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Proceedings of the Third Session of the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly assembled after the Second General
Election wunder the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Coustitution of India.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 10 a.m. on Saturday the 8th March, 1958.

PRESENT

Shri Dev Kanta Barooah, B. A., w1L.B., Speaker in the

- Chair, the seven Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers, and the

sixty-one Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Award of Foreign Stipends to persons belonging to
Plains Tribal Communities

Shri MOHIDHAR PEGOO (Jorhat: Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes) asked :
#21. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased
torstate—
(@) Who were the persons belonging to the Plains
Tribal Communities who had been awarded
{{()gléelgg stipends in various subjects in the year
() Whether they have sailed abroad and have
received the Scholarships money ?
(¢) If not, why not ?

(d) Who is responsible for not receiving the said
Scholarships ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister
Agriculture) replied : ) ’

21. (a)=—1. Shri Utpal Miri.
2. Shri Purna Chandra Baro.
3. Shri Nomal Chandra Pegu.
(b)—=Yes.  Only Shri Utpal Min.

*The question was replied by M. Moinul . Haque Choudhury. (Minister, Agcioul re
in the absence of Shri K. P. Tripathi (Minister, Education). 4 v Rl
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(c)=~The High Commission in U. K, is still trying to
arrange their seats in suitable Institutions in U. K.
(d)--Does not arise.

Shri MOHIDHAR PEGOOQO (Jorhat : Reserved for Sche-
dule Trihes): =iSsa fifw—paFica xS <76 4fs 1 sl
a1

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture): 93th 4 797 4%, BF |

Shri MOHIDHAR PEGOOQ: =it 7 atas zaiafs+ ta aiasied
Afpaca a9 “ifF=ea ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : =1 (¥2gaa Ffat
United Kingdom, stastn =1z #fasaica  fob f<Gifacs «iig ) afeats
667 arrangement F{F3 A4 AlZ |

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLAI (Titabar): 55
arrangement ¢arcziattsa sim Depute a1 ¢ziw (i »

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Seat s+ «f
Scholarship fim tzfga frs afeats ¢t a2 |

Shri SARBESWAR BARDOLOI: (sgtaics 56 Aita a2
A0 ftaem ?

Shri LALIT KUMAR DALEY (Moran: Reserved for

Scheduled Tribes): Sir, will Government arrange seats for
them early ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : This Govern-
ment has not got anything to do directly with regard to
arrangement of seats, but it is for our High Commissioner
in London to arrange them, and even after the arrangement of
the seats certain preliminaries have got to be undergone Dby
the students themselves, For example, in the case of Purna
Chandra Boro, he has been asked by the University concerned
to write an essay and if the essay is found up-to the mark then
he will be admitted in that University. Otherwise some other

arrangements shall have to be made for his admission in some
other Umversuy.

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY (North Lakhimpur;

Reserved for Scheduled Tribes) : «% fa9a baglca 212 FfA5IRT
oo caditard FiRoge e ? i
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture): =¥, Fi<Tq 9T |

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY: feua di@ (@it
Ffarg 92 gifta Aicatea ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: 3u® It
s aAltst, B |

Shri CHATRASING TERON (Mikir Hills-West:
Reserved for Scheduled Tribes): Is it a fact that the
Government has prevented the students from arranging their
own seats ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I have no such
information.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): What are
the subjects which are intended to be studied ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I want notice
of this question.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
Sir, in which Universities these three students are to study for
which this Government has granted scholarships ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: As far as Shri
Utpal Miri is concernedit is in the Glasgow University. His
assage and seat had been arranged. Shri Purna Chandra Boro
wanted to study in Barmingham or Manchester University,
but seat could not be arranged in those Universities. A second
effort was made to arrange a seat in the London University.
There also no seat could be arranged. Then the High Commis-
sioner again wrote to the Manchester University to give him a
geat, but the authorities of the University informed that the
student concerned should write an essay on a subject specified
by them and if the essay was found up to the mark then he
would get a seat there. In the caseof Shri Nomal Chandra Pegu;
he did not specify any particular University for his study as
far as I am aware.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : What are the subjects
which these 3 students wanted to study ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I want notice
of this question, :
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): 1 hope the
Minister concerned will supply thesc informations to the House.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agri-
culture): All right, Sir, I will supply the information to the
hon. Member,

Jail visitors of Dibrugarh District Jail

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) asked:

*22.  Will the Minister-in-charge of Jails be pleased to give
the names of the jail visitors of Dibrugarh District Jail ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH = (Minister-in.charge
of Jail) replied:

22.~—Names of the Jail Visitors of Dibrugarh Jail ate—
(1) Sarder Wairam Singh.
(2) Maulavi Haji Jalaluddin Ahmed.
(3) Shri Debi Prasad Das.
(4) Mrs. Ratna Baruah.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR: Sir, who appoints them
and on what basis are they appointed  ?

. Shri DEVESWAR SARMAH : They arc appointed by the
overnment when their names are recommended by the Deputy
Commissioner or the Subdivisional Oflicer, and the basis is

usually that such public men are appointed as are likely to take
terest in the welfare of the prisoners,

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Is it a fact

that the Mlemb.ers‘ of the  Assembly of the District concerned
are also ex-officio jail visitors ?

I
-

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: I do notknow.
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State Dispensaries in the Abor Hills (Murkongsellek)
Transferred Arxea

Shr: DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)
asked:

*23. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased to
state—

(a) Whether Government are aware that there are
two State Dispensarics one at Jonai and the
other at Laimckari (Ramdhon) within Abor
Hills (Murkongsellek) Transferred area ?

() Whether it is a fact that there is no doctor in
these two Dispensaries since a long time ?

(c) How long there is no doctor in these two dis-
pensaries and why ?

(@) Whether Government propose to post one
qualified doctor with immediate - effect to one
of these two dispensaries with instructions to
atiend the other dispensary also ?

.Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical)
replied :

23. (a)—Yecs.
(b)—Yes.

(¢)—For want of qualified doctors since 1956,

: (d —‘jYC{S- A doctor is already under orders of post-
ing to Jonai Dispensary. He will aftend the dispensary at
Laimekari until a doctor is posted there.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA Sir, are Govern-

ment aware that the public have been moving since a long
time for posting a doctor there ?

Shri RUP'NATH BRAHMA - That m

but a doctor is being posted there now.

Shri DEVENDRA NAT
reason {or non-avail

ay be a fact, Sir,

< H HAZARIKA : What is the
ability of a doctor for this area ?

Shri RUPNATHEBRAHMA: The main reason is that we
are short of doctors. Secondly, this area being a very back-

ward and outlying area, generally doctors are not willing to
go there,
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Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) : How

Government will solve this problem of shortage of doctors ?

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) : This
difficulty will, I think, be gradually eased with the production
of more medical graduates from our Medical College.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):

Whether Government propose to have one of these two dispen-

%rigts ;())f the Transferred area converted into a Primary Health
nit :

.. Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA: That will be considered
while we decide to open more Primary Health Units.

Committee of the Nowgong Civil Hospital

Maulavi NURUL ISLAM (Dhing) asked :

stat:2—4. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased to
(@) When the Committee of the Nowgong Civil
Hospital has been formed ?
(6)

Whether'since its formation any meeting of the
Ommittee was convened ?

(¢) If not, why not ?
Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA : replied :
24. (g))ﬁll\rn September, 1957,

—iNO,

SouTL (€)—Due to pressure of work. A meecting will be held

Shri RAMNATY ‘
instruction from - LH SARMA (Lumding): Is therc any

Go -
Secretary to have a taecs vernment to  the Convenor or the

Shri RUP LA '
be held very SOOE.ATH BRAHMA: The meeting is going to

Me. SEEAKER: Thie ueivion
instruction has been sent to the Copye
hold thf: mCCtlng within aSPeCiﬁC i

is whether any specific
nor or the Secretary to
el
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Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical): We
have not given any such specific instruction but we have asked
them to hold the meeting as early as possible.

Maulavi MAHAMMAD IDRIS (Rupahihat): Will the

Hon’ble Minister give the names of the convenor and members
of this meeting ?

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA : The Committee is consti-

tuted with the following:—
1. The Deputy Commissioner, Nowgong, Chairman,
2. The Civil Surgeon, Nowgong, Vice-Chairman.

3. The Assistant Surgeon I in-charge of the Hospstal, Secre-
tary of the Committee.

Members:—
4. The Chairman, Local Board, Nowgong.
5. The Chairman, Municipal Board, Nowgong.
6. The President, Mahila Samity, Nowgong.
7. The President, Bar Library, Nowgong.
8. Shri Mahendra Hazarika, M.L.A.
9. Shri Jaharmal Agarwala.
10. Shri Nurul Islam, M.L.A.
11. The Chairman, School Board, Nowgong,
12. Dr. Lalit Kumar Barooah,

Shri FAOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): What are the
functions of this Clommittee ?

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA: To sit from time to time
and ponmder Yvhat mniprovement is needed to be made to the
hospital, what improvement can be made to the diet, what other

improvements can be made regarding the patients and so on
and so forth,
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Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): What is the
period of life of the Dispensary Committee ?

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical): It is
generally for three years.

Maulavi NURUL ISLAM: Is the Hon’ble Minister
satisfied with the explanation given that duc to pressurc of
work the meeting could not be held ?

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA: That is the information I

have got. I quite realise that this meecting ought to have
been held earlier. ‘

Maulavi MAHAMMAD IDRIS: Was not Mr. Mahendra

Hazarika a Deputy Minister when the Committee was last
constituted in September, 1957 ?

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA: I am not cquite sure of

that. We are going to have another gentleman in his place.

Night duty by the doctors and medicai aid to the
Patients in the Civil Hospitals

Maulavi NURUL ISLAM (Dhing) asked :

P ;
State25. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased to

(@) Whether there is any provision of night duty by
doctor and compounder in the Civil Hospitals

to rececive and give medical aid to the patients

111. cmergent caécs, who happcn to arrive at

night ?

hether it is a fact that patients who arrive at

night in the Civil Hospital do not get any

medical facilities ?

() Whether it is a fact that medicines and other
necessary things are to be supplied to the indoor

pPatients free ?

1ether it is a fact that in most cascs the indoor

patients are to purchase medicines and injections

and even baudagc.ﬁ., etc., from their own pockets

and even in fata] cases the patients are to wait

unattended till thege things are supplied by
them ?

(4)

(d)

A —

A
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Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical)
replied :

25. (a)—Yes.
(b)—It is not a fact.
(¢)—Yes, within the normally available stock.

(d)—No, in the general ward patients are given all
sorts of medicines which are available in the hospital stock, free
of cost.

TMaulavi NURUL ISLAM (Dhing): Will the Hon’ble

Minister make inquiry whether the complaints made by the
public are realy true or not ?

TShri RUP NATH BRAHMA : If the hon. Member
can bring a specific instance of these allegations then

certainly I will look into the matter and see that things are
set right.

TShri RAM NATH SARMA (Lumding): Is the Minis-
ter aware of the fact that the Medical Officer who remains

in-charge of night duty remains in his quarters and not in the
hospital ?

TShri RUP NATH BRAHMA : Ihave not got that
information officially but I have been told by the hon.Member
who has put the Question (Loud Laughter).

tMaulavi NURUL ISLAM : Is it a fact that the outdoor
patients also get medicines free ?

TShri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) : Yes.

tShri RAM NATH SARMA: Is the Minister aware
that the doctor in-charge of this particular hospital in
Nowgong instructs the patients to purchase medicines and
other things from outside ?

‘TSpeech not corrected,
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7Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical):
I have no such information.

Allotment of money for opening of dispensaries in the
: district of NOngng

Maulavi NURUL ISLAM (Dhing) asked :
126. Will the Medical Minister be pleased to state—

(¢) Whether any sum of money was allotted for
opening of dispensaries in the District of
Nowgong during 1955-56, 1956-57 and 1957-58?

(6) If so, how many dispensaries were opened in the

' District of Nowgong during the same period
and where ?

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical)
zeplied :

26. (a)-—Yes, as per statement below—

1955-56—Rs.47,536 for two Public Health Dis-
pensaries at Udari and Nij-Gerua.

1956-57—Rs.47 ,536 for two Public Health Dis-
pensaries at Kahua-Ati and Barali-
mari. Rs.36,400 for a Dispensary
at Meruagaon under Art. 275 of the
Constitution.

1957-58—Rs.25,000 for Dispensary at Lumding.

(b)—None of the dispensaries sanctioned in 1955-56,
1956-57 and 1957-58 has yet been opened.

" TMaulavi NURUL ISLAM: Whether Government has

received any representation from the public of Moirabari for a
dispensary ?

TShri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical): [
have no such information up till now.

1Speech not corrected

e
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Gold deposited in the Dibrugarh Treasuary

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)
asked :
*27. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the heavy amount of gold which lately
disappeared from Dibrugarh Treasury had
since been detected ?

(b) Whether the value of the gold has been deposited
in any Treasury of this State ?

(¢) If not, whether Government propose to credit
the amount to Government account ?

(d) Who carried this gold to Calcutta and why ?

(¢) Why the box was sealed and keptin Dibrugarh
Treasury creating impression that the gold was
there ?

(/) Whether officer responsible for sealing the empty
box and keeping in Treasury is still in the
service of this Government ?

(g) Whether Government propose to furnish this
House with a detailed report on the matter ?

.Sélri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied :

217. (a)——The gold in question did not actually disappear
but was sold by the Customs Authorities, Calcutta.

(b)—No.

(c)—The sale proceeds of the gold was deposited in the
Customs House Treasury in Calcutta.

(d)-—The goldwas taken by the Customs authorities
for disposal.

(e)=——Could not be ascertained as the then Court
Officer is dead.

(f)—He is dead.

*Speech not correct.
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(g)—A detailed report is furnished below—

The existence of a sealed tin suit case said to
contain 982 tolas of gold in the Dibrugarh Treasury came to
light only in course of inspection of the said Treasury by the
Commissioner of Plains Division on 18th November, 1955,

The investigation conducted by the Superinten-
dent of Police, Dibrugarh, revealed that on 27th June 1944,
eight hundred and ninety-two (892) tolas of gold were seized
from one Chien Koh Cheng, Mechanic, C. N. A. C. at Dinjan

Air Field and theindividual was arrested by the Police on duty
in the Air Field.

From the Court Malkhana Register of Dibru-
garh Court it appeared that a sealed tin suit case, said to con-
tain 982 tolas of gold seized from Chien Koh Cheng at Dinjan
Air Field was received at Dibrugarh Court on 28th June, 1944
and then sent to Dibrugarh Treasury. On the basis of this
report the Deputy Commissioner, Lakhimpur moved Govern-
ment for orders for confiscation of the said gold and for its
disposal by auction, as there was no claimant for the same. On

receipt of _Government orders the Deputy CGommissioner opened
the tin suit case but no gold was found.

G Ve On receipt of information from the Deputy
ommissioner, a case was registered at Dibrugarh police station.

- S AT Inspector was deputed from Shillong
for investigation of the case,

During the investigation it was revealed from the
ble in~ the Office of the Collector of Customs,
Calcutta that 892 tolas of gold (not 982 tolas), seized from
Chien Koh Cheng, was taken to Calcutta by the Customs on
L4th July, 1944 and sold in auction on 23rd January, 1945 for
Rs.64,948-12-0 and the amount was deposited in the Customs
House Treasury in Calcutta on the same date.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): When was

this man Chien Koh Cheng arrested, and when he was arrested
was the tin suit case also seized by the Police ?

records availa

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):

He was arrester on 28th June, 1944 and was kept in custody for
about two months when there was investigation. The suit case

must have been'seized at the time of the arrest of the person,



1958] QUESTIONS 533

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): This is a
surmise ; my questien is whether actually the suit case was
seized along with the man when he was arrested ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
It must have been ; his arrest and the seizure of the suit case
must have been at the same time. Of course, here it is men-
tioned “seizure of gold ”, although the suit case has not been
specifically mentioned.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
With regard to answers to (¢) and (), may I know whether
it is a fact that with the death of particular Government officer
we are unable to avail of the information for his action taken
in his official capacity ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : It may not
be so in all cases, but in this particular case I would
submit that this is a very old story. This incident took place
as early as in the middle of 1944 and therefore, unless the
officer, who conducted the preliminary investigation, is available

a lot of information which are necessary for investigation
cannot be collected.

Mr, SPEAKER: A dead man tells no tales !

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Have the Government
any information how this 892 tolas of gold, which was auctioned

by the Customs Officer in Calcutta, could go from Assam to
Calcutta ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : I have already
replied that this gold was taken by the Qustoms Authorities

to Calcutta.
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: From where ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA From Dibrugarh,

Mr. SPEAKER: He must have been a foreigner.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Yes, Sir, he was
a Chinese.
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Allotment of money under the Second Five Year Plan
during 1957-58

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari) asked:

*28. Will the Minister-in-charge of Planning and Develop-
ment be pleased to state—

(2) What amount has been sanctioned for the year
1957-58 from the Second Five Year Plan
(showing amounts in each Department) ?

(b) What amount out of the above sanctioned amount
has been spent (showing the amounts in each
Department) up till now ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that most of the amounts
sanctioned for 1957-58 has not been spent ?

(d) If so, what is the reason ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY (Minister, Agri-

culture for Minister, Planning and Development):

28. (a) & (b)—Amounts budgetted under each head of
d‘“:Velop_ment in the State budget for 1957-58 and figures of
expenditure reported to have been incurred by the Depart-
ments till 30th September 1957 indicated in the Statement laid
on the Table.

Statement laid on the Table in reply to Starred

Question 28(a)]

Heads and Sy,

heads of Development Outlay sanc-  Expenditure
tioned for incurred
1957-58 from 1st

April 1947

to 30th Sep-
tember 1957

L Agricult (1) 2
ure ‘an, Q A ( ) (3) .
gricu]tu;le ?mmu‘.“ty Development— Rs. Rs.
(2 eXecuted b.vn;lud’.ng minor irrigation schemes 108-96 1568
) Anima] hush; dllbllc Works Department (N.E.D).
ndry and Dairying . L. 23-39 032
(3) Forest iﬂcludin .t
E S0il Conservation i, i 18-30 400
(4) Fiﬂheries
i 6-80 0°66
(5) Communj,
Y De :
6) ¢ i mE S 113-04 20-87
O-Gperation ang Warehousing 28-00 3-97
(7) Panchayats
48-55 036
Total— . 34704 54°86

—

*
Speechnot corrected,
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QUESTIONS

Heads and Sub-he; g of Development

()

2. Irrigation and Power—

(1) Multi-purpose,

Projects. Major and Medium Irrigation

(2) Power Projects—

(a) Civil "

(&) Electrical

Total—2

3. Industry and Mining—

(a) Large and Medium Industries—

(1) Major Industries

.ae .. .e

() Village and Smali Scale Industries—

(1) Other than

It Sericulture and Weaving (Cottage

(2) Sericulture ang Weaving

ae s

(3) Khadi and Village Industries

Tota l— 3 ee

Tramsport and Communication—
(1) Roads and Bridges

(2) Road Transport
(3) Tourism i

§, Social Services—
(a) Education—
(1) Basic -
(2)General
(3) Technical.. ..

(4} University

Total-—-5(a)

535
Outlay sanc- Expenditure
tioned for incurred
1957-58 from Ist
April 1947
to 30th sep-
tembet 1957
@ (3)
Rs. Rs
16:00 547
7'87 13:30
50445 14-44
74:32 3321
5550 50
3520 1:50
2610 503
813 403
12493 10:56
92:40 50°20
12°50 0-49
2:50 0+05
107°40 5074
48-20 1898
3677 0:56
42:32 9-23
400 1°75
131-29 30-52
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Heads and Sub-heads of Development

(1)

(b) Health—

(1) Medical .,

(2) Public Health e

..

Total—5(b)
(¢) Housing . i S
Total—5(c)
(d) Labour and Labour Welfare e
Total—5(d)
(¢} Welfare of Backward Classcs—
(1) Hills Tribes .
(2) Plains Tribals o ..
(3) Scheduled Castes ,. s -n
- Total—5(¢)
(f) Social Welfare v
Total 5(fF) ..
Total--5

6 . Mimn ancolls__

(1) Re-organigass
ganisation of Pyplic Works Department
(2) Publicity

i . o=

(3) Statistics

(4)Aid to Local Bodjes

(5) Town Planning

Total—6

Grand Total

o0

[&TH MAR
Outlay sanc- Expenditure
tioned for incurred
1957-58 from lst
April 1947
to 30th Sep-
tember 1957
(2) (3)
Rs. Rs.
7069 13400
49-31 713
120-00 20°73
27:40 4-34
2740 4'34
4-37 012
437 0-12
135-00 1909
3000 9:26
5-00 *55
T’IO‘OO 2890
TO'GO 016
19°98 0-16
463°06 8577
2000 3:74
350 0-20
396 1-05
10-00 .e
362 0:84
41-08 583 k-
1157-83 24097
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(¢) & (d)--Tigures of expenditure after 30th Septem-
ber 1957 are not readily available. ;

The figures of expenditure mentioned above
represent expenditure for the first 6 months of the year when
the expenditure is generally slow, as during this period only
preliminary measures are taken like obtaining financial sanc-
tions, indenting for scarce materials like cement, C. I. sheets,
iron rods, etc., acquisition of lands, recruitment of required
personnel etc., etc.

It is during the winter season that the works
gain momentum and the bulk of the expenditure is usually
incurred in Assam.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari) : May I know
what amount could not be spent ? :

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY (Minister, Agri-
culture) : I have already stated that fioures can only be given
for six months. The total of the sanctioned amount was Rs.

1157.83 lakhs and the amount spent, in the first six months was
Rs. 240°97 lakhs.

Re : Nowgong Municipal Board
Maulavi NURUL ISLAM (Dhing) asked

%29, Will the l\fIinister-in-charge of Local-Self Governmeiit
be pleased to state—

(2) When the last election of members to the
Nowgong Municipal Board was held ?

() Whether Government nomination of members
to the said Board has been made ?

(¢) If not, why not ?

(d) Whether the old Chairman of the Board is
competent to hold auction sale of town bazars

and pounds without ;
formclzl ? 1out the Boarq being regularly

(e) Whether it isa fact that updey the L. S.-G. Act
such  Municipal bazapg and pounds must be

put to sale in auctiop by the middle of
February ? %
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(/) If so, what action the Government has taken to
put the above Municipal bazars and  pounds
for sale in auction ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)

replicd : .

29. (a)—The . last General FElection of the Nowgong
Municipal Board was held on 24th September, 1957.

(b)—Yes.

(¢)=-Does not arise.

(d)—Chairman of the old Board continues to hold
office till the date of election of the new Chairman of the
Board after the general election wvide Section 34(2) read with
Section 26(3) of the Assam Municipal Act, 1956. As such
he is competent to hold auction sale of the bazars and

pounds.

(¢)—The Municipal pounds and markets are sold
by public auction in accordance with the Rules framed
under the Assam Municipal Act and not under the Assam
L.-S. G. Act as referred to in the cuestion.

According to Rule 3 of the rules of Procedure for the
sale of pounds and markets by Municipal Boards in Assam
the sale by public auction of the pounds and markets is to be
held, by giving one month’s notice, not later than th.e 14th
February in the financial year preceding that in which the
lease is to take eflect.

( f)—Municipal pounds and markets are settled by
the Municipal Boards concerned and State Government do
not come into the picture.

Shri RAM NATH SARMA (Lumding): May know how
many months do the Government take to nominate members ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
In this particular case the nominations were made in the last
week of January, 1958,

Maulavi NURUL ISLAM (Dhing): Why there was such
a delay ? i
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Unfortunately
this delay occurred and we are very sorry for this.

Maulavi NURUL ISLAM: Isita fact that the sales of
bazars and pounds have not already been held ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : I tried to get
the mformation, but it is not readily available.

Maulavi NURUL ISLAM: If I say that these have not

> . RN EEE D
been held, am 1 correct :

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :
If the hon. Member has personal knowledge about it, I am
prepared to accept his statement,

(Starred Quesiion No.3¢ standing in the name of Shri
Harinarayan Barua was nog put and answered
as the Questioner was absent)

House building loan in Zamindari area of Goalpara

Maulvi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara) asked :

*31. Will the Minister-in-cha

- rge of Town and Country
Planning be pleased to state—

(a) \/\{1.1(_‘..[11(.:[‘ it. is a fact that granting of house
ouilding loan in  Zamindar arca of Goalpara
district has been kept in abeyance ?

(b) 1Ifso, why ?
M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY
culture, for Minister Town and Country

31. (a¢)—No.

