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P'rc:megiings of the Third Session of the Assam Legislii-
tive Assembly assembled after the Second- General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

The Assembly met in‘ the Assembly Chamber, Shilleng,
at 10 a.m. on Saturday, the 26th Apri], 1958.

PRESENT

Shri Dev Ianta Borooah, B.A., LL.B., Speaker in the
Chair, the nine Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers and

S€venty-one Members.

e it

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Raisi’ng of the left bund of Dikhu river in Mothagang
village

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked :

%909, Will the Minister-in-charge of Flood Control be
Pleased to state—

(¢) Whether Government some 3 years back a(_:quu‘ed
lands to raise the left bund of Dikhu river
miles in length) in Mothagang village ?

(b) If so, whether the people whose lands ~ were
acquired had been duly paid ?

(¢) If not, why not ?

(d)  Whether it is a fact that about Rs.1:19 lakhs was
paid and a balance of Rs.1'15lakhs is still te
be paid ?

(&) Whether it is a fact that the said balance of Rs.1'15
lakhs could not be paid due to some differences
of opinion between the Revenue and the Em-

£ bankment and Drainage Departments ?

(/) If so, whether Government propose to settle these
dlf']_erences so that the poor villagers can be pal
their dues at an early date ?
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood
Control, etc.) replied:

the embankment was

4 s, : o
209. (a)—Acquisition of land for e

started some three years back and the proceedings
finally completed.

(b)—Executive EnFinecr, Sibsagar EmbankmC]Ht Saunb(j:-
Drainage Division placed funds at the d'lS])OS'i?.l of the v
divisional Officer (Civil) from time to time for payme‘;1 o
receipt of land acquisition _estimate In batches atn ol
amount of Rs.1:19 lakhs in total has already been paid to so
of the land owners.

(¢)—Due to certain anomalies in land ﬂCQSm;‘S{_‘
estimates the matter had to be referred to the Revenue oelf%cer
ment who have already directed the Subdivisional ith the
(Civil), Sibsagar to review the estimates 1n accqrda‘nCCdWCOHtml
provisions of the Assam Acquisition of Land for Flood %
and Prevention of Erosion Act of 1955.

ai A
(d)—Yes, Rs.1°19 Jakhs have already been Pd‘d;‘cvie‘;

to the balance to be paid it will be known only after the
of the estimates are completed.

(e)—No.
( f )—Does not arise.

‘ &
Shei DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra): 2t [ i
fafe= f‘?m G {4 Brap stgi bR wierad frm 2@ gt 3T
[ O e

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Ministc®; Fl?‘l’;‘
Control): s crox Catad el adlG, fvw G12 a6 B A0 o
faeteat =12 Mo 4f5 @ 7181 E. and D. f&sesd a3z wiRcd wiAfe AlE
Ffaisa | stfer=s f*@n EGEl 'a_sw i

‘Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA ; wify faft J&099 AFRoF
e 712 Wt C18 B fratr e e WA e S ok O A6 e
daty fifes | 1% s Wt Gt 7 P

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: 5% faata s
gem st | e o1 B ataw Are frw atesl | o1F PHACd AT R0E |

gatad. ) oia
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Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra): wiedidd 5
5 _tws fica =i feg, e fafica | @3t Wi 1%S e0etT ¢

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood
Control): In the acquisition proceedings the E. and D.
Department has got the right to place its views before the
Collector as to how compensation should be assessed. If that
causes delay in judicial proceeding how it can be helped ?

Shri DURGESWAR  SAIKIA: cormets 152 afy aheT |
(2T 47)

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon):
BBt paeprst ftats Tererd T alZry wify f5f1 Imcas 5% @itARID!

1Te%s torgra ¢
M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: BB TECSTE
Uy 57

The Collector, no doubt is an officer of the Government.
When he sits jn_an arbitration proceedings the Department
concerned can place its views before him. But if the Collector
Passed his judgment against the views of any particular depart-
ment it is not difference of opinion. Such a thing is inevitable

n course of despensing justice.

Shri RAMNATH DAS [Dergaon (Reserved for

Sceduled Castes)]: The reply to (g, is: “Acquisition of land

for the embankment was started some three years back and the

Proceedings have not been fi :
from the Minister why the proceedings could

within 3 years ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Because of the
difficulties 1 had already stated. Sir, the completion _Othe
proceedings means the whole process from the start of acquisition
to the assessment and payment of compensation. S0 far as the
assessment of compensation is concerned, the Revenue Depart-
ment determined it in a particular manner but the Embank-
ment and Drainage Department pointed out that it was not
in accordance with law and they drew the attention of th&
Revenue Department. That is under their consideration an
after a decision is arrived at money will be paid accordingly.

nally completed.”” May I know
not be completed
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Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj)
May I know whether there was any amount sanctioned for
acquisition of land for this project ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, quﬂd
Control): Thereis always a lump provision for each project
for payment of compensation.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikbowa): IS
it not a fact that there is general slackness in paying €0 mpensa-
tion in such cases ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: There may be
one or two cases of slackness and if these are brought to htni
notice of Government, Government will certainly examin¢ the¢

and take suitable action.

~ Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morougi): Is it f:;’f
a fact that the Embankment and  Drainage ];)elgartmcnt i
passed into the land without legally acquiring 1t :

M. MOINUL HAQUE. CHOUDHURY: There wes, =
case of trespass. In such cases the Department entered 1t
the land after taking permission from the people concerned.

Shri RAMNATH DAS [Dergaon (Reserved e
Scheduled Castes)]: May I know from the= X mlllb re
whether he does not think that this particular 1nstance, Wh ews
proceedings have not been completed within 3 years, 5’”3
clearly that the Government takes too a long time for disposat 8
such matters ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I draw the attention of
the hon. Member to Rule 37, Sub-clause (3), which Si‘YS,thatda
question must not contain arguments and inferences. So 1 do
not think the hon. Members can put any question which draws
inferences.

. Shri RAMNATH DAS: The Hon’ble Minister said that
if any Member brings to his notice any particular €ase, he will
examine whether it has taken too long a time or not. May I
know’f'rvom the Minister whether in this particular case this 3
Years® time is too long or not ?

.
Ny iRy

. I

ip e EEES ITELS b di-i AL IEREOE
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood
Control) : In this particular case, Ido not consider it to be
too long a delay. Because if in a judicial proceedings there is a
procedural mistake or otherwise it” may take time to regularise

the whole thing.
Mr. SPEAKER : That was before your time, I suppose.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Yes, Sir.
Raising of the Brahmaputra Bund near Saikhowa

E Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIEA (Saikhowa)
asked : :

#210. Will the Minister-in-charge of Flood Control be

pleased to state— 7
(a) Whether he received a telegram, dated the 8th
tention of Government

February, 1958 drawing at
to the need of raising the Brahmaputra Bund
near Saikhowa ?

(b)) Whether Government are aware that the flood
Jevel reached the top of this bund last year :

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the Public Works Depart=

ment staff there somehow saved the Saikhowa
area from flood by raising a small bund over
the main bund last year ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that the Public Works Depart-
ment staff worked hard last year during ramy
seagon to avert flood ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to raise that portion
of the bund this year to save the people from

flood ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood
Control, etc.) replied :

210, (a)—Yes.

b)—Yes, in some places the flood level came near
about the top of the bund last year.

(¢)—Yes, those portions of the bund where there were
apprehension of over-topping earthen dowels were constructed
to ward off over-topping.

(d)—Yes.
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(¢)—Necessary raising of the threatened portion of
the Bund is already in progress.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
May I know whether the work of raising the Bund will be
completed before the next monsoon ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood
Control) : I hope so.

Shrimati LILY SENGUPTA (Lahowal): cifl 56 wr:
43l 975 thrdiata ate At \@baS AFTHECE! (FLACE sifi siF—agAcEie
L (o

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: cifgs sfacd ?

Shrimati LILY SENGUPTA: @& w7iawchl giwetial i
s | 7 st st 2

{No reply)

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Whether t_lll(e
Minister-in-charge knows the horrible’ nature of flood in Saik-
howa area since the great carthquake of 1950 and whcthf:r
sufficient precaution is taken to save the people from great
disadvantage ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : This is obvious,

precautions are being taken.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : W"aﬂ. ig
the distance between the water-edge and the embankment :

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I have no

information.

Shrimati LILY SENGUPTA: a1 ags «% Tsiefa acd
& 51 1T FAtt=fon adfefq fafsn oitq awta e, sfea 2B A0 50
czola TBR FRCY ‘ot TA T T 95 qceven @A P

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: 92 3@ &
etz |

~ Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been put and a reply
given.

PSP PSP ST R PES ST TP PP T INT I T Iy rawege.
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Shri CHATRA SING TERON [Mikir Hills-West (I esexv-
ed for Scheduled Tribes)]: Before the bund was constructed
whether Government had sufficient data regarding the rising of
water level during flood ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood
Control): Yes, Governmenl had necessary data and they
made the bund above the highest flood level, but it was
subsequently found that the intensity of the flood was higher
than the all previous records and therefore the bund had got to
be raised in certain portions.

Shri CHATRA SING TERON: . Whether Government
took into consideration that because of the obstruction that is
offered by the bund, the water during flood rises higher as it
cannot go beyond the bund ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Yes, Government
took that fact also into consideration. Hence bunds were
constructed at a higher level, sometimes 5 to 6 feet higher than
the high flood level, but it was found that this was also not
sufficient.

Outlet for the agricultural produce of the bhorder areas
of the United Khasi.Jaintia Hills District

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)| asked:

*911. Will the Minister-in-charge of Tribal Areas be
pleased to state—

(a) Whether he is aware that in pre-partition days
there used to be 20 Khasi markets move or less
on the border of Pakistan which served as
outlet for the agricultural produce of the
district of United Khasi-Jaintia Hills such as
oranges, betel-leaves, tezpats, potatoes, pine-
upples and PCCpul P

(b)) Whether it is a fact that inlet for imports such as
fish (fresh and dried), eggs, fowls, etc. have
been closed, and that the people from this
d]S'ErlCt have Only one gateway and that is v2d
Shillong to Gauhatj ?

(¢) Whether he is  aware that people of many borc_ier
villages of the Khasi Hills arc unable t© bring
out especially their orange CropP from their
villages and that they are left to rot ?
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(d) Whether it is a fact that people of many border-
ing villages have appealed to the Government
through the Deputy Commissioner, United
Khasi-Jaintia Hills to come to their rescue and
to give them some financial help for this great
loss of oranges ?

(¢) What are the names of the villages which have

applied to the Deputy Commissioner for finan-
cial help on account of this loss ?

(f) How many lakhs of oranges calculated to have
been left to rot as estimated by the applicants
for financial help ?

(g) What action the Government propose to take on
account of this loss due to l.hc stoppage of the
trade relationship with Pakistan ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas) replied :

211. (a)—Yes.

(6)—The entry of fish, eggs, fowls, etc., from Pakistan
into United Khasi-Jaintia Hills ' District has been greatly
reduced on account of the partial closure of trade with
Pakistan. It is true that the trade of the area of United
Khasi-Jaintia Hills adjoining Pakistan has been diverted to
Gauhati sia Shillong. : :

(¢)—To enable the orange growers to dispose of their
orange crops at Shillong and Gauhati the Government provided
subsidised transport for the carriage of oranges to these places
from various collecting centres near the border like Mflwsmm,
Mawlong, Dawki, Lumshnong, Mawsynram, Jarain, etc
Because of the transport bottle-neck it is possible that the
growers could not dispose of all their crops.

(d)—Yes.

_ (¢)—The names of the villages from which flpphc:a'
tions for financial help were received by the Deputy Commis-
sioner, United Khasi-Jaintia Hills are as follows— ;
Domshken, Nongkynbah, Sarin, Nongnam, Dewsawlia,
Ma‘wpen: Mﬂ.kaall, Raibah, Pyndcngsohszlw, MaWS‘d]II,
Mawpud, Balat, Jarain, Rymbai, Narpuh, Lumshnong, Shella,
awlong, Lumwai, Wahlang and Mahadeo.
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( f)—No detailed information is available in this
regard.

(¢)—Government have taken various measures to
relieve the economic distress of the people in the border areas
of the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills District. Apart from the
transport. subsidy to enable the produce of the border areas to
be taken to other markets in the State, a large number of test
relief schemes has been sanctioned 10 provide employment to
the border people. 127 fair price shops have been opened in
the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills District to serve the need of the
villages in the ' border areas. A sum of Rs.4,36,000 has been
distributed as agricultural loan to the border people during the
last 2 or 3 months. A Border Committee composed of all
M. L. As of the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills District, the Chief
Executive Member, United Khasi-Jaintia Hills District

» Council, some official and other non-official as members has
j iew the measures already taken
by the Government for improving the economy of the people
and also to suggest additional measures both - long-term and
short-term considered = necessary. It is expected that this
Committee will submit its report to the Government very soon
to enable Government to draw up a detailed proiramme to
meet the problems of the border areas of United Khasi-Jaintia
Hills- District.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherapunji (Reserved

for Scheduled Tribes)|: May I know how many lakhs of

oranges were left to rot as calculated by the applicants *

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, T.AD.):
As the villagers themselves have not given us detailed report
about it, it is not possible for us to give any calculated estimate
about that.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Whether in
the conferences between the officers of the two countries, India
and Pakistan, the question of trade in fish, eggs, fowls, etc.
has ever been taken up ? : :

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: According t© the
trade agreement these commodities are allowed to comé t© our
area, but unfortunately the Pakistan (Qovernment have recently
restricted the entry of these things.
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Mr. SPEAKER: The question was whether these things

were discussed beiween the officers of both these Governments ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, T.A.D.):

Discussions are being made whenever it is necessary to do'so:

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakgonj):-

What the Hon’ble Minister means by border areas ? Is there
any limit as to distance from the actual border ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA: In this particulat
matter border areas mean areas of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills
bordering East Pakistan.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): With regard

to (6), will Government take up this matter as one of the most
important matters in the coming conferences between the officers

of India Government and Pakistan Government ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA: The Government
has alrcady been taking this as an important matter an
be taken up.

Rey. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (_Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: Whether the Hon’ble Minister know.”l:
when that conference will be held between the Indian anc
Pakistan officers ?

_ Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
his meeting is entirely for different purposes and it 1s not going
to discuss these subjects.

Agricultural loan to the people of border areas of
United Khasi-Jaintia Hills District

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)] asked : §

*212. WHll the Minister-in-charge of Tribal Areas be

pPleased to state—

() The amount which has already
by the Assam Government t0

been sanctioned
pe distributed as

Agricultural loan to the people of the border
areas of United Khasi-]ailz'ltia Hills during the
year 1957-58 ?

d it will

the
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(b} The date on which the Deputy Commissioner,
United Khasi-Jaintia Hills was informed about
this loan ?

(¢) The date on which the Deputy Commissioner in-
formed the people of the border areas that such
loan would be distributed ?

~

(d) The date on which the District Council of the
United Khasi-Jaintia Hills was informed about
this plan of the Government to distribute that
loan fo the needy cultivators of the  border
areas ?

(¢) The dates on which this loan has been distri-
buted 2

(f) Whether there have been applicants for this
agricultural loan and the number of such
applicants from each village of the border
areas ?

(2) What was the smallest and biggest amounts
given to erch applicants ?

(k) Whether Government propose (o0 increase the
financials assistance—in. thelshape: of =prantuoh
loans to enable the needy cultivators to carry
on their food crops cultivation to maintain
themselves and to increase food production 1in

the border areas ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
reas) replied:

b 212. (2)—A sum of Rs.4,49,220 was sanctioned and distri-
ﬂuted as agricultural loan to the people of the border areas of
e United Khasi-Jaintia Hills during the year 1957-58.

(b)—Sanction was communicated on the 23th Novem-

|I:qu 1957 to the Deputy Commissioner, United Khasi-Jaintia
Hills District. :

(¢)—The people of the villages concerned were in=
formed of the distribution of agriculu?x%ﬂ loan much thad -

the visit of the inquiring and distributing office’ eac
village.
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(d)—Since the loan distribution was done entirely by
the officers under the Deputy Commissioner, the District Coun-
cil was mnot informed of the details of the _distribution
programme.

(¢)—The loans were distributed during the period

from January to March 1958. =

(f)—A large number of applications for qgricultur{ﬂ

loan was received by the Deputy Commissioner, United Khast~

Jaintia Hills from the people of the border areas. The ﬁgurf‘:

regarding the number of applicants from each village are 1O

readily available. q

g)—The amount of agricultural loan given rang_;?

from ‘Rs,10 to Rs;100 depending upon 'the size of the family,

the size of the holding and other relevant factors which wer®

taken into account by the inquiring officers at the time ©
distribution of loans.

(h)—-This question together with the question of othgf
measures to be taken up by the Government for the improVv
ment of the economy of the border people will be consldflill:g
after receiving the report of the Border Committee of whi
the hon. Member is a member.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): What is the
number of families to whom the loans were distributed ?

Capt. WILLIAMOSN A. SANGMA : (Minister, T.AD.):
The figures arc not available. I want notice of the question:

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherapunji (Rese";ftll:
for Scheduled Tribes)]: Do the Government know tha
the number of pecople who actually got the loan is small 1D
view of the fact that out of about 300 people only about
received the loan ? Do not Government consider that a loan

of Rs.10 sanctioned to each individual applicant is qute
inadequate ?

_ Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: The Governmeny
is aware of the fact. In fact the hon. Member himself suggeste
as to what should be the amount of loan which should be paid
at cash individually when he had the opportunity to discuss the
matter and the loan was distributed according to the recommen=
dation by the local leaders including himself.
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Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)|: Do Government realise the fact that
the loan was given on the last part of the year when it was very
‘difficult for local authorities to inform the affected people in
the interior to receive the information ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, T.A.D.):
Agricultural loans were issued after thorough enquiry by the
officers and the Deputy Commissioner on the applications
received and a list was prepared by them for deserving cases to
receive the loans. OF course, it is true that the loan was received
iast but recently we have decided that agricultural loans should
be given before the agricultural season starts and accordingly
agricultural loans will be sanctioned in time.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the Table)

Illicit distillation of Country Liquor in the former

Khasi States Areas

' Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)] asked:

677 Will the Minister-in-charge of Excise in the Sixth
Scheduled Areas be pleased to state—

(@) Whether the Government is aware that there is an
uncontrolled increase of illicit distillation ©
country liquor in private stalls in the former
Khasi States Areas,

(b) Whether Government have been informed of this
condition by the Commissioner of Excise ?

(L‘) Whpther GOVernment have power to COI]tI‘O] this
mcrease by law ?

(d) Whether Government will exercise the power given
by Paragraph 12(5) of the Sixth Schedule ¥
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(¢) The kind and number of Excise staff ‘in the
United Khasi-Jaintia Hills ? ;

(£) The number of detections of smuggled . liquor
and illicit distillation ?

(g) The number of such illicit distillations detected
in former Khasi States arcas, and the number
prosecuted, and the out-come of such prosecu-
tions ? - .

. Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas) replied : :

671. (a) & (h)—Reports were received from the Deputy
Commissioner, United Khasi-Jaintia Hills District and.fr.or.n
the Commissioner of Excise, Assam, of the increase of illicit
distillation of country liquor in certain areas of the_Umted
Khasi-Jaintia Hills District formerly known as Khasi States.

not in

e R , : t, 1910, is
(¢)—At present the Assam Excise Ac Hills

force in those areas of the United Khasi-Jaintia
District formerly known as Khasi States. ‘ _

(d)—The matter is under consideration.

(e)—The Excise Officers working in the United
Khasi-Jaintia Hills District ave:—

(i) One Senior Inspector of Excise vested with
the powers of the Superintendent of Excise.

(ii) One Inspector of Excise for the Shillong
Ciircle.

