


Proceedings of the Ninth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the Second General Election
: under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
P "4 Constitution of India

: The Assembly met in the Assembl

y Chamber, Shillong at 10 A.M., on
Monday, the 10th October, 1960.

™ PRESENT

Shri Mohendra Mohan Choudhury, B.L., Spaaker in the Chair, Seven
Ministers, three Deputy Ministers and Seventy-cight Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
= STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Shifting of Headquarters of Sub-Inspector of Schools attached tg
L. P. Schools of Dharmapur, Khetridharmapur and Pakowa
‘ Mouza of Nalbari

Shri TARUN,SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked:
*14. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is fact that one School Sub-Inspector has been
i posted solely for the L. P, Schools of Dharmapur, Khetri-
dharmapur and Pakowa Mauza of Nalbari ?

(b) TIf so, why the officer concerned has not been ordered to
keep his office within the area mentioned above ?

=5 (c) Why the officer is maintaining his office outside the area ?

e, (d) Whether Government are aware that the Deputy Minister,
Education was requested for more than once by the ques-
tioner, and the local people to shift the present office of the
said Sub-Inspector, within the area he seryes ?

() If so, what steps Government propose to take to shift the
said office ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Education) replied :

14. (a)—VYes. £
" (b) & (c)—For facility of adrmms'fration, the headquarters of the
said Suh-Inspector has been kept at Nalbari. Y

~ % N (d) & (e)—Yes, but it is preferred to keep the office at Nalbari for
~ facility of administration for the present.
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’
%\ UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
- ‘ 3
T (To which answers were laid on the table
.Scheme for establishment of Agricultural University in the State
Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katenigaon) asked :
b 17. Will the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that all the States of India except Assam
i has undertaken schemes for establishing Agricultural Univer-
sity with the help of T. C. M. ?
(&) If so, why the Assam Government has not undertaken any such
- Scheme till now ? '
> T
() Whether there is any contemplation of Government to start an
Agricultural University in the State in near future ?
3 (@) Whether Government propose to start an Agricultural Univer-
1 sity along with Assam Agricultural College from the. next
§ year ?
. (¢) Whether Government have undertaken any scheme to introduce
| refresher course in Tea for which the Indian Tea Association
had offered some financial help ?
. " M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture)
| replied @
17. (a)—No.
2y
(b)—Does not arise.
: (¢)—Not for the present.
: (d)—No.

(¢)—A scheme to introduce refresher course in Tea is under
consideration.

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : Sir, the answer to ques-
tion No.17(a) is No. = May I know from the Government whether it is
a fact that according to the recommendation of the Indo-American
team on agricultural research and education, an Agricultural University

~.<as started at Rudrapur in U. P. on 7th of July last ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The question No.(a)
rclated to all the States ; so the answeris No.  But so far as the present
supplementary  question is concerned, Government has come to know
that U. P. Government is contemplating to start a Rural University at
“Rudrapur in U. P., but whether it has already heen started or not is not
known to us,
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Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaoen) : Sir, in
answer to () it has been stated that a scheme to introduce refreshercourse
in Tea is under Jconsideration. May I know from the Governmrnt when
the consideration will be finalised ? .

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The answer can only be
given by the Government of India. The scheme is under consideration of
the Government of India at present. ;

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) : May I know from
the Minister about the offer made by the Tea Board ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The offer made by the

Tea Board was accepted by us and ultimately it went to the Govern-

ment of India. But the Government of India had suggested considerable

change in the schenie. Rg:cent]y we had a discussion- with the officers

- of the Government of India and we had already sent or within a day or
two we will be sending the new proposals.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARI : gwsiy aaifis  Af<wal
o[d qTACT FIHACA (TG FAAC?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : ©RRGI TR
Fq (AL |

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI : What is the new proposal ?

v/ M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : It would not be prop r
for me to discussa subject which is under consideration, the details of
which needs agreement by Government of India and ourselves. It is in
the stage of correspondence.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI : Is it not a fact that the Tea
Board has not accepted the terms offered by the Government of Assam P

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The original terms offered
by them were not accepted by the Government of Assam. Later on certain

proposals were formulated in agreement but those were not accepted by the
Government of India,

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI ; Why the Tea Board’s proposal -

was not accepted

TN
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture) :
If the terms of the Tea Board were not conducive to the

interest of the
people of Assam, naturally that would not be accepted.
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Settlement of land at Bolarbhita jn Bornagar Circle

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) as'ed :
18. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state—

(a) Since when the settlement of land at Bolarb]

g . . 3 lita in BOI‘nagar
Circle is pcndmg with Land Settlement Advisory Come
mittee, Barpeta ?

(b) What are the recommendations of the ILand Settle

* 2 . e men
Advisory Committee, Barpeta in this matter ? t

(¢) Whether those recommendations haye been accepted ?

(d) If not, what is the reason ?

(¢) Whether Govcrnpment Propose to settle the land before the
end of 1960 ¢

\ Shri HARESWAR DAS (Revenue Minister) replied:

18.. (a)—It was pending for about 9 (nine) years,
b)—The Land Setilement Advisory Committee, Bar in i
meeting (held on 3rd June 1960 recommendeq senle;ﬂc}:’lt[%?a]aﬁldns
Bolarbhita upto the extent of 12 bighas eacpy with deserving applic %
in the following order of preference :— T
(1) River eroded people of the 1g¢
(2) Local landless people,
(3) Genuine Refugee occupants,

ality.

()—Yes.
(d)—Does not arise.

—The Settlement Officer, Kampy has already e
5 settle((i)ii,nd at Bolarbhita early, P has already been dirsctsq
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f GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog): In reply to (e)itis
. statﬁghtilat the Scttlement Officer, Kamrup has ajready been directed to
settle land at Bolarbhita early. May I know when the direction was given
to the Settlement Officer ? _

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): On 28th July.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR : Whether this direction has been
carried out ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: It is on 28th July.

Inclusion of Flood affected families of Barpeta Subdivision
in a Panchayat

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) asked:
19, Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state—
(@) Whether it is a fact that about 500 flood affected families of

Barpeta Subdivision have been rehabilitated at Jaljali of
Chaygaon Circle during last two years ?

(6) Whether it is a fact that they are not within any Panchayat
upto this time ?

() If so,. whether Government propose to include them in. a
Panchayat ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

19. (a)—320 flood affected families from Barpeta Subdivision have
been rehabilitated at Jaljali during the last two years.

(b)—Yes.

(¢)—Yes, they will be included in Panchayat in due course.

Conversion of Local Board Bungalows into Public Works
Department Bungalows

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUEKDAR (Sorbhog) asked:

20, Will the Minister-in—chm’gc of Public Works Department (Roads
and Buildings) be plea-ed to state—

(a) Whether the Local Board bungalows will be converted to Public
Works Department Bungalows ?

(6) If so, when ?

¥

FS ST AL ST INE W e o
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Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Deputy Minister, Public Works
Department (Roads and Buildings)] replied :

227

20. (a)—The proposal is under examination by the Government.

(b)—These will be taken OvVer, as soon as

Eoalied the proposal is
nalized.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) .
it is stated that the Proposal is under examinatio

May I know when the Proposal will be finalised ?

=

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI :

In reply to (a)
n by the Government.

It will take some time,

1Shri HIRALAL PATWARI (Panery): “Some time” vaguc term.
It may be one week or one month or one year.

Mr., SPEAKER : You may interprete it as you like,
Conversion of the North Trunk Road into a National Highway

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked :

21. Will the Minister-in-charge of P. W. D. (R, & B.) be pleased to
state—

(a) Whether the North Trunk Road will
National Highway ?

(b) If so, when the work will be started ?

(¢) What will be the total cost ?

be converted into a

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Deputy Minister, P, W, D.
(R. & B.)] replied :

21. (a)—The conversion of any road into a National Highway is the
policy of the Government of India and no action can be taken without their
approval. .

(b)—Does not arise.
(¢)—Does not arise.

*Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta):
sion of any road into a National High way
of India and no action can be taken without thejr approval”. . May I know
whether this Government js pressing upon the Government of India o
their approval ?

*Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI . Yes,
several times.

*Shri GHANASYAM TALUKDAR :  Whether the Government
of India have approved the conversion of the North Trunk Road into
a National Highway ?

The reply o (a) is “the conver-
15 the policy of the Government;

Sir, we have done so

#Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI :

"The Government of India have
not yet apProved the scheme,

TSpeech not corrected,
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Shri
(R & B)]: I want notice, Sit.

*Dr. GHANASYAM DAS [North Salmara (Reserved for Sche-

duled Castes)]: May I know whether any survey was made in this con-

nection with a view t0 convert it into a National Highway ?

#Shri GIRINDRA NATH G-OGOI : A survey was made from North
Imara to the Barhmaputra bridge approach for which Rs.46,000 was

r

Sa

sanctionec_i.
*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): May I know what
are the main reasons for Government of India not approving the scheme ?

*Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI : No reasons have been

given.
*Shri PR_ABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East): Does
inister know that a portion of this road has already been

the Deputy M

approved, viZ- from the Brahmaputra bridge to Chutiapara ?
#ghri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI : Only the approach road to

the Brahmaputra pridge, which will ultimately be joined to the National

Highway. :
Shri HIRALAL' PATWARI : w8t wosteca @it o4 C(FHIT
St @b fafca cwien wipfa wIced Tl dfecs 42

padFia® 2
F czpl faaea ?

CFAD Gf?ft

#Shri B!IYIALA.. PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : May I
clarify the Position, Sir ? The proposal is pending with_the Government of
India. But pending conversion of - this road into a National Highway

nt of India have helped us considerably for meeting the financial

Govcrnmc >
requirements of this road.

Regarding Suspension of Toll collection on Kairara Bridge in North
Trunk Road.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY asked :

92, Will the Minister-in-charge of P.W.D. (R.& B.)be pleased to

state.-—- .

(a) Whether it is a fact that the flood affected people of North
Kamrup represented to the Chief Minister to abolish or at
least to suspend collection of tolls on Kairara Bridge on

103 HIILES of North Trunk Road ?
(b) Whether Government arc aware that these people are suffering
heavily as they are to pay toll for their usual and necessary
movement ?

.-—-—--——7
; #Speech not corrected,

GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Deputy Minister, P. W. D.
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(¢) Whether Government propose to%uspend toll collection on the
said bridge for the present” due to extremely distressed

condition of the peasants caused by continued floods and
droughts ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Deputy Minister, P. W. D.
(R. & B.)] replied : :

22. (a)—No such representation appears to have been received by the
Government.

(b)—Government have not received any complaint to this effect
so far.

(¢)—This does not arise in view of the Government decision which
reads as follows—

“In the matter of the abolition of tolls of bridges, it was decided that
in areas which are not served by rails, tolls would not be realised on the
road bridges. On this principle and basis and after examination of the
memorandum it was decided that tolls on the _Borgong, Ranganadi e
Dikrong bridges will not be charged from the expiry of the period of the
current leases’. _

*Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHUADHURY (Nalbari-East) :
has been replied in (a) that no such representa_n.tion was received
ment. May I know whether the Deputy Minister before givin
ascercained from the Chief Minister whether he personally
representation during this 1959 visit after the floods ?

It
by Govern-

g this replY
received g

*Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: It was enquired in the
Minister’s Secretariat and ascertained that no
was received.

Chief
such representation

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY : _With regard to reply
to (c), I want to know under which section of the Indian Tolls Act or the
rules made thereunder this toll has been levied ?

*Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI : I cannot

quote the relevant
section. In my reply I have quoted from the Governme

nt decision,

*Shri MAHENDRA BORA (North Lakhimpur) M e
whether Government have decided anything with regard to the Buroi bridge
which was opened on 1st August ?

*Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI : How does that arise ?

Shri TARUNSEN DEKA (NalbariWest): % corboms,
4P it
¥ 'shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: &fars decision.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY -

AGTL
B wey g warle Toll suspense FEE F ygiclvs wen  zweafy ?
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The Assam QOfficial Language Bill, 1960

_Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg leave to introduce the Assam Official Language Bill, 1960

Mr. SPEAKER : Motion moved is that leave be granted to introduc¢
the Assam Official Language Bill, 1960.

