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Calcutta, I mean the foreign rice which we are issuing, is Rs.
23/15/ per maund., To this we must add the transport costs
from Calcutta to Assam and also from the Government depots
in Assam to the cheap grain shops. Similarly the cost of pro-

cured paddy, excluding the pay we are giving to our officers
and excluding the other incidental expenditures like godown

expenses,wastage, etc. is near about Rs. 20 per maund. Now what-

ever quantity of rice we get from the Government of India at
the rate of Rs. 23-15 per maund and also whatever quantity
we procure which cost us Rs.20 per maund, we pool them
together and then issue at Rs.18 per maund. Along with
this Government of India and the Government of Assam
contribute nearly Rs.79 lakhs as subsidy. Now, it is for
the hon. Members to consider how far can the Government go
in this respect. Similarly, for giving purchasing power to the
people of the border areas the Government have to spend a
large amount of money in the shape of subsidy. I have really
great sympathy for the people living in the border areas. I sym-
pathise with what has been said by Rev. Nichols Roy about them
but, Sir, again I remind the hon. Members of this House that
every such proposal put forward before this House will have to
be considered from the side of the availability of funds also.
Apart from what I had said, Sir viz, we had already given loan,
and gratuitous relief to the tune of rupees one crore thirty-three
lakhs, that the subsidy on food has cost us near about Rs. 77 laklis,
and to it another large sum will be added for the subsidies we are
giving in the border areas. It is much beyond our capacity to-
day to go further. The budget of the State would not enable us
to do so. Therefore, I would request tbe hon. Members to
consider this aspect of the matter.

my Friend
been

asing

Now, coming to Nowgong, I entirely agree with
Shri Lila Bora that the people of Nowgong have
suffering from acute distress. There is really lack of purch
power in Nowgong. As soon as we heard of the news that
there were some starvations among some people I went te
Nowgong aud contacted every such area. 1 went to those
villages and enquired about each of the reported cascs. Simi-
larly the Revenue Minister also went to Goalpara and toured
in that district. That district is also drought affected. Althoggh
I cannot agree wtth Shri Bora that there were cases of starvation
deaths, I entirely agree with him that there 1s distress 1n
Nowgong. So also in the district of Goalpara. Bur fucre 1s
no starvation death in any of these two places. ow, Sir let me
inform the House about what has been done in the district
of Nowgong this year. Sir, 229 fair price shops have been
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opened up which have been distributing food to 74,929 families.
If we calculate thesc families each having say 5 membes, then
3,74,645 people, which will be virtually 2/5 th of the population
of Nowgong district are being benefited by the sssue of rice
and atta which are being given at subsidised rates. 1 agree that
this is not sufficient as I have already stated. No Government
can possibly meet the total or entire re uirements of the people
of the whole State. Byt Sir, whatever is possible, that -1
being done.

Similarly, Sir, I can assure my Friend Shri Lila Kant.
Bora that Government will certainly do its very Dest in order
w0 1’-\‘3113 the pcople of Nowgong. I was palni?‘d to learn that
some money given by the department for test relief work has not
yet been utilised in Nowgong. I had requested my friends to
Co-operate with the Government so thit tlis money could also
be spent for the purpose of test relief. .

. Shri RAM NATH SARVIA (Lusnding): May I know,
Sir, why the money was not utilised ? ' -

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY : (Agriculture aad
Flood Minister): I am told that th’s money was given to the
Local Board and the Local Board could not spend it because of
rains—that is said to be the reason. 1 had suggested that
when the rains had already set'in, this money might be uti-
lised in the paddy hasking scheme. I hope my Iriends, M.L.As
from Nowgong will please consider this aspect of the matter.

. Shri RAM NATH SARMA: Sir, I can explain the whole
Sltuation why the money was not spent there.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY : I am not casting
aspersion to anybody. 1 am only giving out the information
to the House. T assure the hon. Members ~that whatever 18
possible  within the  means of Government; will ' e
certainly done. '

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Pencry): YaIT TfF wae
ferata figure fracs ? i fair price shop cten eafed ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOYUDHURY: Sir, last year
in Tezpur Subdivision in the month of juh: 1907 th-cf‘e was
no fair-price shop; in the month of July 1958, five f‘?f-‘}_‘PﬂCC
shops were established ihere.  Then in Mangaldal, ]“"_’t] pear
il in July 1957 it had 21 fair-price shops. As regards the
figure for July 1958 I do not have the figare here.
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Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panmery): I think only
three. (Voice-sil#ifi @Itz reaia) |

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Agriculture
and Flood Minister): May be so, I accept the figure given
by the hon. Member. The number might not be high as we
have to go by priorities. I am referring particularly to the
districts where the food position is acute.

Sir, cheap grain shops are set up_from time to time accord
ing to the need and eircumstances. I assure the hon. Members
that we have got the mnecessary amount of food. The main

uestion is of giving added purchasing power to the people.
We have paddy husking sehemes under operation in Nowgong,
and Goalparz. These are also helping the people. There is
no cause for fear that we will not have sufficient food. In
spite of the gloomy picture given by the hon, Members of
the House, I feel that the food position will be much more
improved than the last year. I have seen in many places,
where people were suffering from drought for the last three
years, we are having good and beautiful paddy. If we get
this paddy, I am sure, food situation will improve. Of course
we will have to experience difficulties for two months more.
This is all what I want to say with regard to distribution. I
can assure the hon. members of the House once again that
the Government will consider every one of the suggestions
given by them in connection with distribution of food.

~ Now, I propose to go to the long term aspect of the matter,
i.e., the permanent aspect of the matter. We will have to
solve this question of food if we want to retain our hard-earn-
ed independence. Ifwe cannot solve this problem of mal.i-
ing available food to the people, well, independence will
only bea mockery. In this conmection. certain speeches of my
hon. Friends about the Agriculture Department will have to
be considered. Sir, I find that the criticisms are such as if
the Agriculture Department has not been able to rise to the
occasion only to-day. I want to tell the hon. Members
of the House that the Agriculture Department, not only O
this State but many of the States were not organize %
such a manner so asto be able to tackle such a gigantc pro-
blem in future. In fact, Sir, in the month of November, 1957
I myself told in course of my speech in the Seminar orga-
nised by the Community Project Department which was
flashed in many newspapers that if this department was abolish-
ed I believed there would be no protest from any quarter.
Therefore I know very well about the weakness of this de-
partment and that is the reason why as sooh as you pro-
posed to ask the Estimate Committee to go into the question



514 MOTIONS [28TH Auc

of reorganization of the Agriculture Department, it was who
welcomed it most because I was most conscious of the
limitations and weakness of shis Department of Agriculture
in Assam. Now that the Estimate Committee has submit-
ted its report, I am going to implement all but some of
its recommendations. 1 am sorry, because of certain diffi-
culties it may not be possible to implement all the recom-
mendations. Thus it is evident in the matter of reorga-
nisation of the Agriculture Department. Sir, I am goingto
take the whole House into confidence. I told repeatedly
that I was ready to rely on the recommendations of the
Estimate Committee, and  therefore, when this House
set up the Estimate Committee, I myself welcomed it. Even
now I welcome its report although certain clements are dis-
tributing printed papers and leaflets, in order to get sup-
port from a section of the people by trying to give a
communal colour to the activities of the department and in
doing so they are wrongly quoting some portions of the
report without reference to the context. I am not going to
be influenced at all by these publications. I am not viewing the
problem in that perverse communal mentality  of
these people. I am going to implement the recommen-
dations of the Estimate Committee in the hope and belief
that their proper implementation will go a long way in reor-
ganising the department to solve the food problem in the
country. Even after that re-organization if we fall to have
the required quantity of food, well, then I think we will
have to reconsider our position. ButlI would say, this much
for the present that the rcsponsibihly of supplying fOOd_ dO_eS
not lay wholly with the Agriculture Depart.m_enta or with its
officers. Rightly did the. Ex-Agriculture Minister Shri Mo-
hendra Mohon Chaudhury had said that we had not been
able to inspire the people. Sir, while the Agrlculllture De-
partment is only an indirect agent of the people; SHe pegple
themselves are the main factor in bringing about an Increased
production. It is the man behind the plough who priodyiaes
the food; itis the man who goes to the field every day
to plough the land. It is therefore, he who 18 Tr€s-
pensible for the increased food production and not the
A_gnculture Department. Agriculture Department is an 1D~
direct agent to help him by technical know-how, to help
him by supplying improved seeds and modern implements
etc. If the man behind the plough fails to accept th e ad-
vice given to him, well, the department itself cannot pro-
duce food. Now we have *o consider seriously how best
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we can enthuse the man behind the plough. The Agricul-
ture Department is now going to be organized mostly in
“the line of the recommendation of the Estimate Committee
or shall I say, in accordance with the wishes of the hon.
Members of the House; but the most important task of
inspiring the people to come forward and act up to the ins-
tructions given by this department is not a very easy task.
The work of an indirect agent dealing with inumerable num-
ber of people is a difficult one. It may be possible for instance
in the Medical Department to solve the problem of disease
with the help of say two thousand required number of
trained doctors, if they have the zeal as the number of cases to
be dealt are limited. So also in the Education Department
if the whole band of teachers go on doing their job with a
missionery zeal, general improvement of the standard of educa-
tion is bound to follow within an appreciable time as
not only this Department and the teachers are the direct
agent to impart education but they are also dealing with li-
mited number of people who are atleast partially receptive.
But in agriculture it is not so. It is Sir, a country where
more than 76 per cent of the people are agriculturists, who
are unfortunately very backward. In Assam if our population
is one crore then 76 lakhs people are agriculturists, .c., almost
all the people are agriculturists, Therefore it is most essential
that every one of our this 76 lakhs agriculturists understands
that he must produce food not only to meet his own individual
needs but, much more than that, in order to improve his lot
and to save his country. ;

I must produce much more than my requirement 1n
order to improve my lot. But that is a very big task.........
(A voice from the Opposition side : But they are not getung
land.) Those who have got land must produce so that not
only they can feed themselves and their families but they can
feed others as well, 1Itis nota small task to produce food in
order to feed a crore of people of our State.