(iii) One Assistant Inspector of Excise and 13
Excise peons for the Shillong Circle.

(iv) One Assistant Inspector of Excise for the

Umjajew distillery.

(#) One Inspector of Excise for the Jowai Circle.

(vi) Two Assistant Inspectors of Excise with
8 peons for Jowai Circle.
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- = ¢ &), The number of detections in 1956-57 were 57
ses of smuggling of liquor and 46 cases of illicit distillation
sted of 85

Of li(fiuo‘r. In 1957-58, the number of detections consi

If{;ﬁ; of smuggling of liquor and 39 cases of illicit distillation of

iquor, ;
detected

. "'(g) The number of illicit distillation cases
in the areas formerly known as Khasi States was 12 in 1956-57
and 5 upto February, 1958, for the year 1957-58.

- Sixteen out of these cases ended in conviction in some
cases with fine and in others both with fine and imprisonineii.

The other case is still pending.

. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved

for Scheduled Tribes)]: What the Government 15 proposing
endent of Excise for this

219 do for appointment of Superint C
Snstrlc_t as' there was repeated request for a long time fora
uperintendent of Excise for this di

Rev. J.

strict ?

= Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, T A.
) : 1 will enquire into the matter.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi)_: In
?nswc!' to (¢) it is stated, At present the Assam Excise Act,
Jrg'lo." is not in force in those arcas of the United Kha:i and

Id;{nt!g Hll]S Dis!l‘ict fbl'merly known as KhaSi States.” May

b thi g h‘.om the Government when they are going to enforce
is Act in those areas ? .

|
Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA : Earlier I had the

oppo i : . p

tfkpenrﬂ;;]m’thtohm%if to this question. This matter is being

the Govern the District Council authorities and if they agree
ment will extend the Act to this district.

¢ Government

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : Ar
: e is short

a L
agea‘;ff?.fcff“? fact that due to illicit _distillation ther
in the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills district ?

Capt.
g, Copt- WILLAMSON A. SANGMA : It may EoR

s
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Sluice gates mear about Kakhargaon and
Gokhaighat in Kalang Bound

: dSln'i KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri)
asked :

678. Will the Minsiter-in-charge of Flood Control be
pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government has received any petitions
from the people of Barbhagia village of
Charaibahi Mouza, Nowgong District, for sluice
gates near about Kakhargaon and Gokhaighat
in Kalang Bund ?

(b) If so, whether Government will open such gates at
the earliest opportunity ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood
Control, etc.) replied:

678. (a)—No.

(h)—Docs not arise.

Encroachment of the Muslim immigrants in the
Tribal Belt and Block in Borchala Map in I:Jaobalcha
Mouza, North Lakhimpur Subdivision

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY [North Lakhimpur
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)] asked :

679. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased t0O
state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that some Muslim immigrants
have encroached in the Tribal Belt and Bloch
in Borchala Map in Naobaicha Mauza, Nort
Lakhimpur Subdivision ?

(b) Whe’_chcr Government propose (o settle the land
with the encroachers ?

(¢) If not, what action Government propo
to evict the encroachers ?

se to take
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Revenue Minister) replied :
079. (a)—Yes. :
(b)—In 1956 the Sub-Deputy Collector passed orders
for settlement of land in this village with 43 Muslims immi-
grants. But on reccipt of complaints Subdivisional Officer
has stopped issue of pattas.

2l Officer has been asked to take

¢)—The Subdivision
2 T s of settlement. The encroach-

steps lor cancellation of the order
ers will be evicted after this is done.

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY [North ?T:kh_'%n;
PHr (Reserved - for Scheduled  Eribeflotecoay
Sub-Divisional Officer a1 Order fint Czfea @i Al :
Shri HARESWAR DAS : dlffd T 719 IR BRI
e ezfem |

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY :
Mrafee |

| A

qtzigte Falg At

Shri HARESWAR DAS :
Shvi MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur) *
lél'flll the Government aware that this V(ﬁ'Y SUb'Dgfutf
wollector Has= siven settlcnientasstos =0 IEs =
hundred families ofgsuch immigrants in the ‘1 ribal belt of Naw

- boisha, Nokari and Kadam mouzas !

Shri HARESWAR DAS : That is a scpatate: queston.
We have not settled it but we have stopp® it.

 Shri TAMIJUDDIN PRODHANI: (Dhubri) @z TE
;jf"',”?‘r’;ﬁ ‘;51'«1 A9 B5F  rA pAFIT Alaslss (wéfeEtFe aifp firaea 9
ES (i,

Shri HARESWAR DAS: 31i§ sfizz szl vt a1, fvs Tribal
belts to&cares it frat @zq |

Shri CHATRASING TERON [Mikir Hills-West (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)] : May I know from the
GOVerl}ment whether the Sub-Deputy Collector is 2 competent
aUthor.ltY to give settlement of land in the Triba belt to
non-tribals ?
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): The
Sub-Deputy Collector is competent but he cannot scttle Jand
with Muslims in a tribal belt.

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur) :
Do the Government know that this Sub-Deputy Collector tried
to settle another hundred families in another arca which 15
proposed Professional Grazing Reserve ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : I want notce of B
question.

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakgani) ?
Whether Government consider to give compensation tof _ruifo
people to settle elsewhere who are going to be evicted 10
fault of them ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : There is no such prop
giving compensation.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): 10 &0
this settlement to non-tribals in tribal bg.lts had thf: P 'e e
Collector done nhothing against the Government pro¢

osal of

against

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Ile has done nothing Fhelds

S - = it
the procedurc. He passed an order but it has been W

ent and Drainagé

Amount spent by the Embankm i on. A

Department and names of wor]_;s car
Golaghat Subdivision
Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Dergaon)

Contrel be

asked @

680. Will the Minister-in-charge of Flood
pleased to state—

{ by the Embankment

(a) The amount till date spen in  Golaghat

and Drainage Department

Subdivision ?

(b) The names of localities where W‘Jl'k’f ol D“‘}I;E?EC
and Embankment Department atc 1ow g
carried on in Golaghat Subdivision :

(¢) Whether there is any project in the year 1958-59 ?
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood
Control, etc.) replied : '

680. (a)~-Rs.14,57,360 to the end of December, 1957.

. S ried in
(b)—The following new works are being catrie
the Golaghat Civil Subdivision in the localities indicated by
the names of the Schemes :—
: ‘i river right bank
(1) Marginal Bunds along Dhansirt river e
o Choi-v)guri long arpathar Public . Works Department Road
inc}uding sluices to let in local drainage.
: . both banks of
(2) Construction of Dyke alqn:a_ : ic Works
Ghiladha:'i) from. Barbarua AL To Salikaihat Public or.
Department Road,
( 3) Retirement of the Dhansiri Bund (Brahmaputra

Dyke) from Mariaholla (o Dhansirimukh. 1 k
et € < < ~ WwOTKS
- (4) In addition to the above new ngle(:?eih: existing
in connection with repairs and maintenanc different places 0
Embankment and Drainage Works located at

the entire Golaghat Subdivisien. for 1958-

lagh: $10 . e or
(¢ )—Yes, there are two projects progt ammed

59 viz

e the
Blians; (1) Protection of Golaghat Town from erosion of
lansiri, : d upto
= (2 ) Raising and strengthening Dhansiri Bun L
aziranga Reserve Forest.

. Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Dergaon): Q"’h?ﬂﬂ
1t 1s fact that the Dhansiri Bund (Brahmaputra Dy dei)" 2
Mariaholla to Dhansirimukh is not yet completed an fur i
Progress of work suffered due to want of labour and flor thi
people in general will suffer ?

. M. MOINUL. HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The work is
said to be in progress.

. Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi) 1--Is th?

rllllﬁt(‘l‘ aware of the fact that this p]'OjCCt of prOtCCtlon ?
Golaghat Town from erosion was included in the -last year=
budget ?

i M. MOINUL HAQUE GHOI]DHURY . Jam not aware
of it. It might have heen, butit will be taken up TOW:
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Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Dergaon): Which are
the projects omitted or which are the projects included in
the last year’s budget ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood
Control): Some of the projects included in the last year’s
budget were dropped because the Planning Clommission
pruned down our allocation and the Government had to
retain only the most important projects.

Bogidara P. G .R. in Goalpara District

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked :

681 Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased tO

state—
e been given 1©

(@) Whether demarcation lines hav g1vel
: rict ¢

the Bogidara P. G. R. in Goalpara dist

(b ) If not, when the demarcation lines will be given
Shri HARESWAR DAS (Revenue Minister) replied
681 ( a )—No.

b )—Demarcation will be done as soon as th
constitution of the P. G. R. is completed.

Shri GHANASHYAM TAT.UKDAR : With regard tO
(b) when do Government propsc (O complete the demal
cation lines ?

e formal

can be

~ Shri HARESWAR DAS: No specific time
given, Sir.

Shri GHANASYAM TALUKDAR : What is the total
area of the Professional Grazing Reserve in question :
were
1 Grazing Re-

to be excluded, but then
dere

at about

Shri HARESWAR DAS: In this connection there
some objections not to constitute a Professiona
serve— 2,000 bighas were ordered
again objections were raised, then 2,300 bighas were or
to_ be excluded. Now the total area stands

2,732 bighas.
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Number of refugee students in Sibsagar District who
were granted monetary help

Shri TANKESWAR CHETIA (Nazira) asked:
682. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

of refugee students who were granted
monetary help during 1955-56, 1956-57 and
1957-58 in the Sibsagar District (to be shown

Subdivision-wise)

(@) The number

(b) Whether it is a fact that once selected for such
t renewed till completion of

help the same is not re .
the school course €ven i the face of satisfactory

progress of the students ?

gec scholarships granted to students
I, School were not renewed during
1956-57 and 1957-58 even after submission of
of renewal applications along with the satisfac-
tory progress Ieports of the students by the

Headmaster of the School ?

(¢) Why the refug
of Namti Hig

ow the eligibility for renewal of refugee scholar-

(d) H _

ships is determined ?

() Whether it is a fact that the recommendations of
the Headmasters concerned are not taken into

consideration in such cases, and that the things

are without adhering to any principle or rule :

() Whether Government propose to issue instructions
to the effect that in cases of scholarships; etC., to
refugee students the recommendations O
Headmaster should be the main criterion of
selection ? .

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied :

682. (a)—The number of lante who Were grant-
ed financial assistance during;rle‘)fggiﬁeﬁsnllgfg-t;?‘;ﬁcl 1957-58 1n
S‘lbsagar District are 379,452 and ; 607, 1~espectivcly. (Su.bdm'
sion-wise figures are not available as the scheme 15 dealt with on
District basis.) =

€
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(b)—Government of India’s scheme is sanctioned on
annual basis with amendments thereof from time to time.
Students are to apply every year and their cases are considered
afresh on merits of the cases in the light of the scheme which is
in force at the time,

(¢)—No application from students of Namti High
School appears to have been received during 1956-57 and
1957-58 and as such the question of considering their cases does
not arise. :

(d)—Eligibility for renewal of refugee scholarships
depends on the following—(i) Displaced status of ihe students
and their parents/guardians, (i) Limit of income of the parents/
guardians, (i) Satisfactory progress of studies and other concts
tions prescribed in the scheme as amended from time 10 um(}
which is further restricted by the proviso that the number of
students receiving concessions does not exceed forty per Ccniﬁ
for Matriculation classes and fifty per cent upto class II 10
the total number of displaced students studying in these classes.

(¢)—Recommendation of heads of Institutions 1s taken
into consideration if the applicant concerned is otherwise eI{g;-
ble as per terms and conditions laid down in the scheme whic :
is determined on departmental enquiry in each case. Prmmpl(fh
and rules as laid down in the Government of India’s scheme are

strictly adhered to. - ¥

(f)—No. Issue of fresh instruction is not c_onsuéer(;gl
necessary as instruction to this effcct was already issue: :
District Subdivisional Officers concerned and recommendation O
the Headmaster concerned is always taken as one of the ma'ml
criteria for selection of candidates in the grant of financia
assistance for their education under the scheme.

Shri TANKESWAR CHETIA (Nazira) : With regard
to (¢) —will Government be pleased to state whether it 1S &
fact that the Refugee Inspector wisited this School in the'mlddle
of 1957 to enquire into the applications submitted by dlsplﬁCCd
students ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :
I will enquire into the matter, Sir.

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj) :

What ave the principles and procedures for granting financial

assistance to displaced and refugee students ?
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 Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
Financial assistance to displaced students is given 1o
accordance with the scheme laid down by the Government ©
India in the Ministry of Rehabilitation.

Loans to genuine Refugees
3hri TANKESWAR CHETIA (Nazira) asked :
683. Will the Chief Minister be plcasecl to state—

(a) Whether Government are aware that 1n most case;
the genuine refugees do not get loans or helps *

(b) Whether they are at the mercy of the Officers ?

(¢) Whether it is due to {heir extreme poverty v
satisfy the Officers ? ;

(d) Whether itis a fact that all refugees who aré

benefited by loans or helps from Goven'nnc‘l)eqt

are to satisfy the officials of the Refugee fhi-
ces by parting a substantial share of loans 2t
rants received ?

(¢) It so, whether Government pro

pose (0 check this
corruption in the Refugee Offices ©

[isé_] ri BIMALA PRASAD GHALIHA : (Chief Minister) :
1'Cp e
683,
(a)—No.
(b)-—No.
(C)——Does not arise,
(d)—No.

(e)—Does not arise,
Shri TANKESWAR CHETIA : Do

propose to take appropriate action against any Suc
tacts are supplied ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Yes, Si:

Shri DEVENDRA NAT [KA (Saikhowaii
Whether Government rECej\redH Lgﬁiﬁf}ts that non-bonafide
refugees get loan and grant from Government supetseding
the claims of genuine refugees ? '

Government
h officer 1
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
Sometimes such complaints are received, and when any thing
wrong is found, Government take necessary steps in the
matter.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh)
Whether the answer to Qnestion (/) has been given after
proper investigation ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : The answer was
based on the information supplied by our oflicers.

Shri BISHWANATH UPADHYAYA (Patharkandi) : Is
it not a fact that the answers were based on the information
supplied by those very officers against whom complaints were
made ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : We generally
have to depend on our officers but in case of any doubt th‘i
matter is investigated by higher officials of the Relief anc
Rehabilitation Department and the District Officers.

Shri BISHWANATH UPADHYAYA : Will Government
accept the information from hon. Members who have persond
knowledge in these matters ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Whenever any hon-
Member comes to know about corruption amongst the officers
it would be advisable to go to the District Magistrate or 0 tl?lﬂ
Police or supply the information to us. We welcome suct
information.

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) : Do GO
vernment propose to constitute an Enquiry Committee to go
into all these allegations which are prevalent in all places 11
the State ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : No, Sir, there is
no such proposal,

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj):
Are Government awarc that there are many touts in the
Refugee offices who influence the officers and deprive the
needy refugee from getting the loan or grant ?
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= Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
¢s Sir, but we have issued strict instructions that touts should
not be encouraged.

Judge’s Court in the District of Darrang
Shri MOHIKANTA DAS (Barchalla) asked :

684, Will the Minister, Judicial be pleased to state—

(¢) Whether Government are aware that there is no
Judge’s Court in the District of Darrang ?

(h) Whether Government are aware Or have any
information to the effect that for want of a
Judge’s Court in the above District the litigant
public have always to experience great incon-
venience and that there is delay in the admini-
stration of justice ?

(¢) Whether it is a-fact that Tezpur Bar Association
have been making representations to Goyernment
from tune to time for the constitution of a
Judge’s Court at Tezpur for the convenience
of public and quick dispensation of justice?

(d) Whether Government propose to —consider the
matter and take necessary steps for ~ const-
tution of a Judge’s Court at Tezpur ?

rep]ii{l?—i FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Judicial)
it 684. (a)—VYes. But the District Judge, the Addl. -
Coi net Judge, L. A. D. at Nowgong periodically hold Circuit
rec 1::% at Tezpur and the Government in this Department has
GOItl:rtt-AY directed the Judge, L. A. D, Gaubati to hold its
and %S Serasionally-ak Mangaldai also, to try Civil appeals
Id Session triable cases relating to that Subdivision.
(6)—No.
(¢)—No.
ot em‘ion(.fl)ﬁGm'cmmcnt has no such proposal under cof-

b)—-—sél.ri MOHIKANTA DAS: With regard to question
((an;c ple ?ove‘{rment aware that there are a U]arge number tg
« cases pending for a very i i St T . i

Geses pending fox a very long time at TerpArBEEEERES
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Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Judi-
cial) : Government collected information and it is not correct
to say that there are large number of cases pending in the Tez-
pur Court. If the hon. Member wants I can give the informa-
tion for the last two years : In the year 1956 only 63 civil
matters were filed before the District Judge and in that year 53
matters were disposed of. The hon. Member will apreciate
that for the purpose of disposing these 63 appeals and cases a
Judge cannot be appointed. There is of course, heavy arrear
in Mangaldai Court. We have taken necessary steps for appoint-
ment of a Circuit Court. I hope when that Circuit Gourt
functions the arrears in the Mangaldai Court will be cleared
very soon. The District Judge, Lower Assam District and his
subordinate judge will go there on circuit as early as possible.

Shri MOHIKANTA DAS (Barchalla): Are Government
aware that the litigant public {rom Tezpur have to go tO
Gauhati for the purpose of filing appeals and suits ? Does 1t
not mean inconvenience to the litigant public.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: It is not VeIy
inconvenient. So far as Mangaldai people are concerned 1t
is more convenient for them to go to Gauhati than to Tezpur.

Shri MOHIKANTA DAS: Are Government aware
that the Tezpur Bar Association submitted several represen-
tations to Government for the establishment of a Judge's
Court ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: In reply I hav}e
already stated that Government have not received such
representations.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa): 1IS
it a fact that the crime cases are increas:ng at Tezpur and t‘1e
establishment ofa Judge’s Court is keenly felt by the Goveri=
ment ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: That information
I cannot give now. But so far as the number of cases,
which have been instituted in Tezpur Court, are concerned,
they do not justify the establishment of a Judge’s Court at
Tezpur.

-Shri MOHIKANTA DAS: Isit nota fact that in every
headquarters in each district there is a Judge’s Court ?
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_ Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED ' (Minister Judi-
cials): That depends on the number of cases instituted in the
courts,

Adjournment Motion :

Adjﬂurnment motion l’egardiﬂg attack on the night of
23rd April, 1958 upon the peaceful population
of Mupa Maibong area by a large
number of Naga hostiles

Mr. SPEAKER: The questions are over.

an adjournment motion sought

Now I have got notice of
g Shri Tarun

é‘) be moved by Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya,
en Deka and Shri Gopesh Namasudra.

The motion runs as follows :—

defi '1rhat the Assembly do now adjourn to discuss ;a
on iz naen of urgent public importance namely, the war{{ -1
= ai}:F«ygk on the night of 23rd April, 1958 upon the peacefu
hols)ttill d‘ll(;ﬂ of Mupa Maibong area by a large number pf'N?ga
lllanv&% s1 100ling d_tead a Railsvay man on duty, serlpusly injur m}%
and t ?t llc rs, looting the Maibang Bazar, damaging telegrap
and i?13i1311;0.116 lines and Lhereby creating a sense .of greznat pNa;n;
Hills Al‘casl;l’i;y among the entire people pordering the g
lllovi‘:m.v’ as the hon. Members are aware, for the .purpose of
Rl gsélllfad_]ou_rnment motion notice has to he given updcr
in Assa of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business
n Assam Legislative Assembly.

discussed is

Then the question is whether the matter to be
There

i(ieﬁmte and whether it is of urgent public importance.
2 no doubt that this matter, viz., the wanton
T\/l[e mgh_t of 23rd April, 1958 upon the peaceful pop ;
Mupa Maibong area by a large number of Naga iles, 18
ahdehmte matter of public importance. Now the :
whether the matter is urgent so as to con.]e under thé P

of this rule. This has to be considered in the backgw“nd i
the entire series of incidents. : '
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So far as the wigency of the matter in terms of this rule
(Rule 56) is concerned, the incident concerned must not form
part of a continuous process. But so far as this incident is
concerned, it forms part of a series of incidents which occurred
during the last two or three years and on which Government
has taken some action.

