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Proceedings of the Third Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the Second General
Election under the Sovereign Demeocratic
Republican Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 10 A.a. on Tuesday, the 25th March, 1958.

PRESENT

Shri Dev Kanta Barooah, B.A., LL.B., Speaker in the Chair,
the ecight Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers and sixty-siz
Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Dak Bungalow or Rest House at Ahatguri in Golaghat
Subdivision

Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Dergaon) asked :

#91, Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(¢) Whether Government have considered the
necessity of a Dak Bungalow or Rest House for
the flood-affected and backward area of Ahat-
guri in Golaghat Subdivision ?

(b) Whether Government are aware that Government
officials and social workers are taking shelter in
verandahs of Marwari and other people at
Ahatguri while going on duties ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to take necessary
steps to remove such inconveniences ?

_SC{lri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied :
91. (a)—The Deputy Commissioner, Sibsagar has recently

reported about the need of an Inspection Bungalow at
Ahatguri. : s
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())—Government have no such information but
absence of a resting place like an Inspection Bungalow may put
the visitors to inconvenience.

(c)—The proposal will be considered.

Shri RAJENDRA NATH BARUA (Golaghat-East):
Is Government aware that there was an Inspection Bungalow at
Ahatguri in 1930 or 1931 or thereabout and it was eroded ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
may be so.

Shri RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: May I know why
it has not been reconstructed so long ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: There are many
things to be constructed and we are proceeding with these
construction works according to our resources and as quickly
as possible.

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI(Sibsagar): The reply
- (b) is. “No”. Has it never come to the notice of the
Government that officials and social workers have to take shelter
in Marwari houses ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: The reply is not
“No”. The reply is: ‘‘Government have no such information
but absence of a resting place like an Inspection Bungalow
may put the visitors to inconvenience’.

Grant of Free Studentship to all students who are
economically, socially and politically most
backward
ioShri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)

o DO Will the Minister-in-charge of Tribal Areas Depart-
ment be pleased to state—

(a) ththg:r Government are aware that there are
Certain sections of population amongst the
oOther backward classes who are economically,

socially ‘and politically more backward than

many sections of Plains Tribal and Scheduled
Castes population in Assam ?

»
A" =
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@ ~ () Whetheritis a fact that the backward classes
Commission classed them as most backward
saying that those classes are living 2 sub-human
existence ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to grant free
e studentship to all students of these most back-
ward classes reading in different schools in
Assam similar to the students of Scheduled
Tribes and Scheduled Castes with effect from
this financial year ? g '

g Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas Department) replied: :

92. (a)—It may be so.

(b)—The Backward Classes Commission has indicated
that the following communities in Assam are considered as the
most backward— ~

Badi (Nepali).
. Baria.
. Baroi, Barui, Barujibi.

. Choudang.

1.

2

3

4

5. Damai (Nepali).

6. Gainey (Nepali).
7. Ghosh, Gop, Gowala.,
8. Gorkhudu.

| 9, Jolaha, Moming

- | 10. Kami (Nepali).

| 11. Kasai, Kassab, Quraishi,

, 12. Kumar, Rudra, Paul of Cachay,

13, Kupadhar, Kushiari Rarh,
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14. Matak, Moran.

15. Mukhi.

16. Nishad (Mallah, Tyar, Bind, Goria, Bathua,
Kewat, Manjhi).

17. Sarki (Nepali).

18. Ex-Tea Garden Labourers.

. (6)—There is no proposal at present. Government
will, however, take up the question after suitable criteria’for the
specification of particular sections of the people to be treated
as socially and educationally backward and also the numbers

that would come within the category of such classes have been
determined,

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA® (Saik_hovya) :
Whether it is a fact that information about financial obligations
was obtained by the Director of Public Ipstruction by his letter
dated 28th September, 1957 with a view to grant free-student-
ship to students belong to other backward classes. ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Ministrer, Tribal
Areas Department): We have no such information, but the
students belonging to these classes are given fourth grade
scholarships. We have reserved 14 junior grade scholarships
for study in tke Matriculation Standard, 28 for study in the

Middle English Standard and 54 for study in the Lower Primary
Standard.

Shri. DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: May I know
what decision has been made by Government on-the information
collected by the Director of Public Instruction ?

. Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: I am afraid that no
decision ¢

P an be arrived at as the recommendations of the
ackward Classeg Commission have not been accepted by the
Government of [ng;

dia.

Shri MOHI K . s
the Government ANTA DAS (Barchalla): Whatsteps have

taken to implement the recommendations of
the Backward Clasgeg Gommisgion |

Capt. WILLIAMSON A : _
- ; . SANGMA: The Government
of India are going to have an qd foc survey through the Central

Census Authority, and for this purpose four States have been
selected, viz., West Bengal, Madras, Bombay and Uttar

Pradesh. ~After this ad ho snrvey is completed the formula
adopted by them will .be applicable to other States of India
also, Only then a decision can be arrived at.

—rt
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):

Whether the Minister-in-charge knows that the Government of
India placed one memorandum on the recommendations of the
Backward Classes Commission in the Parliament where there are
suggestions or directions to the State Government ?

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid the hon. Member's
question is developing into an argument. Will he speak in
shorter sentences ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Whether this
Government know that there is a Memorandum placed by the
Government of India before the Parliament where there are
instructions to the State Government to help these Backward
Classes ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas Department): Yes, Sir, these are some of the observa-
tions made by the Ministry of Home Affairs on the recommen-
dations of the Backward Classes Commission :

«“The Commission’s list contains as many as 2,399 commu-
nities out of which 913 alone account for an estimated popula-
tion of 11°51 crores. Scheduled Castes and Tribes will make
up another 7 crores. Women as a class have also been regarded
by them as backward, though they have not listed them among
the Backward Classes since they do not form a separate commu-
nity. In this way, the bulk of the country’s millions could be
counted as coming within the category of backward, and no
useful purpose would obviously be served by an enquiry con-
ducted by a special Commission of this nature”.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): What are the
reliefs given by the State Government at present to the
Backward Class students ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: I have alrcady
replied to that. Besides, a circular has been issued that these
classes, as per list maintained by the State Government. are also
entitled to get some concession in the matter of settl’ement of
forest Mahals, fisheries, contracts, €tc.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): Will the
Government be pleased to place the recommendations of the
Backward Classes Commission on the Library Table ?

Myr. SPEAKER: The report has been publ; nd it is
already in the Library, If the hon. Membels Ehgﬂgfrezted he
may procure a copy and read it. There is no necessity to place
it formally before the House. Thisis a Government of India
publication. '
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Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj)

Whether Government is aware that there is a clear order
of the State Government, dated Ist July 1940, that some
percentage of the appointment should be given to the Rajbanshi
community of the Goalpara district who were considered as a
backward community by the Government at that time, but no
effect has been given to that order ?

Capt. WILLTAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas Department): As I have already stated, there is a
circular that people belonging to these classes, according to the
list maintained by the State Government at present, will be
entitled to get some consideration and concession in the matter
of appointment, settlement of fisheries, ferrys, forest Mahals, etc.

., Mr.SPEAKER: His question was whether these instruc-
tions have been implemented ?

. Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : These are being
implemented as far as possible,

Shri BISHNULAL UPADIIAYA (Gohpur) : Is it not
a fact that all sub-communities except the Brahmin of the

Nepali Community were recognised as backward classes by
our Government ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA : I have already
replied to that,

G fr?riRBIS}'INULAL UPADHAYA : Isitnot afact that
cludedg,i aﬁ » Limbw, Magar, Thapa and Chetri also were in-
n the list of backward classes by our Government ?

s al\l’.i[réu%l_’EAKER.:_ His question is : whether some of the
cogI;ise 4 by ‘;ﬁ_mmumtles excluding the Brahmin were also re-
Hon’ble Minisﬁar Government as backward classes ?  What the

commendation ofh%ls replied was on the basis of the re-

question referred the Backward Classes Commission. The
prior to the recom “okdhe decision of the Government of Assam
e Mendations of the Backward Classes Commis-

) bﬁaph‘ag;ngﬁsgN A, SANGMA : Thapa, Gurung, Rai,
Limbu, tb T ,N i hetri—these are sub-communit es be
longing epall Community which are recognised by
this Government as backward classes, |
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Shri NANDA KISHORE SINHA (Somai): Is it aact
that the Backward Classes Commission has recommended the
anipuries as a backward class ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal

reas Department): Yes, that was the 1‘ecommenda§10n, but

the Government of India have not accepted list submitted by
the Backward Classes Commission,

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Sibsagar): Are
awdangs considered as a backward class ?

Mr. SPEAKER : The reply is alrecady given at (#) that
the Backward Classes Commission has indicated that the
following communities in Assam are considered as the most
backward and Choudang is one of those communities.

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI : Choudang or Chaw-

dang ?

Mr. SPEAKER : Let us not be very nice about pro-
nunciation whether it is English or Assamese,

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the Table
Officers of Co-operative Department

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-
East) asked: :

324. (a) Will the Minister-in-charge of Co-operative be
pleased to lay on the table— ]

(i) A list of Co-operative Officers, Deputy Co-opera-

tive Officers, and Assistant Co-operative

Officers in the permanent cadre and in the

temporary posts with dates of their appoint-
ment ?

(i) A list of Deputy CO:-Operative Officers and
Assistant Co-operative Officers with periods

of their service ShOWing date of confirmation
of each ? , _ :
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325. (@) Will the Minister of Co-operative be pleased to
state whether itis a fact that there are some Officers of the

Co-operative Department who have not Dbeen confirmed after
fifteen years of service ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that due to lack of security
of service, the new appointees in the Co-operative Depart-
ment are not sticking to their posts and are constantly leaving

their service causing inconvenience to the Co-operative Move-
ment ?

() Whether Government propose to confirm all the
efficient Officers of the Co-operative Department who are in
service for more than five years and to give them all faciliues,
such as house building and other advances to which they
may be entitled to on confirmation ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-
charge of Co-operative) replied :

324. (a)—

. () Lists are placed on the Library table. The
lists however do not include Assistant Registrars and Deputy
Registrars. 'There are no Officers under this Department with

(lzl;:sigsr)l)ation as Co-operative Officer., (Please see Library Register
0s.9).

: (i) A list is placed on the Library Table, (Please
see Library Register Nos.5).

325. (a)—No.

(6)—No.
have left their jobs
ments with better pr
troubles and healtl,
of Officers retardg

ment.

But a number of newly ap_pointed Officers
on getting appointments in other Depart-
ospects, Some have resigned due to family
reasons, It is a fact that constant changes
10 some extent, the progress of the move-

c)— ] ’

l tiog)ony‘:fl’e M accordance with the Government’s

R?stoeu 1956 TeCommendation of the Assam Pay Com-
mittéc, - i
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Shri PRABHATNARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-
East) : T, reply to (¢) it has been said—*“Yes’, But it appears
from the list 1‘)1:1L"l‘(l ()il the Li])r;ll'y Tablc that there are OmCCI‘S
who have 10t been confirmed from 1947 onwards. What is the
reason for thig ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-
charge of Co-operative) : T'he reason is obvious. The
question was—whether Government propose to confirm these
oflicers and T said—VYes.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbarxi) : Is it a fact
that. Assistant Co-operative Officers and Deputy Co-operative
Oflicers are appointed under regulation(3) and then names are
seiit to the Public Service Commission ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : They . are
appointed by the Public Service Commission, but if there s
very great delay as happened sometime, they are appointed
under Regulation (3).

Shri PRABHATNARAYAN CHOUDHURY : \;\" hen
the proposal is going to be implemented regarding confirma-
tiomn.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : As soon as
possible.

Money aliotted to Different Districe Councils for the last
two financial Years

Shri NILMONEY BORTHARKUR (Dibrugarh) asked s

326. Will the Minister-in-charge of Autonomous Hills
Districts be pleased to state—

() What sums of money were allotted (0 the djffe-
rent District Councils for the last two financial
years under different heads ?

(b) What amount of money was recejyved by the
District GO’LlIlClI,S- for the last two financial years
under Article 275 ot the Constitutiop, ?

(¢) What sums of moncy out of I'unds made available
to the District Councils undep the heads men-
tioned in (@) and () above, were actually spent
by those Councils ?
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(d) Whether the Gouncils surrendered any amount
that they could not spend ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to place a copy of
the Audit Report for the Autonomous Districts
for the period mentioned in (b) before the
House ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, T.A.D.)
replied :

326. (a) & (b)—Two statements showing the amounts
sanctioned to various District Councls during 1955-56 and
1956-57 from the State revenues and grants under Art.275 of
the Constitution are placed on the Library Table. [Please sce
Library Register No.S5(a)].

(¢)—The Government grants and loans given to Dist-
rict Councils form part the receipts of the Councils and are
credited to their respective Funds constituted under paragraph 7
of the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution. These Funds are
entirely under the administrative control of the District
Councils. Withdrawal of moneys from the Funds for any
specific purpose is made by the District Councils in accordance
with their respective Funds Rules. The Funds are subject to
audit by the Accountant General, Assam. We have not
received complete reports from the District Councils regarding
the utilisation of the amounts placed at their disposal. In the
circumstances we are not in a position to state the amounts
actually spent by the Councils, We are requesting them to let
us have up-to-date reports of the amounts spent.

] (d)—In view of reply to (¢) above no information is
available as yet.

(¢)—Complete audit reports for the period, i.e., 1955-56 .

and. 1956-57, have not yet received. Relevant copies of the
audit reports so far received are plac_ed on the Library Table,
[Please see Library Register No.S5(a)].

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): In
ANSWEY 10 (¢) it has heen said that complete audit reports have

not Yet been Te a . _
expect to geg et%eé;’;d?cven for 1955-56. When does Government

e

_avaﬂggillﬁitt-_wlt;LlAMsoN A. SANGMA : It depends on the
iy zheo the reports from the District Councils. As
audit reports are received from the District

Councils the same cqy 1 j
e e placed on the library table of the
House for the information of the Hon’ble Members,
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. - Permits for Stage Carriage in the different routes of the
Nowgonyg District

Shri DHIRSINGH DEURI (Laharighat: Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes) asked:

&

327. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

-
(2) The number of permits for Stage Carriage in the
X different routes of the Nowgong District ?
(6) The number of contract carriage for attending the
bazars ?
(¢) How many of them are held by the Scheduled
Tribes Community of the District ?
X Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied :
327. (a)-—-Nowgong-Morigoa‘n-Ghapn1'mukh-Mohnoha-jajari
—25,
Nowgong-Bebejia-Dakhinpat-Bhalukmari-Barpujia—>5.
P 5 Nowgong-Dhing-Bhuragoan route—26.

Nowgong-Hojai-Lanka-Morajhar route—23.
Nowgong-Bamuni-Kathatoli route—5.
Nowgong-Kampur-Doboka-Hoj ai-Morajhar—-24,
Nowgong-Bamuni—Loongsong-Rangamati-Solona route—d,
City Bus—7.

(b)—Total permits—37.

(¢)—One.,
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) replied :

330. (a)—No, therc is no proposal to convert the Local
Board Dispensary at Dergaon to a Primary Health Unit.
There is however a proposal to convert it to a State Dispensary.

(6)—The proposal for the conversi(}n of .the DISQCDS&TY
to a State Dispensary is under active consideration of Govern-
ment,

(¢)—No. .

Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Dergaon) : Whether
there is any proposal to provide quarters to the stafl of the
Maternity Ward ? T

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : T have no official informa-
tion about that.

Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA : What steps
Government propose to take to provide quarters for them ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : That will be lookeq
into when the proposal would be submitted by the Depart-
ment.

Shri RAMNATH SARMA '(Lumding) el reply to
(a) it has been said that there is a propOS_al to convert
the Dergaon Local Board Dispensary to a State Dlspensary,
Whether Government has got the propos_al to convert g])
the Local Board Dispensaries to State Dispensarics or only
this particular Dispensary ?

Mr. SPEAKER : The question was with regard to the
Dergaon Dispensary. I do not know how this question wij)
arise,

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : Any way, I will reply,
Mr. SPEAKER : Not necessary.