(Minister, Agri-
Planning)replied :

(b)—Does not arise,
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Joint Director of Cottage Industries, Assam
Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari) asked :

¥32. Will the Minister-in-charge of Cottage Industries be
pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Joint Director of
Cottage Industries, Assam Shri A.D. Adhi-
kari, (who also hold the charge of the
Director), was deputed to Delhi during the
last part of September 1957 to represent the
Government of Assam in an All-India meeting
of the Officers of the Cottage Industries
Department ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that the said Shri A. D.
Adhikari, without the previous permission of
the Assam Government, left direct from Delhi
to Scotland to get himself marricd to an English
lady ?

(¢)  Whether itis not a breach of official discipline
on the part of Shri A. D. Adhikari (a head of
Department) to remain  absent from duty
without making over charge in a foreign
country ?

(d) If so, what action Government propose to take ?

(¢) How the said Shri Adhikari could arrange Visas
and Passport without the previous knowledge of
the State Government ?

Shri MOHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister):
92.(2) =7 “Ifsem vxfym |

() UNiawidics ghia v 1w «i513fem, oo gha w471 197 colar
AT e o8 wft car 53 |

C -~ J

(©) Gdf’ruai%iﬁ A wifigy fr calale cEicn w9 e, g g
IR A g off catate 7, 0m SwFAl =0, 2 |

(d) sfewrses aimeg ¢
~ o NS ATEHE A @iy arcd ©ld At (e Ayl w5y
il Taeg | AL b I G C

]
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(¢) Commonwealth ¢rs Visa @ldla 9igiis @21 98 6>
57Te THes fIFEIE aGte @M 43l Passport 4T
300S 5TT 4 AT 258 BALAE AN AAITF renew FAcaRA |
cizwiard U, K. @ el 7= Visa 91 Passport #3¢d
atfers pawtad a1 g afs @ aifea |

#32. (aj—Yes.

(b)—>Shri Adhikari sent his leave application, but
before it was sanctioned he had left.

(¢)—In casual leave, no charge neceds handing over.
But leaving the country before receiving actual sanction of
leave amounted to breach of discipline.

(d)—He has been warned to desist from such action
in future.

(e)—Visa is not required for commonwealth coun-
tries. His original Passport was made in 1951 when he
went to England for study. This was renewed again in 1956
making it valid till 1961. So he had not to take any permis-
sion from the Government for Passport or Fisa prior to his
departure to U, K. :

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari) : (o8 iaaiT <@
fem 2oy e Fia Caog | orehiTaE AR tzeg I Sifvee P

Shri MOHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister,
Cottage Industries): % t=fFne waa wa zfug | gfem
747 c1°5a study schemes studya Flacd aiefasica @l S @ifye ;
(2¢ nominatione #A2fGa | ¢1=ch wift 35 TG |

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : (r4s 8sfs
gifgar ¢ fa ?

2 Shri MOHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : 371, %
iz |

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: ¥ |
(Laughter)

———

“T'his is English Travslation of Shri Mohendra Nath Hazarika’s (Minister, Cottage Indus-
tries) reply in Assamese.
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Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari) : 3% fifita a1
ctfomr st @zt T AL AEfea =i ?

Shri MOHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister,
Cottage Industries): fwdit=cam T.A. 7 |

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: iz 535 w21 T. A. N33
crats ?

Shri MOHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : fquty
witol ST 73FT |

Shri RAM NATIi SARMA (Lumding) : 3% {9 waiata
@R21F Fed i Aq_wfq a3 t=few o = 2 (Laughter) :

Grant of “Nisfkheraj’ lands to Satras in Dibrugarh
Subdivision

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)
asked :

*33. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to
state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that there was a grant of about
2,424 bighas of land in 6 mauzas, viz., Moder-
khat, Mancutita, Lahoal, Rohmoria, Chabua,
Pulunga and Bogdung in the name of Mattak or
Mayamora or Muyamoria “Satras” such as
Dinjoy Moderkhat and Garpara in Dibrugarh
Subdivision known as “N istkheraj” ?

(6) Whether it is a fact that these ““Nisfkheraj” land
was not transferable in ordinary course of trans-
action ?

(<) Whether itis a fact that most of these lands have
been transferred to non-cultivator businessmen
or Indian tea planters and the occupant cultiva-
tors were deprived of the same ?

(4) Whether it is a fact that individual “Satradhikars’
Were custodians of these lands only and they did
not have the power to sell or dispose of these

ands otherwise than the purpose for which these
were granted ?

() Whether Government propose to cancel mutation
of these lands from the non-cultivators business-
men and revert either as ‘“Nisfkheraj” to some
Of} those “Satras” or to sctile with the cultivator
Who were previous]y occupants ? :
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(/) Whether itisa fact that the benefit of “Nisfkhe-

vaj” in land revenue had been enjoying by these
businessmen ?

(g) If so, whether Government propose  to realise the
diflerence of land revenue between “Nisfkhe-
raj” and “Kheraj” land from these persons and
take steps against the officials, if any, at whose
fault these irregularities occurred ?

() What is the area of land stiil being occupied by
those Satras as “Nisfkheraj” ? -

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

33. (¢)—Two thousand seven hundred and thirteen bighas,
3 kathas, Y lessas of land were settled under Nisfkherai Pattas
in Moderkhat, Man:u;tg, Lahoal, Rohmoria, Chabua, Pulunga
and Bogdung mouzas with individual Satradhikars,

(b)—There is no bar to the transfer of Nisfkheraj
land.

- (e)—An area of 886 bighas, 1 katha, 16 lessas  of Nisf-
kheraj land was sold to non-cultivator businessmen and Tea
Planters.

(d)—The Satradhikars ave lease holders having transfer-
able interest in their lands,

(e)—Government cannot interfere in the AT
transfer or sale of Nisfkheraj land.
(/) & (¢)—The question of
taken up to enhance the revenue v
question of any fault of officials vy

re-assessment has since heen
ith reirospective effect, The
ill be examined.

. (B)—An area of 771 bighas, 3 kathas, 16 lessas is under
occupation of the Satradhikars, (e remaining area is under
occupation of cultivators. *

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
Whether it 15 a fact that thege Nisfkheraj lands were under

occupation of cultivators at the time of trans.er to non-cultivators

and the Government could noy preserve the right of the
unfortunate tenants ?
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Govern-

ment had to proceed according to law.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari): Whether
these lands which were given to the tenants are lands on
different terms ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Govern-

ment have no information.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: What benefit will be given

to those who cannot take advantage of the law court ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Those who cannot take
advantage of the law court they get no benefit.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Whether it is a fact that the tenant occupying land from time
immemorial, now have been cvicted by those non-cultivators
after transfer from Satradhikars.

. Shri HARESWAR DAS : Here the Temporarily Settled
District Act will apply if the tenants acquired any right of
Occupancy.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Honorable Minister refers to

la‘,“' only. The question is whether the tenants have been
€victed ?

a& Shri HARESWAR DAS : But, Sir, this isaltogether a
terent question.

ted x(‘l‘-WISPEAKER t Whether the tenants have been evic-
1ether the Government has any information ?

Shri .
reply isr:h?élf{ngswAR DAS : If that be the question the

Mpr, SPEAKER; Whether the tenants have been evi(_:ted ?

Shri HARESWAR pAg .

Government has no information TF Hhat b e
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
With regard to (/) whether Nisf-kheraj land purchased

by some other similar Satras will be allowed the same benefit
of Nisf-kheraj land ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): If the
Nisf-kheraj lands are not used for the same purpose for which

they are given, the Government shall charge a regular land
revenue.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: If some portion
of the Nisf-kheraj land is purchased from the non-cultivators,

whether the benefit of the Nisf-kheraj land will be given to the
Satras or Satradhikars ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Yes.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari): Whether
this is Satra land ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: It belongs to the Satra.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari): Whether
Satra lands are not transferable ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: These are transferable.

———

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(to which answers were laid on the table)

Expenditure on Dibrugarh Revetment

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) asked : -

84. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment be pleased to state—

(a) The total expenditure incurred by Government for
construction of revetment at Dibrugarh ?
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(b) Whether it is a fact that out of the total expendi-
ture a large amount has been mis-appropriated
and mis-spent ?

(¢) If the reply to (b) above be in the affirmative,
what was the estimated amount mis-appropriated
and mis-spent ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
P.W.D., Flood Control and Irrigation) replied :

84.(a)—Rs.12-84 lakhs.
(6)—No.
(¢)—Does not arise,

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal): == wtziva,
@00 bag cementa fE5i7 17 fimia «=71 wifea, 12 {FeA0R FElT Afaca e ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: 3@ &l
information s wAcBa T |

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Whether it is a fact that Government money amounting to

several lakhs of rupees had been washed away by the Brahma-
putra ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Only a portion
of the revetment was washed away. Whether the amount
18 several lakhs of rupees or not it is not readily available.

Regarding appointment of Shri M. I. Malik as Director
of Veterinary and Animal Husbandry

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari) asked :

o Sg‘i-ez\_’ill the Migister-in-charge of Veterinary be pleased

(a) WhendSRri M. I. Malik, the Director of Veterinary
and Animal Husbandry was appointed ?
Eg)) ‘%Eether he is a retired person ?

ether he h . d
: a n appointe on contract
basis ? s bee bp
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(d) If so, what are the terms and conditions of the
{ contract ?
' (¢) Was there any advertisement for the post of
Director ?
(f) If so, how many persons applied for the post ¥ |
(g) Whether Shri Malik was selected by the Govern-
ment or by the Public Service Commission ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Veterinary) replied :
85.(a)—On 13th August, 1957.

(b)—Yes.

(¢)—Yes.

(d)—Shri Malik has been appointed on contract basis
for 8 years and his services are terminable on three months’
notice on cither side. A copy of the agreement is placed on
library table.

Agreement

Articles of agreement made this 21st day of the month of
July 1957, between Shri Mahamed Ismail Malik, Retired
Director of Veterinary Services, Government of Bihar of the
first part and the Governor of Assam of the second part.

Whereas the Governor of Assam (hereinafter called the
Governor) has engaged the party of the first part and party of
the first part has agreed to serve the Governor (including his
successors in office) in the Agriculture Department of the
Government of Assam as Director of Animal Husbandry and
Veterinary Department of Assam on the terms and conditions
hereinafter contained.

Now these presents witness and the parties hereto respec-
tively agree as follows :— : :

1. The party of the first part shall submit himself to the
orders of the Governor and the officers and authorities under
whom he may from time to time be placed by the Governor
and shall, subject to the terms of this agreement, remain
exclusively in the service for 2 period of not less th’an three
years commencing from the date of his Joining it

2. The party of the first part shal] ge . le time
to his duties and at all times obey the z?ﬁzsh};c‘f:lgigg the
Government Servants Conduct Rules prescribed for the time
being for the regulation of the branch of the public service t0




548 QUESTIONS [8rH MAR.,

which he may belong and shall, whenever required, proceed
to any part of the State or outside the State and there perform
such duties as may be assigned to him.

3. The party of the first part shall not, except in the case
of accident or sickness certified by competent medical
authority, absent himself from his duties without having first
obtained permission from the Governor or his authorised
officers.

4, The service of the party of the first part may be
terminated as follows :(—

({) at the end of the third year by either party without
notice,

(i) at any time on 3 months’ notice in writing given
tc him by the Governor, if in the opinion of the
Governor which will be final the party of the first
part, proves unsuitable for efficient performance of
his duties during service under this agreement:

Provided always that the Governor may, in lieu of notice
herein provided for, pay the party of the first part a sum
equivalent to the pay for 3 months, and if thc notice falls
short of the stipulated period of 3 months a sum equivalent
to the pay for the period by which the notice served falls of the
stipulated period ;

(¢4¢) by the Governor without previous mnotice if the
Governor is satisfied on medical evidence, by the
State Standing Medical Board, that the party of
the first part is unfit and likely for a considerable
period to continue unfit by reasons of ill-health for
the discharge of his duties in the State, provided
always that the decision of the Governor that the
party of the firgt part is likely to continue unfit

Sﬁ}lf?tll;;rtc?n‘:lusive and binding on the party of the
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(iv) by the Governor without any previous notice if the
party of the first part shall be guilty of any
insubordination, intemperance, or other misconduct
or of any breach of any of the provisions of these
presents or of any rules, pertaining to the branch
of the public service to which he may belong ;

(v) by 3 months’ notice in writing given at any
time during service under this agreement by the.
party ol the first part to the party of the second
part:

Provided always, if before the expiry of the period of three
years from the date of his joining, the first party leaves the
service of the second party without permission or without giving
the latter three months’ notice the first party shall be liable for
breach of contract to pay the Second party a sum equivalent to
3 mon:ths’ pay by way of liquidated damages it being the
intention of the parties that such sum representing three
months’ pay shall be deemed to be the ascertained amount of

damages sustained by such breach without any necessity to
prove damages or the amount thereof,

And itis hercby expressly agreed and declared that this
agreement shall be treated and considered as entered into
under the orders of the Government of Assam for the perfor-
mance by the first party of a public duty and act in which the
public are mterested within the meaning of Section 74 of the
Indian Contract Act, 1872 (Act IX of 1872).

9. If the party of the first part be suspended from duty
during mvestigation into any charge of misconduct as mention-
ed in clause (iv) of Sectl(_)n 4 hereof, he shall not be entitled to
any pay during such period of suspension but shall be entitled

to receive a subsistance allowance that should not exceed
}th of pay.

6. The party of the first part sh
- of Rs.1,800 per mensem (Rupees
hundred) only, less pension including portion, if any, commut-

ed and pension equivalent of death-cum-retirement gratuity as
admissible to him for services under the Government of Bihar.

all draw pay at the rate
one thousand and eight
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7. The party of the first part shall be granted Gazetted
rank and enjoy all the privileges of officers holding gazetted
status, subject to the provisions of this agreement.

8. The party of the first part shall, during his service under
these presents be entitled to leave as admissible to temporary
Government Scrvants under Revised Leave Rules, 1934. Any
leave that may remain to the credit of the officer will lapse
with the termination of his service.

9. The party of the first part shall be entitled to previleges
as regards medical attendance as admissible to an officer of
similar rank to the post he occupics.

10. If the party of the first part is required to travel in the
interest of the public service he shall be entitded to travelling
allowance on the scale provided for in the Assam Travelling
Allowance Rules for the time being in force and applicable to

officers of the first grade.

11. Notwithstanding anything hereinbcfore centained, the
pay and leave salary admissible under these presents shall be
subject to any emergency out that may be ordered by the
Governor for the same period and on the same terms as for
other officers under the administrative control to the Governor.

12. In respect of any matter for wy}_nch no provision has
been made in this agreement the provisions of the_ Rules or Acts
made or deemed to have been made_under(sechon 241 of the
Government of India Act, 1935 or Acticle 309 of the Constltq-
tion as the case may be, regulating the recruitment and  condi-
tions of service of persons appointed to the IJUbllffAservwe and
posts in connection with the affairs of the S_tfltGIOf S;’lam, shall
apply to the extent to which they are apphéab € to the service
hereby provided for and, the decision of the : overnor af:§ to their
applicability shall be final and binding on the party o the first

part.

13. In witness whereof Shri Mahmmed Ismail Malik,
Retired Director of Veterinary Services, Government of Bihar,
party of the first part and Secretary to the Government of
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Assam, Agriculture Department acting for and on behalf of
and by the order and direction of the Governor of Assam have
hereunto set their hands.

In the presence of _
1. Signed by the party of the
first part.

(Witness)
Sd./- M, I. MALIK,
1. Signature of the party of the
first part.
21-7-1957.
2
In the presence of 2. Signed by the Secretary to
the Government of Assam
in the Agriculture Depart-
(Witness) ment on behalf of the
Governor,
]
Sd./- K, G. R. IYER,
Signature of the party of the
2. Second part.
(e)—Yes.
(f)—15.

g)—By the Public Service Commission.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari): Whether he
was {)qwen the first preference by the Public Service Commis-
sion I

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Veterinary): Yes.

I-Shri }?ADHIKA RAMA DAS: Whether any Assamese
applicant having training in America was given fer . b
the Public Service Commission ? 2 e
B M. M())ININJ_L HIAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,

eterinary): 0 such person was oi fe by the
Public Service Commission. g e

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Isit a fact that he was
not selected by the Kashmir Government ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: We have no
such information.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Will the Government be
pleased to enquire about it ?

M. MOIP_JUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: It is not neces-
sary to enquire about it.
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Delimitation of District Council Constituencies of
United Khasi and Jaintia Hills District

Shri LARSING KHYRIEM (Jowai: Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes) asked:

86. Will the Minister-in-charge of Autonomous Districts be
pleased to state—
(a) Whether the delimitation of the last District
Coouncil Constituencies of the District United
Khasi and Jaintia Hills was published in proper
time without any delay ?

(b) What are the principles followed in constituting
the constituencies ?

(¢) Whether the Government is aware that the District
Council, United Khasi and Jaintia Hills, pas-
sed a resolution lately that the delimitation of
constituencies should bebased on reasons of
contiguity, population and territorial limits ?

(d) Whether these principles were followed by the
party in power then ?

(¢) If Government is aware that the District Council
have passed a resolution that the population of a
constituency should mnot exceed 5.000 than
that of any other constituency ?

CA) IE Govqrnment is aware that the population of
Jowai constituency is about 1,000 more than
that of the Rymbai constituency L

(&) What is the population of each constituency of
the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills District ?

(#) What actions have been taken on the protest

of the Jaintia Durbar and the leaders of the
‘Tribal Union ?

Ga t' WI o e '+
Aveas) replie}{}IAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal

86. (a) to (hA—Under :
-nder paragraph 2 (7) of the Sixth
Schcdqle to the Constltutmn, the gmag:ter concerns the District
Coouncil and as such Government do not come into.the picture.



~ 1gsg] QUESTIONS 553

Shri LARSINGH {KHYRIEM ( Jowai: Reserved for
Scheduled ‘fT'ribes): Sir, in reply to all my questions
the Government have said—‘“Under paragraph 2 (7) of
the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution, the matter concerns
the District Council and as such Government do not come into
the picture”—now, if the District Councils act contrary to the
provision of the Sixth Schedule is it not the duty of the
Government to interfere in the matter ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas Department): Yes Sir, if District Councils act contrary
to the provision of the Sixth Schedule, Government will
certainly interfere.

Shri LARSINGH KHYRIEM: Do Government know that
- the District Council of Khasi and Jaintia Hills acted contrary
to the provision of the Sixth Schedule ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: Sir, there was a
proposal in the last District Council of Khasi and Jaintia Hills
to pass certain rules concerning delimitation of constituencies
in the district, but as that Rule was found defective, Govern-
“ment did not approve of Tt

Shri LARSINGH KHYRIEM: Will Government make
an enquiry in the matter ?

Capt. WILLTAMSON A. SANGMA: As matters stand
at present, there is mo necessity for any enquiry.

Regarding Construction of Roads in Maijgram Refugee
Colony

Shri ABDUL HAMID CHOUDHURY (Karimganj-
South) asked:

87. Will the Minister-in-charge of Relief and Rehabilita-
tion be pleased to state— |

(a) What sum of money was sanctioned for construc-
tion of roads in Maijgram Refugee Colony ?

(b) Who were granted contracts for such construction
work ?
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(¢) Whether it is a fact that of late some contractors
were arrested for drawing false bills for alleged
construction of new roads in that colony ?

(d) Who are those contractors ?

(¢) Who is the Supervising Officer who certified the
construction ?

(f) What action has been taken against the offenders
and the Supervising Officer ?

1.S(limi BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied :

87. (a)—Rupees 34,620,
(6)— (i) Shri B. K. Choudhury.
(#) Shri Gurudas Deb.
(22z) Shri Haripada Das Gupta.
(¢v) Shri Benode Lal Roy.

' () & (d)—These four contractors were arrested under
Section 420/120B/409 I. P. C.

S . .(6)—The then Overseer Shri H. K. Majumdar was the
Upervising Officer and payments were made on completion
certificates furnished by him and on bills drawn up by him.

Shr (f)—The four contractors and the Supervising Officer,
i H. K Majumdar, the then Overseer were arrested and

i;ub?’eql}emly released on bail and the matter is still under
olice Investigation., 3

Regarding Construction of Roads in Sonebeel Area of
Ratabari Police Station

. Shri : d ,
South) “E:S&I;DUL HAMID CHOUDHURY (Kﬂ.l‘lmganj.

88. win tl it : ’ ) i
tiol Be Pleasedliol\g:;::T-m-Charge of Relief and Rehabiljta-

() What sum of money was spent for construction of

roads in Soneheel area of Ratabari Police
Station ? '
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(6) Who were the Contractors ?

(¢) Whether the roads constructed are still in
existence ?

(d) Whether Shri S. Kalita, the then Subdivisional
Officer, Karimganj ever visited the locality to
inquire into the condition of the roads ?

(¢) Whether he submitted any report on the enquiry ?
(f) If so, what are the contents of the report ?
(g) What action has been taken on the report ?

l_chn-i BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied :

88. (a)—Rupees 1,08,856°25.

(b)— (¢) Shri P. N. Goswami.

(#2) Shri Matilal Dutta.
!(22¢) Shri Bidyut Dam.

(tv) Shri Harendra Roy.

(v) Shri Haralal Das.

(v¢) Shri Subimal Nag.

(wiz) Shri S. R, Dutta.
(veri) Shri Beharilal Das.

(zx) Shri Kumud Ranjan Goswami.
(¥) Shri M. B. Deb Roy.

(x2) Shri Mon Mohan Bhattacharjee.

(c)—Roads constructed on the Sonebeel area have been
damaged in places by cattle and successive floods since March,
1955. :

(d)—Shri S. Kalita, the then Subdivisional Offjcer,
Karimganj did not visit the Sonebeel area for enquiry into the
condition of roads but he saw a portion of roads in course of
his tour in thatarea in other connection.

(¢)—No report was submitted by Shri S. Kalita on the
condition of roads in the Sonebeel area. .

(f)_——-.In view of the reply to () above, the question
does not arise.

(g) This question does not arise in view of the rcpiy
to (¢) above. - B
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Charitable Dispensaries in Mangaldai Subdivision
Md. MATLEBUDDIN (Dalgaon) asked :
89. Will the Medical Minister be pleased to state—

() How many charitable dispensaries are there in the
Mangaldai Subdivision ?

(6) Whether  Government have taken any step to
increase the number of such dispensaries in
Mangaldai Subdivision ?

(¢) Whether Government is awarc that the only
dispensary at Dalgaon is quite inadequate to
serve the purpose of the people of 10 to 18 miles

on all quarters ?

(d) If so, whether -Government propose to establish
more dispensaries there ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact thata hospital is going to be
cstablished at Kharupathia very soon ?

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) replied :
dis dg%' (@)—There are 15 Local Board Dispensaries, 5 Subsg;.
Heel ISpensaries, 6 Public Health Dispensaries and 4 Primary

alt nits in  the Mangaldai Subdivision.

: ({!’)—-—A Mobile dispensary with its headquarters at

yl:rﬁgaé(clal has bc_en sanctiolraled ufuder Articl‘e 27§_Deve10p-

extend meeépe thls_ year, Every endeavour is being made ‘to

Mangaldag 1§a1 facilities to the masses as much as possible and

that &Rbentin ubdivision obviously falls within the purview of
2101 programme,

: . (O—Informatign ; e sl :
is being ‘made cfmation is not readily available. An enquiry

Membary in ’_this. regard. The atten_tion of the hon.

T 1s hboweyer invited to the reply at (/) above. ]
(d)—Hon. Member’s attention is invited to the reply

at () above. Py

(e)—Yes, as early as possible.
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Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Papery): Is it not a
fact that there is a Public Health Dispensary at Tangla ?

Mr. SPEAKER : The answer to that question s
obvious to the hon. Member. What is the purpose of asking
ats

Shri HIRALAY. PATWALY (Pamery): Government
decided to attach maternity ward to this Dispensary since
1955. T want to know whether that has been done ?

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Medical Minister): Sir,
there is sanction for Materinity Centre in the area, but the

question of attaching a Maternity Ward to the dispensary 1is
under consideration of Government,

Government Vehicles for Settlement Officers

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-
Jast) asked :

90. Will the 'l\fiinistcr-in-clmrgc of Revenue be pleased to
state—

(@) Whether Government are aware that the Settle-
ment  Officers are required to tour very
frequently in Muflusil arcas and to supervise
as many as fifteen offices of the Assistant Settle-
ment Officers during settlement operation ?

() Whether the Settlement Officers of Kamrup and
Sibsagar are entitled to Government vehicles ?

(¢) If'so, what is the reason for non-supply of vehicles
to them during the last two years ?

