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| Proceedings of the Fourth Session of the Assam Legise
lative Assembly assembled after the Second General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic Repu-
blican Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
' at 10 a.M., on Saturday, the 23rd August. 1958.

PRESENT

Shri Dev Kanta Barooah, B.a., LL. B. Speaker in the
Chair, the nine Ministers, the four Deputy Ministers and
eighty-two Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Rinderpest Epidemic in the State

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS [North Salmara (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)] asked:
#G. Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary be pleased
Lo state—
(a¢) Whether Government are aware that epidemic of
Rinderpest is prevailing in the State ?
(b) If so, since when the epidemic started >
(¢) What steps were taken by Department to combat
the epidemic and to prevent the discase ?
(d) Whether the Director, Veterinary Department
visited any Rinderpest affected area ?
(¢) Ifso, what are the aflected places he visited since
the outbreak of the disease ?

7 M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
o Veterinary) replied :

6. (a)—Yes.
(b)—February 1957,
o (c)—The entire stafl' of the Department was engaged

¢ in mass vaccination against Rinderpest. This programme, is

still continuing. In addition one Rinderpest Eradication
Officer, 4 Veterinary Assistant Surgeons, § Supervisor Fie
Assistants and 60 Veterinary Field Assistants are engaged exci
clusively for this work.  The staff has so far vaccinate
28,89 260 animals.

(d)—Yes.

(¢)—A statement is placed on the table.
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Question

No.6(¢) asked by Dr. Ghanashyam Das, M.L.A.,
at the August Session. 1958

Statement showing the places wvisited by the Director of Veterinary
in the State in connection with the cattle epidemac
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Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS [North Salmara (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)]: Sir, may I know from the Minister
what was the cause of the discase. ~ Whether it was usual or

unusual ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Vet-
erinary): Wc arc investigating but it appears that the intensity
is unusual. The hon. Members will please bear in mind that
the progress of veterinary science is extremely limited. We
find that the progress of the science has not been able to keep
pace with the disease. Therefore, investigation is being made

as to the causes of the intensity of the discase aud also of
the reported ineflicacy of the medicines in some places.

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS: Will the Minister-in-charge
make an enquiry and let us know the result ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Certainly.

Shri MAHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : What is the
total number of cattle mortality during the last Rinderpest

attack ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The figures
are various. The hon. Members are giving different figures
than what the Department is supplying. However, I shall
have the figures compiled properly and perhaps in a day or
two I shall be able to give the correct figures to the hon.
Members in reply to a question in this House.

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) : AN FITT
Trziw, a@r e fem @24 bR g @S czeo | FRd GTIRI
foepate BiGaca Caldichl T4 gz 99 fopile BT fieps Fie I8
511 (cva) AFAA FEAS 4 s Gl et AT sie-TE MR

olt vl B4 A2 U 9 (Il Atced (AcAb FOIC cocde cafeE
gifag slicsica ?

M. SPEAKER : i fq f& e 72 gf7g A9 g |

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA : 13 crgl (3 (@4 fozpeletd
@l A @ISt —T45 ST fie? Fiwe Aiawsl ClES wppedy A2
TR Flen sEd N2 AT EATARFhia T (FCACE a4

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY :
Sitg 73 99 AN | fSEpeleea oty cafon o 2 Argzere T AT L
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U JOR MANIK SIEM [Nongpoh (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)] : Serial No. 42—Mairang, of the list
of places visited by the Director—Starred Question No.6(c).
Sir, there is another place called Mairung where there
was cattle disease. I want to know whether the Dircctor
visited Mairang or Mairung which is not found in the list ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,

Veterinary) : Sir, whether it is Mairang or Mairung, I will
have to enquire.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur):
Whether all these places listed are near the Trunk Road ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, some of
the places are the Trunk Road and some of them arc
beyond thﬁ_reach of the Trunk Road. It is not expected
that the Director would visit all the affected places.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
May I know whether the Director visited the
of the Lakhimpur

of cattle mortality ?

eastern part
District where there is a large number

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The Director
cannot physically visit all the affected places. It isobvious.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj-North)
Will the Department make a full list of all the affected

places so that these places may be visited in the next tours ?

M MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Whether it is
possible to do visit all the places is the question.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) :
the deaths of plough bullocks many cultivators could ng
their paddy fields, what measures have been taken t
help to the cultivators ?

Due 1o
t plough
O render

M., MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir

‘ » we are
issuing cattle loans, agricultural l.oans, ctc. and as a magter
of fact we have issued co-operative loans of about 73 |4khs

of rupees for agricultural purposes in the last four months.
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Shri SARBESWA R BORDOLOI (Titabor): Sir, in my
Constituency several plough bullocks died and the cultivators
could not plough their paddy fields for want to plough bullocks.

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you giving information or asking
for information ? Your point is that what measures have
been taken by the Government to ameliorate the condition
of the cultivators and to that effect the Hon. Minister has

alrcady given his reply. .

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): ¥l wcziwed icd O
TEEE T Al dF-a7d TRENAl CefeA | wmaty e ABiEecT @f
Attt gl FECBIR At FEAINeT e ‘

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Ve-
terinary): wiffigls @bl W (T 9T

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY : 78 %8 (7 amacy TR (TCATS
Al = AT TwEcked @lEE SidiE iR e

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: 4%s1 T47
afeia CAiTE? RSt Wi afes bl atcd | el tour  FFS
atest | sfers  AFCN SECAce @@ WIsEd | co8q  difzcae
Rinderpest officer @i® Deputy Director =ift & wffFsta tour
SfRCA AT | olferT aCee Afesiet (NehE o Afwd FeE @i
wfda it | :

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : What 18
the reason for the Director not undertaking inspection tour
beyond Palasbari ? He has not gone to the whole of Goal-
para District although that was the most highly affected
district ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY: It may be
due to the physical inability and pressing work of the
department which stood on thc way. :

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Hajo):
May I know from the Minister which part of the State was
affected most by the rinderpest epidemic ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Cachar 18
the worst affected district.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : During what PC“Od tflﬁz
whole tour as shown in the statement was undertaken :P %
Director ? Is it since his joining the post of DIrectcr learly

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: 1t = e tours
stated in the statement portion of the reply _ that Fr

were undertaken in connection with cattle epidemice
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Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHAUDHURY
May I know how the Minister has

district is the worst affected ?

(Hajo) :
stated that the Cachar

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Ve-
terinary): The number of villages affected
in different districts since the beginning of
from March 1957 to May 1958 are as follo

with rinderpest
outbreak, 7. .,
WS :

Number of villages affected

1. Goalpara 191
2. Garo Hills ., -5 15
3. Kamrup s 29
4. Khasi and Jaintia Hills 38
5. Darrang 178
6. Nowgong v 58
7. Mikir Hills Exact fisures not
: yet known.
8. Sibsagar s s &1
9. Lakhimpur .. 406
10. Cachar ) 334

From the above figures it is clear that Cachar is the
worst affected district.

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon) :
May I know whether the Minister is aware of (he fact that
some of the vaccancies were defective ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY :
does not admit till now that any vaccine
defective. It may that some of the vaccines lost  efficacy
at the time of arrival of the destination from the place of
their manufacture.

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganij) :
What is the cattle mortality jidistrict-wise ?

Government
was found

Mr. SPEAKER : The Minister has already furnished
figures.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA _(Morongi). ¢ The
Minister has stated that the cause of the rinderpest 'd1sease is
under investigation. May I know, Sir, whether this diseage
took place in Assam alone or in other parts of the world alsp ?

M, MOINUL HAQUE'CHOUDHURY:_ The rinderpest
visited this year all over India. As faras my mmformation goes
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar are the worst affected States in
India,
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Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Mormogi): 1 want
the information of not cnly of India but of other parts of the
world ?

(Laughter).

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Ve-
terinary): Outside India; from the newspaper reports it
appears  that in East Pakistan 540,000 cattle died of
rinderpest.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Is it a fact that rinderpest comes to Assam from Behar ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: The hon. Mem-
ber is exactly rightin saying that.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Whether
this disease was brought to Assam from Bihar by cattle which
are brought from Bihar through Goalpara to Assam ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Yes, it is so.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : In view of
the fact that in Goalpara district the disease had first shown
its appearance why did not the Director visit Goalpara ?

* Mr. SPEAKER : 1 don't think that is too perfect a ques-
tion.

Shri RAMNATH SARMA (Lumding): Whether the
rinderpest disease came to Assam from Bihar with the Director?
(Laughter).

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Thereis a motion on
cattle mortality in Assam and the hon. Members will get oppor-
tunity to hear in details the Government point of view and they
will also get chance to discuss it.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)

Construction of the office of the Barpeta N.E.S.
Block ‘ o
Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) 252

1 : iects be
10. Will the Minister-in-charge of Community Projec

pleased to state— x
(a) Whether the site for the oilice of the Barpeta

N.E.S. Block has been selected ?
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(b) If so, when the work will be started ?
(¢) Why there has been delay in starting the work for
the construction of the said office ?

S.hri FA.KHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Com-
munity Projects) replied :
10.(a)—No. It is still pending settlement.
(b)—VVork will be started soon after selection and not

later than the forthcoming cold season.
(¢)—Delay has been caused owing to local differences

regarding location of the headquarters of the Block.

sShri GHANASHYAM TALUEDAR (Sorbhog) : o

headquarters of the Barpeta

Whether it is a fact that the ‘ Bar
the Barpeta Subdivisional

N. E. S. Block was selected by
Development Board ?

* i KHRUDDIN ALX AHMED: Yes, the Barpety
Subdigil;irolnflADevelopment Board selected headquartes of the

Barpeta N. E. S. Block.

M . ANASHYAM TALUKDAR: Then why here
: tlweS}:z;If Il_: is stated that it is not finally settled ? :
ipths Shrs FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: The Barpet,
Subdivisional Development Buard which consist of 28 members
u 1f them in 2 meeting 13 abstained aqd of the rcs{-
out o it §ankuchi, 5 for Ganakkuchi and 4 fo,
O VeIE tor the headquarters of the Barpeta N. 1. g
il After it was received by the Government there
Block. % asentations from  different institutioys
blic, after which the then Chief Minister
in-charge of the Community Project asked the Chjef

e cer asled. -
Parliamentary Secretar}y to visit the locality and after enquiry
to submit his proposai.

ARI DAS Barpeta): Is it not a fact that th
D, SRES gy B('lock was finalised by the then Chie(;‘

N.
e o B order of 16th February 10582
1111
AHMED ALI : No itis no,

. UDDIN
+Shri FAK}fIRMinistfﬂ,‘ did not select the headquarterg.

fact. The Chie A
. R HAZARIKA (Morongi):
+Shri DANDESWAR 1. : g):  Wp,
re the factors for consideration for selection for a heaquarf
ters £ g

*Speech not corrected.

t
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+Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister,
‘ommunity Projects) : Instructions have been issued by
e Government to the Boards that as far as possible such
cadquarters should be centrally situated in the area of
he Block. It should be a place which is conveniently
ccessible to all the Mouzas of the Block. But there is also
t\c question of getting suitable land from the public for the
1rpose of crecation of the headquarters. These are some
¢ the factors for the sclection of a headquarters.
" *PDr, SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta) : If the final orders for
s headquarters was not finally settied how could the Project
xe utive Oflicer for that Block could undertake preliminary

YC. ks there and spend some money for this purpose ?

#Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Com-
lunity Projects): [ have already stated that after
presentations were received, the Chief Parliamentary Secretary
ent there and in  consultation with the local M. L.
's ne decided in favour of Ganakkuchi, which was not
lected by majority voies of the Subdivisional Board. An
pend;jture of Rs.200 was made by the Project Executive
{licer. This unfortunate incidents took place because of divi-
bns  in  the Subdivisional Board and 7 of them
Med for Sankuchi, 5 for Ganakkuchi, and 4 for Barari
d 13 of them abstained from the meeting, in which these

Mtes  were taken.

*Shri RAMNATH DAS [Dergaon ( Reserved for
fhed ed Castes)]: May I know from the hon, Minister
¢ dafe or month when this Block was started at Barpeta ?

L Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: The Block was
Mted  jn October 1957 and it is really unfortunate that
,CAuse of frictions among local leaders and peeple we could
"¢ Come (o a decision abeut its headquarters.

Settlement operation in Kamrup

\. Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari
NSt)  asked : ;

L1. Will the Minister of Revenue be pleased to state—

(2) When the present settlement operation in Kamrup
‘15 to be completed ? G gl

e e Y

*Speech not corrected.
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(6) Whether Government have decided to decentralise
settlement work in Kamrup and to run the settle-

ment operation circlewise instead of in zones as in
the last resettlement ?

(¢) Whether the Settlement Officer is a touring officer

requiring to keep constant contact with the Assise
tant Settlement Officer’s offices ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that of the total fourtcer
Assistant Settlement Officers four are posted in the
south bank of Kamrup around Gauhati and ten
are in the north bank of Kamrup District ?

(e) If so, what purpose will be served to allow the
Settlement Officer to continue to work from
Gauhati ?

(/) Whether for the efficiency and better manageiment

overnment propose to shift the office of the
Settlement Officer from Gauhati to 2 central
place in the north bank of Kamrup District ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :
11.(a)—By 30th June 1962.

(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Yes.
(d)—There is one Assistant Settlement Officer for each

circle. In the north bank there are 10 circles and in the south
3 circles.

(e)—For the efficiency and better management of the
Rescttlement Operation it is necessary that the office of the
Settlement Officer is located at the district headquarters where
he can draw on the records kept there and Raiyats also get a
wider field for legal advice.

(f)—No.

Shri PRABHATNARAYAN CH'AI._TDHURY (Nalbari-
East) : Are Government aware that it is very expensive on
the part of the Government and for the Settlement Officer to
tour in the cutlying areas in the north bank of the Kamrup
District and for the aggrieved persons outlying areas to seck
redress in the office of the Settlement Officer at Gauhati ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Jtisnota fact, Sir.

1
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Calling attention to matters of Public inportance

My, SPEAKER : We have got two calling attention
notices. In view of the fact that the information could not be
collected, at the instance of the hon. Ministers, and in consulta-
tion with the hon. Members it has becn decided that this 1s
to be taken up on Tucsday next.

Motion to comsider the situation in the Assam-East
Pakistan Border

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the situation in the Assam-
Fast Pakistan border be taken into consideration.

On the 26th March and 9th April last, I made two
statements on the floor of the House on the subject of border
incidents in the Assam-East Pakistan border. I gave an
account of the meeting of the Commissioners and the agree-
ment reached for an eflective cease-firc on the entire Assam-
Fast Pakistan border. The Deputy Seccretarics of the External
Affairs Ministries of India and Pakistan also met at Karim-
ganj and Sylhet on the 26th and 27th April last and discussed
the border disputes without coming to any conclusion.

