


103 QUESTIONS [8 TH APRIL

Proceedings of the Eighth Sesssion of the Assam Legislative Assembly
assembled after the Second General Election under the Sovereign
Democratic Republican Constitution of India.

The Asscmbly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 9 A. M.
on Friday, the &th April, 1960.

PRESENT

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY, B.L., Speaker in the
Chair, Eight Ministers, four Deputy Ministers and Sixty eight Members.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(Which were put and answered orally.)

Regarding issue of a Taxi permit at Shillong to one Shri P. K. Nandi.
Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA l

Shrj HARESWAR GOSWAMI b Fsken s
Shri HIRALLAL PATWARI J :

1. Will the Minister-in-charge of Transport be pleased to state — ,

(a) Whether it is a fact that a permit for running a taxi i the town
of Shillong was lately issued by Shri B. M. Dam, 1.a.5., while he
was lately Deputy Commissioner of United Khasi and Jaintia Hills
and Chairman, Regional Transport Authority Shillong to one
Shri Purnendu Nandi ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that this permit was latter cancelled by
Shri R. B. Vaghaiwalla 1.c.s., Chairman, State Transport Autho-
rity, Assam on certain representations and complaints one
of which was that the »aid Shri Purnendu Nandi happened to be

the nephew-in-law of the aforesaid Deputy Commissioner
Shri Dam ?

{¢) What steps Government propose to take in the interest of public
morality against Shri B. M. Dam former Deputy Commissioner
for bestowing favour to a relation by misusing his official
position ?

Capt. WILLAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tramsport) replied :

1. (a)--It is not a fact that the permit for runnine a taxi in the town
of Shillong was latcly issued by .Sh_n B. M. Dam, I-A.Sj while 55 wasLDENE
Commissioner, United Khasi Jaintia Hills and Chairman Regional Transport
Authority Shillong to one Shri Purnendu Nandi. [t appears that in a
meeting of the Regional Transport Authority held on the 13th and 14th July
1959 which was attended by 8 members, besides the Chairman (5 of whom
are non-officials) a permit for City bus was granted to Shri P. K. Nandi on
the unanimous decision of the Regional Transport Authority. Shri B. M. Dam
the then Deputy Commissioner who happened to be the Ex-officio Chairman
of the Regional Transport Authority had nothing to do with the issue
of the permit. -
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() —Yes., The State Appellate Board i i '

es., ¢ / of which Sh i

walla,dI.c.s., is Chaeran ‘cancelled that permit as Shri I£I ﬁ EI.aX(?ig\hﬁy-

Ego‘{ﬁatt()thgfe a 'rcillzztlon of bLhc Chairman, Regional Transpori Authoritys'
¢ ~ mig not be any suspicion whatsoe

Board also dquctcd that there would be no o!)jcé:’igx; 1]; hfhcAcI:)f: llat?

Shri P. K. Nandi went back to the Regional Transport Authorityef(c))r

re-consideration.
_ (¢)—The question of Shri B. M. Dam bestowing any f

to his relation by misusing his official position does noty- e

all. There 1s nothing to show that he influenced the mcmbcrsdqu laE

Regional Transport Authority, to give unanimous deccision in fuvo -

Shri P. K. Nandi. Hence no action against the said officer is called fofur %

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) : Sj
tionship _dld the State Transport Authority find between Sh)ri Purgén‘gzart\l'rx‘:]lg'
and Shri B. M. Dam who was a Chairman of the Regional Tra port
Authority at Shillong. nipOZe

Mr. SPEAKER : It is already stated.

+Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) : i
Government make enquiry through the Anti Corruption whcthe? .thiswijl)lc 1t11t1e
Commissioner made any influence on the members of the Board to take ufani
mous decision of the Board with a view toissue permit to the nephew-in-law i.e

sifsts gz,

f Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Transport) : As th

decision was unanimous, no enquiry into the matter is nccessary. § the
+ Shri GAUR_ISANKAR BHATTACHARIJYYA : Is ther

of unanimous decision taken by the Shillong Regional Tr"“‘spco?tnyf\ﬁ)t{ﬁg}ﬁt

in past years subsequent to this decision i

+Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : This Regi »nal
Authority is an entire body. Government not going to do k:mythig‘gfa111151?12.:;
some reference is made to Government. In this particular matter the

decision is unanimous.
4 Shri MAHIKANTA DAS (Barchalla) : [Is there any rule :
should not be issued to relatives of M. L. As., Ministers ):)r ut;;heghﬂ?;$;t;

of the Regional Transport Authority ?

t. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : No, there i

this particular case the allottee happened to be a ncpgelviilr]](_)]abar £ }{n

Executive Chairman of the Board, who was the Deputy Comr\:' e

in his ex-officio capacity. It was considered that this fact that Shl?‘SIl\cImeé:
aw of the Chairman should have been recordeduina?hé

was a nephew-in-1
er to remove the doubt.

t Cap

minutes in ord

4+ Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi) :  Ma
Government whether there is any law according to Motor yVIe }ll(ircl:i)ew Afmm the
having any interest in the transport business should nocitsbet{lgé

no person
members of that Board ?

+ Capt. WILLIMSON A. SANGMA : " .
Chairman to point out that. Yes. Tt is the duty of the

fSpeech not correeted
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(Starred Questions No. 120 standing in the name of U Jor Manik Siem was
not put and answered as the Questioner was absent)

Earmark of amount to be under the disposal of Social Welfare Board from the
Blocks Budget under head “Social Education”

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA {Saikhowa) asked :

% 121. Will the Minister-in-charge of Community Development Projects

be pleased to statc—
(a) Whether it is a fdct that according to a circular of Government
of India, certain amounts from the Blocks budgets under the

heads of Social Education are to be ecarmarked and placed
under the disposal of Social Welfare Board in the State ?

(») If so, what are the contents of the Circular and when it was
received by our State Government ?

(¢) How many of our Projects (Community Development Blocks)
in Assam have since carmarked this amount ?

(¢) How many Commitiees hz}vc been formed in Block areas under
the guidance of the Social Welfare Board for this purpose ?

(¢) In how many blocks in Assam activities of the Social Welfare
Board have been started Block-wise ?

(f) Whether there are activities of the Social Welfare Board

Block-wise in any of the Blocks in the District of La-
khimpur ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Community Development
Projects) replied :

121. (a)— Yes, but the amount is placed under the disposal of the State
Social Welfare Board for those Blocks which are selected by the Central
Social Welfare Board for Co-ordinated Programme.

(b)—A copy of the circular which was received in the Development

nity Project) Department of this State Government on the 20th

Commu : :
(Ca aced on the Library Table for information of the Hon.

March 1957, is pl
Member.

(c)—-Twenty-four Community Development Blocks.

(d)—Ten Project Implementing Committees have been constituted
upto February, 1960.

(e)—In nine blocks upto February 1960, namely— (1) Lungleh, (2)
Baghmara, (3) Rani. (4) Selsella, (5) Amguri-Titabar, (6) Kaliabar, (7)
Chapar, (8) Borkhetri-Bongsor, (9) Golokganj.

(f)—Not yet.

b g
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH [-I_.\:’,.XRIE{A (Saikhowa): When there are -\

standing instructions that these activiiics should be spread over, why these
benefits have not been extended to many of the biocks ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Community Projects) :
Effort is being made. So far as Dibrugarh Sub Division is concerned in which,

I think the honourable member istinterested. The Murkongselek Block was
allotted for undertaking coordinatzd programme of women and children wel-

fare during 1957-58. The Block is located in the most interior and inacecessi-

ble area where women workers for the formation of the Project Implemen- \W
ting Committee have not been available and the State Board could not make

any arrangement for starting coordinated welfare extension project in the
Block. Similar difficultiecs have been felt in other arcas also and we are -
taking steps to see how this difficulty can be overcome and the work can

be extended to blocks where it has not so far been undertaken.

Shri SARBESWAR BARDOLOI Titabar) : If a block handover the ~
entire allotment of amount for social welfare work to the Social Welfare
Board the Block will have no funds to do welfare work for women and

children. In that case what will be the duty of the Lady Social Welfare
Organiser attached to the block ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: This is an entirely  different
question; but [ may inform the hon. Member that, so far as the Social Wel-
fare Board is concerned. They are given help for specific schemes and for this
purpose the entire allotment of the block in social work in women and
children is not transferred to them; only ceriain percentage of expenditure
incurred by them on specific schemes is given by way of help. In spite of
und_ertaking some schemes by the Board much work will be left for the Lady
Social Welfare Officers the Black who have to look after many other
activities connected with welfare of woimen and children.

Shri MAHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): In how many Blocks situated
in the North Bank social welfare activitics are being carried on ?

Mr. SPEAKER : The list h

: as been given in reply to question 121 (e).
Shri NILMONEY (Dibrugar

h) : In view of the fact that afier passing
of the Panchayat Act the Anchalik Panchayats will have the right to scruti-
nise the budgets of the C. D. & N. E. S. Blocks, will Government state if the

money transferred to the Social Welfare Board is subject to scrutiny by the 4
Anchalik Panchayats and whether the amount allotted under this head can be
reappropriated by the Panchayat to other heads ?

S_hri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : When the funds are placed at
the disposal of the Ancl

L L / 1alik Pauchayats all the expenditure which will be
incurred will be subject to the scrutiny of the Anchalik Panchayats. I have

already made it clear that, funds arc allotied for different schemes and it
will be open to the Anchalik Panchayats to incur expenditure in 2ny way they
like under those heads. But if any, = Anchalik Panchayat considers that funds
allotted under any particular head should be transferred to some other head,

it can approach the Government and we shali after taking into consideration
the views of the Anchalik Panchayat give permissic

ik on for such transfer from
one head to another subject to the condition that funds provided for Agricul-
ture will not be premited for to be utlised. ;
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa): Whetherit is a
fact that the Commitiee formed by the Social Welfare Board in a particular
Anchalik Panchayat will function as a functional Sub-Committee of the
Anchalik Panchayat ?
~ Shri FAKH RUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister Community Project): That
is so:

’ Shri SARBESWAR BARDOLOI (Titabar): When the entire is not man-
datory to transfer to the Social Welfare Board why a circular has been issued
from Shillong that the entire amount should be transferred to the integrated

: Social Welfare Board ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AMED : No Sir the circular is in respect
of schemes taken by the Social Welfare Board. If these schemes are approved
by the Anchalik Panchayat the contribution necessary for these schemes will
be transferred to the Social Welfare Board. But the Social Welfare Board
will have to satisfy that the amount given to them will been spent for the
purpose for which it was given.

Shri MAHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): My previous question was whether
glere are social welfare activities in any of the Blocks situated in the North

ank.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: 1 have given the whole list.

Mr. SPEAKER: It appears that out of nine such blocks three are in
the North Bank.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: The Minister has said that due
to communication difficultics social welfare activities could not be underta-
ken in the Murkongselek Block. There are some Blocks, such as Panitola,
Tengakhat and Jeypore, where there are no communication difficulties, but
still such activities have not been undertaken. What is the reason ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: As 1 have said we are taking steps
to extend these activities. If my friend can help me I shall see that these
are extended in his subdivision as early as possible.

Mrs JYOTSNA CHANDA : (Silchar-West) Are Government aware that
each and every Block has not got a Lady Social Organiser ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Yes, that is so.

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA: What steps are Government taking
to employ them ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: The difficully is in getting suitable
candidates. Unfortunately in the past men where employed in place of lady

g social education officers. 1 have passed strict orders that, in future, all
vacancies meant for lady social education officers should be filled by suitable

and qualified ladies.

Starting of a seed farm in the Agomani Shadow Block in the
Dhubri Subdivision

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj) asked :
#122, Will the Minister-in-chaige ol Agriculture be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that Government proposed to start a seed
farm in the Agomani Shadow Block in the Dhubii Subdivision ?

)
Rl . . Y N
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(b) When the proposal was made first ?
(¢) How many parties have been approached for the land for the
purpose ?
(d) What was the naturc of negotiation made for lands with the
land owners ?
() What is the present position of the proposed farm ?
p
Shri LARSINGH KHYRIEM (Deputy Minister, Agriculture) replied :
p

122, (a)—Yes.

(b)—1It is the general policy of the Government to have a seed
Farm in each Block subject to availability of land.

(c) & (d)—The Anchalik Panchayat, Agomani was entrusted to find
suitable land for the farm.

(e)—As the Panchayat failed to provide land, the Seed Farm for
this Block is proposed to be amalgamated with the existing Agricuture Farm
at Golaganj to which the Panchayat has no objection. This Seed Farm at
Golakanj will also cater to the necds of Agomani Block.

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADIIANI (Golakganj) : i,
& ARWCT FCACT A LAFIGNF wists a1 4441 (oeita w00 Foml qelqgs 9ge
e crqar2fom fir atffq e wwvcer camin it frace arfe wifoer ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURI (Minister, Agricul
ture) : 12 information 32 ¢z 7T |

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI I TEiva
ACACT T 4391 fEeiia »f% Fyanl wegmean @3 Faiw o1 612 tofom @ 5wt
W3 w1 fawl effs eermee cool o faare Aty wifes g s
B T Scoy Bt @A ra o ~—qlF g 798 CUF Fifests s @5
4fm—a% 3 a1 AT 2

Damage caused by Cyclone to public institutions of Thowra and Mahmora
Mouzas of Sibsagar Subdivision

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked :
*123. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state —

(a) Whether itis a fact that a Cyclone in 1959 damaged and
felled many public institutions and individual houses in
Thowra and Mahmora Mouzas of Sibsagar Subdivision ?

(b) Whethel‘?Government received any proposal for relief mea-
sures ?

(¢) Ifso, whether the money was sanctioned for relief measures
and if not, whether Government will arrange to expedite
the sanction ?

.
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

123. (a)—Yes.

(b) —Not yet. But information has been received that enquiries
have been made by the local Ollicers and proposal for relief is being sub-
mitted. .

(¢)—Government will consider about sanctioning money for relief
as soon as the proposal is received from the local Officers who are being
asked to expedite submission of proposal in this regard.

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) : =i TiTS R |
TV GaracT 2

Shri HARESWAR DAS : svisies |

Regarding tour of the Weaving Superintendent, Kamrup and the Weaving
Inspector, North Bank

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East) asked :

#124. Will the Minister-in-charge of Scriculture and Weaving be pleased
to state—

(2) Whether the Weaving Superintendent, ‘Kamrup and the Wea-
ving Inspector, North Bank arc touring officers and required
to tour in the villages ?

(b) If so, how many days the Weaving Superintendent of Gauhati
and the Weaving Inspector, North Bank toured in the flood
affected arcas of Nalbari and what are the villages they
inspected stating the date of visit in each case ?

(¢) How many days, excluding the days for attending Project
Advisory Board meetings, the Superintendent of Weaving
Kamrup visited North Bank of Gauhati Subdivision and
Barpeta Subdivision during 1958 and 1959 ? (Reply showing
the dates and the villages visited to be given).

(d) What steps Government propose to take for the scanty WorIk
of the Superintendent in the rural areas and how it is pro-
posed to increase the efficiency of work particularly for the
rural areas ?

+Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister, Sericulture and
Weaving) replied :

124. (a)—Yes.

(b)—The weaving Superintendent, Gauhati and the Co-operative
Weaving Inspector, Gauhati (North) undertook tours for 3 and 9 days res-
pectively in the flood-affected areas of Nalbari during the year 1958-59. The
names of the villages visited by these officers together with the dates of
their visits are furnished below —

t English translation of Minister’s replies in Assamese,
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la) By Weaving Superintendent, Gauhati

1. Kamarkuchi and Nalbari

2. Jagara and Kekohati

3. Nalbari

16th Scpiember 1958
17th September 1958
22nd September 1959,

(b) By Co-operative Weaving Inspector Gauhaii (North)

1. Nalbari

2. Nalbari, Jaymanglar, Napit-

para, Koibartyatola.

3. Balikuchi, Bihampur,
Chandkuchi,

4. Nalbari

5. Chandkuchi

6. Chandkuchi, Mohkholi,
Barkkuriha, Bar-Ajra,
Khudra-Sankara, Bor-
nordi Nij-Bahjani.

7. Nalbari, Mugkuchi

8. Khudia, Khatabari

9. Jagara, Belsor

I7th August 1958.
[8th August 1958,

19th August 1958.

24th November 1958.
27th January 1959,
28th January 1959,

29th January 1959,
30th January 1959,
31st January 1959,

(©)—The Weaving Superintendent, Gauhati toured for as many as

21 days excluding the days for attending the project
tings in the North Bank of Gauhati Subdivision an
during the years 1958 and 1959, The names of the vi

are furnish below—
1. Soalkuchi
. Hajo
. Mussalpur
. Nityananda

[ I N N O

Bagmara, Gor
. Ganakkuchi ...
Kamarkuchi, Nalbari

Jagara, Kokohatti

RN T - N

Hajo

Advisory Board Mee-

d Barpeta Subdivision

llages visited wi:h dates
26th May 1958,
16th June 1958,
12th September 1958,
13th September 1958.

14th September 1958.
15th September 1958.
16th September 1958,
17th September 1958,
18th September 1958,
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10. Soalkuchi 18th September 1958.
11. Rangiya 20th November 1958.
12. Tih - 21st November 1958.
13, Mulssapur ... 29nd November 1958.
14. Mussalpur 18th December 1958.
15. Ganak kuchi ... 22nd January 1959.
16. Pathsala 23rd January 1959.

17. Soalkuchi
18. Nalbari

11th August 1959.
22nd September 1959.

19. Barama, Mussalpur 23rd September 1959.
20. Ganakkuchi, Pathsala ... 24th September 1939.
21. Soalkuchi 14th November 1959.

(d)—1It is not a fact that the Superintendént has got a less work to
He has to supervise Weaving Activities in his jurisdiction comprising
of four districts, besides supervising the activities of 11 peripatetic Weaving
Parties, onc Dyeing and Printing Party and eight Weaving Training Classes.

do.

The following steps have been adopted to increase efficiency—

(1) The Superintendent to devote more time in supervision.
(2) The Weaving Inspector to tour 20 days in a month.

(3) One Typist-cum-Lower Division Assistant is to be given to

the Office of the Weaving Inspector to relieve him from
Office Work if Government agree.

(4) To reduce the jcl.{lrisdiction of the Superintendent
an

(5) To create a Circle of Weaving Inspector at Nalbari.

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : (a) = |

(b) cir=the “B2fe: pAfaadTees’ ot izl (Beq) ‘F-Tahe
B2fe: 29cA3a” ataaT o M9 TFE 5 a7 Ssav-5 5w czia) atw A 4SS

THAITT TS G Ffaoa | 42 @39 S5ty a1 Faiw dfigca  cofed
78 fAats sttag i =fe sifad s fam za

(a) B2fe: ptifamchared cletbiea—

(3) >ver B >o BT Sifged FIg 35 TiF A |
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(2) >sev 593 >a BLYw St Blei=l T ECFEIR | =
(&) oW wr 2 TEAAIAICE ColfE |

(b) F'uArnziee_B&fS: Fwraza, ez (Bea)—

(3) >vev IR >a ez @nzed qEEIEIE cdlfoa |

R) . w5 »  AFAY, glEndeEl, arfvsdiay,

CFageal |
fo)- "% G 95 o, »  AEED, Fzada, srgtgs Ceifge |

-

(8) 5 5 AT,  TEAIAIE ColftE |
(G) >9ed» L, 19 :’:ﬂw%—:f ) BI'-"TTF[’J_EET E'fI‘ﬁEW |

(C) T e B .  BIWEG, wzyfa, a9gfRE, 33 g,

Ty, qd9fw e g lzgifas
estfoer |

) Dl 2R s TEATNG TAFEE |
(E)E Sadiog B9 . 4 s FaAl, AMBEIEITE Cotfes
@) s e BD o TI6NA] i FETAcH osiftar |

A

(e) chizthi B2fsr  pAETBTCESE ssev =F  S»ad> BaIs  ofrgs
quetzgd! A&7 b g 2> foa eamih e Fmeetd zgan Ffeg e
guq Ffafos | w9 sifew enw frn za9—

(3) s>»ev BT 20 @  wiffd cararEEs
() o wode"mE e

(®) . s SRCWATT ,,  TpEYS |

(8) . o o0, o, fiAsiam

(¢) » »s 8 P R I |

) s w36 . . e 6

(1) w2, TR G G TE

(#) =, 93 5 ae  GTTIR U FpEth N
(3) 0 e 3, o, TE

(>e) - » O AT ,,  charmgs |

(35) e R0 ., 3

5°*) 22 g R »9 39 Bz 1

{>9) 2 99 R 2w ey IBEYF ) \_]
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(>8) >»e» 579 >v fEreeq Sifqed T3 |

(>c) ’ . R TRAFY ,, AT=FH I

(>0) - ,, W0 TiFatar ,,  dAtEEiE |

(53) a3 TR, clrEETER

(>v) ., s R TG ,. TR

(33) 09 .y V0 2 1] a9, TBEYA |
(0) 40 9e R84y 5y ATy, A3
(x3) b, 8 TR ,, ClEEFEE |

(d) pATfETCETeSa =7 1T 47 7161 757 | o8 bifyd faemg s ety
F Afeda Al BAfRs > >B almie Ima fw wEg st 9w @Bl R 9
Al v Fi Al @3 a1 TR SHRe e wen gzt 7
tzre e IpE[y Fged 5—

(5) pAtfRAchredta ARm T Tl wte @fs 7 firats Tog |

() BEfS: FarAza= AEFs 2o 17 FTHmg 97 |

(o) @ BISst = wraft e Towsseq ofevs fo owsidaq
fea Fag 2 |

(8) pAIfFChossT M ACRis T2 Towl 3 AP

(c) Torife ot «bi BEfeg 29049 plesire AAfvgs 7 <197 7x
pEE 2wl |

Shri PRABHATNARAYAN CHOUDHURY : =31 Itz
stie=rcs prAfRacbrerd Iwachla fewae 2> fast T9 0B clipw 99
qACT ?

Mr. SPEAKER : cordts waizibl 9ie Iquaibiy 8 Fwx |

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
{oT which answers were laid on the table)

Deputation of Mr. Rangachari, by the Auditor General to enquire into the
defunct agency matiers of the Supply Department.

Shri PHANT BORA (Nowgong) asked :
300. Will the Minister, Supply be pleased to state—
() Why Mr. Rangachari, 1.A.8., @ fairly junior officer was brought over

by passing the Accountant General, Assam tO enquire into
defunct agency matters of the Supply Department.

PRp——
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(b) Whether the officer had any knowledge or experience of the war-
time condition and the background under which Government
has to set up these agencies ?