Government Medical Qfcer for Ahatguri Dispensary

Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Dergaon) asked

331. Will the Minister for Medical be pleased to state—
(¢) Whether Government has taken any step ¢o
provide a ‘Goyernment Medical Officer  foy
Ahatguri Dispensary, the buildings and quarters
of which haye long been constructed with
Government grang

i}. 2

_,_?__’_"‘-;___

‘5.
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(b)) Whether Government is aware of the marooned
situation of the Locality surrounded by rivers
on all sides, backward and predominantly
inhabited by tribal people who have been
suffering for want of medical aid ?

(¢) How long 1t will take to provide a doctor in the
said Ahatguri Dispensary ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) replied :
331. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes, the Governmentare aware of the situation

of the place. They have however no information regarding
sullerings of the inhabitants there for want of medical aid.

(r)—As soon as a Government Doctor is available.

Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Dergaon): Ior how
many years the Dispensary is lying without a doctor ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : I cannot say exactly for
how many years, but the hon. member knows that this 15 a

Local Board Dispensary and it is therefore the concern of the
Local Board.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question was for how long this
dispensary has been going on without a doctor. If the Govern-
ment has information, let it be given.

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : I have no information,
but a doctor is being posted there.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): Was
there not a proposal from Government to appoint a doctor ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : I have already said that a
doctor is being posted there.

Shri MOHIDHAR PEGOO ( Jorhat : Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes) : 1 TF 2™itsta ot 518 (or4q oicl A®
Sis wled fraca foe $0 22 I 9 ey | coramas qifm TwE @
fofretia weiqs v ot FIACL, CRG 4 wgier gfy ctata w4 7 2

Shri I{UPNAT H BRAHMA 1% f3yew Departmﬁnt g “9]
¢wicon information c¢otfal i |
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Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Dergaon): Do
Government consider that the people of Ahatguri are ylways
free from diseases according to their reply at (4) ?

Mr. SPEAKER : The supplementary would not haye heen

necessary if the Government reply would have beep 4 little
more humane.

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA R e SIS czmiw e
suffer #f@3 Atca 1 s iz facn wifi official information gfm
CCE crha wiZT 1 e @ fFey st

Stocking of medicines helonging to Gove

mment Med;jc;
. s ical
Officers and Compounders in dis

ansaries

Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Dergoan) asked :

332. Will the Minister for Medical be pleased to stare—

(a) If the Government Medical Officers and Clope
pounders are allowed to keep stock of medicines
ol their own dispensaries and rent-free quarters
are allowed to them ? ‘

(b) If the. Government  have lately receiveq com-
p1a1nt§ as to sclling of medicines by some or
any of these officers at a high price ?

(¢) If the replics to the above question is in aflirmative

what steps are being taken to put a stop to such
practice ?

1_S(lfri RUPNATH BRAHMA  (Minister, Medical)
replied :

?.)32. (a)—No. The Assistant Surgeons 1I and Pharmacists
are given rent-frec quarters,

(0)—No. :
(¢)—Does not arise.

Veterinary Dispensary at Nazira
Shri TANKESWAR CHETIA (Nazira) asked :

333. Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary  Department
be pleased to state when the Veterimary Dispensary building at
Nazira will be reconstructed and provided with “all medicines,

)
6tCo'

Srr

. —

Ve
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| M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Vete-
, rinary) replied :

333.—The Veterinary dispensary at Nazira is a Local
Board Dispensary. There is a scheme in the Second Five-Year
Plan to provincialise Local Board dispensaries, We have made
provision of funds in next year’s budget for this purpose. As
soon as Budget allotment is received, the question of taking over
this dispensary will come up for consideration. Medicines will
| £~ supplied according to the indent of the Veterinary Assistant

Surgeon in charge.

Shri_ BISHNU LAL UPADHYAYA (Gohpur): Whether
all veterinary dispensaries maintained by the Local Board
will be taken over by the Government ?

- M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Government
- capnot promise taking up all the Local Board dispensaries at
o time.  We have a provision of only a sum of Rs. 120
jakhs for the next year.” Many of them will be taken up as soon

- a5 possible.  Taking up of all depends on the availability of

~ Total Number of Ex-Tea Garden labourers living in the
v State
7

4 Shri GOURI SHANKAR ROY (Katlicherra) asked :
334, Will the Minister-in-charge of Labour be pleased

o state— _ .
(¢) Whether Government have any information about
the total number of ex-tea garden labourers

living in the State ?

(b) If so, whatis the number ?

(¢) If not, whether Government propose to collect the
i figure ?
Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,

- _abour) replied :

334 (—No. .
—Does no i
EC))—G(c))vcrnment propose 1o collect the figure of

ox-tea garden 1abourers by conducting  special
surveys.

—
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~ *Shri GOURI SHANKAR ROY (Katlicherra): 7z wgw
qE FA TF & GFAr g |

~ *Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Labour): =g arid @aa® F% FIAT TGl gATE |

Shri BISHWANATH UPADHYAYA (Patharkandi) : Sir,
may I know whether there is any welfare-centre for the
ex-tea garden labourers in Cachar ? :

Mr. SPEAKER : This does not arise out of this question.
Shri GOURI SHANKAR ROY : %@«r F7a% &1 9%a1 § 2

*Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: =@ g3
fafea atfea a8 € °

*Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOQOI (Titabar) sfdrar,
tea garden labour ¥ =tféigis = fwilas 31 Ffa=cT ?

*Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Ministe,
in-charge, Labour): =iff «feaitaws 1% fawn i 521 =) qrp_°
coetaE fate w21 =3 7 “hifsee =it 1

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOT : st tieeh i3 A7)

TR 9T AfeE @ AfigiREiwT gz F fEET 62 st oo

Mr. SPEAKER : [ think, that does not arise out of this
unstarred question as in unstarred questions only specific points
are replied. In a matter relating to policy a supplementar
question cannot be replied. :

Post War Reconstruction Fund

Shri LARS -
Scheduled Tribil:-,T)G IIa Sklgfy RIEM (JOWan : ReSel‘ved fon

335. Will the Chjef Minister be pleased to state—

(@) The amount of Post-War Reconstruction fund for
the education of children of the ex-service men
allotted by the Government of India to the
State Govérnment ?

——

*Speech not Corrected

o
B ——
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(R T : : ¢
() How many ex-service men have applied for finan-
cial help from the said fund ?

(¢) Whether their applications were considered ?
(d) If so, how much each applicant received ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied :

335. (a)—No particular amount bhas been ear-marked for
the education of the children of ex-service men.

(6), (¢) & (d)—It is not clear whether.inforlr}ations

are sought in respect of all years since the coming into existence

of the Post=War Services  Reconstruction fund or for any

particular year. Unless the period is clearly mentioned a
reply cannot be given,

Shri LARSINGH KHYRIEM (Jowai: Reserved for
Scheduled ‘Tribes): Will the hon’ble Chief Minister be
pleased to supply information with regard to the year 1955-56 ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Yes, Sir, I shall be
glad to supply the information.

I have with me now information for 1955-56, In 1955-56
an additional grant of Rs.2,409 was made available to the Ex-
Service men Welfare Centre at Happy Valley.

Arrest of the Secretary, Aroimuria Co-operative Stores
in Saikhowa area of Dibrugarh Subdivision

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) asked:
336. Will the Minister-in-charge of Co-operative Societies
be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that the Secretary of the
unregistered Aroimuria Co-operative Stores in
Saikhowa area of D%b_rugarh Subdivision was
arrested, tried and Jailed for defalcation of
store funds during the vear 1950.51 7
(b)) Whether Government 1S aware that no action
has so far been taken against the Secretary of
the adjacentStunreglsterﬁglh Saikhowa Bazar
Co-operative otores 1 which gpproxi a
sum EF Rs.6,000 is involved ? RPr
(¢) Whether Government propose to take any action
against the sald Secretary »-
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-
charge, Co-operative) replied :

1556

336. (a)—Yes. But it was an unregistered Society and
the Department has no information about its organisation,
business and management. Information about it came to the
notice of the Department long after the prosecution. Steps
are being taken to prosecute the persons responsible for

running the Society without registration.

(b)—-As the Saikhowa Bazar Co-operative Stores is
also unregistered, steps are being taken to prosecute the
persons responsible for running an unregistered Society.

(c)—Steps are being taken as stated in (&) above.

Subdivisional Development Board, Karimganj

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA (Patharkandi: Reserved
for Scheduled Castes) asked:

337. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(¢) What are the credentials of Shri Mainuddin
Choudhury, L. L. B. by virtue of which he was
appointed as a member of the Subdivisional

Development Board, Karimganj ?

(b)) Whether it is a fact that this Mr. Ghoudhury was
till January, 1957 a Pakistani national and was

- serving in Pakistan in different positions such ag

an assistant in Dacca Secretariat and A. G.’s

Office ?

(¢) Whether Government are _ aware that this
Mr. Choudhury came into India from Pakistan

in January, 1957 on the strength of a Pakistani
Pass‘port and that on surrender of the said

?kISt'c}ni Passport he was granted a certificate
0 ﬂ%ndlan citizenship by the then Subdivisional
i (ifr, Karimganj, and that immediately after
S 133 d_e has been appointed as member of the
ubdivisional Development Board, Karimganj ?



Py

1958] QUESTIONS 1857
Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied :

337. (a)—The nominations to Subdivisiona] Development.
Boards are not made on the basis of any credentials. They
are made on the basis of qualification, technical or otherwise
to be of assistance in the deliberations for the development of
the Subdivision and also on ground of special representation
In this case Shri Mainuddin Chowdhury, LL. B. was nominat-
ed as educated representative of his community,

(b)—He was originally an Indian National of Karim-
ganj who migrated to Pakistan in April, 1949, After serving
in the Office of the Accountant General, Dacca as also studying
there and obtaining a Law Degree from the Dacca University,
he came to Karimganj with Pakistani Passport and Indian Visa
sometime in 1956.

(¢)—Shri Chowdhury came to India from Pakistan
sometime in 1956. As regards surrender of Pakistani Passport
and grant of certificate of Indian Citizenship by the then Sub-
divisional Officer, the information has come to the notice of
Government and suitable action has been taken., Surrender
of Pakistani Passport and issue of certificate of Indian citizen
ship had no connection with his appointment as member of
Subdivisional Development Board.

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA (Patharkandi: Reserved
for Scheduled Castes): & [T fon crem zeafgme  337(c)
Berd I QAR Shri Choudhury came to India from Pakistan

some time in 1956. ..... .49, 9% o7 2% &5 Category 7 visa
crem zeafeE ¢

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : & Cate
o7 e Tralga—mel Iify 4F I8 AT Mt

Shri RAMNATH SARMA (Lumding): Sir the jon
(¢) is, “ Whether Government are aware that)s his M’r.t}(llchg:llgit:ﬁ-?r
came to India from Pakistan in Jar}uary 19572* | and the reply
is, “Shri Choudhury came to India from Pakistan sometime
in 1956”, may I know whether he come i the tnidsto
them, i.¢., on 31st December 1956 ?

gory ¥ visa

Th MIT'ISPEAKER=t. Zhi;h(;)n‘tyember can ask for the date.
e wholesome practic utting suppl estions
should be that they should not irfﬁoi?eﬁﬁaréc&‘im ol
sarcasm.
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Shri RAMNATH SARMA (Lumding): When was
Mr. Choudhury appointed a member of the Sub-divisional
Board ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :
His appointment was notified in September, 1957.

Shri RAMNATH SARMA : Whether his name was recom-
mended by the Deputy Commissioner or his name was nomj.-
nated at Shillong.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : He was recom-
mended by some M.L.A.s and nomination was given at
Shillong.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati)

W{‘gggt}}per that gentleman surrendered his Pakistani Passport in

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Yes, when he got
Indian citizenship in April, 1957,

Governing Body in the Assam Medical College

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked :

338. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased
to state—

(a) Whether_ it is a fact that there isa Governing
Body in the Assam Medical College ?

(6) If 50, how i is constituted ?

(¢) Whethey it isa fact that the members of the
%’ernmg Body constituted are from the
‘Prugarh  Subdivision only ?

(d) If s0, Whether Government will consider the
eSIrBBblhty of constituting the said Board with
iembers from other district also ?

(¢) If not, why not ?
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA  (Minister, Medical)
replied :

338. (a)—Yes.

(b)—The Governing Body for the Assam Medical
College is  constituted under the provision of rule 3(i) of the
Prospectus of the Assam Medical College, Dibrugarh.

(¢)—No.
(d)—)

jDo not arise,
(e)—

Shri DWIJESH CHANDRA DEB SARMA (Dighof)
fGzpelea ife(Fa Ftawg sfefi I®’3 function fF?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical):
Duties, powers and functions have been well defined in rule
1I (2) of the Prospectus of the Assam Medical College, as
follows :—

“(2) The duties and powers of the Governing Body

are .

(a) to select students for admission subject (o the pro-
vision of rules.

(b) to award the punishments or deprivation o~ scholar-
ship, rustication for a period exceeding one year
and expulsion :

(¢) to award scholarships and studenships subject to
the approval of the Inspector Generg] o Civil
Hospitals, Assam :

Government reserve the right o ol
selection made cither by theg GOVgrnI;;‘gsﬁlogdyarg
the Inspector General of Ciyj) Hospitals, if it is
considered necessary for Temoving any érievance
which may be brought to their pnotice ;

(d) to consider, examine and injtiate projects for the
improvement of the College ;



(¢) to advise Government  through the Inspector
General of Civil Hospitals, Assam, with regard to
thclusion of additional subjects in the scheme  of
studies of the College :

(f) to advise the Inspector General of Civil Hospitals,
SSam, with regard to change of staff;

(g) to take such measures as they consider necessary to

ensure the comfort and convenience of the
boarders |

(h) to deal with any question referred to them by the
nspector General of Civil Hospitals, Assam or

. overnment, and
() to €xercise such additional functions as may, from
time to time, be assigned to them by Govern-

ment,”’

Mr. SPEAKER - May I suggest one thing to the Govern-
ment that when any reply to unstarred question is_given which
is meant for eliciting detailed information it is always helpful

that instead of quoting a rule or something like that answer

should be made available with the rule in question or the entire
information,

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa): As

regards (¢), who are the Members excluding the Members of the
Dibrugarh Subdivisjon ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical): One
from Gauhati and another from Cachar. Dr. Hem Chandra

Baruah was trom Gauhati Dr. Apurba Chandra Dutta,
M.B.is from Gachar.a 84 anc L 2pH

Shri DEVENDR A NATH HAZARIKA : May I know
the names of the Members of the whole Board ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical): The

narnes are as follows:—_
Life Member
(1) Shri Murlidhay Jalan

Ex-0 fficio

(2) Principal, Assam Medjca] College—Vice President.
(3) Dr. P.N. Barua, Professor of Chemical and Operative
Surgery . S e Secretary

ﬁ!ﬁ-




4

1958] QUESTIONS 1561
Members

(4) Shri Lakheswar Borooah, B. L.... President

(5) Dr. H. C. Barua Gauhati
(6) Shrimati Padma Kumari Gohain Dibrugarh
(7) Mvi. Faiznur Ali, B. L. Do.
(8) Shri Dalbir Singh Lohar Do.
(9) Shri Jadab Ch. Khaklari Do.

(10) Dr. Apurba Ch. Datta, M.B. ... Cachar

Shri RAMNATH SARMA (Lumding) : tetdcs cifece
FETS MR 79 ezfGEcT Bise w91 cafvm 2

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : (Minister, Medical)
%‘here was a vacancy, Sir, after the death of Dr. Bhubaneswar
arooah.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari) : What is

the principle adopted by Government in constituting this
overning Body ? Is there any Principle ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister Medical): The
members are generally selected from where they are easily
available. Wehave taken greater number from Dibrugarh for
this reason ?

Senior Basic Training Institution at Golakganj

! Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganyj)
asked :

339. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased
to state—

(a) Whether Government were receiving public re-
presentation for starting a Normal School or
a Senior Basic Training Institution at Golak-

ganj since 1953 ?

(6) Whether Government propose to start a Normal
or Senior Basic Training Institute at Golakganj
to raise the standard of the teachers in the
western-most area of the State ?




1562 QUESTIONS [25TH MAR.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Education) replied :

229, (a)—Yes.
(h)—No such proposal at present.

