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Proceedings of the Sixth Session of the Second Assam Leg:sl??vg_AsA’i:’;‘:m
Gly assembled usder the provisions of the Government of India >
1935 as adapted.

The Assembly et in the Asserably Cnamber, Shillong, at 10 a.m. on

Saturday, the 26¢h March, 1949,
PrREsenT

The Ho.n’blc Mr, Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker in the Chair,the eight

Hon’ble Ministers and fifty four Members.
QUESTIONS ANID ANSWERS 3
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)
Natioualisation of Electricity undertaking ag Dhubrj

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA asked:

* 1_0. Do Govermnent Propose to nationalise the elcctricity undert_akinc} at
Dhubri ? . 5=

The Hom’ble Srijue RAMNA TEL DAS replied :

10.—No.

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA : May I know, Sir
Chairman of the Dhubri Munic ipality submitted a scheme to Govei‘ngggfh‘?l:ththe
request to advance the Municipa lity with a loan in order to take up the clectriciie
project at Dhubrj ? city

The Hom’bhie Srijut RAMNATEH DAS : No, Sir.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: May I'know whether electricity _in Dhubr; ;4
profitable or losing concern ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH IDAS: I cannot say that, Sir,

S

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA - May I know, USir,
valuation of the Properties of the olg company has been determined ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Not yet, Sir.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : May I know, gj,.

| valuation will be determined ? when the
The Hon’ble Srijug RAMINATH DAS : Government ig Not supposed to do
the valuation suomozo.
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Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: Is it not the duty of Government to
remove the difficulties undergone by the people of Dhubri for want of electricity?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: We have asked the Deputy Com-
missioner for a settlement between the prospective licensee and the ex-licensec.

Mauiavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: May I "'now whether
there will be any success in the matter ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS:
the Deputy Commissioner.
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Mr. Speaker,

remember to have received an application from. the
hich was addressed to the Local Self-Goy-

We are awaiting final reply f{rom

Sir, in this connection, I
Chairman of the Dhubri Municipality w
ernment Department and, I think, it has already

Department.

been transferred to Electricity

e —

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Sub-Registry Office at Naibari

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked:

20. Will Government be pleased to refer to the Budget speech delivered be
the Quqstioner on the 15th March during the Budget Session of the Assembly
1948 (vide Assembly Debates, 1948 at pages, 200 and 201) and state— 2

(a) Whether attention of the Government has been drawn to the various
grievances and difficulties that are being experienced by the
Sub-Registry Office at Nalbari as was narrated in that
speech ? ‘

(b) Whether any steps have been taken to remove the difficulties ?

(¢) If so, what are those steps ?

(d) If not, do Government propose to do so now ?

81. (a) Isitafact that : lating ovi
. : the Government are contemplating to provide the
said Sub-Registry Office with a building of its own 3

(6) If so, do Government propose to expedite the matter ?
The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :

80. (a)—VYes.

(6)—Yes.

(¢)—Government have decided to construct a separate building f

. ; t or the
SUb"%‘egIStraF in the next financial year. The building will provide agwaitgng
room for women and a verandah to give shelter tO others. An iron safe has
al_rcady been provided. Steps have also been taken to raise the permanent
advance money of the District Registrar, Kamrup from Rs.50 to Rs.60.

(d)—Does not arise,
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Srijut GAURI KANTA TAJ, UKDAR: Sir, may I know what is meant by
“permancnt advance money” as stated in the reply to (c) ?

The Hon'ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: I may cnlighten the hon.
Member about this later on, if he so desires.

491

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Does not this mean
If'so, do not Government consider this a sum of Rs.
for two Registration Offices—one

The Hon

contingency ?

60 to be quite insufficient
at Gauhati and the other at Nalbari ?

’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : I will look into it, Sir.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA -

ing will provide a waiting room for wo
others”. May I knpow why such sp
Nalbarj ?

In reply to 80 (¢) it is stated, “The build-
men and a verandah to give shelter to
ccial arrangement has been provided at

The Hon’ble Srijut RUP

NATH BRAHMA :
.special arrangement at Nalbari

I do not think that it is a

Srijut DANDESWA

R HAZARIKA : Will the
from me that there is no s

Hon’ble Minister take it
uch building and verandah in

other places ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : As it has been felt necessary
so it will be provided at Nalbari.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR :

Isit not a fact that Nalbari is one
of the most paying

Registration O ffices in the Province ?

(No reply)
The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :

31. ()& (b)—In view o

] [ the reply to Question 80 (¢) these questions do not
arise.

Road Communications in Karimganj Subdivision

Maulana MD. MUFAZZAL HUSSAIN asked :

82. (a) Are Government aware that there js n

for the vast locality spreading over the eastern B
) Are Government aware that the

Adharkuna Road will serve only a small portion under Badar

; L bur Police Station
and the major portion along with the castern side of Shonebeel will" remain
without any road connection ?

(¢) Isit a fact that Government have taken up a plan for the upliftment
of Communication in backward areas ?

(d) Ifso, do Government propose to t

; " ake up immediately road pro-
Ject linking the Cachar Trunk Road somewhere at Badarpur wity the Mana-
cherra-Anipur Roag near Kalinagar and give it the first priority ?

83, (2)—Are isno ro
Suprakandi Rajly Tarea fr
passengers come

0 road connection whatsoever
ank of Shonebeel ?

Proposed Bhanga- Marjakandi-

Government aware that there
ay Station and Kaliganj Baza
every day to the station ?

() Do Government propose to take u

to give faeilities of communication to the pu

ad connection between
om where hundreds of

P a road project there immediately

blic concerned ?
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The Hon’ble Rev. J. j. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

82. (a) & (b)—Yes. Shonebeel-Deodharbazar-Saraspur-Hailakandi Road
which will serve the ecastern area of the Shonebeel has been included in the
P. W. R. programme and will be taken up in due course according
to ‘priority and availability of funds which are limited now in view of
anti-inflationary measure sponsored by the Government of India.

(¢)—Yes, in backward Tribal areas.

(d)—Matter will be examined by the Government.

83. (a)—VYes. :
(b)—Please refer to replies given to Question No.82(d) above.

Drinking weils or tube-wells in Darrang District
Moyr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN asked: ] = =
84. (a) Will Government be p]eascd to statc’_ the number o pnkurg wells
or tube-vx(’egls constructed during the years 1946-47 a nd 1947-48 both in thcr urban
and rural areas in the District of Darrang by the Tezpur Local Board and Tezpur
Municipality ?
(b) Are Government aware that
areas are not sufficient to meet the needs of the
(¢) Is it a fact that for want of funds these
with sufficient drinking wells ?
(d) If so, do Government proposc to
Boards in the Darrang District ?

sble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

the number of drinking wells in thege
people ?
Local Bodies cannot provide

grant some special funds to thege

The Homn
64. (a)— Urban area Rural area
1946-47 194.7-48 ]‘_)’16-447 1947-48
Nil 4 wells 8 ring wells 2 tube-wel]s,
- (b)—Yes.

(c)—Want of funds is not the only reason for failure to provide sufficient
number of ring wells to serve the need of all the people. ~ During 1947-48 apq
1948-49 sufficient funds had been placed at the disposal of the Tezpur Local Boarq
as well as other Local Boards for ring wells and tanks but the funds. could not he
utilised mainly because of bottleneck in supply of cement and iron materig|g
which is an all India problem !

(d:—The Local Board can hope to get sufficient fund for the Purpose
S0 IOHg the Post-War Scheme is under -operation-

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN : With regard to (d), may I inform-
the Hon’ble Minister of Local Self-Government that the Ward No. 1, comprisﬂ?é
of Lalamati a.nd Kumargaon, is very much ueglcctcd and can I expect that he will
take steps to improve them ? .

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR :  Sir, this is a
new Question. I am not aware whether a particular area of this Municipality is
neglected or not. I want notice of this Question.

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: will the Hon’ble Minister take it
from me that Ward No. 1 is very much neglected area ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Tt may be so,
Sir. Government have not got information for this area. .
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Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN : In view of the fact that this area is
neglected, may

I request the Hon’ble Minister to provide funds for improvement
of that area ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: It will be
enquired into and if necessary steps will be taken to improve it early.

Prof. P. M. SARWAN : With regard to the reply to ()

» may. I know from
the Hon’ble Minister whether Post-

War Scheme is st1ll under operation ?

The Hon’ble Mautavi ABDUL MATLIBE MAZUMDAR : Certainly, Sir.

If the hon. Member followed the proceedings of this hon. House he must have
3 been informed that it is going on.

Prof. P. M. SARWAN : If the Post-

War Scheme is still under operation,
E why do not Government provide the

Local Bodies with sufficient fund for

. improving the neglected areas?
. The Hor’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: That is a question of
opinion.

Dhubri Subdivisional Cloths and Yarn Dealers Co-operative Socidty

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM asked :

85. ra) Will Government be pleased to state whether they h
their assurance given during the last Session of the Assembly for

to the share holders of the Dhulbrj Subdivisional Cloths and
Operative Society ? '

ave materialised
refund of money
Yarn Dealers Co-

(b) 1f not, why not ?

‘ () Are Government aware that this has handicapped the progress in
formation of 'I'rading Co-operative Societies in Dhubri Subdivision ?

Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA

(Parliamentary
replied :

Secretary)

85. (a)—No refund of the share money can be made

C Y. before completion of the
audit of the Society’s accounts and ascertaining the

assets and liabilities of the
Suciety. ) :

L (b) —-The Society’s accounts are still under audit,

% (¢)—No.

T‘ 4 Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : May I know whep the audit
is expected to be completed ?

Srijus BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary): I
think it will be completed in about a fortnight.

Selection of candidates as trainees at Co-operative College
Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA asked :

86. Will Government be pleased to state—
() The number of applicants from each Subdivision of the
for being selected as trainees at Co-operative College ?
8 (i7) The names, addresses, ncademxc\ qualifications ang Co-
experience of persons selected from each Subdivision
appointed as Sub-Inspector, Inspector and Assistant S
tor of Co-operative Societies ? :

Province

operative
for being
ub-Inspec-
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Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary)
replied : '
86. (/)—A statement of the number of applicants district-wise showing
Subdivisions where known is placed on the Library table.

(7i))—A statement is placed on the Library table. All except Nos. 94-165 of
the list were offered stipends at the Co-operative College with a view to subse-
quent appointment in the Co operative Department.

Early disposal of Police Cases
Maulavi ABDUL HALIM asked :

87. Do Government propose to take necessary steps for quick disposal of
Police cases causing carly investigation and submission of charge shect or Fina]
Report ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

87.—1In general, investigation is always carried out with the best cxpedition
ghc resources of the Force [_)ermit. Deputy Commissioners have recently been
instructed to take prompt action for disposal of the cases.

Increase of thefts, burglaries and dacoities in Lakhimpur District
Maulavi ABDUL HALIM asked :

88. Are Government aware that thefts, burglaries and dacoities in Lakhim-
pur District are on the increase since early part of 1948 and whether adequate
precautions have been taken to protect the lives and property of the people ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

88.—There was a small increase in crime in Lakhimpur during the rainy

season last year, but the overall ficures for the whole (1948,
decrease as compared with 1947. g year (1948) shew a

Special Training to Police for detecting crimes

Maulavi ABDUL HALIM asked :

89. ]?o Government propose to arrange special training to Police for better
efficiency in the art of detection of crimes, rigid honesty and sincerity ? :

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

' 89.—The Police.'[‘raining Coliege will commence from Ist April, 1949 and
\n_r‘ﬂI e_lfford an Orgamz(_:d course of training for prospective investigating officers.
The inculcation of high standards of honesty and sincerity is carried on, not

Er'ﬂy dtiring the training period, hut throughout every officer’s career, whatever
is rank.

