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Proceedings of the

Fourth Session of the Assam

Legislative Assembly assembled after the Second
General Election under the Sovereign
Democratic Republican
Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 9 a.m. on Friday the 22nd August, 1958.

PRESENT

1, B.A., LL.B., Speaker in the Chair,

Shri Dev Kanta Borooal
Deputy Ministers and seventy-seven

the nine Ministers, the four
Members.

e —— e, S—

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)

Societies formed by the Scheduled

Fishery Cb-oPerative
Caste people

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS [North Salmara (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)] asked:

x5 Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased

to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that a large number of Fishery

Clo-operative Societies formed by the S_cheduled
been deprived from

Castes people have lately :
getting any Iishery Mahals though their bids
were not very low ?
.p s nt to
(b) Whether it is not the duty of the Governme ;
safeguard the economic interest of the Schedul
ed Castes people ?
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(¢) If so, how Government propose to help the

bona fide fishermen of the State in improving
their economic condition ?

(d) Whether Government proposc to reserve some
Fishery Mahals exclusively for the Co-operative
Fishery Societics formed by the Scheduled Castes
people so that they are not dragged to make

unhealthy competition with the wreckless
bidders ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied -

5. (a)—It is not a fact.

(b)—Yes.

(¢)—Government have already made provisions for
actual fishermen by allowing preference in bidding ove,
others, along with a concession of 10 per cent rebate undey
Rule 13 of the Fishery Rules.

(d)—There Is' no such proposal at present, but
revent wreckless bidding Government

settlement by tender system in suitable c

- to
mtend  to introduce
ases,

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS [North

for Scheduled_ qastes)] : Will  the Minister-in—charge
consider the applfcatlg)n_ of the fishermen when they want to
take up business in piscicultyre also ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS
culture is not under the Reven

Salmara (Reserved

(Minister, Revenue) : Pisci-
ue Department.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI

ishery Sociely consists of 9() per cent of t] Hfishe
gg CCI}’;T. of Scheduled Castes 1€ non-fishermen and 10

i actual fishermen, the benefit does

o to the actual fishermen, Wiy ., society be not considered
as a Fishery Society composed of actual fishermen ?
Shri HARESWAR DAs; 1, this

. g particular instance
there is a High Court decision anq the Hig :

. . h Court refused to
give concession to such a society where al] the

1 fish Members of the
society are not actual fishermen,

(Rampur): If the ‘
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Will Govern-
ment consider the advisability of amending the rules because in
the formation of such societies some members who are not actual
fishermen all are required to maintain account, do Secretar at
work, etc. ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : Those
who are required to do clerical works and look after the
accounts, etc., may not be actual fishermen.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):

Whether the fishermen themselves cannot do the necessary

clerical works and look after the accounts ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Some  persons may be
appointed to do it.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Is it not a
fact that it is the policy of the Government to prefer Go-ope-

rative Societies over individuals in the matter of settlement of
fisheries, other things being equal ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: 'That is the policy of the
Government and that is laid down ander Rule 13 of the
Fishery Rules.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS : I[s it not a fact that the
Brahmaputra Charduar Fishery was scttled with one individual
named Shri Gangaram Das of Tezpur ignoring the claim of the
Tezpur Kaibarta Co-operative Fishery Society consisting of
genuine fishermen ?  If so, what are the reasons ?

_Shri HARESWAR DAS : In this particular case, I want
notice, Sir. :

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS [ North Salmara Reserved
for Scheduled Castes) ]: Whether the same concession
is given to the fishermen in the Forest Fisheries also ?

~ Shri HARESWAR DAS : No, Sir, the same concession
is not applicable under the rules to forest fisheries.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : [s it 10" 0
fact that the Fishery Co-operative Society of Dibrugas
has been ousted by the contractors and Mahaldars Wit0_
belong to the fisher community by offering higher bids
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : Sir, 1
know this case and as a matter of fact, in this particular
instance, the High Court held that some of the members of the
society though they belong to the Scheduled Caste community,
they are not actual fishermen. Therefore, the High Court
directed the Commissioner 1o re-sell the fishery and the
Commissioner has now directed to re-sell the fishery in question?

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-
East) : Whether Government know that the Fishery Co-ope-
rative Societies although they try their best to carry on their
business from day to day, yet they cannot compete with the big
capitalists ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: That is the rcason why the
Tender System is intended to be introduced.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Co.
operative) : Sir, regarding registration of Societies, I want o
clarify the point. The position is this: w_hen some  persong
come to the Co-operative Department with a petition for
registration, Department will have to examine and consider the
petition as itis and if it fulfils all the terms and conditionsg,
that society has got to be registered. The Co-operative Depart-
ment does not make any discrimination as to whether the  said

society consists of fishermen or non-fishermen., In fact, we
cannot.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Leader of the Opposition suggests
change of rules is necessary.

~ Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : My point
is whether the Fishery Society consists of actual fishermen or
not. . If this particular point is first enquired and made clear
at the time of registration, then at the time of settlement, the
question whether the society comnsists of actual fishermen or not
will not come up, therefore, lot of time may be saved.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY - My point is
this ; the QO—Opcratlve Department is concerned with the
rocedural S}de_ of th_e matter, i. ¢., registration and it cannot
make any discrimination whether the socicty consists of actual
fishermen or not. If some people desire to form g Co-operative
and if the application is in order, we have got to register the

same.
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Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbaty
East) : A few minutes before the Minister-in-charge sal £F
reply to a question by Dr. Das that the same concession 1151‘ in
applicable to fishermen in the forest fisheries. Vheb s eo
forming such socicties, Government take into account the C.ai ery
the members whether they are landless or not. In the FlS‘l-t

Society fishermen having forest business are taken 11 the SOC}Cng‘
In that case, will Government examine the possiblhtY of glV_nc
the same concession to such socicties formed by the gen

fishermen and landless people 7

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue
Forest Rules do not provide this. As a matter of lact;_thc he
Department is following this practice as far as _posmb G g
IForest { Department does not induct persons ' :
reserve, who are not forest minded as that may lead to P! Ui
ofl' valuable trees. As a matter of fact such |pilferage 13 taking
place.

¢ Minister

Myr. SPEAKER : Isit the interpretation of th o
thieves -

that an individual thief is morc honest than collective

(Laughter).

Shri HARESWAR DAS : We are guided in (his gcgci'a‘lg
by the rules adopted by the Revenue Department PY
give preference to Co-operative Societies.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : What & L5
machinery for ex-raying whether a certain person 15 %0
minded or not ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : We have got a list {rom which

we find out.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh):

which year Government propose to introduce the tender S

~ Shri HARESWAR DAS : From the next year o
issuing instructions in this behalf.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimgamh
In view of the fact that fishermen in our State, b
Muslims, are poor and it is difficult for them t0 for ¢
rative Societies by themselves, will they be exemP ent an
submitting tenders and will the Revenuc lart;t so that
Co-operative Department change the rules of settiem o aiven
these genuine fishermen can be saved and they S
settlement by the Government ?

From
ystem ?



198 QUESTIOI\’S [22nD Aug.,
Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): As far as

the Revenue Department js concerned amendment of the rules
will not be necessary,

Shri RANENDRA

MOHAN DAS (Karimganj-North):
Will the lowest tenders

also will be accepted ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: That

1s so. That is meant
by tender system.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the Table)

Waiting room and 2 house for booking
office at Sajkhowa

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)
asked:

8. Will the MiniStcr-in-chargc of Transport be pleased to
state—

(2) Whether Government arec aware that the Passengers
and the staff of Assam Transport have been
experiencing great difficulties for want of a
waiting room and a house for booking office and
booking is being made in a temporary tin shed

of small height at Saikhowa, the last destination
of Tinsukia-Dholla Bus line ?

(6) Whether Government h

ave taken yp a proposal to
construct these depar

tmental buiidings ?
(‘C) If Sg’ whether plan and estimates for the same have

c€en prepared and technica] and administrative
approval accorded for the purpose ?

(d) When can we CXpect commencement and comple-
tion of the work ?
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Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
port) replied:

8. (a)—Yes.
(tll)—'.&fCﬁ.

(¢)—Yes.

(d)—Public Works Department has been asked to take
up and complete the construction during the current financial

year.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
What were the difficulties in taking up the construction during

the last few years ?

Capt. WILLTAMSON A. SANGMA: In reply to a
similar question of the same hon. Member 1t has }Jeen
already replied that unfortunately the construction of the
buildings could not be taken up by the Government for
breaches in the Bund of the Brahmaputra near this station.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Whether the
Minister is aware of the fact that there is no breach there
since 1956 ?

Gapt, WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : That is why the
Government have already directed the Public Works DCPall'lt‘
ment to take up and complete the construction during IHE
current financial year. '

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakgangl)l s
Whether it is a fact that there are many other __Statct an
stations which are running in temporary sheds withou 4

proper accommodation ?

Ves, it is 2 fact.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA: ent sheds in

We have not been able to provide with perman
many other stations.
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Erosion of Amguri, Saponapather and Garomallapathers
of Barpeta Subdivision by the Beki river

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked :
9. Will the Minister-in-chargc of Public Works Depart-
ment (Embankment and Drainage) be pleased to state—

(a) Whether there has been erosions of Amguri,
Saponapather and Garomallapathers of Barpeta
Subdivision ?