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI : (Golakganj)
May we know Sir, whether there was a Basic Training School
at Golakganj in the years 1952-53 and 1953-54 ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Education): Ihave no information, Sir.

Middle English Examination, etc.

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon)
asked :

340. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleaseq

to state— )
(a) The total number of Middle Fnglish candidateg

in the year 1957 ?

(b)) What is the present staff’ sanctioned for it ?

() Whether it is a fact that the post of Secretary
Middle School, which is a Class I post has been
kept in abeyance ?

(d) If so, why ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Education) replied :

340. (a)—48,300.
(b)—HThe following staff has been sanctioned—
(1) One Secretary.
(i) 3 Upper Division Assistants.
(#i7) 8 Lower Division Assistants.
(i) 2 Typists,

(v) 10 temporary posts of assistants sanctioned
for ahout 2 months every year,
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(c)—Yes.

(d)—The permanent incumbent in Class I, Assam
Educational Service is on deputation to the Government of
India’s Service. The post has been filled in temporarily by
an oflicer of Class II, Assam Educational Service,

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : (Katonigaon)
May I know Sir, whether the number of examinees is increasing
or decreasing ?

*Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : (Minister,
Education) Increasing.

*Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: Do Govern-
ment think that the present machinery is suflicient to cope with
the number of cxaminees ?

*Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: I must
admit, Sir, that the machinery under pressure of work has com-
Pletely broken down.

*Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: Whether the
Present Secretary who is engaged is an officer of Class T ?

*Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: That is in the
reply, Sir ; the present incumbent is an officer of Class I1.

*Shri CHATRASING TERON [Mikir Hills-West :
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]|: Is ita fact that due to
Mismanagement of affairs by those responsible for the Middle
I nglish Iixamination this year publication of the result was very
ate P

*Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: In reply to
the Lady Member I have already said that the machinery
Sanctioned was so small that it could not discharge its function
Properly, hence the delay. It is not because of mismanagement

ut of inadequacy of staff.

*Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Whether the Minister-in-charge knows that the school session
Commences on st January and whether these studeps will get
their chance to commence their studies in time »

*Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: 1 have

alrcady said, Sir, that we extremely regret for this delay.

ut I have no doubt that by strengthening the machinery this
Mustake will not be repeated in future ?

e

*Speech not corrected



1564 QUESTIONS [25TH MAR

*Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA .(Gauhati)_ -
Whether this Middle English Examination will continue or will
be abolished ?

*Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Education): That Sir, is in the womb of the future.

*Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Whether late
appointment of the necessary stafl' was the cause of this dalay
in announcement of the Middle English Examination results this
year ?

*Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order. The Minister has already
replied that the delay was duc to the breakdown of the machi-

nery,
Indian National Congress at Pragjyotishpur
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) asked :

341. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(¢) How many Departments of the Government of
Assam participated in the Exhibition that wag
held in connection with the 63rd Session of
the Indian National CGongress at Pragjyotigp-
pur ?

(b)) What were those Departments and how much
each of these Departments spent under different
heads (viz., rent, publicity, transport, establish-
ment, etc.,) in the exhibition ?

(¢) How much each TDepartment earned during the
exhibition ?

342, Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—
() Who were the State Guests of the category of
V. I. Ps. who wvisited 'Assam during the last
Session of the Pragjyotishpur Congress ?

(?)  Wherein each of them was lodged and how much
the Government spent for each one of them ?

(¢) What was the total expenditure of the Govern-

ment for entertaining the State guests and.

I. Ps. who came for the last Session of the
Congress ? :

L N

o
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(0=
Departments Earning
Rs. N.P.
(1) Agriculture Department 1,000:00
(2) Sericulture and Weaving Department ... 20,883-09
(3) Cottage Industries Department.., 25,000°00
(4) Forest Department ... e 163-50

342. (a)—The Union Cabinet Minister, Union Ministers
of State, Chief Ministers of other States of India and one
representative of a foreign Embassy who visited Gauhati during
the 14th and the 20th January, 1958 were treated as Stato
guests.

(b)—They were accommodated at Pragjyotishpur in
the buildings of the Engineering College and the Gauhati
University as well as in the Gauhati Circuit House., No
separate account has been maintained for each State Guest,

(¢)—Rs. 24,788:84 N. P,

Dergaon and Bokakhat State Veterinary Dis-
pensaries

Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Dergaon) asked :

343, Will the Minister for Veterinary be pleased to
state—

(a) Whether the Dergaon and Bokakhat State Veteri-
nary dispensaries have been opened ?
(6) If not, why »

(¢) Whetl_mr it is a fact that no stock of furniture
€quipments and medicines have been furnished?

M. MOINUL, i ..
Veterinary) replieq :SIAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,

343, (a)—VYes, in March- 1957

(b)—“DOCS not a-l"ise,

(¢)—No,

gl
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Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Dergaon): With

regard to Question No. 343 (¢)—whether Government is aware
that therewas no stock of medicines in this dispensary at the time
of epidemics ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Veterinary): 1 have no information, Sir.

Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA: Will the Hon’ble
Minister enquire into this ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,

veterinary): 1 shall

Stocking of medicines of their own by Veterinary
Assistant Surgeons and Field Assistants

Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Dergaon) asked:
344. Will the Minister for Veterinary be pleased to state—

(¢) Whether Government Veterinary Assistant Sur-
geons and Veterinary Field Assistants are
allowed to keep stock of medicines of their

own and rent free quarters arc allowed to
them ?

() Whether Government have lately received com-
plaints as to selling of medicines by some or
any of these officers at high price ?

(c) If so, what steps are being taken by Govern-
ment to put a stop to this practice ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Veterinary) replied:

344. (a)—Veterinary Assistant Surgeons or Veterinary Field
Assistants are not allowed to keep stock of medicines of their
own. Rent free quarters are allowed to the Veterinary
Assistant Surgeons only. But when a Supervisor Veterinary
Tield Assistant Or Veterinary Field Assistant remains in-

charge of a dispensary he occupies the quarter meant for
the Veterinary Assistant Surgeon,
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(b)—Yes. In the month of February, 1958, the
Chairman Local Board, Golaghat brought to the notice of
the Director Veterinary about selling of medicine by the
Veterinary Assistant Surgeon, Golaghat.

(¢)—The Chairman, Local Board is taking action
on this as the Veterinary dispensary at Golaghat is under
the Local Board. The District Veterinary Officer has also
been directed by the Director of Veterinary to enquire into
the matter and’ report for action.

Shri GOURI SHANKAR ROY (Katlicherra): What is
the duty and function of the Veterinary Field Assistants ? .

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Veterinary): Their duty is to carry on the programme of the
Veterinary Department at the lowest level, particularly, they
are to help the Doctors and also do the job of compounding
and dispensing medicine.

Joypore-Pichala Case in Kherajkh:a!: Mouza of North
Lakhimpur Subdivision.

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur) asked

345, Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased tq
state—
(@) Whether Government has any information regar.
ding the Joypore-Pichala case in Kherajkhat ;
Mouza of North Lakhimpur Subdivision ?

(0) Whether the Government has gone through the pa-
pers of this case and whether the Government hag b
any idea of the huge loss of some people for the
fault of officers who are responsible for keeping
the matter alive so long ?

(¢) Why Government order was vacated after it has
¢en flatly disobeyed by its own officers ? |

(d) Whetl_ler Government has tried to take any action
against thoge who disobeyed Government orders
and algo against thoge who tried to save them ?

(¢) What step Government is taking to compensate

the loss Sustained by the people for no fault of
them and for the faplt of some officers ?

R



1958] QUESTIONS 1569

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance for
Minister, Revenue) :

345. (a)-—Yes. Government are aware of the land dispute at
Joypore-Pichala between Caste Hindus and Dewris.

(b)—Yes, Government have perused the reports recei-
ved from the Sub-divisional Officer, but these do not reveal any
loss sustained by any people nor do they indicate that officers
were responsible for keeping the matter alive for so long.

(¢)—Government orders were not vacated but were
stayed on receipt of a review petition. The stay order has since
been vacated.

Subsequently a petition was received alleging that the local
Sub-Deputy Collector settled some lands with the Deuri people
In contravention of Government orders.

(d)—The Subdivisional Officer has been asked to
enquire thoroughly, to the above petition and such action in
asmay be deemed necessary will be taken on receipt of his
report.

(¢)—Dose not arise in view of reply to question (b)
above,

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North-Lakhimpur): In
reply to my Question (¢) it is stated—*‘Subsequently a petition
was received alleging that the local Sub-Duputy Collector settled
some land with the Deuri people in contravention of Government
order’’-—is it a fact that when the Sub-Deputy Collectors went to
the area for eviction the people showed him Pattas issued by the
Sub-Deputy Collector 7 How that can be ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: That was an allegation and
Government is enquiring into the matter, Sir, :

Mr. SPEAKER : What is the date of this eviction, can
you say ? :

Shri MOHANANDA BORA: It was sometime j 5
Sir, I cannot give the exact date offhand. My pointli. lt%;z’
there was an eviction order from Government ang accordingly’
the Sub-divisional Officer went there to farry out eviction, but
the people affected showed the Sub-divisional Officer the Pattas
which were issued by the local Sub-Deputy Colletor,
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Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: (Minister, Edl_lcati‘(_)n
for Revenue Minister): [ havenot got that information, Sir.
But as I said, this matter is under enquiry of Government.

Shri LALIT KUMAR DALEY [Moran: (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: With reference to (a) Sir, it is said
in the reply that Government was aware that there was a
dispute between Caste Hindus and Deuries—by using these
terms ‘Caste Hindus’ and ‘Deuries’ are we not encouraging coms
munal sentiment, Sir—as if the Deuries are not Hindus ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: I concede Sir, that this
reply should have been stated in clear terms.

Shri LALIT KUMAR DALEY: Is not the land in
question fall within Tribal belt of North Lakhimpur Subdivision ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : It may be so, Sir,

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati).
The question I want to ask is this-that if the caste-compositig,
of the contesting parties was at all to be mentioned, instea] p
using the term “Caste Hindus’’ and ‘‘Deuries”, would it not he
correct to state it in a different way, say, ‘‘some caste Hindyg
and ‘‘some Deuries’ ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: Government have siated

the fact but I concede, Sir, that the terms should have peen
stated more clearly,

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Whether

o5 B pesulieg st aal ol the Tevicd petition these Deuries
would be landlegg ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: Sir, that is not known to
me.

Shri LALIT KUMAR DALEY: Whether that areas falls
within the tribal belt ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: Yes.
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' FOR BUDGET DISCUSSION

Regarding one day's extra sitting for Budget
Discussion

Mr. SPEAKER: I would like to bring to the notice of the
hon. Members of this House that in consultation with the Business
Advisery Committee six days were allotted for general discussions
of the Budget including two half days and according to that
arrangement we worked out that hon. Members will be allotted
15 to 20 minutes to speak and in accordance with that plan
about 40 hon. Members would be able to participate in the
decbate. But it is now found that some hon. Members speak for
more than 20 minutes each and some of them even go beyond 40
minutes. Therefore, I would suggest that we sit tomorrow also
because I find that a large number of hon. Merbers are
anxious to par[ici])&tc in the debates, T understand and I
appreciate their willingness to do so. So, I would like the
House to consider whether we should sit tomorrow in order that
more hon. Members may participate in the discussions.

Shi HARESAWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): So far we

are concerned, we have no objection.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief
Minister): 1 think the hon. Members on this side also will be
agrecable to sit tomorrow as most of the hon. Members are
anxious to take part in the discussions. Sir, we welcome your
suggestion.

Mr. SPEAKER: Then we will meet tomorrow., There
will be no question tomorrow in view of the fact that we shall
not be able to arrange the questions for tomorrow, We will
sit from 10. a. m. and straight away we will proceed with the
debates.

‘Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): In this con-
nection, Sir, I would like to suggest that the number of days for
the general discussion of the Budget should be extended. this may
be considered so that the hon. Metphqys may say some’fhing'.l
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Mr. SPEAKER: I quite appreciate that sentiment _but
I said this matter was fixed in consultation with the Business
Advisory Committee, where the Leaders of the Opposition and
the Treasury Benches are adequately represented. I am
entirely in the hands of the House as well as the Adw.sg)ry
Ommittee, in this matter therefore, I am not In  a position
to allot more days than was allotted by the Advisory Commi-
ttee although my personal inclination to give more time for this
Purpose,

General Discussion of the Budget.
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“Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Mr. Spea-
ker, Sir, I am thankful tothe Finance Minister for giving us
for the first time a budget speech which can be called a financial
statement. Up till now the practice was just to place the
ﬁgurcs of the budgct and give the a.(;_tlvltles of the Gow:rnme_nt
more prominance than the economic trends or the financial
trends, which are to be revealed by the budget. WC_ are not
given a correct picture about our ways and means position and,
therefore, the budget speech was more or less a speech from one
of the Members of the Government Benches.

Sir, T am also thankful to him for giving a r‘tzalist@c des-
cription of the various activities of the State and facussing the
urgency or the nced of the State with a view i bring the food
problem under its grip, In the meantime vatious Members  of
the Treasury Benches have also participated in ‘thls discussion.
I do not propose to take any international flight. . When my
Friend, Mr. Bhattacharyya, Sp_OkC about An1$1'1'ca s recession he
rightly emphasised on that point, for although immediately the
ambit of the America’s recession may not be as acute as is
expected, but ultimately it will have 1ts eifect. Therefor?,
although we are not concerned with the foreign ??‘Change posi-
tion of the country and with the theories of co-existence, yet it
is essential for us to take into account the wmternational deve.
lopements, both in the economic field and in the political felq,
I have also to say that when we spoke about the internaiong]
matters we must not close our eyes to find what are oyr needs
under our nose or whatis very ?bly put by a famoys poet
we must be ““true to the kindred points of Heaven and Home”,
We cannot be just like a skylarl-g that goes flying up and y
and not concerned itself with things in the earth.  After gj1 we
are all human beings and our immediate concern is our own
livelihood, that is, how we are to 'I}VC and how We propose to
live. Therefore, when Mr. Tripathi brought in many problems
of internationalism, I was wondering whether I was in the
Assam Assembly or in the Lok Sabha, as those things are more

——————

—

*Speech nov corrected,
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pertinent to the Lok Sabha. It should be made a.t‘point_thaf
internationalism or even to a certain extent the big nat;ona
problem should not be a cover for ignoring our own problems.

Sir, the budgetaiy position, as has been . %‘nvqale‘ad ll}la'th(s:
budget, appears to be a bit hopeful. For the first time perhap
in the Revenue Accounts we will have a surpl‘u..s after many
many years although there may be an overal% Clef{C]t. }\V-(:' BEE I}OE
worrying about deficit. After all t()de}y a (xovm_n‘xna,nt ;.s z’m‘ in
vestor and spender through its work of social services and nation-
alised industries and it has come more and more to m“llucnce
the economic activities of the people. As S‘Pendffl'ss (;nvern-
ment’s spending is not at all bad, as very Otlrcn G()‘r}:f‘n‘m?n.t,s
spending as investor leads to increase in mcmnc_. ere ore,
when we scrutinise the Budget proposals we have L‘o.ser: \’\’}lCthl_fbl
by this spending we are really going to increase our income, S -
as I said, now-a-days it has become a vogue to have _deficit
ﬁnancing and, therefore, just because there 15 a  deficit, to
the tune of a crore, we need not be worried. Smnlm*ly,_ a sur-
plus should not make us over glad. What is important  ig 119w
we are going to spend the money and to that extent a | descrip-
tion of the Governmental activities is very importapg and
relevant to the discussion of the_Budgct l)@eﬁtusé WT k_nOV‘v, even
from the point of view of the Finance M11115161: that (IOVcrn_
mental activities are relevant to the extent they will enal)q hitn
to levy new taxes or incur fruitful expenditure, ~always keepin g
in mind the aim and values, the attainment of which we have
set as our task.

Now, Sir, when I go through the Budget proposals, T find
that during these years, from 1953 to 1958, we have increased
2HF revenue resources; from 14 crores it has come upto 29 crores.

