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Proceedings of the Fourth Session of the Assam Legis-
lative Assembly assembled after the Second General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,

»at 10 .A.M. on Thursday, the 2Ist August, 1958.

PRESENT
Shri Dev Kanta Borooah, B.A., LL.B., Speakerin the Chair,
the Nine Ministers, the Four Deputy Ministers and Eighty
Members.

————

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)

Building Grants to all Cyclone-damaged Schools

; cSlhri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Sailkhowa)
asked :

*4.  Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased
to state—
(a) Whether itis a fact that in the year 1957-58

almost all the cyclone-damaged “schools were
given building grants in two instalments ?

(6) Whether it is a fact that the cyclone-damaged
Lower Primary Schools in Dibrugarh and
Nowgong Subdivisions have been granted only
one mstalment of grants and the 2nd instal-
ment of grants is awaiting sanction ?
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(¢) When the 2nd instalment of grants to the Schools
of these two Subdivisions will be given ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion) replied:

4. (a)—Yes, excepting the Lower Primary Schools of
Nowgong and Dibrugarh Subdivisions.

(b)—Yes, the whole grant was given in one instal-
ment and so the question of the 2nd instalment does not arise.

(¢)—-Does not arise.

Shri DEVENDRA_ NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Whether the Deputy Minister-in-charge knows that the amount
recommended from Dibrugarh Subdivision was about Rs.1}

lakhs whereas a sum of ouly Rs.75,000 was granted by Govern-
ment ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : The recommended amount
for Dibrugarh was Rs.75,000.
Shri RAM NATH SARMA (Lumding): Sir, may 1

know from the Deputy Minister-in-charge what was the amount
sanctioned for Nowgong Subdivision ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: The amount sanctioned
for Nowgong Subdivision was Rs.75,000.

~ Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Whether the
list submitted by

Rs.1} lakh h éhe d inspecting  staff recommended for
5.1y lakhs to the Government and the Government sanctioned
only Rs.75,000.?

Skri RADHIK A RA g : . 4
ted from Dibrugarh M DAS: The previous list submi

Subdivision was missi d a fresh list

had been prepared and a i s peB Al ;
: e ccording to the f Rs.75,000
was sanctioned. g to that list a sum o ’

. Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj) :
Sir, may I know what was the sanctioned amount for Dhubri
Subdivision ?

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) ¢
Whether Government is aware that in Sibsagar Subdivision
the sanctioned amount was distributed in two instalments ?
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Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion) : Yes,

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Sir, may I know why this discrimination has been made by
Government in the case of Dibrugarh Subdivision and Now-
gong Subdivision and why Dibrugarh Subdivision could not get
equal treatment at the hands of Government along  with other
Subdivisions ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Sir, I have already given
the reply that fresh lists had been prepared and according to
the new lists the amounts were sanctioned for Dibrugarh and
Nowgong Subdivisions.

Mr. SPEAKER : I hope the cyclone did not make any
discrimination.

Maulavi NURUL ISLAM (Dhing) : Sir, may I know what

was the amount sanctioned formally ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : Sir, the formally sanctioned

amount was Rs.75,000 for Nowgong Subdivision.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): Isit afact that
for some storm damaged Middle Vernacular Schools some
grants were sanctioned by Government and whether it is a fact
that the Basic Education Department has given an order not to
spend those sanctioned grants for storm  damaged Middle Ver-
nacular Schools ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Education) : Sir,
this question relates to the Lower Primary Schools only and
not with regard to Middle Vernacular Schools.

Mr. SPEAKER : But the general proposition was in res-
pect of Schools.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) ¢ Sit, the De-
puty Minister has replied that in the case of Dibrugarh
Subdivision a second list has been prepared. May I know from
him whether in the case of South Kamurp a second list was
prepared ?
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Shri RADHIKA RAM BAS (Deputy  Minister,
Educatien) : Sir, only in the case of Dibruo

garh and Nowgong
Subdivisions the second list was prepared and not in the case
of any other place.

[21sT Auc

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI
know from the Deputy
making a second list in th

(Rampur): Sir, may I
Minister what was the reason for not
¢ case of South Kamrup ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
At whose fault the list w

as missing in the case of Dibrugarh
Subdivision ?

Shri RAM NATH SARMA (Lumding) : Sir,

the
Deputy Minister for Education stated that the recommendation
for Nowgong Subdivision was ior Rs.75,000. May I know
whether 1s it part of the first recommendation or the second

recommendation was for Rs,75,000 ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: In the second list the
recommendation was for Rs.75,000,

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla)
the second recommendation the fu

. Whether in
Il list of :chools was received.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS -

‘ At the time of giving
grants the second list was obtained.

Shri LILA KANTA BORAH (Kaliabar) : Whether the
second list was prepared by

the same authority as in the case
of the first list ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : The Second list was prepared
by the same authoglty. There were two lists—one wag sent to
the Basic Education Department and the other to the
Government. :

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order, what the Deputy Minister
for Education was Saymg is this that the second list was
prepared from the original 1jgt.
another office.

The original list was sent from

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: The original  list was
sent from Basic Education Department office and it was also
procured,
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Sir, whether
the list submitted by th~ inspecting staff was the list received
by the Government at Shillong and when it was taken as
missing, the sccond list could not be speeded up because it was

sent to Shillong ?

Mr. SPEAKER : Th~ Deputy Minister, Education stated
that the second recommendation was given from a new list.

Shri RAM NATH SARMA: How can the second list

be prepared ? It is copied only.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
Whether the Deputy Minister for Education knows that by giv-
ing Rs.75,000 only 50 per cent of the recommnded amount was
given (o Dibrugarh Sulull‘\'lsmn whereas the other Subdivisions
were given 75 per cent of the recommended amount ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Sir,is it a fact that
the list was prepared for Pub-Chamaria and Dakshin-Chamaria
mouzas where there are many schools ? The schools were not
given any grant. Will the Deputy Minister be pleased to enquire
into the matter ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : Sir, T will enquire about it.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table’

Representation from All Assam Mauzadars’ Association
for removal of some grievances of the
Mauzadars

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari

-East) asked :
4. Will the Minister ol Revenue be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government have lately received IePYe”
sentation from All Assam Mauzadars’ Assocla”
tion for removal of some gricvances of the
Mauzadars ?
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(b) Whether it is a fact that the .L.\-Ilillslel'-:llll-(:l‘lill‘_L"'.(:
gave sympathetic hearing and aSSUIC(] AN
deration of the just claims of the Mauzadars :

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the C[}ic[' Ml_mster .has
asked the Department to examine the just claims
of the Mauzadars ?

(d) Whether Government propose to introduce some
better system for collection of land revenue ar}(l
save the Manzadars from further ruin ip

{uture ?

(e) If so, whether under the new system Government

propose to employ all the existing Mauzadars
for life ?

(f) Whether Government propose to raise the rate of
commission of the Mauzadars to a reasonable
limit forthwith for interim relief to the Mauza-
dars ?

(g) If so, what is the rate of commission proposed ?
Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue)
4. (a), (b) & (¢)—Yes.

replied s

(d) & (¢)—Government have no such proposal.

(f) & (g)—Government are considering the matter for
an early decision,

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-
East): Sir, may I  know from the Hon’ble Minister-

in-charge what is the remuneration pr I '
oposed to be given to
the Mauzadars ? = :

Shri_ HARESWAR DAS (Minister,
confidential matter until  Cabinet takes

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): When the
representation was received ?

Revenue) : Sir, it is a
a decision on it,

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Sir,

the exact date I cannot give
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Mr. SPEAKER : But approximately.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : It will
be about 2} months.
: Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : Sir, how long
Government will take to come te a decision ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: That also I cannot say how
long Government will take.

Taking over of Barpeta Town Veterinary Dispensary
by the State Government

Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta) asked :
5. Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary be pleased to

state
(a) Whether the Barpeta Town Veterinary Dispensary
is voing to be taken up by the State Govern-
ment ?

(h) If so, since when ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Vete-

ringry) replied:
5. (a) & (h)—The Barpeta Town Veterinary Dispensary 1S
a Local Board Dispensary and it is under consideration 0
Government to take over all the Local Board Vetermary Dis-
the Barpeta Veterinary Dispensary. he
has

pensaries including
date on which the Barpeta Dispensary will be taken over

not yet been fixed.

Dr. SRIHARI DAS : How Jong it wil
Government to give the approximate date on W

Dispensary will be taken over ? ,
No approxi-

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : : ;
mate date can be fixcd. There are 37 Local Board Dispensaries
in the State and the Government 1s taking over on¢ Or two every
year bccause a sun of 8lakhs of rupees is .l‘Cqerd to take
over all the dispensaries. The fund at the disposal of the Vfﬁ
terinary Department is not such that we can all at once take a
of them. Apart from this we have not got Sl}[ﬁCIC}lt officcrs.
This year we are taking over Behali and Nazira Dispensarics.
Next year similarly we will take over some mMOTE. REIGLI-
ties will have to be fixed according to the needs and circum-

stances.

1 take for the
hich the
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Shri RAMNATH DAS [Dergaon (Reserved for Sche-
duled Castes)]|: May I know if the Government cannot give
the approximate date, whether they can give the approximate
time ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Veterinary): Within a year or two we will be able to take up
most of the dispensaries. Now which dispensaries will have
priority, that is very diflicult to commit.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj-NOrth):
Now there are 37 dispensaries and if only two or three are
taken up every year thenit will take 18 to 19 years to take them
up all.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHUBY: This year we
are proposing to take two, next year we \A_/l.“ be able (o take
more. That again depends on the fund position. The budget
is voted upon by the hon. Members of this House.
the question of taking up more dispensaries would
what amount the hon. Members would vote.

Therclore X
depend on

Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpcta) :
think that this Dispensary should be give
ed in a headquarters town ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE GHOUDHURY .

matter cf opinion, but a dispensary located in the he
may have certain preferences gyer others.

Shri I?ANDES‘WAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): Is it a
fact that in the Second Five Year Plan Government have
cnvisaged to convert one veter, i

ision i veternary - dispensary in each Sub-
division into a State Hospital ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY:
the plan is like that. A list was drawn up,
either new hospitals will be Set up or existi
would be converted into hospitals. All of the
sarily located in the headquarters, There gy
For example, Hajo Hospital is notin the h
hospital was set up there.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Why ?
M. MOINUL HAQUE, GHAUDHURY :

Do _ the Government
N priority being situate

This is a
adquarters

I do not think
In those places
ng dispensaries
m are not neces-
€ €xceptions also.
cadquarters but a

1 cannot say,
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Quantity of C.I. sheets and cement in different Centres
of Assam

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-
East) asked:
6. Will the Minister of Supply be pleased to state—

(@) The quantity of C. I. Sheets and cement that
arrived in diflerent centres of Assam period by
period showing total quota centre by centre for
cach period during last one year ending on 3lst
March 1958 ?

(b) The quantity of C. I Sheets and cement the
quota of which lapsed for the articles not
arriving destination during the last year ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware of the scarcity
of C. I. Sheets required for domestic use In
Assam 2

(d) Whether Government propose to arrange to

secure more quantity of C.I. Shects required by

people of Assam for residential construction ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) replied:

6. (a)—Two separate statements for cement and C. I
Sheets are placed on the library table. (Please see Library
Register No. S. 60;. ~

(b)—No quota of C I. Shects and cement lapsed due
to non-arrival of the materials.

(c)—Yes, scarcity of C. I. Sheets is not only prevalent
in Assam but throughout India.

(d)—The State Government is constantly endea-
vouring to obtain increased allocation for C. I. Sheets from
the Government of India.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY : May
I know whether the policy in regard to the movement
and control of C. I. Sheets and cement is the same all
over India or special to Assam ?
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY Minister,
Supply) : More or less same ; under the same pattern of
instructions of the Government of India which have got to
be followed except certain variations which are
local circumstances. At present the policy followed with
regard to cement is not the same in Assam as in many other
States of India. Some other States have decontrolled cement
but we have not.  Considering the geographical circumstances
and our special problems we have not been able to de-

control cement. So the policy is not apparently the same in
this matter.

made under

4

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): Isit a fact that
Government has allotted 320 tons of C. 1. sheets for Mangal-
dai Subdivision in last two years, and is it a fact that only 80
tons have been supplied and the rest of the quota has lapseq ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: No quota has
lapsed.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur):
quota of C. I. sheets has been lified this yecar ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY - Yes,
being lifted.

Has our
1t 15

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA. PRADHANI | Golakganj) :
thther Government have received any allegation that a
particular family of Gouripur in the District of Goalpara  has
been issued 184 bundles of C. I. sheets during onc year from
the Government stock at Dhubri ?

Mr. SPEAKER :
put this in this question
and also I do not know

I think, it would not be appropriate to
because this is an unstarred (uestion,
whether it is quite relevant.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: If details
are given I will enquire

Shri RADHAKISHAN KHEMEKA ( Tinsukia )
Ny WEIEA, TAY ST A AT WAT w4 foa wfzg e #1 0w &
C. I. Sheet #1 @@ quota fraat 21 st fif srarg & =13 et &
faerar 21 29 G 9L SEN &1 @M quota F fag sramy avwre F Tfr{?ré
N el FY 4T & ar qE ? &
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister:
Already  we have industrial quota also and actually we
have been tying to increase it and in some cases W€

have succeeded also.

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi

(Reserved for Scheduled Castes)]|: Whether Government
know that cement is no longer a controlled commodity 1n

Calcutta ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) :Yes, but we have not been able to decontrol for
the reasons stated already.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-
East): How the Mimster said that scarity of CG.I. Sheets in
Assam is the same as in other States ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I have not

said in that manner.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY:: Yes, the

Hon’ble has said like this.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHBURY:That is the
case throughout whole of India. The total requirement is
much more than the total availability of C. I sheets.

Procurement of only half the quota of cement by the
Trade Adviser in Calcutta

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-

East) asked :
7. Will th

(a) Whether it 1s a fact that the Supply Secretary has
asked the Trade Adviser in Calcutta to avail

only half the quota of cement and to surrender
ol

the other half :

e Minister of Supply be pleased to state—

is a fact that it has been done on the
f some wily merchants with a view to
fit of the present stock held

(b) Whether it
advice o
make excessive pro

by them ¢
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(¢) Whether Government propose to make an estimate
‘ of Government requirement of ccment for the
projects under the Plan and otherwise for the
Plan period and lift the same on (
account allowis

lifted for priv

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) replied:

rovernment
1g the remaining quantity to be
ate consumption ?

1. (a)—No.
(b)—Does not arise.

(¢)—This procedure is already in practice,

Panel of Chairmen

My, SPEAKER -
Rules of Procedure

Under Rule )
House, I nominate

ol the
and Conduct of

Business in  the
; the following Members 1o form g
Panel of Chairmen for this Session,—
(1, Shri Siddhinath Sarma.
(2) Maulavi Abdul Matlib Mazumder,

(3) Shri Nilmoney Borthakur,

(4) Shri. Kamala Prasad Agarwala,

Motiong to

consider the
the State

food situation of
and to increase

food production
Shri GAU

RISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):

May T make suggestion,  Sir ?  Here we have two
Motions Standing the names of tWo hon. Members.
Instead'of taking {hem Stparately, I think, ;¢ would  be
better if both the otions are m -
and the discussion is

oved one after another
taken together.
M?' SPEAKER:I think it s quite a reasonable
suggestion. r. Hazarika’s

_ Motion confined
production  but,

think, Mr, Goswami’s Mo
comprehensive, g

itself only to
includes not

tion is more
only  production, also
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procurement and distribution. Both the Motions may be moved
and the hon. Members may discuss on them both together.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morangi): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, [ beg to move: “This Assembly do now
take into consideration the various ways and "means by
which food production can be increased in the State’.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) :Mr.
Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move: “This  Assembly do now
take into consideration the food situation in the State™.

Myr. SPEAKER: The Motions moved are: ‘‘that this
Assembly do now take into consideration the various
ways and mcans by which food production can be
increased in the State” and “this  Assembly do now take
into consideration the food situation in the State’.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : Sir, it is needless to
dilate upon the necessity ol increasing: food production
not only in our State  but throughout whole of India.
I will now confine only to our State regarding the
various ways and means by which we can igcrease our
production year altev year. ‘The main problems are that
there is not sufficient land for cultiivation in our State.
There are about 20 lakhs landless people who are either
cultivating land on Adhi basis or some of whom are

carning their livel:hood by working as day labourers.

It is not possible on the part of Government, Sir, to
rovide land for every family in the State as the number
of people I mean, the population, has increased and is
daily increasing. It is mnot possible to increase land
according to the demand of the population.

