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Proceedings of the Third Session of the Assam Legis-
lative Assembly assembled after the Second
General Election under the Sovereign
Democratic Republican Constitution of g

India

The Assembly met in the assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 10 a.x. on Thursday, the 13th March, 1958.

PRESENT

Shri Dev Kanta Borooah, B.A.. LL.B.,, Speaker in the
Chair, the ecight Ministers, the Two Deputy Ministers
and Seventy-one Members.

—— ——

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)
Re: Gauhati Civil Hospital
Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked:

#13. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Health be
pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government feel that Gauhati being
the biggest town in Assam, and centre of many
important public institutions, the Gauhati Givil
Hospital should be a full-fledged one with
modern and up-to-date equipmients and sufii-
cient stocks of medicine ?

(b)) Whether Government are aware that there is no
instruments for preparation of oxygen and
operation of tonsil for which the poor people
are to sufler a lot ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that the
patients are to sufler a great deal for scanty

and .irregular supply of water for the said
hospital ?

(d) Whether there is any proposal to reduce the
present rate charged for X-Ray ?
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA  (Minister, Medical)
replied :

43. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Yes.
(c)—Yes.
(d)—No.

Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta): Is it afact that there
is no Emergency Ward in the Hospital ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister,
I am not sure of that Sir, but

Emergency Wards in the hospitals.

Medical):

generally we have such

Dr. SRIHARI DAS: Will the Minister call for a
report, whether there is an Emergency Ward in the Gauhati
Hospital ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: Yes, S

Pap ¥ 1§ 0
Dr. SRIHARI DAS: Is

. it not a act that oxygen
Cyllllders are very often not

available in  the hospital ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA.: My mformation is that
we h?:tve got sufficient stock of oxygen but we have not gol
any instrument for preparing the oxygen.

Shri MAHIKANTA DAS (Barchalla): I'tom hLow
long Government have been cntertaining the idea of making
the Gauhati Civil Hospital a full-fledged onc ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : For the last two years.
Shri BHUBAN PRADHANI (Golakganj): What is
the number of beds at present ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHIMA: T can not give the exact

number, but previously it was less than 100 beds, now it
has been increased to about 150 beds.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari) . Will Govern-
ment consider to take up a scheme as carly 4s possible to
make Gauhati CGivil Hospital full-fledged hospital ?

[13Ti Maw.
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) :

Government have got a definite scheme to bring up the standard
of that hospital for which an amount of rupees ten lakhs has
been provided for the purpose.  As a matter of fact we have
made  certain improvements  to the existing arrangements.

Shri MAHIKANTA DAS: How long Government
will take to exccute these things ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: Construction work will
be done by the Public Works Department but due to
shortage of personnel and materials the progress of the work 1s
being held up.

Shri RAJENDRANATH BARUA (Golaghat-East):
What is the rate of X-Ray fce charged at the Gauhati  Civil
[Tospital ? Whether the fee is uniform all over the State ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: We have got a standard
rate and as far as my information goes, we have a standard
cate for all the Hospitals in - Assam.

Shni RAJENDRANATH BARUA: Isitnot a fact that

(he Gauhati Civil THospital is charging more rate than other
hospitals ?
Shri RUPNATH DBRAHMA. 1 am unable to give

that information. But so far as I know we have got a uniform
l)l-cscril)v(l rate in almost all the hospitals ?

Shri RAJENDRANATH BARUA: What is the rate
at Gauhati ?

shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: The prescribed rate is
Rs.7 per plate.

Shri RADE‘HKA RAM DAS (Palashbari): The Hon.
Minister has said that there are more than 150 beds in the
]1(15‘1)i1.’114-4\\’]1011101‘ most of the cases are surgical cases ?

Shri RUPNAF{H BRAHMA : 1 have no information,
but it may bec so, SiTs

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Whether any doctor has
been placed at the disposal of the Gauhati Civil Hospital ?
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical : We
had one doctor, but unfortunately he has been released for some
reasons ; we are going to appoint another doctor in his

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS Palashbari :
the doctor rcleased ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA :

place.
When was

It is more than a month
now

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West): Will
the Minister see that the inconvenience in regard to water
supply 1n the hospital be removed early ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: Ior water arrangement
m ihe hOSPit'(lI we have got a scheme for which Government
have provided a sum of Rs.9.000 for the purpose.

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY (North Lakhim-
pur, Reserved for Scheduled Tribes): =atzifi zta4ta®
faata bed =ty wt7 Bers A7m fafive femm  ape feoatey ffics 6
afeg P

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the number of beds for the
male and female wards respectively ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: |

; e have no information
in t_hls: regard, If t.he hon. Member wants, I may supply
the information tg him,

. Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: When did
Minister pay hi

s last visit to the hospital ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA ;
only on Sunday last during the

the Hon.

I paid a visit to that hos-
session of this Assembly.

pital

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Construction of the Kamalpur Sub-Deputy

Collector’s
Office -

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked :

155. Will the Revenue Minister be pleased to state—

(a) What report has been received from (he Deputy

ommissioner, Kamrup, which had been called

for as stated by the Minister on 12tk November,

1957 in the Assembly in reply to wunstarred

question  No.68 regarding the construction  of

the Kamalpur Sub-Deputy  Collector’s Office,

quarters and Mandals’ barrack which require
immediate reconstruction ?

o
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(4) When the Government propose to start the work ?

(¢) Why the Setllement Office of the Kamalpur Circle
has not yet been shifted from Gauhati though
the Revenue Department of the Government of
Assam assurcd the re-shifting of it to Kamalpur
by letter No.RSR.40/55/180, dated 24th August
1957 ?

(d) What steps have been taken by the Goverment
to reconstruct the Sub-Deputy Collector’s Office,
Sub-Deputy  Collector’s quarter and Mandals’

barrack at Kamalpur ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied:

155. (a)—Deputy Commissioner reports that the plans and
estimates of the Projects have not vet been received from the
Execcutive Engincer, North Kamrup Division who has been
reminded to expedite the matter.

(b)—The question of starting the work will be decided
after the proposal is examined on receipt from the Deputy
Commissioner, Kamrup.

(¢)—The Scitlement Office of the Kamalpur Circle
has already been shifted from Gauhati to Kamalpur on 14th
February 1958 after completion of repair works of the existing
buildings. . o . .

(d)—This has been indicated in reply to question (a).

Tours undertaken by the Ministers and Deputy Ministers
of the adjoining Ministry

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS (Patacharkuchi,
Reserved for Scheduled Tribes) asked:
156. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state -

(¢, The number of days ecach of the Ministers and
Deputy Ministers of the last Ministry were on
tour since they assumed office ?

(6) The amount of travelling  allowance drawn by
cach of them ?

(¢) The amount of expenditure on petrol borne by
the Government for the tours of each of the
Ministers and Deputy Ministers of the outgoing
Ministry !

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALYHA (Chief Minister)

replied : L
156. (a) & (b)—A statement is laid on the Library Table.
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Statement showing the number of days each of the
Ministers and Deputy Ministers of the last Ministry
were on tour and the amount of travelling
allowance drawn by each of them in reply
to Unstarred Question No. 156 (a) & ()

Name of Ministries No. of days Amount of

were  on travelling It emarks
tour allowances

drawn
Rs. Np.
1. Shri B.R. Medhi ,, = o 105 6,658:00
2. Shri D. Sarmah . - T 102 8,448°00
3. Shri S.N. Sarmah .. s K 111 9,842°00

4. Shri K. P. Tripathy ., . s 147 12,929-00 $hri K. P. Tri-

pathy drew

an Advance

Travelling

Allowance  of

1s.28,000  for

his journey to

Europe.,  This

amount has not

been shown in

the  Statement

due to non-re-

ceipt  of  his

Final Bill for

adjustment.

5, Shri M. R. Bora 12 3,390°00
6. Shii R. N. Brahma ., i i 01 5,450°00
7. Shri Hareswar Das .. 76 3,870-00
8. Shri M. TI. Choudhury Wi e 8l 10.140-00
9, Shri Chatra Singh Teron ., - 94 5,115°00

I EPUTY MINISTERS
1. Shri P. Chetia

e = 6) 3,036°00
2. Shri M. K. Das . 111 1,930°00
3. Shri M. N. T[azarika 96 1,385:00
4. Shri G. N. Gogoi - 8l 1,209:00
5. Shri Ghanashyam Das el .. 03 1,628°00
6. Shri Indreswar Khound .. .. 63 1,097-00
7, Srimati U. Barthakur . wu 96 1,206:00

8, Shri K, Sema * .. .. 83 2,110:00



;'jIP/

1938] QUESTIONS 828

() —The cost of petrol is borne by the Ministers them-
selves out of the comvevance allowance of Rs.200 paid to each
of them in accordance with the provisions of the Assam Minis-
ters’ (Sdl‘ll'ic s annd Aliow .lll&'(H) Act, 1918,

The expenditure incurred by Government on petrol for the
tours of the Deputy Ministers is as below :—

Rs. N.P.
1.  Shri M. K. Das .. ;g 2,890°00
2. Shri Ghanashyam Das 2,049-00
3. Shri P. Chetia .. 237708
4, Shri K, Sema .. 2,545°00
5. Shri M. N. Hazarika wa - Sy0008°DD
6. Shri I. Khound .. 2,125+00
7. Shri G. Gogoi .. 2,459:00
8. Srimatu U. Barthakur 2,095-00

#Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS (Patacharkuchi:
Reserved for Scheduled Tribes): Will 1t Dbe convenient
to place the statement on the table of cach hon. Member at
the time of taking up the question ?

Mr. SPEAKER: 'I'hc usual practice is to place the
statement on the table of the House some time halt an hour
belore the guestion hour starts. The Hon. Member could have
consulted mc on this point.

*Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS: But it is very  difficult

for all Mcmbers to sec it at a time.

Mr. SPEAKER: [ do not know. It 15 always placed
on the table of the House and some time 1t 1§ placed half an
hour before.  That is the practice everywhere.

*Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS: May I request to
distribute onc copy cach to the hon. Mcmbers ?

Mr. SPEAKER: ‘That s a question of procedure which
could be taken up earlier, but in this matter the hon., Member
could have come half an hour carlier and consulted me,

S—— — ™

*Speech not corrected,
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Quarters and other amenities to the Ministers
and Deputy Ministers of the outgoing Ministry

Shri BIRENDRA [KUMAR  DAS (Patacharkuchi:
Reserved for Scheduled Tribes) asked:

157. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—
(a) How much is paid as house rent for the accommo-
dation of cach of the Ministers and Deputy
Ministers ?
(b)) Whether such amount is in conformity with the
budgetary sanction ?

(¢) If not, why not ?

(d) What 1s the amount spent for furnishing the
house of each of the Ministers and Deputy
Ministers ?

(¢) How many orderlics arc sanctioned for each of the
Ministers and Deputy Ministers ?

(f) Whether in view ofthe austerity measure Govern-
ment proposc to reduce the number of
orderlies to Ministers and Deputy Ministers ?

(g) Whether in view of the austerity drive Govern-
ment have effected cconomy in the expen
diture on account ol liverics given to the
orderlies of Ministers and Deputy Ministers?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied :

157. (a)—House rent paid for accommodation of:—

Rs.
(2) Shri M. H. Choudhury, ... 450 per mensen.
Minister, Agriculture,
etc.

(17)  Smti. L1 ,' Barthakur, ... 435 per mensem.
Beputy Minister,

(4€) ShriK. Sema, Deputy .., 250 per mensem:

Minister.

() Shri M. N. Hazarika, ... 200 per e
then Deputy Minister,

(v) Shri G, Das. D 979 per mensem.
Minister, ., ePUYY

-9
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Other Ministers and Deputy Ministers are furnished
with  free Government quarters or paid house-rent allowance
in accordance with provisions of the Assam  Ministers’
: (Salaries and Allowances) Act, 1948.
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Does not arise.
(d)—A statement is placed on the Library Table.

[ Statement laid on the Table in reply to unstarred
Question 157 (d) ]

Ministers For Residence For Oflice
attached to
Residence
Rs. Rs.
1. Shri 8. N. Sarma s Good Wood Bungalow 2 10,200 1,000
2 Shri R. N, Brahma p Islington Bungalow 12,400 1,000
3. Shri K. P. Tripathi Grabtrce Cottage .. . 12,800 1,000
4, Shri D. Sarma . Beauchamp House 9,000 1,300
5., Shri B. R. Medhi Rockside Bungalow 14,200 4,565
6. Shri M. Bora Brightwell Bungalow 13,600 1,000
7. Shri M. H. Choudhury .. Cryptomoria Bungalow 10,500 1,300
y (Hirced housc).
3. Shri C. 5. Leron Dacca Cottage .. v 4,500 1,000
Dceputy Ministers
1. Shri M. K. Das Miramar Bungalow T 6,000 500
) 2. Shri P, Chetia .. . Minister Cottage at Stony 7,000 500
e ) Land.
1
3. Shri G. Gogoi .. . 312 £00
| 4. ShriI. Khound eree 312 500
i shyam Das .. House of Shri P, C. Barua
: 5! Shrl Ghana y (I’Ifl‘ccl). LR 500
: s . oust of Shri N,
6. Shri M. N. Hazarika HUI'lIl;[i-rccc)!). ri N. Borsaikia - 500
7. Shrimati U. Barthakur “Bhuyan House™ (Lircd) .. 429 500
8., Shri K, Sema ., House of Shri- Shron Singl, 497 Nil

(Hircd).
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(¢) Minister—1 Jamadar and 3 Peons.
Deputy Minister—3 Peons.
(f) The matter will be examined.

g) As far as practicable economy has already
been effected by introducing new pattern of liveries. The
price of two sets of new pattern of liveries (Wmter and
Summer) is Rs. 54 against Rs. 74 of the old pattern,

Re: the Director and other Officers of the
Cottage Industries Department, Assam

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari) asked :
158. Will the Minister-in-charge of Cottage Industries
be pleased to state— . _ _

(a) The names, academic and technical qualifications
of the present Joint Dircctor, Deputy Direc-
tors and other officers of the Cottave Indus-
tries Departmen. ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that most of these personnel
possess 1o technical qualifications and some
of them were recruited from amongst office
assistants ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the present Joint Director
is only an Electrical and  Mechanical Engi-
neering and the Officer brought from Madras
to work as Director of Gottage Industries, Assam
was sent away just to give a ift to the present
Joint Director ? o

(d) For how long the post of Director, Cottage Indus-
tries is lying vacant ?

(¢) Will the Minister-in-charge place all the relevant
papers in connection with the resignation of the
Madrasi Director of Industries  before the
House ? ‘

(f) Whether thc present Sccretary of the Cottage
Industries, Assam who was Director before the
appointment of ihe said Madrasi Officer played
any part in keeping the post of Dircctor vacant ?

i Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAIZ.%RIKA (Minister-in-
charge of Cottage Industries) repiied: . _

b 158. (a)—-A gateme::t is p%acﬁd on the Library Table.
(Please see Library Register No. S 2.) , ‘
- (6)—No; it is not a fact. As will be scen [rom the
list placed on the table most of the officers have technica

qualifications. Recently 12 posts of Superintendents ol

Cottage Industries have been filled up on the recommen-

q
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e~ dations of Assam  Public Service Commission as their main

function is to enquire into the loan petitions and watch
the utilisation of loans they, except one, do not possess any
technical qualification. ‘The Deputy Director (Accounts) does
not possess any engineering qualification, but he has Diploma
of a. M c.1. A, in London which is a technical qualification
in accounts. Knowledge in marketing is also now treated
as technical qualification by the Reserve Bank of India and
Government of India and we are following the same principle.

Only three of the officers mentioned in the list have
been recruited from oflice assistants for their special knowledge
and experience.

(¢)—The qualification of the Joint Director, Shri Adhi-
kari is already laid on the table. There was no Director of
Industries brought from Madras but one Shri Ganapati Iyer
who was a retired officer of Mysore Government, was brought
and re-cmployed on contract basis. Itis not a fact that the
said Director was sent away to give a lift to the Joint Director.
In fact Shri Iyer was not sent away ; but he resigned on his
own accord. It may be mentioned that Shri Iyer was not a
technical person but a retired I. A. S. Officer.

(d)—Since 4th July, 1957 when Shri Iyer made over.
(g)——Thc relevant papers in connection with resignation
of Shri Ganapati Iyer, are placed on the Library Table.

[Paper laid on the Table in reply to unstarred
' question 158 (¢)]

Copy of letter dated 5th January, 1957, foa Shil B, .
Ganapati Iyer, Director of Cottage Industries, to the Secretary,
Clottage Industries, Assam.

I regret to say that under the existing conditions and
arrangements 1t 1s not pos~':1blc [or me to carry on in service in

Assam.

As required under t}lc terms of my contract appoingment,
I hereby give notice of six months fr-?m 10th January, 1957 for
relinquishment of my appoitment on 10th July, 1957 and
prior to that date 1 shall avail of such earned leaye "on full pay
as may be at my credit as on Or about 10th June, 1957. I
request that needful arrangements may kindly be made by the
Government of Assam for my relief on or about 10th Tune,
1957.
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Copy forwarded to :—
1. The Chief Secretary to the Government of Assam.

2. The Private Secretary to Chief Minister, Assam for
Chief Minister’s information.

3. The Minister for Coottage Industries, Assam.

Copy of letter No.IE.69/55/101 dated 26th February 1957
from the Secretary to the Government of Assam, Cottage
Industries, Assam to the Director of Cottage Industries, Assam.

SUBJECT: —Six months notice for relinquishing from service
under Assam Government.

Reference :—Your letter dated 5th January 1957.

In inviting a reference to your letter of resignation quoted
above I am directed to say that six month’s notice has probably
been given according to the terms of the proposed contract.
But the contract deed has not vet been executed and as S}lCh 1t
does not seem necessary to give six month’s time It is not
known therefore whether you want to be relieved earlier but
for the proposed term in the contract. Government ‘would
desire to know whether you would like to be relieved earlier.

Copy of lette: dated 28th February 1957 from shri E. V.
anapati Iyer, to the Secretary to the Government of Assam.
Cottage Industries Department, Assam.

SUBJRCT i—Notice of relinquishment of service.

M writting this with reference to your letter No. IE./59/
gilir?l’ dated 26th February 1957 whichyI received only today
Y feturn from toyy. As I am bound by the Government

desire to be
: . aor t. I do not .
relieved earlier or ¢4 reliﬁqfir;;xenthe appointment except in

accordance with the agreaq upon terms of my appointment

order. In this connection, | may mentioned that the Finance
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Department has not authorised the issue of my pay slip since
January, 1957 and has in fact intimated in letter No.FEC(IT)
Dy.234 dated 26th February 1957 that my contract should be
exccuted before 31st March 1957, Inmy Memo. dated 25th
January 1957 to you I have requested that a copy of the final
draft agreement as approved by the Government may be furnish-
ed to me early for executin and the same may please be
expedited. I therefore requested that as already intimated
[ may be allowed to relinquish my appointment  from 10th
July, 1957 and I may be arranged to be relieved on or about
10th June, 1957 for availing myself of such carned leave as
I would be entitled to. '

Copy of letter dated 10th June, 1957 from Shri E.V. Gana-
pati Iyer to the Secretary to the Government of Assam, Rural

Development Department, Shillong.
SUBJECT :—Notice of relinquishment of service.

I invite your reference to correspondence regarding the
above-mentioned subject ending with my letter No. Nil, dated
98th May 1957 addressed to the Minister for Planning and
Development. I have not yet received any reply or advice
from Government as to the sanction of one month’s earned
leave on full pay and to whom I should hand over charge for
proceeding on leave on relinquishment of service in Assam.

I request you therefore to kindly obtain the very early
order of Government sanctioning the grant of one month’s
carned leave from 23rd June 1957 inclusive of the Sundays on
93rd June 1957 and 21st July 1957, or payment of one month’s
salary in lieu of the leave and permitting me to hand over
charge of office on 22nd June 1957, as I would require about
a week’s time at lcast to dispose of any important pending

matters before handing over charge and I have also to make
iourncy and other things well in

arrangements for my return jourt _
in the issue of the necessary

time. I request that any delay 3
orders of Government should not allect my availing of the
benefit of one month’s earned leave within the contract terms

of service. I may state that I would conveniently hand over
charge to the Joint Director of Cottage Industry in the case of
the Cottage Industry Department and the Joint Director of
Sericulture and Weaving in the case of Sericulture and

Weaving Department.
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Copy of letter No. RDI.93/57/17, dated 19th June 1957
from the Secretary to the Government of Assam, Rural DC\{e-
lopment Department, to the Director of Cottage 1ndustries
Department, Assam, Shillong,

SUBJECT:—Relinquishment of Service.
Reference :—Your D.O, letter dated 10k June, 1957,

With reference to your letter mentioned above I am
directed to say that you may relinquish your office on 22nd
June 1957 (fore-noon) and hand over charge of the Cottage
Industries Department to the Joint Director of Cottage
Industries and of Sericulture and Weaving Department to the
Joint Director of Sericulture and Weaving.

The Question of your leave is under consideration of the

Government and , Separate communication will follow in
this respect,

——

: Copy to th? Joint Director of Sericulture and \Veavillg,
Cottage Industries, Assam. They should hold themselves in
readiness to recejye charge as soon as it is handed over.

Copy of letter No, Nil, dated 98th June 1957 from Shri E. V.,

anapati Iyer, to the Minister for Industries and Planning,
Shillong.

terview with you on 4th May, 1957
to you for your very kind sugges-
er the notice already given by me
ssam and  that any necessary re-
geéments conductive to the interests

It was agreed that I
matter and give my

After the discussions at today’s meeting, presided over by
you at which both myself and the Secretary, Rural Develop-
ment Department (Suri K. Barua) were present, you again

kindly asked me to reconsider the matter and give my consent
to contmue.