There is a ruling by the Hon’ble Speaker of this House
given as early as 19th March, 1945 by Shri Basanta Kumar
Das. He held that a matter in which Government has taken
action already cannot form the subject-matter of an adjourn-
ment motion,

Then again there is another difficulty. An adjournment
motion must not relate to any matter which is not primarily a
concern of the State Government. So far as the problem of
law and order in the Naga Hills and attacks by hostiles are
concerned, they are primarily the responsibility of the Govern-
ment of India according to the present arrangement. The
Government of Assam is no doubt concerned in this matter, but
the primary responsibility for curbing the Naga hostiles is that
of the Government of India and not of the Government of
Assam. - So in view of thesc difficulties, I am not in a position
to admit the adjournment motion under Rule 60 of the Rules
of Proccedure and Conduct of Business in the Assam Legis-
lative Assembly. But I would draw the attention of tl_lﬁ
hon. Members who have given notice of  the :ul_;out‘ll-.
ment motion that. now - there arc - devices and procdures
which we did not have in the old Rules; Rule 50 angi Rule 54
now enable the hon. Members to raise a discussion on the
subject matter of the adjournment motion. Under Rule 5
2% hours’ time is permitted for discussion and Rule 54 enables

the Members to clicit a statcment from the Government in this
behalf.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Sir, with
all respect to your ruling relating to Mupa Maibong area about
the attack by Naga hostiles, T would like to say that there has
been mmdents‘ in the area. Secondly, so far as law and order
1s concerned, it is the primary responbility of the Government.
Therefore, with all respect to your ruling, 1 would like to

lm_ow from the Chief Minister what action has been (aken in
this matter,
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*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
Sir, while I would like to take the House into confidence over tl_lis
incident, it will be appreciated the in the interest of security
it will not be desirable on my part to disclose all the steps that
we have been (aking in this matter. At the same time I would
like to suggest that taking into consideration the situation
as a whole in the State it will also not be desirable on the part
of this august Hoiise to discuss in details on this matter. But,
Sir, T would certainly like to inform the hon. Members
of this House to the extent that is possible keeping in view
what I have stated before. -

It is a fact that on the night of the 23rd a band of hostile
Nagas numbering about 20 raided the Maibong Railway station
and Community Project quarters nearby. The Assistant
Permanent Railway Inspector had heard certain movements
and shone his torch on which the hostiles fired and killed a
trolley man and injured the A.P.W.I. person. Alfter destroyi-
ing records and furniture and looting some cash and watch and
the pen of the Assistant Station Master the miscreants went to
the Project office where they also did some damage and robbed
the Project Officer. The miscreants then went off to the Mai-
gong Bazar and looted a shop carrying away some sugar, Dal,
torch batteries and some cash. Afier this the hostiles siarted
muving towards the north-east that is apparently again towards
their base in the Naga Hills. Our D.I.G., Trainiig who was
in the area of Laisong with armed police was alarted and he made
an endeavour to intercept the hostiles moving towards the Naga
Hills.  The latest report indicates that on the 24th evening our
armed police were able to intercept and engage the hostiles.
There was severe exchange of firing in which three hostiles
mcluding the leader of the party who was wearing a Captain’s
badge, one Naiyak and another wearing a olive green uniform
were killed by our police forces and their dead bodics recovered.
Two other of the hostiles were injured and were pursued by
our police but they disappeared into deep jungles. One 303
rifie and a D.B.B.L. Gun and a S. B. B L. gun were
captured by our police. I regret to inform the House
that in the encounter one of our constables was killed, two
received scvere injuries and three light injuries. First aid
to our injured personnel was rendered on the spot and they

®Speech not corrected,
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were taken to Laisong area where after further attention it was
decided to send them to Haflong. Unfortunately of the two
seriously injured persons it appears that the condition of one is
serious, large quantities of loot from Maibong were also
recovered by our Police.

It is true that there have been a few sporadic raids by
Naga hostiles in the plains areas and on some of these specific
questions have been raised in the Assembly to which answers
are also being given. In the United Mikir and North Cachar
Hills we now have a fairly large number of armed police
deployed under the D. I. G., Training. We are also contem-
plating that further effective stcps can be taken to cope with
any irruption from the Naga Hills into cither the plains areas
or the United Mikir and the North Cachar Hills.

Demands for Grants

Grant No. 14
«99.—Police”.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
On the recommendation of the Goveruor of Assam, 1 beg,
Sir, to move that a sum of Rs. 2,38,96,100 (Ruapees tyo CroEes;
thirty-eight lakhs, ninety-six thousand and one hundred), be
granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges w}luch‘
will come in course of payment during the year ending -?,181
March, 1959 for the administration of the head «99 _Police’ .

Mr. SPEAKER: The Motion in moved that a sum of
Rs. 2,38,96,100 (Rupees two crores, thirty-eight lakhs, ninety-
six thousand and one hundred), be granted to the Minister=
in-charge to defray the charges which will come in course .of
payment during the year ending 31st March, 1959 for the
administration of the head <99 Police”.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Si
I beg to move the Cut Motion standing in my name:

That the total provision of Rs. 2,38,96,100 under grant
No. 14, Major head—29—Police, at page 112 of the Budgct,‘
be reduced by Rs. 100, i ¢., the amount of the whole grani of
Rs. 2,38,96,100, do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

¥
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(To criticise the Government for their failure to instil a
sense of security among the people against the offence of the

criminals).

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)]: Sir, I beg to move the Cut
Motions standing in my name:

That the total provision of Rs. 2,38,96,100 under grant
No. 14 a1\./L'=1jloer head—129.—PoIica, at page 112 of the -Budget,
be reduced by Rs. 100, i. ¢, the amount of the whole grant
of Rs. 2,38,96,100, do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

(1. To discuss about the lot of low paid staff.
9. To raise discussion about the corruption of this
Department.)

o der grant

That the total provision of Rs. 2,38,96,100 un

No. 14, Major head—29.—Police, at page 112 of the “Bq”%ge;i:
be reduced by Re. 1, ¢. ¢., the amount of the whole gran
Rs. 2,38,96,100, do stand reduced by Re. L.

(To raise a general discussion).

Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):
Sir, I beg to move the Cut Motion standing in my name:

That the total provision of Rs. 2,38,96,100 under grant
No. 14, Major head—29.—Police, at page 112 of the Budgetf
be reduced by Re. 1, i. e., the amount of the whole grant ©
Rs. 2,38,96,100, do stand reduced by Re. 1.

oy
[(1) To criticise the use of the Police to suppress worker osf'
and peasants’ struggles and to uphold the vested interests
the ruling party and rich class,

(2) To criticise the failure of the Police to bring into

books the criminals and offenders,

(3) To criticise the failure of the Police to enlist popular
Co-operation.

(4) To cl‘itigise the failure of the Police 1© control the
wave of corruption,
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(5) To criticise the unnecessary creation of Police force
and augmentation of expenditure.

_(6) To criticise the attempt to hide the failure of the
Police to give protection to the border people of the Naga
Hills from the sporadic raids and extraction of levies by shifting

the responsibility to certain political parties].

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sm;bhog): Sir,
I beg to move the Cut Motion standing in my name:

That the total provision of Rs. 2,38,96,100 under grant

No. 14, Major head—29.—Police, at page 112 of the Budget
be reduced by Re. 1, i. ., the amount of the whole grant of

Rs. 2,38,96,100, do stand reduced by Re. 1.

(To criticise the Demand.)

I heg tO

Shri MATHIAS TUDU (Gossaigaon): Sir,
move the Cut Motion standing in my name:

That the total provision of Rs. 2,38,96,100 under granﬁ
No. 14, Major head—29.—Police, at page 112 of the Budgel,
be reduced by Re. 1, i. e., the amount of the whole grant O
Rs. 2,38,96,100, do stand reduced by Re. 1.

(To raise a general discussion).

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: Sir, I beg to move the
Clut Motion standing in my name:

That the total provision of Rs. 2,38,96,100 under grant
No. 14, Major head—29.—Police, at page 112 of the Budget
be reduced by Re. 1, 7. ¢., the amount of the whole grant O
Rs. 2,38,96,100, do stand reduced by Re. L.

(To criticise the Demand).

~ Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Sir, I beg to move the Cut Motion standing in my name:

? That the total provision of Rs. 2,38,96,100 under grant
No. 14, Major head—29.Police, at page 112 of the Budget,
be reduced by Re. 1, 7. 2., the amount of the whole grant ot
Rs. 2,38,96,100, do stand reduced by Re. 1.
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(To raise a general discussion as to what should be the
role of Police in a democratic society).

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA  (Nalbari—East): Sir, I
€g to move the Cut Motion standing in my name:

That the total provision of Rs. 2,38,96,100 under grant
No. 14, Major head—29.—Police, atpage 112, of the Budget,
be reduced by Re 1, . e, the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 2,38,96,100 do stand reduced by Re. 1.

(To criticise the Police activities).

Mr. SPEAKER: All the Cut Motions are moved as
above,

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
I. Speaker, Sir, I beg to raise a discussion as to the role that
the Police is expected to play in a democratic set-up, I want
!0 discuss certain principles rather than going into the details.
he first point that I propose to raise is what is the law and
order policy of this Government.. The sccond point is what
will be the role of the Police in this policy ; against whom are
they to be used, and what should be their relation with the
beople in general ? Sir, it is now past 10 years that we have
attained independence and this period is fairly long enough to
bring about a change in the out-look of the Police in the State.
Before independence the role of the Police was by and large to
suppress popular movements and maintain the iron rule of the
oreign imp-rialist, but after independence when our Constitu-
tion was adopted and when the shining objective of our Gonsti-
tution is social justice, political, economic and others, not only
to a particular set of people, not only to a particular class or
party but to all the people, the role of the Police must change.
Previously during the imperialist regime, it appeared as though
Violence was the motto of the Police and that the Police must
utilise force, At present it is not necesrary that violence shoul
be the motto of the Police. Thereby of course I do not mean
that our Police force should haye only the feminine virtues?o
tenderness and weakness or cowardice,

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afiaid the hon. lady Members of
the House may take exception to the words—Ifaminine WEAKIESS
or cowardice! (laughter).
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
I may put it the other way round, Sir. It is no doubt true that
our Police force should be endowed with the virtue of modesty
with firmness, but not with the vice of cowardice. We do not
expect from the tenderness or weakness of the fairsex.........

Mr. SPEAKER : Then how will you enrol ladies in the
Police force ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: That Ido
not support, Sir. Butatthe same time, the Police force should
be helpful to the society at large, to be helpful when the people
are in difficuities and in danger. Now it must be admitted that
and as a matter of fact the Chief Minister himself admitted on
the floor of the House on the 17th March, 1958, that the general
law and order condition in our country has improved rather
than deteriorated in the sense that the crimes are not 1n the
increase. Thatis a very good compliment to our people. But
on that very date in answer to a question raised by my Fl‘lcng
Shri Choudhury of Nalbari-East, the Chief Minister was please
to give certain answers which were not at all encouraging. For
example, he was pleased to say that in the N albari Thana in the
year 1956, as many as 133 burglary cases were reported to the
Police and the Police could investigate and charge sheet only
out of these 133. In 1957, as many as 107 burglary cases were
reported but the Police could complete investigation till the
date of the answer only of 11.  This is, I beg to submit, not 2
very encouraging feature for our Police. Then there is another
thing, Sir, prior to independence it was only thought to be the
normal part of the Police duty to be of immediate help to the
landlords and capitalists as against the peasants and workers.
After the independence we expected that there would be 2
change. But what do we find especially with regard to the
Police investigation in cases under Section 107 or 144 or 1’45
of the Cr.P.C,? The Magistrates often depend on Police
reports for passing final orders. Now it is almost invariably
seen that with regard to Police reports in these matters, he who
pays the piper calls the tune ; he who can bribe the Police, gets
the report in his favour. It is only natural that the poor PCQPI}"
cannot oblige them with gifts or presents and therefore 1t 18
almost invariably seen that in these things police Teports go
against the poor peasants or workers. There is no wonder,
therefore, that during the past few years cases under the
preventive sections of the Criminal Procedure Clode have been
increasing and the ordinary people, the common people, the
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poor people have been the victims. The landlords and capita-
lists instead of going through the lengthy procedure of the Civil
Court prefer to take advantage of Sections 145, 146 or 147 of the
Criminal Procedure code and the Police immediately go to their
help. In this way, instead of our Police becoming the custodian
of justice, have become the hand-maid of the rich. This is the
position. Not only this, there are many more instances.
Yesterday, my Friend, Shri Hazarika from Golaghat was pleased
to raise an important matter on the floor of the House about
the repeated havocs caused by fire recently in different parts of
Assam. Every one in the country feels for these victims of fire
havocs. But what is the attitude of the Police in this respect ?
At Chandmari at Gauhati many houses were gutted by fire.
ere was a piece of land the possession of which was alleged
to be disputed. One rich man very well known to many of
the hon. Ministers, of that area claimed that he had a right
over that piece of land, but there was nocase pending. Now
as soon as the houses were burnt to ashes, that man ran to the
magistrate and lodged a case stating that he had dispute with
regard to that particular plot of land about possession and there-
fore he wanted to attach that plot of land so that these fire
victims might not build houses there any more. Then the
Magistrate called for report from the Police and the Police was
only tuo pleased to give the report in favour of that rich land-
lord. The fire had burnt their huts to ashes; now due to the
Police report, these fire victims have lost their right to build
even sheds for their shelter in this area, because the police have
fenced the arca against any possible intrusion. This is one
Instance. Just another similar instance would have taken place
at Nowgong, but somehow or other it was averted. But these
things are not rare. Then again with regard to clearing ©
hlgl_lways, it is often expected, and very 'rightly too, that t_hC
Police would keep the roads clear. If the hon. Minister-in-
charge of the Police go by the South Trunk Road which is
National Highway, near Takaubari he will find that some rich
men so many Singhs and Khans, have converted the road itsel
nto veritable motor garrages or repairing shops. Even two
motor cars can hardly pass through tﬁat portion of the National
ighway. But unfortunately our Police have got nothing to do
W{th this. But if a poor rickshaw-pullar stops for one OF two
Minutes in a part of the road, he is at once taken to tasks
he is kicked and slapped. That is the attitude of our Polic®
to the poor vis-a-vis the rich. This is not the end. Thereare
Many more instances. If some people find themselves tO bt_: Illn
imminent danger, and the police is immediately informed, W‘; -
our police will not find time generally to go there immediately,
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There at Gauhati just on the entrance of the Fancy-bazar—I
think the Minister-in-charge of the Police knows this—there is
a Sikh temple, that is about half a furlong from the Police
Station. The other day, just two days before the Idd, a large
number of people gathered there at mid-night and forcibly
demolished a part of the three storeyed house which was in the
process of construction, of a neighbour belonging to the minori-
ty community, on the ground that that it would obstruct light
to the top floor of the Gurdwara. These people tock the law into
their own hands and demolished the house and the owner of the
house frantically rang up the S. P., the D. S. P. and the Police
Station, but no help came within two hours. Even after two
hours when the town Sub-Inspector came, he did not enter into
the premises, he did not assist the owner in any way, nor did he
try to disperse the mob collected there, but he simply asked the
people to remain calm and quiet and not to get themselves
~ agitated and that he would come the nextday for making neces-
~ sary investigation. In the mecantime, however, the poor house-
owner escaped to safety. ‘The next morning when 1 visited the
area at 10 a.m. then only the Police Inspector appeared at the
place of incident which took place at 12 O’clock midnight, that
- 1s, as I have already stated, only at half a furlong distance frOfn
the Police Station. The S. P’s. residence is also there 1n the
heart of the town, he also did not feel it necessary to pay 2 visit
to the place of occurrence. If the crowd could not keep them-
selves calm and quiet either because of weakness or fortitude,
then there would have been a veritable riot there at that very
hour. High Police officers were there in the next mornlngt
enjoying the Bihu festival or the l.?uhu Tamasas either ;11

Union field or the New field. That is the position. In ¢ g
next morning at 10 a.m. when I met the Police Inspector an

asked him. ¢ ‘How is it that no Police officer came to er_iqlllll;e
about the incident that night ?”’— he replied, “What 1s_ttC
necessity ? Should the Police ofﬁccrs_go on enquxnr}ﬁ, 11;_1(;
every small incident that takes place daily in the town : G
further stated that if the Police could have gone there WI;-::

force, the situation would have further worsened. This 1s € g
policy of appeasement. T he other day the hon. Fmanct
Minister stated that he did not know how the Governmen
was following a policy of appeasement. 1 say, Sir, -this ‘s an
instance of appeasement to those who take the law into their
own hands. Recently, Sir, there was a burglary, some house-
breaking near about my own house at Gauhati 11 the house of
a poor widow. Somehow or other the thief was caught and
the poor widow rushed to me and said, “Can’t you send an
mmformation to the Police so that they may come and take charge

)
——
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of the thief ?”+~'T sent the information to' the Sadar Police
Station and they were pleased to ask the people either to bring
f:he thief to the thana or to keep him with them till next morn-
ing if they could. These people who caught the thief’ were
quite capable to bring him to the thana. But they said:
“Who will take the trouble, Afterall if we go to the thana
with him then something might happen. He has been brought
to the road. So, better let him go.” Thus saying they released
that thief. So, Sir,in this way the police is maintaining law
and order, police is maintaining peace, police is checking
burglary, theft and dacoity. Thisis one instance I have given.
There are many more instances. I am thereby not saying that
all the persons in the Police Department are bad people. That
is not so. There are good people as well. But the very process,
the very attitude of the Police Department specially in the high
ranks is extremely bad. What is the example of their pers'?z?al
life ? Gauhati is a dry area. I should like with all humility
to request the Chief Minister, who is the Mipister-in-charge .Of
Police also, to make an enquiry what the high ranking police
Ofﬁ(:(_ars do at mid-night in that dry area. In Shillong also he
can investigate about the personal ‘conduct of the polic_;e ofﬁc_:ers
at the top rank. He may also please make certain investiga-
tion how promotions are given, rewards are awarded for alleged
good work. He will find that in the Police Department during
the last few years promotions have been given only on one
condition, only on one criterion and that is favouritism. Those
who are senior people and whose service record sheets have not
even a single spot are often let down and those who happen Lo
be favoured either by the police boss or by some Minister,
whatever that might be, get promotion and they get even 6or 1
increments at a time. There are many instances at my disposal.
I can give just one instance. One particular officer Was sal

to be deputed to the Naga Hills and when he reached Dimapur
he fell ill of appendicitis and he had to come back and get
himself admitted in the Welsh Mission Hospital at Shillong and
a staif car was placed at the disposal of his family members
so that they might attend on him in the Hospital. But he was
not only shown as on duty for that period but he Wwas recom-
mended for the All-India Police Medal for his gallant WOT k
the Naga Hills. That is a specific alleoation 1 am making and
I may request the Chief Minister {0 !ijnvestigate whether that
man was registered in the Welsh Mission Hospital as a2 indoor
patient or not and at the same time whether he was SEOWR 27
on duty in the Naga Hills and whether he was recqmlneanl"ld
for Police Medal or not for hig gallant work in the Naga Hills
at the same time. Then I know alsp among others one insfance
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where some Sub-Inspectors have superseded many senior people
and have become Inspectors and some of them have been posted
at Aijal. That is only by way of illustration. Iam not going
to deal with individual cases. But the fact is that there are
such people who have been promoted in that manner. Let the
Chief Minister himself look into the service sheets of those
people who have got double or treble promotions. Let him
satisfy himself by comparing their service sheets with that of
those who have been superseded. All these have happened
within the last few years and we expect that the present Chief
Minister will look into this because Police happens to be a very
important arm of the Government, and for many things we are
to depend on the police and even for appointment of Ixtra
Assistant Commissioners, Magistrates and other Government
officers police report is necessary. Even for a small Govern-
ment on?) a police report is-necessary. It isa common know-
ledge that if some police officers are not well pleased or disposed
towards a man then either his report is somehow or other given
in a twisted form or at least it is delayed. We also f-ind that
in the investigation of cases charge sheet is not submitted to
the Magistrate concerned and he is to send reminder after
reminder and sometimes even the first information report 1s not
sent along with the accused. Why so ? It is because the
police people want to take some breathing time within 'wlnch
this party or that party can approach them with some gift and
then that party gets a report in their favour and the result is
that actual justice is not received. In the law court I think
many of the.hon. Members who are adorning the Treasury
Benches had very good practice on the criminal side as lawyers
and I hope they will agree with me that at least 75 per cent of
the police cases fail because of bad or defective investigation by
the investigating police officers, as they are not atall trained in
the line and so the process has become very complicated. It
is a technical affair, but those police officers who are kept in
charge of investigation are not at all trained in the line. More-
over due to corruption, favouritism, nepotism that are prevail-
ing in the Police Department, some police personnel have
become very debased every day. In some fields of course they
do splendid things as they have done in Pragjyotispur during
the Congress Session. Whenever any distinguished guests come
to this country they see that those guests do not get any discom-
fort. "There are other fields also where they do examplary
work. But why do we not see the same spirit of work from
them all throughout, on all occasion ? Afterall they are also
human beings and whenevyer they see that good service is not

recognised, when they see that Favouritism and intimate
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connection only matter in the matters of promotion, naturally they
are not very much enthused to work hard. Therefore, I should
like to suggest that this administration should be very carefully
probed into and I should like to say that the again stable
should be cleared specially at the topmost positions like the
Inspector General of Police, Deputy Inspector General of
Police, etc. If their conduct in the matter of promotion and
other things be not above suspision then the morale of our
police force will not be high and in spite of the fact that many
brilliant youths of our country are coming to this Department,
this Deparrment will always remain rather an eye-sore.

