


Proceedings of the Eighth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the Second General Election

under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10 a. m. on
Thursday, the 3rd March, 1960.

PRESENT

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury, B. L, Speaker, in the chair eight
Ministers, four Deputy Ministers and seveuty-two Members,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)

<

Regarding promotion of Shri Girindra Kumar Bhat¢a.

charya of Supply Department
Shri PHANI BORA (Nowgong) asked :

*3, Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased to

\ SEAP-

(@) Whether one Shri Girindra Kumar Bhattachar a

entered service in the Sup.ply (Accounts Office
by suppressing his educational qualification) ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that he is not even Matricu-
late ?

¢)  Whether it is a fact that the last Deputy Director
of Supply (Accounts) recommended his promo-

tion to the post of Accountant although none

of his predeccssors recommended the same ?
(d) Whether it is a fact that he took

very acti
since 1951 in finalising the accoun};s of ‘c;ifgr?g:
Agencies ?

(¢) Whether Government
conttent prevails in S
to his promotion ?

arc aware that great dis-
upply Accounts Office due

3 M. MOINUL H

upply) replied:

e )2: (a)—No.
(b)—Yes.

AQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,




QUESTIONS [3rd March,

(c)—The last Deputy Director, Supply Accounts re-
commended him for promotion in 1935. It is not a fact that
none of his predecessors recommended him for promotion. In
fact he got promotions in 1948 and 1951.

(d)—The question is not understood. He is dealing
in defunct agency matters since 1951 and doing his part of the
job as distributed by his superior Officers.

(e)—No.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Number of Forests Reserve of Sibsagar Subdivision

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri)

asked :
3. Will the Minister, Forests bc pleased to state—

(a) The number and names of each Forests Reserve of
Sibsagar Subdivision ?

(b) The total acreage of each Forests Reserve ?

(¢) The Total acreage dereserved from ecach Forest
Reserve in Sibsagar Subdivision since 1949 ?

(d) The total acres of Io{vulyilqg portion of each
Reserve ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Forests) replied :

3. (“)"—:Th(j:re are altogether seven Reserve Forests 1n
gibsagar Subdivision, viz.—

1. Deroi Reserved Forests.
2. Geleki Reserved Forests.
3. Panidehing Reserved Forests.

4 Abhoypur Reserved Forests.

.
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Reserved Forest is as follows.—

I N I

QUESTIONS 3

Sola Reserved Forests,

. Sapekhati Reserved Forests.

. Dili Reserved TForests.

(b)—Area of each Reserve Forests is as follows —

Acres
Deroi Rescrved Forests 11,940
Geleki Reserved Forests 14,640
Panidehing Reserved Forests 10,586-75
Abhoypur Reserved Forests 16,637
Sola Rescrved Forest 1,688
Sapekhati Reserved Forests 1,840

. Dili Reserved Forests 7,488:32

(¢)—165°25 acres from Panidching Reserve.

(d)—The total acreage of low-lying area in each

Panidching Reserve Forest 1,000
Deroi Reserve Forest ) 400
Sepekhati Reserve Forest 138
Abhoypur Reserve Forest 133
Geleki Reserve Forest Nil
Sola Reserve Forest Nii

. Dili Reserve Forest Nii
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Assessment of Land Revenue in Mangaldai and
Kharupatia

Md. MATLEBUDDIN (Dalgaon) asked:
4, Will the Revenue Minister be pleased to state—

(2) When the assessment of Land Revenue of Mangal-
dai and Kharupatia towns was made ?

. - . 2
(b) On what basis thesc assessment were made :

(¢) Whether there are any specilic rules i“olllowing
which the assessments have been made !

(d) Whether itis a fact that the Land Revenue of
Kharupatia is the highest in comparison _mtl;
the other towns in the Mangaldai Subdivision :

(¢) If so, why ?
Shri HARESWAR DAS (Revenue Minister) replied :

4, (a)—1. Mangaldai 1932
2. Kharupatia .. 1955

(b)—1. The last resettlement of Mangaldai town was
made under the town settlement rules current at the time,
on the basis of the annual value of the land in case of trade
and residential site and on soil unit system for agricultural
land, and (2) Resettlement of Kharupatia Town has been
made in the year 1955 under the provisions of sections 14 to
21 of the Assam Land Revenue Reassessment Act, 1936 in
Chapter III of the Act (Reassessment of town lands)-

(¢)—Yes.
(d)—Yes.

(¢)—The letting and selling value of land on which

the assessment is _based is hi i ia than in the
; _bhigher in Kharupatia than
other towns of the Subdivision which were assessed in 1955.

The towns which were assessed i i
n 1930-32 (Pre-war period)
cannot be compared with thig town as during that period

letting and selling values of the land of those towns were
comparatively low,

./2&.4
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1960) QUESTIONS 5
Rat menace in villages of Upper Assam

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri)
asked :

5. Will the Minister, Agriculiure be pleased to state—

(@) Whether Government 1s aware that rat menace is
prevalent in almost every village of Upper Assam ?

(b) What steps Government is taking to kill the rats ?
M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture) replied :
5. (a) No.
(b) Poison for rat killing is stored with all the field staft
of Agriculture iepartment.
Total area of Assam State
Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH asked:
6. Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state—
(@) The total area of Assam State at present ?
(b) The total paddy cultivable area ?
(¢) The totai paddy planted area ?
M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Asri-
culture) replied: 2ae

6. (a)—The total area after excludi 1 -
Naga Hills is 45,767 square miles. ing N-E.F. A., and

4 1 3
(0)—Information not available as no survey has
been made.

(6)—During 1958-59 about 43,36,200 ac ‘
under different kinds of paddy. ACLCSyy ens grown



6 QUESTIONS [3rd March,
Growing of Tapioca in Assam Soil

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS [North Salmara (Reserved for
Scheduled Castes)] asked :

7. Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state—
(a¢) Whether Tapioca can be grown in Assam Soil sm:qcssfully ?
(b) Whether any attempt has been made to grow .l}n:; z{rlu:lc qf
food in our State and if so, in which arcas ol the State this
is grown ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture)
replied:
7. (a)—Yes. i :
(b)—Yes. At present it is grown in Goalpara, I\:u-nn.ap_. _l?mmngzl,
United Mikir and North Cachar Hills, United Khasi and Jaintia Hills an
Mizo Districts of the State.

Report of the Business Advisory

Speaker’s presentati f the
P P g session of the Assembly

Committee for the current

Mr. SPEAKER : Under rule 280 of the Rules of Procedure and

Conduct of Business in the Assam Legislative Assembly, I beg to FEpOLt 0

the House that the Business Advisory Comuuttce held two f_il(ltrl(;‘g-" onec on

the 16th February, 1960 and the other on the 27th February, 1960. i
At the fist sitting of the Committee held on the 16th February, a rous

E R 1960 was chalked out as notices

y 2
tline of the Programme upto 1st April, : R
3}1 full business frogm all the Government Departments were not forthcoming

: : i : 1ch hon.
) copv of that rough outline was already circulated to cac A
tl\l}lzlxl'nbeﬁ I%ythc meantimgc requests were rcccwc'd from some of thcd Muslllhn;
Members of the House that their Id-Ul-Fitr festival which clcpcnhs OII;] ¥
rising of the moon being likely to fall on the 29th March, there Sb?u ae
a small adjournment of the Session, sO that the Muslim Mem H‘S, n;l y
celebrate the function along with their family members at their respe CerG
homes. With this background, the Cpmmlttce held its scgond sitting on
the 27th February, 1960 when the full list of Government Business received
from the Departments were placed before it. -

The Committee after considering the full facts decided that after
conclusion of the sitting of the House on the 26th March, 1960 when the
Budget, the Appropriation and the Finance Bill: would be passcd,' the
Session should adjourn till the 1st April 1960. After resumption of the
Session on the Second April, it may continue till the 1lth April, 1960. A
copy of the detailed Programrae has been placed on each hon. Member’s
table which I need not recapitulate here as the full course of business for
the current Session and the days allotted for transacting the different
classes of business will be seen therefrom.

Debate on the Governor’s Address

*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, this time the Governor’s Address was rather dull and insipid. Itis
pound to be so because the Address itself left us where we were. The
Address has failed to give us the prosperous, happy and United Assam.
The Governor’s Address is not just a ceremonial affair. Constitutiorally

5 * Specch not corrected,




1960] DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS 1

and conventionally the Governor’s Address is a policy statement of the
Government. In a parliamentary demccratic ferm of Government the
basic policy is chalked out by the major party. Now, here the Congress are
running the administration by virtue of their having w n the election. In
their clection manifesto they obtained the verdict of the pecple that they are
going to develop the country in the best manner possible in accordance
with their election manifesto—that is what Planning means. Now we are
in the fag end of the Second Five Year Plan but up till now we have not
even achieved what we expected from the first Plan. It shows that we have
failed in both these Plans. If we have failed, what steps are going to be
taken to make good the failures ? 'l‘_llc Qm"crnur"s Address is completely
silent about it. In my opinion, it is evident that our Government have
refused to recognise the basic problems of the State. ‘lhe basic problems
of our State and for that matter, of every Sta_tc in the country which is
recling under the yoke of backwardness and ingnorance, is, firstly, land
reforms, intensive and extensive land reforms. Second, development of
transport and communicatiens, and third, development of industries.

Now, what do we find in the Governor’s Address ? It d-id not mention
anything about extensive land reforms measures. The basic idea of land
reforms is to utilise lands to the maximuim capacity possible for the entire
benefit of the people. But what do we ﬁnd in Assam ? If one goes to all
parts of Assam one will find vast areas of unug:;d land, }‘v:\ste lands, unclassed
forest reserves lying waste and unused . Up till now Government have not
bee: able to make even the survey of what area of land can be brought
under cu tivation ; what area of land can be made cultwal;le a’'ter recla-
mation. No survey has been made up till now and with the present
Revenue Department it will take another 50 years to complete the survey
itself. Unless we use the land properly to benefit the people, no advance in
whatever form can be expected.

#Shri HARESWAR DAS (Revenue Minister): For the information
of the hon. Member I can say that a Committee in this connection has
already been constituted and their report is likely to be presented  shortly.

#*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Now, Sir, so far as
land measures which we have already been taken up, it is correct that we
have passed some land laws, for example, Adhiar Protcction and Regulation
Act, but if we ccmpare our land laws with those of other States we can say
that our land laws are more progressive than most other States. But the sorry
part of it is that in most cases these laws and regulations are not imple-
mented. It is true the Adhiar Protection and Regulation Act is in the Statute
Book but it is not implemented. Similarly we have passed a law for abolition
of Zamindaries in 1951, but up till now land has not been given to the

tillers. In most cases of Zamindari areas even the record of rights have not
been completed.

#Shri HARESWAR DAS : !_\gain for the information of the hon.
Member I may say thatin the Zamindary areas no land was wasted by the
Zamindars. All luuds were settled,

#Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR : But they have not been

distributed. In some cases even the forest land has not been formally
handed over to the Forest Department.

*Speech not corrected.



8 DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS [3rd March,

*Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Tic question of

distrib_ution of waste land in the Zamindari arcas does not arise at all as
there is no waste Jand.
*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) : In Government

records there may be no waste land, but il the Minister cares to visit

the Zamindary areas he will surely find enough waste land in Imany areas.

}

*Shri HARESWAR DAS: [ am afraid the hon. Member has not got
a clear idea about the Zamindary areas. The Zamindary arcas comprise
only 15 lakh acres. Even the entire Goalpara district is not Zan indary
el only two-thirds of the district is under Zamindary.
Shri NLMONEY BORTHAKUR: We find that cven now land
laws have not been implemented in all the Zamindary arecas. From 1951-
59, we found that in the district of Cachar the Zamindars were evicting the
peasants. This process continued till 1959. Extensive land reform measurcs
are essential. Unless we make the tillers of the soil owners of the land,
the agriculturists, who form the major part of the population about 85
per cent will have no purchasing power in their hands and their cconomic
.Condlt!fm cannot improve, Therefore, even if we establish industries, the
industries will not get that fillip. Now, if land is given to the tillers,
extensive land reform measures are undertaken and the entire land properly
utilised, that will put in motion a cvele which will give more purchasing
power in the hands of the vast ‘majority of the people, n{lrhd‘f the
agriculturisis, which will in turn give a fllip to the development of industries.
The second important item is the development of transport and com-
munications. Assam is a frontier State and from that angle alone our trans-
port system should be more developed. We have only an old meter gauge
railway link with the rest of India. Formerly in the British days we had
Brahmaputra. For politi-

another link and that was our main artery the
cal reasons after partition this vital link has been almost out O

commission;  Therefore, unless we develop our transport fsystem, this
h up with the other

part of the country cannot be developed and we can catc

States. This question of development of tronsport loomed large before us
when the people .{ Assan demancd a large oil refinery in Assam. That
demand was sought to be resisted by raising the slog an of a product pipe-
line. Now, Sir, we know that the product pipeline is a luxury which can
be afforded only by highly developed countries like America and
some of the European countries, Here we have neither a preduct
pipeline nor a developed transport ani so we did not get 2 major
refinery. We have got only a baby refinery which is a consolation prize in
the competition between Barauni and Assam. So, unless we develop our
transport system no indusiry is going to be established. As my friend Mr.
BI}attacharyya said Assam can specialise only in two aspects, in agriculture,
rsmn-?rgls, anq forest prqducc. We cannot specialise in major industrics.
g 5 . ssam 1is to be built up we should develop our agriculture, minerals
%‘h }g»re_st products, For this_also, development of transport is essential.
c basic purpose of the First-Five Year Plan was extensive land reform
_mgasurf;s,_ irrigation and development of tramsport, so that the basis of
in Lustn’ahsanop can be laid. But during the period of First-Five Year Plan
not a single mile of railway line was laid ; the Public Works Department
was carrying on with only regular routine, maintenance of roads and only
some villages roads were constructed. The major period of the Second-Five

Year Plan is also over, but we have no* done hp' h i g o
less we make up this g,:a no industry ; e It diection. byie

P ustry is going to be developed. For example,

*Speech not corrected.,
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we have enormous forest resouarces. To take one aspect only tea chests
Assam requires 35 lakh tea chests annually.  We can p:oduce about 50 lakhs

tea chests, but we have actually produced only 21 Jakhs. For the rest we

export timber to Bengal. These tea chests are produced and re-exported

to Assam. If we had a developed transport system we could not only

produce the entirc demand of our tea chests but could have also exported

some to the other tea and coffee growing areas of the country. Then, Sir,

here we have got enormous resources for_ pPaper pulp and paper. The

Industries Division of the Planning C?t‘m.mssu‘(_m works out that the total

requirement of paper at the end of the !hu‘d Five Year plan period will be

to the tune of 7 lakh tons, for wlucl.l the installed capacity of the mills should

be nine lakh tons. At the conclusion of .lhc Second Five Year Plan period

the total production of paper in India will be to the tune of 3 lakh tons

only. 1n Assam we have tremendous possibilities in that direction. But

unless we develop our transport we will not be able to take _Advantage of
our raw materials and resources We have the raw materials, we have

people who are prcpz}rcd 1o work Z:H‘id learn and become technicals, The

only difficulty standing in the way is our transport system. Unless Govern-

ment recogoises this fact and takes steps to improve the transport system our

State cannot develop.

So far as communication is c\.mcen?ed, I may point out one fact here.
The hon. Members from the M1z<_3 Hxl!s_i_hstrlct were consistently voicing
their apprehension of a Mautam famine visiting the I..,u.shm Hills, the indica-
tion for which was the flowering of bamboos. The Gowm:pcnt came out with
a report from experts in Dehra Dun that bamboo flo\vermg was a rcgu']ar
feature every 30 or 40 years and th.at there was no cause for apprehension
on that score. But had that warning been heeded.

+M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY  (Minister, Supply): When
tatement made ? .

" hei NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): That was made
in the Budget Session in 1957 and also in 1958.

*M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : 'That is not a fact,

*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR : The Hon’ble Minister ‘may
consult the Assembly proceedings, and he will find out.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The proceedings are cor-
rect hut the reproduction of the hon Member is not correct.

#*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR : ‘They said that this was referred
to Dehra Dun and th_e experts therefore.said this was a common feature and
there was no conuection between flowering of bambvos ard famine. Now,
Government is possﬂ:_oly spending near about 3 crores of rupees for alleviating
the distress in the Mizo Hills. Had only one crorve been spent for develop-
ment of communications in the Mizo Hills District, the crisis could have
been averted to a great extent. Even after spending 3 crores of rupees suffe-
ring and starvation are still there among the Mizo people.  We mneglected
this aspect, viz., the development of road transport. Then,  Sir. unless
we develop our commuaications we cannot link .up the villages and hin-
terland with towns and suburbs. During the harvesting season, paddy sells

*Speech not corrected;
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at four to five rupees in the hinterland whereas in the towns and suburbs
the price is seven to eight rupees. So, unless we develop our communications
we cannot give a fair price to the agriculiurists for their produce in the
hinterland. Unless this gap is made up whatever plan we may take will go
to pieces._ This is the only solid base on which industries can be built. Then
another important factor is the cheap production of power. We have
tremendous possibilities for cheap production of power in our State. Our
State, I think_is the richest State ¢o far as h- del potentialit’es are concerned.
But wc'havc not tapped them. We hear about the Kopili Va'ley Project,
but up till now the investigation of that project has not been completed.
If the Government of India gave a suggesiion to the State Government
to set up a Corporation for the purpose of investigation and if the suggestion
has been taken up in right earnest, a Corporation would have been
established and we can have definite programme for the Ko,.ili 'Vallcy
Project and if the Kopili Valley Project mterialiscs we can clectrify the
whole of Assam including the rural areas. It is by supplying cheap clectric
power that we can develop our cottage industries. Unless we develop
transport and communications and supply cheap electric to the village people
the cottage industries cannot be developed. For example, we have sufficient
stock of bamboos and our village peoplc are experienced in bamboo and canccl:
works. A certain American technician who came recently to Assam Il;ol
that he was prepared to purchase 10 lakbs of bamboo har}d bage: s ?l:r::
afraid we cannot produce this quantity even 1n five years’ tume 'b(c:lcau%nlcss
eople have no machines, they have to do the work by hanc. :
P . PR z 11 in order that they can work with
electric energy is given to the villagers gy 2 be developed
machines, otherwise without this process this industry cannot bec d¢ It of
There are certain vital measures, thesc are land reforms, dt:V'-‘a‘IIUPI"mgt B
cottage industries and production of cheap power and dcvekOP mz by
transport and communications. Unless these factors are taken dp -t
Government we cannot have industiies. By having one paper pige 1R u}: liY
here and one cement factory there we cannot solve our problem. [he whole
country's economy is dependent on diflerent industries and unless we can
have this economy, the State can never progress. In the whole of the
Governor’s we did not find 'any mention of this thing. Of course Some
pright features were there in bis’ Addressand onc of them was the strong
determination of the Government to carry on with State Trading on food-
grains. As far as State Trading is concerned, I quite congm_'ulatc the
Government on this project, but I do not think that the schen.e is as easy
as the Government thinks. They will get opposition from every quarter
including their own ranks. The State Trading will be a failure unless they
have courage and determination to carry out the scheme successfully. I can
cite a few figures: According to the orthodox calculation in the district
there is surplus in every district there has been a stock in the neighbourhood
of about 30 lakhs - maunds of paddy through the Co-operative Marketing
Society and the Apex Marketing Society which went into operation have
been able to purchase to the tune of 11 lakhs maunds. Where bas the rest
gone ? The Minister Supply will please collect the information.