(b) If so, how many bighas of lands have been
eroded ?

(¢) Why Government have not_takcrgl any measure to
stop erosions of the Beki river :

(d) Whether the high officials of Embankment anq
- Drainage Department cver visited the area ?

(¢) If so, when ?

(/) When these erosions will be stopped by the
Government ?

(g) Whether it is a fact that the Beki _river 1s taking
its course westwards down the railway bridge ?

(k) Whether the Government propose to take anti-
erosion measures ?

(¢) Ifso, when ?

(7)) Whether Government will take immediate measures
to give spurs on the right bank from the Bekij
bridge to the Beki acrodrome ?

(k) If so, when ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister,
P.W.D. (Embankment and Drainage)] replied:

9, (a)—Yes.

() —About 1,500 bighas of land have been eroded since
1942 : but the eroded portions of Amguri and Sapona have since
been silted up and become fit for cultivation,
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(¢)—This is not considered necessary at this stage.
(d)—Yes.

(e;—By Addl. Chief Engineer (Embankment and Drain-
age), Assam in 1954,

(f)—Does not arisein view of reply to ().

(g)—Yes.
(h)—Does not arise in view of reply to (&)

({)—Does not arise.

(j)—Deces not arise in view of reply to (c).

(k) —Does not arise.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog): In
reply to (¢) it is stated, “This is not considered necessary at
this stage’”. May I know why it is not considered necessary 0
take up measures to stop erosions of Beki river ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Embankment and Drainage): The answeris there 1n.(b),
‘bu the eroded portions of Amguri and Sapona have since
been silted up and become fit for cultivation.’

Shiri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR: Wherefrom it
has been ascertained that it is fit for cultivation ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: From the
district authorities.
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Gondole.nce. on .the death of Shri Nihar Rangpher,
Shri Bimala Kanta Bora and Sat Sunga Angami

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :
Mr. Spca]fer, Sir, with your permission, I want to make a
reference in this House about the sad demise of three of the
hon. Members of this august House.

Shri Nihar Rongpher, who was a Member of this House
in the last term was a reputed social worker. He did a lot
of social service in the Mikir Hills District and also he took
keen interest for the amelioration of the condition of the back-
ward Mikir brothers and sisters and he made valuable contri-
bution to bring about better understanding between all sections
of the people. He held the Office of the Chicf Exccutive
Member of the Mikir Hills Distrizt Council and he discharged
his duties as such to the satisfaction of the people and all {he
time he showed great eagerness and anxiely for speedy develop-
ment of this district. gPREE

I would like to make a reference to Shri Bimala Kanta
Bora, who was a Member of the previous term of thig
Assembly. As you know, Sir, he was an advocate and a
social worker. He also took special interest in literatures,
He devoted some of his time in journalism. FHe was the
Sub-Editor of the Assamia and he was also associated with the
Amrita Bazar Patrika. ‘He also used to edit a quarterly
journal by the name, Samabay. He was a reputed advocate
of the State and his me}tured thinking helped this august
House considerably in solving many complicated problems,

Sir, next I want to make a reference to Shri Sat Sunga
Angami. He was a Member of this House for this term but
after the separation of @hc Naga Hills and. 'I:uensang areas
from Assam he had to give up his Membership in this House.
We all know how devotedly he worked to bring peace in the
Naga Hills and how he faced bravely those people who did
not believe in non-violence and peace. He had to make the
extreme sacrifices fox: that and the hon. Members of this House
know of the tragic circumstances under which his death took
place. il e _
Sir, I feel thatitis in the fitness of things on the part of
this august House to pay our respects to these deceased
Members and also to convey our sincere condolence to the
members of the bereaved families of those Members.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : Mr. Speaker
Sir; I fully associate with the feelings just now expressed by
the Leader of the House on the sudden death of these three
notable ex-Members of this House.

*Speech rot corrected.
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Sir, Shri Bimala Bora was an able par]iamentarian. He
took part and contributed his best in almost all the important
matters that came up before the House. He was also very
sociable. Although he belonged to a particular political party
in this House he mixed with all of us and expressed his views
on different matters and shared his views with us on various
problems. He was also a brilliant lawyer. At his loss the
State asa whole is poorer today.

The other two friends have left us at a time when we
want their help to suppress the tense feeling between the people
of the hills and the plains.

Shri Rangpher was a very good, social and amiable
worker. He tried to bridge the diflerence between the hills
and the plains people. Sat Sunga Angamt came to this House
when we were fecling the absence of Naga friends in this
House and within a very short time he tried his best to remove
the grievances of the Naga people by bringing them back to
us and making them fecl that they are equal citizens of this
country. Sir, today at his loss we really are very SOITY and
poorer and we hope that the departed soul will rest in peace.
We today take solace in the feelings that men do not live on
bread alone but on deeds and let such deeds guide us in future,

Mr. SPEAKER: It is with great sorrow that I associate
myself with what the hon. Leader of the House and the hon.
Leader of the Opposition have just said.

Shri_Bi.mala Kanta Bora was a man of high abilities and
carned distinction in many walks of life whether as a parliamen-
tarian or a civic leader of Nowgong and as fighter for freedom
he never spared himself. As I said that he was a man of high
degree of ability, but above all he was a man who had a great
fund of humanity. Towards the end of his life he devoted him-
self to several social activities including the resuscitation of
Batadrava the birth place of Sreemanta Sankar. _

Shri Nihar Rongpher was a Member of this House and 2
great social worker in the District of the Mikir Hills and he did
mucll1 for the amelioration of the down trodden and backward
people, '

Shri Satsu Angami was here for a short time as a Member
from the Naga Hills, He bclonged to the armed forces. Although
he possessed a very amiable exterior, he wasa man of iron wil
and determination. As the Leader of the House has just said he
died for a noble cause, namely, for the integration of the peopl¢
of the Naga Hills with the people of this great country-.

I request the hon. Members to rise on their seats in honout
of those illustrious sons of the State. ;

(All the Members rose in their seats for a while)
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Discussion on Demands for Excess Grants for the year
1953-54

.IW.r. SPEAKER Next item of the agends. Demands for
for Excess Grants for 1953-53,

*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugrah) Mr.
Speaker, Sir, the passing of the Excess Grant is merely a for-
mality because the expenditure has already been Incurred and
the Demand has now been placed in the House for its approval.
In this respect certain aspects of the excess grant sho_uld be borne
in mind. Firstly, this expenditure relates to the financial year
1953-54. After taking three years as the usual time for auditing
and consolidation of the accounts this Demand for Excess Grant
should have come before this House in the year 1957-58.

-years time is quite enough for auditing and consolidating tlye
accounts.

Three

Again, with regard to Grant No. 36 we find in the Explana-
tion given that the excess amount required is Rs.13. It hag been
explained that the actual provision was reduced to Rs,]3 due
to rounding of the total provision.

*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance);
Sir, the reference made by the hon. Member is to come after-
wards. The present item relates to only Demand for Excess
Grants charged upon the Consolidated Fund of the St

: ’ ate for
1953-54. He is making the observations relating  to this item
under the general budget.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Memb
making any observation he would like to
the fact that we are particularly discussin
diture charged upon the Consolidated Fu
hon. Member confines himself to this s

er 1s within his right in
make. Butin view of
g the item for expen-
nd, it is desirable jf the
ubject only,

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : He will
have to speak twice. If he is allowed to make general obserya-
tion on the whole list of demands he can include all of them
and in that way the Minister in-charge will also be able to reply
only once,

Mr. SPEAKER: et us see how he fares,

#Speech not corrected.,
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#*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugrah) : In
certain cases excess demands have become nec3ssary due to bad
budgecting. For example, Grant No 36: here Rs. 13 is required
simply because the total provision was rounded off. It is the
usual proccdure in budgeting that the next higher unit is taken
in rounding off Now, in Assam 100 is taken as an unit, SO
next 100 should have been taken. Again, we find in the expla-
nation given regarding “Superannuation  Allowances and
Pensions” is: ‘‘excess expenditure under the head could not be
anticipated for la k of adequate information in due time. Now
by giving this explanatory note, the Government are criticising
themselves. Goverument should have known the actual require-
ments for superannuation allowance and pensions because
Government should have worked out the average numbers of
people who retire in a year and the average number of
people who are expected to go to retirement prematuarely or are
forced to retire. As Government have not been able to coilect
the necessary information under this head, it shows that there 1s
something wrong with the administration -itself. This defect
should be discovered and rectified.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance):
Mr. Speaker Sir, my hon. Friend has made two criticisms, one
of which is of a gencral nature. It relates to the fact that these
amount are now placed for regularisation before the Assembly
though the expenditute related to the period 1953-54. His con-
tention is that for this regularisation we ought to have
approached the Assembly since the excess expenditure related
to the year 1953-54. What my Friend says has some force,
but in these particular cases which are now being placed
before the Assembly, I would like to bring certain facts to the
knowledge of the hon. Members and I am sure after these
facts have been placed, the objection raised on this account
will be waived. As the hon. Member is aware, whenever
any excess expenditure with regard to any item is anticipa-
ted or is brought to the notice of the Finance Department, the
usual procedure is that permission for such excess expenditure
is obtained from the House through a supplementary demand.
Th_ls procedure of placing Supp]eﬁlentary demand before the
legislature for excess expenditure can only be resorted to 1
the Department concerned or the Finance Department 15 aware
of such excess expenditure before the close of financial year,
If it is not possible for the Department or the Finance DCPaFtI
ment to know of the exess expenditure before close © ﬁnanci;a
year, they cannot come forward for the €XCESS bcf'OI'elt ;
legislature by way of Supplementary Demand. The iy e
native is to show such excess expenditure in the APPI’OP“atcl}‘:’11
Accounts, which are placed before the Public Accounts (o=
mmittee. After these expenditure have been considered by
i #Speech not correcteds
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the Public Accounts Committee and the Commitiee js satis-
fied with regard to such excess expenditure, these are placed
before the Assembly for the purpose of regularisation. Tt is
this procedute which has now been followed. If the hon.
Member will please refer to the jtems in the statement of cx-
cess expenditure Charg?:d on the Consolidated Fund of the State
during 1953-54, he will find that one relates

to “‘superannua-
g S 3 L
tion allowances and persion” and the other relates to “State
prisoners and Detenues. Now, so far as the firstitem is

concerned.