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is an admitted fact that our police force
together with the Military form the core of the State apparatus:
The character of the State depends mainly on the purpose for and
the manner in which the police force is used ; it is a berometer of
the character of the State. In moving my cut motion 1 V‘{Ould
like to criticise the attitude of this Department. The atmude’
of the Department isto suppress the peasants’ and workers
movements. During the alien rule, Sir, the role of the police
was two-fold ; firstly, to help the society by bringing the
unsocial elements to book and, secondly, to restrict the political
movements and development of the democratic parties. During
the British rule, Sir, this latter role was applied, specially to
restrict the movements of, if not to crush, the political parties
including the Indian National Congress. But after indepen-
dence, it is directed against the leftist parties like the C.P.I the
R. C.P.I. the P. S. P., etc. For instance, we found that Our
movement for the establishment of the oil refinery in Assam
was attempted to be crushed by the Government, though of
course they failed. This is a clear and glaring instance in that
direction. ~ The hon. Member Mr. Bhattacharyya cited many
instances. Now, Sir, let me also cite a few instances. In
Dangabasti in Sepon Mouza, there is a landlord whose 1ame
is Bhimraj. There the cultivators wanted to have their share
of the crop, i.¢., four-fifths, to which they are entitled under
the Adhiars Act. But Bhimraj was not willing to give thelr
share ; he invited the police force and ip their very Presence
he with a few of his men reaped the harvest and went e
In this way we also found in Baltoty during the years 1947 -48
and 1949, how our police force sided with the Mahajore
entered into the granaries of the peasants. took out paddy an
carried it to the trucks of the }I)\dai}ajax;,s, (4 votee e ete
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were orders from the Court possibly). The Court certainly
did not direct the police to carry paddy from the granary to
the truck. I do not think such an order was issued by any
Magistrate. However, I do not like to go further into this as
some time will be necessary to go into the details. Another
point that I would like to mention here is that the police have
failed to enlist popular co-operation. Why people should co-
operate with the Police Department ? For instance, in 1949,
one Siba Gohain in Madury was beaten senseless by the Police
of Nazira and was carried to the police station by a cart. He
wanted to. have some water ; in fact, he cried for water,
but the Police officer gave him urine in a Kochu leaf. This
was reported by an ex-M.L,A. to our late Chief Minister
Mr. Bardoloi in a public meeting at Sibsagar. In 1950, one
police officer.........

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. Member will be using bis
time as well as the time of the House better if hc refers to

incidents which took place in recent years,—happenings of 1950
are eight years old.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):
All right, Sir, even now we find that our police officers are
always after some political partics. In 1955 we had a district
meeting at Sibsagar ; it was an open mecting and known to the
Police. At that time a dacoity was committed near No-Kacl}arl
or Selleng in Jorhat Subdivision, but some of our representatives
were arrested in that connection. I met the Superintendent
of Police and the Deputy Superintendent of Police at Jorhat
and told them that these persons were present in Sibsagar for
two days including the very night" the dacoity was committed
at No-Kachari or Selleng, but still they had becn arrested and
put in Jail. I donot like to go further into this matter. That
is why the police fail to enlist public co-operation. Then,
Sir, here in  Shillong last year the Garrison Cinema Hall was
suddenly taken possession of by the police when a picture was
actually on the run and at the point of revolver the show was
stopped. But later on what happened ? The Police failed in
the Supreme Clourt and lost the case. In this way, I can cite

many instances but due to wan = At et
further. want of time I do not g

q Té}enlﬁ S_ira t}“i POliC:.C have failed to bring to book criminals
ARGV e I'he criminals are at large everywhere. It is
very interesting and strange that the Superintendent of Police’s
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i office here in:Shillong was burnt down ;

the Secretariat build-
r thrice ; even the

ing was attempted to be burnt down twice O
tendent of Police’s

Superintendent of Police’s and Deputy Superin

- cycles have been stolen. These are also day-to-day occurrence

. in Dibrugarh. Sir, in one village

and onec Manshyam Das were looted.

the corruption. The corruption is rampa

in Samaguri Sarbeswar

Kakoti’s house was looted. The houses of one Muka Gogoi
No one could be

_arrestfad s0 far. In this way, I can cite thousands of instances
in which Police failed to bring the offenders to book.

o control the wave of
nt everywhere in the
lable in black market

Even Police Offi-
A’s, are purchasing

Fourthly, the failure of the police t

State. Cerr}ent and C. 1. Sheets are avai
but not. avaﬂ.ablc from Government stock.
cers, other high ranking officers and M. L.

. these things from black market.

Shri MOHIKANTA DAS (Barchala): Will the hon.

- Member give specific instances ?

Mr. SPEAKER : I hope, the hon. Member is not speaking
for himself,

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) :
Corruption is rampant and this Anti-Corruption Department
has not been able to do anything worth the name. So my
suggestion is that this department should be manned by people
from outside the Police Department and this department should
be under an officer other than a Police officer. This should
be a department quite outside the Police Department. The

resent Anti-Corrunptio Department is manned by Police Officers
and if they commit something wrong who will detect them

Fifthly, unnecessary increase of Police Force and augmenta-
tion of expenditure. Police personnel in the State is_being
increased day after day, whereas our State is contracting i
areas but increasing in police personnel., When Sylhet Naga
Hills and North-East Frontier Agency were within Assa;n then
the police force consisted of only 5000 persons and the
p(:)plllatlon was 90 lakhs. Now, the areas al[?c : getting Jesser
with the_separation of Sylhet, North-East Frontier Agensy
and the Naga Hills and the population is even now, 90 lakhs
but the police personnel have increased to 16,000.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHA i inister) ¢
hief Minis :
May I know where from the hon, ﬁ%r(gtlﬁm figure ?
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Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri): “a
I have learnt that this is the figure. I shall not be surprised if |
Government even now come forward with a supplementary ]
demand for the increase of the police force. 3

In this way, you will see that the number of police person- i
nel is increasing immensely, but the population remains the
same minus the areas of Sylhet, Naga Hills and North-East
Frontier Agency. Our hard earned money is being squandered
recklessly for no tangible and effective purpose. Whether thgs
means that we are aiming at a Democratic State or _Totall-
tarian State ? We have not been able to give protection to E
the bordering people of the plains districts near the Naga
Hills. Four persons were kidnapped but these persons are yet
to be recovered. Another person working in Dimapur Road
who belongs to Sibsagar Constituency and Bogidol.l village;
was kidnapped but in spite of repeated letters from his parents
there is no trace of him. Now, the people living in th.eﬂ border
areas are living in Lopeless and panicky condition. Ihey are
passing sleepless nights. My suggestion is that when we know
that some police officers are doing some excess by misusing
their powers, we should form a high power committe€ to
enquire into these matters and in case we find some of them
giiilty of the charges they should be severely punished. I do
not say that all officers aré bad and corrupt but when some
(or a part) is wrong the whole is wrong according to the logic 4
which we were taught in college. (Langhter) Corrupt and
bad elements should be ousted and our Police Department
should be manned in such a way that pecople may have
confidence upon them, they may feel secure and they can give ‘
co-operation to the Department for checking corruption.
Without co-operation and goodwill of the people nothing 3
tangible can be done. I, therefore, suggest that a high power
Cqmmittee be appointed to investigate into the excesses com-
mitted by police officers and to oust the bad elements and
man the department in such a way that police officersin a
democratic country behave properly and discharge their duty
efficiently and to the satisfaction of the masses SO that they
can command confidence of the people as without confidence of
the pe ple the department cannot make the Jeast progress.

-~

|

1

_ With these few words, I take my seat. I thank you for the '
time allotted to me to express my view. I thank other Members _ %

of the House for the keen interest they have taken in this
matter,
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Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (S_orbho_g): Mr.
Speaker, Sir. I want to speak on my Cut Motion. Sir, a huge
sum amounting to more than two crores of rupees has been pro-

vided for the Police Department. In other nation building

Departments for example—Agriculture, Sericulture, etc. we do

not find thatso much money has been allotted. Sir, although we
have got a huge police force yet the crimes are not dicreasing,
rather they are increasing day by day. In practice we find that
the huge police staft is mostly corrupt. If any person goes to
any Police Station to lodge an Ejahar, it will not be recorded
unless the Police men there is paid some money. F urther it
has been seen that crimes, like dacoities, burglaries, etc. that are
committed near about the Police Station are larger in number
than in the outlying villages. This is the case we have noticed in
case of Sorbhog Police Station. The crimes are more near
abqut this Police Station ; within the radius of 2 miles of the
Police Station we have seen there are more crimes. This is be-
cause the Police connive with the criminals. Instances are not
rare when Police will advise the criminals to hide when any
Occasion arises to apprehend any criminals. Police connive
with the criminals to commit crimes so that they may get a share
%f the spoils. Thatis what is happening in Barpeta Road Out
la(ftt'P There the officer in charge of the Out Post, during the

uja became dead drunk and committed all sorts of nui-
sance on the street.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):

»

Which Police Station does the hon. Member refer to, Sir

5 Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR : Barpeta Road Police

ut Post ; the name of the Officer is Shri Narayan Bora. The

matter was reported to the Superitendent of Police, Kamrup

3;21((1 to the Inspector of Police, Barpeta Circle, but no action was
en. ;

. Mr. SPEAKER: The 1 - the hon. Member
did not do is that he did not rggort itt?‘;ntg}-m Speaker. ( Laughter)
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Shri GHANASYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog): Yes, Sir.
Now how can we expect better administration with such Police
men and officers ? Let'me give another instance, Sir, about
6 months back some Excise Officer along with the Police went
to a village named Chukrungbari, attacked the villagers with
guns and their hands were tied-with rope. This case was
reported (o the Government but the Government have not
done anything up till now.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):

Isit a Police case or an Excise raid ? f

Shri GHANASYAM TALUKDAR Excise case, Sir. 1
have referred the matter to the Government ; 1 can show the
letter written to the Government. - This is going on, Sir. One
of the reasons for this is the lack of education on the ‘part'l)f
the Police Officers and men. They should be provided w1tl_1
sufficient education. Suppose an outsider comes..to Gauhati
and enquires from a Police man about the location of the House
of a Minister or wants to know something he will not be able to
give the correct answer. This is due to lack of education. If
they were given proper training they could  have done . the duty
properly. .

Now, Sir, one of the reasons for the corruption on the part
of the Police is due to the low pay they get. They are not
paid sufficiently enough. In some cases we have séen that the
Police officers including Sub-Inspectors and Inspectors do not
get living quarters They have 0 hire ouses at exorbitant rates.
1 can give an instance. “At Dergaon, at Sorbhog many of the
police officers remain at hired  houses. If they have got to
sacrifice a large part of their pay as rent, how will they be able
to manage their family with the poor pay left alter payment of
lLiouse rent, how will they be ablé to devote (hemselves honestly
and assidiously (o their vespective jobs ? 1, therefore, request
Government to afford housing facilities to these poor police
officers and also increase  the salaries of' the low pard police
officers. :

~ Then T want to speak a few words about the Anti-Corrup-
tion Department. We have this Anti-Corruption Department 1n
our State in name but actually we find that corruption 1s rampant
in this Department. I say this from my personal experience.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Otrder, order, I have stated on the
floor of the House time and again that whenever any hon.
Member brings any time specfic allegation against any officer,
he should give me prior notice of it so that it can be forwarded
to Government for enquiry. This is a very wholesome practices
followed in the Lok Sabha and also in the British Parliament.
Had the hon. Member been pleased to take note of what I
said on previous occasion in regard to this matter, he would
have instead of wasting his time in the manner, devoted the time
allowed to him more fruitfully in some other useful matter.

Shri GHANASYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog): All right,
Sir.  What I want to say is that this department, the Police
department is a very important department. I do not mean
to say that it should be abolished. We all want it But
In order to serve the purpose for which it is meant for, 1t should
be more efficient. At times we find our people regard it as the
most anti-social and reactionery department. Therefore, chel
that this department should be manned by persons of higher
calibre and jntegrity. I do not mean to say that all the police
officers are bad men. My Friend, Shri Bhattacharyya has refel‘*-
red 0 an instance how a certain police officers rendered very
useful service. This type of officers should be always encouras
ged and those officers who stoop low and adopt unfair means,
should be sternly death with. 1 have no doubt that if .Gc)vm:n};
ment take up more vigorous and stern policy in Tk WIltle
this evil of corruption in the police administraion, then only -t
real purpose for which this department is meant for will be
achieved.

With these few wards, I resume my seat.

*TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-East): Mr. Speaker, Sif,
may I speak a few words? I only want certain clarifications
which the Chief Minister will be able to deal with in his reply.

. “Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
Sir, my time being very limited, if some more hon. Members

?l‘e allowed to speak I shall not be able to finish my reply in
ime.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have asked the Qhijef Minister to speak.

e e I
- - SRS

*Speech not corrected,
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- *Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am very grateful to the hon, Members for
their criticism and also for the valuable suggestions offered by
them for the improvement of the Police administration. Shri
Bhattacharyya, the hon. Member from Gauhati, has raised 2
very pertinent question, .. what is the policy of the Government
with regard to law and order. Sir, 1 think I should make it
clear that the policy of the Government in regard to this ques:
tion is to give justice to the people irrespective of cast or creed
or status. We expect that not only the police but all Govern-
mant officers, high or low, should give justice to all our people
according to the law of the land. Then with regard to the
Police, as I have alreadv stated, the Police should go to the place
wherever and whenever he feels that justice is lacking or law
and order situation is going to be disturbed no matter whether
it affects a rich man or a poor man. So it will not be correct
to say that our Police support the landlords and capitalists as
against the poor peasants and workers. But it is true that tl.ne
landlords and the rich people do sometimes create situation in
such a way as to take advantage of the Police patronage and
protection for themselves alone. I do not deny that there are
instances from which we find that such efforts are not lacking.
should however, like to take this opportunity to tell the House
that it is the bounden duty of the police to-come to tl_le aid o
the people either rich or poor alike whenever their assistance 18
needed.

Sir, the same hon. Member has pointed out certain 103
tances of police derilictions in different places. I am z}frald,
will need some time to collect the information raqun‘_cd to
enable me to give a suitable reply. But with regard to his alle-
gation that a particular Police Officer while he was 11l the hos-
pital was shown as in duty, Sir, 1 have been advised by the
department concerned to declare Categm‘ically in the House
that is a very incorrect statement, and we shall be glad to have
the name of the that parlicular officer about whom the hon.
Member has referred either here and now in case he feels uneasy
to give the name here, sometime after.

*Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Not at all uneasy, His name is Shri Amarendra Dutta. The
matter took place in 1956. '

e = — e

#Speech not corrected,

.
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. *Shyi BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):

All right, Sir, I will look into this. . But I have been advised by
the department that no such case occurred.

With regard to promotion also, these p’romotions are not

decided by one officer. There is a Selection Board consisting

of the Deputy Inspector General and two Seniof S“Pe"mte%{!icgltz
of Police, who sit together and look into the record_s of a £
officers, and select the officers for promiotion. Therefore, 1 clis
difficult for me to accept the statement made by . Frlﬁ{ln-
May be, there might have been some irregularity, somet lrg
wrong somewhere sometime but to err being  human, ! ﬁnd 1tdvebY
difficult to admit that these promotions are influenced DY
nepotism or favouritism.

v . ' 2 c
Sir, T have just been informed that the particular i)'fﬁcer];ltllt
hon. Memeher had mentioned, is not in the Assam Police.
in any case I will find out the actual position.

*Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhat:%é
He was in  the. Assam Police but his services were lent ];0 e
Central Government, and- his name was recommen ed tycat-
Assam Poice. He was in the Welsh Mission Hospltal for &
ment of appendicitis.

 *Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: I will look
into this,

: = I

With regard to the crime position ifl the‘St'ate, ast =
replied to a question on @ previous occasion, LA g}lls
decrease and it is so inspite of the troubles in the Naga Hilis.

- : : ; d
Then, Sir, with regard to the particular instances 1lcf€rlt‘§31 c
to by the hon. Member from Gauhati, for anmpkt, ik
Chandmari Sikh temple and other incidents, I will loo
them.

*Shei GAURISANKAR .BHATTACHARYY‘AZ I’}ﬂssilﬁ
Chicf Minister received any representation regarding the
temple incident ?

*Speech not corrected.
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*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :

I do not remember at the moment.

_ Then with regard to the point that for investigation our
police officers need training, 1 may say that we also realise it
and as a matter of fact we are going to make some arrange-
ments for training our police officers in investigation.

~ With regard to the charge made by Shri Barbarua that
police try to suppress the workersin the peasant movement
I should say that it all depends upon the nature of the
movement. If a movement is according to the law then there
is no occasion for the police to interfere, but if the movement,
I mean, at least the programime of the movement is sucC
that it violates the law then I do not know what elsc the
police could do. But it will be incorrect to say that the
police are suppiessing the workers in the peasant movement,
because since independence this movement is growing and there
has been sufficient freedom for all parties to organisc the
workers and peasants. Asa matter of fact a large number
of trade unions have since been formed in the Statc wit
peace and on many occasions with full co-operation O the
police. So, it all depends upon the programme of a particular
movement, If the programme is such that it may lead to
disturbance and to violate law and order then it becomes
the duty of the police to take proper steps.