*M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Supply): We
have purchased up to 27th February, 1960 about 13,47,000 maunds of
paddy. _Thercfore, I do not think that they bave done bad if 30 thousand
maunds is the total marketing surplus. Every bit of grain sold to the
_Co-(i)lperatwe Marketing Societies will be sold to the ordinary consumers
in the town.

#Sptech not corrected.
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*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) : So it is found that
less than 50 per cent. Where has rest been gone ? Here we find that there is a
huge stock which is in the hands of the merchants ; they will dictate the price
because they will watch the situation when Government stock is exhausted.
Is not a dangerous thing ? Therefore, this Stat= Trading is not going to be
on easy success the Government think. I am giving the Government a
mild caution that in forming the Co-operative Marketing Societies and
Apex Marketing Societies, the genuine services of the officers should be
considered and no political bias should stand in the way. Therefore,
Goverament sould muster all strength to make the State Trading a success.

Now, Sir, for the implemeatation of all these programmes, viz., land
reforms, road transport and all that, two conditions are necessary. The
first condition is that in this frontier State of ours, we should have peaceful
and good neixhbourly {relations with other States. In the Governor's
Addrc‘ss, it has been n]cllliOI\cd) and I am \-cry- glad,_ that a disputc between
our country and China on the Chinese Border issue is going to be settled and
it is expected that it will be solved pc:l‘ccﬁl‘l)’ by negotiations.  We “are very
happy to learn that the Chinese Premier has acccpl'cd_ the Invitation of our
Prime Minister, and we believe that through negotiations this problem will
be solve 1. It has also been mentioned in the address that the relation with
Pakistan has improved. But no mention about_ the .Naga situa.tion has be=n
made in the address although the hostility 1s going ¢n which, I think,
Government should give prior attention. Even after the transfer of the Naga
land to the Centre we have still to maintain a large force for guarding the
railway line and the entire border. Unless the cost of guarding is reduce.d,
some of our nation building activities will come to a standstill. The entire
burden of dealing with the Naga problem should be shifted to the
Centre, even for guarding the railway lx.ne between thp Naga l‘and and
Assam. Whatever it might be. two things are essential. Oneis a very
efficient and upright administrative machinery. Can we call our afimmisx.
strative machinery cfficient ? (,e1:talnly it is not. It has been discussed
and admitted on all hands that wishes of the people. We cannot expect
this administrative machinery to be responsive to the people unless it is
carried on with fairness and impartiality. Can we say that we have done
like that ? But what we find here, first of all the Government personnel
should be kept satisfied in the matter of issuing an order for any grievance.
Last year we find that Government orders were issued puting the Govern-
ment employees under suspension. We must give the Government
employees a moral standard and this standard should be prescribed for the
officers. I am just giving a few instances. l'ake for instance, the case of
the Director of Health Services. This officer had two extension after the
expiry of his service. But after the two extensions he has been made a
liaison officer and has become subsequently an expert for industrialisation.
Again we find in Jamils Mauza, in Dibrugarh Subdivision in 1957 that
Government have taken a decision to start a Primary Health Centre and for
that purpose medical experts including the Distgict Health Officers, the Civil
Surgeon and one Professor of the Assam Medical College along with the
Director of Health Services visited the area and selected a plot of land and
requisitioned the same and the building was about to be started. But an
objection was made by a Congress lady and two other followers and one of

the followers was connected with opium smuggling. They made a represen-
tation to the Minister. ............

ses

*Speech not corrected.
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*Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati): The
wearer knows where the shoe pinches.

*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Nowgong): After that they said
that they were not going to have that plot of land. They  suggested
another plot of land which is an a’ andoned cremation ground. But up till
now, no decision: has been taken by Government on this issue. My
suggestion 18 let the people themselves decide, let the plebescite of the
people decide it. I know in this case, there is a letter from the Ministry of
Health to the .Civil Surgeon to allot a plot of land in consultation with the
Congress President. I am yet to know about this. Am I to accept the
Congress President as an expert ?  Can I call this act as impartiality ?

There can be no solution in between. If it is a matter of administrative
machinery we find the defects in it, Can it be called an cflicient adminis-
tration ? Take a recent instance. I'he Municipal Act gives power to
Government to nominate members for appointment as Municipal Com-
missioners. There is provision in the Constitution that there should be
representation from the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. For
Dibrugarh Municipality recently the nominations have been annour.ced. One
1ady of backward classes was nominated and she stood from three different
war.ls. But subsequently for fear of losing the _sccurity_shc withdrew.
Whereas there are many Scheduled Caste people in the Dxijrugqul Togm.
Another gentleman was also uorninat_cd to the Mulil(,lrpfﬂ Board wy:th a view
to. give flllip to the man of thcir own group. ['he administration 1s
politically divided, In this way how fhis adminisiration can be efficient.
1t is bound to be corrupt. It is leaning from this group to that group.

Whatever rules and laws are passed, we shall not be able to discharge the
obligation to the people. Whatever plan we make our country will not
progress. It will remain in a backward state. We must carry on the
industrial development. We must lay the foundation of the basic industries.

There is no research in our industries. Year after year our problem with
regard to basic industry is cropping up.

Our Government has accepted the Rhino as the symbol of our State.

The characteristic of the Rhino and that of the Assam Government is
identical. The characteristics of the Rhinos are (1) when the Rhino
charges at anything it rushes direct to the victims ; it does not look to this
side or that side. So is the case with our Government also. They donot
care to take the wishes of the people into account and whatever they do they
do it against ths_: reaction of the people. Secondly the Rhino associates with
the members of its own class or category and hates everything else. So is
the case with our Government. “1hey associate themselves with their own
RCOPIC in order to give help to their own members. And the third and most
important characteristic is the skin of the Rhino which is so thick that
nothing can penetrate. Here also, whatever argument, whatever reasons
or whatever examples you put forward before the Government they will
never be convinced. With these words Sir, I commend the amendment
which has been moved by my Friend, Mr. Bhattacharyya for the acceptance
of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER : Now Mr. Choudhury.

*Speech not corrected,
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Food and Agri-
culture, etc.): Mr. Speaker Sir, I am extremely grateful to the hon.
Members for their taking great interest in State Trading. I quite agree
with them that the State Trading is a difficult job. 1 personally feel that
we have undertaken a very different and onerousjob and there are occa-
tions when I personally feel whether I am upto the task of piloting this
great scheme. No doubt State Trading is a difficult job. So also the
policy of bringing about the Socialistic Pattern of Society. For millions
of years our people are accustomed to private trade and to the private
capital. The existence of private capital in this country is almost as old as
India is. We want to change the private capital , we want to bring about
the Socialistic Pattern of Soci=ty. To bring about such a dynamic change
through Democracy through persuatior, Is no doubt a very difficult job.
In other countries of the world, such experiments were made through
dictatorship through iron curtain system. But in our country, we are
trying to experiment this through peaceful means, through persuation and
in a democratic manner. In this country everybody is free to obstruct
any cxperiment any change, however good it may be, if he is within his
rights provided he does not infringe law and order. Therefore whenever
we talk of changing our pattern of society or to revolutionize it we have to
face lots of opposition. In these oppositions there are no restrictions.
As such when we talk of changing to a system or other or talk of changing
the private capital or taking to State T rading we get the opposition from
various quarter. ‘They create all sorts of obstructions. But I can tell my
friends that the Congress and the Government are determined to bring
about Socialistic Pattern of Society. In the Nagpur Session of the Congress
we were called upon to implement the policy of State Trading. But the
resolution on the Socialistic Pattern of Society was adopted earlier In the
Avadi Session in Madras. Accordingly the Governments were called upon
to take to State Trading. Assim is the first State in India which has
taken up State Trading 1n its entirely. It is no doubt a very difficult
task to implement this policy. It is difficult because we are inexperienced
right from the administration down to the people. Because we donot know
the intricacies of trade. Therefore, Sir, how this State Trading can be
made successful should be discussed thoroughly.

What are the difficulties of State Trading ? When you take to it, fitst
of all, you have got to face the difficulties created by the interested persons
viz., the traders. Naturally they oppose it because they are personally
affected. But that is not all. All their employees, agents and middlemen
whose interests are largely encroached upon along with the introduction ©
this venture, start opposing it. Not only this, even the rich cultivators
do not welcome state trading, A rich cultivator does not sel
his paddy at Rs.5 or so immediately after harvesting,. He can hold
his stock to be sold in lean months when the prices are high as ‘high as
Rs.12 or Rs.13.  All such people are local people. Naturally the opposi tion
created by them is great which often shakes the best and the bravest of the
supporters of State trading. He thinks possibly what Congress or Goveri”
ment is doing is not to the interest of the country. But we must remember
we have not taken to state trading for the benefit of these people but for
giving protection to that small man in the village who is cheated , Wwho 15
compelled to sell his paddy at Rs.5 per maund. The second difficulty 18 tO
find out the requisite finance which was not so easy ajob at the initial
stage. The whole amount has got to be found out from within the State,
Our problem is not confined to the problem of finding out the Pprice of
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35 lakh maunds of paddy to be purchased through the Apex Marketing
Society but three times of 3% crores of rupees because the Apex will have to
purchase all the marketable surplus. So, it became a serious problem with
the Government. ‘The next difficulty is about organisation. The procure-
ment is being made through Service Co-operatives and other Village Co-
operative Societies including Credit Societies, No individual is appointed as
agent,exceptin th.c initial stage as a temporary measure till the formation of
Service Co-operatives. These Village Co-operatives have to be given initial
advances fOI"Cn.abling them {0 carry on purchases efficiently. Similarly,
Marketing Societies have to be financed. The most of the Co-operatives
were new. Their internal resources were negligible. They were complete-
ly dependent on the money to be arranged and supplied from State Co-
operative Apex Bank the resources of which are naturally limited.,

- The Apex Marketing Societies and the Sub-Agent Village Co-opera-
tives faced great difficulties in accepting the paddy which were not of the
standard quality particularly in Mangaldoi and some other places where
the culotlvators. were not used to sell paﬂdy after cleaning the same ‘I he
Marketing Societies had to be compelled by circumstances to purchase sub-
standard paddy in the village market to avoid resentment of the cultivators
and traders Again, Sir, none of us arc traders ; so we have got to acquire
some more experience before we can deal with such trade successfully. Such
are the inexperienced people who started Co-operative Societies.  These
problems which we had to face at the initiative stage. But with the lapse
of time we will gain experience. By doing this sort of work we shall learn
how to overcome these difficulties.

is the psychological resistance. There

are people who do not like any change. They want life to be peaceful.
Naturally _when we try to bring about a new pattern of society they
resist passively and often actively. This is one of the causes why even mauny
middle class cultivators are luke worm about the whole thing.

Another difficulty we are facing,

We are living in a democratic State. Traders are free to opPOs¢€ the
State Trading policy of the Government, Many of them have entered the
co-operatives and are trying to break it from inside. Some of them are
propagating lawlessness and openly inciting the people 1o oppose State
Trading. No Government can function properly if law and order situation
is not maintained properly. Law and order cannot be maintained unless
and until the people co-operate with the Government, because we are not
living in a Dictatorial State. But it is unfortunate tha,t in this effort of the
Government to save them from the clutches of the selfish trade:is, some hon.
Members of this House are not co-operating with Government and some
of them have taken part in misguiding people mnot to co-operate with the
Goverpment 1n order to make the whole scheme unsuccessful. There is

position from traders, there is opposition from the rich cultivators and
there is opposition from some of the Members of the House belonging’ to
oPPOSll‘;I:_n I;;JITXE ;E)m Mangaldoi against the State Trading Policy. '

i[ 2 SPE A_K_ERITATWARY (Panery) s This is not.. ...... ek ;

T il of the Run Want to draw the  attention of the hon. Mexmber
to Rule 275(I1) of the Rules ‘of - Procedure. If he is doing the same in
future he will have to make a statement according to the rules.

et §lf;‘thm PATWARY: I should like to inform the hon.
inist PPosition has come from the Government officers also.
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Food ®and
Agriculture, etc.): 1 do not agree to this ; they have no right to
oppose. Sir, there were PpeopPle who tried to create confusion. .
My Friend Shri Hira Lal Patwary, M. L. A., complained that some traders
have entered the co-operatives and they are doing all sorts of mischiefs.
This is possibly true about his own place Tangla. In the Tangla Co-opera-
tive Socicty in Mangaldai there are 3 Patwaries. Who are these Patwaries
can only be explained by mv Friend Shri Hiralal Patwari, Public] meetings
were organised by so called responsible  people including Shri Patwary
asking the people not to help the Government | ‘n many places Government
officers were insulted. In Harisinga, one Sub-Inspector of Supply was attack-
ed by a mobiled by a Mill owener. A Co-operative officer was assaulted in
another place in Mangaldoi, Sir, to revert to Tanula  Marketing Society,
I have brought the original papers. There are three Patwaries. First
Patwary is Shri Piarilal, S/O Pannalal Patwary, profession busi: ess (arRorr)
the second is Shri Sankarlal, S [O Shri Bejraj Patwary, profession business
(m37t8) and the third is Shri Krishralal Patwary S/O Shri Bejraj. My
friend Shri Hiralal Patwari comes from the same family with tlese
Patwaries.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): I object L S e
Mr. SPEAKER: As I have alrcady requested you not to interrupt
any member while speaking. .

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Sir, we cannot prevent
any traders joining a Co-operative $ocic;y. Co-operative movement is a
peoples, movement, by the people, for the people.  Government cannot go
on interferring with the activities or the internal aflairs of Co-operatives.
As such when some traders join a Co-operative and create difficulties,
as has been complained about Tangla, the only course open normally, is
to remove them from the position of vantage by the members of that
Co-operative itself.

A Co-operative can be free from the undesirable activities on the part of
a few trader members of it only when large number of people join it.
Then and there only it can function properly. We’ expectjthat Co-opera-
tives which have been formed recently will behave well, will act well and
up to the expectation when more people will join them then of all of us it
will be possible to free the Co operatives from the activities of such traders.
But we cannot Iree them we cannot clear the agents in a day. We have no
power inour hand by which we can do so immediately,

Sir, in the last year, in course of my speech, in this House when I
referred to abou_t the activities of one S.S. Patwari Company of Tangla
my friend Shri Hiralal Patwari M. L. A., was angry. He said that
he had no conrection with it and he was not a trader. I will be very
happy if he clarify before us who are the owners of that . S. Patwatl
and Company and who are these Patwaries who are trying to capture
the Tangla Marketing Society ? Sir it is his complaint that the Co-opera-
tives havc.become the organisations of the traders and Government are
taking their help. At the same time, Sir, he himselfis trying to capture
the Tangla marléetmg Co-operative with his own family members and the
owners of S. Patwary and Co. I have gotthe record to show his
connection with S. 8. Patwary and Co. My friend denied that he had any
connection with it.  But then Sir, Svpply Secretary’s note in this file in my
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hand will show that he approached him on behalf of the S. S. Patwary
and Co. which is a rice dealer of Mangaldai, sole supplier of rice to
M.angaldo‘l Tea Garden and requested the Supply Secretary to do certain
things including  handing over of the order to him. But now he
comes and says here that he 1s not a trader but a great patriot. When a
man suffers from contradictions his professions and his speeches are
different, when a trader wants us to believe that he is a benefactor of com-
mon man he is bound to behave in this way, Therefore, his speeches are
different than his profession. When he goes out of this House he is a
trader but when he comes here he a great patriot posing to oppose private
trade. He tries (0 mislead the pcople when he goes to Mangaldai, asking
them not to help the State Trading.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): Ona point of
order, Sir. T 1t Az, @ w4 Sog4 Flacg ot e frm AT 7

Mr. SPEAKER ;: Where is the point of order ?

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY : Sir, this is a personal and false attack.
I have no concern with this S. S. Patwari and Co. and secondly Sir, I have
never approached the Supply Secretary to hand over the paper of
S. S. Patwari and C». to me. Sir, thisis a personal attack.........

Mr. SPEAKER : I would request the Hon’ble Minister also that
itis better not to enter into any controversial thing which concerns

outside the House.

Food and

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
h occurred

iculture, etc.): I am not referring to anything whic
outside the House, Sir.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati): I want to
clarify the point. The point is that when any paper is read or referred
to that paper should be on the table ofthe House so that it may be
scrutinised as to whether the Minister is speaking the truth or speaking
the untruth because unless and until the paper is available to the House
that paper cannot be referred to.

My second point is that when a Member is alleged something and
when a member stands up and disowns it, it is the custom of the House to
accept the statement of the Member. Now here my friecnd Shri Patwari

'~ says that he has got no connection with this S. S. Patwari and Co. There-
fore on the face of it that should be accepted by the Minister unless and
until he can prove it by certain papers which may lay on the table of the

House.

Mrc.l SI;;SAKER: I also agree with that. Whenever certain papers
are read, thOS€ papers should, in the beginning, be placed on the table
of the Assembly, and also should be given to  the Speaker so that I can
also have some scrutiny into it. Then again, when a ‘Member denies
something or contradicts something, I think no Member, in the course of
any debate, should refer it again.
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY
cultore, ete.): Sir, with regard to the langla Marketing Society, about
which ‘I have just referred to, 1 am placing the file with ~orginal

’ papers on the table of the House. Now, so far as my friend’s statement

(Minister, Food and Agri-

that heis not a partner of S.S. Patwari and Co » I have no other alter-
native but to accept it.  But I am placing the original file showing his such
connect.on first on the table of the House and then I am read in it Sir,

\ Mr. SPEAKER: Unless it is established 1

y due enquiry, I think the
report cannot be accepted,
~ M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY - Sir, the then Supply
[ Secretary put uUp @ NOtC.........ees...

; Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati): FEven note

cannot come to the House. You can use in Goverament offices but not in
the Assembly. That is not a public document.

Myr. SPEAKER : [ have already given my ruling on that point. If
you want to utilise the note written by the Secretary to the Minister
regarding this 1eport then the hon. .\iCl‘]‘lel‘ should be given the
opportunity to explain his conduct whether these things are fact or not.
You give him an opportunity to contradict it. I think the remarks made
by the Secietary cannot be used here.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I do not dispute your
ruling Sir. But I must respectfully point out when the hon. Member
denied he had approached the Supply Secretary. I must also point out from
record that such and such people approached the Supyly ~ecretary for such
and such thing.

Myr. SPEAKER: When he had denied that he had never been to the
Supply Secretary and never asked the people not to Co-operate, why you

insits on it ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, I do not nsist on, it.
But I only want to say that he also approached me on behalf of that Com-

pany. My only intention is to point out the conduct of some people who
behave in different manners in different places, so th

_ at public can appre-
2 ciate the values of their speeches and the values of the banner headlines they

gometime draw in the News Papers. It is necessary thar such peoplc
- should be asses=¢_:d broperly. Sir, I do not want to spend ithe useful time of
" this house on this point any further.

I was telling, Sir, in the beginning the Co-oper.
of difficulties in various  matter:; difficulties creat
created by circumstances and difficulties created by inexperience. Top of it
Sir, because there-had not been organisations in all places, the Service co-
operatives had to he formed in great harry as we took to the policy ©

-y service co-operatives only a year back. These Seryi

: rvice Co-operatives were
new. Some of them were not b

y that time strong enough, They had not
gathered the necessary experience. S

Some people created difficulties think-
ing that Government would abandon the policv of State Trading out ©
fear. They doubled their efforts but we did not abandon. We were ready
to face the difficulties whatever might come on the way of State Trading.

atives had to face lots
ed by men, difficulties
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We were determined to solve the problems resulting in Sir, I myself, my
Deputy Minister, (-?O'OPCI'ﬂti"c, the Secretary of the Co-operation L)(;part-
ment, Secretary, Supply, Joint Director of Supply and the Registrar of
C_o-opcranvc Societies and other top officers of the Government visited
different places all over Assam and tried to solve the problems that had
arisen out of State Trading at the spot. As a result of this, Sir, various
IC_)C?l] problems were solved in very many places small problems of disloca-
tions, problems of non-co-ordination were solved speedily.

