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Proceedings of the Third Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the Second General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 10 A.m. on Monday, the 28th April, 1958.

PRESENT

Shri Dev Kanta Barooah, B.A. LL.B., Speaker in the Chair,
the nine Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers and eighty-one

Members.
Oath of Allegiance

The following Member was sworn in:—

1. Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

-(To which oral answers were given)

Benefit of officers and employees of the Co-operative
Department by the recommendations of the last
Pay Commitiee

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) asked :
£913. Will the Minister-in-charge of Co-operative be pleased

to state—
(a) Why the officers and employees of the Co-opera-

tive Department have not been benefited by the
recommendations of the last Pay Committee *

(b) Whether Government propose to extend the
benefit of the last Pay Committee to them ?

(c) If so, when ?
(d) If not, why ?
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY  (Minister,
Co-operative) replied :

213. (a)—Except the Assistant Registrar and Non-Graduate
Deputy Co-operative Officers and Assistant Coo-operative Officers
all officers have got the benefit of the revised pay scales. The
case of Chief Auditor and Clo-operative Education Officers which
was not previously considered by the Pay Committee is now
under consideration.

(b)-—Does not arise.
(c) & (d)-—Do not arise.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDO}.OI (Titabar) : What is the

re r excluding these officers !

aSOﬁLfO MOINUgL HAQUE CHOUDI-_IURY (Minister,
Co-operative) : So far as the Assistant Registrar is concerned,
his proposed revised pay scale has a(vu}ally derogated his position,
Therefore, the Department has referred this matter to the
Finance Department. With regard to non-graduate A. C. Os.
and D. G. Os., they were not given any new pay scales.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI: What is the reason for
excluding the non-graduates and other D. C. Os. and A, C. Os. ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : - It is known only
to the Pay Committee.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): May I know
whether their cases are going to be considered by Government ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I myself very
much want them to be considered. =

Shri HARESWAR GOSWANMNI (Rampur): Was the
case of the Assistant Registrar placed before the Pay Committee?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Yes, Sir.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: What is the reason for
the Pay Commitiee bringing down the pay scale of the Assistant
Registrar ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: The pay scale
has been brought down in this way: the original scale was
Rs.200-—25— 600 and the revised pay scale is Rs.200—20—
400—25— 600. Therefore, his lot has not been improved -
rather his position has been derogated, :

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: What are the reasons ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I do not know
the reasons ; they are not apparent in the report.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Has this case been
placed before the Government for consideration ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Yes, the matteris
nowin the Finance Department,
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Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY [North Fakhimpur
(Reserved for Schednled Tribes)|: @it i (i faeiest
Pay Committee 4 Recommendation € Benefit c4ifi a2 oifa Al ?

Mr. SPEAKER : That will not arise out of this question?

Shri . SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): The
Finance Minister has assurcd that any cases of anomalies if
brought to the notice of the Government will be considered.
May I know whether and when this case will be considered ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY (Minister,
Co-operative): The Clo-operative Department considered that
these were cases of anomalies and hence they went to the
Finance Department where they are under scrutiny.

Establishment (of Jute, Paper Pulp and Silk Spinning
Mill in the State

Shri RAMNATH SARMA (Lumding) asked :

%914, Will the Minister-in-charge of Major Industries
Departnicnt be pleased to state—
(a) What is the progress made so far in establishing
: Jute, Paper Pulp and Silk Spinning Mill in the

State ?

(b) - Whether any handicap was faced by Government
while establishing these Mills ?

(¢) If so, what steps Government have taken to over-
come the same ?

(d) Whether these Mills will be completed or will
start functioning by the end of 2nd Five-Year

Plan period ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Industries) replied :
214. (a)--Regarding Jute Mill—

(i) Heads of agreement for Siate assistance
in the form of loan of Rs.28'5 lakhs for a Jute Mill at
Amingaon to Messts Assam Jute Mill, Ltd., have been settled
and an agreement with the party would have been exe-
cuted wvery soon. B}lt the party has raised some points
about the pel‘it)cl_oi repayment and the matter is under
correspondence with the party, The party has secured neces-
sary licenscs and made arrangements for obtaining land.
The machineries for the Jute mill have also heen arranged
from an existing Mill at Calcutta and would be obtaine
after execution of the agreement,
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(/) Regarding Paper Pulp Mill and Spun Silk
Mill, the attention of the hon, Member is drawn to replies
to question No.208 by Shri R. N. Sarma, M.L.A., and other
supplementary questions arising therefrom on 15th March
1958. It is presumed that hon. Member means “Spun Silk
Mill** by “Silk Spinning Mill”,

(b)—Except for the usual delay entailed in securing
the consent of all parties concerned on terms and condi-
tions of the relevant agreements, leases, etc., no special
handicap has been faced.

(¢)—Does not arise.

(d)—It is expected that the Jute Mill would go
into production by the end of 1959, the Paper Pulp Mill
by 1962 and the Spun Silk Mill by 1960.

Shri RAMNATH SARMA (Lumding): May I know
whether the Government has finalised the contract with the
party who are to establish the jute mill and if not, why not ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Industries): Practically all the terms have been
finalised except one point, which has been mentioned, viz.,
the clause of repayment. As soon as this is finalised the agree-
ment will be signed.

Shri RAMNATH SARMA : As regards the paper pulp
mill, has Government finalised the site and, if not, when will it
be finalised ? :

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: There has
been some difficulty in coming to an agreement because the
company proposed certain terms which were not acceptable to
the Government. The situation has not changed since then and,
therefore, the question of actual selection of site has not arisen
as yet.

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADH K
What is Ehe place where the jute mill will bﬂal()gs(;ll:c{‘%anj)

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Amingaon,
0 Shei BHUBAN GHAND

Shri RA PRAD : i
fact that the Dhubri subdivision is the bigﬁglj.uti;rgdﬁzgng
gt‘ea a?nd the Dhubri market is the biggest jute market in the

tate !

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: The hon.
Member may be right, but the point is the site to be selected
by a private party because this jute mill is in the private sector.
Therefore, it is not for the Government to dictate.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): May I
know who are the partners of the Assam Jute Mill, Ltd. ?

. ¥
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.Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Industries): I will require notice, Sir.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Is ita fact
that the jute mill which will be installed at Amingaon will be
an old mill ?
~ Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: That is
included in the answer.

Shri RAMNATH SARMA (Lumding) : If the terms and
conditions of the paper pulp mill cannot be agreed upon by the
Government, then what will be the fate of the installation of the
mill itself ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: In course
of discussion of the budget with regard to Major Industries,
I pointed out that there were other offers also. So, we hope,
either the paper mill or the paper pulp mill whichever has
been finalised would come into being.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): How old is
the mill that will be shifted from Calcutta ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: That mill
has been running not for too long a period. When the contract
is finalised, the valuation will be made by experts and on the
basis of that valuation the matter would be decided. - :

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Whether this mill will
not be a very old one compared with other Ir_lil]s ?

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the actual period fo
has been operating ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: So far as the
profit side of this mill is concerned, we are informed that it was

earning a fairly good profit. o

Mr. SPEAKER : What the Hon’ble Minister means to
say is that it is an old mill but not a very old mill, (Laughter).

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Are Govern-
ment aware that Kharupatia is a big jute growing area ? :

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Yes, it is a
very good jute growing area.

Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUA (Amguri):
Whether any new machinery is not available for Assam ¥

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: That is why
we have been forced to accept idea of a second-hand mill.

Shri RAMNATH SARMA : May I know the name of the
party who will finally instal the jute mill ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: The Assam
Jute Mill, Lid. i :

Shri RAMNATH SARMA : Whether any firm is OPEratifig
¢he mill in the name of this party ?

r which it
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
The Assam Jute Mill, Ltd., is the Company that have been
registered and they are actually operating the Mill. But the
company owned by Mr. Shanti Prasad Jain known as Sahu
Jain & Co. are taking interest in this company.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is what the hon. Member wanted
to know. - -

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Is there any
condition in the contract or agreement that the parts will be
replaced if necessary ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Industries): We hope that it would be in the
interest of the party itself gradually to modernise the mill.
. Shri RAMNATH SARMA (Lumding) : As regards paper
pulp mill, if Government cannot agree with the terms and
conditions given by the company with whom they are now in
correspondencs, will they select another party very soon ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: No, some
time would have to lapse before you can expect to have results
in this matier.

Shri GOURISHANKAR ROY (Katlicherra): Is ita
fact that the Forest Utilisation Officer had a tour in the district
of Cachar in the forest arcas and suggested the possibility of
starting a Paper Pulp Mill there to utilize the forest produce ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: So far as
bamboo is congcrned, we know that the Mizo Hills district has
quite a lot of it and therefore it is quite pcssible to have a

paper pulp mill there. But the difficulty is with regard to
coal. : Coal is not available there, it has to be carried from
outside.

Shri NURUL ISLAM (Dhing): Wheth St ;
the Paper Mill has been linal%y sclcgzcd? Bl

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: No.

Shri JOGA KANTA BARUA
vernment making arrangement for em
these industries ?

( Jaipur ) : Are our Go-
ployment of local people in

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIP : :
employment is concerned, that is being h‘Joke:i&L Tnl;lcf Gl e

_ Shri PEI}}}LAI: _ PATWARY (Panery) : wma foets
Jite @fe AWFAONR QbR sie jute growing centres | aifers
cdfns A 4 BIR  AwrAfSunes site select <fE9a Ffage pAFICT
fo@ FIAC

=%
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Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,

Major Industries): s@cich site select 7%, (F=1fcacz Ff73
afF = i acs FE4 med oites FEI 1 G ealzible site silect
Faf Ftad «rd = @ 9 ofe Regal fig kT

Shri TAMIZUDDIN PRODHANI (Dhubri) : staa 35
TEwE ohtaed @ ciftEs sftes fowss cifEmedial  @aksE @fs -«

BeAvw 27 ¢ ;
(loud  laughter)

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARI (Movongi) : May I know
the names of the parties with whom the paper pulp mill and
the:spun silk mill have been settled or going to be settled ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Sofar as the
spun silk mill is concerned it will be a Government concern,
and so far as the paper pulp mill is concerned, it is Messrs.
Balmer Lawrie with whom we are corresponding.

Shri NURUL ISLAM (Dhing): Whether Lamsakhang
in the district of Nowgong has been sclected for establishing a
Paper Pulp Mill ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: The Company
has indicated broadly that that would be the area where they
would be willing to set up a paper pulp mill.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-
East): How the Hon’ble Minister says that the paper pulp
mill will go into production in 1962 when the Paper Pulp Mill
has not yet been established ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: On the basis
of anticipation that the agreement would be signed soon.

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [ Patharkandi (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)| : =ity 751 wrzha acas @ fw
foan @33 Fleltg At @, F% FFAEf wef3 (it paper  pulp
mill F4F F9 483 @I 1 WG Tzwd F oofeid @ awIdd cdrE
wtas  FT (FlalE A 9T AwlG cdbem Prals o =

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: =awa <77 #a
cetat? | In this area there is coal as well as lime-stone but. the
difficulty is that the coal is not yet mined. Until the coal is
mined it is not possible for any industry to thrive there.

Shri RAMNATH SARMA (Lumding): 7Iff acquire
F4) A4 Tzeg I T2 wien | P.W.D, Sections Jipa #v P WD 4
(Fiom Aty (@7 ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : P. W. D
Section 7 =wtv Ffom AT w3 I3 =x calEd |
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Increase of freight charges by the Joint Steamer
Companies

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery) asked:

#915. Will the Minister of Transport be pleased to state—
(a) Whether itis a fact that the R. S.N. & I. G. N.
Steamer Companies have increased recently the

freight charges of all articles by 10 per cent ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that this increase is over and
above the 123 per cent increase they had effected
only a few months back ?

(¢) Whether the Government was informed about this
increase and what is the reason for this
increase ?

‘d) Whether this increase will lead to further rise in
prices of goods 1n Assam and if so, what steps
Government have taken to arrest this increase ?

{¢) Whether it is a fact that the Joint Companies have
decided to curtail their services and if so, what
are the Ghats they have decided to o]
how many persons will be retrenched ?

(/) Whether Government propose to set up a Board of
Enquiry to investigate into the affairs of Joint
Companies ? :

(2) Whether Government are aware of the resolutions

passed by the Kamrup and Dibrugarh Cham-
bers of Commerce in this respect and what
action have they taken on these resolutions ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
port) replicd:

215, (a)—Yes. The freight rates have been increased by
the Joint Steamer Companies by 10 per cent from 1st April
1958 for all commodities except grain and pulses.

(b)-—ch.

fj=tes. The reasons given were the recurring
operational losses suffered by the Joint Steamer Companies.

FER )
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(d)—It 1s likely that goods generally imported to
Assam by the riverine route (salt, piece goods, vegetable oil,
etc.), may show some rise in prices consequent to the rise of
freight rates.

_ Since the Steamer Companies have increased
their freight rates on grounds of recurring operational losses
and also because powers for regulation of freights rates in case
of Inland navigation are vested in Government of India and
not m this State Government in accordance with Section 54(A)
of the Inland Steam Vessel Act, this Government have taken
up the matter with the Government of India.

(¢)—The Steamer Companies have closed down the
following Ghats and depots and the number of staff engaged in
these Ghats/depots prior to their closure was as indicated below
in each case—

Name of Date of per- No, of staff employed Position of staff after
Ghat mansnt e closure of the
closure of Clerks  Subordinate  Labourers ghat
ghat
Di]];mgarh IsihS Oct. 29 16 56 Negotiations are in pro-
epot. 956. gress between the
Joint Steamer Com-
panies and  the
Labour Union.
Amingaon .. 14thr June ' 1 83 The clerical and the
1057, subordinate staff

absorbed elsewhere
and 83 labourers
have been temporarily
absorbed at Pandu.
Negotiations are in
progress between
Joint Steamer . Com
panies and the Labour
Union about absorp=
tion of this stafl,
ehvsels 92 The labourers were
temporarily absorbed
at Pandu but negotia-
tions are in progress
between the Joint
Steamer  Companies
and the Labour

Ry . / Union,
Fancy Bazar 1st March 1 e This clerk has been

D 1958 _ :
(ég:)lsmli) retained as the Srea-
. mer Companies. are

using this Depot as

their own store

s0cd oW
|1{:’il|t- event. of closure
of this G'iml being

Pandu Goal 21st April
Depot. 957.

Palasvari sews E
Ghat.

staff  in
employment.
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(f)—No. Because the matter comes under the pur-
view of the Government of India as stated in (d) above and the
State Government have taken up the matter with the Govern-
ment of India.

(g)—Yes. The Government have seen press report
about the resojution passed by the Kamrup Chamber of Com-
merce, Gauhati and as stated in the reply at (d) above they
propose to take up the whole matter regarding the operation of
Inland Water Transpoit in this part of the country with the
Government of India. Increase in freight rates is only one
aspect of the whole problem.

T Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : As regards
(¢; whether Government of Assam scrutinised  the opera-

tional loss alleged to have been suffered by the Joint
Steamer Company ?

T Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
port) : Sir, in the year 1954 one Shri Lakhyan was de-
puted by the Government of India to enquirc into the
general working of the Steamer Company.

T Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Since 1954, I mean
whether before the closure of these Ghats the Government
of Assam, when they were informed of the losses, scrutiniseq
the operational losses alleged to have been incurred by the
Company ?

T Capt WIL' IAMSON A. SANGMA: The entire
matter was taken up by the Government of India ang
these water transports are in the purview of Government
of Ind‘a and in cousultation with the Government of Indig
these Ghats were closed.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is whether the Govern-

ment of Assam was satisfied that the closing down of some
¢ the Ghats were genuine ?

o!

T Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) ;
The Company submitted some materials for closing down
some (Ghats  As it is a private Company, naturally there
is no question of going into much details. But the balance
sheets and other things supplied to the Government by
the Company are as a matter of fact are being looked into
now.

fT8peach not corrected
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T HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Are mot the
Government interested in these freight 1ates although they are
charged by a private Company specially when the effect
is on the essential commoditics of the State ?

+ Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Min’ster)t
Government is of course interested and has been explained by
my colleague, Shri Williamson Sangma, that these come under
the jurisdiction of the Government of India and they before
giving approval of the increase in freight looked into these
things and from our side also we are examining these things.

 Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : Actually,
Sir, yesterday it appeard in the newspapers that it was stated in
the Parliament that the Government of India 1s examining this

matter,

t Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) : How
many workers will be retrenched

1 Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Actually there
is mot very much retrenchment at the monent but they have
a proposal for closing some more Ghats and if that scheme is
given effect to then according to the estimate given Dby the
Company 50 clerical and about 250 abourers will be affected.

T Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: From the figures
given by the Minister that about 250 labourers will be involved,
my point is whether if these people are laid off will they be
given involuntary unemployment compensation ?

1 Capt WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
ort) : Actually there will be no retrenchment as they
will have to be given alternative employment.

1 Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : My point is whether
these 250 labourers are considered to have been laid off
already and whether they will be given involuntary Un=

employment compensation

Mr. SPEAKER : The Minister has stated that they
are being brovided with employment elsewhere.
e

TSpeech not corrected
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T Shri MOHIKANTA DAS (Barchalla) : When the 12}

per cent increase was given effect to ?

7 Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
port): The 12} per cent increase was given eflect from Ist
July, 1957,

[ Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): Isita
fact that the Company is going to close down the
Neamatighat ?

T Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :
There is no proposal of closing down Neamatighat. The
Company is thinking of closing some other Ghats.

T Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Is it a fact
that the some of these Ghats were closed due to shallow water
or due to the closure of some channels ?

 Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Dibrugarh is one,
like that.

1 Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Is it a fact that
Government of Assam have given some money to the Company
for bandelling the channel ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
port) : The Government of India allots Rs. 73,000 annually

and we reimburse the same for river conservancy and
bandelling,

T Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : What are the names
of those Ghats which the Company propose to close down ?

| Gapt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA : I have got a
long list. Should I read them out, Sir ?

Mr. SPEAKER : Ifitis a big list that may be placed on
the Library Table.
_t Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Who
maintains the navigation channel ?
{ Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : It is not yet
declared as a national highgway, so the Company main-
tains it.

1Speech not corrected
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©~Mr. SPEAKER : The question asked is who' main-
tains the channel ? Whether it is the responisibility of the
Govertment or the Steamer Company ? '

T Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA {(Minister, Trans-
port): The Brahmaputra and Ganges Board.

TShri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
In spite of* Government’s contribution for the last so many
years, is there any bandelling of the channel ?

T Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA : In which
particular area ?

T Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Trom
Neamatighat upto Desangmukhghat,

T Capt. WILLIAMSON A.SANGMA : Sir, regarding
that, according to information available with me, the figures
are as follows: 5 lakhs and odd in 1942, 11 lakhs 31 thousand
Il OS5 ad = o

T Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : No, Sir,
my question is that, since 1955 in spite of the fact that
the Government has been giving coniribution  all through
the Company has not made any expenditure whatsoever—
whether Government are aware of that ?

f Capt. WILLTAMSON A. SANGMA : The difficulty
is that these people have no separate account or budget for
expenditure made on our part of the country, They operate
both through India and Pakistan and they do not maintain
separate accounts for that.

T Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : While
Government of India give this contribution, the money was
spent in Pakistan—are Government aware of that ?

1 Capt. WILLTAMSON A.SANGMA: No Sir, Go-
vernment are not aware of that.

1 Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Has th€
Company furnished any accounts of the amount incurred
since 1955 up till now oul of the amount advanced by
the Government ?

TSpeech not correcteds
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t Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
Port): T want notice of that quistion, Sir. : :

T Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi) :  Sir,
T.he Chief Minister in the course of his reply said that
these Companies are controlled by the Ganga-Brahmaputra
Boarq, Now, will the Government be pleased to state whether
there 1s anv reprcseutative f['()m Assam in that Board ?
> T Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
Yeg Sir, we have a representative in thisBoard.. I may add

II, in this connection that, for maintenance of the Brah{nw
Putra channel there is a proposal for having some light
Operational machines which will soon be put into operation.

T Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur ) : Is it a
fact that the Government of Assam have reduced the price
of coal supplied to the Joint Steamer Company °?

T Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : We have reduced
the price of Khasi coal only and thatis more in the
Interest of the Khasi miners than in the interest of the
Joint Steamer Company. On a previous occasion I had
already said on the floor of this House that because the
price of Khasi coal is very high, thesc Companies do not
like to take Khasi coal but prefer West Bengal and other
coal; so to help the Khasi miners we have made some
adjustments in the transport cost of this Khasi coal by
which the price was reduced.

t Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Is this reduction
made only for the Joint Steamer Company or for others
as well ?

t Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : It is a general
reduction for all, Sir,

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)

Inclusion of Tarungs (Syama) Tribes in the list of
Scheduled Tribes in the Plains Districts of Assam

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) asked:

685. Will the Minister-in-charge of Tribal Areas Depart-
ment be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the Tarungs (Syama) Tribes living in
Assam are included in the Scheduled of the
Plains Tribals ?

{Speech net corrceted
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(b) If so, whether they are entitled to obtain free
Secondary Education like other Plains Tribals ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to issue circulars to
High Schools to this effect ?

(d) If the answer to () is in the negative, will Governs
ment be pleased to state the reasons ?

(¢) Whether Government will take necessary steps to
include them and extend the benefit of free
Secondary Education ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas Department) replied:

685. (a)-—~No. The Tarungs Tribes are not included in the
list of Scheduled Tribes in the Plains Districts of Assam,

(b)—As Tarungs are not specified as Scheduled Tribes
in Assam, they are not entitled to free Secondary Education
extended to the communities specified as Scheduled Tribes in
Assam,

(¢)—The Tarungs in Assam have been recognised as a
Commnunity belonging to the Other Backward Classes, The
Government of India has not yet arrived at a decision on the
recommendation of the Backward Classes Commission con-
cerning the ther Backward Classes. The question of extending
free Secondary education to the Tarung Communities or other
communities belonging to the Other Backward Classes is not
decided.

(d)—The specification of Scheduled Tribes in Assam
has been made region-wise to cover those tribes of the State
having their own distinct manners, culture and customs, and
following their own distinctive way of life. Those tribes who
have migrated into til(—*: Plains of Assam and at the same time
are economically, socially and educationally backward have
been classified as a community belonging to the Other Backward
(Classes in the State and the Tarungs fall under this category.

(e)—Government would like to sympathetic_ally con;
sider the cases of the i Othe]' Back‘vard CIESSCS 2hut it 18 1NO
possible to make any commitment at this stage.
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Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLAI (Titabar): Whether

Government is aware that these tribes ‘did not migrate from
anywhere into Assam but are the aboriginal tribes of Assam ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas Department): No, Sir, I am not aware of that.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
What is the source of information which led the Governmemt
to say that these tribes migrated into the plains of Assam from
somewhere else and therefore they were deprived of these
facilities ?