Motivated as I was and a4 solely by a desire to serve
my country to the best of my ability with the knowledge and
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experience I have gained, regardless of terms and conditions
of my remuneration, I have felt myself obliged to give the
deepest consideration to the matter m the light of your wish.

As was clarified at the meeting, without propec inter-
gration of work in the Department, with too much interfe-
rence by the Secretary in departmental  work and admi-
nistration, with too little scope for initiative and taking on res-
ponsibility and discharge of work by me with too little access to
the Minister for discussing departmental problems and too much
delay in the provision of even minimum necessary stall’ and
establishment and sanction of departmental proposals, it has
been a period of frustration for me in the department hitherto.
When 1 agreed to accept service in Assam, I had maile it
clear that the arrangements and conditions of my service
in | Assam should in consonance wjlh gcneml practicc' an-
propriate to the position and status in Government Service I

had previously held.

Unless therefore, the head of an integrated depariment
of Industry and Sericulture and Weaving is also made ex-officio
Secretary “to Government of the Department as is the case
with most other heads of Departments 11 Assam, I feel that
under existing circumstances and conditions my continuancc in
service will be neither satisfactory to me nor fruitful. I may also
mentionthat the non-provision of a suitable Government quarters
for my residence or in its absence by the requisitioning by Go-
vernment of a suitable private building for the proposc subject
to paying of rent at 10 per cent of my pay as per general rules
has been a very great difficulty to me. I had hoped that such
an essential amenity would have been made available to me,

In the long interval which has elapsed since my giving
notice to Government of my desire to relinquish service, till
the date of your kind interview I had no word from Govern-
ment of their intentions and I have necessarily had to make
certain commitments and arrangements regarding my future
plans of work.

I request that my position may kindly be appreciated
under the circumstances and that carly orders of Government
passed on my request for relinquishment of servich in June,
1957. . : :
Copy of letter dated 20th June, 1957 from the Director
of Cottage Industrics, Assam Shillong, (o the Seccretary to
the Government of Assam, Rural Development Department,
Assam, Shillong.
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- SUBJECT: Relinquishment of Service.

With reference to your letter No. RDI. 93/57/17, dated
19th June, 1957 which was received by mc at 4-30 p. M. on
19th June, 1957, stating that I may relinquish office on 22nd
June 1957 and that the question of leave is under considera-
tion of Government separately, I write to statec that it may
not be correct and in accordance with the terms 1of my
contract service, to relinquish my office until a formal Govern-
ment order potifying the acceptance ol notice for relinquish-
ment of service and the date from which after cxpiry of
the prescribed minimum period of 6 months notice, the
acceptance will be operative and the grant of the earned
leave with effect from the date of relief is issucd and also
advised to the Audit Department. Without the ~authority
of such a notification both with regard to the availment of
the leave and the acceptance of my notice for relinquishment
o service, there may be difficulties in audit: regarding th.(:
passing of my pay bills etc. Besides, my intention is to avail
of the earned leave when I hand over charge preparatory to
the relinquishment of service from the fixed date but this
“fou.ld not be possible unless prior Government orders sanc-
tioning the leave are issued and intimated to the Audit
Department.

o é\s you kﬂQW my pay slip has not yet been received from
ccountant General since March, 1957 as you have not
gf&igﬁ?tlmfumcatcd the necessary sanctions to him. It will be
unless T gr .Mme to meet the travel and leave expelnses, etc.,
Obtain payment of these pay bills due for some months.

withr{‘lil:rleo aarll"e also some urgent items of work such as dealing
meeting, Dey itases sanctioned by the Loan Board at its last
development Se}? pment  Commissoner’s letter regarding t(lil.e
references re] ¢aeme programme for 1957-58, some urgent audit

cating to the appropriation accounts etc. and these

will require o : . ’ d
intirnat(:led by nr?leweekss time about for attention as already

Under th i -harge
€se Circum d . .- to hand over chals
stances, [ propose’ to he leave pre-

soon after the orderg .
of G‘OVCl‘nl : e ry my c
A]e . nent sanctiomng =0 . t
paratory to lehanIShment e R san 4 authorisations to the

service an received. In

Accountant General, Ag, ar

: . T am f lip arc . o
this connection [ may state t}?fmtn;); Dz‘if a_SCCI;untS rules my I?.st
pay bill up (o the date on whicp, rell)inquishn]ent from service

becomes operative will he paid only after prc-audlt by the
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Accountant General. Assam and this cannot be done until

P, jhe above mentioned Government notification and orders have

=

Y

hh""ﬂ-

Jissued. T therefore request that the issue of the necessary
sanctioning orders of Government may kindly be expedited
and intimated to me for needful action.

Copy to the above is forwarded to the Chief Secretary to
the Government of Assam, Shillong for information and kind
necessary instructions to expedite the matter.

(/)-—No. In fact the present Secretary who was also
the Director took active part to bring Shri G;u_lapnti _chr. Also
he has been taking all steps to fill up the post immediately alter
Shri Tyer left.

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon):
With regard to (d), may I know from the Government whether

the post was advertised just after it fell vacant ?

Shri MOHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister,
Cottage Industries): 1 F czfea

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: fith slwdt 4fs

txfeaq cema At advertise ¥ ezfed @ e Cxfem  cerw  feafa
FadE oA oEfeA @

Shri MOHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: 4% fistils (=9
Post cofia  ozfem, afem wtach Post 1 < Fg 7 AEET  HAq) g
Director s etz feats Plgs o1 5iFe afeare Tz Giidt 2l A,
fqeapsc7 Technical Personnel 3 wietast @ fagca Technical Person-
Lol Aot @tms, wiEe elF @aEn savlaca @4 czfoa fTa 3w fias
stacd @m cAtal ceten s wiea flgs wiacd ol ezl iR

Me. SPEAKER: The Minister has said that it was
advertised through the Public Service Commission and now

it is through the Public Service Commission that they have

written to the Governments of Bombay and Madras. Now
the question is whether the post 15 gomng to bqr) filled by the
Public Service Commission or by Government !

Shri MOHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Public Service
Commission @ ¥fmcs 91 czigd | 8 R GAS effets @z

st Azea sleeleieed fHfeE |

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister),
If the hon. Member means the Director of Major Industries
ne officer who has been recommended by the
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Government of India, his name is under consideration_
and miost probably this appointinent will be on contract basis.
If it is on contraci basis the appointinent will be made by
the Cabinet and the case may not go (o the Assam
Public Service = Commission, ‘

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari : Qur question
was with regard to Cottage Industries,

Mr. SPEAKER : Question 158 relates 1o the Directol
of Cottage Industries.

Shri MOHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister
Cottage Industries): Director a #13cq 2 cpatn saatacd @
Czfee | :

Mr. SPEAKER: it sistwcd  7=<[thla Twas ¢vfgn, Public
Service Commission 7 Bf¥acs 591 0973 3fs1 Gizte w1y Public Service
Commission q %37 7 sawica =37 7

Shri MOHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Public Service
commission 4 47 |

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari): zars Public
Service Comission % #2d74<8 influence T T »

~ Mr. SPEAKER : Order, Order, the question  1is
disallowed. '
Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):

seek your protection against such ap uynwarranted
remark,

Mr. SPEAKER I have not permitted that question,

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati)

’hether the Public Service Commission will recommend or
will appoint ?

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Public Service
omrmission ¢ recommend *f#T AT S9dracd ot TR

Ml ?PEAKER: Thai procedure is well-known.
Sphttmg of the Gauhati Subdivisional School Board

[SoISARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked:

159, Will the Education Minister be pleased to ey What
steps have been taken to split the Gauhati Gubdivisional Sch.OOl
Board into three ynjgg as was assured in the Novemnber Session
of the Assembly p
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£ - Shl:! KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY (Minister,
e Education) replied :
~
- 159.—"the matier is being examined for splitiing the Gaubati
School Board,

a3 Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Ias it not yet
. hf‘-"ilr_tlcculcv.l to split the School Board as assured ?
% Shvi KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY: The matter
1s under consideration.
Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-
N East): The reply isnot clear. What does the Minister mean

by Sa}'ing that the matter is under consideration ?

S Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY: The splitting
' of a School Board is partly an educational. partly an adminis-
trative and partly a financial question.  All these three aspects
have to be co-ordinated and decided.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palaghbari): Four months
have already passed since the House was told that the sphtting
up would be taken ecarly and how long it would take ?

Shyri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY: Four months
may have passed when the assurance was given. Since then
the matier has been taken up and all  these three
questions arc being proccssed and you know procesting takes
time.
Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY: At what

stage the matter is resting now ?

Mr. SPEAKER: [t is still in processing.

| v Number of High Schools converted into Higher
} Secondary Schools

Shri SURENDRA NATH DAS (Patacharkuchi) asked :

Go

~160. Will the Ministet-in-charge of Education be pleased
to state—

_amac

(2) What is the number of High Schools which have
been converted to the Higher Secondary School
up till now in the State ?

. o

i |

(6) Whether there is any special consideration for
High Schools of tribal areas, to be converted to
Higher Secondary Schools ?

(¢) What is the number of the High Schaols which
are being taken up as Higher Secondary or
Multipurpose High Schools ?



838 QUESTIONS [1ira Mag,

1Y

(d) Whethier it isa fact that Barama Government Aided
High Schools was selected by the District Deve-
lopment Board for conversion to Higher Secon-
dary School during Second Five Year Plan ?

(¢) When it will be taken up ?

(/) Whether it will be taken up within this Second
Five Year Plan ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY (Minister, .

Education) replied :
160. (a)—Nine. :
(b)—Selection of schools for conversion to Higher
Secondary Schools is considered mainly on the suitability 1in

regard to roll strength, staff, accommodation facilities, cte.,

of the school concerned.

(¢)—The total number of schools taken up and propos-
ed to be taken during the First and Second Five Year Plan
period is 30 (thirty) Multi-purpose schools and 39 (thirty-nine)
Higher Secondary schools.

(d)—Yes. ,

()& ( f)—The matter is still under ' examination.

Shri SURENDRANATH DAS (Patacharkuchi): Secon-
dary School =325 =tz Rt 41w wiw 73 Atfe ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY : csta®al cela -

431 % Ay 712 |

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Whether there is any such school out of nine in the district of
Lakhimpur ? _

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY: This question
was answered on the floor of this Fouse more than ten davs
back and the list has been, I think, placed on the table of
the House or if necessary it can be placed. :

_ Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golokganij):
Wlth. regard to (), whether there is any special consideration
for tribal arcas ' In hig reply the Minister has mentioned about
general consideration.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY: These schools
are selected on the basis of general consideration for the simple
reason that the arrangements necessary are expecte
opumur_r} and not minimum ved fo

Siti LALIT KUMAR DOLEY [Moran : Reserved for
Schediiled Tribes]: May I know the names of tdo?’ ne
schools E'lnd the subdivision in which they are oA

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY'

List of ¥ ry Schools.
1. Government Hg}lg}éilims{ﬁcor%g?tg Lakhimpur,
2. Government High School, Golaghat,

d to he
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Government High School, Nowgong,
Government High Sohool, Mangaldoi,
Government High School, Barpeta,
Government High School, Dhubri,
Government High Schogl, Silchar,
Government Aided K. R. High School, Hajo,
Patacharkuchi Vidyapith,

SEN U ®

Srimati JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West): How
many Secondary Schools have been taken up and how many
are being taken up, Sir ? I want to know the names of those
schools which have alrcady been taken up.

Sri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY (Minister,
Education) : 1 have alrcady mentioned the names of the
Higher Secondary Schools. The list of Multi-purpose  High
Schools is as below:

1. Dibrugarb Government Girls” High School.
Sibsagar Government High School.
Jorhat Government High School.
Goalpara Government High School.
Kohima Government High School.
owai Government High School.
Aijal Government High School
Tura Government High School.
Dawson Aided High School.
10. Morigaon Aided School.
11. Charali Government Alded High School,
12, Tezpur Girls High School.
13. T. C. Girls’ High School,
14. Lala Aided High School
15. Bajali Aided High School.

There are two other names I do not krow whether they
are included in the list. - The total number is 15, With regard
to the rest, they will bc selected in due cousse.

3 Mo

CENDUC

Compensation for acquisition of land for construction of
embankment on the Puthimagi

Shei SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpnr)

asked s o
161. Will the Revenue Minister be pleased to state—

(a) What report has been received from the Deputy
Go'mn}lssmner, Kamrup, who was asked to en-
quire into the allegations of irregularity anoma-
ly, corruption, bribery, etc., in connection with
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the fixation of compensation for damages of land
and properties for lands acquired for the cons-
truction of the embankment on the river
Puthimari by Revenue Department’s letters
No.RLR.181/56/87 and No.RLR.181/56/98 nf
June 1957 ?

(b) What report has been submitted by the Sub-
D§puty Collector, Kamalpur, who made preli-
minary enquiry into the matter locally on 17th
August 1957,

(f’) Whether the ailef.gations were borne out by fact ?

(7) Whether Government is aware of the great resent-
ment of the public of that locality as expressed
by public meetings and petitions to the Govern-
ment for not redressing their grievances and 1l"nr

not properly enquiring into their allegations :

(¢) Whether Government propose to enquire into the
matter ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

161. (a)—Deputy Commissioner reported that Public Works
Department took over possession of the lands amicably with
the consent of the owners and began construction of the
embankment in 1954. Public Works Department requested
Deputy Commissioner for legal possession in 1955 but it cou
not be given without acquisition, So Deputy Comimissioner
started acquisition proceedings in 1956 ynder the Assam Acqui-
stiion of Land for Flood Control and Prevention of Erosion Act
1955, Compensation for land and houses was assessed under
Section 6 1) of the above Act, but that for trees was done -und{é
{)he Land Acquisition Act, 1894, on certain certificates li;‘fﬁie

¥ Public Works Department as the trees were no Jonger of

Elﬁnd ; Tl;?ﬂ assessment partly under the Assam AFQLXE’ttIO?o."»S
and ior ¥lood Control and * Preventjon of Frosion irl‘:egulai'-

gnd partly under the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 wasunder the
o steps are being taken to regularise the assessment o on of

Assnm Acquisition of Land for ¥lood Control an e
Erosion Act only. enorted to

. The allegations of corruption and bribery Were rer

e baseless. :
baseless —— difficult to

{b)—Sub-Deputy Collectoy re hat i

. ; - ported tha . e
ascertain the claims of compengatign made by dﬂe.'g’nt ey
as there was no concrete proof then except the €VIGENCe given

-

e ——
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by the villagers themselves or othier villager. But the difficulty
is being overcome now by assessing  the compensation under
section 6/1) of the Assain Acquisition of Land for Flood Control
and Prevention of Erosion Act under which the owner of the
land is entitled the compensation for the land inclusive of crops
and trees at the rate of 20 times the land revenue. No separate
compensation for standing crops and  trees is  admissible undel
ihis Act, LFor houses on the fand the owner is paid a sum
equivalent to the sale proceeds of the materials of the same
plus 15 per cent if he does not remove the materials. It he
removes them he gets 20 per cent of the value of the materials.

(¢)=-Except the irregularity pointed out at (a) above
the allegations were not borne out by facts.

(d)—Government had received petitions to this eftect.

(¢)-—Enquiries have already been made with results
gtated above.  On receipt of another petition on 25th February
1958 challenging the entire acquisition proceedings under the
Assam Acquisition of Land for Flood Control and Prevention
of Frosion Act, 1955 for lands taken over by the Public  Works
Department in 1955 a further enquiry is being made and the
whole question will be reconsidered  on receipt of Deputy Com-
missioner’s report.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): How
could the provision of this Act of Assam Acquisition of Land for
Flood Control and Prevention of  Erosion  Act, 1955 could be
extended to the land of which possession was taken in the
vear 1954 7
) Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minisier, Revenue) : That was
not regular, Sir. The application of the Act is not regular,

Shri SARAT CHANDRA COSWAMI: Will the Govern-
ment please order ﬂ}c‘ Deputy  Commissioner, Kamrup to
assess compensation of land, houses, trees, etc., which were
damaged in connection }VL{h the construction of the embank-
ment in 1954, so that 1t may be assessed according to the
proviSiOﬂ of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 ?

Shii HARESWAR DAS: Government cannot pass any
such orders on the Deputy Q0111n1i55i1)1'1e1~, Sir.  As T have
gaid already, the Act was PﬂSSF‘-d ,""_,1955, so the application of
the Act is irregular. l_Nuw it is for the Deputy Commissioner
to start fresh proceedings. )

Sturi SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: 1t is stated in the
reply ihat the allegation of corruption and bribery against
ihe officers were baseless. May I know whether any enquiry
was made ? |

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Yes, Sir,
The Deputy Cominisioner made the enquiry, and this is the

I'CPOI‘L
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Sri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): VWill
the Government have a judicial enquiry ? “det

 Sri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : [f defr-
nite facts against any particular officer are supplied we muy
consider that point.

Sri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY [Moran Rescrved for
Scheduled Tl‘ibES] . This rate of twenty of times the Jand
revenue as compensation is not sufficient, Sir, as there may be
persons whose loss may be greater.

E?l‘l HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) This is «a
question of amending the Act, Sir. As the question stands
DOtLing more can be done.

Final Pag¢ I Examination in the Assam Engineering
Institute

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari) asked:

ﬁlal: 02, Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to
(¢) How many students appeared in final _Part_II
Examinaton from the Assam Engineering

Institute in the year, 1957 ?

(6) How many of these students came out successtul in
, the said examination ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that some students got
plucked in one subject in one group for failing
to secure only few inarks ?

(d) Whetherit is a {act that these students are not
allowed to appear in the compartmental exa-
mination ?

(¢) Whether it isa fact that one student who got
plucked in two subjects in two groups securing
low marks has been promoted to 3rd year class
and allowed to appear only in those two sub-
jects ?

(f) Will Government be pleased tostate why this
discrimination i made ?

(g) Whether it is a fact that there is great resent-
ment amongst the students due to this discrimi-
nation ?

(K) Will Government after making a thorough enquiry
be pleased to allow those stude_nts, who got
plucked in one subject, to appear in that sub-
ject only ?

.—A%-&v
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' Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Y.ducation) replied:

103. (1)'—'1' i.

b)—=:4.,

(c)—Yes.
(d)—Yes.
(t’ —Y cs,

~ )=The particular student who was ill during the
examination.  In view of his brilliant result in the past exa-
minations, Examination Committee was pleased to make it a
special case.
‘ g)—Representation  was received but the Examination
Committee could not consider as these were not found genuine.
(l)—No, the State Council for Technical Education 1s
the proper authority 12 take a decision in these matters.
Government do not propose to interfere with their decision n
this matter. .
Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palasbari): With regard
o the reply (/) in Question 162, may 1 know what were

those Oxaminations ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: This student,
Nakul Chandra Das was a very good student. He stood
Third in order of merit in the first annual examination
ih the year 1956, His result in the terminal examination
o the 2nd year was also very good.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Does
the result of one year hold good for all the subsequent years,

Sir 2
Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Not neces-

sarily, SIT.

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon):
Will the Minister-in-charge of Education negotiate with the
Siate Medical Council to give such concession to the Medical

students ?
Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : We cannot

interfere  with the work .of the University, Sir, In such
matters they arc the authority.
Paper Mill at Lamsakhang

[ Shri SAI SAl TERANG [Mikir Hills-East (Reserved
'for Scheduled Tribes)] asked:
163. Will the Minister-in-charge of Major Industries be

pleased to state— .
(a) Whether the site for the proposed Paper Mill at

Lamsakhang has been fixed ?
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(b) If so, whether it is within the Mikir Hills or in & |

Nowgong District ?

(¢) If the latter, what is the reason for not locating it
in the Mikir Hills district from which raw
materials are to be procured ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI ‘Minister,
Major Industries) replied :
163.(a)—No.
(b)—In view of reply to (@) above, this does not arise.
(¢)—Does not arise.

Shri SAI SAI TERANG [Mikir Hills-East (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)|: =% atfn a8t sestwns 4= wifqa 45T
49T FAGE FRAAME 4T 'S G =7 poe 2

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: 515 5+ % cxfa 1

Shri SAI SAI TERANG: AW AT gt (s 9%
FlRAEE AFISHN:S TAifs fifwg Azig g4 TEq FIBtag ¢z 513G 4fFa0T
Bawitg 2% wi#au ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Industries): =Fi4z7 ={adta1cq FT iy za oz faven fa
FeAIfTF i frm =1 twicite (57 Ff @9, sawi pEacl

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Is it a
Paper Mill or Paper Pulp Mill, Sir ?

G Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Paper Mill,
1r,

Ftilzaq

Shri CHATRASING TERON [Mikir-Hills-West (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)|: I it not a fact that it was
contemplated to locate the mill on the opposite side ol the
Lamsakhang Railway Station ? -

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Industries): The decision is not made by the Govern-
ment of Assam, Sir. It is made by the Company ; 1t1s 111
the private sector.

Shri CHATRASING TERON: Is itnot a fact that the
XPerts who enquired into the question of location ol the mil]
cnsidered the site begween the river Dhing and the Railway

tation as syiaple ? Is it not a fact that an additional

expenditure of rype lakh is necessary to open a loop
line on the backl)_es one lakh 15 neces TGP

: side  of~ sakhang Railway »Station,
which has been i of the Lamsakhang

- 4 3

enas a plea to locate it in a different place:

doe Ml‘£ SPEﬁKER: Thle hon. Member may do well if he

geag o : : vord ‘reason’
in place of it. Plea’. He may use the w

Shri KAMA

i VIAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: I have no
information, Sir,

-

4

.%
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Shri TAMIJUDDIN PRADHANI (Dhubri) asked:

164. Will the Minister-in-charge of the Medical Depart-
ment be pleased to state—
2) Whether there is proper arrangement for X-ray
in Dhubri GCivil Hospital ?
b' Whether it is a fact that the present condition of
the X-ray of Dhubri Hospital is not to the
Medical Standard for want of an X-ray expert ?
c) If so, whether Government propose Lo remove
these difticulties by appointing an expert and
eflicient Medical Officer ?
Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) replied :
164. (a)—Yes.
(b)—For want ola qualified Radiographer the work
is temporarily managed by an N-ray Technician ?
(¢)—A qualified Radiographer will be appointed
soon.

Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta): In reply to question
164(a) it has been said ‘Yes’. Now [ want to know what 1is
meant by ‘proper arrangements’ ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : This X-Ray plant has been
installed. It may be that for want of a qualified man that

particular plant is not working for the present there.

Shri BHUBAN CHAN!_)RA PRADHANI (Golakganj) :
What is the special qualification required to operate the X-Ray

plant, Sie ¥
Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : The minimum qualification

is Matriculation and then he is to take a training for this work.

Assistant Settlement Officer, Barnagar Circle

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sarbhog) asked:

165. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased

to state (a) Whether Shri  Seraful ~ Hussain, Sub-Deputy

Collector, Bornagar Circle was transferred to

Dhubri for miscellancous work and Shri Omiya

Das was given the powers of Agsistant Settle-
ment Officer for Bornagar Circle ?

(b)) Whether the order was published in the Assam

Gazette ?
(¢) If so, why the order was cancelled ?
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(d) Whether there is any speci
the said order ?

(e) Whether Government have received public com-
plaints against Shri Seraful Hussain 2

(/) Ifso, when he will be transferred from the Borna-
gar Circle ?

al reason for cancelling

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Revenue Minister) replied :
165. (a)—Yes.
(b)—VYes.
‘ (¢) &€ (d)—In the interest of re
the order was cancelled.
(e) ~Yes.
(/)—Does not arise as
his retention also,

-settlement operation

there are representations for

s GHANA'SHYAM TALUKDAR (Sarbhog): May I
know whether Shri Seraful Hussain wij] e toamsfsrod G Lo
Bornagar Circle ? g

Shri HARESWAR DAS : In future he mav be transferred.
Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR .

: Whyv this trans-
fer was made after the issue of the G -

azette notification,

Shri HARESWAR DAS : [

: as doing the work very
uicely there,

Shri PRABHAT NARAYA
East) : Is it the policy of the G
on representations ?

N CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-

overnment to (ransfer oflicers

Shri HARESWAR DAS: That is

one of the factors, Sir,
Control of Cement, C. I, Sheets and Iron Rods

Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta)

166. Will the Mini
state—

asked:
ster-in-charge of supply be pleased to

(@) Whether it i a fact that the control on cement,

# I. Sheet and Iron Rods are going to be
lifted soon ?

(6) If so, when ?
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Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Education for Minister, Supply) replied:
166. (a4 —Governmeént have no such information.
h —Does not arise.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Sir, here the question is “Whether it is a fact that the control of
on Cement. C.I. Sheet and Iron Rods are going to be lifted
soon” and the answer given is “Government have no such

information”. Ifso. then who has got the information ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : It is the
Ceentral Government to make a decision. So, what they are
going to decide in this respect this Government have no

information.

Shri RAMNATH SARMAH (Luxn_ding) i 1s it s tmict,
Sir, that the Bengal Government is going to lift the control

order ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: I have seen

it in the newspaper.

Industrial Quota of Cement

Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta) asked:
167. Will the Minister-in-charge of supply be pleased to
sttt '

(a) Whether the industrial quota of cement (small
scale industry) is supplied direct by the Sub-
divisional Oflicer to the applicants concern ?

() Whether the Supply Advisory Board has any
thing to do in the distribution of cements by
way of suggestion and enquiring into the merits
and demerits of each individual case ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Education for Minister, ﬁSupply) replied :

167. (a)—The local oflicers have been instructed to reserve
10 per cent from each consignment of cement for distribution
to small scale industries on the recommendations of the Indus-

tries Department. _
(b)—-—The SUPPIY. Adws_ory Board may give gf'neral

and constructive suggestions. But recommendations of the
Industries Department will bg: essential, as the Department
are taking all possible steps for promoting small scale indus-
tries.
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Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta) : Sir, in the allocation of
this 10 per cent of cement | want to know whether this is done
in consultation with the Supply Advisory Board or at the
discretion of the officers concerned ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister):
This is a quota for small scale industrics and is distributed on
the recommendation of the Supply Advisory Board.

Re: Amalgamation of the Public Health Department with
the Medical Department and teaching staff in the
Assam Medical College

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) asked :

168. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical Department
be pleased to state—

(¢) How many interchanges have taken place in the
Department of Health Services after the amal-
samation of the Medical and the Public Health
Departments ?

(b) Whether the amalgamation has been elfected on
the basis of recommendations of the Bhore
Committee ?

(c) If 0, "whether Government is prepared to appoint
the qualified and experienced members of the
former Public Health Department as District
Officers ?

(d) How many Assistant Surgeons Grade IT hf:wel
been promoted to Grade 1 (i) on the I}’led“fat
side ; (1) on the Public Health side till 318
January 1958 ?

(¢) How man . fter their

y Sub-A S eons 2
graduation Wt:r;msgg;ot:;gto Asm_stant S.ul_“—
geon Grade T have bedn placed as (?) Subdivi-

sional Medical Officers ; and (&) 11 rural
areas ?
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( /) On what basis the Subdivisional Medical Officers
mentioned in (¢) above are made ?

‘¢) Whether Government propose to appoint the
Professors and Assistant Professors of the Assam

Medical College on a permanent basis ?

(/) Whether the present arrangement in the college
is leading to an improvement of the standard
o' teaching and the efliciency in the treatinent
of patients ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Medical Minister)

replied :

168. (a)—With the amalgamation of Medical and Public
Health Departments all officers of both the Departments
were brought to one cadre, ¢ e, cach class ol oflicers forming
one combined cadre. So the question of interchange ol
personnel does not arise.

(b)—Yes.

(¢)—Yes. District Medical Officers will be appointed
from amongst the members ol the combined cadre of Assistant
Surgeons, Grade I, taking into consideration their relative
merit and seniority.

' _(d) (i)—Seven ‘;\sswtant Surgeons II, from Medical
side, (i7) Two Assistant Surgeons Il from Public Health side.

After amalgamation the quota is being doubled for
promotion.

(e)—Eighteen. On  graduation an Assistant Surgcon
Grade II is appointed and not promoted as Assistant Sm‘gc%n 1.
Promotion of an Assistant Surgeon 1II as Assistant'Surqem;
Grade I, is made on the recommendation of the Assam Public
Service Commission and that too against the quota of reser\-'ed
posts in the cadre of Assistant Surgeon Grade 1.

(i) Under the amalgamated set up, no one exclusively
holds Medical charge of a Subdivision. Tn Sadar Subdivi-
sion an Assistant Surgeon, Grade I, holds charge of the Civil
Hospital, while 1n 2 Subdivision t he is treated as Subdivi-
sional Medical and _Hea]th Officer it addition to being in-
charge of the Civil Hospital there. -

(77) Seventeen.
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( f )—On merit and seniority.

(g)—Yes. Proposal for making the College perma-
nent is under consideration of Government and as soon as a
final decision is taken in this regard, Professors and Assistant
Professors other than those appointed on contract basis will be
made permanent provided other conditions are fulfilled,

(h)—Yes. 'There is no reason to think that the
present arrangement 1s not leading to improvement of the

standard of teaching as will be cvident from the number of

students qualified during past years as detailed below

. - o127
i} P
Blecember., 1952 ... Sy 23 |

May, 1952

April, 1953

e
O
N
wn
o

December, 1953

W
—

-

April, 1954

S
> 65
December, 1954 ... 30
April, 1955 29
61
December, 1955 ... . 32 |
April, 1956 387
December, 1956 .., 31J> 69
May, 1957 327
December, 1957 . 41J> 73

In recent years better qualified and experienced Surgeons
and Physicians have been appointed and there is every reason
to think that this arrangement is leading to an improvement
of the standard of efficiency in the matter of treatment of
patients.
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Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) : Sir,

in answer to Question (d) it has been stated that “After
amalgamation the quota is being doubled for promotion™. Does
this double quota rclate to both Medical aud Public Health ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Miuister, Medical) : Yes,
it relates to both Medical and Public Health.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR : From the answer it 18
apparent that there were more promotions from the ex-Medical
side than from the ex-Public Health side. Will Government
consider the desirability of giving promotion without discrimi-
nation and without giving undue weightage ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : [ am prepared to accept
the suggestions of the hon. Member and I will sce that no

injustice is done.

Transportation of crude oil and refined petroleum by the
proposed oil refinery in Assam

Shri KAMALA PRASAD AGARWALA (Tezpur) asked:
169. Will the Minister-in-charge of Major Industries be

to state—
plraged (a) Whether it is the intention of the Rupee Com-
pany recently formed to examine the technical
and economic aspects of river transportation of
crude and refined petroleum and corresponding
aspect with regard to the proposed pipeline ?

(b)) Whether Goveriiment feels that this is a matter
solely for the Rupec Company and intends to
move the Rupee Company through the Central
Government in order to bring about this com-
parison study ?

(¢) What were the findings of the recent delegation
to the U. S. A. for the countries with respect
te the cor_npariSOn economy of pipelines and
transportation of petroleum by barges ?

(d) Whether Government considers that transportation
of petroleum by river within Assam 31s indeed
cheaper and technically feasible ?

(e) If so, what steps GOVel‘nr_nent propose to takein
order to bring about this mode of transporta-
tion instead of pipelines ?
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(f) Whether Government arc aware that the develop-
ment of modern transportation methods would
ensure bringing down prices of food-stufls and
commodities within the State in addition to
providing cheap transport for further industria-
lisation within the State ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister-in-
charge of Major Industries) replicd:

169. (2)—From available information it appecars that the
Company will make necessary transport arrangcments for trans-
port of crude oil to the Refinery. Government of India have
informed the State Government that Inland Water Transport
will not be considered. The question regarding transport of
]ie%ned products is still under examination of Government of

ndia.

(b)—The State Government have already drawn the
attention of the Government of India to the points raised in
question (¢). Oil isa Central subject and it is for the Govern-
ment of India to take necessary decision.

(¢)—The Delegation made some preliminary studies
and contacted experts. Further studies with the help of experts
are necessary to come to a definite finding on the comparative
merits of these two systems of transport.

(d)—With further detailed  studies, comparative
merit of the two systems of transport has to be established.

(¢)—Please refer in reply to question No. 169 (b)-

(f)—Cheap and eflicient transport system helps in
balancing the supply and demand position of a commodity and
therefore, has a direct bearing on the cost structure of food_—stuﬂ“s
and other commodities. Inthe ultimate analysis it is the
supply position which dictates the ruling price of a con_amoduy.
Cheap and efficient transport, however, greatly helps in deve-
loping industries.

S KAMALA PRASAD AGARWALA (Tezpur):
Regarding (¢), Sir, what is the result of the study of the
Delegation ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: The results
of the study of the Delegation have been prepared and a preli-
minary report of the same is being made, but further studies
are necessary in regard to the two systems of transport.

Shri BISWADEB SARMAH (Balipara): May I know
about the two methods of transport ?( P

.



1958] QUESTIONS 853

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Industries): I have no direct information. The
experts who have been entrusted with the task of preparing
the project report are still going on collecting data and [
understand that the report may be subniitted by the end
of this month.

~ Shri KAMALA PRASAD AGARWALA (Tezpur) : Is
it a fact, Sir, that the price of a commodity in Assam is higher
than that of other States ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : Transport
bottleneck has been the cause of increased cost of a commodity
in Assam particularly when we bring things from outside by
railway.  But ordinarily transport cost of some commodities
is small. Generally it is the demand position that dictates the
ruling price of a commodity—more than the transport cost.

Communication between Abor Hills (Murkongsellek)
Transferred Area and the rest of Assam

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked :

170. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment, be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government are aware that communica-
tion is difficult between Abor Hills (Murkong-
sellek) Transferred area and the rest of

Assam ?

(b) Whether the Government propose to improve the
road and water communication between Tin-

sukia and Jonai via Laikaghat ?

(¢) If so, whether the Government have finalised plans
for this purpose and technical and administra-

tive approval given ?

(d) Whether it is a fact t_hat this communication
needs improvement in the interest of Forest
Department as well besides the public there ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that water communication
by digging a canal between Guizan and Laika-
ghat for the purpose of plying motor boats is
possible there and that this arrangement will
be cheaper than a motorable gravelled road ?
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Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Public Works
Department) replied :
170. (a)-—Yes.
(b) & (c)—There is already a road from Tinsukia
to Laikaghat. The portion from Tinsukia to Guijan is a
gravelled one and the rest up to Laikaghat is a fair weather
road which cannot be improved beyond fair weather standard
due to the area ‘being annually inundated by fleods of the
Brahmaputra. A Public Works Department Ferry has been
provided between Laikaghat and Murkongsellck for crossing
the Brahmaputra. There is a proposal to construct Murkong-
sellek-Jonai Road which will be placed before the next A.R.C.B.
meeting for consideration and will be taken if and when it is
recommended by the Board and approved by the Government
and funds placed for the purpose.
(d)—Yes.

(¢)—The proposal has not been examined which will,

however, be sent to Embankment and Drainage Department for
€xaminatioi,

. *Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Is it a fact that the fair weather road between Guijan and
Laikaghat is about 15 miles only ?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH - Perhaps so.

. “Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA - Sir, is it rea-
lised that for want of communication during the rainy season
the entire area is cut off from the rest of India ?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH :  The difficulty is there,
ut efforts are being made to have better communication there.

It is almost beyond the means or resources of the State Govern-
ment to do SO.

(Rec Bri CHATRASING TERON [Mikir Hills-West

b2 de:?(;;? for Scheduled Tribes)] : Is there any schemﬁ
an all_Wea§£§1at10n (0 open better communication there wit

road ?

*Shgs
at Presel:l!; ]Ef?};E SWAR SARMAHMH : There is no such proposal

. -1€ matter iy hej ined by the Embank-
ment , S cimg €xamil ) :
and Drainage Department togsee how far it is feasible.

* - -
Speech not corrected.

k""..
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~ *Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
Is it a fact that therc is a provision of bearing about half the
C’*P}mdlturc by the Central Governmentin case of a road linking
N.E.F.A. with the rest of India ?

.. “Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, P, W.D.):
I'here are various projects for which the Central Government
pays from 90 per cent to 50 per cent of the cost. This project
I question is being examined and will be submitted to the
Central Government for their acceptance. The case of this
project is somewhat different.

BlaCk'tOPPing of the Air-field Road from North
Lakhimpur to Kabuli River

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur) asked :
171. Will the Minister, Public Works Department be
pleased to state—

(@) When the black-topping of the air-field road from
North Lakhimpur and the Kamalabari road from
North Lakhimpur to Kabuli River will begin ?

() Whether Government is aware that these are the
two main routes to come to and go out of North
Lakhimpur 'y

(¢) If so, whether Government propose to improve these

o two roads immediately ?
Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Public Works
Department) replied
171. (@)—There is no such proposal at present for black-
topping these road sections. These proposals will be placed
before th&?ext A. R. C. B. meeting for their consideration.
—Yes.

()—Works will be taken up if and when these are
recommended by the Board and approved by the Government
and funds are made available for the purpose.

Lecturers in the Engineering Institute, Gauhati

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari) asked :
172, Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to
state—
(a) How many lecturers are there in 1he Engineering
Institute, Gauhati ?

*Speech not corrected.
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(b)) What are the names of these lecturers and what are
their Technical qualification ?

() Whether it is a fact that some Overseers are
appointed as lecturers ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that these lecturers cannot give
proper education to the students ?

(¢) Whether Government is aware that the students are
suffering for want of duly qualified lecturers ?

(f) Will Government be pleased to make a thorough
enquiry and see that only qualified persons are
appointed as lecturer ?

Shri KAMAKHYA

Education) replied :
172, (a)—Sixteen.

(b)—

PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,

Name of the staff

Educational qualification Technical qualification

Shri C. N Chakravarty,
Lecturer in Civil Epngi-
neering.

Shri Toseswar Sarma,
Lecturer in Civil Engi-
neering.

&

Shri A. K. Sil, Lecturer
in Civil Engineering,

Shri B. C. Decsai, Lec-
turer in Civil Engi-
nesring.

Shri T. D. Sarma, Lec-
turer in Civil Engi-
neering.

Shri A. K. Barbhuyan,
Lecturer in  Civil
Engineering.

Shri G. N. Khataniar,
Lecturer in Electrical

Engineering.

Passed Upper Subordi-
nate Examination of
the Overseer Exami-
nation Board, Bengal
in 1942.

Passed Upper Subordi-
nate Examination of
the Overseer Ixami-
nation Board, Bengal
in 1946 in the 1st Di-
vision. Passed Section
A. and B. of A M.1L.E.
(India), Examination.

Passed Upper Subordi-
nate Examination of
the Overseer Exami-
nation Board, Bengal

1927.

AF Passed B. E. (Civil) in
1944,

- Passed Diploma Exami-
nation in C.E. in 1947.

Passed Overseer Final
Part ITI, Fxamination
in 1952,

oy Passed B.E. Examina-

tion in 1950.
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Name of the staff

Educational qualification

Shri U. N. Patowari,
L.ccmrur in Mecha-
nical Engineering.

Shri Z. H. Choudhury,
Lecturer in Mathe-
matics.

Shri  Purna Sarma
L |
Lecturer in Physics.

Shri B. Chaliha, Lec-
turer  in Science
Chemistry,

Shri T.N. Barua, Lec-
turer in Language.

Shri S. K. Phookan,
Lecturer in Career,
etc.

Shri G.  Mahanta,
Lecturer in huma-
nities.

Shri ]).. ]Saikia, Lectu-
rer in . Mathematics.

Shri D. K. Dey, Lec-
turer in Mechanical
Engineering.

Passed M.Sc. in Ma-
thematics in 1955
in 1st Class and
stood lst.

Passed M.Sc. in Phy-
sics in 1954 standing
6th in Class 11 spe-
cialised in Wireless.

Passed B. Sc. with
Hon. in Chemis-
try, M.Sc. (Tech.) in
Applied Chemistry
carried out research
on the problem uti-
lisation of Indian
Bententis in the re-
finaring of Oil.

Second Class M. A.
in Economic special
paper ‘“Labour Ad-
ministration” in
1953, B. Com. with
special subject *‘Ad-
vanced Accountancy
and Auditing.”

Second Class M.Com,

Second Class M.Sc.
in Mathematics.

BSE. (Mech.)

857

Tecl.nical qualilication

Passed M. E. and E. E.
Course of 31d year in
1940.
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(c)—Yes.
(d)—No complaint against the Lecturer received so far
in this respect. - _
(¢)—Yes. Due to the dearth of suitable quul;hcd sfal.].
( f)—In view of the proposed revision of pay sca.lc, it 1s
expected that suitable qualified staff’ will be available in near

future.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari): With regard
to (b), Sir, may I know whether the cxamination of the Assam
Engineering Institute is equal to the Upper Subordinate or
Overseer course examination ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
:_Education) : I have no information. I can give him the
information later if he likes.

; Shr: RADHIKA RAM DAS: Sir, in answer to the
‘Whether it is a fact that some Overseers are appointed as
Lecturers’ it is said ‘“Yes”. Are they considered qualified to
become professors ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : The problem
has arisen because the salary scale which was prescribed for the
professors was low and so qualified engineers Werc not willing
to come to serve as professors. Now, Government is considering
to revise that salary scale when we will get qualified professors.

Shri NILMONEY BARTHAKUR (Pibrugarh) : Sir,
with regard to () why the Lecturer in language was required to
possess B. Com. degree with special subject «“Advanced Accoun-
tancy and Auditing’’?,

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI :
be necessary ; otherwise it would not be provided for.

It must

Mr. SPEAKER : His point is that the gentleman Is
o L%:turer in Language but his qualifications are shown as A
1zﬂlkludi:;:ic;;g?mm’ B. Com. with Advanced Accountancy atl

Shri BIMALA PROSAD CHAIIHA (Chief Minister) :
These are ?cmal Papers. His basic qualification is MLA. 1n
Economic. “Labour Administration”, and “ Advanced Accoun-

tancy and Auditing” were special papers

Mr. SPEAKER : But the subject taught is language.
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Building Materials for Construction of Lokapriya
Gopinath Bardoloi Memorial T. B. Hospital at
Gauhati.

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked:

173. Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be p‘lcased to
state—

(a) Whether Government has allotted cement, C. I.
Sheets or other building materials at controlled
price for construction of Lokapriya Gopinath
Bardoloi Memorial T. B. Hospital at Gauhati ?

(b) If so, what is the quantity of each items of mate-
rials allotted up-till now ?

{¢) Whether Government is aware of a rumour that
huge amount of building materials supplied by
the Government at controlled price are either
misappropriated or blackmarketed ?

(d) If so, what steps are taken by Government in the
matter?

(¢) Whether Government is aware that the local con-
tractors of the said Hospital buildings filed a
petition alleging that they are not getting above
mentioned allotted materials for the Hospital
buildings at controlled price and are compelled
to purchase the same at higher rates ?

(1) If so, what steps are taken by Government in this
) respect ?

(¢) Whether the nt_:wl‘y clected Secretary of the Manag-
ing Commitice of the said Hospital has made
complaints against t_he outgoing Sccretary regard-
ing misappropriation a}ld malutilisation of the
Hospital materials supplied by the Government
at controlled price ?

(h) If so, what are the steps taken ?

Shri KAMAKH:YA PRASAD TRIPATHY (Minister,
Education, for Minister, Supply) replied :

: S



173. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Controlled building materials were issued from
time to time during the period 1954-1958. Permits for following
quantities were issued from the office of the Director of Gonsu-
mer Goods:

C. 1. Sheets 209 bundles.
Iron Rod 188 maunds.
Cement 2,795 bags.

But accurate figures are not available at present with regard
to quantities issued by Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup, as sotne
relevant records of the Deputy Commissioner’s Supply Office
for this period are now with the police, who scized those records
in connection with certain other cases. ;

(¢) & (d)—Government received an annonymous peti-
tion containing such allegations. It was scnt to the Deputy
Commissioner, Kamrup, for enquiry. He caused an enquiry.
But in the absence of complete records. showing actual quanti-
ties issued, no definite conclusion could be arrived at. ‘urther
enquiries are being made.