(c¢) What is the total cost involved in producing the report ?

(d) Whether the Accountant General, Assam and the Supply Depart-
ment who are mainly concerned were given any scope to com-
ment on the report ?

(e) Whether it is a fact that except Ex-Secretary, Finance, all officers
of the Finance and Supply Departments who had occasion to
deal with the supply agency matters were severely criticised in
the report ?

(f) Whether it is a fact that some of the officers have retired or are
about to retire, while some have got promotion and yet no
action has been taken against them except against one petty
officer of the Supply Department and an Assistant of the

Finance Department ?
(g) When the report was received by Government ?
(k) Whether the report was secured for purity of administration ?

(i) Whether it is a fact that Finance Dcpartment definitely directed the
Supply Department to close these accounts within 2 months or

31st March, 1957 ?

(j) Whether the accounts of these agencies have since been closed

or not ?
(k) If not, how and when Government propose to do it ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Supply) replicd :

300. (a)—Shri Rangachari is not an 1. A. S officer but he belongs to
Class 1of the Indian Audit and Accounts Service. He was deputed by the
Auditor General at the request of the State Government in consultation with

Accountant General.
(b)—The officer must have gathered the necessary knowledge from

the records.”

(¢)—Rs. 15,413.

(d)—A copy of the report was given to Accountant General and
Government is having the report examined independent of the Supply
Department who will be consulted as and when necessary.

e)—There is no severe criticism except against one former Deputy
Director, Supply (Accounts). Some irregularities are however, said to have
been committed by a few other officers of the Supply and Finance

Department.

)—Proceedings have been drawn up against the Deputy Director,
Supply (Accougts) mentioned above but there was no occasion to take actiox;
against any Assistant of the Finance Department. Two of the officers con-
cerned have retired and some of the others have got promotion in the normal
course. The question whether any action is necessary against any serving
officer is under examination. ,
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(g)—26th April 1958.

(h)—No. Government’s intention in obtaining the report was
finally to scttle the claim and counter claims in respect of the different
Supply Agencies. :

(i) - In November, 1956 Supply Department was asked to close the
accounts of the Agencies within two months and they were again asked to
close the accounts of two Agencies within 31st March, 1957 but neither of the
suggestions proved practicable because of the complexities involved in the
claims and counter claims.

(7 )—No.

(£#)—The matter is under examination and legal opinion is being
obtained on some point. It is difficult to give any time limit because it might
ultimately be necessary to refer the matter to arbitration.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati): With regard
to (e) it is said that there is no severe criticism except against one former
Deputy Director, Supply (Accounts). Whether it is a fact that the said Dy.
Director of Supply was appointed by the State Electricity Board after his
retirement ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Supply) 3 As far as
my information goes this officer is under suspension. Is the Hon’ble
member referring to Mr. Hiren Sen ? Heic under suspension.

Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHA .YYA: whether itis a fact that
after his suspension from Govt. service he was appointed in the State
Electricity Board ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I require notice Sir.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): Will the Govt. please
enquire into it ?

Shri FAKHARUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): The position
is that before this order of suspension was served on him, his services were
deputed in the State Electricity Board. But soon after the order of suspen-
sion he has been removed from the Board.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Electricity): We
got him on deputation. g

Extension of the bus line from Koupati upto Dhansirighat. :

Md. MATLEBUDDIN (Dalgaon) Asked :

301. Will the Minister, State Transport be pleased to state—

(a)—When the Transport bus line has been exténted upto Koupati?
(b)— Why the said bus line has only been extended upto Koupati ?

(¢)—Who applied for extension upto Koupati and on whose recom=
mendation this extension has been made ?

(d)—Why the sufferings for want of communication facility of
other people living in the distant villages have not been
considered at all ?
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(e)—What is the distance from Dalgoan to Koupati and Koupati to
Lower Dhansirighat ?

(f)—Whether Government have lately reccived any petition for the
extension of the bus line upto Dhansirighat ?

(g)—If the answer is in the aflimative, why this extension has so
long not been made ?

(h)Whether Government will be pleased to  expedite the extension
of this bus line considering the plight of the pcople of ]
these area ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A.SANGMA (Minister, Transport) : replied.

e

301. (2)—The bus line has been extended upto Koupati with effect from
16th October, 1958 by State Transport.

(b)—The demand was for extension of the Statc Transport Service
upto Koupati. Morcover the road upto Dhansiri West was also not possible
for vehicular traflic.

(¢)—The demand for the extension came from all quarters when

tage carriages withdrew their buses from operation. Amongst

the represantationists for the extension of the service to  Koupati, were
Shri B. C. Bhagavati, M. P., Shri O. K. Das, M. L. A., Shri Matlebuddin

Ahmed, M. L. A., Shri Gogeswar Barua, etc.

d)— The suffering of the public have been taken into considcration
on receving representations from the public.

¢)—The distance from Dalgaon to Koupati is 4 (four) miles and
from Koupati to Lower Dhansirighat is 5 to 6 miles.

(f)—Yes.
—The road has not yet been ready for plying of State Transport

Services regularly.
(h)—Yes. Government will consider.

the private s

Starving condition of the Hills Tribes neople of South Hailakandi of Cachar
residing near Mizo Hills

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked :

302, Will the Revenue Minister be pleased to state-—

(2) Whether Government are aware that the Hill tribes people of
South Haliakandi of Cachar District residing near Mizo Hills

district are also in starving condition ?
hether it is a fact that people of those areas have applied for

relief and loan ?
so, what measures have been taken by Government in this

regard ?
Shri HARESWAR DAS  (Minister, Revenue)  replied :

(») W
(c) 1f

302. (a)—Yes-
b) & (c)—People have not applied for loan but Government have

( : :
rendered relief amounting to Rs. 2,000 worth of rice, besides, milk, atta, f

d cash grant of Rs. 150. A sum of Rs. 10,000 was a i i
Chehsac g out Test Relief Works in the area. Ehen

for carryin
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Regarding lands in Dalgaon and at villages No.’1 & 2 Bargarakhati

Md. MATLEBUDDIN (Dalgaon) asked :

303. Will the Revenue Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government are aware that lands in Dalgaon, No.land 2
Bargarakhuti villages are under cultivation for a long time ?

(b) If so, by whom (A list of the names of the cultivators may kindly
be given) ?

(¢) How long these cultivators are in the actual possession of the land
in the above three villages ?

(d) Whether the lands in the above three villages have been settled
with anybody ?

(e) If so, who are the persons to whom the said lands have been
settled ?

(f) What is the total area of the land comprising the said three
villages ?

(¢) Whether any periodic or annual patta to the the settiement holders
has so long been issued and if so, what are the names to whom
pattas were issucd (A list of pattadars periodic or annual may
kindly be given) ?

(#7) Whether Government are aware the said lands have been sold by
the pattadars ?

(i) If so, to whom the lands have been sold ?

(f) Whether the pattadars were in actuual possession of the said lands ?

(k) If not, on what basis pattas were issued in their names depriving
the actual occupanis who had been cultivating the said land for
not less than 25 years ?

() Whether any eviciion-operation has so long been made by
Government on the said lands ?
() If so, what is the result of the eviction ?

(n) Whether all the lands in question have been setiled in these three
villages ?

(o) Whether Government have lately received any petition for settle-
ment of the said land from the present ocupants in the three
villages ?

(p) Whether the present occupants of the said land are the original

© settlers ?

(¢) Whether Covernment propose to hold a
to the said land ?

(r) If so, whether Government will expedite the enquiry ?
(s) Why no settlement has yet been given to
who are still in possession of the land 2

® Whetherqthe present occupanis of the land have been “Touzi®
rents ?

(u) If so, how long they have been so paying ?

(v) Whether Government aware that the occupants accquired occu-

pancy rigth by virtue of long settlement of the 1 e
from the beginning till now ? Ada bt ahem

proper enquiry in regard

the original occupants
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Revenue Minister) replied :

303._(&)—-Thcr(_: are lands under cultivation at villages No. | and 2 Bha-
gurakhuu. There is no land under cultivation at Dalgaon where the land
is used for residential purposes only.

(b)—A list is placed on the Library Table.

(e)—The patta holders arc in po.scssion of  their patta land
from_ the date of their respective settlement. The encroachers, as per list
mentioned at (4) above are in possession of the land since 1949,

(d)—Yes, as per list mentioned in reply at (b) above.

) (_e)—JThc_- names of persons with whom settlement has been given
is in the list mentioned (b) above.

(H-—2628B. 2K. 3L.

(g)—This list mentioned at (&) above contains the names of persons
to whom annual and periodic pattas have been issued.

_(h)——Yes, some periodic lands are reported to have been sold but
no mutation has yet been sought for. There is no report of sale of annual

land.
(i)—The information is not readily available as no mutation has

yct been sought for.
(j)—The pattadars are in possession of their respective land.
(k)-—Does not arise.
(1)—Eviction from unauthorised occupation of sarkari land in vil-
lages Bargarakhuti No. 1 and 2 was carried out in 1949 and every year in

Dalgaon.
(m)—The result is that immediately after cviction the same set of

encroachers re-encroach the land.
(n)— The list mentioned in (b) above indicate the area settled in

these villages.
(0)—Yes.

in their occupation.
(p)—Itis not understood by the words (original settlers) but the

encroachers are in ocupation since 1949 although cvicted every year.

(¢) —Enquiries are being made into the claims of each applicants
2 Sub-committee appointed by the Local Land Settlement R%visory

Some of the encroachers applied for settlement of land

by
Committee.
(r)—1It is being expedited.

(s)—Because settlement can not be given merely on ground of un-
authorised occupation. ‘

(t) & (u)—The pattadars have been paying regular land revenue
from the year of settlement and Touzi Bahir Revenue is collected from un-
authorised occupants of the land from the year of their respective occupation.
(v)—1t is not a fact that occupancy right accrues to an encroacher.
adar occupants of periodic land have acquired the right of land

The patt ) .
d those of annual land have acquired the right as expressed in the

holder an
annual patta.

b
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Regarding arrest and jhulum to .men and women of Santak Bor Miri Gaon
in Sibsagar Subdivision

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) asked :
304. Will the Claef Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that on the 16th January, 1960 the villagers
both men and women, including a mad man named Ampung
Pange of Santak Bor Miri Gaon in Sibsagar Subdivision,
were chased and beaten and some of them were also
arrested ?

(b) Why they were arrested as such and what were the charge
against them ?

(¢) How many of them were arrested and beaten ?
(d) Whether Gm-'crnmcm_ 1s aware that the public is demanding
open judicial enquiry into the matter ?

(e) If so, what is the decision of the Government ?
Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replied :

304. (a)—On 16th January, 1960 Nazira Police arrested some persons of
Santak Mirigaon village in connection with case No. 10(1)60, under section
379, I.P.C. and No. 11(1)60 under sections 147/325/342, I.P.C. Regarding the
allegation of beating and chasing the matter is under enquiry vide replies to
(c) and (e),

(b) —The persons were arrested in connection with above-noted two
cases one under section 379 and the other under sections 147/325)342/186,
L P C.

(¢)—Thirty-six persons were arrested.

One accused, piz., Govinda Chandra Paw after his release on bail on
20th January 1960 has, however, lodged a complaint on 25th January, 1960
at Sibsagar Court under sections 325/448/427. 1. P. C. against the officer-in-
charge, one Assistant Sub-Inspector and one constable of Nazira Police
Station. The case is pending enquiry by Magistrate.

(d)—In a public meeting held on [1th February, 1960 at Santak
Bormirigaon a resolution demanding judicial enquiry was passed.

(e)—Government will consider taking action on receipt of the
report from the Magistrate. A report from Deputy Commissioner, Sibsagar
has been called for on the Resolution adopted in the public meeting.

Regarding petition lodged by poor adhiars of Vidyapara under Dhubri
Subdivision

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked :
305. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the number of poor adhiars—namely
(1) Shri Monoranjan Deb Nath, (2) Shri Bipin Chandra
Nath, (3) Nripendra Nath, (4) Tara Mohon Nath, (5) Lak-
shmi Kanta Nath, (6) Buda and Upendra Nath of Vidyapara
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under Dhubri Subdivision lodged petition before the
Deputy Commissioner on 3rd of February, 1960 that the
landlords have been attempting to cause breach of peace and

engaged a number of Goondas ?

() Whether it is also a fact that the Deputy Commissioner, Dhubri
ordered the officer-in-charge of Police Station, Dhubri to
enquire into the matter ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the officer-in-charge, Dhubri Police
Stalion went to the place of petitioners and threatened them
in filthy languages ?

(d) If so, what steps have becn taken against the Police Officials ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replied :

305. (a)—Yes, a petition was submitted to Deputy Commissioner, Goal-

para on 3rd February, 1960.
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—It is not a fact.
(d)—Does not arise.

Restoration of Shiva Narayan Swami Mandir to the Harijans of
Gauhati, Amingaon and Pandu

Shri HIRALAL PATWARI (Panery) asked :
306. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(2) What steps have been taken by Government to restore to the
3000 Harijans of Gauhati, Amingaon and Pandu their Shiva
Narayan Swami Mandir situated at Dighulipukhuri-par of

Gauhati Town ?

(») Whether it is a fact that the said Mandir was demolished with
the help of the Deputy Commissioner’s Nazir and local
police on the 11th November, 1959 without any knowledge
of the Harijans ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that a gentleman has claimed the ownership
of the plot of land where the said Mandir is situated ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that the said gentleman instituted a case
in the law court against three particular Harijan individuals
one of whome is long dead, and obtained and ex-parte decree
about two years back from the Court to evict them from

their private lands ?

(e) Whether it is a fact that attempt was made to enforce the above
decree in the plot of land where the Harijan Mandir is
situated ?

() Whether it is a fact that two years back the said decree coul
not be served because the Government Piyada reported ct)l?ac:
the Mandir land did not belong to the three individual
Harijens against whom the decree was obtained ?

(y) Whether it is a fact that Government has connived at the il
and unauthorised demolition of religious Mandir ? tHege’
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(k) Whether it is a fact that the present Deputy Commissioner of
Kamrup when he along with the Additional District Magis-
{rate went to make an enquiry on the spot in the Harjan
Mandir area was attacked by the man of the decree-holder ?

(i) Whether it is a fact that on behalf of the Harijan Unnanyan
Samiti several representations have been made to Govern-
ment including the Chief Minister of Assam and the Prime
Minister of India ?

(j) Whether it is a fact that the Chief Minister assured the Samiti’s
deputationists on the 21st of December 1959 that he would
settle the matter within a week ?

(k) Whether the Chief Minister has by now acted his assurance and
what steps have been taken by him to meet the demand of
the Harijans ?

(1) Whether it is a fact that the Chief Minister with the Deputy
Commissioner, Kamrup asked the said decree-holder to meet
him in connection with the above matter but the decree
holder refused to meet him ?

(m) Whether Government are aware as to whether the Prime Minister
of India has replied to the memorandum submitted to him
by the Harijan Unnayan Samiti on the 10th January last and
or whether the Prime Minister has given any advice to the
State Government on the matter ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replied :

306. (a)—After the decree of the Civil Court, Government have no
authority to restore the alleged temple to the Harijans. The parties affected
by decree may scck, if they like, redress in the appellate court.

- (b)—Yes. The Nazir executed the decree passed by the Jearned
Sub-judge, L.A.D., Gauhati in T. S. No. 81/53 under the directions of the
court.

(¢)—Shrimati Nafizunnessa has claimed the ownership of the land.
’ (d)—The lady obtained an ex-parte decree. Government have no
information and it is also not clear from the judgment whether one of the
parties was long dead.

(¢)—Yes, the decree was executed and delivery of possession was
glven as per caurt’s order.

( £)—1It is not a fact.

(g)—Government only carried out the direction of the Court.

(k) —There was no attack or attempt at attack on the Deputy Com-
missioner or Additional District Magistrate but a Chowkidar of the decree-
holder attempted to attack some other persons who went there to assist the
Deputy Commissioner and Additional District Magistrate in an enquiry in
connection with law and order. :

(i)—Yes.

(j) — The Chief Minister assured the deputationists that he would
look into the matter, but no specific time was set. :

(k)—The Chief Minister instructed the Deputy Commissioner,
Kamrup to look into the matter and if possible to provide a plot of land
elsewhere for a temple. :
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(¢)—1It is not a fact,

(m)—This Government is not aware of the Haryjan Unnayan Samiti
received any communication from the Primce Minister of India. The
Prime Minister has passed on the represcatauon wo the Chief Minister.

Regarding pending cases in Land Seitlement Advisory gCommittee,
Barpeta Subdivision

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked :
307, Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state—

() How many cases relating lands and their settlement as well as
other land disputes are now pending in Land Settlement Ad-
visory Committee, Barpeta Subdivision ?

(h) When they will be disposed of finally ?
(¢) Why they are pending for such a long time ?
Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Revenue) replied :

307. (a)—Six such cases are now pending for consideration of the Land
Settlement Advisory Committee, Barpeta.

(b)—Precise time can not be given b.uL these will be disposed of as
soon as the Land Settlement Advisory Committec come to decision on them.

(c)—The cases are pending for scttlement of various conflicting
claims of different groups of people. Much time has been lost in making
necessary enquiries into these claims and counter claims.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog): Sir, with regard to
reply (a), may I know what are those six cases now pending ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Dy Minister Revenue): Sir, Kaimari P.
G. " R., Secondly, setttiement of 2000 bighas of land from Sonakuchi
Dhanbandha VGR, thirdly, 6000 bighas of land from Barpeta P. G, R. four-
thly Borbala PGR, fifthly Sorbhog town and the next is Balarbhita waste
lands. These are the 6 cases.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR : Sir, when these are pending ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : Some of the cases are pending since 1944,

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR : Is it fact that Borbela is pending
from 1944.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : Yes, from 1944.  Now Sir, some settle-
ments were made, at the begining but the Revenue Tribunal set aside those
settlements, and then there was deresarvation in 1954 again.
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Regarding reservation of Barbill Kacharibari P.G.R. in Nowgong District
Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) asked :
308. Will the Minister. Revenue be pleased to state—

(a) The time when Barbill Kacharibari P. G. R. of Dhing Circle,
Nowgong District was reserved ?
(b) The area that is reserved now ?
(e) With whom it is settled, i. e., whether in co-operative or indi-
vidual basis it is distributed ? h
(d) Whether it is a fact that in Dhing Bagatikrishi Samalaya which
demanded land, was not given land ?
(e) If not, why not ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Revenue) replied :

308. (a)— Altogether an area of 2,500 bighas of land from the Bar-
bill Kacharibari P. G. R. was temporarily thrown open on different dates as

shown below :~—

(1) 200 bighas on 5th June 1951.

(2) 1,400 bighas on 15th April 1953.
(3) 600 bighas on 18th February 1956.
(4) 300 bighas on 29th January 1957.

(b)—An area of 4,862B. 1K. I9L. of land still remains as reserved.

(¢)—Out of 2,500 bighas of land temporarily thrown open, an area
of 200 bighas was allotted for cultivation on Co-operative basis and the rest
to the deserving individuals who are landless cultivators of the locality.

(d) & (e}—No application from the Dhing Bagati Krishi Samalaya
praying for allotment of land in Barbill Kachari P.G. R, was received. But
on receipt of application, dated 1st May, 1558 for land in the said P. G. R.
from the Pragati Krishi Samabay submiited by Shri Lakhikanta Barua and
others Government directed the Deputy Commissioner., Nowgong that the -
individual settlement in the reserve should not be given and if the reserve is
to be permanently opened for settlement the view of the Land Settlement Ad-
visory Committee should be obtained and reported to Government, No land
has been yet settled in the P. G. R. and all the petitions for lands are under.
consideration of the sub-committee constiteted by the Land Settlement Ad-
visory Committee held on 2nd September 1959. As such the question of
granting settlement does not arise at this stage. '

Completion of the incomplete cmbankments of Nonoi in Mangaldai
Subdivision

Shri DANDI RAM DUTTA (Mangaldai) asked :

309. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Department (flood

Control) be pleased to state :—
(a) Whether Government received several representations from time
to time for completing the incomplete embankments of Nos=
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noi in Mangaldai Subdivision from N T
Patharriaghat ? orth .runk Road to

(b) Whether Government are awarc that due to keeping the said em-
bankments incomplete, six mouzas of Mangaldai Subdivision
e. ., Sipajhar, Lokrai, Roinakuchi, Dipila, Dahi and some
parts of Hindughopa were affected by the last flood ?

(¢) Whether Government will be pleased to take u i
( 1 as : p the project for
protection of this arca from flood in future ? bht

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-charge, Public
Works Department, Flood Control) replied :

309 (a)— Yes.
(6)—Yes. Due to copious spilling of the banks during high floods
some of the areas in these Mouzas used to be flooded occasionally since

long time.
(¢)—The Scheme will be considered for inclusion in the Third

Plan on the basis of its relative priority.

Establishment of one Seeds Farm in each Anchalik Panchayat

Shri MAHADEV DAS [Barpeta, (Reserved for Scheduled Castes)] asked

310. Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state—
(2) Whether there is such provision as to establish one Seed Farm in
each Anchalik Panchayat ?

(b) If so what step is being taken to establish one such Farm in the
Bhabanipur Anchalik Panchayat ?

Shri LARSINGH KHYRIEM (Deputy Minister, Agriculture) replied :

310. (a)—The Government propose 1o establish progressively one Seed

Farm in each Block.
(b)—There is yet no such scheme for Bhabanipur.

Regarding the Sluice gate of Boraikhowajan in Barpeta Subdivision.

Shri SURENDRA NATH DAS (Pataharkuchi) asked :
311. Will the Minister. P.W.D. (Flood Control) be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the sluice gate of Barcikhowajan was recommended to
be cxecuted to the Subdivisional Development Board
3

Barpeta ?
(») If so, when the work of the project will be started ?
(¢) Whether the work will be started soon ?

d) Whether Government will be pleased to complet
: of the coming rainy season ? plete the work

M. MOINUL I.JAQUE _CHOUDHURY [ Minister-in-charge, P, W, D
. (Flood Control & Irrigation Wing)] replied : o
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311, (a)—The proposal was approved by the Subdivisional Development
Board, Barpeta in its meeting held on 3rd September, 1959.

(), (¢) & (d) —The scheme comprising of (i) construction of mar-
ginal embankments along Kaldiya and Deojora rivers in the aﬂ'cctqd area
and (ii) a sluice at Barcikhowajan has been drawn up at a rough cstxma_lcd
cost of Rs. 2,68,000. Due to stringent financial position its implementation
could not be taken up during the 2nd Plan period. The proposal will have to
wait till the 3rd Plan period for implementation on the basis of its relative
priority.