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: Is there any mcthod for teaching
honesty and sincerity ?

The }_Ion’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Itis .inculcatiou of honesty
and sincerity. I see he i3 finding fault with the word ‘‘rigid” in the question.
The Government has nothing to reply regarding word used by the hon. Member
in his Question,
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Opening of a Dispensary at Sohbar, Mawthang and Byrong Sirdarships

Mr. LARSINGH KHYRIEM asked :

90. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) Whether they have received a representation [rom the people of
Sohbar, Mawthang and Byrong Sirdarships in the Khasi Hills to
open an outdoor patients clispm_lsary in that area ? =

() TIf so, what steps have been take'n in this connection to materialise
the opening of a dispensary ?

The Hom’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :

90. (a)—Yes. : J :
(#) — The proposal is still under consideration of Government,

Demands for Grants
GRANT No. 3.
" (“8—Provincial Excise’’)

The Hon’ble Maulana MD TAYYEBULLA. Gn the recommendation of
His Exellency the Governor of Assam, T beg, Sir, to move that

4 a4 sum not exceed-
ing Rs.10,69,200 be granted to defray the charges which

will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1950 for the ad-
ministration of the head ““8.— Provincial Excise .

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER. Motion moved -

““That a sum not exceeding., Rs.10,69,200 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st

March, 1950 for the administration of the head ‘8.-—Provincial Excjse’ s
There is one Cut Motion in the n

ame of Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury
who is absent, So I put the question.

The question is:

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 10,69,200 be
which will come in the course of payment du
March, 1950 for the administration of the he

The question was adopted.

granted ¢t
ring the year
ad ‘8-—Provinc

0 defray the charges

ending. on the 3]st
12l Excige’ »?

GRANT No. 17
(“37—Education”)

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOYI; O the recommendation
of His Exce]lcncy the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs.1,18,14,800 be granted to defray the charges which will  come
in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 195
for t:l%‘fl:1 administration of the head ‘37.——Educ;tion’. v 0

¢ Cut Motions will be replied to by the arliamentary Secret;
tion, Srijut Mahendra Mohon (ghoudhury- g =2y, Bduces

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: WMotion moved :

c:T}!at a sum not exceeding Rs 1,18,14,800, be granted to defray the charoes
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending” on the 3lst
March, 1950 for the administration of the head “37—FEd ;

Ucation”,
There are many Cut Motions. We have got one hour’s time. No. 12 is a
general one.
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Maulavi MD. ABUL, KASHEM. Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the
total provision of Rs.1,18,14,800 under grant No.17, Major head—37—LEducation,
at page 114 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l,i.e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.1,18,14,800 do stand reduced by Re: L

My object in moving this Cut Motion is to raise a discussion on the gencral
administration of this Department. As there is not enough time at my disposal, I
would request the Parliamentary Secretary to reply to those points which are found
in the different Cut Motions. First I sought for redress of our grievances that Go-
vernment should pay attention towards the restoration of grant to the Dhubri
Lady Kerr Girls’ High School for maintenance of a Maulavi. In reply to a Ques-
tion it was pointed out that Government provided one teacher for teaching Urdu
to this institution. Girls have already started learning Urdu for the last two years
and it is most reasonable that Government should again renew the same.

Th second question I wanted to bring to the notice of the Parlimentary
Secretary and also to the hon. Members of this House is that classes III and IV
in secondary school are unnecessary. These two classes should be curtailed.
They have only a different names  Hon. Members who have got connection
with primary education know that in class III, a boy passing from primary
school has to do nothing. He is only to learn English. Class IV standard is not
so high. So it is in the fitness of things that at this stage while Government are
taking their reformative programme in hand, they should take these things into
consideration.

Regarding Cut Motion No. 3, I would say that though Gevernment is
sympathetic, they never do justice to the aided school t_cachers. Now, I want to
point out that their good intention will be frustrated if no such arrangement is
made for the establishment of School Boards on a provincial basis. The Govern-
ment might lay down some conditions on which grant may be distributed to
different’ insititutions. It is not unknown to the hon. Members of this
House that many of the private schools cannot afford to pay the amount but
they show intheir books that they have paid the amount. Thus they give
false accounts. The school teachers’ grievances will not be redressed,
So instcad of giving aid to the institutions, the whole amount of the grant
may be placed in the hands of the School Board constituted by the Government
and this Board will be responsible for the management of all the institutions
under it.  'hey would also make all necessary contributoin to funds, such: as pro-
vident fund etc. If this is done, Sir, the institutions will not be deprived of the
aid that Government seek to extend to them. By my fourth Motion, Sir,
I would also like to request Government to introduce vocational subjects in
non-Government Secondary Schools in the province. My intention in saying
of non-Government Schools only is to lay stress on rural education, because town
people may not be eager for these things but village people are very eager to
have vocational education. - If a:rangements are made to introduce vocational
subjects in the rural High Schools, T think it will improve the lot of the people.

My fifth one was to ventilate a local grievance. It is known to you, Sir,
that a school is recognised by the Department only when the Department is
satisfied that there is a genuine need. But, Sir, in the case of the Sukchar High
School in Goalpara district, although this High School has opened classes
VII and VIII last year and they will be opening Class IX this year, with the .
sanction of the Education Department, yet they have not got any grant-in-aid
up till now. The area in which this School is situated was affected by flood for
the last two years and last year also the people had to depend on charity or
gratuitous reiief and agricult_ural- loan. Since‘tht‘: Gover‘nment am.:l thg Edu.
cation Depariment have recognised the genuine need for this High Schooy,
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it is expected they will not allow it to dwindle into non-existence for want of
s:r;mt-in-ﬂid’ but should come to the rescue of this institution at this stage

when the people are really in want. I hope this will receive Sympathetic
consideration at the hands of the Government.

Then, Sir, by my Cut Motion No. 8, I wanted to raise a discussion regarding
the discontinuance of the grant to Secondary Schools. I wanted that this
money should be spent, but not in the way itis being spent now. By that,
Sir, I mean that this fund to the Local Boards and the Municipalities s_hould
be djscontinued, but the School Board should be entrusted with the spending of
the money. Solong the Local Boards were meant for Primary Education only,
but now Seconglary Education has also been extended to them. So, Sir, my
point is that this money should be discontinued to the Local Boards, but should
be spent through the proposed Secondary School Board.

Another thing that T want to draw the attention of the hon. Members of
this House, Sir, is with regard to the election which was held in the Dhubri
Local Board. While the Board was functioning two members were slected  to
this Local Board of Dhubri, but after its supersession these two members have
been informed that they are no longer members of the Board. Sir, with the
supersession Government also disqualified them to be members of this Board.
The present Board as it is did not contain members from all interests in the
diswrict.  Although T do not insist that in all cases communal quota should be
maintained, but while there is a grave injustice to certain section
of the populatlon I must bring it to the notice of the hon. Members of
this House that of all the nominated members of the Board there is not a single
Muslim. You know, Sir, that according to the last census Muslim population in
Dhubri was 474, we naturally expect that at least half or at least 2 members

should be from the Muslim communtity. I think Government will consider
these things sympathetically.

‘Then, Sir, by my Clut Motion No.II I wanted to ventilate a small grievance
which I think Government could very easily do away with.

This is with regard to the scholarships awarded to the college students.

You kriow, ‘Sir, that gcholarships are granted to offer tacilities to the boys and
girls to continue their studies in the colleges.

But :

who was awarded sqlmlarships by Government gets Rupees 10 s < S e
ship in the college, 1.¢. he gets Rs. 10.+8 or Rs. 18; whereas the student who was
awarded a competitive scholarship will get Rupees 15 ; but he shal] have to e
Rupces 8 out of that money towards college fees, that is he will et s
Rupees 7 benefit for his other needs. If students who vet COmPEtiﬂvegscholar-
ships are not exempted from payment of college fees they wolld FAaEeTe
‘discouraged from competing in examinations for these schol

prped e arships. As the object
Pl iencourage the pupils, it is all th@i more reasonable that Government should
allow them free tuition in colleges, so that both categories of :

T scholarship-l
should be on similar basis. i ship-holders

With these words, Sir, I commend my Mot
House. 85 1311 y Motion to the acceptance of the

Th‘e Honble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :
.“”Ihat the total provision of Rs. 1,18,14,800 under
Major head—-37.—Education, at page 114 of the

Re. 1, z.e. the amount of the whole grant of
reduced by Re. 1.»

Grant No. 17,
Budget, be reduced by
Rs.1,18,14,800 do stand
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Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, in support of the
Motion moved by my hon. Friend, Mr. Kashem, I want to speak a few
words. I have got Cut Motion standing in my name, by which T wanted to
request the Government for sanctioning grant-in-aid to Rakhaldubi High
School in Lakhipur thana of the Goalpara Subdivision.

The necessity of having a High School in this locality is known to the
Department and as such in the year 1947 permission was given [or starting
Classes VII and VIII. But unfortunately as the building was not completed at
the time, those two classes could not be started. In the year 1948, the building
having been completed, permission of the Government was sought for to start
classes VII and VIII. But till now no permission has bheen g}‘antecl_ to the sc]1r>ol,
The place is an important one having many feeder s.(:hools mcluc;mgG a Middle
English Madrasa and a Middle Vernacular School. ‘So | rcI(%LIIC'St :bﬁ; S&:’er.rlnp_ent
to give their permission to start Class VII a._ncl Class V in ool from
this year and to sanction necessary grant-in.aid.

Sir, for commencing Compulsory Primary Educa‘txon 1;1 th?1 t?oalp}arz}
Subdivision two areas have been selected : one in the North Bank an 1e other
in the South Bank. But in neither of these arcas any Muslim -SChOOlI h?s been
taken nor any Muslim village has been included within those angass Ftller-dfn‘e
request the Government that in selecting areas for compulsory Pmrn“_l}" R U.;Irlfmn
in future a Muslim majority area especially in the Lakhipur thaaa shouid
be selected.

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat.

Maulavi AFAZUDDIN AHMED : gty TeiAf siedial, s -
wites i Compulsory Primary Education 7% iy
wdts fomta Rmen w7 Aa @ e sizs agatw Compulsory Pri.
mary Education #=é7 =fws sfaiw 312 4ica? #fFs ST 8w
dICACT  afsaears backward 512 RaAiFs (FAlRFT T TICE @fatag
FICHT A7 ol3TCAEF wALAty oA (g welfe {GEia immigrant area fRarFs
afs el Compulsory Primary Education #47€7 %31 fifgate
Immigrant @A  wifery  eEfaw AlEE SEEe | ST W,
fiffss fafics  @fs @i afts, Iz EEFEes o @€ fAGfics
AW AR fr s sfienes fres s @@ G A SIY FRed
TR OATEE B wraty g |

Maulana MD. MUFAZZAL HUSSAIN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I'support the
Motion moved by my hon. Friend, Maulavi Abul Kashem. I shall speak a few
words about my two Motions. First I want to speak adbout sanctloning grant-

in-aid to (¢, Durlabcharra High School, (%) Ramkrishna Nagar Public High

School ‘and (i) Anipur High School in Ratabari thana in Karimganj
Subdivision

Sir, the other day in my Bud et spee explained how backward the area
under Ratabari Police Statign is a% regl;.rd(s:hec{ucalzion. There was no High School
before. Recently three High Schools have been established there at different

laces in safe distance of 5.6 mjles between ¢ach other, namely, Dullabcharra
Public High School, Narayan Nath High English School at Anipur and Rambkri-
shna Nagar Public High School at Kalinagar, Sir, the area is admittedly a
packward one and as such ¢4 encourage spread of education there the Government
should come forward with adequate grants for those schools immediately.