(d) Whether Govsarnment propose to supply Govern-
ment  vehicles to the Settlement Officers as

early as possible if necessary by withdrawing
vehicles from offices having surplus ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

90. (a)—Yes, but the
Officers’ offices vary in differen

(b)—VYes.

number of Assistant Settlement
t districts.
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: (¢)—1t is not a fact that vehicles were not supplied to
“the two Settlement Officers for the last two years. Settlement
Officer, Sibsagar was supplied with a vehicle in time. There
was some delay in providing the same to Settlement Officer,
Kamrup due to import restrictions. He was later supplied with
a vehicle intended for the Naga Hills.

(d)—Yes, as far as practicable.
Re: Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-
East) asked : |

91. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the Deputy Commis -
sioner, Kamrup, the District Officers at Gauhati
and the Inspecting Officers there are required
to stay at headquarters all the time for receiving
Ministers, Departmental Heads and other high
officials and for seeing them off ?

() Whether Government are aware that the Deputy
Commissioner, Kamrup, has been reduced
to the status of an escorting officer to and from
Borjhar and Jorabat, instead of being an Execu-
tive and Administrative Officer ?

(¢) ththcr Government are aware that sometimes
the Deputy Commissioner is to cancel meetings
of Committees for the above purpose without

notice ?

(d) Whether Government are aware that the District
Oﬂicers, and the Inspecting Officers at Gauhati
are unable to visit Muffosil to perform their

allotted duties there which has created a chaotic
condition ?

(e) It 80, whether Government propose to take imme-
diate steps to remove the above difficulty to
Mmake the District Officers at Gauhati available
to the public pa_r[}cu]a_r]y in Muilosil and to
POSt ‘a  Magistrate as Liaison Officer for the
purpose and to relieve the District and. the
Inspecting Officers 1o perform sufficient numbers
of tours in Muffosj] ?
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied :

91. (a)—No.
(b)—No.

(¢)—No. If for any reason the Deputy Commissioner
1s not available to preside at meetings, the Additional District
Magistrate presides,  There have been no instances of any

meeting being cancelled merely because the Deputy Commis-
sioner had to be away.

(d)— It is not a fact ?

(¢)—Does not arise in view of replies to the question
above.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog): How

many times the Deputy Commissioner went to Barpeta for
inspection ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
I want notice for this question, Sir, By looking from the tour
diaries of District Officers it will be seen that they used to visit
muffasil areas, but with regard to a paiticular place, as mention-
ed by my Friend from Sorbhog T want notice.

Re. Tihu and Barama High Schools

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS (Patacharkuchi: Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes) asked :

92. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to

state—

(a) The principle of selecting High Schools as Higher
Secondary High Schools or ag Multipurpose
High Schools ? :

() Whether Government Aided Tihu High School and
Barama High School were included either in

the scheme of Multipurpose High School or
Higher Secondary High Schgols ?

(¢) If not, whether Government propose to enlist them
in either of the two schemes during 1958-59 ?
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(d) Whether it is a fact that the recommendations of
the Development Board are not getting appro-
val by the Lducation Department generally ?

(¢) If so, whether Government propose to constitute .
the Development Board for the purpose of Edu-
- cation ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agri-
culture for Minister, Education) replied :

92. (a)—The principles of selecting High Schools as Higher
Secondary or Multipurpose High Schools are based on location,
roll strength, stafl, accommodation, etc. of the Schools.

(b)—No.
(¢)—The matter is under consideration.
(d)—No.

__(e)——Docs not arise,

Bijoypore Mahila Samity

" dsyri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)

93. Will the Minister-in-charge of Cottage Industries be
pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a 1act that the women folk of Bijoy-
pore Village within Abor Hills Transferred area
are taking initiative of weaving collectively ?

) Whether‘ Government lately received any Iepre-
sentation requesting for help for this Bijoypore
Mohila Samity last year ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that Government
grant. and guidance will be able to create
a good production centre there ?

(d) Whether Government proposed to help and guide
this enterprise ? ‘
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Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister-in-
charge of Cottage Indusiries) replied :

93.(a)—This Department has no information.
(b)—No.

(c)—If we receive application with schemes, from
public of the localities we may examine the same by deputing
an officer for enquiry and will submit recommendation for grants
to the authority concerned.

(d)—Yes, if it deserves.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: (Saikhowa)
a4 eIeBeE 5 1 wadizg s 12 @t respective department ¢ 475l
T F A w9 Bea v wacy qgw o

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: =z, department
¢l dtstm g1 wiw R4 At Bew faesw fm = |

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal): =fzsn #f3fs
ey 9t alca sned ifi fAstfEra Ataea fFm vl =3 2

Shri MOHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: “t3ss0m AR
cAtala @4t ¢zt 917 |

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
T A0, Atel o waaAfs fara 73 @2 RE0T FF e | ooy Beie
AT SteThs o dits | @i Bela ARTT edTw aih frm fas s
a1 fafee cisfim asts A 4@aE aebs 9 B9l olfimis gty w9
A | AR AT fa Ratew aftma ol 2018 aitawn e gas
TS @2 Aol [{aiws asts did RS T | wfogm ars 49
afeawaes g, fw e #1979 FE T/ s wew | e
faats Fdta dAats o=mw 33w 1 b RAF Tea ag 2091 Development
Fund 7 #a frm =7 wiw @30t fund T sfate ) oy | fafeet oyted
g1 ME AT TR A T, NI 93 fRwey fBw e R
T cofata fHipe 2imia, oreT I 5IFtaq omg o FIHITCT  TFEA
report: fAT aftst | @R Al T TRE onwwns wRT @ 17 <F
FAZ FEIA 537107 Rrasm FE0E |
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Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal): afza #fifes =
f5i2 “lzaica 12 Fatsa 853 fm =303 11 depariment 3 555 w05 734153 i
A AT - o A P e e s E

Shri MOHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister,
Cottage Industries): @m z7, g «a a1 Terw wm 73 |

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): 90E ¢ds
AT Wi afzata A 2t cdfeT afen A H Feds v R cdltata Ftad g ).

Marginal Embankments on the Pagladiya and Nona

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-
East) asked :

94. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment (Flood Control) he pleased to state—

(@) Whether marginal cmbankments provided on
Pagladiya and Nona rivers without examination
of the sources and the hydrological data are on
scientific bagis ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that flood cc-ptrol measures so
far taken by the Department in Nalbari area of
Assam have proved total failure ?

(¢) What arrangement has been done to remove silt
deposits of the rivers ?

(d) Whether itis a fact that no steps have yet heen l
taken to avert worst floods in the Nalbari area -3
particularly in Uparbarbhag Mauza in spite of
repeated representations of the public ?

lives were washed away in June, 1957 floods
of Pagladiya and Nona from Kamarkuychj

followed by death of another infant about the
same place ?

!
(¢) Whether Government are aware that two human |
\

(f) Whether Government are aware of their responsihi-
lity which they owe to the people to protect
their lives ang properties in this respect ?
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(g) What is the amount of expenditure incurred in
connection with provision of temporary repair
of breaches of Pagladiya in June, 1957 floods ?

(k) What quantity of bags and other materials were
supplied for each of the breaches of Pagladiya
and Nona and through what agency ?

(¢) Whether itis a fact that supply of bags and other
materials and in certain cases works themselves
were overestimated for payment to contractors
in the breaches repaired ?

(/) Whether the Department have received allegation
Irom Bijlighat side in this respect ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister-in-
charge, Flood Control]| replied :

94.(a)—Marginal ecmbankments have been provided on
Pagladiya and Nona after designing the embankments on proper
technical and scientific basis by observing available hydrological
data and other aspects ol the problem.

(6)—No.

(¢)—There exists no arrangements for the removal of
silt-deposits from the river beds so far.

(d)—No. Embankments have been constructed along
both banks of Pagladiva, Nona and Borolia [or flood protection
in Nalbari area. Raising and strengthening of Pagladiya em-
bankments have all so been taken in hand this year. Sluices
are being provided in the area near Dusutimukh (confluence of
Pagladiya and Borilia) to minimise flood congestion in that
arca.

(¢)—Two human lives were washed away by floods of
Pagladiya due to breach in the embankment, but regarding
the death of an infant Government has no informatiop.

(/)—Human ingenuity has not yet heen able to make
emhankments absolutely safe from hreaches hy high floods and
to avoid loss ol life and property resultan from such breaches.
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(g)—Rs. 1,05.000 approximately.

(h)—The details of bags supplied by contractors for
closing the breaches are as follows :—

Nos.
(i} At Sandha Village—Pagladiya left bank ... g 1,125
(@) At Dhaniagog—Pagladiya Icft hank 6,000
(iii) At Kalnarkuchi-—-Pagludiya right bank ... 3,560
(w) At Barmurikonu-——Pagladiya right hank 0,000
(#) At Dhantola—Pagladiya right bank 5,000
(vi) At Katbatra—Pagladiya left hank 2,131
Total .. 2181
(.)—No.
(J)—No.

Shri BATIKUNTHA NATH DAS (Rangia : Reserved for -

Scheduled Tribes):
charge whether Gover

Lechnical C Mmittee
fiver and if so, what

May we know from the Minister-in.
nment have received the Report of the
with regard to embankment of Pagladiya
were the recommendations ?

- M. MOINUTL, HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
ood Control): I want notice of that question, Sir.

Mr', SPEAKER : I think that is a simple question,

Flood GS},OINUL - HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Mlmster,

A trol):  Sir 1 as, what was the Report
of the Technica)l C ir, the question was, por

cannot | : ommittec of the Government of India—that
°¢ glven o hand, Sir.

Mr SPEAKER h e
v : - least b > the general recoms-
mendations, At least you can give g ceom

M. MOINUL  HAQUE, cHOUDHURY: Thes o
there already in reply (o ), Sir. ]
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Re: Town Police Staff in Nalbari Town and Nalbari
Thana

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-
East) asked :

95. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(@) Why the Town Police staff sanctioned at Nalbari
town 1n the last Budget Session has not yet been
posted ?

(0) Whether it is a fact that the delay in posting of
the stafl'is due to formal administrative appro-
val ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that there is
difficulty of traflic control due to absence of the
staft ?

(d) Whether Government are aware that during Rash
Puja festival at Nalbari lasting for a longer
period than anywhere clse in Assam, necessity
of this staff was considered very urgent ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware of the inordinate
delay in posting a small staff sanctioned during
the last Budget Session of the Assembly ?

(/) What steps Government propose to take to avoid
such unusual delay in future ?

(g) When the Town Police staff is expected to be
posted at Nalbari ?

96. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(@) "I'be strength of the Police staff at Nalbari Thana ?

(b) Whether Daulasal Investigation Centre and Belsor
outpost will continue to be controlled from
Nalbari Thana ?

(r) Whether Government are aware of insufficiency of
accommodation at Nalbari Thana for the pur-
pose of carrying its normal work ?

(d) Whether the office of the Circle Inspector, Nalbari

laving jurisdiction over five thanas is located
at Nalbari thang ?

(¢) Whether Government
thana building whijc
make it suitable for
accommodate the Cliy

Propose to reconstruct the
h has become very old to
purpose ‘of Thana and to
N Whef cle Inspector’s office ?
(/) Whether Governmen propose to construct a judi-
cial lock-up at Nalhari Thana for the undertrial

at Nalbari CUUITS ?
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(g) Whether Government are aware of stong 'iee‘lm.gs
of the people of Pachimbanbhag Mouza for its
recent transfer from Nalbari thana situated at
proximity with the thickly populated part of
the Mouza to Rangia Thana which 1s at a
greater distance from the thickly populated
area of the Mouza ? .

(2) Whether Government have taken action to con-
sider the grievances of the people of the Mouza
for its retransfer to Nalbari Thana ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied : )

95. (4)—Out of the sanctioned staff of one head constable
and six constables, the head constable has alrcady been posted
at Nalbari. As regards the six constables, as recruitment of
constables had to be temporarily suspended so as to absorb the
constables released from Naga Hiils, it has not yet been possible
to post these six constables to Nalbari.

(6)-—No. s
4 . ()= Government have no such information. The traffic
s being controlled by the present staff. ) .

. (@)—Quitc iikely . but the police 1‘(:qllll'ClI1€I1(Fi‘[(§l' the
occasion were duly met by the existing staff of Nalbari Police
Station like pPrevious years, 1

e [elic™ Som{:.dclay has happened due to the unavoidable
cumstances explaine in reply to (a) above. : .
/ )——>uch delay is not likely Lo occur in future as in this
al circumstances occurred. )
G (&) =Orders have alrcady been issucd by Inspector
eucl“al of Police to post six constables at I\lalbun.

99, (&)—Three Sub-Inspectors, six Assistant Sub-lnspeciors,
one Head constable and forty-two constables including the Town
Police staff of ope Head corstable and six constables.

Instance speci

(v ion |
3 (B Busto, e increase of stafl accommodation has
now proved msuflicient,

(d)—Yes.
(6)—Yes, as S00n as possible,

(.f)—No. The presen lock-up will do lor the temporary
Ciourt. 1 h‘c construction of a Magistrate’s lock-up will be taken
up along with the construction of the Court building.
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(g) & (h)—Government are aware thatthere is some
feeling of people in the Pachimbanbhag Mouza that they
should be with the Nalbari Thana. These matters were
considered at the time of re-organisation of thanas when it was
felt that this Mouza should be in Rangiya Police Station.
In view of present feelings matters will be re-examined.

Murder and Dacoity Cases under the Gossaigaon
Thana Area

Shri MATHIAS TUDU (Gossaigaon) asked :

97. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) How many murder and dacoity cases were com-
mitted in the Gossaigaon Thana area in the
district of Goalpara, during the year 1957 ?

() How many cases have been “successfully in-
vestigated ?

(¢) What are the reasons for which investigation
failed in other cases ? oo

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied :
97. (a)—4 murder cases and 3 dacoity cases.
(b)—All the cases were successfully investigated.
(¢)—Does not arise in view of reply to (4).

Shri MATHIAS TUDU: Mayl know who are the
victims in those murder and dacoity cases ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
If the hon. Member wants to know the names, I am afraid, I
do mnot have the names with me now but I can give the
number of cases only.

Electirification of Nazira Town
Shri TANKESWAR CHETIA (Nazira) asked :
“8. (a) Will the Minister in-charge

be pleased to state why the N_'az.ira Town h
fied so far, although, the preliminaries Laq

of Electricity, etc.,
as not been electri-
been done before

(b} Is it I'lO_t a fact th&t the ljl‘oposal to open the
Power House at Nazira was Favourab]y considered’ at first ?

(¢)  What led to its subsequent shifting to Sibsagar ?
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(d) Isit not a fact that Government have promised
a sub-power station at Nazira in case the main power house
is located at Sihsagar ?

(e) Are Government aware of the representations
made so far in- regard to electricity at Nazira by the local
public ? z

(/) What actions have been taken by the Government
to remove their grievances ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister
Agriculture for Minister, Electricity) replied:

98. (a)—Nazira Town could not be clectrified so far as all
preliminaries have not been completed. As soon as the main
High Tension Line from Sibsagar Power Station to Nazira is
complete, the scheme will be ready for switching on.

(0) & (¢)—Originally the proposal was to construct
a power station at Nazira itself. At Nazira the energy load,
which is the main technical factor guiding the setting up of
a power station, was found to be small, thereby rendering the
Naziva scheme uneconomic. Hence the scheme for electrifica .-
tion of Nazira was amalgamated with that of Sibsagar to make
_the entire scheme more economical.

: (C?)——Yes. All work in connection with the sub-statig),

at Nazira is complete.

Noo: (6) & (f)—Government are aware that the public op
azira are very keen on getting the benefits of electricity.

already said in reply to ( a) above, the town will be electrifieq

45 s00m as the High Tension Line from Sibsagar is completeq,

Shri TANKESWAR CHETIA (Nazira): What is the

approximate time by which this scheme is expected to
Cothiletes 5 y B P be

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: It is difficy)

to say, Sir. It all de el - :
> I, ends on the availability of materia]
Technical Personnel, Etc. ;

Shri RA ]
Scheduled M NATH DAS (Dergaon: Reserved fg,.

Castes) : i srnment be pleased to g
what 4o the ): Will Governm 1 state

. . -Progress of arding construction of ¢
High tension ling, : WRTK el & the

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Sir, I confes
I W-ﬂl not be able to say just now but I shall give the infor-
mation to the hon. Membgy, S
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' Subsidised Dispensary at Dongabari in Gobha Mauza

Shri DHIRSINGH DEURI (Laharighat: Reserved
ifor Scheduled Tribes) asked :

99. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased to
State—

(a) Whether it is a fact that a Subsidised Dispensary
is established at Dongabari village in Gobha
Mauza in the district of Nowgong under the
management of Mayang N. E. S. Block ?

(b) Whether it 1s a fact that the said dispensary is in-
charge of a compounder ?

1 (¢) When this dispensary was started and what is
the number of patients who attended the dis-
[ pensary during the period from the opening of
the dispensary to 31st January, 1958 ?

(d) How many people have been benefited from this
dispensary ?

| (¢) Whether Government propose to take over the

said dispensary as it has served many illiterate
persons in the area ?

| Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical)
replied : o : :
| 99. (a)—Yes, itisa fact that one compounding centre is
established in the Dongabari village in Gobha Mauza in
.Nowgong, managed by Mayang N. E. S. Block.

(6)—Yes, it is in-charge of a qualified and experienced
compounder. Extension Officer (Medical) visits this centre
twice weekly.

(¢)—It was started on 11th July, 1957,
attended the dispensary from 11th July, 1957 ¢o
1958,

548 patients
3lst January,

| (d)—>548 people have been benefiteq within 6 and
half months (approximately).
|

| (¢)—Government will  consider
dispensary after the N.E.S. & C. D
vill be " normalised.

|
|

taking over the
- stage is over, when it
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Moderkhat Sorboday Rural Panchayat

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) e
asked :

100. Will the Minister-in-charge of Rural Development
Department be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government is aware of allegations of
irregular and improper expenditure of the fund
of Moderkhat Sorboday Rural Panchayat in -
Dibrugarh Subdivision in 1955 for the period
from February, 1953 to August, 1955 ? \

(6) Whether Government has received a three paged
printed leaflet during September, 1955 or so in
this connection alleging various tvpe of allega-
tiong including improper and indecent behaviour
of the local Development Officer ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that by letters No. DLDP.26/
54/37, 26/54/38 and 26/54/39, dated 17th Sep-
tember 1955 the Development Officer, Dibru-

garh, called for an explanation from the ‘
publishers and to show cause why they published
the leaflet ? : \

(d) Whether any enquiry was made on the allegations

for improper expenditure of the Panchayat
fund ?

(€) Whethg:r any enquiry was made on the allegations
of improper and indecent behaviour of the J
Development Officer there ?

charSl;ri MOHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister-in- |
ge of Rura] Development) replied : |

L (@) & (b)—Yes.

(6)—Yes. T issi i d N
Shri B : - 'The Deputy Commissioner, Lakhimpur aske \
Oﬂicea;E:gtdhar Gogoi, President and Shri Maneswar Dutta, N
<& SOt causz-ns of the Moderkhat Sorboday Rural Panchayat  *
i Or unauthorised publication of official informa-
1011S.

\

(d) & (¢)—Yes.
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
‘C’ oA Beaw  (FhIzTE T TP we ufes GbTRh | BIFIE
GItAT—@  (ST4S 91t Awimes ofefas  wnfee 2

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister,
Rural Development) : zu, #4ucs cords Axlss fefafs  wtfga
T ST A6S 12 N v Bww fvea Ol dwhne e accept FdR
716G @ta Office Assistant =7 |

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: f7w7 Deve-
lopment Officer 7 *its 6% ¢o=its B9 wne a7a%ieq wferatst z=, @12
Development Officer = fasta wf3qts fifgmc ate  cordos wfstatst
T QaFIF crdia R EE F ¥ o

Shri MAHENDRA NATIH HAZARIKA.: T4, (1% (FCHI
Afavs fiom =1 1 figre  wtiw-dm frg B G ol Mg
TofST BuwiE  faft  wigs w0 A | wferat @M Rt
fista wfm@ea fem el wiem |

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: SRR

8IS T wfctatd M 3o (SEEE 9S TgferaedfeEts vy 919
i fum C=fearafs »

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: =t =1 |

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : citt 21+« (d) ==
(e) 3. ®zas “zn” I fF1 cwta tzes | «@fsm aulg 2[4 ¢2T8B (T (AT AfTbla
(FREA @RS G AfscartiFae sl ovw wfy€es cEtge oo

Shii MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : =T} Fofrag siet
TIE Y ACTTA 727 0FwAS BA Fal o2fE | wfsT et TT wde oa
A w7 FTet | IEAT 92 Ay AT [l ANy |

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA :

’ g s=itves
bl welqasE FfEfma eis w9t o 9 I fum

ZIRCAf ?

Mr. SPEAKER: ¥ =399 33 3

; L7 Bfemey  Awimes 5
TR Flafge codtalrTE 94w T R

F frm  ezreaAfT ¢

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HRZARIKA: =z [
37 GLEFBINI fTwcs afecatt @ifeq cobe FhRelq F9dl® F91 27 |
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Diversion of the North Trunk Road in North Lakhimpur
Town from Sondiri Bridge to Northward

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North-Lakhimpur) asked:

101. Will the Minister-in-charge, Public Works Depart-
ment be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government has any scheme to divert
the North Trunk Road from Sondiri Bridge
in northern direction to enter the North Lakhim-
pur town as the existing one through the bazar
areca is too narrow and is not passable for

" a transport bus ?

(b) Whether Government wilI_ be pleased to examine
the matter early as it vitally conceins the town
people of North Lakhimpur ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, P,W.D) replied :

101. (a)—There is no such proposal.

o (6)—It will be examined and put up before the next
ssam Road Communication Board meeting for consideration.

Shri- MOHANANDA BORA: Whether Government
ave received any report of proposal to divert the North Trunk

Road from the beginning of the town of North Lakhimpur to
the transport station ?

™

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: No, Sir,

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North-Lakhimpur): Will
Sl(;\tffgln;ent be pleased to take immediate action on this

_Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: Government cannot
take immediate action on such matter, as this will have to be
placed before the Roag Communication Board.
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Construction of an overbridge at Chowkidingee

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) asked:

102. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government’s attention has been drawn
to the inconvenience experienced by the
residents of Dibrugarh due to the absence of
an overbridge at the busy Chowkidingee
Railway level crossing on the heart of
the town ? :

(b) If so, whether Government propose to take steps

for immediate construction of an overbridge at
Chowkidingee ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Public Works
Department) replied:

102. (a)—Yes.

(b)fThe proposal '_will be examined in consultation
with the Railway Authorities who are also concerned and

submitted to Assam Road Communication Board for their
consideration.

Construction of Ring Wells under the supervision
of the P{'oject Authority of the Ramkrishnanagar
in the Karimganj Subdivision

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA (Patharkandi: Reserved
for Scheduled Castcs) asked :

103. Will the Minister-in~char

be pleased to state ge of Community Projects
e plea =

(2) Where and how many
ed under the
Authority of Ra
Subdivision ?

ring wells were construct-
supervision of the Project
mkrishnanagar in Karimganj

(b)) How many are Operating well ?
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Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Minister-in-charge of
Community Projects) replied :

103. (a)—64 ring wells were consiructed under the supervi-
sion of the Project Authority of the Ramkrishnanagar in the
Karimganj Subdivision in the following places:—

(I) Sonairpar—I1, (2) Channighat bazar—1, (3) Krishna-
nagar—1, (4) Nengterpar—1, (5) Ratabari—1, (6) Tangibari
—1, (7) CGulcharra—1, (8) Ulashnagar—1, (9) South Dorgar-
kona—1, (10) North Dorgarkona—I, (11) Sunai-cherra—I,
(12) Bisnupur—1, (13) Fetipath—1, (14) Project Headquar-
ters—2, (15) Poultry Farm-—1, (16) Sunaicherra—1, (17)
Netajinagar—1, (18) Dhalibeel—1, (19) South Balirbond—1,
(20) North Balirbond—1, (21) Dhiair Dala—1, (22) Icha-
kouri—1, (23) Radhanagar—I, (24} I'ruit Nursery—1, (25)
Kalinagar—1, (26) Bazartillah—1, (27) Krishnanagar Circle—
6,—1, (28) Kalinagar—1, (29) Bargoul—I1, (30) Purba-
harinagar—I1, (31) Kalapani—1, (32) Beratock—1,  (33)
Anandapur—I1, (34) Purbaharinagar—I1, (35) Mahipur—1,
(36) Uttarbaruala—1, (37) Gopikanagar—I1, (38) Netaji-
nagar Punji—1, (39) Lakhinagar—I1, (40) Penchala—I, (41)
Bazarghat—1, (42) Aolala—1, (43) Sonairpar—I,  (44)
Paldahar—1, (45) Fakugram—2, (46) Barbalia—1, (47)
Nayatilla—1, (48) Pahartal—I, (49) Dorgarbond—1, (50)
Rupagram—1, (51) South Netaninagar—2, (52) Lama
Ratabari—1,  (53) Mirjanpur—1, (54) Amerkhal—1, (55)
Pachim Sunai—1, (56) Sarkargram—1, (57) Gandharajbari—
1, (58) Krishnanagar—1, (59) Balirbond—I1, (60) West
Bethubari—1, (61) Dolu—1, (62) Kalibaribazar—1, (63)
Nabmgram—-l, (64) Penchala—1.