.U JORMANIK SIEM [Nongpoh (Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes)] : M. Speaker, Sir, we have been supplied with a copy of the
Bill in its present form only this morning. The Bill that was circulated
before was quite different from the present Bill. May I, therefore, request

the hon._Mover of the Bill to give us some time to consider the Bill gad
assess all its implications ?

Shri A. THANGLURA [Aijal-West (Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes)] . Mr. Speaker, Sir, I, as the Chairman of the Council of Action
of the All Parties Hill Leaders’ Conference, strongly oppose the very principle

9f this Bill and, as such, we cannot be a party to, and must OpPPOSE; the
introduction of this Bill,

. Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): On a point of order
Sir. The motion before us is to grant leave for introduction of the Bill.
When the House grants leave, the Bill will be before us, and only then
my Friend Mr, Thanglura can make his observations.

. Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati): On a
point of order, Sir. May I draw your attention to Rule 70 of the Rules
of Procedure of this House, which covers the motion for leave to introduce
a Bill'? ‘Tt states <ifga motion for leave to introduce a Bill is opposed,
the Speaker after permitting, if he thinks fit, a brief explanatory state-
ment from the member who moves and from the member who opposes the
motion, may, without further debate, put the guestion thercon™. NO']N’
here, for whatever reasons it may be, one hon. Member has oppesed - the
very motion for leave to introduce the Bill. This rule provides that bef’ort}
the hgm. Member who opposes: is allowed to speak, the h?"-_ Mover'O
the B{]l ShOUld be giVen an opportunity to explain WhY he 1s mtroducmg
the Bill now, why it was not circulated before, and so on and so forth
and after hearing him, the hon. Member who opposes it may make his
Submission. May'I, therefore request you to ask the hon. Member who
has introduced the Bill to-make his explanatory statement first ?

Mr., SPEAKER : Yes, I quite agree with what Mr. Bhattacharyya
says. The rule is very clear on this point. When a motion for introduc-
tion of a Bill g opposed by another hon. Memher of the House, the
Mover of the motion should make a brief explanatory statement. After
hearing him the hon. Member opposing the introduction may make his

observations. After that, the question will be put. I would, there[‘ore,_

request the Chief Minister to make his explanatory statement first.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Mf;
Speaker, Sir, Iam moving for leave to introduce this Bill under RtllFlﬁ
of the Rules of Procedure and Concuct of Business in the Assam Legisla-

¢ive ‘Assembly, No time-limit is fixed under the Rule for submission ©f .
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the Bill. Nevertheless, I am sorry, Sir, that this Bill could not be
circulated earlier, As you know, this official language issue has raised a
lot of discussions. So, it was our  earnmest effor: to present before this

House a Bill with a formula that would satisfy the largest number of
pe()p]g. :

With this end in view we had to carry on discussion and delibera-
tions which took a long time. That is the reason for which I could not
arrange to send this bill to the Assembly Secretariat earlier. You will
agree with me Sir, that this delay in submission of the Bill the Particular
Rule does not prevent me from asking for leave to introduce the Bill,

Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbari (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)]: Mr. Speaker Sir, in support of_the motion of my
Friend Shri Thanglura, opposing the leave for introduction of the Official
Language Bill, 1 would like to make a very brief observation. Sir, as you
know, this is a very very important Bill and there has been lot of controvers
regarding the very principle of it. We have just now heard from the
hon. Mover himself that due to lot of controversy regarding the

‘question of Official Language a series of discussions with the representa-

tives of the various parties, groups and linguistic communities had to
be arranged in order to find out a solution as might be acceptable to a]l.
Sir, you will please agree with me when I say that even now there is
still lot of controversy about it. Neither the principle nor the provisions
of the Bill are acceptable. Of course, it is not an opportune moment for
me to gointo the details of the provisions of the Bill at this stage.

U JORMANIK SIEM [Nongpoh (Reserved for Sched_uled Tribes)] :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, on a point of order, as I oppose introduction of the Bill,
itis as my right to reply. : :

Myr. SPEAKER : You only wanted to defer the discussion of the Bijl
for shortage of time.

Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA . Sir, as stated already, the
hon. Mover himself has admitted that there is controversy regarding
the very principle of the Bill. As we shall have opportunity to go into
the details of the Bill later on I do not propose to deal with it at present.
However, I am sure you will agree with me, Sir, when I say that apart
from the principle even the main provisions of the Bill will not be accep-
table to the various. linguistic groups who have different view points. It
is not definitely acceptable to the Hills people nor will it satisfy the People in
the Brahmaputra Valley. I and my people are strongly opposed to the very
principle of the Bill. Iam also opposed to the manner 1n which this Bjll
has been sought to be introduced in this House. In view of lot of con-
troversy and having failed to find out an agreed forl:pu{a the Government
should have not taken hasty action to introduce thqe Bill in this manner. In
such circumstances the (iovernment should have, in the first .instance, taken
action to publish the Bill and see how the people re-act on it. Apart from
the controversial view on this question, I would like to submit, Sir, th_at
no Bill on Language and on religiop shou_ld be allowgd to be introduced in
this manner. The hon. Members mclud1r_1g you, Sir, will agree that the
language and the religion are the most important fundamental rights of
the human being.
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This being a fandamental question no decision should be made on this,
on the basis of the majority or the minority. Decision on this can be ‘made
only by mutual agreement. It should also be remembered that it 1s the
language which ties up the people together. ! |

Sir, as stated earlier, I am not going into the details of the }:31]1 to
day. Since the hon. Members have received the copies of the Bill this
morning they will now able to study the provision of the Bill and I am sure
after going through the Bill they will realise that it is going to be one of the
most damaging piece of legislations. The Bill as presented mow will

adversely affect the harmonious relation of the various people of the
State. Sir, I shall have opportunity to substantiate my contention when the
Bill will be discussed. At this stage I would make an earnest request to the
hon. Members kindly to go through the details of the Bill very carefully.
After carefully %oing through the provisions of the Bill, I am sure, they will
realise that the/Bill will bring about emotional disintegration among the
different sections of the people of the State. This Bill secks to create
linguistic districts. Sir, we have had enough sufferings by going for linguistic
State. We should not, therefore, welcome more sufferings by going for
linguistic districts. I am therefore, unable to welcome this Bill. As I have
said, Sir, even without knowing the implication of the Bill, not only the
Hills people but other people also, as we learn their opinion through the
press, will welcome the Bill. Government should have not, therefore, taken
hasty action to introduce the Bill in the manner as it has been done to day.

With this brief obser

. vation, Sir, I oppose the motion to introduce this
important Bill. :

. Mr, SPEAKER: I put the question. The question is that the leave
. to introduce the Assam Official Language Bill, 1960 be granted,

Capt. WILLIAMSON A SANGMA [Phulbari (Reserved for

Scheduled Tribes)]: As a protest against the introduction of this Bill
we walk out from the House,

(At this stage Capt. Williamson A. Sangma, U Jor Manik Siem, Mr.
Henry Cotton, Mr. Pu Lalmawia, Mr. A. Thanglura Mr. Emerson Momin,
Mr. €. Chhunga and Mr. Nallindra Sangma, left the House).

Mr. SPEAKER :

I put the question that the leave to introduce the
Assam Officia) Language g 3

Bill, 1960 be granted.
(The question was adopted).

Shri BISWANATH UPADHYAYA (Patharkandi) .

: : As a protest
nst introduction of this Bill I also walk out of the House,

agai

(Shri Upadhyaya left the House).

Mr. SPEAKER: T think the second motion is not at all necessary as
the Rule says that if such motion is carried the Secretary shall read the

title of the Bill and the Bill thereupon shall be introduced. Therefore, the
Bill is introduced. '

(The Secretary, Legislative Assembly read out the title of the Bill),

"-'«a-.-#.‘]
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : My, Speaker
8ir, while thanking you for permitting me to introduce the A

ssam Official
Language Bill, 1960, I would like to make some observations.

The question of Official Language for the State of As
engaging the minds of the people for a number of years past. Several
times it was raised on the floor of the Assembly and has been widely
and frequently discussed in the Press and on the platform. During the
last few years, several States in India have decided upon their respective
Official Languages and therefore this question naturally I}as assumed some
urgency and importance in Assam also. In view of its Pre-occupation
in various developmental programmes and other urgent matters it was
not so long possible for the Government of Assam to take up this question.
But meanwhile, public opinion grew in intensity and volume and the
matter was again raised in all seriousness in the last Budget Session of _the
Assembly. At that time, I stated on the fAoor of“tl?é“‘Housc that the Govern-
ment would prefer to wait till the demand for making Assamese as the official
Language of the State comes also from the non-Assamese speaking districts.
By that I never meant any veto power to be given to the non-Assamese
speaking communities in this matter. _What T desired was the.l_argest
possible measure of agreement among different linguistic communities. |
believed, and do still believe, that was a rational and correct democratic
approach towards this question.

sam has been

There was, however, a mixed reception to my statement and some
amount of misunderstanding also took place in some quarters, Sul_nsequently,
the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee made a recommendation to the
Government in which it was made absolutely clear that although Assamese
was to be made the Official Language of the State tl

1ere should be pg
imposition whatsoever on the non-Assamese speaking districts and that
there must be adequate safeguards in the matter of employment,

etc., etc.
for the linguistic minorities. I did not think that Assam Pradesl} _Congress
Committee recommendation was in any way contrary to the spirit of the
statement that I earlier made on the floor of the House, and therefore, on
23rd June, 1960, I made an announcement that the Official Language Bill
would be introduced in this Session of the Assembly more or less on the
basis of the recommendation of the Assam Prosiesh Con_gress Committee.
This statement again received a mixed reception. While the people of
Brahmaputra Valley generally welcomed the statement, the people of Cachas
and some ofthe autonomous hill districts resented it.

resented: it So for) our, Storeti
concerned diversity is her beauty and again diversity is her difficulty, -~

On the other hand, I am sure tlllat th_e Members of this House w
with me that in the situation _prevailing in the State toda
desirable to postpone a decision on this question. F
roused and sentiments played up and the State has p
unfortunate and tragic happenings. We deeply regret
have brought shame and disgrace to the fair name of ¢
be very clearly understood by all concerned that pr
but made more complicated by the kind of agitati
recently in this State and in a dem'ocracy questions a
other than democratic and parliamentary. Such

! lawlessness will not be tolerat?d in I'un.,n-c and Govern
put down with a firm hand violence in any form an

(3

! ill agree
Y 1t is no longer
motions have been
assed through some
the incidents which
his State. It should
oblems are not solved
on that has taken place
re not decided by means
violent agitations and
ment is determined to
d to maintain law and
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order ‘at any cost. I hope and trust that the people have learnt enough by
now and realised that an amount of damage these disturbances have cau‘gcd
to us socially, economically and in fact, in all aspects of our public life.
Even the cause of language has thereby suffered a severe set-back. In the
sphere of development progress has been held up and I do not know how
Tong it will take us to make up the great loss we have all suffered. Let me
hope that nobody will do anything henceforward either directly or indirectly
‘that might help to create a situation of violence once again. I would
appeal most earnestly to everybody, the public and the Press, the parties
and their leaders to do everything possible to see that law and order 1s
maintained and amity and fellow feeling between the various communities
is speedily restored.