If you look to the expenditure side also, you will find that
31tt1£10ugh Mmany times we estimated that there would pe huge
eficit

[cits, they did not turn out to be huge. In 1953.54 we
estimated that thepe would be a deficit to the extent of 53 lakhs;
n fact, it turpeq out to be a surplus of 58 lakhs.  Similarly, in
the years that follow, our estimated deficits did not in actuality
turn out tg he 80, and very often they turned out to be surplus.
This leads me g emphasise the matter of budgeting properly.
Very often at the beginning of the year, when the budget is
presented, almogt 4y, alarm 1s created that we will have a big
deficit. T have SCrutinised the figures of the past few years and
I have found that iy, tabulating the figures on the revenue side
we did not take into account the time factor, the possibility of
having greater receipts, anq almost dittoed the figures of the

T —
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preceding year. This has been the case. If you look through
the Budget Memorandum of this year,in Statement A, we will
find that our main sources of revenue are land revenue, other
taxes and duties, taxes on income other than corporation tax,
forest, taxes on vehicles, etc. So far as land revenue is con-
cerned, although at one time the then Finance Minister said
that our land revenue would incrcase because of the conversion
policy taken by Government, in fact in the budget figures that
was never shown and we never found that in actuality. This
factor is important from this point of view whether we have
exerted our ytmost to increase our revenue from the known
sources. And I find, Sir, that that attempt has not been as
vigorous as it should have been. In the case of land revenue, the
budget estimates of 1958-59 are Rs.2,36,74,000; the revised
estimates of last year also come to Rs.2,36,65,000; year before
last it was Rs.2,24,22,000. We, therefore, find that the possibi-
lity of increasing that source has not been clearly revealed in
the budget figures. Similar is the case with other sources of
revenue. On the expenditure side, which I will subsequently
deal with, therc also we have found that very often we got
sanctions for expenditure which we did not really need or
really incurred. From the point of view of actual activities,
this may not matter, but from the point of view of budgeting
this is a very important matter to which the Finance Depart-
ment should give closer attention.

Then, Sir, in connection with the ways and means fund
also, the Finance Minister has said towards the end of his
speech that the ways and means fund is carmarked for three
purposes. But if we look to the history of the last few vears,
we will find that we have very casily drawn on the ways and
means fund. If I am right, the Finance Commission this year
suggesicd that we should not leave any gap between the revenue
and expenditure and if there be any gap we should clearly
state by what means that gap is to_be filled. Although this
year that may not be a very vital problem because we expect
a surplus. But with regard to the actual balance at that fund,
we have found that from Rs.535 lakhs our ways ang means
fund dwindled upto Rs.122 lakhs atone ime and it is expected
that at the end of the year it will be Rs.272 lakhs. Now, it is
a fact that we have to create a reserve also,

In a State which thinks of enlarging the economic activi-
ties it must have a big reserve and not short-sightedly draw
from ways and means fund at once or without any diffculty
and to deplete it, Therefore my suggestion will be, if I am
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correct, when I say that the Finance Commission has suggested
that the gap should be properly filled then it is necessary
that whenever there is a gap we should not fill it up going to
the ways and means fund but we should fill up that gap ?Y
other means, if possible by taxation, if not by going to the
open market and float loan. . .
Now, regarding the procedural matters in the budget,
I have also to emphasize another point, namely, we pass the
the budget say in the month of March or April and the depart-
ments actually got the money in the month of November or
December. There is a time lag between the passing of the
budget and making the money available to the departments.
I understand, this is mainly due to another checking done by
the Finance Department. ~If I am correct, at the time of
preparation of the budget all the schemes are submitted by
various departments well ahead of time.  From the month of
September these schemes start coming to the Finance Depart-
ment and these are finalised after going through a process of
scrutiny and these are the final schemes and these things are
incorporated in the budget, the main book of the Assembly,
and every item is there including new schemes and  (he budget
is approved by the Assembly and when this is so, T g not
see any reason why the Finance Department should have the
necessity for another checking which is unnecessary a5 it

affects certain department very badly as the time factor 1S most

i : : IMstance the
Agriculture Department, here the time factor is very important

and time is unnecessarily taken in having a second checking,
which hampers all the activities and these are the reasong why
we find at’the end of the year surrenders Or reappropriation.

hy is this necessary ? My submission 1s that we should be
rather very careful at the time of preparation of the budget.
In other countrieg there is also a committee, called the Budget
Committec anqg the Budget Committee goes through the various
schemes, Prépares the budget and as soon as the budget gets
the approval of the Legislature the Finance Department has no-
thing to do regarding checking. Now, here we find that although
an item has heen aﬁproved by the House yet there is a second
scrutiny by (he Finance Department. Ifthe department con-
(.:crned does_ ot utilise the money properly, or rccklessly spend
it or abuse it, thepe are the Clommittees of the House 27z., the
Est1mate§ Committee and the Public Accounts Committee for
looking nto the same ang therefore there is no necessity for the
Flnancga Mmlst_er or the (Finance Department to interfere into
such things again, Tt i for this reason probably the Financr port-

folio has become attractiye and some Member of the Cabinet,
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although they have got collective responsibility, have issued
press statements from time to time regarding having control of
this Finance portfolio. I do not think that that should be
the attitude of a Cabinet Member having collective
responsibility.

Sir, T know of some instances, which I do not like to
divulge here, when the Finance Minister went out of his way
and sanctioned certain expenditures of certain other depart-
ments whercas the departments concerned are not aware of
the expenditures. My submission is that once the Finance
Minister is put in his proper place all such trouble will be over.
The Finance Minister is concerned with the collective = respon-
sibility of the Cabinet and his duty is to see that the schemes
are properly accounted for and he is to sce that after the end
of the year whether the money is spent for the purpose it was
given and not to intervene any more in the meantime.

Sir, we appreciate the move of the Finance Minister to
appoint 3 Financial Advisers to three departments, namely,
Education, Public Works and Agriculture deparments. Now,
here we have also appointed Financial Advisers to check the
technicalities of the finance and once those technicalities are
observed out there should be no trouble in getting money and
there should not be any wastage of time in sanctioning schemes
and implementing them. I think that even if the Iinance
Minister is interested in Governmental activities in so far as
these Governmental activities are to get more revenue or
allocation of funds to different heads, etc., he has to look to
all these things and to make up his mind. The day before
yesterday, the Revenue Minister said that we have landless
people in the State to the extent of 20 lakhs, then the Major
Industries’ Minister said that it would not be possible to attract
industrialists to Assam and we have possibly to remain content
with the present position for sometime. My submission is this:
Whether we should follow a particular pattern of ideology
for some time and for that we have to make up our mind as
to what type of society we want to create at least for say
10 years. If we are going to have a  predominantly agri-
cultural country then we should adjust our figures accordingly
and if we want to have a_predominantly industrial country,
we will have to adjust our figures in that way, Here, so far
as we are concerned we cannot aspire to he a. predor,ninantly
industrial State and that would not be helpful to our State
Therefore, we will have to devel(?p our State in a mid way
and we have to encourage those industries for which we have
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Sotdy laterial, resources and for want of which the State
15 suffering, :

0

Bhiell Firianee . Minister has rightly emphasised
4D orNZooY Production, Sir, Assam at one time was self-
sufﬁmept In foo . Uni‘ortun’atcly for the last few years we
have slippeq o from that position and today we have to
depend op Other sources for our food. So I say we have to
i evelop our agriculture prOpel‘l}". In doing so
1t 15 also pogsib]e to build up in Assam a society where there
will be both agriculture and industry. That economic determi-
nation has tq . made. Now that economic determination
1s not there, nce wé determine what precentage of our
to live on agriculture, we have also to devise
of bringing the rest to other fru_ﬁful and
ns.  For the last few years in our State that

$ never been made. We have also to e
that in our State 34 Is essential that we give priority to certain
1tems at a time, 14 will be wrong on our part to try to chew
everything at ope time. Let us accept the fact that we are an
under-devdoped State, economically backward, that we lack
in capital, we lack in technical know how. That factor shoul(
be taken into consideration if we want to develop our State,

But if we just incur expenditure in such a way that we
to satisfy everyhody,

therefore, necessar

ways and meang
galnful_OCCLlpatio
determinatjon },

_ Want
we will surely fail in that venture, Ty is

y that we should fix certain items and give
them topmost priority and go the whole hog to the fulfilmey
of thatitem. Tor instance, if we decide, to be SCIf-sufﬁCient
in food during the Second Five Year Plan, let us take i -
very seriously. Ope step is suflicient at a time, we can take
other steps afterwa.rds, and if we can show it to the people,
then only they will fec] enthused—the people will then kyg
that we are actually doing something and then we wijl] get
the full Co-operation of the people in these matters. Unfor.

tunately that has no been done,  We have to learn also o
take a premium

. of the future and discount the present for
a time. If any Syt is to prosper then it is necessary ¢l
we should save for the time being. If we want to improve oy
e have to curtail our expenj-

items.

Now, on this point if we look to the Budget figures of the
last few years—three years o¢ least—we will find what are the

amounts. We haveto be clear firgt i, our mind, that departmenta]
activities are necessary in a W elfare State. Our develomenta]
activities must also be productive. If we only go on spending
on schemes which will produce Dothing, we can say that e
have become a very advanced State, but the growing strength
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will be stunted, the State will not be able to grow and after
a few years there would be no flow of income and our econo-
mic activities will be almost moribund. Therefore in increasing
expenditure on developmental activiiles we have to make
a distinction between those activities which are generally social
service activities and those which are productive, If we look
at our budget of the last few years we will find that the emphasis
has never been given on productive developmental activities,
Take agriculture for instance. Under agriculture we will find
that in the year 1956-57 when our bud.gct was _19 crores, we
spent on different heads of agriculture like Fisheries, Community
Projects, National Extension Service altogether about 4 crores of
rupees. In 1957-58 when our revenuc rose to 28 crores we find
that agriculture has not been given an added importance. There
also we find that the amount spent was about 4 crores—to bhe
exact 3'9 crores or something like that. And this year 1958.59
we find that this has actually gone down. Whether it will be
possible for the Agriculture Department 1o spend the entire
amount, that will be a subsequent matter. But immediately
what is most important ? If we look to agriculture we have
to consider whether this item—agriculture—is a conscious
attempt on the part of the Government to revolutionise the
countryside to bring about a radical Cha‘nge m  agricultural
activities with an aim to increased production or do we look
at it simply because we have some Elgl‘lC}ﬂtu}‘al activities? There
must be an Agriculture Department with an  Agriculture
Minister and for that a nice looking gentleman......... (laughter).

Mr. SPEAKER: ‘Nice looki(l;g gc/;?tl)cman may be interest-
ing but not helpful, I suppose (laug/uer).

° *SthrgtlilAlll)ES’WARp(};‘-OSWAMI (Rampur) : We have to
have those things also, Sir, otherwise our debates would be
dry—we want to smile also sometimes. i :

Now, Sir, my point is that we ar¢ not ?11 y concerned with
physical target and the physical amount tlfat‘ W€ sanctioned,
but with the machinery that we creaté 1or spending that
amount—that is most important. In budgeting we find that
we have given some amount but we are very callous or at least
we are not as careful as is necessary to see that there ig really
a machinery to spend that amaunt under agriculture to bring
about the expected result. _

Then again, take Industry. Under Major Industries we
have been able to allot only 38 thous.and 9 hundred rupees.
This is our idea about major mdusti“ﬁS. It may be that the
major industries that we envisaged will go to the private sector
and therefore Government need not spend money. But on the

*Speech not corrected.
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other hand we have also been given a blue print regarding
major industries as to how we want to develop this industry
in our State, but at the same time we have given only
38 thousand 9 hundred to be spent on this scheme. My
feeling, Sir, is that we have not done justice to this Department
nor to the people of Assam nor to the State because here 1n
our State it is possible to develop the major industries‘. l\fow‘so
far cottage industry is concerned, what is the position ? For
the Department of Sericulture the expenditure in 1956-57 was
Rs.79 lakhs, in 1957-58 Rs. 80 lakhs and this year Rs.76 lakhs.

Then, Sir, if we come to the Civil Works, the most impor-
tant department, from 7 crores in 1956-57 and  1957-58, this
year the expenditure has gone up to 8 crores of rupees. Then
we come {o the Electrical Department. This is another impor-
tant department for productive purposes; the expenditure in
1956-57 was 4-37 lakhs, in 1957-58 it was 12°32 lakhs and this
year the expenditure is 19 lakhs. Major industries carry
on developmental activities which will give or produce much
more better results and so far as Civil Works are concerned
they are carrying on with construction of roads, houses,
bridges, etc., but what is its productive aspect I do mnot know
or whether by merely buildings roads, bridges, houses, etc,,
we can br'mg prosperity to the diate. On the other hand ag
far as Civil Works department is concerned they are of course
stving employment to the people ; surely when this department
spends 8 crores of repees it should give employment to the
people but if you come to look at the problem from the other
point of view you will find that the major portlon of the
employment is going to the people outside the State than the
people inside the State because most of the contractors and
also labours, etc,, employed by the Civil Works department are
outside the State, Sir.--s6. By us thicse ‘three departments
are conmcerned, we find for the last three years from the

budget alloca; s
el ; it een increased
but what ig that the expenditure has b

ing midhey ¢ more important is that in the matter of allocat-
- wamgd © these departrments it has not been as happy as
‘IN roposé toui t{{e- Before T take up these three departments,
dzﬁing e O_a €Up some other departments by way of _ eluci-
: co-ordingtilf?t.b would like to point out that there is lack
o ey ordinar.:;' Ctween the departments. ~ There 1s absolute-
Iy no 10n,if may say so, between the departments.
ssary T will give them. [Now let us take