Capt. WILLTAMSON A. SANGMA: Sir, we have to
depend on the Report of the Backward Classes Commission.
They are preparing the list of other backward classes.

Mz, SPEAKER: The Question is, what is the source
from which Government got the information that these tribes

migrated into Assam from some other places ?

Capt. WILLIAMSOM A. SANGMA : His[‘Ol‘y 15 the
source, Sir. (Laughter).

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYY: What
History ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA: History of Assam,

i Shri G?UI;ISA]NKLA{R BHATTACHARYYA: Was that
istory written by the Minister-in-charge and nc 1
s er-in-charge and not printed or

~ Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: Ministers do not
write History, but they make History........(More laughter).

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Often
they make very bad history. My question is, which is that
historical book from which Government has collected the
information that these tribes wmigrated from somewhere into
the plains of Assam ?

Capt, WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: 1 am not able
o supply the information off-hand, Sir.

Shei SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): While in
North-East Frontier Agency these tribes are included as Sche-
duled Tribes, why are they not included as such in Assam ?

sdissiiid it diio e b b ns o) biibbbnsid Sbbg bl
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Capt, WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA: (Minister) Tribal

Areas) Sir, at present the Government of India maintain
three different lists of these tribes.  There are certain tribes
in the autonomous districts listed as Scheduled Tribes, there are
others regarded as Scheduled Tiibes in North East Frontier
Agency and there are other communities regarded as Scheduled
Tribes in the plains districts of Assam. So it follows that some of
those tribes regarded as Scheduled Tribes in North East Frontier
Agency are not regarded as such in the plains or in other
areas. :
Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj):
Sir, the reply is that Government would like to consider sympa-
thetically the case of the “Other Backward Classes” but it is
not possible to make any commitment at this stage. Now,
as to how long it will take and whether Government consider
this as a matter of urgency and impress upon the Central
Government to come to an ¢arly decision in the matter as the
major section of the people of the State belong to this
class and who are lagging behind beyond dream.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: I have already
said, Sir, that this matter is being enquired into by the Central
Census authorities and they are formulating a scheme shortly.

Regarding Mundas, Orangs and Chowttials

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) asked :

686. Will the Minister, Tribal Areas Department be
pleased to state—

{a) Whether the Mundas, Orangs and Chowttials living
in the villages of Assam are listed as Plains
tribals ?

(b) 1If so, whether they are entitled to free secondaty
education ?

(¢) Whether Government will be pleased to_issue
instruction to the High Schools to this effect ?

(d) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will Govern-
ment be pleased to state the reasons
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Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas Department) replicd. :

686. (¢)—The Mundas, Orangs and Chowltials are not
specified as Scheduled Tribes in Assam. They are listed as
clz:mmunities belonging to the Other Backward Classes.

(b)—As they are not specified as Scheduled Tribes in
Assam, they are not entitled to free Secondary education
cxtend,ed to the communities specified as Scheduled Tribes in
Assam,

(¢)—The Mundas, Orangs and Chowttials in Assam
have been recognised as communities belonging to the Other
Backward Classes. The Government of India has not yet
arrived at a decision on the_ recommendation of the Backward
Classes Commission concerning the Other Backward Classes.
The question of extending free secondary education to these
communities or other communities belonging to the Other
Backward Classes is yet undecided,

(d)—The specification of Scheduled Tribes
has been made region-wise to cover only those tribes who arve
indigenous to the State I'lz-n,vmq_thr:u‘ own distinet manners,
culture and customs, and following their own distinctive way
of life.  The Mundas, Orangs and Chowitials have migrated
to Assam from other States in India mainly for work in tea
gardens, and have been treated as communities belonging  to
Other Backward Classes in the same manner as other commui-
nities of Assam who are socially, (’du(:nlilnnﬂy and economi-
cally backward, These communities may have their own way
of life but they have not been specified as Scheduled Tribes
in Assam because the specification of Scheduled
Assam relates to those who are indigenous (o the

i Assarn

’l‘l'Nn‘s 1
H{EH(:‘_

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOT (Titabha r)
ment consider the question of giving {re
das, Orangs and Chowttial even withoy
list of Plains tribals and consider {her

Wil Govern-
e education to (he Mun-
t including themn in the
n as backward class ?
Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA :
we have got to get specific instruc
of India in this regard.

No; 8ir;- becansa
‘01 from the Government

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR
it a fact that these tribes are schedyled
Orissa ?

(Dibrugarh): g
tribes in Bihar and

et
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Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Area): That may be, Sir.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Will Govern-
ment do something to these tribes for the purpose of develop-
ment of education even before the final recommendation of
the Backward Classes Commission comes to our State ?

= Capt. WILLIAMSON A.SANGMA: I am sorry, this
cannot be done now. The question will be taken together
along with the other communitics.

-

Free education to Boys and Girls belonging to
Mehtar or Bhangi Community

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) asked:

687. Will the Minister-in-charge of Tribal Areas Depart-
ment be pleased to  state—
(a) Whether the sweepers’ boys and girls are entitled
to frec education which are now enjoyed by
the Scheduled Castes of Assam ?

(6) Whether Government have issued any instruction
> to this cffect to different school authorities ?

(¢) If not, why ?

{1} Whether Government propose to issue such
mstructions to different school authorities ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas Department) replied : ‘

- 687, ta)—Itis presumed that by the word “sweepers” the
"~ hon. Member means those persons who belong to the Mehtar
% or Bhangi community. If so, the reply is in the affirmative.

(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Does not arise.
(d)—Does not arise.
Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI : Sir, in reply to
question () - the reply is in the affirmative but I would like

10 inform the House that the reply given to Starred Question
: No. 194 was in the negative
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. :Mr. SPEAKER: The latteris the imptrovement of the
previous one.

Shrﬁ BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):

Sir, may I know to which question the hon. Members refers to ?

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): Starred
Onestion No. 194 of 24th April, 1958.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Sir, the question
which the hon. Member refers is not handy.

Mr. SPEAKER : So this supplementary can stand over
for to morrow because the question to which the hon. Member
refers is not available just now.

Amount distributed by Government to the Scheduled
Castes for construction of Namghars, Water Supply
etc,

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) asked :

688. Will the Minister-in-charge of Tribal Areas Depart-
ment be pleased to statc—
(¢) What amount Government have distributed to
the Scheduled Castes in 1954, 1955, 1956 and
1957 for their Namghars, individual house
construction, water supply, public  works,
health and community feasts ?
(6) Out of that amount mentioned in (a) above
whether the Government will be pleased to state
the amount spent for sweepers ¢

Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas Department) replied :

688, (a)—The amounts distributed are shown in the list
placed on the Library Table,
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(b)—The grants were sanctioned for the benefit of
the Scheduled Castes population in general and not for any,
single community in particular. However, for the special
benefit of the Harijans, in addition t5 the various amownts
sanctioned for the schemes named in the list mentioned in
reply to question (a) above, a sum of Rs.20,000 was sanc-
tioned to the A]l-India Hal'ij&n SeVElk Sélng[}’ j\f;gan] Bra H(‘,h,
Jorhat, for its welfare activities among the Harijans during
1956-57, and another sum of Rs.18,000 was sanctioned in
1957-58 for similar purpose. The State Government has also
sanctioned an amount of Rs.13,62,910 for {he period from
1955-56 to 1957-58 to various Municipal Boards in the State
for the construction of better quarters for (he sweepers. A
sum of Rs.6,000 was also sanctioned for the construction of
a creche for the Harijan colony at Gauhati.

Shri SARBESWAR BARDOLOI (Titabar) :  Will
Government issuc instruction to the Deputy Commissioners
concerned to give special attention in the matter of giving
adequate grants to the Harijans ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA: (Minister); Tribal
Areas Deparment: We always take both the recommendations
of the Deputy Commissioners as well as that of the Development
Gommittees.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) : The
position is that when the grants are distributed, the representa-
tives of the Harijans are not in the committees, would the
Government issue instructions that Harijans  should oet
adequate benefit of these funds when they are distributed ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA - That will. be
taken into consideration.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Dergaon [Reserved for
Scheduled Castes)]: Sir, here in  the reply it is seen that
Rs. 20,000 was sanctioned to the All-India Harijan Sevalk
Sangha, Assam Branch, during 1956-57 and another sum of
Rs. 18,000 was sanctioned in 1957-58 for similar purpose. May
I know from the Minister whether he has ascertained how those
amounts were spent by that Sangha ? :

Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA -
always required to submit return certificates (o t
so that we shall be able to know how much

spent. But just now I don’t have those cerif

The Sangha is
he Government
mony has been
icates.

dda| ™
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Embankment on the left bank of the Beki

- Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [(Patacharkuchi
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)] asked :

689. Will the Minister-in-charge of Flood Control be
pleased to state—
(«) Whether an embankment on the left bank of the
Beki River has been constructed from Mathan-
- guri to Basbari ?
(b) If so, when ?
(¢) Whether the right bank of the river was surveyed
when constructing this embankment ?

= (d) If not, why mot ?

(¢) Whether Governm Cnt is aware that more damage
was caused to the right bank of the river by
this embankment as there was heavy pressure
of water ?

(fy Whether a portion of the North Trunk Road

near the Beki Public Works Department Ghat

- was washed away asa result of this embank-
meng P ;

(¢) Whether  Government received public petitions
tor construction of an embankment on the
right bank ?

() Ifso, what action was taken by Government ?

(z) If not, whether 1t will be surveyed immediately
E before the next rainy season ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,

Flood Control, eies) replied .

. 689. (a)—Yes.
' (b)—Ti 1956-57;
(c)—No.

(d)—1It was not considered necessary.
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" ()—No. The embankment from Mathanguri to
Basbari has only prevented the development of spill channels
which emerged out of the river Beki in 1954 and flowed
towards Pahumara and Palla rivers. The flood conditions on
the right bank have been slightly increased since 1954 as the
river Beki is gradually carrying more discharge from the

river Monas.

(f)—No. A portion of the road was eroded away
by the river Beki during last flood season.

(g)—VYes.

(h)—The matter has been referred to the Divisional
Officer for investigation.

(i)—Does not arise.
Training of the river Beki

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribz=s)]| asked :

690, Will the Minister-in-charge of Flood Conirol be
pleased to state—

(a) Whether the river Beki in Kherija Bijni Mouza will
be trained ?

(b) Whether any survey has been made as regards
this ?

(c) If not, whether Government will make a survey into
this maitter immediately ? :

(d) Whether this river and its tributaries have done
immense damage to villages in Kherija Bimi
Mouza ? : g Kherija Bijni

(¢) How many villages have heen wiped out ?

what measures have beer i
s have 1 taken for the protect
of these villages ? e

(g) How many acres of lands have been damaged b
these rivers 1 that Mouza ? - 14

i e ;-MEL-«—QAHH-‘L-”—-—_..
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(k) Whether there was public representation to the
— = Government ?
i‘\) - (i) If so, when and what action has been- taken 2

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister;, Flood
Control, etc.) replied :

= 690. (a)—No.
!.. (b)—No.
(¢)—The matter is being investigated. -
g (d)—The river Beki and its tributaries have done some
damage to some of the villages of Kherija Bijni Mouza."’
(¢)—8 or 9 villages have been affected.
( f)—Please refer to reply to'Q',uestion (¢)
(g)—About 300 acres of land have been eroded.
~- (h)—Yes.
(i)—Necessary investigation is being taken up.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog): How
embankment on the left bank could be constructed without
surveying the right bank of the Beki river.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood
Control): In order to stop the spilling of water.
5 Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
3 Whether the right bank was properly surveyed hefore the
embankment on the left bank was undertaken.

Whether it is a fact that after raising the embankment on
the right side the water rushed to the other side ?

- M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: The answer is
there, Sir.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: The
answers to (¢) and (b) are “No”. Whether it is a fact that some
damage has been done to some of the villages and if damage tls
done, will Government. consider it necessary to. take immediate

% steps in this regard ?
‘-
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, there can’t
be any river which will not cause damage if there is flood.
This does not mean that every river should and can be trained.,
It needs'money. If thereis no money one must fix priority.

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the fact that this question
relates to Beki river, the Hon. Minister will please confine his
observation only to this river,

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Whether
Government are aware that the flood on the right bank of
Beki river was man-made, 7, ¢., made by the Government itself ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: No ;we have
no such information, Sir.

Gobardhana N, E. S. Block

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS |[Patacharkuchi
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)] asked :

691. Will the Minister-in-charge, Community Projects,
be pleased to state—

() On what date first meeting of the Qobardhana
N.E.S. Block was held io pass the bugg:é B

() Whether the President was present in the meeting ?
(¢) If not, who was the President ?

(d) What is the total budget of the block under diffe-
rent sub-heads and minor heads in 1957-58 ?

(¢) How much money has heen allotted for Medical
Department ?
(f) What are thc‘amounts allotted to each Mouza of
the Block for medical facilities ?
F (g) Isit a fa(}t that doctor does not attend cases pro-
: perly ?

(h) How many Middle English, Middle Vernacular

u!:ld I;qwer Primary Schools have heen allotted
grants and what are their names and how much
amount to different schools ?

Ly PRI T L2534 7 5 38 DES BT SR P
¥ TE .
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() Isit a fact that the said President works without
the approval of the Advisory Board ?

(7) Isit afact that there wasno Presidentin the
meeting ? , :

(k) If so, how the budget may be passed ?
(§) Whether the budget may be made null and
void ?

(m) If so, what steps are going to be taken against the
Officer ?

(n) How much money has been allotted to each
Mouza out of the total money ?

(o) Who selects the different Projects ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Com-
munity Projects) replied :

691, (a)—The first meeting of the Project Advisory Com-
mittee was held on 27th July, 1957 to approve the various
schemes of the Block.

(6)—The permanent President was absent.

(¢)—It does not appear that anybody was specifically
elected as President for the particular meeting.

(d)—Total budget provision of the Block is furnished
below—minor-head-wise :—

(1) Block Headquarters 44,7R35d
(2) Animal Husbandary and Agriculture ... 11,585
(3) Irrigation 1,000
(4) Reclamation = - .. 1,000
(5) Health and Rural Sanitation 21,960

10,000

(6) Education
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(7) Social Education 10,890
(8) Communication 19,950
(9) Rural Arts and Crafis .- = ui = ... 1,895
(10) Housing 21,7110

e e e

RS. 1,503720

e e e et

This amount is under Major Head “63-B-etc.”’

(6)—Rs.21,960 was provided for Medical activities of
the Block.

{(/)—(1) Gobardhana Mouza Rs.2,000
(2). Howli Mouza Rs.2,000
(3) Kharija Bijni Mouza Rs,1,800

Besides, one in-door ward has been sanctioned for the
Block Headquarters at Berpeta Road,

(g)—Government have no information.
reports have however, been received by the Governme

(2)—Three Middle English,
and 15 Lower Primary Schools were
below :—

No such
nt.,

two Middle Vernacular
allotted grants as detailed

Rs,
(1) Gobardhana Midaye nglish Scheol 2,400
(2) Komargaon Middle English School 800
(3) Bilasipara Middle English School 1,000
(4) Kamargaon Middle Vernacular School 2,400
(6) Dhupguri Middle Vernacular School ... 2,050
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Rs,

(6) Golagaon Lower Primary School ... 300
(7) Puran Khagrabari Lower Primary School 300
(8) Nalpara Lower Primary School 300
(9) Bansibari Lower Primary School o 300
(10) Aikhari Lower Primary School 300
(11) Bagurigurigaon Lower Primary School 300
(12) Umukuri Lower Primary School 300
(13) Kaijarmati Lower Primary School ... 300
(14) Khudnabari Lower Primary School ... 300
{15) Halapakri Lower Primary School .., 300
(16) Bunmajar Pam Lower Primary School 300
(17) Rangdia Lower Primary School 300
(18) Luahur Lower Primary School 300
(19) Khatal Para Lower Primary School .., 300
(20) Mayangpara Lower Primary School ... 300

(i)—Government have no information.
(j)—Answer to (¢) above may be seen.

k)—The schematic budget in respect of each National
Extension Service Block is laid down by the Government.
Although no person was clected as President in the above
meeting, all the members present who are chiefly to advise in the
planning and implementation of the schemes unanimously advi-
sed and approved the schemes which were then communicated
and subsequently approved by the Government with the
concurrence of the Heads of Departments and the Finance,

Department.
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It appears that the meeting proceeded to discuss the
schematic National Extension Service budget without formally
clecting a President to guide the deliberations of the meeting
because the members were expecting the P}'egldent to arrive at
any moment, In any case, after -obtnmmg the unanipmus
approval of the members of the Project Advisory Committee,
the schemes were placed before the Subdl\-qstOpal Officer who
was to preside over this meeting and with his approval, the
schemes were forwarded to the Government for sanction,

({)—In view of (k) above, there is no reason why the
budget should be considered as null and void as the schemes
were approved by the members present. The approval of
technical heads was also obtained prior to sanctioning the
schemes with concurrence of Finance Department, The role
of a President for the Project Advisory Committee meetings
is primarily to guide the deliberations of the Project Advisory
Committee meetings. The absence of the President cannot, by
itself, make the proceedings of such meetings void provided

there is general agreement among the members present on the
issues raised in the meetings.

(m)—No action is proposed to be taken against the
Officer as there was no violation of any specific rules in thig
regard and the defect was only procedural, Instructions are.
however, being isgued that, in future, in the absence of thé
permanent President or Vice-President, one of the members

present may s be: elected to preside over the Project - Advisor
Commuttee meeting, ; A

Rs.

(M)—(1) Kharija Bijni = 40,354

(2) Gobardhans 33,319

(3) Howli foiis
‘e o8 3

f 1 -

(0)—Selection of N

; at]{)‘ﬂ; n . ¢ -

made by Government on the l‘Pcol,,I] n];'xtemmn Service Block is
- 5

Subdivisioﬂal Developlnen[ Boal'd_s ndlltj()]ls Uf lhle Di%[]if‘t
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Mr. SPEAKER. The motion moved is that a sum of
Rs.4,78,16,000 (Rupees four crores, seventy-cight lakhs and
sixteen thousand), be granted to the Minister-in-charge to
defray the charges which will come in course of payment during
the year ending 31st March 1959, for the administration of the.
head *‘37.—Education™.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog): Sir, I beg
move to the Cut Motions standing in my name:

under Grant No. 17,
d—G.—Direct Grants

Sub-head  (4) Non-
get, be reduced
78,16,000,

That the provision of Rs.2,80,000,
Major head—37.—Education, Minor hea
to non-Government Secondary Schools,
recurring Grants (total) at page 147 of the bud
by Rs.100, . e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.4,

do stand reduced by Rs.100.

(To criticise the Government for not uniformly distributing
grants to non-Government Secondary Schools). .

That the total provision of Rs.4,78,16,000 under Grant
No. 17, Major head—37.—Education, at page 136 of the Bud-
get be reduced by Rs.100, i. ¢., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs.4,78,16,000, do stand reduced by Rs.100.

(To criticise the Government for not enhancing the pay
scales of the Middle Vernacular School Teachers.)

That the total provision of Rs.4.,78,16,000 under Grant
No.17, Major head—37.—Education, at page 136 of the Bud-
get, be reduced by Rs.100, i. e., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs.4,78,16,000, do stand reduced by Rs.100.

(To criticise the Government for not taking up all the
existing Venture Schools by the Government.)

Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta) : Sir, I beg to move the
Cut Motion standing in my name :

That the provision of Rs.2,80,000 under Grant Noyls
Major head—37.—Education, Minor head—G.—Direct Grants
to non-Government Secondary Schools, Sub-head (b)—Non-
recurring Grants (total), at page 147 of the Budget, be re

by Rs.100, i. e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 4,78,16,000,

do stand reduced by Rs.100.

(Failure of the Government to provide su
he Barpeta J. R. P. Girls” High English

{Ticient MONEY
to improve t Schools).

duced
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Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari
east): Sir, I beg to move the Cut Motions standing in my name:

That the provision of Rs.34,80,000 under Grant No. 17,
Major head—37.—Education, Minor head—G.—Direct grant
to non-Government Secondary Schools (total), at page 147 of
the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.4,78,16,000, do stand reduced by Rs.100.

(The criticise Government for failure of the Government
to provide a suitable amount in the Budget for 1958-59 for aid
of deserving unaided High and Middle English Schools and
deserving unaided ones.)

_That the provision of Rs.10,73,100 under Grant No.17,
Major head—37.—Education, Minor head—Special—M-—Go-
vernment Special Schools (total), at page 156 of the Budget,
be reduced by Rs.100, i. ¢., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.4,78,16,000, do stand reduced by Rs.100.

(To criticise Government for failure to provide money for
a fulfledged Music College in the State of Asi.?sam.) &

That the provision of Rs.10,98,000 under Gran
- = O A t:: No. ].7,
Major head—37.—Education, Minor head—Q.—uInspec(’:tiUH
gltlotal), at gagfgéf»g ot;l t{le Budget be reduced by Rs.100. ;. e
€ amoullt o € whole grant of Rs.4 st
e grant of Rs.4,78,16,000, do stand

(To criticise Governm
ment for sufficient and
Primary Schools.)

ent for inability to make arran.e-
proper mspection of Secondary and

< ] ——J e ‘:ducation, at ; 5 ;
Budget,fli{: reduceq by Rs.lOO, L. ¢., the amox?l?tg eoflt?’l'? thtfiﬁ
grant of Rs.4,78,16,000, do stand reduced by Rs.100 ¢ whole
(To criticise the G t

overnmen -
of Text Books, etc.) f=for

anomalies in Selection

No.l{hla\‘/fa?cl)? ﬁ);:éf?r)qui_siﬁgu o -RSA'JB'IB,UOU, under Grant
be reduced by Rs.100, 7. ¢,, theC:;?)?lrit page 136 of the Budget
Rs.4,78,16,000, do stand red er-the Swhol

(To criticise the Governme

! nt f y ok o . e
ment of Primary Education by smneoll{eggg;lglcl:'l:]%o?}goma:l}ajge-
ards.,

uced by Rs. 100, Strantlof
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Shri BIRNEDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi (Re-
served for scheduled Tribes)] : Sir, I beg to move
the Cut Motion standing in my name:

That the total provision of Rs.4,78,16,000, under Grant
No.17, Major head—37.—Education, at page 136 of the Budget,
be reduced by Re.l, . ¢., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.4,78,16,000, do stand reduced by Re.l.

(To criticise for not taking up venture Lower Primary
School of Tihu Circle by the Government, to include Tihu High
School either in Multipurpose or Higher Secondary Scheme and
to criticise the Demand.)