I do realise that the question of the Official Language continues to
agitate the minds of the people. Tt appears as if all attention has been S
diverted towards that question only and as a result all other work continues L
to suffer. This State has embarked upon an ambitious programme of .
industrial and economic development. All our projects under the Second
Five Year Plan have to be completed soon and we have to strive hard for
making greater and more vigorous efforts to make the Third Five Year Plan
a success. A backward State like Assam must give the highest importance

\and most of its attention to the question of development. We can hardly
waste our time and energy in other matters. But if this question of Oﬂflcugl
Language continues to engage the attention of the people the wav 1t 1S
doing now, I am afraid in the long run we shall be the worst sufferers.
Therefore, I would very much like that this question is decided in this very
§essio’1’1 of the Assembly. Delay or postponement will only keep the people
in a state of uncertainty and suspense and therefore, will not only he unde-
sirable but also extremely harmful to the State as a whole. s

7

At the same time it must be realised that rapid development of the
State lar_ge'ly depends upon the willing, active and intelligent co-operation '
apd participation of the people. Such intelligent co-operation and parti-
cipation becomes difficult, rather impossible, if the administrative affairs

are conducte‘:d in a language not understood b'y the Overwhelming majority

of the people. Unless the administration moves closer to the people «J
which is facilitated to a large extent only if the administration speaks ; '
the language understood by the people not only developmental programmes . EWEN
suffer but democracy itself fails to achieve full growth and acquire its, true ‘w

meaning. It has, therefore, become highly necessary and a matter of |
urgency that steps be taken to introduce people’s language for purpose of |
. official use. R T |

It is, of course, true that in the course of the last few months divergent
views have been expressed on this question of Official Language. Even
within the same category of views, there are various shades. The Govern-
ment, however, ha:.s all the time been anxious to see that this question is
decided on the basis of an agreed solution or a formula most acceptable to
all sections of the people of Assam. It is with that end in view that I made
the statement in the Budget Session and the A. P. C. C. resolution also

(]

put condi_ti.ons of no in_lposition and adequate safeguards. I am glad that ~ g
other po}ltlcal parties in the State have also approached this question in B €
that spirit and have given their views. In our sincere desire to arrive Jat * A\

an agreed solution, I, in my capacity as the Chief Minister and as one of the
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¢ appointed by the A. P, C. C. starteg

: for 1 : 2 2 §roups-and Jjy,_
guistic communiiies. I am however sorry that in spite of many requests from

many quarters for want of time we could not comply with all the Tequesty
I convey my apology to all those whom we could nct meet. It will not -
wholly true to say that these talks and discussions failed. In the Course ?.
these discussions, we could appreciate the views, the difficulties, proble 0
apprehensions and also suspicions.{ We strained all our nerves and lefy

stone unturned in our effort to evolve a reasonable formula for all

of the peapie of Assam., I am glad to say that almost everybody showe 4
spirit of accommodation and keeness to arrive at an agreed formula a
by making whatever adjustment was Necessary to his or thejr orig; en
stand. The proposal arrived at after long _discussions and talks ang SHal
sympathetic consideration of all points of view expressed on this questioy, St
bodies widest possible measure of agreement among VArious sections op , Wa
ple and also signifies the spirit of utmost accommodation that hag been ‘Oet_).
bie under the circumstances. The series of discussions and negotiationg S
the proposal now placed before you will also make jt absolute

members of the Negotiating Committe

. o
tf:etlcms

: € it ly plain 30 e
the Government was all the time guided by the principle that thosfE™

T J there Sh(){.lld
be no imposition of the majority-will on _the minority., -

I would be failing in my duty if I do not express our grateful
to our Union Home Minister, Shri Govind Ballabh Pant, Who ‘in Coarlrl;lkf
liance to my request spread a few days and come to our State ¢o Blide 1
with the vast experience behind him in solving thijs rather COMpliggtod
problem for our State. We are indeed very thankfu] to him, .
b .
In course of our discussions with the various representaiiyeg we r

- Ece' e
various suggestions. To mention a few, there were Proposals fp . tved

—

(1) Postponment of this issue.

(2) Declaring only ‘Hindi’ as the Official Language for  the Stale
(3) Delcaring Assamese, Bengali and Hindi as the Official 14 ,
for the State.

(4) Declaring only Assamese as the Official Language for he
with safeguards for the non-Assamese Speaking districts,

(5) Formation of a Separate Hills State consisting of the il disg,.
of Assam.  etc., etc. icts
"\/We gave all these proposals our Very serious consideratiop, There

two ways of arriving at a decision—one is to go along by majority v;
igmoring the minority views and face the consequence Whatever it may,
and the other is as far as posssible ’by understanding, appreciation be
adjustment of all views, We felt.that I a matter like thig it would be nd
for the State and 1te peopie and it would pay in a long run if the Igac,d
course is adopted.  With this approach in our mind we h ag

haye ¢ & ey
Gy : oy ome to
conclusions in the circumstances prevailing today thags the

M8uagag

S‘iatc:

Are
EW'

(1) Assamese and English to be replaced by Hindi sh 1 de
the Official Languages for the Sta¢ > have A é:ﬁ;sleb?hr d‘;lg? oq
administration in the Brahmaputra v Fig

- alley, Bangalee f; Cagp St
prd leave the option. of selecting whaters: lanugruage ctl?r
Q)

B T e g

A
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respect_ive l_)ist_rict qnd Regional Clouncils choose for district
administration in their respective districts, continue English in
the Secretariat and Heads of Depertments. Offices and the Bill

that is to be introduced presently in this House contains these
proposals.

I however do not
think of a better proposal than this taking into consi

realities in which we are living today.

claim this to be an ideal proposal, but I could not
deration the hard

I would also make it quite clear that we do not have a closed mind and
I would gladly consider any Improvement that may be suggested on these
proposals by this august House.

I would appeal to all to consider this Bill in the spirit in which it -has
been placed before this House. As I said before, Members of this House
~2re cercainly free to make whatever suggestions they may have to further
inaprove this Bill and make it more agreeable and more acceptable to al]l

sections vithe people of Assam.

In the 1951 Census 120 languages were recorded as mother tongue in
Assam. But 1t 18 obvious that it is not possible t0 make every language spo-
ken in this State the Official Language for practical reasons. Therefore, the

eople of Assam have to choose one or more Janguages for administrative pur-
oses and how to do it. Before India attained Independence, the question
of national language for free India was discussed and the samg problem
was faced. There are not less than 150 languages spoken in India and of
at least 14 jlanguages have been accepted as major and developed
janguages. But it was plain that it would not be convenient and practicable
to adopt even all these 14 languages for the administrative purposes at the
Centre, In deciding this question Gandhiji tried to find if any particular
linguistic group was in absolute majority and there was ponec. Then
Gandhiji adopted * the principle that the language spoken zfmd understood
py thesingle majority group should be accep the national language
of India and that is how Hindi was finally selected. The number of
eople whose mother tongue is Hindi will not B B re s Hen ORI TICE e
and number of people who have accepted Hindi as spoken ]a?guage will he
about 15 to 16 crores today Ina COuntry Of 40 CI'O'I'CSQ there Ol;'e’llt 18 Clc-ar
that the Hindi speaking })Oi)ulation does not constitute aﬂ & soal;:e Majo.
rity; but forms the single majority linguistic group: In lssa‘é;se f; whep
this question is approached on the basis of the same princiPe 2 i
Assamege language is made out. :
/ -
d/onsfi“'ther mfofe, Aggamesciis one. Ob 11 1:1;l éﬁfiﬁ‘éiﬁessc?;?:ﬂ: lélf :l}qle
tution of India, rpose 9F . :
Congtitytjon where in t}'};hfan\éﬂzges 'illagzc been listed 18 .ObWOUSIY. to mg X
eachope of these languages the official language mI their _recslpectwe States
of Regions. The map of India has als0 Weat recently,, TEVIser, on the bagjq
8lona)
guage

of langyage.  That has further emPhaSised the claim of each re

Jaguages enumerated in the G Cnstitution O become the official lan

of the regjon concerned. If therefore, ssamese has to become the Offic;

Language in any part of India, where-else can 1t 50 become if not in Aseama§

Of From these two points af view, therefore, the choice of Assamese ag t,
gial [anguage is inevitable and quite reasonable, e
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And what is this Assamese language ? Any one who is acqua?“tedl Wlih
the origin and the history of development of Assamese language will clearly
see that this language in_the course of its developinent has drawn }(]I.UE‘? ‘??Ften;ﬂ
sively upon the various tribal languages or dialects spoken in this part o
the country. FHundreds of words have been taken in and even in some
cases expressions have been horrowed by the Assamese language from the
tribal languages spoken in the hills and plains. In phonetics 1:.ﬂd ; morpho-
logy the Assamese language is so much soaked with and so deeply rooted in
the tribal languages that it is impossible to conceive of the formand charac-
ter of this language if it is completely stripped off the historical tribal
influence.  Although from the points of view of origin and grammar

Assa:nese language is undoubtly a branch of Sanskrit and Prakrit, in the
course of its development it w 's to a large extent influsnced and shapc_d by
the local tribal languages. Its present form, therefore, can be rightly
considered as the resultant of the long process of intermixture of the ori-
ginal Prakrit with the languages spoken by various sections of {ribal People.
in this region. The fact that Assamese has long served as some Sort of a
lingua franca even among  the tribal people speaking different languzgos?

~ We should also realise that Garo, Khasi, Mizo, Mikir,
languages spoken in the State are as much our

der the standard Assamese to be and each one
has its distinct feature. I have no doubt that a
further grows, it will be more and more influenced by
ages that are themselyes growing. ~Assamese language wij fail to deyel
further if the other tribal languages are not hel Ped and alcq allowe\'e 9
develop. Similarly, the tribal languages will grow and develop at a 5
speed il they are helped by the Assamese language also. So it is faster
that mutual relationship between the Assamese and the triba] langu clca_r
historical and is bound to continue to play the histor; AT fo% Ages s
time to come. If we realise this historical truth, it i & the all the
everybody in this State, whether in the plains or hills, ¢o help this
of mutual growth and enrichment and bring the Ianguages Clogt Procegs
of erecting walls between them on grounds of sentimentg and emgq

order to help this process, it is as much necessa'y for he aing 1ong, =¥
learn the languages of the hills as it is alsc necessary for P€ople to
try to learn the language of the plains. I an of the
man and woman in the plains should learn at least ope an

hills. It must also be noted that Whateve{ We may do we (argluage

facts of geography,  The bhills and the plam.s. of Assam must 0ot al.ler the
side till eternity wunless, of course, some kind of Cosmotjq Side
upheaval totally changes the face of this part of the glob Tevolutiop, oF
economic relationship between the hills and plaing, theref‘ol-é : Socig-
contifieantisiom and cantinever bejanapped Sl by o Aticrigks e

not anything clse, will make unavmdablf-‘, father Loy esi:t:bltp l?elf, if
plains and the hills to learn each others l_illﬂguigﬁs. If anybody e’refﬁr the
learn, his own economic interests alone will ‘suffer apnq g <

1
these tribal ]El:]?gi?

L s

s . g O no o

the common people in the hills, and the plains wj)] t believe ‘_}lat‘
Vita]

ever allgy, theip
economic interest to suffer thereby.

‘_/

——

e s g g g

.
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But at the sax € time we cannot overlook the fact that quite a large
numher of hill people cannot speak or write standard or literary Assamese
today. The British Administration kept the hills separate from plains and

. the mutual relationship that existed before the advent of the British was
{ snapped during the hundred years and more of British rule. If Assamese
betomes the sole official language of the State the people of the hills in
\ partieular will suffer from serious handicaps and large number of officers
| from the hills will overnigi -t become illiterate and disabled. It has_there-
fore, beenprovided in the Bill that English to be replaced by Hindi be

" e

also made the official language ~so that the non-Assamese speaking people
are not put N0 a serious disadvantage. I would like to make it clear that
it ismainly to meet the difhiculties and apprehensions of particularly the
hill people ¢that this provision has been made in the Bill. English is 2
fo"?‘gn language and it has to go in due course. It is witha view to
\‘l‘lnma'_c]y replace Englich that this Bill has been brought before this House-
— ,_ﬂgt when English is completely removed from. official use it will be replaced
by ‘not only i'\SSame;c but also by Hindi. In any case Hindi has to be
learnt DY éverybody as a national language and to the people of the plains
it will notcause any difficulty at all if Hindi remains side by side with
Assamese as the Official Language. For the hill people it will bea
reat religf and advantage. They would be relieved to a large
oxtent from the compulsion of learring too many languages. They will
¢hereby be provided with near equal opportunities with the people of the
lains. Let learning of language be left to the freechuice: and out cf
unfettered realisation of their own interests Their must not any com=
alsion about it and certainly not an official compulsion. I am sure that
the Assamese speaking people will realise and appreciate that while they
will bein an advantageous position to have their own language as the sole
Official Language in the Brahmaputra Valley and as one of the two Official
Languages at the Secretariat level, in due courss 1t1S their duty and
respoﬂsibiiity to see that the advantage of the non-Assamese speaking
eople is lessened e S hated = THe Japrovl ion ther fore, makes
it absolutely clear that the Government do not want to impose the
| Assamese language on _t}x_emﬁ"mé’ speaking people, particu'arly
the Ptople of the Hills.  As long as necessaly English will naturally
contillue toO be used in the Secretariat ard the Heads of Depart-
ments, and therefore nobody will be put to any kind of immediate
disadvantage oF inconvenience. Apart f{rom everything else, practical
considerations make it just impossible to r€move English  immediately
from the Secretariat and the Heads of Dcpartments.