9. There have been border incidents in the past also.
Usually, after the incidents were over and cease-fire was agreed
to, the status quo  was respected. It has been noticed in the
incidents taking place this year that every cease-fire has
been taken advantage of by the Pakistani side to extend their
aggression and_cncroachment. Asfor instance, in  the Surma
river which is Indian territory, illegal fishing and cultivation of
the char land with the backing of armed forces was continued
even after the cease-fire, It is understood that even the
Central Government of Pakistan had agreed that there would
be no fishing by Pakistanis in  Surma river which direction
was not carried out by the locai authorities. The Pakistanis
had constructed some trenches and bunkers by encroaching
into the Madanpur Tca Estate towards the end of March.
After the cease-fire, these bunkers were occupied by their
armed forces which kept up threatening attitude to the
labourers of the garden interfering wi i k. Protests

M g with their wor
at the district and Government level brought no result. On
the 11th May last, on the labourers’ refusal to leave their legitl-
mate work, they were threatened and fire was opened on (A
which was returned by our border patrol. The firing wa
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extended from 12th May to Boropunji, Mahisasan, Latu and
other areas and indiscriminate firing took place against several
bordering villages. The Latu Bazar, school, Post Oflice,
Dispensary, Mahisasan Railway Station, etc., came under aitack.
A joint enquiry by the Deputy Commissioners was proposed
by our side and we offered to show the boundary i~ Madanpur
tea garden on the spot through surveyors. While Pakistan
agreed to a joint enquiry, they did not accept the surveyors to
be associated with it for the simple reason that they had
committed a clear encroachment of Indian territory. Our border
forces were compelled to return the fire in all sectors. In order
to bring further pressurc on us on the 15th of May, con:pletely
unprovoked fire was opened_on boatmen on the Piyain river
preparing to come to Dawki Bazar along the river.  This was
followed by the attack on Dawki Town, bridge and all other
targets in the Dawki area.

The Pakistan Government suggested bringing about a cease-
fire and arrangea meeLix}g of _the Deputy Commissioners which
was agreed to by our side. Later on, they approached the
Central Government to have a meeting at the Chief Secretaries’
level which was also agreed to. In the exchange of telegrams
in connection with cease-fire, it was made clear by our side that
the status quo in all the sectors, wiz., Surma river, Madanpur
Tea Estate, Piyain riverand Dawki, should be reverted to on
cease-fire. There were no comments or objections to these from
the Pakistani side at the time. A cease-fire was ‘brought
about from the midnight of 23rd May, 1958, in all the sectors.
In the firings that took place up to that date from March,
1958, two Indian nationals lost their lives and nine were injured.
A good deal of loss of property in the shape of damage to
houses, banana plants, bamboos, betel nut trees,  vegetables,
cattle, goats, fowls, etc., were reported. In Dawki Bazar, bazar
goods including betel leaves, etc., were abandoned and logg
due to the treacherours anC_l‘ullPTOV_Oked firing. The loss Caused
by interruption to cultivation, fishing E}Hd other
occupation of the people cannot be readily calculated. Iy the
Cachar area as well as from Dawki and necighhouring villages
over thousand persons had to evacuate from t_heir homes and
had to be given shelter and food until the iring stopped and
they could return home. Government sanctioned relief in hop
the districts,

3. As has been mentioned by me earlier, no sooner
cease-fire agreed to, fresh preparation for aggyession by
reinforcements on the border, digging of bunkers and tr

was
heavy
enches
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throughout the border were reported along with :1ggressi\-'e
acts in contravention of the status quo. In the Piyain river,
our boatmen were thercatened with firing and basecless protests
were made against our nationals using the river. It may be
recalled that by an agreement between the Deputy Com-
missioners of Sylhet and Khasi and Jaintia Hills in 1951 and
1952, the river has been {reely used by our nationals whiie
therc is a territorial dispute  about the alignment of the
boundary which has not yet been demarcated. In the Surma
river also, Pakistan has been claiming midstream of the river,
while it lies entirely in Indian territory. To prevent harship
o Pakistani nationals living on the river bank, by an agrec-
ment in 1954, Deputy Commissioner, Cachar, allowed
Pakistani civilians to ply their boats along the river for bona
fide journey purposcs. Even under the gravest provocation,
we have not gone back on this agreement which has been
taken advantage ol by Pakistan to enforce a claim upto the
midstream of the river by illegally fishing by their nationals,
cultivation on the char lands, ctc. In addition to the provo-
cative acts on Surma river, and Piyan rniver the cncroachment
in Madanpur teca garden by construction o the bunker was not
vacated by the Pakistani side.

4. The Chief Sccretarics of Assam and East Pakistan mect
at Dacca on the 25th and 26th June last. In the meantime
there was also a talk of discussion of border disputes at the
Central Gevernment level. Qur Chief  Sccretary proposed
that in order to remove friction on the border' and creai€
conditions fovourable for a settlement of the outstanding
disputes, the status quo as existed on the Assam-gast Pakistan
porder on the Ist March, 1958, before this year’s border
incidents started should be reverted to and strictly adhered
to. This was not accepted by the Pakistani side which made
fantastic and baseless statements about the actual status quo:
The mecung ended in a failurc cxcept reiterating the neec
to maintain ceascfire in the interest of friendly relations.

5. It became quite clear that Pakistan was following 2
deliberate plan to change the status quo by force and indulge
in fresh encorachment and aggression. Information continu€
to be received about heavy troop movements and reinforcements
on the border including placing of heavy guns opposite Dawki
and feverish digging of trenches and bunkers all along thff
border, particularly opposite Khasi and Jaintia Hills and Cachar-
Throughout the month of June, there were a few o
stray firings which were not replicd to by our side” Wit

averted any general flare-up.
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6. As soon as the preparations for fresh  aggression were
complete, new incidents began to be reported. On the 5th of
July, Pakistan forces encroached into a betel-nut cultivation of
a Khasilady and constructed a bunker there which  they
occupied. On the same day, on the Surma river, while a boat
belonging to a tca garden was broceeding with valuable cargo, it
was lorcibly seized by Pakistani Armed Police and nationals.
The boat of two fishermen was also similarly seized within the
next few days. As a result of protests, the East Pakistan
Government agreed toreturn the boats and contents and
release the boatmen.  According to reports  received so far, the
boat belonging to the garden and the contents have been released
but the boatmen have not been released yet as promised. The
fishing boat and the nets have also not been released. This
merely shows what respect Pakistant 1gca] officers have for
their Government’s orders.

7. The present series of Border firings started on the 6th
T Ez}rly In the evening, the Pakistani forces
fired four rounds against Leverputa outpost on the Surma
alyeiey: This fre was nof. febrned by our side which is under
ftrico intructions not o retum stray fire. From after midnight,
however, a pre-meditated plan of aggressio : t
by the Pakistani forces Opening heavy fir
Pirnager Nijjalalpur, Natanpur and ofher
Tiverwhich fre was returned by oyr forces in defence. During
the early hours of the morning of the 7th, Pakistani forces also
occupied Tukcrgr‘am Vlna.ge which is undisputed Indian territory
across the Kushiyara river OpPposite  Bhanga. Firing has
continued ever since against villages and police outposts in the

area and as a result of this indiscriminate firing, four Indian

citizens have so far been killed and six injured during this month.
Considerable disruption has been caused t

the people in the area and Bhanga Bazar and villages like
Leverputa, Sadirkhal, Bhaperchak have been partially ogr wholly

evacuated. In the C a_Chal”_Sector, firing was extended from the
15th August by the Paletf}m against Madanpur, Boropunji,
Mahisasan and Latu and Intermittent exchange of firing is
continuing.

8. Opposite Khasi and Jaintig Hill
movements and‘ reinforcementg and the othesr’
were being not;ced.' From the 1lth Ay ust, the bord was
Practically scaled without any ngtjce oo T el 1y S vilians
allowed to cross over. On the 192¢1 August, evenn thlé Pakistani

very heavy troop
aggressive activities
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postman did not come to accept the mails  at Tamabil border
and Tamabil area was reported to be evacuated. There
were preparations for a deliberate attack against Dawki which
took place on the night of 12th August and the Pakistani
forces opened fire on our Latangtilla border outpost and later
on firing was directed against Dawki Town and other targets
in the town as well.  This firing, however, came to an end from
the 13th morning and except for a few rounds fired on the 14th
night, there has been mno more firing in this area. In
the Patharia rescrve forest encroachment by the Pakistanis
was reported. They had dug bunkers and trenches and
were given armed cover to their civilians trespassing into
the forest and removing bamboos and forest product. Action
was taken to send patrols and open outposts there and the
encroachments have been practically cleared. Effective measures
have been taken to prevent fresh encroachment. There
was firing in the Patharia sector also from the 15th
August afternoon.

According to the latest report received, the Pak forces fired
heavily on Mahisasan with LMG. on the night of August 20.
They also continued firing at Barapunjee, Latu, Modanpur
Sutarkandi, Bhanga, Pirnagar, Natunpur, Rampur, Liverputa,
Harinagar, Sadirkhal, Chandinagar and other villages adjoin-
ing our Harinagar and Liverputa B. O. Ps. People of these
villages have started evacuation due to heavy Pak firing.

9. I have briefly outlined the present position. Both the
State and Central Governments are fully aware of the situation
and we have taken ample measures for defence of our nationals
and territory. It is not in the mnational interest, however, 10
discuss those details here. On the basis of status gquo Pakistan
has definitely encroached in the village of Tukergram, a cornct
of Madanpur Teca Estate. Our border forces have given
a good account of themselves in all sectors. We have receive
a number of telegrams from the Fast Pakistan Government
accusing our border forces of aggressive action and making
other baseless allegations. As I mentioned earlier, the technique
adopted 1s one of starting shooting first or committing an
encroachment which is backed by a baseless protest accusing
our side. These protests are followed up by further protests
when our side has to act in self-defence and return the fire-
Our policy has been outlined by Prime Minister _in Parliament
that we want to resolve border disputes in a civilised way ¥
discussion. We have made it clear to the Pakistan Govern-
ment that the full responsibility - of violation of the cease-fire
and other aggressive activities rests on their side and the
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responsibility for repercussions and consequences of their action
have also to be shouldered by them. Continuous false pro-
paganda is being ﬂ_ladC in the Pakistani radio and press about
India’s aggressive intentions and that our forces have attacked
them or taken.Pakistan’s_territ()ry_ Weiare not jnterested in
Pakistan’s territory and in no area our border forces have
encroached even an inch of Pak territory. We cannot. how-
ever, tolerate encroachment of our territory or attacks on onr
border police or our civilians, As I mentioned earlier, the
Pakistan side js following a deliberate plan of it b
immediate ObjCCtiYC of which is to alter the sfatus quo and gain
un_due a.dvantage in the disputed arcas. In course of fulfilling
this design, they have shgwn uiter disregard (o agreements
and to the sanctity of_ qulan territory., They are also i
pressure tactics by bringing our populated centres, line of com-
munications, etc., under fire wherever it suits them. In cvery
area, determined and firm action in defence s being taken by
our side and the Qovc;‘nment will not spare any paing i this
behalf. Our position is very clear that as long as aggression
continues, we shall take Necessary  defensive  measures (o the
best of our ability.
) 1,0' As the House is aware, a meetir{g at the Foreign Secre-
taries’ level is to take place at Karachi on the 30th August.
There is also talk of a meeting of the Prime Milisters of
India and Pakistan. Consistent with our nationg] policy of
peaceful Sffti.lemsant of disputes, we have been exercising
utmost restraint in the face of provocation to bring about an
atmosphere COIl.ducive of a cool and calm discussion of the
disputes and their settlement across the conference table. So
far as the disputes between FEast Pakistan and Assam are
concerned, they are essentially simple and can be solved if there
is a will to solve them in a reasonable manner. Unfortunately,
however, it has not been possible to make much progress
about the settlement of the dfspupes which have been discusse]
in previous conferences -also in view qfthc totally unreasona-
ble attitude taken up by the Pakistan side. I only hope that
in the coming talks, b_f:tter sense will prevail and attempts will
be made to solve the disputes with the same sense of reasonable-
ness and reciprocity which we are always prepared to extend.
Mr. SPEAKER : .Su far as allotment of time for
discussion of this motion is concerned, T would like to be guided
by the hon. Members of this House whether they would
like to have the whole day ora _part of the day for discussion.
Mav I know what is the desire of the L_(‘.ader of the House ?
Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALTHA ' (Chief Ministe<) :
Sir, it all depends wupon the hon. Members of the House.
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I am quite prepared for any decision which the House would
like to take.

Myr. SPEAKER : Isit the desire of the House that we
should continue the debate for the whole day ? :

(After a pause)

Then we will have four hours time. Out of this time,
I would like to know how much time the Leader of the House
will take. I think he will have some 45 minutes or an hour.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Sir, that will do.