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari West): Sir, T beg
to move the Cut Motion standing in my name:

That the total provision of Rs. 4,78,16,000 under Grant
No.17, Major head—37.—Education, at page 136 of the
Budget be reduced by Re. 1, i.¢., the amount of the whole
grant of Rs.4,78,16,000 do stand reduced by Re.l.

(1. To raise a discussion about Sanskrit Education,

2. To criticise salary and dearness allowance of the teachers,
particularly who are serving in the Middle Vernacular Schools.

3. To raise a discussion about the increment of salary and
allowance of the Gauhati University Employees, etc.)

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)|: Sir, I beg to move the Cut Motion
standing in my name:

- That the total provision of Rsg, 4,78 ,16,000 under Grant
No.17, Major head—37.—Education, at page, 136 of the
Budget be reduced by Re. 1, i.c., the amount of the whole
grant of Rs.4,78,16,000 do stand reduced by Re.l.

(1. To raise a discussion about the failure of the Govern-
ment in regard to spreading of Education amongst the backward
Scheduled Caste people.

2276 criticise the distribuﬁo“ of CYCI()!]C damage grant.
3. No raise a discussion about the primary teachers.)

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Sif; I beg
to move the Cut Motion standing in my name:
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That the total provision of Rs.4,78,16,000 under Grant
No.17, Major head—37.—Education, at page 136 of the Budget
be reduced by Re. 1, i.c., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 4,78,16,000 do stand reduced by Re.l.

(1. To discuss the Education policy of the Government and
particularly the system of giving aids to Schools and Colleges.

9. To discuss the uselessness of continuing the Middle
English Examination.)

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):
Sir, I beg to move the Cut Motion standing in my name :

That the total provision of Rs.4,78,16,000, under Grant
No.17, Major head—37.—Education, at page 136 of the Budget
be reduced by Re. I, i. ¢, the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.4,78,16,000, do stand reduced by Re.l.

(To raise a general discussion.)

Shri PAKHIRAI DEKA [Panery (Reserved for Sche-

duled Tribes)| : Sir, I beg to move the Cut Motion
standing in my name:

That the total provision of Rs. 4,78,16,000 d t
No. 17, Major head-—37.—Edvcation, at page 136 olf{l:hgrB(igagrét
be reduced by Re.l i.e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.4,78,16,000, do stand reduced by Re.l.

(To raise a discussion.)

Shri MATHIAS TUDU (¢ : e
move the Cut Motion standing (in";?alng:n::?. Sir, I beg to
N 1?}1%;[ g total provision of Rs. 4,78 16000 under Grant
beo. c’l ajor headiST:—Education, at paée ,136 e
= reduced by Re. 1, i, the amount of th 0 get,

5.4,78,16,000, do stand reduced by Re le whole grant of
( To raise - oy

4 general discussion.)
Shri NI
I beg t(t)'l mof;éw gNl('?.‘Y BORTHAKUR (Dib i
.That the tt)ta(l: p";l(:;viMOliOn Standing in m;“%[ag.:g:é 2 Sl!‘a
0T Bes L oVISIO “6F R, ¢ 78 :
T e e e
be uc YReE. T, t.¢., the amognt fg of the Budget,
5.4,78,16,000, do stand reduced 1 5 of the whole grant of
( To criticise the Educ ational golic; E)'f‘ i
vVernment.)
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_ Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Sir, I beg to move the Cut Motion standing my name:

That the total provision of Rs.4,78,16,000 under Grant
No.17, Major head— 37.—FEducation, at page 136 of the Budget,
be reduced by Re. 1, i.c., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 4,78,16,000, do stand reduced by Re.l.

( To raise a discussion about the Education policy of the
Government )

Mr. SPEAKER: All the Cut Motions are moved as above.

#*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, education is a matter which aims at full flowering
of the person. So during the ancient period the educational
institutions laid emphasis on the individual and that aimed
at fully developing the creative potentialities of the individual.
But with the development of the modern State, the emphasis
has been shifted to the masses of the people. Now, Sir, it is
in the modern State, particularly in the complex modern State
the education policy is guided by the Government. In guiding
the education policy, the Government pays attention to the
structure of the society and to the pattern of the civilisation
which they propose to give. Now if we take into consideration
the system of India prevailing during the British regime, we
find the education policy was laid down by the British and
the educatién policy was such as to suit their requirements.
They wanted to run educational institutions for producing
clerks, administrators and technicians so that they could be
able to run their administration and the industries. During
the national movement things were differents. In the national
movement it was felt that unless the percentage of the literacy
increased, the country would not be able to advance cven after
the independence. That problem was tackled particularly by
Mahatma Gandhi who could be termed as one who knew
the mass mind well. Gandhiji understood that it was not
possible with the finances at the disposal cf the State to give
free and compulsory education. So he tried to evolve

3

"a principle by which the education may be seIf-supporting.

In our national movement there was a campaign for pro-
hibition of liquor, opium, etc., and that would result in loss
of revenue. Now for increased measure of spread of education
it would mean more money. So it was necessary 0 €VO s
a principle by which education could be se]f‘.§qmc1cnt.
That was the condition under which the basic condition was

conceived. Now the condition is different. We have adopted

® Speech not corrected.
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socialism as “our goal. ~ We have accepted heavy industries and
mechanisation as our goal. " But in our educational policy
what do we find? We find the State has based it on basic
or cottage industries. In the basic system of cducation the
emphasis is that the students should produce through education.
It lays emphasis on the cottage industries. Our whole educa-
tion system should be based on the heavy industries like
Bhakra Nangal, Damodar Valley Project for production of
petroleum, clectricity, etc. Therefore the basis system which
obviously centres round cottage industries cannot he fulfilled——
the very purpose which the Government accept for our
educational system. Now we have taken for the reconstruction
of the country rejuvenation of the entire economy. We have
in the First and Second TFive-Year Plans—particularly in
the Second Plan—Ilaid emphasis, there may be difference
of opinion about the goal—on mechanisation and heavy indus-
tries. Now lor the success of the Plan it is necessary to have
emphasis on two important aspects. Tirst,
second the men. We must have the material, but apart from
that the most important thing is that we must produce suflicient
numbellﬁggr_@ple with a higher sense of _duty, integrity. and
responsibility toméirit of sacrifice
without ~which tle Plan_cannot succeed.  Since the 9nd Plan
have concieved industrialisation of the Country, I like to gg
that education should be primary industry. 1n" this industry thﬁ
basic raw material is human mmd._ Hurgan mind . is fragile
So it is a very difficult raw matcrial for the manul'acturcrs:
In this industry, the industrialists are not Tatas and Birlas
It is the half-clad, half starved school masters. On their.-
shoulder the entire structure of our counqry depends. Byt
least attention has been paid to these School teachers
But not ouly have they been relegated to (he background so 'Fﬁ-
a» their status, pay and prospects are concerned but absolut i
no attention has also been given for their training.  Now, in =
educational institutions the numbey of e e s 2
almost negligible and yet no sufficient smiphasis has be .zsl 4
on this aspect of the matter. Who ape t]lf“-a;] ‘.{I‘li‘t‘etn aid
our country to-day ? Are not the studepq e c!lmce:i 11? OLs Of'
untrained teachers become our aclxnixlmmu;rso 111f i ty these
then what efficient administration yoy ¢, CXrech. iV 2l 50,
administrators ? To build up an (:iontpm-‘ 1 rom Fh(‘rse
machinery for the country training of o1t -administrative

; ; e T 1ers is an absclute
necessity which we can 1gnere only ay peril. I theref
call upon the _G(;\rorn.f111enrt 11(;:0};;1\’@ e T tOc ?]I;g
question of training ol our le€achers

- n our S T -
{ icational g State. 1€ condi-
tion of the entire edu e, etther in S

the material and
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secondary or higher stage is most appalling. Tor this, in my
upinion, no body is to. be blamed more than the Education
Department itself 'in as much as it does not suit the require-
ments of the State at all. On the one hand we have the
Basic schiool and other ordinary schools where the boys of the
middle class and lower middle-class people read and on the
other hand we have the Public Schools and the English
Schools such as the Don Bosco and St. Edmunds, etc. There
are two or threec systems running side by side concurrently.
So our people are at a loss to understand as to what would
be the prospect and position of their sons and daughters
ultimately. The intention of the Government as I understand
it to be, the purpose of thesc Public Schools and English
Schools is to prepare good administrators by imparting to the
students a sound system of general education, administrative
integrity, honesty and efficiency. If that is so, I think more
attention should be given to general education. I do not
say that vocational cducation is to be ignored in any way,
vocational education is also necessary.

Now, i1f we go to the Text Book Committee, we find
that this committee has entircly neglected this aspect of
education.” I am giving just one illustration. During the
British regime historical facts were distorted and the students
were given to read history only in a  manner to suit the
furtherance of their political ané seclfish motives so much so
that immediately after independence some parts of the history
had to be re-written with a view to give the students the
correct picture of zctual facts. But even then we find the same
old mentality is still at work. In this connection I would like
to refer to page 175 of the Assamese History written by one of
the so-called most eminent educationist of our country, Shri
Birinchi Kumar Barua. At page 175 he has written like this
about the Yandabu Treaty:

“oFTT (IETRATT - BiF SRAES FiaAT ey EE e At
@raeA yEy Aokt (%9 wERE Fas am we giwiE a4y oz T
o Tt PEle A 5ES A% T o afe eEaE gE o
AR BiArg W AT AT BUsRT. qoae ofy fa )

I think this is entirely wrong version. It is not borne out
by facts, It means tosay that under this treaty, Assam Wwas
transferred to British hands. The British version and the
Burmese version, however, give us quite a different picture.
Aiticle 2 of the English version of the Treaty of Yandobo
says like this:
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“His Majesty the King of Ava renounces all claims upon,
and will abstain from all future {nterference w1.t11 t]ﬁe
principality of Assam and its dependencies, and also with t :1:
contiguous petty States of Cachar and Jyntea. With rggarh
to Munnipore, it is stipulated that, should Gumbheer Sing

desire to return to that country, he shall be recognised by the
King of Ava as Rajah thereof.”

Then again, if we come to the Burmese version of the
treaty we find the 2nd Article running like this:

“The King of Burma shall no more have dominion over,
or the direction of, the towns and country of Assam, the_
country of Ak-ka-hat (Cachar) and the country of Wa-tha-li
(Jaintea). With regard to Munnipore, if Gambee-ra-shing
desire to return to his country and remain ruler, the ng’ of
Burma shall not prevent or molest him, but let him remain.’

So both these versions show that Assam was not o_btaincd
by the British by the Yandabo Treaty. But yet that is what

has been described as the reason by which the British obtained
possession of Assam.

Then again, if we come to another part of this Histo it
hasbeen stated about Lord Curzon like this 2L

ST ¢rf wats 1T [Cae stagn  gayey | (9% fae slaed
Steadta Gfs za1  7[4cs Fiosges AlFAE 177 G571 =g zfagma 79
fas =1 cobs AN 7@ 3B Neta sfer | stass Bea-Afby qun
fRorfa atwamq 441 0 A0 B9a-4fR6y Mats [T T A A ropep
949 A5a wfawa |

Now Lord Curzon is one of the most notorious

( ] Governor
Generals of India who tried to bu

ild up a strong British Em

. : 28! ire
in India. Now, according to the British. Lord (]urI;on
is one of the most able administrator who recognized
Habibulla of Afganistan

as an independent king and created
the North-Western Frontier Province with a view to protect
India from foreign invasion and divided Bengal and attached
a part of the East Bengal with Assam.

This is a deliberately mistaken view and distortion of
historical facts taught to our young pupils during the days of

British domination in India and evepn though we are now an

independant nation, the same old and wrong things have been
allowed to continue as before,
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_ T_he real Elling, the correct picture, however, has been
given in the history written by Professor Shri Bhattacharyya
and Misra, They have described Curzon like this:

a5 FIGGT—I3 Slqwd FNST IS AT A |0 96 St
S5 AT BSTNF Ay &7 Wi fen 1 ag'g wgs by Al
e CIE R FARGNA @ﬁfw [t G1E WTAD 37 cre miStaslale] dieHIATs
a71ofa 4l S PG| Lz Fl3d AMA=IANT BAMG  vawirg a3 opaedT wmE TS
Lol SIfeT (39T TR0A ot w6 ) o ,

5 Now if these two different books are taught, say, in two
difterent SL'}IOGIS, then our young students are sure {0 ])E‘. confusecl
and hewildered when two boys of two different schools happen
to discuss about Lord Curzon. Because one has learnt Lord
Curzon to be one of the ablest of administrators while the
other will have _qu-.tc'dﬂi‘ercnt story to tell. This is the
gample of education given to our young boys. Very brilliant

‘education; indeed !
Again in this book we find at page 67 while writing about
Allaudgdin Khiliji like this: S while writing

qatef AT —frerms aiatzan Bsm? g R fors @aRfE |
o[ @ TR T FREF 1 92 TN AJ) Tr A wlacE—aT ST

Zuta =7 FAEal. (w0 AT FEAlm gwn G g

Let us consiglcr the effect of descriptions like this in the
minds of the pupils of Class VI and VII. They are sought to
pe taught that somebodyelse’s wife is a pride of possession.
guch teachings uﬂepd our sense of morality. Yet our whole edu-
cation system 1s going on merrily unchecked and unhampered

jving lesson on imorality to the future hopefuls of our country.

Then again if we turn our attention to the lessons On
metic, we will find the same thing, Questions like these

aI‘i{h !
ked in our School.

are as

coqma @A O 106 AF 903 33 org At TRANG /9 0
9 sl ol shRads A9 oF
ApT e o AT @fota e g = P2 e

Mr. SPEAKER: #=t5 551 wfagy =31 (laughter)
*Shei NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): This

i the typs of Squbtioh el questions like these are.asked 1
Russia, the teacher would have been answered with term  ©
ten years imprisonment, but here they will work out the sum
and reply ““2o @ Sir.”

*Speech not corrected,
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Sir. Now, if immorality is taughtin this way in our
schools, then T say the whole of our educational system require
over-all change, all our text-books should be re-written. But
unfortunatel‘y in our country the Text Book Committee go by
the names of the authors, they do not go into the contents of
the books. Ifa certain author is sufficiently influential, his
book is prescribed. If this is the standard by which books are
prescribed, not only will it bring down the standard of educa-

tion in our country, but it will also immoralise the whole |
system. Itis time for the Government to take up measures to |

stop this kind of immoral teaching to our studeuts. I_f we coms-
pare and judge the achievement we will find that this depart-
ment yields to none in inefficiency and mal-administration,
Only a few thousands of students appear il the Middle English
Examination. They have not been able to conduct this
Examination to their credit, If the Middle English Examina-
tion is to be continued, then the whole education system is to
be remodelled. The Middle English Examination must be some
sort of school living standard system. Otherwise this system of
examination will have to be abolished. Therefore, I request the
Education Minister to re-examine our basic education system
and to apply his mind so that the whole education system
can be evolved in such a way that it can suit our requirements.
It is said that we should work in a dynamic way. If that is
so, then our f:duc.atmn system should be patterned in such a
way that it can suit our society, Therefore, Sir, it is high time
that we decide to change our present policy and try to

execute such a policy in our education system that it can best
suit our children,

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur):
%{/IT:* %ﬁiiﬁeah gslr, the Education Budget reveals that a sum of
i S'h’ " th: has been provided this year for education and
it s ouffsh Ellt there },1as been an increase of Rs. 58,14,000 over
e i?iirt FoeIoete budget. I thank the Government for
g{?:ernmgeﬂoi? funds for education and this also shows that the
jion of educati SIVINg more attention every year to the expan-
smd rovisio 101;1. There are some new schemes introduced
anl pOf th HS} ave been made accordingly. The number and
yalie 4 C;sc 29 !arShlpS of the Normal Students, have been
increase .O}” rO\:’lSll)n has been made for making permanent the
ever temp ac'if) f}?qsts of lecturers of Cotton College, provision
has l’)ef'?' n}’llasel Or hostels of pon.Government Colleges and
Girl’s High | C?QOIS, more funds have been also provided for
GaUha-tl UnlvelSlty_ A“ these are hlghly welcome and much
apprecnated.,

[ Aads
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But, Sir, no provision have been made in the budget for
improving the buildings of the non-Government educational
institutions of the State. There are schools with a very large of
students but for want of funds the school authorities have not
been able to construct or expand buildings according to their
need. The buildings of all categories of non-Government
educational institutions are far from satisfactory. It has been
wellsaid that the worst building in a village is the village
Lower Primary School. So also the case with the buildings
of Middle Vernacular, Middle English and High English
Schools. Last year a provision was made in the budget to

School buildings on self-help basis
500 was sanctioned to those few schools
who could contribute an equal sum for the inprovement of
their school buildings. But this year even that scheme has
been withdrawn.  LThus those schools who were assured of
help this year under the scheme have been disappointed and
the School Boards have to face great unpleasantness. A NewW
scheme when introduced should not be withdrawn abruptly.
There are very big High English Schools without a school
hall and for want of class room classes can not be accommodat-
ed properly. It is often said that there has been mushroom
growth of Non-Government Middle English and High English
Schools and these are more due to local rivalry than to actual
educational needs of the locality. I do not deny the fact and
there may be some such rival schools butI think that the
spirit of vivalry has also been nourished by the Government by
favouring these schools with some nominal aids though these
schools cannot manage with such meagre aids. f the
Government recognises the necessity of a school and grants
aid it is also the duty of the Government to see that the school
is granted a substantial amount so that it can run properly.
It is high time that the Government should come forward
with a definite policy of giving grants-in-aid and no school
should be extended grants under pressure, Government should
provide funds for the improvement of the school buildings.
We are moved in this direction only when thereis some
natural calamity like earthquacke, flood or storm and funds
are made available for the school buildings. Again, Sir, €very
year in spite of the fact that there is no regular provision in the
budget some non-recurring grants are made for construction
or repair of school buildings from the savings of the current
year’s budget. The amount that can be made available from
savings must be naturally very small and yet in the absence
of regular provision i the budget every school i anxious to
get a little bi¢ out of this fund. It becomes a difficult and

and a sum of Rs. 1,
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delicate job for the Education Department to accommodate
all the schools and their patrons out of this little sum. The
result that very small amounts are deled out to large number
of schools as grants-in-aid to satisfy the school authoritics
and their patrons like consolation prizes. Thus two or three
lakhs of rupees are being regularly doled out every year from the
savings or unspent balance and during the Budget Session of the
Assembly school authorities and their patrons throng Shillong to
have the blessings of the Education Minister or D. P. I. but
the aided school buildings show little signs of improvement.
So, Sir, I beg to suggest that we should have a planned
approach to this vital question. To say that we donot possess
adequate resources to cope with the situation Iisenly evading
the problem. In fact we want a definite plan for the very
reason that our resources are limited and we can ill afford
to waste what little we can spare. There is again the
complaint and criticism that there is no uniform and definite
policy of distributing grants-in-aid and these are often granted
on pressure. If Inspector’s recommendation is the criterion
for giving grants-in-aid then I fail to understand why some
schools get grants cvery year and under different heads while
some schools do not get grants at all. In my avea Karara
and Changsari H. E. Schools have not been given any grant this
year. So I f(?el very strongly that a good deal of improvement
can be done if we have a plan to provide even a modest sum
like ten or fifteen lakhs of rupees cvery year for the impro-
vement Of_ the buildings of the aided institutions. Building
grants to the aided schools have become all the more necessary

because of the introduction of . : :
; 1 new revised scale of pa
and deficit system A o

et _of grants-in-aid. The fee income of the
LnSt:;itlgl 13 taken into account and the halance only is given
}i[th a c01$1 ear:'] r{l-en{ by way of grant-in-aid. The big schools
fvnd thie arpé 2 “fCIY large number of students arc not benefited
‘:viu rccg'we lﬁﬁftflard au as their needs are many but they
with no reserve fﬂﬁ? tthe lGUVCT“H‘%ent and they will be left
fee Income now comes :)oel}lipund their instjtutions. Tle entire
25 per cent of the fee ije be Governmeny indirectly and only
payment of the emploven 'S allowed for tne school  for
miscellaneous cxPen.{scs ye(:lb‘l other than (eachers and _other
no resources of their gy f()‘}}ls the schools have been left with
ressure for NOn-recurring | SXpansion, S§p every school  gives
¢ M. L. As alsg ;urcg \Ju_lldmg grants from the Government.

or Education Minjsiey thlf“l?pelled to approach the D.P.1
created  uch unpleasantn g: MG for thejr schools. This has
the efficiency of an M § 5 o5 = A% a matler of fact now-a-days
‘ Judged Ly what amount of
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money can he extorted from the different Ministers for his cons-
tituency and this has made us constituency mined.  Justice can
be done to the schools uniformly and much unpleasantness
andt roubles can very easily be avoided if we adopt some
uniform principle of distributing granis-in-aid by increaing
the education of the fee income of the aided institutions.
Now 25 per cent of the fee income is allowed to the schools in
assessing  the deficit grants-in-aid.  The reserve from fee income
should “be increased to 40 per cent and thus every school
will get some amount by way of grant-in-aid.  Say for example,
a school has 300 students and below 300 students a school is
not allowed the benefit of the tevised scale of pay. If we
take Rs. 2-8-0 as the average fec of the students of the school
then the fee income comes to Rs. 750, then 40 per cent of this
comes to be Rs.300. Thus the school will get for the reserve
fund Rs.3,600 ayear. From this at least Rs.2,500 can be utilised
for expansion works. Thus every school will get uniformly what
it deserves and there will be no room for criticism of inequal
disteibution of grants. The school need not be given non-
recurring grants-in-aid and thus the reserve fund will swell
enabling the schools to be sclf-reliant and self-sufficient. The total
fee income of the aided institutions comes to be about 60
lakhs of rupees and if my suggestion is given effect to the Govern-
ment will incur an additional expenditure of Rs. about 9

“lakhs. This amcunt is very modest and Government expends

every year under different heads a sum much more than this
by way of grant-in-aid to the aided institutions. This amount
may not be sufficient to the schools but every school will know
what amount it will get and will be in a postition to adjust
the projects accordingly. For construction of big projects
Government should adopt a principle issuing interest-free loans
payable in a number of years from that saving of the reserve
fund. Loans may be issued to the schools varying from 10 to 20
thousands and thus the buildings of the schools will improve
and we also need not go to the Minister or D. P. L. for favour
of grants which will relieve  the Education Department
and  Education Minister from much trouble and unpleasant-
ness. As 1 have said, Sir, Government is spending a consider-
able sum of Rs. 8 to 9 lakhs every yvear as non-recurring
grants but these grants are issued without any fixed policy and
grants are given mostly under pressure. This should be avoided.
But whenever a special reason  arises say for instance, 4 scl_wol
building is gutted by fire or eroded by river, then certalnl);
Government should come forward with liberal grants Lo 1“*3'3
the situation but normally no discrimination should be 1M =
in the matter of distributing grants-in-aid te the aided institus
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tions and this 40 per cent reserve fund will be the amount
for all normal purposes.