So far as administration in the hill districts- is concerned, the Bill
provides that the District and Regional Councils v:rill decide for themselves
what language each district or Regional Council WUu!d_ch to use for
official purpose within® their respective jurisdictions. Similarly the people
of Cachay have been allowed to use Bengali language for the purpose

| of admjpjstration up to the district level. With t}}ese provisions on the
Bill, it hecomes absolutely clear that 1o citizen of Assamn will suffer
frolm apy inconvenience whatsoever on account of the declaration of
Assamese and Hindi as the official language- As regards the Bengali
I Mmay aqd only this much that theirs i3 a Highly developed language
and literaure which need mo special care or encouragement for develop-
ment, and their language is for all practical purposes_already an Official
L20guage of one of the nost important States if India, Bengali
]anguage and literature have always enjoyed a place of honour and
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Pride in the whole country. Not.vithstanding this advantage of the
Bengalis there language has been recognised for official use in the Bengali
majority district of Ca.chz_tr and they will also 'have the-advantagc of using
if they so choose, the national language, that is, Hindi, at the Secretariat

level as an alternative to Assamese. In the Brahmaputra Valley Assamese
will naturally be the sole Official Language.\/-

“There seems so be some amount of confusion and misunderstanding
about what is meant by an Official Language. The Officia] Language is
only for administratlve_purpo.s(:s‘ It has nothing to do with the medium gfi«
instruction. The medium of instruction for any citizen is guaranteed b
the Constitution, and therefore, nobody should be under any apprehension
that the declaration of the Official Language will make it impossible for
him to take his education in his mother tougue.. It is. alsohthe policy of
this Goverament to help the growth and developmen: of the tribal
languages so that each o.e of t}}ese languages can become the medjum
of instruction at higher and thI}cr stages of education, Some  hill
languages have already reached a high stage, but some are still not quite
developed But I am sure that with whatever assistance the Government
can give anc with the efforts of the people themselves each one of these
languages will develop. v

The suggestion for dismembe:ment of Assam i8 i ot opition, LNl
solution to ths problem of thc_c_!fﬁcial lahgmage. Let e t,hink
not in terms of disunity and_chsmtegration but in terms of greater hap
mony, stronger bonds of unity and generation of a powerful process of
integration, Maintenance of peace and or(_ier, treation of an atmospherc‘-
of mutual good-will trust aud fellow~f'eehn_g among. the  various- coma
munities rapid social progre:s and economie development of the entire
State and above all, strengthening the forces of integration 23 against
those of disintegration are the supreme task and Tesponsibilities to whigh |
the people of this State must address themselves ip all solemnity zn4
earnestness.  Failure to discharge this historic responsibility will be only
at our peril. The Government have been making and will Chutinug m}‘
make all efforts in this direction and T appeal to seciions of people of
Assam to land their hands of earnest cr-operation

: ; - Government alope
cannot fulfll these task§ without the active co-oPeration and willing ang
construct've participation of the People. Emotions ang Sentiments haye

been displ yed in abundance. May T ncw in al humility ask for 5
more vigorous play of reascn ? Let emotions be directed into Creative
channel; and reguiated ty a rational outlook and intelligent approach
People want their languages to be recognised and given due ofﬁciai
status and this Bi'l gives it to the full. They asked for no imposition of
any language on anybody and the Bill Steers clear of that too and removes
compPletely all fears and apprehensions on that score. All possible safe.
guards_ have heen clearly provided in the body of Bill itselff. p the lingujs-
tic minorities in the matter of Government employment and contracts
as well as of education. Everybody has been given a free choice ang the
viewpoints of all sections of people have bee duly respected and
accommodated, T do not think that under the CirCumstances and cunsistent
with overall consideration of unity and integrity thepe can be any other
proposal more reasonable more rational and more democratic then one
containd in this Bil I hope and helieve that with the passing of this
Bill ‘we shall be able to march forward towards building a strong

united and much more firmly integrated Assam,
~ = 2
o .-U,,'l o . "F o
e e —— . g m;&_ i L2 g s CXVEEE
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Shri HARESWAR GO .WAMI (Rampur): Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is
really a historic day far us in that after twelve ars of insistent demand
made from various section of the people the mﬁc found it
possible to introduce the Assam Offi-ial Language Bill. Sir, it is not usual
to make any speech on the introduction stage of a Bill, but to day on this
occasion, when the Chief Minister has made a very elaborate and a very
resonably and through provoking speech. I consider it my duty to say a few
words at this stage. Sir, it most not be taken by this House that our
consent in arcepting the motion to introduce the Bill as our acceptan-e of

_~the Bill or its underlying principle or the clauses. The speech just now

o aga.in req

made by the Chief Minister is one which should be considerd by every
Member of this House and we promise to do so. Yet,ona rough regarding
of the Bill, I find that this bill disappointed and dismayed the people of
Assam. We have not b=en able to accept the Ingic of a bilingual State in
Assam. We have not been also able to find any reason for accepting  this
formula when_the floor of this- House, my Friend Mr. Williamson
angma, my Friend Mr. Thanglura, accredited representive of'a section
of the hill people, have said in clear and unequivocal language that this is
not acccptal?le to them. Ifit is not acceptable to the people of Assam
valley, if it is not acceptable to a lagre section of the hills people, if it is not
acceptable tO the Cachar people, for whom are we bringing this Bill? T
hat in a matter like this, it is very difficult to have absolute

agreement. No State has been able to find that absolute agresment and it
is 10 wonder e have failed. We mst therefore try to have the maximum

- ggreements but this maxim m agreement should not mean that there should
fficial languages for this State. T have not been able to compro-
position with this. And therefore, through I would consider the
+ made by the Chief Minister in its true perspe tive, and try to
date myself and my party a: much as possible at the outset, I would
aest the Chief Minister to consider whether it will not be wise to
Assamese as the State Language, giving all possible safe-

‘pe two O
mise my
gtatemen
accommo

ve on B0 c = . o
; haards to languistic minorities. After all, our stand is stand is one of meeting
{ %31: He fairest deal to everybody, but is not one of oppeasing anybody.

nd by logic, “we stand by sceintific and cogent reasonings but to
o that it is not necessary to placate somebody. We have seen that by
ing an attitude of appeasement no one in history has been able to
ppease anybedy. Therefore, Sir, without going into the detail of the
%ill I.would request the Clhief Minister to consider the large volume of
 BUL . in favour of making Assamese as the only Official Language with

opinio! _ : aly = A

adequate gafeg.ualds to all the linguistic minorities. I ‘have received
osterda a teligram from the Assam Paranitya Hindustani Sanmilan, a
toligrant from the Sixth Associasion. demanding that Assamese only ,be

the State Language. When the Hindi speaking Ppeople do not want
Hindi to be the Sta'te Language, when even the tribal friends cannot speak
(hatclause in the Bill ? I feel thatif it is becomes nacessary afterwards we
may consider that . At the moment I want and it is the voice of the people
of Assam that as the peoples’ language Assauese Language should he made
¢he State Language and Bnglish should continue as provided in Article 345
¢ill English_has been given a goodbye by the Union. I find Sir, in the
meantime 1t would be possible to consider every aspects also and therefore
I would again request that the point of view ‘should be considered, Hindi
has a position of its own, an unassaiable position. Hindi will remain the
qupreme language, the national language of the Union and therefore it is
{ not necessary 'to make Hindi the official language of the State particularly
| when the Hindi speaking people do not want even when the tribal

y
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friends who cannot speak Hindi also cannot accept Hindi a the Official *
Language immed_iately. Therefm'(.a, I would TESEIVE my elahorate observ- |
tion on the Bill till the consideration stage. 1115‘, C‘.hle_f inister hag said |
that this Bill has to be considered without passion, withoyt emotion. We

have a duty to do that in this House that dlscpssmg the Bill we must sk

generate heit. We have a duty also (o see-that in passing the Rilliwe jaltl l
take democratic methods. Things cannot be dccided by lathis, Khingsi}
must be decided, in a demol:a;:y, by drscuss_lon, through djustments. T |
would request through you Sir to everybody in the State that let yg to-day |
have a cooler atmosphere, let us put our hrads together to fing 4 SOTRa<
of thisin a democratic manner and I have rull faith ¢

: : at democracy will
succeed and the aspirations of the peaple will be satisfieq.

oy
*Shri GAURISANK AR BHATTACHARYYA J(ﬁuhaﬁ) : Sir, T was
wondering why the Chief Minister did not make the statement whjch ‘he
has just made hefore he sought the leave of the House tq introduce the bill
before his colleagues in the M

inistry, namely Shri Williamsog Sangma, Shri
Lalmawia, Shri Thanglura and other staged. a walk-out, fron *his House.
However, as we are passing through unusual time we are also taking yery

unusual stePs and we are also thinking of very unusya] measures. T quire § §
apprecizte the spirit in which the Leader of the Hou§e has brought the Bill |
and I consider the speech which he has just dellvered_as a Momentoys
speech, a speech which speaks of tolerance, a. speech ‘(Vhlc:h‘is full of the il
spirit of accommodation and-love for the country and Integrity of the Stara f
I sincerely congratulate the Chief Minister for I}ls_speech. But 1 have ]
found it extremely difficult (o understand the bill i, tl'_le context of g ;
speech. Tt is quite true that this is a issue whlcl:l has befm.agmatmg the minds |
of the people in the State, in its various section, in varioyg Ways and i, 5ol
also a fact that the unfortunate statement of his of the 3rd of March which§
he made in the best of hijs intentivns were variously interpreteq !
variously acted upon and we

] and
had the exprience of _unprecedented h010caust
in the State because of this apg after all the bitter ex

t i
have had in the recen; Past, it is only meet and proper that we Shou»rg ¥
take the problem on its two horns and solve it once for all. T quite APPres
ciate that there should be a spirit of accommodation .2 spirit uf“ Understy;,.
ding, but I am not one whe is prepared to give premium for d.lsmtegl‘a(ion,
I am not vne who ig prepared to submit either to _th(? b}lrmng of oy
or to the staging of violent demonstraiion. If there is Justice fo =)

' justice th ol Cause
that cause must be upheld.  If therc is nojustice thep that cayse must
not be advocated.