Mr. SPEAKER : In case half an hour is given to the
leaders of the diflerent parties in the Assembly then another
two hours will be left. If an hon. Member is allowed
to speak for 15 inutes then eight hon. Members can
participate in the debate. I supposein consonance with the
spirit of the rules, although it is a motion, the Speaker has
the right to prescribe time limit. But in this case, I would like
to be guided by the rules applicable to resolutions.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) - Mr. Speaker
Sir, we are very thankful to the Leader of the House for bring-
ing this very vital matter before the House and giving us an
opportunity to express our views on the subject. Sir, the
situation in the border today is not a headache. Itis a grow-
ing cancer. Unless we take adequate step to stop this cancer
we will be ina very critical situation. The border situation
involves not only the peace and tranquility of the State but
also the security and integrity of our country. The firing has
been going on, as the Leader of the House has just now stated,
from March till this day and the firing is not only confined to
a particular spot but almost the whole border is involved and
this firing is not a blank firing. The firing has been going on
with some purpose. Some people have been killed and some
more people have been injured and property and other things
have been damaged. We have also been told about the fishing
in our fisheries by the Pakistani nationals and kidnapping ©
fishermen by Pakistani nationals. I am glad, Sir, the Leader
of the House has stated all this. The firing from its duration
and intensity can not be called accident and stray firing, but
this is as the Chief Minister has said the firing is with a purpose
to change the stafus quo and he has rightly characterised it as a8~

1 indicati . ; id all this,
gression and indicative of a planned firing. Having sal¢ ©
the Chief Minister has just now told us that the G_overnmelrllt
would want to take adequate steps befitting the gravity of the
situation. Sir, what I feel is this that the measures taken by
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the Government up till now is not adequate to stop firing and
force Pakistan to adopt civilised methods to settle a problem.
Sir, when we are dealing with Pakistan, T would request every-
one not only within this House but outside also not to take the
present problem on communal line. After all Pakistan is a Sove-
reign State and India is a Sovereign Republic and the matter is
of international character and the question of communalism
cannot come in. This is a problem of how to settle disputes
between two independent countries and the question of religion
or community is irrelevant altogether. When we say that the
question really devolves as a question of behaviour between two
neighbouring nations, and how we should behave ourselves to

solve a common problem. Such problems whether they are sup. <

posed or real should be discussed and solved round the table,
But we have seen that Pakistan do not believe in sitting round
the table and talking across the table to solve her problems. |
do not know what is the problem between India and Pakistarp,
except Kashmir and Ganal Water Disputes. So far as Assam
is concerned there is no problem. If there is any problen,
which is yet to be solved regarding demarcation of boundaricg
it was not necessary to resort to firing and that too in an indis.
criminate and concerted manner on civilian population who ape
un-armed and thereby creating disorder among the civiligy,
population. Sir, I quite understand a situation when there i
war, I also know what is peace. But what I do not understanj
is a situation where the naighbouring nation resorts to unprg,._
voked firing without having declared a war with mortarg,
machinguns and deadly weapons. I have seen the other day
in Hindusthan Standard and other newspapers pictures ang
photos showing how people are living in trenches and
dug-outs in rain and under the sun. I have also seen reports
about Dawki areas. The bazar there has been closed an'l the
life of the people have been paralysed. In Bhangabazar and
other places, the lives and properties of the people arcin
danger and normal life has been paralysed. In Karimganj
and other places hundreds of our civilian population have beep
evacnated. There i1s no war between Hindusthan and Pakig_
tan. We are in the best of terms with Pakistan. Her accre-
dited representatives who are in India and even in Shillon‘
could easily talk over matter with us and avoided the vandalism
And yet we are to leave such vital matters to the local officialg
and to their sweet will. I could not appreciate the distinction
ihat the Lendcr of the House sought to make between the local

.
'S

officials of Pakistan and the Government. T cannot accept this o

arsument and I have no doubt if the local Pakistan o flicials have
been acting in the manner they are acting they are so doing at
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the instance oi the Pakistan Government and 1 can’t believe they
could not have been disciphined it the Pakistan Government really
did not like it. We would be committing a great blunder if we
dupe oursclves to such a proposition, Sir, it 1s neccessary tO
appreciate the position to look into the whole series of events
and study 1t carclully keeping in mind Pakistan’s past behavi-
ours. 1tis not merely a skirmush, a case of stray firing from
the side of Pakistan, there s some plan behind it and perhaps
they want to occupy svine portion of the Indian territory—grab
it so to say and for that Pakistan have been resorting to firing
from across the border killing our unarmed and innocent
civilian population and destroying the properties of our people
and creating an atmosphere of alarm and fear. Is this a skirmish
on our border as has been stated by some of our people ?
After all, this whole thing has to be looked intoin the back-
ground of Kashmir and also in  the background
internal  allairs in Pakistan. So far as Kashmir is
concerned, Pakistan has lost face. We are also in aquagmire.
We do’'t know what to do. It has taken so many years
to settle Kashmir. Pakistan perhaps now think that it is
not possible to advance in the Kashmir front, the perhaps
want to open a sccond front here in this farthest and softest
part of India, and that softest part has been found here
in Assani.  Perhaps they are under the impression that if they
can open a second [ront here and occupy a part of our territory
our Prime Minister m his anxiety to stick to the principles
may wcll say of Panch Shil, “‘let us not put ourselves one against
the other and sette the matter in U.N.O.” But we do mnot
know what is up the sleeve of Pakistan. We do not know
what they are aiming at. S0 it is better that we should
take into account this possibility of their wanting to open
a sccond front herc also and move with caution and keep and
keep themselves prepared for any eventuality.

As I have said, Sir, there is also the internal problem In
Pakistan. We are told that on the 10th September, the Pakis-
tan Pakistan Prime Minister Firoze Khan Noon may meet our
Prime Minister across the table, but it is also to be seen whether
Firoze Khan Noon remains in office till then (laughter)
It may be that another Prime Minister of Pakistan will comeé
and say, “Well. we are not bound by these letters’. Secondly,
we, also know 'that almost every ‘month there is a change€©
Government both in West Pakistan and East Pakistan. 1he
internal situation in Pakistan 1s not very happy 25 we get all

g ] z istan just tO
sorts of renotts from the papers. It may be that Pakistan ]
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divert the attention of the people from the internal (roubles
and in her pursuit for Leben squm in India and in Assam
particularly, may be indulging in this dangerous time. I do
not say that that is the state of affairs, but I do not want to rule
out the possibility that being the state of aflajrs there now.
Therefore, when we discuss Pakistan we have to remember
also the way how Pakistan has been violating one agreement
after another, The Nehru-Liaquat Pact was signed  with all
solemnity and with all the best wishes from hoth sides, but
who was that first violated it that Pact ? It was Pakistan that
violated that Pact and Pakistan will go on violating Pact afler
Pact and Agreement after Agreement with Impunity, So, Sir,
when a country behaves in the manner which is not at all
civilised, which is not in accordance with the tering of Panch-
shilla, it is our duty also to see that that country behaves in a
proper manner. When our Home Minister, Pandit Govind
Balabh Pant, made a statement here, the Pakistan Prime
Minister immediateiy after his arrival protested against it., From
this it can be seen that even that statement earried some mea-
ning to them and if we only try to remain firm and determined
they will have to come around toa civilized way of life.

Sir, while the Chief Minister spoke about the incidents
in the border areas particularly in the Tukergram area
as also in Karimganj area and other places he unfortunately
did not mention about Mankachar—I don’t know why,
But the other day I read in the papers that a Char in Man-
kachar has also been occupied. I do not know how far
three is truth in this report but this came out in the papers.
I naturally expected that the Chief-Minister would speak also
about this occupation. If it be true, Sir, then it is not only
a question of demarcation of border near Sylhet and Cachar,
between India and Pakistan but it has taken a different
character altogether for this is not dispute regarding the border
near Mankachar nor regarding Tukegram. Secondly, Sir, this
boundary line has been there since 1948-49 and no incident of
this nature took place so long—there might have been some such
dispute in the Western side of Pakistan but on this side there had
been no incidents at least of this magnitude, Why all on a
sudden this has taken this magnitude now ? I cannot re-
concile myself to the position that this is only a boundary
dispute between India and Pakistan. I feel that something
more is at stake with Pakistan and therefore, they have taken to
this hazardous endeavour and we, as their adjacent neighbour
and as their well—wishers, should try to teli them that this
hazardous endeavour will not take them anywhere but it
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will only spell ruin to the country and spoil their own country.
Sir. thereis a talk of ‘tep level talks” we are tired of hearing
about these things, we are tired of hearing of ‘paper protests’
also. We who sit here in Shillong may be complacent about
these things, we may console ourselves by saying, ‘“ Well every-
thing has been done””, but let us think about those people
living in the border areas whose lives arc at stake, who have
to live in trenches and dug-outs in coustant fear being killed
by firing. No amount of swect words from here can save thelr
lives. We must consider, Sir, as I have said, that it 1s mainly
a question of peace and tranquility of this State that we are
discussing here. We cannot here discuss the defence of the
country, that is for the Parliament to discuss. But so far
as peace and tranquility of the State is concerned we are vitally
concerned. In those areas because there I evacuation,
because there is paralysis of the daily normal life of the
people, how can we expect the programme of the Five-Year
Plan to be executed ? How can we expcct the people
to take to their normal avocation ? We have known
Vyhat is a rehabilitation  problem and what is a re-
fugee problem, but today if we sec agaln within the State
another refugee problem is being created and people have to
be evacuated from one area to another, where will it lead
us ? We know also about the difficulties of our tribal brethern
who live in the border areas. whose trade with Pakistan has
been closed. As you know, Sir, before Independence these
people used to trade with Pakistan, they could purchase things
from Pakistan as well as sell their things to Pakistan an
thereby they could live happily. But since partition of the
country, they have lost all trade and now over and above
that whatever little they have, that too is being threatened .
Therefore when we discuss about this border situation, 1t1°
done more with a view to render succour and relief to these
people; we discuss with the end in view that Pakistan shou

not be allowed to continue in this uncivilised manie.
because every firing causes disruption in the normal life of the
people and hampers our developmental activity. We want the
Central Government to warn boldly the Pakistan Government
to StOp this unprovoked ﬁring- The other day’ in the Unlth
Nations Organisation when the question of Middle East was
being discussed, the President of America, M. Elsenhmfgn’
spoke much about ¢ indirect aggression. He said that g =
such a situation is created by any foreig! power lngnieted
country, even then it comes within the orbit of the, direct
Nations Organisation to intervene and he termed it as annairett
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aggression. Here it is not an indirect aggression but here it is
a direct aggression, Here Pakistan has resorted to firing—Kkill-
ing Indian citizens, damaging their properties  aiid occupying
Indian territory.  If we have any respect for Panch Shilla—
we have t0 act in a manner thatwill keep these principles.
Panch Shilla is not a negative attitude towards peace. It
demands of mnations positive actions to maintain peace
and brotherhood amongst nations. It isour duty to sce
that aggression is stopped. Sir, when we consider about the
measures taken in this respect—measures taken up till-now we
are not satisfied with their adequacy. We have only put the
border police force and the security forces to guard our bor-
ders. What I would suggestis that if Pakistan does not come
round and does not behave in a mannter that is desired of
a Sovereign nation, it is our right, it is our duty to defend
ourselves as the Chief Minister said in course of his speech.
That detence means, if they fire one shot, we must fire two;
if they kill one person, we should kill two. There is an end
to everything. We have not on unlimited reserve of patience.
We should not only make a show of firing. I want our border
security should be strengthened. VY7/e do not want an inch of
our land to be occupied by Pakistan. If there is firing from
their side, there should be equal firing from our side so that
Pakistan may know that by putting their finger in the fire
they burn theirs, and that it does not burn others. Secondly,
we want there should be no trade in that portion of our ter-
ritory between Pakistan and India. I know it will cause some
hardship to our people, but I am sure, it will cause more hard-
ship to Pakisten. It i3 necessary, specially when they do not
behave properly and do not like to discuss things round
the table and in such a situation there is no meaning in car-
rying on trade. Thirdly, I want those who have lost their
lives and have suffered damages. should be compensated, not
from our treasury but from the coffers of Pakistan, In the
Secretaries’ level or the Prime Ministers’ level conference, we
should demand that as these are the result of their aggres
sion and unprovoked firings, therefore these people must be
compensated by them and in the interim period we should

sec that not @ single people suffers and they are given adequate
compensation.

Sir, when we discuss about Pakistan, the question  of
Naga hostiles becomes important., After all, the whole situa-
tion has to be looked into in a broader perspective and all
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these moves and countermoves become relevant. Unfortunately
the Naga hostiles ate following a suicidal path. We want
them to be equal citizens of India, we want to give them
cqual facilities, but they want to secede from India and
they want to take help of Pakistan in this matter.

Yesterday in the Lok Sabha. the Home Minister replied that
even there are reports that some Nagas are being given training
outside India, 1n Pakistan. There is also the repor? that these
Naga people were also being guided by some people here
from India to Pakistan. 1 do not know how far these reports
have been corroborated by enquiry, but if that be so, it 1s our
bounden duty to see that such traitors are not allowed to remain
here. Sir, we want to have the best of feeling with Pakistan, but
how can we have that fecling when they have taken advantage
of the diplomatic relation 7 We have seen in Shillong the
clandestine activities of the Pak High Commissioner bringing
the Naga hostiles to their office and collecting and giving infor-
mation to these hostiles. thereby affecting the very sovereignty of
the State. Then how can we have with Pakistan feeling of
friendship ? Sir, this again brings me into the question of illegal
infiltration into our State. We have heard that thousands—it
may be two to three thousands—of peoplc have migrated to
India without uny passport illegally. It is also said that some
of them have been carrving on espionage or some such activities.
I do not know how far it is true. DBut a tense situati_on has
been created, as a result of this news of illegal infiltration. *
this illegal infiltration is going on, it is necessary to S€€ that
it is stopped.®*** The other day I read in the newspape
that a man was arrested at Numaligarh with & (ransmitter
and some papers in his hand and T would also request the
Government to take, at least in the border areas, a re-assessmen
of the position, to see how many people are Indian citizens an
how many people are not Indians and without any passpo! B5.
am sure we shall find quite a lot of the people who have infiltrate
into India and if we take some pain we shall find out W.
they have come. Atthe same time 1 have to tell oul minorit
community living in the border that there is 2
that when thC Vil]_a,ge Tukergram was ()C,Cl_lpied,. it
community crossed over to Sylhet and the majority commun
crossed over to India. I know their difficulties- o Coranite
their relations in the neighbouring _areas, tthéy minorit
to take shelter there, but in a matter like thlsés to generate

community should behave in such a manne® ‘=~ o ntry
oyal and have faith in their OWH

feeling that they arc 1 e T

R Expunged by order of the Speaker.
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their security and that they ar
the country is attacked. Ty is
the majority communities tos
see thatnotan inch of land ;
not a single person is. killed
other country, Sir, so far
country is concerned, there

cready to fight to the last man if
the duty of both the minority and
tand united in such a situation and
15 occupied by another country, that
and his property is damaged by the
as this question ofdefence of the
15 no difference between us and the
satisfied with the measures taken by
ction of our territory and the people
living there. We do not want only paper protests. We want some-
thing real and effective. We want to remain where we are. We are
ready to sacrifice our lives for the defence of our country. I am
quite sure in this matter we stand united. In our fight for the inde-
pendence of our country, we sacrificed many lives, many went to
gallows, many suffered death. Mothers anid widows of some of
these martyrs still shed tears for the loss of their beloved ones.
Thatis the tale of our struggle. Having own independence through
such suffering and sacrifice wo should be determined to preserve
our independence if need be by similar sacrifice and we are deter-
mined not to allow Pakistan to trample over our independence,