—
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In the other Cut Motion standing in my name I wanted to raise a discussion
on retention of Maktabs with previous facilities of education. Sir, my intention
to move this Motion was that provision of Maktabs was made only because that
along with ‘primary education, the Muslim boys must read the compulsqry
primary religious education. There was a provision of literatures written by Muslim
authors containing life of some ideal Muslim great persons. But this year though
there was no circular issued to the effect that there should not be any such
books, those are not found in the book list ; and conscquently those books are
not found in the stock of local book-sellers, and the teachers and guardians of
Maktab pupils are in an uncertain position and do not know what to do.

Sir, when the provision of Maktabs in our province was made, the considera=
tion was that in the absence of such a system, Muslim boys would spend at least
three years before they got themselves admitted into the Lowe1: Primary
Schools.  This Maktab system is the only system which may save such time.

I therefore ur

: 8¢ upon the Government so that they may kindly retain the
Maktabs with previous facilities,

With these words, Sir, T support the Cut Motion.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker,
congratulate the Hon’ble Minister of Education and his Colleagues for the genera]
all-round improvement in all branches of the Education Department. But cither
through a misconception or through a misuderstanding of the true state of facts,
one particular branch, it appears to me, has been neglected—this branch of
education goes by the name of High Madrasa system. In order to give a {rye
picture of this system of education 1 will have to dive into ancient history.  Whep
the British first got sovereignty of India and the Governor Generalship of India
was established at Calcutta, during the time of Warren Hastings, two institutions
were started—one the Calcutta Sanskrit College and its counterpart, the Calcutta
Alia Madrassa. “ Alia *’ means “high” for spread of education amongst the
“natives”. A special curriculum was selected for them and so far as this Madrasa
was concerned, it goes by the name of “Darse Nizamia”. In the education world
of Islamic culture every subject was taught through the medium of Arabic ang
even subjects like greography and geometry were taught through Arabic
Consequently those books were about two centuries old and unsujteq to the
present day conditions. But even now the same Darse Nizamia remajng m that
type of institution., It was found by the Muslim community that the alumni  of
this institution were unsuitable for any employment under the Government except
as classical teacher in high schools. So those who passed from this instituti(?n
became dependant upon the community itself who employed them ag mams op
leaders of prayers in their mosques.  Yet people were anxious to gct that king of
education at least from Assam and that, I know from my personal knowledge 2
I was a boarder of the Elliot Madrasa Hostel while I was a student of ,tlas
Calcutta Presidency College, that a third of the students of the Calcutta Mady =
Alia came from the Districts of Cachar and Sylhet alone. 4

ST

In order o give facilities to those students who wanted that systerﬁ f
education but could not bear the expenses of going to Galcutta, people Starte?:l
similar private Madrasas in Assam and the Arabic equivalent of the word ‘private’
is ‘Kharija’. So even now people in Assam have these Kharija Madrasas which
are nothing but private Madrasas where all teachings are don

N ) . e through the
medium of Arabic, The Muslim community of Assam ever since the year 1924
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began to agitate for converting this special education into the system of

general secondary education. Various conferences (at least I remember 4) were
held between 1924 and 1937 wherein a system was evolved by the Muslim
community which is known as the New Scheme of Madrasa Educafion. These
conferences suggested that as far as possible this Kharija Madrasa system should
be discouraged and in its place an admixture of Vernacular and English should be
introduced in the new system curricula. On the recommendation of these
conferences the previous Government introduced the High Madrasa system and
the High Madrasas were recognised as High Schools to all intents and purposes
and those who passed the High Madrasa Examination were treated as having
passed the Matriculation Examination and were admitted by the Calcutta
University and the Dacca University to their Colleges. 1Evt}:ln nolw_ the Gauhatj
University is enquiring of the Education Department whether these institutions

: t under the University with some little modification. I find
?‘?gz?}i nlcéit‘;f L S om the Registrar of the Gauhat;

dated 22nd February 1949 fr : : . :
University to th: Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muslim Education
saying as follows:

ccWith reference to your letter No. 31, dated 27th January 1949, T am
directed to enquire whether you are in a position to r{lakc the following
modifications in your syllabus for the High Madrasa Fxamination.

three papers in English-—total mark

th effect from 1951. Your syllabus
(At present the High Madrasa has

The Gauhati University has introduced
300—for the Matriculation Examination wi

for English should be expanded accordingly. 1t the : _
g;t anrlljglissh papers like all other gcncr;ljl Secondary High Shcools).  For History

hv the total mark should be 150. (At present the mark is only 100),
e r—mark 100. The syllabus for Mathematics combines 225

ics—one pape
iga;)}:rzg:;?csArithmgtig, Algebra and Geometry. The syllabus for Vernacular
should remain as it is—mark 1507, |

So it is evident from this letter that the Gauhati University is proposing to
High Madrasa institutions as equivalent to Normal High English
Schools provided they add one more paper for English. That this system of
education and these institutions are recognised by even the general Figh School
Education system will be evident from a Resolution which was passed under the
Presidentship of our venerakle Friend, Srijut Nilmoni Phukan, as recently as 24th
February 1949. It was a conference of the all-Assam Aided High School
Association. Resolution No.16 says: ‘Resolved that this Conference urges
upon the Government to treat the High Madrassas and their employees in the
same status as that of other Aided High Schools in respect of grants-in-aid,
increase of salary and dearness allowance and other facilities that may be granted
to the teachers of the Aided High Schools of the Province in the future”.

accept these

This shows that these High Madrasas are equivalent to other High English
Schools. Now that Government is proposing to Spel 8 lakhs and odd for
bettering the conditions of the employees of the Govenment Aldec-l High Schools,
it is high time that the claims of these High Madrasas be recognised. They are
not many. Throughout Assam there are only 7 such institutions—6 in the Assam
Valley and only 1 in the other Valley. Of the 6 in the Assam Valley all are
recognised by Government and all of them except one€ get Government aid.
But for some reason or other the institution in the constituency of the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary has not yet received any gr ant-in-aid. The Hallapakri
Madrasa near Barpeta has not yet received any grant-in-aid though it has been
recognised. 1 draw the attention of my hon. Friend, the Parliamentary
Secretary to this. This discrimination is causing greatresentment. ‘The
teachers of these High Madrasas which are according to rules bound to
entertain the services of 4 graduate teachers are not peceiving ‘the same AmGHDt
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of dearness allowance as the teachers of _ the o:'dm:u '.y ai:)lg(t’ih IIlegrhteizllllzgli;rhere-
those High Schools the dearness grant is Rs.10 [ ?cd 5 d[:zarncss allowan
as in the High Madrasas the teachers have been Cf,;i}nmmc:u and Rs.2 are to be
of Rs. 5 only, of which Rs.3 will b; glven.hy _the_ ve Somcidr thé ndt
contributed by the management of t]losc_ msmu‘m])lhsf.d rantage and my Friend
are very poor. Therelore they cannot give the full adve ro:ngthat SoIhe )(;f tHese
Maulavi  Abul Kashem has already .mcntlmy].Cd t(t) }'1 ing they have ~hoe
institutions have to resort to certain d(:\.uce.- \'\Lll:“_)ul féy < A e
in the account hooks that they are conrtibuting their share.

In

Below these High Madrasas we have the Mlddk-:qM‘;ilsasgiluigﬂm?cg?r\lv a:'}tl;;
the Maktabs. If Government does not favour any 1L11g1 the ~K b institputions
at Government expenses then I think they cannot he [l)l Hioh ‘]Madrasas s
which are nothing but religious institutions, whereas these §

nothing but secondary schools with only the addition of 2 or 3 subjects in Arabic
to contlnue the Islamic culture.

A curious thing has bappend, that is originally Government granted at the
ratc of Rs.10 as dearness

allowance to these institutions.  After the money was
drawn and distributed to the teachers, a circular was issued by the Government
that it was granted through mistake, and that the money should be refunded,
‘The authorities of these institutions replied that the money was drawn and
distributed and it would be very hard on the poorly-paid teachers to refund the
money and asked that this refund should be waived. In auswer=to Sthis2ethe
cntire grant to the Madrasa has been suspCHd)Cd gnd tllCSCF] Illstltllllons‘a{'e
suffering areat hardship. 1 request the Hon’ble | remier who hu.sis the portfolio
of Education to have a considerate eye on the condition of these people and only
7 institutions are concerned. I hope he will extend his sympathetic hand to tl_lese_
institutions in the Same way as he is going to show to the teachers of the aided
High Schools.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAZ

N (-.‘-HAUDHURY: Sir, I h
my name. T will speak

at the most for five minutes.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :

ave got a Cut Motion in

I can allow you only three minutes,

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Mr.
at my disposal is very short and since T am not well,
few words in order to draw the attention of the hon,
Education to a numper of grievances.

1. As Government have admitted, the cost of living standard of the people has
enormously cigep, | It has specially aflected tl_lp teachers of the Primary Schools,
Government haye sanctioned a flat scale of Rs.10, a dearness allowance " of Rs.10
and another flat yate sum of Rs.5 to those who live in g

wns, Unfortunate}y,
the Primary school teachers at Jorhat have not got the «

fanctioned increase of
Rs.10 or Rs.5 ¢q those teachers living In towns, T hope the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary will ¢akea that into his immediate consideration,

Speaker, Sir,
I would lik
Parliamen

as the time
€ to speak a
tary Secretary,

2. Irefer him to the Deopany Maktab in the Sibsagar
got a T€presentation f

Subdivision, T have
rom the people of Deopani saying that there is a Maktab
and it has been thepe for the last 30 years and for the last five years it has been
enjoying a grang from the Government. Recently for some reason or other the
grant has begin transferred to a newly started _Maktab at a distance of 1 mile
orly. In this Connection, a friend of mine is mvolved regarding the transfer of
the amount from the o]q Maktab to the new Maktah.
I have received I wo

: 1€ representation which
uld like to read out for the Information of the House with the
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consent of the Hon’ble Minister who is involved, but the time at my disposal is
very short. So I will hand it over to the hon. Parliamentary

Secretary-

3. I would like to refer to the question of Government’s refusal to hear
certain grievances which have been made by the people of Maubandha in Jorhat
Subdivision.  The grievances have been brought to the notice of the Deputy
Inspector of Schools, Jorhat and the Inspector of Schools for Muslim Education,
but nothing has been done. I hope the hon. Parliamentary Secretary will take

this matter into his consideration.

With these few words, I support the Cut Motion of my Friend, Mr. Kashem,
for the acceptance of the house.

* grijut PURNANANDA CHETJA (Parliamentary Secretary): Sir,
may 1 speak a few words on a personal explanation ?  He has referred that I am

involved in the Deopani Maktab.

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary): I will reply to that.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am very much grateful that the hon. Members have
been kind enough to lend their whole hearted support for this demand, specially t
am grateful to the hon. Leader of the Opposition on what he has said in his
§peech regarding the Education Department and its programme. The House
1s going to vote for the largest demand today for Education. Therecfore, I
think this House has a right to know the background under which all th,cse
educat'{on schemes and proposals have been prepared and formulated. There-
fore, Sir, T may be permitted to give very briefly what is in the mind of the
Qovcrnment regarding the reconstruction of Education as a whole. The educa-
tional system of any community is the provision it makes to initiate the rising
generation into the mode of life and to enable that generation to make a Crcalivéé
attitude towards the socicty. In a simple society of the primitive type the
young persons are initiated into its mode of life by a process of informal educa-
tifg)n, Necess_lty of f'orme-tl education through schools is not felt as the demand
of such a society on the individual members are static and few. The more com-
plex a soclety is the greater are the demands on the individuals and. longer is
the period of preparation. The days are long gone when the mastery of “Three R’s’
by }e]t ]')rn{]leged few could be considered as adequate preparation for g
:ivf?r::tagdlilfe in the co.mmun'%ty. Our society is_ gfttiting more and more complex
membersnl%oiﬁ ever increasing share of responsibility on the part of the individual
p son et n tzlconoml_c and political life. Qur traditional education which
S ft(i) ish a?l negative and that again cqnﬁnec} to a few cannot meet this
e e ‘f'e?tn' NE 1§ need for a cgmpletg re-orientation of_ our educational system
pan s g lelt.  Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation, gave a constructive

'd in this direction. ILearning through activity and experience is an accepted
principle of progressive education all “over the world. Mahatmaji’s support has
given an added significance to it in India.