It is the spirit in which
now that the entire couniry
matter has come on the flgor
allow the introduction of the
tion in this Assembly,
principle of the Bill, as
to think in the same

perience th,

approach the problem. We thought
Iis plg)ossessed of the problem, now %hat ﬂ:li:
of the House in the form of 4 Bln, we should
Billy SVhen Swe s areol to bave TThmy .
it did not at all mean that we are agreeable tq the
it stands now. As afnduCE Oftdct) 'y Was prompted
line as my friend Shri ‘NllltamSOI_l. Sangma hid sy
that for such a VEry important legislation to be passed it Was really necessary
to have the opinions of the vast masses of the people. Tt would haye been
in the fitness of things if the Bill had been prepared at Jeg g 15 days bejore
and if this could have been pubfished int' e Gazette

: and cir,
eliciting different shades of public opinion. Tt really very gﬁ}?ﬁgnﬁ’g J
that all on asudden such 4 Bill should come and It should pe varidisly |
interpreted by various sections of the people in various Ways. At any rate |
et B e s
*Speech not corrected,
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THE ASSAM OFFICIAL LANGUAGE BILL, 1960  [10th OcT.;
what do we and ? The Chicf Mini:ter has rightly said that the purpos¢ of
an Official Language Bill is that we should see that the vast masses of the
cople, the €0 s, who do not understand a foreign language like
English  Of a language from within India itself but not prevalent
in the Statc find a language understandable to them. If the administration
English, then what becomes the consequence ? The consequence
o vast masses Of the people of the State cannot take an intellingent
art in the administration. It is pot democracy e e e asll car N0t
take an intelligent part in the adn_nnisuation, and thereforehtosbring il
ing of democracy 11 the life of the people, it is necesszjlry that there
chould be a1 official language from languages which are prevalent in the
gtate. With that spirit and with that end in view we_on behalf of the
Communist PAT suggested that Assame.e being the lanzuage spoken bY
“the majority O £5€ people in this State should be hade” the ofbcial language
kn all sphere at the State level as well as in all levels in the districts except
Rhe district of Cachar, Umfcd Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Garo Hills, Mizo
e Gienia o RO e ) e safeguards 10
¢ minorities. As a matter of fact I find that so far as the basic

242

the Congress the Com tiunist and the Proja Socialist Party, namely that SO
far as the gtate level 1s conC§rn1cd, Assamese should be the official languag¢
of the State ofAgRTes e th;t far the incerim period, that is to say, SO
I o as Enghs_h is not replace by Hindi as a _national language Englis
ourse continue as provided in the proviso to Art. 345 of ;he Con-

hould of c >
Ztitution of India. )

i all linguisti ‘gt :
, . S concerned there was no difference among the resolutions i

In .hi interim period there should be progressive realisation of
e replac f:-]nlic of Engéllsh by Assamese in the State level. By a cursory
7% ¢ the Billl we sk that this process :s Jacking not only in the interim

od amesc was not given a place whatsosven in the State level, but
P that in the ultirrate analysis also the position of ASSamese’ was

fin % ‘
we o a very secondary position. Therefore, I must say that while

+ atc 3 T 5
_releg ced to the introduction of the Bill and while we also appreciate

ve ag’

r;:-‘;llt‘-ivc sh 'uld be r‘espcc.tful to the sentiment and emotion of our brothers
and sister® in the hills, we should also remember that there cannot be sub-

to the spirit of disintegration. Tf we are going to give a il m
S gpirit of disintegration it may be too difficult to keep the ugffmlalil ;
solidafiEY Of: the State. Thusit does not always mean aPPeasemen}; an
<ubmissioh > so we rescrve our opinion on the Bill and we reserve our
further detailment and discussion of the pl‘mclplc underlying the Bill. We

say this today because the Chief Minister in his wisdom thim.ght it

have Y9 y 1o give a long stat laini hi i
ecessﬂf 3 : statement explaimning his point of vj ”
\If]icw of his Cabinet. view and the

&fxi KHOGENDRA NATH BORBARUAH (Amguxi) ; My Speaket
sir, I also feel that I should make a few observations after th r.' s et,
ma A the I_xcadcr of the House. But when we will get Cnoue hS a'ten‘lel'lt
the consideration stage in discussing the entire provisions of the Bgﬂl ;13‘16 at
like to take much time of the House today. I would like to e 2 ohno
that I.am glad Fhat Government is trying to solve this proble;lprcss. hel'.i
agitating the ml_nds of millions in the State for 2 long time. But ﬁVth dlo
ot understand is why Assam State has heen declared a bilinw ?t

Hiadi i the national langu ge and as such it has its place in AS;gua Sﬁf-
should it be declared sparately as State language of Assam ? [talﬂzs i'ecz;
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A

unequivocally expressed by the people that Assamese should be declared as
the official language of the State, but in spite of that this Bill has sought to
declare Hindi also as another official language of Assam. I cann L appre-
ciate why this is done by the Government.

Secondly, we have already submitted on behalf on the R. C. P. I, some
suggestions to the Government regarding this question that some safeguard
should be given to the linguistic minorities living all over Assam. So [ar
as the Hill people are concerned, we have suggested that the Hill people
should be granted substantial degiee of autonomy as regards their education
and administration. 1 heir own mother tongue or language of their choice
should be adopted to carry out all the matters of the areas. Here in the
discussion today I do not like to speak much but I would like to say this
that the bill is bound to bring much complications as well as an extra strain
on the exchequer of the State.

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nal-
bari—East). =t wgyw Wi, SnE dfET e T 4 745
TECA ST Ffaca 3 fea? of @i 49 T Wiy W v i |
fZar o Sfera 3fh, o dfer wo qiferT SN Sese o e
TAAl e W qEt A Z oiitel kR @6its Nafs o
SR SNty SR gredia @@Wi] consideration Stage ©
qify @2 [RET 90F FERA A—cofeit « RE TmEl w9 e
T ST e W s Al AR e | AES Rales e
TRie feals Protection fir wfiaics «ifes Siw {253 ANl fira et |
97 90 32 347 W@ o0 A w7 B qiw © slEE |

Shri HIRALAL PATWARI (Panery) : =ity =i
T, GG oIy @b LT EAF gl 92 T Wk 949y S| 7 4
R w07@n @l afita ore owtamds MR MO 4T ot cray
qE1 afors @F fams ¢l wAT wHE iR ) (ST s oy
s MG o S B i B N 61 (o B (4 | B RO N E Ol e e
aftr Rew JeEis owigs @i TN ST NI qifey
A b gelRcr qme S Sy 9N i efgs
e 9TvE Ao oM 73 9T g TS WA oo
@ cAtacae Wi AtEe et aFAE I oM TR A9 Al | g
s AT [FAF @ 4acd of= 27 (4T SISt @It et awtasg
3tf% AfFgw sk aiest | pawita 92 FAHRA GIF 7R AHT Firet

@2 fimz @ift sw e frn w0 727 1 @6 097 W7 1042 @iy e
@? fEa mefts FEIT MO0 Gig | ST GO oty i
g AirEi 78 St fREd weeT F[ Ao wf i a1 5% wity bR 43
T | AR |t @2 mas fRE w0 oife gy oEd) amn g
o 7271 (R feg 92 FIvS wicasm sfa afem 2w ow a8 Amen
tfara
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The Assam Panchayat (Amendment) Bill, 1960

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Fipance): MI‘
Speaker, Sir, I beg leave to introduce the Assam Panchayat (Amendment)
Bill, 1960.

Mr. SPEAKER : The motion moved. The question i§ that leave be
granted to introduce the Assam Panchayat {Amendment) Bill, 19€0.

(Leave was granted).

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: - Sir, I beg to introduce the
Assam Panchayat (Amendment) Bill, 1960.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that the Assam Panchayat
(Amendment) Bill, 1960 be introduced.

(The question was adopted).
(The Secretary Legislative Assembly read the title of the Bill).

The Assam Land and Revenue Regulation. (Amendment) Bill, 1960

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : Sir, I beg leave to -

ntroduce the Assam Land and Revenue Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1960.

grantlglr. tSP_EA‘KER: The motion moved. The question is that leave be
? 1ntroduce the Assam Land and Revenue Regulation (Amend-

ment) BIH, 1 60
(The question was adopted).

S ) .
Rcvenﬁzll?fim-swm DAS: 1 beg to introduce the Assam Land and
‘;‘gulatlon (A mendment} B111, 1960.

Mr.,
Regulalt.ionSPEAKERI The question is that the Assam Land and Revenue
(Amendment) Bill, 1960 be introduced.

(The question was adoptzd).
(The Secretary Legislative Assembly read the title of the Bill),

The Assam Special Powers (Press) Bill, 1960
Shri
Sir, T b:; fé:KHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Law): Mr, Speaker
V€ 1o introduce the Assam Special Powers (Press) Bill, 1960. 4

Mr. SPEAKE

the Assam Specia] R: Motion moved is that leave be pranted and introduce

Powers (Press) Bill, 1960.

Shri GOPESH NA i
LS MASUDRA  [Patharkandi (R d f
Scheduled Castes) : Sir, I oppose the introduction of t(hise sB?llif’e 7=

Myx. SPEAKER: I putthe question.

a

B
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Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandj (Reserved for Sche-

duled Castes)]: Sir, I want to say something,

AT T e, AaEes: @ 5 g Introduce =1 =
B4 izt Ratfie w1 2 w2, afve 59 ffaafzse m | =% 93 twra

oS afes std s Al @2 e wi oppose <fits dfey
TRafT |

479 Assam Special Powers (Press) Bill, 1960 @aas «=i
®WA T 79 A0S ivotan aifere i 955 T o gick e Qoo
20T 17O BT @2 79 «Fh1 {5 G50 i colvath oI T St
fedt | ats @2 f o=t st s ashl we AT T APICS
A | % {417 oy fedw wmafs fon wte asaes Q@9 ST
[ a1 So/20 fifTs A% Awmrcen e oo Fiody I 71 shea zeem—
@@ Introduce =5 w7 |

faghre: 2f7afca ca freedom of speech, Supression and Orga-
nisation 99 9f¥wly Fie.0 AT WLF 4/ FHT oM @5 ([pw Gzlok]

7 gate 9w 9t 91 diwes i G SOI¥ GFA T0Y Yol 9%
2T Btedrag |

AT i w@n qdn @ e o apitg 1 e
TRATLA LT WISH (3 AT gy i frfire T Stares T @t CTo 3™
BB | 4T @Iy @R i opcare b T7d B8 w5 |

f*% a1 i wors ATzia-—viwE w97t ainen qTF e
fATwra =S facty e firs siw GEN
a% 9i8e faty |

MEEAE
4 (S B (£ B (6 e - v THEH

At AieToNite e Ftd @ i @ AT BN o
Bals 9T Tl | @4 feglt SRAtE wBAe il CIR{WF slafee |
oimeIn fsotam 71 aifecan eaeta wpaiafne ficatm gRars TRty
TR TS TPl Bose oFifEe 2w Gl Wb G | T2 oo
QRGTA I TS At M P

WA wtfq Fwemt @3 fEte sl sy S 9SH 15 wra
freafeas | fmiaa st anatfices 849 eamw (T ety wify
FAfBCAT | wi¥taw cw ©itw WeH fesrm | afy TAFEH  qCa Wm\m
daws@ @ ord AT oAfseelsy TR O @B 3teym fafssr sretmicaa
e @R A% Wk s foew AT T R opsica
RISl FAR | S UM CR T AEA G ey 0 T A fFeay
of5f T§ IACAT T P
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aisn #ice WE Sm ey Aw A fAiAaEn aw o wEd G, F
firaidel @iFq S AT press @€ fafps FCHE A IO 2O faate
TEATHE | BT wogelm FofF | A o Algeaies ¥ A TS
Tz A Sl Gy TR 95t pAw FE g¢iE B wE i A
Taef AHAE SAITE gAq | FslF cafdicatt 197 SEBE Z0a o |
A@lE ANET (F1T A9 qgAT | 9P g9xin CFE nawAa afe «afes
SffF FTa AT =0T Sivwes crfaieai 4 ab A

@A i At AT AT AT @ FE T o il
A4 TAB M T gAgwtm TEF Goe zEmEl ©F TREe 25 AR a8
ZS | :

<

_WfE 34T oelfrs  scefete Aamd AT e Tor ol T
CIERAE I ar M oy lie oo e o P 5 M € S CO i CE R S
GFal wASl [Ireg =ice fAaca’ AfCega | GO executive @F 7T ATI
IO WA Thran «q3 WS GeRITEE B, 9 A sdelas Afwrs
TS @Bl TEE wac | @gaca (walm sty «Efae S @i
ot Fafy | , :

Mr. SPE_AKER: Now I put the question. The question is that leave
be granted to introduce the Assam Special Powers (Press) Bill, 1960.

(The question was adopted).

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Law): Si, 1 |
: : w): Sir, 1 beg
to introduce the Assam Special Powers (Prcss)\Bill, 1960.’\ g onrlibes

NIr. SPEAKER. : is that the e 4
(Press) Bill, 1960 be .intgéilcgiesnon is that the Assam SI')Ct:lal- Powers

(The Secretary, Legislative Assembiy read the title of the Bill).
Eléetion to the Gauhati University Cour¢ nien Ade

. beghfg iﬁ?}lﬁ){A 1I:‘AM DAS (Deput}f Mi;nister, Education) : ' et
10ve that this Assembly do elect live representati .
Astsﬁm] Legislative Assembly from among their own nul;berr; ?lfl:iscogsaggg
with the provision of Section 9(1)(x2z) ofthe Gauhati University A 04
to the Gauhati University Court Y Act, 1947,

Mr. SPEAKER : Moti I put i

] ] : otion moved. - I put the question. The iof
}i that btllknszSSernHy do elect five representatives of the Assaglieqﬁs??n'
Assembly irom among their own nembers im accordance with the p%oi}?égi?

of Section 9(1)(x27) of the : Fo ;
Ditversity (go)u(rt.)o he Gauhati University Act, 1949, to the . Gauhati

{The question was adopted.)