emes in thi ; ;
many sch In thesels ll‘:ispect and we have spent about 4 crores
of rupees. q fc cmes what we have done, ‘we have
reclaimed the lands for beasts ang anjmals. The people were
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asked to take settlement there but most of them have given up
their settlements because these lands were reclaimed ~ without
any plan. The first and foremost thing to do before any land is
reclaimed is to examine the geographical or topographical con-
dition of the land and then the most important thing to do is
to have the land surveyed, then the soil should also be surveyed
whether it will be suitable for cultivation but these things were
not done and'we simply put5 or 10 tractors to reclaim the lands
and the result is that for want of plan, etc., these tractors are
lying idle. There is no irrigation project, there is no provision
for water, there is no pump and there i, nothing like :chools,
hospitals, etc., and therefore, I say that the lands 0 reclaimed
become the responsibility of the Agricultural Department.
Because of these defects, do you expect the vield of any agri-
cultural products in these areas? The whole scheme lacks plan-
ning. Take another instance for example, the Embankment
and Drainage Department. We are proud that about 1,300
miles of dykes have been constructed in our State. But the
Mehta Committee has very clearly stated that very often these
embankments and dykes have been the cause of scarcity of water
or logging of water and therefore, these dykes and embankments
are responsible to a greatextent for the reduction in the produc-
tion of crops. Now it has been proposed to transfer the Em-
bankment and Drainage Department to the Agriculture
Minister. If we do that in terms of land revenue only it is
not necessary but what is really necessary is co-ordination bet-
ween the departments.  For the Agriculture Department to
have co-ordination with the Public Works Department that is
a long process, it will bring about a change in the whole
thing. But what is necessary is co-ordination between the res-
Pective departments. Our Ministers will often undertake long
tours, they will be busy in various mectings, they will not be
able to give much of their time to the schemes. It should not
be the responsibility of one particular department but if there
IS co-ordination between the departments that woyld make
the schemes fruitful and successful. But that has net been
done and co ordination is very much lacking. I would  like
our hon. Members to visit these schemes, such ag the Kaki
Reclamation Area, the Subankhata Reclamation Area, and
Other such projects and to see whether the expenditupe Re
have sanctioned in this House has not been uselessly spent in
these projects. Lands are being settled ang whether the
really landless people have been given settlement in such
areas., Sir, crores of rupees have been Spent yet we are un-
mindful about the development schemes. Tt is to go into all
these things and to see whether these things have been
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Properly done or not. Then, Sir, there is yet another depart-
maent, the Community Development  Projects Department,
his is ag important as the other departments in our Stu.te
to-day. At one time we were told that Assam stands ﬁ1‘§t mn
matters of Community projects, we are proud about that fact,
but after visiting some of these projects in our State, I do not
know who is the last now. The most important thing in the
community projects is to make the people co-operate instead
oi: relying always on the Government and Government can
give the people some sort of encouragement so that the co-
Operative spirit is enthused in the people and imbibed by the
people to take up certain developmental activities which will
makc? the community projects successful. And in these Com-
munity Projects agriculture has to play the main role. When
We go to the Community Project areas, we find the lack of
Co-ordination. The Project Officer there is the big boss,—he
stands aloof from the people. These Community Projects were
e prople il i vidkth poagle and. e imericd, ot
AEistnee aid createWI 1 the people and  give _therp necessary
. enthusiasm in their mind ip this co-
operative endeavour, but when we go to these Project areas
we find that a new official class has been created there If
we g0 from Shillong to Gauhati or Nowgong, we find .th e
are some buildings only, belonging to the Nationg] Extens'el
Service Blocks. "Now where is the distinguishing featureéo-nf
these Projects ?  If e compare the activities of 4 Block or
inrOJ;ft, say for instance, agriculture, with thatof 5p adjoin-
CU%turga lg):stslde the Block or Project, can we say that agri-
developed halsmglroved, has be_COInC more scientific or well
tich 3" Qs e people adopted new methods of cultiva-
imilarly has the people become more hygiene mind-
which wé) on and so forth ?  That is ‘the only standard by
spend hugec-an Judge work gf .these projects. It is useless to
find tha abums of money, if it has not yielded the results. We
ommunjt “11) . of rupeces two crores has been allotted for
these Proje):;t rojects. Now it is high time that we find that
In terms o S are really yielding tangible results. It must be
and in terrnsp f)?s.perlty pf the peo.ple, agricultural product-iop,
some Newspape. "dUstrial production. The other day we saw in
Minister of Psr a news item covering the visit of the Union
Union Ministermmfumty Project to a project. There when the
three cocks, he :Nz ter seeing the Register, enquired about the
and the other o ?Dtold t}1at one cock has gi1ed, one was there
ters). Ido not kno‘;:en killed for the Union Minister (laugh-
50 NOW we ﬁnd _hWhether‘ 1t 1s true or not. But peoplc say
’ the Gram Sevaks who used Dhyties an
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shirts, now take to trousers and become big officers. We are
creating an official class in this way, which is contrary to the
spirit of Community Development Projects.  If we really go
ahead with these things, it is time that we make an enquiry into
these matters and see how these things are going on. ‘Take for
instance, the new method of cultivation, it is just a prototype.
The Agricultural Demonstrator and other Officers say, it is
Japanese method of cultivation. They will ask the cultivators
to prepare the soil in this way or that, hold the root of the
plant in that way, plant it 6” apart and so on and so forth.
We should rely on the initiative and intelligence of the people.
I have no doubt that our village people have enough of' com-
mon sense and intelligence and if we approach them in a
friendly way, and explain them the principles and leave the
rest with them, perhaps we can do better.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. Member should be some-
what brief. He has been spcaking for some time. I would like
to know how long he will take to finish his speech.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Fifteen mi-
nutes, more, Sir. So that is also very important, and as I have
said, in the Community Project also there is the same lack of
co-ordination there. To-day I am not very worried as to whether
we should have a Socialist or a capitalist State, but I am very
worried about the success of our schemes. When we approve
of a scheme in this House and when we tell the people
outside  that such and such schemes have  been
approved in the House and when we find that the results
are not encouraging then it really pains us. Therefore
whenever we allot some money for a particular project
for a particular department, it is necessary to  see
that the moncy is spent well, not by the Finance Minister
but by the Decpartment concerned, and the Deparment
concerned should be taken to task if they do mot spend
it well. The Finance Minister has rightly said that we
have to do somthing regarding our agricultural production
so that we may be sell-sufficient. Sir, as I have stated,
-we have allotted about rupees four Croreés out of the
total budgeted amount, above 1/7th of the total amount
of the budget for the Agriculture Department. This i ,
very important Department and we should see that the
moncy is well spent. Now, Sir, we have seen that in the
Agriculture Department, I do not know whether it is due
to the sanction not coming in time, when the money is
necessary it is mnot given In proper time. Take for

—_—

*Speech not corrected
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instance, fertiliser. Very often fertiliser will come after
the season. Take for instance the agricultural loan busi-
ness. The Agricultural loan business should better be dealt
with by the agriculture Department itself, or it would be
better to do away with this agricultural loan business if
1t remains in this manner. If we are really interested to
give loan to the agriculturists, it should be brought under
the_Agriculturc Department and the loan should be m_adc
available to the cu'tivators in time. The loan applications
should be speedily disposed of. I know many cases where.
applications have been made about two years back, but
€V€N now no enquiry has been made. Sometimes I feel 1t
would be better if we burn all the files one day and begin
afresh. This file business is a terrible thing. Once we
make certain proposal, immediately it goes to the file and
thex:file - - becomes bigger and bigger and it s ‘difﬁcult
to trace out the particular application. A man will have
to come from his village for a loan of Rs. 100, for 6
T Sy times, engage a Muharrir to find out what has
appened to his application, and it is also known to all
that unless some money is given no action will be taken.
Sir, we should not feel shy about it; there Is ~corruption
everywhere. W& - have not. been able to tackle this problem.
From the Peon to the highest person 1n the State, there
1S corruption, Unless something is given to them the thing
Wil not pe done. Therefore, how can We expect that we
will be aple to l(.:ad our Stajce to a Socialistic State or

€ven to g Welfare State ?

20 ]Si{rﬁ as I have said, we have to give employment to
ble the: °f People—agricultural landless people. It is possi-
pOSsiblat Y redistribution of land even now it will be

®=I do not agree with the Revenue Minister that

th -
ouerrestst "0 land to give land to the landless people of
e Bven' dr 4 possible in the hills areas to bring

cultivatig. (S System  of agriculture by having terrace

cultivation O(fr Specialised cultivation. In that way specialised

economy. terrace  cultivation in the hills will‘ bring
concerned,it?; SO far as our people living in the plains arc
big industrieg clgOSbelc? for them to engage themselves either 1n
in that way we Ct age industries, transport and other things and
important to'ourat1 aise our national wealth. What is more
nation and the epe0p1e is: ““That territory i1s the body of a
ouls and s iritspfqple.“’ho inhabit its hills and valleys ar€
IR Gl This was said by Garfield.
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Sir, the control of population is really important and will
assume more importance if we go to a stage of full employment.
But so long there is unemployment, we would be paying for by
possession of our intelligence if we could find what avenues could
be given for giving employment to those people. After all, it is
possible. It is possible in a State like ours where th population is
not big, where we have potential resources to give employment to
our people. Therefore, industries assume imporiance. We are
interested in nationalisation of industries and not in patronisa-
tion—if I may say so.

(4 voice—No, no, it is not patronisation).
If it is not patronisation, I stand corrected.

So far as we know, regarding thc.establishment of a jute
mill in our State it was given to a particular person and that par-
ticular person could not do anything as yet. I know that land for
the establishment of the jute mill was acquired and the peasants
were evicted from there. Even now not a single brick could
be collected there for the purpose. In the meantime, Shri S. P.
Jain has come into the picture not for the establishment of a
new jute mill, but for the old one and with the old party.

Similarly in cotton industries also, I need not name the
person who wants to establish a cotton mill in our State, but
we know the person.  So it is more a question on patronisation
than anything clse.

Then take for instance, cement industry. Yesterday Shri
Tripathi, Minister for Industries while speaking on cement
industry almost put the blame on our Khasi brethren. But if we
go into the history of the cement industry what do we find ? It
was possible for Sri Tripathi to indulge more in theory than in
practice. So wo should think more of right than abusing our
people. In that particular industry, the Assam Cement Co.
Itd.. was actually registered and the company actually had
contact with the local people. The District Council also
wanted to give this industry to them, as they havye about Rs.20
lakhs as capital. I do not know why the ‘Government should
stand in the way. We were told on 3rd August, 1957. that
there would be a triangular scheme viz,, Rope Wa Gt
Factory and Thermal Station. We need not go into y:averything
now. What we really want is that let there be ope industry and
let it go up and let it produce result and then and then only
people will say that our Goverr}ment is really interested indus,
try. So long that is not done, if we only speak of big projects-
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people will not believe. From 1949 we have been feeding these
projects and ourselves should do this. Then why, the other
day, Shri Tripathi with regard to electrification told us that
Government want to do justice and that they want to see that
there should be uniform rate of electricity. I do not know
when those things will be coming. When electricity is produced
. Umtru, should we on that account just deprive ourselves of
the benefit of other schemes? That is not the only way.
When another scheme will produce electricity that we should
also t.ake advantage of. So, Sir, Shri Tripathi is unnecessarily
speaking of decentralisation of industry. We will need decen-
trallsatu?n. We also know that there is possibility not only of
devel(_)p_mg industry, but there is possibility of producing
I?lectrlclty if we have the Kopili Valley Project material_ispd.
f we have this then we shall be able to produce electricity.
Therefore, it is a question of having to pay for. We know, so
f'flf'ii'sll[{rltl"u is concerned, there is possibility of developing
cottage industry in the area from Umtru to Seoalkuchi up to
which electricity can go. Therefore, it is necessary that

eletctricity may be made available to the people at cheaper
rates.

In this connection I would like to suggest to the Govern-
ment to take measyres about control of investment, which is
really lmportant. In our State we have to rely very much on
the private sector, But when Government is coming more and
more for industries, it is necessary that investment should be
controlled, as nationalisation does not mean socialism or control
on mvestment does not mean Fasc'sm. Control on investment
can go Ss1de by side. So the control on investment is necessary
Eegzr ; rtafu?hgre ill_du§try is very shy and capital is shy.
SRite bt b tate it is necessary to have II-ldlISt.I’lal Intelli-
people in the . only thereby we can give aid  to the
iac g .~ Matter of development of cottage as well as

< . S, we C « " i
of industries. an then make a stride in the matter

Sir, T wi
taxation meélsllf;g: t?ike 1_11]) other subjects. But only regarding
Finance MiniSteI"haSW11 say a few words. ‘Though the
taxation, the Assam Ast?lted that there would be no new
ad Assam Court Fee gticulture Produce Markets Bill, 1958
A i our mind.  pLomendment) Bill, 1958 have raised a
fear e, That msg ]l;esf; are after all, taxation measures.
However, For thatyI ® We have to increase our revenue
resources. would like g offer concrete suggestion.

! r i
Gp far as land revenue is Concerned we have the collection
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machinery. DBut on the other hand we have to see that there
arc various areas in our State as Tauji Bahi areas which are
beyond the registered areas. What we find, Sir, very often the
Mandala who indulge in corrupt practices, do not realise the
the revenue. This should be realised.

Then in the matter of revenue in the tea estates, the
present practice is to levy revenue at par with the adjoining
area. We should create a system of land revenue in the tea
gardens and the Government should see why the land revenue of
a tea garden which produces—say 25 maunds per acre—should
not be increased more than a garden which produce only say
9 maunds per acre. Therefore, it is pussible also in big tea

ardens which yields more production of tea than a small
garden which yield less production of tea to increase the land
revenue. Justice demand that land revenue should be increased

in big tea gardens.

So far as excise is concerned I oppose prohibition,
not because I believe in drinking—I  myself do not
drink—but because of the fact that in a State like ours
we want more money. This expensive luxury we cannot
indulge in. Let there be rather a temperance movement
through propaganda and then raise the price of liquor. By
raising the price of Jiquor it is possible to bring in more revenue
to our State.

Thirdly I come to about State Transport. 1 had
occasions to speak about our State Transport and pointed
out how we were losing money on that score. Some revenue
actually comes from this State Transport business also. From
the goods traffic a good income 1s derived and so we can levy
some tax on the income from the goods carried by the State

Transport.

I have given only a few instances for the increase of our
revenue. But so far as expenditure side is concerned we should
see that whatever is spent is properly spent and there should
not be any surrender of money unnecessarily and there should be
no reappropriation unnecessarily.  'We should also see how we
rationalise our departments. In various departments there are
officers who are unnecessary at all and we can do without them.
The other day I heard a Minister saying that at Now ong there
was no Additional District Magistrate for about 8 m%nths.

a District can go without an Additional District Magistrate then
I do not know what is the justification of having Additional
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District Magistrates in other Districts and so such posts should
be abolished.

I thank Mr. Chaliha for one thing and that is that he
has not appointed Deputy Ministers. If we can go on with-
out Deputy Ministers, then what is the justification for having
them? So, we should go ahead without the posts of Deputy
Ministers and thus let us reduce our expenditure in this matter.
Let us show that we mean business. I find that Mr. Ahmed
is a Minister without portfolio. While he is a very capable
person let bim be given a good portfolio so that he can do
something in the interest of the State or let him go back to bar
to earn his own living. When I say this I hope the Chief
Minister understands the real implication. If we really mean
business and if we want that the finances of our State be proper-
ly managed then all these things are essential and if we go on
with these principles then only the people can understand that
we are very serious about our business and that we really ar:
trying to improve our State and then only they would give their
willing co-operation in the activities of the Government,

Here I conclude.

Shri MAHAMMAD IDRIS (Rupohihat) : )M,
Speaker, Sir, I congratulate the Finance Minister, for his cla-
borate speech delivered on the occasion of presenting the hyd-
get for the year 1958-29. There is a tune of frankness in the
whole speech in which he has tried to point out every aspect
and details of different schemes and proposals and other activi-
ties of the Government. He has rightly observed that the eco-
nomic prospects of our State are not such as will warrant
c.amplgcency on our part. Shortage of food and other
essential commodities have engaged serious thoughts of gur
Government, The Government therfore has laid utmost impor-
tance in {Xgrlcqlture and increased food production. To attain
self-sufficiency in the matter of food Government have drawn
up more schemes ang they would go ahead with them for addi-
tional food Production. “We have been given to understand
that the Agriculture Department has drawn up some model
schemes for increased food production. What I feel, Sir, is that
for the success of those schemes, for the increase of food produc-
tion the question of 19 reform comes first. We have been

jven to understand that more ‘Gramsevaks’, agricultural
demonstrators and Srants have been provided. But I personally
feel that what these Gramsevaks’ and demonstrators will do in
the field of agriculture is already known to most of our agricul-
curdsts and perhaps better known to them. Of course, I do not
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rule out the benefit of the modern scientific method of agricul-
ture, which is not known to ouragrictlturists and which to think
is not applicable in the present condition of our agriculturist.
Increase in food production is only possible if our Government
can solve some of the problems of our agriculturists. These
problems are : Firstly, the land problem. Sccondly, the problem
connected with the enforcement of some land reform and thirdly
the adoption of double cropping or multi-cropping system in
our rural arcas. Let us take up the first point, that is, to provide
land to the landless people. As we know, about 80 per cent of
our people are agriculturists and' majority of thg—:m have either
uneconomic holdings or no holdings at all. T.Ius landless pro-
blem has been accentuated more by erosion of river Brahmaputra
and other rivers. In Nowgong District alone about a thousand
families have been affected and have become landless due to
river erosion and deposit of sands in their cultivable land. They
have lost every thing and are now stranded. It is not the pro-
blem of Nowgong alone, other plains have also been similarly
affected in this way. Sir, we find that a very large number of
people in our State are unemployed or underempl.oyed. So, for
them we are to do two things, either we are to give them land
to cultivate or to give them employmentin some other spheres.
There are some lands available in our State which are lying as
waste and serves no purpose at ?11- Therefore, I feel, that our
Government should take immediate steps to assess such areas,
Whatever thcy may be in our Stﬂt.:e, which are fit fOr.CultivatiOn
and then that land should immediately be settled with the cul-
tivators who have no land. The .land problem is a very burning
problem of our State. So, Sir, itis useless to tell our agricul-
turists to produce more if they have no land at all. = Wherefrom
will they produce when they have not got c¢nough land ? If
We cannot give them avenues of the employment in the agricyl-
tural sector then we must focus our attention to give them em-
Plcyment in industrial sector. If we would have sufficient
number of industries in our State then we could have shifted
a good number of our people from agriculture to industrial
sector. But unfortunately we have no such Industries now
where we can absorb a good number of our unemployed
hands at this time of present food crisis. It is hoped that e
Government would take immediate steps to find out some Jands
for the people who are really good cultivators. .., g

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch Il 2 p. M.
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After lunch

Mr. SPEAKER : I find the Government Bench, are empty.
It is a serious matter and we cannot but take a serious view of
the almost total absence of members of Government when
the Assembly meets. I hope it will be brought to the notice of
the Chief Minister, who is also the Leader of the House, so
that this is not repeated in future because it sels a very bad

example not only before this House but also before the
country,

Mr. Idris will resume his speech mnow.