(¢)—No.
(f )—Does not arise.
(g)-—No.

(F)—Does not arise.

o (bSh.rl.TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) : With regatd
Dmr;1}t Is stated that some relevant papers of the Deputy
T kno;‘}s?’lor}ier s Supply Office were sized by the Police. May
mous Whether these were seized before receipt of the annony-
Petition, as replied in (¢) and (d), or afterwards ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY (Minister,
ucation) : I will require notice of this question.

in res!llrl RAMNATH SARMA (Lumdiﬂg) - It 1s stated
P dle)ﬁy Lo (¢) and (d) that in the absence of complete records
S Grnte conclusion could be arrived at. The 1ssue register is
wit overnment’ why the register is not ‘made available to
the enquiring officer, the Deputy Commissioner ?

.Shri KA:MAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : There were
two issue registers, one with the Deputy Commissioner and the
other at the hospital. I do not know what the hon. Member is
referring to, but I may inform him that this matter is still under

the active consideration of Government,
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Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West): Why
these figures are not brought from the Police with whom the
records are lying ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Education) : We have instructed that the enquiring officer may
contact the Police and obtain information,

Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY (Moran—Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes): In reply to (¢) and (d), it has been
stated “in the absence of complete records, showing actual
quantities issued, no definite conclusion could be arrived at”.
May I know why there were no complete records ? Does not
the absence of complete records sufficiently justify the charge of
malpractices there ?

Shri KAMAKHA PRASAD TRIPATHI: I admit that
there were, and we are enquiring into the matter turther.

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA : May I know, whether further
enquiries will be made on the annonymous petition submitted ?

Mr. SPEAKER : He said that further enqgniries are being
made. We have finished the questions. There 1s a Bill in the
name of Shri Sarveswar Bardoloi.

(At this stage Mr. Speaker vacated the Chair and the
Deputy Speaker occupied it).

THE ASSAM TEA PLANTATIONS PROVIDENT
FUND SCHEME (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1958.

Shri SARBESWAR BARDOLOI (Titabar): Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, I endeavour to produce a non-official Bill for the
amendment of the Assam Tea Plantations Provident Fund
Seheme Act, 1955, Sir, Tam not a lawyer and not properly
educated In English, but my responsibilities towards the
working classes and my responsibilitics as a member of this
House compels me to place this Amendment before the House.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. Member should
first move the motion and then speak on it.

Shri SARBESWAR BARDOLOI: Sir, I beg to move
the Assam Tea Plantations Provident Fund Scheme

that :
Bill, 1958, be taken into consideration.

(Amendment)

My. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Motion moved is that the
Assam Tea Plantations Provident Fund Scheme (Amendment)

Bill, 1958, be taken into consideration,
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Shri SARBESWAR BARDOLOI (Titabar): I have
brought this Bill for the purpose of bringing Revtain workmen,
who were left out, from within the purvieyw of tl;c Assam Tea
Plantations Provident Fund Scheme Act, g, this Bill is meant
to include those workers, the clerical staff. {he j;;tqjgi labourers
and the medical staff within its purview. = ;. the parent Act
was enacted in 1955, by which workers rcsidin’q in tea gardens
were covered ; but those workers who were not residing in the
tea gardens, viz., the Basti labcurers were excluded - so also
the clerical staff and the medical staff. By my Bijll 1 want to
cover all of them.

' UN]) I—] .3.[-” ;\I:’\R.,
BILL, 1958

_ Sir, this Plantation Provident Fund Scheme Act of 1955,
is a highly beneficial measure for the welfare of the working
classes. It is covering 4,45,000 workers all over the State. At
the present time this is the only welfare Act in the \-\'11_0]0 “1‘
East Asia. This has been a very good picce of legislation of
the Government of Assam ; no category of workers should be
excluded from its scope. Thercfore, by my Bill T have sought to
include them. About the clerical stafl, the Government
and the Labour Unions desire that when most of the tea
gardens have introduced their own sche
for their staff and others are going to do so, the clerical stall
should be brought within the purview of the scheme. Up il
now they have been excluded. So is the case with medical
stafl’ and the Basti labourers. Tt is, therefore, the duty of this
House to bring in an amending legislation so that they may Pe¢
covered by the scheme. If this is done, then according to MY
calculation ahout 1,500 clerical stafl, includine medical 5“}“"
will be b_eneﬁted and about 30,000 tea garden Tabourcrs l'cfsm_
ﬂ%nouttmde the tea gardens will also benefited. There ﬁ;‘;;;)
They €a gardens where the labourers come from the i
c Y are not covered, Now we have seen a tendency .
omg to teg 1 ks £ e Wk e, O R Q’Ood s1gn
Ut it is iy g?-;l‘t en works from tl}c Bastis which is a g s are
Staying i, tp actice for a long time that some labourc -
labourers co ©. tea gardens and some staying in Bastis © ow
have scen E‘:)ng from Basti and working in the garden e
ikir IabOurer;n My own experience that about 700 ‘tl?l-lola
Methoni ang Numlg working in the gardens, €.g8., I-{‘z};uglowl};
Increasing, They Vf.rﬁladl Tea Estatcs, their _numb(;l linéludecl
: so b ed i ;
in this scheme. Ift] eal _be bencfited fhthcgqsiiclal—;ourers
are included, whic Wiudemcal staft an? %OCOU(S g, o
think, Rs.12,00,000 v, 1, c0me to about =%

Il be lated and this will benefit
the tea gardcn workers tq 5 3@”;&; cxtent, At present the

mecs of provident fund
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accumulation under this scheme 1s about Rs.5,32,91,863 and to
this approximately another Rs.12.00,000 will be added.

Sir, I have included another amendment, that is, about
recovery. Regarding recovery of the money in the main Act
we have scen that the recovery portion is not perfect. There
is a Court case acainst the Brahmaputra Tea Company
previously owned by Mr. Haridas Mundhra, This Company
has not deposited more than Rs.2,00,000 of the Provident I'und
and cven the deduction from the wages of the labourers to this
Fund have not been deposited.  What is the machinery for
recovery ? There 1s a Court casc. We had to make some
arrangements for recovery and that private arrangements had
to be made. So. the Aci should provide scope for recovery
along with punishment with fine and imprisonment for failure
ol depositing the moncy recovered.

Sir, another amendment, I have included is to activise the
primary committees. T'he primary committees under this Act
were created in 1958, at the time of the introduction of the
ccheme but the primary connmittees are not active, they are
not functioning, there is mno sittings and no records, so the
enthusiasm at the time of creating these commitices has been
diminishine. [ we cannot keep the enthusiasm than the
situation may be altered ; so to keep the enthusinsm  going and
workers are made responsible for the Act and the fund the
primary committees should be activised.  Thevefore, T suggest
here that at least there should be one sitting alter every two
months of these committees and there should be proper record
of the proceedings.

Another thing, T would speak about is Pass-Books. Now,
labourers are not awarc of their total accumulation. There
were some statements of accounts sent 10 the Unions and
managements which were not properly civculated and it was
not possible for the Unions to circulate. Besides these, their
statements of accounts were not sent (o all the gardens. The
accumulation should be knowun by the subscribers; ifit is not
known by them there mav  be misunderstandine.  Actually
there is already some amount of misunderstanding prcvailing
even now. There arc some propaganda that they do not know
where the money 18 kept and what is the total amount of
money accumulated at the end of a year to each worker. So,
there should be Pass-Bool:s by which they should know their
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own account of that year and thetotal amount accumulated
upto that year. Of course, it is not also possible to give
accumulation figures to about 4} lakhs of labours monthly. So
I suggest that accumulation should be known to them at least
once a year. Ifitis known to them at least once a year then
they will know not only of a particular year but accumulation
up till thatyear. So, this Provident Fund Amendment Bill is
necessiated for all practical purposes. There is no reason why
certain sections of the workers in the tea industry should be
left out. It is also a fact that now we are aiming at a Socialistic
pattern of Society and also a Welfare State. A Welfare State
and a socialistic pattern of society should see that formation
of capital by the same methods. ~Sir, I have stated that an
amount of Rs.5,32,91,863 have been accumulated in this fund
up til now. This in the State of Assam is an wonderfull
aChleV‘?m(‘-I}t- To this amount if another Rs.12,00,000 or so 18
added it will be a big figure and from vyear to year it W!
mcrease. I'rom this, not only the State but the labourers wil
be greatly benefited.

. ST, the  situation which we have witnessed, specially m
thg?:ri:xssa]rlr}a 1s that when labourers become old and 11:2‘:2
from village 15, ieft to them to live on and they have 0
ey age to Vll!age begging to eke out a living. NO“C’I il
5 @ Provision against begging. This will protect the old a

infir 3 1 - i
m frc_)m starvation and from many calamaities. So t
measure is g necessity,

1) a'gal’lda

Anothe
r'n 8
ece be

i sity i : i-pro
in the ssity is that of measures for anti-pr

tea gardens against this Act. In 1955 it may

rtunately they were book
current going 012,. So, the system of pass

- . urers
who areu;tégn of pass book, the inclusion of olth;:tra lal;: e
important Covered and inclusion of clerica

56 ;T brige - ) < . to include

ao 8 In thig g . Bill with a view tO
ol lhfze F‘}lntSHnamelY,rﬁgél()c};grgi’es introduction Pf pags-bOOks
ctc. £t 1 hope this Ky Wiy be accepted by this House and
a great thing will thereby he done towards the workers.

With these words, Sir, T resume my seat.
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Mr. DEPUYY SPEAKER: Motion moved that the Assam
Tea Plantations Provident Fund Scheme (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1958 be taken into consideration

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): M.
Deputy Speaker Sir, I, quite appreciate the move for which this
Assam Tea Plantations Provident Fund Scheme (Amendment)
Bill, 1958, was moved by my friend, Shri Sarveswar Bordoloi.
But we also find that another Bill of a similar nature has been
introduced by the Government. 1 do not understand this.
When notice for introduction of the Bill of Shri Bardoloi was
given, Government could have informed him that they were
also contemplating of bringing in such a measure. Or even at
the introduction stage of the Bill Government could have
taken the House into confidence and stated that they were
proposing to introduce a Bill of a similar nature. ‘That would
have saved a lot of the time of the House, and would have
relieved the Members of the tedium of discussing, the same issues
twice. Butif the intention 1s one of giving Mr. Bardoloi a
chance of playing to the gallery, that is a different matter. ;

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It may be that Mr. Bardoloi
had already given notice of his Bill before Government could
have time to prepre their Bill.  Now, what has the Minister
got to say P

#Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY (Minister,
Labour) : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, when Mr. Bardolo1 introduced
his Bill we were also thinking of introducing a similar Bill, but as
you know Sir, this is a concurrent subject and as such we have to
get the concurrence of the Government of India before actually
introducing the measure. Now the Bill has been drafted and
we naturally sent it to the Government of India for their con-
currence, but unfortunately that concurrence did not arrive
till the other day. As a matter of fact we were not sure
whether we would be able to introduce the Bill in this session,
but luckily the Government of India’s concurrence did come
and so wec have now introduced the Bill. That is the reason
Sir, why we did not take the House into confidence
before we actually know whether the Government of India
will give their concurrence or not, but it is certainly not with
a view to give Mr. Bordoloi a chance of playing to the gallery,
that we did not take the _I-Iqusc into confidence earlier.

Now, coming to the Bill 1ts§1f, I am glad that Mr. Bardolol
has focussed our attention to this question ; the points he has
raised are important. Asa matter of fact all these points are
also included in the Government Bill, and as Mr. ~Bardoloi
himself admitted that he is not lawyer, therefore, his drafting
#gpeech not corrected. -
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may not likely be as accurate as the Gov_cri?ll]{l«':!lt. draft. That
is so, Sir. In matters of law (JO".’CI']]II]CI]t‘ t-t[_t:s_ pPains to sec
carefully so that there may not be any L(}‘l.l_l]lblulu' l;}{cr with
regard to terminology, ctc. '111‘3"(‘{“1',“3 [ ccl that it “would
be wise on the part of Mr. Bordolo1 to xnlhdra\‘v his  Bill
because the Bill which has been intrqdu(ttf(l by the Government
is more comprehensive, better drafted _i'lllll vetted 'l)y the
Legal Remembrancer as well as by the Government of India,
it will serve his purpose better. All the points he mentioned,
for instance inclusion of clerical and medical  staff, these
things are there in the Government Bill. As also other points
where he used the words busty labourers or workers, these are
included in the Government Bill but in more technical terms.
Then with regard to recoveries, we have also included that
in this Government Bill.
Then with regard to other points raised by my friend Jike
ass-books and other such things, I think these are matters
to be laid down by rules rather  than by Act. Relevant
tiles will Be made in this regard. 1 understand also that
there is a Trust Board which manages this Fund. Now, this
rust Board considered that if the information is communicated
to every labourer in the Basti the cost involved is prohibitive,
tremendous amount of money would be spent for giving the
information and so they thought it wisc that instead of spending
the money in that way, it would be better to retain it and give
it as dividend later on when the labourcer retires. This is the
position, Sir, and in view of what I have said I would request
Shri Bardoloi to withdraw his Bill so that the Government

Bill may be passed.
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ycs, Mr. Bardoloi, do you
agree to withdraw your Bill ?

#Shri SARVESWAR BARDOLOI (Titabar): Sir, T have
attentively listened to what the Minister-in-charge has said and
I have also got a copy of the Government Bill. Since therc is
enough time for putting amendments, I am prepared to with-
draw my Bill. T entirely agrec that the Government Bill 18
more comprehensive and I will have more scope for  placing
amendments. I am very glad that most of the points raised by
me are included in the Government Bill, so I think, it would
be better to allow the Government Bill to be passed by this
House. So I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion,

(The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn),

*Speech not corrected,
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Motion to consider the critical situation created by the
sharp rise in prices and short supply of foodgrains
in the State

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Mr.
Deputy Specaker, Sir, I beg to move that, this Assembly do now
take into consideration the critical situation created by the sharp
rise in prices, and short supply of food grains in the State. Sir,
there has been a sharp risc in prices of practically all articles of
daily use during the last two months.  Of course this rise 1is
not a phenomenon  peculiar to our State alone. We find
that there is a rise 1in prices of essential commodities in  the
whole of India. But in our State this rise is of a peculiar nature.
If we comparc the price of sugar which was ruling in
January and February with the corresponding period of
the previous threc years we will find that the price of sugar
has bzen going up steadily, and 1n certain areas during
the months of February and March, it has gone up beyond
our imagination. In Shillong sugar was sclling at Rs.1-15 per
seer, at  Gauhati and Dibrugarh the price was bct}-\feen Rs.1-10
to Rs.1-12 per scer and in some other places the price of sugar
became almost prohibitive.  In a country w.hose economy 1s
based mainly on agriculture the price of ngrl.cultural produces
gencrally comes down just after the harvesting season. But
Dere in Assam just after harvest the fall in the price of
agricultural products was not as ‘sl_mrp as was expected. In
spite of this we find that the condition of_ the peasantry has_nqt
improved at all, rather they are more  impoverished. This is
mainly duc to the _lxigh cost of_ production and rise in the
general level of prices which hit the peasantry hardest. If we
E;omparc the parity of prices reccived by the farmers with the
prices paid by them, we will find from tI}e Government figures
that in 1950 it was 108 per cent. by taking 1944 as the base
year. In 1951 it was 116 per cent. and then it gradually
came down to 97 per cent 1M 1954. We have no figures for
1955-56, thanks to the efliciency of the Agl‘lcultural- Department.
But in the early part of 19571t came dowrfli to_ 957 per cent.
Sir, in 1954 it was 97 per cent. ; in the first half of 1957 it
came down to 957 per cent. and sevenf mor‘lths after, it came
down to 95 per cent. That shows our arrr;lels are getting less
but spending more for production due to t & Sgcneral rise in
prices and this is a general phenomenon 1i i 1 .tate. Furth_er,
Sir, in our State there was short fall in agricultural production

the transport difficulties are the main

and this couple with < 2
contributory factors which effected a sharp rise in the prices of
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all foodstuffs. If we take all the factors into account we
will find that this unusual rise in the cost of foodstulls in our
State as also the general short falls in the production of food
grains are due mainly to failure of the Government to take
adequate and necessary measures for increasing agricultural
productions curbing the anti-social activitics of the speculators
in foodstuff, checking inflation and such other mcasures.
Sir, we are told that the First 5 Ycar Plan was suc-
cessful and that we became sclf-sufficient in food, but now
the Government of India have admitted that a huge a quantity
of foodgrains has to be imported every year. The Govern-
ment are shy to admit that inflation is there, but inflationary
tendencics have expressed themselves at present, and this 1is a
general phenomenon throughout the —country. The other
factor is that Government are reluctant to import foodgrains
due to shortage of forcign exchange. Then again Sir, the
inability on the part of Government to deal sufficiently with that
section of the commercial community who for their inordinate
greed speculate in foodgrains and other foodstuff sct all the
plans of the Supply Department at naught. I[ we analyse
all these things, we will find that this rise in prices 1s (.l;lc
mainly to the defective policy and decfective planning {)f{ e
Government and therefore, Government should b¢ }11; cclitliﬁi-

ponsible for this rise in the price of important com :cultural
~ 1R 5 . » B 4 : r'1c C

Take for instance, the cuestion of increasing . ag i

products by taking such measures, as  irrigation -

cultivation, planned scientific farming, ctc- Our govg?dﬂcg;
?:Lr((?;1 quite innocent of such schemes. But cvel ml -ﬂlcc aﬁficul
wide-sprea i . st Bengal, the af =

pread drought in the whole of West g * West Bengal

tu}i‘_alhproduction in the district of Birbhulfln % hcreased to 43
S ! . : as increascd 1O
usually yielded 30mds. per acreo to better irrigation

maunds per acre. This is mainly duct

facilities. of food

] in the production

_But here in Assam the short fal ment. We have
grains is due to faulty planning of the Govern cae also been

not become sclf-sufficient in food and this fact arty. But,
gfgimlt_ted by some of the members of th% ;:uhdng Igur Second
1 we 1gnore this important uestion O QO ent have
Five Year Plan wilF fall into %ieces. The Gg‘c’)(;’,ll;rr;r?ssion, ané
been warned several times by the Planning G‘ mmission that
Fh;?l E.Conon;lsts who advised the Plannli}gﬂ eoplnn does not
inflation will be a re Al S
ular phenomeno . ;

work out according t% ithe Epeciﬁcatioﬂs laid down, but no
attention was paid to that. The Planning Commission  has
stated —“There is always a certain lag between the creation of

o A
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new incomes and the increase in available supplies on which
they can be spent.  Yet a development programme cannot be
abandoned or scaled down at the first appearance of difficulties
or bottlenecks. A measure of risk has to be taken. This means
that there must be corresponding preparedness to adopt physical
controls and allocations as necessary, and these controls and
allocations, as expericnce has shown, cannot work unless they
form a fairly integrated system. Nor can they successfully
function witnout a psychological preparedness on the part of
the people, and for this, necessary  climate of opinion and
understanding has to be created”.  (Page 39 of the Report).
It is therefore, quite clear that the Government have failed to
create a condition of psychological preparedness in the minds of
the pecople because of  ther defective planning. Now, Sir,

want to quote a portion from the Memorandum of the Panel
of Economists, Planning Commission, para 11—“Undertaking
of deficit financing may itsclf change the situation unless
countcracted by a rapid pace of development or by international
conditions. ‘e fecl it necessary to suggest, thercfore, that the
strictest watch on the situation and if any indication of infla-

tionary pressure develops it must be met and suitable action

taken to keep it under check.”

Now, Sir, we find that the inflationary trend was
expected cven by the Planning Commission. The panel of
experts in the planning commission warned against it, but no
action appears to have been taken cither by the Government
of India or by our State Government. Neither our Government
ogestion in this respect and as such no measure

offercd any sugg
whatsocver was taken to meet this situtation.

Regarding import of foodstufl’ we find that the Govern-
ment are reluctant to import food-grains from outside. It
1id that there is a shortage of foreign exchange, and that our
of foreign exchange cannot be utilised to import food-
grains, but it should be utilised to import capital goods. Sir,
even though we may agree in principle to give priority to
oet capital goods, the fact remains that unless we make the
country self-sufficient in food, unless we give food to the people,
who will work for building up these projects for which the
capital goods arc required ? ‘The primary duty of the Govern-
ment 1S (O supply enough food to the people. Here the
Government of India orour Sta.te Government have shown
their reluctance, indifference and ineffectiveness. Sir, it was also
recommended by Shrl V. K. Rao of the Delhi School of
Fconomics that the speculators were taking advantage of
the fluctuating situation of prices and that these speculators

15 S
reserve
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would never help maintain stability of the market price and
therefore he recommended (hat proper measure should be taken
against this section ofthe mercantile community, But it appears
that no steps have been taken in this dircction. If we take a
particular item of Commodi[}', for C.\'EU”I)](', sugar, we all know
that there is a surplus stock of sugar to the tunc of 11 lakh
tonsin India and the production is going on increasing.
Still there is short supply ; perhaps you remember that the
members of the Indian Sugur Mills ~ Association sought the
permission of the Governmecnt of India to export sugar. This
permission was given., But the international price of sugar
was lower than the internal price and thercfore the traders

demanded a subsidy from the Government which was, of course,
refused.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Ministe.r,

dllcatiOn): About sugar, Sir, there was a full (11‘(‘5.‘_; debaie in

the Houge the other an. So it would be better if the hon.
Member confines his speech to food situation only.