) (6)—All the wells are operating well except one at
Kr1shnanaga.r Circle No. 6, which is abandoned by the Local
people on account of a man committing suicide therein.

o 22;‘ gf-OPESH NAMASUDRA (Patharkandi: Reserved
pleasedte uled Castes): Will the 'Hon’ble Minister be
© €hquire whether these facts are correct ?

1 d'osul:‘f;liB}{MALA PRASAD CHALIHA : (Chief Minister)
on repOrtrs1 ANy enquiry is necessary because this reply is based
officers. 1If tiﬂ;c%‘éid from the district and from résponsible

we will see to it Member has anything against it, of course

ComplaIi.I;tSfiEl;aS goit:t Ig the hon. Member will bring any
s othe Gover : : G Ay,
would look into it. c overnment, the Chief Minister
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Conduct of Police Officers in Assam

Shyi PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-
East) asked:
104. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether he is aware of the public feeling that

~ prior to Independence of the Country the con-
duct of most of the Police Ofiicers of the State
was considered to be not national in their out-
look ?

(b) Whether he is aware of the public feeling
that the “Courtesy Week’ observed after Inde-
pendence indicate that there was lack of courtesy
among Police Officers previously ?

(¢) Whether after Independence the conduct of Police
Officers of the State has been changed for the
better'?

(d) 1If so, what visible changes have been effected ?

()  Whether Government are aware that those Officers

are mow instrumental in furthering the objects

"in maintaining peace and order among the
people ?

(/) Whether Government consider that now public

have full confidence and reliance on the Police
Oflicers ? - :

(g) Whether crimes among public are gradually de-
creasing or increasing with reasons for decrease
or increase, as the case may be ?

(£) Whether it is a fact that there is a general comp-
laint that criminals now find better shelter
with Police Officers than with any body else,
particuiarly in gambling, etc, ?

replied : L
104. (a)—May be so ; thisis a matter of Spition :
(b)—Clourtesy weeks are observed not because there is
lack of courtesy but to bring the Police angd public more closely
together.
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i e evident and
(d)—Spirit of service has become m?lfi l thn ar;. ex-

pression of appreciation of service rendered by the police is

received {rom members of the public.

(e)—Question not understood, but .1f1t.he hon. Mem-
ber means that Police Officers were instrumental in maintaining
peace and order, then it is so. ¢

( f)—Yes, there is increase in conﬁclqnce- ) _

(g)—Crimes do not appear to be increasing since the
achievement of Independence in view of the figures of crimes
recorded below—

h Total crimes
rcpurted
1946 ! 20,500
1947 ; e .. 17,380
1948 w1381
1949 ; e 11,7WT
1950 = 19,007 (The increase was due to
= = communal troubles in
Goalpara District and
violent R.CL,P.I. activi-
ties).
1951 3 L 18,5847
L 2 b4e) }Inc.r ease is due to R.C.P.I,
1959 %, e n 14 4 ],BJUU-L rlsing.
1953 5 oy - e 17,885
1954 cs e s 2 o0 16’790
1955 e e J° 9 17,446
1956 o 8= iy 17,665 (Including dacoities com-
mttt)t:d by Naga Gangs-
ters).
(A)—No, It is not a fact.
COnstructiOn of Chargola-Fakua P.W.D. Road
Shri Apg
ul URY Kari nj
South) asked - HAMID CHOUDH ( -
105, Wi
. 1 Sy T
ciatlt 1l the Minister-in-charge of P.W.D., be pleased to

(@) When the constry

%ad was undertaken ?
(b) Whethey it is a fact that no work has yet been

one g
(¢) If so, Wﬁ; ;he road beyond Kaliganj :

(d) When that work will he started ?

ction of Chargola-Fakua ,P.W,D,
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Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH  (Minister-in-charge,
P. W.D.) replied: ;

105. (a)—(d)—The Project consists of two parts:—

(1) Chargola to Kaliganj.
(2) Kaliganj to Fakua.

1. Chargola to Kaliganj was taken up in 1951-52 and has
been completed at a cost of Rs.1,72,000 and opened to traffic.

2. Kaliganj towards Fakua—3 miles of this road has been
approved for construction under Petrol Tax Programme, at a
cost of Rs. 94,000 in February, 1957. Owing to some dispute
about the alignment no work could be taken up so long. These
are reported to have been settled and the detailed estimate
has just been prepared and submitted by Executive Engineer
for sanction.

The work will be taken up after the estimate is scrutinised
and sanctioned by the Superintending Engineer.

Proposal for Construction of a Bridge over the river Beki
Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked :

106. Will the Minister-in-charge of P..W. D, be pleased
to state—

(a) Whether Government propose to construct a
bridge over the river Beki ?

(b) If so, when ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minist 3
and Buildings Wing) replied : ( er, P.W.D., Road

106. (a) & (b)—This is not included In any scheme at
present.

The proposal will be put up before the next meeting of the
Assam Road Communications Board for their consideration
and work could be taken up only when this scheme is approved
and funds are available for the purpose.
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Bridge on the Barak River at Silchar
Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar West) asked :

107. Will the Minister-in-charge, Public Works Depart-
ment be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the proposed bridge on the Barak River

at Silchar will contain raised foot-paths for
pedestrian traffic ?

(b) If not, whether Government will see that this is
done in the greater interest of the public ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH [(Minister, Public Works
Department (Roads and Buildings Wing)| replied :

107. (a)—No. The total width of roadway provided is 24
feet, that is two lanes of traffic.

3 (b)—The provision of the two lanes is considered suffi-
cient [or the needs of traffic.

T Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA: Will Government consi-

der construction of foot-paths along the two lines of traffic ?

T Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH After finalisation of the design
and everything it is difficalt to consider that aspect of the matter,
che}"Wise it will alter the design and if the design is altered,
1t will surely take much heavier expenditure. I can inform
the hon. Member that the width of the road will be according
to the Nowgong bridge lying between the other side of the
town and the National High Way. It is expected, no incon-
venience will be caused as in the case of Nowgong bridge.

Post Graduate Class in Tea in the Assam Agricultural
College

k Srimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katani Gacn)
asked ;

108. Will the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture be pleased
to state-—
% (@) Whether it is a fact that the Indian Tea Board has
offered Rupees five lakhs to the Government of
Assam to open Post Graduate Class in Tea in
- the Assam Agricultural College, Jorhat ?

tSpeech not corrected.
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(b) If so, what is the present position of the Scheme
and when it will be materialised ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-
charge of Agriculture) replied:

108. (a)—Yes. A Scheme at a total estimated cost of
Rs.5,48,351°25 n. p. has been approved by the Tea Board with
certain conditions.

(b)—The Scheme is under examination of Government
and will be materialised as soon as a final decision is arrived at,

T Shri BISWADEB SARMA (Balipara): When the
scheme was received from the Tea Board ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : b
About a
year back.

T Shri BISWADEB SARMA : Why did it take such a

long time to finalise this matter ?

TM. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Because
certain terms and conditions are there in the scheme and
these have got to be considered by the Governraent for which
we have to be in correspondence with the Tea Board, there-
fore, it takes sometime.

1 Shri BISWADEB SARMA : When the scheme is
expected to be completed ?

t M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : We are still
in correspondence with the Tea Board for certain other things
to be finalised. I hope we shall be able to complete tlige
matter soon, :

T Shri RAM NATH DAS [Dergaon (Reser
Scheduled Castes)|: May I know from( ﬂﬁgrvelgon’%lz

Minister, what are the conditions which have he
the Tea Board ? ©1t approved by

T M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY
Agriculture) : I think in the interest of
this cannot be discussed in the House,

(Minister,
€ scheme itsell,

+ Shri RAMNATH DAS :

Are these thj :
i 1ngs con selk
Sir ? gs confident;al

TR ey R
T Speech not correcteq,
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+ M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture) : Till now we are considering the matter as
confidential.

+ Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur):
Whether Government is proposing to introduce tea subject in
the University or not ?

T Mr. SPEAKER: That is the matter for the Univer-
sity to decide.

Co-operative Society for Storing Fertilizers, etc.
Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) asked:

109. Will the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture be pleased
to state—

(a¢) Whether it isa fact that a Co-operative Society
has been given the sole agency for the State for
handling, storing and selling chemical fertilizers
allotted to Assam from the Central Pool ?

(b)) Whether any tenders were invited for this Agency ?

(¢) If so, what were the quotations and who were the
tenderers ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that a rich merchant is the
major share-holder of the Co-operative Society
referred to in (a) above ?

L

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture) replied :

109. (2)—No.
(b)—Yes. .
(¢)—Information is furnished belqw —
Name and address of tenderers Rl'\;.ate quoted
{ 1. M/S Assam Manure and Tools Suppliers, 27 per ton.
Shillong. . 5.
2. M/S Compound Fertilisers, Limited, Cal- 20 g
cutta. ,
3. M/S Beria Brothers, Dibrugarh 20 e
4. Rallies India, Calcutta ... ... Actual out of

pocket expen-
ses plus a com-
mission of
Rs.15 per ton.

S

1Speech no corrected.

o
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Name and address ot tenderers Rate quoted

Rs.
5. M/S Assam Co-operative Apex Market- 30 per ton.
ing Society, Ltd., Gauhati.

6. Brahmaputra Fertilisers and Distributors, Rupees 2550 for
Shillong. over 4,000 tons,
and 2750 for
less than 4,000
tons for each.
7. R. B. Rameswar Lal Saharia, Dibrugarh... 24 per ton.
(d)—Government have no information.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): With
regard to question No.109, may I know to whom the agency
has been given 7 =

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister
Co-operative) : The Assam Co-operative Apex Marketing,
Society, Ltd., Gauhati, and the Assam Manure and Tools
Suppliers, Shillong.

Public Works Department Inspection Bungalow at
Sorbhog
Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog): asked :

110. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works D ?
ment (R.&.B) be pleased to state— orks Depart

(a) Whether a Pul.Jlic Works Department Inspection
Bungalow will be constructed at' Sorbhog ?

(6) If so, when ?
Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Public Works
Departmen?) replied:

110. (a)—No. There is no such proposal
(b)—Does not arise. proposal at present,

Assam Trunk Road in betweemn Rajmai :
Charali ajmal and Demow

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra): asked:

111. Will the Minister-in-charge (el
partment be pleased to state— ge of Public Works De-

sz . (a) Whether Government js

o aw
authorities spent a hy are that the local

: g€ sum in layi =
ches of trees or small trees atnthgyglagml:;éld
portions of dil:h(]:) Assam Trunpk Road in between
Rajmai and Vemow Charali for the conve-
nience of passing trucks, ete, ?
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(b) If so, what was the amount spent for this
purpose ?

\ (¢) Whether the above laying of trees proved
successful in passing of trucks ?

(d) If not, why public money was wasted in such
fashion ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Public Works
Department) replied :

111. (a)& (b)—Rupees 9,500 approximately was spent for
laying branches of trees, etc., to facilitate vehicular traffic,

(6)—Yes, it was successful but when the road was
submerged this became ineffective.

(d)—Does not arise.
Khoirabari Sankar Mission

Shri PAKHIRAI DEKA (Panery: Reserved for Sche-
duled Tribes): asked:

112. Will the Minister-in-charge of Rural Development
be pleased to state—

(a) Whether any grant has been given to Sankar
Mission, Khoirabari and Borengajuli from the
Development Fund ?

(6) If so, what is the amount ?

/ S

i hri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister-in-

ge of Rura] Development) replied :

112. (@)—VYes.
(b)“-Khoirabari Sankar Mission—

Rupees 1,150 in  1951-52.
Rupees 1,560 in  1954-55
Rupees 40 in 1955-56

Borengajul;_

vRupees_ 40 in 1955-56.
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Bridge over the Brahmaputra at Pandu

113. Will the Minister for Transport be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Government have any information
about the finalisation of the Central Govern-
ment proposal for the construction of a bridge
over the Brahmaputra at Pandu in Assam ?

(b) Ifthe answer to question No. (a) above is in the
affirmative, whether the Government have
placed a proposal to the Central Government
for extension of the Railway line from Bongai-
gaon to Gauhati 22 Goalpara with ferry-crossing
arrangement from Jogighopa to Pancharatna ?

(¢) If not, whether Government Propose to place such
a proposal to the Centre ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA Chj; 0y
and Minister, Transport) replied : (Chief Minister

113. (a)—Yes.

b)—The State Government
the Minist(ry) of Railways for constructigﬁvzfrepeaﬁ‘l?dh’ Iiyessid
Garo Hills, which will pass within 2 milés 0% rﬁl w;iy ine (:
at Goalpara. The question of proy; ditiorag raFle e}ry potl,l;
tween Goalpara and Jogighopa and c011n2ctin i[:;a}]’atfgywith
Bongaigaon by rail can be takep up whe E bl
this line has procceded apace. construc

(¢)—Does not arise in vieyy of reply to () above.
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Re: Exemption from Betterment Fee and Mooring Tax
Dibrugarh

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
asked :

114. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to
state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the villagers of Niz-Man-
kata, Bairagimath, Tepon, Hatimura, Ghar-
bandi Chuk, Dhekeri, Siring and Mankata Japara
Villages of Mankata Mauza submitted repre-
sentation to the Government praying for exclu-
sion of these villages from the operation of the

Assam Betterment Fee and Mooring Tax,
Dibrugarh ?

(6) Whether Gavernment is aware that the inhabitants
of thesc villages are almost all cultivators ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that Government have not
realised extra taxes from the cultivators in other
parts of the State when they are protected
from natural calamities by raising bunds or
embankment ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that the villages in question
were free from flood trouble ?

() Whether Government propose to exempt these
villages in Mancotta Mouza from the operation
of Betterment Fee and Mooring Tax ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied:

19554' (a)--Yes, representation was received on 10th January,

(6)~Government have no information.
(6)—The Assa: i

; ¢ Assam Embankment and Drainage Act, 1953

g;(’:’r‘gg; nfir realisation of betterment cess from lands benefited

! ments and : is'1
in several arcas survey for assessment of cess is in progress

.

thi al(lg);leePUty Commissioner has been asked to report
on S 1€T Points raised in the representation.

G mmissi(gzlne_r'ghringjtu be considered on receipt of Deputy
O °
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Resentment for Betterment Tax Act at Dibrugarh
Srimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lohowal) asked:

115. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased
to state—

(¢) Whether Government is aware of the widespread
resentment created amongst the people of

Dibrugarh as a result of enactment ot Better-
ment Tax Act ?

(6) If so, what steps Government propose to take to
realise the tax from a person OWNINg a property

of rupees twenty thousand but with no standing
recurring income ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware of the untold

hardship that will cause to the people in matters
of such realisation ?

(d) How do Government propose to mitigate this hard-
ship of the people in this respect ?

(¢) Whether Government pro

the Act ? POse o rescind or amend

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue)

replied ;

115, (a)—Yes,
pose to 1‘e(abl)is—e_lt§1(iistthggzcc):)tl}"lcfig;aio qlgsxsrt o Government pro-
to the Peé}C))lzGover'nment Sk 4ot ok Of any untold hardship
far s pOS(Q;;GOVCr nment will try o Minimise the levy as

(¢)—There is no such propoga],
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Acquisition of land for construction of embankments on
the Puthimari

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked
116. Will the Revenue Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Pattadars whose lands have been
acquired by the Government for constructing
embankments on the river Puthimari have been
exempted from paying the land revenue for the
area of land they have been dispossessed of for
the above purpose ?

(6) Whether the amount realised from such persons for
such lands will be refunded ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied:
116. (a)—Not vet.
(6)—This question is being examined,
Court Buildings of Dhubri Court
Shri TAMIJUDDIN Pk ADHANI (Dhubri) asked :

117, Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased
10 state—

(a) Whether he is aware that the Court buildings of
Dhubri Courts are insufficient for accommoda-
tion and are too old ?

() Whether it is a fact that some officers and Extra
Assistant Clommissioner hold offices in veran-
dahs of the Dhubri Court ?

(¢) If $0, whether Government will extend the Court
bui]dings for proper accommodation ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that there is a long standing

Proposal to extend the Court buildings at

(&) Tt hubri Court ?

, 50, whether the proposal has been materialised ?

(F) I 1O whether Government will take steps in

18 direction immediately ?
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied-
117. (a)—VYes.
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—The matter is under consideration.
(d)—VYes.

(¢)—Recently a fresh proposal has been received from
Deputy Commissioner for construction of a two storied Court
building at Dhubri, which is under consideration,

(/' )—Government propose to take stepsin this direction.
Debate on the Governor’s Address

Mr. SPEAKER : 'The question hour is over.

; : Now ' let
us have discussion on the Address by the Governor.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, just at this moment, while it will be as
presumptuous on the part of the supporters of e rRE e
ment to claim success as on the part of i opponents to
assert total failure, it will be, I think understandable. if  the
former claim that there have been certain initial )
are being taken by the Government

plementing the principles of the Secong Five-Year Plan and

at the same time it will also be equally understandabie. 4f
its opponents assert that the steps taken

or
far from adequate or are not in the interestbg}n%heta;:;lplcagcf
the country. I quite see, Sir, it is tgq carly to give a final
judgment about the success or failure of the ‘Goveltmeiie
the fulfilment of the terms and co

: nditions that were placed
before the electorate in the last Gengry] Hoottn becauge ot

even half of that period is over. By thinlk, . Sis, it williEot
: ; ’

be out of place to say that We can study the trend and

from that trend we can see and say whether - the G gvernEEns

has or has not taken the right track o vy cther the beginnifig

steps taken or
for the purpose of im-
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has been good enough. Sir, within the limited time at my
disposal it will not be possible on my part to traverse the
whole area of Governmental activities that has been mentioned
or not mentioned in the Governor’s Address. I shall therefore
confine myself to one aspect, which in my humble opinion is the
central theme of everything, that is the question of national
unity and national reconstruction. The Government in all
its activities should in my opinion be guided by three basic
principles. Firstly, it is neccssary for the country to mobilise
all its resources, material and moral in the development of a
modern industrial-cum-agrarian economy making it possible for
the people to live a prosperous and cultured life. ~ Secondly,
while striving to secure the objective of building up a pros-
perous economy for the whole nation, it is also mnecessary to
recast the mode of distribution of the wealth that is pro-
duced in the country, that the basic masses who produce
the wealth get a greater share than they are getting to-day.
Thirdly, the above two objectives, one of production and the
other of distribution cannot be attained unless and until there is
a basic transformation in the existing administrative system,
for, as we all know, the present administrative system handed
down to us from the erstwhile British rulers and their Indian
allies, has become quite out of date and has proved ineflicient
0 the matter of properly mobilising and utilising the resources
that are there in our country and their attitude towards the
People who produce the wealth is one of unjust and oppres-
sive Nature. Basing on this machinery, there cannot be a
'&II'OPCI‘ adjustment of the productive and distributive forces in
tlg gountry' The above three ideas, as I have stated, are
o atural concomitants of the national goal which has been

Pted by all sections of our people, at least verbally.

,g;?nt:rioal 18 the establishment of a Sociali.st society. The
activitig[1 ent that be will be judged on the basis of Yvhethcr its
quote t}f conform or go contrary to these basic ideas. To
surveyine words of our Prime Minister, Shri Nehru, who while
the Pra 5, th? world trend while summing up the discussion at
said__;‘gwo_tlsbpur Session of the Indian National Congress
and anp %Clahsm has been accepted as the goal of the Nation
very StuS{)borCe that will try to stop this march will be tackled
firmly wed%rrgy and it- will be resisted. The Congress is
weaken or : .10 the Socjalist goal and if any one tries to

ith firm h eslst,,thls goal then we will meet this challenge
o b Gt Sir, T wish the Government of Assam
remGHIbCr, €l exhortation of the Prime Minister and act
upe the=beheSt that has been placed by the people and the
party which have sent them, pere.
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This leads to certain questions. The most important
question to-day before wus is the problem of planning. In
spite of many-fold difficulties before the Government, the
proplems of planning can be tackled in a satisfactory way
provided the Government and the people of the country
adopt a realistic and constructive approach towards the ques-
tion of planning. This approach consists in @

(1) The realisation that in the present context of increasing
difficulties for the entire national plan, not only for our State
but for the whole of India, it will not be possible on the
part of the State Government to have big schemes like the
Damodor Valley Troject or Bhakra Nangal Project involving
crores of rupees but that it is still possible to have a  series
of small scheimes prepared and executed all over the State.
for example, petty and minor irrigation each of them bene-
fiting not thousands of acres but at least hundreds or . even
crores of acres; not big [factories employing hundreds  or
thousands of labourers but small scale and cottage industries
employing a dozen or even less, elc., etc.

(2) Secondly, we should make the people realise that it
will not be possible to secure big loans and grants from the
Government by way of subvention or by way of contributio
but that it will be possible to get smaller amounts to su l(:
ment what we can ourselves mobilise the small {mountspt};l J
available, it will be possible not only o ay m:znt ur t tui
income but it will help us to supplement what weg can t(i)l' f;) g
the resources that are laying unutilised among our‘oulrln lﬁp}gm

(3) Thirdly, we should be determined (o see that thetsboe
possibilities are utilised to the utmost by the removs; lle above
of the people, i.e. the tendency to logk b them(g} the ‘llleirtlﬂ,
for everything. We saw, for example, in oy both (glw(ailnn‘nc{lt
preparing a village road or clearing a vi||, 3 tf:l?f],oo ilYS* ”;{
the initiative themselves and woulqg not (g ' tank, pegple tr}'r.lo
Government would give them any help or laatleBas to whether
from the Panchayats and the Development i?(,) - But now_a-dﬁys
that initiative instead of growing appears ¢ boaé1 ds we see at
Village roads or tanks are not constructed ¢ daily _degxeas:lnfs-
and until some help comes from Covena or _repzlreh m; ;} ;
time same hard knocks must be given ment.l tt iusable
delays and red-tapism on the part of (e (%I;l) ; tl‘]eméﬁgxmachi-
nery which looks upon the voluniary clorts :)F tﬁe people not
from the point of view of sympathy apq cb-operation but only



590 DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS [8TH MAR.

from the point of view of the rules of business. In this way
they want all the initiative of the public to be confined to the
wooden frame of official 1ules of business as if these rules are
the unalterable last word and as if the requirements of develop-
ment should be subordinated to these rules. There should be

some hard knock against this sort of attitude on the part of the
machinery itself.

Then we come to the next problem, the problem ef utilising
the entire people for reconstructions of our country. We on
this side of the House consider it to be of decisive importance
because we feel that the success of the Second Five-Year Plan,
as also any subsequent Five-Year Plans, depends not on the
efforts of a few administrators or technical experts but on the
total efforts on the part of the entire nation from the top to the
bottom. We are firmly of the opinion that the success of the
Plan depends on utilising the entire people. This task which is
to be carried out through the co-ordination of the official acti-
vity of the Government with the non-official activity of the
ruling and the opposition parties as well as innumerable other
non-official organisations and individuals who may or may not
be directly connected with any political body. When there will
be such an all round cifort, then only we shall be able to sec a
way out as to how this mational mobilisation for national
teconstruction is possible and is made effective.