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
Mr, Speaker, Sir, at the outset I would like to thank the Leader
of the House for giving the statement regarding the border
situation: this morning and for opening this discussion. It is good
that instead of a secret session, there has been a very open
‘discussion on this matter. Because we have got nothing up in
our sleeves, there should be no room for speculation of any kind.
Sir, I am not going to enter into the details that have been placed
by the ‘Leader of the House, noram I going to repeat the
things that have been stateq by my Friend, the Leader of the
Opposition. T know that when two countries are in none-too -
friendly relations there might be sometimes border skirmishes,
there might be sometimes firings and cross firings. Such things
are not very unusual, and therefore I am not very much purturbed
over any stray cases of firings. But1 think there has been a
qualitative difference in the situation since 6th of August, 1958.
I am going to relate that. But before I do so,’let it be made very
clear that we have got absolutely no ill-wil] to the people or the
Government of Pakistan. We want to live in the friendliest
possible relationship with _our immediate neighbours, and when
our Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehruz said the other
day that we want to h'ave the closest and the friendliest possible
relationship with Pakistan and we ‘want to solve all our disputes
round the table and through the civilised channels of discussions,
well, I think, we all agree with his view. Tam not ope who
wants to be in a  state of despair for every stray case of firing
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or the like, who want to be in a state of war for such happenings
with Pakistan. I am not a war-monger. I am not going to be so
casily provoked. I know if Pakistani forces poke their noses
into an inch of Indian territory, our forces are strong enough to
assert themselves. I know, if they decide to launch a war
against our country our army is strong enough to give them a
crushing defeat. So Iam not at all worried about the possibi-
lity or the probability of the designs of the Pakistan Govern-
ment. But one thing is, of course, true that in spite of all the
comparative weakness of the Pakistani Armed Forces and in spite
of the fact that there has been a great deal of internal difficuliies
and troubles inside Pakistan leading to frequent changes in the
Government, how 1s it that Pakistan dares to make this sort of
unprovoked attacks ? Mr. Goswami has sought to relate and
connect two diflerent types of difficulties which are around
Assam, the difliculty coming from the Naga Hostiles and the dif-
ficulty from the Pakistan borders. He showed or at least, sought
to show this connection f{rom certain communications that
passed between them hoth. Now, there is still another force,
a still bigger, force, which perhaps, he omitted to mention and
which is at the root of all these. We all know that now-a-days
no nation can remain aloof from any international situation,
:m(.I in international field our nation has got a specific position
which is not very much appreciated by some very big powers.
They want us to be always in  a tense situation, they want us to
be in a state of nervousness so that we may not be able to take
any strong step against the designs of war mongers. Pakistan
wants to feed fat on this. So we see that whenever there is any
trouble for India, be it from the Naga hostiles, be it from the side
of Pakistan or any where else, these bigeer powers do not appear
to understand India’s stand. Itis one of the reasons which has
encouraged the rulers of Pakistan to create the troubles that they
are creating now. But in spite of all these, I beg to repeat that
we have got absolutely no enimosity against the Government or
the people of Pakistan. Whether their Government is progres-
sive or reactionary, it is for the pecople of Pakistan to decide
and answer to their rulers. But so far as we are concerned, from
the 6th of August, as I have already stated, there has come &
situation which has got a qualitative specific character- It has
been reported in the newspapers that the President of the Cachar
District Congress Committee hasg jssued a Press Statement e
cently. I am sure, it has come to the notice of all the Men:l?le\rcsl
of this House. There is also a particular news item publishe .
in some papers. There it has been stated that when a part-oh
the Indian territory, nota disputed territory but whic
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had been and continues to be a part of Indian terri-
tory, was occupied by Pakistani force, Within® the
population there all the inhabitants belonging to the Muslim
community behaved in  a manner which is very alarming as the
report goes. It has been reported that as soon as the Pakistani
forces approached, all the Muslim families welcome them with
slogans, “Pakistan Jindabad’ and then went over to the side of
the Pakistani forces and the others excepting three who could
not move, fled away to the other side of the river Kushiara. I
think this is a situation which is different from the ordinar
border skirmishes. Sir, while meditating on this subject, I am
reminded of a number of speeches of the present Food Minister
of the Government of Assam—the speeches that he delivered in
the Budget Sessions of this Assembly in the years 1954 and 1956
where he in a way demanded to be the representative of the
whole Muslim community of Cachar. Those speeches are there
vrinted in the official report of the Assembly proceedings. When
such a situation was there, when such a glty&ti_()l} was l':)rcwing u
as appears from the statement of the Chief Mml?tcr himself from
the month of March last. I expected that the leaders of the
Muslim community of C‘achar particularly the food Minister
would bz moving about in the district rousing the Muwhm popu-
lation there to stand with cent per cent strength of partriotism to
qive a rebuff to any Pakistan a_g'z,;'rcsslnn'l, t’) d(:no-unccﬁth'c attitude
shown by the Pak Govcr'nmcnt and to give (-:v,lglt'_:?\_.c ‘._sztll the
people of Assam and India t}lat so far as th-:‘ inhabitants o /_\_ssam
are concerned, be they [-I.mdurs or Mll:]l;ﬂff, or as a matter of
that, of any other community, tnzy stand umtcd_ﬁ)r the defence
of the mother country. I expected all the Muslim Members of
this House as well as other important leaders to be at or near
about Tukergram, not for mere show, but with the sincere desire
to enthuse the people there to keep up the morale of the pcople
daring this critical time. But unortunately T have not seen any
such thing being done. I have, Qi‘vcom'qc, scen from some news-
papers reports that  the present Finance j\r‘_f;ims[m' .]1.”.}(1 occasion
to speak in a meeling whr?rg: the present Food Miaister, T am
told, was also present, advising  thos: Musliins with love for
Pakistan to leave India both for their good as well as [or the
good of us all. The present Food Minister who as I have
already told, was also reported to have Deen present there,
did not give any such speech.

It was only the FIinance Minister ‘who gave such a
speech. My suggestion is that even now it is not too late.
If we want to give security and confidence to the people
living on the border, we must sce that there is no communal
tension, the fight against communal tension cannot be a

. A

|
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one way traflic. At present if there is any communal tension
the officers will enforce the dawn to dusk or dusk to dawn
curfew, there will be secticn 144 and thereby communal peace
will be enforced. But. Sir, I say that that is not sufficient,
that is only onc part of the problem. What we want is
that there  should be peace and tranquility in the country
without curfew and without scction 144, A situation should
be created wherein the people will have confidence in them-
selves and in the Governmecat. Sir, so far as hon. Members
of the House in particular are concerned, whether they
belong to the majority or the minority community, they
have got very important and specific responsibility to perform.
It is the duty of leaders of any community to go to the
mass people of that commuuity and say to them that they
should not countenance any provocative agitation or utterance
of the reactionary forces in India or Pakistan and that
there should be no communal tension within the State of
Assam. We must also see that the entire people belong‘i 19
to the minority comununity are not madc objects of suspicion
and subjected to a sense of fecar and insecurity. That 1sa
specific duty of the representatives belonging  to the majority
community. At the same time it is also the duty of the
representatives  of the minority community to go to the

people belonging to that  community and instil in them a
sense of sccurity and an urge 1o prove themselves worthy (?f

If in that way confidence 1s
then I am sure, how-
appear to b:, and
the people will
be

the test that is facing them.
created in the minds of the people,
cver strong the reactionary clements may
whatever power on earth might back them,
not be led astray. By this way peace and sccurity may
established in the country and thatis my frst suggestion.
~ Now, my second suggestion is that we should for a}l
time to come give up the “Two Nation Theory.” At this
juncture I would like to say that unfortunately whenever
things or problems are {0 be discussed or tackled, the
question is approached from communal rather than class
out-look. The atmosphere is there as to whether such an
such persons belong to tne Muslim or Hindu Religion, etc-
Sir, in spite of the fact that we conceded to the _d1v151cin
of India and creation of Pakistan on communal basis fondly
hoping that the problem of the Two Nation Theoty “;fs
solved for all timec to come. in fact we arc su_stamnt}g ezllec-
encouraging communal (livi;ions. Even at tl_le time O S i
ting Ministers, officers or advisers, the question GHORE: B
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to whether this man or that man belongs to this or that
community. Should we discuss the matter in that way °?
After all, why can we not think of the State as a whole
instead of thinking in terms of different religions or com-
munities ? 1f we go on ljke this, in actual practice there
is bound to grow a2 fecling of insccurity among the pcople
and what is more, there is bound to be growing difference
among the People and for their own personal ends, the sell-
seceking leaders will be encouraging all sorts of communal
feelings. That is a great danger which has be:n underlined
by the border incidents between Assam and East Pakistan.
Sir, I am not one who believes that if they give one shot,
we should immediately give two. We may wait for some-
time, if it is necessary  and advisable in consonance with
our Foreign Policy. It is always better to avoid shooting
to kill human beings. T cannot advise Government to take
measures which are Ikely to facilitate war and jeopardise
peace. Nor am I going to advise Government “in favour of
a policy of permanent tension and pressure. Itis true that
in spite of promises and arguments and in spite of discussions
round the table, Pakistan decided not to implemeni the
terms of agreements, (apn I, therefore, say, “Why not close
he frontiers” ? QCan I say, “No truck with Pakistan’’,
“Let them go their owp way and let us go our own way” ?
We can and must settle the disputes in peaceful and civi-
lised way. we cannot scttle things, if we keep these
things open-and allow them to continue as they are, what
becomes ? The result is that the flow of refugees will
continue. We have already seen what a great problem it
has been for Assam (o tackle the problem of refugees and
the problem o thejr rehabilitation. Now, if something un-
toward happens in India, which is apprehended to a certain
extent from the present atmosphere, then the troubles will
be not ten-fold byt hundred-fold. We read in the news-
papers that a Pakistan; spy was arrested in Cachar District
and as a reprisal ag many as J0l innocent pcople belong-
ing to the Hindy community were arrested and detained
in Pakistan. If thege things continue, if liberty and security

be so unsafe in Pakistan, then for the minority community in
Pakistan the t

roubles will be not ten-fold but a hundred-fold
and even the question of transfer of population will arise.
In such an €ventuality, not only hundreds but thousands
and thousands of refigees will be coming to this State.

Sir, at one time a great Leader of India who is no nore
raised the question of transfer of population. At that time

i
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we rightly held that it was a wrong proposition. Should
we allow  the situation to drift to such a pass where the
proposition can be reagitated?  Just after Partition, in West
Pakistan there took place actual transfer of population and the
result was that not hundreds or thousandsbut lakhs of people
belonging to the minority community, almost all non- Mus-
lims, had to {ly away (o India for thcir lives. That happened
in West Pakistan. Due to the unhappy situation in the border
the same situation is apprehended in the East Pakistan also.
Alrcady new streams Of refugees are coming every day.
What are we doing? We are cvicting them from their huts
and hutments from their new homes. Sir, the refugees do not
want conquest of Assam but because their lives have be come
iimpossible and their properties also no longer safe in Pakistan,
so far safcty of their lives, property and religion they have
come and are coming to take shelter in this State. But
when they come, what becomes their lot? Either they arc to
take shelter under the railway overbridge at Gauhati or to
go to Government Reserves where ultimately their houses are
burnt or demolished and they are thus left abegging
from housc to house. If we ave preparcd to take the respon-
sibility of hundreds and thousands of refugees, we should
prove it by facts and not by words. I concede that we may
have to transfer some people whose loyalty is (questionable.
But that cannot be the gencral proposition. Where shall
we place the refugees here if they begin to come in thousands
and lakhs? If we are not prepared to accommodate them,
we should see that the situation is solved mnot by returil
of guns but by discussion round the table in a civilised
way and for doing that it is most important at this
stage to create a condition of an atmosphere where by the
proposed meeting of the Prime Ministers of India and Pakis-
tan may be successful. If this meeting is not cent per cent
successful, I think, there is no reason why it will not be at least
50 per cent successful. If we are prepared to face all the co-
nsequences of a war that is of course another thing, but if we
are not, then we shall have to create a condition for pCaC?ful
solution of the problem and in this not only the representatives
of the majority community but also and more so, the represen”
tatives of the minority community, specially those who are
here, have got an important part to play. I am glad to hear
that day-before-yesterday, some popular leaders of Cachat
district have issued a statement calling upon the PCOplcfor
of Assam and particularly of Cachar to stand as one man.1or
the defence of the country and to fight Pakistant aggression 11
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whatever form or colour it might come. I hope and pray that
other popular leaders also wil do the same by calling upon the
people of the State irrespective of community to stand unitedly
and fight any sort of communalism so that the problem can
be solved peacefully and a condition may be created where
by the meeting of the two Prime Ministers may be successful.
In order to make it successful we are to make our position
strong: and invincible. If the Pakistan Government know
that our position is weak, they may not come to a reasonable
and a.reeable term. If they know that there are fifth colum.
nists in this State and they know that these fifth columnists will
render help to their aggressive designs then they will be enco-
uraged to march into our territory as they will bank upon
the help of these fifth columnist. So the State of Assam and
India as a whole should stand united and show integrity and
solidarity of the country so that Pakistan can know that India
isstrong to resist any atiempt of violation by them.

With these few words, I thank again the Chief Minister
for the upportunity given to us for discussing this burning pro.
blem of the day.

Shri BISWANATH UPADHAYAYA (Patharkandj) .
WA A wgET | oser o ave & WHL GH AN AT IR W & g
g &1 WA &1 gare wer wAT wEET T gH a0 gfaar w1 faan g
zad (o gn @ W+ gy F1 gam @ geEnE A g
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a great country. We have instruction not to return fire to these
goondas. & q¥g TIfFEET AT T AT a9t 21T 97 | foreg g et
T qzeT 471 AT OF 98 Al W qAtd et § 39eT  gE T 97|
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Launch
Assembly was then adjourned for launch tll 2 p. M.
After launch |

Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am very thankful to you for giving m¢
this opportunity to participate in this discussion. As many
Members are very eager to participate in this discussion, I would
not like to tax the paticnce of the hon. Members to any great
length. But, Sir, let me be very frank in my submissions.
am _ not one of those who hold "the opinion that the war is a
biological necessity, I am not one of those who are of the definite
opinion that war is inevitable, that the war will last so long as
the world lasts. I am not one of those who want a war between
Hinausthan and Pakistan. At the same time, Sir, I am not one
of those also who cannot defend themselves, who sadly Eail o420
defend the security of the life and property of the border people
in spite of infinite sources of supply of men and meterial at
their disposal.

_ Sir, let us be frank in this respect that this time one thing
is very remarkable—pattern of firing. All the firings have been
taking place on the entire border. There were firings in the
previous years also, but those firings were of different character.
They were isolated instances, those firings were taking place
only on the disputed areas. But this 1ime,bSir, firings are taking
place not only in disputed areas but on the entire border. For
instance, Dawki which is not a disputed area, but firings are
taking place there as well. This is now a well known fact that
Pakistan has mobilized forces on the entire border of Assam.
This should be marked very well. Sir, I know the reasons
behind these repeated firings.  Iirst, many of the internal pro-
blems have vet to be solved in Pakistan. 1 Jo not proposé t©
go into the details of the internal problems of another country
but it isa fact that Pakistan has so far failed to solve her
internal troubles. The second reason is the East Pakistan an
West Pakistan rivalry.  West Pakistan people want t0 kecp Bias
Pakistan people in a statc of servility. '

' Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, it is not quite rele\_/antht_o
discuss about the internal politics of another country m tf_o’;
debate except, of course, so far as such reference is 1 sary
the purpose of elucidating his points. I hope the hon. i
will remember thi B iGes B e mEecssIey

us and will limit his reference
of the case, -

Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUA: All right

Sir,
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Moreover, Sir, the party now running the administration of
Pakistan do not want an election at the
cause in the event of a General Election at tl
results are likely to rev

present moment be
1€ présent juncture
erse their present position.