Number of Dispensaries taken over by Government in 1959-60.
Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked :
312. Will the Medical Minister be pleased to state—

(a) How many Dispensaries have been taken over by the Govern-
ment in the year 1959-60 ?

(&) Whether Guiya Dispensary has been taken over by the Govern-
ment in Kamalpur Circle ?

(¢) If not, whether Government will be pleased to take over the
said Dispensary in the year 1960-61 ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) replied :

312. (a)—-Presumz}bly, lhe_ hon’ble Member refers to the taking over
of the Local Board Dlspcdsnru_:s. If so, _the number of such dispensaries
taken over by the Government in 1959-60 is 2C0 and five out-centres.

(b)—No.
(¢)—Government will give due consideration along with others.

Circular issued by Secretary, State Basic Board regarding appointment
of teachers of Lower Primary Schools

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked :
213. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that a circular has been issued by the
Secretary, State Basic Board to the Secretaries of School
Boards to the effect that in the matter of appointment of
teachers of Lower Primary Schools only the cases of those
candidates who have passed the Teachers Test Examination
held by the State Basic Board are to be considered and the
candidates who passed the Teachers Training Examination
held by different School Boards prior to the State Board
Examination who are still un-employed are not to be
considered ?

(b) Whether the results of the Teachers Training Examination held
by dlglffer;'ent School Boards are approved by the State Basic
Board ?

(¢) Whether it was notified that the cases of those candidates who
were declared to have passed the Teachers Training Examina-
tion held by different School Boards and approved by the



126 QUESTIONS [ 816 APRIL,

State Basic Board will not be considered eligible for sub-
sequent appointments if they do noi pass ihe examination
held by the State Board ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that many School Boards
informed many unemployed Teachers Training passed candi-
dates that those who have already passed the Teachers
Training Examination iic] not appear in State Board held
Examination ?

(¢) Whether Government will be pleased to withdraw the said
Circular and lift the bar to appointment of those candidates
who were declared to have passed the Teachers Training
Examinations held by diffcrent School Boards and approved
by the State Board ?

_ Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister of Education) replied:

313. (a)—Yes, in the matter of appointment of teachers in Lower
Primary Schools, only the case of those candidates would be considered who
have passed the Teachers Test Examination held by the State Basic Educa-
tion Board.

No Teachers Training Examinations were held by School Boards.
(b)—No Teachers Training Examinations were held by School

Boards as such no approval by the State Board was necessary.
(@), (d) & (e)—Do not arise,

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) : Sir, here the
question has been wrongly printed. The question would have been “who
passed the Teachcrs_Tcst Examination” and not “who passed the Teachers
"I‘"rammg Examl_ﬁahon” and in all the subsequent questions the words
Teachers Training Examination® have becen written. Therefore, the whole
answer is wrong. So, Sir, may I ask the Deputy Minister whether there
was any Teachers. qut Examination held by the different School Boards
prior to the examination helq by the State Board Examination ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : Yes Sir,

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): Whether. the result of
the condidates who have beep declared passed by the respective School Boards
welrg forwarded to State Baord for their information and necessary appro-
va

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS . Approval is not necessary, but for infor-
mation the results were sent. )

Shei HARESWAR GOSWAMI (r : Isthere any examinati
like Teachers Test Examingtioy, 3 (Rampur) s re any examination

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : v,

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARTKA (Saikhowa) :  What is the qua-
lification required for appointment of primary teachers ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : M, v, or M. E,
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) : When com-
pulsory M. E. Examination is abolished what will be the equivalent qualifi-
cation necessury?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Education): M E.is
equivalent to M.V,

Shri MOHY KANTA DAS: (Barchalla) : Whether the persons who
have passed Class V11, VIII and IX will be cligible ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAM : Yes.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) : Whether the

Government will be pleased to consider the cases of those who have passed
the examination held by the different school Board in 1956 ?

Mr. SPEAKER :

) I think the examination is conducted by the State
Basic Board.

~ Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI : Recently a circular has been
issued by the Government that those who have passed” the examination con-

ducted by the School Board, their cases will not be considered. Will the
Government be pleased to withdraw that circular ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS :  Government will not withdraw the circu-
lar. The Schoel Boards used to conduct teachers Training Examination

upto 1956 but since 1958 the State Board concducts Teachers Training
Examination.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Is it a fact that the persons who
have not passed any examination have been oppointed as teachers whereas the

cases of those who have passed the Teachers Test Examination have not been
considered ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : T have no information to that effect, Sir.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery) :

¥ @6y Aqrw
wz) fiF AT W 7 A3tw 79wt Afjeg ?

Mr. SPEAKER :  ssev 570 2§y @i =foa, o2 e By
fabi cateatiata Fraca wieaT A1 73 @9 5 |

Shri SARBESWAR LORDALAI (Titabar) : 1 Aty #41 vis
oy 17 s Jdw e aite—e s o rreig oA g1 (a5 99
471 @itfo= ?

Shri RADHIKARAM DAS : 242 ifs seaye firrss oAip =%
qICS |

Regarding benefits of enhanced pay scale to Veterinary Field Assistants

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked :

314, Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary be pleased to state—
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(a) Whether it is a fact that some of the trained Veterinary Field
Assistants who are serving in the various insemination
branches, have not been given the benefit of enhanced pay
scale as has been given to others vide Finance Department
order of October, 1956 ?

(b) If so, why ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-charge of Veterinary)
replied :

314. (a)—Yes.

(b)—The pay scale of the Messenger Stockman (who are trained in
the Veterinary Field Assistant Course) was not included in the Government
Notification No.FEP.3 56/36, dated 26th December, 1956 regarding the revised
pay scale, 1956. However, proposal for granting the revised scale to them
is under consideration.

Expenditure of the Cattle show held at Gauhati in 1958-59
Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East) asked :
315. Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary be pleased to state —

(a) What is the total cost of the cattle show held at Gauhati last
year (1958-59) aud probable cost of that of the current year
(1959-60) 2

() Who are the participants of the Execution and who are the
beneficiaries ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that a very negligible part
of rural population is benefited by such Exhibition confined
among a few residents in the Town ?

(d) Whether Government are aware that a Committee for the pur-
pose is formed out of persons who are not interested and
some of whom have no privilege of their inclusion at all ?

(e) Whethgr_ Government propose to arrange in future small
exhibitions alternatively at all important centres for the
benefit of the cattle rearers ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Veterinary) replied :

315. (a)—Rs. 27,780.00 nP. was the total cost of the Cattle Show held
at Gauhati last year (1958-59) and Rs.22,000.00 nP. during the current year.

(b)—Bonaﬁde_ Cattle Breeders and persons interested in Live-stock
of the State have participated in the show. The beneficiaries are mostly
rural people.

(c) —Although the Cattle Show was held in the Town, most of the
participants came from the rural areas of the State.

(d) No. The members of the Committee are directly or indirectly
connected with Livestock Industry,
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(e)—Yes. The Department also organise Village ana District level
shows since 1959-60. This year 50 Village level and 4 district level shows
were held prior to holding the State Show.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East) : Do this
Minister know that some of the Members of this august House who were
appointed in "the Fxhibition Committee have no knowledge about the
inclusion of their names in the Exhibition Committee ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Veterinary) : Sir, I
have no information that the Hon. Members were not informed that-they
were appointed as Members of the Exhibition Committee.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) : Whether the
persons whose names were included as belonging to the Committee were
informed that they were appointed as Members of the Committee ?

M. MOINUL HAQUFE. CHOUDHURY : I have no information, Sir,
but I find that the names of Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya and Shri Prabhat
Narayan Choudhury amongst others are in the list of members of the
Committee. A booklet was printed giving the names of the members.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : Whether Government will take
steps to inform them now ?  (Laughter).

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : That can be done but it will
be of no use.

Amount of loan allotted for Cattle and Poultry ‘Farm?ng in 1959-60

Shri PHANI BORA (Nowgong) asked :
316. Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary be pleased to state—

(a) What is the amount of loan paid to private persons for Cattle and
Pouliry Farming in the year 1959-60 ?

() To how many persons it is paid ?
(¢) What is the result ?

I'Pill. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-charge Veterinary)
replied : .

316. (a)—Government have issued loan to the extent of the entire
amount of Rs.50,000 allotied for the Scheme,

~ ()15 (fiftcen) persons (including one Samiti—Assam Goseva)
Samiti) were given such lean.

(¢)—1It is too early to assess result asin most cases the loan has just
been given.
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Settlement of Khas lands by S. D. C., Mangaldoi from from 1956 to 1959
Md. MATLEBUDDIN (Dalgaon) : asked.
317. Will the Revenue Minister be pleased to state—

(a) How many Bighas of Government Khas land have been settled
with the people by the S. D. C., Mangaldai during the period
from 1956 to 1959 ? (Answer may be given with the area
of land settled ycar by year).

(b) Whether the S. D. C. has taken any advice or suggestion from
the Subdivisional Land Advisory Commitlee at the time
of settlement ?

(¢) What are the mauzas in which such lands have been settled ?
{Answer may be given with the arca of land mauza-wise) ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Revenue) replied :

317. (a)—1175B. 1K. 15L. in 1956-57, 771B. OK. 9L. in 1957-58,
307B. 3K. 14L./2254B. OK. 18L. in 1958-59.

(b)—No.

(¢)—The information are as follows—

Mauza AI}'Be:a SKexttlicg

1. Dalgaon East 480 2 6

2. Dalgaon West 214 4 5

3. Sialmari 175 1 2

4, Samabari P 105 2 6

5. Chapai - 93 4 4

6. Rangamati 156 2 10

7. Dahi 16 4-5

8. Bonmajha 80 1.1

9. Sarabari s o, 18 119

10. Lakrai - o 260 113
11. Rainakuchi s 14 4 10
12. Sipajhar 575 3 9
13. Dipila sos 47 213
14, Hindughapa 13 415

A
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Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS [ Rangiya (Reserved for Schedule
Tribes)] Sir, in reply to (b) the answer is negative. May I know when the land
Settlement Advisory Committee was coastituted for that purpose ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Revenue) : The Land
Settlement Advisory Committee is constituted generally for five years.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [ Minister, P. W. D. (Embank-
ment and Drainage) ] : Sir, I give an assurance in this House that the report
of the Embankment & Drainage Project Review Committee, Assam, generally
known as the Bhagawati Committee would be published. After the assurance
was given by me I tried to get the report printed so that every Hon. Member
might be supplied with a copy of the report. But unfortunately neither the
Government Press nor any private agency could undertake to print it within
the session. As such, Sir, I would crave your indulgence and permission to
place copies of this report on the Library Table. I am placing 38 ciclostyled
copies so that the Hon. Members may look into the same. (Please see
Library Register No.)

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : Each Member should be sup:
g!ied with a copy so that each of us can go through the report and
iscuss it.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY . In this session.
Mr. SPEAKER : No, in the next session.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : In the meanwhile the report
may be printed so that each member can be supplied with a copy.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : That can be done.

_ Regarding pay scales, system of of promotion, appointments and heavy works
in the Department of Local Fund Accounts

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked :

318. Will the Minister-in-charge of Finance be pleased to state--

(a) Whether Government arc of the feelings of the Local Auditors
that their pay scales were not suitably revised by the last pay
committee ?

(b) Whether there is any move for revision of their scales with a view
to upgrade the same ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the conditions of service of the Local
Auditors arc of exceptional nature, piz., they are to remain on
constant tour from the date of appointment till retirement ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that @hc scope of promotion of the Local
Auditors is practically nil ?

(ej) Whether there is any selection Grade of posts of Local Auditors
as in some other services ?
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( f) Whether the Local Auditors are cnjovine any special benefit in
shape of Compensatory Allowance. ete. ?
(g) If so, in what shape ?

(h) Whether it is a fact that the Government have recently ordered

for reduction of their daily allowances ?

(i) Whether it is a fact that very few qualified candidate now come
forward to accept job of the Loca! Auditors due to bad service
conditions and the posts arc filled up by indiscriminate promeo-
tions from among the clerical stait?

(i) Whether Government are aware that this isia great hindrance to
the efficiency of the department ?

(k) Whether it is a fact that the irainees for appointment as Assistant
Auditors were subscquently appointed as Junior Auditors, a
newly created gadre with a higher scale of pay ?

(1) Whether the scope ‘of training was extended to the cxisting Assis-
tant Auditors or not ?

(m) Whether it is correct to say that the Junior and Assistant Audi-
tors are entrusted with the similar naturc of work with cqual
responsibility ?

(n) Whether Governmient will remove the disparity of pay between
the Assistant Auditors and the Junior Auditors ?

319. Will the Minister of Finance be pleased to state—

(2) Whether it is a fact that some posts of Senior Auditors
vacant since the last 2 or 3 years ?

(b) ththe}' the Junior and the Assistant Auditors require to pass any
qualifying examination for appointment as Senior Auditors ?

(c) Whether it is a fact that very often the Junior and the Assistant
Auditors are entrusted wilh independent Audit ?

are lying

320. Will the Minister of Finance be pleased to state—

‘a} Whether it is a fact that the Department of Local Fund Accounts
IS running in heavy arreas specially in School Accounts ?

(b} Whether it is a fact that the reports even when audited are neither
promptly sent to authorities concerned nor the audit objec-
tions are pursued for seitlement ?

(¢) With whom the responsibility for settlement of the Audit objections
rests, i.e., whether with the Examiner of Local Fund
Accounts, Assam or with the officer who operate the Fund 7

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Finance Minister) replied :
318. (a;—Yes.

(b)—No, because any revision at this stage will disturb the
pay-structure.

(¢) — The locai auditors have to be on tour continuously for long
preiods.

- .

_ 4
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(d)—No.

The post of D. E. L. A. is usully filled up by promotion
of Senior Auditors. The post of Examiner of Local Accounts is also
opened to them.

(.Y—No.

(/) & (g)-- With eflect from Ist April, 1960, the Senior Auditors will
get a fixed monthly T. A. of Rs.70 and House Rent Allowance of Rs. 25 per
month. The Auditors and Junior Auditors will also get the House Rent
Allowance at the same rate and fixed monthly T. A. of Rs.42.

(h)—Thcie has been no reduction in the rate of daily allowance as
such. But there T. A is being replaced by fixed T. A. as stated above.
(Y—There 1s no dearth of candidates for the post of Assistant

Auditors and it is not a fact that posts have been filled by indiscriminate
promotion of clerical staff.

The dearth is of’ qualificd candidates for the post of Senior Auditors
because there posts can be filled up only by candidates who have passed the
prescribed examination.

(7 )— Does not arise.
(k)—Ycs, some graduates after training were appointed as Junior
Auditors.

(1)—No, only new recruits were selected for training.

. (m)— The nature of duties of Junior and Assistant Auditors are
similar but ithe Junior Auditors who have sucessfully completed a course of
training in Audit and Accounts are expected to be able to take up more
responsible work.

(n)—This is under consideration.

319. (a)—Yes,
{(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Information is being collected.

320. (a)--Yes.
{b)— Information is being collected.

(e)— It rests primarily with the officer operating the Fund
g ;

Calling attention te maiter of urgent public importance y ule 54 re:forci-

ble taking away of 58 cattie from Indian border village I;'ggﬂk::t;n Pl
Sector on 15th March, 1960 by Pakjs ok P

Mr. SPEAKER : Now, there are two ¢

Assembly Rule 34 and the other is under Asse

is under Rule 54 and it is in the name of Shr

alling_attentjons—one is under
mbly Rule 50. The first one
I Biswanath Upadhyaya-

Shri BISWANATH UPADBYAYA' (Patharkang;) :  Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I have the honour to invite the attention of the Chief Minister under Rule 54

of the Assembly Rules, to 11‘:0 news item published in the column 1 of the
Hindusthan Standard dated 2ist March, 1960, The news isas follows:—

Mr. SPEAKER : Give the gist of the report.
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Shri BISWANATH UPADHYYAA (Pathar-kandi) : Yes Sir, It is reported
that 58 cattlehave been forcibly taken away from the Indian border village
of Ratanpur on the Karimganj section on March 15 by some Pakistanis assiste
by Pakistani armed forces. Tt is also reported 1hat these cattles are going to
be acutioned at Sheola, Pakistani border outpost.

Now I want to hear the Chief Minister in this connection.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : Mr. Speaker,

Sir, report was received from D. C., Cachar, on 18-3-60 that on 15-3-1960 at
about 11 a. m., a herd of buffalocs and cows were taken by two Indian cow-
herds viz. Abdul Gani and Abdul Matin of village Sutarkandi to Balinganala
near old Ratanpur B. O. P. (India) for drinking water. The herd consisted
of 3 he-buffaloes 21 she-buffaloes, 7 bullocks, 8 cows, 12 buffalo calves and
7 cow calves, altogether 58 cattle belonging to Indian nationals (1) Haji Basa-
rat Ali, (2) Nachir Ali (3) Eshaid Ali, (4) Sikandar Ali (5) Achaddar Ali (6)
Moina Mia, (7) Sona Mia, (8) Khotir Ali, (9) Sonkhar Ali, (10) Amir Ali,
(11) Abdul Gani, all of Sutarkandi, (12) Ayas Ali of Bahubal and (13) Abdul
Rakib and (14) Intaz Ali, both of Khrikhola. While the cattle were drinking
water, EPR personncl along with one Pak security Havildar and Pak villagers
Akol Mia alias Bhongai and Pochai Mia of Kunagram (E. Pakistan) tres-
passed into Indian territory by crossing the Balinganala and drove away the
entire herd of cattlc along with the two cowboys to Sheola in East Pakistan.
It was also learnt that the herd was kept in custody of Pak Custom post at
Sheola for disposing them of in auction. Formal protest was lodged with
E. Pakistan at district level pide D. C. Cachar’s telegrams No. SC27/59-60
dated 17-3-60 to the D. C. Sylhet and the Government of E. Pakistan were
requested at State level pide Government telegram No. C.2860 Pt. dated

2_1-3~60 for a joint enquiry into the incident at S. D. O’s level and unot to

dispose of the cattle by auction. The two cowherds were, however, released

tl}c same day and they returned to India on 16-3-60. E. Pakistan in reply

vide telegram No. 1645-Comrel dated 24-3-60 denied the allegations. Their

version of the incident is that on receipt of previous information that

smuggling of cattle on the border in that area was on the increase, a raid

was organised under the supervision of a responsible officer well within Pak

territory and that these cattle were siczed in course of such a raid in Pakistan
territory in village Bangalhuda under Beanibazar P. S. and that a case has

been started under sections 4 and 5 of the Land Customs Act for disposing
of the cattle according to law. They also denied the forcible taking away

of the two cowherds and disagreed to the holding of any joint enquiry b
S. D. O’s of both sides. = g Y quiry by

I_—Iowever, as agreed to by the E.Pakistan Government in their above
mentloped telegram and as provided under the Ground Rules, a joint
discussion was held at Sector Commander, E.P. R., Sylhet, on 24-3-60 at
Sutarkandi over this Incident. Mecting was also held by the D.I.G., Border,
with East Pakistan Rifles officers on the other side. The matter was raised
by the Chief Secretary i the recent Chief Secretarics’ Conference held
at Dacca also. The auction sale of the cattle has been stayed. The Pakistan
Government is looking further into the maiter. Request has been made by
our side in discussions to release the catile if enquiries revelled that no
smuggling was attempted, but the cattle *might have strayed into Pakistani
area for grazing. The decision of the Pakistan Government is awaited,

v
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Calling Attention of the House under Assembly Rule 50 regarding situation-
arising, of lathi charging, tear gassing and firing outon the refugeesby
§Police at Borbil in Namati area, Mikir Hills

Mr. SPEAKER :  Before initiating the discussion on the motion for
Calling Atiention, I like to impress on the hon. Mermbers that this matter
was discussed rather threadbare in the carlier discussions by this House, Viz.,
in course of discussions on the Governor’s Address and also in the general
discussions on the Budget. Thercfore, I request the Hon. Members who will

be taking part in the discussions not -repeat those arguments which have
already been advanced in the earlier debates.

*Shri GAURI SHANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :  Mr. Spea-
ker, Sir. I am qiute aware of the position that since I submitted the notice for
raising these discussions, there have been some changes in the situation in the
meantime. We also had an opportunity of discussing some aspects of the

matter and, therefore, 1 do not propose to repeat the things that were
already discussed.

After the tabling of the notice the death-rool has been raised to 3.
When I gave the notice, number of persons killed by Police firing was 2 and
subsequently another died. Therefore, the death-roll has gone up to 3 and
when I gave the notice my information was that the number of the injured
was about 50 but my information is thatthe number would exceed 100.
However whatever might be the number, the position has since been revelled
by the subsequent conduct of the Policefforce there and also by the subse-
quent situation there. It has been amply proved that the firing was entirely
unjustified. The law and order situation at present has eased to a very great
extent but in the meantime there has been no necessitty of any firing. The
reason is that there has not been any effort to use a large number of
persons of demolishing houses, etc. of the refugees and others who are sought
to be evicted. The position at present is that there are, according to official
sources, about 3,000 families who may be termed as encroachers; and out
of these 3,000 families, according to official sources again, 8,00 families are
refugees and 12,00 families are others. So far as these 18,00 displaced fami-
lies are concerned, it has been admitted that it is primarily the responsibility
of the Government to settle and rehabilitate these families. The arrangement
at present is that about 450 families would be settled in the Borbil area and
200 more families would be settled at Barapani, Kalimukh, Jorabari and
another place. About 500 families would be settled in certain de-reserved
reserves of Nowgong district and the Mikir Hills District accordingly is
reported to have agreed to that extent that the reserves of Nowgong would
be de-reserved for the purpose and the Mikir Hills District Council would
replenish to that extent to the Nowgong District. Now this really is an
approach, so far as the indication is concerned, which ought to be taken
earlier than the tragic incident. If this sort of an approach would have been
earnestly started earlier, this tragic happening would not at all have taken
place and, therefore, asI.....

* Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : How does the
Hon’ble Member know it ?