Secondly, Sir, there are natural calamities like floods
and drought due to which the food production of our
State has decreased to a considerable extent. Thirdly, Sir,
there are ravages caused by insects, rats and wild animals
like wild elephants, wild boar, etc. During our recent
tour as Members of the Estimates Committee we had the
privilege at Jorhat to discuss with the officer in charge ©
Plant Protection who expressed the opinion that about
to 25 per cent of the crop produced in the State is
damaged annually by insect and other diseases. Regarding
depredation by wild animals I think our friends are aware
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that in many parts of the State destruction to Crops is
caused by these wild animals. Particularly from one area
I received informaticn about 2 days back where about
three thousand acres of land had ~ been reclaimed amnd
pcople are cultivating  Aus crop were unfortunately
destroyed by wild elephants. The people are moving the
authorities either to kill these wild elephants or to drive
them away, but till now nothing is  being done. I
visited that place on the 15th of August last and [
was told that no steps have been taken by the authorities
concerned either to kill the wild elephants nor to drive
them away as a result the pcople were very much
annoyed. Some of them were practicaily weeping and
asked me, “what shall we do ? All the food we
cultivated this year has been destroyed, we don’t know
what to do and how to maintain our families " Sir,

this i1s one of the reasons for decreased food production
in our State,

Now, regarding destruction to crops caused by rats,
etc. , we all know that both in the Mikir Hills as well

as in the Mizo Hills this year there was heavy damage
to crops caused by rats.

] Fourthly, Sir, production of
food this y€ar has been hampered to a considerable extent
by death of cattle due 1o epidemics. In our State there
are many cultivators who

have not the capacity (g
purchase plough catile. TFor this purpose some loan has
been sanctioned by the Government but the Jloan wag
sanctioned very late, [

don’t know how far the cultivators
loan since the season for Sali
these are the main difficulties
Is handicapped in the matter  of
would like to request all hon,
House as well as the Government and
give dispassionate thinking over  this
matter and come forward with valuable  suggestions so

that we can devise ways and means for increased
production of  food ip our  State  in  future.

will be benefited by this
crop is almost over., Sir,
for which our State
food production. I
Members of this
the public to

Sir, now, I would suggest a few remedies by which

we can hope to increase  our food production to a
considerable extent. My

suggestions are  that e must
first see that the officers of the Agriculture  Department
work very earnestly and sincerely. The diffict

ties as we
have seen in the Report of the Nalagarh  Committee

which was published yesterday is that in  almost all the



\Y

1058] MOTIONS 130

States in India about 80 per cent of the officers and
other emplovees of  the Agriculture Department are
temporarv and the scale of pay that is given at present
to these cofficers and emplovees of the Dcparlmcnt is not
very satisfactory ;so the Government of India is thinking
that the whole pay scale of this Department in various
Sates should Dbe revised and  better  scales of pay

should be introduced as carly as possible.
Now, Sir, in order to give some initiative
to the ofhcers and cmploveces of  the Agriculture

/ L3230 5 4

Department 1 -\\'nnh! like to suggest that Government
should take this subject mto 'L‘Oll:ii(ft‘l‘;l[i()ll for making the
various posts permanent and give Dbetter scale of pay to
the oflicers and other employces as has been suggested by
the Nalagarh Committee.

Another suggestion of mine is that, the people should be
encouraged (o take to rotation of crop. In the major part of
our State, specially I would like to mention here the districts
in Upper Assam where only one kind of crop, that is Sali
crop, 18 cultivated. About six to seven months in the year the
fields remain fallow. It is our duty as also the duty of the
rovernment Lo sec that the people take to rotation of crops
which is very €asy to do it properlv tackled. Now, our people
who are Lccustomed to only one kind of crop say that it 1s not
possible for them to cultivate Ahu or Boro or some other crops
are encouraged by Government on the ground that there are
various difficultics on the way, for cxample, scarcity of water,
hardness ol the soil, etc. Still then I feel that we should
encourage the people to take to rotation of crops and it is the
duty of “the Government to sec how sullicient water can be
supplied to them in those arcas where there is scarcity of water
and to sec that manureis supplicd to these people, if necessary,
{rec manurc should be supplied to improve the condition ©
nd to that eflect, Sir, I should like to point out 1O
Members of the House that sufficient propaganda_is
required in rural areas. It is a surprise that there is a section
of the PubllCItY_].)Cp'cll‘lment and there is also a separate
branch of the agriculture department for publicity tagged to
the Publicity Department, but they have not issued any
lets or brochures by which the cultivators may be €
couraged to take te rotation of crops. In our Subdivision,
Sir, there is no publicity from the Department concerncd.
We are issuing pamphlets at our cost by local drrangement SO
that we may encourage the people to take to rotation of crops
like Boro, Ahu, etc. I have discussed with the Publicity
Officer the other day and he was pleased to send ome of the

the soil a
the homn.

pamph
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Officers of the Agriculture Department attached to him.
gave me some brochures and told .me  that those were the
brochures published by them for distribution to the people.
He told me also that these brochures had been sent to the
Deputy Commissioners, Subdivisional Officers, PEU’ICI]&Y&}[S} ete.,
but unfortunately my enquiry from the Deputy Commissioners
and others revealed that no such brochure had been sent to
them in connection with propaganda. In any way, I would
like to draw the attention of the Government so that they
would give a careful consideration about the important aspect
of propaganda for the purpose of increased food production,
which in my humble opinion will at least go a long way
towards the objectof increased food production.

He

Then with regard to the methods of cultivation, Sir, we
know our people are adopted to the old method of cultivation
with a pair of old builocks and a “Buti Nangal”. With
they cannot Improve the production of food.
the question of intensive cultivation which should be taken
up to increase fond production. By this method, it is meant
that the field should be ploughed very carefully
according to scientific method and the cultivators should be
m.d_uccd to take to manuring their fields so that one bigha
of land which is now yielding six or seven maunds of pacdy
may yield 10 o 19 maunds.

this
Then there ig

as required

Regardingjapancse method of  cultivation, Sir

it has been introduced in Assam, I do not know
to the slackness of the Government or the culti

not been_ taken up seriously throughout the State.
in certain pl

aces of Cachar that this method of cultivation has
been takey Up by some cultivators and the result has been
also very good. But in other parts of the State, in Upper
Assam or iy the Hills very few people—I do not think even
1 per cent of ¢}, cultivators—have taken it up, So my sugges-
tion to the Government is that the Department should take
all possible st

: coatior DS, all possible pains to introduce thjs method
of cultivation among the cultivators.

although
whether due
vators, it has
Only I saw

~ Then anothey factor of food production is water supply.
Itis known to the hon. Members that at present although
there are some sy, irrigation  projects, they are not being
maintained Properly, a5 a result of which, the channels which
were duq bV the IocaT people with 50 PEr cent monetary 1161])
from the Governmey,

, have either become extinct or they
have become COMpletely useless. In some places there are
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no trace of (lLiese small irrigation projects. Now my suggestion
15 that Government should take up these projects for repairs
and should issuc instructions also to the District and Subdivi-
stonal Officers so that thev might take necessary steps to revive
these projects and the cultivators should also be encouraged
to take 10 these small irrigation projects for their benefit.
Now, in certain places Government is giving deep tube .ans-

do not know how far they are working. In my district,
two tube wells were sanctioned. One was sunk in Sarupathar
Comm‘mit}’ Development project area in January, 1957 and
due to some mechanical troubles this is lying idle and the
work has not been completed as yot.  Another was to be sunk
at Barpathar, hut up till now it has not becn able to supply
water, because it was reported that some parts are not avatl-
able to put the tube well in full commission. I do not knpw
when these parts will be available and water will be sapplied
t9 the cultivators. T would like to draw the attention of the
*overnment about these deep tube wells and request them to
See that the tube wells arc put to action as early as possible

for the bencfit of the cultivator.

oh Now there is another aspect which I would like to suggest.
h1§ 1s with regard to power pumps. There isan Engineering
sectlpn maintained for this scheme. During my tour in con-
nection with the Estimates Committece I found that about

0 per cent of the power pumps were at that time out of order.
thdo not know whether Government have repaired them so

at they may work properly, but what I wish to suggest 1S
that Government should encourage our people to take to power
Pumps method for increasing food production.

_ In some places that I visited, specially in some Community
roject areas also I found that the power pumps were not utilise
bY. t_h.e cultivators. When I questioned the reason for not
utilising the power pumps by them, they told me that the
charges for hiring thcse power pumps were very high and that
18 why they could not afford to use these power pumps. The
charge is, Sir, Rs.27 per day for use of one power pump over
and above transport and carriage charges. It is to my miD
rather a very high charge which is not quite possible for the
Poor cultivators to pay. So, in order to make the use of power
pumps popular amongst our cultivators the rate of Birng
charge of these power pumps should be revised by Government.
In order to derive the maximum benefit from these P Oweg
pumps, the rate should be reduced to the minimum as far 2

Practicable.
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Mr. SPEAKER : I would like to draw the attention of the
Hon. Member to rule 125 of the Assembly Rules Wllt’:l'{t' it has
been siated, “No speech on a resolution shall, excepl ]\\‘lth- the
permission of the Speaker, exceed fifieen minutes in duration -

Provided that the move of a resolution, when moving the
same and the Minister concerned when speaking for the firgt
time, may speak for thirtv minutes or for such longer time g4
the Spcaker may permit,”’

The Hon. Member has spoken for 22 minutes,

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi) : [ wil] ..
quire only another five minutes.

M. F"OINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY_ (MinisFer, Fooq
and Agriculture) ¢ In that case, Sir, I will possibly e uire
30 plus 30 minutes.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : [ was speaking a1y,
the high rate of hire charge for the POWET  pumps, Now .
I want to speak a few words about distribution of agriculiyuy |
seeds.  Sir, the general complaint is that the seeds whicl, are
supplied by the Agricultural Dcpartmcn_t are uscless, I}y
the occasion to vigit certain Community Project arcas
a few days back where some sugar-cane was srown. I was (9]
there that the Sugarcanc sctts supplied by (}e Agriculiyyg]
Department to the cultivators were ail rotten and as-a resyly
not a single sugarcane sett supplied by the Government could
be grown. Then again, as regards the sceds of Aus and Borg
paddy, the cultivators are not  willing to take (lyem rom
Government because they say that almost half of the seec
purchased from Governmcn[ go (o wastle as lhey l)CC()lll(—j
useless because o the damage done to these seeds by insecyg
or for certain othep reasons. So, I would request Governmey
to see that good see s are only supplied to the cultivators,

()11ly

ls

2

As far asT coylg remember, previously there was a TFogod
Advisory Commitiee in each subdivision . but now t
such committee an( even if there be any, it only exists in name
and they do not ACtually function. I therefore request Govern-
ment to St up such Co%nmittees not only in each of the subdivi-
sions, but in every Panchayat area with a view
the people 10 row more 50,

here IS 1no

to encouraging
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Recarding winter crops. I think our Government should
take mterest in the cultivation of Rabi crops. Now the period
for cultivation of this variety of crop has come, and it can be
also very easily grown in the plains areas of the State. I hope
Government will take up the question of cultivation of Rabi crops
very scricusly and take measures (¢ encourage our villagers to
take to the cultivation of this variety of crops. Apart from
this. Government should encourage our people to grow other
varicties of winter crops such as mustards, cabbages and other
winter veoctables,

Regarding cultivation in the Hill areas. 1 myself have
not much experience regarding cultivation in #he Hill areas,
but T would request Government to see how far they can
enthuse  the people there to  take to cultivation of food
crops which may go to augment the total food production
in the country and how to improve the method of cultiva-

tion of food crops in the Hills.

With these few  words, Sir, I commend my motion for
the acceptance of the House.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : Mr.
S_pcak.m; Sir, 1 need not say in the House that the food
situation i the State is becoming most alarming to-day.
Sir, a few days ago we heard the shocking report from
Nowgong, the granary of Assam that there were deaths be-
cause ol food scarcity. Of course, this report had been
contradicated by the Government. But I can tell the Go-
vernment that whether there were deaths or no deaths, the
State to-day is facing a very critical food situation. The
food sitution in the South Goalpara is very very acute and
gtlar|11111g; in  the South Kamrup, in North Kamrup and
IU_NOW.&’UUQ the same appalling food situation is now pre-
vailing.  So, Sir, to-day when we discuss the food situation
in the State, as we must do, we are not so much concerned
with  the production of food as vitally as we are concerned
with distribution, with the immediate problem of giving food
to our people so that we may keep upto the assurance
given by the Chief Minister that no one would die of star-
vation m the State. I spoke only a few months ago about
thc_ cultivation of  Aus crop in our State. Although the
ratio of  Aus crop to our total production is not very
significant, yet the production of Aus crop is increasing and our

cople are taking to the cultivation of this variety of croP:
We thought that this vear if the cultivation of Aus CTOP
becomes successful, then perhaps, we shall be able to CTOss
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over the lean period of the year with the help of _the Aus
production. Unfortunately our hope has becn belied ang
belied most miserably. We find the bug menace came ang
almost in the whole Statc, in Goalpara, North Kamrup,
South Kamrup and in certain other places the beautiful crops
were damaged within two or three days. As has beep
stated by my Friend, Shri Hazarika, the rates have alsg
played their parts in bringing about destruction of crops,
When we discuss the food problem we very often confine
ourselves to production and distribution and we speak ver
little about the conservation of crops. Of course i our A."I:l-
cultural Department we have people to eradicate this cvil,
but what is most surprising is the fact that our depagy.
mental officers wake up rather too late to enable them g
rise equal to the occasion. Insect1c14e§ and germlcgdes Come
but these things come when the crisis is over. Sir, I knoy
for myself in the South Bank of Kamrup there was a rice by

menance which was doing damage to the crops, the atten-
tion of the Agricultural department was drawr} to this fact,
but I am sorry that nothing was done. In this connectior,
I can tell the Agriculture Minister with all humility that
agriculture is 2 subject which is also dependent on natyre
and prompt action. It has many enemies  also; therefore,
more attention should be paid to preservation of crop and,
We must also have all the necessary things so that whey,
an emergency occurs wemay not be found wanting so tha¢
we can successfully cope with the emergency, but un-
fortunately, for wus we find instead the department Pursyeg
a policy of being uneoncernd with all these th'ngs, Sir,
regarding the rice-bug menance, no less a person than One
of the Joint Directors of the Agricultural Department said
*Don’t bother Mr. Goswami, the department will do its hegt
and with the spray of Gammaxine by aeroplane the rice-bug
oenance will be finjshed and Aus crops wiil be saveq
Sir, even [ Passed this news over to the people, b

ut I am
sorry that nothing was done to destroy the rice-bug mengace
and ultimately the entire Aus crop was damaged. Sir, to.
day if we ar

e faced with a similar situation, the same thin

¢cause due to the lack of Promptness on the
part of the Agricultural department ulllmately the situation
cannot be dealt with and again the crops will pe destroyeqd
in the fields. Sjr,

Hajo was the most favourite place “for
getting Gammaxine spray, I do not grudge, but let it be sprayed
som= where else also, Byt what we found, one aeroplane
was uscd in one day for the purpose of SPraying Gammaxine
in Hajo as if that area was the rice bowl of Assam.

will happen

4
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Mr. SPEAKER: We have to start somewhere.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Yes, Sir,
we have to start somewhere but why start and end in the
same place.  Now, Sir, about the food production in our
State, no doubt wc have a deficit of about one lakh tom,
if I am correct about the figure, but with the failure of
the Aus crops, if we say that our deficit is one lakh ton
dint will be completely wrong. The deficit is now bound
to soup. Sir. at on: timz there were areas in our State which
could be considered as surplus arecas. Nowgong was considered
once to be the rice bowl. Similarly, there may be some
surplus arcas in North Lakhimpur. But what is the posi-
tion to-day ? 1 may say that duc to lack of co-ordina-
tion food had to be procured from the surplus areas and
supplied to the deficit areas, nevertheless, Assam has now
become entircly a deficit State. Therefore, Sir, it is neces-
sary to revise our food policy so that we may give food
to the people, so that no body dies, so that there is no
semi starvation and that there may not be lack of purcha-
sing capacity of our people. Now, Sir, coming to thc food
problem, we can divide it in o three parts, firstly the pro-
duction part. secondly thc conservation part and thirdly the
distribution part. I do not want to take much time of the
House in dcaling with the production part. My Friend, M. Mr.
Hazarika, has already said enough about the production
part. [ would Jike only to say that it is useless alvays to
hide things from the public eye that we are actually deficits,
but, Sir, to say that there is gap between production an
demand and to say that the population has gone up an
therefore, the demand has increased and that we cannot
increase our food production and therefore, we are bound to
slarve is not correct. We must find out ways and means
to increase our food production. Sir, I am afraid, the people
arc hopclessly disappointed regarding the Iive Ycat Plan o
our State because they wanted to judge the Five Year Plan
not by how many bridges we construct, how many hig
schools we construct but the people are eagerly waiting to
sce io what extent we can also increase food productiont
and give food to the people. Sir, it we judge the Five
)’car Plan from this point of view, -hen I must 52
inspite of high promiscs, big promis’es given in this Houscflt
by the successive Agriculture Ministers, the peo e.ﬁn d
themselves where they were. They are ghly ’(hsappomte
with the qucstion of food problem. " Sir, only
1955-56 and 1956-57, we can say there was
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problem but I must say that w
plarned efforts of the Minister and the Agricultural Depart-
ment but that was due mainly to the blessings  of mnature
itself.  But the position to-day is that we are hopeless vic-
tims in the hands of nature, The Five Year Plan has not
been able to devise the ways and means to fight nature.
There are embankmeats to sive e people from  flhod bug
because of these embankments to-day therc is scarcity of
water in certain areas and there is drought in others and
the people therefore, cannot cultjvate Sir, we have ye
to depend 99 per cent on nature. If the Five Year Plan
has to capture the imagination of the people, the Plan will
be able to capture rheir Imagination when we shall be abl,.
to free the people from nature, Sir, no doubt there
drought in certain places but it is not possible to have
cultivation there by means of water supply, by irrigation
and also by supplyin  the necessary pumps to  the people,
I am sorry to say that even to-day adcquate number of pumnps
at reasonable rates have not been supplied to the people.
After all it is not only the Government but the people alse
know that by raising crops they will get their food, there.
fore, the people are roady to do work but the Governmeny
is not helping them. Sir, in the Agricultural Department
therc is a  Mechanical Department. This is a very hijgh
sounding name, but after a]] we don’t  see any 131‘()1!‘:';%
being made by this department in the field of woricnlfure
People don’t want these machines for show, Th::; W;m-t 1,)
know the use .of machines, g0 of pumps and therely
improve the agrlculture, y

as not due to any considere

15

Regarding Irrigation, my
semething and the Estimates

matier and gave some sugeestions. If our problem of food
has to be solved we have (0’ give mepe emphasis on smal scale
irrigation 1131~036rtf5. It is not for one particular time lhalg (w(‘
CF adanal fo allow Ome waker th pags.  ywhat 1s s import.
ant is constant vigilance to see that the irrigation (‘h"mncll" 1~
nnt dry up, to iee that they supply sm’ﬁ“ih:nt w{t“; [0 11(0
people at all times when necessary,  Thig ilél‘i ot [’; be d ll"
I must say that the Agricultyre De i atter o
preserving or maintaining thege irrigation  channels
scale irrigation projects has not done énough. Very ofien man
of the channels have become useless and the money épmi'( 0;\;
them has been o wastage.  "Phis i also another side, a
Now, thirdly I come to Japq We |