Another very important matter I want to bring before
the House is that we have been continuously hearing about
the deterioration of the standard of education. This has of
late engaged the attention of the press also and thisis a good
sign. While it must be admitted that the reasons for the deteri=
oration of the standard of education are many and varjed and
some of them are deep rooted in  the very socio-
economic set up of the society, yet, Sir, I feel that appreciable
measure of improvement can be effected by a better system of
teacher education, educational guidance and better supervision-
There has been some effort to increase the number of seats in
the training institutions. But an impression has been created
that the desire fo improve quantitatively has led to the
sacrifice of quality to some extent. The very fact that supervi-
sion of the training institutions is generally confined t0
checking of accounts and other administrative irregularities and
such works, proves that the training institutions are left to
themselves withoug any benefit of expert advice or experience
on educational guidance. The training institutions can justify
the huge outlay of expenditure only if teachers coming out ©
these training institutions are hetter fitted to do thejr job well.
I have grave doubt as to whether an appreciable number of
teachers coming out of these training institutions have heen
able to BEe good account of _themselves as trained teachers
in actual imparting of instructions (o the pupils.

It has often been s5id :
and so the standard of edy that our ed
-days it has become
or in an educational
education and 10 say

S ucational policy is wrong
‘Lnltlon has been deteriorated., Now-a-
atf”a.]’ Whether in a public meeting
gthalflmg’ to denounce the system of
olicy. Even we do p We have been following a wrong
students that we have I3e<(f;)t 1‘efran‘] from saying before the
education we are impartil{guis pu”slillng a wrong policy and the
ing the wrong il Us€less, that we have been
tgg\?:g?rient, and sol:)c;:,lcy that wag iﬁtroduccd by the British
have not been able to giye Y Submission is that'so long as we
of education we have p an alternative policy and programme
and teachers that the Systen:]c,? lto say before the students
P ron ey . ve are fee i
absolutely ‘:lljomg: auhd useless. hiscat;o? W ; ﬂr 'havmg 11
help to undermine the eagerneg; op sort of utterances only
disloyalty to the the €Cucationg) .. Students for study Pa‘n_d
system of education liag alse  DStitutions and teachers. This
0 prodeced eminent men in our



1938 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 3083

educational training
deterior=
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country. So teachers should have good
and guidance so that education may be effective and
tion of the standard of education is not due to the wron
and uselessness of the system of education. 3
Another fact, Sir, is that we have training institutions at
different levels and of different grades, We have the Basic
Training institutions, Guru Training, Senior Basic Training,
Normal Schools, B. T. Classes, and so on. As my Friend, Shrl
Barthakur, said there is some confusion about the ideal of our
education and thus we have not been able to adopt 2 definite
policy ahbout our education. If Basic education 1s our goa
then we should give more stress on Basic Training an the
training in Normal Schools becomes redundant. Because the
programme of trainingin Normal Schools is meant for the
Primary Schools. Again there isno co-ordination of the different
levels of training schools and their —programmes of training.
Education is of one organic growth and the different stages ©
it are something like the preparations for the next higher stage.
Therefore the (raining programmes of teachers of different
levels of training schools should be so adjusted so that oné
stage becomes the stepping stone for the next stagé o
education and the pupils are given instructions accordingly. So,
Sir, I suggest that an Advisory Board should be set up for bringing
about the co-ordination of the programmes of the different
levels of Training Institutions and in that Advisory Board all
h_sve]s of Training Institutions, whether conducted by the Univer-
sity or conducted by the State Government, should be repre-
sented and all Training Institutions other than those conducted
by the University should be brought under the State Government.

_Sir, if we want to improve education in our schools, the
entire system of supervision needs a radical change. Unless
the inspection of the schools can be better conducted, education
cannot improve. There are schools, even L. P. schools going
on without inspection for years. Instances are also not raré where
the inspecting staff completes inspection of schools without going
to the schools. This cannot improve matters. So beg to
suggest that the number of Sub-Inspectors should bé increase
so that there may be atleast one Sub-Inspector for eac Deve-
lopment Block and each Sub-Inspector should not be allotted
more than 60 schools. Balvantry Mehta Committe€ also has
made a similar suggestion. As the Deputy Inspectors of Schools an;
ﬁ}?ft]y- cng?gcd in administrative works of School Boare® and fin¢

e time for supervisional work iddle P
should be one A(lljditioual Dg;)?llth onfs t.lgl:toﬁécll‘déach Subdivision
specially entrusted with the wgrk (}))f “educational supervision
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For regular and efficient supervision of the Secondary and
Training Schools it is necessary to strengthen both in
quality and quantity the Inspectorate at a level corresponding
to the Assistant Inspectors of schools. There should be one
District Education Officer who should be entrusted only with
the supervision of tcaching of Secondary and Training Schools
and giving educational guidance to the teachers of these in-
stitutions. These District Education Officers should be men
of brilliant academic record with creative and imaginative
insight. They should be so recruited so that they may bhe
appointed as Inspectors of Scliools if and when vacancy arises.
These Education Officers should be entrusted with the super-
vision of the works of the Sub-Inspectors and Deputy Tnspector,
of Schools. .T_hcse Ii}ducation Officers also should have pro-
fessional training in educational guidance. I stress upon
professional training deliberately hecause every profession has
developed certain technicalities and unless one is trained in
the technique of that profession he cannot be expected to do
his job well. The District Education Officer should not be
burdened with any routine administrative work and he should
have time and leisure 1o supervige the teaching and inspection
of the teachers and  Sub-Tnspector and Deputy Inspector o
Schools. 1 cannot urge it {pq strongly to impress the House
that unless the entire system of educational supervision is
radically changed, education cannot improve. We have a
jarge number of Officers in the  Education Department but
we do not want highly qualified persons with their brilliant
records and attainments here and abroad to endorse pay bills
and to_ distribute - grantsin_aiq © Tpese specialised persons
should be treated as techpjcy] persons and their experience and
Speciahsahonf?}iould be bhegrer utilised in works f{or which they
are more useful.  So long ;¢ Inspectors are looked upon as
mere admMINISIrative pergonpq ) Whose duty isonly that of fault
finding; education in schools cannot improve, however mueh we

Liply the numbhe, :
may mu I of officers, The Inspectors should be
looked upon by the teachers as friends and guiCI]) e

hen, Sir, another .. ; ;
rl;f-a; d:) n(,)t get theip li’)l_ob]cm i that our Lower Primary
¥

£ the most cliﬂirnlcp nlﬁl fegularly and timely. This 1
Jot of dissatisfacgs,. o108 for our teachers and this has
S te. Payment }, %0 10 the teachers throughout the
“as beyond a ceermmY Order has found to be in-
slfoctive lo not accepy M0 number of Money Orders the
Sy nmii‘te‘]p them aily and in the Branch Post

the 1;:1 3avmg AMount js 10 always found ready. The
filcasit DEIICHT Maytipe experimented by app'ointing

teﬂﬂ]l
one ©
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a person with cash security and he should be provided with
a car or jeep and payment may be made on certain appointed
dates in certain specified centres. If this system is considered
risky and troublesome then payment should be made by
Hundis. The Hundis should be sent to the teachers and
Government should appoint certain authorised firms or business
man of reputation who will make payment to the teachers on
presentation of the Hundis and they in turn will get them
cashed from some Bank at a certain percentage of commission.
This will make payment casy and regular.

Then, Sir, regarding the pay scales of the teachers there is
a lot of anomalies of the teachers of different levels. I do not
know how the recommendations of the Pay Committee have
affected in other departments but the scales recommended to
the teachers have caused great disappoinment. As regards
some categories of teachers there is no recommendation at all.
Besides the anomalies in the recommendations of the Pay
Committee there are cases of wilful negligence of the Education
Department to ameliorate the legitimate grievances of the
teachers. For instance some time in 1951 a circular was issued
that the untrained teachers of Lower Primary schools who have
been in service for more than 15 years or who are more than
40 years of age should be treated as trained teachers for their pay
and prospects. But this benefit has not been extended to the
teachers of the Lower Primary section of the Middle Vernacular
Schools managed by the same Education Boards. The D. A. of
Rs.5 granted recently to the teachers of the Lower Primary
Schools has not been extended to the teachers of the Lower
Primary sections of the Middle Vernacular Schools. It is not
proper. The pay of the teachers of the Lower Primary and
the teachers of the Lower Primary section of the Board managed
Middle Vernacular schools is the same but the benefits extend-
ed to the teachers of the Lower Primary schools have been
improperly denied to the teachers of the Middle Vernacular
schools who are clearly entitled to. Asg regards the D. A. recent-
ly granted to the teachers of the Lower Primary schools I
suggest that this amount should be merged with their basic
pay and the hasic pay should be raised by Rs.10 per month.
In that case the State Government can approach the Central
Government for 50 per cent contribution of the increased pay
but in case of D. A. it is only State’s concern. The State Go-
vernment is not to incur any additional expenditure but the
teachers will get another Rs.5 if the Central Government can
be made to agree to pay the 50 per cent of the total increment
made to the teachers. There has been a lot of anomalies as
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regards the tea 2
Schools. MUCEIH;;S?U;? t;lc Sovernment Middle Vernacular
was issued to the elf“ectlgﬁ as]l o e il ciCilat
below Rs:100555 atall Government employees getting
Rs.5. b 5 pay _allowance will get a flat increment r
.5, but this was denied t T 2
Mlddl S o the teachers of the Government
in the Grades A an((':l Eo s. Teachers who have been scrving
cadres have not been oi under Assam Lower School = Service
of pay. So also the ngen- the corresronding increased scale
High English Schools ilsﬁ wlllth the teachers of the Government
scale has been recomm e ave been serving in Grade A. No
ing Schools. Al thes ended to the teaching stafl of the Train-
I suggest that a hi he ki be immediately removed. S0
T chpstifited to gexa{.:ﬁ}wmed committee should be immediate-
e et as e whlilég a}lll these an_omahes and suggest
et should be implemented by the
Then, Sir, comin o :
Sanskrit education is %h‘éomso?sltlsrlgul :{fltlésasl%r_l, I. should say that
say that Sanskrit is the mother 0% all [nl(lrjﬁct now. We often
the vehicle of otr culture and heritage _tlffn languages, 1t 1S
our ethics and religion, but we havc‘ gn 5 it is the language o
not to speak of its expansion but eve f? given any attention
crnditional Tigl System is-a -complet nfo_f its preservation. The
coming out of the Tol after hP et (21\1 ure because a student
:ve him bread. Further, nor is study finds that it cannot
5 < . as 1
scholars of the subjcc-. For i;ct?OQHILlO"& been given to the
he passes the Normal Trainin Sﬁm?e o ) atriculate teacher if
ccale of pay B v ther ifl% e is given a benefit of higher
pation he is not recognised ei passes a Sanskrit Title exami-
on. To geta Title n Studas‘ having an additional qualifica-
but he gets no recognition arfcllu }1;Cqu1t_-cs 10 to 12 years of study
the subject for all these. Wi i( 28T q]q no incentive {o study
teach Vernacular subjects w ‘lﬁ 1011‘1 0 A.nskrlfc a teacher cannot
A compulsory Sibiec o thL ¢ So Sf}nskrlt should be made
not be jmproved by the % ﬁCOnrlglally schools. Sanskrit can
mittee Was C_Onstitutcd to gglcsent e on}y_ A com-
and pOPU‘_a”W_Of the teacl S IOEET, for the improvement
has submitted its report I»\}lng of Sanskrit and this Committee
give 2 careful cansideration (¢ and trust that Government will
repol‘t- nh to the recommendations ot the
AI:OthCIl‘ ﬂ;&ttw, Sir, T w ]

rnelish 20C iddl 30E Wane 10 state is about the Mij
Iszé]t%ools and. High 31_31&1}81}511 Madrassas and High Enjglci]slﬁ
Middle Enghsh and Middla&a‘s. 'Ih certain PlaCeS there e

also High English Schorle hnghﬂ’.l\'{adm”as side by side
ols and High Madrassas in Certa?g
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other localities. Middle English Schools and Middle English
Madrassas are of the same standard and teach the same courses
with the difference of Arabic and Persian compulsorily taught
in the Madrassas. So also in case of High Schools and High
Madrassas.  These two types of schools also teach the same
courses of study and are of the same standard. In the High
Madrassas more emphasis is given on classical subjects and the
subjects are taught through Arabic a.nd Persian in certain
systemn of Madrassas, Madrassas and High Schools should_ not
be encouraged in the same locality. it doubles the expenditure
of education and encourages the separatist and secterian ten-
dencies. Provision can be very well made for the teaching of
Arabic and Persian in the Middle English and High English
Schools and in fact there are such provisions. For teaching of
Arabic and Persian one teacher may do and for the other
subjects the same staff will serve the purpose. Different
arrangement can be made for religious teaching if thought
necessary. Separate institutions in the same locality for these
courses of study not only leads to duplication of expenses but
is positively detrimental for the growth of common interest and
unity in outlook. This also affects the democratic feelings in
a democratic state, Further we are going to adopt the three
years Degree Courses in the University stage and Secondary
Schools are to be up-graded to Higher Secondary stages with
a view to adjust the courses of study. AsHigh Schools and High
Madrassas are of equivalent status we shall also have to examine
how the High Madrassa can be fitted in the new set up.

Then, Sir, regarding the Gauhati University Act I feel very
strongly that it requires immediate amendment. I tabled
a resolution for the amendment of the Gauhati University
Act but for want of time I am afraid it may not come before
the House for discussion. The Gauhati University Act and
the Gauhati University Amendment Act have been found to
be defective in many respects.  The Development Board con-
stituted according to the provisions of the Amendment Act
has been disfavoured by the University Grants Commission.
Shri Deshmukh when he visited the University last year made
this perfectly clear to the University authorities that there will
be difficulty in obtaining grants as no grant can be extendée
to the University Development Committee, The University
Grants Commission recognises the University and not the
Development Committee. Besides there are certain clauses in
the University Act which are opposed to democratic I_Jflﬂmplcs'
For instance as regarcs the constitution of the ‘Executive : 0‘;;1&
cil, it may be pointed out that two Principals are t0 be elec
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from their own body but these two seats are ex-officio. How
elected offices can be Ev-officio T do not understand. If this is
regular, then there are certain other elective offices in the
University Court which also can by analogy claim to be
ex-officio. The two seats in the Executive Council, because they
were elected with the beginning of the University, will be
occupied by the same persons because they were elected to be
ex-officio. Is it not against any test of democratic principles ?
There are many instances of this type and I request the
Government to bring about an amendment of the Act im-
mediately. The University should also be pressed to open

technical courses of study like Tea and Oil Technology for the
interest of the children of the soil.

I want to say a few words about the Kamrup Music Col-
lege of Gauhati. This College was established ten years ago
but no non-recurring grant has been given to it. Omnly a sum
of Rs.100 has been given as recurring grant per month. But this
Clollege has been affiliated to the Bhatkhande University and
had brilliant results last year. Another College was started on
96th January 1957 at Gauhati as a rival College to this and
that College has been given a non-recurring grant of Rs.5,000
in March, Z.e., after two months of its existence. So I request
the Government and the Education Minister to give a surprise
visit to both the Music Ciolleges of Gauhati and to realise which

one is functioning properly and deserves Government patronage.

Then, Sir, regarding the Middle English Examination
1 beg to state that the examination as it is being conducted
now should not be continued. The compulsory Middle English
Examination as it 1s being continued now is totally unsatisfac-
tory as it leads to waste of time, encourages cramming and
interrupts the normal pace of work in the schools, But I do
not favour its abolition a¢ this stage. It can be abolished easily
but no good will come by this step. The examination if suit-
ably modified may however serve some useful purpose by pro-
viding a minimum standard to assess the quality and teaching
of the schoolli- The examination has served some purpose and
the s':zhcf‘ﬂks_1 d}‘)’e SOME attention to the students of Class VI and
emphasis 148 DECN given (4 teaching of the subjects in which

the examjnahpn is taken i i :
examination ridden sq - Our whole education system is

: It is not to decry examination i
o level, B propelr ry € amin n 1n
a gﬁid s SllLlltdcfn feel that this examination should be
m . : S are not v much over
attention may be given t very mu burdened and

ation should be 10 the really important subjects, The

examin Simplified so as to consist of four papers
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only, English, Mother Tongue and Mathematics should be
compulsory and the fourth subject should be selected by lot
from the remaining subjects and should be announced only just
one month before the date of examination. This will reduce the
burden of examination without at the same time leaving no scope
for neglecting the other subjects. The examination should be
of objective type and will be able to be completed in two days.
The number of examination centres should be increased so that
the examinees can find the examination centre within a walking
distance. The result of the examination will have to be com-
pleted within 45 days and the examination should be held at
the last week of November and the result will have to be
announced by 15th of january. The results should be com-
municated to the respective Head Masters and the Head Master
will announce the results after taking into consideration the
progress and records of the particular student in the school.
A student must pass the external examination, but his promo-
tion will also depend upon the progress records of the class, In
this way I feel the examination can be modified and better
results may be expected. The examination will also serve in
propagating new educational ideas to the students. Simplified
in this way the examination will be free from the defects.
With these words, Sir, T support the demand and oppose the
Cut Motions,

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery) : farar &
T F I T F Agd g wwd AF w7 TFE T AR T AT
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Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon):
M. Speaker, Sir, while opposing the Cut Motions of my Friends,
I want to make a few observations so far as education of our
State is concerned. Sir, education is the back-bone of the
nation, without education, democratisation of a State and esta-
blishment of a socialistic pattern of society and achievement of
the goal of a welfare State are nothing but mere impossibilities.
No development can be achieved without education. Education
of the British regime was not to develop our mental faculties but
to produce some clerks. Like administrative machinery, edu-
cational system has not been changed or reformed totally till now.
We are glad that Government has taken up the question of
reorganisation of Primary and Secondary education of the
State. Basic education has been introduced and Government
has decided to takeover the management of the Basic Education
Board. Sir, basic idea of basic education is very good and bene-
ficial to us but the principle and idea behind it has not been main=
tained in the true sense of the term. 8ir, another great factor ©O°
the slow progress of our primary education is that the ma_,onté
of our Lower Primary Schools have one teacher school zeml
over and above this, there is no proper inspection atn ?hé
Therefore, it is not possible for one teacher to teach 2
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classes of a school where the number of students will not be less
than 70or 80. Naturally he has to pay attention to classes II
and III, and as a result the childrenof classes A, B and I are
neglected. In this connection I may say that neither the
parents at home nor their teacher at the school pay good
attention to the little children during this most important
period of the time of the little children. As a matter of
fact this importan: period to psychogical development remains
neglected causing great hindrances to their development. So I
would request the Government that all one teacher schools
should be granted additional teachers. In this connection, for
the improvement of our Primary education, I want to draw the
attention of the Government to the publication which appeared
in the Hindusthan Times, March, 15, 1958, regarding the Esti-
mates Body’s Plea-Report to Lok Sabha, reading as follows :—
“According to the report the committee feels ~that the most
important and crucial period of life of a child is being left
almost entirely to be shaped in a haphazard. state by a number
of uncontrolled and unco-ordinated bodies which are not
governed by any uniform policies laid down by the Government
%y this behalf.”” Sir, another portion of the above publication
reads as follows—

«The Committee has suggested that the Ministry of Edu-
cation should make efforts in co-operation with the State
Governments to increase the number of institutions for
training teachers for Primary Schools and encourage cheaper
schools for the children of poor people who cannot afford to
send their children to costly schools at present working in the
field.” '

Sir, another important thing I want to point out is that
female teachers, specially motherly teachers, should be engaged
to impart education to the little children of Primary Schools as
generally women has got more patiences and has got more
knowledge regarding children’s psychology, so that the charac-
ters of the children can be moulded properly. That is why we
have seen that education to the children was imparted by the
female teachers in the Aryan age. In this report also 1t
has also suggested the same thing, Let me quote it here, Sir—
“Expressing the view that it would be better to have women
teachers for child education, the committee has suggested that
the Government should encourage women with requisite quali-
fications to enter more and more in the field of pre-primary
education as tC&CheFS, offer them stipends during the course of
their training and give them extra amenities while in service
specially in rural areas such as housing, etc.

i meesreessid. ..
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As regards the administration of primary schools the com-
mittee has suggested that the recommendations of the Kher
Committee should be implemented so as to achicve some uni-
formity. It has also suggested that the State Government may
de requested to examine the complaint that teachers under the
control of Local Boards suffer from certain handicaps like non-
payment of salaries in time and their utilisation for non-educa-
tional purposes, and, if necessary, exercise more direct contrel
on the general administration of primary education to eliminate
the existing evils™.

Myr. SPEAKER : If the hon. Member reads the entire
report, I am afraid, she will not get time to speak.

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigoan):
I am referring to the few lines of the report, Sir. Now, with
regard to the basic system of cducation, it is unfortunate that
after its introduction we do not find that it has proved very
successful. I draw the attention of the Government to do
something so that our education should be reformed and im-
proved so that it be of practical help to the students. Provision
for proper inspection must be made. Let me come to the ques-
tion of compulsory Middle English Examination in the High
Schools of our State. Sir, much has been discussed regarding
the present statc of affairs regarding the Middle English Exami-
nation which has been made compulsory in the High English
School. I admit that examination is necessary to test the intelli-
gence of the students and it is the mile stone of knowledge. But
at the same time we must also admit that it should be cor}duct-
ed properly. But in the present arrangement prevailing in the
State, we have seen thatit has not been conducted properly.
Sir, it is pure and simple that an officer with the help of some
office assistants cannot conduct an examination efficiently when
the number of the examinees run to about 50,000. I hepe
Governments will do the needful without any delay.

Sir, in our State about 1/3rd of our population belongs to
labourers, Government have undertaken schemes for the im-
provement of the lots of the primary schools in the tea ga_l'anii
We are glad to hear this and hope that it will be mater:ahsca
as soon as possible. Sir, there is great disparity -bct_weqnm
Government teacher and a teacher serving in aided ‘mstztutlgos‘
so far as their security of service, scales of pays future Pr
pects, etc., are concerned,
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Sir, in 1956, we had 25 colleges, 4365 High Schools, 1,504
Middle English and Middle Vernacular schools, 12,898 Lower
Primary schools, 612 junior basic and 28 senior basic schools.
Out of this one is Government college and very few are Govern-
ment schools and others are at the mercy of the Managing
Committees and Governing Bodies. My submission to ‘he
Government is that Government should have control over the
internal administration of these Committees, I mean he Mana-
ging Committees and Governing Bodies. The security of ser-
vice, justice and equity must be assured to the teachers because
there are instances that some Governing Bodies and Managing
Committees are doing gross injustice to teachers for which aided
institutions sometimes becomes halting places of teachers.
Simple allocation of money cannot improve education. Sincerity
must be rendered to have the sincerity of service of the teachers.