Next thing, Sir, I think the Western Powers are
ing behind the scene, They arc also interested in keeping
India and Pakistanin a state of dispute. In a recent issue of a
Pakistani paper, The ‘Dawn ’ has written like this : “The
American experts employed in Pakistan under the U. S. aid
had cost Pakistan 25 thousand dollers every year. This works
out at Rs. 12 thousand Pakistani rupce every month per
expert. The Foreign Aid Enquiry Committee appointed by
the Pakistan Government in jts report has said that these
experts were not always suitable for theiy Jobs.”  The experts
ar¢ not suitable for their jobs, Why are they then going
there ? We should know the resaong behind. But “these things
are not very important. But the most important thing is
this. The initiative for firings has been taken by the Pakistan
Government, mortars and machineguns were indiscriminately
used by them in these firings; bridges have been completely
demolished, traffic has heen closed for few days and the people
had to leave to the interior of villages, Sir, this is one thing,
Then our Government have complefely failed to silence their
guns. Thisis also a very remarkable thing. Now our all India
leaders declared that il they take gp inch of our land, they
will teach them a lesson 1o Pakistan, Well, Sir, now that
Tukergram is already under the occupation of Pakistan, I ask,
whatis that lesson taught to Pakistan by our all India leaders ?
I want to know. In this respect my suggestion is that all the
vulnerable pointin the bordey must be well fortified. If there
is any lack of force, I think oy, armed force is still strong
enough to give a good account of themselves but still if our
Government feel that our force 1s not sufficient to protect the
border, then people’s militia should be raised from amongst
the people, and arms should pe given to them. This is the
only way to protect the life and Property of the border people.
If the Governmen.t falls' to perform its own responsibility, as it
apparently has failed, it s pq the only way to save the
people, their life and pro

Perty. Let them be allowed to save
themselves. Let them be allo

" wed to form people’s defence
committecs; such committees should he representative bodies of
different political parties, and arms should he placed at the
disposal of such committees. Arms placed qt the disposal of

such -ommittees eanpot go (o the hands of disloyal persons,

also work-
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There should be no fear about that, I know our Government,
which has been formed after the British model, are afraid of
arms being placed in the handsof the peoples militia; but I
whatever the present Government may think about the matter,
say, that this is the only way 10 save the people when the Govern-
ment has apparcutly failed to be upto their task. Then, Sir,
proper vigilence also must he kept on those disloyal elements
who ave likely to act or are acting like the Bivisan. Steps
should be taken to bring such persons immediately to book.
Then, Sir, Pakistani nationals must be asked to vacate India
within 100 hours from now on, and the Indian, whether
Hindusthani or Pakistanl or Assamesc Bibhisans should be
immediately brought under the police custody. When peace,
progress and liberty 13 threatened evry soverign country does that
and should do that. Sir, I think all the parties will give
support in this respect aud there should not be any secrecy
from the Government side.  When there is a question of lite, a
question of property, a question of independence, a question of
prestige, a question ol humanity, etc, in this respect, nothing
should be kep: secret by the Government, everything should be
opened. The peopie should be given full liberty to save their
dignity, culture and civilisation. I hope my Friends will
support this and exiend all the possiblt: lleli) at the time 0
any eventuality. Sir, Karl Marx said once that the Russian
bear can do anvthing if it knows that others cannot do anything.
ThCrCfP"Cs 1 sav prepared-ness for self defence, that is the only
way for peace and tranquility. Sir, 1 hope that something
will come up inthe discussion between Mr. Noon and Mr.
Nechru in September. I hope that after the discussion is over,
a good relationship between Hindusthan —and Pakistan will
prevail. At the same time, I hope, the people at large through-
out I'ﬂ.dla Wlll l'iSC up 1o any e\rentua]ity‘ In the name 0o
humanity, in the name ol civilisation and in the name of our
countrv, Sir, I appeal to the leaders of all political parties, tO
the people of my country to stand united together like one man
for any cventuality that may come.

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) IRk
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. Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : Mr. Speaker

Sir, at the very outset I must congratulate the Chief l\iinis-m;
{qr allowing this House to express its views on the border firing

Sir. hon. Members of the House have condemned 1n unc‘qui\'gl
cal terms the border firings resorted to by Pakistan against
India. India has always professed that they do not want any land
from any body. They believe in Panch Sheela and this ideal
has been accepted by most of the world powers. Now, we have
seen that Pakistan has started most unprovoked firings on our
borders. Sir, we arc not aware of the reasons for such unpro-
'vokc-\'l assault by Pakistan. The Radclific Award is there.
I'he Award definitely says that ‘Tukergram is in India but now
the Pakistani troops have occupied it. There are also some
other places which were fired at by Pakistani troops. Why is
this nuisance ? I call this a nuisance; what is the result of this
nuisance ?  Thousands ol our brothers and sisters living in the
border arcas have to leave their hearth and homes and they
liave been put to great miseries in this rainy season. As has
been depicted by the local Members here their miscries know no
bounds. 'They are innocent people living in the borders earning
their livelihood honestly but they have been  thrown now to the
streets. Our Government have been giving them relief but I
have hecard some hon. Members stating that more reliet’ 1s
1}.ccdcd to mitigate their hardship. 1 would request the
(xo-vc‘rnmcnt to marshal their resources in order to render all
reliefs to the victims ol firing. If necessary thev have got to be
evacuated and brought to some safer places and provided with
§heltcr and other facilities for their living. 1 understand, there
is some lapse in this dircction. I hope, Government wouid give
their first attention to this aspect of the matter. Relicf to these
our brqthf.:rs and sisters who arc not responsible for these un-
happy incidents but have become victims should be immediately
rendered. We should ask Government of India also for help in this
respect because this is not the responsibility of this State alone
because these people have been made to bear the brunt of conflict
between two sovercign States. So India should come forward with
substantial aid to the Government of Assam for rendering relief
to the immnocent border pcople_ If necessary, p{’ople Sh()uld be evar
cuated from these border areas and  thesc arcas should b¢
brought under military control. At the saipe timey, W should
place our claim for compensation from Pakistan for the loss ’of
lives and propertics amounting to crores of rupces offtl}tsg
border ‘peoplc. That claim should be p]aCCd and entorcet
on Pakistan.



278 DISCUSSION ABOUT THE BORDER SITUATION [23rD Aua.
OF ASSAM AND EAST PAKISTAN

Now, Sir, as I have already st
strong to rebuff any uncalled for
military have always given good
emergencies.  Our military know well how to deal with things
as they appear ﬁ‘qm time to time and we are sure that India
Government 15 quite alert to the situation in our borders and are
doing everything possible 50 that an inch of Indian territory
cannot be 'illcgal]y and forcibly occupied by Pakistan. But, at
the same time, weshould also see that our iuternal peace and
security are maintaine. Recently, certain incidents have taken
place here and there in the State ‘which have led our leaders to
think that there are agents and collaborators of Pakistan in this
State working among innocent people and creating troubles.
Our Government’s duty is to see that stringent measures are
éakcn against any infiltration of undesirable persons into the
tate.

ated India is militarily quite
attack by Pakistan and our
account ot themselves in such

1 As was reported recently in the Press by Shri Hem Chandra
Chakravart.y that Some Pakistani goondas have cntered Cachar
and they are creating troubles in that district. As a result some

rioting and stabbings took place there, | hope Government would

take strong measures against these Pakistan; goondas, spies and
agents so that they may : .

: 5 not take the opportunity { creating law-
lessness in the State. Pt y o g

ith and othey places in the Tezpur Subdivision
have been occupied by People  whose faces were not known
before.  In this regard I have 4 resolution in this Session and
I have reported to the Government the state of affairs in Tezpur

and urged upon them to ake stringent el
. s ent measures stop such
illegal encroachments, 8 TR e e o

: now from Press »ublication that some of our
Indian nationals are helping th I n that

€ Nagas to cross r to Pakistan,
We also_ know that Pakistan ig hglping SO?{]C Ollfzzgas fn GHENEE
troubles in North Cachar Hills and some other plages. There-
fore, I say that we should be Very mieh saufions and  exde all
measures so that security of oy State is not jeopardised. In this
connection, I would suggest to the Chief Minister that arrange-
ment should be made s

€ me 0 as to enable our M. [,. Ag. may visit the
bhorders areas in different batches o that they may acquaint

themselves with th_e present state of affairs in the border areas
and suggest remedies and console the people who are in distress.
A tense situation 1s prevailing in Cachar District, where distrust
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has sprung up amobvg the people there. [n order to remove such
distrust the people’s representatives and (Gongress workers who
can face the situation properly should be allowed to go there so
that such incidents may not s[;r(?a(l to other parts of Assam and
there may be an end ol these unhappy things. These representa-
tives of the people and Congress workers should organise meet-
ings and advice the people to be peaceful, harmonious, united
and strong. If the people become united, strong and organised
then the fifth columnists will never venture to raise their head.
Sir, I beg to state that in 1950, by the efforts of the leaders of
the public, people’s 1‘(‘.}.)1‘t'.seluati\'c.~; and Congress workers, who
moved from place to place, the tense situation prevailing at that
time was brought under control and peace Wwas restored. We
should take strong measures to nip such troubles in the bud so
that these troubles may not happen again.

Lastly, Sir, I beg to suggest that Government should also
take Steps for organising a section of the Indian Territorial Force
in this state so that ourkvmmg boys may enlist themselves In t}mt
Force in order that they may also defend their country against
such incidents as are Iu.q)l)eﬁing Nnow.

~ With these few words, Sir, I again congratulate the Chief
Minister for giving this opportunity to the Members of the
House to express their views on the border firing.

Thank you, Sir.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, after the Chief Minister had made a statement
on the present border situation giving the House as muc
1‘nformauon as was possible, I thought there was no necessity
for me to speak on this occasion. ” But, Sir, lest my silence
should lead to a misconstrution in some quarters have
reluctantly decided te say a few words. But before I do so
would like the hon. Members to bear in mind that I had never
betore spoken on any occasion nor am 1 going to speak today
to address any particular community. Ever since 1 came O
the public life and the work I have been doing in that capacity
has been an open chapter for all of my friends to see. Ev;:;
when in pre-partition period the Muslim cague Was 2.
highest peak when it was difficult for 2 Muslim to go 38!
the Muslim League I was not f‘riqhtel]ed 11‘1 the
I faced the fury of the Muslim League and £
without caring for my life, for my property of
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in the country. ‘Therefore, Sir, whenever T spoke¢ in that
atmosphere I spoke in (otal disregard and disapproval of
a communal out-look. As ason of India I disapproved of
comimunal politics and felt that partition of India was against
the interest of the countrv, Today if I say these few
words I want to disabuse my 1'riends opposite that I do not say
these words because they ‘UI'LE,{' that members ol a particular
community should speak ‘out this word but because [ feel that
as a citizen of India it is mv duty as of any other to bear gnocl'
will, feeling and friendliness among our people. A citizen of
India, whether he is a Hindu, Christian or Muslim has Eth‘\"d}:?‘i
to strive and work for the integrity, security and safety of his
Country. 1tisin this spirit T approach all the f\-[‘cmhm‘s .115_*1'3.
and also one people outside, to whatever commurity or religion
they may belong, that at all times and particularly when one
country is faced with a danger from outside thev have to think
and work as our entity for the safety and security of our country.
We have to forget and sink our differences, political and others,
and all of us, whatever community or party we may belong to,
when we are faced with a danger, have to work and serve our
country as one people. I am glad that today all the speeches
which have been made from all sides of the House that
assurance is visible. I welcome this spirit - and T may
inform the hon. Members that with snch  spirit  and
assurance the task of the Governmant will becomne much

lighter and we shall have to mecet the situation with
confidence and courage,

Sir, the question why firing is  resorted to by
Pakistan, it is not for wus to say and even if we explain
It 15 not going to lead us anywhere. But one thing is

clear, whether it be acts of encroachment in the Surma
Valley side and this place or acts of aggression on our
border of the State, all

these acts are nothing
short of medieval Vandahsm, the vandalism in which

Pakistan has not for the first time indulged on our border but
also on the Kashmir border. Today, incidentally the
Leader of the Opposition referred  to  the Kashmir
question. I want to make it clear that so far as this
s0 called question of Kashmir js concerned, it is not
whether Kashmir or some part  of Kashmir, even that
part which is mow illegally “occupied by Pakistan, should
bellong to India or “Pakistan.  That  is also not the
question before the United Nations Organisation. Kashmir
is a part of India. The decision . to do so has been
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taken by the free will of the pecople of Kashmir and
by the Maharaja of Kashmir in accordance with the
agreement to which the League organisation was a party.
As all are aware, the agreement was that the ruling
princes, after the transfer of power, should he left alone
to decide in which Dominion they wanted to remain.
After that agrcement was arrived at  between us and
those who claimed to speak on behalf of Pakistan and to
which the British Government was also a party, the Maharaja
of Kashmir decided to opt for India and if that option
was accepted by the Government of India, the matter
was once for all settled. Can Pakistan with any
justification say that simply because the majority of the
people living in that area are Muslims, Kashmir on any part
should form part of Pakistan ?  We have of course gone to the
United Nations but we have not gone there for decision
whether Kashmir or any part should belong to Pakistan
or India. We have simply gone there to obtain peaceful
vacation of aggression committed by Pakistan in Kashmir
whic]} is part and parcel of India. Though we were and
arc in a position to throw them out of that area by
force, but we do not want to use force and we wanted
the good offices of the United Nations to be utilised for
Pcacefql vacation of aggression committed by Pakistan on
Kashmir border. The people of Kashmir even though
the majority of them are  Muslims have more than
over—unanimously and in one voice decided to affirm accession
to India made by the Maharaja of Kashmir. Kashmir
being a part of India has been scttled, what yet remains to
be settled is how the vacation of aggression which has been
committed by Pakistan in that part of Indian territory has to
be brought about. If Pakistan, by repeating the similar aggres-
sion on this side of our State ‘arc under the impression that
resort to these methods of coercion, force and vandalism will
compel the Government of India to part with such part of the
Indian territory on Kashmir border over which they have
illegally committed aggression, they are entirely mistaken.
I can say on behalf of the Government of India—because

know their mind—and I can say also on behalf of our Govern-
ment such threats, coercion and vandalism will no longer be
tolerated. We have our own way of meeting these acts -
vandalism and we shall continue to do so without in the %leaSt
being frightened by what foolish firing they are resorting erf1
and there, 1 cannot of course tell the hon. Members how 28

when they are to be driven from the places they have
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encroached upon and illegally occupied in our part of the State