Shri MAHAMMAD IDRIS (Rupohihat): Sir, before
we rose I was discussing the land problem and was
suggesting to settle land with landless people as far as
possible. For that reason I was explaining that there are
some available lands, waste and reserved land, which can
be settled with landless pcoplc There is an opinion that
the grazing reserves should not be 1_thr0wn open in the
interest of the cattle population. Sir, I humbly suggest
that the need of human beings cannot be less than the
need of cattle population. I admit that the cattle popula-
tion is a vary necessary wealth of our nation, but‘then we
have to find out some sort of alternative means of feeding
our cattle population. In Assam the cattle population is
fed on grazing reserves, yet the health of our cattle is the
poorest compared to any other place in India and the
cattle mortality is also very high. The rcason —1s that a
large number of cattle graze in one place and ifa disca-
sed cattle somehow mixes with them, it spreads the disease
among the heard and epidemic breaks out. Therefore,
stall feeding is the answer and we must educate our people to
gﬁow fodder crops. With this end in view our Government
should undertake intensive cultivation of fodder. If that is done,

i LT ; nd made available
to the people. age reserves can be released anc

My next point is the land tenure System, which is also a

handicap in the v About
lakhs Sere ay of grow more food programme. ou

18 lakhs acres of land in our State is under annual Patta. These

are the areas where our lang record staff find their paradise:
Moreover, the owners of these annual Patta lands do not fin
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any incentive to improve their land for growing more food. In
order to keep their rightin tact every year they have to
incur a huge monetary loss. Then these annual Patta-hol-
ders are deprived of the very many facilities offered nowadays
by our Government. They are debarred from grow-more-
food loans and some long term loans offered by the co-
operative credit society 1n our State. People who have
periodic Patta land are only eligible for grow-more-food loans.
The result is that these unfortunate holders of annual
lands cannot improve their cultivation with the help of
credit facilities. Sir, our Government had decided to convert
all the annual Patta lands intc periodic some two years ago,
but I find nothing substantial has been done as yet. Is
would, therefore request our Government to see that thil
matter is expedited. I would further suggest that one Special
Officer for every Subdivision should be appointed without
further delay to cxpedite this coversion as well as to deal
with other land anomalies, such as encroachment on Govern-
ment land, ectc. If we can settle these things, I think our
agriculturists will feel a sense of relief and will be encourged
to improve their land taking advantage of so many schemes
which our Government propagate from time to time for the
welfare of the cultivators.

Then, Sir, my third ponit is, we should try to encourage
our agriculturists to take to double-cropping and multi-cropping.
Double-cropping is a thing which is unknown to the vast
majority of our agriculturists. Our agricultural demonstrators,
I think, cannot enthuse the people to take to double or
multi-cropping. Unless we ourselves launch a vigorous cam-
paign and propaganda in our society to take up double
cropping and multi-cropping, I am afraid we cannot progress
and achieve our target of food production as envisaged in 2nd
5 year plan. Sir, I would also suggest that this double cropping
and multi-cropping system should be introduced initially in the
districts of the Brahmaputra Valley. It is due to the Yla k of
encouragement that our agriculturists have pot tqkerf u
this system till now. Assam was a land of plent ca d OuI;
agriculturists without much labour could get 5 Ogd I;I est
and, therefore, they never took any pain for dougble ar‘;n
and multi-cropping. But time has come now whep ngll)lgulg
endeavour to acquaint them with double croppin aﬁd multi-
cropping methods and encourage them to gro\I/)v go ble crops
and multi-crops. In this way only I think we v roduce
more food. can p
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Then, Sir, I would . submit something about the oth‘cr
kind of agriculturists, who grow jute and earn dollars for
our country. The jute-growing population of our State have
considerably contributed to the entire economy of the country,
but, Sir, they have not been given so much attention by
our Government which they deserve. As you know, Sir,
this jute growing areas are low-lying areas and communica-
tion facilities are worst there. For this rcason these people
are suffering in various ways, besides being deprived of
a fair price for their produce. © Then, Sir, educationally
they are backward. They have got may institutions in
their areas which have not been given much help from
our Government. To draw the attention of Government, I can
state that there are some venture Middle English schools in those

areas which should be immediately taken over and given proper
grants, etc.

Sir, as I have already mentioned that our land problem
has been accentuated by the factor of river erosion.
would submit that in Nowgong district those agriculturists
who live on the side of the Brahmaputra are worst victims
of flood and erosion. In Alitangani Mouza alone a con-
siderable portion of the cultivated lands has bt_acn washed
away and some have become unfit for cultivation due to
deposit of sand there. This was the occurrence of the year
1950 and after that these people have been trying their
best to get rchabilitated somewhere else. They preferred,
times  without number, prayers to the Government and in
factin 1956 qur Government was pleased to pass order
for rehabilitation of these people in Kaki reserve. But, Sir,
for the last two years this order has been lying in the Deputy
C.omrnlss:mner’s office and no action has yet been taken. I
would simply appeal to the Government to do something
i}"?r these People. In matters of rehabilitation our Government
nii dgne Much in other areas. If some of those people have
tatione‘lm Provided with land, they have been given rehabili-
of Alitaosn up to Rs.500 or Rs.1,000, but_ these poor fellows
econom g?m who have contributed a lot in the past to th?
is PaYiny ol the State are stranded now, but our Government
er‘nmentg t}?ot heed (o them. I therefore appeal to the Gov-
rchabilitateacll hese poor victims of flood and erosion should be

as PTCVIOust ordered by Government.
We Z&en;easli;’ ;lwolﬂd speak a few words about education.

ad that in next year’s budget under the
new schemes sufficient pr 4

ovisions have been made for colleg€
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education, crection of college hostels, girls school hostels
ctc. We feel that this will really help us to go a long way
in our cducation. But, Sir, there are areas where many
educational institutions are in tottering condition, and these
institutions really deserve  encouragement. Unless there is
even distribution ol development programme we cannot expect
all round development in our society. much so in case of
education. Education should reccive top priority in  all
matters and in backward areas which are really in neced
of schools and other institutions and where in fact people
have established some venture schools, such areas should
get special attention of our Government by all means. The
other day while my I'_ncnd, ‘I\'lfll.llil\f’l Nurul Islam, was advoca-
ting the cause of Middle Inglish Madrasas and High Ma-
drasas, we hoped that Government would come forward to
do something for these institutions. But, Sir, when we heard
the reply of the Education 1\'111118(’61" yesterday we were
simply sorry that he could not appreciate the view point
which  Maulavi Nurul Islam wanted to place before the
House. What we wanted to be explained is this : that there
arc two types of institutions, viz. Middle English Madrasas
and High Madrasas. These two types of institutions are
catering for the same nced of the people as other educa-
tional institutions ¢. g., Middle English School and High Schools
and in fact the same curriculum is being carried on in
both these types of institutions. So long these institutions
were getting recognition from the Government without any
difficulty, but as I heard the Hon’ble Education Minister
yesterday it appcars tl_lat any institution having the name
of Madrasa will  disappear from our region. In
reality there is not much difference between a Middle
English Madrasa and a Middle English School : and a High
Madrassa and a High School. The gsame ciu*riculum is
followed and over and above that Arabic ig taught in the
Madrasas. These Madrasas are nothing of religious type
only a slight;_idca of 1'cligi011 in Arabic is taught in thesé
institutions w1lhout' hampering the general  curricylum.  So
I want a categorical answer from the Governtent. tas

regards the Middle English Madrasas and High Madrasas.

In the year 1954 we the Muslim representatives of this
House made a strong plea to our Government that these

Middle English Madrasas and High rdrasas should be up-
graded as Middle English School and i h S:hooi and
the same standard be recognised in a]] casegof grants, pay
etc., and the then Education Minister and {ﬁe ﬁﬂance
Minister. assured us that would it be dope. I am in the
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darkness whether that promise is going to be acted upon
or not. I would also appeal to the Government to consider
the plight of the special educational institutions, namely the
poor Arabic Madrasas and to continue the grant which was
previously given to these institutions.

: ThCnI_ came to industry. Many things have been
said abopt industry. As we know our Government is hoping
to establish many industries in our State, but for same
difficultics the schemes could not be materialised, it would
be proper that Government should lay more stress on small
scale industries and cottage industries. One sugar mill was
allotted to Nowgong and one jute mill was going to be esta-
blished in Gauhati. We heard about thesc things for last
few years, but nothing has materialised up till now. 1 want
to know from the Minister-in-charge whether itis a fact that
the sugar mill in Nowgong will not be established in the
Second Five-Year Plan period. It was published in the
newspaper that the said mill is not going to be established
and people were very much disappointed to sce that news
in paper. Of course, there was a bricf reference in the
budget speech of the ,Hon’blc Finance Minister that a second
Sugar Mill is going to be established within the Second Five
Year Plan period.

As regards the jute mill we heard much. Sir, this is
a very important and urgent thing. If a jute mill could
be established in our State the lot of the agriculturists could
1;2:; b(‘fen something better. This matter ought to have
ou tllzet serious attention of the Government and by now we
Wogul d 0 have a full-fledged jute mill in our State. This

80 a long way for the benefit of our jute growers.

whicrllzhﬁliieafre some  great incon_veniences of an agriculturist
I hope G VES iImmediate attention of our Government and

P¢ SOvernment wil] try to remedy these grievances without
any delay, Sir fia ry tor y these gr1 ‘
dyke the jute . aftes the construction of the Brahmaputra
of water and thiicﬁ”mg areas in Nowgong are running short
So I would appeal tas greately inconvenienced the jutc growets.
proper openings inoththe Government that there should be
facilities for rettin ofe' Brahmaputra dyke as well as proper
of revenie, 5o thisg Cr(.)lu‘ce:. Jute is giving us a good amount
to improve the qu 1_p should not be neglected. Therefore

e of st . Quality and  production, liberal grants for
sanction of su 1c1ef1t number of retting tanks be made by
Government for the jute growing arcas of the State. Only
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very little grant is given for retting tanks and that also on
50:50 basis 7. ¢., half the cost is to be borne by the cultivators
themselves.

This year as our district is the worst affected district
causcd Dby drought and for short rain fall, therefore, the
people are experiencing untold hardship and they are really
in distress. 1, therefore, appeal to the Government that
Government takes some special measures for allotment of
suflicient retting tanks etc., to save this valuable crop from a
failure.

With these few words I resume my seat.

*Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tri-
bal Areas Department): Mr. Spealfcr, .SII‘, although I did
nothave the intention to participate 1n this debate but as some
of my Friends have made certain references and observations re-
garding the Tribal Affairs Department, I thought it would be
desirable for me to give reply to them. First of all, T must
thank the hon. Members from both sides_ of the House who
made some criticisms and discussed various problems and
gave suggestions of tribal aflairs. I consider that. if we want
to develop a country and its people we should be able to
know the problems and difficulties first of all as without
knowing them we shall not be able to solve them or remove
the difliculties.

First of all, I will give a reply to my Iriend, Mr. Gauri-
sankar Bhattacharyya. Mr. Bhattacharyya while taking part
in the discussion of the Governor’s address the other day said
that the problems of the Hill areas would not be solved because
of taking over myself or a Minister or two from the Tribal
people in the Cabinet. I agree with him. In fact, the pro-
blems of the hills cannot be solved by certain individuals
or by some Ministers. The various problems confronting
Assam including Hills and Plains Tribals, etc., cannot be
solved by the entirc cabinet, But in this attention and effo-t
of every hon. Member of the House is necessary. These
Members should be able to konw the various problems in
their respective  constituencics and also of the entire State.
They should place these problems and difficulties according to
priority and should be able to give suggestions for solving the
problems and removing the difficulties As I said, I agree with
Mr. Bhattacharyya, thatit is not only for me but for all
the Members of the Hills if we put our hcads together it
will not be possible to solve all the problems of the Hills.

*Speech not corrected
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Yesterday, Mr. Teron made certain observations and said
that only unity in the top will not solve the problems of the
Hills. I think, if thereis unity at the top, there can be
unity at the bottom. TFirst of all there should be unity at the
top. I consider that there should be unity of the leaders so
that these leadrrs can find out the difliculties and problems
and suggest ways and means for approaching the problcms
and solving the same. Therefore, first of all, I would make
an appeal to the Members of this House to realise the various
difficulties and problems and to suggest mecans for their
removal and in this we all should have a united effort and then
alone we will be able to succeed in getting rid of the difficulties
and solving the problems.

“Then, Sir, T would refer to the speech of my Friend,
Shri Omeo Kumar Das. He suggested that there should be
a separate political department of Anthropology for culture,
language, custom, etc. of the Scheduled Tribes, as there is a
department  of Anthropology in  the North Fast Frontier
Agency. The neccessity  of this department was felt by the
Government of Assam and actually a scheme was drawn up
and sent to the Government of India but the Government of
India advised that it would have no use of having a separate
department for the Scheduled Tribes of Assam and the
Government of India advised that the Assamn  Government
could profitable take tl}c help of the Anthropological Department
altached w the University  of Gauhati. In fact, for this
Dcpartment separate grant” is given every year for special
culturcs, customs, language, folk-lore, etc. of the Trible people
and this grant amounts to Rs.30,000 or Rs.35,000 per year.

\/?V.[r. Omeo Kumar
text books for the tribal
I may inform the H

Das further referred to preparation of
people of Assam. With regard to this,
been constituted | 011136 i:‘hat various text book committees have
Gl B Y.t e (JOVer.nmen_t of Assam having in them
lorngnngetin 1SOpc0ple taking interests in  tribal culture,
tribal writers to vt Of these "committees invited individual
e d Wite books and to make translation of various
works and when thoge book 7 ‘ 3 th Laced
‘ore the text bogj > are prepare A
be 1 sl °¥ committees and whichever book is found
good and suitable gy, approved t books, We also are
thinking of giving g PGS By LKL DOOuS, :
thin b the S M€ sort of grants for those books which are
approvec ')Y’t 71<:f_text book Commitiees for publication. I do
not think that if ‘we haye 5 separate text book committee for
this purpose, as in the Norg East Frontier Agency, it will
be of any usc 1n Assam beCause every Hill district has got
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different languages, and if such committee is required we will
have to have a separate committee for a separate Autonomous
Hill District,

»/;<Ir. Omeo Kumar Das also mentioned about delay in sanc-
tion of grant-in-aid to institutions in the Hills, I have to admit
that particularly this year there has been delay in the issue of
sanction of grants-in-aid for various activities for the welfare of
the tribal people. It was so because Government considered
that before any scheme is finalised by the Government, advice
should be obtained from the Advisory Boards which were cons-
tituted to advise Government in respect of the Scheduled Castes
and Seheduled Tribes population. The meetings of these
Boards could not be held and as we had to wait for advice of
these Boards, schemes could not be finalised early. It is only
after the advice had been obtained from these Boards—there
are two, one for the Scheduled Castes people and the other for
the Scheduled Tribes both Hills and Plains—that the scheme
could be finalised, and as such there has been unnecessary delay
in the sanction of grants. But I can assure Shri Omeo Kumar
Das and also the hon. Members of this House that it is the
earnest attempt of Government to see that such delay does not

occur in future.