Sir, T am just going to give an idea as to_how much moncy has been
placed at the disposal of the Co-operatives. To Assam Co-operative Apex
Marketing Society we have given 85 lakhs of rupees of whizh 20 lakhs is a
clear advance to the Apex Bank. In turn the said Society had allocated most
Of'thls amount 10 various local Socicties of Nowgong, Gauhati, Nalbari,
Tezour, Mongoldoi, North Lakhimpur Cachar, etc., s9 that the local Mar-
keting Socicties can work more efficiently through the village Co-operatives.
In this connection I would like to point out before the House, Sir, that as
many as nearly 1,5' 0 Service Co-operative and other village societies are
en_gaged in the work of State Trading. Over them about 77 primary Mark-
eting SOC:IC'U'C‘S were working. Afier touring these areas it was found Sir,
that the initial advance given to the Assam Apex Marketing Society, viz.,
the clear advance of 10 lakhs, should be increased. It has been increased
to 20 lakhs of rupees now, I hope Sir there will not be much difficulty with
regard to money after that. In cach place local Committees have been
formed with people connected with State Trading both of the Supply
Department and of the Co-operatives to help solution of the day to day pro-
blems on the spot. They have been asked to take decision on the spot and
not to refer matters to Government unnecessarily. :

As a result of the
ags went up
finding great
been solved.

_There have been certain difficulties about bags.
police of export taken by the Government of India prices of b
very much. = Assam Apex Co-operative Marketing Society was
difficulty in getting the bags regularly. But this point has now
These problems were there.

Sir, I do not minimise the difficultics because if we minimise the diffi-
culties then possibly it will be very difficult to make a real success of the
State 1 l'a_drmg- I have already said, Sir, that we are going to change the
mode of life of “_“3 people, the habits of the people and fact we are trying
P l.evoléltl.on1bsc: the ‘whole society through peaceful means. Such a thing
can b_ev g_r;s 31’ telling the people more of the advantages of State Trading
chentits difficn tfs. Itis not by telling the difficulties to the people we
can ma t?x e scheme a success.” It requires a lot of psychological prepera-
Uont;];do:epabrt of the people and that psychological preparation can possi-
bly A bY under-living the advantages of State Trading. All out
efforts S teth'y all of us can make State Trading a success. I am very
happy that this House is one with us in our policy of State Trading: I
would seek their full co-operation in this matter.

; nT:\:;o tI.)hr:rlgieis have been raised here and a lot of emphasis has been
gwed e ome of the hon. Members think that the price of paddy
fixe F heh overnment is much less than what it should be and again
some ol the hon. _Me_mbers feel that there should not be any cut in the
paddy in the beginning of the year. There are certain cuts in the price of
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the paddy which should not be there. Some friends feel that we have given
too much concession to the Millers in fixing the

: out-turn of rice from paddy.
Sir, it is an established fact that price of paddy should be fixed at such a
level as would assure a grower of economic price for his produce else his

incentive to bring about a progressive and lasting improvement of his pro-
duction will be entirely lost. With a view to fixing fair price of paddy for
growers Government appointed in the year 1¢59, 5 Milling Enquiry Com-
mittee to examine and suggest Lo (}\:\'crnmc.‘n't 4 reasonable price for 'gro\\-'crs
a parity in prices of paddy and rice by fixing out-turn of paddy and a
reasonable rate of milling charge to be paid to the millers.

The Comnmittee consisted of 3 members. The Secretary, Agriculture,
Shri Mohini Phukan, was the Chairman of the Commijtte

. : : 1 ¢, and the Director
of Statistics, Shri Sarma and the Joint Director of Supply Shi K. Bratta-

Bhrice were the Members of this Clnfunml(:c. Wide pul.)!icul.ion was  given
about the formation of this Committce. It was published in the Assam
Gazette. It was circulated by the Director of Publicity ip the form of a
Press Note. It was published in the news papers also.  The Committee
issued a questionnaire and all these _pmhlcms were referred to in the ques-
tionnaire. T understand, the questi'ns were C_lrcul'a_‘ted to the hon. Members
of this House and to a large num\bcr of P“bhc_- l_hc ‘Gommi‘ttec received
replies to the questions. Some of the hon. M‘_Hnl)f'“} like Shri Tarun Sen
Deka, now taking all sorts of O.b‘jCCl..IOI’lS did nfot care to reply to the questions.
It he would have done so possibly it would have been much bq[ter' Anyway
I do not find fault with him. He might not have taken it seriously or possi-
bly he did not realise its importance. In any case I can tell him that
nothing has been done arbitrarily.

This Committee visited various parts of the State. They examined,
I understand, about 100 witnesses during l_hen‘ enquiry, They made actual
experiments at various places with padd_y in the Mills 1o determine the out-
turn of rice. They COHSUlth_ma“Y of our hon. Members and other public
men as to what the outturn of rice to paddy would be and carrieq the experi-
ments in their presence. Ultimately this C.ommlttec submitted its 1';: ort.
Government had accepted the recommendations of the Committee artil?ally
The Committee recommended a milling charge of Re.] for Arua ficc and
Rs.1:25 nP. tor Ushna rice which the Government did not accept. CGovern-
ment fixed it at 0°87 nP, L. o

The Committee visited important districts ang Ere
State in order to get first-hand an:)wchge of the varigus ;?ngg e ol the
with the enquiry. In the course of these tours they met lea d’?“ connected
of the public, members of the legislature, representatives of var!ing members
tions, people representing cultivators and consumersg’ Tton Céus associa-
milling industry, Government officials and ot} St and rice

s . 1er publlc bo 1
they interviewed a fairly representative cross section of dies. In short,

visited several rice mills of the State and supervised Exp%‘;?ulatxon. They
operations and examined books and accounts of the rice mental milling
industries to ascertain milling costs and outturn of rice from df_Ii?nuf‘acturmg
paddy. The guiding principle for the fixation of price of paq éi €rent grades
stability and fair price for the producers and P

Y was mainly
? " . . Consumers, SRt
Committee kept in mind all the factors like the cost of 1 doing ic the

Py 2 O : ro :
living, movement of prices in general and parity b Production, cost of

s g €lween t ERpe ;
and prices paid by the farmers. he prices received
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Sir, a study of procurement prices of paddy in the post war period
shows wide fluctuations from year to year varying from 6:50 nP. in 1945-46
to Rs.!0'75 nl{. in 1957-58' The movement of the index of parity between
the prices received E_md prices paid by the farmers indicates that the terms
of trade were definitely in favour of the farmers almost throughout the
period since 1950. Even during the harvesting season of 1957-58 it was
abtout 9 per ceut above par, It was in the light of these and other consider-
ations relating to the farm economy that the minimum price of paddy
was initially fixed at Rs.9 per maund early in 1959. It is, however,
interesting to note that since then the parity between prices received
and prices paid has been maintained more or less at par and this prompted
the.continuance of more or less the same price level during 1959:60.

Sir, I have got a copy of the report of the index of the farmers with me
for the period from January 1959 to December 1959, If it is liked, Sir, I
can place it on the table so that it can form a part of my specch : if you
like I can read it our also,

Mr. SPEAKER : Better you place it on my table.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Supply, etc.,): Sir,
I place on the table—
(STATEMENT PLACED ON THE TABLE BY M. MOINUL HAQUE
CHOUDHURY, MINISTER)
Parity index of the farmers
(Base 1944—100) .
Parity bet-

Domestic  Farm culti- p . ; ween prices
Prices paid . ceived and

Years and months P“:f?_: brzic;::-l: p cx;]);;’mti}:;urc vatt?i;)t:hc":ost fl?ay;'ngt? pr;;cs gaid
farmers farmer fajr :rlle:
(1) (2) (%) (4) (5) (6)
1059—-January . 1314 1462 1351 142°5 92:2
Tebruary i 1372 1499 1357 145°0 946
March .. .o 141-7 1502 146-2 1454 975
April .. .o 149'5 151-1 137°8 146°6 1020
May . Gy 149-2 154+0 © 1376 1484 1005
June o o 148-4 1572 13%°8 150°5 986
Jaly .. . 153°5 1593 1366 151°8 1011
August .. ool L1526 1599 1385 152'5 1001
- September 5, 154+0 1614 137-2 1530 100+6
O)ctober . 1543 - 1603 1386 152:8 1012-0‘--- ; N
November - .. 1495 1563 138°2 1501 - 9815, :
Decemter . 1464 153:0 507 -1 99 ;-
Average ' o lasl 1549 136°1 1494 994
R

——%



1960] DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS 21

It would be scen from this that parity is in favour of the farmer.
In fixing the price of paddy the Committce took into consideration the
parity prices. It has been asserted here repeatedly that Government. should
take into consideration the cost of production in the Government farms in
fixing the price of p:ddy. Sir, this was also taken into counsideration. The
cost of production in a large number of Government farms has been found
to vary from Rs.10°00 to Rs.12:00 per maund. Tn the case of actual cultiva-
tor’s farm it is bound to be much less because in Government farms the
salaries of the officer:, capital value of the property and every other thing
are taken into account in calculating the cost of production, Then there
is depreciation which is also taken into consideration in calculating the cost
of produr.liun . No cultivator pays a salary of RS.SQO'OO to Rs.800 00 per
month for a farm manager but Government do pay it to the farm manager
and other officers.  So, Sir, the demand that the price of paddy of the
cultivators should be equal to the cost ol production is a wrong one. In
a Government farm where oflicers have to be paid high salaries and depre-
ciation of the prop:rty has to be accounted for naturally the cost of produc-
tion will be high.

Sir, [rom experiment it has been seen that the actual cost of production
of paddy of a cultivator comes to Rs.4:00 nP. per maund of Sali paddy ;
Rs.5°03 nP.in case of Ahu paddy. The cost of production in case of
paddy produced in the I'IA. fields is Rs.6:04 nP. per maund. Everybody
knows that in the I T A areas the labourers production per bigha is much
less than in our village areas. They produce on average 4 to 5 maunds per
bigha. The cost of production is not more than Rs.5 to Rs.6ri_n_ any case.
That the cultivators are being _p.:ud a low sum 1s not correet. ‘This question
was discussed in the Food Advisory Council. We placed our whole scheme
of procurcmcnt.b‘c‘iore the l‘_(")od Advisory Council where the Leader of the
Opposition shri Hareswar Goswami was alsg present. Taking all the facts
into considcration the Food Advisory Council recommended that the prices
of paddy and rice should be what it had been last year.  Even we then have
given 4 annasmore than the last year in Zone No.I and imuch miére in other
zones. Lhe minimum price last year was only Rs'9 for all areas ; we have
given Rs. 9:25 for zone 1, Rs. 9'50 zone 1I, and Rs'975"for zone III. It
was felt that this would give a fair price to the growers.

Sir, the next question that has been projected in
there should be certain deductions, 7.c., T3 per cent in December, 5 per cent
in January and 2% per cent in February in respect of winter ’paddy and
»+5 per cent 1n June a_nd 5 per cent in July with respect to Ahu paddy.
There is nothmg’t}ew in this ; this has been in existence for a long time, long
before the State Trading came into existence, possibly fiom the beginning
of procurement. It is a known fact that paddy is full of moisture during the
harvesting s¢ason or immediately thereafter. To purchase such paddy. at
full price will mean shortage in the godown later on due to shrinkage “and
Government will have to pay for water. That means a 1oss to (RE™ tas
payers. If we pay Rs.9 in the month of December what shall we pay ifi’
the month of March ?  This was also agreed to by the: Food Adviscty
Council in which all shades of opinion of this House were vepresenteds -

this House; is why

'.Ihe next question that has been raised is about the ' outturn of rice..
Grading of paddy is a pre-requisite for fixation of outturn of rice and ualess.
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:pfr?cpoP in paddy comming into markeys is standardised to the most prac-
:ga limit variation in outturn of rice in inevitable. The Committee examin-
‘d various samples of paddy and recommended that it should be free from

unpurities except to the extent I am just indicating :—

Winter p;;_rld',’ Ahu pﬂd(jy
Dust, mud, sand, chaff and other 2 per cent 5 per cent
similar matter,
Other grades of paddy 35 o 35 "

Government accepted the recommendation of the Committee. During
the course of enquiry the Committee visited mills at Hojai, Gauhati, Titabar
and. Nahat and supervised milling operations of paddy o ascertain outturn
of Tice per maund of paddy conforming to the standard specification. The
Committee recommended outiurn of rice of standard specification, as
follows, after fixing the degree of polish so that rice become popular t—

Seers
Winter coarse rice Arua S 25
Wintcr coarse rice Ushna 26
Winter fine rice Arua ... 24°5
Winter fine rice Ushna ... L= 2545
Winter superfine rice Joha 23
Winter superfine rice Ushna 24
Ahu coarse rice Arua ... 5 99-5
Ahu coarse rice Ushna .., e 235
Ahu superfine rice Arua. , 215
Ahu superfine rice Ushna 4 225

Sir, that the Government has fixed the outturn at 22 scers as has been
ublished in some newspapers and also stated by some of the responsible
Members of this House including the Leader of the Opposition in course of
their statements 1S not‘ Correct. It may be seen that the outturn of winter
coarse rice (Arua) has been fixed at 25 seers per maund and in case of winter
coarse rice (Ushna) it has been fixed at 26 seers per maund. It has been
claimed by some hon. Members that the outturn of rice as fixed by the Coms’
mittee is in theory but 11_11 P];‘f-cylce 1t is different. According to them clean
winter coarse Pat_idY available In the State generally gives an outturn of
9728 seers of rice per maund of Paddy,
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My friend Shri Deka has put it at 30 seers. Sir, I myself belong to
a cultivator’s family but I have never seen or heard of such an outturn,
Even a maund of paddy in Dekki do not give 30 seers of rice (Shri Tarun
Sen Deka—1 said 28 to 30 seers).

Shri HIRALAL PATWARI (Panery): i s frécs w1
(hauler) sifs Bt =fq e autd 4R /¢ G 5183 g @i 5T B

Ffx A ,xa o1 o= | @ie Fds AAta A% e daty ofifdg

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Food and Agri-
culture, etc.) Even now he says upto 30 secers. But I say that by
experiment in the presence of responsible leaders of the public, the Milling
Enquiry Committee did not find it o be more then 26 seers in case of
coarse ushna rice and 25 seers in case of winter coarse rice. By manipu-

My. SPEAKER : It is a matter 9fupinion. Shri Patwari
included as a member in the Committee.

should be

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: The questionnaire was
circulated to him for replies but we did not receive any reply cr suggestions
fromslil:’n:fle Milling Enquiry Committee in fact, had to fix a polishing
standard by actual I.Tlinil)g in respect of each variety of padfly so that
rice produced from it becomes acceptable tol the consumers in general.
According to the polishihg standards so fixed they determined the outtur
of each variety of paddy and fixed the specification of rice so produced
by actual analysis done by experts. Now Sir, since thcrf: has been a lot
of controversy over these matters and various people are thinking in defferent
ways and someé people are even thinking that Gavern_mgnt has a soft
heart for the millers, I have already passed orders for publml}m_g the report
of the Milling Enquiry Ciommittee an_d‘ it 1s now under printing. I shall
place this report before the House if printed in time so that every hon,
Member may have an opportunity to scrutinise it. I do not claim all
wisdom for myself Sir, .I was guided by this report in making my
decisions. I would also like to have the nature aglvice of the hon. Members.

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA =3 wft wzivas saiq ciften cq
Milling enquiry report b 7 SUm 8475 fofe s fim txrg |
oz wtacd TS FhE 7 str ab Fiwts sl At

Mr. SPEAKER (713 fReolth oo =fiem o Ngtaics  fwal
73 | TRTT T 7 998 scrutinise Ffata satwet fig ofifa |

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY
stastrt, (212)

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY :
consideration In due course. Now Sir,
The position with regard to milling cha
expect by mllling amaund of paddy
Enquiry Committee. - The Committ

R Fabe aiw sifie =

That will Le taken into
let me discuss the milling charge.
rge which a miller should reasonably
was also examined by the Milling
ee consulted various pcople during
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the enquiry and heard various shades- of opinion, Millers’ books and
accounts were also examined with a view to ascertaining milling cost per
maund of paddy leey also consulted the officers of the Agriculture
Department and Statistics Department. It was found by the Committee
tha.tal'mlcll C(f)‘md not run f_:(::)nornir;tlly with a milling charge of 75 nP.
ch’;‘ﬁug_ of paddy Un]cé!? it could mill 80,000 maunds of p;:dd\' per year
aﬁl i }lllt]l]and bran were its property. An analysis of the data {:i)til{llcd
§9rsougm ?%en?us O_f 'mﬂllu[ucturing industries shows that in the year
'nan?il?:d l:s 7th“‘:e ’_’?1"3 covered by the census, 57 per cent of the. mills
silling Cha:ge t}?: 80):"00_ maunds of paddy a ycar. While fixing the
éapital, deplecidtion r}lrf'{nttm: al._m took into account intcrest on productive
s TR T, firel cherg‘ u;cd capital, wages and safl;u-u:\_tn stafl, rent, tax,
s founé it to’be 2 ;Ca an)d other materials including lubricants, etc,
S kh.d?I nP per maund of paddy. After deducting the
Sy Frndtedab t}:l i which was estimated at 34 nP ger I}‘l{lllﬂd of
i vadd CY e M{anufactur’_n_]g quluslrl'c*; net cost of milling per
ded Re.1:00 pe!momczto_«b nP, The Commiites, therefore. recommen-
margin of net rof?ur}o.(){. paddy, as milling charge which would lcave a
it e khUcE\ it of 0:13 nP per maund of paddy for the miller. As
ran axn vere not controlled and mills generally charged for this
. more than 0'34 nP during the lean months Government assessed the price
ol.bran and khudi at 0:'47 nP on the average for one maund of paddy
milled and allowed a milling charge of 0°87 nP per maund. That Sir, is
the position and as T have already stated this report of the Mi'ling Enquiry
Committee will be placed before hon. Members and they will have an
opportunity to look at it.