Shri Barbarua also said that the = police engaged
}hemscchs to suppress the refinery movement. When thcl‘F
is a disturbance and there is violation of law in which prope”
ties are damaged then police have to take action accordingly
and they do it. I should like to draw the attention of the hon.
Members how on many occasions, particularly at Nowgonsg,
our police had to suffer. I am actually sorry for the police
for not turning up and doeing its duty in connection with the
refinery movement. This reminds me what happened in 2
public’ meeting that was held at Gauhati where my respected
predecessor, Shri Medhi, the then Chief Minister, and I were
present. You know, Sir, that this was a big meeting and there
was sufficient disturbance in this meeting and we were very
sorry to observe that some of the hon. Members of this
House, who were also present there, instead of trying to calm
tl?c people, repeatedly tried to excite the people to create
disturbance when police did not do anything.

B

#Speech not corrected.
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*Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
I was there in the meeting also and what the Chief
Minister says is not correct.

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Gh'ief _Nﬁlgftgg‘é
I was a victim of that disturbance and I .supmlt direc 11’1 stuar
it was the hon. Member from Gauhati himself on W
level this charge.

*Shri GAURISANKAR BI-IATT{&(_3‘.I-IARYYJ’LS-‘3 Jheﬁlsg
level the change upon the Chief Mlmster gcci‘l = e e
requested him to calm the people hedid not @
was also responsible for the disturbance.

incident

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: In that B0 0

the lights were switched off and then chalrs ly. 1 would

towards us. But the police did nothing aClllll?)wcd restraint
like to say in this connection that the police $

and it was remarkable.

. But the
*Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTAGHARYYA- :
Chief Minister did dot intervene.
ield fo
Mr. SPEAKER : The Chicf Minister need not ¥
such interruptions.

o baruﬂ-
*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: S*I“" e‘;ﬁr some
referred to certain incident at Chapon. But IL‘ i
time to enquire about it. But I do not agre opular
hon. Member, Shri Barbarna, that there is noc Gve—B
support for the police, As a matter of fact wolicc an
vast organisation for defence purposes under the pwith th
it has been possible to have that organisation i
Popular support of the people. Therefore, I d opular
the hon. Member can substantiate that there is 10 P
support for the police.

: e I need
With regard to the Garrison Theatre incident als0
some time to collect the actual information.

ng our
should
havc tO

: St S si
Sir, the criticism that we are unnecessarily mg:;a

police force is also not fair. The hon. Mcmwe

realise that since the partition of the country

e

*Speech not corrected.
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‘maintain our borders, particularly along the Pakistan territory
which extends upto iabout 000 miles. If we are to maintain
this border then how can we do'it unless we increase our
forces? There has been some increase in our police force no
doubt, but it is: much bélow than what the hon. Member

supposes.

*Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
Has the peace been maintained in the border ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: (Chief Minister)
I will reply to that separately. :

Shri Birendra Kumar Das quoted Mahatma Gandhi
- about the ultimate? ‘goal'of our State. I = suppose there 1s
hardly anything for me to speak about it because I do mot
" believe that such a day will come.

Adjournment
The Assembly was'then adjourned for Iunch till 2 P.M.
After Lunch

+Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
M. Speaker, Sir, the hon. Member, Shri Birendra Kumar Das,
suggested that in order to improve our police more qualified

people should he brought in.
(A Voice—It was Mr. Ghanashyam Talukdar.)

My, SPEAKER: Both of them.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA Sir, we agree with
him, but the Government has been finding difficulty in
getting  people with higher academic qualifications  1n
various departments. So far as my information goes, not
only this Police Department but also in the Co-operative
Department there are now more than a hundred vacancies
open for graduates, which we have not bheen able to
fill up as yet. Nevertheless we continue our endeavour to
improve the quality of recrnits to the Police and  other
Departments.

#Speech mot corrected.
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Wi)t}l n}elgard to corruption in the Police -DCParm{l]enfz’lisI
agree, Sir, e i h T ‘ ifying ot
gree, that there is much room for purifying thCI hope it

tration and it will be our endeavour to do SO-

will be possible to show some results after a reasona
of time.

ple peviod
e Sir hon. Member Mr. Talukdar referred toO
. course of an excise raid when some gentlemen .
Bro_]c_nr.lr.al Bodo received some injuries. ~There was a
enquiry into this case and the Magistrate’s findings, 59 Ii
I remember, were that the case instituted against the i
and Excise staff was a connccted one. *

Now, with regard to the amenities to the Police, there W
some improvement of their service conditions: It 18 thC_.POhCY
IS (.}OVf?i'nment to raise the salaries of all ﬂl‘Pal-d erf;i
ployees, including the Police, but for practical reasons it wi

bf’ possible to do so by stages only. As 2 matter of fzu:_iii
Government have been doing it for the past few years a3 Wfl

continue there cfforts in that direction. With- regard to e
hm‘lsmg of Police, we have many schemes ander contemp-
lation and have been giving effect to some
shortage of materials held up the progress

for some time, but we hope, Sir, it will be posslbl
improve the housing condition of our Police within ?r,eason-
able time. I admit that there is much room fonms
ment in various directions in the Police Department 15
but it is a question of time because we cannot condemn
people, nor do we propose to do so since they are LR
people. We propose to educate them in all respects and W€
hope within a reasonable timé they will be able to carn the
appreciation of the public in general.

pI’OVC"‘

Sir, hon. Member Shri Bhattacharyya spoke well about
what the Police did during the last Congress Session. I am
sure such appreciation will encourage them and 1 ihank him
very much for this. It has been “our advice to them, an
also our expectation, that whatever credit they have been
able (o earn by showing some good work during the Clongress
Session, they should and will try to carry it t© their other
works in future also. In' this connection, Sir, you will_permit
me to refer to a letter which [ reccived from . Shri Nityananda
Kanungo after the Congress Session, In the sameé Wa¥ as Mr.
Bhattacharyya, be was kind eribikh. T give credit to the
police and a appreciate their work. s I read from the Jetter:

=,
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“The other thing which struck me was the efficiency and
discipline of the Police. Having been connected with adminis-
tration for almost 20 years and having had experience of
the Police forces all ever India, I have offered this tribute to
the Police force of Assam not as an expression of mere polite-
ness, but of considered conviction”’.

Sir, this morning in connection with an Adjournment
Motion' I spoke about an incident in the North Cachar
Hills. We are indeed very sorry that one of our policemen
was killed and some two or three injured. I am sure it was
a sense of high duty that prompted them to undergo this
sacrifice and 1 suppose for that the House will join with me
in expressing our appreciation. It would have been better if
the hon, Members of the Opposition side had also said a
few words in this connection. But although they have not
said anything, I am qiite sure they will fully appreciate the
spirit of sacrifice of our Police for public interest.

With these few words I commend my motion for the
acceptance of the House and I humbly request my hon.
Friends who have moved those Cut Motion to see their

way to withdraw them.

*Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (G =
Except Cut Motion No.3, 1, on behalf of my (I“rzt?zlcli?ui)n'
the Opposition, beg leave of the House to withdraw those

Cut Motions.

(Cut motions, except Cut Motions No.3., were withdrawn
by leave of the House).

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :
I am sorry there has bpen a small omission on my part.
Another information which I want to give is about Shri
Amarendra Nath Datta. I understand Shri Datta is an
officer of the Assam Police ; he was deputed to the Subsidiary
Intelligence Bureau. So nothing is known to us about the
allegation made by the hon, Member that although he was
lying ill in the hospital he was shown as on duty. As he is
working in the Intelligence - Bureau, any recommendation for
award of Police Medal to him must have been made by that
department, because that department only knows what this

officer has done.

Gy
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Mr. SPEAKER: The question i
of Rs. 2,38,96,100, under Gragt No.14,
at’g age 112 of the Budget, be reduced by
of the whole grant of Rs.2,38,96,100, do stan

that the total proviéion

The House Divided
Ayes—I11

. Shri Birendra Kumar Das.

. Shri Bishwanath Upadhayaya.

Bhatta-
Charyya,

. Shri Ghanashyam Talukdar.
. Shri Gopesh Namasudra.

. Shri Harcswar Goswami.

1. Shri Khagendra Nath Barbar-

ruzh.
8. Shri Nilmoney Borthakur.
9. Dr. Sri Hari Das.
10. Maulavi Tajuddin Ahmed.

11. Shri Tarun Sen Deka.

Noes—DH2

. Shri Bimala Prasad Chaliha.

. Shri Rup Nath Brahma.

Prasad Tri-
pathi.

. Bhri Hareswar Das.

. M. Moinul Hagque Choudhury,
. Bhri Chatra Sing Teron.

. Shri Purnanda Chetia.

. Shri Mohi Kanta Das.

. Shri Girindra Nath Gogoi-

Dr. Ghanashyam Das.

Shri Mahendra Nath Hazarika.
Shri Indreswar Khaund.

Mr. A. Thanglura.

Maulayi Abdul Matlib Majum-

dap
Shri Bhuban Chandra Pradhani,

7. Shri Kamala Prasad Agarwal®.

9g. Shrimati Komol

Barua,
29, Pu Lalmawia.
30. Shri Larsing Khyriem,
31, Shri Lila Kanta Borah.
33. Shrimati Lily Sengupta.
33. Shri Mahadev Das.
34. Maulavi Mahamoied Tdris.
35, Shri Manik Chandra Das.
36, Md. Matlebuddin.
37. Shri Mohananda Bora.
38. Shri Mohindhar Pegoo:
39. Shri Malia Tati-

40, Shri Narendra Nath Sarma.

41, Shri Qmeo Kumar Das.

Boo1

Major head-—29—Police
Re.l, t.e., the amount
d reduced by Re.l.

Kumari
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16.- Shri Biswadev Sarma. 42, Shrimati -~ Padma Kumari
: Gohain.

17. Shri Dandeswar Hazarika,
. ‘ 4

(%]

; z : . Shri Radhika Ram Das.

18. Shri Dandi Ram Duita, :

- 44, Shri Rajendra Nath Barua.

19. Shri Devendra Nath Ifazarika. =
45. Shri Ramnath Sarma.

20. Shri Dhirsingh Deuri.

1 46. Shri Sai Sai Terang. .
21, Shri Durgeswar Saikia.

47, Shri Sarat Chandra Goswami.
22. Shri Emerson Momin, :
48, Shri Sarbeswar Bordoloi.
23, Shri Hamdhon - Mohan _ Hap- :

langbar. 49, Shri Sutendra Nath [)2le.
24, éhri Hari:iarayan Baruah. 50. Shri Tamijuddin Prodhani.
25. Shri joéa Kanta Barua, 51. Shri T:;mkcswar Chetia,
2%. Mrs. Joyotsna Chanda. 52

. Capt. Williamson A. Sang ma.

. Mr. SPEAKER : Now I put the demand. = The question
is that a sum of Rs. 2,38,96,100 (Rupees two crores, thirty-
eight lakhs, ninety-six' thousand and one hundred), be granted
to the Ministcr-in-charge to defray the charges which will come

in course of payment during the year ending 31st Match, 1959
for the administration of the head—29.—Police”’.

(The demand was adopted.) .
Mr. SPEAKER: Now we take up Grant Nos.23 and 53.
Between these two demands there are 45 minutes allotted but

those Members who want to participte should be. particularly
brief so far as these demands are concerned.

Grant No. 23

*“42,—Co-oper ation—I.—Co-operative Societies’’.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Co-
operative) : On the recommendation of the Governor of
Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum of Rs. 31,39,400

(Rupees thirty-one lakhs, thirty-nine thousand and four
hundred), be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the

e 1
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char ‘hich wi i

endiggs ‘;\]ht(%]] \-\'1111 comre in course of payment-during the y

“42..;(;0_ S alch, 1959, for the administration of the g eacti
lo-operation—I—Co-operative Societies™ =

Grant No. 53

%72 —Capital Outla .
y on Indust 1
(I —Development of Co-t‘)perative)’s:.rla e

Sir t()n the recommendation of the Governor of Assam, "I beg,
1&1{,115())‘ };n)ove that a sum of Rs.37,00,000 (Rupeces thirty-seven
= E granted (o the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges
3lat M“fl-ll come in course of payment during the year ending
i arch, 1959, for the administration of the head AT

pital Outlay on Industrial Df:veiopment—-(lI.-—»—Dcvelopment

of Co-operative)”.
(The Motion was lost)

Easglf“i PRABHAT NARAYAN GHOUDHURY (Nalbari-
: :Sir; I beg to move the Cut Motion standing 10 MYy

name :

400, under Grant No.23,
operative Societies, at
Rs.100 i.¢., the amount
do_stand reduced. by

That the total isi

o al provision of Rs.31,39,
gﬁaj')g head 42.—Co-operation—I.—Co-
of gt:l 62 of the Budget, be reduced by

Rs. 13::()_“&10le grant of Rs. 31,39,400,

larly(}aqlcr_‘“dsc functioning of Co-operative Societies partica-
ilure of the Government .to help Cn—operative arming

SUCieties,)

Shri
ri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Sit.T

beg
0 : :
move the Cut Motion standing in my name:

That the total pt-ovision of Rs. 31’39 400’ under Grant
! ive Socie-

No.23 oo S 2

ties, at I;faggl Slt]j;d((l)fq.gl'_co“opm‘ation—I-;(Jo-operatw
amount of the wholet & de?eta be rediiced by Re- Bt the
by Re,1. : > grant of Rs, 31,39,400, do stand reduced
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(To criticise the Government for allowing the Co-operative
movement for being utilised for the benefit of a few influential
persons as against the masses of the toilers.)

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
Sir, I beg to move the Cut Motions standing in my name.

That the total provision of Rs. 31,39,400, under Grant
No.23, Major head 42,—Co-operation—I.-—Co-operative Socie-
ties, at page 362 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1,1i. e, the
amount of the whole grant of Rs.31,39,400, do stand reduced
by Re.l. '

(To raise a general discussion.)

Mr. SPEAKER : All the Cut Motions are moved as above.
#*Shri NILMONEY BURTHAKUR (Dibrugarh):

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Co-operative movement and the
Co-operative Societies have assumed great importance in the
present sct up of administrative. In an undeveloped country the
co-operative societies have immense part to play in building the
economy of the country, but here thé co-operative movement
has not yet taken a shape of what we expected. Here the
history of the co-operative movement started with the recom-
mendation of the Famine Commission of 1901. The Famine
Commission recommended that co-operative societies should be
established so that ecredit facilities could be extended to rural
areas. So the co-operatives movement was started with village
credit societies where credit facilities were made available
to the agriculturists particularly during the cultivating season
and this co-operative movement continued to cater till the
war period in this line when co-operative movement was
extended 10 consumer stores and a few marketing socicties
but the management of the co-operative movement was
not happy and the control exerted by the Government was
such thai _most of the co-operative societies died their natural
dc.ath. That Teft a very bad impression on the people.
Village people are not enthusiastic to start co-operative socie-
ties. I can cite many such cases, A few months ago 1 visited
Tipling area in the Dibrugarh Subdivision and the people
there represented to me about the bad state of affairs of the
co-operative movement but I said thatit was no use repre-
senting these facts to me; instead they should represeut the same
before the Minister. Of course, if they wanted me to say their

#3pecch aot corrected,
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views to the Minister, I could do the same. People there said that
there are two kinds of societies one is flond co-operative society
and the other is Shri Tankeswar Baruah’s co-operative society-
I asked how was that. They said that a co-operative society was
started generally by acquiring land. People holding annual pattas
were pursuaded to become members of the co-operative
society giving them attraction that they would get good dividend
and their place would be converted into beautiful townships.
T'hey became share holders and surrendered their annual patta
lands to the co-operative society but ultimately they found that
such a co-operative society was nothing but a monopoly of 2
few and they had to remain content only getting Wages
sometime as daily labourer. Now, if you iry to form co-
operative societies in those areas people will meet with lathies,

Now, it is the defined policy of the Gevernment to settle
land with co-operative societics as a result most influential
people have becomé the sole owners of such societies. When
a co-operative society is started, two or three influential persons
take the major shares and become the prime mOVers andl
giving a few shares here and there to some real agriculturists
they monopolise the societies. Some indusirial co-operatives
haVc_ been started. Here also two or three influential persons
%ﬁ it registered and apply for a loan and get their purpose
ulfiled.  You will find that in 75 per cent Cases that is the
case, For instance, Dheki co-operative societies have been
formed in Nalbari area. There are about 3 or 4 such co-opera-
tive societies. These are bogus co-operatives. In these a few
influential persons monopolise. As a result the co-operative
Mmovement has become very unpopular and distressful to the
people,

But still it has immense potentialties. So the present
Structure and management of co-operative movement should
¢ changed. Now Government have taken a decision te
Popularise this co-operative movement and for this purpose
a Co-operative Week was organised—I speak = from 1Y
Personal experience that in celebrating this co-operative week the
organisers confined it only to headquariers towns for example,
Dibrugrah with the result popularisation of this co-op_cran}s;e.
movement does not reach the minds of the poor people in t lc
rural’areas, it does not reach the minds 0 the lanless agricu™

turists in the villages. Proper popularisation of this movement
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should -be in the rural areas so that  the people can be
explained as to its utility and importance; so that it will
help lo,create self-confindence in the minds of the poor people.
It won’t serve any useful purpose simply by distribution of a
few leaflets and pamphlets in the town areas. In order to
help the people it is very necessary that the entire structure
of this co-operative movement should be changed. “To do this
adequate and effective campaign should be launched in thé
rural areas, but for doing this the initiative should be with
the Department. It should not be left to the people ; if
the initiative is left to the people, the result will be the same.
It is imperative that the Department should take the initia-
tive and leadership, the Department should go to the rural areas,
explain to the people and help in the formation of co-opera-
tives ; it should organise public meetings for popularising the
movement, If these things are done, I have no doubt the
movement will be successtul.

Now, as to the investment side of this co-operative
movement. It is our experience that after a co-operative
society is formed and registered, the Department does not have
any more contact with it to see how it progresses or how
it works. If money is granted to a co-operative society the
Department does not concern itself as to how that mdncy is
spent, If it is a credit society the Department does not care
to see whether that credit was actually utilised for productive
purposes. In most cases we find that people who took loan,
that loan is generally spentin festivals or things of that sort
and not utilised for productive purposes. So there should
be a law to prevent misuse of these loans. At present we
have no :?uch laws. It must be the primary duty of the
Co-operative Department to sce that the money “is utilised for
productive purposes because if money is spent recklessly as at
present, co-operative movement even if it comes into being
will not serve the purpese for which it is meant.

I hope the Government will give proper attention to this
matter. '

Shri PR‘@BHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURI (Nalbari-
East) : Mr_. Speaker Sir, in moving my cut motion I do not
want to go into details about the function of the co-operative
movement. I do not want to go to the evolution of co-ope-
rative activities in our country and in our State. Co-opera-
tive, though a voluntary organisation of the people, it hag
mayy possibilities in a country so much so that without going
to makeshift arrangements co-operative can run the adminis-
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ferent spheres besides providing all- welfare
and  functional measures ol the people. This has now been
envisaged by our ‘Government itself that wedded to socialism

as - India is, it must be donc through' co-operatives. - There
rogramme also to that end for im-

Rural Credit through the Reserve
keting with rural credit through

tration in allits- di

provement of rural economy by
Bank uf India linking up marx
Marketing Co-operative Societies.

_ The main problem of the country being land reforms
which is also the main theme of the Planning Commission

of India, its implementation is loft to be done through Farming
Co-operatives. Time without numbers - our Government s
bold cnough to say that Farming co-operative 1 the only way
towards economic justice. But in practice we¢ are often. disap-
pointed to find nothing substantial has bee’ done from the
Government side for developmen

t of the Farming co-operative
though in the Budget Speech every year the Finance Minister
makes great promises.