. . Know that it ig not
possible for us to give land tq everybody, At the same

Friend, My, Hazarika, has

: ) sated
Commitiee also went

into (he

or small

time

bartment in the matter of

L |
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we know that there are certain vacant land which can be easily
used for cuttivation. I will go a step further and say that whea
we want to solve the food problem then we should do thingsona
war footing. As during the war, we should cultivate everywhere,
that is 0 say, we should allow the people to cultivate in any
Place found vacand, for a temporary period, say lor two or three
years 1 that is donc also we can solve our problem to some
CXxtent.

Then comes the problem of implement, cattle and other
necessities.  So far as cattle is concernd, we are becoming
poorer and poorer day by day when the cattle populatioa is
gradulty decrcasing.  Cattle are dying in hundreds. Recently
I had been o Sibsagar where I was told that - in Janjimukh
and some other places cattle were dying like flies.  When I had
been to Goalpara and certain - places of the north bank and
south bank of Kamrup District the pcople clamoured that
they had no cattle because all their cattle died when the
epidemic discasc came. We are told that we have a very good
Veterinary Department and the Veterinary Director isa  man
with experience.  But we judge the result not by in what degree
a particular man has been adorned with but what he contri-
butes to the State.  When we find that the cattle were dyng
before our nose and nothing practically was done, can we remain
complacentof this state of affairs? In certain areas gammaxine
Wassprayed but the people were not warned that it was a poison-
ous drug and the cattle would die i they eat the grass where
It was  sprayed. But as it was not done it took the lives
of many cattle. If you use gammaxine, which is a drug not
known to the common pcople, then it is the duty of the
Department to warn the people beforchand about its conse-
quence. After all it is a poisonous drug. So when it was
Sprayed the Department should have warncd the people about
it. I am told that at no place such a warning was given and
as a result we have lost so many cattle. This is a very sad
state of aflairs. The Minister will do well to enquire into the
matter whether at the time of spraying gammaxine such a
warning was given to pcople. If not, then the Department 15
solely responsible for the loss of so many cattle, Some people
have land, but as they have no catije during this Sali season
they could not plough their land, Today if the Minister says
that the yield per acreage of land has gone down during thl?
season I will not be surprised because it is all due to want 0
cattle, due to want of implement to cultivate. Who is 10 come
to the help of the people at this time ? It is the Departrrll)ent-
But what do we find ?, Hundreds of applications have been
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received everywhere by the Deputy Commissioners and the
Minister, but they had not thc time even to give a reply that
their applications would not be considered or they could not
be given any help for this year. It is known to everybody that 1s
for a pair of bullocks at least Rs. 300 or sois necessary, but inits
place a loan of Rs. 100 is given by the Government. 1 know
of cases where a loan of Rs. 50 is given. In no place today a
man can purchase a pair of bullocks at Rs. 50. when a man
get such 2 loan of Rs 50 and cannot purchase the cattle then
he, as a needy man, cannot keep the money with him and he
spends it othcrwise. When a well paid officer can misappro-
priate a loan, how can a needy man be expected not to do s0
when the needy man is not given adequate loan for a certain
purpose. If such a man misappropriates a loan then it is duc
to the failure of the Government to meet his requirement fully.
So, this is the position of the cattle. .

During this season of Sali cu'tivation no scrious cffort has
been made to help the pecople with seeds and seedlings. In
some big areas where Sali crop is raised I know that as no
help from the Government side was forthcoming, the people
have not been able to do anything. Therefore, my submission
is that, as I said in thc beginning, in these matters promptness
is very necessary. The Agriculture Department is expected to
be very very prompt in its activitics and must come to the
help of the people very promptly.

Regarding conservation of crop very little attention is
given. When the Agriculture Inspectors and Demonstrators
go to the field and sec the green grass over there they give the
report that this time the crop will be very good. There is »
saying that until the crop is put in the granary one cannot be
surc what kind of crop it will be, Therefore until the crop is
stored in the granary there should not be any high hope about
it and in the meantime it is to be seen that it is not wasted. It
is not only a question of using germicide, it is also a question
of conserving the crop and how to do it should be shown (g

the cultivator.  We see pamphlets distributed by the Agri.
culture Department, but up till now very little has s

b
in the matter of conservation of the crop. Even to g, o
not sure whether our Sali crop would be saved. To-day I have
read in the papers about floods in Dibrugarh and I have seen alsc;
that rivers are rising. There may be flood and if that happens
the lean season will last from to-day not upto Decembey gnl
put till July next. Therefore, we have to ;

be cauti
ous from
now on and have to guard ourselves. If the floods come and

the crop is cestrayed, 1 will not blame the Minister for lack
of production, but since he is also the Minister for Food I
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would blame him if he fails to supply foodgrains to the people.
And, therefore he should (ry to obtain foodgrains from what-
o cf 30UFCe it {3 available From the Government of India or
trcn‘n other States. If tl];‘r(* is a deficit, we must fill up that
deficit by IMmport and that has to be done.

Now, Sir, after this it is necessary to discuss the food
situation as iy aflects the consumers. I have discussed th.C
food situation as it allects the producer, now I shall discuss it
as 1t aflects the consumer. 1 have already stated that l_hc
whole State to-day is more or less a scarcity area. [Fair price
shops have beep opened but very often they do not have rice
and the price that is charged is beyond the capagity. of the
POOr people. Sometimes in a village a fair price shop is given to,
Say, A. He is to take 50 or 100 maunds of rice and the price
PEr maund is Rg, 19, S0, a poor village shopkeeper h_'flﬂ o pay
Rs. 900 or Ry 1,800 to get the stock. Itis very diflicult for a
village shop-keeper 1o pay Rs. 1,800 and take the rice. So
what is (0 pe done ? I do no like that fair price should be an
Individual responsibility. T want Government to make th.e
{al_l" price shO])-kecpt‘rs their agenis.  What they should do is
this : as soon ag there is a demand for rice say, 50 maunds
M a locality, after assessment of the actual need rice shonld be
5lven to the agent. Before the agent gets another consigllll}CI}R
money should be realjsed from him. But if the Government insist
that money should e paid here and now, I can tell the Govern-
ment that it will be diflicult for them to get shop-keepers in many
village who can pay here and now.  They may be able to pay
two or three hundred rupees but to expect them topay Rs. 1,800
is to ask the impossible. T do not say that there arc not one or
two shopkeepers who can pay, but most of them cannot. So, my
suggestion is let them be made agents of Government and
given rice, They will sell the rice and will pay the money
when they come for the next consignment, For that personal
or landed security may also be taken,

‘Then, Sir, T will say that the price charged, viz., Rs. 18
is too much, I know the condition of the people. Whatever
orniments they had they have sold during these years fmd
have also mortgaged their landed property. It is not possible
for them to pay Rs. 18 and we should remember it is only the
poorest people in the village who want rice from the fair P”C:
shops. Day before yesterday when 1 was at Gauhati sOH;e
widows trekked their way from the villages and came 1o nto
and said that they had nothing to eat and asked for somethlg‘gmu ‘
be given to them, 1 had to send them to the Deputy :
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missioner, Even if you
position to buy it,
to reconsider the ¢
price should in

give rice at Rs. 18 they are not in a
So, I would request the Minister-in-charge
juestion of price and 1 would suggest that the
no circumstances exceed Rs. 15. I am sure
Government will suffer some loss thereby ; but it is better 1o
suffer a loss than 10 witness starvarion and death of the people.
Then, Sir, so far as fajr price shops in the villages
are concerned, I would suggest that instead of rice, paddy
should be given as far as practicable because our people do not
like machine-husked milled rice. They want to husk the paddy
themselves. This will also save deterioration as rice gets deterio-
rated very soon whereas paddy can be preserved for some time,
‘Then, Sir, the fair price shops should be developed into  semj- =3
ration shops. I know that some people have a  bad habit of ;
taking rice from the fajr price shops and sell it in the market,
Therefore only those who are really needy should be given
rice. In that matter the co-operation of the Panchayats and
other people may be taken and, I venture to say that so far as
food is concerned, let not Party politics creep in. We on this
can declare that we will not make food g
matter of party politics. e Wwant people to live first and then
do politics.
certalifsafz’ Lwill say (hay procurement may be possible in
as even now, hyg | do not expect too much from
- So, _lf the Government have given any figure to
118 Procurement, Jey that figure be revised and let it
4 our position g v(;?;eéfggff o India that we want more rice
food ﬁﬁg’ Viigrétabiae?ld?s} rice_ there are other items of
1tems of foqq ave’alslS] i S The _pncesdoli lheffi
requ,est the Minisier of 0 gqnel up very n?u;hl antl ewlg):)lod
niSter, to see thy, i ~8rculture, who is a so th 3
: © 15 2 conscious endeavour to encourage
€getables, f

JShiand produce more wmilk 1 our
cannot give adequat :

3 (Hajo) : Mr.
ke 215, L am very grateful to yoy € given me an
Opportunity (o associate myself in the discussion on 2 matter
Which is so vital today in our State, Sir, many things have been
said on the food situation on many an occasion and from many

that you hav

[
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glatforms for the last few years. But in spite of all these, we

ave secn that the situation  has not improved to the extent it is
desired.

H(‘,fore ] b(‘gl n

: my speech on the food situation, I would like
to sympathise with

. the lot of the Agriculture Minister and also
with the Agriculture Department. Sir, -when there i plenty,
the credit goes to the Nature and to the people, as the Leader of
the Opposition has rightly observed. But when there is scarcity,
all the blames are put upon the Agriculture Minister and
the AE!'l_"l“lltm'e Department.  Sir, 1 am not going to defend
the Agriculture Minister or the Department nor do I
hold any brief for them. I he Agriculture, Department, I
must say, has done its part. But I feel in the present conditions
Of. Assam it the Agriculture Department would have been
8Ull more vigilant 1 believe much of the hardships caused to
the People would  have been mitigated. The Department at
eertan points fail to rise up to the occasion. The food deficit
e ASS““‘ ,}'*'“‘ become a chronic onc. In 1950-51 the food
situation in Assam was different from today. In those years
e was too scarce and, at places rice could not be had even at
brice of Rs.100 per maund. But this year the situation is not so
acute as that, The maximum price of rice has gone only up
to Rs.28 per maund. 1 think T shall be borne out in my observa-
tons by the Leader of the Onposition also. But even then people
ate not able (o purchase their requisite quota of rice. The Leader
of the Oppesition has rightly pointed out that people are unable
to purchase r1ce at Rs. 18 per maund. They have lost absolutely
their purchasing power. Therofore, unless this purchaasing power
n the people can be restored, no amount oftalk can solve the
problem we aye facing today. Last year we did not get a good
pPaddy harvest in the district of Nowgong which has always been
_th’f' granary ol the State owing to dronght. As the Sali crop which
18 the principal crop in Assam failed the procurement position of
the Government  did suffer 4 lot. Similar was the case in certain
parts of Kamrup and Goalpara districts and also in certain parts
of Darvang district. Tn those districts last vear the Sali crop al-
most failed, People thonght that this year the positon would im-
prove and they tried their utmost (o compensate their loss they
sustained in last year. They had a very luxurious Ahu crop. Butas
ill luck would have it people had heen disappointed. Their ex-
pectations were belied. The Ahy crop was damaged by rice bugs
to the tune of 60 per cent of the total. The blame for failure to
fight this pest menace I do not put entirely on the Govcrnlz
ment, as they Leader of the Opposition has done. The a—ttalce
of rice bug was very sudden and unprecedented. As the
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Leader of the Opposition has rightly stated that it
three days to destroy the entire field

the district or Kamrup. Therefore, ey

ment had the necessary equipments and pesticides, etc. at lhfjll‘
disposal they could not deal with the situation because of its
virulence. We must look to the difficulties of the Department
also. We know how very difficult it is to transport the equipments
and pesticides etc. to combat an unprecedented situation like
this. Our Government had to bring the equipments and other
things from outside Assam which they could not do in time
In - this connection however, I would like to submit, Sir, that
whatever resources the Department had at their disposal, they
did not fully utilise them and, that may be duc to lack
of proper appreciation of the situation or due to callousness on
the part ot certain officers gt certain  quarters. Just now the
Leader of the Opposition hag stated  that Government spread
Gammaxine powder from acroplane in certain parts of I

ajo.
I see no reason why emphasis was laid on Hojo. But what-
ever might be the c¢a

1 € s¢ that operation was being  done with
aview 10 kill the ric s; but the people could not
! ] ecl somehow happy with the
undfgt:ilkn}g. Sir, one thing is very evident in our people.
Psﬁfc ologically our people are generally very conservative.
't'eY ’c}crcdvcry reluctant to take (o any new method when
lhalrs);zngotc‘:cfgé t‘ijls Cui‘;{tomary with our people that whatever
. M they take j i
this feom my Y take it to he their lot.

OWn  experien " : . :
: ce.  During those days whenthe
rice bug mengce was at g y

in the affecte

q the peak T used to visit villages
to the yge Ofaree}s., ! requested the pcople there to take
bugs and ¢, the Pesticides in thjer fields ~nvaded by rice
were reluctan. use of Spraying Gammaxin. _But the people

s it 0 do so, They thought it 15 ordained by
also  cannot be b t of human effort can save it.  Sir, people
i - entirely. Because from the
he > they are responsible for this in.
village we Simpll)arg of the people.  Whenever we go to a
reluctant to s yind fault wigh the Government and are
;. ord to the people on self-help.
at Gammaxine and pesticides, etc.
bugs. People are reluctant to take

king dissyaq; :

' 18suading them not to take (o the use
of Gammaﬁlnebl and Pesticides, cic. They sitaply eft (o
putting  all. blame on theip £o1e and Government,” Though
gsome action was tak

= €0 from the side of the Government
with a view to help (he people, this was the reason why

took r_mly
of Ahu crop by rice-bugs in
en assuming that the Depart-

I am speaking

. €m alsg
cure their field from rice C;E

| =
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people would not appriciate them and this was the reason
why therc had been a colossal devastation of Ahu crop by
rice bugs in  an unprecedented manner. The operation
undertaken by Government also did not bear fruit.