NOV\], in doing that we shall have to consider the question
of mobilisation, = Let wus, therefore, now come to the second
g,_‘,“dmg idea referred to by me at the beginning ol my speech,
e necessity for a greater share of wealth to the basic masses
gﬁ;’fﬁlﬂ? l}tl in the froin of lowering of prices of the necessaries
o ﬂtrle .f'orm of g1v1x1g_111(;1‘8a5§:c1 wages and salaries to the
oF larg)p"n the employees, in the form of bonus, in the form
planninvg sCa‘lc land1 reforms etc. etc. As on the question of
dered i< 20 100 on this uestion the main point to be const-

® Whether efforts are being mode to enable the workin
C]-a.’};f%, tll(_‘, L are peing 1k d g

: PCasaniry and other sections of the workin eople
to more eﬁectwclyy : g Ppeop

: s heir strnogle for the improvement
of their liviy i 3 J

"' and  working conditions and through such
struggles to realise the . ’ J :

ir immediate and ultimate objectives.
N,OWI’- on “the question of the working peoples struggle,
peCEsSArYY comes the attitude of (he Police and asa watter of
f_ha:t, the enflre Vad_ministrativc machinery. Now, we have heen
seeing .ﬂ\at the Police up till now pl':w in such siruggies a role
which is not at all helpfu] ¢, the peasantry and the working

R R L D . < O —————— L g M e
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class. The biggest obsiacle which the (rade unions, the
Kisan Sabhas aud other mass organizations of the working
people have been facing is that the Government have been
using the Police in order to suppress and curb their legiti-
mate activitics. A break with this practice on the part of
the Government in the use of the Police force is therefore of
utmost importance. The slightest tension in the industrial or
agrarian field should not be considered a sufficient cause to
invoke the provisions of Scction 107 or Secction 144 of the
Criminal Procedure Code. The Police should be wused for
suppressing crimes like theft, robbery, murder, dacioty etc.
and of course, also to prevent the breach of the peace at the
time of agrarian and industrial unrest but they should be
used only on rhat point when there is real and not 1maginary
threat to public peace. Up till now we have been seeing that
the Police force has been used with weight towards landlords
and capitalisis. We, therefore, find that these landlords and
capitalists find themselves in positions of strength and protec-
tion as compared with the positions of the workers and
peasants. It should be made kuown to the Police that so far
as agrarian and indusirial disputes are concerned. their
solution is primarily of the Labour and such other Depart-
ments, and so far as the Police ig concerned, their clut?lijs 0
maintain the law and order in the country, ,They shm?ld not
be made hand- mates to the landlords or the capitalists in order
to brow-beat or intimidate the legitimaie struggles of the
working people.

Now, this necessarily brings us to he question of capital
labour relation. This question is Very important whe R
consider the problem of national reconsiruction beczl L we
less and untill we can instil in the vast mass <R Ou'r" use‘kgn-
people the feeling, the idea that it ig Bt T Wfl &Iﬂg
it is their plan, that it is they whe are to build ] TR _a.t
a national plan cannot be a succegs, Weirehin leﬂcoum
question of capital labour relation js not merel g me Eat the
ting a new democratic policy. Witk regard 20 tic o ?dPP"
between our administration and the worler 1e 1r(: ation,
necessary to work on a long term hagis with g;hpmp s
the vast masses without strained relation betwee g ?UPPC'IT. of
lists and the workers and also betweeq T la‘ 6(‘;111 1;] e capitas-
peasants. It may be pointed out in g Conn ords ﬂe;nd the
Planning Commission and the Tang Reform é.l Cotlomate éhc
the instruction of the Planning Comypgs *Onllmlttef’ 1}"1 =
data to show that, while th? Oommittee W;On ;la\_fgesp ecttge
question of further expanding the scope ofs I ;Sdsiefo‘zlz? e



592 DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS [8ra MAR.

benefit to the peasants, thousands of peasants were evicted from
their lands throughout the country including a portion of our
State. I must submit, Sir, that this is a very sorry state of
affairs. The other day the Finance Minister very eloquently
referred to the Report of the Balavant Rai Mchta Gommittee
We also find a summary of this Report in the All India
Congress Committee’s Economc Review of February, 1958.
With regard to the obscrvations of that Committee, some of
the main criticisms against the working of the Community
Development work are—TFirstly, it was purely an oflicial show
in which non-official element had very little to do. Secondly,
the output of work done so far was not commensurate with
the amount of money spent on it and the time taken. Thirdly,
In many cases funds were not put in the right direction by the
officers who were in charge and in most cases such oflicers did
not possess the requisite qualifications for carrying out the
special nature of work entrusted to them, or in other words,
recruitment was done in a haphazard manner.

I do not propose to burden the hon. Members of this
House v_vith long quotations. What I want to submit in this
connection is that the question of relatively greater or smaller
benefit accruing to and the difficultics faced by different cate-
gorics or the people connected with land is of the greatest
tmportance when we compare their relation. It is however,
one tl}m.g to take the recommendations of the Planning
Cqmrmssmn orits Land Reform Panel and it is quite a different
:}1;1cr111g ‘tO Jtake all the relevant factors into account to make
4 rI;l[anvmlfan in the legislation as will be beneficial to the
= 1andjs ?\s people who are directly or indircctly dependent
dﬁﬁned-cafl we all know, not only the interest of such well
is t0 be €gories as the land-owner and the landless labourer
of pmpler E(i;)ncﬂcd, but there are imnumerable categories
particulay WIO- have a veriety of rights and interests on  a
A Onsideraﬁog ot of land and they are also to be taken into
those innume al! Ithe end. The varied rights and interests of
or Ty ShO'ul(rd )If:' categories of the people in particular plots
integrated in %50 be looked into and they Sh)ould also be
therefore maje i;f. lslrlvmg for success of the Plan. Let me
alone will not fe Sy that a comprehensive land reform  Bill
side is COncerne(? pﬁi]lla.CC& of all cvils in so far as our country-
struggle for the .n 1.1113 will only be a beginning in our
matter of fact, eyer ab Stl)lut‘lon of the land proplem. As a
cal measures of la;yxdocyfls agreed that even the most  radi-
Jandlord’s Tand with relorm  such  as the co-nﬁs',cau_on of
a out compengation and the distribution of
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such land or in the alternative nationalisation of . all land.
would not of itself solve the questien of land unless it is
followed up by more comprehensive and systematic methods
and technique of utilisation and management of land. It is
this latter, that is, the question of land utilisation and land
management, is today being sought to be taken up in
China through the formation of agricultural co-operatives. It
is again this that is sought to be taken up by Binovaji through
his Gramdan movement. The Planning Commission too has
made certain proposals in this regard which neither fully
accept China’s solution nor Binovaji’s solution. We in our
State shall have to study all these things. Keeping in our
mind the cflorts at the solution in China, also Binovaji’s sug-
gestions and also the recommendations of “the Planning Com-
mission and taking an objective and recalistic view of eur own
situation in the State, we shall have to do things and to do
them quickly.

From the summary of discussions in the Pragjyotispur
Congress Session itself and from the experience of different
State Governments, it appears that it is possible for our
Government also to be prompt enough to do things within a
year. Let us hope that at least the promise made in the
Congress Session at Pragjyotishpur will be fulfilled. I read
with interest the observations made by one of our Ministers
in that Congress Session. He assured the Pragjyotishpur
Session of the Congress that our Government was up and
doing in doing it. He further said, in spite of various difficul-
ties in the way of implementation of the reforms, we are on
the road to realise rationalisation of land so far as removal of
intermediaries is concerned. During the transitional stage, the
tenant should be protected”. i

There has been given a promise in the All India Congress
Session that the tenant should be protected and will he ro-
tected. I hope we shall not have any more the replies lshat
we are getting every day from the Revenue Minister that
according to the law if the tenants become dispossessed fr :
their holdings, we are helpless. The poorer people a om

& T 4 e 1 1 7 nd poor
cultivators connot get justice in the law courg because iusti
has become too costly for them. We are pledged tq J.U“I.ICC
and our Prime Minister said that any obstacle th Ve ]S}rcril
come in the way of our efforts towards socialism - ‘IEOUb
ruthlessly defeated. So, I should like in gy hus .1.\-vou E
whether all these difficulties of law’s delay ang 11_19’ ﬁto asd '
all these technicalities, will be tolerateq or C?ﬁt ]l?&s 1?;1
would be defeated. Unless and until thege diiﬁcwlt?és e;re r?:
moved, we cannot solye the problem of land ul:ililsation and
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management, because, as I have alrcady said, we have to find
out whether all the different alternatives—China’s, Vinoba
Bhave’s, Planning Commission’s—or which of the different
alternatives will help us in solving our problem ; or will any
of them in their presentform solve our problem ; or shall we
have to find new solutions ? These are questions to which it
is difficult to give an off hand answer. We can only point
out that the proper utilisation and management of land is at
least as difficult and complicated a problem as the initial
working out of land reform legislations themselves. Now,
however difficult and complicated the solution of this problem
may be, the Government must boldly face it and so far as we,
on this said of the House, are concerned, we pledge our whole-
hearted support to all good efforts of the Government if they

really make earnest efforts to solve this basic problem of all
problems in our State.

Now, as we know, it is not the core of our Second Five Year
Plan. It is however the basis of our Plan—nay of our present
society, At least 80 per cent of our people live in the country-
side directly dependent on land and unless and until we can
make a solution of this problem there will be no strong basis
for our superstructure, the industrial development of our
country. You cannot build a strong and beautiful superstruc-
ture even with the best of technicians and resources unless
and until you have got a strong and solid base. Therefore,
while we are making plans and are making efforts to concen-
trate on the production of steel, coal or minerals as the basis
for further industrial development, we must remember that
Our agrarian base must first of all be made sound and strong,
and that is why so far as the First Five-Year Plan was con-
cerned, it was primarily meant to improve the agrarian base¢
of our society. But examining it in retrospect to-day, what
do we find ? Without being in any way unfair to the Go-
vernment, do we not see that our targets for the First Five-
€ar Plan, so far as Assam at least is concerned, have not been
half-reached ? We might have enacted a few legislations,
ut have  thege legislations really become effective ? We

€an no doubt send to the A. 1. C. C. Office or to the
Planning Comm

g ission a copy of our Ceiling Act, but whether
the Ceiling Act has been a help or a hindrance to the actual
cultl_vators 15 Y€t to be seen. We have also enacted the
Adhiars Protection Act and some other legislations but we

have tO.SCC .Whe.ther the Adhiars have reauy been beneﬁtcd
from this legislation,

It is not enough to pass a few good

id .
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legislations What is more important is that these legislations
should be implemented and fully implemented and that teo
in the interests not of a few landholders or a section of the
rising rich peasants or kulaks, but in the interest of the basic
masses of the peasanuy. Therefore, even appreciating the
difficulties of the Government in finding ways and means to
finance the plans, one cannot escape noticing that there has
been a failure to utilise the huge man-power in our State
because of our non-implementation of the promises that we
have been giving so often. We, therefore, see that while for
certain constructive efforts there is paucity of man-power, a
huge number of our people are sitting idle. There has been
a huge wastage of human energy. Unless and until we can
harness this colossal man-power in our country for the recons-
truction of our country, we shall always have to look to the
nations outside for help either in the form of gift or in the
form of loan and we shall have to go on being grateful to
them for ever. We are no doubt grateful for whatever friendly
help we have got from whatever quarters. QOur Rey. Roy
need not be apprehensive. I am as much grateful to the people
and the Government of America for giving whatever friendly
help they have given us as perhaps Rev. Roy is, though his
personal connections with America may be much sweeter than
mine ! Laughter But that is a different thing altogether. We are
all grateful to all our friends, whatever may be their political
ideology, for whatever help they have given us. But the point
is, shall we always have to remain content with this sort of
help or shall we strive ourselves to stand on our own legs ?
That is the moot question and, therefore, I feel that our
man-power, which is second only to China’s, instead of being
a liability is a great asset if we can properly harness this vast
man-power. Capital formation also will then be quick and we .
shall be able to march forward in the path of industrial-cume..
agrarian development of our country. For this what ig most
essential is a much closer lipk between the Govcrnmeﬁt and.
people.  Our position is like that of Herodotus  of Greek
Mythology. As Herodotus used to get all his strep th and
energy from his Mother Earth, and no sooner was hcg e
from that source of energy, the milk from his mothas (i)l; ¢
than there came Hercules and killeq him. §j elr sl eaﬁc,
Herculean difficulties that are before us wil) .stiﬂ m axi: y: t ;
like Herodotus and get cut off from oyr mother i 11:18 IOJ}CC':SCC
the mother is the people and, therefore, inspi;e of LSt

that perhaps 1 am repeating, I beg to stress dhat Soleliibs
Government need to-day 1s a closer and more Iiving' touch
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‘with the basic masses of the people. Thisis more important
‘even than a very finished and efficient administrative machinery.
“Thercby I am not even by an inch lowering the importance of
an eflective administrative machinery although that machinery
“is of course necessary. But we must remember that in a
country which is pledged to socialism, no good purpose will
be served Dby that wooden framed bureaucratic machinery
which was designed to exploit the people when the country
“was groaning under imperialist colonial regime. Everybody
will perhaps agree with me that our administrative machinery
is nothing but a legacy of the old Colonial Rule. In spite
of our best efforts and different commitments we have not been
“able'to adjust it according to the requirement of a democratic
type of Government. We find ourselves in a greater difficulty
‘today even for elementary things like food. 1t is said that
the great Chinese Philosopher, Confucius, when he was asked
as to how people could be made virtuous, had replied ¢ make
rice and pulses as abundant and frec as air and water.” So,
Sir, we will find that the people in general do not want
~anything more than this secret of virtue, wviz., food. Unless
the Covernment can cater to the most primary need of the
people, namely, food, people will not feel enthused by these
_plans and projects. Their lot must be made better, ‘When
we say this, some one may think that we are too materi-
alistic, and may say that “a man does not live by bread.
alotic.’” But we ‘shall have to remind some one that “he

does not live without it too.”’ So, food must be provided
for " the people.

; 'd'o far as our State is concerned, true figures relating to
E:;O lll_cuon of food are not available and the figures that are
--csglzp 1ed are not accurate. We find that the prices of all
“of fgélsl commodities have gone sky-rocketting and the prices

. grains j i - ha recached unprecedented
heights. n  particular- have ¢ P

1 he price of rice, wheat and millets in the whole
Sale marke

114 t which in September 1955 stood at 509, 409 and
-._19,56 r;;%ecﬁlvdy went up to 568, 528 and 266 in July,

Ih “our OW'I:CYSWQHt up to 096, 593 and 276 in July, 1957.
“market price State at the time of de-control of sugar, the
Rs. 1.12-0 )e‘;\'as annasi2 per seer. pr in Shillong it is sold at
"oF&tibar Calme ieel~5‘Ralli«V-ay' authorities say that 140 per cent
;: o2 {rauhati by railway this year in comparison
‘\lth the Previoys e ; G t ‘hat there
fear and h Years, and th(_a oyernmen says that ther
is no there is no necessity of any apprehension. But
eople have to pay. Nobody therefore takes the Government
statements seriously.  While food production was actually going
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down, taking into consideration the growth of population in
our State after 1953 the spokesman of the Government went
on claiming on the floor of this House that our food production
was incrcasing, and as a matter of fact, some export was
made outside the State. It was even said on the floor of the
House that we would be able to earn foreign exchange by our
increased production of food. Such a rosy picture was given
to us. But by 1956-57 there came a crash and to-day every
body admits that the position is not only far from satisfactory,
but is rather acute. Al these claims of the Government have
heen proved to be falsc and that false claim seems to be designed
to lull the people into complacency and as if te justify the
giving of a free run to the hoarders and the profiteers. We
also know that large scale deficit financing which was not in
any way matched by correspending increase in production was
the practice of this Government as our previous Budgets will
show. This inevitably augmented the capacity of the Banks
to lend money to the hoarders and profiteers and Government
did not take any ecffective measures to prevent it. On the

other hand, Government itself had been giving loans to the

millers-cum-hoarders so as to enable them to corner people’s
food and to sell it at sky-rocketting rates of price when the
people were most hard pressed for want of food supplics,

Mr. SPEAKER: The time of thehon. Member is almost
over, and I request him to be as hrief as possible. I cive
. . 3 ] > &

him another 3 minutes tme.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
1 thank you, Sir, for giving me the time. '

We have seen that the Government, the Reserve Bank of
India and the Scheduled Banks actively helped the eculat (;g
and the hoarders by giving liberal loans anq adg:m‘ce Ot6
them. I think, it would not be out of place to ment‘i ls
that the total advances of all Scheduled Banks whi ;m tlelg
at Rs.626,08,00,000 in 1956-57 rose to Rs.7,44 63 86 E)“SOOIOJV

b} ) L Tt ' ,‘
Rs.22.79,00,000 by the end of March, 1957, 1 oupe i that
our Government can and should place g pr'ot : submit it;qg
rate of increased advance before the Usiion ‘(3; rflgamstt ;10
that the Union Government Imay {ake a fir 0*‘C§HITI?111 in
the matter. We also _ﬁnd that (he blaclmel- “ke‘t:g‘lsm are
having a ‘Ram Rajya’ m our Sgage, The x;;:;:log essentia
commodities have gone very high, §q ;¢ is pdnlirl meet_and
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proper that the Government maintain the grain market and
build up adequate food grains stocks. In spite of the recom-
mendations of the Food Grains Enquiry Commission, Govern-
ment have not been able to do anything. As a result of
this, grain market has been completely in the hands of
the speculators and numerous hoarders. Now’ thcr(;:f'orc’ we call
upon the Government to take the following immediate steps:—
(1) Procure stocks of foodgrains lying with big traders,
millers and landlords to meet the situation ; (2) Set up cheap-
grain-shops, one for every 500 families and supply them with
adequate stocks to be sold at prices within the reach of the
common masses ; (3) Form populer Food Committees in all
areas and at all levels to work in co-operation with the Govern-
ment for running the cheap-grain shops ; (4) Start relief and
development work in scarcity areas and give gratuitous relief to
the needy and destitute ; (5) Suspend collection of taxes and
rents and grant liberal remission of taxes and rents and morato-
rium on debts in scarcity areas; (6) Grant Taccavi loans
liberally to deserving peasants and see that it comes in time
without delay, and lastly ; (7) I beg to submit, Sir, that so
far as this State is concerned, it should press the Union Govern-
ment  to give more help in the form of subsidised rice because
our people arc not accustomed to taking Atta. My suggestion
to the Government is therefore, to put more pressure for getting
more subsidised rice for the State of Assam from the Centre.
If thpse measures are taken immediately they can at least for
the time being help in overcoming our immediate hardship., I
do know that this 1s not the last thing in solving our problem.
‘or the solution of the immediate food problem certain immedi-
ate steps shall have to be taken. () Firstly, fix the minimum
price of foodgrain so that our peasants are ensured to get the
minimum price for his produce taken into consideration the
DIV prices 'of other esseritial commodities so that we may
take things from the peasants at the rate he would get or that
ge May not have to pay more than what he should. (zi) Secondly,
Q’lX all?-((l) Maximum price of foodgrains for the customers which
SIould not be more than 50 per cent above the minimum price.
(chlz-) qucrnment must procure foodgrains in order to build up
aS' _cqﬁaée G?vernment stock. As I have always been saying
o %r o0d problem is to be solved, certain steps shall
haV‘f’ to be taken here and now and with firmness. Firstly, at
the time of harvest there should be compulsory procurement
from the richer section of the peasants ; secondly, there should
be no compulsory PTocurement from the poorer section ; thirdly,
Government should buy ,y) food-grains from peasants at the
time of harvest, fourthly, there should be no hoarding of stocks
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with hoarders and lastly, there should be instituted strict
control over any contravention against these. If these steps are
taken immediately then the position so far as procurement of
foodgrains is concerned can somehow be tackled. But, Sir,
that is not the last thing in solution of our food problem. Real
and lasting solution of food problem can only be achieved
through greater production of food. There must be earnest
effort for producing more food, there must be grow-more food-
campaign and that grow more food campaign necessitates
firstly, that there must be full scale agrarian reform. The
agriculturist must get land, he must get implements, seeds, etc.,
he must get adequate amenities of life so that he can give his
energy for production of food. Secondly, there should be an
atmosphere in the country wherein the peasant may get enthus-
ed for more production of food. Thirdly, there should be also
irrigation, reclamation, requisition and acquisition of land from
tea estates and other arcas where there are lands lying fallow
and if necessary Government reserves must also be opened for
the purpose of grow more food. Thank you, Sir.

Shri LALIT KUMAR DALEY (Moran: Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes): Mr. Speaker, Sir, T am thankful to the
Right Hon’ble Member from Gauhati

--------------------------------

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no Right hon. Member here.

Shri LALIT KUMAR DALEY: Thank vou Sir.  As T
have said, I am thankful to the hon. Member [‘rjom Cqu11ati
for his informative speech, though I cannot agree tllt—lt hig
amendment motion be accepted by the House, o surct g
the hon. Mover of the Resolution while giving expression of
thanks to the Governor for his Address has sufficiently justified
his motion of thanks and I find that what T hj/[ hen
from Gauhati said is simply a5 ol R
Governor’s Address. In fact a]) the
speech are also covered by the
after all a difficult task for me to be nichine ¢ 5
b Govcrmors ‘Addres sl i of pure s an
privilege of this august House to rajse iut(;-l‘estiilé d:l:)ateg Ontthc

subject. In a parliamentary democracy ER
placed the Governor to be above party Oli{'iccs b
precise, he is a non-party man, politics,

clastic expansion of the
materials covered in his
overnor’s Address, Sir, it is
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Mr. SPEAKER: The Governor’s speech is a policy state-
ment of the Governments. He has got to give the speech. In
other words, he has nothing more to do except delivery of the
speech.  So the hon. Member is at liberts to discuss the speech
in any way he likes without impining any metive on the prestige
of the Governor. .

Shri LALIT XUMAR DALEY (Moran: Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes): Thank you, Sir. Sir, I have also
very carefully gone through ‘the amendment motions of
hon.  Members of opposite Benches—there are as many as
12 amendment motions. I feel, Sir, that these amendment
motions ifthey have got to be included in the Governor’s
Address, then the Address would be voluminous like the Rama-
yana or the Mahabharata. In that case the Address could not
be accepted by this august House. I have already said that the
amendiments that have been brought before the House are more
or less covered by the Governor‘s Address and if they had taken
care to go through the Address deeply and seriously tried to find
out the materials therein, they would not have considered it
necessary to move their amendments. Anyway, I feel, Sir, that
one vital problem of ours has not been that something was not

included in the Governor’s Address or something was left out. But

the basic problem that is, what schemes we have undertaken
and are und

ertaking from time (o time we must try to see that
those schemes arc properly and perfectly implemented. So in the

last we may find the hest solution out of it and at the sametime,
we may take g

h L source of inspiration to whatecver extent we have
Gc’:nha ‘.16 to achieve out of the plans. The hon. Member of
| Rk ha.s rightly expressed ithe necessity of national unity and
that is particy

s Do 11ar_ly 50 as the country is going at present under
F e 0IUE Dewiod. - Wie must be conscious for the development
oLour country,

the taste of We should also to a  certain extent forego
unity ang ¢mocracy. In all fairness I say that upon national

Y POpularity depend the successful mmplementation of
up by the Gif\;_vxfc merely criticise the plans and schemes taken
t0 @ great cxpe Cinmcn_t, develo pment works in our country “will
willibeglos, lllﬂbe hmder(::d and the progress of the work itself
whiehe: o ;lita] 1erefore, if we want to develop our country
withithe GOVcrn as the food to. the nation, we must co—opegat'e
only upon nati(ﬂf‘;iﬂlt and unite ourselves, becausc as I say it is
country. Sir, in o unity that we may build up and develop our

rect, I may oy o1 0untry, particularly rural areas, if I am
pass 1 ap Y say thataboyt 78 per cent of our population live
e all casysitheyiare jn Primitive and agrarian economy, so
it is oul CHLY O fer that oy rural population are educated and
made to bccome efficient. It is high time that we should think
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more of our rural population so that the schemes may be imple-
mented successfully otherwise in view of the inefficiency 'of our
people, the national inefficiency of our people at the present
time, speedy solution of our problems and speedy implement- -
ation of the plans undertaken by the Government may be
hampered and we shall not be able to achieve the target.

Therefore, for our ambitious plans for the development of
our country, we must be conscious to safe-guard this inspiration
so that along with our achicvements we may be getting more
and morc inspiration from our people.

Sir, parliamentary democracy is still an infant in our couniry,
we have got to guard this aspect of the matter so that in time
to come we may have great advocates of our parliamentary
democracy. Our people are still in inefficient stage, it will be
inefficiency in the sense that we have not been able to make
our people efficient, therefore, I say that we must make our
people to realisc and exert in themselves and to inspire in them
that efficiency so that the people may realise that they are the
vital clement of the nation. If we fail to do this, we are
neglecting the vital responsibility to the nation, Sir, with certain
apology to the House I may say that at present our people
generally depend more and more on Government’s help and
encouragement, thatis a great danger that our people may
become idle in future, we should therefore, try to make the
people understand that this is their own country, to stand on
their own feet, we should try to inspire in the minds of the
people about the development works as has heen rightly
ecmphasised by the Governor in his Speech. Ifwe can enthuse
every cultivator the spirit of developmental activities of the
Government and secure his Co-operation, surely our rural
population may be made efficient to undertake development
r  works in our couniry.

b wRRRRE e o o Y L=

Then, Sir, I come to auothc;* inportant point, administid-
tive machinery. This is a very vital subject apd the Covaions
has rightly emphasised this point in his speech “whese T iH5s

articularly made mention nbout. the trainin e gy h e
sonnel to bring about more efliciency ip Hhi e certain p -
that disposal of business 15 more prompt and effy l_nlstrangn the
Governor has also rightly said that reforps kit icient an Leh
and strenghening of the admn}lstrative Mmachiner re-organisa al;)
Sir, after the achievement of independence whég :ftrednece;sd }]fs
i minimum justice, but at present that j we dema

! s Justice is denied to the
at min A s
people, but I say if that minimum jygce is agsured to thé
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people, the face of the country will surely be changed and
therefore, developmental activities in our country will be
increased. All that the common people want is clean and
smooth administration and that much of justice may be
assured to the people. Now, I beliecve the Mover of the
Motion has covered all the items in the Governor’s Speech.