I think the hon. Members should better leave the decision in

these matters to the Central Government, which is fully in

possession of all the facts. But one thing which is of concern

to us I would like to refer here, if we look to the history of all
the wars waged in the world we have a lesson to learn,
Apparently all wars have been lost by the armies in the ficld,
but in fact, it is not the soldiers who are responsible for the
defeat but the wars are lost because of demoralisation among
the people. This is the lesson of history. If we keep this
lesson of history before us, therc is no other alternative before
us but to keep up the morale of the people who inhabit our
State. It is a matter of regret that what has happened in
- Tukergram has led to suspicion against Muslims throughout
the State. Perhaps, in some places, on account of feeling of
such suspicion a state of demoralisation has crept into our
State. I make no secret of the fact that such Muslims as have
acted in manner alleged; when it was their duty to remain
with others and work for (}- sccurity of our State even
at the risk of their lives and property, have done so against
the interest of our State and their action deserves condemna-
tion, Even if they thought that by crossing over to
Pakistan they would be able to provide for themselves more
safety than those who were compelled to shift to this side
T can tell them that in thig way they have not acted like
true Muslims because the Tslam T know gives love and
sacrifice for one’s country very high pla(‘g. It is one of
the cardinal principles of Jslamic faith (Iman) as will be
evident from the verse, « Hubbul watan minul iman >’
which one comes across a number of times in the Quoran,
For a true Muslim there ig no escape but to love his
motherland and sacrifice for his country. Unless and until
a person conducts in the manney ordained, he cannot claim
to be a true Muslim, Therefore, though that incident is regret-
table, I would beseech my countrymen, both here and outside,
not ka;’ this single instance as an indication that all the members
belungtqg to a particular Community were traitors and Fifth
Columnist or they will not stand bv - India when it is in
danger. I will also say that this incident should be an
eyc opener to see that no further demoralisation is allowed
to set in in our country. I wj|] also say that this traffic can-
not be an one-sided affair. On photh sides there should
be trust and confidence. There should be this understanding
that they are here to serve and die together for our State.
It is this appeal which I have to make not to one side,
one community, but to all the people living in Assam.
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Now, Sir, I wish with your permission, to go beyond the
scope of this discussion. Pakistan has been making an attempt
to arouse Muslun opinion all over the world under the cry,
“Islam in danger’’ to serve their own ends but, notwithstanding
peoples susceptibility to religious sentiment, their effort has paid
no dividend. We know of the Baghdad Paci; we all know who
are the supporters of this Baghdad Pact., But now this Baghdad
>act, which is supposed to thrive on communal international
politics, is tottering before the Arab nationalism. What do we
find in Middle East to-day? Arab nationalism, under the
leadership of Nasser, 1s gaining ground every day, and those
people who exploited religious feclings, even in international
olitics are giving way to new forces and new thoughts.
To-day, Nasser and the Arab nationalism are more friendly
towards India than towards Pakistan, in spite of the fact that
the Pakistan Government which professes to live and work only
for Islam, strive (o exploit religious feeling. Al those countries
where progressive forces have come to stay, are more friendly to
India and come to us for advice. What is the reason for this ?
The reason is obvious: our record during the past few years,
since independence, has been one of secularism, has been onc
of firm belief that the Government of a State cannot be run and
should not be run, on communal or sectarian lines. In interna-
tional field we have also not been guided by narrow ideas
but working without discriminated fear or favour on the princi-
ples us enunciated under Panch Shilla. We have got a certain
way of thought and we have acted on principles which have
not only raised our prestige, but they are also being accepted
by other countries.

It is for working on these principles that India has gained
such a prestige outside our country. Whenever there is any
trouble, whether it be in the Middle East, or in Hungary or
in any other part of the world, every one outside looks for gul-
dance, co-operation and advice of the Government of Indias SO,
Sir, I refer to these matters only to remind hon. Members that
all our activities are to be guided remembering that the prestige
and reputation of India which has attained outside our country-
It is for us to consider whether we should resort to such acts as$
will enhance this prestige or the acts which will lower down
our prestige. I, therefore, earnestly appeal to all hon. Members
of this House to work in our State and our country for creatng%
communal harmony. It is only in this way we can ma:‘ ;
towards the road of progress. Sir, I am indeed very SOIT} l?
to what has happened on our border. The constant firing by
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Pakistan has brought misery

to numerous people of our State.
Some people in Pakistan mus

t have also been suffering in the
same way. It has, no doubt, created a great problem for wus.
Apart from this we have to incur huge expenditure for providing
relief to our people. Itis a pity for this short sightedness, for
this vandalism and aggression committed by Pakistan our people
are suffering. They are being put to miseries and distress
which is bound to retard our progress. Let us hope, since
the two Prime Ministers of India and Pakistan are meeting
very shortly, better sense in Pakistan will prevail.  So far as
we are concerned I should like to make it absolutely clear
that we do not want to commit any act of aggression and,
we do not want to encroach upon any land which belongs to
Pakistan. If that is our attitude, we also expect the same
attitude from Pakistan Goverument. They should put a halt
to this manner of encroachment upon our territory, We have

entered into many agrcements with Pakistan Government and
we want that on the basis

of those agreements Pakistan Govern-
ment should think over and give us what belongs to us. If any
inch of their territory has been occupied by us, let them have
it but let them not deny what ig ours, These are matters
which can be settled not by firing bullets from across the bor-
der but by mutual discussion 1in a spirit of friendliness, Sir,
fortunately or unfortunately, Tndia and Pakistan are neigh-

bouring States, it is therefore necessary for the existence of both
of us that there should be a

1 fricndly ‘relationship. If we both
aspire for this friendly relatiomhip, this kind ot aggression by
Pakistan cannot help to bring about such a friendly relationship,
Even if we had commiited any encroachment on their land
and they ought {0 have brought™ to our notice, and tried to
convince us that would have heen a proper course. Today,
however, the position is quite different. Pakistan is not in a
mood to stick to any kind of agreement and they do not feel
s0rry to break those very agreements which they have solemnly
entered into with the Government of Tndia and with us. After
they had decided to mMeet our Prime Minister, Pakistan
Government ought to have given up this encroachment and

aggression whicl d and ought 10 have stop-

. 1 they have committe
ped firing from across their border.  Till now there is no sign
I have said that we will

that they will do so.  Wherever 1 go

tackle this question in accordance with ouy principle and way
of approach. I am, however, of the opinion that we
have to tackle our border problemy with firmness. Unless
and until we take such gy attitude the border problems
will remain unsolved for gsome g come, Sir, so far ag the
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Governmentl is concerned, I have no doubt Government will
discharge this 1'csponsibility with courage and patience. But
the people living in our State have also to play their part.
As my hon. I'riend, Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya, has
stated, I went to as many villages in the Assam Valley in the
border areas as is possible for me and I did not mince matters
at all when I gave advice to the people to what was their
duty as an Indian and as a citizen of India. I advised people
in these villages to rise (0 (he 'occasion and raise Village
Defence Parties in which all should co-operate to guard and
save the situation on the border areas. In this way we have
to prepare our people and we have to tell them how to pro-
tect themselves by giving co-operation to the Village Defence

Parties.

Now, so far as Cachar district is concerned, I am sorty,
I did not make as many extensive tour as I did in the case of
Assam Valley. But on the last occassion, when I happened
to be in Silchar in connection with the Assam Pradesh Congress
Committee mecting, I spoke purposely to let our pcople know
our view point and the part they were expected to play in
defence of border areas. I do not want any publicity for myself
but, Sir, I am very sorry to say that my speech was not given
publicity. I want to make it “clear that whatever work 1 do
it is not for the purpose of octting any credit for mysclf
but with the sole purpose of tdoing my duty. [ wanted my
speech to be published in the Press, because I thought that such
a publication would be able to bring-about a better atmosphere
and a feeling of co-operation among our people living in that
part of the country. I repeat that not a single sentence © my
speech which I made at Silchar had been published by any a
the newspapers. I do not know the reason behind it, but it really
surprised me. I am sure, if my speech had been given publicity
it would have helped to casc the situation which exists to-day-
Anyhow, I wish to make it clear that suspicion as exists long
is not conducive to our interest. My Friend, Shri Hareswar
Goswami, referred to a news published in the press regarding the
arrest of a Muslim spy and some prejudicial papers discovere
from him. The Hon’ble Chief Minister will have something
to say about it. Butso far as I know there is DO truth 11
the wild rumour that has been publishéd in the newspaP‘ii:S'
I am very sorry to say that such kinds of unfoundec_i_rumqth_
should be given evidence by the Leader of the opposniu}nelw_lt 5
out verification. These create complications for us. eell -
the duty of all of us to whatever party we may belong, tO S
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that the people are not misguided by such rumours and
such news published in the Papers which have no foundation
whatsoever. I feel this is very delicate issue, thisis an important
task before all of us to whatever party we may belong. [rom
the tone of the speeches today, T have no doubt whatsoever
that towards this task of maintaining peaceful atmosphere free
from suspicion we shall get the co-operation and h-lp of all
concerned. I think it will be better if all Members, alter the
session is over, take a tour particularly in those affected arcas
and see how by their efforts they can keep the morale of the
people which is absolutcly escential for the integrity and security
of our State.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (_Reservefj
for Scheduled Tribes)]: Thank you, Sir, for giving me this
opportunity to speak a few words. I must thank the Chigr
Minister for bringing in this matter before the Houcze SO }h:lt
we may have an occasion to spcak and express our opiniong
about firing by Pakistan against our border areas. Sir,
I represent the border areas of Khasi Hills and I have been
fecling very much distressed on account of the sufferings of our
people.  Sir, before speaking about Pakistan I want first of all
to say to the Government that the border areas people should
be strengthened.  Get their good will, get their feeling for the
Government and for India. We cannot think of anything else,
Sir, there is a way of strengthening that feeling by the action
of the Government. Therefore, as 1 have said many times
on the floor of this House, the conditions of these horder areas

cople must and should be strengthened, they should not be
left in their distresses, They must be strengthened inside to
become staunch defenders against any aggressor. ‘That is very
important. So T would request the Chief Minister and the

whole Government of Assam to study this matter seriously and
see what they should do at this time.

Now, in regard to the action of Pakistan, Sir, it is really
surprising to all of us that the leaders of Pakistan who wanted
to get their own Sovercign State and when they have got it
they should act in this manner. We thought that it would pe
possible for India to live peacefully with Pakistan just ag
Canada live peacefully with the United States of America,
They live peacefully as good neighbours. But why this
difference in Pakistan? Sir, I thought that after Pakistan got
their own State as they wanted it, they would be wise and
sensible enough to live peacefully with their neighbours.  So
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also many of the leaders in India thought at that time.
The Partition was due to their own choice to have their own
State in which they would have a Moslem majority. Many
Indian leaders thought at that time that after they get their
own State they would feel better and would live as friends.
But now we find that they are acting like enemies. Why should
there be this attitude in the mind of Pakistan? We cannot
understand it. It appears from reports in newspapers that the
Karachi authorities thought that there was some provoked
action from India, there was something that India did which
made the people of Pakistan to take firing against India. But
we know fully well that there is no provocation at all from our

borders. We want the Pakistani ; people to come to our markets,

we want them to buy our things and we want to buy things
friendly relationship which

from Pakistan and to have

was there for generations. It seems as if there 1s some
propaganda in Pakistan that the people of India want to
conquer Pakistan. So if they fight against India, some Hills
people will join them. One man said to me @ few months ago
“Why not come and join us”? 1 asked him, “Join whom ™,
he replied “Join Pakistan™. 1 think he said this because he
thought that our Khasi pecople are dissatisfied, cspccially n
the border areas, and so he thought it would be casy to wilt
them over. I told him that this is impossible. We are 1t
India and we know that if we join Pakistan we shall be jumping
from the frying pan into the fire. We do not want to do that.
In spite of all our troubles we are Indians and we will beart
our troubles with India, we will ask the India Government as
well as the Assam Government to come to QU TESCUC. ..-coxee s’ "0
(Voices from the Treasury Benches— ‘Who is that man, what
is his name?’’) Sir, I did not hear and cannot understand
that question, and I do not want to lose my time.

Mr. SPEAKER : Yes, please go on.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)] : As I have Sﬂ.id, Sir, it seems U
Pakistan is possessed with a feeling or some sort of idea that
they can win over the hills pec)plé. I must say, 1€
know, once for all, that that the hills people, GSPE‘?“‘Hy
Khasi and Jaintia Hills will never join them at any. 00st: ble
are satisfied with our Government in India, whatever t‘mll] 1
there may be, we shall share our trouble _ﬂnd We X at
try to make our Goveraiment understand- It ds un[bltunla :
that Pakistan could get some Nagas t© join them Whoem: ! HIey
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train to be their soldiers. But then. the Nagas are different
from other hills people, they want to have independence.  But
we the other hills people do not share that idea. We consider
that that idea is very foolish, Moreover, it is foolish on the
part of Pakistan ‘to think th:t they can conquer India.
There is a feeling in India— when I was in Delhi, I heard
there was a talk among some people, that in three days India
conld conquer the whole of East Pakistan. But the Indian
leaders want Pakistan to ljve peaccfully,  They do not want to
bring Pakistan by force. If they themselves want to come
voluntarily, that is g different thing. That is the attitude of
the leaders of India and I feel that is the correct attitude.

herefore Pakistan need not fear of any attack from India—
there should not be any fear in their mind that India is going
to conquer East Pakistan. We do not want to do that.