Then again Sir, about cattle mortality. It was so wide-
spread this year that it was almost unprecedented in the history
of Assam., 1 do not know what is the figure at the hands of
the Government, but a friend of mine who is a Member of this
House from Sibsagar has put the figure for Sibsagar alone at one
lakh and fifty thousand deaths. T think it is not exaggerated.
[ have gone to Majuli in Jorhat Subdivision. We were a big
party moving together and we went to one interior-most village
which was part of our State. Many of our friends could not
take their food because of the obnoxious smell that came from
the decomposed carcasses of the dead cattle. The position was
really horrible and it is difficult to describe. When I talked to the
people and asked them why did they not dispose of these car-
casses in proper manner as mauy of them died of very contaglous
discase and the contamination might spread to other healthy
cattle also. They replied, “What can we do Sir? The rate
of daily death was fl?'om 10 to 12 catile per family, how could
we bury them all or where was the time and opportunity for us
to take some other steps to segregate the healthy cattle from the
infected ones™. That, Sir, was the position. It clearly proves
t!le acute virulence of the epidemic. I met the Project Execu-
tive Officer of Majuli—he is a very able officer, cverybody knows
it—he also gave me the similar story. I also met the Deputy
Commissioner at Kamalabari Inspection Bungalow. He also
repeated to me the same story that it was beyond the capacity of
the people to dispose of the dead cattle in the manner suggested.
One of the main reasons for this high rate of deaths is due to
the fact that most of our cattle have lost all their vitality due to
chronic under-nourishment or starvation. They have lost all
their resistivity to diseases. That was one of the first and fore-
most causes. I'he vaccine also which was necessary to fight these
diseases was not up to the mark. T think it was also under-dosed
at certain time: later on of course the dose was increased and
the result was very good. Also, Sir, we know that the potency
of this goat tissue vaccine last mostly for six or seven days- A8
you know, Sir, this vaccine wag brought from Patna or Izatnagar
or Calcutta or from some other places outside Assam: Th;s
is brought to Assam by plane there is no doubt about. it But to
sarry it from Gauhati to the interior most parts of the %tate
it takes weeks and in the meanwhile the potency of LIS g
is lost. QOur Minister-in-charge spoke of his inability to
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carry this vaccine to the intcl'i?l‘ parts of the State under pro-
per condition because thc?re IS no proper arrangement for
doing so. Besides that, mmport of refrigerators was also now
banned. For all these reason:, as [ have stated, the Minister-
in-charge is pleading his ina‘-»ility to carry the vaccine to the
affected areas under proper condition. At the same time the
people themselves also were not very
have so much enthusiasm to inocculat
stood in the way for arresting the sp
ing in the deaths of so many cattle.
crisis now in the State
due to all these.

Now, my Friend had suggested saying, let us give cach
family cattle ‘and agricultural lpan adequate cnouah (o pur-
chase a_pair of plough cattle. That suggestion sounds very
well.  But to put it in aciua] practice, many difficulties will
come up in the way. I had already stated that the cattle
mortality in the State this vear

] was widespread, the mor tality
was immense and it was

uuprecedented.  Therefore even if
we are to give money to the

people to purchase g pair of

!:mllogks from the side of Govemmcnt, [ think it will be an
! I We cannot at he same
time solve the problem merely by saying that it iy an IMpos-
sibility. We must solve it. how to solve it cffectively is
the question. Tht_a only solution that I can see 1s formation
of co-operative spcieties.  Plough bullocks may be supplied to
a batch of people forming jntg a4 co-operative. Qur people
and cattle have sufficien leisnre ang therefore a pair of plough
f}att]c “an werve ‘the PUTPOse of more than one famil}:. We
aavgi_a htp synlnlpathy f()_f_ €O-operatives. But if we really feel tq
meliorate _the cc‘:m‘dltlon of the agriculturists we must take
seriously to it ag thig i the only weapon with which we can
the people. My I'riend, the Leader
mentione| about mechanised cultiv

anxious nor willing nor
e their cattle. That also
read of the diseage resuli-

We are facing a ve Ty gre.!
unprecedented in the history of Assam

. ation,
Ewiciie s intreod one Provided we have co-operatives, [f we
le al tce mechanigeq cultivation by tractors and our
people also are Wllllng to take
would certain]

Y Tequire L to mechanised cultivation, we
s . By lre )I' )l() [ i .
a blg capltal Wthh bup gl ts of land and at the same fime

: Cultivag .
form themselves ing, Comgre 1S cannot afford, But if they
d t their out Perative socleties, combine together
e oo ti ar};d out efforts to work for the success of
these co-operatives, thep this problem can be solved to a great
extent.

Now, Sir, whenever we discuss these things on the floor of
the House we 3]"""3?"—"’, 'Y to put the entire hlame on the Go-
vernment without trying o explore the difficultics of the
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Government. 1 say, Sir, the problem that we are facing now iss
a social problem. [t is not a party pro'lem or a political pro-
blemi, it is a social problem in which the whole members of the
society should put their shoulders together to solve it. We
should not feel for a moment that the problem 1s not ours or
that it is only of the Government or ol the Party that is running
the Government. If we really want to save our people from
starvation, we must know that it is our bounden duty as
1esponsible representatives of the people to see that food produc-
tion is increased and that the purchasing capacity of the people
is raised instead of merely talking and making speeches here
or outside. I appeal to the hon. Members in the Opposition
—let us set aside all our political dilterences and let us fight
this problem as a social problem and let us come forward
with whatever offer we gct from the Covernment to solve this
problem. ‘Then and then only, this problem can be properly
solved. But all along we have heard our friends saying, “We
want more land”, “We want more rice from the Government of
India or from whatever source” ¢ we want more gratuitous
relief and so on. I agree these things are necessary but what
I feel these can only solve the problem temporarily.

} Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BORBARUAH (Amguri):
;llllcn what is the necessity of having a Goveranment? What 1s
1€ USE ..ovve e enanes

Shri MOHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Hajo) :
Iam‘ not giving in Sir. My Friend must have the patience 0
hearing me, I am giving suggestions as to how this problem can
be solved. As T said. Sir, we must solve this problem. We must

look at it as a social problemy 2t s
Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BORBARUAH: But I
have the right to interfere......... (laughter)

Shri MOHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY: No Sir,
my I'riend has no right to interfere when I am not giving in.
If T give in then of course he has the right to interfere,
Therefore, Sir, what I was going to suggest is this, We must
always see how to improve food pI‘OCiuction in our State.
My Friend, Shri Hazarika, the mover of this motion as We€
as the Leader of the Opposition have rightly observed that
we must put stress on irrigation, land reclamation an flood
control. Our State is ravaged by frequent floods. 1© fight
that flood we have put big embankments alongside ou
Sir we used to have floods in the past but those floods

I TIVETS,
have
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some utility for the agriculturists because that flood used to
carry a lot of wealth to the people from the Hm'm!:_l}“l.‘_
ranges. Those accumulated wealth  were carried by the rivers
and distributed in our paddy fields, and thus people did not
feel any necessity whatsoever "to manure their field: after the
floods.  But now there is drought condition and there is no
doubt the recurrence of floods has been minimised to some
extent, but at the same time whatever little the agriculturists
should get from the flood water as manure, Lhu§ 1s also stop-
ped to a great extent. That is the thing 1 believe which we
should consider very much. If we want (o raise the produc-
tion power of the land, we must look to four tlning§: Iirst of
all good seeds are a prerequisite for better production. Then
comes Irrigation. After that manure and then comes the ques-
tion of elementary technical knowledge. These are the
prerequisites for having better production and
greater production. Unless we can fulfil these four
conditions, there is no use talking about
Campaign_ First Of a]l -let- US. I ;

now-a-days Government is distributing some chemical fertiliser
but chemical fertiliser cannot solye the problem of manure
Moreover sume well known scientists are very sceptic about the
efficacy of the chemlc.a! fertiliser. Therefore We must not
depend on chemical fertiliser alope, Green manure is a thing
which our cultivatorg should be taught to use. Then again com-
post manure—organic manure, Now- in the recent past when
the country suffered scarcity —1 think in 1950, from the side  of
the Government 4 _campaign was started to take (o producing
compost manure in the wllages. For whatever reasons that
scheme has been abandoned I (g not know. Now it js time we

must take resort again to this campaign, We shoy]d teach our

praple o ol makes manure and use thijg COmpost manure with
advantages. Even now if

2 we €0 1o the Vill'clges, we see that
their national wealth—I me

an cow dung—ig bein ted lik
anything. Even to-day our g 1ng wasted like

: make use of this
mportant manure. That must et pe done. Now in an B
cultural country, cow dung js more valuable than currency
notes. This wealth ig

being wasted in i :
: our villages 1ik
thing. ‘Therefore as we haye SO : ges like

tors, why can they not i many Agrlcultura! Demonstra-
to the villagers? We have 5o many N. F. S
Those organisations also cap take y .

any Community Project or N.E.S.
also cow dung is being”~ wasted.

.going to say any-
thing about human excreta now, but even this cow dung

ing wasted. The Department should, with the help of Pancha-

four
for having
important
grow-more-{food
come to manure, Of cours,

-
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yats, N. E.S.or C.P. Project organisations, also political
paitics and students, try to utilise and preserve and utilise this
most valuable wealth of the country. Then, Sir, again I come
to the question of green manure. I thing our people know very
little about it. They got an intutive knowledge about it. But
they do not know the scientific valuc of this scheme. This
should be brought home to them. It is the bounden duty of
the Goveriunent to make them green manure minded. Then
about good seceds, the result of the scientific research is that if
one uses gooid sceds, then one can increase the food production
at least by 25 per cent. Assam is not deficit to the extent of 25
per cent. Lhat also is not being done. Mr. Hazarika has
found fault with the Department. He said that the
seeds supplied by the Depaitment did not germinate 1n
Mmany cascs. Now, how can the Department supply good
sceds® They arc not growing sceds. They are procuring
them from othirs and distributing them to the cultivators.
Now T have scen a healthy feature in our Government deciding
to start one such seed farm in each National Extension Service
or in the Shadow Block arcas. It will take some time for the
Government to cover the whole country with N.E.S. Blocks
0 till (hen we should tike steps to make other arrangements
50 that (he wholc co mtry may be uniformly served by such seed
farms, Now whenever we speak  about such a farm
some nightmare haunts us because in the past things were_nqt
upto the mark, thesc farms did not work properly. This 18
a complaint herc in this House and outside also. The most
unfortunate thing is that production in these farms were found
to be far below than what was found to be in the neighbouring
ficld of the cultvaiorse These matters must be looked into
very carefully. Somectimes it was cxplained that as the sites
selected by the Government for the purpose of sced farms were
not favourable and therefore thess farms could not show good
results,  But that must not be the rule always. Now it 18 the
duty of the Government to see that these secd farms have
8rcater yield.

Then it has been spoken about small irrigation schemes.
Mr. GGoswami said that these small irrigation projects were not
i)Cing properly maintained.  Sir, till now we had little necessity
lor these irrigation projects in our State. Our fields were
irrigated by rain waiter. The nature is bountiful and God
was kind to us in this respect.  Whenever we needed water 1z
our ficlds, we depended on nature.  But now we cannot attrt-
bute everything to nature. We live today ina planned ccOﬂf-’Snfl 4
and so we must plan our schemes independent of naturc: o
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I have seen the enthusiasm of our people for cutting a channel
for taking water for their fields, at the beginning, but soon th‘at
enthusiasm dies out and they even do hot carry out the repairs
to keep the perennial supply of water. From the side of the

overnment also there is no provision to keep them  in proper

running condition,

Therefore, Sir,
into by the Ministe
possible, ‘

I'suggest that this matter should |

¢ looked
r and effect remedy in

whatever ay :

Then again about big embankments,
ments have failed to control the situ
whole. By controlling flood in one p: Y We are
making certain other fertile fields dry and unsuitable for &
cultivation. That should not be so. By doing one thin
going to help certain ficlds we must not injuie the
capacity of certain other fields. Therelore
sufficient number of sluice gaics should |
¢mbankments. We have miles and miles of embankmeng but
without any outlet whatsocver to let M wWater to the felde
Thercfore 1 suggest that Government §110u]L1 see (] flicient
number of slyice gates are opencd in the embankmen (g for
letting in water (o irrigate the fields.

these big embank- !
in the country as g '
irt of the county

ation

g by §
productive
I suggest that
be  construcie in the

1at sy

Then about technical know-how. Our
started

too many research institutions.
have also one such institution in Titabar.,
of these research institutions can be broug
people, they wil] not ser
as o agency to brin
results of (he

agency to depy

Then again aboyt our implemellt also. Whatever i]‘npl(:,
ments we are using to-day they fall far short of our present ela
requlrem(_ants. 1€ present day rescarch lias made available 1o
us many Mproved varicties of agricultural implements but our
people have oy ‘et become used to these

course theye

Governmeny have

Our State Gov

But unless (1

lit 1o the reach of

ve any useful purpose. Our OVeInmen;
g to the reach of the village people (he

researches done in these ingti

futions, there g no
onstrate them before the people.

¢ ‘l‘nmcnt
¢ benefigg

ry 4

improved Implements.
arc certain difliculties {o make our pcople
undcrst;:mcl that these are better  implements
Production

0 Improve
Il not stand
understand
we must have
these better kinds of i
ust be done. and then
uction in our country.

5% on But that ignor

oo oo s Wi Bt degle
Lhe adv_anta. € of the usc of these implements :
Iegl‘slatmn, 1f Necessary, to make people use
agricultura ; i

_ l'im plements . Thesc things m
only I think we can have more prod

ance of oui people shoy
e methods to make them
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Ancther hing that is very important for augmenting the

production is the land reforms.  Land tenure as it exists 1 our

country to-day 1s not quitc satisfactory. It is admitted by

every-bodv.  We put up with this unsatisfactory state of affaurs
over all these years. 'Lherctore our Government should be up
and doing in bringing about au improvement in our existing
land tenure system. [t is not that we are not doing anything
to introduce land reforms in our country ; we have passed so
many Acts, but unfortunately these have not been properly

‘implemented. It is the duty of the Government and of the

different partics to sce that the land reform measures enacted
by Government are fully implemented.

I was referring at the beginning of my speech to the food
situation that now obtains in our country.  Whatever it may be
to-dav, it is not my intention to lay the blame on any body 1n
this connection. It is a {fact that the food situation has now
assumed an alarming proportion, and we must try our level best
to fight it out squarely, cvenly and unitedly. Unless we put
our heads together, unless we take each other into confidence
and proceed to tackle the problem unitedly, we cannot expect
to solve this problem. Therefore 1 call upcn: all the parties
whatever their political afliliations may be, that they should
work together in this situation,  If any body believes that only
Governmental measures will solve the present difficult food
Situation, then I should say that he is living in a world of
Imagination of his own. It is beyond the power of Government
0 solve this problem in its entirity. Government can of
course help, and provide certain means, but Government
cannot by 1its single handed eflorts solve the whole problem.
f'we really want to solve this problem ther. we should extend
our helping hand to Government and co-operate with
Government in its efforts to solve the problem. Therefore

request Government to constitute certain agencies, field
Management committces, or whatever name they may like to
give it, and that committee should be made responsible to see
how the people can be educated about the uses of the
scientific researches, to educate the pcople about proper
Irrigation of lands, proper use of secds and manure, ctc., and
also how to rotate cultivation with & view to yield more crops.
Shri Hazarika has rightly observed that our people are used to
the cultivation of only two varieties of crops, paddy and
mustard. But that would not do under the prevaihng
conditions. Our cost of living is daily increasing but our
income is coming down every day and as a result our people ar¢
becoming poorer year after year. Therefore we must educate
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our people to have intensive cultivation in their fields.
They must also be tought the method of rotation of crop
cultivation. Besides there are certain lands lving fallow. These
lands must be utilised for some types of cultivation suitable (o,
such lands. Then my Friend, Shri Goswami lhad referred to
about the supply of more rice. Yes, more rice is necessaiy for
our people, and I also appeal to the Government to v 1o
augment the supply of rice as much as possible. But in case
the supply of rice is not adequate to meet the entire require-
ments of the pcople, then what should we do? We must advise
our people to change their food habits. The other dav when
the Union Food Minister had come to Assam he said to -
at Gauhati, and the Leader of the Opposition was prrlt;ll\'\-
present at that time, that he wguld he prepared 1o :suppl}.z
as much quantity of wheat as might Le necessary for Assam
Wheat is a good food, a very substantial food, much mope
substantial than vice. Therefore, we must try to effect a r:hang{.
in the food habit of our people. That can be done B

propaganda, by demonstrative kltcl_]e_ns and such other methos
I thercfore suggest to the Hon. Minister to open a number of
free kitchens at which pcople can be educated as (o the methog
of preparation of wheat and how to cat them. They must hay,.
some expert cooks for this purj:ose and start some sucl, kitchensg
in the villages. We should also try to educate our people as l.s
what are the bettcr qualities of wheat as against rice, It 13 b
admitted fact that too inuch of rice cating makes one feel {}(:11}1
heavy and unfit for work ; we feel sleepy after taking our meals
Every Assamese has the knack of having a nap or going to qlf. y
after his meal. Whyis itso? You 80 to the Punjah' t(l’p
Punjabees do not sleep after having their meals - pcople i;1 tll%
land of my Friend Shri Patyvari do not sleep af’tc-r their mC'ﬂlg
But in our place our people Invariably enjoy a nap after me;l:.
It is because our mcal is very heavy. :

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
You are a sam le of wheat meal ! :

Shri MOHENDRA MOHAN CHAT o
Not of wheat but of rice (laughter) CHAUDUHRY (Hajo) :

Therefore I request the Han, Minister in-charge to start
some such kitchens and also request Government to sanction
some money, if necessary, for the purpose so that these things
may be tried.