I am now coming to the question of Embankment and
Drainage Department. I would like to say that unscrutinised
and hapazard construction of dams and embankments
throughout the State has been to some extent responsible for
floods, droughts, changes in the course of rivers, drying up of
the fisheries and all that. There the Government has rightly
considered it necessary to examine all the embankment and
drainage projects so that there should be planning and execu-
tion of the embankment and drainage projects and at the same
time the question of construction of culverts and other means
of outlet and inlet may be considered, so that the fertility of the
soil as a result of complete hlockade of the river water which
carries silt is not stopped.  Sir, as an exception to this decision
of the Government I will refer tothe problem of my constituency
so far as the embankment and drainage projecis are concerned.
I may be excused for speaking about my constituency, because
Iﬁnd_ some hon.Members have said that we should not be
constituency-mined.  Sir, the geographical situation of my
constituency is very peculiar and a very critical situation has
ASen m my constituency. Sir, half of my constituency is
‘11’11311:}1;1 };Chckn?ighty rivers Brahmaputra and Subansiri within the
Ades t}?:N 11‘1.1 the L_akhlmpur district. Again lyz]f of it .falls

i T(l)l_lﬂ Lakhimpur and half under the Dibrugarh Sub-
B L us area is repeatedly devastated by floods, the com-
i I;hsysttm in t‘he area is extremely bad. You will be
It tﬁt there is no motor .tra_['ﬁc U“ICII‘C. For all these
ComMUunie, - € most neglected area in the State of Assam. The

AVE H0. g, 1?11 system is still in the primitive position. We
to-day %“in? Dibrugarh and North Lakhimpur for our day
people 1ivi;1 ¢ss. Becausc of these communication difficulties,
there g Oneg (;HIT this arca are lagging far behind. Moreover
become oy 1_1 {fll]ty In the summer season. Botzh the rivers
people of tyhém Jlllegt and there occurs boat disaster. The
repeatedly for 1‘ecclonsutuency "e.prcscnt(‘.d to the _Government

: ress of their grievances. Now while the con=
examinatignthzsesmbankmcnts should entail previous thorough
Governmiote va n‘;ggested by me. above, I want to request the
tuency where Somz € an exception in the case of my consti-
Projects have been undertaken but not yet
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completed. Government should see that they are completed ;
otherwise the devastation will be caused by the onrush of the
water through these inc ymplete portions of the embankments.
Tt should not be left at the mercy of the nature, otherwise the
destruction of the arca due to floods will be greater. There
are other rivers like Jiadhal.

Myxr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member can profitably discuss
these things when the Demand for the Embankment and Drain-
age is moved. I am not disturbing the hon. Member, but I
am only suggesting to him what will be the right course. I am
only helping him to follow the right track (laughter).

Shri LALIT KUMAR DALEY (Moran: Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes): Yes, Sir. I hope the hon. Members
of this House will kindly excuse me for asking for this excep-
tion in case of my constituency.

Now coming to the point of hills affairs, the Governor has
rightly emphasised the need of a solution of the hills problem
which is still a burning problem of Assam. As for myself by

ersonal contacts and discussions with some Members of the
Hills, I hive an idea that there ave still some proble;ns S hieh
need specdy solution, I feel that the hills-areas have been
created by God and the resources that arve within these hills
areas, if properly exploited, will bring a solution not only of
the hill areas but for the plains people\ 2180 Lhave visit 5 Il
these areas, although it has not been possii)'e for. me To‘me ka
complete survey, and I think the main problem of thg lelai
areas and the pecople is the problem of food production wl .1{1
cannot be made sclf-sufficient by the present means fn “] e
tion with the cultivable lands available thercL i’lo‘ e
hill arecas arc deficit areas. The amount of f(.) 1 Ob1t dof the
and other production ke fruit viz; oranges in% pllo ucltl_og
arc grown in the hills do not get easy thaghe cPw‘ apples whic
bottleneck. It has been said that O\*Vil‘],crbt lﬁlg to transport
Pakistan, the border trade of the hills pec? ¥ Olt ¢ creation of
hampered.  Taking all the production P b been g_reatly
cannot make the hills people self-sufficient ; '111-11 consideration 1t
So it is natural that we should take to othelll‘ e ma e
tion ; we should try to exploit the minera] 5 l“geam of produc-
of the hills. Sir, T have heard, T do not lc{n othes resoqfc@ﬁ
true, that there was a proposal for a PrOjectng“f how fa_‘". 1t ;;1
clectricity etc., by the name of Barapanj PJ- _?1t gellefalll%lllu 12!
and Jaintia Hills district, butin view of e (g('goq;:}o;lzf oI
people of the area for fear of their land pein gp  aken away for
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the construction of the dam etc,
cuted. We all know electricity p
matter of industrialisation of a country. ‘The people of the
district could have been benefited by this electricitv. Sir, we
are livingin a dynamic age and we should think in terms of
dynamism. So the fear of my friends if they have so opposed
the scheme is unfounded. If the Barapani Project could have
been successfuily implemented, the majority of the hills area
could have been converted into the most industrial area by the
help of electricity. I hope my brethren in the hills will
kindly realise this important fact and take advantage of this
project, Ultimately the solution of the hills problem lies in
proper utilisation of the natural resources of the hills areas.

the project could not be exe-
lays an important part in the

So, I ask my Friends coming from the hills to think over the
matter. We cannot be self-sufficient by saying that « particular
area is backward or the people in a particular area are stary-
ing or semi-starved and that their necessities should be provided
by Government, Well, in a welfare State Government is duty-
bound to look after the uplift of the people. It is their moral
duty. But how far may this state of affairs be allowed to
continue ?  We, ourselves, will have to try to bring about self-
sufficiency of thoge areas, and in that matter, I invite the serious
attention of my Friepds coming from the hills to look into the
matter and he P Overnment with constructive suggestions
which may 8O to solve the problems. I think the real problem
od and communication, and therefore, we
overnment by our self-efforts to solve these pro-
blems. At the same time, Government should also examine the
pr:oblems_ of those areag by sending their experts and technigians
With a view to gee what things can be done to solve these
Problems, and that i why I invite mv Friends in the hills (g

give their suggestions hy proper implementation of which we
can solve their problems.
Now I h

: ad so many things to say, but my time is ver
limited, f J i Y

Mr. SPEAKER . - Member has exce
twice the tipc b t%;:tﬁfr}lly the Hon. Member has exceeded
Shri LALI KUMAR :

DALEY (Moran : Reserved
for Scheduleg Tribes). And, therefore, Sir, one
CAONS AT SRR BN T o realls HharlE o
for glving me an OPPortunity to take part in the debate of the
Governor’s Addresg.

: ; am also thankful to the mover of
resolution for affording an opportunity to speak, And I

word
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hope the hon. Members from the opposite side will be kind-
enough to withdraw their amendments and accept the motion
of thanks,

With these words, Sir, I conclude,

*Shri JAHHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara); Mr, Speak-
er, Sir, His Excellency the Governor of Assam has failed
to give this House any permanent solution of the food problem;
You know, Sir, India and more so. Assam, is an agricultural
country. It is naturally expected that: it ought to be self-
sufficient in food and other agricultural produce. I like to
stress that Assam should not only be self-sufficient but- she
ought to be a surplus State regarding food and other agricul-
tural produce. But, Sir, it is really a matter of great regret
that instead of being surplus it is not even self-sufficient,  Ig
has now become a deficit area rega rding food and other agr.icul- ‘
tural produce. Why it is so, what is the reason for it ? Omn
several previous occuasions, year afier year, the Government
have been giving us to understand that the causes of the failure
of crops are drought. isufficiency of rains, untimely raing
floods ctc. etc. Shall the country 8o like this ?  What * are the
remedies for these causes ? Government have constructed
embankments to control flood-waters. By they have so far n t
been able to stop flood water coming to these areas which 1?
covered by embankments. Governmeni are thinking of wcr :
viding sluice gates on the embankments. Byt | would iiké ?-
say that it will be dangerous to have sluice gates where lho
depth of water on both sides of the cmbankment js 19’ {q 15’e
I, therefore, would like to suggest thar instead of S

. e rovidj
sluice gates it will be better to have evphoon system foli* ]‘;;SFE
out or letting in water through these embankments B;:c"]? e

Ats, ause

that will not harm the embankments ang there will not |
danger because of the difference of the watey leve] Ong ﬁC s
of the embankments, from the presure of water cur: O_t_ sides
either of the side in which the water loye] is higher 11‘§1.1‘1 > o
1s a place where drought cannot adversely Da‘[fﬂ_:t 111, il
of water. That there are so many tributm‘ies fmrd o SR
rivulets on hoth sides of the Brahmapyy, t}tnt- he e
water to agricultural ficlds 1s no problen, at ‘iil the supply - of
not be. Even in the months of ¢ Falgoop »> 2 a“‘i gt 3!‘0“],‘11
agricultural fields of Assam can be kept o and Chaitra

a proper and thorough investigation f; supl loaded by, Water
Plying water through

ei]r 1 irrigation chanpne.
properly controlled irriga Dnels o
constructing dams on the mouths p the§2nt b}j arr'angcd.d Ey
distributing the waters of these 11‘i!)utafie 1;1;] Utan}cn a,f; erh):
controlled irrigation channels we cap Supply imtgo iy e pgdd)}

e
ted,

*Speech not Correg

— S g——
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and other agricultural fields. This will also help protection of
the railway line that run along the sides of the Himalayan range,
1 mean, the railway line from Bongaigaon to Amingaon which
have been and are being destroyed by the rush of water.
Because the diffusion of the flow of water of these tributaries like
Aie, Manas and Pagladia etc., will reduce the intensity of the
rush of water by a system of properly controlled irrigation chan-
nels. Sir, this requires co-operation of the Railways, Embank-
ment and Drainage Department and the Department of Agri-
culture. I feel far-sightedness 1n this matter is also lacking.
There are a number of irrigation channels constructed by our
Tribal people who are specially fond of them. But these channels
being mostly unscientific in their construction, they do more
harm than serve the purpose for which they are constructed. So
they must have the expert and technical advice in this matter
of properly trained experts.

Adjournment.
‘The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 P. M.
After lunch.

*Shri JAHANUDDIN AUMED (Bilasipara): While .

I was speaking about

: cyphoon  exchange system  some

G could not understand it. 1 think
vernment as well as any student of science are able to under-

s‘r’ar;d_w}tmy 18 cyphoon exchange system and so I need not
explain it in details.

NOW, Sir, T am

speaking about construction of irrigation
channels by the tribal

els | people from time immemorial and they
arc using it for their paddy cultivation. They construct irriga-
tion channels but they do not know how to control and maintain
them. They do not know how to control the flow of
water and as such such channels generally are causing
menace sometimes by becoming deeper and deeper and
%}‘u;:s glumately becoming some sort of streams and rivers,
or example, ihe Tarrong viver in the Goalpara District
which flows through the constituency of the hon’ble Minister,
Sh_l’l rRuPnath Brahma, hecause there was no control system
this Tartong channel or dong has ultimately become a  river
called Tarrong river, - '
*Shri RUP NATH BRATMA: There was no dong called
Tarrong dong. Ttis always a river and a channel has been
constructed to take water fyom thiy river.

*
Specch not corrected.
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“Shri JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): It may be

so, bul some rivers originated from some such channels.. If there
1s co-operaiion and co-ordination between departments like Agri-
culture, Drainage and Embankment, Railway, etc., there
can be made arrangement for supply of sufficient water in every
part of Assam for our paddy cultivation and there cannot be
any shortage of water in the whole State of Assam.

Sir, the Governor has nowhere mentioned in his Address
how to tone up our administration. 1 think our Minis_try or
Government should be up and doing and be very strict with the
executive. It is a well-known fact that due to slackness and
favouritism on the part of the senior oflicers that to-day there
are corruption, nepotism, etc., that are going on freely. 1
necd not go into details as to what the Government should do
to make it a better administration. Not to speak of the
Government oflicials, even non-oflicials like big businessmen,
arc doing whatever they like. To support this I may give
the instance as to how the price of rice and at present the
price of sugar in Assam has gone up so high. A statement
appears stating that as sugar is not a controlled commodity
the Government is unable to take any action in the matter.
If it is so, then T may call it a weak Government and this shows
that the Government is in the hands of the big businessmen.
It it were a strong Government then things would have been
quite different. Pandit Nehru, our Prime Minister, mentioned
before the Independence of India and during the time of
Bengal famine in 1943 that if hLe ever came into power he
would hang the black-marketers, profiteers, ete. Tt is suffici-
ently proved now that the Government cannot come out of the
clutches of the business magnets. Nevertheless, Sir, I would
like to impress upon the Government that they should be very
very careful about this and should not hesitate to take stron
action against the blnck-x_narketcrs, profiteers. etc. Otherwise
things will take a Very serious turn,

Now, Sir, I would like to come to the question of oil

refinery. The Governor in hig Address has not been able to
throw any new light about this. ¢ i true that it is the declara-
tion of the Centre that there wi]j be an oil refcr i At
but what kind of refinery it wii] be and Whietha ‘113 yrnw'll o
be another oil vefinery at Baroun;i also we §; Rgho ;‘: i S
The rumour is that there will he a ave o dmong .

: 10ther pe v at Barouni
and if so we do not understand why Govﬁfj};ﬁi ?S going to

e
*Speech no¢ Correcteq

Y
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start it there during this difficult time of foreign exchange and
when the Sceond Five-Year Plan could not be nnpl@ncnte_d
fully in the State. Itis diflicult to know whether the Centre 1
sincere in their declaration about the establishment of an oil
refinery in Assam. We also could not get any idea from the
Governor’s speech about the capacity und size of the refinery
that is going to be established in Assam. We are anxious (o
know whether all the crude oil will be taken to Barouni or
not when the refinery will be there. Our people are now
absolutely in darkness about this. Bui I want to cmphasise
that the people of Assain would not tolerate if a single drop of
crude oil is tried to be taken away-from Assam to Barouni.
Government should be very very carefil in this matter.
Government should anuounce to the pecople of Assam that no
crude oil will be allowed to go out of Assam.

*Mr. SPEAKER - Order, Order. TIs the hon. Member
reading his speech or consulung his noies ? (4 wvoice: -
Consulting his notes).

“Shri JAHANUDDIN ALMED (Bilasipara): Govern-
ment should proclaim that no crude oil will be carried
out of Assam without being refined in her refinery. I may
tell the House that Assam will not allow others to benefit at
CF Cost, people of Assam will not tolerate such a situation

and if the Government of Assam be weak and submit to the

entral Government in this regard, the people of Assam know
OW:ito deal with such a situation.

cn, would like to mention about the Brahma-
Putra Briq

work of t%’e which is going to be constructed or rather the
whethey H’ ich is going to be started very soon. [ don’t kllf)w
St befor;ere was any frcsl‘n survey after the survey carried
Bidee e nIn the last Survey Report it was said that a
ing folly qun A’Hnng:mn and i"?m(iu w0:|_11d be an engineer-
¢ Spen& .mo (lon_t know, Sir, whether Governm.ent is going
is going to l?ey without knowing the conseqquence if the bridge
havo dcc’larcz ar‘!_:‘n_uc_cq»ssml on: when the engineers themselves
Pandu. . Sg S:Limt there cannot be a 1.)1‘1_dgc= at Amingaon-
gl o > OiIr, I would request the Government, before
S'mnﬂmg SO Money on this nroject, to have the opinion of the
expert and project,

N Tyt work upon their advice. With these few
words I resume my seat.

Then Sir, 1

i P

e

*Speech not corrected
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Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I support the Motion of thanks moved by my Friend, Mr.
Goswami. In this connection I would like to make a few
observations before this august House.

At the very oulset we must remember that ours is a prob-
lem State. We have many hill arcas inhabited by verieties of
people and this is a great problem before us. Though under
the Constitution special provision has been made and both the
Centre and the State are trying their best to ameliorate the
conditions of the hills people still when we go to the interior,
when we move from village to village, we find that the people
are still backward economically and educationally. So we have
an uphill task before us and this is a special responsibility to
make endeavours for the amelioration of the conditions of
people in the hills, specially those who live in the border. Hon-
ourable Rev. Roy has described their conditions before this
House. The border people are somewhat like refugees in their
own homes and their miseries know no bounds. The Govern-
ment with the poor resources at their disposal are trying their
best to give them relief as indicated by the Governor in his
Address, but much remains to be done.  Communication has to
be improved and extended so that the produce of the border
people may reach markets which will have to be opened. If
necessary, our Government should take steps for the rehabilita-
tion of the border peeple as we hgwe done in the case of the
refugees so that these brothers and sisters of ours who are living
in the border can live a normal life like other citizens of the
State.

Next the Governor has referred to the Naga people.
Though Naga Hills is separated from us for administrative pur-
poses yet we consider those people inhabiting the Naga Hills as
our own kith and kin brothers and sisters, '

They may be separated from us administratively but we
should so act, so behave that thesc Naga people and people of
other parts of the State may feel that they are members Ic:))f the
same family. For this our Government gy well as other nione
official organisations should make endeavyey, to m.aintfli'n that
affinity which used to exist thWC@H_ the People of Assr:lm and
the Naga people in the past. I associate n this connection with
the feelings expressed by Mr. Ram Nayp arma. so far as
the affairs of N.-E. F. A. aré concerpeq. We want an in-
tegrated Assam  although ﬂdml‘ﬂ.istmtivdy N: 4F s A<
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separate from us. We want that the people in these areas,
2.c., Mishmis, Dofflas, Abors etc.,, may feel that they are
like our brothers and sisters and have free access to our places
for free trade and free social contract which used to exist in
the past. It is really painful as has been described by my
Friend, Mr. Sarma, that there has been of late a tendecy on
the part of the officers working in those areas to separate
these people from the rest of the people of Assam. That
separatist tendency should be nipped in the bud and Govern-

ment should take measures so that such state of aflairs may not
continue.

The next problem that is facing the State is the plains tribal
people. The plains tribal people and the backward classes
predominantly inhabit the State of Assam. Under the Cons-
titution, the State Government and the Central Government are
doing their best to ameliorate the conditions of the plains tribal
people and the backward classes. As regards the backward
classes, though they do not enjoy the special privileges allowed
under the Constitution, still our Government are showing
special considerations towards them by giving them stipends
and other advantages. There are also some people like the
plains Mikirs and plains Garos who are in a state of backward-
ness.  Though their case is not covered under Article 275 still T

hope the Government would make special consideration for
them)" “The same should apply also to such people as Mundas
and other |

K abour population of Assam who are groping in
Tal: ness.  They are socially and economically still backward.
erefore T appeal to our Government to adopt special

ineasures for ameliorating the backwardness prevalent among
€se people.

G Now, Sir, there are refugees in the State to which the
OvVernor has made a

cntre gp s . reference. This Government and the
the taskaie doing their best to rehabilitate the refugees, but
a0 S %_?‘tupendous one. We can vilify the Government,
G eﬂ‘ort?ly anybody, bl{t the ta}s_k 1s a stupendous one.
B O?re there for their rehz_ﬂnhtatmn but much more
word of (:gaut'to be done. In this regard I must sound a
case of hum,llqn'_ The refugees’ case should be taken as a
dolls in polit‘iglt-)i’ o one should treat the refugees as play-
id . Dol €st their case may be injured. Their case
spil aken from a humanitarian point of view,

Besides this pProblem, §

» Oir, the main difficulty of our State
the transport bottleneck,

which is always cited by the
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Government of India when the qustion of industrialisation

comes before them. The most primary thing which needs

special consideration of the Central Government and also pf

this Government is stabilisation and improvment of the rail-

way line, which has been a stumbling block in the way of
industrialisation of this State. I am glad to see from Governor’s

Address that steps have been taken for the stabilisation of the
Rail Link and also there has been a proposal for opening a
double line. II this is done, I hope industrialisation of this
State, without which it will ever remain backward, will be
speeded up. Sir, our State is inahabited by different kinds of
people who are in different grades of civilisation. We are
surrounded by forcign States. Therefore, it is necessary that
this strategic State of ours should be made as strong as possible;
this should be made the Eastern bulwork of defence. For this
purpose it is the special responsibility of the Central Govern-
ment to sec that this State is developed from all points of
view. Though we are thankful to the India Government for
giving us the oil refinery, we are also thankful to them for
opening a new Railway Zone in Assam and also for steps
taken for the construction of the Brahmaputra bridge. Still
many more things have got to be done in the field of indus-
try. ‘Though we have got paper pulp, we have no paper
mill though we have cotton, we have no cotton mill we
have got jute but no jute mill.  There are other resources
which, if e:gplon;ed, will convert our State into a fully-develop-
ed insdustrial State.

Sir, the resources of our Government are
and unless special attention is given by the Indj
those things to which I referred earlier cannot come {

We hear of so many river valley projects in other Stz(t)t p%SS-
no river valley project has seen the light of day in our %S -
We have only the Umtru Project and about to start one sfxaétael:

mill. These are the only Industrial project
ustrie € ;

now. Through sheer neglect in the 1Brigiscl\lltsd;;(s: hi%)‘;e gzﬁegl
’ -

tions this State has remained industr; X
backward State in the whole of Inéﬁ;auyT?a“‘k}mrds the most
make emphalic demand on the Centry] Glele‘ore, we should
special attention to us and I hope >overnment to give
financial assistance to us. ey  will extend all

very meagre
a Government,

Besides these, Sir, we have ;
L 5 ave other | '
before us. We have the problem of | ¢ Important problems

. 3 i : Ol land]eggn e ve
Sir, through any district you wijl f,q hulfslsljeds:,[f o}go?aﬁﬁes;
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people moving from Pl‘L‘U_C LO ]l)l'fl(f§_ in search of land. They are
squatting here an_d there and occupying regions from where
they are being cvicted. Being thus cvicted they come to the
streets, and with their baggages they have (o remain in the
strect for days and months together like refugees. We have got
to rehabilitate the Majuli people. They are fnoving like beggars
from plac_c to place, f{'om forest to forest, from reservetmn
reserve being ousted like forest animals,  We have not been
able to do anything for them.  We have not also been able
to _rgl'lublhtale the people whose lands were eroded by Sub-
ansiri; we have not been able to rchabilitate fully those whose
lands were eroded by the Bharali river. Tor want of land this
problem _has assumgcl serious proportions.  As a result, we
see that in every district grazing reserves have been forcibly
OCFi{upled and encroached upon. It has become a tremendous
has for the Deputy Commissioner to evict these people. Tt
as created a serious situation for any Deputy Commissioner
to cope with. 1In the alsence of any alternative provision the
evicted people are been forced to reoccupy the reserves. In
;hls way, the process is going on. Thisis a very grave 1.)1-0])-
em  which is causing headache to our Government as to how
this problem can be solved. Out of this, Sir, arises the food
problem. We have to feed the landless people. If a census
1s taken, their number will go to lakhs; we have to feed them
as they have no earnings. They have no land for oo
by which th B i B and for cultivation
e they could contribute to the income ofthe State
a Very seriou: 2l 7 . g oy 2
Fa Deasants, Ybut 1(':3; 1E)roblc_mL rTV\c ll'atjre_ given land to land-
them. How wil] ¢ ave not given any plough bullock to
o will they plough the land ? This sort of i sk
ould go, If we o} ; s sort of inconsistency
s we give land to the landless people we must also
m -\ = ; @gie e = R q o 7 , c
land. Wha : ﬁuth a}l fz_1c11111cs_ 50 1}}dt they can plough the
spent for recllz appening in Amjuli, Sir? Lakhs of rupees were
tribal people é? Eﬁggg?ﬁh? a{;‘iea Wl}th ta' ’iflew }(}2 rehabilitate the
al there, but the efforts of the last
ree 2 ! » e las
© years have not succeeded in praviding the : I
on't understand why without making provi o fm b
reclamation scheme was adopted Fg Ii ;lmon or water 4
are graldually coming back f ?I . Forlack of water the people
do anything “for cultig tccw - 1:31'11P {lmgl:llal villages. When we
given to the <:111ti‘va.tov§l o 1W('3 Browd sec thalall ot tIS
benefit under an S 1_12“’ they can _Pl:O_perly enjoy the
‘These are matterssivﬁ)-?*]?ﬁt that has been initiated for them.
Sir, the food pOSitioll’(; 11.5 o%ld receive our serious consideration,
three years. We h'tvelist (;;:ome ];flery acute during the last
- - . C ]
and it is high time . thg 1 ee:?3 a :: lo{ produce enough food
fo meet the situation, Wi embers to devise ways and means
. hat are the causes for the reduction
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in the food production ? Why a State which was surplus be-
fore and which used to supply other Stateswith rice and paddy
is now suffering, as a deficit State, from want of foodgrains.
This very vital issue is to be considered on the basis of the
agricultural production.  Agricultural development should first
come before industrialisation. It should be given top-priority.
Therefore, we must pay serious attention to Agriculture. It
is unfortunatc that a State which was surplus in respect of
foodgrains is now going to depend on the Government of
India, and Government of India has to spoon feed this State
every year. So we must devise ways and means by which we
can increase food production in our State. Government in the
Agriculture Deparment has started various schemes for growing
more food, but still we are facing food deficit every year.