Mr. SPEAKER : I thought the Hon’ble Minister was

speaking about the expenditure charged on the Consolidated
Fund of the State.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALIL AHMED (Minister, Finan-
ce): Yes. Sir, one is ““‘Superaunuation Allowances and Pecp-
sions’’ and the other is ¢‘State Prisoners ahd Detenues, ctc.?’

Mr. SPEAKER : I see.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Sofar as the first
item is concerned, these additional funds are provided under
““Charges in England’’ at the instance of the High Commissioner
for India in London. As proposals are sometimes received by
Government {rom the High Commissioner at the fag end of the
year when the}"e 18 no scope whaisoever for coming forward
before the Legislature with Supplementary demand, we have no

other alternative but to bring these facts to the notice of the
Public Accounts Committee and,

: after they are approved by the
' Committee, to come forward before the House for the purpose
of regular}satlon. Accerdingly after his excess expenditure has
beer_l considered l:}y the Public Accounts Clommittee this is the
earliest opportunity we have of piacing the matter before the
House for the purpose of regularisation. If the hon. Member
will be pleased_to look into the Report of the Public
Accounts Committee for the year 1953-54, he will find under
paragraph 4 at page 23 that “the Committee recommends that
the total excess of Rupees 43,816 and Rupees 23,350, shown
in paragraphs 2 and 3 above, be regularised by the Legislature
in the manner prescribed in A

L rticle 205 of the Constitution”,
Accordingly, we have now c

OW come forward before the House
for the purpose of regularisation.
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Similarly, so far zs the item regarding State prisoners
and detenues is concerned, this is also an expenditure about
which we could not get information in time to come forward
with a supplementary demand. Therefore, this matter was
also placed before the Public Accounts Clommittee and the
Public Accounts Committce have recommended it and so it has
been included in the total amount mentioned in the report
which I have placed before the House. T hope in view of this
information given by me the hon Member wlll waive his objection.

Shri GAURI SANEAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
Will the Minister be pleased to let us know what is the date
of the report ofthe Public Accounts Committee, referred to?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finan-

ce): Some time in 1958.

M. SPEAKER: That isso. The Clonstitution authorises
by Article 205 to bring Demands for Excess Grants before
the House. ‘The usual practice in Lek Sabha as well asin the
Housc of Commons has been that those excess grants have to
be scrutinised by the Public Accounts Committee and on the
recommendation of the Public Accounts Committee those €x-
cess grants are brought before the House. It has only one
snag. In the House of Commons and, if T remember a right, 1
Lok Sabha, these excess grants are brought at the earliest op-

portunity before the House.

Now in the present case, the amount was spent in the
year 1953-54 and the Demand for Excess Grant has been brou-
ght before the House in 1958. I find that the Public Accounts
Committee alco for reasons of its own did not submit the
report till 7Tth March, 1958. Therefore, the respomibihty for
the delay has to be shared both by the Government as well a5
by the hon. Members of this House, Perhaps in futur¢ i this
matter we should be more prompt.

Another thing I would like to suggest is that the lists of
Demands for FExcess Grants should be separately preparef-‘
Therefore for the convenience of the hon. Memf}?crngﬂ
this House two separate lists should be prepared one (])é‘fxcess
mands for Excess Grants and, the other for Demands for i
Appropriation and printed ceparately so that there m y
be any confusion in the minds of the hon. Members.
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA
Mr. Speaker,

this matter ?

(Gauhati): —
Sir, may I be permitted to speak a few words on

The position is this that till recently the accounts both
Appropiration Accounts and Finance Accounts of the Govern-

ment used to be sent to the Accountant General very late. In
some cases accounts used to be sent to the Accountant General
even after some years, Then in the Accountant General’s Office
accounts have had to pass through the usual process of scrutiny
and so on and then they were sent to the Public Accounts Com-
mittee for examination. The Public Accounts Cemmittee has no
direct access to the Government records and papers unless and
until they are forwarded to the Public Accounts Committee by
the Accountant General. Now from our experience for the ]
few years, we find thatby now the position has improved,
at the beginnig when any audit objection was ma de,
remain in the Government Departments not only for n
sometimes for years. Therefore hands of the Accountar
used to remain tight and he could not submit any re
Public Accounts Committee or to the Government in
Sir, I must say that things have improved,
the accounts will not be delayed and this s>
regularised whithin a shorter time.

ast
But
it used to
nonths but
1t General
port to the
time. Now,
and I hope in future
rt of thing would be

Mr. SPEAKER 1 am grateful to the hon, Member
from Gauhati for bringing this matter to the notice of the

House. I find now that Finance Accounts for 1957 have already

been passed and that is a difinite improvement,

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister,
Sir, may I make one or two observation
suggestions which have heen given by you?
cxcess expenditures in excess of grants and charged on Consoli-
dated Furd should be given scparately. I shall see that it is
done, because giving these together really biing about confusion
in the House. In future I shall see that the demands for excess

grants and the statement of excess expenditures charged on
Consolidated Fund are printed in separate lists.

Finance)
s with regard to the
One is statements of

Now, so far as delay is concerned, as has already bheen
explained by my hon. Friend from Gaubati, I have no
control over those things. I shall see that the accounts are
compiled early "nd sent to the Accountant General for hig
scrutiny in time, This will help the Public Accounts Committee
to have the earliest opportunity to go through the accounts,
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Voting on Demands for Excess Grauats for 1953-594

GRANT No.4

¢9,—Stamp”’

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Printing and
Stationery) On the recommendation of the Governor of Assam,
I beg, Sir, to move thatan a Iditonal amount of Rs..ﬁ,él-’k), be
granted to the Minister-in-charge for meeting certain exc:ass
expenditure during the year ending on the 31st March, 1954,
for the administration of the head “9—Stamps’’.

Sir, the reasons for this grant has been given in the expla-
natory notes. My estcemed colleague the Finance Minister has
exp'ained generally the rcasons and circumstances for which we
have to come before the House with the demands for excess
grants. So far as this particular grant is concerned, 1t was
placed before the Public Accounts Committce for their exami-
nation and oa their recommendation we have come (0 the
House for its regularisation. -

Mr. SPEAKER The motion moved is that an additional
amount of Rs. 6,445 be granted to the Minisier-in-charge for
meeting certain excess expenditure during the year ending ?’,1‘“
March, 1954 for the administration of the head ‘ ‘9—Stamps.

(The motion was put and adopted)

GRANT No.11
““27.—Administration of Justice”

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Miaister, Judicial)
On the recommendation of (he Governor of Assam, 1 beg, SiT,
to move that an additional amount of Rs. 37,358 be grantqd to
the Minister-in-charge for meecting certain excess expenditure
during the year ending on the 31st March, 1954 for ”thc
administration of the head ¢27—Administration of Justice.

Sir, I have already stated as to why this is necessary _and
the explanation also gives indication with regard to the 1tem
for which this excess expenditure has been incurred. L

Mr. Speaker: The motion moved is that an addltlo?ail'"
amount of Rs. 37,358 be granted to the Minister-in-Ch?lrg%l(;t- :
meeting certain excess expenditure during the year end1&1§1inié_:
March 1954 for the adminisiration of the h=ad «27—A '
tration of Justice.”

(The motion was put and adopted)

-
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. GRANT No. 36.
“57.—Miscellaneous—III—Contributions.”

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister,
Finance) On the recommendation of the Governor of Assam,
I beg, Sir, to move that an additional amount of Rs,li% be
granted to the 1\1inistcr-in—charge for meeting certain excess
expenditure during the year ending on the 31st March, 1954 for
the administration of the head ¢57.—Miscellaneous—IIT.—
Contributions.”’

The reasons for the grant are given in the explanatory
notes.

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion moved is that an additional
amount of Rs.13 be granted to the Minister-in-charge  for
meeting certain excess expenditure during the year ’_Cndmg_ st
March, 1954 for the administration of the head “57.— Miscel-
laneous— ITI.—Contributions.”’