Ther, Sir, my Friend, Mr. Gosw
when he says that rice and wheat alone
the body and soul, but fish, vegerables,
essential than rice and wheat.

ami, has rightly observed
18 not required to build
fruits, etc., are also more
I hope Government will give

»

-
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serious consideration to these things and I believe if the
Government will go all out for producing vegetables, fish, etc.,
in large quantities this will also go a long way towards the
solution of our food problem.  Secondly. Sir, we find that now
a days the question of unemployment is looming very large in
our country : if the Government try to enlarge the activities of
thie Agricultural Department, the Pisciculture Department, ete.,
our youngmen who are running after jobs and are disappointed
can be usefully engaged in these activities and this will also go
to help solving the question of unemployment. I hope Govera-
ment will come forward with liberal help and take up this
question in right carnest. The Government also in this direction
can encourage the people to form co-operative societies in order
that the pcople may find work for themsclves. Then again

DI i s snssmis 1

H

Shri PRABHATNARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-
East): Mr. Chairman, Sir, the hon. Member is going beyond
hiis limit. According to the rules 1 think the hon. Member has
exceeded his time also.

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Hajo): Sir,
It}lollgllt Mr. Choudhury was realising my speech but now
I find that it is not so. Therefore, I conclude my speech here.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): wad@ GH&Ed
TEtew, @ify 9F v A R0 [t waa e ettt elediaiE Ao
Ywla alfe qfate Ot AT Sedlwag fAacy wiesis oredine  fa R &g,
1% faacd v alq F90E a0 QB |

9% f{Eca g 95 olFET stedtm wte o sedlals «g 4RI
gt v ARFETE TF oy, el el sreATars twcg @ wifEd
M7 AP A saFlad 1 eestawtd wiwhw @ifga, AT
fra o At | QT e 9T ads cm gFue | bl @feF
AFCA TeAMAT ARSI TG (= A AR wwmace welm el wEe T
CB wAlba | wWife @i AWz ety ofers geaa ot A0 e
T @ AT T AT S GlitT R Ao SRA—fre 5IelE AT G2
A | 92 WD T AR @ @R mPw cpion el R e
(FITS coilil 1B, ©iF oS i fSfa atg ciiey g1 wdte w1 ¢o @7 o
@St ¢tz | @2 AT witm aifere whs mey P oefa (40 AT T
T allaE e fSerEEe wicate cxfem | s acziwere T ﬁw
e @ v TS 20,000 A afig | e RE I
S @fs wlies | F8 vasia Dwlacz vl ofq 7 9T A
TFfatEa | B faspn fastds @ibe Flacds gffce |
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tiaira 497 A7 TG FiEe baFig (w9 d4=004n AE(T E I 1o
T T wiEica | cialatd agm T8 wEera 10sE 9% s oA Sas Tl
@ Izrw  undesirable persons =i wAg  catatsrsiz 1 fwe At
AfTaea eal? ey AforF atie feam ataz =5igs g {eata 9 aif=
e Sediwa Zaic =9 Afad 49 Faf gifrg A, i -1,
Beoter 79 w1 FhEcd ACAMALE AT cofsury Atarm @4ta 1w miin
Atztaye  afF QuF T a2 |

sl Pow A BF W cfears Atag Tem w3 9F Security
TaAtdiada 97 T AFE—T2tA 47 Sesdtraa wia 9TE 1 csraine Tfp
T3 A =leet |

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Food
and Agricultufe,): (4G ATS foits b 27 Aol ? (4R (ToiE e
Sk B @B dfer (AS Oos wmig T i e ¢

Shri HIRA}JAL PA'EWARY (Panery) : afwatr s
yat aczinea AMHACA BT AR L (AE) o 4y Eow AT 7 59w acyp.
Ff% dfsiaw saifze F9 &t |

ctal CaFaS AT CUTT S0158 b wifgm ; - wfd {46 =tEcs 3 )
25 wiw pawicd A0 stock Ffqwa Fal fAbs A SuN8 B o
sagica @Bl M @ AT Wz FAT Attt —cdliGnTa T O 215 pams
Sifs gmtaEdd TwEa FEct T af
SR

—3

Z AT FRY TA GTE (lipayy

The millers may sell Atta in retail upto a quantity of
90 seers per consumer at the whole sale price or slightly higher
rate fixed by the local officers concerned.

9z slightly higher =4 33 sz a@h =411 ifocs ars el
fopp wi w4 g A9 GIFET WS 77 flexible 7z @m | 7y CAfwgera
TS W GO |

o P56 T GHA SIeTiE @i wwiatda dmma o g
=) g | ST A rbm:’.'\' % @ 53wt o1%a 5= < il cwré
el gitl Al AW BT R ATy @z e fFar TS
75 @b ofed AT wrHaE A Wi qe

Stock @ T 9% ITIM (FNT 9B 399 7w WACE T AT
Atigy g AfT T2 T AR

dfy «prA w1 ffrad Red dfens am c@fs aef 9w @fs acy
wicataa dfers ?Ff:_it'i! a?ffi"l Sitias s g | sifscs AT aacg;
o i @i f itz wieg, 7 st dfens o=@ 4w sesttns F

qetcaret fwew |
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17 5w cltait oteftom sl 74 watsth TiF I3 A AT AR |
sfotr &fos w717 cr@s (AR T cittNla fim aee FelEE I
S wdle e R A T stedits wiots sifig 4fefem | (21R)

af s cta w4cd1 2 @ Ashok Mehta Committee, Esti-
mate Committee, T@itfwa report “ff e Fdaw  wAtvgar A @R
bawtr qifs 474 ¥ 66 |

M. MOINUL HA.QUE CHAUDHURY  (Minister,
Food and Agmculture) Report &hte $agie.r fad, fHERE
17 report faare Affg  Atfwas  aefa AAffg oificges w2 9

catdica

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery\: g Aeeiview Aifp
lﬁr gtuiw wle atdr cdfsas wca 1 ot w0 s 1 civie 39
fon (eiem zea @ift 3f&7 csed 6 4lpe 1 @@ 3 Afpte o p
TElacte woa lhcowhcally A5l azcEs Gtala Ap Pmctlcally “Bl;
wtfa Afpem Practical field s, aify  wwiglEada 1 w2 ou LJ?"CET

utfr Practically @99 ?Fi"?fr.*il [

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY [North-haklnxnpur
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)] : wiqfi -itd g wf7
Mda gatatada aas fafs @Rls Facd e 'rMﬁ grey g4 T2
wHGT Fiq Aifacy  fEe & wtedm adtdita wata At zacel @18 T
aft 1 wwsa wiEw ol =@ cim ais |

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY : & swcefvcae 3os1 =faca
chig 5 438 aca A9 I/ sw | gmaw ol wdicatd TG
(SLATCH (FIA  AG ST ¥, FN O QrE aqzy | wiwa 4w SeA e
TS Pracucally A ?ﬁ%m T 72U (orAgA A97F Ffeq A |
cifzwrs e zs wted 474 4fG 7, il witn @A dfS
Flaa atest | ofecs aiw@ta [ Plactlc‘al suggestion @iF T
feasm w57 Atfila | @97 7280 Ara gAats eats & weeters A
N oiF 4T AE 10 adim Ay ferd 5oz e (ob welE AR
A, 5 cerAcaTa AN BeeliwAT @l offyeta Tra Practical  #ECD
Sig Al 1 il et it wiem cq ffyEe oporre <agd A2 O
faai=s oforcds  ofF, wigd, I35, TOnfe wtam Saem  Abaw @iecg, 990
T A W @ e AR ety 3 feam Afveida w0 P S
(FF AT JCGIEIE ATT AATS B et wiifig rowew farg 9F
Sieta dim T ASE AMcm | Wi afem  adm fw <R o AT
dfza Protection# atcr F =1 wawlm, 9w o aig @ FF 3
(1% Protective measure 7 acs =79 Atest | o eSO 37 ?_‘
d, s AE TT EBLE wed a i e e 29O
TG AAS frqq Alr (7 @A oeatem ors ferw AT AT
471 BEE < i Sediwas  @tel aifp cale TR Ff3 fa< Al |
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o7 FA ¥A, IW RYT F(FAA 2A 9B definite policy 5124 #f4 =T |
fgz @ N5 = policy 7 a7 cifom=s csitata=

TeAtdwa 44 @ A7
qidts o123 Tifs AT dife a3

v

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Food
and Agriculture) : w47 Jaws = @ 85 = fraw awdiata
4412 suggestion fAifaeel, wia4lmaz sevmm @r o

g HAfT Tgw
afg stz ?

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery'/: PI‘O(‘["‘(-n](gni
Advisory Board 3 cfa JAE frm @it | dTww cifm «fom
faertr =7 @ 7FT AC- 190 Board = report atm @iwEita 4 @
(Voice—atcataia Ja7ch1 w2 @if awga =if@ca i) |

TreltF BT AAT ATT >0y FF TA At AfA FO5 1 T sami «
s waws faatad F@wm 1 (Voice—Athiattt steatalz 51z aifdistiatas
a7 a7 fqea ?)

asth 57 @ vawtca g 71 gaecs  AlREEin a0 g2 g4
afs ar(7 | dfec® baatta afw so. B festia At TE T fixed =i

(erazeA BIAAT GIETNAT by BF ofAta T TCACT TACA My P oy
dq) 91 Aa @ TAF (FOT [TRAAT WME Al 6T by B zy g

Sty BF FT Al |

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : fifi;
st3ma wiT 447 %@ A wiem wae ais |

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY :
for selling.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY :
mitted to make this point clear, Sir? There is no power in
the hands 'of the State Governments to enforce any price
in the retgll market, but the Government of India, under the
Essential Supplies Act, have given us the power to pur'chasc):
at a certain wholesale pricc and that has been fixed at
Rs.10, Rs.10-4-0 and Rs.10-8-0 fur our State. We a:'v
purchasing at that ratc, that is all. The rest depends on
merchants like 1y Iriend, Mr., Patwary and on their éoocl will.

There is no fixed price

Mayv I be per-

Shri .I-IIRALAL PATWARY : Sir, the thing is,
if I am consideted v merchant in the Ass embly, T will consider
the Minister as my lawyer because a merchant needs

: ; . _ a lawyer of
LL.B. fame. Leave it; that is not my point.

My point is this
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TR T AR (3 afem BAFRA A AT Y0\ BF 417 FRg-—~ o T0Aie
S85a qaye 4197 wa Sfbs wifed | 4% ward @—R gwca olea 1
CSECEIT (1 wigifw @za | 4w W cafem G S0, BEIS 419 te—
BT ®ITn 1% wading @147 T4 AfifeE s FeE TR Ok BF
A A0 FF A dla Aidea |0 g ot 5136 5% itd 004 5
M ST @fs tmry | AT «[uid AFratd— (3 5AFI €% CFIe A
AAfes ztz ure si%a #tw Control wfRw +a A% | «F CFAS
GIE Zal faebr ca st sfewra 19 TeTEe. 98 T SiEtE e i |
CF T4 tze— bawitd afsm #i So\ ciMe ¥ (12 wea  siea]
LWsats feg aififss aics Consumer 9793 FRa 77 9T, (@HAIF
Ny =g oy w1

Maulavi NURUL ISLAM (Dhing) : iz aifisle TR
TEAE i Bl caeh frers atdfn & qge watha freg 2

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): =2 v:d 4%m @
MWTMA o5 T wwiw fF wacda opefasts wea |1 have come here
a5 a representative of the people. I have not come here
as a “Bepari’® or contractor. T have not- come llﬁl‘c to
SIve my personal explantion to the Members. wdlifte  afr
SR oiftr gfety wr (T RAE (I BE gwRca fewad
MG o cgitalFa weld s witd @Ik @m | efem zE AR
CSQAlTE wipm v TS wdlfuf s 3R fR A

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS [Rangiya (Reserved for
dcheduled Tribes)|: w@ivfi =i s¢ 47 iz fpis 47 @6H@
TS cwemea fecn » )

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY : | want Notice for that, Sir.
“TH bl e dwwa 6o T Tewa wie dewa o w9 cdfore A
b Ges g s> o @ Tl e Wity | Wit TR
ST g err e lve [ oMfe 4fe whe atg—e AR
TS W wfad oifics 92 A wepad e e Consumer
MW Buigs wwq | .

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY : 'They are disturbed me
%‘Ja this time should not be counted for, Sir. I should not
¢ disturbed. Let me express my views freely and frankly.

Mr. CHAIRMAN :  You will finish by 12-30 p.m.

) Shri HIRALAL PATWARY: gfFrd G uie a@d
TN wea disturbance  ffrca,  ciw gewd w9 wigd @
UK e pwwfa alfifgen 1 fas @2 disturbance faicE Jt ey |
ORTE iefta, w@ivia 2a0 4ws owpm «h oa qie wled T 2
?ﬁa’il AT A AR T «Q%0h wfifre wEa (3 GEiEl Y8R B9
U mabr fr e @el Ui wiwi zwie etele aaaEE 2l 5
ﬁml qferis ©itag 7[feppfaa =iz foferefn @ @M@ 9 o

TR e eliwfite aine weke Tz TReg A TS s
NS @ o ehg | wicw? v A @F AR e T,
DITIC,  cdfieme @i Swafegnia’ srwag w3, mifiaq aifm e OR 9
BILITT 11 atos ez aivy Ge st af 73w [OR cifeors T
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5RFIRT AR fmafie eita, Tm me R SAmeaE et WA Zara
d@ AT gfafaset fsn #@ ww Fstedln gwanela g —ataE
cifoas Teetaiada sioha fFod 7o aftre ot cssfaAiTa uifazw =3z faae
s @@F o9 cdiseta gEziza qtafd etz 1 2 oA Afastds w00 ute

BRFIAT 4t T F7 @tedia @@ BT uife o
(A Voice :—vra caatz lrs, bi4)

i, $ fasiod @ viedtmz a2 wE Bw wfa—=
S FIF AFCA ARl Alva =ieA ol 7P Wl o vy oAz wtfoR
fre Amm7 wsfw w7 @At |

Adjournment
The Assembly then adjourned for luuch Il 2 p. A

After lunch
Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Mr. Speaker,

Sir, I congratulate Shri Hazarika and also Shri Goswami for
brining before the House two vcry imporlant motions. I'he

roblem of the day is two-fold. Omne s to increase more food.
The other is to mecet the present scarcity of food. Hon.
Members participating in the debate have offered very valuable
suggestions and evinced thereby keen interest in the discus-
sion. The crux of the whole problem 1is that how we¢ can
increase more food. Now all this depend on the only question
i. e., how we can imiprove and protect our cattle wealth ? In an
agricultural country like ours where almest 95 per cent of the
population depend on agriculturc our cattle wealth plays a
very important role. ~ Utmost 1importance has (o be given
to the prosperity of the cattle wealth. This problem was
neglected during British regime. But after independence,
Government have taken steps to improve the cattle population
and, in the Second Five Year Plan, Veterinary and Animal
Husbandry have been given utmost importance. We cannot
conceive the idea of a welfarc State without considering the
welfare of the agriculturists which depends on the welfare of
the cattle population. Now the cattle population here in our
State is very big. Without the cattle population being in
prosperity our agriculturists cannot be cxpected to be pros
perons. Thercfore, if we want to have more food and more
agricultural produce, the first important thing which we should
do is to, pay utmost attention towards our cattle. Asis known
to the House, we are unfortunate that last year a heavy toll
of cattle was taken by rinderpest and other diseases, as was stated
by Shri Mohendra Mohan Choudhury. In one subdivision
about 1} lakhs of caltle died. In our Darrang district also about
a lakhs of cattle died lrom rinderpest. It is unprecedented
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in_the history of Assam that such a heavy toll of cattle was
taken by this fell disease and we could not prevent this catastro-
phe. Though we tried our best with the limited resources at our
disposal, still we could not save the annihilation of such a huge
number of cattle in our State. This should make us ponder
how in such future catastrophes how we can save our cattle.
One of the ditliculties, as was stated by Shri Choudhury is non-
availability of Serum in the State. Serum is not produced by the
Pathological Laboratories in our State and it has to be indented
11’0‘“ outside and reach by the time it is destinations in our
State the efliciency of the serum vanishes. Now  the question
is whether we should alwavs rely on the serum to be indented
from outside the Statc or we should do something for its pro-
duction here. I believe we can produce serum here in our
State, as we have produced goat vaccines. I understand that
goat vaccines are doing immense service. I am told by doctors
that  with periodical inoculation with goat vaccines we can
prevent rinderpest which is a fell disease. Therefore, my
suggestion to the Government is that we must device ways Emd
means by which we can produce serum in our own laboratories.
we want more food and mere crop, we must be able to save
our cattle population from annihilation and deaths. This cannot
¢ done unless and until we equip ourselves with all the modern
Methods of treatment to save our cattle population from the
Altack of such fell diseases. Tt is also said that our Veterinary
Personnel are very few and they are not available 1n the
tate, The Government should think whether they will wait till
guEp \"Cterinary College produces the required number of Vete-
TInary Assistant Surgeons and Ficld Assistants or will do some-
ﬂ}mg- We must increase the number of seats in the Vetermary
College for Veterinary Assistant Surgeons and also for Veterl-
aary  Field Assistants. It is one of my suggestions to the
Overnment and if we are short of the required number of veter1-
lslary Personnel we must think of bringing Veterinary Assistant
rgeons from outside preferably on contract service if necessary
lwllth higher initial pay. If the desired number is not availa-
e)net On contract services, then some way be brought on pe;‘crlnc';l;
that cadre of service. But at the same time we Sh?ucollege
in fu?ur boys who will come out sucecssful from out
ure may be provided.

b The next thing is that with a view to improve the ;g(;c’g
. reed we must increase the number of artlﬁCla.] 1115611’11If:)duc-
tientres. That will create a better cattle and help 1 %e p L
°n of milk which is one of the items of our food. 1h€P e
milk yield is very poor. Therefore we should try to improve
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local breed ecither by natural scivices or 13_\- artificial  insemi-
nation so that within a short spacc of time we may have
a better breed of cattle. _ _ ‘

Our Publicity Department should be organized with a view
to propagate in the villages by lantern lectures or by cinema
shows and by distribution of pamphlets how we can prcvcnt‘:m.d
treat simple diseases like foot and mouth, ctc. propaganda of this
nature will be very helpful to the people. This c(lucatlop CaR
be eflectively done by lantern lectures, pamphlets or cinema -
shows. Sir, in the matter of propaganda we are very back-
ward. Such propaganda or qclucatlon will greatly help in
reducing the cattle mortality. We should r‘llso take th‘c trouble
of propagating all this to our people. Congress Commitiecs
and other social welfare organisations can also educate our,
people how to grow fooder and what are ﬂ.w I_)r{mﬁt‘s of
stall feeding. This education is 1'(::1]]3:' very r}‘?fmt.l.n ]Il‘o‘ll the
purpose of improving our cattle ])OI)UI.C[,“,(-“;;, s 1s all aboyg
the Veterinary and Animal Husbandry side.