:Tl1e demand for a quantitative and qualitative expansion of education in the
Province has been recognised by the Government. With a view to prepare
every young person in the province for the duties of citizenship the Government
has adopted as its long term policy imparting of free and compulsory education

* Speech not corrected,




1949, ] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 303

for a minimum period of eight years from the

during this period is to be complete in itself, and is intended to enable the

student to pull his weight i].l_SOC'iCl)-' econoimically and to discharge his minimum
political and social responsibility in an efficient manner.

age of six.  The education given

While accepting compulsion for
Government has accepted in the fie
for five years.

eight years as its long term policy the
st instance as a practical measure compulsion

Education, however, does not end at the age of fourteen. Tt is _the policy
of the Government to offer as much facilities as it can for educangn beyond
fourteen to those who can profit by it. Education beyond fourteen is to be of

diverse types to meet the needs of the society and to suit the abilities and apti-
tudes of those who pursue it.

Education is a life long process extending from the cradle to the pyre.
Besides making provision for formal schooling of children and adolescents the
Government has undertaken to take necessary measures for the formal and
informal education of the adult population of the Province. Adult education
or social education should not be identified with mass literacy. Movement for
mass literacy is a temporary measure for making up the past deficiency. But
adult education centres round the life of the society itself and will continue till
the society lasts. The Government has adopted ‘a progressive policy of social
education with a view to supplement the education of the children and
adolescent.

If the purpose of education is determined by purpose of societ
without saying that the content o

f' curriculum, the method employed and the
amount of education given to young persons are determined by purpose of
education. Education cannot be planned without reference to the objectives
and values of the

y it goes

community in  which it is given. To ignore the
functional relationship between society and its schools leads to a false isolation
of the problem of curriculum. If' society wants just technical efficiency its
educational provision will be making technical schools ; if it wants cannon
fodder its schools will become pre-military establishments ; 1 it wants division
in society it will provide a disintegrated educational system ; if it wants unity
and co-operative living it will provide for 11 and co-operation
in pre-adult life. Qur present society 3 it wants; so our
educational provision reflects rhis. social chaos. The cancer of our present educa-
tional system is its failure to realise the Vvital connection between the purpose
of society and what the society teaches m 1ts schools, Curriculum has been
isolated from its social setting.  The curriculum of the Primary Schools, Acade-
mic High Schools, Technical Schools, etc., are dealt with apart from the
question of the content of education as awhole, . The right course would be to
determine the content of education in its totality and then to divide it into
sections appropriate to the stages of development of children ard young persons
in various types of schools. What secondary schegls are to teach depends
upon what foundations Infant and Primary Schools lay and upon what follows
secondary school stage.

The Government have this urgent problem of curriculum reforms constantly
in mind. It is Proposed to call an Education Confere

nee to discuss the varioys
aspects of the problem and to recommend to the Government a line of action jn
the light of the Practices of progressive Countries i
Central Advisory Board of Education. So far
of education are concerned, the Government have already adopted Basic Educa-
tion as their policy. The main lines on which curriculum reforms for these
stages should proceed are therefore fairly determined. What remains to be done
is to fill in the details to suit local conditions, Absence of trained teachers in
sufficient number is likely to postpone by a considerable period the date when
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Sléigxg;:lc a};gzt g;;}lp fon}l }6 to 14 years wiil have received education in Basic
5 orms of the curriculum in non-Basic Primar |
Sl cforms asic Primary and M
B(;sicz;o};;r?i::mt-wjlt t{ll then. Our‘plan, therefore, 1s to inform a!l our 11(115)1110
San czl"ly an I_thldlc scl!ools with the basic spirit. We have already int'l—
= i gu]l;l_op e cilxr:{culum of thf: training centres for primary school thchlo({;
subjects as basic cralts, music, dance, etc. It has now been 1)1111111‘(:d tlo

send one ’ :
Instructor from each centre to receive a short course of training in
tch of instructors will I L

Basic Training Centres. As soon as the first ba
tinz of the second instructor from

completion of training the second batch consis
will be deputed for similar training. ‘The
a.

each of the 15 subdivisional centres

gra_dgal and partial iatroduction of the basic curriculum in  the non-basi

training centres is intended to make the non-Basic Primary Schools to cm-[)‘d?w

to the basic ideals as far as practicable, so that when the availability of pﬁ? it
conversion of these scll)lf‘:)lgl)r{;

trained teachers in sufficient number will jus'ify the
into Junior Rasic: - The change.over will not mean any sharp break with t|
1 the

st WA similat proccss will be applied for the gradual conversion of the Midd]
©

Schools into Senior Basic.
The largest amount of reforms is needed in the content of Secondary Educa
¢ various types of secondary SChr)n‘];

In the first place the curriculum for th

ted with that of the primary an
e other. Secondly, the ¢

d middle schools on the one hand
. : B and

urriculum I :
wst be dLblgIlc(l

Janned democratic society we have in view. The
1l be asked tc advise the Government on various

problcms connected with the rcorganisation of Sccox}dzli‘y [.ducation, its content
5 of teachings, €t The work of reforming Secondary Iducation will

he taken up 25 soon as the Board of Secondary li(luc;1ti911 is formed.  Mcan-
effort will be made to supplement and palance the existing teaching

hools by means of such cxtrwcurru:ulm' activities as will imp;u-?
= practical ¢raining 1 gchool Service _and dcvclo‘]’? ol ({l\flC sense 1n students.
Tie it ; ded in the cxtr_a—cgrrxcular progmmmc are deSlg_ned to enabie
ach democratic virtues as tolerance, co-operation, discipline

dest beginning in this direc:

ils to cultivate S
up?®. e, independent thought and courage A mo _beg
t Boys’ High Schools and Cotton

initiative f
tion has, already been made in the Governmen .
College for extra-curricular activities. The Government intends to widen the
2 tra-curricular programme progresswcly so as to include all

gchools to take part in

tion.
must be integra
and of the University on th
+0 serve the purposc of the p
roposed Fducation Conference wi

field and scope of ex :
the High Schools and to enable all the pupils of these : i
soIme kind or other of these activities, according to their aptitude and
abilities.

¢ the Secondary Education

oblem connected with reforms o £5F. 2
While 1t 1S not the intention of

;s that of the content of female ducation- VUL iding .
: s of higher ation 1_ﬂCl“ ng professional and
fter and were found

Government to shut the door :
tudies to those young women Who migh =
Govel‘nmﬁﬂt_ feels that for the over-

One important pr

teChniCaIS : R ; b
a abie of pursu_mg such education, the - :
najority of girls attending schools education st h? S.PCh & Wf“

as mothers T_hc practical blas 1n

ion of such subjects

whelming 1
make them fit to play a soci
the curriculum for girls shou
25 Domestic Science, Mothercraft, Elementary

ally uselul role IR
1d  take the form of introduct : :
Child PSYCI'IOIOSY, Gardening, etc.

In cegard to the question of providing a difference in the curriculum ﬁ?r Boys’
‘and Girlg® schools the CGiovernment, howevers has kept an open mind.

E:onfr,_:rcncc: of distinguished women educationists within and outside the Drovince
is being called to advise the Governmen - of reorganisation of female

education t in the matte

Governmeni is pursuing, oOr is
a vast thing by itself.
es that confront Assam

at the
of education is
ltifarious 1ssu

This is, in a nutshe i

_ ell, the policy th
Contemplaung Lo pursuc. Thcr:)rob{cm
The vastness has increased due to other mu
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to-day. In this gigantic task of reorganisation of

education, Government efforts
only are not sufficient. I therefore

appeal to all hon. Members of this House,
and through them the whole intelligentsia of the Province, to render full and

ungrudging co-operation with Government measures for rebuilding education in
our country and help them with constructive suggestions.

Then, Sir; T come to the points raised in course of the discussion of the Cut
Moticn. My hon. Iriend, Mr, Kashem, said that Government should insist on
teaching of Persian in the Lady Kerr Girls’ High School. Sir, Lady Kerr
Girls’ High School is an aided School, and as such, Government have no
control over its maintenance and running. Government give a lump sum grant
for the general maintenance of the school and from that grant and from their
own income they retain their staff. It will be unfair on the part of Government
to press the Governing Body, whom the Government are not ab.ie to repdcr
sufficient help and money, to retain additional stafl for teaching additional subjects.

If the Governing Body so desire Government will be much pleased to sce
whether the grant-in-aid can be increased for that reason.

Next, Mr, Kashem has asked Gov
Fro.rn the Secondary Schools. The S
Middle English and High Schools.

ernment to abolish Classes 111 and IV
econdary Schools include Middle Vernacular,

: ¢ In the Middle Vernacular School Class III
15 equivalent to Class III of the Lower Primary School ; so the question of

abolition of Class III from Middle Vernacular Schools does not arise. The
question of abolition of Class II from the Middle English and High Schools wilj
be taken up when English will be abolished from Class 111, This question is
connected with the reorganisation of Secondary Education which is under the
consideration of Government. Class 1V of course cannot be abolished.

Then regarding Madrassa and High School,it is a matter which wjll be
looked into.

Vocational Training in Aided Higch Schools is going to be introduced gradua-
lly by Government and now as many as 33 Aided High Schools of the Province
are receiving grants-in-aid for introduction of Vocational Education.

Regarding Sukchar High School, the policy of the Govef‘nmc.nt is to give
grant-in-aid to such schools which ref_:eive afﬁhg.tl_on from the Umversxty, but this
Sukchar IHigh School has not received affiliation from the University. So the
questions of grant-in-aid to this school cannot arise.

Regarding removal of two members fiom the School Board_ at
was asked for by hon, Maulavi Abul Kashem, I would like to mention that
under the Assam Primary Education (Amendment) Act, Section 3 (dd), which
reads :—“When a Municipal Board or a Town €ommittee is superseded.... ., , the
Provincial Government shall nominate a person in the case of a Municipal Board
or Town Committee, and two persons in the case of the Local Board” to the
School Board concerned. So, under the provision of this section the two members
of the Dhubri Local Board could not be retained,

Dhubri, which

Then, regarding free-tuition for the competitive scholars, the matter is
receiving attention of Government.

Mr. Nazmal Haque said that Rakhaldhubi Iigh School should be given
grant-in-aid. I may inform the House that when another School (Gandauri High
School) quite close by has received grant-in-aid, the question of grant-in-aid to
this schonl cannot therefore arise.
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Then regarding introduction of Compulsory Primary Education in the Muslim
areas of Goalpara district, Mr. Nazmal Haque has mentioned that thickly popu-
lated Muslim areas have not been brought under compulsion. I may inform
him that Bongaigaon and Baitmary in Goalpara which are thickly populated by
the Muslims have been brought under the Compulsory Primary Education scheme,
so he will sce that thickly inhabited areas of Muslims are not neglected and the
Muslims of that area are taking advantage of compulsion along with other people.

Then Maulavi Afazuddin Ahmed said that backward areas of Nowgong
district have not been brought under Compulsory Primary [Education pro-
gramme  For the information of the hon. House, I may say that Kathiatali, a
predominantly Tribal and backward area and Charaibanhi, a backward mixed
area, have been brought under Compulsory Primary Education..