_ I know that co-operative Farming, is a comp lex subject which
involves qustions of human relations, technical  and financial
assistance and incentives. But a good biginning of its1s to be
made. Going to the progress made 10 this regard in.our country
to the end of 1956, only 22 <uch Farms are working successfully
with subsidy and help, none_of whom helongs to Assam (2 of
which belongs to Bihar, 3 to Bombay, 2 to Madhya Pradesh, one
to Madras, 2 to Orissa, 3 to the Punjab 2 0 the Uttar Pradesh,
2 to West Bengal, one to Hydcrabad now Madhya Pradesh, 3
to Mysore and one to T rivancore-Cochin, and none to Assam.)

Sir, in Assam according to our Government report—there
are 81 Farming co-operatives of mixed type up to - 1957, It
is . said that _of - these 10 are favoured With subsidy of
Rs.540 to each. Imagine the volume of work of a Farming
co-operative and the baksis given - to it. Once our Prime

ew Delhi on 29th November

:35;/' clxprcssed his he! plessness that iT.l his person alsP he l‘;}ile.d
ofh 1?]{2 a co-operative movement. in Delhi in spite- of his
orts for eight months. Then look to the fate of otherpeople.
- T to the Jand problem and. out. probler 6l RS
Nalb;ri area ﬁ\?e of Peihthf;s have come 1nto b'emg AT
diffieal 2 U R W ich are functioning with sexteeme
iculty. In Uparborbhag which is one of the miost thickly
pﬁ)pulat?d‘ parts qf the world, wlﬂich‘arca was once visited ' by
the Minisier of co-operative and Agriculture last "ycar,
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there has been organised a farming co-operative namely, Dakshin
Uparbarbhag Krishi Pan with about 300 peasants where ahout
2000 bighas of land have been brought under Boro cultivation.
Our Revenue Minister went to visit the farm on 15th February
1958, on public request. He was extremely happy with what
he saw. 1 went to that place and on enquiry I was given to
understand that for some areas the yield per bigha was 15
maunds, but in some years it comes down to 7 maunds.
Now about 20,000 maunds of paddy have been grown succes-
fully where there was no crop grown during the last fifty
years. But the difficulty is that for unproductive purposes and
excavating drains and giving bunds, providing power pumps
the farm had to make an initial expenditure of Rs.20,000 and
desired this amount from Government as subsidy and Rs.25,000
for cattle and other loans. But this matter has not been
considered by Government yet. When our Prime Minister
Shri Nehru, inaugurated the Co-operative Congress on 1lth
April 1958 remarked and perhaps correctly laying emphasis
on the necessity of cooperative farming and said boldly that
in our country some people discard co-operative farming smac-
king of communism. This is really so. If Govermment fecls
shy to help such enterprise, I am afraid the movement will
be nipped in the bud. I request Government notto make any
discrimination in the above regard. Our Chief Minister, Shri
Chaliha is through and through a co-operator. The achievement of
Assam in the field of co-operative, particularly the Assam Co-ope-
rative Apex Bank Limited, is the result of his efforts. Really to be a
Minister of Co-operative onc must believe in co-operative princi-
ples. I hope this Government will not feel shy to help the
flourishing co-operative farming throughout the State of Assam.

Rural Credit being the main thing for development of rural
economy the Ccntra}l Banks are the nerve centres of co-operative
?nr_wements. According to the scheme of the Reserve Bank of India
it is proposed to have ordinarily one District Central Bank for
one district irrespective of people’s voluntary efforts. Co-operative
Centra} Banks are gomng to bhe established in places where
people’s Yoluntar:y initiative is nil and some other Clentral
B_ank whlch_ survived for the last 30/40 years like Nalbari and
Sibsagar which are better than many of the Government
sponsored Central Banks in the State in all respects are
proposed to be merged with some mush-room Central Banks
organised on district level. T should like to sound a note
?f caution that it will once more lead to chaos. I understand
in Bihar and some other provinces on the above grounds have
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obtained special permission of the Reserve Bank to have more
than one Ceniral Bank in one district where found necessary.
I hope that our Government will not lose sight of this very
mportant aspect of the thing.

Then again about the Industrial Co-operative Societies
also, there wjgerle discussions held under the Head of Industries.
But I would like to point out that these Industrial Co-operative
Societies have not yet been given a proper lead. The;c
Industrial Co-operative Societies are not supervised by the
Ndustries Department considering the fact that these are
Co-operative Societies, and the Department has nothing to do
In respect of those Industrial Co-operative Societics. t?]o, Slu-,

think, some ways and means are to be devised so attl‘e
Industrial Clo-operative Societies also can be properly super-
Vised,

_ Then, Sir, I come tospeak a few words about another
thing, There are largenumber of Agricultural Credit, Non-
Agricultural Credit and also several types of Societies, 1n_our

tate. Only audit and inspection have not been enough as
they are not done efficiently. Sometimes, the aud}t remarks
4re passed on by the officers concerned without taking proper
dction on them, and subsequently these things are not taken
o account at all. I know of many instances of such
Uregularities.

Then again I would like to point out one thing parti-
cularly about my place. Particularly there are instances of
Nalbari, Co-operative Officers posted there are changed fre-
Quently from there. There are instances that within a period
of two years there have been nine changes in the posting of

fior  Inspector of Co-operative and Deputy Co-operative
flicers at Nalbari. As soon as- a Deputy Co-operative
cer is posted there he is immediately transferred to some
other places. To my mind this practice should be stopped.
Unless and until there is something serious against an officer,
¢ should not be disturbed by transferring him immediately
from the place where he has been posted a few months back.
he officer should be given a chance to make full play of his
Services in the place where he is posted.

With these few words, Sir, T commend my Cut Motion
for the acceptance of the House.
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. . Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North Eakhimpur): -Mr.
Speaker, Sir, In supporting the amotion moved by the Hono-
urable  Minister for- Go-operative, I would like to speak a few
words regarding the Co-operative movement in Assam stage
by stage. :

At the outset this Co-operative movement in Assam began

in the days of the old British masters. In those days there
were only Credit Societies. In my opinion the success of the
Co-operative movement does not depend on the Government.
But it depends mainly upon the aim of the people who
constitute it and the workers of the GCo-operative Societics.
The aims of these Co-operative Societies were to give credit
facilities to..the people at the beginning of the Co-operative
movement in Assam. As the aims of these Co-operative
Societies were correct. to some extent, most of the Societies
survived in spite of the rude behaviour from the old British
masters.

Now we are happy that our Government are taking keen
interest on these Credit Co-operative Societies which are
rendering valuable services to a large number of people in our
State.

Then the next stage is about the formation of Clonsurners’
Clo-operative Societies and Trading Co-operative Societies which
were formed in our State in order to get facilities for procuring
controlled goods. When the controls over goods werc lifted,
most of these societies could not survive. Of course, there aré
a few societies: surviving till now which were formed at that
time. I know of one society named Binapani Congumers’

Co-operative Society in the district af Darrang which survived
after the control on goods was lifted.

Then again there are - Farmers’ Clo-operative Societies.
Regarding these Farmers” Co-operatives which have been
formed throughout the State, their aims, I should say arc
not correct ones. The aims of the Farmers’ Co-operative
Societies are only to get Government land., 1 have seen not
even one of such Co-operative Societies which has been formed
by thé people who own lands but all has been formed mainly
for the purpose of getting Government land, After getting land
from the Government the share-holders of these Co-operative
Societies often tries to dissolve the Society in order to get
individual pattas of the land. We have seen in the last tour
of the Estimates Sub-Committee that about 50-60 Farmers’
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Co-operative Societies were formed and none of them was
formed with the correct aim. Now the formation of Farmers’
Co-operative Societies in our State is necessary in view of
the fact that we are going to have a socialistic pattern of
society,

In this connection, T would like to cite some sentences
from the Mehta Committee’s Report which runs as follows i—

_ “Its spectacular progress in China has increased its attrac-
tion, Tt must be borne in mind that conditions here and in
China differ vastly, - Many of the difficulties are fundan}ental
to the political constitutions of these countries. Tt will be
Wise to bear this in mind in planning to quicken the pace of
Co-operative farming”.

Then there is another report from which I would like
0 quote a passage which is as follows ¢

. ““This was the decision of the Sixth Development Clommis-
Sloners’ Clonference held at Mussourie. In view of the added
acilities which Gramdan villages provide for co-operative
arming, co-operative marketing of village produce m_c.lud_mg
that of village industries, consolidation of holdings, utilisation
of land for community purposes and the creation of _an
Almosphere of mutual trust and co-operation, we consider
these recommendations are  of vital importance”.

_This is the correct aim of the Farmers’ Co-operative
Societies, Therefore 1 request the Government to consider 1n
this line and try to encourage Farmers’ Co-operative Societies
N the villages where this Gramdan movement is in the f:ll"
SWing and where the people have donated the village with
their properties. Regarding this in the Sixth Development

O‘mmisgignerg‘ Conference at Mussoric it was suggested that
—“Clo-operative farming forms part of the nationl agricultural
Policy, 'Gramdan presents the most favourable ' conditions ' to
Work out successfully programmes of co-operative farming
of several types. Co-operative farming should therefore be
€ncouraged in Gramdan villages, This will demonsirate to@
Other areas also the benefits of co-operative farming’’.

So, Sir, regarding the Co-operative farming I want to
request our Q(overnment to take into consideration thcs%
suggestions of the Development Commissioners.as well a3 ©
the Mehta Committee’s report, Then, Sir, there are various
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kinds of co-operative societies of .whic_h I have not much
knowledge or esperience. Now there is anether kind of co-
operative societies which if they are constituted with proper aim
will serve our cause greatly. I have seen several such societies
in my constituency—in my own Subdivision of North Lakhim-
pur. What I have seen is that proper attention and proper
care is not taken to make these societies more effective. These
societies have got enough money from the Government and
other assistance in the shape of godown_and Otl_lers. What |
have seen is that the Secretary who is appointed for the
society is merely a person who 1s a seeker of job only. They
are only anxious to get their salaries. So one such society, 1
mean the Naranpur Marketing Society, which has up till now
purchased only about 5 to 6 hundred maunds of paddy had
to spend about Rs. 1,400 on account of salaries for the staff
of the Society. If this is state of affair, then these Secieties
cannot survive. So I request the Government to man these
societies with right type of persons. The Manager and the
Secretary—they should be efficient and honest persons. So T
request the Government to take necessary action on this line.

Again my Friend fiom the Opposition, Sri Borthakur,
said that Agricultural Co-operative Society should be formed
with the landless people. Regarding this I may say that
there may be very few co-operative societies with the landless
people. Government may give land to these landless people,
but after the land has been given the people will not be in a
mood to form a co-operative society because they are only
hungry after land. I want to request the Government that
when an a.gncu.ltural €o-operative is formed it should be at
first ascertained if the people will form the co-operative with
their existing land. So the Development Commissioners’ Clon-

ference suggested that in the Gramdan Villages there can be
good agricultural societies,

With these suggestions, Sir, T sy : i d
by the Minister and oppose the’Cut f/ﬂ,c:};nt:}e e

Shri JOGA KANTA BARUA (Jaipur): I want to

grotcst about what has been said ahout the Bibrugarh Society,
AT,

Mr. SPEAKER : The

Th question was addressed to the
Government, 10pe  Government have resources enough to
reply to this question,



e

1958] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 3018

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Co-
operative): Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 am grateful to the hon.
Members for the interest they have taken in the Co-operative
Department. Sir, since January 1954, the Co-operative De-
partment launched its first effective drive to advance cheap
credit to the agriculturists. Since then it is gaining momentum
from day to day. In 1954 rural credit to the extent of Rs. 12°5
lakhs, more than 6 times of the previovus year, was issued. In
the succeeding year 1955-56, about Rs. 20 _Iztkhs were {ssued to
about 10,000 familie . In 1956-57, you will find it _increased
to—with regard to short term loan—Rs. 50 lakhs—medium term
—Rs. 25 lakhs long term—Rs. 5 lakhs thus covering about 6
per cent of the indebted families. In 1957-58, our programme
for short term loan was one crore,—medium term loan 34 lakhs,
long term loan—10 lakhs 50 thousand rupees, covering about
double the number of the previous year, £.¢., 13:3 per cent thllc
indebted families. From these figures, it will be seen that the
progress of the co-cperative movement is really very dynamic
in this State. Sir, in 1954 we started with a credit progr amrrllclt
of Rs. 12°50 lakhs, and that has gone upto near about Rs. 1}
crores at present.

. Sir, in this connection I would like to point out sl ol
since the Co-operative Apex Bank is handling the loan pro-
gramme, the total amount that was actually drawn by the peo-
ple from the Co-operative Department through it as ﬁhort erm
loan amounts to about Rs. one crore, 64 lakhs and thirty thou-
sand. ‘This will give an idea as to the service the Department
is giving to the people, Medium loan drawn in this period is
to the extent of Rs, 25,37,000 and the long term loans to the
extent of Rs.1,59,000 were issued by the Bank. Now with
regard to this amount of money that was issued to the people
as short term loan, only about Rs. one lakh and seventy thou-
sand is overdue, which is abont 1-19 per cent of the total
loan issued. Therefore to say that the Co-operative Department
IS not doing any service or it is not doing any satisfactory
crvice 1s not a real compliment which it deserves, because 1
these few years the Department has advanced a sum of Rs. oné
c¢rore, 64 lakhs as short term loan and this money, the hon. Mem-
bers must remember, was issued to the people without any
Sécurity, and of this amoung only a sum of Rs. one lakh seventy
thousand,_ ze., 1'19 per cent of the soral loan Jsnieds S over—
due. ThlS 18 a P]lenOillCnal success a(‘hiCVfd in Cnmparj%()n (0)

the whole of India. I know of the States where the icidence
of over-due is to the tune of 5¢ pcr' C{:—n;. Here is a State with

a Co-operative Department where the overdue is only 1:19 per
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cent. 1 hope the hon. Members will join with me in recording
their appreciation for the officers of this Department, at least
for the work done so far as the credit side of the coJ-()peralive
movement is Concei'ncd. _sir, I entirely agree with the hon,
Members that the credit is not the sole work or should not pe
the sole aim of the co-operative department. Itis just a begin-
ning of the co-operative movement, in as much as these loans
are issued to the cultivators to help them to increase their pro-
duction. My Friend, Shri Nilmoney Barthakur, was suggesting
that we should pursue the people who take loans from the
Clo-operative department in order to ascertain u_fhcther they
use the money for the purpose for which it was given. I can
assure my Friend, Siry that so far as short-term loans are con-
cerned, they are being used for the purpo:e of agricul-
ture actually, This money is advanced as short-term loans
covering the agricultural season only, There is Do question of
utilising the money otherwise. Still then, Sir, it is always looked
into as to whether the money is actually utilised tor the purpose
of agriculture or not. With regard to minimum and long term
loans 3 there are complications and I quite agree we must have
thorough organizations to pursue these cases. Now, Sir, whll_e dis-
cussing this question my Frzengl, Shri Barthakur, said that in the
co-operative movement the initiative should be with the depart-
ment and not with the people. He said that the people must not
be allowed to form the co-operative societies ; if they form them,
these will meet the same fate as they did in the past, i.e., these
co-operative societies will die. Sir, my Friend is completely dif~
fering not only with the report of the All India Rural Credit
Survey Committee which is now virtually the Bible of the Co-
operative movement in India, but even with the modern trend
of thoughts. You must have seen, the other day in the Co-
operative Congress, the Prime Minister of India said just the
opposite thing. FHe said that there should not be any official
interference whatsoever. Now, Sir, as the Co-operative Minister
of the State I am and also my department is in great difficulty.
There are two views. One view is this that the public should
not be believed ; only the Co-operative Officers should take all
the initiative and control and guide the whole movement.
Well, Sir, it 18 more or less the pattern that is followed in Russia,
i.e., effective State control backed by the executive and legisla-
tive forces. On the other hand, there is the second opinion that
the co-operative movement has nothing to do with the Govern-
ment, It must be a movement of the people, lead by the people
and for the benefit of the people. The All India Credit Survey
Committee have found out a vig-media ; they said that since our
experiences in India, in view of the fact that our people were
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backward, was not very happy, we should find out a sia-media.
Now, what is that viz-media ? Since capital formation is ev!¥
shy in this country, since our people have not sufficient money
to run co-operative organizations, the State should actively Pars
ticipate in it. ‘The State mustnot only help in the mattcr ©
supplying capital, but also help at the time of formation of the
Co-operatives. The State must also continue to give all necessary
guidance and advice to the people and the Co-operatives. But
all these do not mean control of the co-operative movement DY
the Government. = Now, this is'the policy we are pursulig at
present. The initiative is with the people, but the Co-operative
officers are expected to help them by guidance in the matter ©
formation of co-operative societies. Now, when they form 1t,
if they have not sufficient capital, the State must participate 1t
the sharc capital and must allow the co-operative society t0
have sufficient money at its disposal. In order to facilitate the
State to supply funds by way of subsidy and participation in the
share capital, the State must be allowed to have some hold over
it. Now, the question is, Sir, whether - that control should be
a control in the real sense of the term or just a sort o_f superin-
tendence or guidance in order to nourish the co-operative move-
ment ? Sir, the present view and the thought current 10 the
country that the department should not interfere or control the
Co-operatives go counter to the view just now expressed by mYy
Friend, Shri Barthakur that the initiafive should be with the
department. In any case, Sir, the solution lies in the middle
path, and that is what is being followed by the Co-operative
Department in Assam. But Iagree with my Friend, Sir, that
there should he proper investigation in loan cases. I assure my
Friend that whatever loans are issucd by the Co-operative De-
partment, short-term, mediumsterm or long-term, all are . issuc
for the purpose of increasing the production of the country.
Agricultural operation in various stages need help. Tor better
production an agriculturist must have loan; for selling 1_115
goods, he must have marketing facilities ; he must have facilities
for processing his goods also. ~All these are covered by the co-
operative movement.”  In order to make him economically
stable, he must be free from debt and should have an economic
holding. For such purposes loans are issued. Thesé arc the
basis, these are the considerations on which loans are issued.

Another complaint of my Friend is this: certain €0-0pere
tives are being formed in the State which are really the co-
operatives of the rich people. And he has mentioned in this
connection the case of Shri Tankeswar Barua and ¢aid that this
gentleman had formed a co-operative which, in the real sense
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of the term, is not a co-operaiive. Sir, I bave seen this co-
operative. There is a fine farm with a beautiful sugar-cane
field. I know the position. There are two parties, onc party
alleges that itis a real co-operative, but the other party refutes
it, Itis alleged that some people imd been deprived of their
lands in the name of the co-operative. While it is true that
there are opponents of the co-operative movement, it is equally
true that there are selfish people who take advantage of the co-
operative movement and also of the sympathy of the C}overn—
ment for co-operatives. I, therefore, entirely agrec with the
hon. Member that before registering the co-operatives, there
should be a thorough enquiry as to the real intention behind
every co-operative.  Sir, normally even if some rich men join
together and form a co-operative, it is to be treated as a co-
operative as any others formed by poor people. There is no
way out. Again there may be some co-operatives which
although at the beginning are formed with the bonafide inten-
tion apparently, may ultimately prove to be not genuine co-
operatives. I, therefore, agree with the hon. Member that at
the time of registering a co-operative, Government should care-
fully and thoroughly investigate and satisfy itself that it is a
genuine co-operative. I can assure my Friend that Government
have given more stringent mstructions to look into this aspect
of the maitter.

Sir, with regard to the criticism that we should, while
launching co-operative weeks or such other programmes, give
more attention to the villages. T entirely agree with this view
and keep a note of the suggestion given to me.