*Shri GAURI SHANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Iam subject to
correction. This is my information and I shall know from the Chief Minis-

*Speech not corrected 3
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ter how far it is correct. If my information is correct, this is a right
direction. If my information is not correct, the situation | consider to be a

calm situation —calm a little before the storm.  Because to my in formation
a large Police force is even now posted in the area and the police created a
a situation which has compelled them io be. so to say, guards of properties
which are threatened from all sides. [Tt was bzeause certain sentiments were

roused and heat was gencrated. One section of the people were cngaged
against another section because, so to say, a private army was raised in
order to help and aid the Police Force. So far a tense situation, a sttuation
of teiror and panic, even now is prevalent there. So much so that quife a
large number of police is being posted in that area even now not for any
other purposes than to watch and sec that one scction may not take the law
into their hands. My charge is that this section of private individuals taking
the law into their own hands was instigated to do so by the police [hcmsplves
and therefore, my complaint is chat it is the police themselves who violate
the law and order by instigating one section of the private individual against
another section. Now, as I said, if the effort for a reconcillation
for a settlement by mutual understanding succeeds  that  will be
good for all concerned. But if ii fails, the situation will become WOrse,
not only that, even if the effort succeeds that will amount to the proposal
for scttlement only 650 families out of 3,000 families, the remainder will
remain a big problem still. Now, some say that it is expected that about
450 families would be rehabilitated on their own individual efforts. It is
individual effort at rehabilitation that brought them to this area and led
them clear the jungles and made the jungles now an area smiling with paddy
and other crops. But if these about 450 familics are again under police
proiection and under police instigation expelled from there by a private
army, how can we expect that they would be rchabilitated by their own
individual efforts elsewhere and what that elsewhere will be ? That remains
a big question even now. And so far as the other 200 families are concerned
nobody can say what would be their lot not to specak anything about the
1200 families who are said to be non displaced families. Therefore Sir, so
far the basic problem is concerned, in spite of the lapse of time, in spite of
the apparent luli angd calmness, the core of the problem remains. 1 can only
cxpect and hope that the police will try to maintain law and order and not
to meddle with the core of the problem because it is not the function of the
police either to rehabilitate o to uproot the people in certain places.

; .Now Sir, so far as the other side is concerned, those impoveralled
Mikirs who have been on the top of the hills and who constitute a section of
the people deserving all Spmpathy and help from all quarters, thisis also a
matter which should be consideréd in this context. So long as those people
are not groperly rehabilitated, so long as those people are not settled with
land and also with other amenities to raise their crops and to arrange their
living, there will always be the problem, the problem which leads to these
sorts of poh_cc €Xcesses in this area or in other areas also. Therefore, now
that we are in a less tense atmosphere, in spitc of the agony and pain for
all this loss of life, loss of property and physical suffering to hundreds of
people, we can in a caliner atmosphere tackle the problem. I earnestly re-
guest to the Government 18 that they will contact the District Council and
also the leaders of these displaced persons to see that no such situation will
again arise in that area. We should see that the police who are meant to
maintain law and order, to protect the lives and property of the people may
not be used as a machinery for taking the lifc of the people. It is a sad
thing that in the present regime our police instead of becoming the protectors




19607 CALLING ATTENTION 137

rd property of '1':‘ rcople skould instead tecome the means for
1 _ our Government instead i

and guardian of the people should go with a black r(;i’o?glni%rt}igk?;ote{i:‘ig;
and destroying properties of the people. It is indeed a very sad lhing Let
me hope that these things may noi recur in future. Suchan attitugcie will
only aggravatc the problem.  Sir, I do not want to speak much and I do not
want to generate heat in these discussions. We are all sor; for what
has happcn‘vd. et us all itry tosee what we can coilti'igute in our
own way for mamienance of " peace and ameliorating the sufferings
of the people. With that end in view we prol:mn\'ec{c to-: il Chief
Minister that a delegation of ihis Legislature should go there 13 hel uiﬂ
this matter. The Chief Minisier also agreed but for some :‘eésgn ; 'tjher
ultimately Government thought it proper not to materialise thaI: 5t 0OSi'
tion. At any rate. it does not matter so much wehther t};e vaemmglilogend
a delegation or not.  What is an important factor is for Govt. t e how
best they can held to remove the sufferings of the people be (t)heia ;fsgees or

of the lives ¢
taking innocent Ives and

otherwise.
With these words Sir, T resume my seat.

*Shri MAHT KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : s=i7 9g7% 027
fratdins Awa 74 s SLiordy ¢#aiz--Calling attention &FRTE A4
FAFTET (@IAITAIA FTATY T FIAT9 T A, peirg 1 f3ifa, =ifs wiFE =E)
T (33 FlATd, ATE CATE ©fF AT TR =iy fawes «ifga 5r7s ifs
ot fifea waem i 3gd w@zls wifsz wh w71y wie sy om R 49
afs i 9T AABCY (T rs pewiad gdaws ait Black Sear fim gferg |
(srATa S, TR fafen nata mos a=l@ fFoalm weEw s RetEde
FfAefaz Afca fagara F=s @& weliaie fAEiey gEanardae M 43
aifaifga | CSTATS NziE ers @ adtErEg wtatd Sixth Schedules @
2 =45 aits - CiEcEle A wfqa aied 1 Afews Ffee rway Fae Tecan
¥ proist @ macgAl FIE T gferats sfcg— I8 8§ @B T2
G ;\nﬁg i uis gwa Fqeds wEBAE wawd dal ey pifers @

Tasa (Gcalcs action #3 @4} (209 a1 SI31T (9% : T
gl e action 7 ; 3 91312 (oaratsy frgg v I=*
-

aifyg taig Afwa «lziss

=
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1 wbwl 2ErE  TRCH] §ouE T :
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tatement from the Communist Party. When the

1 donot expect such a st
Government is taking some steps for the purpose of saving the hearths an
that the

homes of the poor Mikir people, should the Communist member say
Government has created a black record. The Government has taken some
stand in this matter and 1 would request the Government to be firm in their

T
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stand order to cave the hearihs and houses of the Mikir people. The
Government of India also have given due protection to the tribal people
vnder the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution.

Mr. SPEEAKER : Order—- =%  =marn e 1 <499 (51

o - !
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1 MOHIKANTA DAS (Barchalla): =i3rg  arg ssam
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(Bell rang)

Shri NILMONEY BARTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) :  Sir, the situation at
Barbil in Namti area of United Mikir and North Cacliar Hills district at the
time when we gave a Calling attention of the House under Assembly Rule 50
was serious, but I zm IuappT. to learn that the situation has cased to some
extent now, therefore, we should try to solve this problem in the right
direction. This is a very important matier so far the lives and properties
of the refugees and displaced persons are concerned, so I hope the Hon.
members of this House should not got heaied over the sentiments and  feel-
ings expressed in this House. Therefore, the problem should be tackled
from both sides. 1f we look from the side of rehabilitation, we will find
that these displaced people have not come there by, they have been forced
to come as a resuit of partition of the country to take shelter and settle there,
Sir, that area before the constitution of the Mikir and North Cachar Hillg
district was part of 1he Nowgong district and then the Deputy Commissioner
of Ncwgom_: allowed some of these displaced persons to settle ihere and
at that time the number of these displaced persons was not very great.  After
the premulgation of the Constitution that particular area became part
of the Mikir and North Cachar  Hills  district, thereafter the pro-
b‘len.‘l of rehabilitating  of these refugees is reully fomented and now
td,@leﬁ’ﬁ?: it is the duty of the peopie and the State Government o see that
this problem is tackled in the right direction.  The other sides of the problem
is regarding the under developed Mikir people, it is our sacred duly to see
that these undeveloped Mikir people also should be developed along with
others, therefore, they should be allowed to come and <cttle down in accor-
dance with their own” ways, customs and traditions and to that effect the
6th Scedule to the Constitution of India has eiven enough protection to the
tribal people, threfore, the problem has to be visualised wnd tackled in the
right direction, but 10 generate heat as has been shown by Mr. Mahi Kanta
Das just now it will not go 1o solve the problem but it will go simply in
fomenting troubles; so the problem, I am afraid cannot be solved satisfae-
torily. Now iherefore, we suggest from this side of 1the House that a small
delegation should visit that area Lo study the problem and render necessary
advice to the Government. But T de not know, for recasons best known to
the Chief Minister though he agreed previously to this suggestion but I am
sorry to say that the suggestion was not implemented. I we look frem the
side of ihe displaced persons. the District Council Mikir Hills they also
agreed previou<ly te rehabilitate 450 families in that area. But now the
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number of dispiaced persons has gone up to 1,200 so it will not be possi-
ble to rehabilitate !l these people there, at the sametime, we have also to
take into nccount tiic number of landless Kachari people they also have no
economic holdings and a large number of them are now in the Mikir Hills,
so the problem therefore, should be taken up together, so we don't hold
the view that it is not possible to settle the displaced persons in that area.
It should be decided 1o setile as many displaced person as is possible in that

area keeping in view the right of the local people, the scope of development -

of the Mikir people. These indjgenous people are not in the habit of living
in group of villages. Their habit is nomadic. They move from one _hl!i
gorge to another and they do not undertake any permanent cultivation.
At the same time it will be entirely wrong to dispense with the rehabilitation
of the displaced person.  The Government has taken only one sided view
of the matter. They have evicted the displaced persons and put them m
the strect. The government has not given them shelier. These uprooted
families have not been given any alternative lands for settlement. Therefore,
the approach of the government for tackling this problem is entirely wrong.
The government and District Council have evicted the people first to create
a new problem aflerwards. No alternative arrangement or land has been
given to these uprooted people for their settlement and livelihood.

Sir, the police has instigated the simple Mikir people. Instead of main-
taining law and orders, the police has violated this sacred duty and allowed
the people to take law and order into their hands. The action of the police
was highly unwarranted. The firining could have been easily avoided.
This is apparent from the statement ot the Inspector General of Police. He
has said that compensation should be given to the victims. Why this com-
pensation was suggested if there was really lawlessness. The police had
instigated the innocent people. The behaviour of the pelice was extremely
surprising. They allowed the people to take law and orders into their
hands. They have destroyed the property, burnt down the houses.
Instead of destroying the property of the country, the police should have
protected them and the property could have distributed to the owners after
the normalcy was restored. But the police, betrayed their own wisdom
and acted quite wrongly. This would remain as a dark chapter in the annals
of police administration in our state.

Now, if we look this problem from other sides, we find that the pattern
of agriculture of the Mikir people should be forthwith changed. Where it is
possible to form village, this should be done and they should be encouraged
to raise permanent crop. The area should be properly surveyed and-it
shiould be determined how much land can be spared for the rehabilitation
of the real refugees. I am told there are some non refugees afso, [ donot
deny it. There may be some opportunists people but that does not mean
that were no real refugees. If we donot iackle the problem with right
earnest, we will be confronted with fresh problem. 1, therefore, would
like to suggest to reconsider the position to form a small delegation to visit
the Mikir Hills to make an on the spot study and advise the state government
in the matter.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) :  Mr. Speaker Sir, we arc
really sorry that three valuable lives were lost in the incident that took placs
in the Mikir Hills. We have also greac respect f{or the right of the Mikir
people to grow in their own way or develop themselves and live as honoura-
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ble citizen of our country. Sir, it was with that \".:,--;.-' that we discussed this
problem during the Governor’s :peech as well us afier that. We also
showed our readiness to go to the Niikir Hills 1o see row this problem can
best be solved. Unfortunately the Delegation could not go there.

As I have already stated, the approach of this problem should not be an
approach of agitation or of unscientific one.  5Sir, the question before us is
how best we can rchabilitate these people-these refugees. There cannot be
two opinions about this proposition. I we want 1o make pianned settlement,
then we may have to encroach upon other. These two things cannot go
together, Therefore, encroachment hus been committed by somebody, he
should be brought to book. But how do we do that ? These people, asI
have already said last time, lived in tht portion which belonged (o the Now-
gong District and subsequently this portien was transferred to the North
Cachar and Mikir Hills districts. These people <hould not have been evicted,
If necessary these people could have been transferred to other areas so that
the land of the Mikir Hills District would not have been encroached. But
we did not do so. That was our first niistake. 1 donot desire that these
people should be evicted and leave them on the strect und thereby created
another problem. If thesc peopole arc evicicd and left on the street without
providing any alternative seitlement, they will naturally encroach upon the
other’s land. Thus our problem will not ¢nd. T‘h‘crciorc, we must respect
the sentiment of the Mikir pecople. We have to shift these people somewhere
else. We shall have to find out alternative lands for these people.  Sir, 1
donot want to make and distiction between the landless indigenous people to
get land. The Jand should be settled with the deserving persons only whe-
ther he is a refugee or a local indigenous man. In distributing land, we
should particularly see the interest of the local indigenous . people who are
landless. If they are deserving they should be given land.

We were told that the District Council also were ready to give certain
amount of land to these people. 1 would like that that proposal should be
pursued further so that whaiever lands the District Council are willing to
give, without causing any inconveniance to the Mikir people, should be given
to these displaced people. Government should explore that possibility. In
the matter of giving lands to these people. I am herc to state clearly that
there are some people who do not deserve to eet lands, who are Dalals as
stated by Mr. Das, for such people we do not hold any brief, for they do not
deserve consideration from he Government. But there are people who really
deserve lands, who have nothing to depend upon. For such people, Govern-
ment should try to setile them as best as possible. In this matter, the co-opera-
tion of the District Council, the co-operation of the refugees will be needed.
I received a telegram from one of the refugees who has stated that for the
present if they are allowed (o cuitivaice during this agricultural season, they
would be grateful to the Government. If that can be done, I think we can
have a proper solution of the problem and with that view also [ am ruques-
ting Government to explore (hat possibility «lso. 1t is no use to generate

heat on this problem or to create tension amongst the people. Let us discuss
this problem in a peaceful

o and scientific manner so that without creatine an
difficulty to the Mikir people, we can solve this problem properly. oy
Shri CHATRASING TERON [Mikir Hills-West (Reserved for Schedule
Tribes)] : Mr. Speaker, Sir, ¥ do not propose to speak much on this subject,
as it was also previously discussed. I would like simply to draw the atiention
of the hon. Members to one remark that was being made by my friend,
Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya regarding the fact that the police instigated

o .
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a particular community to take to violent attitude against another community
by which indircctly he has tried to cast aspersions on a particular
community, if | have correctly understood him. Itis a fact, Sir, that
because of the activities that were practised by some of the encroachers in
that area who belong to a particular community, there was agitative situa-
tion in that orea. It is uotin this area alone, but the agitation had been
continuing for yvears in other places also. The activities are such that on
the lands that were cultivated by the particular Mikirs, these people taking
advantage of the weakness and also absence of any board and unified

organisation among them, these people used to encroach upon the lands of

those pcople which have been cultivated by the indigenous people themselves.
Under this context, Siv, such incident occurred. It is quite natural that
these indigenous tribal people would feel agitated because being simple folk
they do not undersiand whether they should raise a question of community
wise or not. It is very unfortunate that in spite of wise leadership there,
such incident took place, though such activities were being practised by the
encroachers since several vears past.  Therefore, Sir, in course of eviction,
there was no such sensation though it apparently appeared to be something
like very communai. That was only because that had been continuing from

the past because of the activities that were practised by the encroachers
themselves.

Now. Sir, so far as the allegations that the police had been instigating
these people to go aguinst a particular community is concerned it -does not
hold good. My fricad has mentioned another point that this problem could
have been approached in a way he has apparenily heard. Sir, I agree with
him that this problem could have been solved but at the same time 1 would
like to remind him of the fact that this approach was being made by the
Government not only to-day but even in the past. Government in the past
was proposing to remove or shift some of the displaced families to different
places where they were proposed to be settled and to be given rehabilitation
benefits. This attempt was made some three years back., But in the mean-
time some leaders from among these people insisted upon them to remain
where they were. These people were requested and given cards to go to
different places to obtain rchabilitation benefits, but they did not go. Asl
have stated, there is that section of the population behind this move who are
doing these things with an intention to get more lands. [ really feel pity for
them and 1 am really sorry for the practice and attitude that is being adopted
by some vested interests. The genuine people who are really suffering till
now-their cases are being made complicated Unfortunately, the so-called
refugee leaders and some political aspirant moved in such a way to instigate
thesc people by which way this problem will not be solved early. Therefore,
1 would like to say that the accusation agamst the Government, that the
Government did not try to solve the problem and were not taking it seriously
does not hold good. In fact Government all time were anxious to solve
the problem and to help the displaced persons by rehabilitating them in other
places. Unfortunately, at the instigation of their leaders, at the instigation
of some political aspirants, this problem could not be solved uptil now.
And now the situation has gone from bad to worse. Therefore I now
appeal to the hon. Members, and as assured by the hon. Members in the
Opposition also, that we should not spoil the situation by either abusing
Government or abusing the Mikir people or abusing the District Council.
It will be our solemn duty to solve the problem of these wretched people
which involved both sides of the Mikir and those of the displaced persons.
I apreciate the views that have been expressed by my friends in the past that
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the solution of the problem of the landless people is to be made somehow.
On the past occasion | have also said about the problem of Lindless Mikir
people which has prompted the District Council to take up their case carly.
Therefore, I request them also that in spitec of what some pog:uu;-_: parties
and some leaders have done in the past in the interest of - their party, to
expedite solution of the problem and not to instigate the refugees to resist
the eviction.

I feel that practice should no longer continue and from the Government
side also definite steps should be taken so that the displaced persons may be
rehabilitated at some other place so that the land vaccalted may be given to
the local landless people. With these words I conclude my speech.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) : Mr Speaker, Sir,
I am glad that Shri Bhattacharyya at last came to the conclusion that no
further heat should be generated although his speech was not free from it
Speeches of some other honourable members were also not free from it

1 have been hearing this case of encroachment in the Mikir Hills since
1957. Since 1 was elected to this House, I have been hearing that the
number of encroachers are increasing. They have been forcefully ocecupying
cultivable land of Mikirs. 1t was reported that hatred was spread against
the Mikirs. If I am correctly reported some of the leaders associated with
Shri Bhattacharyya have hands in creating hatred against the Mikirs. If it is
s0, it was natural that there should be counter hatred. Mr. Teron has
explained all about it. [ find that the Mikir Hills District Council was very
reasonable in agreeing rehabilitation of a number of refugees.

Partition of India has created the problem of refugees and this is not
only the problem of Assam, but it is the problem of India. With the problem
of refugees, we have some responsibility to share according to our capacity.
If you try to put thic burden more on the Mikir people than others, T do not
think it will be just and fair, when we have given certain protection io the
Mikir people in the Constitution. We should be true and honest to the
provision of the Indjan Constitution. Our sacred duty should be
to see that our weaker section of the people should be amply
protecied. In the name of humanity a human race should not be allowed
to be extinguished. The living condition of the Mikirs is far more inferior
than that of refugees, T4 would be injust Sir, if we do not feel for these
weaker people. . Itpains me to find that some of the honourable members
from the opposiie bench try to make the situation cloudly. There should
not be _any hatred and narrowness, | request the Leader of the Communist
Group t0 see that situation shoyl not be made complicated as some of hig
followers are trying to create complication instead of solving it amicably.
We §h0uld sec that the situation should not be deteriorated due to our
friction.  The condition of the Mgy people is far from normal. It should
be our duty to see the welfare of these indeginous people and keep them free
from all troubles both political anqg private so that their condition should be
improved. Political design of certajn people must not be encouraged to
oust the Mikirs from their homeland. With these words I conclude my

speech.
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* Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir. I have listened the speech made by the honourable members in the
opposite. I am surprised to some extent to find this motion today. I have
no other alternative but to take part with him, but I would have preferred
if this discussion has not come to this House again, for the reason which was
mentioned by the henourable member on the opposite that let there be no
fling in the subject, because from our experience we find that the continued
discussions of (his tvpe instead of serving an  useful purpose, really creaie
lot of complication as a result of which no one else except the refugees will
suffer most.  Sir the first charge that the honourable member has brought
against the Police1s unwarranted for the simple reason that the mob of
crowd behaved in such a way about which the District officers kept us in-
formed which ultimately resulted into firing. With your permission I like
to read 2 messages which were received on the 8th instant prior to this firing.

*Shri NILMONEY BARTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Who sent these messages ?
*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : D. C. Nowgong.

EVICTION STARTED TODAY TEN A. M. () ABOUT FIVE THOU-
SAND UNRULY CROWD RESISTED WITH VIOLENCE () TEAR
GAS AND LATHI CHARGE FAILED BUT MOB CHARGED BACK
POLICE PARTY WITH LATHIS BRICKBATS ETC INJURING SEVERAL
POLICE AS WELL AS DISTRICT COUNCIL PERSONNEL (.) CROWD
DETERMINED TO RESIST EVICTION ALTHOUGH WARNED NOT
TO RESIST (.) THEY ARE BEING WARNED BY DEPUTY COMMIS-
SIONER BUT FIRING WILL BE RESORTED (.) ONE CONSTABLE
VERY SERIOUSLY INJURED.

ANOTHER ATTEMPT TO DISPERSE WITH THE HELP OF TEAR
GAS AND LATHI CHARGE FAILED (.) MOB BECOME MORE
UNRULLY AND COUNTER CHARGED EVICTION AND POLICE
WITH DEADLY WEAPON (.) DECIDED TO DISPERSE MOB BY USE
OF FIRING WHICH IS INEVITABLE (.) ONE MIKIR SERIOUSLY
INJURED ANOTHER SLIGHTLY (.) TWO CIVIL CONSTABLES
RECEIVED INJURIES.

When these messeges came, I advised the Chief Secretary who sent
a signal. At my instance S. P. had been telegraphically told to avoid firing,
but no categorical prohibitory order in this regard can go that no firing will
be resorted to. So, from here we sent these instructions to avoid firing. But
as [ said, subsequently this incident took place about which I gave:in-
formation to this House earlier. Therefore, Sir, I submit that although I
am sorry firing had to be resorted to.I feel Sir, the police had no alternative
but to resort to firing. :

Then Sir, the second question which has been raised is that why arrange-
ments were not made before to shift the refugees elsewhere. I avoid to give
a straight reply. Tt is not only that shifting would have been possible per-
haps the Mikir problems could have been solved had the so-called cham-
pions of the refugees been less active.  8ir, it is they who misled the refugees
and gave wrong advice not to co-operate with the authorities. I can appre-
ciate how difficult it is to get land. But whatever may be the
arrangement, if the arrangement of land for 509, or 209, of the families were
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made, it was on the advice of the m-ml!uq champions of the refugees t}_mat !
the refugees would not go. The result was that actually while we were trying
to shift them, the other attempt wis to go on increasmg this problem, go on
putting pressure on the authority so that they are lorced 1o make, room for
the refugees in Mikir Hills, in Nomati area itsclf. That is actually what they
did for which the situationbecame more complicated

The other charge that the police incited the local public is also not _
correct. Sir, you know very well that under the Consutution the land within 4
a autonomous district is managed by the District Council and the responsi- K
bility of management resis with the District Council. 5o the District Coun-
cil have been telling the Government, and a matter of fact, onc of the impor-
tant Organisations of the Mikirs took a very strong resolution against the
Government for not evicting the refugees from Mikir Hills, and not once but
more than once. But we have been pleading for their patience, and we  are
trying to shift the refugees from that place. Now Sir, so far as the police is
concerned, that charge, that the police incited the Mikirs to fall upon the
refugees, is not justified. Asa matter of fact“wlu:n‘m'xch a report reached
me that people are getting excited it was the effort of the police to sce _that
no untoward incident could t:dke place by the mob action of the Mikirs.
Therefore, Sir, I also do not accept the charge H];zt has been brought against
the police about inciting Mikirs to ecvict the refugees.