Shri NILMONEY BROTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): I am
mentioning it just to illustrate the point and to show how the
speculators arc thriving. In spite of this our ruling authorities
are not doing anything. It is understood, Sir, between the Ist of
January 1958 and the 20th of February, 1958, 171 wagons of
sugar have been received in Gauhati as against 137 wagons of
sugar received in the corresponding period of the previous
year. Such was the case with Karimganj, Tinsukia and
Dibrugarh where greater quantitics of sugar were received.

ow the point is,—why then this scarcity of sugar ? It must
e due to the activities of a section of traders—the speculators,
¢y wanted to create an artificial  scarcity by taking
advantage of the transport and wagon difliculties.

holdN(;IW this is also correct in respect of other foodstuff. We
ave the overnment entirely responsible for that. They
art] thglven a long rope to this class of people to pull,
o 15 .°Y are pulling it alright. For example, the decision
i ha.lntam a  buffer stock of 10 lakhs maunds of paddy

the State was taken as carly as November 1957, u1’:
two. months .later, that is, on the 29th January, 1958, the
maximum price of rice and paddy was fixed by a notification

in the official gazette, Thus there was a delay in  starting the
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actual procurement and the result was that the speculators
took advantage of this delay and made substantial purchases at
comparatively lower prices.  When the price was low the
traders made purchases and hoarded it. Now if one examines
the price list one will find that the maximum price of winter
rice was fixed at Rs. 184 per md,, and maximum price of winter
paddy was fixed at Rs. 10°5 per ind. Now we find a disparity in
the price of winter paddy and rice. If the price of paddy is
fixed at Rs. 105 per md., the price of rice from that paddy
should not have been fixed at a price higher than that of Rs.15'4
per md. Morcover no retail price was lixed and thus we gave
a long rope to thehoarders. "They sold their hoarded stock at
higher retail prices and simply because of this disparity they
made an extra profit of Rs. 3 per maund. '_1‘1115 1s a a conclusive
proof to show that the Government are entirely responsible
for this state of affairs.  But itisnot enough to lay the blame
on the Government alone. A solution of the problem must be
ound because the food problem is not the problem of a
particular party. Weshould neither think  that this problem
is a temporary one, it is a chronic problemn of our country.
Unless and until adequate measures are adopted to produce
more food this crisis will remain permanent.  We should take
two types of measures, one short term and thecother long
term. Under the long term measure should come the basic
problem of food production and distribution. It is essential
that the economic condition and the mode of production of
thosc who produce food grains must be enquired into and
improved. We find here in this State all the arable lands
are not yet brought campletely under the plough. For exam-

le in the Sisi Mauza therce are about 12,000 acres of very fertile
land available for cultivation. Tor want of proper drainage
that land is unarable, If a small drain or a canal could be
dug to drain out the water to the streamlet Tangani a very
good quantity of food crops could have been grown. The
land is so fertile that it would not require any artificial manure
or anything of that kind. For the next seven years to come it
would have been onc of the best lands for cultivation. Rough-
ly estimated that area would have given us fcod-grain  to the
tune of about 2¢ lakhs maunds. OQur Embankment and
Drainage Department and  the Agriculture Department only
prepare paper schemes. Proper survey has not been undertaken
to find out such lands. We find that all the measures that
have been taken by the. Government are simply meant for the
decoration of ourlibraries. ‘They are of no real value. The
Adhiar Protection Act and the Ceiling on Land-holdings Act
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are in our OStatute Book, but the peasantry did not get
any benefit trom all these. It is only the middlemen who
got the benefiit. Large scale eviction is continuing unabated
on one side, while transfer of land in order to evade the
operation of the Ceiling on Land-holdings Act, went on surrep-
titiously on the other. These two processes together accentu-
ated the problem of landlessness. Where the peasantry got
evicted the lands were kept vacant for a period. There was an
attemipt to get rid of the right of occupancy of the old tenants.
Therefore, the Government must bring in a comprchensive
land reform legislation so as to give land to the real ullers
in order to bring the entire arable land under the plough and
if possible to bring the non-arable land under the modern
scientific method of cultivation. The Government of course
have taken certain reclamation schemes at Kaki, Subankhata,
Philobari, etc. But if we examine these reclamation schemes,
we find" that a huge sum of money is being wasted
as some of the areas are full of sand and pebbles while others
are arid lands and are not fit for the cxisting pattern of
cultivation. Though the Government have been spending
lakhs of rupees on them, it has not becoine possible to cultiva-
te those lands. The failurc of the Subankhata Scheme has
earncd notoriety for the Agriculture Department. The money
spent on this reclamation schcme conld have been given to the
needy agriculturist to purchase plough catile during the culti-
vating season and thus our production would have increased to

some extent.

After land the most important point is irrigation. The
natural drought visits us intermitently as in other States and
as a result there is picture of famine at places. To fight
drought comprehensive measures should be taken, of which
the most important one is irrigation. If we have irrigation
facilities we may have no difliculty for cultivation, Ior irriga-
tion we do not need big projects like Vakra-Nangal, Damodar
Valley, etc. We have rivers like the Brahmaputra, Subansiri,
Dehing, Beki, Kapili and many others. We should have
only irrigation canals from those rivers, which do  not
dry up during the winter. If necessary, in certain  arcas
water can be stored up to make irrigation effective.
Through aflorestation also we can overcome c_lrought to
some extent. Our TForest Department is not alive to the
situation. I find that there js no co-ordination bet-
ween the Agriculture and Forest Departments:
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Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATH] (Minister,
Education): Does the hon. Member suggest that only canal
system would be suflicient and not reservoirs ?

Shri NILMONEY BARTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) : Canals
are to be made particularly from those rivers which do not dry
up during the winter and where the level is almost the same as
of the canal, and where the level of the rivers varies there should
be reservoirs at places from which water can be taken through
irrigation system. In some cases we find that the level varies
from 6 feet to 8 feet.  So, il canals are of proper dimension and
if there can be sufficient number of reserviors of water then
to some extent the situation can be met in order to fight the
drought.

We have ruthlessly destroyed our forests. In plantation
of forests Government look to only one aspect of the thing,
thati1s, to get commercially I)I‘Oﬁlf.ll_)lc t_'mber, and so they
pariicularly those trees \}-'lnch bring money. 7The
reserved forests should be well distributed throughout the State
and if necessary some quick growing spccigs of trees should be
planted so that the humidity c;m‘be maintained 21:11d thus
drought may be successfully fought. After taking such
methods of irrigation. taking up more land reclamation schemes
and giving land to the real tillers we can expect to step up
our food production to some extent.

The other most important aspect is intensive cultiva-
tion, that Is, increasing the yicld per acre. In:our State
the yield per acre 1s very low, I think, the lowest in
the world. So, it is necessary to take all possible steps to
increase our yield per acre, by which alone, we can increase
our food production. To ;Lcl_lipvc this, we should in the first
place popularise the usc of improved varicties of seeds which
give a greater yield and such varieties should be made available
to our peasantry. Bqt at present the Agriculture Department
have not confined their attention to the wurgent duty of distri-
buting improved varicty of‘s_ccds in  all the arcas. Whatever
they arc doing so far, im this respect 1s practically serving no
lasting purposc. T_hcrcfo_l‘C, _ Intensive measures should be
taken to produce high vyielding varieties, and such wvarieties
which do not give better yicld should be climinated. Our
Agriculture Department  have been popularising among the
peasantry the use of chemical fertilizers. It is perhaps not
known to them that chemical fertilizers ultimately do more
harm than good to the 501.1. So, it is better not to use chemi-
cal fertilizer unless it 15 used judiciously, as it ultimately

plant
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destroys the soil. Natural organic manures or any other better
kind of fertilizer should be introduced which give double or
trebleyield. We do not find that peasantry have been given
practical demonstration about the efficacy of the Japanese
method of cultivation which gives better yield with lesser cost.
This should be widely done. T think this Japancse method
has been demonstrated and practised only in the areas covered
by community and octher Development  blocks. So, the
Department will do better if the Japanese method is popularis-
ed throughout the whole State “and I have no doubt that if
this method is properly demonstrated and explained  then all
the peasants would accept it.

__Another difficulty ‘which our peasantry has to faceis the
qlﬁiculty of communication, Unless facilities for communica-
tion are extended to those arcas which grow foodgrains the
general price level cannot be lowered. The transport diflicul-
ty 1s a major factor which is responsible for high price in food
grams. Insome cases the cost of transport of foodgrains 1is
equivalent to its price per maund. Some times 1t so happens
that foodgrains “are to he carried by boat for some distance
and then again by truck or bullock cart for some distance and
thus the cost of transport maunts high and thercfore the price
level of foodgrains does not tend to  come down, and as a

result the consumers are to  suffer., So, unless communication
specially in those areas where foodgrains are grown is improv-
ed we cannot expect the price to come down.

Another point to which T want to draw serious attcntion
of the Govermentis that Government should encourge forma-
tion of producers’ co-operatives. After the harvest the peasan-
try is torced to sell a part of their produce at a low price in
market and thus the peasantry stands to lose very much. So,
if producers’ co-operative societics are encouraged by the
Government and all possible help given to them the peasants
may help themselves during the planting scasons when they
have to borrow money at a great stake from the “Mahajans

and may sell their produce at a price profitable to them as well
as to consumers.

Therefore, Sir, if genuine co-operative marketing socicties

are organised by Government on the one hand and if the
peasants themselves form producers’ Co-operatiVe on the other,
they can advance money 1o the needy cultivators and the pro-
duce can be sold to the " Government or to agents appointed or

approved by the Government at 4 price so that a uniform price
may be mamtalned_ throughout the year.
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Now, Sir, for all these it is necessary that the Agriculture
Department  should be  overhauled. I think the ancilliary
(](:l)zu'(n]cnl_\‘ should be lil_‘lgt'd with il. ‘This 1S lllC pl‘ilL‘tiCC \\'ilh
the Government of India and also with the United Nations
Organisation. The Government ol India, have a separate
Ministry for Food and Agriculture. Thercfore, Sir, all the
allicd departments should be tagged to our Ministry of Agricul-
ture. Ior instance, the Veterinary Department is very much
dependent on the Agriculture Departiment and wvice versa. Our
Veterinary surgeoen lay greater and greater cmphasis on the treat-
ment of the discasc of dogs and horses. Except a few tca gar-
den managers nobody is interested in the treatment of dogs and
horses. So, the main function of the Veterinary Department
should be to improve the beeed of our cattle, particularly plough
cattle, to carry on rescarch work on the diseases which are pre-
dominent among our plough cattle. For instance, our cattle
aenerally sulfer fror hump-sore, {oot-sore, rinder pest, clc.

Me. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think these things can be
discussed at the time the Veicrinary budget comes up for discus-
blon.Shri NILMONEY BARTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): But Sir,
these are related to food production and that is why I am
referring to them.

Therefore, Sir, there should be liaison Letween the Veteri-
nary Department .zmcl the Agr'{culturo Department. TIor lack
of such co-ordination, we have tound how our schemes are being
implemented. For cxample, let us take the Grow-More-Iood
Campaign. What has been the net result of this scheme ? This
scheme has been a failure in actual practices It has not been a
Grow-More-I'ood Campaign, it has become a grow-more-files and

row-more-ollicers campaign. We have got more files and more
and more officers, but no food ! Unless we tackle this problem
on a war footing it won’t be nossible for us even to fulfil the core
of the Second Plan. Il all the mcasures I have enumerated are
taken then wecan to a certain extent ﬁgh.t ‘thc ever-growing
crisis of foodgrains. Ior a _!short—term relief, whatever food-
grains we have, must be distributed properly.  For that purpose
T still maintain that cheap grain storcs should be set up in every
area. . ST .
Now, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture flared up
when we suggested that_the_numbcr of cheap grain shops should
be increased. He maintained that Government had enough
cheap grain shops and that they were not meant to distribute all
the foodgrains that we need, but to maintain a level of prices at
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which the common people could buy.

Sir, we never suggested
that through the cheap

grain shops we should introduce complete

rationing in the country. We maintained that the objects  of

these shops were two—firstly, to help the
starvation and who cannot buy at the
some arrangement is made by
buy their foodgrains at prices which are within their rcach,
starvation will follow. The second purpose is that because some
amount of foodgrains will be supplicd through the cheap grain
shops it will have a tendency to force market prices down. For
these purposes, we suggested that cheap grain stores should be
distributed cvenly ; for about cvery five to six hundred families
there should be one cheap grain shop and along with it for
scarcity areas Government should maintain a stock, which can
be utilised if faminc conditions appear there.  Sir, the Minister
of Agriculture has said that ecnough relief” has been given to the
people, enough of agricultural loan has been issucd and there
1s no scope for further improvement. 1 do not hold that view.
I do not think that the agricultural loan that has been distri-
buted to the peasantry is compatible with the requirements. I
feel that more money should be given to the ncedy peasants, so
that food production can he augmented. In those arcas which
were visi.ted by drought or where foodcrops were _d?SIFOYCd by
flood, relief should be given in the form of remission of land
revenue and distribution of gratuitous relief. If these measures
are taken in right carnest I think we shall be able to fight this
Problem to a certain extent. We will of course with our best
effort's solve only a part of the problem because the complete
solution of this problem is linked up with other problems like
mdUStI‘iaIisa:tion, mechanised cultivation, reclamation of land,
iﬁ'ré”a(ie cultivation, etc. Unless greater land is brought.undfﬂ
s n%tOUgh the problem of food supply will always remain. e
this proablpecuhar problem of our country; cvery countrYt 3
S 1;Oem. But if we move on the lines I have sugdgeﬁ ?ns,,
and may CS:OmC extent make good the shortage of foo ngo
maintairf p‘;}lsequentlya_malntam a minimum level of 1)1‘1(:05;1_ b
tives give, blces at auniform levcl, it is necessary that the dir of
_ OVGranntt ¢ Panel of Economists should be taken qut&i )
tionary B EL%\/1((13:&5:111"(33 should also be tak(:l?_ Lo ct};lc:t clxtra—
vagant expen ditl;reni .?for this purpose it is necessal -y'led That
is also the sy .© DY Government should be curtailed. :
Lu8gestion of (e Planning Commission and the Pane

of Economists whe, , il theanIEiIaI:Eﬁﬂg Commission, We find
architectural extravag';mcc occupying the stage in some of the

Governmen(al Plannmgs, Brick, stones and cement do not

people, who are facing
market price. Unless
Government so that they can

S
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make a nation. Grandeur and show whether architectural or
otherwise must needs be curtailed. A great amount of foreign
exchange is provided to the private sector for production of con-
sumer goods. Investments guided only by the profit incentives
cannot lead to a balanced development. This, therefore, should
be curtailed and we should save some foreign exchange on this
account. Unless all these measures are taken in a co-ordinated
way 1t will not be possible for us to force down prices. Only
the aggregate eflect of these nmeasures may lead us to the solution
ol".lllu problem—the problem of food and of the rising spiral of
prices.  Thercfore, I hope Government will take all the sugges-
tions into consideration, realising the gravity of the situation.
The Government do not appear to have given this problem the
importance that it deserves, in as much as in the Governor’s
Address the food crisis was sought to be glossed over. Unless
we lay a greater emphasis on this problem, I believe all our
schemes, plans, reforms, industrialisation, and all the rest will
fall to pieces. TI'ood is the primary neccessity of human beings.
Therefore, before we go in to build the super-structures to which
we are committed, I think greater emphasis should be laid on
food production and proper distribution of foodgrains.

M. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Motion moved: ““This Assem-
bly do now take into consideration the critical situation created
by the sharp rise in prices and short supply of food-grains in
the State™.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchaila): Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, I am thankful to Mr. Barthakur for giving this
opportunity to the Members of this House to express their opinion
about the critical situation which has developed due to rise
of prices of foodgrains. I would have liked that Government
should have brought forward such a motion before the House, so
that we could get a picture of the whole situation, and realised
the extent of the problem, the measures that have been taken so
far, and offer suggestions.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATH! (M:nister,
Education) : The whole Government budget will be intended
for this purpose.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS: Now, the difficulty is that
we have to proceed with the discussion without knowing what
measures have been taken by the Government and what
are their difficulties so that we could have given our suggestions.
However, Sir, as circumstanced, we arc to deal with things
which have been raised by this motion moved by Mr.

Barthakur.
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Sir, it is a fact which cannot be denied that there is sharp
rise in prices of foodgrains ; prices of rice, sugar, dal, atta, flour,
and prices of other essential commodities have risen since a
long time. We are asked by the people why they have to
sell paddy at a fixed price, ziz., Rs.10-4-0 when Government
cannot fix a pricc on other essential commodities of food. We
are at a loss to reply. If we say that there are legal difficulties
they will not listen to us. We cannot but admit that prices
of essential commodities arc soaring high and the price level is
such that it has gone beyond the recach of common man. They
will not listen to any argument advanced by us such as that
it is an all India policy that we cannot imposc a fixed price on
other commodities.

Sir, our Food Minister said yesterday during discussion of
the Governor’s Address that wagon loads of sugar were coming
and the Government have been doing this and that, but the
fact remains that the price of sugar is not coming down. Of
course, it may have come down a little at Gauhati or at Shillong,
but it has not come down in rural arcas, where the price of
sugar 1s soaring high. I want to know what steps the Govern-
ment have taken to bring down the price of sugar (A voice—
Exactly) ? So I want that Govrrament must make sugar avail-
able at a price which can be within easy reach of the common
Ir}llan 1n the vil]z-tgcs. If we cannot do that then we must admit
gfziéi‘?nlé?ze F%)llcd to tackle the problem properly. No amqugg
e, ‘ac 1}35 aT?ut difficultics, legal or otherwise will conv_iléir
uminggtoinacl ey say such arguments will not soothe t'lda
Sugar, Su, ers 15 ’The.y say they want foodstull, Atta, Malda,

) » @t a price which is not beyond their means.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRAS inister
: : £ RASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Educatmn): Atta is selling at Rs. 16 1 (

ser maund.
Shuri
convin:: x?%aKANTA DAS (Barchalla): Now, how can we

: lagers. In the villages 1 lreds of men arc

t 8¢ e villages hundreds ol men
;?gg;i%&i ?‘a}f“Stal'\’ll1g and if we sim?)ly rcly on figures of food
find out causm t,h‘": last year or year before last and do not try to
s of rises in prices that will not give them satisfaction.
Shri KA : o
here to say ablc\fiAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Itis unfan

t St 1 L] 3 L 5 i L
of starvation death i?;n‘:;ﬁzosl;z‘éhcn there is not a single instance
e SAUI?S?ANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
He is speaking of starvation a5, not starvation death.

<
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Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): On the last
occasion, in reply to the Governor’s Address the Food Minister
gave out figures that our production is gradually on the increase
from year to year, but, Sir, if we go to the villages what do
we find there ?" In some villages for 3 months ol the year, about
80 per cent of the cultivators live on their production and for
the rest of the vear tiiey have to take to other avocations to eke
out a living. Is it the result of growing more food every year ?

Sir, if we compare the figures of previous years they will
show that food production is on the increasc. Relying on these
if we say that thereis no food scarcity it would be contrary to
facts because we know that there is food scarcity in the villages.
Thus these figures belie our expectations that the food produc-
tion is on the increase. The villagers want food, Atta, Maida,
rice, sugar, ctc., and not figures. We should go and sce and
appreciatc actual conditions in the villages and we should see
under what difficulties they are in. These figures given by the
Departments shoula be accepted with a grain of salt and not
with enthusiasm that we are self-sufficient in food production.
The hungry faces belie these igures. So, it seems there is some
wrong somewhere in our policy. Government is giving figures,
but the people are starving.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj—North):

You should say—when Rome was burning Nero was fiddling.

Shri MOHI KANTA IDAS : No, I should say, while people

arc starving we arc figuring. (Laughier).

Sir, the Chief Minister said yesterday that he was surprised
that the prices are going up so high. He is a very sincere per-
son ; so he was surprised. He is perhaps not aware of the tech-
nique of the rise and fall in prices of essential commodities.
Sir, prices of things of today will rise tomorrow by tele-
phonic communication with Calcatta and Bombay the previous
cvening., In this way, Sir, prices rise.  If by an cmergent ordi-
nance, all telephonic communications of these black-marketers
with Calcutta and Bombay and other cities are cut off, then,
Sir, prices would not have risen so quickly as is done now. So
Sir, prices rise at the whims of the. black-marketers. It is not
always due to short supply that prices rise, but due to machi-
nations of the black-marketers  Our Leader the other day in
reply to the debates on Governor’s Address expressed determi-
nation to root out black-marketing and deal with corruption
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ruthlessly—this is very good. Panditii, our Prime Minister, also
is reported to have said that all the black-marketers should be
hanged. Our leaders have appealed to them to feel that they
are citizens of India and they have also a duty to others. But,
Sir, they are not citizens of India, they do not owe allegiance
to India but they owe allegiance to their own  asso-
ciation, viz.—the World Federation of Black-marketers—/(loud
laughtzr). They form a class by themselves. They know
no kindness, no mercy, they have no feelings for the com-

3 ~ ~ 1 T
mon man, they don’t care the Government. No amount of

appeal will soften their hearts. The more you appeal to soften

their hearts, the more furious they become. It is said in the
Sastras,—

“BAUTtfE ASlER:, qrEtdty o e 3 as if dm: At g@EFAR
Fam: fam aga7 1 -
(L augh ter)

So, Sir, ruthless measures should be taken to deal with thesc¢
blood suckers. We should not plead helplessness. We shot}_ld
devise ways and means (o suppress these black-marketers. So, SIT
we should be strong enough to deal with these people. Ruthless
measures should be taken not only to suppress them but 10
exterminate them altogether. We should entertain no S?ft
corner for them no cosy chair for them, no friendship with
them. In our treatment with them we should be wvery much
firm. Begxdeg all that T have said. Sir, T would like to suggest
the following—(1 Smuggling beyond the border should be made
impossible by strengthening our border security forces, (2)
Governn}e.nt should examine how to control the prices of essential
commodities, (3) stringent measures should be taken to punish
the black-marketers as was done in war time, (4) list of black-
mz}rketers should be prepared and made hung up In most con-
spicuous places if possible so that the peopiec may know who
are the black-marketers, the blood suckers in our country o
that the people may guard themselves against them, (5) Govern-
ment should seec whether supply of essential food supply can be
made through co-operatives, (6) Government should take all
measures for g_I‘OWing not only paddy but for orowing all varie-
ties of foodgrains, such as Dal, Gram, etc., which are in short
SUPPIY in our State O.ur Agricu]tura] Departmcnt 18 fO]lOWiI‘lg
agricultural activities without any serious thought whether all
kinds of Dals can be grown in = Assam giving the impressions
that production of Dal in our State is not possible and so Bihar

il
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Dals must feed us for all times to come. In this particular as-
pect of the matter, Sir, I may be permitted to say that our
Agriculture Department 1s 2 collosal failure (Hear, hear). So
Government should take immediate steps to grow not only pad-
dy alone but also all other foodgrains. (7) All vigilance
should be kept in the border so that the people from Pakistan
may not come here without visa and thus complicate mere .the
;111_‘(‘3.(1)-' complicated food position in our State, (8) All app]-uq
priatc and timely mecasurcs should be taken so that all lood:
grains may be in continuous flow, (9) Quite a good number of
cheap-grain and Fair Price Shops should be openecd to remove
the difficulties to which our friends, Mr. Borthakur and others
have referred for example, that the cheap grain shops and Fuir
Price Shops do not have the requisite quantity of foodstufls for
the use of the people. If we do not take all these steps and are
bold cnough to fight out black-marketers and punish them
severely, then, Sir, the situation may go ont ol our control and
will envelope all of us—both Government and others and we
will all be doomed.