p%w, Sir, I would also like to touch certain points in the
observations made by Shri Mohi Kanta Das with recard to
other backward classes. This morning I had occasion t% reply
to certain questions put by some Members of this House, and
I believe T have been able to explain the attitude of Govern-
ment with regard to these other backward classes. As hon.
Members of the House are aware, a Commission was set up by
Government of India to determine as to which people belong-
ing to particular group or communities should be included in
the list of ‘other backward classes’ so that they may also
receive special attention of Government for various de}velo 3
mental works and who were found to be educationall pd
socially backward. As I have already informed tl a IYIan
this morning Sir, the Government of Indig could nle ousg
the report of this Commission as it is. It was found thDt aclc e
are as many as 2,399 communities according to the thon
dation of this Commission under which 913 alone w_ﬁ‘ecommer_l-
a population of obout 11°51 crores. GOVel‘nlnentl con.sgltug:
that it will not be of any useful purpose to accept thcoéls'l ert;s_
sion’s Report as it is. So the Government of Ingh he Ogn;'ld_
ed to have an ad hoc survey through the agency Ofv thg“’%egtra]
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‘Census authority. As I said this morning, four States have been
selected for this ad hoc survey—they are West Bengal, Madras,
Bombay and Uttar Pradesh. Once this survey is done we
expect, Sir, we shall be able to get specific advice from the
Government of India for further examination of this question
and to have a final list of the different sections of people who
are educationally and soclally backward and who can be de-
termined as people belonging to other backward communities.
But in the meantime we have also received instructions from the
Government of India, and the State Government also is doing it,
that as many as 23 different sections of people belonging to other
backward classes have been given preferential treatment in mat-
ters of settlement of fisheries, contracts, excise shops and such
other works. They have also been given, as I said this morning
in reply to some observations from my Friends relating to
reserved scholarships—we have now 48 such reserved scholar-
ships : in the Matric class, 14 reserved scholarships at the rate
of Rs.10 per month; besides these students are also entitled to
free tuition. We have another 28 reserved scholarship for M.E.
class at the rate of Rs. 7 per month, here also the students are
entitled to free tuition. In the Primary Stage we have as many
as 54 special scholarships for this particular class of people, the
students will get Rs. 5 per month. Now, Mr. Mohi Kanta
Das suggested that there should be a Special Officer to look
after these people, also if possible there should be a separate
A'EIViSOI‘Y Board for this particular class of people. As I have
said, this cannot be decided now by this Government unless and
until that list is finalised and we receive specific instructions
rom the Government of India. We sympathise with these
people and we realise that these people require special atten-
tion both in the matter of education and other dévelopmental
activiies.  But in order to be more effective in the attempt of
GOVel‘nme_nt both at the Centre and the State in rendering
help to this particular section of the people, it is desirable that
we should fingljge the list first, then only we can have a difi-
I}:lt]c Programme for yenderi g every possible help to the people
ICIONEING to this clags, /
Rcv.l}(.)‘}’sﬁ’ lﬁgarding certain observations made by my F'riend,
Rieyrds T ]_1cho]s—_Roy. I am sorry Sir, that Rev. Nichols-
Y be considered as the Father of this House being
the oldest Mempe, s e i - 1 gt
el e A as confined his observation to only on ¢
partiou. e Iam sorry he is not here to-day. He has been
a M1n15ter1 o= t}}e longest period and the oldest Member of this
House representing the s people of Assam. But as T have
said, that whenever he brings out some problems on the floor of
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this House he always confined himself only to a particular area.
He does not speak even for the entire Khasi & Jaintia Hills
but he always refers only to the constituency which he repre-
sents. I say this, Sir, because I know that in our attempt to solve
the problem of a particular constituency, it will not bring
about devclopment of the entire State. We should not be nar-
row in our outlook. As Members of this House and as repre-
sentatives of the people of Assam, we must look to the problems
of the different arcas and according to the gravity of the
problem we should be able to help in solving it.  We should
have no personal grudge, no misunderstanding and no personal
feclings, but we should go forward Jom.t]y, find out a proper
solution of our problems. It is very unfair on the part of Rev,
Nichols-Roy to say that the Geovernment have failed to realise
fully the various difliculties which are confronted by the people
in the border areas. Up till now the Government of Assam in
order to create alternative market for produce of the porder
areas of the Khasi Hills have spent 138'14 lakhs of rupees for
construction of roads alone connecting the various important
centres of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills border areas. This is consi-
dered to be a long term measure for rehabilitation of the horder
people in this particular district. Further, for the rehabilitation of
the pcople another scheme of 15 lakhs of rupees was drawn up by
Government and the amount has been spent for the rehabilitation
of 50 families of the Bhoi area. Other agricultural schemes
have also been taken to divert the economical activities of
the border people, such as land reclamation, regeneration of
orange groves, ctc. ‘I'his is considered to be one of the long
term measures. Sir, in addition to this Government have also
spent about Rs. 1,84,703 covering from 1954 to 1958 ag grants
such as agricultural loans, etc., to the people of the border area.
So it was quite unfair for Rev. Roy tosay that Government
has only lip sympathy. In fact I can say, Sir, that so much
attention has been given to this particular district in the matter
of rehabilitation of the border people and rather so myuch
amount has been spent for this particular district whereas as
a matter of fact so much amount has not been spent
other hills districts in Assam. Rev. Roy for long
time was a member of the Cabinet and I believe being
one of the Ministers had the joint 'eSponsibility and he
was in the know of all these things, by even then he
has the opportunity o say that Government hgg only lip sym-
pathy towards the pcople of the border areq. He also had
occasion to speak about his schemes while taking part in
the debates on the Governor’s Address apng also the other
day when we had a debate on the Budget speech, The scheme



1604 GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET [25TH MAaRr.

which was submitted by him comes to almost Rs. 350
crores for improving the economic condition of the border
people. His scheme also includes substantial amount for grant
of gratuitous relief to the border pecople. The Governmecot of
Assam forwarded this particular scheme to the Government of
India for examination and approval but the Government of
India replied that in the scheme there is a provision of
Rs. 19°50 lakhs of rupees for the purpose of giving agricultural
loans tothe border people for which the proposal has been
submitted to the Government. In this connection, Sir, 1
would like to say that it appears Rev. Roy, may be of his old
age, considers that wisdom is his monopoly. There is a Com-
mittee already set up by Government to examine and go nto
all these things and to make recommendation as to what best
solution can be found out for the rehabilitation of the border
people of this particular district. The Committee has been
requested to sce how far the schemes already taken up by
Government can be helpful to the people of the border area
and to what extent the schemes both long and short term
schemes can be taken up by Governmentio give relief to the bor-
der people and also to suggest what further scheme, both long
and short terms, can be taken up by Government for the reliefof
the border people of this particular district. Sir, Rev. Roy could
have submitted his scheme also to the Committee because the
term of reference of the Committee is not to simply examine
the schemes but at the same time the Commiltee can receive
schemes and whether such schemes are submitted by individuals,
butI amsorry to say that Rev. Roy considers that the Committece
will be of no use and only his scheme will be useful.  The
other day while we were discussing the Governor’s Address and
also the Budget speech he emphasised that his scheme should
be accepted by Government. Now again with regard to Excise,
1 am sorry he is not here, he himself, when he was Excise
Minister, was against the extension of the Assam Excise
prohibition being iptroducted in the Khasi Hills.  This,

}Nlthdyour Permission, Sir, I want to read a note which was
15uEd by Rev. Roy Tirmiself—

' “The proposal % 16 : " ;

: s apply the Eastern Bengal and Assam
%(i::tlsilcgt}())’][‘tﬁizhfi Khasi Sta,It)eP; 5;-\rcas in the United Khasi-Jaintia
s ditrice ct hag already becn applle_d to other arcas of
hase ik }11‘3 conditions in the Khasi States are different
from t S(,'l other areas which used to be called British areas.
MOS? O-f t.u? Khas‘,Statez: still depend on the fees for their
administration. — If they do not oet the revenue thercfrom

they are bound to collapse, It is not conducive to peacefu
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administration to pursue a course which will tend to put
these institutions out of the field of administration. They are
democratic customary institutions which should be kept up for
peaceful administration, otherwise the result will be disastrous.
These institutions are somewhat like Panchayats in the Plains
of Assam. The people in these Khasi States are used to the
present system  of administration inside these States, and would
strongly resent any abrupt and revolutionary changes which
will bring to a stand-still the administration of the Siems,
Lyngdohs, ctc.

It is necessary to adopt a coursc which will not create any
disturbance. For this course will be better for Assam and
3

B A csoasn v s 18

e himself objected to this extension of the Assam
Excise Act in the Khasi Hills. In this connection I may say
that it is the policy of the Government that this Assam
Excise Act may be introduced in the Khasi Hills provided
the District Council has no objection. This Act can be
extended to the Khasi Hills if the District Council would give
its consent. In fact Rev. Roy being a member of the Dist-
rict Council, he wanted to pass a resolution that this Act should
be extended to the Khasi and Jaintia Hills district, but he
could not get the approval of the District Council, therefore,
it would be unwise on the part of the Government without having
the approval of the District Council to extend this Act in
the Khasi & Jaintia Hills district.

Now, Sir, with regard to the observations made by Mr.
Teron, I [ully agrec with him that uptill now we have not yet
been able to take up agricultural schemes which will give
benefit to the people of the hill districts. When I say that
nothing has been done, I donot mean to say that we have
not drawn up any agricultural schemes for imporving the
condition of the hills people but my Iriend, Mr. Teron. said
that the agricultural schemes so far taken up by 'the GO’\/eI'}.l'
ment could not give us helpin that particular field. T mean
the agricultural field, in the way in which we would fikc He
suggested that there should be a separate Agriculture De artment
for the hills areas. I do not know how PX
Department would be helpfel to find out or study the
various agricultural possibilities in the hi]ls areas Eiferf 1;:)\2; Sit,
we have got one Deputy Director of Agriculiure who L8
entrusted exclusively with the agl‘icultm‘alg work in the hill
districts. 1t was considered by the Government that there

far the Agriculture:

|
)
1
!
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should be some sort of joint activities between the Depart-
ment of Agriculture itself, So this Deputy Director of Agri-
culture who is entrusted with the work of the agriculture
in the hills areas draws up the schemes in consultation
with the District Agricultural Officers concerned, places them
before the Agriculture Department and there in consultation
with the Joint Director of Agriculture finalise the various
schemes of agriculture in the hills districts. As I have said
before, Sir, I admit that something more should be done tor the
development of agriculture in the hills districts. It has already
reccived the attention of the Government. The wvarious
suggestions of Mr. Teron will be taken into consideration, and if
necessary, steps will be taken for implementing the various
suggestions placed before the House by him. It is very
essential not only for the bencfit of the hills people, Sir, as
has been Said by Mr. Teron, because the adverse effect of
the. cxtensive Jhum cultivation will harm to the people of the
plains. - The Jungles will be cut and burnt and there will
be soil erosion. The so will be carried by the streams and
that will rajse the river beds, the river beds will be silted
up and there will he floods in the plains. Therefore all these
things are realised by the Go;;ernment and the various suggestions
put forward in the House will receive very serious conside-
ration qf the Governr}ne]_}t al]d SLCPFZ V\’ill be takell ir}
consultation with the Advisory Council for the Autonomoug
dlSF“Ct, which g going to ‘be set up very soon. In consul-
tation with hat Advior Council Government will {ry to
implement {};¢ varioys scheymcs including the schemes relating to
agriculture. I consultation with the expert, we hope to draw
:11%) e agricultural schemes in the hills arcas. Mr. Teron has
diS;Ct)riréltfs:ntlgped about the question of land reforms in the hills

. 210 this cannot be done by the Government because

land reform A g : , ot
Council, is Within the purview of the Autonomous District

liar in the hﬂciull"e realise his \{iews that the lzu:jc_l sY_sFemIls pecu;

the Garo hillg JStricts.  TFor instance in my district, I mea:

khon . w IStrict, there is a pec*_uhar system which is called

to be smal] in?} that land system exists the villages are bound

2,500 villages lzfr For a population of 24 lakhs, we have got

schools. Wﬁ‘ar OW take for jnstance, the question of _opening

and for thy er rying our best to do away with illiteracy

~a primary Sch001pose we have to provide each village with
area, far from C'd;:h hese villages are scattered over a large

schOOl for cach vill Other, We cannrot expect to open one

or 2,5 2HAge 5 qe Wil require 2,500 schools in  that

case lor 2,500 villages ‘ qui ) i ha

believe the Hoy M So we realise all t ese l_fﬁcult_l.e;s.l

1 b Memberg representing the wvarious hills
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areas who are going to be associated with the Advisory Council
for the Autonomous districts will have occasion to sit together
and find out ways and means with regard to the particular
subject.

Mr. Teron also made reference with regard to the problem
of leprosy in the Mikir Hills. The Government is quite alive
to the situation, Sir. It is a very 1mportant problem for the
people of the Mikir Hills district. Sir, there are some non-
official organisations and institutions working in different parts
of the districts, 2iz., Assam Seva Samity, Sarabaji Leprosy
Clentre, Sankar Mission, Congress Constructive Workers Orga-
nisation, etc. Through these non-oflicial o_rganisations we have
been trying to drive away this dreadful disease. We are not
satisfied with it, Sir., We are thinking of establishing one more
Central Leprosy Colony in that district for the treatment of the
affected people, as we have one in the Garo Hills. It is also
under the active consideration of the Government, Government
is also thinking of taking help of the World Health Organisation
and to sec of that particular organisation can give us proper
scheme for combating this dreadful disease in that particular hills
district. Unfortunately Mr. Teron is not here. 1 would like
to inform him through you, Sir, that Government is really alive
to this particular disease which is prevalent in the Mikir Hills.
A large number of people, about 15 per cent of the total popu-
lation, as said by Mr. Teron, are suflering from this disease.
Government will do their best to see that this disease is
combated at an early date.

With regard to the various other suggestions given by other
Members of the House, Sir, I belive my colleague representing
the various departments would be able to reply to them. I have
simply tried to reply to the points raised particularly pertaining
to my Department—the Department of Tribal Affairs, I can
simply request my Friends that it is only through the co-
operation of the hon. Members of this House that the various
problems confronting the hills and the plains can be solved.
So we should have that positive approach to solve {he problems
confronting the hills people and the rest of the people of Assam.
I would make an appeal to the 1101_1. Members not to think the
problems are to be solved by the Ministers alone the cannot be
solved by the Ministers alone. It is the responsi'bﬂity of all the
Members of the House to find out ways and means t}cf) solve the
various problems confronting the hills and the plains. There
must be that realisation. If we do not have that understanding,
Government cannot do much.
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So it will be wrong to think that since tl}p]l*e]are ?c:gzle
representatives from the hills, the hill problems w1{ S)el S(ch:lleci
there are some representatives representing th(,.. che ey
Castes or the Plains Tribals, so all the problems rc}gtmg t‘o}tllc :
will be solved—it is wrong to think in that line. The pllq) cr;li(.l
could only be solved with the co-operation of thc. ])(?ol)lc ,a’u‘(‘
with the co-operation of the hon. Members, \\'}mthg t 1‘(:)11] :
in the Government or not. These problems will not be solvec
so long as there is mis-understanding and_;lhfcelmg among usi
So we must be able to remove the mzs-undcrsta11(111'"1g1 m*:_c
ill-feeling from amongst us, it is only then we shall b‘(.: a‘b e ifﬁ
solve the various problems before us relating to various soci
and economic handicaps.

With these few words, Sir, I heg to resume ny Si?)t.s)‘zfllll‘;
I thank you very much for giving me an opportunity pe:
to the hon, Members of this House.

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Dhelkiajuli): Mr. Speaker,

Sir, I want to clarify one point.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, Order, the hon. Member may
ask for a clarification.

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS : Mr. Spcaker,_Slr,. I \\:Oll.lld
like to point out that while I made the observation regarc m%
Anthropological Research Institute I made it in the context 1O

the speech which was delivered by Shri Mathias Tudu on the
floor of this Houge, He stated that the tea garden population
WELE 08 having the feeling of citizens of this Sta.te. In this
context I suggesied that we can take up this question relating
to their feeling which is also prevalent among some tribals.
I placed al40 before the House a similar instance with
regard to the South American plantation workers who had gone
there from different parts of the world for work in the Sugar-
canc Plantations, ointed out also that it would be too
ambitious for oy, StI:)ate to oo in for a Commission like the
Carribean Commission. But gwc can have an Institute for

Anthr Opqlogical Research under the Government to go into
some typical problems

...........