Now I would speak somcthing about the agriculture,

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, for lack of time g]]
good things that are being said by the hon. Mem_])cr will
to be cut short. He has already spoken for 14 minutes.

lhc
have

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : T wi] finish
the Veterinary side by simply saying that we must enquire into
the causes of the death of so many catile which comes to severg]
lakhs in our State, and there should be a Committee for that,
I have given notice of a short notice Resolution which will come
up for discussion during this Session. I have suggested that
resolution the appointment of a high power committec to devise
ways and means how to prevent such cattle catastrophes.

As regards agriculture, hon. I'riends have already oflereq
very valuable suggestions not only with regard to double crop-

ping but also with regard (o various other things, such as piscic-
ulture, pualtry farming, ctc. My Triends have spoken enough
about these things, Government have definite schemes for all
these but the question is whether we have been alble to work out
these schemes, Now i is for the Minister-in-charge to say
whether he has been able to harness the man-power at his
disposal in the execution of these schemes. We “have to see
whether every officer ranging from agriculture demonstrator

up to the Director his applied all his €nergy  power and ability
in the execution of his duties
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in order that these schemes may be successful. In this
respect many Members have expressed great doubt whether
we have been able to h:\rglc_ss all the man-power at our disposal
properly. The Hon’ble Mmister-in-charge will kindly seec whether
we have been able to put into action our district officers. Peo-
ple say that their services are not adequate or their services are
not available.  Whether in the matter of distribution of seeds,
or in the the matter of distribution of manure, our people are
very much dissatisfied. In our last District Congress Commit-
tee Meeting in persuance ol a letter from an Agriculture Minis-
ter, 1 asked the members what was the condition of the Ahu
seeds, did they germinate ? They said that most of the seeds did
not germinate. So this is a very serious thing. Before distribu-
tion we should properly examine whether the seeds are fertile,
whether they are  potent or whether they will germinate
or not. Then agun they said that these seeds were not
given in time. In some places they were given on the eve
of or during rainy scason when the time for broad-
casting ~ was  practically  over, and when there was
knee-deep water 1n the ficlds. Sir, 39 lakhs of rupees were
granted by this House in the last session of the Assembly for
the purpose of augmenting Ahu crop by utilising better seed
and manure. But, Sir, in spite of all these there has been a
failure of Ahu crop this year. What are the reasons? We
must face the hard facts and ponder how we can remove the
defects. We must admit our defects as well as try to re-
move them so that we may have an eflicient machinerv o serve
the people. We had a bumper Ahu crop last year in our
district. Previously cultivation of this crop was not so popular:
Last year the Ahu crop was very good and for that purpose
the people very much welcomed the scheme of Government
for distribution of Ahu seeds and manure. Sir, in our parts
Ahu crop was a total failure because there were pests—there
was a kind of rice bug or somecthing like that, so about 80
per cent of Ahu crop was completely damaged. Now. so
far as Sali crop is concerned, we could notk'get Fatn wited
at the proper time, the secdlings could not grow properly
and therefore, we cannot expect good sali crop this year.
Therefore, in our last District Congress Clommittee Mee}ings we
have passed a resolution that we fore see famine in futuré
and  scarcity condition is ahead of usso Government should
take steps to evade famine. And again, in Kalabari the 1ast
hailstorm devastated the entire crop. The people tried 1€
grew Ahu crop but Sali seedlings also grew at the $ame
time, that is why the people of the locality are now 1B @
desparate mood. Government has supplied about 800 maunds
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of paddy but that was consumed within a  week, Sir seeing
that of starvation is facing the people we have suggested
opening of cheap grain shops and fair price shops and
encouraging winter crop. We are very anxious Sir, that some-
thing must be done to save there people from tamine and
starvation.

Now Sir, during the devastation of crops by hailstorm,
the people are very much dissatisfied with the officers of the
Agriculture Department because these people did not turn up
to help the people. During last attach of Ahu crop by pest
they gave some powdes but they did not care to come and show
the people how to use it. These people of the Agriculture
Department have no contact with people nor with the M. L.As
nor with the Congress Organisation nor with any other orga-
nisations and do not come for helping the people at time when
their help is needed most. So Isay Sir, that the Agricul-
ture Department is suffering from lack of public co-operation.
Therefore, I would like to impress upon the Hon’ble I\'I_lms-
ter and the officers of the Agriculture Department to issue
directions to their officers is the district to keep z}]wayf; contract
with the people because a friend in need is a friend indeed.

Mr. SPEAKER : I would like to draw "the attention of
the House that to-day there was a Notice calling attention of
the House to discuss a matter of urgent public importance sct
for 2 p.M. standing in the name of Shri Mohi Kanta Das. I
would like to know from the House whether it could not be
postponed till another time.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (L.S.G. Minister) :
May T explain the position Sir? This noticc was given by hon.
Friend at the time when I was not posted with facts ; but after
I got this information I tried to bring the two parties together.
I am glad to inform the House that the strike has been disconti-
nued and in view of that, I think there is no need for the House
to discuss this motion,

Mr. SPEAKER : What is the opinion of the hon. Mem-

ber?
Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): I do not

like to pursue the matter Sir, if the strike has discontinued,

Mr. SPEAKER :There is another point on which I
would like to have the guidance of the House. This debate
is of paramount importance for our State and I find a large
umber of hon. Members are anxious to take part, so I would

like to know the desire of the House whether we should like
to continue this debate till tomorrow.
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(Voices from all sides of the House—Yes, Yes. That is
most welcome).

Shri RAMNATH SARMA (Lumding): wa® a0z,
a5 sty wAnd fa Gt sm wss sfEcy Oie fa v A9E
Yz =fa ldl (AT (STAS NFHA TSIFCR TN GNF TTS ATT @
Afdes @ e FmE wEiEia, FEitd 49 ar was @F RS
G oFd wfaes 1 A2 AT fTER 4@ gifitm @i 9 fEeis ore
S wfew clat o afa asfa =wes T A% |

M. SPEAKER : May 1 invite the attention of hon. Mem-
bers about their interrupting each others’ speeches? T cannot
do better than quotc what the Hon’ble Speaker of the House
of Commons said in this connection, “I would urge hon.Mem-
vers to refrain as much as possible  from interrupting ecach
others’ spceches, because 1 have frequently seen the smouldering
fires in an hon.Member's oratory as it were revived and stoked
up again by an interruption. Certainly, interruptions do
sometime make a specech more discursive than the hon. Member
who has the Floor intended it to be. A part from that, there
15 nothing within my power that I can do to help the hon.
Member”. In addition to that also it takes up the time of the
House as well as deprives many hon. Members from participating
I the discussions of the House.

Shri RAMNATH SARMA : wify cufaEia 9iced  afacaeirs]
MHT A TeE aiealvm wAGom | gzrer  o|ped e AT AFCE
wol qpiZfea wie paFitae OF Auty v fefgm | few wld d4E wife
sfa wtza figs fa wfdes 2 wiamifs arm THa F 74 AgFizee ooty |
ACAFICART  @eT F9019S JacA w9z wmE  afyey G e g
ATy | Afwe pawia gwd [y 1 o ThE Heart fail =ficz
RS IRN BIE (e B T R £ T e R atgz smatew Heart fail czeaz
I IR AT ARG AT e 9 aFme TAwy dHE Jgid I49
AT ah tzrg 3 9T w Arw wewm) wites i atfes oo, &N
TATIT RIGS AN BIeA AT e, frw cdfers orwial @asal
UTE 7 cseratTd @ e A% | 9Tl «f sagg AfEfEs 2T dfacg |
Ser FHlae cdta 3> A% AMA Lz oobm xq odts andim ARwEAE O
R Altafz {ow aqwr Afafzfea feas fora oive wiwtacs glad w1a0g |
T e Wz A9t A TanE efs afaetda w0 @iy 3w
Centra] Minister @itz (9% =3 <ify wigq 4wy A 617 8
It B facg 1 w@ift caz @3 cdicar, a1 sise w@lfe e GI@ital |
afGn @i «oaga w7 tEeg @ aift sty cr s
@Ets HAfagl | )

| aFE APl wife TECd Wit e 3 oafs atgd w1 9%
yfe fastaed wfaa <m0 atam coorere wifschln afe g e < TTIC



Gifgwsta edds wfet4a =37 4fa @3 | o2 =aca 73 e
@R 3 Yfmm @ AfEa S @ FEE AaEd g o
RS 7 Rale o A4FS 4T DamEm triea o fae 2a
VFA Iy cr@s AT AR 1 wmd w9 i mraie
YIFS TN PG BT 8 F oltg @ Alaw o e A cpgre— 4
AT cAfgns atgmw cifma ﬂi‘ﬁ‘ﬁf FA AT A g g
MBS cifer Aps S FANT FAWS = M2fn = vy wmw o
M oAt wfa Aba Tfe T GEE | 9T WA cotars, afemare wif 1
SHAR T Al (FOIATTT AATALIT FT AT R ottt stapaeg farealy
MBS 7117 73 At =777 wfEF G AT 2 | A7 T IR A 5A e gt Ry ey
fadiee aivoa At A7 AR ATA A A ME atw givgy oo
ANgem Ffaq Aq Wz dfaw A AT ST FiET g i Az |

—

ST FAeM clredfale 4z (vF AT b SR 2 TG | ay gy
A faekfta #AMEr maem A9z AT 92 (FAT TR WL g o
FRCAZ @@ s agg T R W6 FA GAF BT Bedter o J
A fcdn gz i AET AT WZFAR TR AD wqpetry g
I Aot frekdt w0l TR TEENT U wEam o

PiftEe) | oz wiard 72 el frs o, FEEE A areg adiem
TIT ST ¥4 bagdt w96 24 (4fas a1 TSRSl (28 wawan e

T FEE AN o iz famlww i GIEFTT At W cscfiEimg Siee
FAAB, wfme ow Atz fea A | 9P S ABT W@ @R wigr }
g @2 N.E.S.wm C.D. Block f#i%5 w7 w1, w0 nmy a4y
(TR T @ifr Algem i fEms  wlfE @ a CaE @, G fag e

AT PAA1 ) i A T BRI TS i g e
T FANG 8r g dfgw wF 449l fRe ar e TR T4 ‘i
oTait4 G.D. Block 11 N.E.S. Block Fales st Tifaete s 29 |
Frf:‘srt'»{ fffr’a?r Aot gt 9T craw pAFia O AR ez vz AT | |
N r Lest Reliel 1 oy i w1z 71z, ax 7 il 115 gt oy i I 4
NGERES -

e ]fa FRCA afPem qze, Ao s wwA AT Af | Sag seps
X 9% Fe gam 2

lhe oS 734 7T fra 4fFmm @ ST Mewmg g NG |
OIF[CT “Tofa: g3 A7z oae =wfars—To strengthen  the rural |
cconomy and to improve the method of agriculiure,

—m

l
f

t7 ST 1 S
A ToIFEACA CF ERA N M| Sum waw
arg TS TAF qEwa iz v AiE o9 gl FEAG “?@émafz;
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Shri 'MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur) :
M. SpPakCl': Sir, I rise to speak a few words on the food

squation of our State.

We have been facing this problem since the Second

orld War almost cronically not only in our State alone
Jut throughout the whole of India. This question has been
liscussed on the floor of the House times without number,
n various public meetings, we are forming various com-
pittee and we are submitting reports. By all these we
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are simply producing reports and lectures, but not produc-
ing food. Regarding this food problem the main hurdle
on the way is the prescnt_psyghology 0.1 our pcoplc. What
psychology are we creating in the minds of our people ?

e are not creating a psychology of food producation but
we arc creating a psychology of producing more reports and
holding more and more meetings to discuss the problem
without actually taking any concrete measures to implement
our decisions in those meetings. What we have seen in the
actual field, we have left the whole problem of food and
agriculture to our ignorant and illiterate brethren in (he
-villages who have not got any education, not cven secn a
school. Everyone who has had little bjt of lcarning, who
has gone to school has turned his back to the ficld. #pow
can we expect sclf sufficiency in a country where the entire
cducated community has left the plough and the field to
the illiterate and ignorant people ? We are criticising the
Government, we are criticising this, we are criticising  that
-and many other things. But will 2] these criticisms put
together will produce a morsel of food ? WAl sur Crvetns
ment be-in a position to produce more food by launching
a number of schemes and by appointing a number of oflicers ?
I -think it is not at all p0551b_le unless we change the psycho-
logy of our socicty. So, Sir, I do not only criticise the
Governm(?nt but the whele of intelligent section of the people.
In- the villages you will sce only old people are working in the
field; you will not find a single educated man there. This 1s
S0, not only in our State, but almost identical condition
prevails all over the country. We are making schemcs, we

are speaking much of the Community Projects, National
Extension Service Blocks and such other things. But every-
where we find these things are there only to provide some
employments to our young and cducated people who have
no practical experience of field work. These people have never
gone to. the field, then how can they be expected to give
better advice to the people who are though illiterate have

all along been working in the field ? Weo are talking on

the floor of the House about the modern method of culti-
vation, about the modern Implements, but these things
cannot be expected to reach the people in the field because
of their ignorance. So, Sir, our whole psychology must be
changed if we want to make our country self-sufficient ;
otherwisc it will be simpiy orying in the wilderness, it will
not be successful in giving the desired pegy]i.

Sir, several of my Freinds have dwelt upon this point, -
I theref,ore do not propose to g0 into the details. But one

—
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‘thing I must say that we the people of Assam should have

been ashamed to go begging food from other states. Of all

States [ have seen in India, Assam is the most favoured

State in respect of climatic condition for growing more food but

in spite of this we are today facing a deficit in food pro-

ducton, I am not speaking of the Hills, because the condi-

tions in the Hills are not so favourable for cultivation. But
as regards the plains people I must say that we cannot
expect self-sufliciency in the matter of food if we leave our
people steeped in such ignorance.  So, Sir, my point is to lay
suflicient siress on the change of the psychology of the people
We are all speaking here about growing more food, but in

fact, how many of us have really the experience of actual
field work ? Therefore, Sir, in my opinion if we are really
carnest (o bring about a state of self-sufliciency in respect of
our food, we must create a psychology among our people,
educate people mainly, to bring the educated section of our
people to the ficld, They must stop neglecting agriculture
any longer.

My mnext point is about the existing land tenure system.
Of course we are passing some laws in this respect but are
these laws able to help in solving the problem that we are fac-
ing to-day ?  We have here a Ceiling Act in force by virtue of
which one cannot keep more than 150 bighas of land. I feel
Sir, the ceiling should be fixed at a much lower level. I
have secn in many places some non-agriculturists have suffi-
cient lands but they do not cultivate, they are uot producing
any crops. Again among those also who cultivate, we see
several bighas of land lying fallow because they do not bring
all the lands under their possession under the plough, some
lands are lying fallow. Therefore I say lands should be taken
away by Government from the possession of such people ;
actual tillers should only have lands: those who do mnot
cultivate should have no land. The existing system of Patta
was introduced by the Britishers long-long ago and that
system now does not fit in the altered condition of the society.