1 hope Government will give due consideration to all the
suggestions I have made and I can assure them that we the
Members of this House will co-operate with Government for
any stringent measures Government will take (o do away with
black-marketing. .

Thank you, Sir.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj—North):
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to specak a few words about the
food situation and gradual risec in prices of essential commodi-
ties in our State. Sir, we have discussed this subject last year
on the floor of this House. Now the food situation has not
turned bad overnight, the prices of almost all commodities
did not go up overnight save and except sugar at the present
time. It is gratifying to note that it has caught the eyes of
some hon. Members of this House today. I have fto put
forward certain suggestions both short term and long term and
we hope Government will give due ' consideration to these
suggestions.  Sir, we attended a meeting for procurement last
time at Gauhati, and there we discussed whether procuremeﬂt
should be made or not. In the discussions I pointed out by
facts and figures that if the Government statistics given from
time to time and also by authoritative sources which we got
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on the floor of this House are correct, we cannot say that the
food situation is bad. According to thesc figures there was a
surplus of foodgrain in our State and il these figures were correct
there cannot be any shoriage of food. But fact remains that
there is now shortage of food and there was also that shortage of
food in the past. Sir, Assam was never surplus in food, we
had that shortage prior to last war and the deficit was met by the
flow of Rangoon rice which was consumed by 1/3rd of the
population of the tea gardens. LEven before the war rice uscd
to come from outside, and thercfore, taking that into considera-
tion, we cannot say that we are surplus in food. Sir, in the
matter of raising more food in the country we have been
spending too much money, we have taken up various schemes,
but still we arc now not surplus in food, we are not yet sell-
sufficient, from the figures only that are avai able In respect
of agricultural products, we cannot say that wc arc surplus
in food. The Government should thercfore try (o procure
food and keep sufficient stock to meet emergency. Sir, We
have the Grow-More-Food Campaign, big and small i]‘l‘lg"l'uo‘lf
schemes, etc., but still we are not surplus in food. Thercfore 1]1(:1L1
must be some loopholes or defects in the schemes which .s.hou_lc
be examined properly. Unless this is donc our postliont -
another five or ten years to come will remain the same wWE
shall never be self-sufficient in food. We must therefore, try to_
see tl}at by irrigation scheme or by the use of proper fcrtﬂmler%
the yield per acre must be increased. In Japan and other

te . PRHROC & en  TIONC
f}?untnes they have increased their yields by five tnes mthis
an that we have herc in our Sfate. Some steps 1 and
‘rection should be taken to increase our yicld per acr(i)ntIt ;

u iqa 3 &
a;less this is done, we shall not be surplus 1 foo” . gven
S0ITY to say that the tillers of the soil have not beer gduc-

aIlY training ln th ) i . E . l ) ~a] 1)]_~ 1
2 e . - agricultur .
matter of raising thecir ag this direction

tion :
also. t}ggefore, Government should take steps 111 1 the avail
able e vernment should not only try to bring 2 hould also

(o) s 2 " SLC -
w land under cultivation but properl steps > .reasc the

€ take . s :
oS prérand main efforts should be concerted O Inbcchanical
methods, e?(? re of land either by fertilisers OF N
» 3818 being done in other countrics.
Seccﬂldly, _qaid and

he has r; Sir, the o . i

1ght o other T'ood Minister 4
stabilise ]tnﬁly said, thyy facir da:y. th(}i g were meant ?nrgent
should sec i pricgg, oo C%)ncc s1 01*31 bt GovELd
fair price sht Sher ; thtér:I:StanC Citylof, food in any poc et,
taneousl e 2uonldiG Cstaljsi'slialcnl immediatcly Al hould

Y Proper arrangemcrllt {‘;rls 1:3 e of food stufls shou
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be there so that stabilisation of prices may be effected. But in
this connection T may say that from our past experiences, we
have seen that these fair price shops are in name only, proper
quantities ol foodstulls are not given for consumption of poor
people of that area. Only the fair price shops with a sign board
and a lessce won’t do, we should sce that adequate supply of
foodstufls should be given so that the price of foodstuff in
the ncarby market may Dbe stabilised and this is mainly the
responsibility of the Agricultural Depactment to see that there
should be a long term measure in the matter of stabillising the
price of commodities. One of my Friend over there spoke
about the Veterinary Department but the Deputy Speaker
objected to it on the ground that it does not fall within the
scope of the discussion on the food problem.....

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : This subject will be discussed

in detail later on.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj-North):
If we cannot have bullzlocs how our people can be expected to
till there lands. It is secn that distribution of cattle loans was
so very rigid that our common people did not get any benefit at
all out of the cattle loans. It is seen that catile loans as also
the agricultural loans were distributed at a  time when there
was no necessity, so Government while spending money should
sec that at the time of distributing loans steps be taken that
the loans given may be utilised properly and timely by the
loanees and loan should be in the hands of the cultiveiors in time.
Regarding the rise in the pl:ic_e of fogd and other daily necessa-
ries of life, I may say that it is moving in a vicious circle. The
other day these points were discussed with Mr. Tripathi, who
is probably replying this qucstlpn-“Rlse in the price of
food”’ and he said that these prices cannot come down as it
was before the war because there is a dead line for which the
rise in the price of food cannot come down. So only way to
mect the difficuliy is to raise the standard of living and
increasc the carnings of the people.  Sir, 80 per cent of our
population depend on agriculture in rural areas. Unemployment
problem is not so aciutte 11 our State but under-employment is
so acute that unless this Pl'OblemPlS solved we cannot raise
the standard of our people. Thereiore, if we want to raise the
standard of living of our people, the question of under-employ=
ment should be solved all at once,
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Sir, the progress of our major indusirics is not very happy
and I think the position will remain the same for another two
or three years more; therefore, we should at present give more
attention to the small scale industries, cottage industries, etc.
I am not happy with regard to small scalc and cottage industries
also so far expenditure on this score is concerned.  We know
that in other States more protection has been given to these
industries. For example, the Madras Government render a
great help to the weavers and markets are found for their
produce. The Madras woven cloths are much better and also
cheaper than ours in Assam. As far as weaving is conccrned,
we are not inferior to any State. But these are days of com-
petition among the State, therefore, our Government should
also help our weavers, give them facilitics by way of finding
markets for their products and cheap electrical encrgy. The
people who are supplicd with electrical energy by the Damodar
Valley Project pay only 0-2-0 or soper unit so also the same
case applies to the other States but here in our Statc our people
have to pay per unit 0-6-0 or 0-8-0 or more, so unless you can
supply cheap electrical energy to our people you cannot expect
them to improve their products and compete with the other
States in India. Thercfore, there must be protection from the
side of the Government in the matter of supplying cheap
plectric.al energy to our pcople who are doing their cottage
industries, etc. Now regarding risc in the price of daily necessa-
ries, we have scen that in Calcuita and other places, people
can purchase a certain tiing for Re. 1 but here 1n  Assam
for the same article we have to pay Rs.1-4-0 and this high
price here is due mainly to bad communication. As a matter
of fact we have to depend for all our daily nccessar_ies and food
fgoll)l; Othﬁr States, Nearly all our daily nec%s§arles céfht;e ﬁarfg

it purchased and imported from OutS.ldC the State and w .

Sat every commodity in other States is lesscr in price but OU
P60ple here haVC to pay a much highcr price for the same artICIC.
.G‘;frepeople here also pay the same taxecs SO far the Gcntli?l
peoplznlglfecr;:htaxes and other State taxes are concerned 13; to(z

Stabilise the €r States. This is not socialism. We could 1
that we are price of commodities, we cannot, therefore, say
of Cachar Wg}i)lng towards socialism. For instance, take the case
n COInpa,riSOI;3 1;@ we pay 0-4-0 more in price for a commodity
O other places. So far Cachar is concerned,

we py s

P)}’l MOrE ~ hegause of bad communication, Here
“ause  of (he bad communication we
OR this circuitous Link Line. There also we
Section  which remains vulnerable during

/“
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rains. As regards the river communication there also we
have to depend on steamer services which runs through
Pakistan. For about 80 per cent of our foodstuff from Cal-
cutta and other places, which come by steamer we are
to depent on the whims and good wishes of the Pakistan
Government. Sir, there is another matter which is  not
found in any other place of Assam. The river through
which these steamers ply from Calcutta to Karimganj and
Silchar and carries foodstuff become shallow during the
winter and they carry about 20 times less than what 1is
the normal volume of traflic during the rainy season.
Naturally during the six months of winter prices of
daily necessities go up very high, not to speak of sugar
which i+ at present selling at Rs.1-4-0 or Rs.1-8-0 per seer
in some parts of Assam and which is_sellir_lg at Rs.2 per
seer in Karimganj. So if we calculate in this way we ﬁpd
what a big amonnt is being drained away from the district
of Cachar by way ol cxcess payment which can be termed
as indirect taxes. Let me explain, the population of the
district of Cachar is 11 lakhs. Let us divide it into families
and if we take 5 to 7 persons per family, we get about 2
if we payone rupcc more for the pur-

lakhs families and : _ .
chase of our daily necessities 1 a week then it will come

to about Rs.2 lakhs in a week and what will be the drai-
nage per year, Sir ? Roughly speaking we are paying
morc than a crore of rupces as €xcess prices which 1s being
drained away from our district per year. When we compare
it with our opposite number in Bengal and Bihar or any
other parts of the country, our position is very bad indeed.
If we do not do something carly, if we do not 1mprove
our position soon, cven control of prices of foodstult will
not help us. Teople will have to pay 3 or4 times more be-
cause most of our foodstuff and other daily nocessities of
life arc being imported from outside. There are two ways to
solve the problem. One—w¢ should improve the communica-
tion. Here agains so faras the I G.R.N. R.S. N
Companies are concerned _thCY arc p{ilyl_ng tl_lelr stcamers
from Calcutta to Gauhati and to ‘Karimganj and Silchar.
These Companics must be nationalised.  We must not de-
pend on the whims of these two Companies. Sir, some-
times back the Loco Commission made an enquiry and
they came to the conclusion that the freight charged by
these Companies is very high. They said it was abnormal.
Sometimes it was raised 0 90 per cent. First we should
nationalise these scrvices so that it can give better
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services. We cannot depend only on the circuitous Link Line.
Secondly, the other day while discussing the question of
of sugar supply, if I remember aright one or two years back
there had been some trouble like this. At that time we
blamed our Trade Adviser and his Cffice in the matter of
wagon allotment which we considered o be the reason for that
trouble. The other day Mr. Choundhury, our Food Minister,
said that sugar was not a controlled commodity and so no
action could be taken. Sir, we all know a big quantity of
sugar was cxported from this State to North Bengal. = So
far as the legel side is concerncd it may be right.  We may
not stop 1it, but we could }'l‘c}\'c stopped such export in-
direct]y, I mean by controlling the allotment of wagons
which carried away this huge quantity of sugar from this
State. giving rise to scarcity here. We all know in time of
emergency, Government cannot procure one wagon, bllt
some private parties can procurc cven 10 wagons, How is
that possi'le ? This must be found out. I must emphasise
that if there was sincerity of purpose, this export of sugar
from Gaul.ati to North Bengal could have been stopped, and
we would not have heen faced with this problem of sugar
scarcity.

With these few words, Sir, T should say that Govern-
ment should see that the price: come down and the stand-
ard of living of the people in Assam goes up and these sorts
of bungling here and there are stopped. Thereis a gang of
traders who should be always kept under check, these anti=
social persons should be wiped out from the society ruth-

g{iiSSly' I hope these defects will be removed in no distant
me.

wray Bi TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West): St a0zl
TR Afawgm ciw cziata ApT 5wl dwa o cFtal o2feE @
~90.000 BT afye 4ty Gestina afa 77 wilfoer | il ¢l Al A6
9743 j}mwﬂ@ A 7 qifE olfom x Brafis ama S1ES (T 8,9(,380
29 | T Besttir =foe, qute @mFre ee 206,480 B afaw BeAtaT T4

f= =
2 Cﬂ?ﬁ?ﬁ? ARG T E ST P ——— S T S
u@im T A 95 RSty gt Ssfre Tl a4
Planning comr"‘f"-” 2 S @afs dwy Bedtrd FA TS [A6S
RLAC R BN T Crhrramey  catfars Ao 2> ST 5i%g ol
RIRRLLIL 1 2 7=
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Adjournment
The Assembly was then adyourned for lunch till 2 p.m.
(After Lunch)

Shri TARUM SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) : CREIES

MNeT 1 Tedwa Era bpawitd GlWW o ge TR «a A,
Q. Adts Cars ca vl atwmie dwie 7 oaiRa st o
YAFT g 23ts Wi afem 4w Jift fzem SiE Qe atgiRar
A5 A4 2es | o o7 fFEtw Alts [uatm dAfaFaals ofqy I59 9i9g 59
r.\—-ﬁ’?-;mca A4 m(‘; cefzata M3 v 4T 9Pt oftw siftesica atefd
gfate 1 At gu3 Ta-T :ﬁv are TR 4T ABih T FieT uie 9Baig
s 1*7 ’:l'rﬁl[‘} fz ]\’r Stva Aa) iz <37 [Rated d4a Sifiw A 99 @ deTe
AT GfiE wata efme U oz gies | Biffm gadte 499 Fites watats @
qeihe” nr(r(n—,n ot fo=ts *n‘* ST I A S B G N ) o B =
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Atztat At o @z fea fon 499 9ie W W aiFa7 a5e Qicaisa 1
fir qfera e <t #4) al ol @ SR TR AT weEhs 9uEiY-
G | 2[4 Apanam Wisfae diwy edafn @igE v 25le T divasdim
<isfes ofF firata st acst Baim ATt oes T o= 8k Sifvx 315t
Fd | I 5> SEEld SffFcd @ista catelia wf ©leE fRaass Il srewd
Joatawtsl 7FAq Alets Afen fasfs frca (““fben ST4CS ¢FBa (T W% InTe
gi7q BRAMT 7T 90 O BT F (ZeT 9T @B 90 il Ay el 73 F3Iq
At R0 ZIT BA (FW 91 @ieitE i offepfe frw @i o iy
wold 77 O FA09 (SIS CFE @ TFA (e Fhad qrw; e @iue b
ot qvAld Alcst @dle Aifi eiwa $i3s @B 4w aet 1 i T Selsle
Teztvrn OFE » wiaie {3 @ag e AR gk Tak dare cerdte
fafr= f&afs frge @ agam @t AT BeAITT T tatg T el AR T ofee
oea alE watdtare atp A attst | wdik @S Aivasdtm Afwam wiks
cutata Feet @vel ¢a diaa BRAMT FI 0200 CTITE 5aFtg Rafer s wers TR
vz oAfiry | wmrdT GBeE 5F @ AR Retet f1 Rars sawd o catstia
$a 93 At fowds 2% 269 @2 4w | qas aww  wd e
feptzr = owdn gt A T BATlRe (R wa  wcdifIEned
aam wea | (Fe fqwe AT RRST fomtn fem R wwmw A
T @ee facE S 200 afs T Arwe @FaR e o @t B AiA
7 ¢are | AW atd (T [@etd 3@ Gledias owcs (7 a0 ziwE BT T
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Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) : b7 qlda3 339

4fSa 849w A wlis 1 mad bz cafsa Befea atte A A wiehis o =il
a2 cifeacw (wa awe 3fs cota w12 [AfR=ts Al siza Gt ageAcael @9s

aara Afq e AT WE cdfsass Fatr e w3 8w A% 9FUTe
AT A ¢t 557 4q1 sifaa “ifae calezip 9281 pizdtdla a=Este
¢/b Bl IR w=hs oERfiAl aild sawlia iy fagle  (Fital 9%
F4 q7

Shri HARESWAR DAS : will the hon. Member

name those grants ?
Shri TARUN SEN DEKA: I shall supply the names.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
I will also give them letter.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari) : On a point

of information, whether there are lots of waste land lying at
Subankhata forest rescrve ?

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA: ©533ita {1 Reclamation scheme
eATE caca cdfEifE, FIF) ols gdye dfsTra ARItE «¥ rulling g
Foto TEF 4F) gl ghla @B 4T A AR | TAgE Aings frm
ctal Tg 1 gt aptFd, digr <P 8sdiva A 5IFIE@  CF@A.... . ...

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister,
Cottage Iudustries) : fa:la 1902, Afectt oM TqzlF=ey fooae
cq (FfAcaps 4o Tiqcm aig cordte T g Atfage P

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA : z3 &3 91 g9 | (vcan feq Aai=s;
TSl, MEFT 175 ©® Gitg AT, Ff@e1, ¢Fa6 A5 9y, etc., are the
voices)

@ -9eltcaies wifa: e g, 9 1 M wwiE 3f[, ofe (F-wsiicEhs
wE; A% taFEa Bfve  wifgd | ST awfq, wthte Swd <f3 9z
Reclaimed area faiwe (individual) Tifedfs sita stqzs 1 fread
w4 czey (ifdae Atz feqs 729 1 4INET U@t AT Aivs < g

AfeTFa qlTs bawica ASIBEF 436 FECE | THcE YR gwedas a9y
Nf it | paFica oAre AR IEE A MWHET FRtd Ay Afgweid

e (31 Alcd B 496 TR (% (3@ sy P 9ify oot @@ 5w

a1 FofEs Afwam SAAA 4\ T AL, @A @ Gl A B AT
AT eple (AT O GfGS AT (FRET AR @iFa BoAwia e 93Z
wfiry, gaialad @fere AT $UFRT Fird wmw | @fb ot CFATOR
Q8 TR qim  czeg FoB AT A0S e 4 Mz e |

(Bferer Itee)
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1z wtacd w2 w¢ afv sasta w1 Sedida 9z Sifes sincere @,
coraRca  codratcE afora cwda wmg  amial(v e pawaa steca wtfa st
A:F4 Ffa co-operative (sFs fFzad =4 wlea cifgaw a=waa 750m
Aatata s =ed AF  FCAT@ MG GETEEA AT ratsa ciEoh e
Ffaaca Soil test F31 &fbe |  91%F cafcamywas TA9% caziaiw M
fagas fre fam ©foS 1 @t w2 3599 b4=ita 99 F40H 49 W unhs
FITFI A7 FqICA T 29471 AZ qF 9T cv@s HIFIA 4l suggesiion
fasif =nter | @raem zega az9 afw ATFCEl 1EOT 49EACA BAFAI
I Bfa WEF  cerazeA a3 Gaigidl Gl udlEEl Erw o A
GAFRF N FRF @A | @EFEcd 98 pAwtaw 46 a1 23 famea 4B
9A S stz Ffa =z wigm Afaaga @ |

(of=re) atr=)
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o
vy

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : at= g zfafap we% |

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA : 3wy wcoiwn, 40 717
TR CTaS, prier Ao wa o | oA wmogfm w18
MR O3 COI0g T2 W SHG o dAcais A | a7 FaA plgad Fdiz T2

C‘ﬂmzﬁl’ﬁﬂi TINS BT Wi 9ifgE @i 234/ 81 Tl feas {3 alicel
28,90\ BFtT fozas | k!