Now let me come to the question of University. Sir, the
Gauhati University should have introduced subjects which are
of special interest to the State of Assam wiz: Agronomy, An-
thropology, etc. I hope along with those subjcc}s the Univer-
sity should introduce subject like Home Ecouomics which will
be of great help to the women students. 1 hope Government
will insist the University for it as it will help our students to a
grea.t extent.

To another fact, I want to draw tlie attention of the
Government and that is about the question of the under-matri-
culate persons in our villages, As no Goverument job is possi-
ble for them to get for their under-education, Government
should provide vocational education to these persons., They
have become a headache to the Government and the society.
They should be given some technical training, so that they may
earn their livelihood and become useful citizens of the country
and render their service in nation building activities. Somec-
thing should be done to utilise these under-matriculates, We
should try to give them employment by giving themn some

training and utilise their services in various development
schemes.

Sir, we have got an Agriculture College. In tnis connec-
tion I want to point out that in Assam we have got the tea
industry which is an Important indusiry. Some education, so
far as cultivation and manufacture of tea is concerned, should be
imparted to the studentsin the Agricultural College. T have come
to undersiand that the Tea Board offered some financial help
fo open post gracluate classes in tea and some refreshers coursein
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the Agricultural College, but I do not know why the scheme has
not materialised. 1 hope Government will pay some attention
to this point and do the needful,

Sir, lastly T want to draw the attention of the Government
that it is necessary to overhaul the present educational system
which has become very essential in the changed circumstances.
I hope Government will do something in this important matter.

With these words, Sir, T oppose the Ciut Motion and support
the motion moved by the Education Minister.

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patherkandi (Reserve
for Scheduled Castes)]|: =7y 9477 Teziva, FoiF 179 it SR
G Moyt i | o e 4o R O B ER i P

Tttty ol NACHE rfateeT @ At AffFaals a7 (qds S
Blg g frer odq 9EE B 99Fie St ddere ol2fs shE Fies
sigqizear | aah - Machanised ¢4 Machanised SBig fitgn € f@=0
Tty | ezt €2 AR fs © fe uar 4qcds | qefwe ATrT St
fifg o5 71 Z¥ TOMRA @A GIHATF FIT (WEM (A 77 @7 AA7 ST | @R
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a9T IR wEem 00 siAT @72, ANTw 4R FoEcg | 9FAE
i3 TwACEA A9 oA qlfw w€FE WlT ofdl ofe wemed I
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Shri KHOGENDBA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, while I was in Class VIIT e
have read one English poem which runs like this -

“My days among the dead are pas,
Around me I behold,

Wherever these casual eyes are cast
the mighty minds of old. >

The underlying ic_iea. is that the peot laments over the death
of the intellectual giants who have kept the vast wealth of
knowledge M_J(‘-llmulated in their valuable books. But unfortu-
nat.ely these m'tellectual giants are no longer there to guide the
Beicly: Sir, since the very inception of human society these
wise men of the past have kept their accumulated wealth of
wisdom and experience rvecorded in their books and the
subsequent geit‘\eratlons are profited from their
the purpose of education is to open y e

; p the path for acquirin
thcsc}?as(; kHOWIe? &€ and experiences so tha{) there may 1rlot b%,
anyu. 1n renCE;f Okl 01[{‘ v}’()ung hOyS and gil']s i]] t‘he aljalh Of
agquirement nowledge, But unfortunately we find our
hindrences on the path of acquiring k : :
year by year, increasing, Our | ducgtionov]:\;lque is day by day,
Jnore and more obstacles on th n Department is putting

G ¢ path of acquiring these past
knowledges and experiences Yecorded in ll?e bo%)ks oi'G ga:t

writers, Moreover for an instance the education becomes costly as

writings. Now
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the rate of fees is enhanced year after year. Moreover Education
Department changes the syllabuses every year. One book
prescribed for this year is prohibited for the next year and some
other books are again introduced. For an instance—last year
in Class VII staw gagt—This year 3y 2fozpms «gafs 1 In Class
IV—Last year—history—33413 ¥41—This year =f7s 37411 Geo-
graphy—TLast year g gaits; This year =iwd gtafisi |~ This has
created great diffiulty for the poorer section of our people.
They cannot afford the luxury of buying new books every year
for their boys and daughters. After all, Sir, historical facts do
not change every year. The battle of Pallasey took place in
the year 1756 and in all histories the one and the same thing is

written,
Mr. SPEAKER : But geography changes.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH : (Amguri)
Shillong is the Capital of Assam, Peking is the Capital of China,
It remains so this year and also in subsequent years, I therefore
do not see any point in changing the syllabus every year.
However, there may be some addition—such as “‘a bridge over
the Brahmaputra is proposed {o be constructed at Gauhati” when
the question of importatce of Gauhati comes anew for this new
addition, subsequent addition will do. Entire bovk needs no
replacement. If constant change of books is done, poor parents
will not be able to send their children to schools in fear of
increasing expenditure every year. I hope Government will be
pleased to consider this matter. "Last year Government was
pleased to give us an assurance to this effect on the floor of the
House.-But they do not seem to pay heed to their promises, they
do not keep their own words. This will be successful only in
jeopardising the scope of education of the poer section of the

people.

Democracy means government of the people, by the people
and for the people. So, if the people are not educated, then
certainly this pelicy in democracy cannot be fulfilled. Today’s
youths are leaders of tomorrow, The growth of nation, the
growth of industry, agriculture, civilisation, etc., depend upon
the children of to-day. So, the future governance of the
country rests upon the youths of to-day. Therefore 2 good
policy for the good education of our youths should be adopted
and it should be free. In some countries like, Burma, Russia,
etc., there is no fee for education and there is no pro
regard, and (here is great freedom for promotion of ed

plem in this
veation to
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the children. If we want to establish here a fulfledged demaocracy

then the road for education should alway:s be free for our
future generations.

The pay scale that has been recommended by the Pay
Committee for the teachers of our educational mstitutions 1s 10t
sound nor it is attractive for the really qualified persons to come
to this Department. A professor gels a pay scale of Rs.350—

Rs.800. But a Divisional Forest Officer gets a pay scale of

Rs.600 to 900. This shows a great difference between these two
while a Divisional Forest Officer can be produced by a f_’l‘?f}"ﬂs{)'{
whereas a Professor cannot be produced by a Divisiona
Forest Officer. '

Now, technical educatiion should go side by side with general

education. In the villages the people having general edlgcatlcfll_
are found to be remaining unemployed. There are in this way
a large number of educaied people who are remaining unem-
ployediu the whole State, In my cadastral village there are 100
houses with 25 unemployed youths. From this it is evident that
one person or youth in 4 families is unemployed. There are
altogether about 25,000 villages in the State and if we roughly
say that atleast 5 youths in a village are unemployed then we
find that in all about 125,000 youths approximately are remain-
ing unemployed due to having no proper provision for technical
education. So, Sir, provision should be made for giving
technical or vocational education for our vouths, for instance,
for making matches, papers, and so many other things and also
§lving training in engine driving, motor driving, etc. Unless
and until our youths get some avenues of life in Assam after
their school education then this democracy will be meaningless
and our democracy cannot be worth the name and peace will
‘ave no basis at all and as a result corruption, favouritism
%nd nepotism will further settle themselves throughout the State,
'vgéaltig:lmlk_(}pymmneln will consider this and try to open some
- al institutions so that our youths can be employed. Sir,

* also agree that our Government has no definite policy
regarding basic education

: 1 _as there is 1o proper syllabus for it.
}h};nr?;:‘ !;};?t ::Z:;; :: a basic institution at] D'Esangmu{(h’ but in
P L nation the students of this institution have to
appear alier having the same syllabus as is practised in the
general nptnutxons: This shows that the ideal of our basic
edu:lzatllon is frustrating, Government is in between Scylla and
Caribdis as to which way it should go it does not know.
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The other day our Education Minister in answer fo a
question said that he did not know also who had given promises
for C.I. sheets to the shools. But I should like to inform him
that there are so many schools which were given promises for
C.1. sheetsif the frame is fitted with timber. I ask the Govern-
ment to enquire whether such promises were given by the Chair-
man of the School Boards. There ate so many schools which
have not a single C. I. Sheet though these are fitted with timber.
For want of C.I. Sheets many schools dare running down.
I therefore suggest that Government should make an enquiry
and provide C.1. Sheets according to the requirements of the
schools, 1 hope all the colleges and schools in our State will
have C.I. Sheets very soon so that we can pul our heads
together. =

Adjournment
The House then adjeurncd for lunch till 2 ».a.
After lunch

.. Shri KAMAKSHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Lducation) :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, I welcome the important
suggestions given by different sections of the House with regard
to the way in which education can be re-organised 11 the State.
Many defects have been pointed out and I have no difficulty in
owning them, As a matter of fact, Sir, within the last few years,
there has been tremendous expansion of ecucation in the State.
I think of ali the States of India, Assam is onc of those States
i which educational expansion is taking place ata very fast
Pace. Shri Nilmoney Barthakur said that education should be
one of the most important industries of the State. It was 1n
another sense he said so, but I am able to accept this in its
l}te‘ral sense also, because 1 feel that apart from all other
ée“_CIOpmental activities of the State, it is the educational
development activities which are expanding with a fast pace,
: Edmtécil s0 that education may be described as the biggest
S tustry of the State at the present time. The fact bas heen,
Sir, that the expansion has been occurring in spite of the
mover-nment. If I may use a comparison, it might ]3‘6 gaid that

per cent of the educational structure of Assam is Govers®
ment-owned and 90 per cent non-Government owned: The
people have not waited for Government to come forward and
take steps in different directions : hey have taken if in their
own hands and gone on expanding education at different levels,

including the zollegc level. Therefore, thes¢ has been an
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uncorrelated development, so much so that Government finances
are incapable of coping with the educational expansion in the
private sector. If the private sector had been capable enough
to own and open these schools, build them and properly stafl
them, then many of the difficulties would not have arisen.
But what happened, Sir, is that the private sector also has
opened schools even without buildings, even without adequate
accommodation and without proper stall. The result has been
that with very inadequate arrangements institutions have growh
up. In some places they have grown up because a great
necessity was there ; in some places they have grown up becausc
competition was there between different villages, and, therefores
we find the educational institutions growing up in different
shades and forms, with diflerent arrangements, different
successes or failures, and the result has been that there has been
a great deal of adulteration of standards.

Now, Sir, it has been asked what is the educational policy
of the Government. Naturally, Sir, the educational policy oF
any policy of any Government is determined basically by
financial resources. Now the resources of the State, so far
as education is concerned, are fairly applied. Our resourceé
are small, but we have tried to expand education ata vely
fast pace so far as our resources permit, but in terms of
the requirements of the people it is extremely inadequate-
Therefore, there is a great gap between our financial capabilities
and the requirements of the State, not merely in education but
in all other spheres also. But in education, it is specially
emphasised because people understand the value of education,
are demanding education and are going forward to establish
Educa.tlonal institutions with their own efforis and the gap
d;twee}l:T the requirements and the resources grows wider every
usya‘n d aOW, g_li, so far as the resources are cpncerned, they ti€
Cxpansio(;m? ingly we hlave to frame the pullc}f al_su, So far as
that g r:1 0 educatmp is concerned, the Constitution lays dowlll
B R LEG ol s epanded quickly B S
demoeracy bgcz SO 11(:(.(_355211‘)" m a democratic society, otherwisé
e sl edugr:rzi?is n:lpfxlect.. Therefore, so far as the
BuE policy fo do w0 b?:z 2 fl le primary level is concerned, 1t 15
BERE Tevels s onioos b?:l Bias the expansion of education at
College level, expansi ned, viz,, the Middle, High Schools of
ment of -‘Standardgcﬁlll 10111 11‘% not the policy. It is the improves
Fact this should hy e u}(, nas to be the policy. As a matter Pf
the last few years %inr)xc(gl the policy of the State, but within
since people werh”. ¢ Government did not apply control and

€ in a position to expand sghools on their own,
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the schools expanded and the result has been: considerable.
As a matter of fact, I was just looking through certain figures
and T was surprised to find that there are nearly 700 Middle
English schools in the State, which isa very large number,
and about 500 Middle Vernacular schools and the High schools®
number is also nearly 400. Now, naturally all these Middle
English Schools tend to become High Schools. We have nct
been able to give adequate stafl, adequate accommodation a\_ncl
adequate hostel arrangements even for' the High Schools which
exist in the State to-day. I had a chance to visit some of the
schools during the last recess and I found every school sas
bursting to capacity, the number of students in each class had
grown more than the class could hear, and every school wanted
more money for expansion. On the top of it, all the Middle
English schools are desiring to become High Schools
and I can inform the House that not merely to-day but in
the fcreseeable future also the chances of the Education Depart-
ment getting adequate money for the purpose of building these
schools into good institutions, giving them adequate hostel
accommodation , etc, are very slender. Therefore we have to
look into this problem basically through economics, and
cconomically speaking, Sir, the capacity of any State for
spending on cducation is determined by the cconomic afluence
and productivity of the State. And I may say that the capa-
city of a State for spending on any schemes . is alsc
determined hy its surplus money, its capacity to. bear
taxes, etc, Thess are the factors which unltimately determine
the problem of expansion of education in the State. In this way
we find that expansion of prodution, expansion. of economic
activity in the State has not been commensurate with the
demands of the State for amenitics. Therefore, T think, time
h_"is come for the State to revise our attitude towards Fducation.
Now what is happening ? . Most of the -schools are not
adequately staffed, not adequately housed, with the result that

the percentage of failure is tremendous so that for every. rupees

spent nearly 8 annas is wasted, This is a colossal waste even
fgr a very rich State, not to speak of a poor State like ours.
For a poor State like ours we must not waste even a pie.

we come to this conclusion then inevitably we come 10 t'hc
g‘esolve that whatever school above the primary stage Wé build
it is adequately staffed, adequately housed so that the result of
that school would be that 70 to 80 per cent would.  pass and
the failure might be minimised. Then we come to the gonelusion
again that we have come to a stage in the State here. -the
policy of Middle English and High ~“School educatio® and even
i A & e | s : 1 hc
College Education should hereafter be one af improving t
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standard, We must apply ourselves to improve the standard
rather than mere expansion of the schocls, If we go on
expanding the schools without improving the standard the
result would be still more disastrous, Our students at high
school level are not able to stand on a level with the students
of other States. Why should it be so ? The adulteration is
very great. Many schools exist only in name without adequate
staff and without adequate accommodation. They should not
be high schools, they cannot be high schools, they cannot impart
high school education, Let us compare a Government High
School which has 80 to 90 per cent teachers who are graduates
with a private High School with a percentage of only 20 or less
graduate teachers. How the result of such schools can be com-
parable with the result of a Government High School ? So, unless
our people realise that we are a poor State and that we must
husband our resources as best as we can, I would draw the
attention of the hon. Members here as well as outside and in the
country at large to give their co-operation and assistance so that
the expansion of higher education mierely in terms of institu-
tions might be stopped and total energy might be applied for
improving the quality of education in existing institution.
Quality versus quantity is the question today and I have no
doubt thatin the middle and high schools stage the students
should apply themselves toimprove the quality rather than
quantity. NOW we are going to have a three years’ Degree
course. Lhe result would be that intermediate education
will be merged with high school education or the high
sC.hools would be upgraded to the intermediate stage. That
will be a tremendous change. The idea is that ordinary edu-
cation should completely stop at Matriculation stage so that
students who want to go for any line would be able to do so,
they Ill}ll‘ght ,%0 ‘rlil Mc:.dlcal,_ to Engineering or to Agriculture as
they l‘c'th 0 Matriculation shofild become for all practical
gurposc.s € total education which the man should receive

efore he goes out in the W 4 € cev.
OI‘ . o - - s
concerned that sho Id. So far as higher education i

: uld be confined 10 people ave high
antelllcctuarll 1:_‘:’;"’;3,‘" and who want to glo or h;glligr h:ducatigﬂ
::%ct gaﬁcofoztlr :ltlscl 2t present there is a general tendency on
does not obtain in 03?15 t0 go in the same line which practice
ot e HCCesser countries, In other conntries educa-
who want to go bEyon?;ryhomy in the primary stage. People
b f5F * ediication o tt at to ‘hlgher technical line they only
grandj out. But “'ha‘rio }?]&tl'l(‘.t‘l]ﬂtiqn stage and there they
who should have stp 5 happening In our country? Peop]e
into the Middie anl'ﬂpm at the primary stage merely glide
s ‘MEUSH - stage and peopie who should have
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stopped at the Middle English stage simply glide into the High
School stage not knowing what is the scope in their life
and what is the scope of their intellectual attainment. In
other countries schools have been forced to appoint educational
attendants or advisers for their students, from the primary stage,
the children are advised as their special attitude, how far they
should go and what should be their education attainment for
certain lines, These are the advices which are given to the
children of those countries so that they may determine their
line of action. But in our country even a student in the college
does not know what he would do after graduation. This
is due to lack of variegation of our education. What about
technical education ? This will require money, but all our
money is spent in the general line. Until and unless money 1
spared for these variegations, maladjustment will go on
in our society and aggravate the situation. 1In our
society there has been wrong planning. We find in our State
peculiarly there is a tendency to open colleges even before the
schools are opened. For instance two Engineering Colleges
have been planned against only one technical institute and
every one knows that you require for every engineer 6 or 10
overscers. This is incorect planning and therefore for this
reason the State should revise its attitude and try to balance 1ts
own realities and if that is done, then 1 have no doubt that

have great appreciation of the suggestion that in every

~ Subdivision there should he a technical school so that students

who are not suited for general line might seek technical
education. T may also say that there is a tendency among the
students who cannot pass Matriculation examination that they
do not want to go for manual line. No country in the world
can be of clerks and theoreticians. In our society gradually
those students who cannot pass Matriculation should gﬂ’fﬂf
manual labour. ‘The tendency for these pcop!c for seeking
0"13" clerkship should go. The women should come in to
the jobs of clerks. Mrs, Barua rightly said that women
should be given sole charge of teaching in the primary schools.
I have great sympathy with her in this so far as primary
education is concerned teaching should be entirely with women
because they have far more ability to teach the children with
kind words and sympathy than men have,

Mr. SPEAKER: In England and America the Proper
form of address of the word ‘teacher’ is ‘she’. .

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Ministess
Education): Yes, Sir, therefore, so far as primary Cd“fa.t'l?ll;
Is concerned teachership should go 1o women, so far a8 “lem—an
and stenographers’ works are concerned that should g0 Rt
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This is the case throughout the world. For our boys io crave
only for clerical jobs and not manual labour is a wrong policy.
So long women did not come forward for education, that was
a different thing, but now women are very enthusiastic for
education and even they demand for education. 1

Shei GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Why a women Minister is not taken as Deputy Minister by the
Government ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,

Education): I have full sympathy for the suggestion.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, Minister is planning from
below.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Sir, I
have no doubt that the hon. Members in this House have
great influence on the society. So I would ask their
co-operation so that they may impress upon our boys that
instead of looking for soft work they ShQuld go for
hard work to make themselves fit tor harder life. I agree
that there should be a technical institution for every sub-
division so that there can be a certificate or diploma course
and that besides this there should be a agricultural school for
each subdivision, There is a tendency in our society that
as soon as a boy goes to Class VI or VII he cannot go for
manual or agricultural work, That is a wrong notion. No
countty in the world can improve unless educated people go
for agriculture and technical work and unless intelligence is

~applied in these branches production will not increase. In

other countries of the world even graduates are going 0
agriculture, not to the desk work but to ploughing. Our society
should accept that idea when it will be accepted then alone
our society will develop in the right direction. Therefore, a
great deal of adjustments are necessary. So, I would request
that instead of expanding high schools, wmiddle schools and
colleges, let us try to funnel all our resources to this new
channel so that we may do better and make a balanced
development of our economy.

Now, Sir, so far as Government effort to check this
pnbalar}c.ed growth, one of the steps taken by the Government
11’:[03’1‘3.:“;:'0“1“'?“0“ of Middle FEnglish School Examination.
o :ly dﬁ;ehw& Si%ld that it has been mismanaged and 10t
improving i e‘:- Darat Gosquu gave a good suggestion iu‘lg
subjects of il -cil;}lnanon.‘ "t‘he suggestion 1is that only ¢
and the ransgnin lddlﬁ' tinglish  should * be * compulsory
£ & e ng subjects not compulsory.  For thss

_Suggested  that there should be a lottery for the
subjects and of these one subject should b= selected
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on the  result of the lottery hefore the  examination
takes place. The rvesult will be thatsince the subiects will
not be known to the students and teachers the student will learn
all the subject. Besides, when these four subjects -~ only
will be examined, this procedure will reduce the ‘workload
and to some extent it will help to announce the results earlier.
Whether this streamlining will be possible that will have to
be examined from the point of view of finance as well as
reference to our department.  Unless; that is done, I cannot
pronource my opinion. I have no doubt 1haf this i's an interest-
ing suggestion and it will be taken into consideration, 3

Sir, this Middle English Examination was introduced = for
two purposes, for checking the unblanced growth . of I:I1g-h
Schools and to improve the standard of education. Fhis
is.also to prevent students getting promotion.to thc_ top clagses
without any proper: examination as was happening in High
Schools in the mofassil, I have no doubt that the  introduc-
tion of this examination. will help to raise the stand'ard- of
education, if it is true that we want to produce qguality and
not quantity of students.

Shri Gopesh Namasudra’

So far as the question raised by
] hing for backward

is concerned that we are not doing anyt
classes, I think, it is a very incorrect charge. The Govern-
ment of Assam has given free studentships to -all the tribal
and scheduled . caste students, so far as students of parents
drawing an income of less than Rs,3,500 are concerned. This

is an extraordinary thing.

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA: 7@ ¥4 T

Fiw dew rEa afla F908 |
Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,

Education) :—For technical reasnos some how it is not always
possible for Govrenment to go ahead so that schiools might not
charge the fees in full. Taking advaniage of this some {nstitutiens

are charging with the idea that when Government gives them
the grants the same will bhe veturned. I admit that this

’s objectionable. We will try to see how it can be readjusted.
but froin the Government  point of view, we have undertaken
financial respomsibilities ‘of giving free education to the
students belonging to the scheduled caste and scheduled
tribe communities. Apart  from this, the Government of
India are giving scholarships to a ];’trge aumber of students
at different stages. I think, Sir, the effort of the ‘rountry
as a whole through scholarships and free studentships 18 one O

e ————
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the most colossal ever undertaken by any country in the world.
Therefore, to say that Government is rather careless about
the backward people, the scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes, is unmerited and a very incorrect charge. I know
my Friend does not mean it.