We are speaking of intensive cultivation ; but these things
find mention only in meetings, but when we go to the field, what
do we see? Last year the Government allotted enough money
for Aus cultivation, but now can we really say that the money
spent actually is commensurate with the result achieved ? Does
the production compare favourably with the amount of money
expended over it ?
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In Cachar District I have seen that the cultivators culti-
vate two crops, thatis Aus and Sali crops in the same field.
But in the Assam Valley mostly all the fields are not under
Aus cultivation, practically all the fields are under Sali crops.
I think the Government, the people and also the leaders of
the people should try to exert their energy to see that all the
lands in the Assam Valley are cultivated with both Aus and
Sali crops ; in that case, 1 think, we shall be able to solve
to some extent our food problem. So, Sir, this matter should
receive proper attention of Government and the people,
specially the intelligent section of the people, should be properly
taught to take up to cultivation of both Aus and Sali crops
in. their fields, otherwise we shall not be able to produce
more food in our country. In this connection, Sir, I may
say that I have seen in the neéwspapers that the Chinese
Premier went to the villages and worked among the culti-
vators and thereby the pcople were greatly encouraged to
do their work, If we also in our country go to the fields
and stay in the villages and work amongst the villagers
there is no denying the fact that the people will be greatly
infused and there will be great impetus amongst our people
to carry on their cultivation successfully and thereby we
shall be able to increase our food production. It is no
use giving long speeches and lectures, all these things will
be .of no use, the most important thing is action and co-
operation and by our mixing and working among our
people in the villages our people will also be greatly
encouraged to do the work and produce the necessargr 100d.
Sir, “there is no time more at my disposal although I have
got many things more to say ; hence I conclude my speech.

- Maulavi ABUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR (Hailakandi) s
Mr. Speaker, Sir I have very attentively listened to the speeches
made by various hon. Members in the House, - The food

roblem is very important and it was also discussed  threadbare

in the last Budget Session. Sir, since the food problem is very -

important, utmost eflorts should be concerted to this subject
and at the same time this subject involves ‘many important
factors. For instance, many hon. Members who have spoken
on the subject have made mention about the question of land,
the question of cattle population and so on. Sir, these things
have impressed me very much and T feel that something
should be done but at the sametime the Agriculture Depart-

ment alone is not sufficient to do the job. * For example, -

regarding seeds, there may be Government farms and it is

expected ~that Government farms should supply all the
necessary seeds to the cultivators but it is unthinkable that-

£ 7Y
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every cultivator should be supplied seeds from the Government
farms. The Government farms are few and far between,
" therefore, it is not possiblc ol part of the Government farms
to supply seeds to all the cultivators. In this connection,
may suggest that there should be a proper department to
instruct and teach the cultivators to preserve their own seeds
and if this is done, there 15 every hope that food produCIiOIl
in our country will be increased. Therefore, 1 suggest that
there should be a proper department which will on the one
hand give all the necessary instructions and on the other hand
to teach the cultivators to preserve the seeds by themselves SO
that there will be less pressure on the Agriculture Department.
Sir. I can sav that there 1s no_ Government which can supply
sceds to all the cultivators, it 1s not possible to do so.

Next, Sir, I come to the question of land and so far land

uestion is concerned, steps have already been taken to see that
lands go to the tillers. Sir, from my personal experience [ have
(o submit that our food position does not deteriorate due
to want of land but it is due mainly to lack of proper atilisation
of land. Our present cultivators have got sufficient lands but
they have not yet made proper use of ‘their lands for cultiva-
tion. If proper utilisation of all available land is made, then I
think the food productien can to some extent be increased.

Now, Sir, I am coming to the question of ' manure.
The method of manuring have been tried by Govel-‘nment'fbl‘
a Jong time and I have marked that our people are not
yet accustomed to manuring their fields. Of course: there
are here ~and there a few plots for Japanese method of -
cultivation amd. for demonstration centres: where manure is
being used abundantly so that the people can be taught’
and enthused with the use of manure in their fields, -but
in this ‘:connection, I may say that our people are mot use '
to field scale manuring and therefore vast fields of paddy
cannot be manured by the people. Therefore, ‘the only way- t@
solve - this manure question is to teach the people the better
and improved methods of cultivation and teach them about the
utility of greensmanure in  their cultivation and by this way
I hope our food production will be increased. It is not '
possible to use manure in the vast fields.

Now, Sir, I come to the question of cattle population. The’
people to a great extent depend on their cattle for their cultiva="
tion. Unfortunately there has been heavy cattle mortality
not possible to say why this has been so. If the hecavy mortality
of the cattle is due torinderpest, I think the department - con
cerned may to a great extent be respons ble because. goat tissue
vaccine is prepared locally and inoculation can- be given G the
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cattle. Sir, I have not got the statistics of the different diseases

with me just now. Butif the death of most of {lu. cattle is

due to other discases like Anthrax, H, >, etc. then the ° ~

Department cannot be made fully responsible as we have no

vaccine or serum of ours for these diseases. But if the death

1s due to rinderpest then the Dcepartment is respousible 0 a

great extent. The Department is Improving as time gocs on.

So, if timely steps are taken then no epidemic can take such

a heavy toll of cattle population. The Department should have

been instructed to give more inoculation, as was done in the

past, to give the cattle Immunity for some time. | understand

that the Central Government has taken up giving some sort

of innoculation to give the cattle immunity for all time, at least

for some years. But we can give immunity for at least (wo or

three years if this is done efficiently and in that case so mucl -

cattle population cannot die in a year. }
These are the factors on which our cultivation mainly

depends. We have seen so long, as I have sald, Sir, that "long

and impassioned speeches were delivered in the last Budget

Session and also in the previous sessions. But I have seen that

those speeches were only of some academic utility and have

not affected the real cultivators. In our speeches we have not

gone to find out what is the real defect. Our long speeches

delivered in that manner very soon vanish into the air, into

thin air without any real benefit to the cultivators. 1 should

say our very approach to the problem is not correct, There

is some defect in it. We put pressure on the Minister so  that

he can put pressure on his Department and then the personnel

of this Department will go to the real cultivators o render

them the real help.  But the Minister cannot do very much

alone. Itis not an one man’s job. If we think that the Minister

is very much hampered, well, we are not less so. Sum of Rs. 250

is a b‘}g— salax:y for a poor man of the village. So to say that

the Minister is solely responsible for the problem is not quite

correct, We all are responsible in a way. He is only to direct his

machinery, but if the machinery is not good then the resulg

cannot be good. If we are to" maintain ourselves then we

must think SEI‘IOUS_IY as to how bhest we can enthuse our

cultivators to Culth.atC properly and grow more. Sir, T have

noticed _thﬁt our CUlth_atOI‘S are so comnservative that they do

not easily change thelr.OlC! method, T think it can he done

ifonly the Members of this Hoyse take the lead themselves

and go to the villages and approach the cultivators, form

committees and enthuse _them to change their_ mind and to take

up the correct methods in the matter of cultivation and oiher

things. We should first understand the defect in our approach )

R



and in the modus operandi and we should change our methods
of working also. [t serves no purposc if the hon, Members
simply come here to deliver speeches after some months and
then go away. We should also do our work locally and practi-
cally if we want to enthuse our cultivators and to get mOre
p;‘mluc:c‘ from them and also if we really want 1O help them.
Sir, it is not possible for me to deal with this subject with a
limited time at my disposal,  So, I should only suggest that
hon. Members would do well to think a bit more about the
approach that we have adopted in improving our food pro-
duction. It is admitted by everybody that it 1s the cultivators
who arc to improve the food production. S0, W€ should
divert our mind to the cultivators in order to cnthuse them
to work on proper lines and unless that is done this problem
will never be solved. Along with this it is the responsibility
of the Government to see that its machinery functions property
in the distribution of land, preservation ‘of cattle population
and so on if the problem is sought to be solved. I hope my
Friends here would take keen interest in the matter and not
only dcliver speech here but jump to the villages where our
real works lie and if we fail to do this we are really leading to
a crisis.

~ Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) :
Sir, I do not like to tax the patience of the Members of
the House by speaking very long. The astonishing thing 1S
that some responsible Members of the ruling party have
attacked the Administration which is the most jimportant
matter that attracts my attention. Generally in a democratic
country there is a ruling party behind it and that party is the
dictator and that party appoints Ministers for running the
administration and so those Ministers are resPonsible to 1_:he
party as well as to the proper running of the administrative
machinery. Any way, here we find some responsible Members
of the ruling party attacking the Ministers. his shows
that our democracy is not yet developing or blooming-

Another point is that some of the hon. Members -pg!n.te%
out that there is lack of co-operation from the other _Pc’htlca
partics. I want to know where that lack of co-operation fr?ln;
other political parties lies. Here the ruling party ! Vlteswa:lt
co-operation from other parties, but outside they 9, 80! there
it. Giving an instance I should like to mention S mile
was an Ambar Sarkha ceremony at a distaPC of (c)lnetheré
from my place, but our co-operation was pot invite .
Even I was not invited to the meecting.
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S0, in this way I can give hundreds of examples to show
that Government invites our co-operation here, but does not
seck it outside. Someone was blaming that our pecasant is
conservatives and so on, but the speeches T have heard are
contradictory. Same speakers said that the people were
enthusiastic ahout innoculation of cattle : if that ic s0. how
can they be called conservative ? No, T was surprised how
the ‘Members of the ruling party were making observations.

Now, Sir, the most distressing fact before us is that
there is food scarcity throughout the whole State. The ruling
party pledged to bring about a socialistic pattern of society
where there would be no difference between man and man,
where all will be happy, prosperous and equal in all spheres
social, political and cconomic. Well, Sir, one _decade has
passed by and I want to ask in which direction we are
going. I want to know from the ruling party whether we are
marching towards the land of plenty or the land of scarcity,
I want to say that such words as “‘socialistic pattern of society ™
“‘new democracy” and so on should not be uttered by those whq,
are in the helm of affairs. It is a stark-naked fact that the whole
State is going through an acute scarcity of food due to failure
of crop last year. I do not like to discuss what happened last
year. This year there was drought at the biginning of cultiva-
tion, due to very strong sunshine people could not come to
the field.” The land which was tilled once became so hard
due to strong sunshine that people could not proceed
further with the cultivation. This js one of the reasons for
failure of crop. Then, lakhs and millions of cattle died que to
rinderpest ‘and other diseases. T do not want to cite specific
examples, but I know of a man named Long Mili, Banariachag.
pari in""Majuli who had 180 buffaloes and all of them died.
But, Sir, our Government remain casual observers, There is no
medicine, no doctor. There i g Veterinary College, but still we
don’t get doctors. One Member held the view that we should not
blame the Government. Why? The Government are running the
administration and they are taking money in the shape of grants
and supplementary demands and it is they who have failed to
remedy this state of affairs. Sir, the most immediate problem
before us 1s to save lakhs of people who are roaming from

lJace to place in search of food. I have seen people begging
Fom door to door, whole familics wir children at " their hocl
In the face of all tl_llS,_I want to ask the ruling party what sort
of administration it is, whether we are progressing towards
a socialistic pattern of society or towards a State full of
scarcity.

by

-
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Then, Sir, ours is an agricultural country. After
independence the most important task before us was
to carry out land reforms. We could not do anything
under a foreign regime and that is why we fought against it.
But after independence, the most important thing for us to do
was land reform. Ceiling Act has not yet been implemented,
even in the Act itself there are loopholes by which a man can
resume a bhig area of land. 'Then the debuttar, dharmattar and
similar lands are not touched by the Ceiling Act. I would ask
the Government to implement the Ceiling Act immediately and
all cultivable land wherever found should be thrown open for
cultivation.  Vast stretches of land are lying under grants
which is now cultivated by tea garden labourers. Cultiva-
tng land with tca garden Jabourers results in loss of produc-
tion as the land which should produce 25 maunds per acre
produces only 6 or 10 maunds when cultivated by tea garden
labourers. Morcover, I want to know whether the Goverment
gave licences to tea estates for cultivation of paddy or for
plantation of tea. This should be clarified by Government.

. Then, Sir, so far as T know many grants are lying full of
Jungles. These should be imn'ledi;ltely requisitioned and distri-
buted to the landless people. Similarly, the forest reserves,
where there are no valuable trees but only creeper like jungles,
should be thrown open for cultivation. For instance, in Diroi
reserve, Satimari Pathar, Batua Pathar and similar Pathars
of the reserves may be thrown open. Then, Sir, there are
vast grazing reserves containing low-lying land. These low-
1y_1ng lands should be thrown open for cultivation and
distributed amongst landless people and small peasants.

. Then, Sir, some help must be given to the peasants. For
nstance, where their cattle are dying by thousands, adequate
amount of cattle loan should be  granted. When our Chief
Minister visited Sibsagar, the people demanded eight lakhs of
rupees as cattle loan, but they were given only Rs.50,000.
Now, the people are shedding tears for want of money. ToO
whom will the people look for money except Government ?
Certainly, T do not desire that they should go to any money-
lender or contractor. In China the procedure for granting
loans is very simple and prompt, I have read 10 ;‘he
Delegation’s Report that it takes only two or three days Ior
the peasants to ‘get the loan, but here we see that if a petition
is made for loan it will take years and years. Even petitions
are sometimes lost ! _
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Shri LILA KANTA BARAH (Kaliabar): May we have
an idea how this is distributed in China ?

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):
I advice the hon. Member to read the report of the Indian
Delegation to China. Then, Sir, all the production is purchased
by Government. There are three blood-suckers in this country
viz., the money-lenders, the wholesale 11‘a(l<-rs_ and the big land-
lords. The money lenders take money from big Banks and Jeng
money to the villagers. So there are wholesaln. traders. When
there is scarcity, at a very high price they sell things to the people
who are needy. There are landlords also and they arc reaping
the lion’s share of the harvest. So, Sir, those persons who are
blood suckers should be eliminated and Government shoyld
come forward to take the marketable goods from the peasanig
so that our peasants may derive benefit from their produce.

In China even ploughs are supplied to the people by the
Government. So Sir, in order to save the society and to save
the country from utter ruin, I think Government should see
that the foad scarcity is removed in no time. Qur people  will
not sit tight and our people will not wait for Government and
when they will be hungry and panicky they will come forward tq
crush the] ruling party and to crush the Government.

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakgani) Mr.
Speaker, Sir, the food problem has become a burning question
of the day for the last few years. The most principal and chief
object of an independent country is to provide and assure food.
ing and clothing to the people. If we have not been able to do it,
our independence is nothing but a mockery and privileges to
some sections  only. =

Sir, if the production of cereals cannot be increased, we
shall have to face a situation beyond our imagination. The
success of agriculture is the main thing to solve the problem of
our country. We all know that Republic of India is the largest,
the richest and the most prosperous nation in the world. She is
one of the leading agricultural countires in the world and one
of the biggest sources of her wealth is its produce from land.
Agriculture plays the most vital role in our country. It is the
basic industry of our country. Cereals are the most important
items of agricultural produce being grown on 60 per cent of the
cropped area. All these being the facts, Sir, the people of
" . The defects of inl; 2 nals
Tndia are to face food problem : sol Indian ag: icul
ture become evident when the vyield of most crops in India is

-
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compared to that of foreign countries. The average yield of
agricultural produce in our country is comparatively poor
in the world. Sir, one of the major objects of the Five Year
Plan is to make India self-sufficient in food-stuff. But, Sir, long
11 years passed after independence, we have not been able to
tone up our agriculture in our country though the people have
become more diligent and labourious. No doubt, Sir, the cli-
matic condition of our country has become fickle and gone beyo-
nd control and this agriculture has become a gambling as we
Indian agriculturists solely depend on climatic conditicns. Besides
this, T must say that the Agriculture Department do not come
to the help in proper time to the people. That chapter has
been discussed and criticised on many occasions,

In this connection I would like to say somthing about
irrigation. Many of my hon. Friends have spoken very
high of irrigation. DBut, Sir, 1 would like to cite an instance
from my own place. Since 1952 our people of the locality moved
Government for an irrigation project (Doong) namely Otar Ten-
ganmari under P. S. Golakganj in the district of Goalpara an
that place had been visited by our Congress President,
Shri Mohendra Mohan Choudhury when he was Agriculture
Minister. He hishly appreciated that project and  many officers
and also hich officials of the Government have visited the place.
But alas ! that project has not vet been taken up by the
Government. There was another project of Embankment at
Purni and Patamari village. Shri Siddhinath Sarma when
he was Public Works Department and Embankment an
Drainage Minister visited that arca in November, 1957 and
assured the public on the spot that the portion of the Embank-
ment from Golakganj to Patamarti of 5 miles length only woul
be constructed in the same year 1957. Alas ! that project has also
not been taken up by Government asyet. 1 do notsee any
reason why that projcet has not been taken up by Government
and if that project is taken up it may give food Lo the people
of the said locality without any difficulty. Some of our ok cers
say, “No, No, that project cannot be taken up because 1t
may affect Pakistan as it is just on the other bank of the river
Gangodhor.” I do not know if our officers should think for
Pakistan at the cost of us. 1
) Sir, crossing so much hurdle, whatever quantity of ce::cztos
is produced and received by the p(’)or aoricatlurist it alls ntlhe
grip of the Mahajans (capitalists) and “is controllé by very
Mahajans. This year, we all know that paddy h2S b?é] has
badly and greatly affected by rice bugs and the Padcy =
turned to ‘Patan’. °
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The Mahajans did not hesitate to pUl’Ch?Se.even this ‘patan’

at the rate of 2} annas per maund in our district of Goalpara ,
and the motive for purchasing this ‘patan’ can well be imagined!
I referred the matter to the Deputy Cor{lmlssioner and I also
personally talked to the Deputy Commissioner about this, 1
requested him to put a stop to it; but our Deputy Commissioner
replied that he cannot do it because free trade is (he fundamey-
tal right of €very citizen in our country allO\YeC} by the Clonstity-
tion. Thus, Sir, the miscreants escape committing crimes in oyr
society. In my opinion, Sir, we should be up and doing. W
all educated persons should take to agriculture ersonally. Many
of my Friends have spoken that the cducated persons do not
ike to take to agriculture. We all know, Sir, what is the status of
our people—the agriculturists. Most of them who arc uncducat-
ed and have 8ot no status in society are the agriculturists. We do
not like to regard the agriculturists as our equals. In my OpInion,
ir, even among the different Government epartments I think,
the status of the Agriculture Department is the lowest. How
can we expect good results from it ? So, I request the hon,
Members of thjg House, who are themselveg landlords or whe

have their owp lands, ‘to go personally to the field and do
agricultural work,

and, I can definitely say that jf they person-
ally go to the field 1 i

o U . it will revive the spirit of the agriculturists
and it will bring good results.