3

Now Sir, as was said by the Hon’ble Member from the the Mikir Hills
that it would not be fair to charge the Governmnt that we have done nothing
in this respect. We have been trying to resolve this problem since a long
time. If we had not succeeded it was due to want of co-operation from all
sections of the people. [ would not particularise which particular section
has been making an effort to precipitate this problem rather than to solve it.

Sir, I also moved the Government of India, in view of the difficulty of
getting land, to accommodate about 2 to 3 thousand refugee families in the
Dandakaranya Scheme. 1 attempted twice but on both occasions I was told
and it was replicd that ‘first priority will have to be given to the camp
refugees of West Bengal. Afier they are accommodaied then only this
question should be considered’. So, there is no possibility of getting any
land in Dandakaranya for our refusces. The Hon'ble members, ie. the
Leader of the Opposition and also Shri Gaurisankar Bhutiachayya were
gopq enough to suggest that it may be a good idea if a Delegation “visits the
Mikir Hills. Sir, T feel that for the successful work of the Delegation we
must get the co-operation of the District Council. Afier all whatever we
have to arrange we have to arrange with the full co-operation of the District
Council. The Cheif Executive Member of the District Council was away for ¢

) 'm%ny days at that time perhaps he was in Haoraghat and other places

ag_ therfore he was not available. But subsequenily when our Session, ]
adjourned, he came here gt my request and as 2 matier of fact I gave |
him some further proposals also. T need not speak about the proposals now.
But Sir, I must say that so far (he Mikir Hill’s District Council is concerned
the yare very anxious that the land should be cleared forthwith. They plead
that they have waited enough and now they can no longer wait. They want
that the land should be cleared forihwiili. ~ That is what they represented and
the.District Council is very much annoyed with them. ~is

Now Sir, we are considering various preposals, and because the proposals
have not been finalised T would not like to mention here about the proposals
and creats undue cxpectations also. But we have certain proposals under

-
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consideration, and my personal request to the Chief Executive Members and
other Members of the Mikir Hill’s District Council-explained to them our
difficulties also, but they have only agreed, as a matter of fact, they have laid
down a programme and dates also by which they want that the land should
be cleared. Therefore, Sir, I would submit that T am as anxious as the
Hon’ble members to sce that we solve this problem peacefully for which
I request their co-opcration. But 1 have no hesitation to say, and I have
materials also suflicicnit in my possession, that this problem not only of Mikir
Hills but the refugee problem os well could be solved much earlier if the so-
called champions of the refugees became less active in the field.

Sir, with regard to the note I would like to read it out.

Sir, as the House is aware, while participating in the debate on the
Governor’s address and also when an adjournment motion was tabled on this
subject on the 10th March, last, 1 endeavoured to enlighten this House with
the history of the case. A brief account of the incidents which took place
on the 7th and 8th March was also given in the Press Note of 9th
March 1960.

Sir, however, for the re-apprisal of the House I may mention that the
eviction operation in the Namati area was resumed by the District Council
on the 7thiMarch, 1960. Afier only 5 houses could be demolished, violent
resistance was offercd by about 3,000 people. They pelted stones, brickbets,
acid bulbs etc., on the police and eviction party. They also set fire to the
houses themselves to scarc away the elephants used for demolition of the
houses. As a result of this violent activities some members of the police
as well as of the eviction party were injured. The Magistrate, who was
present there declared the mob unlawful and ordered its dispersal ; but it
was to no eflect. There being no other alternative, tear-gassing had to be
resorted to for dispersal of the crowd. Forty one persons were taken to
custody. The eviction was stopped for the day thereafter,

Eviction was resumed on the 8th March, 1960. The resistance offered
by the refugces was more violent. A crowd of about 5,000 refugees armed
with lathis, daos and other deadly weapons gathered and resisted the eviction

arty with violence. They also set fire to a house to scare away the
elephants. The District Magistrate, who was present in the scene, ordered
the mob repeatedly through microphone to disperse peacefully and to allow
the eviction to proceed on. But tiey recfused to obey the orders of the
District Magistrate and became more violent. Thereupon the District
Magistrate declared the mob unlawful and again asked them to disperse.
He also warned them that otherwise 'he would ask the police to effect
dispersal by force according to law, but this had no effect. The police then
under the orders of the Disirict Magistrate started lathi charging, but the
members of tlic mob who were also armed with lathis etc., counter-charged
the police and the eviction party causing injuries to some of them. The
Jathi-charge having failed. tear-gas was fired, but this also proved ineffective
to disperse the mob. The District N‘g gistrate then warned the mob repeated-
1y over the microphone that if’ they did not disperse he would have no other
alternative but to order firing. But the unruly mob paid no heed to the
warning and continued their violent activities. The first round was then fired
at 12-45 brs. resulting in injuries to {tWo persons. At this the crowd became
more furious pelting stones and tfirowing lathis at the police and the eviction

arty. Some of them took possession with guns behined plaintain groves.
Two more rounds were then fired at interval of about 5 minutes. At this
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all male members of the mob took positions in stratagic points. The mob
was then warned further that they would be fired at again unless |they
dispersed peacefully. Thercafier the cviction i..;n';_v" ‘ 1)1‘9c‘c-cde(:1y lo(‘i\ards:,
another direction for eviction with cicphants.  A: the mtph.'n.‘.::a bc‘_.;:u} cml?
lishing the House the mob nun berimg about i.‘!‘--fi‘lhcm‘-(:.!:t,s se}.{.‘:c’:‘ tg lhe
houses and scared away the clephunis. H.c:.‘ ;.‘lw‘- yr.;u_j;ul 1.:c~ ]:onu and t S
eviction party injuring several persons. At this 3 more rounds were fire
at intervals of one minute each resulting in some injuries.  The mob then
retired along with the injured persons.  In the face of ',”,"%“i“f-ffd 1!](1 \'.iéllcné
resistance, the police force showed utnost retraint and the firing \\‘1531‘ f?rlel,
only when it was found absolutely un;-muc::sl\_.g. ‘_!fl,u_llrllxg was iy
controlied and only minimum number of rounds were fired till the firing was
effective to dispersc the unlawful assembly.

The eviction was thereafter carried out suc(.cs.\ll'n]!). The eviction con-
cluded for the day afier demolishing 15 houses in all. I[P was discovered on
the 9th March that two refugees were killed 1< a result of Liring on the 8th.

The actual figures of casualties on both sides during the two days’
operation are as follows :

Police—32 injured (of whom 2 received severe injuries)

Eviction party—16 injured (of whom 2 reccived severe injuries)

Refugees & their supporters :— 2 killed and 4 reccived bullet injuries.
Another 25 received minor injuries.

There was no resistance on the 9ith March

and hence there was no
tear-gassing and lathi-charging.

Sir, as regards the feeling of racial hatred alleged to have been roused
by the police, I would say that it is not a fact. The police did not associate
themselves ip any other activities than the exclusive task of the maintenance
of law and order., I'may mention for the information of the House that a
telegraim  was received on 9th March, 1960 from Secretary, All Assam
Refugee Association alleging that hundreds of Mikirs were helping the police
in the eviction operation and their leaders were delivering inciting lectures.
Government took serious view of this and insiructed the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Mikir Hills o the effect that anybody whether Mikir or displaced
PErson inciting violence or taking part in violent activities should be dealt
with under the law. Government received no such complaints thereafter,

* Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalia) : Wiil the Government be

pleased to iake up the question of sending the refugees to Dandakaranya
with the Ceniral Governmen( 7

* Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chicf Minister) :
stated that I took wup

sending them (0 Dandak

: I have already
the question bu: there is no possibility of
aranya now.

*Speech not corrected
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The Assam Maintenance of Public Order (Amendment) Bill, 1960.

*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED (Minister Law): Mr. Speaker, Sir, in
raising the poini of order onc of my friends from Gauhati yesterday concead-
ed that the amendment of two or more Acis was in vogue in India. He
raised objection mainly on two grounds. His first objection is that if the
amendment is of conscquential nature then he has no objection and a Bill
amending two Acts can be introduce and can be passed by this House. So
far as his first objection is concerned, 1 referred yesterday to the Central
Finance Act where not only consequential amendment but also substantial
amendments were made in the Income-Tax Act. 1 also referred to the
Cr. P.C., (Amendment) Act, 1955 where I find that not only consequential
amendments but substantial amendments were made in the Act. Similarly
in the Indian Penal Code, 1860, Indian Oath Act, 1873, Indian
Limitation Act, 1908, Calcutia Police Act and Calcutta Suburban Act,
substantial amendments were made. This examples can be multi-
plied. So, therc can be no objection if the amendment is with regard
to substantial provision of the Act. Now his second point is that
it is open to objection i the extent of the operation of the two
Acts to be amended arc different.  In respect of this objection he also got
support from my iriend, the Leader of the Opposition, Shri Hareswar
Goswami. Yesterday, while referring io the Calcutta Police Act, 1 also
brought to the notice of the Hon’ble Members that in that Act, the two Acts
which are sought to be operated by one Act, the fields of onerations were
different. One referred to the suburbs of Calcutta and the other referred to
the city area under the Calcutia Police.. Yet these two very Acts were amend-
ed by the same Acis. Therefore I submitted that there can be no objection
if the Acts to be amended have a different operation because such has been
the practice in other States and other parts of India and that has not been
objected to and considered unconstitutional or iliegal by the High Courts or
Supreme Court. Now if the Hon’ble Member will be pleased to see that
what we intend to amend by the present Bill is that in the interest of security
we want to give power to the Staie Government to declare a certain area
where people can be prevented from going. The purpose in a nut-shell under
this amending Bill is that the Legislature wants (o give authority to the
Government in the interest of public security and order ; if in the particular
place entry of some people is considered bad, the authority should be given
jurisdiction to regulate, impose and restrict the entry of such persons. We
want to give this enabling power to the Government both in respect
of matters which are reguiated under the Assam Act 1947 and

under the Assam Maintenance of Public Order (Autonomous Districts)
Act 1953, So when the Bill is passed what will be the effect 7 The
effect will be that these advantages shall be availed of ip the two Acts
which are already in existence. I mean the amending Bill seeks to give these
owers and this will be added to the Acts conicerned. So, it ig not _intende
that by this Bill we are changing the operation of these respective Acts which
are sought to be amended. Apart from this the Hon'ble Member will be

leased to see that Assamese Act V 1947 extends to the whole of Assam an
the Assam Act XVI of 1953 extends 10 Autonomous Disiricts. Now Assam
consists of Assam proper plus the Autonomous Districts and if.it is intended
that the operation of these amendments should be throughout the State of
Assam —where is the harm 7 Thercfore, my submission is that there caninot
be any objection and even assuming my {riend’s contentjon that the ambiguity
g T e S

—
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in the provision should be avoided, I do not know how a Point of Order can
be raised. That difficulty can be overcome by suggesting an amendment
saying that the extent of this Act will be in accordance with the extent as in
the original Act. This Act will apply or the c¢xtentent will be the same as
provided in the original Act. 1 personally think that that ambiguity can be
overcome thus. In order to avoid ambiguity it is necessary that we sh_ould
be clear in our mind and on that ground a Point of Order cannot be raised.

Now the only thing I would like to place before the Hon’ble House is
with reference to Clause (4) which the Hon’ble Member read in extenso,
page 557 of May’s Parliamentary Practice, under the heading “Consolidation
Bills. Now I would like to submit that so far as this present amending
Bill is concerned, this is not a bill of Consolidation. Our Bill only seeks to
make amendments in the two Acts and, thercfore, what he referred to
was entirely irrelevant so far as consideration of this point is concerned.
Now the portion he read was “Where the title of a bill is only conso_]idate
--------- »* Now, Sir, you will be pleased to sce that the title of the Bill is not

to consolidate but it is to amend ihese two Acts which are in operation by
adding certain things.

“Where the title of a bill is only to consolidate the law on a particular

subject, it is out of order to amend the provisions of the statutes which by
the bill are to be consclidated.

Sir, what is prescribes is, to consolidate the several provisions, you can-
not bring amendments to these Acts. You can only consolidate the provi-
sions that exists in these particular Acts. This is what it preseribes. It does
not say that a bill or an Act cannot be enacted in order to bring amendments
in the two Acts. So this portion refers to consolidation. Therefore, what-
ever he has read has no relevancy at all. This is not a bill of consolidation.

Ifit had been a bil] of consolidation, I could not have amended the provi-
sions of these Acts.

Mr. SPEAKER - That is to say, the Acts will remain as they are.

*Shri FAKHRUDDI ALJ AHMED (Minister Law): It is not to interfere.
We want to make certain amendments in order to prevent and control or regu-
f porticular parsons in the interest of public order,
o0 Government, both in this area and as well as in
: ovisicns of the Acts will remain untouched and will
not be gffeqzed by these amendments. Mys ubmission is that what we want
to provide is not a novel procedure. It has been in existence for a very long
time and I can give number of instances not only in our State but also in
other States. In the Central Parliament till now such a procedure has never
been Challenged_ nor any objection upheld by the High Courts. My friend
Was asked 1o tite a. precedent or precedents where such a procedure was
objected to or was declareq unconstitutional orillegal. My friend was not
able to cite any precedent. | also wanted to satisfy myself whether in the
British Parliament or in the legislature of any other country there was any
instance where when such a bill was placed before the House any objection
was saken and that objection wag upheld. My submission is that I could
not find out any suc_h Instance in those Acts, statutes, laws or in May’s
Parliamentary Practice where any objection of a similer nature at any time
was taken by any legislature or where such an objection was upheld. On
the other hand I have been able to say, as my friend himself has admitted,

the other areas. The pr
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that there are precedents where a Bill or Act amending two previous Acts
have been brought, and enacted. These have been not only with regard to
consequential amendments ; they deal with substantial amendments. ik
alrcady placed before you the Calcutta Police Acts. Therefore my submis-
sion is that the points raised by my friend are very superficial and there is no
substance in them. They do not deserve any consideration by the Advocate
General, The law and precedents are so clear that there is no need to refer
the matter to the Advocate General.

I oppose this point of order.

* Shri NILMIONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) : Mr. Speaker Sir, 1
also want to speak a few words on this point of order motion of my friend
Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya. Our objection is that this Bill seeks to amend
two distinct Acts. The Chicef Minister said that the orieinal Acts are distinct
and will remain distinct. Now, what is proposed by the present amending
Bill ? It is to amend the provisiors of those Acts and for that purpose this
amending Bill is distinct. Its jurisdiction is to the whole of Assam. Now,
the two Acts, onc of 1947 and the other of 1953 are not identical either in
jurisdiction or otherwise. Unless it is stated that these are identical then the
present Bill is out of order. That has not been stated. It is not the business
of this House to see whether these Acts are identical or not. Of course
there are precedents of one amending Bill amending provisions of different
Acts, and the Advocate General’s opinion was taken but that has been
changed any number of times. The way this amending was brought is not a
correct procedure. It is not a procedure of enactment in any Parliament in
the world or any Assembly in the States. It is completely irregular. So un-
less this irregularity is removed, this Bill cannot be taken into consideration.

Mr. SFEAKER : The points raised by my hon. friend Shri Gourisankar
Bhattacharyya in connection with the point of order motion did also occur
in our mind when the notice of the Bill in question was received in our
office. The matter was immediately brought to the notice of the Chief
Minister who is in charge of the Bill. The Chief Minister referred the Bill
for legal opinion. The legal opinion is that the Billis in order on the
following grounds.

“Amending of two or more Acts by a single Bill is not a novel procedure.
This procedure is followed by our Parliament and there is precedent of such
cases in West Bengal Legislature also wvide the Representation of the People
(Amndt) Act, 1958 (LVHI of 1958) and the Calcutta and Suburban
Police (Amendt) Act, 1957 (XX of 1957) respectively. The latter Act has
inserted same substantive provisions in two separate Acts as is sought to be
done under the Bill under consideration. Coming to our Assembly It may be
noted that the Assam Panchayat Act, 1959 (XXIV 1959) not only did amend
and consolidate the laws relating to the Assam Rural Panchayat Act, 1948,
but also made amendment to the Northern India Ferries Act, 1878
(XVII of 1878). -Similarly the Assam Board of Revenue Bill, 1959 recently
passed by the Assembly provides for the amendment of the Eastern Bengal
and Assam Excise Act, 1910.

*Speech not correéted
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The Code of Criminal Procedure (Ameadment) Act, 1955 (XX_VI
of 1955), a Central Act, made amendment to the L P.C. and the Indian
Limitation Act, 1908 besides the Criminal Procedure Code.

We need not further multiply precedents.

There is nothing in the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in
Assam Legislative Assembly prescribing any restrictions for amending two
or more Acts by a single Bill”.

After obtaining the legal opinion once 1 do not feel any more necessity
to refer it again to the Advocate General for further opinion. [ have found
it difficult to appreciate the fine distinction Shri Bhatiacharyya has tried to
establish between the Acts referred to above by the Legal Remembrancer
and the Acts involved in the Bill in question, namely the Assam ActV
of 1947 and the Assam Act XVI of 1953. The extent of these two Acts
cannot be held different. Assam Act V of 1947 cxtends to the whole
of Assam including Autonomous Districts. Assam Act XVI of 1953 exiends
to all Autonomous Districts which is a part of whole of Assam. That
means both these Acts have concurrent jurisdiciion over the whole or a
part of the State of Assam. The provisions of these two Bills are also
analogous and almost identical. There is nothing in these two Acts which
may be held repugnant to each other.

Therefore, I do not see any reason in absence of any dcfinitc rule or
precedence to the conirary why the present Bill, namely Assam Maintenance
of Public Order (Amndt) Bill, 1960 can be held inadmissivie and out of order.
I agree with the observations made in this connection by 'c Hon'ble Finance
Minister Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed that this Bill is not brought with a
view to consolidate two Acts. The present Bill is to amend the Act for
certain purposes. Those Acts will remain as they are.

I rule that the Bill is in order.

*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) : Mr. Speaker Sir, I beg
to move that the Assam Maintenance of Public Order (Amendment) Bill,
1960 be circulated for circulaitng pubiic cpinion thercon by 31st May 1960,

Now Sir, this amending Bill seeks to cenroach on the:fundamental rights
of private citizens. The reason stated that it is necessary to take security
measures for the improvement of industrial undertakings and in interest of
the safety of the State. Now, for indnstrial development of the country
Government though.t 1t necessary to curtail the liberty of the people. 1Itisa
most absurd proposition. T ndustrial development and civil liberty of the
people do not go together. The whole idea of this Bill is repugnant to
our traf;litlon and (;ulture. Sir, the people of India have been very peaceful.
They, like more Industrial development in the State. ™ow, if we look two
years back we will remember how our people demanded establishment of an
Oil Refinery in the State. Now, why should the people of Assam now
want to destroy that Oil Refinary 7 Byt curiously enough the Government
now seeks to curtail thf; liberty of private citizens by restricting this area
from tbe people as a prohibited area. T would like the Chief Minister to
remember one instance in his anxiety (o protect the Oil Refinery, The Taj
Mahal was built 700 years ago, now who protected this Taj Mahal all these

years 7 It is the British rulers or the people of India?

*Speech no tcorreoted
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il
+Shri BINVALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : But the ©
Refinery is not the Taj Mahal! (LZaughter).

. 4 y

*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) : Now Sir, my point 15 \}thi!;
one should be afraid that industrial establishments will be destroyed, “’h%; lul
necessary to take away the right and liberty of the people, the people S _tﬁ ¢
be allowed to co there and live in that area, so we find thai the wh.ole B]d n’e
obnoxious. The Taj Mahal was not touched by the Indians but it was 60
S50 dlu‘iny the l'C}f.i!nC DII‘ Ihc B!ii'Sh l)u[ th I“diuns did not [OllCh it .ng
here because we are having our Refinery at Gauhati, because We ar¢ having
our Thermal Plunt at Naharkatiya.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister Industries) : Recent;
ly it was very unfortunate there was strike at Jamshedpur so in orderto  Kee
the machineries cool they were trying to blow wind to keep them coa
if the machineries could not be cooled down, the same would have
out of commission. As a result of this some of the workers had 10 WO
with their hands to save it from going cool.

*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR : Whatever may be, now that we
have got our Refinery and Thermal Plant the time has come that 1t 18
necessary to declarc those areas as prohibited or restricted areas, therefore,
we are 10 be armed with this amending Bill. Now that these areas have been
declared us prohibited or restricted areas, the residents of those areas wil
have also to obtain permuts.

Mr. SPEAKER : Then you are not opposing the Bill.

#Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR : 1 want that this Bill be circulated
for eliciting public epinion, 1 want to stand by the verdict of the people,
want the unanimous support of the people for this Bill. If the people
support then we have no other alternative than to support the Bill. But
say, the Bill asit is, is quite obnoxious. Therefore, the opinion of the
people shall have to be taken into account. So the question whether I will
support this Bill does not arise at this moment. [ hope the Hon. members
of this House also will support our suggertion that the Bill be circulated for
eliciting public opinion.