Mr. SPEAKER: How long the hon. Minister would like
to continue ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Food
and Agriculture): I want ro speak afew minutes more. SIT.

Mr., SPEAKER : Then he can continue after 2 P.M.
Adjournment

The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2 P.M.
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After lunch

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Food
and Agriculture): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I was dealing with the
question of reorganisation of the Department of Agriculture.
I have already said that Government will implement the report
of the Estimates Committee as far as possible but then I want
to tell the hon. Members that reorganisation alone will not solve
the problem of food because the Department of Agriculture 1s
only an indirect agent of the people who actually produce food.
If we cannot enthuse our 76 lakhs of agricultural population
of the State to work hard, we will not be able to attain
self-sufficiency. As I have said already, it is not the job of
a few officers to achieve this gigantic task. After all these offi-
cers, almost all of them, hail from this State of ours. Now,
there may be bad officers but it must be admitted that there
are good officers as well. It 1s our.duty to make theS?. offi-
cers alive to the gravity of the situation. I would like to
appeal to the officers through this House that they will have to
rise to the occasion. Here is a challenge. If we want to
meet the challenge we shall have to work hard to attain the
economic independence of our country. If we can make our
country self-sufficient and thus attain economic salvation then
and then only the independence which we have attained
will bear fruit fully. I am sure, Sir; these officers will certainly
rise to the occasion.

Now, Sir, I propose to deal with some of the problems
that are facing the State. One of the problems is, which has
been referred to by some of the hon. Members, regarding
supply of bad seeds by the Department to our agriculturists
I would like to inform the hon. Members that at present the
existing schemes of the Agriculture Department for produc-
tion of good and improved variety of seeds is very very
limited. The seed at the disposal of the Department is net
sufficient to meet the demands of the cultivators of the whole
State, In order to supply improved seeds to major parts of
the State this Government has already taken up ascheme to
open at least one Seed Farm in each of the Gommunity De-
velopment Blocks in the State, i.e., we want to have 150 to 160
Seed Farms in the State, within the Second Five Year Plan, but,
realising the urgency of this scheme, T have already ordered that
without waiting to have the farms established within the
whole of the Second Five Year Plan, we should have them all
within the course ofone or two years. I am glad to inrform
the House that we have already started 46 of these farms

and the progress is very satisfactory. The hon. Members
will bear me out that for quick establishment of these farms

"
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I had issued D.O. letters to all the Deputy Commis-
sioners, Sub-divisional Officers, M. L. A’s and other non-
official organisations to render their special help. The hon.
Members know that it is very difficult to procure land for the
farms. Sometimes if you get land, there 1is litigation and
things like that which causes delay. I would appeal to the
hon. Members to co-operate with the Government in this
important matter. If we can establish the farms early, we can
expect to supply our agriculturists with improved seeds from
these farms.

Sir, there is a suggestion that the Department should pro-
cure and distribute improved seeds to our cultivators. But
where can we get good and dependable seeds ? In this, the
Department’s capacity is very limited. Good seeds at the De-
partment’s command, which are produced {rom the Agricul-
tural Seed Farms at present arc Very limited. If we can
supply seeds from our farms we can VeETy well expect that
hundred per cent of them will germinate. Very often at the
instance of the Revenue Department, at the timc of distress
our Agriculture Officers procure ceeds from the open markets
but these seeds are not dependable. Tt is better (o issue seed
loans in cash than to distribute doubtful seeds. I would ap-
peal to the hon. Members to co-operate in this matter.
When there is a flood or any other calamity, the hon. Mem-
bers- naturally like to help the cultivators with good seec}s
and they ask ‘the Agriculture Department to meet the public
demand. As they have no stock of their own naturally the
officers of the Department of Agriculture have to go to the open
market and purchase doubtful seeds, which in many cases cani
be called only paddy and not seeds, and they in many cases
do not germinate well. Thisis a thing which is impalring our
progress and good name. For this not only our Department
is losing its prestige but our cultivators have been made to sufs
fer immensely. Therefore, I would appeal to the hon. Mem-
bers to agree with me that it is better to issue seed loan
in cash than to issue seeds of doubtful variety. When there 15
an emergency, 1 hope, the hon. Members will not insist inln
the Department to purchase seeds and distribute them to the
cultivators. I have already issued instructions not to purcﬂ;a-
se doubtful seeds from the marketand distribute them toSeeg
cultivators, - If our present programine for sctting ucIiJI e
Farms, one each ineach C.D. Block matcnahsesl an e
sure, it will materialifi, we will be able to supply 1mp
seeds to our cultivators.
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There is a suggestion that the department should collect
seed at the beginning of the year by purchasing to meet the
requirements f our cultivators. After calculation, I have
come tothe conclusion that such a scheme will require at
least Rs.50 lakhs, besides the question of storing them which
15 a very difficult task. We will do that but such a program-
me, by its very nmature, cannot solve the entire problem. The
bulk of the cultivators must look after themselves. I would
appeal to the cultivators to maintajn the age-old practice of

oarding a part of their produce by themselves for seed pur-
pose. Thisis what our agriculturists used to do. They used
to keep a part of their own paddy at the beginning of the year
for their seed requirement. Instead of depending on others why
should not oyp cultivators hoard a part of their paddy for seed
purpose ?  Why should they depend on doubtful seeds from
the open market ? Of course, we can depend on the good
seeds produced by our farms but at present it is quite limited.

he department cannot supply beyond their capacity. We
have already set up 46 seed farms and we want to have 100
Or SO more ag early as possible. Fven after selling up of these
farrn_s some time will be necessary before they can go into pro-
duction to supply the cultivators with improved seeds,

. Sir, some of my Friends have referred to our tractor orga-
nisation and power pumps. It istrue that some of our tractors
are idle today, The main rcason for this is the non-availability
of spare parts. Spare parts are not available in the country;
50 e cannot utilise all the tractors at our disposal. The same
difficulty has arisen in respect of power pumps too. In fact to
utilise these power pumps and tractors contacted not only the
big firms of Calcutta but all over India. We sent our officers to

alcutta and other places to purchase as many spare parts as
they could for these tractors and power pumps, but unforty-

nately they could not purchase spare parts except for about 20.
Spare parts for about 20 power pumps could be procured from
Calc‘}tt? resulting in that the rest of the pumps will likely to

A
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proper working of these pumps depend on the availability of
spare parts from foreign countries which again depend on the
availability of foreign exchange. Now that power pumps are
manufactured in India we want to purchase India made power
pumps. AsI have disclosed, we have submitted a scheme to
the Government of India already to give us more moncy.

One hon. Member said something about the touring of
the Ministers. Touring is really necessary. Apart from admi-
nistrative and other reasons, we have got to undertake tours
to attend All India conferences, if not for anything but for
the sake of getting money for implementation of our schemes.
In the last Conference of Irrigation Ministers in Calcutta the
question of power pumps came into prominence and this had to
be posed by the Minister himself. If the hon. Members do not
want the Ministers to go out on tour then we are likely to

suffer.

Some of my [Iriends have referred to the difficulties
created by the embankments. I entirely agree that along with
the setting up of embankments we have also to change the pat-
tern of our crops in some places. Ihave stated more than once
in this House that immediately with the setting up of embank-
ments we cannot provide sluice gates because until and unless
the earth of the embankment is allowcd to settle down this
cannot be done. Inorder to settle up the earth in an embank-
ment it requires about 3 to 4 years time. Therefore before that
period is over sluice gates cannot be provided in the cn_lbank-
ment often and on. We cannot provide any sluice gates in any
embankment which was constructed only last year of =
before last. FHowever, Government has been pleased to set il
a Committee with Shri Bijoy Chandra Bhagawatl, Member of
Parliament as Chairman to go into the quesuon of difficulties
created by the embankments and whatever recommendations
that Committee would make would De considered V%Iiy
favourably by the Government and would as far as practica 1f-‘
be implemented in order to remove the difficulties of the Pf S g.