Now coming to the suggestion given by my Friend, Sri
Chaudhury, who is well connected with the co-operative move-
ment and knows the problem possibly much more than I do
myself, it is true that the progress in the Sgate about co-operative
farming is very slow. The reason is this: there are diametri-
cally divergent views in this country about the nature of the
co-operative farming. It is true, Sir, after the report of the
Delegation to China was submitted, there was considerable
enthusiam, and from many directions it was suggested that
Government should sponsore co-operative farms. But subse-
quently there had been great divergence of opinion. In some
areas it was found that the movement was taking rather a
very unhealthy shape. As has been said just now by my
Friend, Shri Bora that co-operatives were formed in the name
of co-operative farming only to get settlement of land. In
some places it was found that co-operative was only in the
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Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-
East): Co-operative is formed in the name of a farm and not
in the name of the co-operators.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
When land is settled with the co-operative
there is nothing wrong but the difficulty is this that the so-called
co-operators who are the members of such a farm divide the
land after getting settlement and hold it individually, as every
one holds land today. These are the difficulties. We referred
the matter to the Government of India at their instance and
we are to go slow in this matter till they give us some final
direction. It is true that while delivering the budget speech
the Finance Minister of Assam said that we would give more
stress in co-operative farming. But unfortunately, since then,
we have been asked to go slow in the matter because the
Government of India are re-examining their position. e
have been reminding Government of India as to what we
should do in the matter. But we are not getting their direction.
However, I can assure my hon. Friends that whatever policy
1s taken in this matter we would pursue the same carefully.
Even in the last co-operative Congress there was no unanimity
in this matter although our Prime Minister said that we mUust-go
for co-operative farming. The Congress itself could not come
to an unanimous decision during the last Session where Go-ope-
rative Ministers of all over India including mys.elf: Sl
present. There being no unanimous opinion on this 185U e
was allowed to remain where it had been. !

Co-operative) :

My Friend made another complaint about frequent trans-
fers of ‘our officers. I agree with him that itis so. In fact
Efter I took over charge of this Department I myself have
frt;en as;{lng the Department not to transfer our officers
= quently. But there are certain difficulties in it. At present

€ are running the Department with a very great shortage O
personnels. In the level of Assistant Go-operative Officers

g;ere are vacancies for more than 150—it may be 170 I
S nnot give t}rlc_ exact figure just now. The Assam Public
érvice Commission advertised “to fill up those posts, but as

inst

far iti
suchas I] remember only 63 petitions were received asaga
a large number of vacancies.  There were not adequate

number of people willing to serve j : Further
! ve in this Department. u

I find that the Clo-operative Department p;ﬁticulaﬂy the posts

: or like a

of A.C.Os., is more or less like a halting station
recreati_or_l room 1n a r:-_ulWay Statiotr B ecaule peoplc co'me,
take this job when they are in difficulties to wait for some Hme
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and then as soon as they get a better job they go away to
some other department. To be a successful officer of the co-opera-
tive Department a lot of human metal and energy are required.
The job in this Department is arduous in nature. An officer
of this Department has to deal with hundreds of people. He
is not-only to accommodate their opinions but to shape it and
guide it and that too in rural areas amongst rural people. He
finds. it rathen. a  difficult job particularly when he gets

: : - hem not
2 of the co-operators .and sees thel
divergent opinions of the difficulties to deal with' the

i meé : :
ggétﬁ.inrfi}::s :illzl:iassowhich make the Job dlfﬁcult: Even the
oﬂi&l:)ers who are trained how to deal with people in the rural

areas also find it very difficult to deal with them. So. people
are not inclined to remain in this Department. Then, Sir, I feel
that the pay scale for our officers is not attractive enough

compared to many other Departments and as a refult of thl?
we are running our department with a great shortage o
personnels. Over and above that there is a programme that
the co-operative officers of the country must be given training
in the co-operative movement because 1t 1s said that as our
officers are not trained and as the co-operators themselves are
also not trained the movement failed. So we want to remove
these causes by giving training to our officers. _Besides, the
non-officials who are connected with the co-operative movement
or who are assisting the Government in the co-operative move-
ment should also be given training. Every year we send a
batch of officers and as soon as they come back another batch
is sent. In this way, Sir, we hope to solve our problem. But
this adds to the shortage of the officers. In fact many of our
good officers are transferred whenever difficulties arise. When-
ever an officer earns reputation in his work he is transferred :
frequently to tackle difficult problems. And in this way indirectly
it becomes a punishment for him. In fact shortage of officers
is the main reason for frequent transfers. On the whole to solve
our difficulties certainly we will have to do things more
dynamically. All these difficulties are being examined by the
Government. As soon as those difficulties are solved I hope
we will able to check frequent transfers. In any case in the
meantime we will see that our officers are not transferred very
frequently. It is necessary that every officer should know
his localities thoroughly and he must study the people and the
problems there. These are possible if he remains there for
sometime.

I hope with this assurance I have given and in view of
the probléms that I have enumerated just now my Friends
will- be kind enough to withdraw their Cut Motions. J

R R e A e i SR



}.

1958] DEMANDS FOR -GRANTS 8019
(The Cut Motions were, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

Mr. SPEAKER : Now, the question is that a :s;:l_m .BC{
Rs.31,39,400 (Rupees thirty one lakhs, thirtynine thousand a0
four bundredj, be granted to the Minister-in-charge to “t'hz
the charges which will come in course of payment Ejurm% the
year ending 31st March, 1959 for the administration ©
head ¢42.—Clo-operation—I.—Clo-operative Societies "

(The question was adopted).

oy thirty
The question is that a sum of Rs.37,00.’000 (Rupees

seven lakhs) be granted to the Min‘istel"m"Chargfl t12 ndCﬁtz?lz

the charges which will come in course of payment t-‘-’nl--g he

year ending 31st March, 1959 for the administration o =~

head “72.—Capital outlay on Industrial Development—[11.-
Development of Co-operatives]”,

(The question was adopted).

GRANT No.31

“52.-A.—Other Revenue Expenditure connected with
Electricity Schemes”

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Electricity): Sir, I beg to move Grant Nos. 31, 32 and 56.

On the recommendation of Governor of Assam, I beg Sir,
t0 move that a sum of Rs. 3,57,000 (Rupees three lakhs and
fty seven thousand) be granted to the Minister-in-charge
to defray the charges which will come in course of pay!ncnt
during the year ending 31st March, 1959 for the administra-
tion of the head—*52-A.—Other Revenue Expenditure connec:
ted with Electricity Schemes’.

GRANT No.32

“XLI.—Electricity Schemes —Working Expenses’’

. On the recommendation of the Governor.of Assan I beg,
Sir, to move that a sum of Rs.16,98.800 (Rupees sixteen I Ehs'
ninety-eight thousand and eight himdie d) be granted 10 the
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‘ Minister-in-charge to defray the charges which will come in
course of payment during the year ending 31st March, 1959

" for the administration of the head “XLI.—Electricity Schemes
— Working Expenses’.

GRANT No.56
«:g].-A.—Capital Outlay on Electricity Schemes’’

On the recommendation of the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that a sum of Rs.53,21,100 (Rupees fifty-three
lakhs, twenty-one thousand and one hundred) be granted to the
Minister-in-charge to defray the charges which will come in
course of payment during the year ending 3lst March, 1959
for the administration of the head—“81- A.—Capital Outlay
on Electricity Schemes’’.

My, SPEAKER: The motion moved is that a sum of
Rs. 3,57,000 (Rupees three lakhs and fifty seven thousand) .be
granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges which
will come in course of payment during the year ending 31st
March, 1959 for the administration of the head ““52.—A.—Other
Revenue Expenditure connected with Electricity Schemes®.

The motion moved is that a sum of Rs. 16,98,800 (Rupees
sixteen lakhs, ninety-cight thousand and eight hundred) be
granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges which
will core in course of payment during the year ending 3lst
March, 1959 for the administration of the head “‘XLI.—
Electricity Schemes—Working Expenses”’.

The motion moved is that a sum of Rs. 53,21,100
(Rupees fifty three lakhs, twenty one thousand and one
_hundred) be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the
 charges which will come in course of payment during the year
ending 31st March, 1959 for the administration of the head
«g]—A.—Capital Outlay on Electricity Schemes”’.

Shri HARESWAB GOSWAMI (Rampur): Sir, I beg
to move the cut motion standing in my name under grant
Nao. 56. :

That the total provision of Rs. 53,91.100 under Grant
No, 56, Major hCad»—Bl-A.»_-C:apital (’)u;lay on Electricity
Schemes, at page 598 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1, i ¢.;

the amount of the whole grant{ of Rs. 53.91.100 ;
» reduced by Re, 1. t of Rs.53,21,100, do stan
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('f_['o criticise the exorbitant rates charged for Umtru
Electricity).

Mr. SPEAKER: The cut motion is moved that the
total provision of Rs. 53,21,100 under Grant No. 56, Major
head—81.-A.—Capital Outlay on Electricity Schemes, at page

598 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1, 2. ¢, the amount of
the whole grant of Rs. 53,21,100, do stand reduced by Re. 1.

_ *Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): For electri-

city Government proposes to spend about 77 lakhs of rupees
under different heads. This not a very big sum if we consider
the importance of electricity in our economy particularly 1n
a State like Assam where we have got Very turbulent TIIVErs
from which we can generate electricity. It should therefore
be our aim to produce as much electricity as possible for
various uses by the people. ~When Umtru project was proposed
in the First Five-Year Plan, a particular loan was given
to our Government and then we were told that this scheme
would develop about 7,500 K. W. of hydro-electric power. It
was also assured that when the scheme would be completed
then Government would supply electric power at 2 V"-'fly
E;h eap rate I would like the Minister to underline the wolrl 3
“at a very cheap rate to an area of about 1,000 sq. mes
including the urban area of Gauhati and townships like Palash-
bari and Rangiya. The supnly of electrical power at compar-
ativaly cheap rates to this area would help to_develop. cottage
and small acale industries like weaving of indigenous SUK, a_nd
manufacture of bell metal utensils, and enable the exisung
lr_ldustrial and commercial establishments in the area hk::, Tice,
oil and saw mills to be run efficiently and economically”

That was the purpose for which Government spent SO
much money. Now, we find that in the Second Plan we have
a desire of increasing the supply by additional installed
capacity of 20,659 K. W., and we want to electrify 10 town-
ships and 57 villages. In the meantime, Sir, many townships
have been electrified and to-day, we see light everywhere:
Now, Sir, the point is whether the rates charged for electricity
are really reasonable. Sir, the Electric Supply Act of 1948
Prescribes a profit of 5 per cent only. The rates are to be
fixed to cover the cost of production, maintenance of overhea

lines, distribution cost and then 5 per cent proﬁt. Now, Sir,

* 8peech not corrected,
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in reply to a question during this Session, the Minister stated
on the floor of this House that “the cost of production per
unit of electricity in Umtru is as follows :
(z) Generation at Power House—0°656 annas
(1) At Gauhati Sub-station—1:011 annas.
(111) At consumer’s terminal—1°214 annas”,
So, Sir, at the terminal, as envisaged by the Electric Supply
Act, the cost is 1:2 annas only. As against that what do 6
find ? The charges for lights and fans are 45 N.P., i.c., T annas,
Instead of 1'2 annas, ‘we find 7 annas. (A vawe—Wf}at is the
rebate ?) The rebate is one anna, but rebate is not ap
important consideration. According to the .Ratmg Commit.
tee the charge is important. Then, for heating and cookip
we find the charge is 25 N. P. and, Sir, it IS important o
point out also that the rate charge by the Gauhati Electric
Supply Company was 8 annas, whereas it 1s 7 annas now. I
do not know whether the Minister will consider that the supply
is made ““at a very cheap rate”; as was the prospect held out by
Government when Umtru scheme was started. My point
here isthis: I am not only concerned with the rate that is
being charged for lights and fans. We have to take into
consideration also the uses made of electricity and, particularly
the uses made for industrial purpose. Now, Sir, we find th‘i;
is the rate and the reason given for such a high rate js TR
it has to be uniform for all State undertakings thioughoyt il
State. Now. there is an electric supply installation jn 5 diStali
village or township where the number of consumers jg ve?
small and consequently in their cases the rates are high, 1 3;
even where the clectricity is produced at a cost of less thap ;1]1
anna, to ask the people of that place to pay higher rates
because some people are paying these rates somewhere, is g
form of logic which is difficult to understand. (Shri Ra;nnat‘}
Das: This is equality). Then, it is better to cut off some llcacis
here so as to make every body equal ! In that case, Mr. Ramnath
Das will be the first man to get his head chopped off (laughter)
Now, Sir, so far as the production of electricity is COI:I-
cerned, we find in Nowgong it was only 125 K. W.  and the
number of consumers was only about 380 ; in Dibrugarh, even
for this big town the K. W. produced was only 775 ; in I"{arim-
ganj it was 116 ; in Gauhati 1305. I need not take those
where it is less than 100. We are indeed doing good
by gradually giving electricity everywhere. But the point is for
what purpose the electricity is used. If it is just to brighten the
houses than the purpose has not been fully served and knowing
that if we go on increasing the supply of electricity and cons-
truct power houses everywhere, we will be thereby increasing the
cost, If we distribute that cost equally then it will be a wrong
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policy. In electricity the most important thing for rating pur-
poses is what the traffic can bear. That should be the policy
but in these cases I should like to say that the rating has not
bf‘;en in consonance with that policy. Take the instance of certain
areas like Dergaon and Titabar. We find lights in the evening at
night till 12 O’ Clock, or even upto 2 the lights remain burning.
But we have to consider whether this power is being utilised for
industrial purposes, for the purpose of cottage industries and so
on. I would like to be enlightened by the Minister whether in
$o many places where we have installed electric power houses,
the electricity is being used for industrial purposes. If this has
Not been the case, then the main purpose has not been
fulﬁlled. If the main purpose has not been fulfilled, then
just to give light between the hours of six and nine and
if for that purpose the rates of Umtru electricity are raised, this
1S most unreasonable, untenable and unjust. 5
So, Sir, my first point is this: I want electricity to be
developed : we want to have power houses almost every-
Wl}ﬁ'r. But in doing so, we have to assess first the possibility ?f
using electricity for purposes other than domestic purposes. S0
long as these purposes are not there, if we go on 1ncreasing the
number of stations, our cost will go on increasing ant
We will not be able to give benefit to anybody- That 15
one line of argument. The = second line s’ if the
overnment consider that it is necessary to have t}_wse
i‘tatlons so that people may at some distant future or'immechf:lfe
uture can take advantage ofit, then my point will be that
these after all are utility concerns. Here, we have not so much
about profit and even at certain places it may be necessary if
fie  Government consider that it is necessary to have an mstall.a-
tion there then it may be necessary to run it at a loss and to do 1t.
0 counteract that clause by charging high rate is a Wrong.pOl.lcy
and it will not lead us anywhere. Therefore, my first Ob.J‘?Ctlon
is this that at Gauhati where Umtru can supply electricity at

about 2 annas per unit the Government at mOst can

charge 4 annas and it has no right to charge more than 4 annas

and for the industrial rate also it should be less because Ilﬂ thfﬁ:
e wi

case also we have found that if the rates are lower, pPEop
€ encouraged. There are many workshops, motor workshops,
Mechanical - workshops and other workshops where people want
to use electricity, perhaps they will like to use electricity. for

aving machinery of labour saving device. There also it 1§
Necessary to make it attractive. Therefore, my sybmissiont 19
that at “the moment there is a big resentment in the tow? O
Gauhati as well as those other plkaces which are being serve
by Umiru because Umtru is the only achievement sO far during
the First Five-year Plan. Ifwe cannot get the benefit of having
Umtru project then it is really unfortunate.
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Secondly, my point is that this Umtru can produce 7,500
kilow watts. Now there are three machines of which only
one machine is operating. Two machines cannot work at all.
Therefore, the overhead has 11}0reased because we have not
been able to use these two machines and we are utilising only
one machine. We have got the entire staff for one machine.
Now, if these three machines are used, w_eﬂ v\iﬂl produce enough
electricity and that we cannot spend this electricity is wrong
thinking. How to do it 2 The rating qufe\s;tlfn1 comcs_dmI_
Here, itis misguided and utterly wrong, As 121we salu :
am 1’10t against having electric mstallatlo_ns_at Oltl her  places.
If Government consider that these electric 1_n?ta QHOH_S ‘W_‘lll
promote cottage industries in those places Wl}lcl gl require
help of electricity in that case cven with a ossb q\fa:eriw.men.t
should go forward for having such installations, but i tiat is
not the case and if such installations are eStflbIISh(‘i(l only to
please a few persons of this House then that is a wrong p0¥1cy.
Here also it does not sound logical and equitable to burden
the people of another place with the cost of generating elec-
tricity for some other place, where the pcpple do not actua.lly
utilise the power. From all these considerations, U.mtru which
has a great potentiality, if we properly devise rating can use
the entire 7,500 kwt. So far Icoulgl gather, if the rating
is made attractive it may be possible to increase the amount of
earning from consumption, and then we can really derive the
penefit of electricity from Umtru.

With these words, I feel that if we have spent so much people
should get benefit and for that purpose I have tabled this Cut
Motion and I hope the Minister will consider the logic behind it
and agree to the popular demand,.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Electricity) : Mr. Speaker, Sir. I am thankful to the Leader
of the Opposition for having given this chance to Government
for explaining the electricity policy.

I am quite aware of the agitation at Gauhati with regard
to the rates. I understand also. I am sympathetic with them
put the difficulty has been that we have laid down some rates
with some policy. ~ Mr. Goswami was arguing whethere there is
#0 poliCY behind this. The policy is that f:cn: first time in
Assam we have introduced the policy of electricity rates for the

urpose of development of industries in the State. Therefore,
= have not given any priority to domestic consumption.
gzmestic consumption would increase anyhow where there is
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need for this. The development of electricity in many parts
of the world is Phat when electricity comes it 1s consumed not
because electricity is cheap but for the amenities to which
people are attracted. The problem today before Assam 18
the necessity of quick industrialisation in the State. Now,
therefore, we must have the rating with the aim—development
of industries. What is that to be ? It must be that industries
can have that electricity at cheap rates. Thatis the prime
consideration. If thatis made available, it is necessary that
domestic consumption rate should not be reduced. Mr. Goswami
as well as the whole Opposition and oursclves to-day are one
that there should be industrialisation of the State. If that is
to be then electricity must be developed and rates must be
such that industries can grow. Now, our Freight Structure
Committee on electricity reported that rates should be 25 annas
fOl‘ the cottage industries, but we took the risk and we made
it 2 annas. They said that for small scale industries the rate
should be less than 2'5 annas and for cottage industries the rate
should be 2 annas, but we have not agreed to this distinction
and fixed an uniform rate of 2 annas. Because of this it had
become necessary that we should not revise the domestic rates
or lower them. So itisinthis context Sir, that the rates were
not sufficiently reduced so far as domestic consumption was
concerned. Thena question also arose which Mr. Goswami
himself pointed out very clearly to the House, that 1s II'IS.UmCI-
ent utilisation of Umtru. Now if we get three machines and if you
run only one, ovbiously the overhead cost increasce, Therefore, 1t

became necessary that for the time being we should be cautious.

We try to build up consumption, but not domestic consump-
tion as’ Mr. Goswami said, but industrial consumption. Sir,
in the coming October the Industrial Estate of Gauhatt 15
coming into function and we will have to cater to the needs
of the industry in electricity. Already 1300 kwt. 15 con-
sumed—although the estimated production is 7,500 kwt,
inthe winter months this may go down to 5,500, so the safe
margin we can_ make is 5,500 kwt. Now Sir, we - are
crossing the river Brahmaputra because the proposed Jute Mill
1S coming up at Amingaon, For that we have to provide about
2000 kot it may go up to 4000 kwt Therefore, if
Gauhati says that we aré not encouraging electricity 12
Gauhati for domestic consumption they will be wrong because
industrial consumption will bring greater good to Gauhati than
domestic consumption. There is ahmysLa time lag which W€
have to take into account : what is coming tomorrow c

be visible today. When the Textile Mill also comes uP then
poth Gauhati and Amingaon will consume the whole. Thercfore,
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Gauhati need not feel crushed if itis not permitted cheap
electricity for domestic consumtion now because soon Gauhati
will have the chance to consume more for a higher purpose,
namely, industrialisation, which work brings greater benefit to
the people of Gauhati.