Sir, rightly grave concern has been i i .
T 2 I . : 1 ‘ expressed in this House about ¢he
(é;)ndltl?fr; l::tl\:l‘lzo Hills. Sir, an assurance was given in this House by
sovernme 1at _every possible step would be taken to ameliorate the
situation there. Campaigns for killing r
and special staff was deputed. Plant Prz(l)tte‘:::irc‘)cntalzeﬁ' hly thcb DEP?”;I?:;
rat holes with cyanogas and baiting : staff have een treati
There is great difficulty in'clolnnt(-lj'otlkll'c infested areas with zinc phosphide.
rodents are found to come out of th mf,- rats in Mizo district as these
attack nearby crops and the ¢ thik jungles at night in groups 10
approaches them. The geo rna r; treat into these jungles when anybody
stand in the way to dealing phy of the lind and the difficult terrain
that up till now about 21 782gra1s:1C(:leS:quY with these rats. Report show
number of rats killed by ' the peg iy beecn killed apart from the large
there are SO many hiding plac people themselves. Due to the fact that
We have also taken stepsoto 3 .es,l all t!'le rats could not be destroyed.
Hills. Sir, in 1958.59 onl\‘;‘lp?]_y sufficient quantity of rice to the Mizo
Mizo Hllls. Gompard to this tI 00 maunds .{ f rIC(.: was Supplied to thc
in 1959—60_ up to 29th Februar ]1; House will be surprised to know that
sent to Mizo Hiils and trant;Y 1960, 1,42,372 maunds of rice had been
up to the tune of Rs.5 94 229-P0‘1/‘\§ subsidy upto 31st January 1960 came
apd the subsidy i amoun'ting. s el sending much more rice since then
step has been and will be (a5 P- 8o, Sir, you will see that every possible
R_ect.;.ntly the Director of A ri n to supply rice required for the Mizo Hills.
to raise short duration érogs,l'eult‘%re toured the district and took a scheme
P8 in Mizo Hills like tapioca, kachu, etc.

p
v/ &
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Another problem that I would like to refer here Siv, is - with regard
to Embankment and Drainage Department. My f(riends have complained
that ever-since construction ol embankments the . topography has changed
in some arcas with the result that they do not get water regularly for
irrigation. Government have thercfore, taken up the programme of
providing sluice opcnings in the embankments at an estimated cost of
Rs.10:02 lakhs durine the current Plan for providing flood irrigation. as
far as it could be made available and the construction of first ' series of
openings in the embankments had beed taken up frqm the year 1958:50
on the basis of priority. With. regard to breaches in the embankments
my friends have complained particularly my friend Shri Prabhat Narayan
Choudhury,—that repair works have not yet begun even. From the
report of the Executive Engineer it secms there were three breaches so far
as the Pagladia river was concerned. Up to date 60 per cent of the
works have been completed. But Sir, I was told that progress was and
is retarded considerably due to the 1(_3(3}\1 PQOPIC_ObS“‘UCUng‘ the Depart-
ment in various matter including gwing PUSEGSIOH of land. So far as
Noona is concered my report shows that about 50 per cent of the repair
work has been completed.  As rcgards_closulg of bl'UaChCS I Cagra bund
guide the report shows that the work is completed to the extent of 50 per
cent. As regards the Bnrolia. cml.)anktm:nt the propress of closing four
treaches is good. As regards Puthimarl cmbz}nkmcnt t}.le up t‘o date data
of progress is 80 per cent. As regards Banadi the P’-‘Og‘eS? 1s 20 per cent.
Here also the progress is not satisfactory du<.: to public ‘Obstructw.ns.
Regarding the Pohumara cmbankment'thc‘ pllogress (‘)'l wml_: according
to the report is satisfictory and the work of closing bn}chcs s going to
bz completed. Regarding the Beki embankment the work according to
report is preatically completed although the gcncral‘ progress was retarded
10 some extent here also due to obstruction fmn_\ the public. So from all
these reports, it will appear that the 2113131'011?11519115 that the \\ork_ cannot
be completed before the next flood season 1s not correct, My friend
Shri Prabhat Narayan Choudlu.u‘y“lli‘s raised a point tha:c Government
appointcd a commiittee with Sbri Bijoy Chandra Bhawuwati as Chairman
regarding certain enquiries (,oxlllefzrt:d with Embankment and Drainage
and that the report of the committee has not yet been published. Tt is
correct we have received the report.  In fact the report of the committee
is under study of the Government and the report is proposed to be
published soon, if possible within the Budget Session. At present the
Government Press is very bu.y with Assembly works, However, we
will try our best to get the report printed, during this Session of the
ai\{ssembly, copies of which will be made available to the Members of the
ouse.

 Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West):
ment and Drainage sed frfwa @itansa scans w1z
e ACATr AN AT e epam  NT IR AT A=y
v7 sluice gate fwa =it wza wif& «ifs W= aieat )

Embank-
o o ¢yt
| O3 0 ©iw

TrEtEts TwEd AN T 58 fwas 2131
qalfSfa aam AT ATy ornaE Iz s
1zt < Afe da w33 et

TN T Afy e 1 i
2SS 3@ 9 o5 w2 3w
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.o s i e,

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Food, Agx 'iﬁf:;f:fo;
etc.): Sir, there is a large number of incomplete -CI“l)f}lllklr"-.[l[iavc e L
all our eflorts, due to shortage of fund at our (_il.‘ip()halo w‘i‘lcs e
able to complete all. We have so far done about 1:.0 Ir-r:c all the embank-
ments. Our greatest difficulty is not being able to (,(ng? ¢ 10;1(: given 45 1
ments is mainly due to lack of fund. The amount o. ”comxynittcd o ik
during the Second Five Year Plan has already been ey 4 find more'fuld
tune of about 66 lakh of rupees.  So unless and until \—\Lt L:.l-.:m'k‘; are Dbeing
it is very difficult to take up new works. Very ”nPO_”“r; et hng given
undertaken within our limited resources. However, the sugg
by the hon. Member will be kept in vew.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): Sir, I want to clear out one
point. I have just now got figures with me.

. . 2 smbank-
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon’bles Minister is now dealing with Emb
ment and Drainage, you should not distrurh him.

- Lile ut

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, Femanday Wl
Speaker was in the Chair, my Iriend P Mat!”dh‘s .‘-l.tius in Gosaigoan.
questions about registration of Co-operative l‘:“.ml;lg IIQ‘T!L-nu.c officer to get
He said that whenever the people had gone to t £ 1(1VLwcrc-. asked to go
the Co-operative Farming Society registered, the .P((':"JP K erative officer they
to the Co-»perative officer. When they 8o to the el officer and they
are asked to get settlement of land first from lllC‘RLVF”u“SO(.icty would be
are told that only after that the Co-operative l'arm”_]g Hoﬁsc I must say
registered.  For information of the hon. ‘Members of tlljC aid so, he must
that this is not the correct position. If the officer had s b T of any
have committed a mistale. In fact there was no reason on -d lI))Y Govern-
officer to say so because a circular in this connection was issue d. On 2lst
ment and brought to the notice of all officers concerne e detailing
January, 1959, Registar of Co-operative Societies issued a circu Faiming
the procedure about formation and registration of (1o-opt.=:raE‘V9e issued a
Societies. - Similarly the Revenue Department, on 3rd June, 195 ’hl i ce-
similar circular to al] the Revenue officers as to what would be the proSir
dure in the matter of organisation and registration of such socicties. h %
in this connection, T would like to give some detailed information before

House. The  position is like this, < settlement of compact block :;f
50 bighas Or more of wagte Jan( should ordinarily be settled with Co-op
rative Farmmg Societie

: i =d to say
s of : rs. I am directe
that whenever actual landless cultivators

i o suck i al ttlement the follow-
Ing procedure shzz’ll f)c—,l* fl?olﬁgl\fvgg_la“d 1s available for se

The local . : . : t the avail-
ability of tl(::alatcl:c? Fie ve Officers shall be informed abou

: ot d
: ot will then take the initiative for organisation an

:ﬁ%’sfﬂzﬁ%"f the Cc-operative with landless cultivators in cc_)nsultatu?n V:';tg
whether 5 anchayat. ~ Ag the normal procedure for enquiry to ascer e
persons pr%ersondls landlt_:ss or not takes a long time, decl rations from o
Tndis e Doseh to be ncluded as members of the society should be take ;
organising 3;} ¢ declaration may be filed before the CH-OpErALve .oﬂiclf
detailsof all Janq 1, 1d not be stamped. It shipuie,, contanyi L ?
any other memper gf hiby g as Person cither in  his name or in the name o
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name of any other member of his family within or outside the district may

?be considered landless for this purpose. The Co-operative  Department has

agreed that the bye-laws of the society shall contain a provision that if any
of the statements made in the declaration be afterwards found to be false,
the person making the affidavit shall be expelled from the scciety, his mem-
bership cancelled and his share-money, etc., forfeited.

After organising the society in the manner stated, the Co-operative officer
will send a proposal to the Deputy COIHH’I}SSlOnC_I‘ or Subdivisional officer
or Settlement Officer as the case may be, with a list of members selected.,
The Deputy Commissioner/Sub-Divisional Officers/Settlement Officer will
then settle the land with the society. In ordc_r to expedite delivery of
possession to start cultivation without delay, copies of the proposal received
from the Co-operative Officer along with list of members of the society with
their addresses should be sent by Deputy <« “‘““’11*510!13‘1'iSub—Divisional
Officer/Settlement Officer to all the members of the Land Settlement Advi-
sory Committee by registered post with the intimation that if no objection
from any of the members of the Land Settlement Advisory Committee is
received within a fortnight, settlement would be given as proposed. In
order to expedite the matter, the co-operative oflicer may Scngl some cyclos-
lyted copies of the proposal 1o the Deputy Commissioner/Sub-Divisional
Officer/Settlement Officer for distribution to the members of the Land
Settlement Advisory Committee. 1f any objection 1s recetved from any
member, a meeting of the Land Settlement Advisory Committee shall be
called immediately.”

That is the procedure laid down in Ci::cular No. RSS. 329/53/80, dated
drd June 1959, issued by the Government of Assam in the Revenue Depart-
ment. Sir, therefore if any Government officer would try to delay the
matter, by such dilatory methods. I would request the hon. Members of
this House to bring such cases to the notice of the Government for action
because such action on part of the officers would be a clear violation of the
circular issued by the Government.

Now Sir, I want to speak on another point. This is about the
fertilizer. Sir, on the other day when I was absent in the House, i. 5o
on 27th February 1960, my friend Sbri Hiralal Patwari made certain
defamatory statement touching myself. I have already brought this matter
A0 your notice that his speech violate Rule 279 of the Assembly Rules and

« / Procedure with the request that this portion of the speech should be

expunged.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry this portion of the state
my netice. Rule 279 (2) of the Assembly Rules lays down t
while speaking shall not reflect upon the conduct of person in high authorit
unlegs the discussion is based on a substantive motion drawn in Proper termsy
In view of this rule I direct that that portion of the statement beginnin'
With 7T>aay 1 to farsmia AA be expunged. 8

ment escaped
hat a member

Shri HIRALAL PATWARI (Panery): oiw, 3 3o i3
ST IWE fraw | ¥
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Mr. SPEAKER : c7fsq cwten Sop vz ontwa fFaros =
g1, 74, cofom BT . 7%tEd faas =tfa afes | acses dq93q Shde
AW AAS Aferatd aifaa catatca | erERFECd w=eAaE GG *TE)
#e faa @

Shri HIRALAL PATWARI (Panery): 5i, 77 wr 15 F81—
a At etficd q47 fafs: 77, oo a2 Tstdfs =tforam | o2 e
AFACT [P TS AStAfen T wa ca cafzattats At wr AptE fafia
cefeattars 4t et a=fen | ez a2 Asidfs el catad wfafea
@ 9% 4GS (SrATT firen 1w At wfary dfore atrey @@l wrE Gl
cFtem %4 s tw o7 atard—ea wif% atgus 471 feas, wilw 531 29
ARl T A AF T ulfee 5 4y a0 949w, o Algg 7 A
It a9, At 5% wzm ot a4 wd@es Gyt i, orF cEfAgta
fage fF za facaem =i atzte etz =T |
Sir, I have gone thrvough the papers. There are about 40 persons
out of which there areonly 3 Patwaris. There are also 3 Das. There are
It is known to the Chiel

provi-ion for A class, B class and C class members. >
Mimnister that I signed a telegram and sent to him. What is the harm if

there are some members belonging to Patwarisif.........

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALAIH (Chief Minister): Sir the
excitement comes in this way. At Tangla a meeting was held under the
Presidentship of Mr. Patwari. In that meeting they took a decision not to
allow anybody to sell paddy at a rate lower than Rs. 10. In this way excite-

ment came.

Mr. SPEAKER : The contention of Mr. Patwari is this. The Gov-
ernment has allowed C class traders. He has not found fault with the
Government. He is not disputing this. He says that when rule is there

what is the harm if there is any Patwari or Das in C class traders.

Shri NILMIONEY BOR . .
Co-operative Societies. THAKUR (Dibrugarh): It is up to the

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Supply etc.): Sir,

15:2; Sggggogalss?}?tc different. Those traders who deal with a Co-operative,
into such tra%i (-:3;1 are treated as C class members, only after they enter
tive with theme ‘:u the Co-operatives, so that any dispute of the Co-opera-
under the C an be decided by the Registrar in a summary mannct

¢ tio-operative law.  Here the position is difierent.
gsponsored the Co-operative in question

qmilt‘_ﬁ;;“:;f PADMA| KUMARI GOHAIN (Moran) : =1
% e e 2 ;_;"”‘f"q' St ST =3 T bWE B 7w wifs 4fFeg A% 72
Jiac TG A HAtd qa AecdaTl oretad Aeatdlel SR

71 mieratd

Some traders

/4
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AT SNET (I B AT e gl Afteg I Redd v
faram smicaEn wfatg 9o 72 «Gisfas trrm 1 e BipagEs AfrsEaaitald
FATFA wats facdl vod 9E dllvas w1 e fReaiflel w4 g ol
qifzey i aEErs @fHtg | STTEEAT AfdFEam @ w NrE fSe
dfera fcatfle @ af free A9 g e w? fqa iy sk
dra-g o At oy wiferg Spm AResam fars s+ e R{ad
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T2 St WislHs oot wad AT SLTEE i B So e e
forae AZ0T  CoLTAITE bl T | COSTAlty TR #W | 5Awied e
Giefa Gl w2 el o3 FHECAR M qEiE furg R e 918 o6
GitEE €1 Steew (B 41 (ITIRTF  (OSAtE  5IFRT IS i
abtg | dferw frieer ewfeil Tge AT cobane atew g o
fq ciatcd | (@ae, ©F)  (OSTERE ST e rdw gl
Ads aledaptn fta (@i wee (bRl Ty i I sy | o s
(S TAhEa ewg Wiy uiw atehw aR o -

A Sls aimud w4 Ee aF UNSE {49 o9 ords T s
Flacd 5l oA woapes aes Ted o4 {wem | vy v S e
sifeaty i Farvists o wife 4 i | %% whim +F%AR e
GrETS @SR i@ wza fa @2 e Tge frn wa swwE T e
gits Bied | cotatwa 1 et ¥ St e LEREP AL
aife a1 cofm A% | codwdine A AStifeT AT sfs | Swiem
Fersity 1 (T g Sfca wedl? foracat zﬁrq_miiﬁ AR IR
w7 AT Al e | atfE b o ARsEem o st
=51 w4ls covcAtce mzatt wfF ord FEid Tt A9t il a1 Rad
5 e nltAlem e @ A fEda e <isth wife gm ozt s
1 W @ aP FHA A A O AN = g 1 Wiy arEy
A Ste e o fed O AfREEE s34 otnd 1 stifiog | @8
ez wacs arm A afee rERT AR oS e cobie

R cteit affm Aiffee ot sFisTe fiem i v sy |«
Fha {47oa =aee ety AfERs F e T MW oS waen saistg 1 @s

Al AAbe sitgetn qiFed wwd? SHAwE ey | iR wah cdiae firm
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pA | (ATE st TEE 4hEA wfenw 912 onEing 5 wgfFa
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T 0Ee  CrEETS A A BhE € w1 ABm oseatre feaidt voa
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Bwizad AHCA FE AT _205¢q b9 fegpate f7am =ifa ci=l 9ws
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' aifera wtita r4a 23S TWAEF T@a wiaAft iz HoHfiw ) oty ef{,
gt wrre @EfendTE @A Heda sreiE e Gl | o stwie
i fraaa 4 G 590 @RIFIRIE afon o S 5hr ofms
T4aT o7 wifzis cofem (OSERT tHIRF 4TE wHitts 9l weiRe |

vt dAfgwsam {[T@le T FETFEN 1 Pivdm atvimn gl
FA wgA mtw @@ AF TR I G A R g g5 st eew
bW AT TAES gy weals wife fa o[BIee e 3% i ot

IL are Tailzs |
f

CITs ateTdEE IR ReTe Stad FE N wew oiwdw  seist o
gewla  swaft sifEeEn

Shri HIRALAL PATWARI (Pal_lery): _\V‘ith. the permission of the
House, Sir, I like to place the reply of our Chiel Minister,

Mr. SPEAKER : Putiton the table.

Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): Mry. Speaker, Sir,
T read the speech of the Governor c)F.Asfam very very carefully which re-
flects the policy ar d programme of this Government  But I am sorry to say
that T have not been able to support the motion of thanks moved by
Mis. Chanda and have to oppose it most reluctantly.  He referred (o Indo-
/ China issue very carefully and [ think he has purposely concealed the detail
measures taken by the Government to resist any further aggression by China.
He may conceal from as the military secrets, but he §llould have given the
people of Assam some broad idea of the c}cfencc of this country of ours, as to
the communication facilities and production of more food to support the
extra population necessary for the defence o.i this couutry. The peovle of
Assam will like to know about these two subjects which are really : vital
matter for the defence of our mother land which has been g subject of
ageression by the Chinese Government.

The expression of shock and be wilderness will not do, for, the behaviour
of so friendly a nation for whom India is working hard in the United N
. Organisation. "The Government should have known it for which
was given before and should have been prepared for it. No civilised Goyern:
/ ment have been able to support the action of China Government. FEven
<4 Russia found it difficult to support it. The Chinese Government did not
. hesitate to use filthy and insulting language to our Prime Minist W,
have seen their suggestion of buffer State, we have also seep their er]. d ?‘
followii.g Panch Sheela. Is it the ways of Panch Sheela io gcey m}?t 10d o
tory surceptitiously and then come for peaceful solution ? 1f itPYiQOt er tzgs_
T mean cheating and deceiving other Nations, then I do noet kn(;wnoth ),
meant by cleating and deceiving ? Even then our Communist wlatdls
not find fault with China. They find fault with Mr, Kripalini lzecép Gth o
P. S. P. members, Mr. Bora, our new friend who is jubilent over hi[; other
in the recent bye-clection did not hesitate to say that Mr. Kripalini afllzlcclf;s;:
party has vested inter.st. He has not explained what thatvehcaRiat
| rest is.  Yes, Mi. Kripalini and his party has vested interest and that vested
] interest is not inviting Chou-En-Lai to occupy India and become a puppet

aiions
indication

\
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in the hand of Chou-En-Lai, just like Papchan Lama. Example of Mirjafar X
and Jaichand is there.  But that vested interest is to make free the territory

that has b'ec'n illegally and in most uncivilised way occupied by our friend

Mr. Bora’s international comrade, Mr. Chou-En-Lai, the Chinese Premier.

We have seen our Commu-

Tt is needless to say much at the moment.
During the last Great

nist friends playing the part in our freedom struggle.
War tlicy changed over-nignt the capitalist war of Britain and America into
people’s war.  We know, Sir, +hat our Communist friends arc His Master’s
voice of Russia and China. The fact has been well-established and the peo-
ple of India know well how to reply to it which has been abundantly
proved in the last Kerela Election,

~ T am sorry, Sir, T have gone beyond the main subject.  Our Prime
Minister has invited Chou-En-Lai. The Prime Minister has not expressed
in cl'-ar_ terms that he has invited Chinese Premier to discuss and  sctie the
border issue. I think he can not do that because that will go against the stand
ﬂ'l.’li. we took in Kashmir. In Kashmir issuc we took a stand that unless
Pakistan vacates the occupied territory there can be no talk of plebiscite in
Kashmir. Similarly, we have passed a resolution and the whole of India
has expressed the view that unless China vacates the Indian t rritory occu-
picd by them there can be no resumption of talk regarding Indo-China
border issue. I read the resolution : ““This Asscmbly views with grave coii-
cern the unprovcked Chinese aggression on Indian soil xnd consequent dete-
rioration in Indo-Chirese relations and puls on record its deep  scnse of
resentment at the agaressive action on the part of the Chinese. The Assem-
proves ol the just and firin stand of the Prime Minisier of India in the

bly ap

face of grave provpcation, and lends its full support to the decision that the

occupation o' Indian territory, and in particular of Longju in As am should
be

be vacated before negotiations with the Chinese Government can
resumed”.  That is the stand we have taken. Initation ‘o Chou-En-Lai by
our Prime Minister has nos been clear to many people and it is rcally a
di'lema to many and at this moment majo:ity of our people cannot welcome
the Chinese Premier and it is a fact that the Indian people will be divided
in this matter. ! hope our Prime Minister will not surely discuss border
jssue. It 1s upto tac Prime Minister of China whether he agrees to vacate
the Indian terrirory E}nd tal}c pf’ minor adjustments. He wanted to come to
India to meet our Prime Miunister, and our Prime Minister has invited him
to come. Let him say _what h‘c has got to say. Our stand is there and I
really think that our Vrime Minister will not move an inch from the stand

he took.