I now speak about another matter. A few days ago, Sir, one
man from Dawki came here to Shillong and showed me a
bullet which had been firad by Pakistan and which had pierced
through his house. Tt was fired through a machine gun. These
bullets have destroyed the houses of many poor villagers living
in the border. Many houses in the village Umsyiem, near
Dawki, have been damaged and the poor villagers have
taken shelter in some other places. The headman of the
villager told me that they had left their houses, He also told
me that many Indian Security Force have come to their village
and are staying there, and that they were also taking away their
pineapples, etc. The villagers want that Government should
come to their help. 1In spite of these difficulties they never
think of going to Pakistan He told me that there is a feeling
among some people that because of these troubles they would
like to go to Pakistan, I told him that that would be absolute-
ly wrong—that will be like jumping “from the frying pan to
fire””. -~ All these kinds of talks are there. On account of these
troubles, Government should come to the help of the border
people who are in great distress.  We alse want that our
border security should he strengthened. Then there is another
side of the picture,

Sir, there is a feeling among many loc?.l people of East
Pakistan that they want to come back to India. Once I was
passing through Sylhet to go to Silchar. One Muslim gentle-
man, a Police officer was travelling with me n my car. He said
to me—'“The local people—the local Muslims are .not happy
in Pakistan. The Britishers have gone (and pointing to a
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nearby Havildar—a bic stout man—who hails from the
Punjab) he said these are our Britishers now” (laughter).
That is the feeling he said of the local Muslims in East Pakistan,
Sir. They arc very anxious to get away from Pakistan and
join India. We shall be very happy to get them back. But
we do not want to do that by force. There is that fecling
perhaps among the local people in Pakistan and the Govern-
ment of Pakistan want to quel that feeling, by creating these
kinds of troubles.

made bunkers all along the border
: about 100 miles long. It seems
there is a plan—well laid plan—on the part of Pakistan to

fight against India—to fight against us. What is this? I can-
not understand. But it should be realised that it will bring
greater trouble for Pakistan. T am glad for the civilised
attitude taken by the Prime Minister of India. We feel proud
that our Government has taken a civilised attitude—a peacefu
attitude. We do not want war, We are in trouble, and on
top of it if there be war there will be greater trouble for our
people. Let it be avoided and let a cettlement come of any

dispute in a peaceful manner. That is what we want. That
I belicve one day

is the attitude of the Government of India.

we shall be able to conquer Pakistan by 2 peaceful method—
l}n_‘ough our love and peaceful attitude. The proposal of the
Prime Ministers of India and Pakistan to mecet in September

1Is very encouraging, and we are hopeful about the outcome
are also reasonable

of their meeting. I hope that Pakistan—there

men in Pakistan—will take a reasonable and friendly attitude
and solve any dispute in a peaceful manner. They should
realise that they cannot fight against India and conquer India.
Therefore they should give up that attitude. It is also told
that they want to browbeaf India by creating thede borcer
troubles in order to force India to agree 0 & pepuais B
Kashmir. Once I wrote to the Prime Minister of Pakistan
pointing out to him the great suffering of our poor bOI‘C.ICﬁ'
people on both sides. These people have nothing to do VIVIIE

Kashmir and that they should not be allowed 1O suffer l1<¢
this. They are in great distress. I requested him 11t the I;:;!ITII@
of God, Allah, the Beneficient, the merciful of ,,ﬂ.le ]?VY
Koran, we should let thesc poor people of the border al ez}T hesz
in peace and let trade and commerce go OB peacefu "y not
poor border people want to live in peace t}tl?(; I?/Eilister
in‘erested in power politics. He sent my lette t(()]hi;f Minister

of Commerce at Karachi. I wrote also 10 the

Sir, Pakistanis have
from Dawki to Balat bazar,
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ol East Bengal at Dacca. I wrote to him (o say that from the
point of view of Islamic religion as well as from other religious
considerations, the suffering people on both sides of the border
should be allowed to live peacefully. e replied to me that he
would like to meet me.  Sir, we want (o have pv:n‘cl"ul_
negotiations.  We do not want to stir up passion. We do not
want war with Pakistan. Now I belicve, Sir, as a result of the
discussions betweer, the Prime Ministers of India and Pakistan
In September there will be some settlement. Let us pray for
that. Becayse war will bring greater troubles every _Wher“;
children, women and all will suffer a great deal., We do
not want any war; we want peace. The attitude that has
been taken by India all along, from the time of independence,
15 the right angd correct attitude; that is  really good for
us all and also for the whole world. We are glad to be
Indiang because we are in a position to contribute to the
Cause of peace throughout the whole world and not only
With our immediate neighbours. Therefore, we should not
Stir up our Passion only because that we are stronger, that
We can defeat our neighbour. Such an attitude will not be
8ood for us all, for the border people specially. I am
thinking at the moment for the border people  especially. If
there be a war, they will not be able to stay there. What
will happen to them ? If there be war there may be bomb
over Shillong and India also will bomb Pakistan, we¢ know the
evil effects of war, Our leaders of India are really doing
2 very splendid thing by their attitude of pacification  tq.
wards Pakistan. They want to win over Pakistan by appeal
to reason, by persuasion. Pakistan cannot but bc_ moved |
this attitude of the Government of Tndia. Pakistanis are, aftey
all, human beings., I have met many ol their lzaders, they
are reasonable beings, people as good as ourselves. If' some
of them are being misled by false propaganda, T feel, they

can also be won over by appealing to reasons. The proposed
conference beatween the two Prime Ministers will, I feel, g
a long way towards creating a feeling of friendliness between
the two countries,

(Speaker rang the bell indicating that the time was over)

Sir, T think, I have spoken only ahout 10 minutes,

Mr, SPEAKER : You have spoken exactly

25 minutes,
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Rev. J.J.M. NICHOLS ROY (Cherrapunji (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)] : Oh ! then you are giving me the
warning only.

Mr. SPEAKER: The l'ather of the House should have
paternal concession from the Chair.

Rev. J. J.M NICHOLS ROY : I am only like your
child, Sir, because you are on the Chair, whatever my age
may be I must obey you. I request yor to give me a few
minutcs more,

Now, Sir, therc has been a suggestion in this House that
Pakistan has been prompted by some Western Powers in  this
action of theirs. What powers America, LEngland or France? Sir,
our people should not beallowed to be sway ed by such feelings.
President Eisenhower has already declared to the world that if
Pakistan rise against India, America will be on the side of
India. Even in spitc of such solemn declaration from the head
of the United States of America, some of our Friends here
expressed the view that some of the Western powers are
rousing up Pakistan to fight against India. They should
never harbour any such thought. It is better for us to deal
with Pakistan themsclves than having been swayed by any
feeling that other powers are at the back of these troubles.
Other powers know how to deal with the situation in the
world. ‘

Shri CHATRASING TERON [ Mikir Hills-West
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)| : United States of Ame-
rica has been sending arms aid to Pakistan.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS RQY: That country is giving
arms to India as well, they are sending certain other com-
moditics and moncy to India and Pakistan and to_other coun-
triecs. These are matters relating to commercial interests
between the countries concerned. But the question of fighting
against onc another—this is a scparate matter altogether.
There is a strong feeling in all the democratic countries of the
world, America, England, France and others against war-
Thercfore I request my Iriends to dispel any idea that the
Western powers —are urging upon the people, the nations,
to fight against one another,

 Lastly, Sir, I want to say that we all want pcace and
Pakl.stan also, I am sure, do not want to destroy themselves
by indulging in a suicidal war against a _far superiot
power. There are good people there, people who look
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at things from a much higher stand-point., I met M.
Noon, the present Prime Minister of Pakistan. I met him
in India and America. He is a reasonable gentleman, 1
believe, there are cqually good pcople in that country.
They have no doubt good intention. I sincerely hope some
good people  will come forward to take up the reins of
administration in that country and bring about peace not
only in between these ilwo countries but wi]l‘muk(‘ Sl.’%[”““"‘m
contribution towards world pcace. I am llﬂ]ﬂ'_[U“)’ lcoking for-
ward to the confercnce of the two Prime Ministers and I pray
that peace may be the result, Letus pray that God may help
us all and that He may be pleased to bring pcace soon.

Shri ABDUL MATLIB MAJUMDAR (Hailakandi) :

r. Speaker, Sir, I quite appreciate that the subject under
discussion is a very sensitive one, and I beg to make my
submissions very carcfully. Sir, many a reason has been attri-
uted to this unfortunate, rather unexpected .l)(:hll'v'l()l]l‘ (m_thc
part of Pakistan. 1 listened with rapt attention to the various
speeches of the different hon. Mcmbers of this House, but I
ave noticed th“t nonc of I}IC I\/ICD]L)CI’.S ]]?l.‘i ]JCCII .'lbll‘ t
ascribe any definite reasons for this rather mexplicable
our on the part of- our

0]
behavi-
neighbouring country.  As a matier of
fact, we have only indulged in a number of speculations, and
may be, these speculations are true. For mstance,  some

ave stated that Pakistan is castinig her eye on Kashmir, and

akistanis are trying their utmost to have somehow or other,
a referendum there.  But that has not been acceded to and the
whole of India knows that so far as that portion of Kashmir
which is now under the possession of India, the accession of that
portion is a  fa5 acompli, and Pakistan also by this time
must have realized fully well what the stand of India is in
respect of Kashmir, Recently at a convention of the Muslim
Legislators of India held at Lucknow where Muslims from
different parts of India collected, it has been made emphatically
known to the world that Pakistan need not be under any
doubt or misapprehension that they will have any support
from the Muslims of Indja in the event of 3 clash between the
two countries. But, Sir, in spite of all this, Pakistan js still
pursuing this course of action, We have also scen that the
economic and political condition in Pakistan have not been
very good for the last few years,
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Sir, we have scen that the economic condition as
also the political situation in Pakistan have not been
very good for the last few years. It may be that just
‘n order 1o divert the attention of the people, the leaders
in Pakistan, somc how oOr other want to kecp some
troubles going on in the borders or some where else soO
that the attention of the people may be directed to 1it, sO
that in the meantime, the Pakistan lecaders may Uy to
pave their way 1in their administration. But  whatever
the reason may be, Sir, Wwe have been surprised to find
this sort of unusual behaviour on part of Pakistan on the
question of borders, 'There is no doubt that so far the
question of  border is concerned, the boundaries have
already been clearly demarcated and no claim was made
by Pakistan that the)/ wanted this portion or that portion
of land. The only “strangc thing we can_se¢ now 1S that
always we [ind some trouble therc and that has been
going on. Sir I have said in some discussion that the
only difficulty on our part is that we have not yet been
able to explain the motive behind the Pakistan activities.
However, I can somehow or other surmisc that the reason may
be that Pakistan wanted to keep the question of
Kashmir alive in order to draw or divert the attention
of their people to that. So :n this case, what are W€
to do ? Sir, I have read the statement of the Chief
Minister arnd I found that whatever our Government can
do and whatever they should do, thosc have been done.
But what surpriscd me most is that the Leader of the
Opposition  Mr. Goswami and also Mr. Bhattacharyya
suggested that in place of one bullet, we should give two......
(Mr Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya: I did not say so. Mr. Hareswar
Goswami : I said so and Istick to my statement). Any way my
Friend Mr. Bhattacharyya made some insinuation when he
referred  to the  question  of exchange of population.
These things Sir, I should say are out of place. Sir,
the only sunple thing here s the behaviour of Pakistan
and I do not see any reason how the reference made
by my Iriend Mr. Bhattacharyya can come in when W€
are having our own Constitution and our owll adminis-
tration, on sccular lines. Sir, the only way to solve this
problem and my suggestion to that ijs that unless the Pakistan
authorities take steps to stop the firing across the border,
our Government should strengthe? our border force
adequately so that Pakistan may see our strgng_th and
that is a very important thing to do. But, Sir,in this
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regard also I have found from the statement  of  the
Chief Minister that our border force is being strengthened.
Therefore, I hope in future, Pakistan may not be tempted
to do anything owing to our supposed \vcakllc§s and
they may "also stop taking any aggressive steps against us.
Sir, nobody can deny that due to firings by 'Pﬂkl.‘itﬂll
on our borders, our people have heen suﬂgﬂng very
much and thig fact has been stated by wvarious hon.
Iembers of this House that not one or two or three
ut a number of villages have been aflected on account
of Pakistani firings and  there is untold sullering on the part
Ol our people, But, Sir, even to this effect, I find from
the Statement of the Chief Minister that Goqumcnt
ave taken all possible measures to  relieve the suﬂermg_s
of the People and as far as possible to keep up  their
mMorale a]y0. Now, Sir, as far as thes'Naga activities in
achar district is concerncd, Is it possible on part of the
People to say or find cut who is a Naga friend or who is
the ehemy ? But incidentally a _rcﬂqctlon has been cast on
the People of Cachar. No = distinction has been made,

should the whole  community be subjected to such

a
reflection ?

Well, there may be some traitors here  4nd
there but for that the whole community should not pe
censured. . Sir, in this connection, I would like to inforim
the House that during the time of Referendum, T was
at  Sylhet for g days and 1 know my district well, I
know' there 4r¢ some people who may be traitors, they
SImply  want to fish in troubled waters, but just for a
EW  traitors, can the Finance Minister or anybody else
>3y 1o the Muslims of Cachar  district—if you want
akistan, go there. Nobody should say any such thing

against & Muslim, in a’ public mecting.  Sir, I take
streng  objection g that.

Even, Sir, before Partition I was returned to the Assembly
by Muslim votes as a Nationalist candidate. Therefore, to
54y any thing against the entire community in the district is
very damaging and unfair.  We should not make utterances
which may affect the sentiments of the people and that may
do a great deal of harm.  Sir, as border troubles are going
on, they will have repercussion on the morale of the people
of Cachar district specially.  Therefore, the leaders should
halt and ponder carefully before they say anything which may
undermine the morale of the people.  Sir, instead of damag-
g the prestige of the people, it 1s our bounden duty to g0 to
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the people and make them understand the real position.  After
all, we have no quarrel with Pakistan. In comparison with
India, Pakistan is not heaven. Sir, as I said before, there
are some people who, may pine for Pakistan, but for a few
and for that rcason, the whole disttict should notbe suspected
and viewed in that line.  Sir, my suggestion is that our leg-
islators and our leaders should visit the locality and make our
people understand that the attacks by Pakistan on India will
not continue for a long time becausc when Pakistani people
will see that their objective cannot be achieved by resorting
to firing and attack on Indian soil, they will surely stop these
things.  Sir, Karimganj border, as it is, has been drawnon
such a line that there are families whose homesteads are in
India but their properties arc in Pakistan. Sir, there is no
denying the fact that Sylhet border and Karimganj border is

so tagged that when there is unfortunate firing and loss of

life and sullerings on part of the people they affect people on
both sides. ‘

I sirongly object to the actions of these p(—:ople who do
the firing and think they are not our local people. There
is one thing which is most important and that is that our
people should be made to understand that these behaviours
on the part of Pakistan cannot continue for a long time to
come and also that Government have been taking suflicient
steps and if necessary, they will take more steps to strengthen
the defence on the border line so that Pakistani firing may be re-
plied with firings from our side and that they may not be
tempted with the idea that we are weak.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : Then the hon.

Member agrees to firing from our side.

~ Shri ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR (Hailakandi) :
It is being done.  When the other side aoreed to  cease
hrclbut they have violated, for the sake of Jelence We shoul
reply.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: That is what I su87

gested.