Another hon. Member complained that the rciiu ts 2o
researches made about agriculture in the laboratory 1 3 fect
reach the field. It is true there issome org'amsatloéla t c?f the
The Research Stations were set up at Jorhat indepen cnchcs do
College. Whatever results arc achieved through re}sleatrhem the
not in fact reach the officers concerned and tb}mll]g e College
fields nor do they go to the students of the Agricu mx;:lavzio'ns g'o'f
I have very carefully thought over the FEEOIILEE s h th
the Estimates Committee in this connection. I agree witl ©
Estimates Committee that the results of ‘researches made in the
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Research Stations must be linked up with the education of the
boys in the Agriculture College. Whatever we get in the
laboratories, whatever we find in the microscope, if that cannot
be transmitted on to the boys who are reading in the Agricul-
ture College at Jorhat then these new knowledges through re-
search will have no meaning. Therefore I have been thinking
of a re-organisation of the research branch of the Agriculture
Department so that researches made can be utilised for the
greater good of greater number. )

I have also considered very seriously the question of land
reform. 1In this connection the speech made by Shri Nilmoney
Borthakur is really very thought provoking. He said until and
unle_ss W€ can give peasant proprietorship any qﬁ"ort in the_ di-
rection of food production may prove to be futile. [ entirely
agree with him and not only I, the Congress as a whole
agrees with him. The Congress principle is to give peasant
proprictorship. Therefore a lot of lagislation has been made.
It 18 true that legislations have been made for that purpose in
this House but we have not been able to set up a proper
machinery in order to translate fully our desire into action. Go-
vernment is taking steps in this connection. The Chief Minister
on some other occasion announced that we are setting up Field
Management Committees. This matter was considered in the
Assam Provincial Congress Commiitee meeting at Silchar and
1t was decided that we must take the people into confidence and
that we must carry our activities through them in the fields.
Until and unless we take into confidence the man in the field
we cannot possibly achieve our desire to produce more food.

Threfore we decided t.- set up Field Management Committees.

I;epcti:at the Prime_Min_ister who said that a country can go
ahead only by taking lessons from the mistakes they make
mitialy. Now we are go to the field and cantact the mien who
work in the field and organize them and see in what respects
the help .of Government is required and in what manner that
can be given to the best advantage of them. Now the tendency
is to blame the Government only. Hence we are going to rely
on the people, we want to take them into confidence and in this
connection the help of the Panchayats will be very much neces-
sary. As most of the hon. Members of the House are con-
nected some way or other with the Panchayats, thier help and
co-operation in this effort will be very much necessary. When
recently there was an attack of intects. I am sorry in many
Places we did not get requisite cooperation fmd help
from certain sections of the people. To make this scheme
successful we will have to mobilize all the Panchayats

who will also have to keep stock of insecticides such as

”
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gamexine etc, with them. 1 am sorry to tell the hon. Members
that we have already reports that some Panchayats are unwilling
to take up such jobs. But, Sir, to make the scheme successful we
must depend to a great extent on the non-official agencies, we
must depend on the people, we must depend on the various
Panchayats. [ am really grateful to the hon. Members for
taking particular interest in Agriculture. If they kindly take
up this particular work, if there is united efforts to save our
crops from the attacks of insects and in similar other matters
then I can easily hope that we would be self-sufficient and forge
ahead in the matter of food production.

In this connection one of the serious aspects of the problem
which I propose to bring to the notice of the House is the
question of Adhi System. Mr. Borthakur has rightly said that
sharing of crop is disastrous for improved and increased pl‘OdUC:
tion. Because the landlord is dependent on some one elses
efforts. The man who in his forefather's time, long long ago,
got some lands possibly at nominal price which he had got
back already siis in his house today and gets a share of the
produce without investing a single pie. He gets a share as a
matter of course. He does not care or pay for the improvement
of the land. Similarly the man who is behind the plough
knows very well that whatever he produces with his toil and
sweat will not come to him: it will be shared by the land
lord. The land also dees not belong to him, Therefore he does
not naturally have any interest for increasing the yield or for
improving the land. Any improvement of the fand will add to
the value of some one elses’ land. I submit to those who are
landlords in this House that they will have to take all these into
careful consideration. If they leave their lands to the tenants
and do nothing for improvement of the same, certainly pro-
duction will not increase. Similarly those who represent the
tenants in the House will have to consider seriously as to I}OW
during the interim period before they get the proprietary right
can improve production,

Production cannot be improved merely by speeches, merely
by recommendations or merely by passing orders in the file.
T'hese should be reflected in the fields. We must all apply our”
selves sincerely to the job. Various factors are involved, of
which the human factor is the most important. Asl said, if all
these factors can be brought to play properly then we will f[i
able to solve our food problem. [t is not an isolated problem ©
Assam alone, but of the whole of India. Unless and ur_ml we
are very sincere about it and we ourselves take up the 30? r
our hand as a national problem I do not see any escape :roim
the situation,
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Sir, the primary thing in Assam would be to increase pro-
duction by encouraging the people to go in for muliiple crops.
In Assam, it is known that most of the people do not go for
more than one crop. Thisis a problem prevalentin most of
the districts except possibly in Gachar, a part of Kaimrup, a
part of Nowgong and some other places. The hon. Meinbers
will bear me out as to the truth of what 1 had heard that
people do not feel very enthusiastic to give their daugthers in
marriage to a family which go for Ahu cultivation because
they feel Ahu cultivation is a difficult job and they should
avoid such hardships for their daughters. In fact, in some
parts of the Staie the people who do Ahu cultivation are
looked down upon. We must tell the people that it is not
derogatory to go for Ahu cultivation and that we have got to
go for multiple crops. If we alcne take to double-cropping
possibly we will be able to tide over the marginal shortage
in this State. For this reason, Sir, I took up the queston of
increasing Ahu culdvation in this State and issued a loan of
Rs.37 lakhs to people of the State for Ahu cultivation, This,
Sir, I am glad to say, has achieved good results, It may be
that in one or two districts the Ahu crop was partially damaged
by rice bugs but in other districts Ahu cultivation has increased
very much. Similarly, Sir, this Government is trying to increase
Boro cultivation and the production of other varieties of food-
stuff, I entirely agree wilh my Friend Shri Lila Kanta Bora
.that paddy cultivation alone is not sufficient. Sir, 1 have found,
1n our State, if the land is water-logged or is not fit for Sali
cultivation being high, the people do not consider it fit for any
cultivation at all. T had been to Kaki and Phillobari, ‘Chere
the people were telling me that the land was not fit for Sali
cultivation,  But a land which is not fit for Sali cultivation
may be fit for Borg or Ahu cultivation. If the land is high it
is fit for Ahu cultivation and if the land is low it is fit for
Boro cultivation,  We must theretore encourage our people in
those areas to take up Ahu or Boro cultivation, as the case
may be. In Assam, Boro cultivation was not much in vogue,
but now people are taking to it, particularly in Cachar, Kam-
rup and NOWQ.’OHg-_ ‘The hon. Members will be glad to hear
that even in the Sibsagar district the people cultivated large
areas under Boro and they got very good crop. If we can
enthuse the beople in other parts of the State to follow the
example of Sibsagar, we will be able to solve our problem to a
great extent.  Sir, we have a shortage of only about one lakh
tons of food grains, There is nothing to be worried about it ;
this is only a Marginal shortage which can be easily made up
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if we can induce the people to take to Ahu and Boro culti-
vation. We should omselves take up the job without' leaving
it to the few officers of the Department and the cul ivators,

who are mostly ignorant about it.

Sir, the other day while louring in the State of Kerala,
studying the systern of agriculture there, I had seen several
types of cultivation which the people had undertaken; for
example, coconut, areca-nut, tapioca, ctc. Tanioca is one
of the staple food in Kerala where there is not much land for
paddy cultivation.  In our State also we can enthuse the
people to take to tapioca cultlvation in our high land. Then
arecanut, which is a very valued cash crop, can be grown
very well in Assam, but up till now we have not taken to it
in a very extensive scale. We grow some coconuts near about
our houses, but we have not gone in for groves. We have to
enthuse our people to go in for exiensive cultivation of these

Crops.

Sir, my Friend Shri Hiralal Patwary referred about the
settlement of land: I admit that giving settlement of land may
be one of the factors to encourage production, but there are
other factors too. Can we say that all the land under settle-
ment has been utilised ?  Are there not high land in the State
which have been left unutilised, where we could very well grow
arecanut, tapioca and coconut ? Have we utilised all our low
lying lands ? So, Sir, I say, we will have to goin for different
crops and multiple cropping as a family will not be able to
meet its demands by depending on one crop only. As I said,
Sir, the State Agriculiure Department has taken in hand
schemes to make multiple-cropping popular among our people,
but T -feel that the Department by itsell can achieve very little
unless we ourselves take up the job in right earnest and co-
operate. 1 would, therefore, appeal to all the hon. Members for
their co-operation in this difficult task of solving the food pro-
blem in this State.

Then, Sir, a lot of criticisms were made regarding cattle mort-
ality. I will not take the time of the House at the moment to deal
with this matter because the time at my disposal is short and
I will have the occasion to speak about it in some details .where
the resolution tabled by Shri Mohi Kanta Das is moved 1lmme-
diately after this debate. I can only say this much that each
criticism in this connection has been noted anc_l I can assure tf{e
House that steps are being taken to set up this Department in
a scientific manner. Then, Sir, it was rightly said by many hon.
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Members that the propaganda machinery of the State is
inadequate and we have not been able to propagate much
amongst the pcople about. the schemes of the Department. 8ir,
there is an Agricultural Wing in the Publicity Department to
carry on propaganda. We have issued lots of pamphlets and
papers to the public and T will place some of them on the
Library Table so that the hon. Members may sec as to what
}las been done so far. I admit even all these are not sufficient;
in fact, no propaganda machinery of Government can be
sufficient and, therefore, I say everyone of us will have to act
‘as propagandists, in order to enthuse our people. This is a
job which must be taken up in right earnest by all of us.
I am glad that two of the Opposition leaders Sri Hareswar
Goswami and Sri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya gave assurances,
that they would keep the food problem above politics, and
would co-operate with us although the very next day one of
them misquoted a newspaper report and the other misquoted
the proceedings of the Assembly in the House to malign the
Minister of Agriculture. I don’t know what sort of co-operation
this is, but any way, I accept their offers of co-operation at
their face value and I thank them for the same. Sir, T certainly
seek co-operation from every section of the House and j hope
it will be forthcoming.