Maulavi ‘Afazuddin Ahmed further said that the Muktabs and Primary
Schools of the backward immigrant areas should be specially treated for intro-
duction of Compulsory Primary Education. I should inform him that such
Muktabs and Primary Schools of the backward areas have not been neglected.

Regarding contention of discrimination between the High Madrassas and the
High Schools I would like to add a few words. The question ol denominational
schools is linked up with the new Constitution which is being hatched up by the
Constituent Assembly. As soon as this matter is finally decided, Government will
take steps according to the direction of the Constituent Assembly in this regard.

As I am left with no time and as I feel that I have alr\eady replied in brief
the questions raised in the course of the debate, I. therefore request my hon.
Friend, the Mover of the Cut Motion, to withdraw his Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Will the hon. Mover withdraw his Motion?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : 1 beg leave of the Housc to
withdraw my Cut Motion.

The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now I put the orginal Motion:
The question is :

csThgt a sum not exceeding Rs.1,18,14,800 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1950 for the administration of the head ¢37—Education’.”

The question was adopted.

Grant No 20

(*“40.—Agriculture”’)

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: On the

I‘CCOIT!IIlel'lC]thlOIl of l_LIis Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move
that a sum not exceeding Rs.50,58,900 be granted to deiray the charges which will
come in the course Of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1950 for
{he administration of the head <‘40,—Agriculture.”
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.50,58,900 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1950 for the administration of the head ‘40— Agriculture’.

There are two Cut Motions in the name of Maulavi Muhammad Abul
Kashem. T think, he can take up Gut Motion No.l which will serve his purpose.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL, KASHEM : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the provision of Rs.25,64,568 under Grant No.20, Major head—4(.—
Agriculture, Minor head—D.—Agricultural Experiments and Research (total), at
Page 160 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1, i.¢, the amount of the whole grant
ot Rs.50,58,900 do stand reduced by Re.l.

My object in moving this Motion is to raise a discussion on the misuse of
public money.

", before T speak on administration in the Agriculture Department, I would

ask the hon. Members to excuse me if in pointing out some glaring defects in the
administration, I hurt somebody. :

The hon. Leader of the Opposition is not in the House today. He

not to use abbreviated terms. T will try to avoid abbreviated terms
possible. x

asked
as far ag

Everybody knows that we are in the midst of a big crisis on ac
shortage of foodstulT in the country and we sinccrcl_y want that' We must haye
more food production in order to feed the population. In previous years Assam
used to export huge quantities of rice and paddy to other parts of the country, byt
at present as a result of our Grow-More-Food Campaign, what do we see, our
province is not in a position to feed her own people.  We cannot trace out {he
reasons for this state of affairs. I hope, I will not be taken amiss, When I say thq
we do not feel the existence of the Agriculture Depart ment at all in the Province
whereas we have fo vote for more than Rs.50 lakhs for this Department, If
Government would have taken care to spend this money properly, surely they
would have been able to do much good to the country, but from the working of
the Department it appears that they are simply determined to spend away the
money without giving any concomitant benefit to the public. 1p the name of
opening ncw branches for this Department, new officers have been appointed .

-

Count of

There is one Director in the Department and he has got _his own eStainshmem
consisting of 28 persons. And he has got another Addgtlonal Dil"ector Wwith 4
separate office to maintain at the cost of Rs.70,900.  Sir, if the Hon’ble Ministey
cousiders that the office in Shillong is not sufficient to run the admmIStrution he
can transfer this office from here to Gauhati instead of getting another office of
Additional Director of Agriculture. This is merely dul?hcatlon of work, - hen
again there are two Deputy Directors a_u(l.th_ey are getting salary of 5.9,730

They also have got their own office.  Sir, it is not understood_ what SCIvice. vo
could get from these officers, they are not doing any field work in the Interegtg (f{
the cultivators. Instead of these officers at the top we could have more Cmono

trators and more labourers who would be of real help to the People, byt this has;
not been done.

. Then again, under the head *‘Inspectors and IﬂStl‘UCtOI‘S’.’-—thc wuoney is useless]y,
spent, because these people will not be of any benefit to the cultivators since thes;
would be spending their time in their offices at headquarters like any other officey.
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Again, there is a horde of officers under different names of Deputy Directors,
then Assistant Deputy Director, and Assistant to the Assistant Deputy Director
and such like that it is really very difficult to remember all these names! |
wonder how the Hon’bie Minister could remember all these names | But after
all, it is a waste to have so many officers.

When we look to the item regarding the Farms we will find that therc is one
Farm Manager for each Farm and he has one Assistant Farm Manager. This
shows that two heads are managing one small farm. My contention, Sir, is that
there is no need for so many heads and the expenditure under this head could
have been curtailed.

Again, Sir, we find that for purchase and feed of cattle a provision of
Rs.76,000 has been made. Sir, with. so many officers, 15 1t not possible for them
to grow grass in their farms for the purpose of chdlng_ the catile? Why such a
huge sum of money should be allowed to go In this way? Then again, the
recovery from these farms comes.to only Rs.20,000 whereas the expenditure is
1 lakh and 78 thousand. Sir, if an ordinary cultivator is asked to adopt this system
of the Department of Agriculture, what would be his fate ? Not only that he
himself will die of starvation in no time, but his future generation will also die,
because we find that inspite of the best efforts of the Department with so many
experts and technicians still we are running at a loss—we are getting only 20
thousand out of the expenditure of 1 lakh 78 thousand. Our agriculturists should
be warned that they must not go to the Agriculture Department for advice but
they should be encouraged to work rather in their own way.

Here at page 166 of the Budget, Sir, we find the words G. M. F. Scheme—
these might mean Grow More Funds Scheme, because the Government arc trying
to get more funds. = They are not satisfied with one Manager and they want to
have more funds for additional Managers. Sir, as regards the new schemes that
have been shown here, we don’t know whether the officer who recommended these
schemes has been tested and whether he has been able to bring any result in the
past. If not, why this huge amount of no less than 22 thousand eight hundred
and ten should be allowed to drain like this?

Then coming to the item for Ahu Paddy Seed Multiplication Scheme, this
scheme again is a complete failure because the Department has never been able
to supply seeds to the cultivators. The cultivators prepared their lands for
cultivation in good time and they were waiting lor seeds to come from the
Agriculture Department, but they waited for.a long time 1n vain. The Department
could not supply them with seeds but their lands are remaining fallow.  Still we
find that more money has been provided under this head, Itis really a criminal
waste of money, Sir. Government ought to know what areas weuld require seeds
and at what time. But they never cared to enquire, Sir, though in cvery session
of the House I have brought to the notice of thé Government that the Department
is not in a position to supply seeds at any time when geeds are needed by the poor
agriculturists, Moreover, Government or rather the Department of Agriculture
could not supply proper seeds for proper arcas. I'or cxa_mp]c, when in the area
where they needed Rangpur potato, the Department will supply seeds from the
Khasi Hills, with the result that the people will not get any benefit since the seeds
would not grow. In this wa~, Sir, mostcf these sceds which arc purchased at
Government cost are hopelessly misused by the failure of the Department to
supply proper seeds for proper areas according to the demand of the people.

Then again, in the matter of Fruit Culture, so far we do not get any report
from the Department regarding the working of the Department in this respect.
I shall be obliged if the Hon’ble Minister will please let us know about the
improvement, his Department had been able to effect in this direction,
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The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. Member has already taken
45 minutes.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM :

I will be finishing, Sir, in
ancther 3 or 4 minutes.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I can allow the hon. Member another
a9

2 miinutes,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: But if other hon. Members
will not speak, I hope you will give me more than 2 minutes, Sir.

(The Hon’ble Speaker then ascertained the views of other Members and none
proposed to speak).

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : All right, you may have § minutes,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Again, Sir for the distribution
of seeds and manure we find that there is one District Agricultural Officer on whose
account an amount of Rs.2,060 is allotted. There is another provision under this
head of an amount of Rs.18,000, Myself being one of the cultivators, I do not know
whether any manure is distributed. I do not know whether any of my cultiva-
tor {riends did ever get manure from the Dcpm'tm_ent. So I do not know whether
the manure that is supposed to be distributed is for manuring the land or
manuring the officer himsell (laughter).

Then, Sir, coming to the Trrigation Department, I am surprised to find that
the Assistant Irrigation Inspectors and t]u? Inspectors do not keep even the record
of power pump that they have got for their use. Once when I tried to get some
information from the office of the Deputy Director of Agriculture at Gauhati in

this respect the office assistants could not give me any help.  Sir, in this way this
Department is being run there.

So far as Horticulture scheme under the Grow More Food is concerned. I
think it is a new scheme. And asI do not find any details from the Revised
Estimates, I shall be glad if the Hon’ble Mmu_stcr reph&s. on what basis he calcula-
ted those Revised Estimates. The amount provided for this is, as T find,

> 2 Rs.1,10,300.
Is it only to provide some technicians or some Inspectors, Deputy Inspectors, or
Assistant Inspectors or what ?

As regards the posts of Assistants to the Deputy Director
another Grow More Food scheme 1 do not know how their services are utilised
So, Sir, T shall be glad if the Hon’ble Minister gives us some idea about thia
scheme and the posts, and how this scheme is going on, or whether this scheme
has done any good to the general public.

s of Agriculture for

The amount budgeted for this scheme is one lakh eighty thousand Is thi
allotment a reasonable one, or was it not better to spend only '3- Sl‘ﬂalgi
amount In the beginning ? In the last year’s revised estimates we do not
find anything. 1In this year this scheme with a huge Amount has alread
been taken in hand. Who knows that this huge amount for the qchen;lc wiﬁ
be properly utilised ? If we go on providing money for the Grow. More
Food Campaign—without getting the desired result—we will haye to continue to
spend more and more money for nothing. So, Sir, steps should be taken
that money is not spent unnecessarily.
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Now coming to the post of Deputy Director of Live-stock, it cannot
be understood how he alone controls a particular Department. If he is
service “we can

the only officer for this Department, I do not know what
derive from him. I think more qualified officers to work as Assistants are
necessary to get real service from this Department.

About Grow-More Fodder scheme I want to say a few words. What we
actually find is that fodder is to be purchased. Why should they not grow
fodder to feed the cattle ? T cannot account for expenditure for milk
May 1

supply. I do not know whether town people get milk free of cost.
milk is actually distributed [rec

know from the Hon’ble Minister whether oy |
at market rate ? If itis from his farm there ought

of cost or from his farm
not to have been such a loss to the Government.

what I like to say is that in the Budget the
the Grow-More-Food scheme is not a small
crisis the province is facing. Sir,
an grow more fat for the officers
I do not know whe-

Lastly, Sir,
amount that is allotted for
one, specially considering the financial
as a matter of fact by grow-more-food we me
ander the scheme, or grow-more-fat for the public.
ther this scheme is at all taken up in right earnest by the Department.

With thesé words, Sir, I request the Hon’ble Minister to curtail all
as possible and at the same time

the expenditure under this head as far
to improve efficiency by adding actual field workers (a woice from the

Treasury Bench: Without brain). Brain will be given by the Ministry. If
brain is not sufficient among my hon. Friends opposite then they should
borrow brain from others for their own benefit.

Sir, I now commend my Motion for the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved:

. <«That the provision of Rs.25,64,568 under grant No. 20, major head—
40—Agriculture, minor head—D . — Agricultural Experiments and Research
(total), at page 160 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i. e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.50,58,900 do stand reduced by Re 1.”