Now Sir, it has been forcefully advanced by Mr.
Goswami why should the necessity arise for saddling Gauhati
with higher rates ? Now Sir, if the Umtru project 15 &
private concern, it would be correct to ask that question.
But Umtru project is not built with the money Pf Gauh'atl
alone, but with the money of the entire State. It the entire
State had paid for it, then the entire State should get the
benefit. Therefore, we have come to the conclusion that one
rate structure should be made for the entire State. Today
Sir, we are living in an atomic age whereby electricity can D€
produced in many ways. Atomic encrgy can be utilised for the
purpose of production of electricity. The other day it was
reported that sunrays and heat rays are being utilised for
production of electricity. It shows that electricity can be
produced by several other means than hydro power. So if we
do not have one rate policy there will be a lot of difficulty-
Now, my Friend Shri Larsingh Khyriem was pleading for the
case of Jowai, shall we say to him, “No we cannot give you
power because you have no industries ?° I think it would not
be proper Sir, to say so, because there may be tomorrow.
Industry is bound to develop everywhere. My Friend,
Mr. Goswami has been abroad and he perfectly knows that
there is a time lag between electricity production and electricity
consumption. Therefore, if we have electricity today, industries
will spring up tomorrow. Therefore, a man must have a
vision so that he should not get agitated for the failure of today
in order that he may see the success of tomorrow. Sir, I feel
that we have not committed any crime in making one rate for
the entire State.

Another point Sir, is that by having one rate strue-
ture for the entire State there is possibility of scattering
industries all over the State. For example, if all the power
is consumed in Gauhati then other Industries from other
places in Assam will fly back to Gauhati and that will
mean concentration of industries, Sir our policy is not
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concentration or centralisation of industries, but decentra-
lisation. So, if decentralisation is our policy, then scattered
industries is the only way. In other words, if we can have
the same rate everywhere, then industry will grow everywhere.
That is the main reason Sir, why we want to have one rate for

the entire State.

There is another reason also, Sir. The other day I said,
and to-day I repeat, that the prospect of large industries grow-
ing in our State is remote, thatis why the State has decide
to concentrate for the time being mostly in small scgle, cottage
and medium industries. Thesc arc bound to grow in the near
_flltm‘e in scattered areas, so that we shall have scattering of
industries in different areas rather than concentratgd In one
plape_ It is for this reason also that the decision was mewta!:')ly
arrived at, that is, that we should have one rate for the entire
State, So, I again’ reiterate that the people of Gauhati should
1Ot feel aggrieved to-day for the decision we have taken is for

the good of the State as 2 whole.

Now, Sir, we have decided also to take over the Jorhat
and ‘Tezpur electricity CONCErns. I think both these concern?s
Will be taken over by the Government in May next. Why ?

ecause these concerns are mnot capable of expandmg them-
selves into areas in the neighbourhood where industries are
tkeiy to grow. Because of this bottleneck it was fpr.ced upon
us that we should take them over so that electricity can be
Provided in the mofussil areas and so that industries may

, 8t0w there wherever there is space.

Sir, Government have again decided to set up an Electricity
Board. ’ The Board will be set up in early part of June. This
oard is going {0 be set up according to the policy of the
overnment of India, because it is not possible for the Depart:
ment concerned to administer the affairs of the scattered
€ eCtI’icity concerns all over the State. Therefore, the Govern-
ment i going to set Up this Board. We hope this will be 2
hlghly’ efficient Board Whlch will 1001{ after the devc]opmellt (0)
industries through electricity. So, Sir, from all points of view,
I feel that what we are doing in the matter of electricity has
not been done by a mere chance. If Mr, Goswami an my-
self change our place, I think we will also do the same thing.
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : Sir, one thing

is not there. Before the Umtru-Hydro-Electric Project was taken

up by the Government the rates for consumption of electricity

for fans and lights were different in Gauhati and in those
days we used fans in day time also.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Electricity) : Sir, that is not correct. Sir, as I have already
stated that so far as rates for consumption of electricity for lights
and fans are concerned, they are already in the mind of the
Government. We are trying to build up consumption of electri-
city in Gauhati area. Mr. Goswami himseif admitted that in
Umtru now only one machine is driving. As soon as the second
machine begins to run Government propose (o reconsider the
rates. Therefore, Sir, I am not adamant not to change the
rates of electricity at Gauhati. I am only biding time.

Then so far as other things are concerned, in this State we
have taken a decision to develop electricity in Umtyngar. This
will be about 6,000 K. W, The entire idea behind this scheme
is that the Cement Factory will be established there and
accordingly we hope that our plan for Umtyngar to develop
electricity might be a success.

So far as development of electricity in our State is concern-
ed we are going to have everything for establishment of such
electric centres as quickly as possible. Obviously it will take
time although we are taking all possible stepsin the matter.

So far as day-load is concerned we have not taken any
step uptill now. Day-load may be permitted only when Gov-

ernment could know that there is necessity for day-load in

different areas of the State. If there is not enough day-load, it
damages the machineries. So there should be day-load on this
basis so that Government could go ahead and ask the units to
make provision for day-loads, I hope it will be appreciated
by the hon. Members sitting in  the Opposite, and necessary
co-operation in this respect will be forthcoming from them.

Sir, I have practically replied to all the points that have
been raised by the hon. Members of this house. I hope and
trust that Mr. Goswami will not make any grudge about the
rates for consumption of electricity as published in booklet for
Umtru Hydro- Electric Project. Since then the whole policy of
the State Guvcl-jlnl(.::lt rulaung_ to electricity has been changed,
Therefore, it w_m_rld be appreciated that the Government have
been taken sufficient steps this regard.
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Finally, I would like to point out one thing. This is about
the rates of industrial consumption of electricity, which were
fixed by us are not so high as compared to some other places, If
we compare the rates which are obtaining in North Bengal and
Maurakshi Project areas, our Umtru rates are not very high.
Our Umtru rate is 22, in North Calcutta 2:2. At 40 per cent
load Umtru rate is 1'72 and in North Calcutta it is 1-81.
Then the medium is 2 and ours is also 2. For small-scale
industries Umtru is supplying at the rate of 25, whereas in
North Calcutta it is 3- which is more than ours. So it will be
seen that the industrial rates which we have been keeping for
consymption of electricity is much less than even the Maurak-
shi Project. Therefore. it will be appeciated that so far as
industrial rates are concerned we have taken steps, and it must
be recorded as a bold step.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): What is the
cost of production ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPHATHI (Minister,
Electricity): Sir, ours is a small scheme. Therefore our cost
of production would not be lesser than other big schemes. But
since our rates are cheaper, we have taken a bold step which
must be admitted by the hon. Members of this House. There-
fore, I would request the hon. Friend Mr. Cooswami to consider
about this and request him to withdraw his Cut Motion.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : No, Sir, I am not
going to withdraw my Cut Motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that the total provision
of Rs.53,21,100 under Grant No.56, Major head 81.—A.—
Capital Outlay on Electricity Schemes, at page 598 of the
Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs.53,21,100, dostand reduced by Re.l.

The House divided
: AY(:S'—:U)
1. Shri Birendra Kumar Das, 7. Shri Nilmoney Ll el

2, Shri Biswanath Upadhyaya. 8. Shri Prabhat Narayan Chou-
dhury.
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Shri Ghanashyam Talukdar.
Shri Gopesh Namasudra, 9. Dr. Sri Hari Das.
Shri Hareswar Goswami. 10. Shri Tarun Sen Deka.
Shri Khagendra Nath  Barba-
ruah,
Noes.—56

Shri Bimala Prasad Chaliha.

. Shri Siddhi Nath Sarma.
. Shri Rup Nath Brahma.

. Shri Debeswar Sarmah,

Shri Kamakhya
pathi.

Prasad T'ri-

. Shri Hareswar Das,

M. Moinul Haque Choudhury.

. Shri Chatrasing Terozn.

Shri Mohi Kanta Das,

Shri Girindra Nath Gogoi.

Dr. Ghashyam Das.

Shri Mahendra Nath Hazarika,
Shri Idndreswar Khaund.

Mr. A. Thanglura.

Maulavi Abdul Matlib Mazuym-
dar.

Shri Baikuntha Nath Das.

Shri Bhuban Chandra Pradhani

. Shri Biswadev Sarma.

Shri Dandeswar Hazarika.

Dandi Ram Datta.

29. Shri Hem Chandra Chakra-

varty.
30. Shri Juga Kanta Baruah.

31. Mrs. Jyotsna Chanda.

32. Shri Kamala Prasad Agarwala.

33. Shrimati Komal Kumari Barua.

34. Pu Lalmawia.

35. Shri Lila Kanta Barah.

36. Shrimati Lily Sen Gupta.

37. Shri Mahadev Das,

38. Maulavi Mahammad Idris,
39. Shri Mohananda Bora

40. Shri Mahidhar Pegoo.

41. Shiri Malia Tati.

52. Shri Narendra Nath Sarma.
43. Maulavi Nurul Islam.

44. Shri Omeo Kumar Das.

45. Shrimati Padma Kumari Ga-

hain.
46. Shri Radhika Ram Das,
47. Shri Rajendra Nath Barua,

48, Shri Ram Nath Das.

[26TH APRIL,
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21. Shri Devendra Nath Hazarika. 49. Shri Ram Nath Sarma.
22. Shri Dhir Singh Dewri. 50. Dr. Ram Prasad Choubey

23. Shri Durgeswar Saikia. 51. Shri Sai Sai Terang.

24. Shri Dwijesh Chandra Dev 52, Shri Sarat Chandra Goswami.

Sarma.
53 Shri Sarbeswar Bordoloi.

25. Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.
54. Shri Surendra Nath Das.

26. Shri Gourisankar Roy.

27. Shri Handhon Mohan Haplong 55. Shri Tank-swar Chetia.
bar.

28. Shri Harinarayan Barura. 56. Uapt. Williamson A. Sangma

(The Cut Motion was lost.)

Mr. SPEAKER: Now the question is that a sum of
Rs.3,57,000 (Rupees three lakhs and fifty seven thousand) be
granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges which
will come in course of payment during the year ending 3lst
March, 1959 for the administration of the head “52.—A.—
Other Revenue Expenditure connected with Electricity
Schemes’’.

(The question was adopted.)

The question is that a sum of Rs.16,98,800 (Rupees sixteen
lakhs, ninety-eight thousand and eight hundred), be granted to
the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges which will come
in course of payment during the year ending 31st March, 1959
for the administration of the head “XLI.—Electricity Schemes—

Working expenses.

(The question was adopted.)

The question is that a sum of Rs.53,21,100 (Rupees fifty
three lakhs, twenty-one thousand and one hundred), be granted
to the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges which will come
in course of payment during the year ending 31st March, 1959
for the administration of the head “81.—A.—Capital Outly on
Electricity Schemes”.

(The question was adopted.)
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Half-an-hour discussion on starred Question Nos. 128,
129 and 130 asked by Shri Durgeswar Saikia
on the 2nd April, 1958.

Mr. SPEAKER: We have on half-an hour disscussion
to-day, yes, Mr. Saikia.

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA ( Thowra): Tty <€
T, @ 2 dffER frn @ s i 3R Starred Question
Affe Ol 19ea® 53k, S3p TF d90 TF 4@ 1 T&q AT @fsfie
T TR T, (2 Beds T2 792 T9 A B AT G2 TS (FRBI ABF
Sira i @i 3f a2 Stfre |

P o R E e (Ao RO (v | AUAEE  AfSr2eh.  corarcBAIed
Sir W eed stelcd i sragEt fieg o Uustarred  Question
afa ff¥rg | 8 AibETS Starred Question & =3 =lCat |

Mr. SPEAKER: Unstarred Question 3fA fEf¥cas s
w8 coraed Starred Question T AEGA Ffag At |

Shei DURG ZSWAR SAIKIA (Thowra): GiiF 2% oysf tzty
ot wey fAES A | 92 orE A [ES Gl TR TS | 9%
famiet Sus Fm Ab 4 frm e gz @i filgd | T cfsfrs
wat Trzvcs Bea frwg @, 5566 DI9R AT Ao Wi ARfG . fe
T2 gs o2 WEAA ATCT 296D HA 12 Ted Fard SR wiea
i SafBAB Feasad ‘epde Atetfe @ =i | T AfSRE T Teet
otz (7, 5506 5T b @2 OfffR 4 Fhd e fafee
copdn = T2 AR AGT @, d5ad BTG AT Wity frm Afem 1wty
Ssae B A4 wifstacy oz A Settlement  fafy 2t AT wr
w74 fFr @ “a  Public Interest © Fiais =1 izt <i®
SEmera AEa fAaw A ata AfF @ AT TS GfiF =y Bedte TS
4 cgtal AR 2

cita 2 ma Aeh ¢zes 77 4fha Relinquish w31 =6 7~1eF o
57 Sif¥ clalca @ WfFe SAPEAT Al AwcE oaFET gA WG 5Ate
@ A A | I et B free 5595 Ww 360 v SIS
ATt @A S AT AT BRATE A AT 5,600 4 il
Relinquish =fEfE= | @7 2fos 9qzcats  figare g wF S AR
52 74 At @, 92 WE 3560 57 (Suerz Relinquish ~ =fafgm 1 =&y
Teatrra T BE9 TS ODCE BT T | 4% W @l 5T @ s,co0
Fm i Relinguish ¥4 =fem s woo fm =i o, T3 =ifig
fifics @Av @t o aifem e

ys68 ts Land Settlement Committee =t faf¥sd vo w3
Az @ 4o So famice =it fem @ oot +Aic @RfEm 1 &

4 444 594 WS Y368 BT 102 fam A difer =@et | Land
Settlement Staff @ g foot ft Land Scttlement FREbF frtey
Bratal B ? 402 fa@ Wi b0 W FgEw @ Afs >0 WTE e
fix Ag? Land Record Staff 2 cr i fwoa 71 It iz
Gt caRptata ot frd e IZTE) T

PN

£ 3

T e ——

L
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Extract of Memo No.SSR.V/[40/57/4 dated the 9th May
1957 from K. Saigal. Subdivisional Officer, Sibsagar addressed
to Shri D. Saikia. M.L.A. P. O. Moran, in reply to latters’
letter dated 22nd April 1957 on the subject of scttlement of
Relinquished land of Mohkhuti Tea Estate and No.2 Kower-
Khanikar V. G. R.

ek ek ok ek

Para 3.—The list prepared by the S. D. C. and Shrm S,
Ahmed has not yet reached in this office afier scrutiny by
the Sub-Committee formed for that purpose.

Shri T. R. Gogai is being requested for favour of expediting
the matter.

sk ok e

fgm A Beq T WA Ted (W@ I @reiE A w4
sseq swe S.D.O. Tats T Aawd@  fista & wiwrw Settle-
ment officer ¢ #stcn fve 7% ¥ ofe h Fo 7

Copy of Resolution No, (2) of the adjourned meeting of
the L.S.G. Board, Sibsagar, held on 23th June 1956.

(2) 900 B. Amolaguri grant land.

Resolved the list of allottees for Amolaguri land complied
by the S.D.C. and Shri S. Ahmed be scrutinised by the follwing
gentlemen and final list be submitted within 15 days.

sfers, o, Land Settlement Officer sw7@ Land Settle-
ment © @CIgiE lar FAd AT0E GAFRA AT ©A @ AME AR
@7 7Eere dqZCT BIFEI Land Settlement © =Freg (o | T&@0
el Gl R BeIS (FTE (A, 25E8 BIE b0 99 AR i i |
o wo EEiz W4 awE | 2Ae A AW A oopp FfRwm Ssek b
GERpalst Az | oed iR SSey 59 fReAlBe eoivw | fFw oEwEE ain
High Land gfie Fiwed @it (FI078 == | fTe S.D. O. =¥
Settlement Officer @ GiF @iz |

ste® Bia AfEa fafice wtacz @it fFatn aizista o7 3 e, sdfors
@5 TR W A PR Bite BeR gl g | it om s el
‘Tﬁ?jﬂ'\i ﬁsg;ﬂ?{ grazing JFT4d= ?FFEIE B3 1530 o O ) O (0 Teq fate
e A% 6 (1F PElE @RAEwE fedss sseae g k00 cAfE
gl w7 agite cffes GRAE GFACT uig 9 A A 99 ATl *
9% @ea Srowwd Facd B FEoTe Shea pad 44 BATIIE SATRiA
sl ofEE oA 9z {F5, Swifhe @rds Broow 29% DIES E?"'Na?'
AN aAfprgez | GAFIA QRAATINT Trpwy  wAts A AT G
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2919 ¢l 671 A5a (2R FEEace g9l s Step @itaE | dses 57 A
g F1aGa o1 ofaaaiE bwhe 7 FEF cratEea | a3 Ie3 AtariEiEs
faste @rael @rda Ffatg Sfs @ 97 2 cita T | A arE
corfeea Sqte @ica | fHaam 3597 i aife sa<ita @t atz ate acame
Stay order fafts @-wdm FIRIF Twaifzs w= At |

AGASIT, I ediz  oneqt? coffE: fFa cawds Srpew AwfEca | 44
T 19 Fra  cofem  St= Ffagca  ala Srogra e SEsm @ (@il
Fibea ez 23 sHfr |

Afers, areT TEETor brAlAT WiF Broey TS TEEvid $ed9
T ez 74 cAlEifa 4% Afatecbn o el s Speaker  wEivaE
S o (s [

Mr. SPEAKER: May I request the hon. Member Shri
Saikia to place the letter which he has quoted just now on the
table of the Library ?

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra): All right, Sir.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I am at a loss what reply I should give. = In the
notice some points have been raised for clarification, but in the
speech, the hon. Member dealt with a different matter. Now
whether I should r_eply to the points raised in the written
notice or to the points raised in his speech just now. From
the speech I learn that my hou. Friend has entirely misun-
derstood the replies to the questions, As this was a Starred
Question 1 feel that my Frlet}d did not exactly follow the
replies given orally. In Question No.128, there is nothing
misleading in the replies. As regards the order of de-reserving
it was passed by the Government on 9th November 1956. In
the written notice clarifications are wanted that the petitions
were received since 1951, We made an enquiry and found
that the local officers received petitions from 1955 and not from
1951, Till the order of dereservation about 100 peittions were
received. Thatis the reply. In 1951 possibly there was no
question of dereservation. With regard to Question No.128,
that is the only clarification wanted. With regard to Ques-
tion No.129 the reply is there. There is some misconception
here also. From 1939 to 1950 the company relinquished land.
It is not 1955. In the main reply it is correct, that is, from 1939
to 1950, but in the supplementary question in vernacular the
reply is incorrectly reported in the uncorrected copies. My Friend
is correct when he says that relinquishment was made. between
1939 and 1950. When it was put up before the Land Settle-
ment Abvisory Commitiee in 1954 the area was 923 bighas,
592 bighas having been already settled.
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It is correct that Land Settlement Advisory Committee
recommended settlement with 80 persons at the rate of 10
bighas. But ouly 221 bighas 2k. and 12 1. of land were actu-
ally settled and 702 Bighas 2k. 41. of land are lying unoccu-
pied, this being high land and nobody agrees to take settle-
ment of this land. That land is scattered in 3 Mouzas. If my
hon. Friend says that the people are ready to occupy this land
then this will be settled. That is the position.

Adjournment
The Assembly then adjourned till 10 A.M. on Monday
the 28th April, 1958.
R. N. BARUA,

Secretary,
Legislative Assembly, Assam.

Shillong
The 24th October, 1959.

AGP(LA) No.317/59 ~225—27-10-193€,