(The motion was put and adopted.)
Finance Accounts, 1956-57 and Audit Report, 1957

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY (Minister,
Parliamentary Affairs): I beg to lay out, Sir, copies of the
Finance Accounts, 1956-57 and Audit Report, 1957.

Report of the Public Accounts Committee

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Chairman) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I, the Qhauman of the Public Accounts Committee, having
been authorised by the Committee to submit this report on

their behalf, present the same on the Appropriation Accounts,
1954-55 and the Audit Report, 1956—Part II, Appropriation
Accounts, 1955-56 and the Audit

Report, 1957—Part I1I,
Finance Aecounts, 1954-55 and the

. Audit Report, 1955 and
and Finance Accounts 1955-56 and the Audit Report, 1956.

Further discussion on the Motion on Food situations

' of the State

Mr. SPEAKER : I would like to
afternoon we should continue food debate
large number of hon. Members of the
take part in the discussion. Therefore
this matter for the consideration of
Committee and they should sit after th
and decide it.

suggest that in the
till 28th, because a
House would like to
» I would like to suggest
the Business Advisory
¢ House is adjourned
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#*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, all the hon. Members,of this House
who have participated in he discussion on the food situation
of the State have underlined the gravity of the situation. Even
though it appears that the food situation’ is not only a big
problem to our State but to the whole world, Professor Bradley
Stamp of the International Gommission of the U. N. Q. who
conducted a survey of food production of the world has come
to a conclusion along with other experts that food production
in the world has not been able to keep pace with the growth of
population in spite of the advance of science. Human society
is expanding at an alarming rate, the rate is about 20 millions
per year. So, Sir, with the dawn of every day we have to feed
65 thousan:! more mouths. Thisis certainly formidable posi-
tion if we cannot make naturc to give her all to us. If the
entire arable land in the werld is utilised for growing foodgrains
and distributed to the people living on the surface of the globe
it will be four acies per head and it has been estimated by
eminent experts that about 9 acres cof land under scientific
farming is necessary to supply food to one person alone. In
tropical countries of course this figure will ‘be a little altered
because the heat and moisture in tropical countrics encourage
growth of vegetation. But in our country where we have 10
depend mostly on rain the position is dillerent.

We shall be able to understand the enormity of this
problem if we take into consideration certain bas‘c facts. The
population in India in 1957 was 337 millions and the total
cultivable land in that year was 244 million acres. If we take
the rate of increase of population at 5 millions per year,
according to the recent calculation of various scientific bodies,
we find that in 1971 the population of India will rise to 476
millions. Now, Sir, according to Prof. Stamp’s calculation i
9 acres of land can supply food only to one person, then if the
entire cultivable land is brought under cultivation to grow
foodgrains, that food can feed only about 271 millions people
and the remaining population shall have to depend on importe
food or face starvation. Can’t we do away with cultivation
of tea, jute, cotton, tobacco, rubber. coffee and such other
cash crops which used up about 19 million acres of our arable
land ? On the other hand, the demand for production of these
crops  1s also very great and varous schemes for extending
cultivation of jute have been taken up every year- Therefore,
about two hundred million people shall have to face starvation
or to depend on import food from outside, IFrom thes e

e T

*Speech not corrected.
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we can have an idea of the enormity of this problem. How
- can we, therefere, be sclf-sufficient in food ? Sir, I have a
belief that this food problem will remain a perpetual problem
of our country for sometime to come. The other day the
- Union Minister for Food and Agriculture has stated in the
Lok Sabha that he is not very hopeful about the fulfilment of
the target of food production and that the required fertilisers
also are not available in cur country. The Congress President
also mentioned in the last Gauhati Congress session that food
production would be the real front of our Plan, meaning the
- Second Five Year Plan. Therefore Sir, in this situation one
may naturally ask, what is thq soluiioq of this problem, how
are you going to do it ? Solution of this problem to my mind
lies in two directions. If we take the land figures of India we
- will find that the total cultivable land is about 4 million
acres, out of this 61 per cent is crop growing, 16 per cent is
- always remaining fallow and the rest is now waste land, only 5
small portion of it is utilised under primitive method of farming,
Now, that shows thatin a country which is tacing acute food
problem, it has been able to utilise_only 6L per cent of its
available Jand for food production. In Assam the figures will
‘be higher because here the majority of the cultivators are not
owners of land. Therefore, as I have alre{ld)’ said, solution of
this problem lies in two directions. Iirstly, our ability to
improve our cultivable land and to bring under cultivation al]
reclaimable land that is lying waste now. ] Secondly, we must
take to intensive cultivation. For intensive cultivation it is
-necessary that there should be perpetual improvement of al]
cultivable land. Now, that improvement is not possible unless
the first and_ foremost requisite is fulfilled. That first and
foremost requisite is that the peasant, the tiller of the soil must
have an interest in his land. But that interest cannot be
infused in him unless his ownership over the land is established
that is, unless the tiller of the soil maintains actnal ownershi];’»
of the land. Now, Sir, history proves it not only in our country
put also in the world, that, where there is sharing in the
roduce of_thc land, there cannot be improvement because in
most cases it leads only (o single profit.  In America also we
find ju .,t_afte}‘ the civil war—I am quoting from the American
Economic History, Sixth Edition, where it is said:

- «Before the Givil War the South was almost entirely
agricultura], cngaged 1 raising some foodstufls but dependent
chiefly upon the gtg:at staple, cotton, which was produced on
large plantations y the labour of Negro slaves. The war and
the freeing of the slaves changed the system. The products
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remained the same, but the manner of production was altered.
Ruined by the war, the great planter had neither resources
nor equipment to continue the old plantation under a wage
system. Some manncr of livelihood, however, had to be found
for him and for the new freeman. The result was the gradual
breaking up of the large holdings into small farms ranging
from 20 to 50 acres, which are operated by Negroes, usually
as sharecroppers or tenant farmers. * * * The effect of this
system has been almost as destructive to the soil as that of the

old plantation system’.

1n Russel’s World Population
and World Food Supplies—I am referring to that portion of
the report relating to India and Pakistan—here it says— A
contributory cause of the low level of productiveness in some
districts has been the system of land tenure based on share-
cropping, which often acts as 4 deterrent. 'This is to be
abolished and replaced by peasant proprietorship and some
form of co-operative farming. Consolidated cultivation of
sugarcane, whichis a kind of co-operation, has been accom-
plished in the tube-well areas as already mentioned and may
yet be achieved elsewhere for purposcs of {ractor cultivation.
Extension of the idea to the entirc group of holdings is propose

and methods for carrying out have been devised ; they involve
rearranging the boundaries. Colonies of this kind have already
been established in Bombay, and reccive loans or grants from
the Government enabling them to acquire the large implements
needed or to reclaim additional land’". :

Then again, we find in Sir Jol

Now, not only in India, Japan or China but also in the
continental countries we find sharing of crop genemlly lcads to
deg_eneration of land because the cultivator cannot be induce
to improve the land. So, the primary necessity, if we want to
tackle the food problem, is to tackle first the land problem. We
must make the peasant, the tiller, proprietor of the land. Unless
this is done, there cannot be improvement of the land. | ow
can we expect a tenant-cultivator who stands the risk of eviction
at any time to improve that land ?

“Sccondly, the most important thing 1s that we must take
to intensive and scientific method of cultivation. NOWs in this
direction, a lead from the Government is expected. Apart
from the intensive and scientific method of cultivation | w;
must control the destruction wrought by pests. It hag1 t('aen
calculated by experts that pests devour 1/3rd of the produc ‘f
of India. This figure has been given by an eminent Entomoro-
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gist Mr. K. B. Lal ; it is not my figure. Also it was estimated

that an adultrat consume two ounces of grain and a baby
rat consumes one ounce of grain, The rats have an access to
the stock of food grains. In the Budget Session of 1957, M.
Lalmawia referred to the rat menance in the Mizo Hills district.
Government promised to look into it. Government is still
looking into the matter, Regarding this we have not been
able to cope with the rat menace. We have found that very
good Ahu cultivation in the North Bank has been destroyec

bugs and we have not been able to cope with it and a
amount of crop has been lost,

1 by
good

With regard to the use of fertiliser it is very difficult for
our peasants to take to it unless our youngmen tak
scheme. An extensive scheme should be worked o
Government. WNow the scheme should start from
certain lessions of it in the taxt hooks. From L. P
Colleges, the students should have some knowledge of the pests.
They must have some knowledge of the usual pests and other
fungus and their attacks, so that when they go out of the
schools or colleges, they may advise our Peasaats as to how to
fight these pests. Secondly, in every school there should be g
pasture say 1/10th of an acre for the purpose of demonstrating
cultivation in a scientific manner. Students from these schools
may disseminate the knowledge to the peasants in the villages,
The subject should find a place in the school text books also,

¢ up this
ut by the
introdur‘ing
Schools to

Now again if we take to the question of cropping, the
principal crop in Assam is Sali. . Gove_rnment have not supplied
any statistics, but on a rough cslimate it can be safely estimated
without any fear of _contradiction that the overwhelming
majority is the Sali, which is cultivated on share cropping basis
mostly.  So there is no improvement of the land——improve-
ment in the yield. There is no attempt to irrigate the land.
There is no_ attempt to make the field yield two or three Crops.
There has been a fall in the production figurc. From the
Government figures I can show that the y_ie}d is graduall
decreasing. For example, here from the statistics supplied by

the Government it is found that the yield per acre in pound is
in 1936—1939—663.6.