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker
Sir, I have been rather surprised to hear the vague criticisms of my honf
Friend, Maulavi Abul Kashem, levelled at the Agriculture Department which
has been run in the same efficiency as other Departments with a motive
for public henefit. Of course we have not got proper fund. Some mention
has been made about the money allotted for Grow-More-Food scheme.

t come. from the Provincial Exchequer. My hon, Friend

That money has 1o ) ‘ ! ug
has admitted that the whole Province is facing a crisis and it is for the
food mainly. He has also said that Assam was once a surplus

shortage of ! Assam
province so far as cercal was concerned. I think, Sir, it 1s so now. But there
is no knowing how long this will remain to be so. He _has said that in the
past years our Province could export paddy to_ the outside. But it cannot
be said whether it can be done now. The increase of population that
has been going on year after year by infiltration from outside has not been
taken into consideration by the hon. Mover of the Motion. He has not
taken into account the large increase in every town and in every rural
area. Sir, we have seen and it has been causing 1ot only the Assam
Government also the Government of India a great deal_of anxiety how
in future years our people would be sufficiently fed by growing more cereals
and other food crops in our country. We have seen that Assam has
almost exhausted her land resources. There is hardly any scope for extension
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of the areas. We have seen that there

tion either. Supposing our position is like that—we have already exhausted
our land resources and we find that our land is filled up by people from
outside and we cannot increase the yield, what is the problem that is
facing the country ? Sir, it has been very often said on the floor of this
House ‘and also outside that this  stereotyped method of cultivation
that has been obtaining in our country must be oriented if our future
generation and even ourselves are to be saved from the shortage of food.
My hon. Friend has lost sight of the fact that agriculture as was going on and
has been going on will not be in a position to meet the increasing demands
of the country. As I have already said there is not much scope for exten-
sion ; where is the remedy then ? In due time what should be done has been
done by this Government. They have already established one Agricultural
College the purpose of which is to increase the number of trained personnel
in order to shape our agriculture in such a way, to give such an oricntation,
to bring a revolution in the old method of cultivation so that by proper
utilisation of our land resources, by scienrific method we may be in a position
to grow as much food as possible to meet the growing demand of the country.

Whatever may be the criticism of my hon. Friead, if we proceed in this
stereotyped way we must come to a standstill beyond which there will be no-
thing to see. :

My  Friend says that there are oo many officers, But I have
already said on the floor of this House that the Agriculture Department is
running with very much shortage of staff, We need much more trained
personnel to help us in the new method of cultivation. My Friend’s criticism
has been very vague. I glve an instance : suppossing we have one Inspec-
tor for a Subdivision like Dhubri and as a matter of fact there is only one
Inspector there—-for such a big subdivision can anybody think that the
Agricultural Inspector should go from house té6 house to instruct each
cultivator and to take personal care how to cultivate his land, how to keep
his seed, how to keep his cattle, etc., ete.? Ts it possible for one man to g0 round
the subdivision within the limit ‘of the cultivation season and instruct the
people ? I think not to speak of one, even ten Inspectors for a subdivision would

not be sufficient for the burpose.  Considering the present number of
Inspectars and Demonstrators

_ s 1 leave it to this Hon’ble House to consider how
many officers we shou]ql require for Properly looking after the Agricultural Depart-
ment. I againsay with all the emph

o asis at my command that our agriculfy.
ral stafl'is very much short. For o g

- Or one village at least there should be one
Demonstrator. TFor a group of villages we should have one Inspector ang

for a subdivision like Dhubri or Gauhat; we  should have more Inspectorg
than we have now. My hon. Friend possibly do ¢ Govern.
ment of India now intends to spend - crores and crores of Tupees for fgoq
p[‘OdllCthIl.‘ We‘have been increasing our staff, we have been recruitj
new stafl’ for giving Impetus to the Grow-More-Food campaign. Sir,
cpartment he will casily find th
_Is_much understaffed,

ite idea about the working of this art.
ment. I name the branches of our activities. (1) Seed g%owing, (E)epsllgd
distribution, (3) research and (4) irrigation. These are the main aclivitieg £
the Department. In order to evolye better  seeds for getting more vyield f, .
the land certain farms have been established and we ‘know from the statisti 5
the farms that thousands of maunds of seedg are being distributed ever iy
They are also evoIvi_ng improved variety of Paddy and have shown by de:gonyfé}r'
tion that our seeds give better yield, S Tregards research, possibly m ?1a~
Friend will say why so many people are being allowed to sit  jdle there aynd e
given fat salaries. "If you just care ' 5

0 peep into the valuable resear
fat salari you esearches thay
are being carried out in the laboratory you will realise what useful work they

is not much land for reclama-

no-
b (=]
if one
at the



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [26TH MAR.

They have not only been engaged in selection of good seceds
of land for certain crops which are not commonly

grown in our province. It has been said that Masur, the most popular
pulse, cannot be grown in our province. If that 1is true, weare

Gndone. S, it isi. nok -50. By actual research carried out in Jorhat in the

laboratories we have come to know that in the riverain tracts in Assam
pulses, even of M search we test our soil

asur class, can be grown ; unless by re
how can we expect 1o ?

grow the particular crops suitable to our Province &
For instance, sugarcare, which are the soils
where sugarcane can be g

we have already examined

own most economically, and our sugar mill has
Howsr located: at -asiplace. where we
than in any other place. These aret

can grow sugarcanc more economically

he things that are being done by the

Department of Agriculture. My hon. Friend should care 1O look into the
working of the Agriculture Department and not hurl vague _criticims from
distance.  Can the hon. Member expect that an Hon’ble Minister will have
technical knowledge to instruct Agricultural Inspectors and other Inspectors ?
Ye is for the House to decide. The Hon’ble Ministers are not technicians,
The hon. Members cannot expect the ; Ministers to have technical
knowledge. For example, the Hon’ble Medical M}mstcr cannot give medical
advice to doctors. So, Sir, 11 order to run a technical Department like Agri-
stall to tackle the

culture and Veterinary etc., We¢ must - have sufficient

problems.

512

are doing there.
but also in the selection

hings which my hon. Friends want to know as to what
Government has done about the development of fruits. Sir, I remember the one
occasion when  some hon. Members from the Treasury Bench used to criticise
the Government for making no progress in this direction. But Sir, I was very glad
when my hon. Friend, Srijut Saikia and Maulavi Abdul Halim went to see me just
to congra[ulatc me saying that tl}ey were at the Burnihat farm an_d were startled to
see various kinds of lemons and citrus fruits grown there. They said that no Govern-
ment had been sO successful. I would request my hon. Friend, Maulavi Kashem,
just to Jand there and see what Government is doing there. We have other fruit
gardens also- So I request my hon. Friend to go and see what we have

done.
Maulavi ABDUL HAI:
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB

are not mercenary. We want to show how peopl
want to make money 1n our fruit gardens.

There arc other t

Sir, may I know the income from that garden ?
MAZUMDAR : Sir, our aims
e can grow fruit and we do not

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister has got only five

minutes.

HEM : Sir, how the Hon’ble

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KAS
dens like the one the Departmcnt

Minister can expcctour cultivators to have gar

has got ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Sir, it is the
research station only. Thousands of ‘poolies’ and scedlings are being sold from
Burnihat station. These are our activities. here is no- harm for any cultivator
to take seedlings from there to grow in his own garden- Sir, from the trend ©
arguments I follow that he wants more Demonstrators,  We also feel that
these Demonstrators are not quite adequate- We are trying to increase the

sonal attention to the culti~

aumber so that they can give almost DEr ) |
vation of the villagers, ]l require more people having

but to do this we wi

-
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technical knowledge to instruct these Demonstrators how they can best
teach the cultivators to grow more paddy and more crops, Sir, as I
have already submitted that the items of service that the Department has under-
taken, viz., seed distribution, irrigation and other items—I have myself seen
with my own eyes that they are not very much defective. OFf course, the task
which requires the service of ten men, in case only one is detailed, it necessarily
will not run with the same amount of efliciency as it could have done.,

The Government will look into the criticisms regarding the expenditure on
various branches of the Agriculture Department as pointed out by my hon Friend,
Certainly Government will see that the officers do more work and give more
attention to the cultivation in the rural areas so that the cultivation in the rural
areas may improve sufficiently to meet the demand of the country. The Govern-
ment will do their best to improve matters in the Agriculture Department. I
hope the hon Members will take a bit of more information about the working of
the Department. :

With these few words, Sir, I request the hon. Mover of the Cut Motion to
withdraw his objection.

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Sir, of course, I have got no
right to speak again. The reply given by the Hon’ble Minister could not satisf;
me and, T think, none of the hon. Members of the House, In any way I I“Cques)i
to draw his attention to make the officers of his Department to feel that they a;c
servants of the people, they are being maintained by the people and that they
are to work for the benefit of the people.

With these few words, Sir, T beg leave of the House to withdraw my MOt__ion_
The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn,

The Hon’l.:lc the SPEAKER: The question is :

‘“That a sum not exceeding Rs.50,58.900 be granted to defray the chargeg

which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1950 for the administration of the head ‘40 —Agriculture’ »,

The question was adopted.
Adjournment
.The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 1 p.u,
7 After lunch .
GRANT No.12

© (¢° 28.—Jails and Convict Settlement”)

The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA: On the FeRop
tion of his Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that 5 Slnenda_
exceeding Rs.10,41,600 be granted to defray the charges which will c:LcL)ITl ol
the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 193¢ P me jp
administration of the head 28 -—Jails and Convict Settlement”’, Oor the

e ———

*Speech not corrected
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

¢« That a sum not exceeding Rs.10.41,600 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during ‘the year ending on the
31st March, 1950 for the: administration of the head ¢ 28.—]Jails and Convict

Settlement.” ”’

There is one Cut Motion, standing in the name of Maulavi Md. Abul
K ashem.

Maulavi MUHAMFVIAD ABUL KASHEM : Mr. Spcake]-, Sil‘, 1 b(,‘u to
move that the total provision of Rs.10,41,600 under Grant No.12, major head —
28.—Jails and Convict Settlement, at page 89 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1
{.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.10,41,600 do stand reduced by Pad.

My object in moving this Cut Motion is to raise a general discussion on
the jail administration.  Sir, it has been discussed on another occasion that
we should make provision for imparting cducation to correct the character of
the convicts in the Jails, but the present Budget has not made any provision
for that. Sir, there is no denying the fact that a convict alter coming out of
the jail very often commits the same sin again and goes hack to the jail. It
becomes rather a habit to commit sins again and again. [Irom this it appears
that if proper education to reform their character is given in the jails they may
realise. that they have also got to play an important role in the socicty as peace-
ful and useful citizens and may refrain from committing crimes again. Mere
physical punishment is no good. Our jaile are still jails of the burcaucratic
days, the jails of the foreigners, who wanted to put heads ol people together
and make them suffer for an unlimited period. Now, with the attainment of
independence we¢ should give opport_m_ﬁties_ to the convicts to rectify themselves,
So, I would request the Hon’blc_Mmlster-m-chargc to see his way to bring in
a supplementary Budget to provide money for this purpose.

Again, Sir, 1 shall have to refer to the Hon’ble Finance Minister for one
thing. -~ As you know, with the concomitant increase of expenditure undér
the Police head there will be a proportionate increasc of expenditure on the
jail head. The Hon’ble _Financ_e Minister has been pleased to have one
Resolution passed for providing police barracks at Dhubri at an estimated cost
of more than 4 lakhs of rupees. Sir, it is very likely that due to increase of
police activities more people will be put into jail at Dhubri and accommodation
should be increased accordingly. (The Hon’ble Srijut Bishnuram Medhi :—
They may be transferred to other jails). The thing is that there is no provision
for accommodating A and B Class political prisoners. You know Sir, that we
were dragged to that jail, but we had to suffer for only one night. Others
have to suffer longer, for days together. So, there s_hould be adequate accom-
modation for political prisoners at the Dhubri jail. The Hon’ble Finance
Minister said that they would be transferred. I have nothing to say if that
were done, But recently Maulana Abdtl Hamid Khan was arrested at Dhubri
and was placed in B Division. He is still at Dhubri jail.  So, instructions
should be given to the jail authorities to transfer the political prisoners as early
as possible either to Jorhat or Gauhati, so that they may not suffer further

difficulties.