Now, Sir, so far the question raised that we are actually
assisting the rich people to have education, that will also be
incorrect. There is no such idea in the mind of the Govern=
ment to give education only to the rich people. As a matter of
fact all efforts made by Government in this connection, specially
the two I have just mentioned, are not for the rich peaple but
for the poor people. I have already said that people getting
below Rs. 3,500 as annual income should get these advan-
tages. That is not intended for the rich people, but obviously
it is for the poor people. the psychology that is sought to be
brought about is equalisation in the educational standards
as quickly as possibie. So that charge that we are favouring
only the rich people or any class of people is I think wrong,
Then again Sir so far the question o_f giving grants to the
Schools ; unfortunately in  the beginning there was no
grant from which  to distribute to the schaols—al] these
years we have distributed from the unspent balance. Luckily
there was some fund provided last year out of which we
have distributed. But naturally distributiou was made on
the basis of the report from the Inspectors and the Inspec-
tor took all points into account before making his recommen-
dation. Therefore, to say that there was partiality or
something of thag kinds in the matter of distribution of these
grants is wrong. The whole intention is not partiality but that
schools which deserve should be assisted. 1 have no doubt that
it would be appreciated by my Friends that there is no
discrimination or favouritism whatsoever in this matter, but
the intention is proper distribution,

Now, regrading scholarships I quite realise, Sir, that centr-
alised distribution of of scholarships at minisierial level has
been a very mcorrect step and it must be decentralised.
Sitting at Shillong it is not possible for any single Minister
to decide the competing interest of different students scatiered
all over the country, The hest thing would be to distribute
whatever we can on the basis of the schools. But how it

should be dOf(lle, the Guestion ‘has not been decided, the whole
matt-Crk l?t u‘gosfd Tg-exan"ll’ﬂatlon, and as soon as this is (]Ollc,
Ih_thm 1 € possible to decentralise grant of scholar-
ships.



bk ——-——"-—--———-—‘—————-—-——-4-—=--\.TT L

1958] - DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 3107

With regard to special schools, namely music schools, etc.
At Gauhati there are two music schools which vie with
cach other  at the cost of the students, Both these
schools claim to be colleges but they have nothing to be
called college, the number of students is so low that they
cannot even be called schools. There was rivalry and competition
between them. There was effort from the Department’s side to
merge them into one, but all efforts have been unsuccessful.
I think more than the interest of the students, it was
the Secretary of the institution who is considered para-
mount. So when such things happen it becomes rather
difficult to give grant to such schools. But this matter
is also under examination.

Now, with regard to venture schools. It would be remem-
bered that 3587 new venture schools have been taken over
in the year which has just gone out. Our policy with regard
to these venture schools is gradual taking over. For t_he purpose
of this taking over we have also laid down certain criteria
that is, if they are found to be up to the mark they are taken
over. But then if all the schools qualify suddenly in one
vear, it would be diffiult for Government because of .ﬁnapmal
and other reasons. But finance permiting, our intcpuon is to
take over the wventure schools. Now, Sir, one point Wh}Ch
I want to draw the attention of the House is this, I think
that point was also made by Mrs, Barua, that so far deve-
lopment of schools is concerned one-teacher school is bad.
Tagree. In America, Sir, I was told that in the be ginning
they had one-teacher schools but they were so inefficient
that they had to be scrapped. Now they are having central
schools where students travel as many as 30 miles to attend ;
they travel in buses because they found that it was far better to
read in the central schools rather than in a one-teacher
school. That js so hecoust in a one-teacher schoot, the tea-
cher may be dozing, he may not come to class or he may
not be sufficiently educated, With .the result that the students
suffer. But in a big school  even if one teacher is absent
the students can still have the chance of learning from other tea-
chers or even from students in higher classes. Whereas, as
I have already said, in a one-teacher school if the teacher 15
absent, the result would be zero. In our society there is always
a tendency to open primaty schools inevery village. I think
this is the wrong idea. I feel that so far as primary education
is concerned there should be one big central school a;I
feeder schools may be developed where Classes A B anc
can be taught. When the pupil has completed his 'cd-ucatlgn
in the feeder schoel he can get achance ofjoining thfi
central school for getting hjgﬁcr education, Unless this
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is done; Sir, I think it would not be possible to expand primary
education in ‘our‘State. Qur Prime- Minister Nehru  himself
has rsaid that instead of building houses, let us teach under
the tree, Teach by-all means: If - we tie: educationa
programme with Public Works Department performance - then
as our Prime Minister said; we  won’t-be able to-expand
outt education for' 10, 15 ‘or 20- years. - But if -we - free our
educational programme from the Pubilc Works Department
performance then only it would: be-possible for us to expand
our education on a faster pace.. This question is very important
and - these methods should ~be wutilised -in  our existing
village schools from the lowest level so that when the children
come out of them they can join the central school. '

Now, Sir, another important thing .is that, so long we€
have been building schools and the idea was that a building
is a school, but actually the building does not. mean the school.
What are the arrangements in a real sohool ? First, there
must be a. teacher. But what is our teacher today ? . An
unsatisfied teacher  who thinks that he can teach only as
much as he was paid for. ‘Lhen what is a class ropom, 1O
furniture, no accommodation. - What is alibrary about which
‘one of the hon. Members has said, the number of hooks 1is
‘i not enongh. The child comes to school and sits and as soon
as the bell rings he goes away, there is no intention of
building his mind, to make him think, to appreciate to build
his conduct and character, All these things are found to be out-
side the curriculum of the schools. How can there he a schaol
without. . teaching these very A.B.Cs of the school. So, Sir,
1 say there has been o great mistake .somewhere in . our
;-_g_!u_lca..tion:ﬂ system, \We _ have to take this matter into consi-
deration. _.So,bnf, we should pay more attention te education
than buildings,

~ Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) :
Without buildings how the institutions can iun ?

Shei  KAMAKIIVA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Ed“"’““?n,)nip {311, SIE. 9F my Friend thinks that buildings are
neccss__i_il‘y’,t a ; qtheg us Have'edycation programme which will be
?o-?;dzn?:aié' \i? s uilding - activities of the State and therefore,
MRER ol &d S take 30 or a9 years before total expansion
of P”T?;gomi;tu(}?tmn may - take ‘place.  Sir, my Friend
RS 2 i e © knows Better than me what is the capa-
cify, what 18 the amount available for building of schoals. | He

‘may - calculate and find out for himself how many years will be
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required for the expansion of the primary education. Prime
Minister has said that if we tiec up our education system with
the Public Works Department performance  then the education
programme may be very slow. To this point of view, I am
inviting the attention of the hon. Members as to how we can
tackle the education programme.

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid the hon. Minister will
t{avc to be short. Too much time has been taken for Educa-

ion.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Education): I was just saying that we have been thinking too
much on buildings and the time has now come that we should
think how far we can build the mind of the child rather than
thinking too much on big buildings.

Now about library Sir, 1 am glad to find that in

the Bajali they have got smail library in each room.
The library is given to the students themselves to manage and

run the same apart from the general library. Sir, this is a
very good system and I think this system should be introduced‘

in other schools also.

Now so far as distribution of cyclone grants aré
concerned, it was an extra-ordinary thing. 1 agree that
many schools have been left out but since it was the
special grant voted by this House, no motre money was avai-

lable for distribution : therefore, certain percentage of schools

bide by it, it was

have to be left out, therefore, we have to a -
Now, Sir, so far

not done intentionally, but it was inevitable.
as pay scales are concerned......

_ Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West): The Hon’ble
Minister has not replied about the point raised in connection

with text books.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: I will come
to it, Reparding pay scales there are anomalies and this
question should be reconsidered. In this connection I think
the Education Department has moved the Finance Department
already for reconsideration, particularly the case of the M. V.
school teachers is now under consideration of the Government.

Now so far as_text books are concerned, I am muc
surprised the way in which the Text Bo )k Committee has
been functioning. I think the Government will have t© consider
the'situation both with regard to quality of text hooks as W€ Fas
periodicity of different text books. It may no
sary to go on changing text books every year unless
for the purpose of helping the publishers,
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This question has been discussed already and I am not in
a position now to indicate the steps.

Now, Sir, as far as schools in the tea gardens
are concerned, we have already made proposals to the
Tea Industry. The Tea Industry has not yet replied.
As soon as we get the reply, it should be our endeavour
to take over or make some adjustment. Certain observation
has been made with regard to inspection. Sir, I am quite
conscious that expansion of education hasbeen such that our
inspectorate has completely broken down and the department
cannot truly cope with the work of inspection due to expansion
of education. This was not intended, but it could not be
helped. T have no doubt that the Education Department
will consider the suggestions made by the different hon. Mem-
bers of House and I am also in great sympathy with the
comments of the House with regard to inspection work. So
far as appointment of a Special Officer for Hindi Education is
concerned, this matter will be considered by the Government.
- Sir, I think I have met most of the points raised by the hon-

Members. Those point which remain unreplied due to want
of time will be taken into consideration by the Government.
Therefore

I would request the hon. Members of the Oppositioﬂ
to withdraw their Cut Motions,

(All the Cut Motions were, by leave of the House with-
drawn),

Mr. SPEAKER: Now the question is that a sum of
R_S- 4,18,16,000 (Rupees four croes, Seventy -eight lakhs and
Sixteen thousand), be granted to the Minister-in-charge to
defray the charges which will come in course of payment daring

the year ending 31st March, 1959 for the administration Of
the head «37_" Education™’.

(The question was adopted)

Grant No.24 42—Co-operation—11— Rural Development’’

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister, Ru-
ral Developmen_t) : On the recommendation of the Governor
of Assam, I beg Sir, to move that a sum of Rs.22,88,800 (Rupeés
twenty two lakhs, eighty-eigty thousand and eight hundred)
weh_gln;antfﬁ to the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges

€h will come in course of payment durin the year
ﬁlldlng 31st March, 1959 L on

: 1 for the administration of the hea
—Clo-operation—II—Rural Development,**

L
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Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that a sum of Rs.22,88,800
(Rupees twenty two lakhs, eighty-eight thousand and eight
hundred) be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the
charges which will come in course of payment during the year
ending 31st March, 1959 for the administration of the head
“42—Co-operation—II—Rural Development ™

(The question was adopted)

Grant No. 7

%]2,—Taxes on Vehicles’
and

Grant No.44

“XLVI.-A._Road Transport Schemes-Working Expenses”.

Mr. SPEAKER: There are two grantsin the name of
Capt. Sangma. 1 would request him to move both the grants
together so that we may come to a general discussion.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister Trans-
port) Sir, I beg to move grant Nos. 7 and 44.

On the recommendation of the Governor of Assam, I beg,
to move that a sum of Rs. 12,46,900 (Rupees twelve lakhs,
forty-six thousand and nine hundred) be granted to the

inister-in-charge to defray the charges which will come
course of payment during the year ending 31st March, 1959 for
the administration of the head—“12.—Taxes on Vehicles™.

. On the recommendation of the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that a sum of Rs. 98,18,400 (Rupees ninety-eight
lakhs, eighteen thousand and four hundred) be granted to the
Minister-in-charge to defray the charges which wall come
In course of payment during the year ending 31st. March, 1959
for the administration of the head—“XILVI—A.—Road Tran-
sport Schemes—Working Expenses.”™

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion moved is that a sum of
Rs. 12,46,900 (Rupees twelve lakhs, forty-six thousand and
nine hundred) be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray
the chagges wh}ch \;&II C(I)mclin course of payment during the
year ending 31st March, 1959 for ini i of the
head—« 12g—Taxcs on Vehicles”, emintete

. The motion moved is that a sum of 98,18,400 (Rupees
nincty-eight lakhs, eighteen thousand and four hundred), be
gl:a;-lted to_thc Mmistcr—in—chargg to defray the charges whic
will come in course of payment during the year ending 31st
March, 1959 for the administration of the head— XL VI—A-—
Road Transport Schemes—Working Expenses.”
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Sir, I beg to
move the Cut Motions standing in my name.

_That the total provision of Rs. 12,46,900, under Grant No.
7, Major head 12.—Taxes on Vehicles, at page 40 of the Budget
be reduced by Rs. 100 i. e., the amount of the whole grant of

Rs. 12,46,900, do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

(To discuss the looseness of control of the Transport Deparl”
ment).

That the total provision of Rs. 98,18,400, under Grant No.
44, Major head—XLVI—A.—Road Transport Schemes-Work-
ing Expenses, at page 518 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1,
i. e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 98,18,400, do stand

reduced by Re. 1.

(To raise a general discussion about the working of the
State Transport Services).

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Sir, [
beg to move the Cut Motion standing in my name:

That the total provision of 12,46,900, under Grant No. 7,
Major head—12-—Taxes on Vehicles, at page 40 of the Budget,
be reduced by Re. 1 7. ¢, the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 12,46,900, do stand reduced by Re. 1.

(To criticise the Government for) :—-

(1) Crowding the R. T. A. Boards with Congressmen
(2) “The corrupt practice prevalent in the office of the
R. T. As.in the matter of granting licenses an

permits.
{3) Failuure to minimise risk for the travelling pub]ic)-
Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhaﬁ) :

Sir, I beg to move the Cut Motions standing in my name:

. That the total provision of Rs. 12,46,900, under Grant
‘Eov 7, Major head—12.—Taxes on Vehicles, at page 40 of the

udget, be reduced by Re. 1, 7. ¢., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs, 12 46,900, do stand reduced by Re. 1, '

(To raise a general discussion)
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That the total provision of Rs. 98,18,400 under Grant No.
44, Major head—XLV1-A —Road Transpori Schemes—Work-
ing expenses, at page 518 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1,
i. ¢., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 98,18,400, do stand

reduced by Re. 1.

(To raise a general discussion).

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):
Sir, I beg to move the Cut Motion standing in my name:

That the total provision of Rs. 98 18,400, under Grant No,
44, Major head—NLVI.A.—Road Transport Schemes—Work-
ing expenses, at page 518 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1,
i. ¢., the amount of the wh f Rs. 98,18,400, do stand

reduced by Re. 1.

(To raise a general discussion).

ole granto

Mr. SPEAKER : All the Cut Motions are moved as above.

Shri HARESWAR (;()SWA.I\_/II (Rampur}‘: Mr. Speaker

Sir, one of the important activities of the State is to run
the State Transport, and since its inception, We have been
earning a considerable amount of profit, by running the vehicles.
At one time it was considered (that the State 15 not competent
and the Assam Transport

enough to run its own vehicles _
would meet with a failure. Therefore this Assembly was very

much hesitant to undertake such transport. Now, Sir, we have

seen through our experiences that it is not only possible to run
iently but also it can be made profitable

the transport vehicles efficien 1
a huge profit from these vehicles.

and we have been earning 2.
We have now about 563 vehicles, if I am correct, and of these,
suppose are buses for carry-

about 120 are trucks and the rest I
ing passengers. We have also various routes; almost the whole

of the State is rovered with the State Transport vehicles. Now,
Sir, it is time that we consider whether we have been running
these vehicles in an cfficient manner and secondly. whether it Is
not possible to improve the running of these vehicles. Sir, till
two years back, most of the vehicles were petrol vehicles, but now
we have mostly the diesel vehicles and the cost of running the
vehicles is less, and even then the rates have not been lowercc.
As a matter of fact, compared with the vehicles run on the Gau-
hati-Shillong route by the Commercial Carrying _Conipany the
rates have gone up very much. Even to-day we have found that
a kind of cheating, if I may call it so, is being pcrpetrated.
We have seen that a third clags Vehicle, which has come from
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Gauhati, becomes a second class vehicle at the time of going to
Gauhati frcm Shillong, A person who had paid Rs. 3/- at the
time of coming to Shillong had to pay Rs.5-8-0 at the
time of going from Shillong to Gauhati. Another type of chea-
ting is that every bus is divided into two compartments. Now a
person who sits a few inches ahead had to pay Rs. 5/8 while 2
person who takes his seat a few inches behind pays Rs. 3/- althou-
gh the vehicle is the same, the leg space, sitting arrangements

and other amenities are the same. Sir, I have the privilege of

travelling in other countries. I have not seen this compartment-
alisation in a particular vehicle. When our aim is the classless
socicty let us also have a classless vehicle. Here we find the
Government is more banic minded. For the same leg space
same sitting arrangement, same scale of amenities different rates
are charged. T think this is unrcasonable. If the Minister 11~
charge wants that this type of arrangement should continue then
he should give more facilities and other amenities and then if he
charges more nobody will complain. Otherwise there 1s 10
meaning and justification to charge in this manner.

Secondly, we have seen also that the vehicles run from
6 0’ Clock in the morning to 6 0° Clock in the evening. Now there
are routes where it is possible to earn profit and continue the rull
till 9 0° Clock at night, Take for instance the Gauhati-Palasbarl
Gauhati Rampur. Till 9 0’ Clock passengers do travel on this
route. As you have nationalised the route, itis the duty of the
Governmet to provide them with transport till the time they 8°
on moving. I do not find any reason why it cannot be done¢:
Similarly, for Nowgong-Roha, Dergaon-Jorhat, Dibrugarh-Tin-
sukia, Hailakandi-Karimganj, Dhubri-Buxirhat, in these placcs
also it is possible to place the vehicles thereby giving mor°
facilities to the public and at the same time earning fuore profi®
to the Transport Department which is being earned by otbers
in a clandestine way.

Then with regard to the question of maintenance and rep2
of the buses, at one time it was suggested that whenever W¢
nationalise a route we should form a Corporation. We have
not formed that Corporation and we have now seen that ou’
profit is so much. Now if a Corporation isformed the Railways
will have to be taken in as a partner to it. The Railways will pay
and will also get a profit. Now if a Corporation is formed,
income-tax will have to be paid. We have earned a large sum ©
money as profit and as it is not a Corporation no income-tax
has been paid. So Government loses the income-tax on that
account, If we scrutinise the profit included by the private Corpor-
ation which would have paid many taxes, viz: vehicle tax, routé

1rs
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tax, income-tax—if we take into consideration all these things,
most of these profit will vanish. So it cannot be said that our
State Transport is running efficiently so as to earn a profit. When
the private party can carn profit, after paying all these taxes, if
we consider all these things, it will be seen that our State Trans-
port is not earning sufficient profits. Why this is so ? First of all
we have to consider the lifc of these huses. We have seen that
very often our buses remain idle due to break-down. I have very
often noticed many vehicles of the State Transport lying idle
because of break-downs. Due to these break-downs, the passen-
gers are put to great difficulties and inconveniences.

On this Gauhati-Shillong Road we have seen very often
buses are not properly looked after and before going out from
garrage they are not examined at all ; this is why they very
often meet with break-downs. Most of these vehicles are put
on the road incessantly. This is why almost 80 per cent of the
b}lSes run short of their life because of non-repairing, non-ser-
vicing and for not examining them properly m Gme. In this
connection I would like to refer to the workshop facilities in
the State Transport. We donot have any good Wlork_shOP_fOI‘
repairs of the vehicles. For want of proper I€pairs i time
those buses go out of action prematurely. Another point in
this connection is about the bodies of the State Transport Buses.
We have these bus bodies made in Bombay and for this we pay,
I suppose, about 15 thousand rupces per €ach body. It isto
be considered whether we are really paying for these bus bodies
actually the due price or more than that. I have consulted
many people, and | am told that these bodies can be built at a
cost of five to six thousand rupees and that it 15 pc_)551bl.e to build
similar bodjes even here in Assam. Therefore this point should
also be considered. We can save a lot of money on this single
item, i.e., construction of bus bodies, if we carefully examine
the matter.

Then again, regarding workshop also we have now only
one workshop worth the name and that is at Gauhati. Although
we have got about 563 vehicles, we have got only one workshop
worth naming, and there also. space is very limited ; the work=
shop at Shillong is of very limited capacity ; in some other place
we do not have any workshop at all. If we want to run these
buses profitably, economically and efficiently, we should look
to this question of having some more workshops and akse
expanding the scope of the existing workshops. 1B this conneéc-
tion I would also like to speak of the Shillong Motor Station.
A new building has been recently built here but it has been
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built in such a manner that it is impossiple for one to get in ;

it is so much congested that vehicles are kept jammed in such a

way In between the two buildings, one newly built and the other
old, that no one can dare to go inside the station without feeling
of consternation due to heavy jamming of vehicles and the

narrow passage for traffic. I do not know who planned this
new building, why the planner did not have the imagination to

keep wider space for easy movement of vehicles and passengers.

It becomes a matter of shame for us to call it our State Trans-

port Motor Station before any outsiders. In the workshop there

is no space for keeping the vehicles coming for repairs ; there.
is not sufficient yard in the station and as a result all these

vehicles or majority of them at least have to be kept on road

with the consequence of heavy jamming threatening the life of
passengers. This is about passenger traffic.

Than again, coming to the question of State Transport
workers, we have seen the cther day, they observed a Demand
Day. These workers have contributed so much of their labour;
time and energy for the success of the department, and yet their
very esscm}fl demands, their basic demands have not been met.
Sir, State 1Tansport i1s an important undertaking of the State
Government. It affords a splendid opportunity for having an
organisation the management of which can be very well conductd
by the workers themselves. If we sincerely desire for sharing
the work with the workers here, it is necessary that we introduce
the system of workers management in the State Transport.

it is introduced, I am sure, we will not be worse off than what
we are now.

Regarding luggage traffic, Sir, we have about 120 vehicles
and we charge at eleven annas per mound as against twelves
annas charged by the private carriers before the State Transport
was introduced. We have to examine the justice or otherwise
of this rate. We find the State Transport trucks go empty from
here, they do not carry anything except potatoes, and at the
time of coming they bring goods from Gauhati. T know of
many cases where the Bjll of Lading has been received after
two months and yet the State Transport cannot provide facilities
for bringing the goods, At the time of bringing the goods the
State Transg?ort say 'gh‘at itis at the owners risk that they are
taking the responsibility They do not weigh the goods at the
time of loading and asa regy]¢ when they arrive here they are
found less in weight. Pilfering of goods very often takes place
and S,horta.ge Wl often complained of. And then again, when
it arxives in Shillong, there §5 no godown for proper storing of
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goods or it is so limited that goods are often to be kept outside;
and yet they charge demurrage, and it is also very excessive.
When goods are carried, from Gauhati to Shillong, it is the res-
ponsibility of the carriers to weigh the things and to see that just
in the same condition they are returned to the consignee. That
has not been done. If that is not done, well, State Transport
has no right to charge.