Now Sir, I am referring to one section, that is, Section 8(f)(2) On and
after such a day as may be specified in, and subject to any exemptions for
which provision may be made by, an order under sub-section (I), no person
who was not immediately before the said day resident in the area declared to
be a protecied area by the said order shall be therein except in accordance
with the terms of a permit in writing granted to him by an aathority of
person specified in the said order”. By this section, it is not knowi, what
power is there in the hands of the Government that at any time the
Government can declare a ceriain area or a certain place to be a protecied
area or place and therefore the residents of that area or place will have to
obtain permits from the authority concerned for the purpose. It is better to
say in plains words, that we are going to have industrial development in that
area or place so the people should move away from that area or place. The
Government want to guard such protected areas against whom, after all it
is our people themselves who will have to guard the industries. Now again

~
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we find that along with the establishments of the t_nr_:‘u‘sm.ca,k 1:.1‘30 ?::Ssllt?ll;
of wages also will come in, there will be tussle bc:\xcmf lIL l“xir\x?il‘l "‘ivc o
employers because the people who will come 1“.““"3 k he a{ o 8 e
labours and carn their wages. But here also the Go .;_:-.1:11-0'1 s THOY ey
exclude some workers from going there, thgy may VL.}‘L.U\L:;, d‘n) il)k.l'nO (U
like, so such persons will not be able to earn their ]l\'c‘l_li".‘(-)_(-f » SO { ‘I’CSCAlre tphe
will be left unprotected. Then what is the meaning of !..‘o.g;'u.on”. s
Government afraid of the people”? Do they 'i,hm]_\' i‘l:‘.x G‘.C p]’l'[:nt
of Assam will destroy the pipe lines, the mah.gk_a_nr:.«: ; Lis‘ Otilﬁl‘
or Barapani Dam ? Are the Government not afraid Ic_) k“l;mt oyl
particular type of organisations ? Do the (mv‘crnmcm‘ 11’)m Bl a s
other organisations wil] be in the hands of the C:ovc:*nm},nj . tﬂlll.l. w t]1e
€ver may be, I may that it is onr own people w 10 are P_H)\hcv mg‘ it
railway stations and orhers. Therefore, I feel that the maumiatmc:}, e
public order is pot at all necessary and that it is wra\)ngq(?] part o A1
Government to say that it is now necessary to protect ._th .lfl(.[]S[TICS.in 2
Constitution has given the right to the people, but that right 15.lnow go lgth
be taken away by this Bill, therefore, I commend that this Bill be circula
for eliciting public opinion thereon by 31st May, 1960.

Mr. SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the Assam Maintenance
of Public Order (Am

endment) Bill, 1960 be circulated for eliciting public
opinion there op by 31st May, 1960.

HATTACHERYYA (Gauhati) : Sir, in suppor-
Nt of my friend, let me make it clear that l_am totally
Lol € Purpose of this Bijl. By purpose, I mean the undelying purpose
Which is apparen; atter careful reading of the Bill. The purpose of the Bill
IS ot to maintajp public order, the very purpose of the Bill is to protect
Certain areas for certain speciai purposes of the ruling Party, that is t.he
main purpose, Ot that the Government is going to protect the machineries
and plants but whgy they are going about is to protect their own pet organi-
Sation there apd not to allow the other free organisations to d_evclOp, that is
the PUrpose. Thjs Umtry Project is a very important project, it has remained
-there Without that area being declared a protected area. There are _other
industrialg COncerns anp centres and they have remained protected wﬂhopt
any ?xtrgl-ordinary Mmeasures apd vet now the Government is very keen in

his Mmoment, the reason is that because of late, there

, there is g growing spirit of developing the Unions and

.. Now Twant to pefe, to Clause 2 of the Bill, itis said “No person shall,
without the Permission of {he

State Government......... shall pass over, any
protected place.... 3

The State Government doeg not speak of any plant, does not speak of
any machinery of does ot Speak of any such particular place where certain
explosive or inflammable things are kept but if Government speak of a place
or kind of place where we consider necessary for publiq interest, public
mierest means whatever we S¢€ to be public inierest or in the interest of
safety or security tha

t such and such g place is to be declared a protected
_-——-—-__—u_f —— —— — -
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area, I quite understand, or if it is said that for the safety of a place or class
of a place this extra-ordinary power is necessary, that is understandable but
Government does not want to clarify the matter. But if Government declare
to be of public interest so for that purpose we may make certain areas pro-
hibited but if Government say that only those persons whom they shall give
the certificate shall be allowed to enter such protected areas and those who
have got tc permiis shall not be allowed to go to such areas, in that case
Government want (o create certain problem for the people. If the saboteurs
will not be allowed to go to such areas that is a different thing but if we
say that other persons will not be allowed to go there without the certificates
given to them, that is a very wrong thing, we don’t want to create division
among our own people.

Mr. SPEAKER : How long you take ?

#*Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : (Gauhati) Half an hour, Sir

Mr. SPEAKER : But the time allotted is one hour and forty five minutes
only.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA :  Sir, I shall try to finish
my speech in half an hour.

ADJOURNMENT
The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2-30. P.M.
AFTER LUNCH b

*Shri GAURISHANEKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) : Mr. Speaker
Sir, I said that the underlying purpose of this Bill is not really to protest
eace and tranquility in this State, but actually to curve the legitimate activi-
ties particularly the Ie_gitimate Trade Union activities of certain section of
the people and this will be abundantly clear when we remember that so far as
Assam Maintenance of Public Order Act is concerned, it has undergone
several amendments year after year as rolling i. e. the scope, dimension and
ferocity of this Act is also increasing. This Act was first put into the Statute
Book in 1947 and amendments were accepted in 1948, 1949, 1950, 1951, 1953
and the other is just now. It will be seen that in these amendments one
after another more and more power ;md. also extraordinary power have been
taken by the State Government for curving the liberty of the people. The
urpose of this original bill was very limited. But now it has been Spl}ght
1o be extended to a great extent. When the original bill came the Minister
piloting the bill had given in the Statement of Objects and Reasons which
appeared to be quite limited. It was said at that time.

« The Government of Assam find it necessary to take power beyond the
rovision of the ordinary law in order to prevent a deterioration in the ppbhc
order within the Province. The serious disturbances in other provinces
which have disfigured life have, it is true had but few repercussions in Assam.
Yet even in this Province they have cal;sed acute apprehension among
minority communities in various parts, which have naturally been incraased

U
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by the flow of refugees from Bengal into Assam i uuml:prt&j u‘.:inch have beqn
estimated as being in the necighbourhood of 24,000. {{“ ?ut‘m‘atcly 9e1i:?"3
elements have shown =2 disposition to exploit l;t:rrun’a\ ;.).qu'l._!_nf.e._s ?ffh's I1r1

for immediate political advaniage and there by created an ~illi:ﬂ’05_PnClC W lel‘C,
the most trivial event, misinterpreted or w rongly S %'-]rugmulr-’ m%

light the initial spark of a conflagration. Government are satistied “thgE
wiser elements of all parties desire whole-heartedly 10 I'I“-:"i-""fc peace, but
they have been driven to the conclusion that unusual n.m:ilt,m‘u_y _may  become
necessary at any time to cope with the risk that ensuc suc 1 LI.CI_IV“Y’IPH_TUCU'
larly the efforts of such persons as may seck locally to nuSrepresent the antens
tion of Government in implementing the programine ‘ff"'g[,.“‘:i upon by both
the political parties chicfly concerncd in this matter = c\‘n:‘i‘xonl of una.utho-
rised and unprotected encroachers on land reserved from occupation pending
planned settlement opcrations.

*“ Powers were therefore required to provide for preventive detention of
persons who may present a danger to the peace, for the imposition of collec-
tive fines upon any areas which encourage the activities of such persons and
thereby lead to the infraction of peace and order, the control of public

meetings and processions, and the sccurity of services essential to the life
oi the community .

Sir, now in piloting the bill the then Home Minister Shri Basanta Kumar
Das said that wh

ile the legislature was not in session an Ordinance was to be
passed in order to maintain pcace and security in t_hc Provinee. It was said—
“What I mean is this, Sir, that there arc activities of the Muslim League

which are z definite menance to the mair.ienance of public safety in the this
Province and there

arg also the activities of another party of politician—who
they are, I think, the hon. members can very well understand  which cannot
be ignored. They were once members of the Congress, but they are now
following a different political ideology and their activities, T should sa
constitute a graver menance to the maintenance of public peace in the
Province. Sir, I wish to take a litile time of the House and my liberty to
unfould and narrate some of the activities of these two parties in order to
convince the House that the course they are following would go to destroy
peace and amity that is prevailing in this-country between communities and
communities and between classes and classes. I would ask;the hon. ®members
to recall to their minds the days of anxicty and tribulation of the last few
hectic months about the peace and security being disturbed in manifold ways

after the Direct Action Day of 16th Augusi, 1946 observed by the Muslim
League through out the whole country.”

Therefore Sir, it was sacred cause for which the Act V of 1947 was
brought. Now that this specific amendment is brought the origina)
t remains somewhere. The scope of the bill has been
extended almost beyond recognition and this particular amendment, is for no
other purpose then tq Create a situation where none but the licencing

Trade Unions will be alloweq. Therefore, it is said “that no person shall
without the permission of

s the State Government or of any person in autho-
rity connected with the pProtected place duly authorised by the State
Governmernt in this bf?half_ Or of the district Magistrate or of the Subdivi-
sional Magistrate having Jurisdiction enter or be on or in or pass over, any
protected place™. It is not Nccessary that place should be one where valuable
machinery is kept. The State Government may declare any place as pro-

tected area. I have found only one such Act parallel to this bill. That is the
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Government of India Act, 1939, When the Congress Government for the
first time ruled in this State. As a matter of fact after the august visit
of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, there was an organised trade union and due to
some emergency Digboi was declared as a protected area. The victim No. 1
of this declaration was the Trade Union there. The Trade Union
was crust.

I have not found any such parallel during peace-time. 1 have not seen
any peace being broken anywhere in Assam for which Government should
take there extraordinary measures. I have not seen any disturbance breaking
out in any part of Assam to tackle which the ordinary law of the land
is not sufficient or competent. Sp, my apprehension is that this Bill is
designed only for the purpose of frightening away people from legitimate
trade union activiiies. Moreover, when in 1953, the Home Minister,
Shri B. R. Medhi, brought the Tribal Area Maintenance of Public Order Act,
he made it clear that it had become necessary because so far as the original
Act was concerned, viz., Act V of 1947, that did not apply to all parts of
Assam. That was limited only to particular areas. So far as the excluded and
partially excluded arcas under the Government of India Act, 1935, were
concerned, that Act was not operative and, therefore, he thought that in
order to bring uniformity in certain matters and in order to consolidate the
amendments that were made applicable to these hill areas also, it had be-
come necessary to bring in an Amending and Consolidating Act. At that
time also it was nowhere stated that that measure was meant to create
certain protected areas or to shut out certain people from certain areas or
class of areas. Now, by this present Bill Government probably has in its
mind the Barapani, Umtru or Cherrapunji area where a cement factory is
going to be started. Now. one thing T should like to submit, as my friend
Mr. Barthakur said, that the best gurantce, the best protection and the
best protector for any place or class of places is the people. If the workers
be contened they will themselves protect those areas. If the workers are not
contented then simply by making certain areas protected under certain
extraordinary legislations will not bring safety or security either to that
area or class of areas. 1 should, therefore, like to submit that when
Government consider that certain protection has become necessary they will
do well to take measures so that the people who deserve sympathy and who
deserve justice do get them. If they-are satisfied they will be best gurantees,
the besi protection for all these places. I should like in this connection to
remind Government about the scope of the 1953 Bill. Shri B. R. Medhi, the
Minister-in-charge of that Bill, which ultimately became Act XVI of 1953,
had said. He said : “The Assam Maintenance of Public Order Act, 1947,
was extended to Tribal ‘A° Areas which were formerly known as Partially
Excluded Areas and Excluded Areas under the Government of India Act,
1935 by notification under Section 92 of the said Act. All subsequent
amendments to the Act were not so extended in all those areas nor the
amendments made after the commencement of the Cosnstitution were applied
to the Atonomous Disiricts under paragraph 19 of the Sixth Schedule. The
Act therefore is in force in different forms in different areas. It is necessary
to make amendments which were made to the Act as in the rest of
Assam to make this law complete and comprehensive in Tribal ‘A’ Areas
also. Instead of bringing in amending measures for this purpose which will
obviously be different areas, it is desirable to consolidate the law and
incorporate the amendments in it as are considered necessary. It is therefo;e
proposed to repeal the Assam Maintenance of Public Order Act, 1947, as in
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force in the Part ‘A’ Tribal Arers and make

. a self-contained law
on the subject™.

Thus Sir, it will be seen from Government’s extending Act V of 1947 to
different parts of the Sixth Schedule Arcas by different notifications, that
Government felt. at different times that the danger to public peace and
tranquility in different parts of the Sixth Schedule districts stood at different
levels. Now, by the present Bill that difference is obliterated. 1 personally
fail to understand how for cxample, those areas fulling in the North Cachar
Hills where there is Naga depredation may be equated with areas which fall
within the Garo Hills, which arec quite peaceful. And as a matter of fact
Government have from time to time been declaring certain areas in different
parts of the hill districts as protected arcas or disturbed areas so as to give
those areas special protection. Now, if any such special occasion arises, the
same thing can be done in future also. I do not scc any person why this
omnibus provision should be extended to the Sixih Schedule districts also.
Therefore, I cannot support the very purpose of this Bill.

Moreover, it has been said that some persons might enter into areas on
authority. Those outhorities might be token either from the person who
is there in the locality or from the District or Subdivisional Officers. Now,
if the purpose of the Bill is to protect 2 dclicate arca —- an area where, as I
have already said, certian delicate mac‘n_mc;:y and mﬂgmmblc materials are
kept, the best person to give such authority is the technical officer in the area.
The Deputy Commissioner or the Subdivisional Oificer is not expected to
know .under what circumstance a peoplc may be allowed into that area. If
the authority would have been from the person who is in charge of the
plant or machinery concerned that would have been understandable. Simi-
larly it would have been understandable if it was said, say for example,
that certain areas have been enclosed by barbed wirc because of safiy reason
and authority is necessary for any person to enter those areas. But nowhere
it is stated in the Bill that the arcas sought to be protected would enclose
areas. It simply says places or class of places. A place may mean a town;
a place may mezn a cluster of villages, also. 1It, therefore, seems that
Government may extend the scope of this Bill to any area it pleases. We,
of course, know that in certain matters Government may need extraordinary
powers. We: may also hope that Government will use those extraordinary
powers:very carefully and judiciously. But it is one thing to expect judicious
use of powers and another thing to make provision for such far-reaching
and wide-range powers. Therefore 1 cannot support this Bill and I believe
if this Bill is circulated for eliciting public opinion the public opinion will be
against the spirit of the Bill. I, therefore, support the motion moved by my
friend Mr. Barthakur.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, this Bill
should be sent for eliciting public opinion because it is in a way a deviation
from the original Bill ; deviation in the sence that the whole background of
the original Bills was different and even amendments to the Assam Act VI of
of 1915 were moved before this House. That was a different situationg
Therefore, these powers were sought through this House for maintainin®
public order and peace in our State.

Now, the Bill as it is to-day, wants to go on different lines altogether.
As T said yesterday, in connection with the point of order that if the
Government had sought just to bring a Bill for protecting certain industries

*Speech not corrected,
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or industrial concerns and for that purpose it was necessary to amend the
Assam Maintenace of Public Order Act, that would have been a different
matter altogether. But to-day. Government wants to exercise police power
for a different purpose and thereby usurp for itself a trememdous power to
be exercised at its own sweet will.” Now, Sir, it is not disputed that there
may be some idustries which need protection and for that purpose, the
compund or the area on which the industries are started is sought to be
protected. That can be done even without this Bill. In certain States thqre
are Ordinance factorics, there are other important and essential industries
which should be protected from unsocial elements or from spies from outside.
That may be necessary and for that purpose, it is not necessary to bring an
amendment to the Assam Maintenance of Public Order Act. Sir, whenl
eo through the clauses of this Bill....

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : What are the
clauses the hon. Member is speaking about ?

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Sir, so far as these industries
are concerned the Manager of the industries can prohibit anybody from ente-
ring the area without his permission. For instance, the Digboi Oil Co. They
have prohibited the people from cntering into the factory area. But there is
no Bill for that purpose empowering the State Government or the Manage-
ment to stop people from going inside. It is on their own order that they
have prohibited the people from eniering inside the factory area. And
nobody can enter without the permission of the Assam Oil Co. But any-
body can go to Digboi. Anybody can move about in Digboi town. But so
far as the factory area is concerned, nobody cun enter without the permis-
sion of the General Manager. So for that purpose, nobody could enter
within that area because there are certain machineries which need protection
and all these things can be done even without this Bill. But here the Bill
goes further. The Bill wants that a particular area may be declared a pro-
tected area and if anybody goes there, he must first get the permission from
the authorities concerned. The authorities may not like my colour but may
like Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharryy’s colour. All these things are done at
the whims of the authoritics. So Shri Bhattacharyya may be allowed to g0
there. There is a difference here between the prohibitive area and protected
area. It is not only a place but it is also a bigger area which is sought to be
protected and thereby the liberty of the people will be restricted to a great
extent. Secondly, if somebody goes there, there are penal provisions. SO
far as penal provisions are concerned. I am not concerned. Supposing in
Digboi, if anybody enters into the factory area without the necessary permis-
sion then he can be penalised. Similarly, here, if we agree that this area
should be protected and that if anybody goes there, the penal laws should
come automatically ; we have nothing to say about that. But my submission
is this, so far as the area and places are concerned, if they are protected in
this way thereby restricting the liberty of the people, that will be going
against the people's right. But thaswas not contemplated in the Assam
Maintenance of Public Order Act. If we go on enlarging the scope of the
Assam Maintenace of Public Order Act in this way, a time may come when
the whole State may turn into a prison, when the wholeState will be under
certain restrictions and nobody will be able to move freely, even to talk freely.
Ttis not under-stood as to what is the purpose, particularly untill these

—n
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things come up, in’having this Bill at this moment. Therefore, it is necessary
to have the opinion of the people on this Bill and I would requesi the Chief
Ministor not to press for this Bill. As there is no hurry about passing this Bill
it is better to have the opinion of the people on such an important legislation,
before we can have an enactment.

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALYI . (ChicT Minister) : —

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have heard with attention the objections which
have been raised by the hon, Members in regard to the proposed legisla-
tion.

[ have also heard the hon. Member, Shri Nilmoney Barthakur. 1
readily agreec with him that it is the people ultimately who protect and
destroy the thing. Sir, in fairness to our people of this State, I may say
that our people are exceptionally good, in the sensz of and from the point
of view of discipline and from any other point. 1 really feel proud about
our people. But all these preventive measurcs which we have adopted
either through this legislation or through any other legislation are not
meant for the people in gencral but for those few exceptions who do not
fall in line with the people in genera! and who may try to create troubles.
It is for protection against such destructive elements that the legislation of
the kind is adopted:

_ Sir, I also heard the honourable Member from Gauhati the objections
which he raised about the validation act which we passed yesterday. I
feel personally that it is very healthy thing for this House to be more
careful in giving extraordinary powers to the executives. As a matter of fact
all the objections which have been raisced by thie honourable Member with
regard to the Validation Act [ anticipate this when ecaviicr Validation Acts
were passed. Any way from our side of the cxecutives, we must be able
to satisfy this August House about the need of justification of the extra-
ordinary powers. If we fail it will be in the fitness of thing of this House
to reject the propcsal for the extraordinary powers. Now, Sir, this Assam
Maintenance of Pnblic Order Acts which were passed in 1947 and also
subsequent Acis of 1953, with regard to its application, I submit, Sir, if
ﬁffzﬁgi \3;: fc_:heci‘ged_it. would be found that if there was any objection at
s ¢ b _Olfr_lt, N Interest of'ths State and» Society. Therefore 1 would

O submit thzt whenever this House gave the executives or to the Govt.

the extraordinary powers, ihese power will never be misused or used ai any

?T;lf; gﬁeegtwfl’;)_rhthe best interest of the people. Sir, in the same way,
e 1(:l We are asking for not by amending bill in our opinion
for EIllcidati)x{'l. bvli(ould_h_ave been happy if I have axcepted the proposal
Sl cox%s?u IC opinion  but I submit, Sir, all the acclerated works
are already o V‘ll"uctxon of the Refinery, the machinery and like thing which
thit e rOt'a.ey to reach very soon, it has bacome necessary to protect
they. Sl Ee cted areas. _But I can assure the honourable Members
ver find us misusing these powers at any time.

of thg%‘i;"snléafi;eoall‘mendment also that in with regard (o the determination
Sir, that euestion ?ﬁfk]l)ng of the boundary which are to be protected.
by claise, T Ao ol € considered when we cgr]S;det'cgl this bill clause
gk thess peopls Shoty é: bthat nstead of mentioning in a general way
of Bonndine: of the © pProtected, there should be suitable demarcation
ol oh erg S pII:Iotected arcas. [ do not know why that would
S it : Lo ouse agrees about the boundary matter I feel,
I, 1t will be worthwhile to consider about that and the apprehension of
the honourable Member that We are coming forward with the bill just to

P—— —_—
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debar thesc Trade Unions whom we do not support or whose idology
we do not and that suspicion is actually very unfortunate because we have
no intention of anything of this kind. As a matter of fact, this is not
noval provision with the State of Assam, zlone is going to adopt. I think
those of the honourable Members who have visited jother States they will find
that importance are given for protection under suitable provision-of the law.
The honourable Lcader of Opposition has agreed to the principle or about
the neced of proiccting or at least certain areas. But the point he raised
that these enhanced power to disallow anybody to enter into the protected
place is not necessary.  Here 1 think it is only the power we want to actually
reinforce with the legislation. 1 can assure the honourable Member that
they would find that Govt. had at no time misuse these powers. So,
I hope, Sir, with this explanation and assurance the honourable Members
would find my motion is acceptable to them.

Mr. SPEAKER-—TI put the question.

The question is that the Assam Maintenance of Public Order (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1960 be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon by
31st May, 1960.

HOUSE DIVIDED.

AYES—10
1. Shri Bishwanath Upadhyaya 6. Shri Hiralal Patwary
2. Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya = 7. Shri Nilmoney Borthakur
3. Shri Ghanashyam Talukder - 8. Shri Prabhatnarayan Choudhury
4. Shri Gopesh Namasudra 9. Maulavi Sahadat Ali
5. Shri Hareswar Goswami ) 10. Shri Tarun Sen Deka
NOES—50
1. Shri Bimala Prasad Chaliha | 26. Mrs. Jyotsna Chanda
2. Capt. Williamson A. Sangma - 27. Shri Karka Chandra Doley
3. Shri Fakhruddin Ali Almed 28. Prof. (Shrimati) Komo! Kumari
4. Shri Rup Nath Brahma f Barua
5. Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi 29. Shri Lila Kanta Borah
6. Shri Hareswar Das . 30. Srimati Lily Sen Gupta
7. M. Moinul Haque Choudhury | 31. Shri Mahadev Das
8. Shri Mahendra Nath Hazarika . 32. Maulavi Mahammad Idris
9. Shri Radhika Ram Das ' 33. Shri Manik Chandra Das
10. Shri Larsingh Khyriem ' 34. Shri Mohananda Bora
11. Shri Girindra Nath Gogoi | 35. Shri Mohi Kanta Das
12. Shri Sai Sai Terang ' 36. Shri Molia Tati
13. Shri Chatrasingh Teron | 37. Shri Narendra Nath Sarma
14. Maulavi Abdul Matlib Mazumder | 38. Shri Maulavi Nurul Islam.
15. Shri Baikuntha Nath Das i 39, Shri Omeo Kumar Das
16. Shri Bhuban Chandra Pradhani l 40. Shri Purnananda Chetia
17. Shri Bishnu Lal Upadhyaya - 41. Shri Radha Charan Choudhu1y
18. Shri Dandeswar Hazarika - 42. Shri Radha Kishan Khemka
19. Shr: Devendra Nath Hazarika - 43. Shri Rajendra Nath Barua
20. Shri Dhirsingh Deuri | 44. Dr. Ram Prasad Choubey
21. Shri Emerson Momin - 45. Shri Sarat Chandra Goswami
22. Shri Gauri Shankar Roy | 46. Shri Sarbeswar Bordoloi
23. Shri Hakim Chandra Rabha . 47. Shri Tajammul Ali Barlaskar
24. Shri Harinarayan Baruah | 48. Shri Tamijuddin Prodhani
25. Shri Hem Chandra Chakravarty | 49. Shri Tankeswar Chetia

| 50. Mrs. Usha Barthakur
(The question was negatived).
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Mr. SPEAKER : Then [ put the main question. The question
is that the Assam Maintenance of Public Order {(Amendment) Bill
1960 be taken into consideration.