Further, Sir, as for the thief-convicts in jails, it must be made compulsory
for each person, whether serving a long or a short-term sentence, to be given
yocational training so that they can earn their livelihood as soon as they
come out of thejail. It isscen that they become Iuore expert in the art
of stealing when they come out of the__jarl., At present, vocational training
is given to only long-term prisoners. There should be some other training
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also which may be taught within
for the commodities which will 1
the Government,

a short time and as a result the sale proceeds
be done by the convicts will bea profit to

In the Budget we have not seen that any amount has been earmarked for
improvment of latrines of conviets in the Jorhat Jail. You remember, Sir, on
the last occasion, I brought to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister the fact
that convicts in the Jorhat Jailifind great difficulty for bad latrines. I have
got my personal cxperience in this regard. I am again bringing it to the
notice of the Hon’ble Minijster with the request to provide fund for removing
this long felt difficulty.

With these

words, Sir, I commend my Motion to the acceptance of the
use. . h

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved :

“ That the total provision of Rs.10,41,600 under Grant No.12 major head—
28.—Jails and Convict Settlements, at page 89 of the Budget, be reduced by Rel;

ie., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 10,41,600 do stand reduced by
Re.l.”

Maulavi ABDUL HAI: My, Speaker, Sir, I want to speak a fey, words in
connection with this Motion,

Jail is a place where convicts are sent to get reformed, but it shoylg no
place where we want to exploit the labour of the convicts. As such the Jailors
and Assistant Jailors who are burdened with the oncrous duties of not only to
supervise the work of the convicts but also to teach them to  be ugefy) Citizens
alter they get released, I think, the scale of pay of these oﬂicc_rs should be ip accor-
dance with that of the Police. Officers, but, in the _BUd?{Et their scales S€em to he
very much lower than that of Police Qfficers. Of course, I_am not in fayoyy of
giving salary lavishly to the officers, but, at the same time, if you want to have
honest and efficient wo:k from the officers, you must give them a €quate salar
The other day, in my Budget speech, I raised criticism regardin higher salarie};'
but by that I did not mean that I am against giving adequate Salary o thos,
officers who are required for the efficient administration of the Provinge, I a 5
against payment of higher percentage oi’ pay bccauserof the f'act. that | found iy, tl-?;
Budget provision for very many new appointments, some of Which can bever
casily retrenched. My objection was chiefly against those new aPPOintmcms which
could be easily avoided.

t bea

Now, Sir, T congratalate Government for taking a decision qf Introdyg;
hand-made paper industry in the jails, but we must COIESIfler from the View s
of the future of the convicts that those who will learn this ndustry yj) be ab})omt
utilise it in carning their livelihood when they are released, In order 0 giv e
Proper training, we must have good supervision by the j_allors an ;‘:,them
Jailors and as such, T am of opinion that these Jailors and Assista;,, Ja Sistang
1ot be given less pay than that of the Police Officers. Of COUEC, A
that they get certain facilities being in the jail, but the Jail Manyg) y
provide them with such facilities liberally. ~ For instance, they are alloy,
vegetables produced in Jails provided there is surplus. If for ed
advantages their pay is lowered, I consider it is not a just cauge,

iIOI‘S

As regards - improvement of diets of convicts in JaiIS, 1
. : , ma
House from my own personal experience. While I happened ¢ be cla y tell.the

; } 1
the Silchar Jail, sometime when I used to go to the Commop Barrackppsgd ?;to
w
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In the form

often times that the ordinary prisoners were given miserable diets.
too In a very

of curry they mostly used to get jackfruit nut curry and that
small quantity. :

-

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: That is one of the nic~
carries. (Laughter). ; '

the Hon’ble Finance Minister do not

Maulavi ABDUL HAI: I am sure,
ase with other hon. Members ; this

take that nicest curry very often—so also the ¢
curry is taken sometime as a change.

er of diet should be looked into by Government and they shﬁu[d

'This matt
d to the convicts.

‘see that improved diet is supplie
ail is not only a place of housing the convicts, but it

icts are reformed by proper training. So I would
r action is taken for improving the

I have already said that J
is also a place where the conv
urge upon the Government to see that prope

jail administration.

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in support of the
Motion, I will add a few words.

In my last Budget speech I enquired of the Hon’ble Minister'in-charge
whether he would take steps to introduce new training methods for imparting
The Hon’ble Minister was kind enough

psychological education to the convicts.
ils and would not keep the Jail in such

to state that he was going to remodel the Ja

a condition as the British Goverr.ment used to keep. But from the review of the

Jail affairs, we do not find any improvement. From the Budget it appears that

last year there were 7 teachers, but for the comi

reduced to 6 and also for imparting instruction of weaving
hereas this year Budget provision is made for one only,

3 Weaving Instructors w
expect that any improvement 18 being made for moulding -

“From these, how can we €
the character of the convicts ?

that the Jail stafi, I mean the ]Jailors,

ather teach the convicts stealing. The
onvicts or undertrials

Sometimes it is brought to our notice
Assistant Jailors and their subordinates, r
actual quantity of rations supplied by Government for the ¢
is not supplied to them. At the cost of the convicts, the Jail stafl enjoy much of
their rations. I have been reported by the undertrials of the _Goalpara Jail
that they were given very bad rice and curry and the quantity of rice or curry

was lesser than what they were entitled to.

I am also told that Goalpara Jail is infested with whité lice. The white lice
are doing much harm to the prisoners and undertrials. When they come out
they look bloodless. Nothing has been done by Government for the rer-noval of this
pest. Sir,in a free country our people should not be trcatt?d unfz,urly. Thosc
who are to be punished, should not be punished only for Eun_xshment s sake, their
character must be moulded so that when they come out of prison they will be able
to live like good citizens. They will have to be taug
for which they were tuken to prison as a punishment.

With these words, Sir, I support the Motion moved by my hon. Friend..

Mrs. BONILY KHONGMEN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 should like to contra=-
ai, just now. He complains -

dict just one point raised by my hon. Friend, Mr. H

about the food in the prisons, but from my persona
all the prisoners even after a few days’ stay in prison genet
than when they were first admitted. Sir, so his complaint 1s really baseless,

ng year this figure has been,
industry there were.

ht to-cast away their old habits-

] knowledge I find that almost.
nerally gain more weight.
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The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA: Mr, Speaker, Sir,
about this time last year, in reply to a Question of my hon. Friend, Mr. Kashem,
I gave some sort of an assurance that Government would consider the question
of Jail reform to bring them to a standard suitable to the conditions of the
country in the new set-up of Freedom. Now, I thank the hon. Members taking
part in this Cut Motion, for having pointed out the necessity of penal reform
for the benefit of the prisoners The question has already engaged the attention
of the Government. In this connection I may inform the hon. Members of the
House that Government are considering the question of penal reform in the
Jails of this province.  In the Budget, they have not been able to make any
provision because the consideration is not yet complete. _Govcrnment are contems=
plating to begin penal reform as soon as may be possible. ~ As a matter of fact
Government have already sanctioned the appointment of a Penal Reform Officer,
who will draw up a complete plan for penal reform on modern scientific model
suitable to the Indian conditions, particularly of Assam. It is hoped that this
officer will be appointed very soon ; and as soon as he is appointed, we will draw
up a complete Jail Penal Reform Code to be put in operation as soon as
possible. Along with it the question of reform of juvenile offenders—minor
delinquent is also engaging the attention of the Govcrnr_ncnt ;.and as soon as the
Reform Officer is appionted, this aspect of the matter will also be taken up. For
this purpose, as my hon. Friend, Kashem Saheb, has suggested, Government may
possibly come up for a Supplementary Demand in the next session of the House
to find money for the penal reform scheme.

Now, coming to the suggcstion‘of my hon. Friend, Kashem Saheb, regarding
crafts, I must tell the House that, with the release of prisoners on the Indepen-
dence day of 15th August 1947, most of the expert hands among the convicts were
released, with the result that many workshops in the jails are of late lying
almost idle. But attempts are being made fof" sometimes past to u}troduce
crafts in the jails on a big scale. As a matter of fact hand-made paper 1ndu§;try
has been taken up in the Shillong jail. ‘The workshop has been converted into
a Hand-made paper Training lnstitute for paper-making. Also, the CEtY of
London Guilds have appointed one examiner on hand-ma‘de pa.rper_-makm.g in
the person of the Assam Government’s Paper Expert who is to give instructions
and conduct tests on the course of paper-making and Book—bmdm_g. A 'I_'hrec-
monthly training course of hand-made paper-making is already going on in the
Shillong institute. At present there are about 15 tt‘alnecsTc1gllt of wl.lom are Jail
Warders and there are outsiders also from the Lady Hydari’s Go-operation Institute
Hindu Orphanage, Shillong, as well as from some other places of the province.
The first course ‘of training began from October 2, 1948 ; and the training of the
second three monthly course will .bC‘ COI‘I.].p(IiCth on 3lst Of. this month,
Government propose to introduce this paper l_fll lgtl‘y 2 at the first nstance, 1n six
jails. As a matter of fact, besid.cs Shillong jail, Gauhati and Jorhat Jjails have
‘already begun some paper-making. _

Then again, along with this ha.nC_l—ff{akmkg1 paper lndUS_trY: there is also the
abrasive sand-paper industry. It is in_ the contemplation of Government to
introduce this industry in some of those jails. At the first production stage, these
paper-making jails will be able to produce flat files, envelopes, pads, etc,
Other industry will be taken up. With the introduction of these Indusiries in the
jails, it is hoped that the convicts will be fully engaged while in jail. The jdeq
is that 2 man who has learnt some craft while in jail, on coming out, will take to
these crafts as a means of his profession to earn livelihood. Co-operatives may be
formed by released convicts, along with others, and thus they may be able to
lead a useful life in society.

Sir, this question of introduction of crafts in our jails as suggested by my
hon. Friend, Kashem Saheb, is already engaging the attention of the Government,
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : What about accommodation?

The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA: I am coming to
that, Sir. As regards accommodation, the Hon’ble Minister of Finance said in
his budget speech that there was sometime past great congestion in the jails
owing to the increase of under-trial prisoners. With the recent appointment of
more Magistrates, some from the Bar, this congestion is fast disappearing. More-
over, we have already nroposals for extension of certain jails—I[or instance, Jorhat,
Dibrugarh, Nowgong and Dhubri. We have already completed some extensions.
This will go to provide for more accommodation for the under-trial prisoners.

As regards the other suggestions, Sir, I will look into them and shall endea-
vour to do what is possible. Once more I want to assure the hon. Mover of
the Cut Motion that the matter of penal reform has been in the anxious consij-
deration of Government ; and this is in our tho.ught from a long time. 1In this
respect we have already taken step for appointment of a Penal Reform officey

presently. i
In view of whatI have stated, Sir, I hope the hon. Mover of the Q¢

Motion will please withdraw his Motion.

Mazaulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Having heard the statement
made by the Hon’ble Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Motion.,

The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The qucstion is:

«That a sum not exceeding Rs.10,41,600 be granted to defray the charges -

which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the st
March, 1950 for the administration of the head ¢ 28.—]Jails and Convicts Sett]e-

3 32

ment’ 7. _
The question was adopted.