1948—49 ... it come to 529

1950—351 v 3799,
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So the yield peracare is gradually decreasing. Now this 1s
the situation. At this stage our salvation lies in putting a land
reform measue with all the seriousness. It is not enough to
enact certain mesures, enact some laws unless they are imple-
mented. We have certain legislative measures at our credit,
but they have not been implemented. The peasants herc are also
not organised to the extent that they may themselves enforce
them. On the top of that we find that eviction 1s the order
of the day, the Government everywhere, whether in the grazing
reserves or in the forest reserves or in some other waste lands
where the peasants have settled, are cvicting them in every
day—in every month. We have scen in the districts of Kamrup
and Lakhimpur the peasants have been cvicted with their stand-
ing crops in the fields. This must be stopped and settlement
should be made on scientific basis after a proper survey of the
land. In Zamindary areas, it is ten years, but no records of
rights have yet been prepared. It may take another ten
years: )
Now if we come to the question of intensive cultivation,
the most important thing is the facility for irrigation. We
cannot wait for the big projects like Kopili and others.
Attemps should be made to have the projects, but in the mean-
time Government should have big dams to store rain water to
be utilised for irrigation purposes. Then deep tube wells may
play a great part, particularly in the drought affected areas.
It is estimated that an 1" diametre pipe can irrigate 3,300 acres
of land. Provided other facilities are there, fcw such tube
wells can be of great help in the drought affected areas.

Then I would like to refer to the question of plough
cattle.  We have seen that our cattle population is being
gradually dissipated by rinderpest and other discases. Lhe
breed of our cattle are also gradually getting POOTCI. No
attempts are being made to sterilise the inferior varieties O
cattle and also to introduce better varieties of cattle. That
must be done at once. No research work for cattle has been
taken up. The whole Veterinary Department is not able to
give any fruit of the research to the peasant in this direction-
Of course it may take some time to introduce bettcr breeding.
But smaller tractots to be run by discal or kerosene like the
Japanese type of tractors may be used by some sections of our
farmers.

Then again I come to the qaestion
There are some areas which have been shu Or h
water to come in, as a result of which the f'ertlth.(?'F s
soil cannot come to those areas. There is also 110 provision to
allow some quantities of the flood water to come and deposit

of flood control.
t out for the floo
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some silt, so that the fertility of those areas could be mamta:i—
ned. in other areas embankments have becn construc&cd in
such a way as to render the peasant’s land useless. That is one
aspect of the thing. ‘The other aspect is with regard to _thc
Government’s arguments with regard to the weather condition.
If we go to study the weather condition of the last ten years—
the rain fall and other wcather conditions in Assam, we find it
is very freakish. There have been recurrence of drought and
floods. It will be difficult for some time to come o obviate
and take sciéntific methods to tackle this problem. In the
meantime, we should undertake research for C\’Ol\’lr_lg cultiva-
tion of varieties of cereals that may be drought resistant and
flood resistant. Here research is being carried out by a Labo-
ratory Assistant, who has no idea of the research:

No research has been carried on to use the fallow land i,
the Hills. In the Hills, of course, we find the Forest Depart-
ment has taken some Pilot Projects but barring that no work,
no experiement has been uudertaken 1n the Hills for the pyy-

ose of soil conservation and soil erosion there. An attempt
could have been made by taking a few Hills in a few districig
o0 launch a scheme by means of which the hill tops could haye
been forested, in the second layer some food 91”0P‘f3 Cf_Juld have
been grown, in the 3rd layer selected varlet}cs ol trees coulq
have been planted and in the fourth layer some cash cpqy
could havc been grown. But none of these mC?SUWD éi.a‘«'e been
taken by the Agricultural Department, neither 1ave this depayt.
ment taken any measure to initiate our peasantry to try ¢q
tackle the problem in that direction.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Food and Agriculture): Forest Departmont 1 doing some-
things in that direction in the Hill areas.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): This
problem should h.’:l,VC been tackled from several dlI‘CCthns. The
most important direction is that we mgst do away with share-
croppiug tqtally_. I know it is a very difficult problem not only
because it 18 difficult to disturb the stafus quo l?ut al.So for
another reason.  Most of our political leaders are vitally interes-
ted in this share-cropping business. Therefore, if such a
things is undertaken. It is likely it will change the balance
of the State. But _1f we do this, and organise the pecasantry
to take the initiative to implement the schemes by starting
some Land Development Boards and helping these Boards
with men, money and other scientific advice, I am sure, we
would have been successful to a great extent in solving this
problem, I, therefore request hon. Minister to bear this in mind.

Speech not corrected




1958] MOTION 217

Swami KRISHNANANDA BRAHMACHARI (Kokrajhar)
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C1EaTs Fiw Ff4q a@icd ara G| e |

U JOR MANIK SIEM OF MYLLIEM [Nongpoh
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: Sir, I represent
a constituency known as the rice producing area of this
gllstrict, but unfortunately it is not so now. At present there
is acute scarcity of rice in that rice producing area as \a‘fe.ll
as in other areas also. To solve the food position some fair
price shops have been opened even in that rice producing
area of my constituency, but due 10 shovtage of supply, the
fair price shops cannot cope with requirement of the pecople ;
hence the people are suffering and are facing starvation.
Another point I would like to inform the House 13 that 11
the area where I represent there has been epidemic among the
cattle population and a large number of cattle died during
the last six months and the discase has not subsided even
by now. The Veterinary Department has been trying their best
to control the disease but all the attempts have not been suc-
cessful due to the fact that the stock of medicine is not
sufficient to deal with the disease. Unless Government take
urgent measures to stop the spread of the disecase among the
cattle population, I am afraid, it will not be possible on the part
pf the department concerned to control the disease in future
if it spreads to other areas also. Steps should be taken
lrpmediately to prevent against the sprcad of the anima
d.lscas_e to other areas. Sir, so far as the question of rice situa-
tion 1s concerned, I may say that we are always in deficit.
Even in my constituency cultivators had 2 poor har-
vest last year, but I am sorry to say that this year it 1s going
to be worse. Unless Government take proper measures 1
this respect the people will have to face starvation next yeale.
Sir, regarding the Veterinary Department I may say that wit
the skeleton staff that the department has at present, 1t Wi
not be possible to cope with the cattle disease. Government,
therefore, should try to get some experts Who will be able to
control the disease and also to check it from sprequng ﬁ:OIP
one village to another. With the bad communication as L
at present and with the existing staff, 1 am ai."raud, the Veterl-
nary Department will not be able to cope€ with the disease
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Now regarding the Agricultural staff also I may point
out that although they have been trying their best to help
the people but as they are badly understaffed, they have not
been able to render as much help to the people as they should
In this connection, I would like to refer to one instance.
Last year only one Agricultural Inspector had to supervise
the areas from Umsning, Bhoi to Pynursla in the border
area. Sir, I can’t understand how one Agricultural Inspec-
tor can be expected to cover such a wide are a and perhaps
with the strenuous work that this officer had to perform ks
duty, that made his life very miserable and ultimately (e
disease over-powered him. I don’t like t0 say that Government
officers are to be blamed for everything. We also have to exa.
mine ourselves and we have to see what are the
running the administration. 1In this connection I may dite
an instance, when the cattle died on account of some
of some disease, the people are partly responsible for this,
because they ghd not care to inform yhe Veterinary Assis-
tants in time if the mformatlon was given few days earlier
the Veterinary Department p_erhaps cc‘)u‘ld have done better
work and. If they had sufficient medicine to deal with the
disease than what they have done so far. In the case of
agriculture also if they are not understaffed they could have
done much better work than they have done so  far.

defects in

Soon top of this, I am afraid, we are living on the days of
too many committees and conferences and these to certain extent
hamper the work of the officers, especially in the district
level. I know of some officers who says they could not attend
to their normal duties for constantly attending to conferenceg
and committees. It is to be seen whether we should decide
everything in committees and conferences. I do not know
how far we can improve matters by these committees and
conferences. These committees and conferences seem to have
relieved the officers of a great measure of responsibility apart
from the time they have to spend in them. We cannot 4 s
ciate the works of our officers if we decide every little thin..
through committees. 1 do not know what good we can Ao 8
from these committees. There are ordinary matters whicl, 1ve
officer could have used his own discretion more expediti an
but since he is aware that there would be committ ously,
would not like to apply his discretion but he hag b téles he
on the decision of the committees and thus he ha Spend
hand even insmall matters. Th h > 1o free

: i ul matt us we have not been ahle ¢
appreciate his ab1ht1e§ either. Because of all these committe s
and conferences, I think, we have taken too much time 3‘
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the officers also. Some of these officers are disappointed
because they have found that work is to much for them.

do not know if Government will still continue to work through
these committees and conferences for everything like distribution
of C. I. Sheets and to appointing fair price shop dealers, the
works which district officers could have done more efficiently.