In this connection, Sir, I would like to say that the
departmental propaganda should be supplemented by the Press,
I am very pained to point out certain aspects of the Pregg
in this connection. I would not have referred to the Press
here had it not been for the fact that for bringing about an
effective co-opecration of the people with the cffort_s of the
Department, it is the Press which plays a very 1mportant
role. A country can tackle its agricultural problem successfully
only when the requisite circumstances are there. Sir, in the
name of upholding the prestige of the Press, a particular
individual was backed up and for thata section of the
Pressin Assam and Calcutta has been publishing every type
of baseless news about the Assam Agriculture Department.
It 15 a matter of great shame that even after issue of Press

notes contradicting these news some newspapers particularl

. : W3 . ¥
those which published the baseless news did not publish  the
contradictions.

Shri RAMNATH SARMA (Lamding) : How docs it
arise here ?

Mr. SPEAKER: It does. Itis for me to dccide.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY

: A (Minister, Food
and Agriculture): If this is

the type of co-operation that some
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they are doing a great harm to the country. They arc not
doing harm to an individual only but to the whole country-
Now, Sir, these baseless reports, contradictions to which are
not published, create a very bad atmosphere in the country
and create a bad impression about the Agriculture Department
in Assam in the minds of the general public whose Co-operation
15 .pt'imarily necessary for an increase in production. I was
pained and surprised to see that a section of the Press ha

deem it fit to back a wrong horse and even when the ¢oft”
tradictions  from the Agriculture Department Were mace
available to them, they did not think 1t fit to publish them
in their papers. What else is this except taking away the
public co-operation from the Department of Agriculture 5
Surely this is no! the way how we can rise to the occasion
I can only quote the feelings and the sentiments expresse

by the Prime Minister of India the other day. He said that
it is a national problem and this problem must be tackle

keeping the whole thing above every type of smallness an

personal prejudices. I would appeal to every section O the
people of this State, including the hon. Members of this House,
to keep the food issue above such small feelings and T11S€
upto the occasion and then, only and there we will be able to
serve the country. With thanks, I resume my seat

Short Notice Resolution to appoint one High Power
Committee to examine the Causes and to recoim-
mend to Government measures needed under
the circumstances to cope with the situation

Shri MOHI KATNA DAS (Barchalla): Mr. Speaker, Sif,
I beg to move that ““In view of the large scale mortality of cattle
due to various epidemics inthe State causing consequent deterio-
cation in food production and cattle wealth which has gf‘ffa.t y
affected the economy of the State, this Assembly 18 of opinion
that a high power Committee be appointed y Government
to examine the whole matter and recommend to (}O‘Vﬁ}‘ﬂn"“mt
measures needed under the circumstances to COP¢ with the

3

situation”.

Sir, the hon. Members of this House have gnown and

learnt from the di io i on that a larg
1scussi d situation Arge
ns on the foo 1 Sate. 5

number of cattle died of various diseases in our §
March, 1957, onwards. As has been stated bY the President

of the Assam Pradesh Congrees Clommittee that such a heavy
toll of our cattle population by the epidemic 13 not unknown
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in our living memory. The number was so huge that we
ecactly do not know what is the number. The other day the
Veterinary Minister told us that the exact number of cattle
population that died is being compiled. :

Sir, as has been stated by different hon. Members on
the floor of this House our cattle is the 'back-bone of our
society and the prosperity of the whole nation depends on it.
If we neglect our cattle population, theﬂn_ we ueglect agricul-
ture, we neglect our own prosperity. ]Lhrr}matmg cattle. You
will have no agriculture and no prosperity. Formerly this
subject was greatly neglected by the British people.  Probably
they did not like the idea that [ndia should rise. So they
took no steps for educating the people about the various
methods by which cattle population of our country could he
improved. Therefore, our cattle became de-generated during
the British regime as there was no cducation of the people
about Animal Husbandry or such other things.

Now, Sir, we have attained independence and after inde- °

pendence the Government of India and the State Governments
have given utmost attention to our cattle and they have taken
all possible measures as to how the -cattle wealth of gy
country can be improved and how the supply of milk can he
increased and how the milk-products can be produced in oyy
country, because itis one of the maia items of our basic
food on which the whole nation depends for its healthy growth,
Without milk the national wealth of our country, I mean
the young boys and girls of our country who are no douht
our national wealth cannot have sound health. Milk and Ghee
and other milk-products have importance. In Sanskrit jt is
said g2 =iz : Ghee is life” So. Sir, it has great value so far
as building up of a healthy nation is concerned, Therefore
the Government of India and State Governments are
very much interested in it Therefore in the First
and the Second Flan the Government of India as well a5
the State Governments have not omitted to include a sin.
gle scheme relating to cattle population which they consi-
dered necessary for the growth of a healthy nation. Byt
Sir, it is most unfortunate that a huge number of cattle
died in our State from rindespest in 1957 and 1958, The
records will show that suddenly there was a flare-up  of
rinderpest in an epidemic form and the flare-up had be-
gun from March, 1957. The cause of the disease s perhaps
known to the hon. Members of this House. Many Bihari
people brought by land huffaloes from Bihar without getting
then vaccinated and even without any quarantine through
the district of Goalpara to our State. Some of them had

-
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already the infection in them. Sir, it is a very serious thing
to allow infected cattle to enter a State without being checked
at the border. I am told that 300 buffaloes belonging to 2
certain cuntractor died on way of these disease. The move-
ment of the buffaloes had not only taken place through Man-
galdoi, Tezpur and North [.akhimpur Subdivisions, but also
through other parts of the State with the result that we have
a huge mortality of cattle population in our State. We
were not prepared to eet such an emergency because
there was no quarantine belore the bullaloes entered into
our State.Therefore, 1 would like to suggest that there should
be arrangement at the border for the purpose of inspecting
those cattle which are brought from outside the State w hether
th €y are vaccinated or not.
Secondly, there are many Veterinary Dispensaries in
the State. But there arve no doctors and the functions of
such Veterinary Dispensaries are left to the supervisors or
Veterinary Field Assistants. We should now try to find out
what are our difficulties and defects in the administration of
the department, for which the havoc, created as a result of
the epidemic of rinderpest, could not be met by the De-
partment, We must admit that most of our dispensares are
run  without doctors and those dispensaries are left n
the hands of Veterinary Field Assistants even. 1hese
things should be an eye-opener to us. Who knows, the
epidemic of this kind may happen next year also. We must
i:e prepared to meet this future emergency. Therefore, Sir,
the purpcse of bringing my resolution before the House 18
to discuss and devise Wways and means to solve such a .\fltal
problem which: confronts iis today. It must be admitted
that the Veterinary Department of the Government failed
to anticipate such a danger to our cattle population, There-
fore, the leaders of public and also the l'epresentatlve_of the
people should now discuss to find out a situation O
this vital problem. It is quite apparent that at the w0me
of the epidemic the Government machinery which was quit€
inadequate could not meet the situation. ;
Then, Sir, there is another important thing about which
I would like to speak a few words also. We do not produce
serum. This hasto be brought from outside of the State. It
loses its efficiency when it reaches destination here. Serum
is an antidote to this fell disease. AS I have stat_ed,
Sir, if we do not periodically vaccinate our Ca.ttl_e agamnst
rinderpest the entire population of our country wlll be in
danger and that is the opinion of doctors., Sir, we Ppro-
duce goat vaccine tissue in the Jaboratories of ouxr State but
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we have to bring serum from Izatnagar and other places but
while it is in transit, the potency and efficacy of the drug is lost
and when it reaches the destination . its application bears no
fruit, Therefore, I insist on the Government to introduce
production of serum in our laboratory at Gauhati whatever
the cost may be. Other things, like construction of roads and
construction of buildings costing us lakhs of rupees, may wait,
but the production of serum in the Biological section of our
Veterinary College at Gauhati cannot wait. If the Govern-
ment hesitates in this regard I would say, that Government
are still neglecting to take proper steps towards the treatment
and preservation of our cattle population. Fh?l‘CfOFC, my
first point so far as the treatment and preservation of our
cattle is concerned is that introduction of serum  in our
laboratory in the State shou'd be taken up immediately. I have
seriously pondered over this matter Sir, and I find that this is
the only solution, the only ‘bulwork  against the attack of
rinderpest which is something like cholera. I herefore, 1
would request Government that they should consider this
matier very seriously. If they mean business, if they really
want to preserve and develope the cattle population which is the
wealth of the State, they should take immediate steps to
introduce production of serum in the Veterinary laborate

at Gauhatt. Sir, in my motion I have suggested formation of
a high power Committee of Enquiry. Now, the purpose of
my resolution is that this Committee will enquire into the
causes of such a huge mortality of catile in the State, They
should also enquire, into the laches or lapses on the part of
the officers if any. I am glad that our Chief Minister hag
said the other day on the floor of this House that he will nog
tolerate any lapses on the part of any officer. So the duty
of this Committee is to see if it was the lapses on the part
of any officer that led to the deaths of such a huge number of
cattle in our State.

Another thing Sir, I want to submit that oy Director’s
office is at Gauhati and the Secretariat jg here in Shillong,
In  consequence there is tremendous delay in finalising
things which I had experienced also while I was a Deputy
Minister of this Government, Immediate personal contact
is not possible. So Government should consider over thig
importanc aspect of the matter. Unless the Directorate and
the Secretariat are brought together thig delay would always
feémain. FEither the Secretariat should go to Gauhatj op the
Directorate <hould come to Shillong, Uniesg there is
amalganlation of these oiﬁces therc will always be dEIEly il’l the
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implementation of schemes. Therefore, I would ask Govern-
ment to consider this very important aspect of the matter 18

they mean to implement the schemes they have mooted under
the Second Five Year Plan.