(The question was adopted)

+Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) : DMay [ request Sir
that the time thai has been saved in disposing of these items may be added
to the items that are stitl to be disposed of on the 8th, 9t aud 11th, par-
ticularly the Assam Mainienance of Public Order {Amendment) Bill, 1960
and the Annual Financial Stalement of the Assam Stale Eleelrvicily Board ?

Mr. SPEAKER : There is no amendment to clause 1. So, 1 put the
question. The question is that clause 1 of the Bill do form part of the Bill.

(The question was adopted)

Now Mr. Gopesh Namasudra to move all the ameadment Motions
together.

+*Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA : [Patharkhandi] (Reserved for scheduled
castes) Mr. Speaker, Sir, Ibeg to move thatfor the new sub-section (1) of
proposed Section 8E going to be inserted by clause 2, the following shall
be substituted. namely :—

(13

8E(1) If as respects any enclosed place or class of place where
valuable machineries or inflamable meterials are usuually kept, the State
Gov‘ernment considers it necessary or expedient in the public interest or in
the i.uterest of the safety and security of such machines and materials, that
special precaution should be taken to prevent the entry of unauthorised
persons, the State Government may by order declare that place of class of
place to be a protceted place and thereupon, for so long the order is in
force, sueh place or-every place of such class, as the case may be, shall be
a protecled place for the purpose of this Act.

_(2) Sir, L also beg t5 move that in the new sub-section (2 uf proposed
section 8E going o be inserted by clause 2, the words “or of the District
Magistrate or of the Subdivisional Magistrate having jurisdiction” appearing
in the third, fourth and fifth lines shall be deleted. A

(3) Sir, I also be : :
. o= g to move that in the sub-section (1) of pro d -
tion 8E going to be inserted by clause 2— Rt

(1) betwee

enclosed” 0 the words “any” and ‘‘ares” in the third line the word

shall be inserted ; and

{2) after th

word “SHap e ord “declare” in the sixth line for the word “the” the

shall be substituted.

(4) Sir, I Boes
also beg to mwove that the new sub-section (2} of proposed

section 8E shaull be deleted nrn & .
shall be renumbered accordiﬁlgl(; i ERbEequpnL DYInYsed. e AliacaEn

Mr. SPEAKER : The amendments are moved.

———
*
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#+Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dribrugarh) : Mr Speaker, Sir, I
support the amendment moved by the Hon’ble Member from Patharkandi
In the second reading of the Bill, the Minister who was piloting this Bill
said that it was necessary to protect the valuable machineries and other
establishments that were coming for the Oil Refinery and that the Bill
would be applicable to the other industries as well. For that purpose the
omnibus provision is not necessary. For example, it is not necessary to
protect everything, to protect our homesteads. Take for example agaiun
the official residence of the Ministers. The official veadence is prtected by
4 sentry or by a Policeman but the private residence of the Ministers is not
protected. It is not at all necessary to protect those houses. The private
citizens are protecting their own homesteads, and for that this provision
is not necessary.

Here lhe question is that there are materials or machineries which are-
so delicate that it is necessary to protect it from destruction. For example,
in the Refinery there will be crude oil and petrol - the whole of the
benzene group-which are highly inflammable-it is necessary to take
extra-ordinary precaution. But that precaution can be taken by giving am
enclosure and by restricting the entry into the enclosoure. In all
the faclories, in Rice Mills or even in a Refinery like the Digboi
Refinery, they are protected by an enclosure. The sentry to this area is
controlled by the managing staff or by the centry. That could have been
done here. Such a provision of restricting the civil liberties of the people
is not necessary. The same thing will apply here.

It is necessary to protect the embankments. Some time we hear
certain embankments being cut by miscreants. The Law is there
that nobody can cause damage to the embankmants and there is
provision for their being protected. It is the people who guard them.
Yes, it is true that there are one or two bad characters amongst them but
they can be rounded up and the provision is there in the law. Here in the
Refinery the question is a little different. If a person inadvertently throws
a match-stick, it will cause a huge fire and what not. So there should be
protection but that protection should not take away the liberty of the
people. Protaction may be taken for control of fires, by having a fire
brigade, by having extinguishers and by placing sentries and providing
for all these in the Act itself. This can be done without taking away the
liberty of the people. This being the biggest industry in the State, people
have an inclination to visit that area, to know how the Refinery is working
how crude oil is refined and for that some scope should be given. Kee-
ping the other point in mind, namely, protecting the delicate machineries
and the inflammable materials. this provision is not necessary. In this
amendment it is suggested that “If as respects any enclosed place oOf class
of places where valuable machineries or inflaimmable materials are usually
kept, the state Govt. considers it necessary or expedient in the publie
interest or in the interest of the safely and security of such machines and
materials, that special precaution should be taken to prevent the entry of
unauthorised persons, the State Govt. may by order declar that place or
class of place to be a protected place, and thereupon, for so long the order
is in force, such place or every place of such class as the case may be, shall
be a protected place for the purpose of this Aet”? ]
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Here without enecting this piece of Legislation that could have been
done as it has been done at Digboi, and in most of the factories except
Nihijam. No law is there to protect the machinaries and such other things
We have hardly coms across a case of sabotage in those places. In
the Tata Steel & Iron Works, in Durgapur and in such other big industries
sometime we hear a complaint of the plants being shut-down or accidents
taking place but these are on account of dofects in the machiperies and
not because of sabotage. Even if the Government of Assam thinks that
extra-ordinary protection is necessary for the oil refinery, Government can
restrict entries to that particular enclosure. Here this amendment will
serve this purpose, nemely, the factory area or the Refinery area or the
area where crude oil is shifted to the factory, that area should be protected.
This amenment will serve this purpose and it is not necessary to declare
the entire area as protected, irrespective of the valuable materials and
inflamnable materials being there. Therefore there should not be any
difficulty in accepting this amendment

Sacondly, here powers have been given : ‘“No person shall, without
the permission of the State Government.”” Now the State Government can
exarcise their powers through their officials. That powers is alread_Y
there. The State Government does not mean the Chief Minister. They will
frame rules as to who will exercise these powers on behalf of the Govern-
ment or any person connected with the protected place may be duly au-
thorised by the State Government. A person in authority in that
establishment who knows what is important, how the place is to be
protected, how to disallow entry of undesirable persons, or persons going
w1tb_ match-sticks or smoking, cun be given these powers. These
resiric_tions will normally apply. The person in authority in the industrgal
establishments can give effect to these restrictions imposed by this bill..
Wh_y_the sub-divisional Officer or the District Magistrate should have this
addlt}o_nal burden ? They will, in fact, have to go to that place and make
Tohauiries and also refer to the persons in authority there. This1s a
leugth_y process which is not necssary. On the other hand the Deputy
Comm1331oqer or the Deputy Magistrate will apply this right in an omnibus:
way as Shri Bhattacharya and Shri Goswami have said. They will issue
Efrm]t to persons they like and refuse permits to those whom they do not

tke. 1 do not think that the S. D. O. or the D. Cs should be given these

powers. The State Government can give these powers to some person in
authority in the establishment.

. Therefore, I belive that there should not be any difficulty for the-
Minister to accept this amendment.

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): 1 am
exiremely sorry that we cannot accept this amendment moved by
the Hon’ble Member, Shri Gopesh Namasudra. One of the main reasons
why his amendment to Clause 2 is not acceptable to me is that in drafting
this amendment he hag kept in view only one point, namely the Refinery.
But when we make the draft of the bill, we have to keep in view the point
that many other industries may be set up in this State. Therefore the
purpose and the way we want to cover all these undertakings will not be
served by the amendinent proposed by the Hon’ble Member. Thefore, as

14
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1 said before, if the House agrees aud if the hon, Member also agrees, the
only provision which I am inclined to accept is that whatever place is
declared a protected area that should be demarcated before it is declared
a protected area. That course will be helpful to the common man to know
the exact place which is so declared. So, if you Sir, agree and if the House
also agree I suggest that there should be a proviso to clause 2 to the effect
that-‘Provided that any area which will be declared a protected area fshould
be properly demarcated.’

*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) Sir, that ig not an
acceptance because in any case if any area is declared a protected area,
automatically that place should be demarcated. In other words, thes
actual boundary line should be defined.

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CH;.XLII_{A (Chief MiﬂiStel')Defining T
dary line is one thing and demarcation is anothep thing. That is why I think
it will be helpful to the ;eu:nn_mn ‘man to know .’exactly Thetder e iog
protected place. Sir, my difficulty ' accepting the idea of an ot
which the hon. Member has proposed is because there may not be any enclo-
sure in certain places which may be declared protected area. There may
be only a crose line. That is why I am suggesting this proviso. If you Sir,
agree to admit [ think it will be better if we put such a proviso to clause
2 and also to clause 3. :

Now Sir, with regard to the authority who wij issu its
1 quite appreciate the difficulty of any intending \'isitc;)rfa psa;;estoo%aﬁzz}:l;tisr
if he will have to come all the \.VEI)'-EO Shillong to et ti]e permit TS
why it has been provided in this B_]ll that, the State Govt or au.’ e
authorised by the State Govt in this hehalf oriof. the njyiopana st e
of the Subdivisional Magistrate having Jurisdiction, should pe thébaulthority.
Ifsuppose this will be helpful for any. persopiingerg s et
site of any undertaking declared to be a protecteq gpe4 toi et a permit
I suppose hon. Members should have no objection ¢, the addi%ion'z:l I;utho:
rities who would be in a posﬂro.n to issue permits, The hAEu ‘ber e
that supposing an Hon’ble Minister goes out of his official. resril:ience he:
does not apprehend any harm to happen._ WeH, as to o el
mision would be that the value of th_ese Industrjeg or th]d Ir, mEji oBic
Project is more important than the hffa of a Minister Tt? Hydro ew'a\ﬂt"
to give more inportance to the protection of these ili;dust erefor we
life of Ministers.

I am therefore, sorry Sir, that the emeng
I request the hon. Member to withdraw it.

Mr SPEAKER : Mr, Namasudra, are yoy v,

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA : [Pathnrka
scheduled castes)]

Mr. SPEAKER : [ will put the question

For the new sub. section (1) of the Proposeq Sel?° Question js that —
inserted by clause 2, the following shall be SUUStitme‘é lon 8E going to be

) namely —

. or CIESS 0 es where
e UBUally iegzc the State

ments are oy acceptable to me-

ithdrawing ?
di (Reserved for No Sir

“8E (1) If as respects any enclosed place
waluable machineries or inflamable materia]g
Govt. considers it necessary or expedient in thq Ublin : e
jnterest of the g?fety and security of such Machijy, 1¢ interest -'mjsmthat
special precautions should be taken to preyey; thees and mam;:ﬁhfn-i‘seiﬂ
persons, the State Govt. may by order declare pfa'zt"of { lass of place
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to be protected place, and thereupor, for so long the order is in force, such
place or every place of such class, 23 the case may be, shall be a protec-
ted place for the purpose of this Aet”.

(2) Sir, I also beg to move that in the new sub-section (2) of proposed
section -BE going to be inserted by clause 2, the words “or of the District
Magistrale or of the Sub-divisional Magistrate having jurisdiction”
appearing ia tne third, fiacia and fif:h lines shall be deletad. it

(3) S.r, I also beg to move that in the sub-section (1) of propossed
section 8F going to be inserted by claure 2 —

.. (1) between the words “any” and “area’” in the third line the word
“enclosed” shall be inserted; and

. (2, afier the word “declare” in thie sixth line for the word ‘“the”
the word “that” shall be subtituled.

.., (4) Sir, [ also beg to move that the new sub-section * (2) of proposed

section, SE shall be deleted and the subse quent proposed new sub-scction
shall be renumbered accordingly.
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Mr. SPEAKER : 1 put the questidu.
The question is that Clause 2 forms part of the Bill.

(The question wos adopted)

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Reserved for scheduled

-castes)] : Sir, I beg to move that clause 3 of the Bill shall be deleted.

. Mr. SPFAKER Amendment moved is-that the clause 3 of thé Bil
shall be deleted. i

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : This amendment
is also identical to the amendment in respect of clause 2. Therefora, for the
same reason-Sir, this amendment also is not occeptable.

. Mr. . SPEAKER : The question is that eclause 3 of. tl;e Bill. shall
‘be deleted. 7 noting [ 1357 aNE ¢
( The question was negatived )

Y 1 PEANY LN

priiate o 4 :
I put the main question.
The question is that clause 3 does form part of the Bill,
( The question was adopted )

"The question “is  that the short title and bréaﬁhblé Uof tile Bili do
form part of the Bill.

( The quesﬁoh was adopted )

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : My, Speaker)
Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Maintenance of Public Order (Amendment,
Bill, 1960, be passed.

*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Mz, Speaker, . Sir, I
oppose the passing of "this Bill because this Bill seeks to take.away the
civil liberty of the people. Sir, we are a democretic country and our Consti-
tution has gauranteed the fundamental rights, the right of the private citizents,
the right to assemble, the right to move freely in our country and also the
right to organise. These are the rights that are sought to be taken away by
the State. Sir, the object of this Bill is to protect some of the industrial
establishments “in -our country and here it has been discussed that the
best protectors for the property of the State are the people to protect .the
valuable industrial ‘establishments in our country and there does not exist
any danger that all these valuable industrial establishments will be destroyed
by our own people. Sir, only the other day, we tabled a resolution con-
demning the policy of recial discrimination and suppression of the African
people ‘in their own homeland and against colonialism by the white rice i

“South Africa. = There is discrimination about race in South~ Africa and. here

also- by this Bill we are going to create trouble and discrimination z_1bout
persons. Who are then the desirable persons and who are the undesirable

persons that this Bill sought to put some restrictions. So long the reasonal
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JIestrictions are always there. These restrictions are imposed by the manage- J
ment of the industries. In the case of Refinary, thc Government will 3
impose restrictions under essential order. The arca of the Qil Refinary ]

willlbe declared protected. Our people will naturally be interested to see
what the refinary is, how it work, what are its machineries etc. They have
sacrificed so many things for the establishment of the Oil Refinary in Assam
Now if they are not given permission to see its functioning then the
sentiment of the people will be wounded. Of course, we may not allow to
carry any explosive materials with them. That sort of restriction will always:
be there. That is necessary in the interest of the safety and the security 3
of the industries. In case of heavy industries =also there is alway 3
reasonable restriction.

Sir, this is the age of Democracy. The Government are in favour
of decentralization of power. They are in frvour of giving power to the
common people. That is why they have framed certain rules. They got the
Panchyat Act passed by this House and they have also framed certain rules
thereunder just to give some power to the people. By this Act, the people
have been given power to take part in the nation building activities. The
government have gone to the extent of making reappropriation from the
State’s Budget for this purpose. In such circumstances, it is difficult to
understand when such amended bill has been put forward. This bill has
sought to curve the liberty of the people.

The government are going to set up some indestries in the State Sectors.
In that case th_e employer will be State Government. The employees as well as
the othe;r public .will know that since these are state managed industries, the
properties of the industries belong to them. Therefore they will be very l
cgﬁreful‘ about_the safety and security of the iudustries. It appaers from the A
bill that there is no gurantee whether general public will be allowed to visit
s;tgh establishments set by in the protected areas. The bill will therefore
lsaiiimt%e thﬁ fundam.ental rights of the people. The Minister piloting bill has
ofithe att CIPFOV181011§ of this bill would not be used against the interest
necessape?‘p e'h In this context it should be borne in mind that if it is
e Trarge %T_t € purpose of giving facilities to the working classes to join
0 ey dllllc_)él, they should be allowed to do so. They should be allowed
s ldEratlon even in the industrial areas. T_hey should be given
Area s tho $0. There should not be any discrimination between this -
e oy a}t] employee. Permission should be given to all. All
There will bealoi Of}ﬂd be allowed to visit the industrial establishment.
e ) ?h demands from the general public to visit such industrial
s Bt s dey rhould be allowed. Of course, there may be rush ;
iy Tesitio ha Ioes not mean that the people should be deprive(_i of
But thg .ﬁ right. We_ agree that law and orders should be maintained.
es¢ Wil not be violated because the people know that it is their
property. Sir with these words T oppose the passing of the Bill.

Shri TARUNSEN DEKA (Nalbari-East) : w77 wgzivg
347 AFca 7 {f‘@aﬁf‘i fiter 012 eifoasfs ot w9 g7 941 23 37 GEIRICE] .
47 7F17 TS BB T armr e form) cztm | A TR B e
ik ﬁ;;ﬂg CEUST CotRL witgms fafn oz 491 =G wE T @red |
gﬁgj’f@?}ira ?;j?q ﬁ?fgacjm tare 1 e yad i T T S o
Z = i) 3 L) ey e 5 o 1 - s )
ﬁ:réw tzes 78 IS coAtE A 49T 371 xR | Fig7 famrdeiy w60 ey




1960] TTE ASSAM MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC CRDER 169
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1960 )

4% 1EF #Ib T3l I wIF 9B wiefe |ty @ 4fFn T HET g
13715 31c qed? =faa) o 0zes | QZth I M2 Sitg SEd 9 oS
wifeer (5 2= 3 7% wab fwal 29 1 wfew =3 2aie 7@ F4 TIR
341 ¢zt | AT AEITE 0FCE (3 (ARt 28T Sawecs @5 @R | CRE)
AR FH | fFE @3H a5 =0 @ GF s st g SHIQ T I
gfyatg aCa 459 =9 B© ¥FEAT FW owas e Bfvw | femal W
Figzq FICeTE | Bo TRl A7 T 1 qiwag wfFaen ffg—sig TS
Trad A2 | FIFCAT 9% 49I2T s T 92 = f{cardy |

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I am very thankful to the hon. Members who participated in this debate
on this Bill. It appears that we are agreed that there should be some
restrictions for some industries. But at the same time some hon ~Members
are opposed to the passage of this Bill. [ am finding it difficult to under-
stand that position. Hon. Member Mr. Barthakur is under the misappre-
h ension that when this bill will be passed, nobody will be able to visit any
of the industtial undertakings which will be set up in the protected areas.
Sir, recently [ have been to Bangalor and I visited many of these industries
are in protected areas. But, S'r, I saw thousands and thousands of people
visiting these industries ; call it the Hindustan Aireraft or Machine Tools,
ete. Thousands of people are moving in these areas throughout the day.
They take a pass at the gate and they are guided to i(he industrial area.
Therefore, Sir, I feel that there shouid be no apprehension that as a result
of the application of the provisions of this amending Bill, the refinery area
or any allied undertakings should be closed even for a visit by the people.
It is not so.

Hon. Member, Shri Deka said that [ have given an assurance that the
provisions of this Act will not be applied in case of Trade Union. May
clarify what I said before, Sir ? The hon. Member from Gauhati said that
our intention in to deprive the LN.T.U.C. workers of their entering into
those industrial areas. I want to refut his allegations. As I said, it was
not our intention to deprive them or any of the LN.T.U.C. workers of 'their
visiting those areas. 1 do not know whether he may be allowed or any
other Trade Union may be allowed. That will depe‘nd upon the eircum-
stances, and it is difficult to say who would be allowed and who would not
be allowed. But 1l would say that even now it is far from our intention:to
deprive the rights guaranteed under the Counstitution. It is true that we
gupport the ideology of the LN.T.U.C. because of certain historical reasons.
As you know, Sir, the Congress, and I suppose many of the hon. Members
were supporters of the Congress, is trying to do whalever is possible for
the welfare of the labour welfare and that labour welfare works should be
taken up. Then, various Trade Union leaders had their own viewss about
it and at the same time, Gandhiji had ecertain opinion about it and theré
were some people who believe in this way of thinkine, So for historical
reasons also we the Congressmen appreciate the ideolo::w of the LN.T. .C.
But that does not mean that we are going to suppress the Trade
movement either under this law or any other law. [ fee!, Sir, that I have
explained my views to the best of my ability and the hon. Members wou
be kind enough to pass lhis Bill. e

M
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Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that the Assamn Maintenance of
Public Order (Amendment) Bill, 1960 be passed.

( The question was adopted )
The Report Of The Assam Public Service Commission, 1954-55,

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHAI (Chicf Minister) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, with your pemission, I beg to lay out copy of the Report on the Work-
ing of Lhe Assam Public Service Comission for the year 1954-55 together
with a memorandum explaining as respect the cases where the advice of
the Commission was not accepted and the reasons for such non-acceptance
under Article 323 (2) of the Constitution.

*Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) : Sir, in this
eonnection, may I get the information from the Chief Minister whether
Government proposed to fix a date for discussion on this report ?

Mr. SPEAKER : If you give a motion to that effect, then we can take
it up in the next session.

Amendment to Assam Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940

*Capt. W. A. SANGMA (Minister Transport): Mr. Speaker, Sir, Ibeg to
move that the Amendment to the Assam Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940 be
adopted.

Mr. SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the Amendment to the
Assam Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940, be adopted

The guestion is that the Amendment to the Assam Motor Vehicles
Rules, 1940, be adopted.

( The question was adopted )

Discussion on the Budget of the State Electricity Board for the period from
1st April, 1960 to 31st March, 1961.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister Industries) : Mr.
Speaker Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly do now take into consideration
the Anpual Financial Statement of the Assam State Electricity Board
for the period from 1st April, 1960 to 31st March, 1961 as provided under
sub-seetion (3) of Section 61 of the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1948.