4
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Further discussion on the motion on the Staten_aent made by the
Revenue Minister on 7:h QOct :ber, 1950 regarding recent food
situation in the State and relief rendered by the Government

Maulavi Md. IDRIS (Rupohihat): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
instances that due to

have been done to th
bridges and. culyerts

Some houses weye also washed away by the Kopili River and many houses

have been badly damaged in Jarabari and .f\litangani Mauzas dye to stag-
nancy of water in those areas. Sir, for solun_on of th; flood Problem in some
Parts I suggest that some People from Jarabari and Alitangani _Mauzas should
be shifted to some other place because these People are subjected to flood
CVery year an | possibly no flood control tasurcican save them, igloite an
example, the people who are living outside the Brahmaputra dyke in
Alitanguni Mayza are the worst victims of th‘ls year’s flood. | hese ‘people
have lost thejp i

they are suffering every year due to flood and also due to
means of livelihgod. ‘1 hese people need immediate rehabili
would urge upon the Government to sanction reh
families immediately and also to expedite other loans, suzh as catile Joan,
seed Joan, etc.)\ to the other affected people of the district. Sir, I _haye
suggested other flood control measures the other day and I do not want to
repeat them again, ~ Lastly, I h ype that about the district of Nowgong our
Government wily Procure a full-fledged report fro.n the district authority
and will act according to- that and 1 wish that without waiting “for g report
from the Depyty Commissioner, Nowgong the Government may sanction
S0me seed loans which can he distributed immediately so that the recepients
may arrange for the winter crops after this disaster

I have enough
floods Nowgong has suffered heavily. Heavy damages

€ crops, properties, school buildings, P, W, D, Roads,
and there were some breaches on the Brahmaputra dykes,

want of any
tation gnd I
abilitation loaq to these

Thank You Sir.

Shri BAIKUNTHA, NATH DAS [Rangiya (Reserved
for Schedyled Tribes)]s ®diom acsfex, ClTBE =S vz g
TN Rraeg qF 799w 1 @ferss =g 12 7w LORIHEE P
foifee | oy Aoz @@ ik fafs fe I (1 - e
9 s 356 w4 e MAe eoits | @lig craw 7S T5rq NT Y mg
AT bIFIT o A qZ B Alziay fiq a@sh zg

. X % s 33 a1
M, Azg T4 9 gea e, wify ST o T
(CICI S G

~ ¥¥ BIRITA
T2 WA TRitT wiRd Aretqm WI FifE il BT
AT 20| wify wr oty =T 99 AT FRed Feirn 73 o) =%
C12 R Tt oy AMfeeE=w A7 B 415 At ofay qrE | Mot fi =z
MR 73 @t fach) i 7 R T, G13h) miape 5% =2 &g
TN TFCA TwT_ olalvd wiaNERDE Sl o FOUT T e
OIS A iR oy 3w A T G131 RN Sistes fomy &7 Aot |
TR TG dtcr qAa afe SITEAT AT Sivs
IR TN Atz aten | I e cra T AT e o Tt
ZHCOL I 47 oM 80 79 AT wirs T

S MR fere s e
CTRAT @By Afratas zaTel IR MTT frw  wrerar CEICS ool e |
IS SROM @i ordl 31 A S BRI 25 (It e
FHO o ufiests A At cdigls RECIREE B (T e s
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Tl Sz o5 g 5if 7@ R A4 Twed AT REg = g T
Stztay At e | o2 fREts 3129 AiERE A EIEE sttt wifz d-d¢
QB oot @A OiF cifeie @ FfF fwon 1 43 W F7if3
ot T <iw Gl AR epes czta Jita wiew ARTld 189 v afre
«z faais 312 wfe e | :

<17 tSiE @eics B, and D. 3 41 "% A7 A6 0 @1 e
aza, e AR Adde T gweis ot wfgs | g 3t Lkl ]
qificy wie FromtT i TG @ A 1 40 BRIl tafed @ @@9
7o @l T e | o Facd e AT mg At fElE 3 R |
At A, T gt AFAEl WA (@ R Sy Ae <9 |

S oty TEE e afsrte TR fre sk wiiwe it
a1 Fofem ar ae wee ed FECAT @i @ AlRad Teq FEE EAE ]
e TN T NS S e e Pl | o ¢ Nt iea RS AR LR fow
L or T e o e o B e 1 T AT
clta =ife= @2 Si5te iy A saizs AR | disifrais  SafAT
77 szl ity | @Bt AR widete @b @b e M= LRIk LT
fqm 73T erm| TG S A At aF a e ek v
T 73 wifeer aiq ATy oify fge s op TEE (iYL o
cafem Atstfwats 4zata czfoa @igffd €64© THI4 o e AT 1 7B
7S WA | AT wife duelatd  fawats fefr pifREr sl fos 3ty
AT T | o—g AT @ifE Celate WlBRIRCEe [H6E Ut dxTEE
OGP ogq (Tt GE4 (7 wfp Tifzd wlF Piee TiE e Fibe @it faretyg
T T SlAEs R PA At o1 e sieTe et wifrare
Affm ote AMst=ifrm aqiw AFsT dta qeiEfE, 991 @z «fe diely
AfeAifs T wain ©fy Sagw W FECT | G R W a2 TMBR
SIeTH AfEbiaT (rite taty | alfers 2 «bl fRBI 2 oA |

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West): BoliaTF Fogiva,
AfEA ST Bo's A2, corde @71z off  oifed A4 @6 T
E. and D. =% |

Shri BATKUNTHA NATH DAS [Rangiya (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: T IS FBizfaate  wlaso &
Sifitd @ =t Sifes 32 s woae @F, @9, @Iele Gl [e
A5t AR | (BEtaE wfmnEe rive TS e ww1 afem g
Sifesr 51V woas atyrz < fim afs BREEICa T fre TifE iR
Tz qetd Y fifiea | @ wes, FEfEE zw@ | R FIed T2 g
sttsfeifwata 7 AT GrSch) pawlea WACAle SR e | @R FiEd
a2 OIS wmw Aitatt 5f1 Az o R&E Foem F T St i
et oraged i z3 Aftst oty qigwa TAFE 29|

afsm 72 f&fEe T=rs g 79 e | f{ehE e T e {6y
s(m TETE i FEA A AmEm o odfers 1T @F FUE 39 Yferm oy
Aqs] GACeE oMy WS Wie  GisfEe AwEe dbe < Tl T
AT Tz w4 wif e, G dwmwe owmze frg atd w9iF SR Ay

.
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relief =% rehabilitation @1 g 7 fim &t | «¥ 6™ bFr
Heif #9051t durres Mz Fa@ W37 {7 A | @2 2EImTS ol
i =7 Ko Ftde 99 WiF @¥ wwh AT o9 3w
FEI wiest w9 ST Al A e IR AR wE AT Teiw
o7 4 503 | @2 e f[lEe (R wifive wilEe ssmes
feg =ieet | cofem Semdie fevew Tazs 7=ty <f€9 4T |

ST f4be TSl Teme 9 =@if @ A=A atasttn R Soeedtes
BAT® w9 Hife ltAtaiegn At Sige wdtef  Afae v o faes
TATES 7 =g @fb AfREtEe g | @2 T WS aeeR wiesls
(g Uie aF feied Tsgw 99w A9 Aifis A =W i g
afsl | 2w fita @2 Al @ Am aiffed | s seer s
TGS AetE @y, @2 fRElw 7 Bie st iy @F v ¥y atre
T w3 TiTe 93 997 FAMCH 5FRT Ef6T @R TR ule Twcaicy
ACS T paxizd =A19R AR ©ita b9 5% A @ fRale  wafzewg
T 9ol SR wfRg | FRA, @R AET @Ez St s e
IE TR cobraiwe S W9 T | o1 S ARHI N Tiffen
GafvEizs wiffs wwm e e Ote o8t B3fcr =t ot
IR 40 atte cobtate (Ficn ATt @S =E SR <Rt 5F =iy
aicfq e =iwd g 3fm akh 3 tfien | @2 mesfra fET o
Relief, =fy 44, se—TsfFm 44 57 @b 9itff 3tce @7 wcs =ivce
Aty sita 5 atfdg 3 with qif¥cn | Tae F iR IR msfaeen |

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: wTna 71912 E. and D. f3steg
RN @7 61 omcs o3fem | fRotfn @ wwdhn csfom  atfes
afem wifzw apes frea fig =i |

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS [Rangiya (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: % f*oS ealwa =ta fafes oms
frm =g

*Shri MOHIKANTA DAS (Barchalla) : T Settaymy
TeRle, PR AR U Gt ag T U R, 9 07 Wity Wi %
NS Ty Awnasts 42 TWES g9t 959 SISy
BAINE Attty | wldte ota Ol afiEtE Pigelty, 9 9% 599, tzaig
3T AT récord break #f@ty | ¥? wEete 7 T S om si=, i
Ted A afFates 5189 wivety (¢feune A9 =t i Tifes o G
2 A Aifirs iy T OiF Sl AT w1 3l AN SEE S ety
“BT7 7R FfAgs | woita 4@ ofts unprecedented flood fesics =wte
fatam atdifreae qtfmel Piste o1 @2 cFas | <t oy wifye
I fAfFET a7 pA 99 G 0= Iy Wit giwms s wfig
qF Sl Hofre e SRSt T [T4ES ¢ wmre o iz piEey
oTF fmts e 0 CzEeT AT Sftee B3 AR | «% cvas wif
gitn ¢x agealfFEte TERed ST s MR wiw «% cpares
WgBte T wiflE 7, 9T WIEE TEiEE qmw . o fes oEs
Sitaits froma Amifis A4 F0 M6 o o AR SEm wtEcd
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Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta) : Mr, Deputy Speaker, Sir, in sups=
port of my motion regarding the statement made by the Revenue Minister
about recent floods, I want to say a few words. The flood had to stages—
first in the month of June to August and the second in the month of Septem-
ber., First time it was not very extensive. Some Ahu crop was damaged
but the second one ‘was extensive one and it damaged properties, cattle
population and communication. Sir, this occurrence of flood has become a
habitual occurrence every year in our State. It might be due to the raising
of the river beds, as a result of-the last Great Earthquake of ‘1950 and also
due to the improper constructions of embankment, in other words incomplete
embankments, Due to these embankments, which are also not completed
sometime during flood time, cause a water-logging, a basin like-thing special-
ly in our Subdivision at Barpeta where the outlet in proportion to discharge
of water is small, Moreover, due to incessant rains flood eomes. Water
cannot go out through these embankments. So for these embankments spe-

cially in Brahmaputra some sort of chanuels are necessary in form of sluice
gates.

Next Sir, erosion is also going on every year. Recently in our Subdivi-
sion heavy erosions took place specially in Tarabari and Baki areas, causing
a huge number of families homeless and landless. These erosions are still
continuing. Now, present Tarabari, which was once a Revenue jungle,
becomes the northern side and the original Tarabari -site becomes the South
bank of Brahmaputra. So much erosion has taken place in these areas, Sir.
Not only this, due to these floods huge number of cattle population has been
washed away with houses and so far information goes, some death also took
place, specially in Sobghog Circle near the Public Works Dcpartmen} gate
of Burikhamar. It was on the 19th September when the flood was in full
swing. So far as information goes, there were loss of lives in Bagbor Circle
top. Sir, in the statement it is found that no loss of human live was there.
So, according to my informatlon the statement is not correct, So, I would

request the Government to have correct information from the officer con-
cerned.

Next thing, Sir, is the problem of water hyacinth specially in our Sub-
division which is causing havoc. It has also completely -destroyed the Bao
cultivation in our place, Ahove that it had threatened No- Khunda bridge
near Barpeta Town due to strong currents, where the water hyacinth struck
the piles of the bridge causing a thick deposition to the extent of about 6/7 feet,
and extending to the whole length and breath of the river and thus seems
to form a grazing field and the cows are found to freely graze there. As a re-
sult, many (of the cows died there while going to take leaves of water hyaci-
nth thus causing z threat to the weole cattle population there and the whole

locality is full of stingy smell. In other words imminent danger of epidemic
breaking out is there.