C1% 7t cafdtana fastcead se cidlal 2
?‘T Wﬁ;@f 93U BF1, UE afgm i win wwn B | 6IeA, oA, ©lF :ﬂﬁ
T TSN 9%q w7 frarfacs i o=t Eiza  Aifeltd | Gl

= el s b |
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Tl 2ta8 92 wamiy o
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(4= Bfaer atcw)
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Sir i%?ti%miiNKﬁR PESLTAGHRARY £ (1,? a‘:ﬁ: Ef)xst
24 . Vital point ? It is that which has e
vitality. Vital pars are thegf(l)r;e very slgnsitzive. When one tou¢

es the V1.ta,1 point of somebody naturally he becomes Very touChSE
and begis to make a stir, So, Sir Iy ¢ not SUI'PI'ISCd tha
towards the latter part of the gop1? 1oday there is a great deal
of stir in certain quarters, §;. 7 till eu t}?t gf thers eticipating in
this debate, but I feel that | éhdulc(l) %n ke certaim points clear
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F The most imporiant thins that has promoted me to participate
in this debateis a statement, however cryptic it may be, made
by our Mimster-in-charge  of Major Industries in answer to

unstarred question No.10Y of to-day. He has made a very
importan statementand I am <lad that he made it : he said
“In the ultimate analyvsis itis the supply position which dictates
the ruling price of a commodity™. This is verytrue, Sir. Itisa
truism in the present context of the capitalist society because
unlike the days off Adam Simth or Marshall, it isthe monopo-
lists who dctermine primarily the trend of prices in the capita-
list world., An.d, therefore, the situation that has arisen to-day
In our couniry is not only a consequence of less production
but also the rfnlsnluvn(:u of mal-distribution and .conlt‘ol of the
world capitalist market by a handful of monopolists. We have
read so many things in books and papers and I can strengthen
it by L‘lhlpl(‘i‘s:lml\'('I‘H(‘s to show that while lakhs of people
die of starvation shiploads of grains are thrown into the ocean or
fed to the pigs because there must be maximum profit for the
monopolist traders. the capialists arc guided not by any sense
of humanitarianism, not by any sense of philanthropy, but by
the theory of aptimum profit. \-\"hcu‘. L]l(‘l‘(‘.f‘()l‘(.‘., we heard that
in India there was over-production of'sugar it did not mean that
our countrymen, whether in towns or villages, were getting
sugar at a cheap price. }thCl_l we were little _bo_ys, we u.scd to
oet sugar at four annas six pies per scer even in interior village,
Lut a few days ago sugar sold at Rs.1-12-0 per seer even at
Gauhati town. Why was t].li:-: ? Because those V\{ho control
sugar market, the sugar kings, wanted the maximum profit.
Similar was the case with regard to cement, cotton and so on.
As they are not foodgrains I am not going to dwell on them
_ now. I wasglad to see the rlghteousﬁ 1ndlgn_at10n of our present
£ Chicf Minister, who, not as an liconomist but as an honest,
simple, ordinary man, expressing his l‘ndlgnauon sa;d,. “If some
goods was purchased at a particular price, how is it that to-
morrow that very thing should b,C, sold at a price, three
times higher ? This is monstrous. — Hc said that this sort of
thing should be suppressed with the determination and strength
that lic at the command of the _Governmept. .

I am glad that he had said so. It is gcnf._rally said that
our present hief Minister 1s a ng’od man, but Sir, tell me the
man’s companion, I shail te%l iyou Wllqt sort of man heis.
(Laughter). Yes, he has bewai ¢d al the rise of price of sugar,
but can T remind him that within one hour he and his friends
collected for the Congress party Rs.1,09,000 at Gauhati. ?

Who were the persons from whom this money was collected ?

al
i
by

B
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Were not some of this peoplec the monopolists of sugar at Gauhati

market ? So, we should not be surprised to see the inactivity of

the subordinates of the Chiel Minister even when  these monopo-
lists create artificial scarcity and raise prices. Should we be very
much surprised when we have secen tihe performances in this
House of our Agriculture-cum-Food Minister? It ;;pptr:'-l‘t:tl
from his statement made vesterday that he is still in the days
of Adam Smith. When we said that these cheap grain shops
should not be there only like symbols, wherc you will find sign

boards with big letters ‘‘Cheap Grain Shops™ and in front of

them another notice board stating that “‘thcre isno rice™ that
does not go to show well! for a welfarc State. According to the
food Minister cheap grain shops arc not meant for supply of rice
and other cereals to anybody and everybody. "The Minister said
that his only aim was that there should be some buffer stock, or

I should say, bluffer stock. (Laughter). When out of 365 days of

the year people do not gct rice in those shops for 300 days what
sort of shops are those ? He brings in a new cconomic theory.
I do not mind if he gets a Doctorate from the Harvard
University. What is the purposc of Government in procuring
something ? I do not mean that there should be rationing

throughout the whole State, but what is the purpose of

procuring ? It is with a view to control the price of the m'u‘kcg,
in other words, that is a check to the trading community s
intransigency. If you do normal profit, you being a capitaiist,
that should be say 5 or 10 per cent. You take that 5 per cent.
or even 10 per cent. With that profit you can carry on busimess,
but if you go to take one hundred per cent of profit then herc
15 a stock that you shall have to face as a powerful compctitor.
Thatis the buffer stock. We always sce it is used thusin
economics. When the relationship between the Government
and the traders is not very smooth when on the one hand, therc
1s planned cconomy in the public scctor and on the other
%}iwate Sector some capalists try their utmost te undcrmlmc
e o e coptmins may oot 20
welfare otate that s o ] ) threat to the
monopoliste | at bufler stock is not only a th nr ali0
a help tDWarIclls order to make them bchave prOpCﬂY ;u 1;(:}0
IS agood dag] those who are in nced. In our coun ry l

of scarcity to-day. Now, when my Eriend,

Mohika i
. n i ‘
Industries Mingz‘te Das, said about starvation, our MEUOI;

that he took hisr“t’as 80 touchy about the word “starvaliono
starvation death, | g0 2and protested that there was

: do n : - i5 guilty but I say
he is touch > Mot say his conscience is guilty but 1¢
¥- One thing, Sir, that there isno starvation death

P
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in the sense of death  [rom bulletshot ; but do you think a
starving person dies just like a Dorik shot at by a gun ? I shall
not be surpriscd if the Government claims that no man in Assam
dies of cholera, or small pox, malaria, etc. and that the only
cause of death in Assam is heart failure. If one instead of getting
two meals hardly gets one and instead of getting cereals gets,
to use the words of Mr. Sangma, while he was only a Member
and not a Minister, “jungle roots” and “Kachus” then the
tood becomes  poisonous and he consequently dies. Will it be
wrong to describe such  death as being due to starvation ?
A man wiho dies lor want of suilicient calories, vitamin and
f}thcr essential ingredients in his food, the man does not die
immediately but he dies slowly and that is due to mal-nutrition.

Sir, we feel very much concerned about this food problem.
Not only that itis very acute in_our State but it has got a great
bearing in our Second Five Year Plan. We have seen the
beginning of the Plan. We have made certain big promises and
we have great expectations. Now, we find that our Plan faces
certain difficulties. These are due to the rising prices of almost
all the commoditics. The estimated cost of the Plan consquently
is going up as our foreign ecxchange reserves have dwindled and
also due to the lack of internal resources. Acute food shortage
has largely caused many arcas bordering on famine conditions,
There has been deterioration of the living condition of the
masses in almost ali sectors of our economic life. These are all
ominous manifestations. So, we find that our Second Plan
itself is going to face a crisis and when this acute food position
is onec of the factorswhich is creating this crisis, we cannot take
it quite easily. Besides, there 1s the bravado of saying that in
this democracy no man will die of starvation. As my Friend,
Mr. Das hassai’ fiourss and words do not satisfy our stomachs.
That is the trouble. You made big promises, but let
us sec whether vou are true to your promises. My Friend
Mr. Borthakur quoted from the Gazetie of January 29th in
which it is said that in pursuance to the Government of India’s
order this Government has passed an order and they have
fixed the price of paddy and also of rice—the price of rice was
fixed ot Rs.18'14 Npin Gauhati, but what is the prevailing
price there now ? From where can you get rice at Rs.18'14 Np
per inaund ? This shows, Sir, .that Governnient figure is one
thing and reality is another thing. I do not mind if my Friends
on other side of the Housesay that 1 am harsh, but I'say that
most of ihese Government figures are bogus—the figures of
one Department do not tally with the figures of another
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Department, the figuresof this year do not tally with the
figures of anothcr year. Why is it ‘fike this 2 It is so bccause
you first made out a formula, you say we should create a slogan
that food production is growing—as my [riend Shri Tarun Sen
Deka said at the beginning th t therc was a slogan from
Delhi that we are completing the First Five Year Plan success-

fully and that we have done things  successfulls
Why this was so0 ? Because there was an  Blection, just
bCI(DI“C []l(: }L!(:Cli()ll there was a ¢rv  for (lt:ilj_'- l;;.j:',‘ illlllf’.i and

’Lh'fl[ still bigoer things would be  done by our Governmeit. In
this way the drum was beaten with the maxiiinum wmount  of
force that the Tirst Five Year Plan has become  a grand success,
that we arc marching ahcad with industrial development of the
country under the First Five Year Plan, what ~Soviet Russia
could not do in 30 yeurs we  are able to do in 10 years and
that too with non-violence ; without class struggle and
without bitterness, we arc going to win over the black-marketers
just like fwla @449, ctc., ctc. But after the Elcction is over
what do we find ? There was a cry, ““Oh ! all our calculations
are wrong, we have miscalculated our Iirst Iive Year Plan.”.
And now, when the Sccond Tive Year Plan was started you
said ‘‘to make the Plan asuccess, we must lay stress again on
agric_ulture and  agriculture again  and so on. Well,
Sir, if you havesolved all your problems three years ago
how then your problem is making you restless to-day ? Itis so
because you did not really solve your problem at all
Yes, you did not solve the problem of thc mass
people : the only thing that you did is that you do mnot
want the peopleto know the facts. Of course you can fool all
Pe?ple for some time you can fool some people for all times,
bI;L you cannot fool ali people for all times!How can ye
SOTVe your problems if you are not sincerc about your professec
?l?'hc-m’SJ about your deficiencics. You said, the first cse‘pntml
tb(IJI:lg 1{’(;30 produce more, that there must be more 1)37051.UCE(1)"’_{111§(‘:
il T)hzv?i fl:e}z}x-ll agrecd to that. But how can WL‘PCIIULCC*—'
iy man—powés ‘thing 1‘51 t}‘l.at t}lcrc must be a man :LO_ 1}1§/jiil~istcr
At g i:her is nece;)sa}y. T'he other day flue Chl?‘ lan
underemployedd num’cl. of 1.111.f:mpl‘oyeu dcpcnna.ntrsl =
unempl] Cpenddpts aré¢ 1ncreasing ; So thqq 15 a hug
poyed man power in our State ~oree . it 1S SO Now,
what is required s _ atc. We agrec, 1 a8 50
‘ o reC mext ? It s land for the peasant. Have you
given land o the - ? : ) ol
; : Peasants ? How man casants have 'y
cvicted during the [ag¢ e y ) casants
have you settled with i R R S v
b cd with land ? You may ask me, “where from
can we get land to  settie these people ? 'When mother carth has
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limited space and we have not  yet become  so very irrcligous
as to be able to build suptniks and try to conguer space, or
what is to be done when mother  carth is not an elastic baloon
which can be pumped to make itever expanding :

Now, Sir, that is not at all necessary. If you want land,
[ will show you where and how to get land. T will give coertain
icures o show that there is land enough in our State. Ilirst of
all, let me point out that our Chiel’ Minister who i1s a tea
planter, has cot 2 Tea kstate n mmed Banamali Tea Estate. I
know that he has sold some of this land to the peasants during
the last few vears—the land that waslying fallow. I am giving
this not because it is a glaring instance. I know Indian owned
gardens have 11 ited quantity of surplus land where the
difference between the gross acrcage and acreage under teais
not big. If we take the average we will find that so far as
Indian owned tea cardens are € mcerned they have got some-
thing from 25 to 50 per cent of the gross acrcage that is lying
fallow. But so far as the European owned gardens are
concerned, yout cannot get their fioures. Sir, there is a book,
The Assam Directory and Tea Areas in Assam. You will see from
this how cunning these  businessmen are So far as our Indian
owned tea gardens are concerned you will always find their
gross acreage—so much gross area m the garden and so much
acreage under tea. But so far as Furopcan owned gardnes are
concerncd in 99°9 recurring cascs they do not show what is the
gross arca. I will citc onc instance, the Assam Consclidated
Ten Estatc—the Revenue Minister will please note, he wants
jand and I am <howing him where he can find fand. Now,
under this Assam Consolidated Tea Estate it has got the
Ghillidari Tea Estate where the gross acreage is 2,583°51
acres and under tea it is 31340 acres. 'I'hen Hingrijan—gross
acreage 2,180 acres s under tea, only 620662 ; Khowang
T'ea Hslate gross acreage 5.681'94 acres, under tca only

1
i

70753 acres ; Sokiating Tea Istate gross acreage 1,216°74,
under tea 420 acres, and (4 voice—Arc these up-to-cate figures ?)
Yes. I quote from the latest cdition of the Assam Directory
and Tea Areas Hand Book, published by Thackers. It was not
published by me nor by the Governmeant, but by those tca
planters themsclves. Now another instance.

One Furopean owned Tea Estate namely-Dinjan under the
.

managing agency ot McNeil and Berry, gross acreage 2,330

acres. under tea 736 acres. Some of the Indian gardens and
3
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Indian companies also are trying to cope and catch up  with
the European companies. For example, the famous Mundras
have got a company known as the Brahmaputra Tea ‘ompany.
It has got one garden in Negheritting, grossacreage 4,:51°37
acres, under tea 1,7725 acres, and Missamara 1. E.. orOss
acreage 2,702-8 acres, under tea 1,086.03 acres and S, klating
T. E., gross acreage 2,316'3 acres, under tea 810 et
Then Shri Rameswar Su:haria has got Tarazon T o105
acreage 301251 acres, under tca 423 acres. Then 2 other
European Company-Gillandars Arbutiot.  Thee have oot big
business here in the Khasi i1ills also.  They hinve gog I"lmp?r‘v
of India (and Ceylon Tea Company). They have got almost the
same gross acreage under tca,

B

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIIKA (Morongi): Whether
the Government and the cases are hansing in the High Court ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
Whether the case is hanging in the High Court or in  the
air, I am not concerned with that. [ am speaking of lands in
Assam where peasants want io till, wheresome  lands are lying
fallow which can be tilled wherefrom crops can be raised and
people can be fed. Laws arec therc and these tea laws arc
created by the same persons who now own the land. "t hey got
it as fee simple grants, as waste land grants not by paying
any money, not by paying any compensation, not cven by
clearing the jungles. It was Indian lund, Indian toil which
created them. It is not the property of the Buropean
Planters, but it is Europcans laws which  govern  us.

)

We have no freedom, we have o right to make laws and to
S€IVe our own people in the State.  What steps we have taken
to take the laws from the Ruropecan tea planters who have
controlled 84 per cop of the total tea estaics in our State and
only 16 per cent hag been left to our Indian tca planters ?
Not_hmg has.becn done in this respect becaus: we  have
at.ta,lncd Our independence through adjustinent and compromise
with the British ‘Mmperialists. So far as the tea cstates are
cop§erned all - the laws, etc. will continue to be made by the
Britishers : at  thelr whimg and pleasurc cven when our
own PCOple arcstarving, T yged the word starving because we
have got no land to cultivate in spite of all the “measures’

L V2
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Government have taken for erow more food. Mr. Mohikanta
Das said that every culiivator must have a pair  of bullocks.
Mr. M. Bora said that il’ for one year the door of the Depart-
ment ol Agriculture 1s locked up and paying to the Ministers.
Scerctaries and other oflicers of the Department are stopped,
with the money that will be so saved, we shall be able to pur:
chase plougi cattle, sceds, etc, we will be able to do much
more for the peasants, because what is most needed at present
for our culuvators is bullocks, sceds, ctc. At present most

of our cultivators arc deprived ofbullocks but as a matter of
fact, if we want to incrcase our iood production, we must see
that cvery cultivator should goa pair ol bullocks. [ I remember

aright, Mr, Lohar when he was a Afember of this House, gave
a suggestion in this [ouse, perhaps five yecars ago thatif we
waint to solve our agriculiure problem, we must see that every
single cultivator gets a pair of imilm{ks_ : If we cannot give a
pair of bullocks to every cultivator in five years why could we
not make a Ten Year Plan? We arc spending enough
moncy for planning, cte., and some pcu_plc may make some
moncy, say a few thousands ol ruapees for ‘taking up some
industry.  Should we deprive our agriculturists of having a
pair of bullocks at the cost of a few persons ' ‘The other day
Shri M. K. Das made certain allegations here in connection
with the measure regarding grow more food. He has rightly
said it. Sir, in this connection I would like to say that at
Gauhati I made enquiries of all these things as to how things
arc going on at Gauhati .l‘pg‘ardiug ngrigulturc and I am
pained to say that the condition at Ganhati is worse than any -
where clse. The people arc not getting any agricultural help.

Our Agriculture Department as it appears has become a
drag on our Government, What a big Department it is now!
Previously there was only one  Director;  now there are so
many Depuiy Directors, Additional Dircctors, In other words,
it is top heavy ; but so far 1 the rela_imn’ of the oflicers of the
Agriculture Department with the agriculturists is concerned, it
can be said without the fear of contradiction that the depart-
ment has the least touch with the agriculturist. The agricul-
turist at least knows the Police, he knows his mandal, he knows
his school master, but he does not know who is the Agricul-
tural Demonstrator of his arca.  Come with me anywhere in
the State. I shall pick up any people from the village ; ask him
to say who is the Agricultural Demostrator of his area, he will
not be ahle to say his namec. That is the position today.
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Sir, one thing I have tosay here. When a reference was
made about Subankhata some of my Frien‘is from the other side
of the House said, “How long should we repeat this question™,
Well, we shall go on repeating so long it is not solved. Some
hon. ¥riends on the other side o! the House are afr.id oi slogans
The other day my Iriend Shri Goswami said that these people,
have made ‘No slogan’ a slogan. They will go on say-
ing ‘Don’t raise a slogan, don’t raise o slozan’. Well, we are
not alraid of slogans. We want slogons bocanse there must

be at icast one focal point where we st eive  concentration.
Wlth(’“’5‘310‘%1111"5111,%‘ we cannot give that concenirated atten-
tion. THOS(” wno SZLy *do 1T Of !Ii\‘? }llr;':‘ _r];)” cdo 110 wnnl LO

give concerted and concerntrate | atiention to so've the problem.
They want to remain vague. They resent any roference about
America, Ru‘n.s;.a. L @Iy other country or sonr times ey will
say that this is the condition of the pcople of Amorica OF
If’.us:uz.-.. Bu{‘ [ ask th(:m: have (hf'y cared (o know the condi-
tion of the villagers in Assam ?  Now cven if pcople refer to
- Iy f- Sar 12 " . " '
conditions ‘)h!";-l“m.% In some  other parts of  the world, wity
sHould wenot learn SORLIC [h;n'g if it is good I can tell thesc
gcnﬂcn;bnlthq" a slogan is rising 11 the country. They will
sound, the eDEated 4 ) ;

resound, they will be repeated .—ija slogan i1s: —
T wwr wmrm &

2T T '-'T-g::]' :;33]':_; 7T

The}: will ‘have to vacae the Gaddi, that slogan will
compel them to vacate i 0 maaad - 2 5 _
want the slogan, tl ©» '~ 18 coming.  Now my Friends do not
WATE 16 'nalg\ 2 ey want (o keep  everything  vague, they
e z:J;.ce i;.ts;)-mu a}gljustnn:nts here and there at the top, by
Ralie ,ic ‘)I‘Ob?exfue,l Y some unholy allowances they want O
' et warn them, the problem cannot be solve

in this way. 118 acute
thi Sl hTh]s acute problem of food cannot be solved in
us way, tney must remember it

Sir, I he . .
border (’)f‘ th;c}itllffsin}ff.fﬁrtlll.le f)[' ,E?,'Oillg to some p]accs 111 tllC
not getting food, they District,” 1 Tound that the people arc
even when the c,oungy 3\;‘3 taking root, ctc. Many years back
to go to these places. I"lS 1ot independent T had the occasion

were robust in heal(h, tound the people quite  happy, they

. : : 1Y had brisht hecks. they were
cerful, butwhat ig lad bright checks,
ch . the condition now ? They look palc%
are  dejected. And why this 1s S0
they © have become poor, their

on the other hand, the Government

thev are emaciated, the
They arc not getiing fOOd,
natural marketis closed, and

*
|
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is unable to do anything. I can tell you, you cannot solve
the problem of the hills in that way . If you want to solve
that problem give them food, give them criuployment, but not
employment only to onc man (pointng out his finger to
Captain Sangma, Minister, Tribal Arcas Department) (laughter)
because one gentleman however good he may be, cannot solve
the problem of this magnitude. Of course in politics this sort
of opportunist alliances are sometimes made that they will not
solve the problem—the problem of food to the hungry. Here
I am making a particular reference to my hill brethren living
in the border arcas, because their condition is  very bad since
they have lost their natural market. They are starving, they
are very bitter. Taking advantage of this miscrable condition
of these hills pcople some opportunitist raised a scparatist cry.
Now this slogan may be good or bad, but the fact remains
that if there is suffering, some people act as agent provocateur.
They do it not for the good of the pcople who are suffering but
for their own purposes. Remember, Sir, in the hill§ areas also
people will not remain what they are tqday._ B hex_‘e also
consciousness is rising and as in the casc ol plains so in the
hills a handful of leaders  will not decide the fate of the
people. If you really want unity among the hills and plains
people go to _the root cause, remove their grievances, solve
the problem. In that case we need not run after this man or that
man giving a blank cheque to him. Iltwill not solve the basic
problem ; it will lead you to a position where you will have te
retire and say—cifam  citfam ehfam  cttfe™  csttiam i 1T

Sir, a man may be good, that _lleceSSarily does not mean
that he will be a good administrator. That must be
remembered. So, sir, I say this food problem must be
solved early. Please remember that astitchin time saves nine.
Let us not think that by simply overlooking it by glossing over
it we shall cross the ~‘<casal . It is a big problem, let us
boldly face it. If we can give a stitch_in time, 1 hope we shall
be able to save nine in futurc. (The Bell rang) I am sorry
Sir, I have taken much tme of the House,

Thank you, Sir.

E. - Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: May 1 ask the Revenue
Minister whether Government has given any direction to the
tea industry to keep certaiit percentage of land for them ?
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Shri HARINARAYAN BARUA (Teok) atrsitn Sty arzivy,
A9 T A=ATE STAlbtS Gttt wata =iz cetafdiaa A7 4taz Ffaraars
af3 s A% | F@ee R WM WA A4 atemtsa g | i SBistd T
SIeIAR ff < T AR WA ¥4 cords @ty 4w inspired tz wifirg
29 FIE Inspiration I S AT AN T 23 it @ Al |
Alcaisat fEcss cordes w7 fBE 2ams cm TN T | AT SEls T
Sledrale w4t tHomt | AT TN AATE AEsT cpigg gty
A1 ¢ 30T @ Tleda <t SISIHT SleTal v arw cas TS ow
uifZrg | A F467 2 WS, 15 90F FIH A TIET FfAg | SEtst T
SlesTa1Z Sle-ifalsta atffa a=icF fach 264 @2 7mas e «fiea ez speay
fata w3 A% tzts =7 crEicn |

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhatj) :
fFet4 4o 4f7 srew | .

Shri HARINARAYAN BARUA: 3¢ 9 @ gtifire G
fFet 4 staw | atf wicat fretda An Few A w0 AR feetg
A1 Fg wHqF |

BT Teztvn, cordrs Ak WEa bl 93 s wife 4475 (2 724717
TS g Gt iz @t a3 wdiE AT —a47  Atfatgta
AT FIRF 21 Steice sieatta za ; AT AT =S, amqaq atga, factory
area AiE Jaats frm c4fea TG, c4aft =it atzaia i =3 Asttca =t et
surplus =5 <17 dics ? 73 cordw whivg |

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : i
AARIS M a7 Aica, s Indian garden ¢ Tif5 913 77 ?

. Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: May I ask the Revenue
Minister whether Government has given any direction to the
tea industry to keep certain percentage of land for them ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): No, Sir,
there is no such direction.

Shri HARINARAYAN BARUA : w3 wea aiff e ot ofel
TR T2l 7 wpe I Tgw 3 AFea 9% AES dfs Ffwg ate FRAF
2%as (factory area) swew 7 Srpag qbrar Al TSR A Al 2
ST AR | et cardtis i el a2 e sl SARTS. T
ABY 7 TS L1 Aetcn | g st cords Awca ficgz Fiwid Fe
1 DI AT w1y Beritrarg Fiacd, prz-atfasta opieba oot wifp F—1b2
T T ST frend wfig | ari carsts Tl RGOS ﬁf:g
W:EW:% g Remts fgs  ©e T%Z%%?acm

v o o9 It O

T AN A SIS szt %mm? @f;z g:ﬁrriﬂ:*r Aty cIfore, ATTE
frm c2ts wiw i 2 @bl apep Aoz fii afom (Requisition)
afy orzet ’@ﬁﬁfﬁ Land Advisory Committee @ 5 F/Ag @ 9% g
2fTeTF BIZ-TMToBIT oytop e S fist aftsqs ead e ead Ffaaes
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21 Ffars | Byl 9T 92k Il = @ stz-atfitsta oich Reie =t
Afi wltg Gte @% FEle oAt awa e A e Al CI\E3
e 47 TR el 7T | (OtdT ATHd FAIT HAQ k1 qROB - (RYAE
opmtd wfary q @t atErs A% A hn e 9ty tRF w3 o
B e TN TAT pHER AT T SR AwEd CAwTe ot AR ave—
FIFICACE OF 7A@ A3 1 93 X1 wfE Teie ofte it AR | w9
ataTs 4wy b 1 fAstE Sodd T o fEls @At 29 ISR oI
gt | 9tfs wttz ateg Ftacd 1 afands divre e, ol § 9 R
alfzaa o1 catsits afa= =ish 231 ORwea AfRaze (oa 99k fAsictes sl
srcater fidts § @ ofas aifiga 4 9t ash =01 937 @ o«
77 ; frg utig atgra wtacd A 9 atedt Fr Sedle Tzw1 Aty Siire-
T aflw @7 atfzeg @ a3 #@sh zm @3FE eI QiMT @9eE
A7 o wifa whe aters Toad {3 =60 231 9T 999 @ en Fien
srcate Tty qga AR oA el Wl ¥ etk weifiw ) 9? WAl
Tos @ifrg @¥ swas [Hcadl ¥93 T IRE AT (i Alars FfEeea
oratT FAch Bie @ T |

oty AfrFmata wwd e A GffF P B IS ol
Taten o1z faEted el fol AR disfe o i2tg i
o e fate wieitaz 1§ Ifa e Je@rel AR CWE i
FfRrs | (ordS AT AZCBI gl R @ oA AfRFEata QAW =P
Sedpra Flacd bAFica i IWE I Ffata ofv ARl ofgy =7
Sedlr czat AwiZ ¢ oA ARTEAR TS AN e @&fs =@
=3[ (iialce ofa FHEed BIFNA G IAFR FAU (SOAS AFCA Tl
fFaca? T8 Gadts FERA s cdfsra 1 Sie fifdets orate o[
i i o2 @R A9 ifsre AToq war ol g IfA
wiata cdfers AICA AT ot Tty 9tF @I Iex ©fF TTCE DEEAEE
@ dfaeg | BT R wa W ATIE T e [{fiEle Tsiefd 5awia
ifite 18 RERR Aw AT frfae tz cfers wigee geRl @[l
afSca ¢ OF OB REme o wfgE P Sedifre ciie azim c@id
A30 7 aT ARPEs Wi welwa AT A cords AwE saiy el
gaafa «feds sfaaea Ao CrrETa @Ry WRER aiged dfeT

Ao i dfers atcar (Ffoars Figtg |

aifs  «% o oW AU TR e g SBisH 7 ©f e
atrg A7 T IS siftm1 raa fafeen 3z @fms Irfests st
Fa%d 5 fega ciad Afetdd TN CZCT | T2 T (SrdSR

'W%’Wmaﬁtﬁsl 2 o ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ‘ﬂﬁ ..................

Sri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) : 2
(ordwa itz FEE! | ot Ffacas wiw AT 7 ATy AR BATS
vefor | TR ofeE ), fae bfe? W« firg afre afeate <2©
seidat piz afstiaa TET AR fa i f73 caten 712

Sri HARINARAYAN BARUA (Teok): 7z F3ta fasifafeten
T GBCr@s cerded T cAcaAlal 20ES T (20O |
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Sri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : »om #figag
A T 7 COLATS S F FH0m W Atae et o 0 k

Sri HARINARAYAN BARUA (Teok): v, wpifis a1s: 13
TE FTgl (SUdeT AT 9F F4h Braa wwa STES T (e | ?;WI
AFEANIT FICT (7 (4TI 947 AP Ay | o fops T Shislgy
eleqialz colfeatsa A=t iz aifilsts s41 vwrs | q3 A T fes)
Il JoA Gt 2R e @ i stra Feed uw s ST S
fafs aiff zmate s wfbs g1 97 AfigR feg o am e
TRIF APl et fafwra 9 =4 adF ST A Terters FAT o
(Ordeq T8 feoa Atfed «ia | fam amrE a0l At g oS
ToIAT FRGA I TS 4w baita WG fAFm a9za: G sawne o
Ffheg 1 otz difisid b s fizh cifsass sawia fiead =fam Fitfiry
viF fAeada 9fd= <icatgw wfars |

e e f 47 WFsT T4 F tErw TR Gbits AT
MRCOl 4T WMACS 47T AFGT FA41 AwAGT  F ESE @ o1F oy TS
w2 #3257 (1 & 47 136 @A At T Aea ) frw Gt
IG A 5IFRI ATCAtATAAT 27521 St EEtE FATAE o8 TFG @A
@R 31 Ipica | @t AmE GEE 2ats Ted 99 @M cdals Face 4
FAST T2 AF TAS @ 4w A ordll fem A e fgats, 7=
A0 @Ab A AR FET Aa, a9 @m cztam s TeE dfs g
@atfaa; o T ot 5% 4T o7 @S a2 w@E wicd qife gt
R T2 TS FEF A tmrm | fFw TAE A @% TP cRratw
T ST 421 A 9 umE aarsEET e 9w 329 A9 T
T340 am @7 afw e facacscen oEthiee s w1595 SEHACECS |
G 9@ T E twes @ 3tz A=l At relea diwg sbr atfEea
A YT IS A% 5 W % FEA0A meE E YHAT IS bl Gfzle
I ABAwTT =7 awicst | G a4 SAatTe SIP I (e
T T FfAwtE @5 giaa zaczce |

AT G 1gT SHIGRTZ St ANEDT FE g (g 347 TE
IR walzife ok FaaEg 731 (GF A4 BF Mvtn Ffa  TrasiE
FLAR  AfHe T et wfawa | b aelidia wdns Bis Ajaw @l FEwd
T w4y wig e | flaw eRtei] etedare e cotdw g gtfaw
MNT>, | ot afy iy aee FCA | @BCE w1 GEal Aat T3 @3EIcE Ifercg)
O SIS AR fvicy 7w @iy but he is quite unfit for administration.

A SIS 0y corw curdrs @3 afscart w91 B il AT |

ﬁam(\gt?;;m%a' AN wAdicg ¢Fem) o3 wHEcd A wlbits 7o
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*Shri LALIT KUMAR DALEY [Moran (Reserved for
‘Scheduled Tribes)] :Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have carcfully
listened to the very interesting debate on the subject of food.
Really food concerns every people of this country or
people of the world ; so every onc must take keen interest of
this vital thing. There is very little time at my disposal. In
this I will place some points on this subject. I_ do not know
how the hon. Members of this House takes this subject and
which way they are giving practical solution of_this problem.,
I have heard many of the hon. Members speaking on behalf
of the landless tillers that we have got lands to spare for them,

‘that lands that are lying concealed in the tea gardcens and lands
‘can be and lands kept reserved by private proprictors should
be distributed among landless tillers. I agree with them in
this. 1 feelit is not the only vital problem. We require
intensive cultivation. If we can grow morc food by intensive
cultivation and ask for extensive cultivation of lands in that
case ‘we can do a lot. At % the same time there
is'the machinery of industrialisation of the country. If
our Assam is an agricultural State the people of Assam have
got to do more intensive cultivation but they have to give up
this industrial inertia since the necessity of lands is so vast qnd
if there is not enough land, there is the need for industrialisa-
tion of the country and there should be rapid industrialisation
in the State, either in major industries, cottage industries and
small scale industries. We should speak for intensive cultivation
but in this there should be the spirit of industrial development
and make them feel for industries. This is what 1 may say but
I cannot dwell it at length now as the time at my disposal 18
Very short.
_ Sir, at the same time, the food position so far as it relates
to production, it is a question whether we are going to control
€ commodities of food or we prefer this de-control system of
economics. We are going on a planned development of the
country and so far the rclation of control system of economics
is ~concerned there was serious hue and cry of the control

*Speech not correcied,
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system when it was in existence. If we accept control reform-
ing during the Plan period then it will bring a great hindrance
in the production. Unless and until the Government is entire-
ly responsible for the whole system of production it cannot
successfully carry out distribution. Therefore, we have to give
individual cultivators and individual enterprisers incentive
for production apart from the question of control or Govern-
ment responsibility in that direction., The Government cannot
take all the matters in their hands and therefore we have to
depend largely on the individual enterprisers and the huge men
power in our State. So far as agricultural development is con-
cerned we have got to give certain assurances to our people that
the lands are very rapidly devastated by floods and that we
have got protection by Bunds, etc., by the Embankment and
Drainage Department and to show to the people that we are.
improving lands and make them free from devastations of floods
and rivers. The Embankment and Drainage Department also
is to assure the people that lands can be made more productive.

That is what we have got to do.

So far as the National Extension Service and Community
Development Blocks are concerned, these are entirely new
things to the State. Our people have got to be made: to learn
their own responsibility. It is premature to give comments
on these National Extension Service and Community Blocks,
because this system has been recently introduced to our people.
So far as the various schemes related tothese two departments are
concerned our people have not as yet fully understood the. 1mpli-
cations. This is not only the responsibility of the Government -
but thisalso concerns us to make our people realise their own res-
ponsibility and their own duty in order to bring development in
the country and that is why I feel that the success of .the under-
takings that we have taken is not so much the concern of the..
Government alone, but of the country as a whole. Therefore,
if we criticise things, particularly from one angle of vision that.
would be absolutely wrong. So, in our country where the
people are so much backward and poor we have got to exert:
enough of our cnergy to train our people all about these
schemes that we have undertaken. Ttisno use magnifying the:
situation so much because m&gmf}'lpg the situation will not help
to solve our problems. We must view these things coolly. and .
in a systematic way and bring only: practical and constructive
suggestions to solve our. PrOblemS_- We may undertake many. .
schemes, but the real problem facing us is how to inspire  the.
people to have incentive for real work,
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It is often talked that in Assam there are no industries—
that is truc because in Assam morc than 80 per cent of the peo-
ple are still engaged in agriculture and they are in such a back-
ward state. What is necessary for our industrialisation ? It is
man power. Man power is the wealth of the nation.
Man power with natural resources and an intelligent capacity
to create an incentive in the people is what we need.  We have
been lucky enough to be able to get an oil refinery in our State,
when we can establish that refinery in the State that will give
sufficient incentive to our people to educate them towards in-
dustrialisation of the Stace. Butas I have said, Assam is still
more agricultural minded ; so giving this incentive to the people
for industrialisation of the State will help them. We find in
the history of the world that those countrics which are more
agrarian, are bound to fall back into backward-
ness. So to help our people we must take recourse to indus-
trialisation in keeping with the parity and growth of the
population by means ofscientific methods. This is the age of
science. Whether it is the question of developing our agricul-
ture or our industrics we must take the help of science and with
that scienee and with that scientific spirit we must educate our
people, we must give them the incentive. So Sir, as [ have
already said, our main responsibility is in rising the spirit of the
people and give them the inspiration to make the feel that they
too have a responsibility to build up their own country. To be
able to solve our problems whether it is for communication or
such things we have to depend upon our man power. We are
wedded to democracy we are bound to make our people under-
stand their responsibility. Therefore, I appeal to my Friends
opposite not to think in that light because that sort of magni-
f}’lng_ things will not lead our country to progress. The real
solution of the problem lies in giving practical suggestions and
at the same time successfully implement our schemes by co-
operating with the Government in the schemes that Govern-
ment has undertaken.

Sir, I do not like to dwell much on this subject and I don’t
want to take up the time of the House, so with these words

%uﬁzquest my Friends opposite to think over these things and

¥ co-operate with the Government.

Rev. [. J. M. NICHOLS ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Sch_edult?d Tribes)]: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, we are
to-day discussing the food problem. The situation in our
country today no doubt, requires very deep thinking, intelli-
gent working and requires the co-operation of every one of us

)P
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from all sides because the problem is really a great ome. It
1s bevond the control of the Government and of ourselves here
in this Legislature.  Things have gone to such a way that i
scemis o me (o solve this food problem immediately it requires
time and therefore we here in this House will have to think
decply how aciually to volve the problem. Sir, I find many
times in - discussing such problems there is a kind of party
fecling that enters the mind of some of us. I find this in Comw
mittees, 1 find 1t in discussions, and this sort of party fecling
beclouds the issue so that the real problem is not solved. Who-
ever gets the majority that goes, whether it destroys the country
or not they do not care so much so long as that party i‘cvlia:g
gets o particular thing. That, Sir, is what we have to combat
agaist.  When prices of thines rise higher and higher it is
truc Government arce trying their best to sce that the prices
come lower down, but whether they can do it or not 1s the
question to be seen.

Some are glad that Bunds are imade.  We have to sce that
a Bund once constructed by the Government in the plaing
district becomes agreat boon to all the people connected with
it, but some times the people on the other side of the Bund find
that their ficlds become deteriorated. So  these fields should
be treated scientifically in order to make the land all round
fertiliscer.

Then there are lands for reclamation, marshy lands ; they
also have to be studied very carvefully by the Government, )

Then, Sir, there arc other problems of fertilisation. It is
an experience that some lands which have been treated with
chemical fertilisation become (Ichrim‘:ued. We here in Khasi
and Jaintia Hills have scen certain ficlds that use chemical fer-
tilisation, become deteriorated.  “Fhere must be some practical
study of all these things. Stmply discussing will not help solve
the problem. ‘Therc must be expert study of all these matters
before us.

Sir, prices of things here in Shillong are going up and up
every day, Price of ﬁS}h has gone up from Rs, 3§ per secr to
Rs. 5, 6, or 8. A fowl wzuch used  {o sell at Rs. 2/8
each now it issold at about Rs.5 o Rs. 8 cach. Dal also is
sold now at 14 annas ascer.  Rice of course is according to
market demand. There can be no contro] except the price
of subsidised rice to "LI}C poor pcople., Then there is another
probiem which my Friend, Mr. Das, has spoken very strongly
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about the feeling of the cultivators who have cot paddy.
You have controlled the price of paddy at Rs. 10'5 or some-
thing per maund but what about the other commodities whose

prices are soaring very high. If you control only the price of

paddy the cultivators will not get a better pricc and so you
shall discourage the cultivators from planting paddy. This
question has to be examined and scrutinised vei y carefully as t(‘)
llQ\V to solve the problem and also the fecling of the cultivators
an.d Oi'h('l'_ P“UPI_C who are suflering on account of the high
prices of food articles they consume, '

‘ Now, Sir, thereis also a question  of corruption among
ofhc(:r‘s and also among the traders.  These problems are VCI‘IY
great indeed.  Therefore, we shall have (o study this aspect of
the matter also very carefully. '

Now, Sir, a reference has been made of our people in the
border. I have spoken on that point previously and the great
Uln_c.)gble now is that it scems Government is unable to deal with
fnl;:t;l:]'m?‘.' h\'YC arc now going to depend on a kind of com-
e foxuc—. (ta.k‘cs time .zmd time is a great fil(‘.t(.)l‘, Now is
if they d' owmg,. I'or preparing the fu:]{ls by the ('ull.lvators and
the Cultivztm)-t c_;et the nm;f:.s:i;ar}-‘h(:lp in time it \\'1‘11 not h-c]p

as  got tor.s gef}’ much. Time is a very important _f‘actor which

OVCrl'lmc:n(: Ry (‘-1 considered scriously by ‘the  Government.
are given to ihou d, 'thI'CIOI.‘(:, see t.lmt financial help, seeds, ctc.,
may be <o CCUHW.ators immediately 50 that the purpose
Va.rﬁifo served but if Government will have to go through
all tht(lzi.ertlflliffg and proccdures or committees and in doing

hai Kii\/ﬁtj;mc passes away. .
Education KHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
tee, work w:ilftc'): No relief will be held up by the commit-
20 on,

(Rese::éd fJ‘ J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji
But the e, LOF Scheduled Tribes)]: I am glad if that is done.
ordereq 1, @ins that although the Government has already
i Sto (:'Ellttyl Commi.ﬁsioner of the United Kbhasi and
Mipees &;nl(; dute agricultural loans amounting to over
Y wants § 1/\{111611 the)ag‘rlcullural loan 1is d!.strlbutcd
s B WAY Soie don’t carc what happens in future

5.80 and s o roPcoPle get Rs.20, some Rs.40 and some
help the people mu V}Yhat will these doles do? It would not
amount may help ihe or their cultivation although this small
body and soul together fPCOple to buy food only to keep their
cultivation work, Govcrr?r a few days only while they do  their
diatcly and arrange to disgl'cnt should sec Lo this matter imme-

ibute financial help according to the

= _.A—....'i;“.. __h
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needs of the cultivators, otherwise the Jdoles given to the cultiva-
tors will help very little. I am afraid if this aspect of the
matter has to be gone through certain rules and red-tape busi-
ness it will not be possible on part of the Government to give
help to the people who are really in distress at  the proper
time. Therefore, there must be some kind  of arrangement by
which certain body may be given the whole responsibility, the
Chief” Minister may handle the matter solely as a dictator to
deal with the cmergency.  Inowar time one man is  given pm'\'cr
to handle and cguide the whole army.  Here in the Khasi and
Jaintia Hills Government appointed a committee to study the
condition of the border people. I quite appreciate that, but
you know the committees always take time, it will take time to
suggest anything and it will take time 10.»\'isi1 the particular
locality, it also takes time to study and discuss matters and
when  we come to  discuss matter there will be clashes and
differcnce of opinions for works which have to be dealt
with  immediately. The people send petitions but  even
those petitions are not properly taken care of and so thousands
of people are suflering on account of scarcity of food. This
is very distressing. I request Government to see that the border
people who arc now in great difficulties should be helped
immediately. Sir, last evening a young man came to me who
owned orange gardens and told me that oranges have fallen
on the ground, he could not get any market for his oranges
due to transport cxpenscs, although GO\‘t‘l‘nm(‘nt cave trans-
port subsidy he could not transport his oranges elsewhere be-
causc oranges arc cheaper 1n Ot.h(_j'l‘ m_arkcts and so he cannot
sell his oranges. Due to thesc difficultics many orange cultiva-
tors are new in great trouble, they haveno morney to purchase
their food and they are now cating yam, kachu and other
edible things mixed with some rice and duc to this the people
are suflering from various diseascs, In a certain wvillage there
was an cpidemic. A doctor was sent by the Government. He
reported that these people have lost their vitality ]‘.)CCELUSC‘. they
are cating kinds of food wlnph used to be given (o pigs and cows.
They have lost their vitality and thc_y won’t be able to stand
for long and subscquently liacy may die of starvation. These
people should be helped 1mr_ned1ately. Government is doing
their best to render all p'ossﬂ)]e help to the people, but there
1s one thing, that s very mmportant and that is time fa(_:tor.
Now is the sowing season, the people should be helped in time.
The people want to get money as well as seeds to cultivate
their lands., The people in thcsq arcas are very industrious,
they want to stand on thcir own feet.
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Will the hon. Member con-
tinue his speech?

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapuniji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)|: Yes, Sir.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Then vou may continue on
Thursday next, i.e. the next non-official day.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 9 a.m. on Friday,

the 14th March, 1958.
Shillong R. N. BARUA.

the 23rd January, 1959 Secretary,
Legislative Assembly, Assam,

A.G.Ps(L.A.) N0.1]59——225-—28-1-1959.
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