Recently, the Government of India had given a loan of
Rs.39 lakhs with 2 view to augment food production of the
State Government. Out of this grant a portion has been given
to each district. Now, Sir, is it possible to spend the whole
amount of Rs.39 lakhs within 31st March 1958 ? 1 think
it will be wrong to think that amount could be spent within
this short space of time, viz., by 3Ist March next, In this con-
nection, the Deputy Commissioner of our district called us
recently to discuss this matter and told yugs that the amount
allotted to each district must be spent in kind, in manure
and seeds which, to my mind, will net be pi)ssible within
this short space of time. In this connection, 1 would like to
quote the circular which had been issyed b\,’r Government to
the Deputy Commissioners and the Sub-divisional Officers to
the effect that tillers” meetings will have (o be organised field-
wisc and they are to be educated about aericultural develop-
ment. Then Government hope to ibrmulatébsuitnble schemes %n
due course. Then Sir, the officers of the Agricultural Depart-
ment will have to call a meeting of tillers in every ﬁe]g for
education of tillers and distribution of seeds maynure etc
Sir, I calculated in my own sub-division that tflel‘e are Jmor(;
than one thousand fields and accordingly there t be
more than one thousand meetings of he tillers.  Sj H}?S' im-
possible to hold more than ope thousand :[.nee;il;;gls (I)Sflthe
with the per-

tillers in our sub-division before 31st March
. R 3
Ict Agriculture Officer.

sonnel at the disposal of the Distr
In the circular it has also been 1 : : i
nentioned that in this
respect the Members of the Assembly, 1\/.[(311]1;11,S (t)l}’ﬁle Local
Boards and prominent public men and \‘\fome'n should be
associated with a view to help (lie Agriculture Departhleﬂf in
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the production of foodgrains, HHow could the Members of
Legislative Assembly who are here now help the Govern-
ment by going from house to house to make propaganda
for growing more food to the tillers in every field ? To my
mind, these measures should have been taken earlier so that

the Members of Legislative Assembly, could have contri-
buted.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture): Sir, my hLon. Friend is making a mistake
between two things. The organisation of the Members of
Legislative Assembly and others has 2ot no connection
with the amount of Rs.39 lakhs.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): No, Sir.
(Laughter).

I have calculated in my own sub-division that there are

more than one thousand fields and they will have to be visited
before 31st March, 1958.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Sir, it has got
no connection with 31st March. Rupees 39 Jakhs will be distri-
buted within 31st March. It is another thing.
have been looking into the matter. There should be propa-
ganda for taking measures and in that connection Government
‘\:f]sa;lt to take the help of the Members ol Legislative Assembly

Government

Shri MOHI KANTA BAS: But, Sir, in the circular it
4s been mentioned that the amount will have to be spent

within 31s¢t March and the people will not be given money
ut, manure and seeds and so on.

exte-nhtd. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDI‘IURY Lo some

T Sl'l?ti) MOHI KANTA DAS: To all cxtent. How could it
Sublz‘::[};fsl le for onc District Agriculturc  Oflicer, two or three
e Mal?rec‘:}:o;s to cover the entire sub-division of Tezpur within

M. MOINUL
nity PI‘O_]CCL" Offic
be utilised for the

HAQUE CHOUDHURY: All the Commu-

ers organised by my hon. Iriend will also
Purpose,




1958] DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS 615

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Even if all these
people work day and night they will not be able tospend the
amount within 3Ist March. We have so long not been able to
develop agriculture on modern lines and we have not been able
to increase the food production. Therefore, I may be permitted
to suggest as follows. If Government want to increasc food
production they will have to give a pair of bullocks to each-
cuftivator first and then manure and seeds.

( Laughter).

Then there must be somesummary procedure to see that’

the cultivators get these lgnns to purchase without difficulty
bullocks, otherwise, 17 Fb [t$2 It77 397 719 |

Then there should be propaganda throughout the whole
snb-division.

In a nutshell I would like to suggest to Government
the following mecasures for increasing food production.

(i) to give cattle loan to the cultivators for purchasing
of bullocks ;

(iz) there should be a propaganda week, and the
Members of Legislative Assembly, should be given
the week’s leave to join observance of the week
and meet the people and explain to them the

seriousness of the food problem and urgency of food
production.

fGaifeates afsaitars [ @RiE T2 | o @R tvm @ o T
Cf[izta’ SR gE " T e

. _ Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the hon. Member will continue
in English.

Shri MOHIKANTA DAS: s ctr —mis -
tacelez worales e | (Laughter), 2. o gt ol e

So, Sir, my suggestion is that let (| ’

1 ' ¢ Deput issioner
contact the Local Board Memberg gq alsc(:pﬁty .C];)mn]l;ss;gent
Committeec Members and others ang 1c Develop

: ask for their ices an
request them to go from village to village for thi? Ossc;rglfc propa-
ganda. : RELE
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Let there be no excuse that there is no godown here, no
implement there and so on.

Then, Sir, another thing is with regard to manure. Now,
our practice is that manure is given without examination of the
soil.  When the land is manured without cxamination of the
soil it naturally produces leaves only and no grain (laughter).
In China the people are manure-minded but here we are afraid
of manure. Whyisit so ? The reason is that the soil 1s not
examined before manure is applied. Now, Sir, our people right

from the Director of Agriculture down to the Agricultural
Demonstrators

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry to interrupt t_he hon,
Member, but I want to point out to him that these things can

well be discussed during discussion on the Budget when demand
for Agriculture comes up.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Yes, Sir. I qui.tc
see that. But the difficulty is that discussion on the Budget will
comernpan ~April while this amount is to be spent before $1st
March, That is why I cannot wait Sir.

; lylr. SPEAKER - How long will the hon. Member
take 7©

Shri MOHT KANTA DAS:

Only five minutes, Sir. If
you please T will

finish, As I have said, Sir, our officers

from the Dircctor of Agriculture right down to the Agricultural
o NTElOPs and other Heads of Departments should be

mobilised for thig purpose before 31st March so that all cultiva.
le lands whether falling within the reserve or out side should
€.opened up for temporary cultivation of foodgrains
(eries of "Yes”, “yes” from the Opposition).

------------

.. Now, Sir, If T may suggest, from 11th to 23rd April there
will b(f, &' Tecess of the Assembly, Government can utilise this
Penioditor Propaganda as desired }Sy some of my Friends. Let us
a}l g0 10 the Viuages. Let us start a Grow-More-Food Week and
g1ve us all facilitieg to make this Grow-More-Food Week a
success. At the 1 pumps should be given to the poor

e same time
Peopie an diouight et . free or with minimum charges areas

(The bell rings).
Sir, I do not knoy,

1 : A whether I have been able to give vent
to my feelings in  this ¢

Onnection and whether T have fully




1958] DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS 617

been able to express myselfl. There may be some sort of
shortcomings in my spcech but I beg to state that whatever
suggestion I have given here may be considered by the Govern-
ment and if they find them acceptable, they may be
pleased to accept them and if not, they may be discarded. In
Sanskrit it is said—

“atgs retiien wAdtn w3 |

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the motion moved by hon:
Member from Kamalpur and to oppose all the amendments
to this motion. The hon. Member from Gauhati has
rightly pointed out in his speech that we are to mobilise
all our available resources to make our plan a success. He also
pointed out that there should be equal disiribution and that
producers should get their due share. He also did not omit
to mention that there should be some sort of administrative
change, To me, Sir, it appears that all these are covered in
the Governor’s Address. It is the policy of the Government
so far as I believe, that we are to mobilise all our resources
to make our Plan a success so that our country will not lag
behind. It is also the policy of the Government that due
share should go to the tillers of the soil, the producers. Sir,
regarding the change in the administrative machinery, that
also was mentioned in the Governor’s Address—of course it
may take some time to have some tangible results. Sir, in
this connection I like to refer to certain remarks made by
the oldest Member of this House, hon. Rev. Nichols-Roy.
He stated in his speech that real action is needed, no tears of
sympathy will help the people in the border areas, Sir,
although I agrec with him that real sympathy is needed but I
feel it is unfair to say that our Government is showing only
lip sympathy to these people. I believe our Government is
out to solve all problems with all sincerity. Sir, it is a fact
that t:hcre are some difficulties among our border people, but
I believe attention of Government had already been drawn to
their problem. Hon. Member also mentioned about the
fecling of COl?géCSS_m_Cn and non-Congressmen, Sir, so far as
I believe our Goverhment do not possess such feclings, ~There
sy pe ST St doe 6 amongst some ‘fleld workersidufing
and after the election that so and so is 4 Cop s AL Qs
so is not, or thatso and so belongs to this %r thaai Pant 2o
so far as our Government is concerned Plieiisien Sacrhy(.:liscre-
mination, For the success of our Play = u Fi
discriminate whether a man belo O VIl e

' Dgs to this Political Party ©F
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that Party. So, Sir, I do not agree with him that there is any
discrimination between Congressmen and non-Congressmen
in the Hills. I do not believe that non-Congressmen do not
get chance or that Congressmen only get chance in all matters
where Government is connected. In fact it is my personal
experience that our Gevernment officers used to pay more
attention generally to non-Congress leaders than they do to
Congress leaders,
|y
Sir, hon. Rev. Nichols-Roy also mentioned that the
Khasi people are docile people. ~ T quite agree with him. But
I must also say that all indigeneous pcople of Assam are docile
people. If I may be permitted to cite an instance, I may
refer to the original people of my district the district of
Lakhimpur. With pressure of modern world they are now pushed
back to the interior villages and jungles. If I compare them
with the Khasi people I find, Sir, that there the indigeneous
people are going more to the interior places than coming
forward to the modern world. So, Sir, I cannot agree with
him that only our Khasi brethren are finding difficulty in the
modern world set up. Sir, Rev. Nichols-Roy also mentioned
about Umtru Project. It is no doubt a fact that the people
of Kamrup district are getting more benefit from this project ;
but the natural condition is such that power can be easily
generated to Gauhati and other places. So, Sir, I think there
cannot be any dispute about this project. Sir, in this House
mention has been made of North-East Frontier Agency
R EROlicy T “this connection T like to enlighten the
_If;Iouse about our relationship with the North-East _Frontier
isg:,i:cy Pcople, You know, Sir, that Kundil in Mishmi district
X out miles from Sadiya ana _kmg- Bh_lsmaka, is well
nown  all oyer India. The Mishmis in North-East
Frontier Agency claimed their descendant from king
S0 also the royal family of Motok kingdom
and also the Chutias and others claimed their descendants

fom king Bhismaka, The Abors in North-East Frontier Agency
:&c}:kthe Miris of the Brahmaputra Valley belongs to the same

S arsas e dialect is also almost similar. Similarly the Khamitis
bnl '9pho in N-EFA and the Ahoms of Assam claim that they
2€I0Ng to same Taj race. In this way, Sir, you will find that
mOSthOf the people of Upper Assam claimed that they belong
to - the same stock with the pecople of North East Frontier
Agency, Therefore, if there is any artificial barrier hetween
the people of Assam and the North-East Frontier Agency
region that wil) cer

tainly hamper the growth of our people.
No doubt some protection i necessary but you cannot support
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that the North-East Frontier Agency should be isolated forever.

Sir, you will actually find that almost all the orginal people

of Upper Assam have no difference with the hills people in the

North-East Frontier Agency regions. Similarly, Sir, in Darrang
district, I believe, although I have no first hand information,
perhaps the Aka and the Dafla have the same blood relation-
ship with the plains people of Darrang district. If we
analyse, we will find that not only Assamese is the lingua-franca of
the North-East Frontier Agency people but we have direct food
relation with them. Sir, if the present policy of the Government
can be rclaxed to some extent then we can have more in-
tercourse and perhaps, in the course of time we shall be in a
position to build a mighty Assam which is our hearth and
home. When I speak of Assam, I don’t speak for Assamese
speaking people only but I speak in the interest of all people
living in Assam and who consider Assam as their hearth and
home. Sir, only if the present policy of the Government is
modified sufficiently, I believe the misunderstandings and other
grievances will finally vanish away. There should not be room for
mis-representation of facts outside Assam. I hope Gevernment
would look into this matter urgently. Sir, in this connection,
I would like to mention about the report of the Backward
Classes Commission. The report is perhaps by now in the
hands of the Government. If due consideration is made our
problems in the plains will be solved and that will surely
give impetus to our hills brethren also to feel that Govern-
ment is actually to protect the weaker section of the people.
Backward people should get facilities to come up to the standard
of other advanced people. Sir, I would also like to refer to the
rehabilitation of the flood and earthquake affected people in
Upper Assam, specially in the district of Lakhimpur. A large
number of people were uprooted by the great earthquake of
1950, and also by the subsequent floods and erosions. Sir
you will find that a good number still remains to be rehab e
tated. T hopeif sincere efforts were made by our local officers
it would not had been difficult to rehabilitate these unfortunate
people. 1 hope Government will give due attention to this
problem. In this regard, I would also like to make a reference
towards our land policy. It is quite clear that t};e Govern-
ment pol cy is to give land to the tillers of the soil. The
question hour reveals that the ex'sting rules and reguiations,

are standing in the way of implementation of our present
land policy.

Therefore I feel that the rules and reeulations of Revenue
Departmentshould be amended to giye land to the local culti-
vators, whose hearth and home is Assam,
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_ In order that those who till the soil can get benefit
from our land policy, I believe certain laws or rules should
be amended or framed. I think Government will see to
this and make the necessary amendment so that the real
cultivators will not be deprived of the benefit.

Sir, I don’t lke to make a long specch and take away
the precious time of the House, but I would like to make
a mention about our schemes. The mental make up of scheme
makers are not of same level of our mass people. In many
cases we find that the schemes are very lofiy and ideal, but
it is difficult on part of the mass pcople to understand them.,
Therefore, I hope Government will give sufficient attention
to local conditions which generally, in Assam we find diversity
in different districts. I would therefore, like to draw the atten-
tion of the Government in this regard.

Sir, one of the hon. Members of this House suggested
that from 11th to 23rd April, 1958, there would be a Grow-
More-(Food)] Campaign Week—I cannot agree with him in
this regard because during that period there will be Bohag
13_}1h1_1 m which young boys and girls will continue dancing and
smgmg for happinees and to get more vitality to produce

Inore 1n next season of cultivation.

Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
much has been said regarding food. Iood is a great problem.
IWO}ﬂd like Howrsto divert the subject matter from Food to
Medical. Medical is also a great problem. Sir, most of our
people cannot have even two squarc meals a day, because their

uymg capacity is very poor, they are ill-nourished and ill-fed
and therefore,” the vitality of the people is very low and,
:t%r‘lerefore2 there is the chance of infection, we must fight it out.
hO fight 1F.th_c first pre-requisite is balanced food.  Pecople must

ave nourishing food so that people do not fall an easy victim
to infectious diseases. Then, if we look to the question of
n}edimqe there also the price of the medicine has gone up very
high.  The general standard of health of the people has gone
down and except a very few people in our country
are not healthy, The food people generally take lacks in
v}tamlll, iron calcium, etc. Thesel things are not to be tackled
cither by the People or by the Government. Then our people
because of their 'Bhorance do not observe all the rules pertain-
ing to Proper maintenance of health ; they may take conta-
minated food and get infectious diseases. Sometimes epidemic
breaks out and people dje or suffer. So Government should
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find out devices so that instructions may be given to the people
as to how to maintain their health by observing cleanliness and
taking balanced diet, etc. Sometimes what we find is that
Government rush with doctors and other equipment and
medicine to the epidemic areas when the epidemic has broken
out. This involves huge cost. Instead of this if Government
take preventive steps before-hand, the cost will he less and at
the same time people will not suffer so much. As regards the
preventive side we find Government have many schemes,
¢.g., there is the Malaria Control Programme, there is
prevention and check cf leprosy, there is spreading of D. D. T.
so on and so forth. Unless they are properly implemented
in time it is of little use to the people. Now, can we say that
as a result of these schemes the diseases are decreasing ? Take
for instance the question of incidence of mosquito in Gauhati.
Can the Government say that the incidence of mosquito has
diminished there as a result of the anti-Malarial Schemes
undertaken by the Government ? There are other instances

and I neced not go into the details here. It is known ' almost
to all.

Another point is survey. The other day I also stressed
:aboat this p‘?mt during the question hour. Survey is most
important so far as the question of prevention of diseases is
concerned,

Then there are other things »iz Xy
etc. Up tll now we find that the essentla
supplied. If these things are
better medical facilities in spite

ay plants, chest clinics
: I parts of plants are not
gomg on how can we expect
of spending so much money.

Then we should not also ignore the curative side too

Considering the condition of the people who are mostl oor
they must get free treatment, free medicine, but what dobivé)ﬁnci
when these people go to any hospital, take for instance our
biggest Hospital, I mean the Dibrugarh Medical CC]iC‘)‘ e
you say that all the poor people can get admissilonbet’heie?

‘Those who can afford to pay get the issi
: . pay ¢ e admissi ;
rot in the hotels in the expection of S othorst ey

: : \ : retting  admissi
bed in the hospital will be available.& This c’iilmlsswn When}a
spread of diseases by the stay of S also aggravates the
p i S Ay ol these patients in the hostels
etc. So these things should not pe overlooked 5
Then Government cannot ey
: i 2 : XpPect to gep : le b
simply opening certain dispensarjeg Serve: the Do

: ! and putting some doctors
there unless there is sufficient stock of megi(‘j‘;]egan_d instrument



We have so many anomalies in the administration of medical
department in our State. LEvery Member is acquainted with
such anomalies, which is happening everywhere in our State.

Lastly, there is the political consideration. In the matter
of opening up a new dispensary we f[ind Government move
according to the dictation of certain big bosses of the Congress
Party. Sometimes we find a dispensary situated in the central
place of an area is shifted to a remote corner of that
particular place according to the wishes of some big people
of the Political party and the result is that the poor people
cannot go to such remote place to get any medical benefit.
These anomalies are there and unless these things are
removed and as the people in our State are very poor we
cannot say that medical facilities to these poor people have
been given,
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With these words, Sir, I commend my motion for the
acceptantce of the House.

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I support the motion moved by my Friend,
Shri Sarat Chandra Goswami. I want to speak a few words in
this connection. Our Governor in his Speech has ably described
the various problems of our State and the different plans and
schemes to solve these problems.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member should speak a little
10‘._1d1y because the microphone here in this House does every-
thing except amplyfying your voice.

_ Shri MOHANANDA BORA: The Governor has rightly
Egll_illifsd out that dgring the last year we had beel.l successful in
proble%nto an effectl_ve solution of three prolglems, i.e., the reﬁ_nf:ry
DB the esta.bhshment of a separate railway zone, a decision
nstruct a bridge over the Brahmaputra. These were the
three vital Problems that were agitating the minds of our people
from some congider . = P o beop
TR G Siderable time past, and it is our good fortune
OW near the threshold of their eflective solutions.
StateI'{tigeaElmg ‘the flood control and irrigation system in the
. OVernor has been pleased to make a reference to
one point.  He has sateq that during the last year there was
little damage done by floods in our State. This was due to
constr UCU‘?“.Of e_mbz}nkments and introduction of an eflective
system of irrigation N different parts of our State. While say-
ing this, he 1s not oblivious of the fact that in some other places



)
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these embankments have not been as successful as they ought
to have been in eflectively solving the problem of recurrent
floods that have been visiting upon our country repeatedly for
so many years. Irom my personal experience, Sir, I find that
in those places on the northern side of the Brahmaputra where
the rainfall is heavy, there the embankments are found to be
successful and floods do not create much damage. Speaking
about my own subdivision, North Lakhimpur, Sir, I can say
that therc the embankments have been working very well. But
in those places where the rain-fall is much less, there the
embankments have not been working as they are expected
to do. Becausc usually the water and silt brought by the rivers
cannot cross over these cmbankments, and that is why in
such places with lesser rainfall the embankments failed to work
up to expectations, but on the contrary adversly effected

the places making 111c11_1 dry. In such places sluice gate and
openings, are the remedies.

As regards the food situation, Sir, during last year we were
very much perturbed by the acute food situation that prevailed
in the State. This year also although we are not entirely free
from our misapprehensions, we ave glad to be able to know that
our Government has been taking effective steps well ahead of
time to meet any emergency that may arise in the country
as a result of scarcity of food. We are glad to observe that
they are making suitable arrangements in different places to
build up adequate reserve of food-stuff by setting in motion
their procurement machinery well in time. This shows how

conscious is our Government to meet the food situation in
our country.

Sir, regarding the Second Five-Year Plan, the Governor
has rightly stated that we are in some difficulty regarding imple-
mentation of the Plan. So far as the production side of IZche-
Plan is concerned, I feel, Sir, it does not seem to be as satis-
factory as it ought to be. The measures taken by the Agricul-
tural Department for production of food are not adcg lTa.te‘
Because in the different fields of its activities, we have bqt' d
its performances with a little too much of apprehensig o sIerve
this, Sir, because we have seen that had thig e n. bsaY
not at all there, food production in oy counlz*r o
have at all suflered, it would have been all thly wouldTIIllqt
apprehension may be true or may ngp pg o Samﬁf-t thl}z
apprehension is there in the minds of man Stfj 3 uuch 4
feeling in the minds of the people doeg not do };n 9 .?;;t sto the
department concerned, &
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Regarding NEFA and the Naga Hills, as many of my
previous speakers have dwelt upon the subjects fairly elaborate-
ly. Tdo not propose to go over them once again.

Regarding the administrative machincry of our State, Sir,
in my opinion, it is top-heavy and its efficiency is far from our
expectation till now. Because in certain departments we have
seen departmentalism seems to reign supreme over any consi-
deration of public good. Sir, now is the high time for the
Government to set its machinery on the gear for production of
more food. Even though it is the recognized policy of the
Government, example is not rare to show how the Department
of Revenue tries to create difficulties in certain venture of food
production by the Agricultural Department. In the last year
Sir, the Agricultural Department of our Government contem-
plated to start certain farms. But full one year has elapsed,
the Revenue Department has not yet been able to make availa-
ble the required plot of land. This is an example how depart-

mentalism become succesful in thwarting the very good purpose
of the Government

Then regarding the Community Projects and the N, E. S.
Blocks, they are quite considerable in number in our State,
We are sorry to observe that the benefit from these projects does
not commensurate with the expectations of the country. Sir, I
had the occasion to see certain such N.E.S. Blocks in certain
other States and T am sorry to observe that in comparision with

these Blocks, our N.E.S. Blocks and Community projects stand
mnch below the par.

o s ¢garding the Hydal Project at Umtru, we all know, Sir,
beiti 13 respect of utilisation of electric powers, our State is far
n

the other sister States. Our Umtru Hydro-Electric Pro-
s lrlinuch smaller, and yet it is the only one such project we
numberom‘ State, It caters to the needs only to a limited
Ourselvéso hpeople of our State. ' In other States, we have seen
fied. ’t OW even th_e small villages are kept beautifully electri-
hiatiz ,an rfrefgre, think that our quernrpe11t should try to
view to pmdtl“aln up a number of rivers in our State with a
is PGl 5F 1_iveuce hycl-ro—c-lectrlc powers.  Fortunately our State

Ts, and if this bounty of nature can be utilised for

the benefit of oUe k ” :
R pPoor people, our Government will be doing a
duty which they will gratefully remember.

lilegagc_{mg the Tndustrial Policy of our Government I have
SOUTIE D It seems ony Government is professing one thing
and in the same breath they are doing something quite contrary

Ject is
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to their profession. They want big industries, they also want

cottage industries and small-scale industries also to thrive and

grow at one and the same time. In this connection I would

like to say one thing. A wolf and a lamb cannot be caged in
the same cage. When we encourage rice mill we caniot
encourage hand pounding. What I want to emphasise is that
while we want to encourage the hand pounding industry and
our original Dheki system we should not at the same time
encourage rice mill, because where there is a rice mill the hand
pounding industry or Dheki system cannot thrive. Now-a-days
the Central Government has discouraged giving license to start
new rice mill. But in place of rice mill another menace -has
sprung up and thatis called rice hauler. If one such rice
hauler happens to be started in one village then all the hand-
pounding industry and Dheki will disappear from that village
within a month or two. We should introduce big industries
in such places and in such matters where they cannor affect the
cottage mdustries or small scale industries and in that way only
we can industrialise our country,

Regarding other matters referred to in the Governor’s
Address I have nothing more to say, But I want to say one
thing and it is regarding the closure of uneconomic and mis-
managed tea gardens. Along with this I want to bring to the
notice of the House that after the Chagla Commission’s Report
some Mundhra-owned tea gardens in Assam are also facing the
same situation and the labourers and other workers of those
uneconomic gardens are about to face a problem of unemploy-

ment, I, therefore, draw the attention of the Government to
see so that those workers are not driven into wilderness.