Next, Sir, regarding the extent of damage that was caused in the 16

mouzas as given in the report, I think, it is more than that. It caused dama-

ged to almost entire Subdivision._ Specially more affected mauzas are
Sariha, Hastinapur, Paka, Sar_ukhgtn, Barpeta, Nowgong, Chenga, Tarabari
Shilazari, Jania, Betbari, Bagribari, Bagbara, Mandia etc. Regarding com-
munication, practically there is 10 communication to come to Gauhati.
Train communication was Praetlcglly nil. We had no train in the day
time. There is only one train service which algo does not run punctu ally
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There are roads for private buses'and these were also completely damaged
and uptill now they are not motorable, We had to come to the Assembly
with great distress. Due to the climatic condition or natural geographical

It may come and go, but the after-

conditions. floods may ‘again come.
affects, which I am going to stress, 15 very heavy. Every year, there is

flood but specially after flood; there are epidemics. Every year we
had to fight for these epidemics specially for.dysentry, cholera, Typhoid,
diarrohea and so on and so forth. 5o, T urge upon the Government to pay
proper attention to the preventive side.. Then Sir, with the outbreak of
these epidemics those persons who are already hard hit by the flood are
marooned also with these diseases. « They even cannot afford a meal a day.
So I reguest Government to take particular note of these things. Much
has already been said about other things. So, with these few words, T

resume my seat.
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Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p. m.

Afiter Lunch
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Copy of letter No.FC/125/59/26, dated 4th September, 1960 from the
Chief Engincer and Secretary, Government of Assam, Flood Control and
Irrigation Wing, Public Works Department to Shri M, Hussain and others,

~village Goalpara, P. O. Patharighat, Mangaldai.

Subject :—Erosion by river Nonot.

Reference : —Your letters dated 28th December, 1959, 8th December,
% 1959 and 29th February, 1960.
ir,

T am directed to invite a reference to your letters on the subject above
addressed to Chief Minister and Finance Minister, Assam, respectively and
to say that the cost of any effective protection measurc at the place would
‘be considerable, not justifiable by the value of the properties to be protected.
Under the circumstances, Government regret its inability to take up any

protection measure at the place.
Yours [aithfully,

R. K. GHOSH,
for Chief Engineer and Secretary, Government
of Assam, flood Control and Irrigation
Wing, Public Works Department., Shillong.
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Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDER (Sorbhog): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I thank the Revenue Minister for giving a statement on the recent floods.
But I am sorry to say Sir, this is the most disappointing repore, As
we see from the speeches of the Members of this House .tl]at there are
complaints from all quarters. Again, in the report the Minister has not
suggested anything to stop such floods. T think it was his duty to give the
causes of the floods and suggest remedy so that we have no more floods,
Again, he shoul have formulated a Master Plan so that flood could he
adequately controlled. We have seen, Sir, this Government has not been
able to take up an overall scheme in this behalf, Some schemes have
been taken here and there, some embankments have been constructed and
due to these embankments, some progress has been noticed. But, Sir, I
suggest that immediately ‘a Master Plan should be drawn up by the
Government and Government should implement the same properly,

Again, coming to the report relating to Barpeta Subdivision, it has
been mentioned that there was on loss of human life. On the 19th
September, Sir I know personally two persons died at Burikhamar P,W.D.

*Speech not corrected,
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Ghat on Sorbhog Kahitoma ®. w. p, road.  Again, more persons died
In Barpeta Subdivision, Altogether 9 persons. died in this Subdivision,
This has been reported to Government, But it is strange to find in the
Government report that no human lives were lost. In our Subdivision,
we see, floods have been caused to some extent by th be
an embankmen thas been constructed on the northern si

side could discharge there were resultant pressure of water, One em-
bankment has been Constructed on the left bank of Baki river from
Mathanguri to Bashbari and as a result there has been heavy

A there is
heavier and heavier floods each vyear. Last year a new. river

was created at Bolajan within Kahjtoma Forest reserve. Also this year a
new river has developed from the Naljora river towards west wards.
This year the flood level rose very high and gradually the western

"part of the Baki river is being damaged more due to erosion as

the embankments on the left bank is there and there is no complete
embankment yn the right bank, though- one emhankment -is being con=
structed on the right bank, itis not yet complete and I urge upon the
Government so that they can complete the embankments from Sorbhog
Aerodrome to Mathanguri and’ in that case oply flood \cont;_'o.l _ measure
can be effectively taken there. Again we see in our Subdivision there
are water logged areas. There is no provision for clearance of accumulated
water  through outlets. Provision should be made for adequate clearance
of water. Due to these floods we have seen there has been pressure of
water hyacinth coming upto the villages. “All  these. things have been
damaging the sali crop to a great extent,

Again, coming to the relief measures Sir, we see the relief measure
is not adequate in Barpeta Subdivision, Twelve hundred familes were

- affected as given in the statement. In Barpeta Subdivision no seed loan

was given. In Goalpara Subdivision also no seed loans has been given.
In Dghuggi Su{)divisior‘? no seed loans has been given. So is the case with Kok-
rajhar and Jorhat. In some subdivisions seed loans have been given, in other
not. I hope Government should fmmediately come _fozward with some
definite schemes for distribution of seed loans. This (:overnment. should
come forward with agricultural lga.ms-also, and tl}en conly I think the
flood affected people can be rehabilitated and their dzstrqss can be reme-
died to a great extent. In undertaking relief measures, Sir, we have seen
that where relief are required in those -places actual telief is not given.
In some cases where the people does not. need, relief is given. We have
seen that where villages are submerged and the people are unable to live
because of it, the Government officers did _not rise to the occasion and no
relief to those - places have been given. Our Govemmcpt should be strong
enough to direct the officers so that they execute their duties properly,
so that they rise to the occasion in times of floods and natural calamities
If that is not done Sir, distribution of relief a little here and 2 little
there in a haphazard manner will not meet the ngeds of the situation.
In this respect I urge upon the Government Sir, to implement the
recommendations of the Bhagwati Committee. Government should go
through it carefully and implement it Properly, so_that the problems
arising out of this natural calamity can be effectively solved, With
these few words, I resume my seat,
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2l #Shri HARES_WAR GOSWAMI (Rampuzr) : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
this is not the first time that we are discussing flood situation in Assam, and
{ have no manner of doubt that we shall discuss flood again in the coming
years. It has almosg become an annual event in our life. Sir, itis neces-
sary that when we c}lscus.s flood we do not put maximum emphasis on how
much money 15 being given as gratuitous loan or agricultural loan or on
other relief measures. What is most important is how we should stop flood.
Fortunate or unfortunate as we are, we have a high rainfall and as a result
bound to come. The question is how to minimise the effects of

floods are e :
the flood and it 1s necessary that in this House we take a vow that in future
we shall not discuss as to how much gratuitous loan has been given or how

much agricultural loan _hgs Igcen advanced, but we should discuss whether
the measures tgken to minimise the effects of flood have been successful or
not. Sirs the intensity of flaod to day is realised more because the popula-
tion has grown but the area of land has not increased. So, if the lands are
fooded we cannot fall back upon any other thing, This year I do not
¢hink that the flood has been exceptionally high because it is ‘very difficult

to compare one flood with another, This year with the rain water rushiny
down from the hills and due to embankments at various places particularlg
in the south of Kamrup, we have seen the water could not run out. On
the other hand the Brahmaputra was also rising. Therefore, we have to.apply
our mind as to how far these embankments could be made real instrumental
for minimising the effects of flood. Up till now I am not at one with those
who say that the embankments have not given us anything. I consider that
embankments have also been very useful, but due to faulty alignment or due
to non-keeping of as many sluzc_e as was necessary the embankment have
been grudged by the people. Ttis a fact that there are areas while we have

constructed embankments we have not given due attention to their propen
maintenance. Therefore, in many placas these embankments have not been
much useful.

i

#Speech mot corrected,
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I was going through the report of the Bhagawti Clommittee and there
I have found that since 1911 different committees at different times were
appointed and these Committees suggested ways and means of minimising
the effects of flood and many recommendations were also made. [ do not
know whether there recommendations have been implemented or whether
these recommendations were acted upon. To-day also if the recommenda-
tions of the Bhagawti Committce are not acted upon, we shall appoint
another Committee after a few years to report. Ihereis a tendency to-day
that as soon as the flood water recedes we forget all about the flood. This
is just like a lady when she gives birth to a child. Before the child is born
the lady feels the pain and the pain becomes unbearable, but after the child
is born'the lady forgets all about the pain. Similarly, as soon as we get
flood we immediately think about the flood but as soon as the flood is over
we forget about the flood and we do not take proper measures. Therefore, I
would request the House that this time let us take some concrete measures as
recommended by the various Committees for minimising the effects of flood.
Let us do it at least within 2 or 3 years and let us see how far these measures
succeed and in doing so our duty will be to discuss about tye effectiveness of
the measurere here in this House. Sir, I have not been able to undecrstand
the principle on which the money is. distributed at the time of flood.

Many: friends here have pointed out that in placqs where the flood
effects were very heavy there also money wasnot mentioned, and asiny
friend, Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya suggested that this time it has be-
come very important that we give proper relief to the people because when
we were giving relief to the victims of the language agitation which we
have rightly done and we should do, it is also necessary that in giving relief
to our flood affected people, erosion affectegl Peol?le, we do not become
meagre so that people cannot accuse us of discrimination, and so far as ero-
sion is concerned it has also become a very important problem. In many
areas i. ¢, in Tarabari, Rampur and otl er arcas, villages have been qrodt;ld
completely, the people are stranded . nd some how they aie staying in the
village grazing reserves or on the roads, even now t%lOSC people Wl.l(‘) are affec-
ted by erosion in Palasbari, it has not been possible to rebabiliate t‘hem.
Let us be very sincere about it. If we consider that those people are really
the victims of nature for which they had no control yet we have a mgral
duty to see that they are rehabilitated immediately. Those peoplg:1 qust be
given some land, must be given some resources necessary for building up
houses, and they must be rchabilitated so that they can earn their own!
living. I have also found that in many places of the Trunk roaddlttlls
necessary to build some more culverts. In this regard I approached the
P. W. D. department about 3/4 years back that in the souﬁh Trunk it Iv_vas
necessary to have 2 or 3 culve:ts at least, if not more, sot a? W’]a.tf'l‘ ruc? }mg
down from the hills may not get logged in the southern side of the r]oa dln
cause devastation, and although I moved, although Presgtlrn:: was brought,
yet nothing has been done as yet, and we have seen thaIt) in some }vﬂ‘lAageS in
the south Bank of Kamrup remained under water not because there Is any
river but because water rushing down the hxl!s during the rain remat?md
stagnant and could not flow. Therefore that thing has to be seen, and also
I would request that at this time, it Is October now the ;-)f.:(.)pie who have
been. affected by the flood, who l}avc lost their Sali crops, 1t is necessary to
encourage cultivation of alternative crop so that they can live on some how.
Secondlx}, it is necessary that there should be test relief started immediately
so that thejpzople may get some employment and get some avenue to earn

their living,and carry on.
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Sir, [ don’t want to speak more because other Members have spoken. I
would only request the Ministers both of the Embankment and Drainage
and of the Land Revenue department to look to these things. It isnota
subject of Land Revenue Department only because relief 1s concerned, but
it is also a case for Embankment and Drainage department because they have
to take a parennial measure permanent measu
flood, and therefore both these departments must work together, and I hope
that it will be possible to minimise the effects of flood if we take into con-
sideration the various recommendations of the Bhagawati Committee an
act on those recommendations.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister, P.W.D (E. & D.)]
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I had the intention not to intervene in this debate, as
I thought that the discussion would centre round the question of relie
in connection with the last flood, but I find that this debate has ultimately
converted itself on a debate mostly with regard to the merit or other-
wise of the schemes of the E. & D. Department, cither of success or
failure, and of the assessment of the works done by the department.

Further ,Sir, althoughit was not the subject matter of the debate but
the debate has been directed mostly in discussing the report of the Bijoy
Bhagawti Committee. As such I feet it absolulutely necessary to intervenc

in this debate with your permission.