. Another Point, Sir, js that we should nationalise all sources
of tooding ang clothing, If the rice mills are not nationalised,
then more Produci;

h oo hetion  of food will not solve the problem. We
?‘Xﬁh natlonallsed the bus routes and many other sqch thmgs
V:;ciet an;,) o Primarily essential things for our daily life to our
iloth )l,'I’lill Ut we haye not nationlised the rice mills anﬁ the
.S etc, : r fO son. we

can natlo’naliSe’ b?Sldes all endeavours for producti

X rice mills, I believe it will help to solve this
problem. Wi, these few words, I conclude my speech.

J. J. M. NiGHOLS.ROY [Cherrapunii (R d
. - punji (Reserve
for Scheduleq Tribes)] : Mr. Speaker Sir, we ';re discussing
. 01 in this State, Many hon. Members have spo-
k?n th‘gr OWn ideas 5 out the reasons why there has been scar-
city and even haye SXpressed their own views as to how the scar-
city can be solveq, I

o need only to speak a few words, Sir, concer-
ning the conditiong o

. f my district. Here in the Khasi and Jaintia
Hills also there is scarc; : I
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have been closed, our people would not have suffered so much.
But now the sufferings of the people on account of scarcity of
food is growing from bad to worse. I find the people in the border
areas feel very very dissatisfied. They do not know what to do.
Sometimes they say that Government did not care for them.
Sometime some one says, “‘What is the use to be here, we better
join Pakistan’. But I said, you cannot join Pakistan. There
you would be worse, but we will try to make the Government
et If the Government acts properly, the people would not
suffer. Sir, some report came to me about deaths from starva-
tion. I spoke to some officers about this and one responsible
officer said, “I made an ivestigation that the person did not die
of starvation”. T told him, “But I was told at least one person
died of starvation as she did not get food, she ate jungles leaves™.
He said then that she died because she ate some poisonous leaves.
That was the reason why she died. The question arosc, ‘Why did
she have to cat those poisonous leaves’’ ? She ate poisonous leaves
because she could not get food and she was forced to eat some
jungle leaves which produced dysentry and diarrhoea which
ultimately killed her. We say, that is death from starvation,
when the people did not get the food they want. Now, people
come to me almost everyday from the border areas and sai
“What shall we do, we have no food, we have petitioned Govern-
ment, we have sent letters to the Deputy Clommissioner and those
letters are remaining there in the Deputy Clommissioner’s office
and no action is being taken.”” That, Sir, is the trouble. Ido
not blame the Heads of Departments but 1 say, Sir, that there 1s
a.posmbllity of eliminating this delay. There must be first of all,
Sir, a fecling just as the father would feel for his children wl}cn
thpy are in distress. That feeling is wanting. Where it is wanting
this may be examined by everyone in his heart from the Ministers
doyvn to the officers. When a petition comes, that can dbe
gﬁfiﬂ (;I}&?uge}f minutes only, it is left till tomorrow ordth:O;g:
e (ﬂ' e it goes on being delayed, and delayed an o doTe

es this delay goes on to weeks and months and nothing le who
and sometime the petition itself get lost. Many of the P€OD 2
come from the border arcas say, “We are in great difficulty, our
children will die because we ﬂ;we nothing to gLve them;g_]?]‘;
s, Bl v sy o L
fnished” . Th g Oﬂl y jack fruits, but now Jﬁcecl overnment
to oive Us e people go on to say, “We 2 thing which can
0 give us grants so that we can plant some! lent what shall
bring fogd in a short time, but Governm = ee "Tust yester-
we do ?”. These, Sir, are the troubles of the P cob aigout certain
day I telephoned to the Deputy Commissi© r

ent 15



186 MOTIONS [21sT Aua.

matters, he told me that though he had worked the whole dav
and at the end of the day, he felt himself worn out vet he felt as
-it had not done anything. I replied to him and said, I pity vou,
I realise your trouble and your difficulties, you are full of work,
you have so many dllt““"s to do the duties which ought to be done
by three officers are being done by one officer. Therefore the
works are not properly done. So “much work the Deputy Com-
missioner has to do now-a-days that it is impossible for one
man to cope with the work. "The other day I telephioned  to
the Deputy Commissioner to remind him about one case.
He told me he remembered the case and that he had passed
the orders. T told him that he might have passed the orders,
but the difficulty i< that it might get stuck somewhere at the
lower level, and so the work is delayed and is not done. There
lies the danger. Sir, everywhere there is delay. This delay is
ruining the people and some day this delay will ruin the whole
country. ‘The people do not get the seeds at the time of sowing—
there is delay on the part of the Government to make available
the seeds to the growers in time. 1 had a talk with the District
Agricultural Officer the other duy. He told me, “What can
I do? Ihave not got the money to purchase the seed.
Though I have written again and again the monecyis not
coming. I cannot buy the seed potato to be distributed to the
agriculturists ?*> That is the position, Sir ! Once I went to
Pynursla. There I met three men who were employed by the
Agriculture  Department to distribute seceds to the growers

On my query, they told me—*What can we do ? For the
last threec months we have not got our pay. We are poor Demon-
strators ; how can we live without pay for the last three
months ?°  Here again you see the delay. Itis not because
of the lack of good motive on the part of the Demonsirators. I
think they have good motive to do good to the people. There
is a great lack of the feeling of responsibility. So there is delay
and delay. That is the trouble. This is the sin of administra-
tion in the Tribal Areas Department, I was told that some
people get lhe seced from the Government, the seeds supplied
did not germinate. The seeds are purchased from the market
and so none can be sure whether it wiil grow. The result is
that some poor cultivators are often made to suffer more
severely. They IOS_e’thcir crop and they have to pass their lives

in a starving condmon._ This is the present condition, Sir,

These things can be eliminated if there is a drive and push

from the top. The Head of the Department has to see that

the orders pas§ec1 arc actually implemented ~in time, and T

hope the Agriculture Department will look in the matter very

quickly. The delay n giving money to the District officers
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in this district is one of the causes of the troubles brought upon

border people. [ understand that it is the Tribal Areas Depart-
ment which causes delay.

Sir, in last March a committee, named the Border Areas
Clommittee was formed. That Committee went to take evidence
from the people living in difterent parts of the Border area of the
Khasi and Jaintia Hills. T was a member of that Committee. We
visitedd Balat area. There people told us that they had land for
cultivation, and if they got irrigation facilities they could
produce crops. Further they told that they had not got plough-
cattle, since these have been stolen by the Pakistanis, and as
they had no money they could not purchase the cattle.
Moreover they could not sell the oranges they produced, because
it was too costly to take to the markets in Shillong or Gauhatt,
Millions of oranges were lelt to rot and the people lost tremen-
dously. Government gave some subsidy in the matter of transport,
but that did not cover the transport cost upto Shillong, and they
had to lose. On hearing all those things, we decided in the
Committee that the Deputy Commissioner should see that the
people were helped. That was the only cash crop—I1 mean
the orange they grew, and if they lost it, they suffered for the
whole year. The Deputy Commissioner was asked to investi-
gate as to who are the people who had suftered and to give
them mnecessary help. But, Sir, up till now nothing has been
done and no money has been sanctioned ! What can the poor
D(?PUW QOtlll}lissir)ner do ? He has no time to attend to these
things. He is too much busy with other works. We have seen

sometimes the Deputy Commissioner cannot even concentrate
had

on a dlscusm.on in a Committee, because hardly he
attended to it for a few minutes when a telephone call will
come from somewhere and he sometimes had to go away

So there must be a distribution

from the Committee meeting.
who should be

of the duties. There must be one Officer

specially appointed to look after these works connected especially
w.lth the sutlering people of the Border area and he must be
given powers to take necessary decision and implement itz. The
Committee recommended to the Government about the appot-

ment of such an officer, but nothing has yet been done.

snister, Tri]:.)al
- Ai‘eas)a For the information of the hon. Member I néajgcljl;i
fOrI}l him that steps have already been taken to appoint a op
Officer to look after the care of distress of the Border areas.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (M
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Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: Who is that Officer ? When has
he been appointed ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas): We have taken action to appoint an Officer of the
rank of an E. A. C. for the purpose.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : After four months you
have only taken a decision to appoint ? Who is that Officer ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : As a matter of fact,
Sir, even now we have one Sub-Deputy Collector
exclusively for this work, and now we have taken a decision to
appoint an E.A.C,

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: T shall be glad if that
is done, but there has been a long delay, and it appears
that even now no one has been appointed yet, Delay ! delay !
Even a Sub-Deputy Collector is now in exclusive charge
of such work as far as I know. It is found things do not move.
Orders are passed but they are not implemented. or even if
they are implemented they are not done in time. The
Minister passes orders, he does not take the trouble to see
whether they are 1r{1plemeqted. That is the position now-a-days.
Unless that officer is appointed and he actually goes inio the
interior to look into the distressed condition of the people and
unless he gives necessary relief, the condition will not be
improved. We must see that work is actually done. If people

are suffering and if they do not get th le.
what is the use of such talks ? g ¢ help in time then

Capt. WILLIAMSON’ A. SANGMA : 1 want to know
from the hon. Member, Sir, whether he actually visited the
areas, or he got the reports from some people ?

Rev. J. J- M. NICHOLS-ROY : I am speaking of
those people who are actually suffering whom I know.
I am a person of the Border area. I know their condition,
I visited 'thCl.n- ‘The people Of: those areas also come to tell
me of their distresses. The Mlpist’er seems to think of the
whole country, he cannot consider about a particular area
though the people of that area are suffering. Did he go to those
areas himself ? Now the food situation is very bad, Sir. There
are fair price shops, but these shops also should be supervised
There are officers who are above reproach, who can be depended
upon but there are officers who are subject to corruption ;

-

ot e
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specially some officers in the lower ranks in the Supply Depart-
ment. Something should be done so that this sort o{Pcorruption
among officers can be rooted out ; otherwise you will see
the face of the country at the surface very fine like the top of
4 beautiful tree the root of which is being eaten by insects
gradually. Such a tree is likely to tumble down at any moment.
So also unless the corruption is rooted out at the bottom, the
country cannot be expected to thrive and prosper. Therefore
the bottom should be based on a sound foundation. I, therefore,
plead that help should be given to such people who really need
it. Sir, our people are really industrious; they work hard
But when they are really in distress, necessary help should be
given to them. The other day when  some Khasi people
approached my Friend, the Minister for Tribal Areas, he drove
them out.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas Department): I would like to clarify the position, Sir.
Thosc people referved to by the hon. Member came to my
Bungalow asking for food. I wanted to give them ration for the
day and asked them to go to Barabazaar to purchase the ration
they need, and in the meantime, I told them that I would
try to secure some jobs for them. But they said that they did
not want work but rupees one thousand each in cash in hand.

Rev. J.J.M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribe)]: They might have said so, Sir,
becaus: temporary jobs, some tiest relief work, will not carry
them throughout the whole year, they will not be able to tide
over their difficulties by such temporary jobs for any length of
time. They wanted money to enable them to do cultiva-
tion work to give them food for the whole year and to fee
them while working for cultivation. The impression created
by the Hon. Minister, Tribal Arcas Department is that the
people did not want to work. There is a great deal of lack o
sympathy and understanding of the condition of the people.

(Disturbance)

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order, let the hon. Member
finish his speech first. ' '

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS.ROY. Sir, I said all %
things not with a view to blame the Government, but VYHI:
I mean to say is that the people are really 1n distress,t tez
are really suffering. These people come to the Mimis
in great difficulty, and I am only very sorty for the Person
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who failed to appreciate the feeling of distressed people.
The Hon. Minister, if he is at all a man of the people,
should be able tc appreciate the miserics of the people.  He
should have been able to tell these people just like one of their
own, “Well, what can I do for you’’. But, Sir, some people
has the habit of feeling, as soon as they risc to a higher status,
to the position of a Minister, like a great imperialist.  (Laughter)
These people do not like to go down to the peor men, they
do not like to mix up with the ordinary men. That is the
condition in our country to-day. But if a country is to grow on
a socialistic pattern, all the peope high and low, specially those
holding higher positions, should feel like brothers. If we do
not have that feeling, then this country is heading definitely
not towards a socialistic pattern but somewhere clse.

(Voices—Where ? To Heaven ? )

Heaven or Hell, somewhere (laughter).

Sir, there are a lot of petitions pending to-day in the oflice
of the Deputy Commissioner about plough bullocks. I hope
the Government will ask the Deputy Commissioner to look into
these applications. These petitions have bee: pending in the
office of the Deputy Commissioner from a very long time but
they arc still not attended to. Then zlgairi, Sir, there are
certain places where there is real need of irrigation. Irrigation
facilities should be made available (o the people of those places.
In some other places, again, there is need for drainage of somce
marshy lands, and these lands should be drained. These
people 1n Fhe border are really suffering very much for want of
these facilities. The whole country knows that these border
people have been subjected 1o untold sufferings. Some of them
are living on jungle roots. Some of thesc people came here for
help. But when they applied for help to the Minister, they
were asked why did they come to me and not (o the Deputy
Commissioner.  Sir, these poor people are absolutely innocent
of any political motive. They do not know anybody hcre.
They know me only_ because I happen tomove about among
them as one of their own kith and kin. It is only because of

this familiarity, they came to me for help and advice. When

they came to me I sent them to the Deputy Commissioner or to

the Minister. But because they came to me, some political
motive was attributed to them that they are moved by some
one to causc trouble to G-ovc?rnment. 1 assure you, Sir, nothing
is far from truth than imputing such motives to thesc poor and
ignorant suflering people. 1 was myself a Minister tor four
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terms. But at no time did I ask anybody whether he was
associated with this political party or that political party,
whether he voted in my favour during the clection or in some
body e¢les’s favour. ‘This kind of fechng never at any moment
arose in me. Because I know fully well, Sir, nothing 1s more
injurious to the cause of these suffering people  than this tvpe of
partisan spirit. When people arc suffering it should be our
duty to help them, and no party fecling should be allowed to
have its play in this noble task of’ helping the distressed people.
Because he belongs to the party of my Friend, Shri Hareswar.
Goswami, therefore Government should not help him, but
because this man belongs to the party of my Friend, Shri Mohen-
dra Mohon Chaudhury, who 1is a (longressman, therefore he
should be given all help. That kind of thinking is detrimental
to the society. When our Friend, the Gongress President of
the A.I.C.C. ¢ame here last time, hc¢ gave us, I should say,
a good scrmon. He said, “Our policy is to reach or help the
last man’”. Thatis a very good policy. That is the policy of
t}lc Congress. But such a policy goes counter to such expres-
sion, “Well, if you join the Congress, you will get all help, all
things, otherwise not’’.  Well, when one is clevated to a position
of  responsibility, to the position of Ministership, he 1s
responsible to every one regardless of party associat on. That
should be the policy swhich will build up the country we live 1n.
If you go the other way round, well, then may God help you.
Sir, I am prompted to utter these words only because of the fact
that profession and practice these days do not go side by side.
That is why I once again request the Government, specially
the Agricultural Depa:tment and the Supply Department and
the Loan Department of the Government to see that these really
distressed pcople are helped. T was very much touched by the
deplorable condition of these pecople (men, women and
children) when they came to Shillong. They did not come all
at once as soon as they found in difficult position. They waited
for months and months together to receive help from Govern-
ment, after that they had sent their petitions, but it was when
thc:lr position became intolerable that they came all the way to
Shillong.

Mr. SPEAKER : Time for the day is over now.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes) :  Sir, may I be allowed to resume
my speech tomorrow. ? I shall be very brief and shall come

in time.
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, I cannot commit myself,

because the hon. Member has alrcady exceeded his time limit,
he has spoken for 24 minutes.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 9 Ag M. on Friday, the
22nd August 1958.

Shillong : R. N. BARUA,
Secretary, Assam Legislative
The 13th Iebruary, 1960, Assembly.
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