Thirdly, Sir, I would suggest that the veterinary dispen-
sarics in the State should be regularly inspected. I'rom
personal (‘XpCI‘iCnCCI have found that these dispensaries are
not regularly inspected. There should be one or two inspec-
tions in a year either by the Director or the Deputy Director.
But generally speaking we do not find regular inspections by
the District Veterinary officers, This lack of inspection
renders the oflicer-in-charge of the veterinary dispensary
inactive specially at the time of emergency. So I would
request the Minister in charge to look into the matter and if
necessary to increase the number of Inspectors. The Depart-
ment should devise ways and means to have regular 1nspec-
tions of the various veterinary dispensaries that are 1n our
State. This is a very important aspect of the matter and we
are sadly lacking in it. :

Sir, as regards other matters, I have elaborately dealt while
I was speaking on the motions relating to Agriculture and Food.
So I do not like to repeat them such as increasing the number
of artificial insemination centres or increasing the number of
Bull depots, €tc. Many hon. Members will also speak on the
most important subject. So I do not like to take much
time of the House. With these words Sir, I conclude my
speech and commend my motion for the acceptance of the
House.

Mr. SPEAKER : The resolution moved is that in_ view of
the large scale mortality of cattle due to various epidemics 1n the
State causing consequent deterioration in food production Wl:llCh
has greatly affected the economy of the State, this Assembly is of
opinion that a High Power Committee be appointed by the
Government to examine the whole matter and recommend toO
Government measures needed under the circumstances to cope
with the situation.

*Shri RAMNATH SARMA (Lumding) yaTE I
sezten, @miE w7 TledmiE @k 2wl wraw BdeT FfA0g 18 oFta AT
3fx 78 wata g AR |

T GieTNalE 2[PHCH WG Araics eI AT face | 32 AT A=t
foata 2[cateT Al | (ordts (T (u Bl wiacd @b High Power Com-
mittee sty w=fag =ltad, OIC T 9Fag |

*Speech not corrected.
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ata fk w= 7 sits cattle mortality fadt afmd wfcs o
atsht f[etta 18 wweweas & iy 9B BT 74T FhN | wiuE oe-
4 IRAATOM | AT Avea g aFw@ a5 AT vz g v
AT @b, T GBI @S arFETt wer TiEE A Aw § wm sz w9 0
5aTica fa 2ol fiws oich cedtem fet ui MErE Ffary ) wE
fafesr afSweta 4= 79z sfwa «iw ar 9% 71247 3zs afy | ot ffem
7 ort @47 A 0 ok T, B W @ o i e W o9 A
(=05 ©G IFCA 7T 77 |

A FEd Ad ol fFm 9h ofitst | 9% cattle mortality =
CliFe o wtetr 712 wh) w8 | R 7 9o 997 97 o whina & 5a
GBIZ wIfR@tT Ffg oale A St (i awre AfEa afsa O fem wSim
6 A e M7 4 a9 F1ad Ol 50a @ gwatm mE awt siE aifee, 7
@2 T e AT difFw | odfecs Al ol gam s @ wtat A T4
LANR SIFSANRTE A1 AT FIEACH AT ol Flaca w1 w4 T ' P

o 4w 1% ¢f @B Horlics f&f 4Afaiz o wi= fiss
oif4tan @Bzl slea 9baw @ AwalE #A Gb1 A% s=csta e big
it | TP Ffa effiEn a gtk mws afFE, Gib T @eee
b A Ifa Gme AIMChica b1 3T witg | 2 A Fd g4 | @3 20
idds <=7 | I am speaking the bare fact, Sir.

Qte w@Ete aifd frteag Plan w9t @fig 2% i = 790m st
=39 catafca | onfE rinderpest © 5i TfFTe | 340 @B FU AfER ey @
TiiE  etwfIstta <HAstal Awca {autq bzt Fia aifeies @ i are
CTECE Gify peF wiite oifdem | St srefEstds wige 9@ w9 Ao aen
Bleq TP (e Al FiEg At ¢ e wiFw T1F a F s oE 7T zagy
g st 2 =t 37 @S Field Assistant &aice @l fad atgim f$g 5
fealy aja=ta ol coeraiTs wHial e 4ohiaty fdifa S T 97 aicat

Tt Afafefe s e @ ata @ Gt fgacet s firg aifafon
13 yaet S fem 712 | @i f[Acdtae w2, % F7 0 @Sl SAwtTrsta «f)
gya fagtad ¥4 wits ; @173 AT §FfA GACE O wm atdiew, g i 9w
e MfE R FEI At ofF oF wea 971 @1 aififoa | ersc
g FNe cztat @iE |

2 o 7 fatd Refrigerator =i

ety RreNeEs 74 @ @FET 344 F ] g o |
RIRic] ;gafm nostz w3 oat m% | femem  Foreign  Exchange 35
Cltaater | frw FB AEca A dla 2o oifer ata ©fs  Foreign FEx-
change s izty ¢ afz atfFcE wfoate 29 @Ik 9ift @3 7379
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FRRE @ifn 1w feneTa e a9 e @ aics e ateT
ST cvars fiM @ota oolte oot @m ale wee At | cudl 8
T3S frate cerbdirendl e @iplERa i filf; aRfeg ofe Pee e
A Ut glawadw 3uf7 o fifFe s 13 9w @8 oo ffmas FEc
80 e 951 twwis wat =9 1 EN9 AT » B Producing  Centre
CNTBE Slazaga wfacd a1 29 | AN nearest centre z9  FTEF@ |
TR cerpaleEr faf oioizfn aits 92 wisfm w4 gt aw AAtE
S fwz) walg a=m @w &t | High Power Committee 3 fowa
“If7 Technical Personnels Committee 3 cag 7 te, frw arta Td @2

igh Power Committee e non-Technical w7z 4=t 8ffw | F1ad

echnical =T 7wea oy @ w3 ol @7 wag It IE@

T 4 enfimeer 99 99 A | Wi c9%cEea  siew public mind
win Fatg w4 B9 w11 el Mow cetpdltidl et 9T e
So7s sfig  freetzs o ot At wfesl Aem fe fewdtel

TEI 1T | Tl FlEArde erpalcrEl ettt suffer wfieg 10 @A
foter 2t wmw wfests eme wime BenT AR @ Rebld
T Ffoate TSt A | W @ obEite w ow@EE FE
I Frcs Assistant Secretary za, Secretary zd 2oifid  ©IF9
New |« slastcreed ootar 8t Not those who pay a visit to the

misters and M. L. As. twice or thricc a day. Only efficient
men should get the chance of promotion.

ISt (ormwa Al sawia a1 3w meA ) wiE 5ES A
afesta frpe w97 =mest | High Power Committee afe w4t 73 oed-
= G fYPT @7 SN cvas s 5y Sfs 7w, wRea A 99ES
R Aftm, 1% wwEE Aw ied B oag |

Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAJUMDER (Hailakandi) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to speaka few words in connection
with this very important resolution moved by my Friend
Mr. Das. At the very outset I want to submit that in his
resolution he wanted to cover the whole problem of animal
husbandry. First thing he touched upon is about the huge
cattle mortality in our State. Then he spoke about improve-
ment of cattle. At the same time he also referred to
increase milk production. Sir, within the limited time at
my disposal it will not be possible to deal adequately and do
full justice to all these various branches of animal husbandry.
So, I propose to limit my observations to the protection ©
cattle wealth in our State. In the motion the hon. moves
has refe_rred to a large scale cattle mortality due to various
epidemic diseases. We have here on the floor of the ASS,embly
discussed at length about the huge mortality of cattle in our
State. Therefore, Sir, I do not propose to go into the matter
once over again. I do not think that the question of as tO
.how many times the Veterinary Director visited the different
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affected places during the epidemics is very important. I
would only like to point out that it is not most essential for
the Director, or as a matter of that, the Ilinister, to visit those
places personally. But what is more important is to prepare
a well thought out protection scheme well ahcad of the
epidemic so that the scheme can be properly implemented as
soon-as the report of cattle mortality due to the epidemic
reaches the Government. I have also heard in this very Session
of the House of reference being made to quarantining cattle
during epidemic. It is not a fact that we do not have
quarantine stations in our State. We have at present two
such stations in our State, one at Tamulpur and the other
at Uhubri. But these two stations alone are not enough.
Therefore what is needed is to strengthen these two stations
and also to have some more such stations installed in some
other places. Officers of these stations should have been
cautioned well ahead of any apprehension of such large scale
cattle epidemic spreading out in the country so that no cattle
in an affected area enter our State without being properly
inoculated. Sir, it is a very huge task to immunisc all our
cattle population in the State. Of course once I attempted
this but I covld only immunisc only a few epidemic spots
in the State and as a result the cattle mortality from rinderpest
was checked. But unless the whole cattle population of the
state can be immunize either by vaccine that is prepared here
which gives immunity for three years or by vaccines, prepared
out side this State, inoculation by . which gives life-long
immunity, immunization here and there will not solve the
problem of cattle mortality, because once an cpidemic = starts
in some place, it takes heavy tool of cattle life. In order
that our people can be given temporary rchef_ in cases of
cattle mortality, serum can be also used for vaccination, but
unfortunately, as Mr. Das has referred to in his speech, it
is not produced here. Mr. Das also referred to mortality of
buffaloes. It is, Sir, a different problem ; itis not the same
problem. We can get our cattle vaccinated by our students
in the Veterinary College of by the Tield Assistants of the
department. Butin getting the buffaloes vaccinated, doctors
must be present at the spot ; otherwise it is not possible to
vaccinate buffaloes. If without sufficient care and protection
serum is applied or vaccination is given, then there is the
risk of instantaneous death. We have experience of similay
instances occurring previously 1n our State. Once I remembey
to have visited a village where all bufaloes succumed to deqqp,
due to vaccination by serum without sufficient protectigy,