Sir, at t*_le momeat a bottle-neck has been created, as a result of which
the comn.unication in our mother land, I mean Assam, has become very
difficult. hIS ‘LW‘SC_ to depend upon only one Railway line for our communi-
cation with other parts of India ? That Railway line is not also safe from
Bongaigaon to Amingaon Which is liable to be breached at any moment
during t'he Té ’“31’)13‘3?1"50“- A railway line from Bongaigaan sia Jogighopa and
Goalpara upio dg u should have been immediately taken up, extending it
upto. Baghidra ap 3910 Hills. The railway line from Golakganj through
Pakistan should have been restored and another Jine throngh Coochbehar
which 1s pI‘OpOSCd to construct should have found a place as a hint that

B 50w, S RS S s S
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# cvery eflort is being made to facilitate quick fransport. It is mnot too late
even now. I hope our Government will take up the matter with the Cen-
tre immediately, logighopa-Goalpara Ferry should be brought if possible by
requisitioning from the I. G, N. and R, S. N. Company, because that is  the
only safe and easy road link with Assam and the rest of Indija,

Sir, then I like to come to Panchayat matter.
rightly said in page 12 of his Address that the ideal of De
sation has been translated into a perfect Act.  This s ¢r
law which we are going to implement through our v
'y according to the Act.  Sir, I will mention here the promise that has been
given by the Minister at the time of passing of the Ordinance  for this Pan-
chayat Act. Sir, it is really a matter of great regret that the method of nomi-
nation has given rise to a feeling that our Government do not like to have
the pecple’s voice, rather do not like to democratise this Panchayat. I have
tricd to find out the name of any member of this House from the Opposition
as President to the Anchalik Panchayat. I have not seen that.

Our Governor  has
mocratic decentrali-
ue. But the Act or
illage has not been done

I have seen, Sir, many of the Congress members have been made Presi-
dent of the Anchalik Panchayats. I do not know why they have left out the
members of the Opposition for the Anchalik Panchayat Presidentship. I

“mentioned during the last Session of this House that there was no -necessity
of abolishing immediately these local bodxc§ and Rural Panchayats without
making any alternative arrangement and wnhou.t even passing the Act in
the legislature. They were working well and without making any alterna-
tive arrangement they abolished all these local bedies,

And now, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has promised that he will be able
to finish this Panchayat election under the new Act within the month of
March (The Speaker : April, I think). But I have seen that many of the

- Units have not as yet been formed and I do not see how it can be
finished with these two montl}s. I am sure, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister will
not he able to finish the elections within two months, He shall have to take
more time. We know that. But what I really feel is {hat he should not
have gone so hastily. He should not have abolished the local bodies. Now
we find that the local bodies are not in a position te sPend anything. There

| are certain things_which are under x}obody’s care, The money that has been
f given to the Primary and Anchalik Panchayats wi]] not be utilised within
+  3lst of March and major portions of it will have to be surrendered. So,. this

has been a very hasty action on the part of the Government. The people

. are really suffering. Anyway I hope the Government will he pleased "to.

~ " hold the clections of the Primary and Anchalik anchayats' without further
i delay and give real Power in the hands of our People,

i Sir, with these words I would like to resume my scai‘:. . t hedaE R
i F~  Shri MAHAM SINGH [Cherrrapunji (Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes)] :  Mr. [Speaker, Sir, I have great Pleasure in  supporting the

motion that has already been moved by the mover thanking the Governor
< for his illuminating address.

My friend in the Oposition has just now said, as £ il &,hh,n.
that we are not finding fault with China. Thg 15 - 2¢ a8 [ understan

: : 1S not true. The Governor
on the first part of his_ address has already . drawn the attention' of  the
ouse and regretted the aggressive activities of Chlna and this ‘Houise ‘also -

drew the attention to the special responsibilities of the people of Assam.
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. The Governor has also drawn attention to the violent acts of the hos-
tile Nagasand to our relations with Pakistan. Assam, situated as it 1s,
bounded almost on all sides by foreign countrics is morc vulnerable than
other parts of India. The people of Assam I hope will be able to face all
eventualities, and shall not fail in their duty towards their country.

,NO“’ under the present conditions, I quitc agrec with some of the
hon’ble Members who said that the improvement of communication of this
State is very important and I believe we should give more stress on this.
Assam’s communication, as it is at present, is in a very bad condition qnd
we may be cut off from the rest of India in case of any danger from (;_utsr_dc.
So I would like to draw the attention of this House that the communication
of the State should be improved. It is also essential that the communica=
tion be improved for raising the standard of the people and for industriali-
zation of Agsam,

So far as industries are concerned, we are lagging far behind any other
State of Incia. Tn new industries opened in this part of the country,1t1
also the wish of all of us that local people should be employed.

Mr. SPEAKER : How long will you take, Mr. Singh ?

Shri MAHAM SINGH [Cherrapunji (Reserved for Scheduled

Tribes)]: I will require some time, Sir.

Adjournment

The Assemblebly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.
AFTER LUNCH

Shri MAHAM: SINGH: I was just now saying Sir, thatitis the

wish of every one of us that local people, I mean indigenous people of Assam
should be employed in the industries that are being establshed in Assam.
But when we go to the practical side of things we find that there are difl1-
culties. that js, we find that many indigenous people of Assam have not got
expert knowledge and experience to be employed in these industries. Now,
of the few industries that will be opened in Assam also we do not find suffi-
cient people from our own State who can run these industrics only because
they do not have expert knowledge. In this connection, I want to say that
these will not be the only industries that will be opened. Sir, Assam I8
rich in natural resources and in other respects and many industries can be
started in future by the efforts of all of us. So. with a view to enable us t0
employ our own people, I want to make one suggestion and that is, that the
Government should open special courses in the University for giving train-
ing to our p60ple in technical and other scientific matters in order to qualify
them, so that in future when new industries will be opened we will not find
that we are lacking in personnel who can manage these industries.

Sir, there is another point. I find some of my hon. friends in this
House during the course of this Session laid great stress on the removal of
the capital from Shillong to Gauhati. As you know Sir, the capital has
been placed here for a number of years and I can say that because we have

-

-
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.o got the capital here in Shillong it has brought real benefit to the people of

~" this district but none the less to other tribal also. This has indeed helped us,

I mean the Khasi people and other tribals of the Autonomous Districts.

Now, the policy of the Government is also to promote the welfare of the Sche-

duled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and raise their standard of living to the

level of the people in other arcas of the State. In this connection I want to

say that removal of the capital from Shillong to Gauhati will be a great blow

to tribals. Further, removal of the capital from Shillong to Gauhati will not

elp very much in advancement of the economic position of the State as a

whole. So far as Gauhati is concerned it is at present very congested and

g apart from that, Gauhati has also got the best dcpz}rtn}cnts. of the Govern-

ment, that is, the High Court, the University, the Engineering College and

[ other Colleges, and the Railway Headquarters. Only a few offices of the

| Heads of Departments are Iocatcgl in Shillong. Besides the distance frortd

} Ganhati to Shillong is only 63 miles by road. I do not understand, how-

ever, why uptill now the Gauhal_l-Shlllong Road has not been made a

double-way. It is very inconvenient that we have these timing in going to

» and coming from Gauhati. So I would suggest that this Road should be

converted into a double-way and that this work should also be speeded up.

Again Sir, for many months past we have been hearmg. that there will be

an air strip to connect Shillong with ether parts of India and Assam. But

up till now we have not been able to have an airstrip in Sh_:llon_g. I hope

‘ the Government will take nccessary steps to provide an airstrip here in
' Shillong.

y s \7}\71\} (&

T .

) :Anothcr point Sir, that has been raised by many hon. . Members s
regarding Assamese to be a State language of Assam. In this connection
also T want to say that at least for the present it will be a great blow to the

, tribal people if Assamese is made a State language of Assapl because most

: of the tribal people do not know Assamese and this 1s particularly true so
far as the Mizos, the Khasis, the Garos and other hill tribes are concerned.

In order to introduce this language as the State language in Assam it js
better in the first instance to popularise this language amongst these people.

i Up till now nothing much has been done in this direction. 1 do not kiow
| what will happen in future but it may be said here that ata time when
these people will have sufficiently learn the language then it will not be a

4+  hardship to the tribals if Assamese is introduced as a State language. Now
Sir, from the Governor’s Address we find that we have many problems. He

has in the first instance stated about the trouble with the neighbouring
. forcign States, from the Naga tribes and then again the famine in the Mijzq
¥ Hills and many other problems. In view of all this I think it will not be
1 wise on the part of our Government to create further Problems—problems
| which can be avoided at present. If we want to shift the capital from
‘ Shillong to Gaubhati, that will create a problem. Ifon top of that we want
to introduce Assamese as a State language that will be another praoblem

Of course in the future I do not know what shape things wi]l take bué
surely these can be avoided at present. So I am of the oPinion that  the

Government should not create more problems.

\ \—

in his
in two

Now, there is another thing that the Govstnor has referred to
Address and that is about Prohibition that has been introduced
| districts, that is Kamrup and Nowgong, j
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Personally T am very glad that prohibition has been introduced in some
of the districts in the plains and I hope it will be extended to other districts
as well. 1 Bl—}t I regret the present policy of the Government with regard
to the hill district in this connection. I hope Government will follow the
same policy, ultimately of conirolling the manufacture and sale of liquor
with a view of introducing prohibition in the hill districts also. In this con-
nection I wish to say that previously we had some control over excise in
this district by means of notifications, and regulation passed by the Govern-
ment./ But at present there is no law whatsoever which is applicable in
excise matters in some areas of Khasi and Jaintia Hills. There is at present
an anomaly. We find that in the Jowai  Subdivision the Excise Act
applies, In some of the normal areas of the Khasi Hills, viz., areas which
were previously British areas, the Excise Act has been made applicable,
but in. other areas, ziz., the Siems’ arcas, the Excise Act has been
not extended. This is very much regretted. The Excise Act should
be made ' applicable throughout the whole district. Of all the evils
that -have ruined our people, drinking is the worst. Liquor has ruined
many homes,

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Excise) : But the District Council
oppased. extension of the Act,

Shri MAHAM SINGH : [Cherrapunji (Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes)] The - District Council did not oppose extension of the
Act. As a matter of fact, they have agreed to the extension of
the Act, but there is some difference between the Government and the
District Council with regard to the allocation of revenue. The District
Council wants the revenue should be given to them and the Government
wants that the whole revenue should come to them. But even if the District
Council opposes extension of the Act, there is no reason whatsoever for not
extending it, because, as I have said, this has ruined many families and
in some villages ~almost every house is a still. The morality of the people
is completely shattered. Whatever may be the difference between the
District . Council and th¢ Government, they may be resolved later, but it
is the duty of the Government to protect the mora] character of the people.
I would, therefore, submit that the Excise Act sh z diatel lied

Il the areas of the Khasi Hill Ct should be immediately applie
Lo ast Hills. I would also submit that if we consider

some measures: to be good for the peop] i i
Ul C 8O e, w sitat
them eveni if the District Council I:)pp%sés if skl O A e

hi ’
P COPIl:: tlilllstltl::%ri'gigi;}??;;;may add that distilled liquor was unknown to our
liquor. They tought ¢ It was the British who first introduced distilled

g0t our people how to distill liquor and this has brought

about the ‘greatest i :
e possgible. rain. So, I hope Govcxfnment will (;xtend the Act as

“There is also another Act i

frei A ) - which should be extended to all areas
of t2 o sttict @nd tHat 3y, {he Gambling ‘Act.. The Gambling Act has heen
made applicable to certain areag only ; in other areas it is not applicable.

I submit that the Gambling Act sh s :
whole district, for Gambling ﬂquaﬁij;c}saéscg)r;i ;‘?ﬁr oduced throughout the

n r .
Vi ngi:nl’y&dh }; V:guigefurthsr submit that the majority of motor accidents
i S R drunk_enness of the drivers. It may be said that
I‘)j _ e otor accidents are caused due to the drunknness of
the drivers. In the beglnnmg of this Session this House condoled the death

A
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of one of our friends Mr. Hemanta Gupta who died as a result of a motor
accident. It was indeed very tragic. The reason for the accident was
because the driver of the vehicle was drunk. Had he not been
drunk the accident would not have taken place at all. We find
in the Shillong-Gauhati Road also drivers, particularly the truck drivers,
driving their vehicles at reckless speed. This is mostly due to the fact
many of them are drunk while driving the vehicles. I would request Gov-

ernment to take strict action against the drivers who are found drunk while
on duty.

Then there is another problem which the Government have not been
able to solve adequately even after so many years. Tt is regarding the
border arcas of this district. The border areas have suffered very badly
after the partition of India and the main reason is that they cannot get
any market for their products. The Governor in his address hag said that
gratuitous relief, agricultural loans, test rF!'Cf and other measures have
been taken for the amelioration of the condition pf the people of the border
areas. But this same manner of help was given to these people for all
these 12 years. I feel that the problem has not been tackled in the light
manncr. = At least the problems should have been thoroughly studied, and
a Committee should be set up in order to find out real ways and means to
give permanent relief to these pcople.

Gratuitous relief extended for a number of years has caused a great deal
for moral degradation to the people of these areas. We ilavc always been
speaking of gratuitous relief but I feel that other $%%nsls_1ould be employed
or found out for the permanent solution of the ihculties of the border
people and I think markets should be found out for the products of these
poor people. T also want to inform the House that although roads have
been constructed in the border areas very few have beep completed, and
uptil now only two roads have became jeepable. "I‘he majority of the roads
have not been completed and I think the progress of work i very slow,
Therefore, I would request that atleast to solve the border problems to
some cxtent some special attention should be paid. The loss Suffered by the
border people for not being able to sell their products is Jvery heavy.
Before partition the value of goods of the border areas exported to Sylhet now
East Pakistan was approximately 3 crores of rupees annually. It is therefore
necessary to tackle the problems of the border people in a right manner in

order to overcome their, difficultics. With these few observations, Sir, I
beg to resume my seat,

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical etc
Sir, I will briefly touch the few points raised by some ho
the Medical department is concerned. My Friend Dr. Sri Harj Das strongly
advocated the cause of those unregistered doctors who were employed by
the local boards and suggested that these doctors should be exempted from
going for refreshers course and examination. This we cannes accept.
There is acute dearth of qualified doctors in thc: State but inspite of that we
cannot allow these unregistered doctors. In this matter, to be absorbed in
the cadre are to be guided by the rules prescribed by the Indian Medical
Council. The Indian Medical Council is very strict in this matter. I think
the hon. Members will agree with me that

_ these unregistered doctors should
not be allowed to be registered without passing the €xamination. Itisa

fact that when the local board dispensaries are taken over by Govern-
ment it was found that many of the doctors appointed by the local board dis-
pensaries were not registered doctors. Therefore, without having themselves

-): Mr. Speaker,
. members so far
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registered, it became very difficult on the part of the Government to retain
and absorb these uuregistered doctor in the cadre. So under the rules
prescribed by the Indian Medical Gouncil, these unregistered doctors have to
undergo a refreshers course for a short period of threemonths and appear in
an examination. At present there is acute dearth of qualified doctors but
even then these unregistered doctors should have the registrable qualifica-
tions required under the rules of the Indian Medical Council.

Dr. SRI HARI DAS (Barpeta) : On point of clarification Sir, I do not
object that the unregistered doctors shou]c[) undergo training in refreshers
course, but I want that they should not be asked to pass any cxamination but
that they should be registered as soon as they finish the refreshers course.
Even the doctors who have just passed from the college, if they are asked to
Pass again the examination, they will fail..........

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : (Minister, Medical) Without
passing any test how can we absorb the unregistered doctor ?
Any how, = Sir, we have in the meantime decided to retaln
these unregistered doctors till we can have qualified doctors. Then
Sir, another point has been raised by my Friend Dr. Ghanashyam
Das. He wanted to know the position rcgard:r}g the establishment
of the second Medical Collcge in the State. My Friend himself was a mem-
ber of the Experts Committee and the Committee went round the different
places and have submitteed their recommendations and thc:‘;e recommenda-
tions are now under scrutiny of the Government and I may 1_nf'orrn the hon.
Member that the decision is going to be taken as early as possible. To-day my
friend Shri Nilmoney Borthakor made certain rei_”crcncc regarding ] sclection
of a site for the primary Health Centre. Shrimati Padma Kuman Goham
had already replied but I may inform my friend that it was not done at the
instance of the then Congress President but that was done on the representas

tion of the local public.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Will the hon.
Minister please state if his Ministry of Health sent a note to the Civil Surgeon
to select the site in consultation with the District Congress President ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : Isee no harm in consulting the Dis-
trict Congress President as she also represents a section of the people but
as I said before it is not a fact that it was done at the instance of the then

Congress President.

*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance etc.,) Mr.
Speaker, Sir, during the last few days the hon. Members have the opportu-
nity of discussing the Address give by the Governor. The question of Pan-
chayats, nomination of members to these self governing bodies and they like
have given so much prominence that I shall be failing in my duty if I do not
take note of the impressions which have been created in the minds of the hon.
Members.  One hon, Member went to the extent of saying that what we
have given by the one hand that is by enacting the Panchayat Bill, we have
taken away by tl}e ‘ot.her hanc.l that is by constituting the Ad-hoc Advisory
Committee and by giving nqmmations to these self governing bodies. Sir,
I am sorry I do not agree with that line of argument and I think that this
kind of argument cannot help any one. Hon. Member ate aware that there
had been no necessity on our part to decentralise power and politics and

& *Speech not corrected.
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give self governing institutions to the Panchayats but there was nothing to
prevent us from bringing this Act and having enacted the same as,
early as we wanted. On the other hand, the hon. Members must realise
that under provision of the Act which has now come into force the power
has actually gone to the Primay Panchayats,

It is these Panchayats which have been put as executing authorities
for the various developmental programmes which will be done in those

* areas. By making Ad-hoc provision, the Government desires that the people

should not be denied this benefit till the elections are held. I do not know
how the blame can now be laid on the doers for the simple reason. What
has been made in the Ad-hoc provision for the Primary Panchayats which
were in existence is known to the hon. Members, I think, so far as that
part of law is concerned thereis no fault with the Government. So far as
the Presidents of the Gaon Panchayat and the Gaon Sabhas are concerned,
these have been actually functioning as the executing authorities for the
developmental activities of the village. So I donot see any reason as to
how the hon. Member can accuse the Government that the Government
has given power to the people in one hand and is taking away by the other
hand. Seccondly, so far as the constitution of the Anchalik Panchayat is
concerned there is no laws by which the Government have nominated
the members till the eclections are held.

#*Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara) : Probably all
members were nominated from the Congress Party.

#Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance, etc.) : If my
hon. Friend have patience he will know under what circumstances these have
been constituted. Now Sir, may I tell the hon. Member that so far as I am
concerned and so far as the Government is conccrned, we did not like this
system of nomination. Because we cannot please everybody by nomination.
The person who is nominated will be pleased and persons who are not nomi-
nated will be totally displeased. I have received so many grievences and
complaints for this nomination. I am definite that even my firiend Mr,
Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya shall not be able to satisfy every section if he had
occupied my position by this nomination. Now, therefore, I entirely agree
that it is not possible to please each and every section by nominating members
and Presidents to these Bodies. -

*Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri): What right
the Government has to make these Ad-koc provision ? Why no direct
election ?