Now, we are to examine how we are to improve the
present food situation in the country. Here in Assam in the
lains and in the hills, some Members have suggested thatwe
should have small industries and small scale irrigation Ppro-
jects. I know, the Agriculture Depariment has started some
irrigation projects but they do not seem 10 be very satisfac-
tory so far and therefore we should select proper places to
render real benefit to a greater section of people instead of
to ‘ome individuals only. The cultivators also need improved
seeds. If they can get good seeds the outturn will be better.
They also require sufficient and good land for cultivation.
They require plough cattle, especially in those areas where
cattle have died in numbers due to epidcmic diseases and
where cultivators have not been able to plough their land for
want of plough cattle. Many applications have been filed to
the author'ties for cattle loans through us. I hope, the
Government will see that these people are granted cattle loan
so that they can take up cultivation at least next year. Unless
that is done, I am afraid, the food situation will be fiirther
worsened in the next year and in the years to come.

I would appeal to the Government to devise means (o
procure and stock sufficient quantities of rice to be ready 10
hand to meet the exigencies in time for the months to come
and for next year also. The Government should also try to
recruit extra Veterinary staff to be able to tackle epidemic
diseases of cattle. The Veterinary staff should be 1ncrease
temporarily at the moment even when epidemic diseases are-
spreading from village to village. They should also ey sto
introduce irrigation schemes wherever possible and proﬁtablc-
to the people. They should grant sufficient seed loans Of
supply lrx!PI'OVCd seeds to the people so that they can resume
their cultivation next year. I further appeal that the faif
price shops should be increased in view of the acute ood
situation consequent on failure of crops. The quota of food-
grain also should be increased to eaeh persor Jo: &
seer of rice is given to each man Dper week, : F ar
very poor at the moment and for the extra quantty © rice
required for a week he cannot be expected t0 purchase rice at
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the exhorbitant rate now prevailing in the market. At present
the price of rice per maund in the market is Rs.30 to Rs,40. I
hope, the Government will examine this position and will
increase the quota of rice to people from fair price shops.
Wherever necessary and where the people are suflering from
distress more fair price shops should be opened so that these
people can get rice at g reasonable price in these hard days.

"Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have two Motions before the House and
of these two motions, one refers to long term process by which
to improve the food production and the other refers how best we

can tidC'C_)VCI’. the immedjate difficulties caused by the acute
food position in the State.

As regards food production on a long term basis, we have
h_eard a lot of Suggestions very illuminating and very instric-
tive, but to my mind, the need of the house how is we can tide
over the food situatioy the country is facing at the present
moment, Even at this time even if the lean months have not yet
been coming, people are really facing starvation or at least hall
starvation because thejr granaries are empty, the entire Ahu
oyed owing to drought, insects and
with another calamity. The pro-
y bad owing to recent floods, Wl_UCh

gs and washed them away. Cultiva-
t the Aus could look forward for S"';h
ve washed away the seedlings their
and gloomy. So, to my mind the need

in measures so that the people may be
Government should see that the needy
C : Ol starvation. The problem is not only of
productlon but of distribution also. Along with this the neces-
sity for procurement is also of great importance. At present there
is no scope for local brocurement. But what has already been
Proc}lred should be fairly and equitably distributed. As r egards
_ i e shops I heard that last year
certain dealers were stopped the supply due to certain irregu-
larities made by them. It was dope well.  But in their place
though new dealers were appointed in the locality the supply
of rice was stopped for no fault of them. It was done proba-
bly due to some wrong Propaganda made against them.
Though there was rice in the subdivisional godowns it took a
long time to supply it to the fair price shops. Another point -

*Speech not corrected,
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is that the process of disiribution is so cumbrous and lengthy
that no dealer casily like to come forward to take the trouble
of supplying rice. So, I request the Government to sc¢ that
the process of distribution is simplified so that the dealers can
get the supply casily.

Then I come to supply of seeds to the cultivators at the
time of any natural calamity like floods, etc. and when there is
prayer for such supply. In this respect the authorities con-
cerned should purchase such seeds in the local market.  Other-
wise o large quantity of the seeds do not germinate and ulti-
mately the blame comes to the Government and the Depart-
ment becomes unpopular. So, my request to the Government
is that though there will be need or not Government should
purchase such seeds soon after the harvest and make available
to the people at the time of need. Of course it may so happen
that the demand may not arisc and as a result there might be
certain amount of loss of money. But that loss should not be
minded at all. Because it is seen that at the time of need if the

seeds are supplied after procuring from certain farms then 50
ate and thercby the culti-

or 60 per cent of them do not germin
vators are deccived and the money become wasted, and the
crop fails.
Then T come to construction of embankment, etc. W’C
ly of silt

have been hearing always that embankments stop supp
which is a great fertilizer in the ploughing fields but at the
same time in certain areas they cause certain damage which 1s
more serious. Therefore, provision of embankment 1s more
necessary than the supply of silt. So, T request the Government
to provide some money in the provincial budget so that at the
time of need we may get it before waiting for the Central
Government’s grant,

_About long term measures, etc. already much has been
said ;}nd I do not like to repeat the same thing. But the f.act
remains that we should rise to the occasion when the situatioll
so demands. Unless we go to the village we cannot realise 11
what difliculties the villagers are passing their days.

With these observations, Sir, I resu?ne my seat.

Shri DANDIRAM DUTTA ( Mangaldai) 770
s IO, SFE @2 s Ay spp e gfed 4 e i
frw A2 7ACE OIS g (7 €% Oitatsala wfEgce [t A ki
¥q (7% (AR BAFICA FTS ARdw T crd A1 T @ty 92 T
Frzala AT 27 S A=t SisReER gn ¢rEcad TS frgtony A& ACTCA
FTe RIS 3 R A oEeata T @ |
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AT 477 7om At afEata zm gams st oAt o cafsrea Tt
farafa ZRa Stehs oEral frm diffets 9120 @ cdfensw m i
fwats zta (FRAbre [t wiivs oz 9w, aca—sf  fetd, 4w Biwwy
fasit @te 2 99 & et | aZ wifiE  @2h oM cdfsisa ads e
T AtE e AT TAF v fomm ws T G9wa oA 4N T T
(Fizate ATAAT 2T 1 @@ q9E IS Al Al de afaa ) A BlEeay
faetest afr oS Ha7  FlEATHST (TEA GF TE Feats ap
TTACRCST | BAFA ACAZ T AT A4l AT Ffaes 0 faw oboa
cElEfe FAF (FitN TFE AfEACE 7D AT TES sAFETA) waw R
445 (ZTE AT FAATS CAFSAT ARACA PN AT ;AT anath wiws | o
Frard 72 A WEMAF FCAE A AG 92 Tw wEpTET GaEcaET caltrsg
FEE FEF ANt ¢ W@ FALEET A @5 5w Atsts  afaw s
JzeA GAF BT BAMT S AT &R BT 4 F g9 5 st 13187
1 T2T TG CAFAQLT WAFACE AT 2w Tuizad  wwd wicn
qEAE AZEAA AL ASMEE AT TADF ANF G1F qwAs qw@w wfiz e |
o aEAT G-y 41 GG S T T TN fosy avwt wAzs Aon
AfZry | 12 TAFTS Al2 4t CAAiAS =Tt r:«fffse T2 Ffacw | amETw TEF A
At c@ten WA TG CIEEE [T IR G, 7z G g e
At T @i A ©F1% 1 92 G FE Jes sfics o 7w 724 =
(e FcA FT L GRR TIS FEF P Sdivn wfmma zod o
fieaa wAleE bAdal AR Ay CECERE qn aTE cifs Faa g,
Ffaq =icdl i < Adls A7 47T A7 AgAet wfamq oA oz

wir#) e aaga fFEAT 52wty 1S AT GsEw cdfsacr el
wfaq Al | 18 THARARS ww wAtieT 5aE w ams Deep
tube well F[ afEW FqAT I7TF FEICA T2 5AFIAF qaals wajea |

A b (4 FEAZ AMT AN AT GTA—ot A ey wper
cdfsw  CAfGTTT mtﬁﬁrr a‘?[a?f AT R B2te BAFITA 5AE At | Wi
ol cAfee g AfFILT AT T e S 1 frarn qss S5y
atera TS ALCZ wiFfrm AZem A Atm 1 ez orers A3CE 493 4fs
< czrm, ©FF TW FEAAA FICN TIT G w4 T | T8 Aq wonsTic

izeite T+ 77 | Jra?’wn«'ﬂicﬂ A (4TS (FeTF  FFT A A wie
%i,i,-me a7 walE BAm FERSlT &7 afa 9% et |

gt AT TR ATNE GAFE ARTT 5187 Afas wrer 4iqea
opafd AAABIZCE—TIT G AFTT—TF g CAISE Brizas @l oif——
gy AwCA aFA Agelr fiy fe crren  awnd fies 417 mryating | opey
srfzqd  A@cA @ Members’ Hostel Catering  fes?  grrgpsy
(e WA FEI A, (z1fZ) 4t 98 TwEMea @B g T

$ﬁ BTE?W 9@3(.@/ il 3z ?H'?ET?F @WTE‘?{G]‘ ﬁ-ﬁm iﬁ el ﬁiﬁ{f;gﬂ ,

acziwn, Gl TSt 3@ A @it Tz e fRAwe
1 carara FCANT AP T4 | I wfaeg

FFg
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Food and Agriculture) : cifala «ie? wietfr G4 |

. Mr. SPEAKER: The hon’ble Minister will reply when
his time comes.