Sir, in ihis connection, I only want to point out that as per statement
the anticipated reverue receipts during 1960-61 is Rs. 55,28,400 as against
the anticipated revenue expenditure of Rs. 39,57,693 thus giving a trading
gurplus of Rs. 15,71,007. After providing for depreciation as required under
gection 69 of the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1918, there is a net deficit of
Rs. 14,45,164/-.  Sir, the assets which have been used for some years and
which were passed on to us, we have heard, should be given at reasonable
depreciated amount. Rough estimate shows that the depreciation from this
should be Rs. 10.35 lakhs. The Government of Assam have been requested
to reduce the initial deemed loan of Rs. 3,32,00.000 by Rs. 10.35 lakhs. In
this connection, I also want to draw the attention of the hon. Members to
Ty KA S
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what has been provided at page 4. Cerlain very interesting developments
are going to take place. Now, Item 2 where it is stated that miscell:mem_ls
development schemes for installation of additional Diesel sets at certain
places the amount provided is Rs. 66.00 1nkhs. We have in the middle of
the Second Five Year Plan requested the Plasning Commission for an
additional 8,000 Kws and we are now about to place order for the same.

Then, Sir, ltem 3. We huve underlaken exitension of High Tension
lines from Umtru to Jagi Road.  The power is required for the newly spun
gilk mill whieh is coming into being shortly,

Item No. 4 Ilvdel Elocelriesl proieets censtruetion. Construction of
Umium Hydro-Elec'rie Projeet Rz 113.00 lakhs,

Item No. 5 Investigation for certein Hydro-eleetric and Thermal pro-
jects—

1. Umium Hydro-electrie Projeet.

2. Kapili Hydro-electiie Project.

3. Tura Thermal Station.

4, Badarpur Thermal Station.

5. Alignment of the transmission line lo Bongaigaon, Tezpur and

Badarpur from the Umium Umtru syslem,

This will cost about Rs. 8.26 lakhs.

Item No. 6 Naharkatiya Thermal station. The initial cost will be
about 5 lakhs.

Mr. SPEAKER : The motion moved is that this Assembly do now take
into consideration the Annual Financial Stalement of the Assam State
Electricity Board for the period from ist April, 1960 to 31st May, 1961 as
provided under sub-section (3) of Section 61 of the Electricity (Snpply)
Act, 1948. .

* Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) : Sir, it is
interesting to note that after dcduetion ot the depreciation in the asset
which is transferred by the Government to the Board, the capital asset has
been at Rs. 3,568,21,000 as shown in the firsl page of the report. But when
we compare the Revenue Receipt and Expendilure, we shall see that the
revenue receipt is not up to the mark in comparison within Capital Asset
that the Board at present has at iis disposal.  Anoller thine noticeable here
is that this Board is predomineni with nct by those who know industry,
but by Administrative Officers. 1 had stated in my Cul Motion during the
Budget discussion that the recommendution of the Expert Committee was
that part time service of an LLA.S. officer for the Board would hase sufficed
for keeping the Board in close colloboration with the Government. But at
the present stage, we find that there is one full time 1. A.S. officer in the
Chair in addition to two other LA.S. Officers, 1 hope for part time, butit
would have been better if there is provision of 1} technieal personnel—one
full time and the other part time. So in view of the responsibility, 1 feel
the very circumstances of the Board is not justificable. There is no justifi-
cation in going from the recommendation of the Expcri Committtee.
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Now, so far as the Revenue Receipt and Expenditure is concerned, it is
seen that thought the Receipt in comparison with 1959-60 was increased by
much higher on the Rcccipi side itself. So also in ihe Gcnelzan.c_m side
expenses has shown a great increase, while Transmission and Distribution
sides show some decline. 1 do not know the cause of Spccml increase in th_e
side of Generation. We have also seen that there is an increase of expendi-
ture in the Consumer’s Servicing though the increase 1s not very great. In
view of the fact that most of the concerns were smrlc:(_l rcccn]_LI){, it is not
properly understood why so much of money is pcccss?ry ||1‘Scr\:10mg. One
item which did not exist in the previous yecar’s budget, 1s. Unallocatqd
Expenses’, is added this time. There is also another new item shown in
1960-61 and this is Contribution to Leave Salary. Now, it is quite proper
that there should be contribution to leave salary, but in UIC.PYCVIOUS year
also payments were made on the occasion of leave, and no item of some
form or other was shown. Last year total figure of expenditure was about
35 lakhs whereas this time it has gone upto 39. lakhs. So., we find that the
position in comparison with that of last ycar cannot sz!:d to have been
improving. Last year, there was an argument that this being a new venture,
time will be required for making certain economy, but that argument does
not hold good this year.

Now, another aspect which drawn our attention is that the Board is
operating at a recurring loss. My submission is that when there is recurring

loss and when there is fresh loans from the Government to meet this loss
there should be curtailment in the expenses.

Again, provision in the Wage Bills shows that there are employees with
basic salary of Rs.28 p.m. under this Board. [ think the Board is not
justified in keeping officers whose salary is in the range of Rs. 2,500, 2,000 or
so. In this connection, it should also be noted that while in case of those
top ranking officers one special policy is followed, in the case of those who
are at the bottom, another policy is maintained. Let me site one example,
The Chairman, Chief Engineer and Additional Chief Engineers — all thege
people get some Special Pay of Rs. 200 ard another House Allowance
of Rs.150 p.m. or so. But for those workers who are giving their toils and
tears in the wild regionat Umtru and the interior, there is no provision for
Special Pay. Before the concern was taken over by the Board and when it
was run by the Government, these poor paid employeces were placed at Dam
site or in the Power House or at Burni Hat, they used to get 30 per cent.
of their basic pay as Compensatory Allowance only. When the Board took
it over then this Compensatory Allowance was reduced to 10 per cent. of
then" basic salary, and now when the Chairman, the Chief Engineer, the
Additional Chief Enginecr are being given special pay of Rs. 250/- per month
or 150/- per month, that 10 per cent. Compensatory Allowance of those

poorly paid workers with basic pay of Rs.28/- or Rs.35/- per month has been
withdrawn altogether.

I' thi i is is ¢ v unkind and | i
attitude towards the workir;l:gnlg]’agga o & I s

Then another aspect is to be noted. When these concerns are given in
the hands of Board.s or Corporations it is genecrally said that it is done so
because a CorpOI‘ﬂ‘EIOI} Or a Board — because of its experience in commer-
cial lines would do things better, The Government officers are not expected
to be necessarily good Managers of [ndustries or cood business men. This
is one of the reasons which prompt the Government and the Captains of the
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Governmental policy to hand over these concerns to the Boards and Corpora-

tions. But if the Board is composed of mostly by Government servants,

simply because it is named a Board, they do not necessarily become Experts

Industries or commerce or business or trade. Simply changing the sign-

board does not matter: This has, as a matter of fact, resulted 2 things, one

is that in private industiial or commercial undertakings the workers are in a

better bargainning ro ition.  Afier all the workers, if they are well organised,

can bargain, can g.iate and can give due pressure to the management for

realisation of their legitimate dues.  But when they are confronted with the

allpowerful mighty Governmental machinery, overt or covert, they find

themselves in a very tight coiner, and therefore they always become pushed

not to the position of bargainers but to the position of p.CLiliO!lCI‘S and in

that way their applications ought to receive special consideration. But that

is not what is taking place in ithe Assam State Electricity Board. When we

see that in the Governmental machinery there are 3 different stratas.
Different treatment for the name type of employees cmployed in different

stratas. We have all along been complaining here, for example, that for.
the Secretariat there is one scale and one grade for the Heads of Depart-
ments there is enotler scale and grade and for the District Heads there is
another scale and grade. We have always been saying that this is a very
unfortunate hang-over of British imperialistic regime in this country. But.
when the State Electricity Board is only newly formed we find that the same
old unhappy hang-over is biought here also. Here also we find that the
scale and grade in the Secretariat of the Board, that is to say, the establish-
ment under the Chairman, is different from that which is under the Chief
Engineer, which may be compared to the Heads of the Departments, and
the pay scale and grade in the District establishment is even lower than the
establishment under the Chief Engincer. In other words the same parallel
of injustice of not paying according to the work — equal work, equal
pay — is being brought to the State Electricity Board also. That is not
the case in private undertakings and even in some of the Central under-
takings which have gone over-to Corporations or Boards, We have seen
that either in some cases those All-India Corporations have give up this
zonal policy. The agitation and struggle of the working classes are going
on for abolition o! this thing. Sir, we all know of the latest direct action
which was lunched Dy the employees of the State Bank. One of their
principal demand v s tiint the abolition of the discrimination zone-wise.
Same type of Bank cmp'oyee who works in Calcutta gets much higher
pay and other emol :menis than an employee who works, say at Tezpur..
There was an agitat:on foi abolition of this zonal system. I expected
that under tne guidance of our Ex-INTUC General Secretary. the State
Electricity Board would have set an example of abolition of this discrimi-
natory pylicy zone-wise bnt unfortunately, that differentiation in the
Secretariat, Heads of Departments and the Districts administration is still
there. I also find Sir that cven though several undertakings which were
privately owned have now been taken over by the State, and those who
were in ths managerial employment, have been accommodated with gene-
rosity ; but so far as tne actual workers of the lower rung are concerned,

many of there legitimate demands and grievances are still to be met. They
as yet do not know where they stand. It has not yet been assured to them
that their service would be counted from the date of their appointment in
the private concerns. 1 should say, many of them have not yet been given
any grade pay scale. The question of seniority has not as yet been finally
settled. Many people, who because of their efficiency and also because
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of their seniority of service ought to have been place in  higher position
have been arbitrarily pushed to a down-grade, to a lower position, and
many have been placed at a higher position though perhaps they did not so
desere. As a result of that there has been a lot of discontent, dis-satisfaction
and demoralisation among the different sections of the workers. I am not
saying that all their grievances can be redressed just here and now, but one
thing is to be remembered that they require a sympathetic approach and a
kind treatment. Very recently 1 had gone to Umtru and Burnihat area and
I was told that the Chairman of State Electricity Board also had been there.
The Chairman met the workers of Umtru, and those workers complained
to him that they are living in a jungle where there is no facility for transport,
there is no medical facility near at hand, they have got no proper
housing arrangement, they have no proper arrangement for water —
there are so many marricd people but thcy have nol get any water.
Moreover, even the bachelors’ barracks are also too inadequate. They also
gaid that there has been a lot of discrimination in the payment to some
types of workers. For example, the workers who have been brought from
outside as lime-keeper or the like have been placed in a parlicular job and
there are others who are sons of the soil are doing the same work. While
these people who have come from outside are given higher initial emolu-
ment. They also submitted that the State Electricity Board ought to have
followed the policy of same pay for the same worlk because here there is
no question of seniority or juniority as all of them have been appointed
at the same time. But unfortunately the Chairman did not give them any
hope. Thereafter the Chairman came to Bornihat and there he was
approached by the staff including those who are working as Telephone
Operators in the Departmental Telephone Exchange there. Sir, 1 speak
subject to correction. These people said that they were very cordial
towar_ds the Chairman. Government also discriminate between the
techmc_al staff and the clarical staff because there are thousands of people
hankering after clarical job, but there is dearth of technical staff. So the
Government fear the technical staff and therefore they think that if they
can keep the technical staff satisfied then they do not care for the clerical
staff. As a mattar of fact employees from top upto the Overseer and
Foreman get fairly well treatment but the plight of the employees below
the rank of Foreman is very miserable. Now if the employees donot get
a word of sympathy from the authority then naturally there will not be
aufficient incentive for the workers to exert themselves. You can drag
the horse to water but you cannot force the horse to drink. You can
SUPQ‘"e_SSIThe employees by your governmental authority and by the club
of_d_:sc:p ine and subduce them but you cannot get their spirit. That
spirit may either go for building up the industry or it may be wroungly
chanalised and lead to degenerate resentment. 1 wish that the State
Electricily Board authority would see that the spirit of the workers did
not degenerate into reseniment due to some unkind behaviour towards

them. That su i I g - g
o o, ggestion I am humbly placing with all the sincerity that

Another aspect of this matter is that when the workers come to repre-
s_eut their grievances it Isnot sufficient to say that it is receiving the atten-
tion of the administration. These poor workers need immediately some
gort of relief. .The other day 1 submitted about certain outstanding
df:m_ands é_iﬂd grievances of the 56 workers of the Electric Supply, Jorhat.
Similar grievances are there at Gauhati, Ulubari and Barnibat and [ think

N

A
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gimilar grievances are there in other places also. 1 would request the
Board authorities to see that the grievances and demands of the employees,
" which are so humble, are aitendcd to quickly otherwise their sufferings
may be aggrevated. It issaid that delay defeats justice. Even if you give
justice after six months, there may be bilterness in the meantime. So my
last submission to the Board authorities is that they should see that the
demands of the workers are attended to quickly.

With these few words, Sir, I conclude my observations.

Shri GOPESII NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)] @ waita  warw wcziwg. —<ifT ¢ ART IS
@y wica e #=fa i wfe @3 Aiffs wwey afesre) 331 31 @&
a@iferat @tf4ara shoek brigade 3w e I@oid 7ws WAGAT—
“What is communism 7 7’

“Communism is nothing but Sovict system Plus Electrifica-
tion.”

a7 ey fettr s o fagie @1 Electricity 7 &9
g frca oifd SATaT 2 a=h FN et © Azee? @ A, 731 Electricity
af Atea) AM4 ot W fArg Aty AR AW AIpT @R ARIHT TSI
575 wfEfawa 9Bl 7w FN —

ot 7Y ity filcn fafen crods o Sesiweam ot o dRIT Girstely
qiarg zeafes | oiferas aiffatg gas aieafas geang ore aEis ifes
FA BRATTCAT FleF AT LA G151 TS QMRS FaAT TCHT AT A
afire w3 (@ ofF @t @4 |1 few e Bedifes fage AfecE 9w
freica T8 BedAtweTa cwrd @ratt s Teacy ol (e f[Afwe 7ee 23 )

ot 717 BArF—aIZ I79%Ia ARRET W3 zows o fra—fRfew oW
fory (rfAtAtE—3ty OrET TACAT @A TSAA AACHT  BRAAAT  ALFT @R
fagrecs @tfstcacs @2 e |

BT etrcHa (am ATRCAR AT AT qcacy g wa g LAgfes AR
o ahewl zrace Sttt BeAtRCaT FICW A OIC6T Gy g9 QIS OiCT | IR
GFGT BHTS ST ©fF (Fred TE [@ge [y w39 dee Al T 99p
il eet w7% BeAtweaa cwea % FhiT g ovea ©fF &pa ISR T
farcats |

BIE, L 34T AfRFANA T4 A 29, w47 wrAlDHAIT FEAACAT gfegsta
SesttnreT 1 FAE AT aefer BedAtwcT Twia fagre @iz FA9 Q¥ ¥R
foe fFe @i ¢7 I I (FE FICTS PO 1 | ;

fdm Awarfad) Afreaniz Fele fea fificy sfmercg “village
Electrification Scheme” Ital 4F61 scheme g Ffsg 39w F71 ZCAfee |
e wiora ©f 7@ 71 1| AtIa 39T b seafgery af oot sy {@rs =W
7 @iTeT] FAAME TF A o AR W F0d qEgy sl o e A
facn TS @& (remid FT 5% 39 @ift M scheme ifem Fa1 T | AT
WAy Pirafse TAlGeics (24 203 W aleiteE  qreeds @ 2Tt
fagre AaITiE T A |



176 BUDGET OF THE STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD  [8TH APRIL

siada waatt sfaady citw @127 facg fara fematstm o Atdastfwcs 3 i
fagis @Itz ¥ zta | fF2 a4w AfFasam oz aicsm Fa AEERE)
cidrs “Arfeg A1 |

ia

946 Ffawety 2t7 97z S. D. O. Electricity dcmtgi—alm @seq
T — |
-iot |
T.A——
GitE

1
Afr et [AgIe MFIFCET I 479 T AeF wra w1207 A9y TAaTEd ‘
wy Subdivisional Electrical officer figs #al iy &9 ? €3 a6 1
sl 435 Faiq deatsag a1 @ 2 9fF Afawgaig war 1 fafsas w301 =z ~
ot AfFasaz 3 =4t 27 fFog g9—ag @42 g’ gl sfa ataata T§@

CqrEtad fqeae |

#*Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Electricity) : I am
thankful to the Hon’ble’ Members who have taken pains to advise us in this
matter. Sir, Shri Bhattacharyya has again raised the question of part-
‘time Chairman based on certain report which is completely out of date. He
should remember that this report was drawn up when Assam had the tiniest
electricity in the whole of India. It consisted merely of a few rural stations.
At that time not even Gauhati was contemplated to be taken over by the
Government. Since then have gone forward and we have nationalised
Gauhati, Jorhat and others. We have gone forward to undertake a very
important electricity scheme : the Umiam Project which will produce in the
very first stage double the clectricity which we have today and in course of
the Second and Third Five Year Plans it will go forward to generate more
than 1 lakh kilowatts of electricity which is nearly 10 times of what we have.
When we started the Second Plan, we also undcrtook_ the Naharkatiya _Elec-
tricity scheme from gas which will produce 50,000 Kilowatts. In the initial
stage our plan was for 25,000 Kilowatts but now I am glad to say that the
Planning Commission seems to be agreeable to double that cuapacity. It I_las
brought in its wake the necessity for greater _dcvclopment from Nahorkatl){a

as electricity starting from Ledo and extending to Dibrugarh and Sadiya in
the different directions. The Umiam system is going to cover on the one \
side Bongaigaon and Tezpur and on the other side Silchar and Badarpur.
This huge scheme of electricity was not possible for those who drew up that
miserable report in the early part before electricity was borne.

s

*Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA : [Patharka.ndi.(Reseved for scheduled
castes)] Whether Badarpur will cover the whole district of Cachar ?

-

+Shri KAMAKSHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : The whole idea is to take
electricity to Cachar. So my friend should not be afraid because it is Badar- \
ur and therefore Karimganj will not be covered_. What we have done is
that in the midst of the Second Plan we are revising the Plan and the Go-
yvernment of Indigi }}as agreed to th1§ revision. Now my friend has said that
Marxism is socialism plus electricity. 1 fully agree. As a matter of fact '
there can be no modern life without electricity. 1 was looking through the ,
S

figures of investiment by the different States ; it is very interesting, Sir.
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*Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) : Lenin used
the word electricity figurative!ly. There were many other things.

*Shri KAMAKSHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Electricity) : In
the Second Five Year Plan the provision was 169, of the Plan. In Madras
It was 339, of the whole Plan and for the othar States as follows :

Trivancore-Cochin 30.49,
Orissa 259
Mysore 24%,
Pepsu 249,
Delhi 23%
Cutch 23%
Punjab 21%
u. P. 219%
Rajasthan 19.5%
M. P. 19.39%,
Andhra 17: 394

In this way the list goes on and the lowest I find is about 4.10%. Sau-
rastra 5.99 ; Jammu & Kashmir 9.7%/ ? West Bengal 89 because West Ben-
gal was heavily elecirified from before. Even Tripura 5%, Nefa 3.8% and
Andaman and Nicobar is out of the picture.

We had the smallest provision in this respect inspite of the fact that
the power consumption in our State is very small at present, it is about
15, 650 K. W,

Andhra e 13,5000 K. W

Bihar 172,000

Bombay 294,000

M. P. 163,000 = t3d
Madras 287,000 '
Orissa 257,000

Punjab 546,000

. B, 300,000

West Baneal 154,000

and in this way we g0 on. Rvan Jammu & Kashmir has 16,000 Rajasthan
72,000 and we have got a pallry 15,000 K. W,

Now, if my Hon’ble friend Shri Namasudra becomes agitated fo.r the
reason that no eleetricity is being given by the Eleectricity Board, obviously
he is trying to blama Piter for the sins of Paul. Sir, [ fully agree thatit
was a mistake to have make such a small provision in the First and Se-
cond Iive Year Plans. Our per capital consumption at the end of the
Second Plan will be only 5 units whereas in the whole of India it is .about
15 units ; our will be 1/10th. Now, therfore, to expect that all the villages
in the rual areas will be electrified seems to be incorrect._ I do .not mean'
that rural electrification the type of electrification that will be in Roha ;

*Speech not Corrected
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rural elect.rification means grid electrification. In Mysore electricity has
bee.n provided even for agriculture. We shall have theses grids even for
agriculture.

I:Iow, Sir 1 again come to this part-time question I humbly
gubmit that this question of part-time Charimanship should be completely
forgotten at thistime. The type of eleciricity which we are going to
develop can never be developed by a part time Chairman. Now the
_question is whether we should have an administrative Chairman or a
Chairman of technical calibre. I do not know. My friend seems to think
after H. G. Well that there may come a time when administration will
pass on to the hands of engineers. I hold a different view. Even in the
United Kingdom, 1 may inform my Hon’ble Friend so far as administration
is concerned, even in industrial undertakings the percentages people
managing the industries are more administrative than technical. Therefore
it is a question of balance whether a technician is a better manager or
an administrator is abetter manager. Looking inlo the requirements of
the present time, a great deal of work which the Board is undertaking are
rather administrative than technical and for this reason, we thought that
an administrative manager would be more suitable for dealing matters with
the State Government or the Central Government and the various Commi-
ssions. We thought that for this type of work a technical person would
be a fish out of water. 1 may tell you, Sir, that we have succesded in
getting a 8,000 K. W. Sheme because we had an administrative Chairman
and I, therefore, Sir, believe that our decision in this matter is correct.

Mr. SPEAKER : How long will you take, Mr. Tripathi ?

+Shri KAMAKSHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Electricity) : I
am replying and shall not take much time.

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 have received a request from the hon. Member
Shri Devendra Nath Hazerika that since we cannot finish all Govt. Business
today we should sit late, say for one hour more. But I think the hon.
membeas are all exhausted today.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTCHARYYA  (Gauhati): That is
impossible, Sir.

Mr.SPEAKER : Yes, that is why 1 want to suggeat that we may
d the House tomorrow by one hour .--.....: ( Voices from both the

xten : ;

%reasury Benches as well as Opposion Benches — Tomorrow is a Private

Member's Day, Sir )......... Yes, I am thinking of that, but we can sit afler
( Voices ) — That may be done). All

4. That'is my suggesion «..--..-
1 shall be guoided by the sense of the House tomorrow so now 1

ight
e Jurn the House till 10 A. M. tomorrow Saturday the 9th April 1960.

andjo
Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned till 10. A. M. on Saturday, the
oth April, 1960.

R. N. BARUA,
Secretary,

Legislative Assambly Assam.
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