#*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: So far as these nominations
are concerned, may I inform the hon. Member that I have received a
Lunch of letters and-telegrams from different parts of the State for giving
them mnomination to the diifferent Bodies. Since it was difficult for me to
please every section of the people, by nominating their names, I requested
the leader of the Opposition Shri Hareswar Goswami to send me a list
of persons whom he liked me to consider for nomination to these Bodies.
I may inform Mr. Jahanuddin that Shri Goswami sent the names of
certain persons for Chaigaon Anchalik Panchyat, Boko, Bongaon, Rampur
and Rani, I think I have received thirty or forty suggestions, but I
could not accept them in toto.

*Speech not corrected.
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*Maulqvi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): May I know
from t}.lc, Minister whether suggestions were made by the leader of the
Opposition for the whole State of Assam ?

*Shgi FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance, etc.): We
are working on a party basis. Hon. Member is also aware that I asked certain
names for the Select Committee and the leader of the Opposition supplied me
with the names. Instead of approaching ecach and every member, I asked
for four or five names from the leader of the Opposition. Secondly, I think
!:herc was nothing to prevent the hon. Member in sending his  suggestions,
if any, if he considered suitable for this purposc.

*Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): On a point of clarification Sir,
we three M. L As,, from Mangaldoi submitted a joint petition for this pur=-
pose. But we were not selected as the members of any Bodies. So far I
know all M. L. As, are nominated as ex-officio members. May I know
why we were not selected ?

*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : I think Mr. Patwary has no
ground to complain, Because FEx-Minister Shri Matlibuddin and Shri
Pakhirai Deka have been nominated as the Presidents of the Anchalik
Panchayat, Mangaldoi, I am sorry I could not include the name of Shri

Patwary.

*Shri HIRALAL PATWARY : @izws M. L. A
Atadfts cztata =1 ata) ey, 1208 @aes M4TaE  zq AT |

Mr. SPEAKER : M. L. A. < election = catcatfn =tfza «fca
Sfs cFICN A4 AT |

¥Shri HIRALAL PATWARY : ci= President 13 facag
7% zd Ff@9 tatfaen g faczg 92 s President zHcar 9
zfacz 1 Subdivisional Officer ¥ 723 #faggs  President =49 FIATd
Provision Ff@tg 53 MLL.A. 7 c7@s Afeqgs 515 fram czi@ =12

*Shri GAURISHANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati): Sir, the
oint is that when an M. L. A. comes as an M. L. A., then he is not entit-
Jed to be office bearer. Butif he comes as an ordinary member, then of
course there is no bar for him to be ex-officio member. The contention of
Mr. Patwary is that there is not a single exception where thereis no
single M. L. A, as a member of the Anchalik Panchayat. Even the hon.
Speaker iS also 2 member of the Anchalik Panchayat. But why this ex-
ception is made in respect of Shii Patwary is his point.

®Speech not corrected,
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*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALl AHMED (Minister, Finance, etc.):
That is entirely an erroneous contention, because no where an M L.A. has
been made a member of Ad-hoc Committee, as ex-officio member. I am surprised
that Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya has raised this objeetion.

*Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati): No, no.
[ have only explained it to my friend Shri Hiralal Patwary.

*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: 1 am glad that my friend
Qhri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya has said that he is clucidating on behalf
>f Shri Patwary. He has by -,mp]wuj u.ndcrslmfclmg accepted my views.
. member of his own party is the President of the Anchalik Panchayat.
Now, Sir, it is wrong fo.l' the hon. A\.'Icmb(_%r to say that bY
making nomination to the bodies we have (?nl}’ given consideration o
members of the Congress Party. But at‘luilll‘y we have no idea of excluding
any people. E\_'Cr)'whcrc the party In powel has, to be ’COD-SldCI‘cd. But
Ao¥ heart is big, we are magnanimous. In these nominations we have
taken members from the Communist Party, the Proja Socialist Party
+d there are alsc_> indpenedent mcmhcgs. One mcm.bc_r of the " plosth P,

the Vice-President. Under the circumstances, 1t 1S very unfair for the.
i8 embers to say that we have confined these nominations only to Congress

mcmbch-

. (Voice :—What about Barpeta Subdivision, Sir?)

| I am sorry I could not take the hon. Member as one of the

E‘ Pr‘cs'idents.
#Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): One point for clarificati

% arding Mangaldai. The hon. Minister has asked 3 men to be nomicr?attgg

;chigc-PrC%dent- Shii Pakhil‘a'i Deka (8), Matlebuddin Ahmed (8) and
f Dandlram utta (6).

Shri Dandiram Dutta has been nominated has Vice-President,

+*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Yes. Now my Friend wanted
know why the A4d-hoc Committees have been constituted and the pur cd

el s that actually the work of development which was at stand still in tl;lcéss
| Vicas should Dbedone, with these bodies. If the hon. Member o
& awafe I took special pains to tour all the Subdivisions to get  together l:ial’I
N a embers of the Gram Panchayat and Anchalik Panchayat andgthe 5
ors to S€€ how they coulc! start their work there. They will realis R }(:ﬁi-'

ccrio us they are about giving these facilities to these bodies for the ot

5{' developing those areas and I want that the money provided fi gu:ﬁosc
e should be surrendered and not wasted. It is only for thiso e

f’hat these {ld-/ioc Committees have been constituted, so that we ma dpc:b1 oy
s, during the few months or few days which are left within th'{: prf::?:;:

IYs) ¥ 5
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Shri TARUNSEN DEKA (Nalbary-West) : A5
5 Atiza caatct

TAAAT AeAT Aetaea T e Ast4fs, cordsw ASi4is

3fF AtTFa A4 GfEg ffm tefom wiw aom  fefgem At (TATE OR
wxAR A0z S AT | @2 wca wiaAfE v Aree [wE czrAweE 1SS
491 z=A ?

43 TR A%HF  Astgea rstdfzmw | Rural  Panchayat

fdfoTts Aatem cofa Az At cordeen Tsidfs  Asts  aigre AAls J
Fffe7 | vaztaa afe asza edas fasptr =t CoCAZCA qzwca a4z 9F1
TEtaAlaT 7 Tetdfs At 2

: That

_ *Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance, etc.) : t
= a_lrlght. I_ have got your point. While there were telegrams and letters
in his favour, it was decided to accept this.

The discrimination rests with me. When I got these telegrame and
other person,

letters from the localities supporting one or opposing some be
it is for me to decide who should be accepted and who <hould not )1(1
Anyhow it is wrong for the hon. Members to say that thesc ﬂf)‘}r“_
nations were confined within the Congress Party alone. [ am Vcl-Y{ bgmy-
that A., B., C., could not be made President and therefore he SllOl.lkI (r:om(;
and express a grievance that the Government want to give powel ;?‘rhat
hand and take it away by the other. This appatently is not correct. inist
would have been the case, we would not have made a Comnl b.r
President. We would not have taken so many mcmbt:rs_rccomnmnf‘lﬁt( “3]
the leader of Opposition as members of the Anchalik Pancl}ﬂ)“o give
Kamrup. My friend Shri Bhattacharyya said that if I asked him't .
his suggestion, he would .have done so. :
*Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati): Abnoi
matter of fact, I did pot know that these lists have been given. ﬂms P
c¢omplaining. What1 am saying is this, if the leader of il
who have 7 followers in this house why could not the leader of the
nist party who has got 5 followers in this house, be consulted ? ‘

been

“Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): My point has not

made clear. How many Members have been nominated ? y
-
M. SPEAKER: He says none. ‘ \
4 *g:lr}ileF'AIi_IiRUDDIN ALI AHMED : This is a repetition beI‘ rélgl of 3 \
thoug entire opposition ioni der the lea
Tt OPposition: P group was functioning unde¢
. oo a
~ *Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: We are a distI
group. We do not know what the hon. Speaker would like t _
in this regard.
: : : n |
hélﬁ' % ?_IPEAKER- I want to take a decision in this connection a8 995 ﬁ
e ri. Hareswar Goswami, the Leader of Opposition will come- \ ‘;
— / \ﬂ'{

*Speech not corrected,
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* Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance, etc.):
Till we know the new situation my hon. Friend cannot blame me. If T know
the situation then certainly I shall consult the leaders of the various parties.

Now Mr., Barbaruah enquired as to why these Committees were
constituted. I have said, these commitiees were constituted because the
election will take some time and we thought it necessary that the money
which is meant for the purpose of developing these villages could be given
to the Gaon Sabha panchayats and Anchalik Panchayats for the purpose
of developing during the financial year. That was the main reason and
the hon. Members may have noticed from the Gazette—I think Jast
week’s Gazette—that members of Gaon Sabha have been constituted and
that shows how serious and sincere we are in trying to expedite actions
in all these areas, and I can tell you this m_uch that T am working or
the basis that as soon as possible in any particular area we shall begin
election, it will be our effort to complete the clections as early as possik'e.
We shall cectainly start clection from the month of April and expedited
the whole thing as soon as we can, and I hope during these 3 or 4
months I think Heaven cannot fallif A is the President and B becomes
the member. Ultimately the work is to be done by Gaon Panchayats and
there we have not disturbed the existing units where members  have
been elected through the process of election, and if thatis so, I do not
know why such objections are being raised.

*Sri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri): On point
of order Sir. What all-embracing programimes and schemes ar: there
covering the Anchalik Panchayats which foycgd the Government to cons
titute the Ad-hoc Anohalik Panchayts. By retaining these Rural Panchayats
Government could have done what it has sopght to be done now. From
the proceedings of the Report of the P‘snchallk Padchayats we have seen
that only few amounts have been provided for the development of certain
village or area, or certain tank or pond.

*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED I am afraid my friend
has not realised the importance and significance of the provisions o
the act itself. The day when I convened a meeting at Sibsagar I expected
that my friend would be present there and take part in the Proceedings,
but he was absent ; and if he had been there he would have realised
the importance and significance of the work which is to be done by the
Anchalilk Panchayats and the Gaon Panchayats. I am sorry that when
these meetings are held the members concerned ecither do not take inte -
rest or absent themselevs. Mr. Barbaruah was absent on the Particular
day and now he comes and complains what is to be done, what has been

done or what could Dbe done and so on and so forth. I am sorry about ite

Now secondly some allegations have been made that we have nominated
cattle lifters —~we have nominated some very undesirable elements. My
friend Shri Barbaruah has not given us the name—he has not the courage
to give us the name of the person who is a cattle lifter.

*Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH: Government did not
ask his name. His name is Betharam Baruah.

T = = : o

*Speech not corrected.
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#*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance, etc.):
My information is that this is entircly incorrect. Shri Betharam Barua
is 2 man who is well respected, and a person who does plenty of develop-
mental works and is respected by the people, and so the allegation is
incorrect.

*Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri): But he is
a ‘“‘Garu Chor”,

*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: I think my hon. friend
should call him “Garu Chor” outside and see the consequence. He
should not have the protection of the House. However, so far our
information goes he is a good worker.  Sccondly, will you I’quUCf-’_ a
eertified copy of the judgment that he was convicted for cattle lifting ?

*Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH: May I know whether
@overnm-nt is ready to pay me the cost for getting the certified copy ?

*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : When you make an allcgation
you should substantiate it. 1 think it was Shri Phani Bora who mentioned
the name, May I tell him that Government have No such

information, and he is the President of the Rural Panchayat. He was
pominated because he was the Ex-President of the Rural Panchayat and
resident of the Rural Panchayat he is to

as long a person remains a P _ '
be thcfc agd his name was included not because of any other reason but
2 ' -
because he was the President of the I}ul‘al llPa.nchayat, al’fl_d Id am no:
i icule i nd correc
aware of any fact whether this particular allegation was tou :
y 1 Presidentship. May I tell him

or that he was removed from the Rura Lol
that he was one of the men who was very much respected in. s

locality ?
Shri PHANI BORA (Nowgong): That is why the allegation was
made a gainst him. As he was the President of the Rural Panchayat

so the allegation was not _enquired into, and more so because the
Development Officer of Silchar was also related to that very President.

*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Since this matter
has heen suggssted, may I tell him that this gentleman  had
‘donated - land for the use of the panchayats and this is the property of
the panchayats. I don’t know how my friends say that he has spent
‘the money for his own use. He has donated land for the use of the
panchayats which is becoming the property of the panchayats. Take
~this as ‘information from me.

?Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauheti): Is there
any deed of gift ?

*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALE AHMED : Itis the panchayat’s property.
May Itell thatthis gentleman when he was stabbed during the com-
munal disturbance in Silchar, and he could know very easily the name
of the assailant who stabbed him but he did not disclose the name of the
person and he also did not like the case to be’ started.” : :

#Speech not correated.
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*Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri): Is it not

a fact that the said gentleman was implicated in a rioting case during
the League period ?

*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance, etc.): He
was stabbed only about 2 or 3 years ago. When he was stabbed I went
to see him. He was in a very bad condition. He could have told
the name of the assailant but instead of he said, I am prepared to
die for my own country. Let this matter be stopped amicably and in
amity”’,

My friend may say all these thing now. But when there issuch a
frenzy and if we keep our heads on our shoulders then what would happen.
Some objections have been raised to our method of nomination in the
Municipalities. My friend Shri Nilmoney Borthakur went to the extent
of saying about the nomination of the scheduled caste. I do not know what
he meant by that. If the hon. A\_icmbcl‘ 1s prepared to see that only
two nominations can be given, one either to a schcc_lulcgl caste, or a scheduled
tribe or a backward community and if two nominations are to ke given
either to a scheduled caste or scheduled 11'1_bc the other has to be eliminated.
In this particular case we gave the nomination to a member of the back-
ward community not only because she bclongs to the Ahum community but
also she is a leading woman representative in that area. I thinkit is
really discouraging to find that in this body women are not coming by way
of election. If that is so, it should be the pl‘x{lmplc of Government to _see
that women are nominated when they do not find a place through election.
So, if a woman is given the nomination to such a body I do not know how
my friend can have any objection In nominating such a person who
represents a community.

Our stand js correct and we are proud of the fact ghat it has been possible
for us to nominate a woman member to the Municipality at Dibrugarh. So far
as the other member is concerned, my information is that the tribal
member liyes in Dibrugarh town. Now3 so far as t}_le position at Gauhati
is concerned, 1 was absent when Shri Bhattachrjee referred to it. But
I may inform the hon. Member that the election is due before the end of
April and as the hon. Member is aware that the voters’ list has to be pre-
Pared by the District Magistrate, that is to say, by the District Commis-
sioner, Kamrup. This list can only be prepared on the basic of materials
or facts available in the Municipal Board office. One of the essential
qualifications is that all the residents over 21 years ago, who are assessed,
can be the voters. Then there are other qualifications like graduation etc.,
and for that purpose we have no other material except the Assessment
Register, on the basis of which the voters’ list can be prepared. Now, in
1956 the Gauhati Municipality area was extended and that extended
area has been formed into three wards, »iz., ward Nos; 12, 13 and 14.
Now, so far as the election is concerned, we have to go according to the
Assessment Register which is maintained by the Municipalities and' by
mcluding the names which are contained in that Register neither the District
Commissioner nor the Go\;f:rnmcnt can say that the assessmept has been
made properly. The only thing we are concerned about is that the names
should be in the Assessment Register and whatever names are found in the
I_legister are included in the voters’ list. As I already said, the voters’
list is prepared from the Assessment Register. I received representations
from the Communist Party as also from several persons at Gauhati that the
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names of persons who are entitled to vote have not been incinded in the
voters’ list. Last time when I was at Gauhati I discussed the matter with
the Deputy Commissioner and I asked him about it. He said that the
list was prepared in accordance with the Register maintained in the
Municipal Office. In any case, if people feel that their names have been
omitted, let them file claims and I will see that their names are included,
provided they can satisfy me that they are residents and they possess the
necessary qualifications to be voters. Recently I heard that there were
about 5,000 persons claiming for inclusion in the clectoral rols. That is
a fairly big number and I do not know how many of them have been
accepted and how many have been rejected. T am waiting for a report
from the Deputy Commissioner. It is certainly true that there is some
discontent and agitation with regard to this matter in the town of Gauhati.
I am faced with a situation in which one section of the people do not like
the election to be postponed and there is another section of the people who
are anxious that the election in the Gauhati Municipality should be post-
poned. I do not know what will be the better solution of all these problems
when there is such an acute position and when there is a sharp division in
the town of Gauhati. But I am prepared to discuss the matter with the
hon. Member from Gauhati and the Members who live at Gauhati and
sce how this difficulty can be solved. If the hon. Members advise me that
in the interest of I\Iunicipa] administration the election should bc_pnst‘pml(:d
and some other method should be devised for the purpose of having better
electoral rolls, well I have the power to extent the life of the ‘\"[”.'”.C.”mm'\i‘
upto one or two years. But I do not like to take the responsibility o

extending the life of the Municipality beyond April, 1960 unless the hon.
Members think it absolutely necessary to do so. So, I will convene a
meeting of the hon. Members living at Gauhati and I shall invite the
Chairman of the Gauhati Municipality and the Deputy Commissioncr and

we shall see how a solution can be found out. I suppose, that will meet
the wishes of the hon. Member.

*Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati): I am not
contesting what the hon. Minister has said, nor did 1 criticise the Govern-
ment for any misdeeds of the Municipality. What I submit is that as carly as
on 22nd August, 1956 the Government of Assam had notified that the
Gauhati Municipality arca was extended and according to the notification
three new wards were created. Now, my point is that when the Government
had exterded the area of the Municipality as early as on 22nd August, 1950,
the assessment should have been made in that extended areas. But up till now
the Gauhati Municipality authorities have not made any assessment in that
area. In the whole of ward No.l12 there are about 100 voters. In the
whole of ward No.13 where my house is also situated not a single family has
been assessed, although there are some names in the voters’ list. In ward
No.14 also no assessment has been made. So, my submission is that while
the Government take a policy and which is so very old and when there is
Deputy Commissioner to look after the Municipality and the Municipality
does not implement the policy of the Government and does things which
are apparently and clearly illegal, is it not the duty of the Government to
intervene and see that in a growing town like Gauhati the work of Muni-
cipality is run properly and not haphazardly as is being done in the Gauhati

Mounicipality ?