Then about potatoes, we find the rate of potatoes, Bihar
potatoes at Gauhalti is Rs.8 per maund , at Shillong the rate of
of potato is Rs.6 per maund. Now over and above that a sum of
Rs.1-4-0 is added as cost of labour, Therefore Shillong people
have not been able to catch the market at Gaubati. This
should be looked at not from the point of view of the State
Transport, It has an important bearing on the economy of the
people.  Therefore the freight rate is to be carefully considered.
We are all the time trying to give relief to these people in the
Hills. Now, there is Mr. Willaimson Sangma, a representative
of the Tribal people, as the Minister of Transport. I tell him,
here is a casc for you to push in hills goods in the plains. Do
please make the transport of the hills goods casier and you can
make it so by re-examining the rates. If you do not re-examine
the rates and if you continue to charge the rates then T am sure
that will not be good for our matket and as a result Bihar
and U. P. potato will come and capture our market and other
goods also.  We find that-in many cases (rafficgo to Gauhati
empty. On-the other hand we see that coal is carried lo
Gauhati in about 120 trucks. Why not our transport vehicles
carry such coal to Gauhati ? If-it is done, it will not only
reduce the cost but it will also bring the price level of all goods.
Jut it is not done now. In carrying good which our traffic
cannot cope with, we should not monopolise it, Let other
people also come in and have some share, If that is done then
naturally there will be seme competition and things will improve
and the people will suffer less,

- Another thing 1 want to suggest to increase our revenuc

is that, as in most of the States of India, we can allow

beautiful advertisement posters to be fixed on our vehicles I:-y

levying some charge. That will surely bring us some mogeyblo

our exchaquer. 1 think this can conveniently and profitably
be allowed T

. iy " ‘hcer

Another thing is that most of the District 11au5}1)'ﬁ]tinos S

in the plains towns are running in rented houses antﬂ_c %Vh?n

kept in such a clumsy way that it is difficult to g0 th Id we not
these Departments are be coming permanent why shou
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have permanent Government owned buildings or why should
we not shift such offices to the Deputy Commissioner’s office
buildings or such other buildings so that things can be put in a
better way?

Another point is that the District Motor Vehicles
officers are not found to be so careful as they should be
and they do not condemn the vehicles which cannot run
properly due to mechanical defects and which are to run at
great risk. Had there been no mechanical defect in the
bus at Tezpur then perhaps the very sad accident that

took place resulting in death of several persons, could be
averted ?

Similarly, Sir, we find that there is no proper control in
loading the private vehicles due to which so many accidents
takeplace frequently.

Another thing is that some trucks do not switch off thelr
head lights when crossing other vehicles on the road. In this
matter also there is no control whatsoever. Either duc to this
or some mechanical defects almost every day we find on
the Shillong-Gauhati road two trucks lying turtled. All
this happens due to proper lack in traffic control. There i
practically no traffic control on the road between Police Bazat
and Mawlai and dueto this sometimes it is impossible
to move about freely on the road. This is so also at Ian-
cybazar at Gauhati. Evenin a town like Shillong traffic runs
at a speed of 25 to 30 miles per hour. All these are to be
taken nto consideration by the .Government. We knoW
that this Department is not an infant department. Evety
year it is faking more important role and thercfore it ¥
necessary to see whether it is running efficiently or not
and whether it is doing the bhest service to the Pﬁc’ple
and whether there is further scope for improvement or lloti
We should see tha this Department serves more usefu
purpose than what it is doing now.

Shri_ SARBESWAR BORDOLOI  (Titabar) Mr

Speaker, Sir, T 1 . : ‘hle
inister for Tr:;:;;)rstl.lppmt = oteh rrived by HE o

few \«lfz{:ﬁ?d]?‘% Transport authority T would like to speak 2
ublic ad J€re 18 no proper checking of the vehicles—both
15? h nd private for the safety of the passengers and others.
i ;i Eh.nuld be a good number of mechanics at the disposa
gt tee < nirion Transport Office and that staft should occasionally
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examine and check all the vehicles so that no accident can
take place and the public will be safe in travelling in those
vehicles. Itis is a very important Department and when it
issues permits and tokens for the vehicles and if it has not got
any arrangement for proper checking of the vehicles then a
great number of accidents will often take place. So the Tran-
sport Department should consider about it.

Regarding the State Transport organisation, 1 like to sup-
port the Motion. The very Department itself proves that it
has come into existence very successfully. Previously the
Assam Transport organisation came into existence, but .dutf o
mismanagement and some other reasons it failed. It was in :?48
when the retrenched workers of the Assam Transport organisa-
tion made agitation and the Government however decided
to discontinue that organisation and then this State Transport
organisation for the better use of the public came into existence,
It is now not only a successful organisation of the Assam Govern-
ment but it gives an instance how our people can run such an
organisation succesfully which is vitally connected with people
of the State, This organisation is earning a unigue pront
which is perhaps not earned by any other State Transport
organisations. So, Sir, this organisation should be praised and
along with that its workers should also be praised so that the
workers can get more encouragement and the organisation can
be better used in the interest of the public than at present, and

;n that case it will bring us more revenue to our State than it
S TIOW.

In the Second Five-Year Plan it is the State Transport
organisation throughout the country are to form corporations,
and in that case the Railway and the Central Government will
give help in the shape of a large amount of shares. That
organisation will be of Government of India’s standing and in
conformity with the Second Tive Year Plan. I do not know
what Government has decided on (his issue.  Possibly the
G-Ow.‘rn_ment has not yet decided the way they are hesitating
over thiS‘ issue and not reaching at a conclusion. If the Govern-
ment of Assam are not forming a corporation, for the
sake of State revenue, I can understand that that i8
a good reason in that case my humble submission is that
this organisation should come out of the Finance Depart:
ment  of the Government of Assam. - This 8 @5, CONc
merqml organisation and it i3 viml!v' connected with the
public and with business and, as such. it should be taken out ©
the Finance Department, On many oceasions I have seen, Sir,
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this Department is handicapped on account of the difficulties
put by the Finance Department in the way of its going for-
ward. For instance, I can say that the Board of Directors
decided to give uniform to the workers, specially to the fourth
grade workers and the running stafl in the lines. But the
Finance Department has not agreed to it. The Finance
Secretary was himself a member of the Board and he did not
oppose the idea in the Boatd’s meeting, but still he has given
a veto in his department. All over India, Sir, all State Tran-
sports’ running staff get uniform ; the fourth grade staff get winter
as well as summer uniform. But in Assam, who can say who is
a Line Inspector, who can say who is a conductor and can say
who is a driver once he leaves his steering wheel, who can say
who is the porter or Chowkidar ? There is no identifying umni-
form. The Board decided to give uniform but the Finance
Department has not granted it. I should, therefore, think that
there should be a separate body within the framework of
Government of Assam to decide such things, which should
be taken out of the hands of the Finance Depart-
ment. Government should consider this and form a separate
organisation of its own to deal with these matters, so that it
can evolve the best method to meet the financial needs of this
cominercial organisation. Take for instance, Sir, the tea gar-
dens, which are run on a profit andloss basis. There the
Manager has the right to decide certain things on the spot.
Similarly, the State Transport Director should have the right
to decide certain things on the spot; not only the Director,
the Divisional Supperintendents and Supperintendents also
should have that right. This is a very important point for
Government to consider.

Then, Sir, as regards profits, I should like to mention that
profits in 1957 have gone upto a very high extent; it has
become 10104 per cent of the total capital. Tn 1952-53, the
11){1"0ﬁt was Rs.15,77,000 and odd ; in 1953-54, the profit was
ins'laigéﬁog; in  1954-55, the profit was Rs.20,05,364 ;
he ﬁ5-56, the profit was Rs.23,55,247; in 19_56-57,
risenI:;mt L rose to Rs,30,18,403 and in 1957-58, it has
A F 4% }}536 lakhs. Now, Sir, in 1957, the capital rose
Rs. 1 55’16’356352 and the profit earned upto that year was

S of PDEe ‘That means the organisation earned about 6
unreatscnnabli,ees more than the capital. I think, Sir, this is an
cotitm G € profit. Tn electricity, which is also a public utility

d » they cannot earn more than 5 per cent profit. If a tea
garden earns 30 per cent profit, we cal] it very high profit. But
the State Transport is earning - proﬁt Of 101-4 per cent
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This T think to be very unreasonable. This profit should be cut
down, not by extravagant expenditure but by reasonable
spending. [ will now cxplain, Sir, why, profit is going so high.
Si1, there is shortage of staff. Ona question of mine on the
24th, it was stated that though the Head Office of the Depart-
ment is not short of hands, yet on certain occasions they are
working overtime till late hours. At the time of making the
budget, at the time of extending new linesduring Assembly
Sessions and at the time of preparing the balance sheets, on
these four accasions they are required to work till late hours, If
they have to work overtime on these four occasions, I dpn’t
know what is the normal time on which they are not required
to work overtime. Then, Sir, the Department has issued in-
structions to the management in the field to grant weekly
holidays to all the workers, but some of the field managements
has refused to do that, or even to grant alternative holidays
due to the shortage of hands. What is happening in Shillong
ofhice, Sir ? There is a direction from the Director
to the Station Superintendent that be should grant the weekly
holiday to the workers, but the latter has refused to do S0
because he has not got sufficient number of workers. Whatis
happening in Shillong is also happening at Gauhati, GoalPara
and the North Bank stations. Of course, in certain stations
like Jorhat the local Superintendent is managing by grauting
weekly holidays or alternative holidays. Then, Sir, in reply to
another question of mine, it was stated that here for 15th of
Au_gust and 26th of January no overtime allowance could he
paid because workers are being granted alternative holidays.
The State Transport workers here could not enjoy even these
national - holidays, but they were not granted any zlternative
holidays. Sir, this is a public utility concern and it runs for
7days a week and not 6 days; tiie vehicles cannot be stop-
ped for one day in the week, so we must agree to
alternative folidays, The Department should, therefore,
make arrangements for that. For that purpose at least
one-sixth of the total number of workers must be increased ;
otherwise, no alternative holidays can be given. Then,
what is hLappening about the vehicles ? Many complaints
%mve been lodged by the public. The Leader of the Opposition
Just now said that the vehicle condition was not satisfactory-
Why the conditions are being unsatisfactory? Tt cannot be
satisfactory. The public cannot be satisfied. The State Transport
undertakings in India have laid down a g'tandard of artisans t©
maintain vehicles, that is, at 1,8 per vehicles or avtivan shoul.
be maintained. What is the standard now in Assam ? What 18
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the number of artisans? Ttis only 0°6 per cent which is in
existence in Assam, Then how the vehicles will be maintained
properly ? Whatisin West Bengal ? 2.2 per centin West
Bengal, Bihar 1.6, Bombay 1.8, and in Uttar Pradesh 1.8,
In Assami 0.6. The number of vehicles in Assam is, buses
370, trucks 134, cars 20, luggage vans 16 and staff cars 4.

Myr. SPEAKER : I am afraid, the hon, Member is going
into details, He should shorten his speech.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): There
are 544 vehicles in all but there are only 806 artisans, namely,
mechanics; so to maintain the vehicles with this number
properly is an impossible task. The number of artisans shuul_d
increase. This should not only increase in central places; it
should be scattered in Jorhat, Dibrugarh, Tezpur, Silchar, etc.
A vehicle when it is out of order should not come for re-
pairs to Gauhati or Shillong but it should be repaired in
the nearest station, say at Dibrugarh, Jorhat, etc. In
Dibrugarh there is no workshop. There is necessity for a
big workshop there. Of course, there is already a work-
shop at Jorhat. A littde development of this will serve a lot.

Before taking up new lines for nationalisation, the
CGovernment should see that the purpose is properly served.
If a new line is taken wup it is called nationalisation., [f
ou cannot give employmeni to the existing workers in the
{ine, hiow that ean be called nationalisation? The owners
of buses if they cannot be given benefit that would not
matter much but if workers are thrown out of employ-
ment for nationalisation of line, that is not correct.
Nationalisation will be in the right line if the workers are
taken in by the department and not thrown out of
employment,

As regards workers® grievances, you know, Sir, a
Demand’s Day was observed by them and 1 will like to
speak a few words on this. There is an organisation of the
S:La.te TranSpDrt Workers’ it is ﬂeceﬂsal"y tllat due 1-ecogni.-
tc:?"h should be given to it. This is the only organisation
SO ti:: ‘;’{ﬁ:‘\liasb of this kind in thec whole State of Assam,
State Trans 01'te‘ SV CIE due Yecognition and status. As the
fi Drganiqagc,n L»la glg organisation of the State Government,
unemployed Hieeds recognition,  1f employment is given to
1 ployed youths of Assam then they should be given someée
scope to represent their grievances before the Governmet, Now,
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the powers are so centralised that some matters are under
the purview of the Director, some under the Minister and
some under the Cabinet. Such centralisation does not help.
If this organisation is recognised, the Superintendent or
Divisional Superintendent may he entrusted to hear grievances
and settle locally, It is high time that this is done, In other
spheres, such as tea gardens, there are labour officers appointed
to look into the griévances of workers’ but in this organisation
there are more than 2,300 workers already, still thereis no
Labour Offcer or Welfare Officer. This should be immediately

appointed.

Then, therc is the casc of superannuation. A few more
cases are lying at the hands of the Government. I hope
they will he sympathetically dispossed of,  Regarding
proving the age of these workets, I think, Government
should accept  their affidavits and horoscopes. I can
assure no flimsy cases will be brought before the Government.

Regarding transfer. There are very many lowly paid
employces who are transferred from one place to another.
The low paid workers should not be transferred
unless they are transferred on disciplinary grounds. The
fourth-grade  employees, the mechanics, drivers, €O
ductors  and Lower Division clerks are put {0 greal
difficulties if they are transferred outside their homes; S0
in time of tramsfer this should be considered. No trans-
1_«:1 shuulc_l be done except as a measure of puniShmcnt
O promotion.

S‘i_r, workshog staff who have been doing overtime, it 18
surlprlsmg to find that due to the introduction of their new
ff;if;.’r EoAY their pay is being deducted with retroSpect
o d“‘-“: 'rhﬂ“ie who are not doing overtime work are getting
e retrospective amount, but those who have doneover-
e have not got the retrospective dues. 1 have been
dealing with labour matters for so many years butl have
not seen an instance like this, I have requested the Govern
ment to refer this matter to the Factory Inspectorate Depart-
m.‘;;“ for their views, but this has not yet been doné
will be prepared to accept whatever views they 8iV¢
would request that this issue is settled very early-

The running stafl should be provided with running
rooms for their stay and adequate halting allowaiice for
onductor

their halts. It is now seen that if a driver or &€
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stops a night at say Dergaon he gets only "4 annas,
which is not sufficient to meet his expenses. He gets the
halting allowance in accordance with the distance he travels
to place where he halts. This is quite an irrational posi-
tion and it should be changed. Conductors and drivers
of express buses also should Dbe given  higher rate of
halting allowance, With these words, Sir, I conclude my
speech with the hope that the grievances of the labourers
may be removed and the whole department reorganised.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
Mz, Speaker Sir, in view of the fact that the time at my
disposal is limited, T shall speak only a few words. Now,
with regard to Grant No. 7, I would like to place a few
facts for the consideration of the Government. Tirstly, that
Governmient should take certain strict measures with regard
to control of the trucks. We have scen that these trucks
violate traffic rules almost with impunity. They run even 1n
the town at such a high speed that they very often make
accidents killing people and animals. I myself was a victim
of such rash driving and I saw that within three days on
the Gauhati-Shillong Road between Mile-2 and Mile-6 from
Gauhati three persons were killed ‘and as many as 9 animals
were killed by coal trucks rupning at very high speed to
Shillonz to Gauhati. These trucks run at such a terrific
speed that even the people ncarby could not have time to
take down the number and when such a huge fleet of trucks
were running at a time the guilty truck go unscathed. Sol .
suggest that there should be speed governors in the trucks
and there should be strict restriction that on no circumstances
should these trucks be allowed to run at a speed of more
than 26 miles per hour. This is my first suggestion.

Secondly, with regard to loading, there should be certain
restrictions as to what should be the breadth and height _of
the load. We find that so many private carrying companies
or parties ply their trucks from Gauhati to Nowgong or
Jorhat mostly at night and they always carry overhead loads
which make them sometim= look like rolling mountains
and they go at high speed. Besides that, when they go at
?1ght they do not dim their headlights and whoever comes
_gfm the oppesite side by car or jeep always trembles that
this truck might crush his car “or jeep.That Sir, is the
Position when travelling at night. We saw that there were
Some weigh-bridges in Gauhati under construction but they
are lying incomplete. So I suggest that these weigh-bridges
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should be made not only in Gauliati but also in other impor-
tant towns. And also that there should be strict control with
regard to loading and alse the height and breadth of the load.
Now, Sir, there are also some other important point I
want to speak but as I have no time I would like to mention
Just one thing more. I should like to kaow from the
Government as to what is its policy with regard to this head.
thlher Government consider the Sta e Transport Organisa-
tion as a public utility secvice or as a commercial service
because if Government considers it as a public utility service
not only our Government take advantage of such service
when dealing with workers and also other staff, but they also
must fulfil the obligations and duties which they want other
public utility services to fulfil. Here we find that so far as
our Government is concerned, it does not fulfil its own
obligations as holder of public utility service but try to take
advantage of all facilities in dealing with workers as well as
others concerned in the matter. So Government should make
their policy clear about this because once we know the clear
P?I‘CY of Government in this regard we shall be able to deal
with  the matter properly. The second point is that
Government should furnish to  the Legislature at least the
true accounts of this Department. The account that has been
S_hDWp both on the revenue side as well as the expenditure
side is, T shoulq say, fictitious, it does not indicate the true
state of affairs, For example, it has been shown that it _has
made_ enormous profit, but then the State Transport enjoys
certain special facilities which other transport services do not
get . The State Transport it is said does. not pay any road
tax, it does not pay vehicles tax, it does not pay income tax,
it does not Pay monopoly fee. If all these things are taken
into account then the profit showii would not be as big as 1s
shown now. Sir, if we run a business we are to take into conside-
Tation all these aspects also. Now, so far as roads are concerned
1t 15 a fact that the damage to roads is mostly done by
vehicles inclurling Government vehicles. Is it not reasonable
that Some portion of the expenditure incurred on account of
roads is also accountable to this Department ?  We find that
this also is not at aj) taken into account. Therefore, this
prqﬁt which is shown now is not actually the exact figure,
it 1S not even an approximately corrcct figure. My friend,
Shri Bardploi, has tightly stated that so far as analysis 0‘: the
8ross receipt under roads or net profit is concerned 1t IS
.ewdent that Goavernment is doing a profileering business, 1t
18 Mot even a profit making businass but it is a profiteering
business at the cost of workers, employees and also at the
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cost of the users of this service. It has been shown that out
of the gross receipt of 1 crore 25 lakhs there isa nel profit
of Rs. 37 lakhs 73 thousand, this must be cxcessive. Why is
this so ? As I have said, it is to a certain extent due to
wrong accounting, i. ¢., some cxpenditure which should have
been shown was not shown and on the other hand it is
because of under payment to whose who are due to get their
proper share. So, Government should try at least to be an
ideal employer. Now, what is the condition of the drivers,
conductors and mechanics who are working under the State
Transport service ? Sometime they are to run three trips on
the Gauhati-Shillong Road. Does not Government consider
this excessive ? I think two trips should be considered
enough in view of the difficulties on this rcad. But for this
these workers do not even get adequate overtime allowance
or compensation. Apart from this question of compensation,
it is a strenuous strain on the workers of the Government
who should be an ideal employer. Therefore, without going
into the details in the matter, I would like to request the
Government that atleast in the next Budget, it should furnish
a more detailed account of this department as the average
commercial business would have done. It should treat its
employees, its workers with more humane treatment, it should
strive its best to be an ideal employer. It does not matter
whetlier the profit will be less. When we are giving the
Public Works Department contractors and other contractors
of the different departments a reasonable profit of 10 or 12
per cent or sometimes less, the Government in its own under-
takings should not try to get a profit of 33 per cent or more
than that. Another thing I would like to point out is that
the efficiency of service should be improved. Seme amount
of initiative should be given to the workers. I am told that
_whcn even a fan belt is broken on the road and if a fan belt
15 available the driver has no right to purchase it, he has to
wait for formal order ; so unless some amount of initiative i
gwven to the worker even in such small matter, the vehicle
will be lying idle on the road side. Some sort of provision
shoul(} be made with regard to repairs, etc., so that the work can
be quickly attended to and put right. Mr. Bordoloi has said
enough on this point; so I need not repeat the same.
ﬁgc;th‘}’f ﬂ.‘“"g I want tosay is that Government should sec

the road is made properly, there should be no hurry
on the part of the Government t ati li the road.
Take Tor axamole i nt to nationalise sosg
R fo? 7 ¢ North Trunk Road. Before that roa
route and as eavy wvehicles Government took over the

and as a result, the vehicles became deteriorated and
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the road also became deteriorated because of heavy vehicles.
I t'hmk it would be more reasonable if Government could
wait for a year cr two, Government should not in a hurry
nationalise every route or if they are very keen on nationalisa-
tion they should have placed smaller vehicles. Unless and
untl! the Government can make the road strong enough by
placing stonc boulders, etc., Government ought not to have
placed heavy vehicles on that route. So is the case with
other routes. Thercfore, I would like to suggest that while
placing vchicles Government should be more careful in future
and also to sce the maximum use of vechicles under its
disposal. T am also told that 25 or 30 vehicles are running
empty from Shillong to Gauhati so that they may take
certain commodities from Gauhati. When it is usually scen
that carriage of goods from Gauhati sides to Shillong is
heavier than from Shillong to Gauhati. Government could have
made arrangement with some private firms so that certain
commodities may be carried down to Gauhati from Shillong.
Of course, quite recently some arrangement has been made
with the owners of coal trucks. There is still room for
further improvement in the matter. Mr. Goswami has stz_lted
certain difficulties about public criticism with regard to vehicles
that sometimes different charges are realised from the
passengers. For example, from a third class bus by simply
putting the sign board as “‘inter class,”” the charge of inter
class 1s realised from the passengers. So also if on an 1noter
plass bus a third class sign board is put, a third class fare
is accordingly realised from the passengers. From the finan-
cial point of view no doubt the Government is compensated,
but so far as passengers are concerned, in some cases the
passengers have to pay more than what they have to pay and
In some cases they are paying less than what they ought to
have paid. There may not be profit and loss on the part o
the Government; but Government is not a third rate bania as
to.ﬁnd out what is the profit i1t rupee, anna and pie. I wish
this Government has some amount of moral scruple.
*Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
port) : Mbr, Speaker, Sir, in the first instance I would like t0
express my thanks for the comments made by some hon. Mem-
bers of the house as far as Road Trausport Schemes are con-
cerned. [ am sure the hon. Members of the Opposition are
taking interest in the improvement of the transport schemes, 11
the State of Assam. I would like to inform my Friend, Shri
Hareswar Goswami, that the total mileage of 967 have been
nationalised. We have a total flect of 563 vehicles, the break
up of which is 370 bus, 138 trucks, 18 luggage vans and

*Speech not corrected.

e — e ————
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37 cars, this is the strenght maintained by the State Transport
Department. The total strength of various categories of em-
ployees maintained by the State Transport at present is 2,338
out of which 1.107 employees who have completed five years
service have bean made permanent. Sir, as the time at my
disposal is very short, it may not be possible on my part to
reply to the points raised by the hon.Members of the Opposiiion
as well as my Friend, Shri Bordoloi. But so far the vehicle tax
and road permit fees are concerned. I cannot agree with my
Frierds, Shri Goswami and Shri Bhattacharyya that we do not
pay these taxes, I can say that we are paying these taxes since
the year 1949. I am giving the statement as follows:—

Vehicle tax Road permit Total

1949-50 66,404 1,26,675 2,93,079
1950-51 57,546 3,72,805 4,30,351
1951-52 61,748 3,52,795 4,14,543
1952-53 71,705 3,41,195 4,12,900

*Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
To which page of the demand the Hon’ble Minister refers to ?
Whatever has been said by the Minister that is not shown in
the accouit here and has not been placed before the Legislature.