being taken against the risk of applying serum or such othg,
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similar protective measures. Now Sir, as this question of cattle
mortality has been discussed at great length in the Hovse,
1 would like to confine my remarks to giving some constructive
suggestions which, if our Government be pleased to implement
will I think, save our cattle population from these epidemic
diseases. At the outset Mr. Das has mentioned in his reso-
lution to the large scale mortality of cattle due to various
epidemics, DNow of all the different types of epidemic prevalent
in our State, mention must first be made of rinderpest. We
have got goat tissue vaccines prepared in our State and at the
same time we sold our goat tissue vaccines to people outside
the State. We have Vaccine Depot here in our State and we can
prepare this type of goat tissue vaccines. Then Sir, the other
epidemics are Anthrax, haemorrhagic Septaemia and _B.C.P_P_
these are the epidemics. There arc other epidemics also,
but these are not prevalent here in our State. Vaccine
against B.C.P.P. is prepared in our State. This disease is
prevalent mostly along the banks of the Brahmaputra, and
certain other riverine areas are only affected by this disease.
Therefore, I do not think, we should worry very much over
it as we have sufficient safeguards against this disease. If we
want to protect our cattle then they must be immunised
agaiust rinderpest, anthrax, haemorrhagic septisemia, etc.
How can we do that ? We have a biological product section
in our State, but this has not been sufficiently .equippcd as
yet. So, I say that the biological product section must be
very much strengthened. We are to start from there. The
money that has been spent for that purpose has not been
adequate. Unless we strengthen and sufficicntly equip our
biological product section in the State it is no use to think
of protecting our cattle against cpidemic. Along with this, the
vaccine depots that are here also must be sufficiently equipped
and vaccines should be kept in various centres 1n the State,
in refrigerators so that at the time of outbreak of epidemic
those vaccines can be- taken out. Unless this i dome e
cannot expect to protect our cattle in  the State. There are
experts in the Department and they must first examine what
are the resources or materials at their hands to protect the cattle.
Unless this is assessed and unless, as I have said, the biologica]
product section and the vaccine depots @&rc sufficiently
equipped and all the necessary serum, etc., are Preparec_l he_rc
locally it is not possible to protect our cattle against epidemicg
and some other bad diseases. It is less difficult to protect the
cattle against rinderpest than against anthl‘axal hacmorrhagic
septisemia and some other such diseases: So, unle€ss our cattle
population is Immunised thosc diseases are Sure 1o attack
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them. In certain cases it is very difficuit to get the help
of a doctor when such diseases attack them. It so happens
that when a doctor arrives at such a scene he only finds the
cattle already dead and there is no scope for trcatment. Any
way when he ascertains that disease of a cerlain animal is
antrax or such other disease then serum vaccine 1S  given
to all the cattle. But that will not protect our cattle. There
are certain places where these discases arc prevalent. So, the
animal of those places must be immunised. They must be
inoculated at the very beginning of the rainy season every
year, and at the same time we should have sufficient co-
operation from our people. We never hear of any siall-fed
cattle contacting such discases like anthrax, haemorragic
septisemia, etc. This proves that only those animals which
are left at large to grace contact these diseases. It is mainly
because in our State the rainfall i> very heavy and with the
rain some such diseases crop up 1in the grass and the cattle
contact them when they go to graze there. Our people must
be cautioned against this. If they want to protect their cattle
from these bad diseases then in certain part of the year
they must keep their cattle in the stall. Unless that is done
it is not possible to protect their cattle from such diseases.
These diseases take a small time to kill the animals and as
I bhave said, when the doctor arrives at such a scene he
only finds them already dead. So, at this time no preventive
steps can be taken. To take preventive steps we must do
things from the start. We must see whether we have got
the sufficient quantity of medicinet in our State if we want
to protect our cattle. In some cases, Sir, the required medlqll’le
takes a g0od deal of time to arrive and so some such medicines
do not retain their potency, and I am afraid this happened
this year also. 1In certain cases inspite of the vaccine, the
anlmals died. that shows that the medicine given had lost its
potency durmg_transit. Therefore itis all the more necessary
Sir, that our biological product section should be strengthened
and medicines kept ready at hand in all the districts and

Slﬂ?dl"lSions. If this is done then I think we can protect our
animals.

Then comes the question of staff. It is known to the
hon._ Members of the House that the Department has been
Elar&ntlng with a great shortage of personnel. In place of

0]

3 300 Vetcrinary doctors we ha_ve now less than one
hl_mh red of them. So, most of the dispensaries are running
without docgyg. In some cases the dispensaries are being
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run by senior Field Assistants. It is because doctors are not
available. Steps have been taken to increase the number of
doctors, but that will take a long time. In these circumstances
it is advisable if all the Field Assistants and the Students
of the Veterinary College are engaged in giving mass inocu-
lation to the cattle. We must begin from one end of the
State and finish at the other so that none of our cattle remain
unprotected. That is the only way to protect our animals.
Sir, Iam not an expert, but I am giving this suggestion
from my practical experience of running this Department for
a long time. Our protection machinery is not so sound and
strong. So, in order to strengthem our vaccine depot and
the staff Government must provide more money and witbout
doing this there is no use talking of giving protection fto
our animals from various diseases. This is so essential for
our food production also.

Regarding the high power Committee, my apprehension
is that if we appoint such a committee the problem will have
an academic bias. It will take some time in forming the
committee, then it will move to different parts of the State,
they will have to collect various information and then submit
a report to the Government and the Government in its turn
consider it for which they will have also some lengthy “pIOCE=
ol consulting the Department, etc., which on the whole will
take a long time. Considering the urgency of this problem
such a committee will not help. I do not think there IS
necessity of appointing this high power Committee. _If
Government can undertake to equip the department With
sufficient apparatus for production of vaccines and serums
in large scale and then can keep them in refrigerators in varions
district and sub-divisional headquarters and can mamtam
proper staff for their use at the time of need, 1 think, we will
achieve our objective. :

Further, my submission is that Government should g1VE
more attention and provide more money for preparation }?
these medicines that are extremely necessary tO protect the
animals against diseases and straightway take the matterlln
hand and begin to immunise our cattle, then we can SO V(:
this problem and save our cattle population. From our p&s
experiences, we have seen that we will not have very favauran ©
results by costituting a committee. Of course, I do not oppose
the appointment of a committee, but the l}igh_ POWEE 'C(.)rn—-
mittce as has been suggested by Mr. Das will, in my opinion,
not serve practical purposes for early checking of the diseases.
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With these words, I resume my seat and I hope Govern-

ment will pay due attention to the humble suggestions made
by me.

*Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): w7 94
Teetrd, @M (TR Teds Wme 299 sl afats 9t okd crebe et
FiFrs W titg, AT 9 4wy omt frce fece aifp eoles, @tafaon st
T2 M 47T (BUT | AS [T Gl B1iF wiatsm s diE wF gae
T @2 T AT 79 9T 929 | A9 oA WiFTaw 9% 393 Aifita | ot
fFg 2 a1 gmdt ofF AifSm <o @z AEFW oA @ @t
e 2 odF Atw 1 St frgam Tt sdrae @tFst A=, @ A
Tz AferE @2 o0F G Fhw Al dieg | e frem wwEs o S
AhF 2 | M G AT i, sz A% 1 ¥ REca saFa 9
Ffl o457 o7 92 REAw feasm 3R s qies 9w cate omiean | 7 A e
atfeescs T #f Altyg 24 @it a1 q1% @78 W uie crones i 29 | iy
Rl om0 asfaca azw 1 dwa Aom 29 coMaie @iE @A cdifee
G iz a@ [zm SmE oo wers vel o AR | astys &
fifia @i Wk oen wifgm, sEim s deTm e St foor
@d’ie 3 Sl (R tmg | cifem AR e it weties 9B
o AP0R BeT =0n | 4% St fFHate A LR B T I i1
afesiE ¢E g | 9t fFw 9s gm=E A% t20G ¢ @3 AfEmATE wiad
e @ oo Iete o w27, s aiv crae o eIty EMcEEsa fom
ety e TR AR | 93G) @b waen far @ femaT @Sim feg T
frm @iz 2 oSt 72 S we @ 8sta i w1 fafaate e sl
wlom 02 Aftg | fFg MMt w0y csthalcad wiem wiE, Assistant @ wsiq |
G FA CIRFI TRA AT 0@ QWA @iom W e s | tfe
e @uey ed fafca 1B 31 oter  wem 1 @ mem st
*faq0a BWIE@ AT IWCT  www IfRT oAt | sar QAT (ulg
Tge I fI©3 T3 weE sta un e R e CSRIRTCaTAY
freple @wa fm 5% = w9 ME o B2 7 fw dicn | e
SSAF TIF N szl 799 ¢ o oz fowTs 8 o B S =Y
¢z fos , e @@ 77 ¢ o e oo | j