*Speech not corrected,
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*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): As I
have explained this area was extended in 1956 and so farshis question 18
concerned it is within the jurisdiction of the Municipality’s powers and
we have assumed that this has been so and everything was in order. When
the Deputy Commissioner asked for the list of these assessees in that
particular arca he was not so much concerned to find out whether the
assessment was in order but to get a list of the prepared voters’ list. My
friend will agree with me that we have given sclf~government to those
bodics and we should interfere as little as  possible in  these matters.
We were under the assumption that everything has gone all right. Now
when the question has been raised that the assessment has not been proper,
I think the hon. Member will advise these people to raise the matter
elsewhere.  These things were properly assessed and so far as preparation
of the electoral rolls are concerned, they can proceed on the basis of the
existing asscssment list of the Municipalities. If my hon. friend thinks
that the list has been prepared without the authority as laid down
under the Act. I am prepared to discuss this matter with him and sece
how this difficulty can be overcome. After lhat. discussion it becomes
necessary 1o post ponc the clection, necessary action will have to be taken

*Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati): All right.
I accep tthis. : ot

=:=s[}),ri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: -1 }lope, Sir, I have clarified
this position with regard to all these matters. The hon._ I\'Icmb(:f will _bc
satisfied that we have been moved in these matters not with any ill motive
but with the purpose of giving real power to the people as we intended at
the time of introducing the legislation. Now my friend Shri  Barbarnah is
anxious as to

------------

*Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BORBARUAH (Amguri): What wil
be the life of the existing Ad-hoc Committees, I mean, how long these Ad-hoc
Committees will function ? |

“Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: My friend will please look
into the Gazette. 'There were some criticisms abouat this,

Mrx. SPEAKER : You are taking Chief Minister’s time.
*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: With your

may be given a little more time. I think 'the
remember that I never

permission, I
hon. Member will
gave the assurance that the voting will be by

bal]o?. ARart from the financial ])Oint of view there are other difficulties,
pl:l:actmal difficultics in this matter. In the villages our people are still
1lliterate,

1 It will be necessary for us to take to
in every _village there are 3 to 4 candidates standing for the membership.
'lher.c will be 44 candidates for the membership of the’ Gaon Panchayats.
It will be impossible for us to print 44 symbols.

some simple system. Now,

It is for these reasons the Government thou
let the old system be continued and next time whe
provide education to our people, we might switch
by ballot. We are anxious to have the "elections
this reason some of the rules are going to be amen
expedite the elections. I hop
month to hold the election
otherwite,
tion it will’
May.

ght that for the present
n 1l 1s possible for us to
on the systemm of voting
as early as possible. For
ded in order to help us to
e the rules will be finalized in course of this

much earlier than would have been possible
We have taken steps and I can assure that with your co-opera=
be possible for us to start the election in April and finish it in

= g _"Stntieey

#Speech not correcteds
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+Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): My point has
not been clear. ’I’vaff oizfta bb1 St ARfgA | AR ©F
Stefratse bbl telb A2fEE | 7 bvh ff i e stedtmT F7
frcatet @1 qz4

Mr. SPEAKER: ¢@ff7 1240 fem «it? afm ozw candidates
=z Afsatzfes 1

*Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BORBARUAH (Amguri): In the

course of his speech the hon. Minister has made some allegations
against me. In a certain meeting I could not be present. I want to know
if the hon. Minister is always able to keep his appoinuments ? Can he

attend public mecting whenever invited.
Mr. SPEAKER: citatca

#Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): No it is
not always possible for us. That was not an allegation. He was not
there. Perhaps he was at Nowgong (Laughter).

*Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BORBARUAH: Every man. has got
‘his programme however tiny it -might be. I e
\_//‘ )/ Y (5

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, with your kind permission I would like to participate in .this
important debate. In doing so, it is my first duty to extend our thanks to
all those hon. Members who have participated in this debate, for their
criticisms and their suggestions. Through their criticisms they have drawn
our attention to matters of importance and have also afforded us an
opportunity to explain our views and position on various matters.
Occasional pin-pricks given here and there by some of the hon. Members
if not have done anything have broken the monotony of the debate and
have made the debate enjoyable. Perhaps all of them deserve thanks.

It will be my endeavour, Sir, to discuss all the matters which have
been raised by the hon. Members and express my views. If I fail to
discuss all, more particularly the details, it is not because I do not attach
;mportance to these but because of limitation of time.

Some of the’hon. Members have referred to omissions of certain subjects
in the Governors address. I would submit, Sir, that such omissions are
not because the Governor has not attached importance to those subjects.
The Government policies and views in respect of the many of the subjects
which have not found place in the Governor’s address are too well-known
to the hon. Members through earlier debates and otherwise and it would
have meant only repetition of the same things, and the Governor has made
it quite clear in opening his address that he has left some matters for placing
before the House by the Minister, Finance, obviously meaning the Budget
SRceCh- I can ai)prcmate the hon. Members’ anxiety to hear about new
things and new plans. But I would remind the hon. Members thai for a
country and a State. which has undertaken a planned development, its
programmes must be kept confined to the four walls of the plan.. If the

*Specch not corrected,
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plan is ignored then we say good bye to the plan, and the hon, Members
would agree that it would neither be desirable nor would it lead us to

progress. India has accepted the planned development on the basis of her
experience of the first few years of her Independence.

When some of the hon. Members criticise. that a clear p'cture is
wanting I feel somewhat surprised because the clear picture for the whole
country is there in the Second Five Year Plan almost on all subjects. 1
need, therefore, hardly mention about the need of relating almost all ‘our
activities to the plan. I am very glad that all hon. Members who have
participated in this debate have wciCc)mc.d.thc .improvcd relationships  with
our neighbouring country, Pakistan. I join with them and hope that this
improvement would continue for the best interest of both the countries.

Extension of invitation to the Chinese Prime Minister by our Prime
Minister for a talk in Delhi is consistent to tl.w Policy of peace our country
i pursuing. T am g'ad that the Prime Minister of China has accepted the
invitation. Let us hope that the discussions would be fruitful "and the
territories occupied by China would be v_acalcd. The disappointment which
China has brought to us by their aggression naturally has created a very
poor opinion about the country, Let us hope that good sense will prevail
even at this stage and they would vacate our territories. :

Some of the hon. Members have given their suggestions i:or intergation
of the different administrative units N. E. F. A,, Manipur, Tripura,
N.H T. A. with Assam. I have hardly anything to disagree with this
suggestion. As a matter of fact, I expressed s_imilar views .myself sometime
back. Hon. Members however wauld appreciate that for implementaiion of
this suggestion conditions have to be created through various ways. It
cannot be done in a blurt way. What I mean is that the people living in
these different torritories will also have to appreciate the need of this
integration for common good.

Our Governor made some observations with regard to some improve-
ment in the matter

‘ of major crimes: in our S'tate in 1959, 1 am glad that
a large number of the hon. Members have given credit to the Police for " this
improvement. 1 am however, surprised that a few of the houn. Members

are very anxious to see that no credit goes to the Police for this. To them
I would only say

| ‘‘do not give any credit to the Police, give the credit to
the Village Defence Parties. If you do not give this credit to the Village
Deferice Parties, give the credit to the people. If you do not give the credit
| A ke the credit to you but you have to admit that ‘so far as
major crimes are concerned, 1959 is a better year than 1958, . -

. Some of the hon. Members have raised the question of State language
and absence of any mention about it in the Governor’s address. The
Governor has not ‘mentioned about it in his address because the Govetii=
ment have not taken a decision on the subject yet.” I would however,
mention that Government have not under-estimated its import'ax‘;ée' ‘or the
request that has been made by the Assam Sahitya Sabha and other institu-
tions for declaration of Assemese as the State language. Perhaps -there are
two 1mportant reasons which warrant enactment on a State language.-. The
first is to make the official’ communications easily understandable ~to the
¢ommon: man, and the second is to ' bréak' the  barrier - of language. whicly

et e i S
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now separates the diverse population of Assam. [ highly appreciate the
zeal and enthusiasm_with which the demand for declaration of Assamese as
the State language has been made, more particularly, by the Assamese-
speaking section of our population. Government would prefer to wait till
they get the same demand from the non-Assamese speaking population
for - declaration of Assamesw as a State language. G.vernment
feel ‘that this question should he judged more from the point of
vxcw.of' appreciation and acceptance than from the point of view of majoricy
or minority. If this issue js decided only on the basis of majority or
minolity, Government is afraid that its object would be deiea‘ed.

Suggestions have also been made by some of the hon. Members for
shifting of the capital from Shillong to Ganhati. I would submit that
Government have no such prososal but Government have felt the need of
dispersal of some of the offices and cstablishment of new effices on zonal
tasis. Under that scheme, may be that a large number of oftices will
have to be shifted to Gauhati. It is the intention of the Government to
develop Gauhati to a firstclass city and Government hope that it would
be possible to find funds in the Third Five Year Plan for the purposc.

I highly appreciate the first part of the speech of the hon. Member
from Gauhati, Shri Gaurisank ir Bhattacharyya, in which he discuised the
important problems of the State. I, however,feel that he could have cc:n&
tributed greatly and it would have been for the good of the State if he ha
confined the latter part of his speech also to similar important matters an
left the criticisms relating to some details to somecne-else of his Par}}fé
As a ma:ter of fact, the latter part cf his speech is misfit to the earlicr part
of his speeeh, which I appreciate very much. I would submit Sir, 1 haV-f-_
hardly anything to differ with what he has faid in the earlier part ©

his spccch.

With regard to laad reforms, I feel, Sir, its progress would be very m'uch
dependent on our ability to make the common man conscious of the r1ght
which thislegis'ature has given to them rhrough various legislations. The
House would agree with me that in the matter of land reforms legisla tionl
we have done quite well. It is the implementation part where the snags
have to be removed. Besides other things the greatest snag is the ignorance
of the people of the right which the various land reforms acts have given
them, and also to lack of organisation, I hope, Sir, this deficiency to 2
great extent could be removed by Ol‘ganisatio;j of the Tield Management
Committees and proper running of the same. Both for improvement ©
agricultural production and for land reforms I would seek the co-operation

of the hon. Members to make the Field Management Committee’ Moves
ment a success, g :

'1a};"114g advantage of the ignorance and weak economic power of .the
Fcnanfsd know of efforts on part of the vested interests to_get the tenants
involved In criminal cases and thus defeat the object of various land reform

mcasuresa ‘To counteract this we are considering to issue a circular to al
concerned with the approval of the High Court. i

Fizing of my deadline for cozpleting the implementation of the land
reform m;isur ?)s will not stand for obvious reasons, 1 am however one with
the hon. egl Sl implementation should be speeded up, and I
eount upon the support of the Field Management Committees and  3he
Fauchayats for the sape, ol 3

R, -
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I can assurc the hon. Members that the problem of unemployment
is receiving our serious attention and from our side we are taking every
possible measures to resolve the same. Th= hon. Members would
appreciate that ultimate solution of this problem would be in industrialisa-
tion. Along with it comes the question of iinprovement of communica-
tion, power genertion and like things. Hon. Members would please
appreciate that we are taking all possible measures for the same,

Along with industriali:ation also comes the question of the employment
of the people of the State to the maximum possible exrent in the industties.
The hon. Members are aware of the Government Resolution on Employment
and the ogani-ation that is being set up. I claim, Sir, that in all these matters
we are taking positive steps which are bound to produce results,

I know of some arm-chair critics who endeavour to rule out all our
effirts by saying that these are all cye-wash. They are mcapable of giving
any better suggestion. 1 feel, Sir, instead of wasting any time with these
we shall make a better use of our time for furthering our object. God
save Assam from these types of critics. : :

The Minister for Industries and I have, in the meantime met
industrialists and agency-house reprensentatives with regard to employment
of the people of the State to the maximui _possible extent. T am glad to
inform the House that their response is satisfactory.

With regard to employment of the people of our State in the Central
Government Departments, I may inform the House that I have tak'erg up
these matters with the Prime Minister and other Central Ministers
concerned. I have found th=m quite sympathetic and they are doing all
that within their power to help us.

Along with all these arrangements, requests ard appeals, comes the
question of training of our people so that t}}ey may be useful for the
industries and other lines. We are endeavouring to create more facilities
for technical education. Although we would like to expand more and
more in this direction dearth of teachers for these institutions is standing

as a great obstacle.  This dearth is all over India but dearth in Assam is
more.  We are also endeavouring to organise apprenticeship training in
various industries.

We would intensify all our efforts in this direction.

My colleague, the Minister for Co-operation has intervened in this

debat.e and placed before the House what we have to say about State
Trading. I would, therefore, not take the time of this House by speaking
on that subject. 1 must however cxpress my satisfaction for the support this
House has given for State Trading. Whatever defect exists in it today

should go and the State Trading must be made a success for the goad of
the country.

:"si_r, there are criticism about the nomination to the Anchalik Panchayat,
municipal election and also nominations

to the Municipal Boards. I
hope, my colleague, the Minister for L. S. G. Community Project’s
statement in this House has clarified the Government position. Similarly,
my other colleagues who have participated in this debate have clarified the
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position with regard to the various matters raised in connection with

matter relating it their departments, Therefore, I do not take the time of

this august House by repeating what has been said already. I would how-
ever mention that improvement of railways in this zcne has received attention
of railway Board and in the meantime, if a proper asscssment is made, We
will have to admit that certain improvement has been effected. I would also
like to mention that actual expansion railway line has been taken in hand.
Let me not go to the details for reason of security.

Some of the hon. Members have criticised the absence any observation in
the Governor’s address with regard to Education. I need hardly satisfy hon.
Members with the enormous expansion w hich has taken place in the matter
qf education. Without going into more details the very fact that our Educa-
tion Budget has gone up about 9 time more that it was 10 to 12 years ago
Sh_.OWS.thc expansion that has been made in the field of education. Along
with its expansion naturally large number of problems are facing th_ls
department and these problems would have to be solved, whether it is in basic
education or in technical education or in the multi-purpose schools.” he
hon. Member will have occasion to discuss these matters in _more details at
the time of Budget discussion and also in the Demands for Grants. I W?‘JId’
therefore, not take the time of this august House by going into the details ©
this subject, except quoting some figures.

1958-59 1959 6C

1946-47
as on 31st March 1959

1. Education  Budget  74,00,000 5,17,00,000 5,65,00,000

including  Supple-

mentary.
2. No, of Primary Schools 9,884  Pplains . i 12,446 41
including Junior
Basic,
Hills 2 . 2,494 i
———— e
Total - 14,940
3. No.of M. E., M. V. 511 Plains - i 1,571 L
; including Seénior i
Basic.
It & 214 ‘
Total .- 1,785
4, No. of Aided H. E. ; : : o
Schooel. 187 ' Al
5. No. of Alded 14 ) — 24 o4
" Colleges. J d '
4k L
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jf With regard to development of roads, I want to submit that our
- achievement since the independence has not been mean. 1 substantiate my
statement by mentioning the following figures.

Our road mileage, before the First Five Year Plan was taken up, was
2,655 miles and by the end of the Second Five Year Plan our road mileage
under the P, W. D. will increase to 8,000 miles,

I however appreciate that much more improvement is yet necessary and
there are aveas like the Mizo Hills where the progress of development of
communication has been slow. Unfortunately, that district has certain very
peculiar problems unlike many other hill districts.  For example, although

‘ it is a hill disuict, cannot get stone for surfacing the roads in that district.
Even for the Silchar-Aijal Road stones have to be brought from Jatinga.
I, therefore, submit to the hon. Mecembers of this House that it is the
problems of this nature which have retarded the progress for the devclopment

¢ of commuication in this district. I however hope that this situation would
not remain very long and we have to overcome all obstacles and improve the
communication in that district.

The situation in the Naga Hills has been mentioned in this debate. I
have only to repeat our good wishes to the people of the Naga Hills and we
look forward for the day when peace would prevail and the people there like
the people of the rest the county will think and act more in constructive
lines than otherwise.

There were certain criticisms with regard to the administration in the

North East Frontier Agency. I referred some of these criticisms to the

N.-E.F.A. Administration, and I seex, Sir, your permission to read out the

information which I received from the N.-E.F.A. Administration. But before

I do so I would however inform this august House that this adminstration

has been maintaining very friendly co-ordination with the administration of

Assam and I hope whatever may be the problems existing these problems will
4 no more be there and this House will have no opportunity of raising any:
more criticism against the N.E.F.A. Administration. Misbehaviour by an

odd officer, here and there, I fecl, Sir, should not find place in the delibera-

tion of this august House. Now I read out the niote which I have received:
from the N.E.F.A. Administration.

. “I bave just received your UO at 6 p.nm. We are trying

fy sible, to make our appointments from people in Assam, 5
2 case pf special posts particularly where special technical qualifications are
{ required and where personnel are not available locally, that recruitment is
: made from outside. ~ In such cases recruitment is

: 3 - generally th ha Spe=
cial Selection Board presided over by a Member of the Aszam 11;311;%;:; ascrvr;cc
Commission. ' ] '

, as far as pos-
It is only in the

\ “The Political Officer, Tezu, who is from Assam ha

f for well over 2} years. 1f any incident took place (of v:h?ccﬁn F pii;io:h;ﬁ
information at such short notice) 1t must have been very long ago. Speaking
from memory again most of the Assistant Political Officers are bc.ing recrui-
, ted from amongst peaple of Assam. Although the results ot the recent Spe-
| cial Selection Board for appointment to the Indian F rontier Administrative
| Service do not appear to have been officially

| ; notified, I understand that
( about on_e-_thlrd_ of the Officers recommended for appointment to this, our
top administrative service corresponding to the I,A.S. is from Assam.”’ .

A T e s
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 Sir, the note conti €1t i1

> S5 o pr;:g:?cc::ll flt is completely incorrect to state that the

Administration and that outs'dy fa 1 epinornity o sake part T v
iders are as a rule brought in the recruitment.”

To the contrary oth i :
ot pcrsus;mcl e?{gﬁlnlg:‘bemg equal recruitment policy is always
Administrative Service is conce e S EElon. In so far as Indian Frontier
We have reason to believe thatrf?e-d the statistics below speak for themselves.
tier Administration Service may j:lmlesc representation in the Indian Fron-
cadre of the I.C.S. or I. A. S. cadre ii:efrvcn greater than that in the Assam

Total Numb I
ofPo.u;n cr ’}\m of posts held No. of posts-held Percentage of As-
)}){ officers from by officarst tamese representas
ssam arca outside As tion

1. 1IFAS GRADE—

] 29

9 2 31 per cent

2. IFAS GRADE—

11 15 10 5 G6 do

Recently, there has been further recruitment to th

i : e IFAS aantitg:of

which are still fully to be declared. S the results ©
Out of Cadlic=ca i om theodLILFAL  or 71 per cent so far declared

successful are ASSATIES: - We understand that in so far as even the tota

selection on all India basis 1s concerned in the new recruitment the percen=

tage of Assamese 13 likely to be between 30-50 per cent.

e Educati - i ;
as the Educational cadre is concerned similar position obtains

In so far -
m the Figures below.

as will be fro

he Director of Education is from outside Assam his Assistant

Although t ) St
anently domicile in Assam Sir, the notes continue

Director is Per™

No. of
Total posts No. of posts I t of
al number held by offi- held b)? offi- Acst:;,ﬁ:legg ; re=

Of pOSlS cers
from the cials from tion
Assam area the Assam REASHIIRS
arca
e : Buniadi :
Pl nd: Lecturess Buasdl, [
1. Prinsiksha Bhawan. 2 2 50 per cent
- tOI‘l of SChoo} & 7 {
2, Tnspeé : 7 5 2 71 do.
- ioh School
oasters of HIg : 3
5. Hea d 1 2 33°3 do.
. te Teachexs : 55
4. Other Graduate 16 39 © 29 do.
: { achers 201
o Matt‘l-culatc 're 1G4 37 31 do.
er: 101
ch , 100 ’ ‘T 99 do

6. Under-ma'f ic Tea

'-
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There is lesser proportion of Assamese representation in the cadre of
Graduate T'eachers. Here, although every attempt bas been made to fill
the posts with candidates from Assam there is a dearth of such qualified
candidates as compared with the rest of the country. For the proper
development of education in N.E.F.A. the Administration requires B.'T. or
M.E.D. as a qualification for such Graduate Teachers with preference for
teachers qualified in Mathematics and Science.

Even here, however, where suitable Assamese volunteers are available
this insistence of M. Ed and B.T's is usually waived but in such cases there
must naturally be some other kind of basic ability to compensate,

The Administration will at all times welcome volunteers from Assam
amongst Arts Graduates who posseses the qualifications of M.A. or B. T.
or from Science Graduates who are willing to accept the posts of Graduate
Teachers inside the N.E.F.A. Response to ecarlier Advertisements from
Assamese candidates has been most discouraging.