M. SPEAKER I am afraid that the hon., Member’s
clarification has become a speech.
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Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Dhekiajuly): So that these
typical problems may be enquired into. The Planning Commis-
sion is also interested in some typical problem of socio-economic
nature and they have encouraged researches. My observations
were made in the context of Shri Tudu’s speech.

Shri ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR (Hailakandi) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 want to speak a few words in connection
with the food problem which is causing so much anxiety
amongst all of us. The question is really very important.
I wanted to take part in the discussion on the food debate, but
I was not present at that time, in the House.

Mr. SPEAKER : You can do so now.

Shri ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Sir, to my mind,
it seems that our pcople and the Government have been
depending solely on the Gnvernmcr_ltDepal:tment of Agriculture,
It can be questioned whether our food position would not have:
been the same if there had been no Agriculture Department
and if crores of rupees had been spent every year. Because we
know that before the Agriculture Department was started, our
agriculturists had t%ncir own culti_vntion and 1t was not necessary
to import food grains from outside. The question should not
be thought in that way. I thought about this problem very
seriously that why cvery year we have to import food grains
from outside. I thought whether our land resources were
limited as there was a cry for more land and more land was
wanted for cultivation. Of course there is one difficulty that
more land is not available to our cultivators, That is true.
But, Sir, I would like to cite an instance in this connection.
If all the grazing rescrves lying all over the State could be utilised
by scientific methods we will get more land for cyltivation.
But in recognition of the fact that we require land for rearing
cattle and buffaloes the grazing reserves have been majntained.
I should call these reserves as some sort of disease. At least in
Cachar District we have no grazing reserves. I remember when
I was discussing this question with Mr. Subhramanian he told
me that he had seen cattle and buffaloes in Asgam Valle
also in Cachar District. But in comparison, he told - tl?at the
cattle and buflaloes in Cachar District were better than the
cattle and buflaloes reared in Assam Valley, and I informed
him that because the cattle and buffaloes in the Assam Valley
were let loose in the grazing reserves they were generally
attacked by various dlseasgs and soon, I also rememberiwher
I inspected the Kathalguri Veterinary Dispensary, I enquired
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from the Doctor in charge of the Dispensary why there was not
a single cattle in the Dispensary and he informed me that on the
previous night a tiger had taken away a cow from the next
house, and the tiger came from the nearby grazing reserve. So,
Sir, 1 would like to say that the grazing rescrves which are
maintained by Government are infested with all sorts of diseases
for the cattle and buffaloes and also becoming abode for wild
animals like tigers and so on. So I should like to say that they
are not at all useful and do not serve the purpose for which they
have been constituted.

The other day Shri Bhattacharyya also pointed out thatin
tea gardens lands are lying fallow and then pointed out that
those lands should be sccured and siven to our landless poeple.
He pointed out what was the toial acreage of land of
the tea gardens and what was the total acreage of land there
under tea. He did not make any mention how much land
thereof was low-lying, how much garden land was acquired
and occupied and how much land was necessary for the main-
tenance of the tea estates and for housing the garden stall.
But even then some of the garden land is used by some
cultivators. But we may have some land there.

In my own District of Cachar there arc many people
who are landless and some of them have been provided with
land belonging to (ca gardens. Most of those tca gardens
are lying near the foot hills unlike in the Assam Valley. So,
the garden land that has been given to the landless culti-
vators 1s of no use to them, because there they can neither
cultivate nor construct their houses. 1f proper steps were
taken by the garden authorities I think some of such land
could be of some use to the cultivators. Having considered
all these factors, we should sce whether we can now turn our
f(l;;ennoal Or activities to the grazing reserves as well as some
vatigr?ragg Slﬁrplus land and try to bring them under culti-
this' Frren tht ereby solve our problem, we are to consider
population ¢ point of view of the rate of increase of our
import of fo dand from the point of view of our
the tacd thai?wfrom outside and from the point of view of
SOTHE Barelos g must grow more food. If you, S1%r, go round
1and He' fllow fgf State you will find that about §ths of our

cak of double cr S0me months together. That means not to
S s fall © Cropping, major portion of the land of our State
remdaln ah O“fd for the 'most part of the year. So, in this re-
gard we should do Something, As pointed out by Mr. Idris,
double cropping or trepe cropping is almost unknown in our
State exeept of course in the areas occupied by the Mymen-
singia people. That method of double or treble cropping
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should be practised in the land which lic fallow in most part
of the year. I remember I heard it was said when opening
a Community Project—“cz5a il 2tz za7, 3BT atcst Aty |

The time has come when we should adopt this. I should
say therc is land everywhere, but itis not properly utilised,
and where it is utilised you will find, Sir, that no proper
yield is forthcoming from it. Our cultivators are actually
not cultivation minded to utilise their land properly. For
instance, I have seen cultivation in  the Gauhati Subdivision.
If the land there is put under cultivation in the month of
Shraban then it will give double vield. But instead the land
is cultivated in the month of Ashin when the season is almost
over. That shows that our people are not cultivation minded.

So far the grazing reserves are maintained for the main-
tenance of the cattle of the cultivators. A cultivator can keep
his cattle in his own homestead and stall-feed them by
procuring grass and other things. But instead he lets loose them
early in the morning and if they come back so far so good,
but if they do not hen no body is after them. In going to
Garo Hills once I found some cattle at night on the road
side spreading over 3 miles end away from the homestead of the
owner. That is the condition of our cattle rearing. So, Sir, I
say unhesitatingly that grazing reserves are wastage of our
land resources. If they are brought under cultivation and if
our pecople adopt the method of intensification 1 think
our food problem will surely be solved for some generations
to come. (Shri Rodhika Ram Das : Then how to feed the
cattle ?) Before T had become a Minister I used to rear a dozen
of cattle and I did not Iet them loose and I gave them stall
feeding and they kept very good health. Perhaps my Friend does
not know that the straw that lies wasted in the paddy field is
good fodder for our cattle. "That straw can easily be procured
and given to the cattle at home instead of letting them ioose and
grazing them in the reserves. I have seen that even during Boro
crop season cattle are found grazing in {he field. Last
year, Sir, when I was going to my  constituency via
Jowai and Badarpur Road, on the way I  found a riot
going to be committed by two parties ; on one side there
were refugees and on the other side there were our local
cultivators. The matter was that those refugees were given
land in a low lying area where the Boro kcmp was being
raised and as the local cultivators were in the habit of
letting loose their cattle, those cattle damaged the crop.
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The contention of the local cultivators was that while they
were in the habit of letting loose their cattle why the
refugees should have been given settlement ncar their land.
SO:_ they said, “Your Government has adopted a bad
policy to give settlement to the refugees necar the lowlying
areas where we graze our cattle”. This is the position, Sir,
for the habit of letting loose our cattle. If we want to do
Somethu}g in this direction we must keep our cattle tied
or restricted so that they may not encroach upon others’
cultivation or land. Our land resources are being reduced
by this custom of maintaining grazing TICServes where our
cattle contact disease from other cattle. We can do without
this habit. If we want to rear cattle properly we should
g?ep them tied and they will not contact  any epidemic
t}i?iise Oaf'-ni.wm have long life and better health. But the
problem ‘ ngs 1s that more attention should be given to the
fully well tl?w casy-goingness should be shaken ofl. We know
not have h zt lf b lfmevf how to do proper labour, we would
tea garden a] bto maintain so many outsiders, the lakhs of
could not Sua {)urers‘ They came to our State because wc
Then SI;PY proper labour to the tea gardens.

care of, ’\Nhg’ our land resources should be taken proper
it should he ;C ia}ld is lying fallow for thisz rcason or that
proper use in echalmed; also the land which is not put to
€ must a] ; € tea garden areas should be recovered.

' i O cnthuse our cultivators to take to more
vation. They must utilise the land fully and
- Properly, In E;n glve an example how we can utilise land
of this Hoyge Hc¢€ Of land covering an area of the floor
¢ 1f T plant 50 cabbage secedlings and do not

cabbages T¢ _of it, all the plants might not grow
weigh ooes and even j abbage will

80 about , n 1f they grow, one ¢ g

befoll?owa‘ or so. Now, if I take proper ca,ll;c
Pla,nte Planting the secedlings and also take
of 5 afterwards, one cabbage may weigh 10
o One powa. You can, therefore, see how
and care, W, 1o°° €an be increased with proper attention
PIRGIOEG or 1OW, Sir, from records, that everywhere the
our country, 18ha is ahout four times more than in
of paccy ‘pey biprese’flt we get about four or five maunds
pen e S 523, if we can get 20 maunds our land
Subdivision wigh tased five times. Sir, while moving in my

iIICI‘c
cular g‘entleman) Tinister of Agriculture, I met a parti-
he had got 70 Maungs

care of the
SEers instep(

Tesourc

c
w .

ho told us that in one bigha of land
of potato. But, Sir, our cultivators,
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even those who have got 40 or 50 bighas of land, do not
grow cnough foodgrains to cover the wkhole year. But, Sir,
if they could grow 70 maunds or even 50 maunds of potato
per bigha, they could have got several hundreds of rupees.
So, Sir, I say that we should change our mode of thinking
and go to the root of the problem. So far as I have seen,
we have no practical knowledge ; we have been discussing
this food problem and the land problem from our know-
ledge derived from papers. 1 do not think we have probed
the problem properly. We have enough land in our country
to scc us through for the next hundred years, if, of course,
we can properly utilise it. For this proper incentive should
be given to our cultivators. Of course, at times we may
have to face some temporary difliculties due to our State
not being industrialised. Once I held a meeting at Jai-
krishnapur. The people came to the meeting and told me
that they had practically no foodgrains in their granary-—some
had foodgrains only for a week, some had for a month,
some for two months and so on. After three or four months
I again went to the place and then the people came to
me and said ‘““our granaries are full and we cannot sell our
paddy and purchase the other necessaries of life”. I some-
how consoled them and said that this state of things would
occur for some time so long as the country was not industria-
lised. The consensus of ~ feeling among them was, “Why should
we grow more paddy if we cannot sell it” ? OQur Grow More-
Food campaign should, therefore, be shaped according to our
necessity. Of course, I know the Department is not properly
equipped. Our people also are very easy-going, they want
everything should be done by the officers. I remember once
I wentto a place—my Friend, Mr. Pradhani’s place, Golakganj,
just after a flood. The people came to me and said that their
cattle were in difficulties. I said, “You purchase straw,
grow your own fodder and stack them so that in time of
need you can feed your cattle”. They said, “If we gTow our
fodder, if we stack straw and do other things, why have you
maintained so many officers ?”

Sir, this is the mentality prevailing ip many places
Sir, even with the expanded Agriculture Department (ltp must-
have expanded very much since 1 left it), Government can-
not place one IPemonstrator for every village and we also
know what faith our cultivators have in these demonstrators.
So, my suggestion would be that our Department must be
properly equipped, they must know their real duties and
they must mstruct our cultivators how our Jand resources



1614 GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET [25TH MAR.

can be put to proper use. The Government policy should
also be revised. We miist get rid of the mnotion that
grazing reserves arc necessary. Thesc reserves should be
thrown open for cultivation and we must have a proper
plan to utilise this land fully and propetly- If we can
do that even now, T think we shall be able to meet our
necessities and carry on for years. At the same time,
as I said, proper incentive = should be given to the
cultivators, = If foodgrains remain stacked in their granarics
and th_ey cannot sell them to buy other necessaries of life
they will lose alj initiative to grow more.

Now, Sir, this ig about the proper use ofl~ land. T now
want to say a few words . : g ther things.

s about some O : .

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid, the hon. Member will

have ‘to take some othe He has alrcady spoken

r occasion.
for half an hour.,

i onel. ABDUL MATLIB MOJUMDAR (Hailakandi):
il .have Introduced many plans, but sometimes our plans
and action do nat tally, We 111:11;(; lans and somectimes do
Fordo thuchidto Implement them ; e

It is kl’]own t N ; . . o
\ © all that our District of Gachar is cut ofl,
iI‘o:hs(nglLi Say’t Fro}n the rest of India or from the rest of Asslani
i s of the ye; . onc linking line tha
: : : year. There is one lnking
:;ethe railway line a5q that also does ot carry us throughout
landyl‘?gr. I remember, on many occasions T was stranded for
‘Mdslides here apg there, Therefore, to make up the defi-

the  Shillone-Jowai-Badarpur Road was
Several yearg back . ong:] M. Nichols-Roy was
the Ministerp i when Rev. J.J. . &
that the rond n-Charge of PW.D. He told us at that tim
that zeepable o> 2€€pable but I did not know at that time
Minister of p eant ng road. When Rev. Nichols-Roy was
S £ it : ' e : d us
that the r - It might he 7 or 8 years back, he tol
oad Wag e o1 Y - hine but
zeepable, of Course °€Pable but now also it 1s nothing e
as so0n  as  they,, . “Uring dry weathers motor cars can go bu
. € 15 . .d 3 . any
rivers and stre Tain, a5 there arc no bridges in m
e d. From
the rate of Progress o raffic can go over that road. I :
and the Chief Mini? work in the road which I have notlcel
that the road wil Hosr also noticed recently, I apprehenc
That will be a greay | S€e its completion even in 10 yearSI.
am of course aware p vy for the people cl)f' (.ilacba‘lr. i
concerned but still there 1 the limitations of 1 T b
hich will b - vaould he priorvities at least tor this
road which will be a vital g, ° ¢ priorid F Assatn i e
d will with the rest O am throug
out the year and will go 4 great way to remove the long felt
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necessity of the people of Cachar, OFf course, I don’t want
to be one of those who say that the District of Cachar is neg-
lected in ecvery sphere but that need which is very palpable
should be met early.

I have finished, Sir, but I want to speak a few words on
another subject. Mr. ldris pointed out also about this. I
think, the Minister was wrong when he said that my Friend,
Maulavi Nurul Islam, brought the question of religious edu-
cation in his speech yesterday. I disagree with him. When
English education was not brought in India the Moghul and
the Hindu kings had their education and adminisiration in
other languages. As Mr, Idris has pointed out that M. E.
Madrassa and M. E. Schools have the same carriculum so also
High Madrasas and the High Schools, the curriculum is same
but there are only small sections which are religious. There
is the tcaching of gecography, arithmetic, algebra, geometry
etc. included in the curriculum. Itis wrong to say that the
Madrassas are the stronghold of religious education as there is
practically no diflerence with other similar nstitutions excepting
that of language. 1 think, Mr. Speaker, knows about it very
well. Mr. Nurul Islam suggested for some help for this Madrasa
education. We know religious  education should be entirely
the concern of the community concerned as should be in a
secular State. In fact, many of the Madrassas are getting aid
and grant from the Government. Sir, I had a discussion in a
Cabinet meeting while I was in the Cabinet.

- Mr. SPEAKER : I hope, the hon. Member is not
going to give out Cabinet secrets.

Shri ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDER (Hailakandi) : This
is not a secret. Clonsidering the importance of Madrasa edu-
cation along with general education, Government have been
giving grants for Madrasas also. I object to the Minister’s
saying Madrasa education as religious education. I hope
there should not be this confusion. With thege remarkspi
resume my seat. ’
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Mr. SPEAKER : Shri Rajendra Nath Barua to present
the Report of the Public Accounts Committee.

Presentation of the Report of the Public Accounts

Committee

Shri RAJENDRA NATH BARUA (Deputy Spc?.ker
and Chairman, Public Accounts Committee): Mr. Spea-
ker, Sil‘a I beg to present the Report of the Public Accounts
Committee on the () Appropriation Accounts, 1953-54 and
Audit Report 1955 (Part II), (¢i) Finance Accounts, 1953-54 and
Audit Report, 1954, (i) Audit Report, 1955, (Part I) ()
Audit Report, 1956, (Part 1) and Audit Report, 1957 (Part 1).

. Mr. SPEAKER : Hon. Members are aware that this Report
13 to be discussed in this House on 1st April, 1958. If the
AC!VI.SOFY Committee do not make any change, as 1t is now,
this is scheduled to be discussed on Ist April, 1958.

Adjournment
The Assemb

day, the 26th March, 1958.

-4

ly was then adjourned till 10 A. M. on Weqnes-

Shillong: R. N. BARUA,
, etary, Legislative Assembly.
The 13th June, 1959, Secretary Assam. g ‘
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