These amounts have not bcen deducted. ....... . .........-e

Mrx. SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister has not said that
thesc amounts have been deducted. He has repljed to the
assumption of the Lon. Members of the Gpposition that Govern-
ment do not pay the vehicle tax and road permit tax,

*Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
port) : It is not a fact that the State Transportis not paying
any road tax. and permit tax, etc., as is paid by the private
parties. Mr. Goswami has particularly referred to the forma-
tion of a Corporation and he said that if the Corporation is
formed, in that case we shall have to get help from the Railway
Department, and in that case we shall have to pay certain taxes.
Iham teying to reply to that. Sir, Mr. Bhattacharyya also said

*Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: T said a
difterent thing. T said that if there has been some expenditure
which has not becn shown there then the profit will be higher,
and that is why the Government is guilty of profiteering all
the more.

*Speech not corrected.
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*Capt, WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA  (Minsster, Trans-
port): I shall come to that later, Sir.  Sir, it is not correct to
say that we are not paying any taxes as mentioned by Mr.
Goswami. Then we are paying interest on the capital which
we utilised in running this Service for the purchase of the
vehicles, etc.

Now with regard to the rate which has been alleged to be
very high by Mr. Goswami, I would like to say from my own
experience of running the transport service in my own district
of Garo Hills. He said that the Commercial Carrying Com-
pany used to charge less than what is bting charged now.
But it should not be lost sight of the fact that the private con-
cerns try to make vp their losses or they can earn more profit
by unfair means such as overloading, ete, which the Govern-
ment Transport Department cannot resort te. In my district
I have seen the private owners of trucks can carry goods at the
rate of twelve annas per maund whereas we from the District
Council found it difficult to carry on with a rate of Rs. 1/4
per maund. Now, how is ‘it possible for the private party to
chargc less? It is because they can carry more load than whatis
permitted by rules and thus they make up their losses. Similarly
10 case of passenger buses, the private partics resort to overload-
ing. So they have their own means of charging more by indirect
means, i.¢., by overloading, etc. In some cases we have seen
even 150 maunds are carried by a truck. Sirin fixing the rate
weare to take into consideration the cost involved in running the
Service.  Only afier taking into consideration this fact we fix
the rates. The private operators carry more passengers than is
allowed by rules, So I have seen in Tura the privale operators
carry sometimes 50 to 60 passengers in place of the schedule
_numbcr that is 32. In this way they make up. If you take
into consideration all these facts, you will see that the charges
introduced by the Transport Depariment is not at all high, We
must take into consideration what comfort we give to the travel-
]lng pUinc- OF course, I cannot i)!!t agrce 1hp,t in case “ﬂhc]'c
the people pay more they should get more facilities and com-
fort. To that aspect of the matter we shall apply our mind.
Here what T want to say is that it is wrong to say that because
the private owners have keen able to charge less and that the
State Transport Department by charging more is earning the
profit. Y
*Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Daoes the
Government know that it is carning 37 per cent net profit ?

*Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : If we take into
consideration the facts mentioned by me before, some of the
private parties might be earning double of that. Now we f"m'd
a contradictory statement from the hon. Member, L{r;,(;?s‘,"??}i

*Specch not corrected,
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He said that at the outset the Government were rather hesitant
to undertake this venture because they were not sure whether
they could run it efficiently. So I am at a loss to unders
tand how he can say that it is not being run properly. Of
course I do not say that there is no scope for further improve-
ment. As a matter of fact as in case of the Transport Depart-
ment, so is in the case of other Departments such as Agricul-
ture, Education—in all departments there are scopes for further
improvement. We do not say the Department is being run
excellently, and that there is no room for further improvement.
As a matter of fact we are trying to provide more amenities to
the passengers and affect other improvements. I would make an
appeal to the hon. Members not to forget that this particulars
enterprise of the Government have three-fold purposes. In an
under developed State like ours, we have got to pay more
attention to the improvement of the system of road transport.
As I said in the beginning, if we depend only on the private
enterprise, we cannot achieve the desired improvement in this
matter and thatis why........ '

(At this stage a Reporter crossed the Hon’ble Minister who
was speaking). :

Mr. SPEAKER—Order, order. I have noticed the Re-
porters cross between the Speaker and hon.Members when
they are on their legs. This is highly objectionable. In future,
drastic action will be taken against the Reporters if they do this.

*Capt. WILLTAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister Trans-
port): We cannot achieve the desired improven ent in this matter,
and that is why Government has got to come to the picture.
Another thing is that by so doing, Government has also, to some
extent, helped the question of employment. Thirdly, in order 10
expand our activity in that particular aspect of development, we
should have some additional revenue. We must also look to th:e
income. We propose to expand the scope of this public utility
service all over the State; wc want (o expand the State
Transport facilities in the districts in an increasing measure.
We must devise ways and means as to how this desive of the
Government to improve the road transport in the Sfate
can be given effect to. While thinking about development
and improvement of road (ransport in the State, we cannot
be oblivious to the most important fact connected with it,
i.e., the neccssary finance for implementation of these schemes.
Improvemcnt' of road transport in the State is inseparably
connected with the question of affording more facilities,
more amenities and comforts to the travelling public.
Only carning of more revenues will serve no purpose, unless we
are in a position to extend more and more facilities to the

#Speech not corrected,
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passengers. But this invelves the question of fund available at
our disposal. It will thercfore be unfair to remark that this
Government is running a profiteering concern.  We have got
to see whether State L'ransport have been able to cater to the
travelling public better service than the other private carriers in
the field. Some hon. Members both from the Government
Benches as well as from the Opposition have complained that
private buses arc better than those of the State Transport.
Do the hon. Members really feel like that? I, for myself
cannot subscribe to that view. Only because of the fact that
certain defects have been detected, some irregularities have
occurred here and there, it cannot be concluled that State
Transport is worthless.

Another point my Friend Shri Goswami, referred to was

about break-downs. I do not say that there is 10 break-igown.
I have collected the figures from my office, and from the figures
it appears to me, whatever break-downs are there, ‘1'11(in are
quite reasonable. It is not possible to say that there will be no
break-down, This cannot be guaranteed. Even _sometimes
first-class cars break-down while going out straight from show-

I‘OOln_' I am hCI‘(,‘ now Stﬂnding on thc ﬂOOl‘ Of thehHD}fSC
speaking to you, Who knows, I may die tomorrow. Mechanism
; Like the human system,

of the vehicles is also not infallible. o

it is also subject to unexpected and unanticipated (lefects.
And because these defects occur it can be said that o lIS o
proper supervision and repairs. I have got these break-down
figures, Sir. Total break-down in 1955-56 at Gauhati-Nowgong
road is only 28, 1956-57—21 and in Nowgeng-Jorhat route it
1955-56 total break is 71 and 1956-57, it is only 42. IOyl
you come to the mileage it will be, total mileage being
4,72.58,86,188,

Of course, I do not mean that there is no room for improve-
ment of the State Transport activities cither in the workshop
or in the Maintenance Centres, There is Scope, ]:_)]enty 9f scopes
for improvement, and we will always keep on trying to improve.

I shall be glad if the hon. Members will not confine their
Suggestion only inside this House, but will continue to offer us
the benefit of their advice and sec how the activities of the State
Transport can he more efficient, My Friend, Shri Bardoloi, said
that our artisans for the maintenance of our vehicles is 0°6 but,
in fact, it is 1-16. So his statement is not based on fact:
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Now regarding the question of facilities given to State
Transport workers. My Bhattacharyya had the occasion "to
say that although we are. getting a huge profit, we are not
giving due remunercation to the employees. I do not
think that his statement is correct. All the workers in the State
Transport are properly paid and the facilities which are
available to other Government servants are being given to them.
Here also I do not say that there is no scope for improvement.
That statement could be made only if we had stated that this
department is above improvement. But that is not our view.
Reference was made about the 24 demands. I do not say that
these demands are unreasonable. When there are so many
demands, someiimes there may be strike and lock-outs. But we
have got to examine these demands very carefully and try to
fulfil the reasonable ones consistent with our capicity an
resources. We will surely try to meet all reasonable demands.
Because it is highly important for any business undertaking to
keep up the morale of the employees who actually run the
whole thing. The demands cannot be met all at once as mY
Friend has contended. These demands have certain implica-
tions which have got to be examined. Government are taking
every demand into careful consideration. We are also
consulting the other State Governments who are running State
Transport organisation as regards the amenities, etc., given by
them to their workers.

Now, regarding over-loading of the trucks, I also see that the.
trucks are overloaded. This, of course, does not cover my Depart
ment. It is to be controlled by the police. I mean, the traffic 15
o be controlled by the police. I say that police is doing this
But it is not always possible to catch the culprit or the offender:

Mr. Goswami raised a point about issuing fitness certificate-
In this case I may inform him that the people concerned ar¢
very very cunning. I myself know of a case at Tura. A certalll
vehicle was quite rotten and a part was wanting. What the
owner did was that before the Motor Vehicles Inspector had com®
he borrowed that part from someone and fitted it in his vehicle
and got his vehicle passed. But when the Motor Vehicles Inspector
left he returned that part and brought his vehicle on the roa
without it. So, Sir, our Motor Vehicles Inspectors cannot be blam-
ed. It is the private bus owners who are often to be blamed.
In this respect I seek the co-operation of the leaders to explain
to those bus owners and others not to cheat the Government in

the interest of the people themselyes, and also to see that fitness
certificates are not issued to such vehicles.
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I admit that there is great scope for improvement and I
welcome the suggestions given in this connection. But I was
rather disappointed when certain charges were brought against
this Department regarding road permit tax. I want to say that
when there is scope for improvement for giving better service
to the travelling public this can be done only with the co-
operation of the Members of both sides of the House. When it
is such an important Department we should all try to devise
ways and means to see how road transport can be improved in
Assam. Such a great responsibility cannot be put on the
Mmister in-charge alone. If this Department 18 further
improved then it is the people of the State who will be benefited
thereby.

I believe our Friends who have made certain observations
would not bring such allegations on the floor of the House, but
they would please take the opportunity to give us concrete as
valuable suggestions for further improvement of this parnculalr
Department and we - shall always be ready to welcomc Su¢s
suggestions and examine them carefully and if we find that sulc g
suggestions can be implemented then we would surely 1mPee
ment them for the benefit of our own people and State.
There will be no hesitation whatsoever in this respect.

With these observations, Sir, I would request
Members to withdraw the Cut Motions.

. (The  Cut Motions  were, by leave of the HOUS
withdrawn).

the hon.

Mr, SPEAKER : Now I put the Grants as questions:

The question is that a sum of Rs.12,46,900 (Rupees tWCll";e
lakhs, fourty-six thousand and nine hundred), be granted to the
Mlmster—in-charge to defray the charges which will come 11
course of payment during the year ending 31st March, }
for the administration of the head *¢19.—Taxes on Vehicles -

(The question was adopted)

X Th(? question is that a ‘um of Rs.98,18,400 (Rupecs
ninety-eight lakhs, eighteen thousand and four hundred})s_ . }g
granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges e
will come in course of payment during the year eﬂd"’gvl_ﬂ
March, 1959, for the administration of the head ‘X -
A,—Road Transport Schemes— Working expenses”.

(The question was adopted)-
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Half-an-hour discussion on Starred Question N?-135
and Unstarred Question No.470 asked by Shri
Devendra Nath Hazarika regarding venture
High School at Kakapathar

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, on that day when the Minister-in-charge rCPlleg
to my Questions—Unstrarred Question No. 470 and Starre
Question No0.135—1 found that some of the answers were not
encouraging. For example, after quoting the reference of'a
letter his reply was that  the report did not reach as yet. B“é
In answer to another question the Minister-in-charge quoteé
certain figures and those figures were taken from that parilclﬂar
report.

Sir, in the high school at Kakapathar, the number of
students last year was over 200 and this year it is about 3-00
and this institution is located in a backward area. According
to the Government policy the school that has 150 or mmore
students in a backward area is taken over or given Government
aid.'| But this institution has not yet been favogred with Govern-
ment aid or grant.

In answer to another question the answer given was that
there was no deficit in respect of the institution, But such an
mstitution with that number of students and sections in other
places we find a deficit of about 600 or so per month A and
Government give sanction of aid of Rs. 600 per month. Sir, if
you calculate, you will find that in a year the School Commuttce
18 to find its own sources for about Rs.7,000 or 8,000 per ycar.
In a locality where the people are not much advanced or rather
poor it is difficult to collect such a fund unless the Government
come  forward with relief or grants. We also find that
if a school can show good result' then only aid will be given.
bos this respect it appears to me like putting the cart before the

dj?:%t‘Thc' aid is necessary to improve the schools But the
ation Department wants improvement first, then aid comes

afterwards : : : :
e tz-l‘g;. soIt appears that in many places people find it very

; hReggrding that letter T quoted, it was received actually
t:: t %Dl}"ecmrate. Bth.I could not understand why the replY
as that it was not received, The schoo! committee had been

moving the Inspector of School si e i the
school, but it was not inspect § e, forHiipectong

, : D ed unttil 12th September, 1957.

(fj\f‘ter 1r}115p;3(1:)tlon} thf inspection reporg 1 wasQ dclﬂ;}; At vk
€spatched by the Inspector of Schools to t} ctive authority
only on 26th December last. e i
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I could not understand why such delay had occurred and
that delay put the school at a great disadvantage. According to
the rules and procedure of the Education Department, when
a school is not recommended for University afliliation, the
school committee can appeal to the next higher authority but
that inspection report was despatched only on 26th December,
1957 and it was received by the School on 2nd January, 1958.
Generally, the appcal was to be made during the year 1957 so
that some reconsideration could be made before the end of
the year, but that repor( was - sent to the school so late that the
School Committee could not get a chance. From this I want
to draw the conclusion that the Education Department of
our Government do not get the incentive to encourage the
spread of education in our backward areas and among the
backward communities,

Again, in that report that Assistant Inspector of Schoalt
who had been to this school actually recor_nmeqded that the
school should get recurring and non-recurring aid and abm.n
the students he said that they belonged 0 tribal and backward
communities. He had mentioned specifically that I
certain number of tribal students and other studer’lts belongme
backward communities, but the reply of the Hon Ple Miunister
to this was, “No specific informmation is available™

Again T would like to level a charge against the Education
rage education. The

Dépariment that they ar e to encou
memorandum \‘vhjch) :V;(; a;]eg;]ittect on 22nd June 1957 has
not been taken into consideration, that the ﬂreply of .th.e
M}HISYGI‘ was that “action is being tak(’ﬂ”- From thlS, ].t 15
evident that action on that memorandum was not taken during
the financial year ending on 31st March, 1958.

Sir, I could not understand why such delay is made. That
charge which we have made about the Education Department
itself is, I think, admitted by Government because we find
that there is an Assistant Inspector of Schools for Tribal
Education which is meant for institutions in the plains areas.
When we have seen one Assistant Inspector for the plains
tribal ' schools, the curriculum of which is not different from
other places, it is evident that the non-tribal Assistant
IﬂSPC‘CtO_rS or Inspectors could not do justice to those places.
If thatis true then the institiutions which are loc.atcd n
areas mainly inhabited by other barkward communitics have
reason to suspect that the education officers may 1ot be
properly sympathetic to encourage education in their areas.
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Sir, if we study all these facts regarding the questions
and answers and the other developments, we find that these
officers really to some extent are orthodox to spread of education
in backward areas. Specially in this locality Government has
admitted there is no high school within a radius of 12 miles and
in fact that area is inhabited by a number of population which
is more than 50,000. I could not understand why such delay
has occurred in making Government aid and if further delay
is made in sanctioning grants to such schools, I fear, the
local people may abandon these institutions because it 1s very
heavy on their part to bear the expenditure. Students of those

instutitions already are being compelled to pay more fees
than in other areas.

/

In view of these facts 1 request the Government to change
the present policy and to treat all parts of the State equally
and in the light and spirit of the Indian Constitution where
we find that preference should be given to the backward
areas. Sir, I do not like to make my statement long and in
my notice the points to be discussed were published properly
and I hope that I shall get a satistactory reply from the
Government.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Education): In this long speech of my hon. Friend it has
rather been difficult for me to keep space with him. But so
far as I understood him broadly, the whole complaint 18
raised from the fact that the Assistant Inspector of Schools
recommended that the school should be given recurring and
non-recurring grants and should be upgraded to a High Schopl,
whereas the Inspector of Schools did not agree with him
and instead suggested something else. Now the grouse is that the
hon. Member thinks that since the Assistant Inspcctor of Schools
recommended certain types of grants to the school and recom-
mended its upgranding, it was the duty of the Inspector a_nd
the Director of Public Instruction to ditto the same. I think
thatis a wrong conception. Under our arrangements it is the
Inspector of Schools alone who is 'empowcred to recommend
about high schools and not the Assistant Inspector. So if the
Assistant Inspector does recommend he goes beyond his powers
and ‘the Government do not act on his recommendation.
Wherever there is lack of power there is lack of rcsponsibility
also. It is for this reason that the Assistant Tnspectors who
have no power to recommend naturally are likely to be slack

in rc_*('m*nmen(iing about high schools which is beyond their
province. :
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Mr. SPEAKER: The Inspector did not inspect the
school.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Education) : I am coming to the difficulty about inspection by
the Inspector of Schools. The number of Inspectors is too small
and the number of High and Middle English schools has grown
too large. So it is not always possible for the Inspectorate to
inspect the Middle English Schools which duty is entrusted to
the Assistant Inspectors. Naturally when the Assistant Inspector
gives any recommendation and forwards to our office it has
got to be verified, Now the report which come fto out office
gave certain facts and figures.

These facts and figures are taken i1 {
the recommendations. Now, what are the points that are t'a.keu
into consideration ? (1) staff position, (2) enrolment position,
(3) building and (4) equipments. These are the points
examined before we ~accept the recommendations. It was

found, Sir, thatso far as enrolment was concerned, in Class %
the number was 8, of which 6 were present; il Class IX,
Class VIII,

the number was 7 of which 6 were present; in .

the enrolment was 13, of which 11 were present. This was
the enrolment position. The staff of course Was there. So
far as building is concerned, the Middle English School has a
building, but the high school building is temporary angl
arrangements have been made it is said for construction ofa semi-
permanent building. So, proper building is still lacking. With
regard to equipments, it was found that so far as the high School
is concerned, the report is “a few text books”. In view of this, 1t
was naturally found that conditions had not been fulfilled for a
full-fledged = high school. Therefore, the permission that was
granted was for opening two classes only, viz., Classes VII and
VIII. Therefore, Sir, Ido not think, in view of the facts
chsclc_)sed here at this end, the permis ion which was granted
was inadequate. It was exactly what should have been done.

1to account in accepting

: What was the arrangement between the Inspector and the
Assistant Inspector, is not exactly known to me and I have to
go on the basis of papers supplied to me. On the basis of the
papers given to me, I find that the permission given has been
adequate and not insufficient. Therefore, Sit, to run to the
conclusion from this one single instance that the Departme}'l‘t
is averse to the development of education in backward Aarcas 15,
1 think, going too far. Even for ordinary conclusions, Wwe
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require two or three examples, but here a generalisation is
made on the basis of a single instance and I think the mover’s
imagination caught fire and he has run away with it and he has
stressed the matter to a breaking point. It would have been
quite proper for my Friend to say, ‘“here is a school ; the
Inspector’s report is this; why it should not get permission” ?
I could understand that; I even admit that our inspecting
staff is so over-strained that they are not able to inspect
everything, but because of one single instance that a school
was not accepted or an inadequate requisition was given, there-
fore to say that the Government policy with regard to
intention behind development of backward areas is of a
particular type, is not correct or warranted. I thercfore, think
that my Friend seems to be suffering from some complex. From
the many questions he has putin this House earlier also, 1t
appears that he has complex in his mind that Government 15
not mindful enough about the needs of the backward areas.
I hope he will disabuse his mind of that. I  have no doubt
that the Department will make mistakes, but as soon as these
are brought to the notice of Government, it would be our
high endeavour to rectifv them. Thank you, Sir.

Shri DEVENDRA. NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
Does the Minister know that there are many more instances
wherc_I can bring similar charges ? I can cite the cases of 5
or 6 high schools in the Dibrugarh subdivision itself. ;

Shrimati LILY SENGUPTA (Lahowal) =t frq #Altal
T2 Gl |

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Educatioa): T have already said that the number of schools;
which are making applications to Government either for recogni-
Saon oy expansion or for grants is terrific. There are more¢
than 700 Middle English Schools in the State and each school
I[S tgrmg to develop into a High School and making applicatiot

© Loveinment for inspection. The inspecting staff has reache

almost a breakin i . - . =
. f g Ppoint, - > e 1 ROPE
this will be apprecli::lted. il T pditted alict :

Adjournment

The A: . ;
the 291;?1!\4‘;5;:;;?1{9?3:3 then adjourned till 10 a. M. on Tuesdays

Shillong : R. N. BARUA,
e Secretary,

The 30th October, 1959, Lepinative Asseaibly,

AGP (LA) 324/59—225—4-10-59