The hon. Member
He has quoted the p
quotations
matter

from Nowgong has referred to our eviction policy.
i inister als 5 it, Sir, that these
rime Minister also. I must submit, Sir, !

arc out of context and cannot be applicable to our policy. The
which the hon. Member has in his mx_nd just at the moment is
about the eviction in the Mikir Hills. I take this opportunity of explaining

to this House the exact position with regard to this eviction in the Mikir
Hills,

In this conncction it is necessary to give a brief background of the
land problem in the Berbil area of the United Mikir and Ngrth Cachar
Iills District. Thisa ca largely formed part of the Nomati Mauza of
NOWgﬁng Distpict before the constitution of the United Mikir and Nor.h
achar Hills District in 1951. The area was non-cadestral and non-surve=
yed and various classes of people had started coming there, clearing the
land and selting dewn.  Almost all these various elements were encroa-
chers because they had not taken any previous permission of the authori-
ties. On the setting up of the District Council for the United Mikir. and

North Cachar Hills District in 1952 the two Mikir M.L.As. represented
to the Chj

ef Minister that for some years past outsiders had been entering
the Hills and were not only occupying lands in some of the plains Mauzas
of the district but also tending to encroach upon the land under the actual
occupation of the Mijkirs. They requested the Chief Minister to take steps
to stop the entry of the outsiders into the diswrict. In order, however, to
discharge what they considered their moral duty the Mikir Hills District-
Counci] agreed to consider the cases of the displaced persons who had
come into the Borbil area before the United Mikir and’ North Cachar
Hills District was actually constituted for this purpose a survey was condu-
cted and a census made by calling people to assemble at Doboka. It was
found that there were 565 persons with registration certificates as proof of
of their displaced status. The Auton.mous District Council felt that
provision in a cempect block for these 565 a miles at the rate of 6 bighas
per family should he made there. According they allotted an area
comprising of 3390 bighas. A scheme costing Rs.3 lakhs for the settles
ment of these 565 families was also approved but none of these families

took advantage of the facilities because they had rehabilitated themselve
with their own effort, -
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Both wAth a view to providing the Mikirs with land for wet cultivation
and also to provide for the settlement of the 565 families in a planned
manner and also to know the magnitude of the problem a further census
of the displaced persons in the area was taken in 1950. This census
revealed that there were 1774 families claiming displaced status of whom
1024 i'cjimilies could bp accepted as such. This m=ant that there were
approximately 750 families composed of elements other than displaced

ersons. In point of fact both the numbers of displaced families as well
others were far in excess of the number enumerated. At the same time
the Dis}trlct Cogncil was considerably perturbed and agitated at the conti-
nuous infllux of both displaced persons and others and requested  the State
Government all help to evict the encroachers. In order, however, that
the largest possible number of displaced families might be accommodated
it was decided to settle 741 families in the Mikir Hills by reducing the
area of allotment from 6 to5 bighas and including amongst them 79
non-agricultural displaced familics by alloting them 1 bigha of land each.

This allotment was, however, considered insufficient as an economic

holding by the Government of India and the allotment recommended was
400 agricultural families

at least 8 bighas per family. According to this |
and 50 non-agricultural familes could be accommodated in the
District Council had earlier agreed to make

3390 bighas which the _ _
available after considerable persuation. The Government immedid-

tely took up the question  of rehabilitating as many displaced fami-
lies as pOSSiblc outside the district in the circumstances.  various
schemes of settlement of 285 families in the Barapani, Coolie Cossic
Jorabari, Titajuli areas of the Nowgong District and in the Lete-
kujan Grant of the Golaghat Subdivision were formulated and received
the approval of the Government of India. Besides this, the Forest Depart:
ment and P.W.D were told to take on as labourers as ma displaced
persons as would be prepared to work on forest roads or roads made by the
P.W.D. Itwill beseen {from what has bren stated that the Government
has been extremely golicitious about providing alternative facilities for
displaced persons while at the same time sympathising with the position O
the autorities in the Autonomous United Mikir and North Cachar Hills
District. The problem appears to lave become even morc comp'icate
because of the continuous mﬂu:g into the District as the current eviction
operation secem t0 {r}dma.te.. .It is now being said that there would be ap»ro-
ximately 1800 families claiming displaced status and approximately another
1200 families of various oth r groups and categories. It has also been
found that even when some evictions are made and carried out not only
do the same parties re-encroach in the area but are reinforced by 2
furi’;hcf influx. ThlS'Statc of affairs in Sixth Scheduled area is one
which the Government cannot view with any degree of equanimity:
1t is regetted that despite the utmost sympathy and various attempts

he Relief Rehabilitati : :
by the & ation Department and Tribal Are.s Department,
the p.osmon appears to be .that one’ of the enoroachers is prepared to leave,
and in fact, a%hs.fated.ez_arhcr, more and more encroachments continue to
ta].w_placc_. s Isfl_atutudc has also led to jeoparding the cases of the
original 565 ram!ﬁes and out of them 450 families to be selected as well as
285 families %‘: whom arrangements can be made outside the District. - The
dls?laccd families also ¢ pparently refuse to identify the non-displaced families
which make's{thc position even more difficult. The State Government
have full sympathy what the displaced persons but emphasis that in an

.
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Autonomous Hil District, the control over land and the availability of flat
land is of the uravest concern to the District Council. Government also
must give protection to the Mikir jcoyle and make available to them flat
land for cultivation. In the ciicumstances, it js hoped that instead of
placing obstacles in the way of a p'anned settlement of those disptaced
families who are entitled to settlement in the Mikir Hills, it would be
advisable for all persons and parties co-operaiive in this matter. We Wi_“
have to, despite difficulties, continue to extend help to the District Council
While the police will not themselves evict persons or break down any
houses they will have to remain there to sce that law and order is maintain-
ed and the lawful and legal eviction opcrations being carried out by the
District Council are brought to a successiul conclusion.

It appears to me that taking advantage of the backwardness of the
Mikir people there is an organised attanpt to encroach upon the land of
the Mikir Hills to the detriment of the Mikir people. This is a position
which the Government cannot «llow aud therefore whenever any request
to counteract this organised encroachment is received by .the Government
the Governmenr shall have to give due support to the Mikir Hills District
Council with police force.

The hon. Member has also referred to the visit of 1. G, P. to Karim-
ganj. I have communicated the proceedings to the I. G. P. and in fairness
to him and also for the information of this august House I would now read
out the information which I have received from I. G. P '

“During his tour of inspections of Cachar District by the end of
December 1959, I.G. 2. according to_h1s usu.al Practice, mct_ representa-
tives of public opinion of all shades irrespective of party affiliation at the
Circuit House at Karimganj to discuss various problems of security and
law and order and to ascertain from them the suciesses or failures of -police
Admiuvistration in that area. wil

“He never aftended any Congress Workers’ meeting at Karimganj nor
was there any discussion, as such, about the Nowgoug bye election,
“During discussion on various subjects in the Karimganj Circuit House.
L. G, P. was asked scveral questions which he answered and some of them
Il;clfvant to the speech of Shri Phani Bora in the Assembly are mentioned.
clow : 5

({) Corruption—I. G. P. told the gentlemen present that since -thS"
A. C. Branch had been reorganised a considerable progress was made in the
d_ctection of cases in various branches of Administration byt he empha-
sised that this was a Herculean task ard unless the public a¢ large, especially
the intelligentia came forward to active:y help the authorities 'conger‘nc'd'"
progress was bound to be slow. In this connection he. warned those rcsen;i
that India was passing through a very crucial phase ang unless corgxptfoli
and dishonesty ‘in the socicty at large and the administration in - particular
were drastically curbed, the country 2

would go down as in I G. P’s vi i
. : - G. P’s view this
was the gravest internal danger that the nation was facing today. =

of recent history and profit by them. He g ¥ s earn from the lesson,}

ent | ,and ; : to the "emergence of
authoritarian regimes in China and Pakistan and explained how wiﬁe;pread
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prevalence of corruption and dishouesty spelled the doom of their pre-
deeessors. He then said that if democracy in India was 0 be saverd a
sy_prcp}e_nauopai effort must be "made by all concerned to eliminate corrup=
tion wherever it existed,

(2) Cl:lmeﬂe Communist threat (o India—After dealing with the
Pakistan border situation which was progressively improving, 1. G. B
mentioned that the gravest probleir of defer.ce and security had appeared
along the northern boundary of India, especially affecting Assam. He told
these present that in India’s along history this northern trontier never posed
any prqblem of dqfencc or security and it was the first time that the country
was facing it. This was a most formidable fact of hisiory and geography whose
full Il}}pl_lf:_z@thns-must be rcalised and appreciated by the people. In this
context, heé mentioned that Assam was particularly menaced because not only
nearly forty thousand square miles of her territory was being claimed by
Ch,].n,?’ but Chinese Communist troops had committed agpression at Longju in
A‘S;S_arm_ V.Vhlc_h they did not vacate yet. The Chinese Communists werc Pur-
suing a progressively intransigent policy against India and it was not clear
“fhat was going to happen in the near future. In this connecction he, 11-
cidentally, mentioned that Peking Radio had taken prompt advantage of the
results of the last Nowgong bye-election and in its comments had implied
tH4t tHé redults of the Nowgorg bye--clection had provided indirect endor
sérmietit- of théir present policy vis-a-vis India-thercby sugyesting that this
policy was niot wrong. : e

“There was no other réference to the Nowgong bye--clection nov &1y
“political” discussion in that connection.

.~ . Ia the ciréumstances I cannot but cxpress ILY gr
of ‘thé- hén. Members on thé other ride of the Ho
fent have o appréciation of the basic ploblem of the State.
Sir; I éanfiot accept this statement because it is really after appre : :
Basic probléms of the State we have been endeavouring to imprové the
csition of the State, to industralise the State, to find employment for the
ople of the State, to expand the education and all other matters. It
in spite of that they go on telling us o1 charging us like this we are hélpless.
The hon. Member from Nowgong mentioned that we have not been
able to inspire énthusiasms in the people. Sir, I have travelled far and wide
within enr State in the course of 2 years of my office. I did so before
also. If.I have to tell him about my experience theén I will say that each
and every man in the State is full of enthusizsm and want to march ahea
except perhaps a few who arc frustrated and pessimist, I am very SOITY:
Siry 1 cannot help the frustrated and pessimist people. , '

cat surprise when soine
use say that Goverl-
I am SOITY,
ciating the

- Sir, the Government fully a récizté the nééa- of gearing up - the
Gav egnr_nfntﬂ:l_fqae};mery to cope “I?llzh the demand for -eStgétblié‘l'iﬁ'lehfdf a
socialistic Mégﬂr.e' State.  We have been exerting fully to gear up- the machi
n‘“’butlth -1 a matter where it would be wrong to expect very -quick
sl o °P‘331- will have occasion to explain in details somic of thé mea=
sures we pvcies opted for improvement of the Governmeéntal machinery. =

Sir, I have intentionally not gone iite' e s i
: 2 by o gone hito’ detdils to some--of theé matters
Whlch have been r}z;;}jsed like settlement of fisheries. I, however, understand
that dealy. 1n_settlement of some of the fisheries mentioned by the -hon.

m@.’- of: Gauhati was due to certain orders of the Cowmrt, . -

i it

-
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I am glad that all the hon. Members have expresscd sympathy for our
brothers and sisters in Mizo Hills who are now facing a serious food scarcity.
From Government side we are doing our best to meet the situation and we
would continue to do so to the best of our ability. T have also issued an
appeal to the people of the country to come forward with help. I am glad
to inform the House that the Prime Minister has contributed a sum of
Rs.20,000 from his relief fund. I would appeal to the people again through
this august House for liberal contribution to this fund. The situation in
Mizo Hills District would need constant vigilance till the month of ()ctober
next at least, i.c., till the next crop is harvested. I would be failing in my
duty if I do not express my thanks to the Government of India forall the
co-operation we are getting from them to meet the situatjon. ' 2
our Mizo brothers and sisters that this Government
State, will not {ail them in rendering all possible help.

I also assure
and the people of the

Sir, if’ T may submit from whatever little experience I have gained as a
) Y 030 and &

humble worker of the Great Congress Organisation since 1930 and in this
office I would venture to say that the future of Assam is bright, safe and
prosperous provide we do not negiect two very important matters, namely :

(1) We must be able to form an united community of all the people
living in Assam and this would be possible only through mutual respect and
appreciation between all sections of the people, and

~

(2) We have to give much greater a‘tention for economie progress and
development both in the agricultural and industrial spheres,

If this responsibility is entirely left to the Government our progress
naturally would be slow.” Therefore, let the responsibility e shared by the
Government and the people equally.

. L would appeal to all thc Members of the House for their full co-opera-
tion 1 these two important matters.

. L.et us proceed with optimism and not with Pessmism and with a deter-
mmayon to overcome all difficulties and make Assam  great and prosperous
;0 toat she might occupy the groper place in our great cohntryﬁ-—_-]\%g;hi:r

JAI HIND
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This morning I made certain obscrvations about the meeting at Tangla
relating to State Trading, and iny obscrvation was based on the letters
received from Shri Raineswar Sharma  Hon’ble Member Shri Patwari
told me that he has been sorry for my observations. 1 accept his statement
that some body wanted to move a resolution for the fi ¢ of Rs.10 for selling

addy to the Co-operative. What I stated this morning was based on this
etter, 1If you disire I may place this letter on the table of the house.

Mr. SPEAKER Now, there are 3 amendments. I hope some of
them are withdrawn after hearing the Ministers. The first amendment
is from Shri Khagendranath Barbaruah.

__8hri KHAGENDRANATH BARBARUAH (Amguri): I am not
withdrawing it,

Mr, SPEAKER: The serond amendment is by Maulavi Tajuddin
Ahmed.

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari): I am not withdrawing.

Mpr. SPEAKER: The third amendment is frcm Shkri Gaurisankar
Bhattacharyya.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYA (Gauhati): I am also
not withdrawing it.

Mr. SPEAKER : Then I put the amendments one by one.

AMENDMENT 1. Th-= question is that at at the end of the motion
moved by Shrimati Jyotsna Chanda, M. L. A., the following be added.

¢«But it 18 regrcttab!e that there is no proper apprecia[_ion in his
address.

»

(1) that in constituting the Adhoc Committees and areas of Anchalik

Panchayats, great injustice has been done o t ople and their
opinion has not been taken ; Higidocal popt 4

(2) _zl}_:at the State Government has not moved the appropriate guarter
for provi "‘1_8' amenities and facilities to the P !ssengers in the trains and for
extension of railway line to the areas not touched by the existing lines ;

(3) That hc’ Government has failed to maintain parity of prices
between consumers’ goods and agricultural products ;

(4) that his Government has not taken any specific step to move the

Central Government for integration of N.E.F i
Tripura, etc. ; and g o E.F.A., N, H. T. A., Manipur,

(5) about the growing unemploviy. i
e o solmiog'?_ymem problem in the State and its

(The question was negaiived),
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Mr. SPEAKER: Now the second amendment moved by Maulavi
Tajuddin Ahmed.

The question is that at the end of the motion moved by Shrimati
Jyotsna Chanda, M.L.A., the following be added.

«But the Assembly regrets that the address of the Governor does not
indicate a clear policy of the Government ;

(1) to give real power at the hands of the basic masses through

Panchayat Raj ;

(2) to root out corruption, nepotism, red-tapism and wastage of public
money in all stages of administration ;

(3) to effectively check the growing unemployment problem in the
State ;

(4) to complete the necesiary land reform measures and rehabilitation
of the river eroded and displaced people ;

(5) to create a firm foundation for a sclf-generating and egalitarian
economy in the State ;

(6) to stop further taxation upon the Poor people of the State :
and

(7) to salvage the basic education in the State from the present
deplorable condition”.

HOUSE DIVIDED
Ayes—10

1. Shil Phani Boras 6. Shri Khogendra Nath Barbaruah

2. Shri Gaurisapkar Bhattacharyya. 7. Shri Ni‘moncy Borthakur.

3, Shri Ghanashyam Talukdar. 8. Dr, Srihari Das.

4. Shri Hiralal Patwary. 9. Maulavi Tajuddin Ahmed.
5. Maulavi Jahan Uddin Abmed. 10, Shy; Tarun Sen Deka.
[ —
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Toes—50

1 Shn Bimala Prasad Chaliha.
2 Capt. Williamson A. Sangma,
3 Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.
4 Shri Rup Nath Brahma,
5 Shri Kamakhya Prased Tripathi.
6 Shri Hareswar Das,
7 M. Moinul Haque Choudhury.
8 Shri Mahendra Nath Hazarik:.
9 Shri Biswadev Sarma.
10 Shri Takhika Ram Das.
11, Shri Larsingh Khyriem.
12 Shri Girindra Nath Gogoi.
13 Shri A. Thanglura.
14 Pu. Lalmawia.

15. Shri Sai Sai Terang.

16 Maulavi Abdul Matlib Mazumder

17. Shri Bhuban Chandra Pradhani.
18. Shri Bishnu Lal Upadhyaya.
19. Shri C. Chunga.

20. Shri Dandeswar Hazarika.
21. Shri Dhirsingh Deuri

22, Shri Durgeswar Saikia,

23. Shri Dwijesh Chandra De Sarm
24. Dr. .C‘%hax'aéshya‘r{lxl)gs_.

25. Shri Gouri Shagkar Roy.

26. Shri ﬁarigﬁgaygq: Baruah.

27
26
29.
30.
o1,

32.

33.
34.

5.

3
36.
37.
38.
39.
40,
41
42
43
14
4%

47
48

Qe

. Shri Indreswar Khaund.
. Shri Maham Singh.
Shri Joga Kania Barua
Mrs. Jyotsna Chanda.
Shrimati Lily Sen Gupta
Mahadev Das
Mody K. Marak.
Mohidhar Pegoo
Mohi Kanta Das.
Molia Tati
Narendra Nath Sarma
Shri Omeo Kumar Das
Shr mati Padma Kumari Gohain.
Shri Purnanda Chetia.
Shri Radha Kishan Khemka.
. Shri Ram Nath Das.
. Shri Ramnath Sarm.
. Dr. Dr. Ram Prasad Chaubye.

. Shri Sarat Chandra Goswami.

- 46. Shri Sarbeswar BorJoloi.

. Shri Siddhi Nath Sarma.
. Shri Tamijuddin Prodhani.

"49. Shri Tankeswar Chetia.

50,

Mrs. Usha Barthakur.

(Fhe question was ne zatived). .
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Mr. SPEAKER : Now amendment No.3 I put the question: The

question is that at the end o' the motion of Thanks moved by Shrimati
Jyotsna Charda, M. L. A., following be added :—

“But the Assembly regrets that in the Address of the Governor there is
no clear enunciation of a policy of the Government.

(1) to take up and complete the urgent land reform measures within a
pecified period of time

(2) to quicken the pace of industrial development in the State :

?
(3) to improve the transport system in the State ;

i

(4) to rchabilitate ihe displaced persons ;
(5) to solve the growing uremployment problem in the State 3

(6) to cleanse and gear up the Administrative machinery in conformity
with the ideal cf a Welfare State ;

(7) to enlarge and adjust educational facilities and arrangements to

cope with the growing needs of the people in spheres-social, economic and
cuitural ; and

(8) to create a firm foundation for the growth ar}d development of an
united community of people in Assam on the basis ofa self-generating
and socialistic economy.”’

(The question was negatived)

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 now put the main resolution :

“That the Members of the Assam Legislative Assembly assembled in

this Session are deeply grateful to the Governor for the address which he

?;(?(?EI’] pleased to deliver to this House assembled on 26th February,

(The Motion was put as a question adopted )

o ADJOURNMENT

The Assembly was then adjourned till 9 A. M. on Fri h
March, 1960. - riday, the 4t

] R. N. BARUA,
Sectetary, Assam Legislative Assembly.