Shri DANDIRAM DUTTA Mangaldai 72 i2t21; 90T i
sifETa qrattan < f6 eatt | T8 43Taz Y |

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY May I explain

the position, Sir ? The Atta which we are getting to-day 1s
n bring into Assam any

other variety of Atta from outside, Whatever Atta is coming
to Assam is red wheat and its source of supply is only one, 2iZ.,
America. When red wheat 1is crushed the colour of the Atta
is red and because of this some people think it is bad stufl.
Some unscrupulous merchants put some flour in this Atta and
make it a bit whitish and say that this is better Atta in order to
sell it at a high price. S0, the impression in the minds of some
people that this is good Atta and that is bad Atta is not

Shri DANDIRAM DUTTA afe pawita @2 qtﬁtﬂ?
At e s oplal FRE e core wwa ap e f
T oot wgat wrard @1 b BrAfT e S T <fg =t ()
@5 e ARaw fea AR e e o T eAqE  AMS
BRIty o T AP 0 Sl AR A2 AT ey TR |

_ egtwa, @S wfa et gm witg @ Al eI cFia 3ize -
AFcq wim ap Fca; 42 DU BT FlAed (12 g% faes  @fed
Wretfica wfom w3 0, cofem = Rl ave wom  fe 0T e
TZ S FErd pAFET Gl e |

R ke FR & fomta 5186 Embankment 3 a3 ofap €2 |
OETR ceoce czeg @ 4 4 e Embankment fitg fow o9 aBle
Sluice Gate =151 IS @LT AR @Az I EIHAE AE qere A
AURE G ctcated, O] FRed i e AR A fee zd 9IE
TS cafs wzm | AfEE BIFIE AS AR RATT sluice gate <
AT wra g FhECd AT QIR FlECE |

Regerisr Sig@ @it Tw fitg < @ i 2—Fa9 cotics A AT
A% Wely oo criE (A w2 a1 wAE wwecwd 9w AT Aqe AT
awals g, BT oen st 5127 wmEiee T8 Ggig a7
©F | wifey SO i WS OF wwe wiegtw ewidf RS zA—2
ST 4wy T ACRAE Al SR G W AT G AT L
Attt It fred |
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wrE 1 e ddee gZaEm ws s T et Afas wie o
= AeS Sitiiets T @ e W a1s

et va=wita wia firgtad
ATS =ASTCTE TTTR ACd G T S afem® oreals o

forrsde 72 Eforten @ Pesticide Spray Ffqaca catatta sr4

AT et | T©  fafEE gsdE g spray = M7 oF Gt
ATOIF RIS TGS alfFea 72 1 m@= Gty el |

2T F T2 AT Aty FTA A0S T Bmd v CFEBICA bawica
w7 3t |

KUMAR PROKITISH CHANDRA BARUA (Gauri-
pur): Mr. Speaker, Sir, the deterioration of the
situation in Assam is not a sudden problem ; so it
expected that it can be solved all on a‘sudden_.
deeply to find out the root cause of this deterior :
all, immediate steps should be taken to stop the present  situa-
tion and to put an enc! to thf: damage caused by the insects 1o
the crops. In my opinion, it depends upon the good-will of
the agriculturists. To my mind, it appears that we must sec
to the difficulties of the agriculturists so that they may come up
for raising good crops. Lack of interes in agriculture is a
very serious thing and ON 1t to a great extent depends the food
situation of the_State,. Sir, we have cnacted several laws (o

rotect our agriculiurists from the depredations or from the
clutches of the landlords, but g the situation has not improve
and there is little chance of improvement. Then what to do
now ? In my observation, Sir, I have noticed negligence for

agriculture which no doubt is 4 very serious affair.  The boys
from the agriculturists class who joined schools, it may be,
Middle English

or High English Schools, practically g0
out of agriculture.

If in this way an young and able-hodjcd
section of the agricy

n of culturists goes out of the agriculture then the
situation is bound to deteriorate. So, Si

) Sir, in my humble opi-
nion the Education Department sh

. ould take steps so that in the
schools in the rural areas some traj

ning in agriculture should b
given to our boys. Those boys in the rural areas must be free

from the idea that to till the land is a less honourable job than
a clerical job. But, Sir, it is unfortunate that it has become
. customary now-a-days that our boys in the rural areas when
they get a little education would like to serve in jobs and they
consider that agriculture is 2 degrading profession for them.
With this idea a great number of our

1 8 . boys have abstained
themselves from  joining agriculture. Secondly, the intelligent

class of the agriculturists have (lebarred them selves from joining
tne agriculture.  Thus the intelligent class of the agriculturists

food
cannot be
We must think
ation. First of
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have joined politics because they have no other works to do.
Different ideas of different political parties bewilder them. Thus
our boys with a little education have been spoiled because they
spoil their valuable time.  Then, Sir, our agriculturists alwavs
dt;pt:nd upon the Government help. But Government help
will not serve their pucrpose.  Our agriculturists must know how
to stand on their own legs and they should look agriculture
more vehemently as our fore-fathers used to do.

__ Then, as for seeds, Sir,.I would like to say a few words.
The seeds which we secure from Government godowns 0T from
the bazars are not kept in proper manver. We have seen i
our own district the people in the rural arcas use o keep the
seeds in a ““Dole” i. e., a new bamboo basket. If the seegls
are kept in godowns then they come into contact with the tin
walls of the godown then the sceds lose their potency. If 1t1s
not done, every agriculturist ~ must have to Ppreserve
seeds of his own which are much better than the bazar seeds
or the seeds that are sold from the Government godowns by the
Department concerned. *

Then, Sir, the pressure on land 1s very much now. We
must improve mcthods to grow more food. [f the agriculturists
do not co-operate in the grow more food campaign ﬂ'lcll th.e

epartment will not be able to achieve any success 11 their
endeavour for increasing food in the State. When the lectures
are given by the Government demonstrators they must bear
In mind that our people in the rural arcas are uneducated and
as such they cannot follow the idea given with regard to the
grow more food campaign unless and until our pecple arc given
the ideas about the improved method of agriculture in a
System in which they can understand the lectures given about
agriculture, our people will not be able to step up increased
Production of food.

. Then, Sir, there is a demonstrator in every arca and not a
single plot of land has been cultivated by the demonstrators
themselves. There is no publication with regard to improved
method of agriculture from the Department concerned. In the
ats and bazars we cansee only advertisements for Biri and
Other things. There is no advertisements from the Agriculture
Jepartment.

Next I come to Veterinary, With rcgard to Veterinary,
the Government as far as I know have not been takilg
adequate steps to cope with the epidemics among the cattle
Population of our State. Diseases like anthrax and Tlnderpest
are most dangerous diseases for the cattle. In the month ©

ovember cattle from other States use to be bl'OUght to our
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State and those cattle generally bring diseases like anthrax etc.
There should be a quarantine where those animals should be
innoculated with vaccines etc. Otherwise, Sir, if those defective
animals are brought to our Statc they spread disecases
our cattle population. So, Sir, I would hkc_to su
places like Buxirhat, Sankosh. Golakganj,
Mankachar where animals are brought from outside the State
they should be immediately innoc_ulate_d, otherwise the situation
with regard to the cattle mortality will not improve in our
State. 1

Then the main thing that there should be 2 propaganda
among the agriculturists for improved method  of cultivation,
All sorts of ideas should be given to the agriculturists not
of the diseases by the Veterinary Department but b
ments of the Government. We should take

“improve the situation. I pray to the Government to take

immediate steps t0 improve the food situation in the State
otherwise ‘there would be disorder and chaos for all of us.
With these few words, Sir, T resume my seat.

among
ggest that in
Patamari and

only
: y all Depart-
immediate sieps  to

Shri MOHIDHAR PEGOO [ Jorhat (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)] : iy gy T, %S I AT
@ R R RfET s, sy G4F TG T GlE—
1) & B O (O i S U o I e S FN I Afre— 73 fares A
Qe (AfeHT, o 2Ol 78 i wa ww ) epifen AT BT Beoftwaa
IS S forF AFTR FlET @h qmrE W Wit @i coStatT iy
@S 5149 996 (ot G@EE TS cdfonw Awn Uife T=ce e MR,
I =l REIT—8eA TS At A | @E  aem TIET ey
AT SIS AR FHEIFA 9F zew w9 aifm | qs CFEAS  idfaf—
G sevRE i fett T @haEr i "= 7Y g
M wE @3 e TEte 9@ dfers €3 Tan: AT TG a3 g%
e Aasfa T Tw AT geme e afsare  of Iitg—onrs
e 3129 st w2 1qatre a1 T It 5 Tt Geter wfm 7 oo =
ﬁ%ﬂmtca-‘rﬁ——m?ﬁmvﬁ‘ﬁﬂwmw:

T TAte, i 98T @Rz e A @ T gy @i
E O TR fowde Ret FA619 79 72 s SRE  ofefigtg
B2 e o T w9 i@ | @8 TI%S @ T3 T3 @SR
AL @2 s Telist SR ore iRty O eF iedean | fy

TRGT—Z TETR A9 sz faare ITEE, R cifors e
T fdien Tl (difqifc wfe e oot IFIR T9E ez (e
AfTF TFem <=7 i 2 oA gl oy ity M SRS a7 St
AWT-TEET AZET | BAE Phe—R e gy eg fre @ien g9
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T @Ea o cohanat||frre laftteehe AU @itEic T Ffa TifE
Aficm o, dwws fraca G. T. vaccine #wd Fak T971 M2 W a2
Bowtica  Ciafeflena’ pawtca ceta #@a A g1 2 99 sifawtata fagd |
Taralyy Tldtacd @B 4fE SN cr e BE ASid Wl GBS T R
@ faraats Ao Birem fretls w4 B9 @ i T Ifew e € QBB
afe AT @ fFa wovpe WA si¥e  WeTE T b Alifeld Bl
Tufeceba’ vawica AR Gl @ Fepdfmidd @R el SR
2 |

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY (Minister,
Food and Agriculture) Taw toqla Fafq TR =Sl | Except
in Gauhati there is no other place where ice is available. That
1s the simple reason.

Shri MOHIDHAR PEGOQ [ Jorhat (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)]: fifi & w=ew, ¥ GRECF REIEE]
44 ciss Ffm 4w @—-84g@  WITE  T[ER CEREN
Tred, TAAM , (@FHa FEiw ldad giwe S wmim F4l9
TG A8 2 AT GiF 3Tie @i ofewald wfa A el Gtz @ A
sata Sofe—afem ez fEls  @Re  wiEw m—elk fEele
fafices @@z & “Sterm frmtfus’” Gaeab AR weR A
ity 7t | B FRY @A @z gdm el RfEe Tl @2
Qud (@Ald FCA  (QErieE P ST e @bl faf ey
I SN @B AT e fafwen | qrfEle @eEifEae e e T
frete fm fofesn? wride  om 77 aificg | 92 ™R T2 U @M
AT qAFE M@ vaeEE qeald we @@ e cfenw e e
fimiza =7 8@ wifzen sdifes aiem «ff @ Ogfe e aEm
@ AT AT a9Es dF Tz A Glie—eid AfSTEFas @ AFiE
dgimr 7 SAES w= |

gafa 5% 1% @bl A wEed g4 A% @—agen G D.
Block @ ciitst Tgalm dfeass s & 3w 2wl bw g A
TgA REE—ST TS 4BaN el eehiz i ozm TR %o
Ty 4 (ST 19 s oz A qfEe zd | SR FIRd S TR
aisfrre AfSeE dd s s amedls T%d | EER AfRe—slm, A
wift @I (Tas—ammE (dfgre e B e Flm wiby i NS
cvas 3 frm tzey Frabrafs w1 weae fifbm o site i
Mea —ifea Bife Fatwts weiwlaz wfcy 3 gdEda e 9 S
AT @R TN TG gA Tomw | FheI—pIFEd AT oA (@ STAITI
Eﬁ;? Mer-ref R Mzrom e wfica wiof sowm 29 =

T ’

2 fHIve =Y Nfee wwe S S R S
e % TG AT PN @ 2w v %ﬁgﬁi aigz ¥ b ATO A
TEI TER A Tt e bt o w2 R A0 T “'m;g’m |
bR 7 Bolln o fica wi = ofd @ Tl LT AN TR
aF SEES QAW AoBIBE @Tla G @ 92 4TI IRl
ary 1 i Aicn @ qicw saie Frode Al T FRE SRR
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qew =7 zfa 2499 9id atlFa | b @tawen 769 22 @ 9% sasm

ST 3T 4@ i @t Tem @R TN F e T At a2 |
e Mg wwEs e TS AT AT 4 g5 At T giw @ '
afse P17 Bedinam qlts afe wi@n® 3T g G E cliE = w2 ffm y
G2 & aewa Ama w9 A6 Wb ozl Fam Tan w0a | sitw wfaacs :

AW T q=a csfem tAwa s T 2R AR s Bfew ats
T SrziaiE I o 7 a@edt | QrT w7 2OS AT G e e e
astaeel, cdferw awca Afs FEE0A TFA TH UF whicn semre
CowE TN WA ATz cAfe AT 6fHT 1 AN FEA bR 9T e s .
CaFICa Tiow 2@ wiE @3 9797 92 3999 92 ZE fCeas a5 =6 |
M aAifm—azea 7@ cudt Jifeo= 497 %53 9wIed i ol
TR = A

-

R cres o Tza T4 ifa oz dE o2 fAma F5HatE grw ars s
SIS qivs e A FEA AT ©F AT 9B A9 7m o7 o fga y
312G sirz T 4w oz ciE AE O @AFS AT G ey e fog
CIRIA ©F =ica =tadria a7 afenl SFSE 424 F19 1 fadSm 4,
cifgrsa i g Al 58S LA T 2w ¢@3Ems wwam 45 o
it | ofF 46 wte gAFAR AT g AR TR | wim ap wn sawtar
facwe =fm e @ irzita A AR v B v 518 wies, o
@R ssE wf dfza Bolge Ffa Al | SR 59, @fer  wmed i
At orstame ArfiatiE T8 w7 A | ¥ 4 d s w8 (q
cfgrss wim, w affe oz FFEE B0 =0 CAfons fiaa R,
i qfe Wit B fEoig macA faw @l FE tw q qwena
aEf aifEean |

Dr. GHANSHYAM DAS [North Salmara (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)]| :Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am very much
thankful to our hon. Tady Members, all of whom have been
listening with rapt attenion the debate on food ; whereas I
find most of the male Members are not in the House
(laughter)

Sir, many hon. Members have spoken on the subject and -
many suggestions have been advanced in this regard. 1 do E
not like to enter into an elaborate discussion here. SHyery-
body knows that since some time back the food situation hza:s t
become bad in our State. Last year also. it was bad and this
year it is worse. Now there is no use in criticising the Govern-
ment alone, Sufficient criticism has been made. We should
concentrate our energy and attention to the ways and means
which may improve the situation. It seems many of our
Friends here suggested about the production of rice alone,
but we should also take steps to grow other kinds of
supplementary food and fruits to 1increase our overall food
production, not only for the human being butfor our
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cattle also. Therefore with this aspect in view Wwe should
suggest ways and means to produce other kinds of food
besides rice. Here I may refer to the production of potatoes
sweet potato, maize and other fruits also. In this matter the
co-operation of the various departments are necessary. It
may not be correct to say that the whole responsi-
bility lics with the Food Ministry, but I - think, the Food
Ministry, the Publicity Department, Public Health Ministry
Revenue Ministry—all are concerned in this matter. Even
the TFinance Ministry is also connected with it.  Unless
there is coordination of all these Departments, I think
it will be very difficult to tackle this problem. This prob-
lem is chronic in nature and this detoriorating condition 1is
manifested due to the drought condition, increase of popula-
tion and flood condition also. Here publicity and propagan-
da will go a long way to solve our problem, particularly in
the matter of changing the food habit of our people. The
question of Atta has been raised. Atta is far better than
rice, in respect of protein content, since we know in - Alta
we have more protein, whereasin rice we get little of pro-
tein. So it is very useful and it will take a good deal of
propaganda to make the people Atta minded. Wheat is not
only useful for human being but for the cattle also. But
unfortunately good Atta is not available in Shillong. I am
trying to get some, but I have not got it here. People
have a wrong notion about Atta ;so a“good deal of propa-
ganda is necessary to remove that worng mnotion. Sir, Assam
wheat is very good in quality. Moreover if we grow suflicient
wheat here in our State there is less danger of having
adulterated Atta, because most of the adulteration takes place
when it is imported from outside. Besides, rice and Atta,
our forest people may be encouraged to grow various kinds
qf fruits. The Revenue Department should encourage collec-
tive farming for better production of food. Moreover the
Medical Department is also vitally connected with this.Pmb'
lem and its solution. I think 50 per cent of the duty is that
of the Health Minister, because 50 per cent of the food we
take are now-a-days adulterated. There is already scarcity
and over and above this if 50 per cent of what we have arc
adulterated then the situation can be better imagined. So the
Medical Department should also tackle this pro em. They
should also see that pure food is available to the people.

Now I come to the TFinance Department.
f February last, 1

One instance is that i th o

at in the mon .

warned the Minister in charge and rcunSted h11;n to t;lge

some measures of protection against crosion of the river Aie
2
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and to protect the Jaraguri area, but unfortunately the
amount could not be sanctioned till May and work could
not be started and asa result 32 villages of the area have
been badly affected. This was due only to the fact that
timely protection could not be taken.

Mr. SPEAKER: The time for the day is now over,

The progress of the debate on food situation will be

decided by the Business Advisory Committee on the next
day. : b

Adjournment [

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 a.m. op Saturday, 1
the 23rd August, 1958.
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