Regarding the political sufferers I am happy to note that
the Government has now intended to give more relief to the
political sufferers of our State. I think there are many political
suflerers who are not in the limelight and who are ngtp known
to authorities. They also deserve help from the Government

There is another important g

place in the Governor’s Address g
of our State. The Revenue D and this is about land problem

epart : : :
land problem of our State is ngt m?«ﬁn‘{vh;gtl. c}eags _‘l”.lth Tﬂl:i:
land problem is also another vital proble n% h_lshac_ orily. 2
with food productl_on in our State, i Somew 11(:‘_ 1sf connesciat;e
the land problem is between the landlopds 4 g a}({es o) ourt [ate
in some other places it is between ng the tenanEed

g € ltiva=
" Upper A Dt o, B

ubject which did not find
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the Mandals are the main authorities as far as this problem is
concerned. In the temporarily settled areas where only annual
patta is given, the poor cultivators are exploited by those officers
to a very great extent and thus they are harassed like anything.

I think Government will take proper steps to correct this
practice,

Now T come to the question of settlement of land, In many
places of our State we have seen that grazing and forest reserves
are forcibly occupied by many people specially by those who
have more land and their disposal and who are” rich. In those
areas ‘the might is right” and those who have 1o power or
money do not get any land in the reserves. The powerful and
rich people ordinarily influence the officers and Mandals and
thus take prossession” of land. There is Government order for
eviction of people from grazing and forest reserves. But is
eviction effected at all? For the last 12 or 13 years I have seen
eviction is going on year by year, but that is all for show.
Because officers go there for eviction with elephants and through
clephants some houses are demolished., But that demolition is
not true.  Only some thatch from the roof is removed and then
they come back 1o report that eviction has been effected. After-
wards those roofs of the houses are repaired in no time and
thus the people remain there for long years,

Mr. SPEAKER -

This matter can be discussed in details
when the D

emand comes before the House,

Shri MOHANANDA BOEA (North Lakhimpur):
Very well, Sir, Another matter I want to refer to is about the
policy of ‘the Government regarding tribal and backward areas,
L our State there are many backward, tribal and Scheduled
lsﬁople- The present policy of the Government concerning
reese dP.eople 3 not very eflective. The present policy in this
angc?li: Is rather Creating some vested interests in those people
v wlfic‘;lnable to raise the ordinary mass people to a standard
baCkwardwe want them to be raised. _Regarding the tribal and
be e fpeoble we have seen that in our State there will
of Asgmewbpeople excepting them. Of the 92 lakhs people
tribal afda out 40 to 50 lakhs will be the backward, the
X ;Chedule castes people. Some of th]fm arel S0
o 50 meglected that they do mnot know what
beneﬁtl Go,l‘iernment isg conferring on th};m. I want to cite one
! he. Nole area lying east of Bharali and north of the
Brahmélpu?ra S Inhabited by almost 60 per cent. of backward
and tribal people, he population of the whole area is more
Qb RN | R
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or less 7 lakhs and of these 7 lakhs about 4 or 5
lakhs are tribal, scheduled caste, and other back-ward
people. ~ These people have been left backward from
during the Ahom rule. Even now this area has been left so
backward that the people are not getting the benefit which
they should have got. This I sayin order to ventilate the
grievances of the people regarding Government policy, (The
bell rang).

With these few words I support the motion,

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY moved by my
Friend from Kamalpur [North Lakhimpur (Reser-
ved for Scheduled Tribes): wiwFla Gy Teetew, AT staTedta
TAFAT AfSS T @235 TCAbT 4 a%s e TE SiE oF Ffaca
A AR T AT oA gArS @ETAE ToRivaT gl GaiZeEl |

deyAls sceineg afssiads, bR Mifs a=1tF, wiavm s/,
ST A3 Wi wimm Atz 1 few o A fEl FU9 gEaet
20y T 7% Sl Fit Temd cotdte w4l T, 9y ordts pIFIEIT
qifs IS FaaSt @l Atz iy T sd9dans MR TS,
cFLalt 4F1 T Coltg |- @ (FTAld A% 9T wem bRy e coTEiE T
atey I W w@ifs @fy 7 B awiw wia qts) @sfRElE cegald
af'Satga facta 651 pawita T ol e | 3B% *IP1TS e wea ofE witfom
af@ate 6% 15 wrag sfa wicg | IGTT *Nog Ryt wiwed it 9999
feABer T Ffare 13 fepiea 1ze wfwbi aifp ety Deputy Commis-
sioner, Assistant Deputy Commissioner, Secretary, Assistant
Secretary 2eilfr, e o w7 10 G wfa terg 3 w9 it |
a2 A=ACE eIl ceiven @ow St I AR Fiscas e A EEyIDS
gifs TtF  stwdcicss Rfvalie N wmawm sfag mdis o2 @re Stz
czty, fF8 93 wisfafFRaiw sty 4@ @ kg /s qm Crl TS |
FIZte1 6 NS Fiaata 2t 7=4F Rala sa=1dt sieeatg eH T ErEIlg
cTAT AT oot Bwizadt gt FIEeaw ga-gldis A freestudent shi
frata w0 Aty fow 9 @8@ERT T4 i e MR 9 Ay
AT _WiF 3T wfeg fFe T @ FEwa b ot ona T2 e
prREafarse ot At @b 1[92 % w0 apg g PEEaea
GCARN FTIS DATICA R IO ATGI I AR Bivrwem Tt}
qigTdtag Stadts  qre @%ﬁ*f qrz | A5 i
RACS AT piFqluETTAa AT slFdg o 3
cA%H cAfm T2 1 fSfv sifa g7 il 9@ ot Bwsﬁgyaa%ﬁﬂ? z,gg
A% cTAIg q2iy Wity 1 @AIT  BIFIRE ey o ——
@8ENTT 7T BT Afzan SfFwaR M Afyg g fiffate. 7o )
piFatata Aty (8cElcF A9 TCE 74T Aty | i

AT (T35S 9staq a1 A8 T AT Gaq R Rraretaces o

2CEIFA AT ARATAT AKS AT BI *1Rpty gy 9 T
2 < [\ £ Sl
fa=ite® b1 #1261 95 fag cataifaca  (98taley Toe a; E.%.q =7 dtat
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frzaEtm w (@ e efts atEsldr el ofes utg | 93 fFaEs bl
Sfbe 19371 T=CA BaFiF femea ofF difss «ifag 4.fa =t =fag tatfa

ATRFAT AT A7 9% FAUT Trad FEA ATH) @ FHEAD AE
cA I = AT 7 975 Gies av&@ 97 sife ia cdfsa i a2 <f@
fedidr =farg 12 T 1793 477 MEtdwE EzE T4 alEdEs st
CFICM 2f%S cAtdl ol 94 @3 A EfrEtE A wwd wifae PESHE
FAwfawg | ithE Wi wifsgias = Agife—s ff7 @@t a%we
MBCAZ 2[4 7701 | wifes 42 47 et (s pa=199 wawd A4 9fas
P17 BeAtr wifgat atw atm wifats wisdoz @ sfeng =i Bam ate =icd
Alt4d 51 496 79 4f30m | W% F Algidlam Siuds Trad F@ tIis | B9
UFE 96 FfarAz azs—g L9 ifens awas 4fs Ffwmia fisr BAain
e Aot wfar aifia 1 cita A=a€r 3w s 90w v sleTar
CFIAIT wea 2[490T cdfonws dfsq =tard s=zia @i @i gl o9m =k

fre =1 <t Foa pawitg @2 wfs zwatgwa T7EEeE 9fs gl
Tioeca FFTFal Fl@7 |

94TF ATz, AteettEg stwds Hill Tribes-a Fiace facdats Auto-
nomous District f3miza wFiard Advisory Council #1557 a1 3AE
Trad T4 AT T9 sfF ABtm 1 7w oqEes BiEeAE wEm FEed corw
FAAF AFAMB w47 FN 1w et Hills Tribal 75#= tacaes =g
Plains Tribal aFata1 cormes @itz | @2 ¢F@s GUF At IONT 29 e
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@F TF97 e aferasiFas eifEiwa Ao 9iF TR F99 49 Boanfy
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Advisory Council 4571 Fatg ayaz 47 |
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atew tghﬁ‘ G T%497 Atafaca
Rese‘rver(li = GOPESH NAMASUDRA (Patlfarakandi,
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B Tomes jTT’T‘r T ATAlTT TESM @ AT BT gy
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=EET TR wify 9y q@d; 940 |
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et g S AfEER | aE siea  oeeonAs Wi el o
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Half an hour discussion under Assembly Rule 49 on
matter arising out of Ustarred Question No.24 asked
by Shri Kamala Prasad Agarwala on 1st March, 1958
on Boai: Accident on Zia-Bhoroli River
on 7th October, 1957.

- Mr. SPEAKER : Now, we will have half an hour discus-
sion on the notice given by Shri Biswadev Sarma on matters
arising out of answers to Unstarred Question No.24,  Before we
start discussion on this subject 1 would like to read out relevant
Rule for the benefit of hon. Members. Rule 49(5) says—

““There shall be no formal motion before the House nor
voting. The member who has given notice may make a short
statement and the Minister concerned shall reply shortly. Any
member who has previously intimated to the Speaker may be
permitted to ask a question for the purpose of elucidating any
matter of fact :

Provided that if the member who has given notice is absent
the other member who has supported the notice may, with the
permission of the Speaker, initiate the discussion”,

Now, Mr. Sarma may speak for 15 minutes and the Hon’ble
Minister will take another 15 minutes to reply.  Or, better still,
if Mr, Sarma can finish his statement in 10 minutes, the Minister
concerned will reply in 10 minutes and 5 minutes may be al-
lotted for elucidating more clarification and 5 minutes for reply
thereof, But no Member other than the sponsor of this notice
will be allowed to speak and none but he is entitled to ask for

further clarification of facts under this Rule.

. Shri BISWADEB SARMA (Balipara): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, before I make my observation I would like to point out
how the Department gaye answer to question regard the Jia
Bhor‘z:h Boat Disaster on question No. (19 (c). The question
?{fﬁe I;-IOW many passengers werc on boat the marboat at the
s t(ilethe disaster ?*” The reply given by the Government was
mately nllglmber of passengers were between QO_to 70 approxi-
marboat Ca‘;t. from ™ the findings of the judicial enquiry the
i ried about 100 passengers. Lherefore, the reply

. °Ver(l)nvment was incorrect. Then again, Sir, taa reply

Ny 2 crnment to (d) of the same Unstarred Question
;ﬁ;si’deﬁto -tooliut It he findings (gf )the judicial enquiry was that the
# i A5t blace because of the fixing of landing stage too
Her ] ph 5 and that was one of the causes of the accident,
Here a’so the reply given by Goyrenment was not correct. At

! 1y
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page 4 of the Judicial Enquiry, it is reported that if the engine
would not have failed there would be the least chance of acci-
dent. Again to question (¢) of the same Unstarred Question, as
to whether it was a fact that there was unprecedent high current
and water level was highest on the day of the accident,
the answer given by Government was, “No’’. But the reply
given by Government to (@) of the same Unstarred Question
was that “Bordekarai which meets Jiabhorali upstream of
the place of accident was in high floods and the current
became furious where the accident took place.” ‘So, Sir, the
I‘Cply giVCI'l b\ (_;T)\'Cl'l]lllelll'ttl unSli()n ((’) was Contradictory to
the reply given to question (2). Then Sir, in reply to the ques-
tion of Shri Hareswar Goswami as to whether any compensation
has been paid to the families of the victims of that boat disaster,

“the reply given was “No compensation has been paid to the

families of those persons who were either dead or who under-
went injury but the matter is under correspondence with the
Government and the local officials and we hope to be able to-
complete within say another six weeks or so and it is hoped that
Government will be able to place a statement on the table of
the House before the end of the Session.”>  Sir, in this connec-
tion, I would like to inform the House that the accident took
place on 7th October, 1957 and to-day is 8th March, 1958. Sir,
after such a long time if Government cannot finalise the matter
it is really very strange, specially when 25 persons lost their
lives and Government cannot make up their mind to pay com-
pensation to the families of the victims, it is really very regret-
able. Again, Sir, at pPage 10 of the Assembly proceedings of 1st
March, 1958 to a question put by the Speaker, as to what was
the specific capacity of this particular boat? The reply given
was: “I do not find it in the record. >’ But, Sir, in judicial
enquiry noted at page 1 the following sentences is there, “The
carrying load was over 6 (six)
tons.” That would have been the reply instead of replying that
the capacity of the boat was not foung in the record. Again
Sir, to a question by Shri Mahikanta Dag as to whether any life

saving device has been provided afier the accident? The reply
was given was, “Yes.

But when I said that I did not fing an.
device on the Ghat when I crossed
February, the reply given was that the Government accepted the
observation and that an enquiry intq the matter would be cau-
sed. Sir, it has become very difficult to fix the - resporsibiki
whether the negligence rests on the lessee or the Gover%ment, but

y such life saving
that river on the 2Ist
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the findings of the judicial enquiry at page 4, item 6 is that
failure of engine is the responsibility of the Pub}m Works Depart-
ment, and in item 7 of the report it is said, ““Construction of the
spurs is the responsibility of the Embankment and Drainage
branch of the Public Works Department and in item 8 of the
report itis said that “If the engine would not have failed or if
there were no spurs, there would be the least chance of the acci-
dent.” So, Sir, I say that both these departments are responsible
for this unfortunate accident. Again, Sir, in item L1 of the
report it is said, It is was an error of judgment on the part of
unlicensed boatmen engaged by the lessee’” It is not understood
how the lessee could engage unlicensed boatmen, the Public
Works Department ought to have seen all these things. It seems,
Sir, that the whole thing has been ncglcc.tcd zu‘ld,'thcrcforc, I
request the Government to take a serious view of 'tlus as because
for this negligence 25 persons lost their lives. Sir, there was a
similar accident at Gaubhati. Government will do well if this
.matter is taken into serious consideration, because lives of our
people are more previous than the whims of our officers. There
is something wrong some where which sl_lould b(_: remedied as
early as possible. Even in a matter of this magnitude Govern-
ment is not serious. Sir, I do not care what wiil happen there
in future. I would therefore strongly urge upon the Government
to take serious view of this matter.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, P.W.D.): Sir,
the hon. Member has pointed out certain defects in our replies.
I will try to meet them, but before going into the details, T may
€Xpress our regret on the part of our Government for this unfor-
tunate accident. The fault may be of any body but the fact
%s that_a large number of persons lost their lives in  this disaster,
t?‘ll;a which we can now only express our regret and I can assure
e ouse that our senior officers of the departments have also
thil:s). dised their profound regret for those who lost their lives in
nginzzster. During the last 29 years of service, the Chief
o r:?af;md other officers had never come across such an
e € ?Ccltlent and they are all very sorry for it. S,n" it
udictal enP%l_ntcd by' the Senior Magistratc m-cha%‘ge of the
ihera W(areqnéry that if the engine would not have failed and if
submit, Siy ﬂipms, this accident _w0uld not have occurred. 1
spurs being: Sonf‘t fiven without failure of cngine and without
being drowned aermlere on the bank of a river, we hear of boats
may ay that the madli;)wned fatally. 1In this particular case 1
sther Chalia 8 rboats of the same type are belﬁng used in
» and the finding of the judicial enquiry also was
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that there was no defect in the construction, but the engine
failed and the evidence before the Magistrate was that the
failure of the engine was due to splashing and entry of water
from waves below. It is a fact that there was no proper device
for checking the walter to enter into certain parts of the engine.

I submit, Sir, the boatmen or the passengers even did not,
by any imagination, foresee this. One point the hon.Member
sought to make is about the position of the Ghat. There also
I committed a slight error.  In my reply I said that the Ghat
was between spur Nos.l-and 2.

Mr. SPEAKER: As regards velocity, the Hon’ble Minis-
ter may refer to his replies to the Unstarred Question of the Ist

March in this connection., In the reply he said, ‘No’.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister P W.D.): The
current was there, Sir, I admit, but I am not too sure whether
this reply was drafted belore we got the report of the Judicial
Enquiry and the figures of the Central Public Works Department
was available. As a matter of fact, Sir, I got the report of
Judicial Enquiry on that very day. I also admit that I com-
mitted a slight error in replying to the question of Sri Agarwala,
when I acquesced, perbaps, that the Ghat was between spur
Nos.l and 2. I am just reading a portion of the report here
which says. ““The ferry boats due to be anchored at the Ghat
(landing stage) only 68 feet up current of spur No.1, When the
engine failed, the boat could not be controlled. Tt dashed
against the nose of spur No. 27,

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): The Minister said
that the Ghat was not between Spur Nos.l and 2. I can
challenge the Government on that point,

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : With yourleave I may
read thc connected portion of the report, Sir, which
says, “The boat being drifted by the strong current
at enormous velocity of about 15 feet per second dashed with
full load of passengers and a motor car on her against spur No.2
only 660 fect below spur No.1 at a distance of about 68 feet from
the bank and 32 fect inside the outer nose of spur No.2 and sank”
The sketch map which given the line of the route as well as
the spurs clearly indicates that the landing Ghat on that date
was 68 feet upstream of spur No.l and the distance between
spur No. 1 and 2 was 660" and the boat found dashing against
spur 2.,
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Now, in_respect of the matter of compensation, Sir, after
the Judicial Enquiry Report was received the Public \f\'orka‘D‘e-
partment communicated to the Chiefl S\ccrctary‘ and the Chief
Secretary has communicated to the Deputy C‘ommism_oner to
ascertain the position the compensation and the matter is recei-
ving urgent attention of the Government.

Again, my Friend has found fault with me [for saying thqt
the exact tonnage of the hoat isnot known. The white mark is
there on the boat. 1t is said, the capacity is over 6 tons. I
think, Sir, if I was wrong, I was wrong to try to be a little
precise, Sir, over 6 tons may mean anything.

" Shri BISWADEB SARMA (Balipara): The reply was that

there is no record to show what was the carrying capacity.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH ( Minister, P. W. D,):
It did not clearly show the carrying capacity of the bpat. I
think it is over 6 tons ; and this may mean anyting. I
was trying to be precise by pointing out the white mark
say that if the white mark is sub-merged it couldfbe understood
that the boat has becn overloaded. On that date it was there
or not I do not know. Tt is very difficult for me to say ;
unfortunately I went to that side about 4 years back.

‘Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have never crossed that river n
my life  (laughter).

S_ht‘i DEBESWAR SARMAH: Now, with regard to the
Juestion  of provision of safety devices, I may inform the

efill}se that the Government are trying to have such
ﬁ?tulfement SO0 that we may avoid such disaster in

engines gcma} add that not only these land motor ‘vchicle
the best og‘asmn-ally fail, bu_t other engines also fail, even
in peak COHC?_I:_glnes may fail occasionally, even a new car
engine may falillon may go out of order its hydroulic brake or
vehicle engip e We can only regret for it. As the land motor
for 9 marine CI‘;‘EC Not very suitable we have alrez}dy ordc_ared
We are arrangi%llr-les to substitute land motor vehicle engines,
engines which \Ellto build suitable mar boats to fit th_ese

i € of 50 to 90 horse power capacity,

wFir
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Moreover with a view to fit these engines these mar boats are
going to be built under specifications different from persent
ones. As a matter of fact, Sir, the specifications have been
finalised and the construction of the mar-boats has just
begun.

The propelling units  of these Diesel Engines are being
assembled at Gauhati.  The other day I committed a small
error which I must confess here when I stated that there
were two life  buoys in the Jia Bharali Mar Boat, 1 confused
Jia Bharali Marboat with Bhahmaputra Ferry.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question was whether there was
any life buoys in the Jia Bharali Mar boat.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister P. W.D.): I said
presumably there were two life buoys. But now on enquiry [
gathered that excepting the Brahmaputra Ferry, no life-buoys
are provided in other ferry mar-boats, These, arc being rushed
to Jia Bharali.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipaxa):
to-day ?
Shri DEVESWAR SARMAH : Perhaps a few

before.

Yesterday or

days

Mr. SPEAKER : The question was whether life savine
device has bCC“f provided after the accident. The rcpl;
was, “Yes, Sir’’. Then he went on to say that recently when
he was crossing that river on the 21st February, he did not
find any such thing. 'T'hen the reply was, “I accept this sug-
gestion, Sir, I shall cause an enquiry to me made.”

Shri DEVESWAR SARMAH - Yes, Sir
what I meant. These were being ,
to Jia Bharali. I cannot give the a
this has been done, but as [ said, this
a few days ago.

that was
procured and rushed
ctual date on which
must have been done

Arrangements have been made
with the existing mar-boats as stand-
engine failure in the mid-stream. At

to  fit out-board motors
by for use in case of any
any rate, in case of any
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such eventuality, these out-board motors will be able to propel
the boats to the Ghat, (0o a place of safety. Meanwhile,
we have set up a small technical committec of three persons
consisting of the Chief Engineer, a Marine Engincer, Mr. Baner-
jee who is the Chief Ship Surveyor and Mr. Bazaz and cmplo-
yee of the Assam Government, who is also an engineer.
They will not only advise what action is necessary to avert
such engine troubles in future but they will also be able to
examine the whole position affecting these mar-boats. Govern-
ment will implement the direction or instructions or advice
that they can give us in this matier. Because without some
expert body examining the whole position, it is quite difficult
on the part of the Government to take any further action on
the matter.

And lastly, Sir, when splashing of water is unavoidable
and we cannot replace all these engines for some time and it
is also difficult to get marine engines and life buoys and as
these equipment are not readily available at the present mome-
nt, we arep utting a piece of plain-sheet just under the engine.
so that splashing of water may not occur. These are all the
steps and safety devices that Government have been so [ar
able to take and if any hon. Member would be pleascd to give
any further suggestions calculating to ensure further safety of
these mar-boats, we will only be too glad to “accept their sug-
gestions for consideration.

Shri BISWADEV SARMAH (Balipara): May I know, Sir,
wha:t steps Government propose to take on the finding of the
Judicial Enquiry Report ? Because in the report it has been
stated that unlicensed boatmen and the failure of the Public
Works Department to keep the engine in perfect order were the
two causes responsible for the disaster. Do Government propose
to construct the spurs to ensure protection against flood ?

Regobri DEVESWAR SARMAH (Minister, P. W. D.):
in goo dlrt:g the failure, the Government can keep the engines
othgcr o g:;dl_t}on. More than that it is not possible to take any
people Sumaruﬁlmnery measures. As regards the spurs if the
the duty of tﬁcu%to any erosion or floods, I think it will be
overnment to construct these spurs.

Coming to .
5 kol gbogt the question of the unlicensed boat-men, so far
Guls e ma:r_l lave mnot to have any license usually
¥ 8INe drivers haye got to take license,

.
s
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Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara) : 1 mean the
engine driver.

Shri DABESWAR SARMAH (Mnister, P. W. D.)z Steps
are being taken to sec that no unlicensed driver ever under-
take driving of any boat engines.

(At this stage Shri Mohananda Bora rose to speak.)

I\_/Ir. SPEAKER : Hon. Member is not entitled to. take
part 1 HIC (le;lh‘ as ].'l(‘ ‘!‘.I!H not L"i'\"{‘ll anv pl-e\rious notice.

Adjournment

The Assemibly was then adjourned till 10 A. M. on Mon-
day, the 10th March, 1958. ‘

Shillong. R. N. BARUA,
the 19th December, Secretary,
1958. Legislative Assembly, Assam.

A. G. P. (L.A.) Nn.278:586—275—~24-12-1958,
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