4% FICA T GTFT WA T, WD @3 oo Rt G
fen gd fffCT SIF 973 Flaata b1 SR 45 =6 o 2fow a1

*Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):
7 qEtwd, AT T IRAE 7wy wfAcs 9F @18 S @ | 95
59 i 779 TEAFIG AT AT A f1 @9t A Gnw fifgw 1 3y 7
Az | cagt (AT ABCS AT A2 qw ) o7 FHACd Fpriar e it ot
chel FtfZaTs AT Aef{Stt eewm @<t @t atérs g o e
ety fapptace A’ (91 e afSm AT 37 TS Tt e 7 |
witfie w4 @ aifeT TN 5AFRT oS, dufispl gorg Ty
CzFAIE, Solald, IIEE \e7IT T AT A0S Afas |

*Speech not cotrected e

o
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1T Fie eiegd Az | A4F AT 9@EYE fF (quise afvs 9 @R
sFicRe 4kl F #9 calaiE, [FeiN A9wE ctm A1g 1 ddefteiss gsid
Sigws 79 (9¢id tiew, (Rinderpest) =ifits | @sitsl tatg 723 8 Af¥¥
TgH T (pox), it ¢y A 4l wd grefy atafen d@ Rl W
Tizdig 4T e 41T <tz 9 AT wHiE 4@ Tize #1353 qIeN
Htafs atci——eice Fgid AUTT GiF 5% Tz 9z 41Ers Jigid g AT GEIR
ez dw Wz fies) fawE dgs afEtg (...,

A voice—Rinder pest &7

#*Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BORBARUAH (Amguri) :
faets 42 afdq a9 @I

Mr. SPEAKER : flstacaz o <= 94 Cattle plague,
1% 2T 9 |

*Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BORBARUAH: fysis cig®
gtz a7es Afqcy, AAFI AfEfST Ti9idT da Aty 12 FIEIEE
o AT 199 (TTREl AdEe AT 4T Ul ek Ui @ g 33 19
EFITD i< 7% A9 |

(Voice—=i7 Zfyra 3 ) Al 491 zig s Zfica $31 Mo
aqia si+ifs @sfafag svok o2 sifes, i@ svosbte afas | F951m sisife
dfa <% gigia zivlE Ste @t Ffaca 83 fra 5 awiss gta w=h =91
catd TRy Slsee 49T %91 i@ W2 feaean Aefielr af+eE [
fEpraATpaTe M-t e 85y AT | Tz wHd € @ @ikl
sefretdq =™ st aiztEttretd @its fve Siand sl w121 A=i=isT
. gr+isige eiF Stand <ty f$g Microscope =% | 35 o€ 1@ 7
Ft=totaa w971 e ? I

firzs AN T99 T GleTIAE W ojwid Wl afl 55wl
47 s FlAb 6057 *fF ores Flatd o[ fem faweg 9% weT g | o0
3 5 % iz 9w 5 F 3041 atiis shifits edss ol sk
A1 i [Eata sfGfa e g s attr ) ofemss 3599

’

(Preventive) =it fofF<iw a5 519721 (curative side.)

9% IZFF AAF TRF AR IS bl Amrmidg e 999F o9
AR | AT @ (A @l 20ER 0% mF oifeifae e 4ea (stall
feeding) “wfsta alzgs wifia @teifRcd | oole q35—caiq 2 12 4€
T A4F (T IN DI AizeT Wi e, eed qigew Goaeddd
a4 a9ta Fiestal 11 gga A% 1 W e B wawl dels FAGE
OrE FE fOeF ga9 IIFE AT @isig | oedifts wEE ]
GRtE F9cd ofsqmed sy wift RSl =g ffewn  smami BRI
frm A9 faczg wift e de1 Tgin g wiferm, fRceg 493 sdfe
sifes 72 (e Tw9 W12, fAreg 9ifi (GIbe dsfe udly @etfae TsHrata
dfs &[F7 A9 712, fargg 9es fam «=eE @9 b9 T29 F70e

*3peech not corrected.
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Fraic w1 S St oo wimism oe feoto 6] i =i o
AR, TIeq, ew4q Qb 4 sRowra ofgqt o it e e
AT FEMEA AT a@tetin g5 arn i | L S 15 I T e 1
T | GG @8 9EF @ Y3 S9p4 GRS <% Tz 337 sicg |
gt TR fiem fesifoese ofos TR AME 1 Ry fsm gice
(TN G4F FAitaber gz Fetdfery 3 b feslibiaeha Bo 4istq guw
Rwie wdicbe wwies @i g FeTe 7% 4T fgew | wfisia
FIFIT g widaaimT i w5 | Fdabe fHsids gga
Bob diq [{eaiR cntslaite ity crgater F9 AT Gitiaicaing o+l
failure =3 1 (erq fawutn famg  fer e At iy B
CIETCY stefaeids oSty ag 95 1 oioas CINTEl e wg ufag ofcd |
wiee) e iy afcne twes il fetaz 40 cliafs q% (99
ifZs | ft i = cwew chaEAEls YT 2CCS Wiy wtq  fm s
oy P @diidin wfimrs o w=9 @M 99 et “a1 a7 «qam foaice
9% R iy qiwem @A oz P oRAlE wlEcd ot TN P effgew ©56
THG AAe Flalkea qB wrw 3T A @ @A eanE AF qg TEig
TS 7 afe ¢ fesn eatd |l oo uigble a FEABIT “fifg =3
gt le gfw W3 erme W dAtz e wiw we AT (laughter)

BIF, Wl @ W AT 4% Tl I90F TS | e whieg 9% ATy
AR ity o g1 e @7 wifig o) 9o N, MBS vt
fral Wil 7 fgals G, fiodd sdem ofee st o T W |
ARE wiHfe My, Reta 331 1 fre & Rsa 9% www ey RAETE
v oot Ruale oqim e ffe =l ,

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY gMinister,
Veterinary) :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 am very grzlte.'uI o my
Friend Shri Mahi Kanta Das for moving this resolution before
the House. It is well known to the House that the Vetcrinary
Department of the State is running at a great shortage in staff
and equipments, There is a population of 58 lakhs of catle
in this State, We have got only 106 hospitals and dispensaries.
If all these hospitals and dispensaries were equipped with
- qualified doctors, it could be expected that each hospital or

ispensary would serve an area of 500 sq. miles and a cattle
population of 54,000. That means that a doctor in addition
to his normal duties must inoculate at least 54 000 cattle
every year and then only it is possible for him to stop
the recurrence of any epidemic dis¢zxse. Sir, that by itself is
not possible. But today the Veterinary Department s being
run with half the number of doctors actually necessary. This
means that a qualified doctor in this State has to Serve in
average 1,000 sq. miles with a Ca’gtle population of 1,08,000.
Sir, it is simply 1impossible to 1110c111z}te ],08’(']00 cattle
Population in addition to ones, own duties. But in spite of
these difficulties, the Departmient has done its best,

!t
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Rinderpest is a highly infectious and contagious rapidly
spreading discase of cattle and buffaloes. The infecting agent
is a filtrable virus. This dreadful discase has been prevailing
in an epidemic form in India including Assam. The Goat Tissue
vaccine is used as a preventive measure for controlling the
disease. It minimises the rinderpest outbreaks to a considerable
extent, This vaccine is manufactured locally here and is used
extensively every year in this State. The disease was, as a
result, under control upto the vear 1956, Unfortunately a herd
of diseased buffaloes entered Assam through Goalpara for sale.
The traders offered these buffaloes at a very cheap price and
the ignorant villagers failing to resist the temptation, purchased
and carried them to their respective localities. This Depart-
ment as soon as came to know about it notified all the Deputy
Commissioners and Subdivisional Officers to stop the movement
of the diseased herds. The traders, however, mostly evaded this
restriction order which had no legal force and stealthily moved
the animals in different groups to diffcrent places through
varjous tracts. As a result the diseasc broke out simultancously
at a large number of places.

Subsequent investigation revealed that the virus strain of this
outhreak was unusually virulent. It is said that there is strong
reason to believe that mutation of the rinderpest-virus took
place and the virnlence became so severe that a considerable
number of even the vaccinated animals fell victims and died,
As an analogy it may be cited that an epidemic of Influenza
broke out in 1957 amongst human population. The virus respon-
sible for the diseasc was the samec with that of the strain
_ responsible for the great epidemic of the year 1918. It was a case
of virus mutation and as a result of this mutation, the vaccine
became partly ineffective during the out beak of 19.7. It may be
added here that outbreaks of rinderpest arc prevailng in
some of the States of Indian Union as well as in Fast
Pakistan with severe mortality.

Rinderpest in an epidemic form broke out in the District of
‘Darrang in the month of March 1957 and was attended tO by
the District Veterinary stafl, As the disease continued to sprea
in June I directed the then Director to visit the area an take
necessary steps for control of this epidemic. . Messrs Bhatnagat
and Nagchoudhury, Director and Deputy Director _rcspgctlvf’l}’
visited Tezpur on the 11th June 1957 and issued directions to

District staff for taking control measures. On the 6th of June
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the Scheme for Eradication of Rinderpest was sanctioned by

the Government and a Part of the staff including Rinderpest
Eradication officer was appointed,

The Rinderpest Eradication Officer was deputed to
Darrang district to make g survey on the 28th September 1957
and the new Director of Veterinary personally Visited Tezpur
on the 30th September 1957 Immediately on his return orders
were passed for the appointment of 48 V. F. As, and their
deputation to Darrang district. Tezpur was made the headquar-
ters of Rinderpest Eradication Officer for the duration. Upto
the month of September the local staff carried out vaccination
ata montly rate varying between 3,700 to 5,600. In the month
of October the vaccination figure rose to 11,000 followed by
November 65,000, December 1,16,000, January 152,0003 F?b'
ruary 75,000 and Mayrch 77,000, at the same time Vaccination
Campaign was extended to North Lakhimpur which was also in
the grip of rinderpest by then. Special staff deputed in this
district was 49 V, T, As. 1 myself visited both Tezpur and
Lakhimpur.