Shri ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR But
thc other day I heard one person cpeaking that '1‘t
Tukergram 1s taken by Pakistan we will take Jakigan]- Sir,
thlS 18 gOillg too fﬂ.r. ]"[ m'dy bC that some MUSHITIS ha..VC gone
to Pakistan or even at the Partition 1akhs of Muslims ha
ect India anyway.

gone to Pakistan but that does not afl ¢
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could have disclosed to them the detail
we have made 1 could have satisfied them that all that is possi-
ble under the circumstances has been done and is being done.
I may also submit that in this matter where the international
boundary is concerned, it is not alone the State Government
but the Central Government which actually has the real say.
I may inform the House that the Government of India has been
consistently following its policy and has been rendering  all

possible assistance and guidance, to us. I must convey my thanks
to the Government of India for this.

s of the arrangements

I spoke on an carlier occasion that the real
be built in us. I am not afraid of Pakistan nor am 1 afraid
of the fifth columnists. We know how to deal with them, we
have been dealing with them and we shall deal with them
But I believe that the real strength of our country lies with us,
The extent to which we can grow strong and the fa
can make us stronger are really the mogt important matters, [
submitied before this august House on a previous occasion  also

that the real security of the State depends on a contented
population. So far as we

arc concerned all people, no matter
what religion they belong to, whut language they spcak, where
they live, they are citizens of the country. If ‘any citizen
misbehaves, 1 mean,

_ works against the State we shall deal with
him in the way the circums

tances demand—no matter what is his
religion.

strength has to

ctors which

I also appreciate the views expressed by the hon. Member
from G

Gauhati that the system of giving representation in  difle-
rent 1nstitutions in the

] name of community should cease,
ﬂe feels that such a practice has not heen conducive to bring
anout that oneness. | beg to submit thay giving represcntation
as stated is not as important as other factors which are respon-
sible for maintaining the unity. Representation we are giving
and pethaps we will have to give for some (ime to come. But
there are other factors which are equally important. As I said
I am not afraid of Pakistanis noram I afraid of their agents,
but, Sir, I am afraid of those forces which try to create division
In the country in the name of religion or community or other-
wise. [ am really afraid of such forcesg which manifest in thoughts,
1N words or in writings and deeds, We should not forget that
the real strength of our country depends on our ability to
Create that feeling of oneness, that feeling of confidence and that
feeling of security, and against that if we try to create division,
hatred or 11 feeling between communities either in the name
of religion or otherwisc, then we weaken ourselves, weaken our
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security. Therelore, with all humility I would submit that
we should realise this and I would appea! to every man in the
State and in our country to always keep this in mind.

While T appreciate the speeches of the hon. Members,
I will be failing in my duty il I do not mention about certain
remarks made by some of the hon. Members which I could
not relish. Hon. Member Shri Bhattacharyya in the course
of his speech said, “What do we do for the refugees in Assam ?
We evict them.” Refugees form an important section in our
State. So, what does it mean ? Does he mean or is it his
intention to create a disunity among the people ? Does he
not realise that the Government have distributed as much as 6
crores of rupees as loan to the refugees, more than one lakh
twenty five thousand of bighas of land and more than 2 crores
of rupees as grants ? This information leaves no room for Mr.
Bhattacharyya to say that in Assam we will only evict the
refugees. 1t is true that the Government had the unpleasant
task of evicting not only the refugees but also other people who
were encroachers. That was necessary for administrative and
various other reasons about which I need not mention here.
I am sorry Sir, 1 could not relish this remark of Mr.
Bhattacharyya.

Then, Sir, the hon. Leader of the Opposition was pleas_ed
to mention about certain news-items relating the arrest of a
person near Numarligarh. He was kind enough to let me know
the particular paper in which that news came out. T have
since obtained informations and I think it will be desirable for
me to read out the note which I have received for the informa-
tion of the House. Shri Goswami told me that the basis ©
his statement was a news-item which appeared in the
Janambhoomi. Thisis the report I have got, Sir. One Mr.
Aslam Mea was arrested and this report relates to him.

Aslam Mea was arrested by Golaghat Police on 20th July
1958 at Kanaighat under Golaghat P.S. Officer-in-charge
Golaghat P. 8., on receipt of information from the Manager
of a necighbouring garden that Alsam Mea was trying t©
take away some casual labours working in his garden and that
over tha:r matter there was likelihood of serious trouble, visité
Rajabari and on enjuiry from Aslam Mea living at Kapalghat
without any valid travel document or residential pernit =
said that he had been living at Kanaj ghat for nearly 12 ycars
as a contractor of casual labour. On search some copies Ofg
bi-weekly paper Pygam published from Culcutta Were boun
in his house. These copies were seized but on scrutiny nothing
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objectionable was found in them. Aslam Mea was arrested and
sent up for prosecution under the Indian Passport Act. Pending

trial he is on.bail. There was no other document found in his
possession.

On publication of a report in Janambhumi dated 31st
suly 1958 that this Aslam Mea was cngaged in :nti-State
activities and that he had an unlicensed radio with  which he
was disseminating Pak news, Sibsagar Police made immediate
enquiries both through the 1. B. and the Local Police. The
1eport appearing in the Janambhumi was found to be without
any foundation. The radio set found
Aslam Mea was found to be licensed.
of any anti-State activities against Asl

i the ussession of
Up till now no evidence
am Mea has been found.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Chief Minister was pleased
to refer to a report publised in the newspaper  Janambhoomi
According to the usual practice,

now that refcrence has been
made to that paper, a copy may be placed on the table of (he
House.

Shri BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :
Yes, Sir, 1 am doing it.
(The Chief Mimister I

. anded over the newspaper to the
Secretary, Assembly for |

aying on the table of the House).

Even in this news-item there is no reference  about any
Cabinet Minsiter of Assam Government, Under  he circume
stances, I was really surprised that the hon, Loader of the
Opposition had thouglit it desirable to mention in  this House
that one of the Minjsters of U's Government was mvolved in
this case, * #* =

Shri FIARESWAR GOSWAMI
of personal explanation, Sjr,
on the basis of this report,

a friend of mine and on the
a question or not. You will fin
to.

(Ramapur): On a poing
I tabled a question on this point
A letter was also wrilten to me by

basis of that letter I had put
d in that question I have referred

My, SPEAKER: 1 do not think wecan go into that.  We
are not concerned w'th whether the hon. Member tabled a quess
tion or not, That question will be dealt with in the usual way
and that should not be brought before the House at this stage,



1958] DISCUSSION ABOUT THE BORDER SITUATION 301
OF ASSAM AND EAST PAKISTAN

The hon. Member said that the newspaper report referred to a

particular Minister.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) « T Phe
letter that T received from 2 friendd o' mine, written on the
basis of the newspaper report an I his personal knowledge said
that in the papets seized from the man theve was a reference

to the Minister.

Mr. SPEAKER : But =0 (ar as the newspaper is concern-
ed, it does not mention any Minister at all.  What has the hon.

Member got to say about thit) 2

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAME: In the seized papers his
name was there.

old the Chief Minister that it

Mr. SPEAKER : But he
repoti in  fanam bhoomi.

was on the basis of a mnowspaper
What has he got tosay about that ?

Shri HARESWAR GCSWAMI ¢ Qo far as the news Is
concerned, it was published in Fanambhoomi. ~In relation to
that, I got a report writtcn by a fricnd of mine wherein it was
stated that some papers were scized and the name of the
Minister was mentione in one such paper. I was only making
a query to know whether that was correct or not.

Me. SPEAKER : The hon. Member is within his rights
to make any statement provided it is hached up by facts. He
said that it was on the basis of a report in newspaper and
he mentioned Jangmbhoomi as that newspaper (o the Chief
Minister. But the Chief Minister told the House that the
news was not there and the hon. Member did not contradict
him. Therefore, T would like to know what the hon. Mem-

ber has got to say about this because it is a very serious charge
to substantiate his

to make. If he is not in a position
statement from the mnewspaper report 1 don’t think can
allow it to be included in the proceedings of the House.

All that I

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) ‘
said was that that the news-itcin in the Fanam bhoomi newspaper
was forwarded to me by a [viend with a ;‘CPO” wherein be state
that some papers were seized by the Police from that person
and in one of the seized palscré the name of the Minister was

there.
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Mr. SPEAKER : Does not the hon,
was a flimsy basis to cast g
a Member of the Cabinet ?

Member think that
reflection on the patriotism of

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : 'There was
no question of casting any reflection on the patriotism of the
Minister, Somehody might write somebody’s name  and
the Minister is not responsible for that. All that I said
was that the Minister’s name was written by somebody.

Mr. SPEAKER : | would request the hon. Member to

be more carefu] in future in mentioning names and making
allegations ahoyt individuals,

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief M_inisfpr_})é
All that T would ke to submit is that the responsibility of th
hon. Leader of the Opposition is no less than mine.

My, SPEAKER - In other democratic countries he is the
prospective Chief Minister.

. Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : 1 respect him but
it becomes my duty to place facts before this House.

Now, Sir, we are all

agreed that we, the Members of this
House, have g duty. _

: : Whenever there is a state of emerg’.endi
In any particular district or areq we should visit that place anc
explain to the People  what we feel about various matters.
Sir, we have been doing that ag fay as practicable and we will
be doing 55 4nq :

s e am sure the hon. Members will also
be visiting the border areas,

gard to the activities of Pakistan ar}d
also abput Our reactions tq it, T am now undm_* eettain
d prefer to he rather restrained.
Qur Prime Ministep has been trying to create an atmos-
phere of peace conducive tqo successful negotiation, I feel
we have also to €xercise certain amount of restraint for the
sake of peace. But while I am anxious that the tasks between
the Secretaries and Prime Ministers of both the countries end
fruitiully, 1 must Say that o fay as we are concerned, we
shall not be satisfied "untj] the encroachers are evicted from
every inch of our land. T am  sure that the Prime Minister
or the Government of India i) keep this in mind and
that they would do all that js necessary in that respect,
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Now I want to speak a few words about illegal entry
of Pakistanis into our territory. Unfortunately, immediately
after the Partition and until 1953, there was no restriction
between Iast Pakistan and Assamn for the people for coming
and going. It was in the year 1953 that passports
were introduced but the terms and conditions of the passports
were liberal and ne Police verificatian was necessary for issue
of a passport . Whoever wanted a passport he got it. Such
was the condition till 1956 and it was after 1955 that some
restrictions in the issue of passports were imposed. It is true
that people from East Pakistan came to Assamn and there
had been illegal entries also. Now we have been adopting
suitable measures to detect all these illegal cntries. As a
matter of fact, my instructions are that the assistance of
Panchayats should be taken to detect any illegal entry into
our State or in the case of over-stay in our State.

. Sir, I have purposely avoided mentioning about the Nagas
in this debate. But if the hon. Members would like 1o
have some discussion we can have such a discussion somic
time later. But we have enough proof that the Assistant
High Gommissioner for Pakistan who was in Shillong had
maintained contact with the hostile Nagas, and assisted
them. That is why we made a representat;on to the Govern-
ment of India to move the Pakistan Government to remove
that gentleman from Shillong.

Then, Sir, Shri Mohi Kanta Das has referred to Pakistani
flag hoisting near Biswanath. I think he has referred to the
news published in a local paper on the 1st July, 1958. Only
information we received was in respect of Siparia Chapori. A
news item came out in the Press that some people hoisted &
Palastani flag and we got that enquired and after enquiry W¢
issued a Press Note. I will read out the Press Note for the
imformation of the number,

f‘Govg‘rnmcnt’s attention has been drawn to a news item
published 1n';1_local Paper on Ist July 1958 under the caption
‘Pak flag hoisting near BiSWanath’y A careful enquiry was
made and the news was found to be incorrect. 1h¢ facts are
that on 2Ist April 1958, on  the day of Jd-ul-Fitr; immigrant
Muslims of Siparia Chapori unde}; Sutia Police Station 11
Darrang  district gathered in an open field @ pertorm
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Id prayer. "They hoisted a hirce-cornered  red flag with marks

of a ncw moon and a starin it. The flag was not a Pak

National Flag but a Muslim religsious ilag.”’

Then, Sir, hon. Member from Gauhati, Shri Gauri-
shankar Bh‘l'.i:u‘gx:u‘yy;,l, also ---;pr-.‘-;;;‘-.’-, his ‘“H[‘!l(:a%lll‘c on account
of a visit by one of the Ministers to  Mysore. He also said that
the Minister claims to be the icader of the Muslims, more parii-
cularly of the district of Cachar. Sir, afler a reference to the
pron:eédiugs, [ find that the Minister never said that he was the
leader of the Muslims.

Sari GAURIS JANKAR SHATTACHARY YA (Gauhati) :
Sir, May I refer to page 267 r.;{; the .f‘tf, sam Legislative Assemnbly
Dcbates (Official Report) —-Budget Sussion, Volume I, No. 5
dated the 13th M-arch, 1956 7

Shri Motiram Bora, as Iinunce Minister stated that they ot
a spokesmen of the calibre ot Shri Moinul Haque Ghoudhury.

Se-ondly I am reading it from the proceedings of 13th
March, 1954, page 365, Vol. I. No. 7,

«Shri Naranarayan Gosw.uni : Sir, _ the hon. Member
is 50 lking about Hindus and M‘.lqlil‘l'IQ. F!l", cannnot

2 o . AR SN E% WL ’ ~ 1 .
be allowed. Isit not better for the hon, Member (o speak of
Indians ?”

M. Moinui  Haque Chondhury @ When a  Muslim
speaks about  his  grievances hf_‘- 15 commnunal.  When you
speak in favour of inclusion of half of the Hinly commvmity
of Assam in the list of Backward people you are secular, >’

Mr. SPEAKER: Vhe context of the hon. Member
was, L suppose, because 1t 15 very {IFmCUEt for ine now to reimems-
ber bacause of age, that the hon. Member claimed that
he was the representative of the Muslims and pariicularly of
Cachar district.

s speech

Shri GAURISHANKAR BHEIATTACHARYYA : Sir May
1 say that indirectly I mean that. I can give the wholo
context, if I am allowed to read.

Mr. SPEAKER: T am not concerned with that, I

3 < amm
concerned with the facts of the case.
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :
Sir, what I was gomng tosay is this. We also did not like that
we should spend so much time ai:d money for attending a con-
ference at Mysore. But sometimes, we go by default if we do
not attend these conferences, Therefore, it is difficult for us
io avoid those conferences for the best intercst of the State.

Sir, as 1 caid before, I am very grateful to the hon.
Members for giving valuable suggestions. After I have seen the
behaviour of Pakistan. T cannot take them as our well-wis-
hers. They want that we become weak and that troubles may
develop in our Statein various ways. So we have to be vigilanf.
If we can discharge that part of our duty, it would be good
for the whole country.

I would submit, Sir, that in view of the fact that many of
the hon. Members have made many important suggestions in
course of the debate with regard to this border ques-
tion, it may be desirable to send a copy of the proceedings
of to day’s discussions to the Prime Minister and to the Govern-
ment of India.

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat.

Adjournment

The Assembly then adjourned till 10 A. M. on Monday, the
25(h August, 1958.

Shillong : R. N. BARUA,
The 30th April, 1960. Secretary,

Assam Legislajive Assembly.
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