Sir, I had occasions to speak in this House more than once about the
view point of the E. & D. department in this matter. I had also occasions
to review in this House the work done by the department and the handicas
to which the department had been suffering from. Therefore it is not
pecessary for me to go into the details at this moment as I believe I

ither in this Session or in future to place the

will have more occasions el
same facts or to re-iterate the very facts I have had sopken in the House

earlier.

Sir, it is a known fact that Assam Government have not got the
complete or even partial datas with regard to the behaviour ofits rivers.
This work never received proper attention in the past. Only after attaining
freedom We€ thought about this problem. During the British rule, its was
taken asa natural calamity; as death was inevitable as a result of birth so
also it was taken for granted at that time that flood was a natural feature
of this land, and as such for man there was nothing to do. The result
;s this, Sir, that Assam has been faced with a problem, viz., we have
not got much of the datas, Even then, the persistent demand fl,‘om every

narter—irom every citizen —is that Government should undertake protec-
five measures in order to relieve the people of this problem. Faced with
that situation, Sir, a programme of embanking the rivers in Assam was
undertaken by this department, and I admit that not with much data or
1 before the Government. But, Sir, if you read the proceedings
mbly of those periods it would be seen that there was a persi-
stent pressure on the Govenment to undertake these works, whether there
were datas or not, because it was beause it was believed that by construct-
ing embankments we hmed be able to solve the problem, if not fully but
partially. Sir,as 2 result of this, money although not much, was allocated
in the First Five Year Plan and also in the 2nd Five Year Plan mostly

1
on works to provide embankments on the banks of rivers like Brahmaputra

materia
of the Asse

res for reducing the effects of
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and Barak and the tributaries of both these rivers. It is ne

assert on behalf of the department that all the embanicze?lct): gfvemge:g
proved to be beneficial, - Even if we had the full data no body. far less
to ‘sp.eak of anybody who has a scientitic mind, to assert Zl;at eve
experiment done by him would be successful. Even in the most advanc;?;
countries in the world.'vynth collossal amount of money at their disposal no
body uptill to day, be it in Tannesy Valley in America, or in China could
say that they have been successful with energy particular scheme, What is
happeaing, Sir, in_other. places, they had undertaken such schemes with
vast experience behind them even them every day they are confronted
with _newer problemg,. As. Soon as you construct an embankment the
question of not allowx_ng. silt to go to your land - arises and co uentl
the -problem of reduction of the fertility of land need be tacklet?sc%o oz
have got to tackle one after another problem. Again, as soon as you
eml?an a river, the water cannot spill to a larger area. This being y;he
position, the highest flood level is surpassed ‘every year along with the
constx:uctlon.of en}bankments. I was reading with amusement about the
experiment in China, After an embankment on a particular river was con~
structed its bad started going up every year ; then they started raising ‘the
embankment every time ; ultimately the embankment on both sides
become as tall as hills. : ‘

Therefore, when we fight a problem, there can’t be a complete
and absolute solution ; because such fights are a continuous one which
necessarily require experience, technical knowledge and moneéy. Therefore,
what has boen done by the Department so long has undoubtedly solved
the problems partially. But at the same time newer problems are arising
and we have got to tackle them. Actually, we are tackling many such
problems. :

The public feeling about the construction of émbankments is defferent
from time to time and from place to place, ratheritis found to be a
mixed one.. I heard two Members from Barpeta speaking in this House
the other day almost in two different veins. One said that the embank-
ments in his area did not do any good, but almost immediately after him
the other speaker said that embankments had done well in his Subdivision.
As a Minister for Embankment and Drainage I had experience as to how
in the same locality the opinion of the people differ one with the other
about the utility of a particular embankment. When people living on
one side of a particular embankment says that the embankment is doing
good to the, others living on the other side of the same embankment
say, on the river side think that it is useless and vehemently oppose the
same. Thus, while one party would like to keep the embankment in fact
with all the gratitude that the same was giving them protection, other
would like to cut the embankment as causing flood in their area, I have,
on behalf of the Government no intention to exert that embankments
have resulted in unmixed good. There are places where it has done
damages to people. For such people we have to take remedial
measures. Even in Bhagawti Committee Report, it has not been stated
that embankments have done good to the people absolutely and everywhere
we have to study the Pprojects and take remedial measures in each case,
We had provided more than half a crore of rupees for taking such
remedial measures; in fact we have taken some remedial measures already,
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Now coming to the question of flood Sir, I _am feeling rather aml,;fecdl
that when the hon. Members were complaining that embankments ha
caused flood, simultepously, almost every members have been pressmg
the Government to undertake some more embankments. Imysel_f h(-:aT:l
the speeches delivered while the draft Thrd Five Year Plan was discussed.
After hearing the trend of the speeches, the Planning and Dcv9ln_pmt_:nt
Department came to the conclusion that in the 3rd Plan more irrigation
projects than embankments should be taken. The result was that
allocation in the Draft Plan for flood control work Ij.ad been reduced
considerably, so much so that we have been left only with a sum of
Rs. 2 crores for undertaking flood control works. I am afraid in the
circumstances, I cannot promise that all the schemes suggested can be
undertaken in the 3rd Five Year Plan, far less to speak of execution the
Master Plan or of very big schemes by which we can .rclieve the people
of Assam from the entire flood problem. The allocation that has been
proposed for the entire Thiid Five Year Plan is of the order of 11'57
crorcs for irrigation, embankment and flood control works. Irrigation
part is supposed to be of the order of 7 crores of rupees. Theiefere we
are left with only 3 croies and a half of rupees for embankment and flood
control works. = Of this substantial amount will' be spent in order to
execute the works which will be on our shoulder as a spill over from ti_ie
2nd Five Year Plan itself. Therefore, according to our calculation we will
have only about 2 crores of rupces in the whole of Third Five Year Plan
covering a period of 5.years (o undertake this type of work. If we divide
this 2 crores of rupees by five and then by the number of districts, then
it is not beyond anybody’ guess as to what is the money that would be
available for each district to be spent in each of the 5 years in the 3rd
Plan. We can undertake that much of work which funds would permit.
In any case in fixing the priority on within that amount certainly we will
consider the views expressed by the hon Members here. Their sugges-
tions will receive due weight subject to technical feasibility and also
subject to funds at the disposal of the Department.

The next point that has been raised before the House is about some:
_benches that have occurred in many of the bunds. Certainly we will
undertake the repair work as soon as the working season would start,
because it is difficult to start work imediately. We will do the repair

:york In the next working season which is coming within a month’
ime.

Sir, an assurance has been sought from me that the report of the
Bhagawati Committee would not be thrown away or kept in the cold
storage so that we are not faced with problem of setting up another
committce as to whether the recommemdations of this committee have
been considered or implemented by the Government. Sir I would most
rgespectfully submit to this House that it is not the intention of the

overnment,  Government have already undertaken work to implement
some of the recommendatiens of this Committee ¢xecution of some of the
recommendat{on_s need money., Execudon of those would depend on the
fund that this House would be pleased to allot to the department of

E. and D. in the coming years and the Government of India in the 3rd
Five Year plan,

Thank you, Sir,

a

L
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Mr.
A very large number of hon. Members has . taken .part in the discuy -
sion and .I. think, major portion of their observations is directed to
the Agriculture Department and E.. and D. Department. = The Minister-
in-charge of E. and D. has just replied most of them. Some of the hon. -
Members spoke ‘about_opening of Cheap Grain Shops which relates to
the Supply Department and the Supply Minister will take note of these,
Some members spoke ahout paddy husking scheme. The Minister-in-
charge of Khadiis here. He has taken note of it. What is left "to me
about the Revenue Department, I shall speak, not strictly as a  reply but as
clarification on certain points raised by them. o

Speaker, Sir,

- Shri Jahanuddin Ahmed wanted to know the meaning of what is
meant by so much land under water. When flood comes, some areas éo
under water. That does not mean that the crop in that area is destroyed.
Sometimes, flood-does good to the crop if the water recedes within o day -
or two. But if the flood wateér does not recede at once and stays for some-
days, then the fleod may harm the crop. In my statement I have ‘given a
broad picture of the ficod situation. I'do not claim to ha

A he ve given all the
details. I have indicated there that the details are- being worked out and

enquired into. . Our officers are very much hard-pressed. =The hon. Mem-
bers know it. Due to the language disturbances, some of our officers - have
heen suspended and heavy pressure of works has fallen on others in the
shape of rehabilitating the affected people. '

Now Shri Jahanuddin Ahmed raised another point that much relief -
has been granted to the language affected people whereas lesser relief has
been given to the flood affected people. There is a good deal of difference
between there two classes of affected people. The language disturbance.
affected people are the victims of man’s fury and the flood affected people
are victims of nature’s fury. So it is our moral duty to rehabilitate these
persons. So far as the Government is conicerned, the Government does not
discriminate the flood affected people from the language disturbance affected
people. Disturbance having come first has got priority and most of the
affected people having lost all due to man’s action should be re-instated in
their former position as far as practicable.

As pointed out by Shri Jahanuddin Ahmed and Shri Bhattacharyya that
there are so many flood affected persons that if t.heA money given as gratui=
tous relief is divided amongst these people will not_get ev.en‘75 N.P. per
head. Similarly, some other hon. Members have said that if the amount
of gratuitous relief is divided amonast the flood affected people even 5 N.P.
will not fall to the share of an individual. Thatis a wrong 'approa.ch,
When flood comes, two types of measures are taken. One mmed}aiie
measure i.e., immediate relief and the other long term one. Thert_afore, it is
clear that when flood occurs,  the Government first gives the immediate
rei'ief to those persons who have lost their all. T}]ere may be 5,000 people
in a flood affected area, but only 500 may be entitled to receive gratuitous

elief. So the gratuitous relief cannot be divided amongst all the.ﬂood
rﬁ" t.cd ersons, If flood water goes near the house of a persons, he is also
. ﬁe Ny d alf)fected person and if the flood water enters the house.of a person he
y (l)soo a2 flood affected person. All these persons are not entitled to receive
:z,sr:tuitous relief. Gratuitous relief meant for invalid, infirm, poor, widows

and persons who lost their all due to the flood. Shri Debeswar Sharma
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granaries and not affected by flood
If the responsible members
ually divided amongst all
h should be abandoned-

pointed out that one Mondal having two
walked 5 miles for getting gratuitous relief.
take the view, that gratuitous relief is to be eq
affected people this will happen. So this approac

It is quite correct as Shri Sarat Geswami pointed out that if we take
that approach, it will teach people to beg- Some members were critica
about the quantum of the relief given. Only Shri Tajuddin Ahmed gaid that
even the one powa of rice per head which was wrongly put as one powa
per family was great help to the affected people. T myself saw in Tarabari
area how eroded people were living on bunds and how the ch:ldren felt
when_ they saw the rice and dal. The children rushed to the Lorry
carrying these things. The gratuitous relief is meant for these deserving
persons. It is alco said that ‘here are irregular distributions of the relie
as some underserving persons are also getting the share of the relief. That
may ke correct in some cases ; but actually reiiefis given only to the
needy persons.

q About erosion, Shri Karka Ch. Doley has said that the figure of the
ood erosion areas has not been mentioned. He is partly correct. Nor-
the

mally erosion proceeds or succe ds the flood. So I have not given
figures of the erosion of the whole area. Flood comes at a stated time, 2.6
D-incea year. Though this year it has come in two stages. The lands of
;;?013??}1: dl;cs not fall when the water submerges it. -~ But when the water is
Tarabarie dtnks, the earth becomes loosen and then falls down. At
entire are:p,,o !3th there was erosion, but when the flood water covered the
PR erosion stopped. Erosion takes place throughout the year.
o given figures of normal erosion. But I have given figures of
ion caused by a change of the course of a river or caused by breach of

dams during the flood time.

Mr. SPEAKER: How long will you take Mr. Das ?

Shri HARESWAR D ol s - >
sometime, at least half an hf)\usr. ot SRRl S e

M %(Iat; 2ﬁF$ﬁR :f The Hou_sc stands adjourpad il to-morrow.
Bl et tO.morrow_a ter the question hour. All unfinished business will be

The Assembl A_djournm.ent
Qoo 1‘560, y was then adjourned till 10 A.m. on Tuesday, the 1lth

R. N. BARUA,
Secretary,
Assam Legislative Agsembly.
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