After the epidemic was brought under control in
district the Eradication team moved to Goalpara to take 4
mass vaccifation on g systematic hasis from the Jmonth of
February 1958. From  the month of March 1958 Teports
of rinderpest epidemic started coming from Cachayr district
and this took alarming proportions in April and May when
the Director visited that district and ordered deputation
of a special staff from Eradication Scheme as well as from such
districts as were free from epidemic to control the epidemic
which was SPreading fast in that district, I- mysell also visjted
that district. The Chief Minister was also then in the district
of Gachar. T30 V. F. As. were deputed to Cachar. Reports of

ing from Lakhimpur in the month of May,

r and Mikir Hills in the month of June
and batches of staff fyop, Rinderpest Eradication Schemje as
well as from areas still not effected with rinderpest were depu-
ted to these districts, 17 V. F, As, and ope Veterinary
Agsistant Surgeon were deputed to Lakhimpur. 5V, F. As.,
and 2 Supervisor V. F.

As., were sent to Sibsagar. 5V, F. As
and 1 V. A, S. were d

cputed to North Cachar and Mikir
Hills. Many Of these Assistants

where the epidemjc was brought under control by them.
Some of these areas were visited by me as well.

Sir, after that the discase broke out throughout the State,
The staff was (g inadequate to meet the situation. We reques-
ted the Government of India to help us with men but they could

arrang

were drawn from Cachar
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not spare any. Any way Sir, I entirely agree with the hon.
mover of the resolution that Government should take Immediate
steps for immunisation of the cattle population in the State.
Sir, 1 can only tell the hon. Members of this House that more
than 28,00,000 cattle population in the State have already been
inoculated. Now, Sir, the question arises as to why inspite
of giving inoculation some of the cattles are dying.

Jonab Abdul Matlib Mazumdar has rightly pointed out that
chances of buffaloes dying as a result of the aflect of inocu-
lation is there. Further because of the widespread nature of the
thing it is likely that many ofthe cattle and buffaloes were
in oculated at a time when they had already beer infected.
When the infectious virus enter into the body of an animal
thereafter any amount of vaccination is meaningless. There is
some amount of suspicion as whether in the rinderpest
epidemic which had broken out in the State among the cattle
population this year there has been virus mutation resulting in
virulance of attack hither to unknown.-I have neither know-
ledge nor experience of such a technical matter. Even the
Veterinary Graduates are divided amongst themselves in this
respect. Those who read the Natun Assamiya, they must have
seen that there was a statement made by the Veterinary Gradutes
Association of the Department that there must have been similar
Virus mutation and that the disease was not rinderpest alone.
Tt was complicated by the incidence of some other virus. So, Sir,
it is necessary that the matter should be enquired into and for
thisa Committee is necessary. I am grateful that the mover
of the resolution has himself said that there are difficulties for the
Department. No doubt, the Department prepares Goat Tissue
Vaccines at Gauhati. But the machinery at Gauhati is not very
up-to-date. Our production station at Gauhati is not equipped
with up-to-date apparates and as such we cannot produce up-to-
date freeze dried vaccines which can be taken to any place because
of its’ additional keeping quality. The Goat Tissue vaccines
which have been manufactured at Gauhati or procured from
outside have to be carried to far distant places and into_ the
remote places in the rural arcas where there is no_electricity
and in which outlying areas of the State the disease Was
prevailing. We had to send those to outlying areas €
Chapories and P. G. Rs and such other difficult places with
virtually no communication we took the help of the tea garden
managers, Clomaiunity Projects, other non-official agencies and
the Departments of the Government to get the maximum
facilities of refrigerators to keep the vaccine active. During
summer the keeping qualities of the vaccine are reduced to only
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few days and it is essential that it should always be kept in ice
while transited and stored. Unfortimnately facilites in the shape
of frigidness and ice are extremely limited in the Department
and also in the State. In our campaign inspite of all efforts,
we are very much handicapped. This is a question which
should also be looked into by a Committce. They should
tell us how we can solve this problem. In the village areas
Sir, we can use a certain type of vefrigerator which can be
run on kerosine oil, butin India the supply of the same to-
day is very limited ; possibly one would not get many in Cal-
cutta market and that too at very high cost. Refrigerators
which are run on electricity cannot be of any use in the dis-
tant villages. It is necessary that this question also shoyld
be gone into by the experts; they should advise asto how
this problem has been solved in other countries which were as
backward as we are industrially,

Now, Sir, we had to face some difficulties with respect to
serum also. As has been rightly observed by my Friend Shyi
Mahi Kanta Das serum is not manufactured anywhere in the
State; we have to get it from outside the State. Thc‘life of the
serum is also very limited. It takes quite a lot of time for
this medicine to come from other places like Izatnagar and
thereafter we are to take it to outlying areas most of which
suffer from transport difficultics apart from the difficulties of
cold storage. Very often serum looscs its potency.  There aype
some of the difficulties standing on the way apart from the
difficulties about the lack of doctors and experienced officers,
So it is very much necessary that a Committee should 20 into
these things as well. A

hen Sir, another question ; it is perhaps known to hon.
Members that due to the pecuniary difficulties and ignorance
of the people, sick animals are not segregated.  When heal-
thy animals come in contact with the sick ones they easily get
the infection. For this reason some particular persons lose
quite a number of cattle. [t i neeessary that we should
find out as to how to educate the people in this matter and
also to desist them from doing such a foolish thing like throw-
ing the carcase here and there. Often the carcases are thrown
in the V.G.Rs where the cattlc of the whole village do
graze and thu_s the diseaes spread in  geometrical ropor-
tion: if there is one death in a pariicular V. G. R. tﬁen all
the cattle wvisiting that V.G.R. are affected. - Sir, our
people have got the habit of not feeding their ‘cattle in the
stalls.  They let them loose in the morning. - This is another as-
pect of the duestion for which we must find out ways and
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means to educate our people. For all these the ad-
vice of the Committee will be of great help. Then Sir, in
many areas we have seen caltle owners behave in a very
f)eculiar way. When an officer goes to their village, they do not
ike to give their cattle for inoculation because ithere may
be one or two cases of death as a. result of reaction of the
injectiom. Sir, it has been aptly said by an hon, Members
that many cattle owners do not like to give their cattle for
inoculation because of ignorance and the fear of reactions.
They would only give their catile for inoculation after the disease
has advanced in that area and they are afraid of losing.
them. ‘Thisis another problem which has got to be solved
and I think that the Commitiee can go into this also. Sir, I
myself is thinking of legislation in these matters. I feel it is
necessary to have an effective control in these matters, if
and when an areais declared as an epidemic area. In such
an area people must be compelled to get their cattle ino-
culated. If there is any loss due to reactions as a result of
inoculations, the officer’ who is  doing this in good faith
should be made immune from any action in the law courts.
Similarly Sir, we must legislatc prohibiting entry of diseased
animals into the V. G.R. or in the State from out side.
Such things as throwing of carcases at random should also
be prohibited by law. But [ kiow such a legislation will
be unpopular. Therefore, it is very much necessary that this
matter also should be looked into by the Committee.

Sir, I may inform the hon. Members  that on the 19th
July last our Chief Minister took a decision to go into all
these questions by appointing a Committee. And as such when
my Friend Shri Das moves this resolution I have no difficulty
in accepting it. My Friend Shri Ramnath Sarma has, »aid that
the Committee should mnot consist of experts only because if
the Committee consists only of experts, they will have an
academic bias. I entirely agree with him. We will see
that the Committee is not consisted of experts only. ~Simi-
farly Sir, Jonab Abdul Matlib Majumdar was apprehensive
that such a Committee will only delay matters, I can as
sure him and the House that whatever may be the action
contemplated by the Committee, we will not wait for it an
delay taking action on the views and wishes expressed 1
the House to protect rest of our cattle population. In fact,
we have already inoculated 2,80,000 heads of cattle and
the rest will be inoculated. In the meantime, for this pur=
pose, this department has taken steps. If necessary we will
utilise the services of students if allowed by law, as suggested
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by some hon.Members. Similarly Sir, we are moving for
procuring some refrigerators. We are also investigating as 10
whether we can start manufactming of more vaccines In
Assam particularly dry freezed vaccine, so also serum.

Sire once again I thank the hon. Members for taking sO
much interest in this matter, I accept the resolution.

Mr, SPEAKER : The question is that in view of the
‘]arge scale mortality of cattle due to various epidemics
in the State causing consequent deterioration in food pro-
duction and cattle wealth which has greatly affected the
economy of the State, this Assembly is of opinion that a high
power Committee be appointed by Government to examine
the whole matter and recommend to Government measures
needed under the circumstances to cope with -the situation,

(The question was adopted)

Adjournment

‘The Assembly then -adjourned till 9 a.m. on Friday, the
29th August, 1958,

R.N. BARUA,
Shillong, \ ; Secretary,
The 27th May, 1960, Assam Legislative Assembly,

AQP (LA) No 60/60—225~2-6-60.