GRANT Ne. 25

50.—Civil Works (Excluding Tools and Plant and Establishment
charges)

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the
recommendation of His Excellency, the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that g
sum not exceeding Rs. 1,80,18,000 be granted to defray the charges which will
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst March, 1950
for the administration of the head ¢“50.—Civil Works” (excluding Tools and

Plznt and Establishment charges).
The Hen’ble the SPEAKER.: Motion Moved :

«That a sum not exceeding Rs.1,80,18,000 be granted to d':fray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1950 for the administration of the head ‘50. —Civil Works’ (excluding
Tools and Plant and Establishment charges).”

There are as many as 9 Cut Motions and we have got _01’1!3{ half an hour's
time at our disposal. So, it will be much better if one Motionis taken up which
is of a general character. 1 find Motions No. 3 and No. 7 are of general
character. I may ask Mr. Morley, in absence of Mr. Hardman, to speak on
Clut Motion No. 3, . :
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Mr. G. W. MORLEY : Mr. Speaker, Sir,

of Rs.30,00,000 under Grant No.23, Major head—50.—Civil Works, Minor
head—B —Repairs, sub-head—2

.—Communications, at page 250 of the Budget,
be reduced by Re.1, i.z., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 1,80,18,000 do
stand reduced by Re.1. ;

I beg to move that the provision

Sir, the purpose of this Cut Motion is firstly to draw attention to the inadvi-
sability of Government making a profit from ferries. Where transport becomes
more difficult by reason of unbridged rivers, it should not be turned as an oppor-
tunity for profit ~ We fiind from the Budget that Government propose to realise
Rs.1,70,000 from Ferry receiptsin 1949-50, while expenditure on boats, bridges

and ferries is nil in the estimates for 1949-50 and only Rs.10,800 in the Revised
Estimate for 1948-49,

The Public Works Department make this profit by offering Ghats for sale by
auction and those contractors who take settlement of the Ghats also make an ad-
ditional profit out of the public. The public in general are put to great incon-

venience in having to use ferry Ghats, and Government should resist any desire for
making this a source of additional profit.

Our second objection is that adequate precautions are not
safety, Government have power to make rules to regul
of 1878. 1In the case of engine operated ferries, many of the engines are in very
poor condition and when these cease to function in mid-stream, grave hazards
have to be faced, as the ferry is completely out of control. It should be required
that every ferry is equipped with means of navigation in the event of engine
failure and that anchors or ropes should be kept on board. 'Ar:rar!gemen-ts are _
necessary also under the existing rules to make sure of the periodic inspection of
engines used in public ferries. We have a very elaborate set of Motor Velnc!es
Rules to ensure that motor vehicles are kept in order for the safety of the public.
But in the case of ferries there does not scem to be any comparable instructions
or rules. I can assure the hon. Membess that a very serious accident nearly
occurred last year in the Barak river owing to the breakdown of an engine in a

ferry while in mid-stream, and it was only by luck that the people on that ferry
escaped being drowned.

made to ensure
ate ferries under Act XVII

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

““That the provision of Rs.30,00,000 under Grant No.25,
Civil Works, minor head—B.—Repairs, sub-head—2.—Com
250 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1, tEy the -am
Rs.1,80,18,000 do stand reduced by Re.1”.

major head—50.—
Mmunications, at page
ount of the whole grant of

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J: M. NICHOLS-ROY: My,
thankful to Mr. MOI‘I(“.Y for pointing out some of the d_CfECtS
ferries and we would like to take steps to correct them as fa

. Speaker, Sir, I am
in the plying of some
I' as practicable.

First of all, Sir, I want to say regarding the bridges.
are not taken up because we do not get contractors,
even from outside are afraid to take up the work,
after advertising calling for tenders. In fact when we last advertised for con-
tractors for construction of certain bridges, a certain gentlemen submitted a ten-
der and he was given the contract, but he did not even deposit the earnest money
and did not take up the work. We then advertised again evep in certain Calcutta
newspapers, but nobody submitted any tender for the same, n account of these
difficulties, which at present exist, it is not possible to t

i : . h ake up work for coustruc-
tion of bridges At the same time, Sir, we are trying

: Ing to find out whether these
bridges can be made of reinforced concrete.  That is the reason why some of this

money has not at all been spent. But with regard to common ferries which are

Some of the bricdges
It appears that contractors
We received no tender even
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run by men or by motor engines, we have periodical examination of the engi

We have certain mars that are power driven. In these mars there zu‘(; ho':tmcs.
also. I am sorry to hear that there was a failure of the power driven hoat [ “:lmi
Barak river. ‘That matter has not been brought up to the notice of Go\:c- et o
But in fact there are boatmen also on the m ars always......... s

Mr. C. W. MORLEY: May I, Sir, for the information of the Hon’ble

Minister say that it is quite truc there are men on the mars, but only a )
number of men. You will remember that in the old days when mars were dsx_*n'a
by boatmen there used to be 5 or 6 men. Now with the engine there are or il“.‘.,n
one for steering and the other for controlling the engine. If the engine fails ILI}IC?
3 e

are not sufficient men to control the mars.

CHOLS-ROY : That must be the fault of ¢
1e

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NI
e lessces and we shall see that these lesse
sees

These ferries are let out to th

lessee.
n to ply the mars

keep at least 4 me
e get from these ferries, these ferries are snjd |
ighest bidders are given the lease. In that ¢ e
but it is the duty of the lessees to keep talsc
1e

mars in good order and to run them properly. 1f we find that they do not d
we can either fine them or cancel their lease and give it to some other lessce g
we know that our local Executive Engineers and the Subdivisional Officers ar fh

onsible to sce the proper working of these ferries. As far as practicable ‘[,IC res-
trying to run these ferries for the convenience of the public. Of course Lhr:‘j\c o
be some failures now and then, but generally, I should think, our Hecit ¥E may
been running quite well except at the time of very high flood. At that tifrf il.av_c
very difficult for 4 or 5 men to ply the mars if the engine should fail. FEye - 1L
steamer may fail sometime, a train may also fail. But we shall try ourLE a big
sce that such failures do not take place. This is all that I wanted to say : SAbtD
our desire that thekrupmng of these ferries is done in a proper way K};':g it is
failure 10 the Barak river we shall make an enquiry. With this GXI)Ianationthg

hope Mr. Morley will kindly withdraw his Motion.

Mr. G. W MORLEY: Will the Hon’ble Minister make enquiry with
‘regard to having an inspection of these motor driven ferries ? I think this is =

Regarding the income that w
ublic auction and generally the h
Government get something from them,

very important matter.

OV : I have already said that the

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-R ¢
f the Public Works Department

Executive Engineers and Subdivisional Officers 0

are already expected to raake these inspections.
Mr. C. W- MORLEY : On the assurance of the Hon’ble Minister I he

leave of the House to withdraw my Motion. 2

The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I think Motion No. 7 may be taken up

Hon. Members may speak on that.
Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : Sir, I beg to move that the provision of Rs.3,99,154
under Grant No. 25, major head—50—Civil Works, minor }1Ead—~D—Grant£-in-
1 of the Budget, be reduced by

aid for communications, etc. (total), at page 25
Re.l, i. €., {he amount of the whole grant of Rs.1,80,18,000 do stand reduced by

Re,1.
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Mr. Speaker, Sir, the object of this Motion is to draw attention to the
progressive deterioration of the Local Board roads which are a vital linkin the
network of communications. We realise that Local Boards are faced with financial
difficulties, that they have inelastic income and prices have been rising, but
insufficient attention is being paid to these roads. ~ We feel that economies could
be effected if a mechanised system of road maintenance which is applied to
Public Works Department roads could be extended to the Local Board roads. For
cxample the use of road graders. This would effect in our Opinion savings of a
very considerable amount, :

The other point to which I could draw attention is that in the past year a
sum of Rs.3,66,000 was provided [rom the road fund and included in the
Public Works Department Budget for maintenance of Local Board roads, but no
provision appears to have been made in the current year for this purpose.

Sir, I beg to commend my Motion to the acceptance of the House.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs.3,99,154 under Grant No.25, Major head—50.—
Civil Works, minor head—D.—Grants-in-aid for communications, etc. (total),
at page 251 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1, 7. ., the amount of the whole

\yxt’oi' Rs.1,80,18,000 do stand reduced by Re.1.”

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : I beg to draw attention to
Cut Motions Nos. 5 and 9 standing in my name, and request the Hon’ble Minister
to kindly earmark some money for a road called Sadurtila-Kakripara Road
which belongs to the Dhubri Local Board.  After much discussion on the floor
of this House during the last session, the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Local
Self-Government was pleased to ask the Local Board to take up this road this year,
but the amount fixed for the road is only Rs.300 and it is nothing in compa-
rison to the need.  So I request the Hon’ble Minister to carmark some grant, at

least Rs.15,000, for this road so that we may have an all weather road in that
area.

As regards the distribution of money to Goalpara district, the Hon’ble
Minister yesterday pointed out that he could d.Istribut_e the money for Embank-
ment and Drainage projects only on provincial basis because of the difficulty .
that one project might take a huge sum of money. But, Sir, in the case of road
and other things, I think, he will have no objection to do justice to that district as
this is the most backward district. I request that he would give more money to
Goalpara in consideration of its backwardness and on Population basis. With
these few words I support my hon. I riend, Mr. Hardman,

Maulavi ABDUL HAI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, there
that the improvement of the Local Board roads is of ne
difference of opinion. It appears that Gc.)vernment is also
Local Board roads, Bur unfortunately in the Budget we find that a sum of Ry 5
lakhs for improvement of Local Board roads which was sanctioned last year is n;)t
budgeted this year. Whatever the reason may be, we hope the Government will

consigier the necessity of giving this amount to the Local Boards ang will kindly
sanction the amount, ‘

is no denial of the fact
cessity and there is no
anxious to improve the

Maulana MD. MUFAZZAL HUSSAIN : Mr. Speaker, Sir. 1 ri t ort
the Cut Motion moved by my hon. Friend, Mr, J, §. Ha\,rdn];’am,nsaendo 8223 pSaY
that many Local Board roads, like Ratabari-Bethubari-Patharkandi road and
Patakhauri road, have been given up by the Karimganj Local Board.
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So I urge upon the Government cither the Government will take up those
roads or earmark grants to the Karimganj Local Board so that they may take

care of those roads.

Now I come, Sir, to the Motion standing in my name to criticise the
Government for not taking up the roads. I have been moving for the last three
years that the newly taken up road project Bhanga-Adarkuna would be extended
(up to Kalinagar) about ten miles from Adarkuna to link it with the Anipur-
Manacherra Road to give communication facilities to the people of eastern side
of Shonebeel. But I regrzt to say that it has been taken up to Adarkuna only and
the portion of about 10 miles north to south from Adarkuna to Kalinagar remains

without any road connection whatsoever.

Deodhar—a middle place

in another project has been taken up from
est to east which in compa-

Adarkuna and Kalinagar up 1o Hailakandi w
proposal is less important.

Aga
between
rison with my

i I therefore, urge upon the Governemnt that they will kindly take up the road-
project from Adarkuna to Kalinagar along with the one already taken up—the

Bhanga-Adarkuna giving it high priority.

With these few words, Sir, I support the Motion.

Maulavi NAZMAL HAQ,UE: Sir, I, refer to Cut M‘otion No.I standing in
my name. In this Cut Motion I urge upon the Government for the completion
leted works of Paikan-Bajengdoba road in the Subdivision of

of almost comp
d thereby to save a huge sum of money already spent. This road

was taken up under the Rural Development schemes ; two-third of the road has
already been completed on spending a sum of Rs.1 lakh. Now this road has
been abandoned. Only a few thousands of rupees will be necessary to complete the
remaining one-third ol the road. If the road is not completed the amount that
has already been spent will be wasted and the materials collected for this purpose

will be dama ged.

Goalpara an

Then, Sir, I refer to my Cut Motion No. 6. There I urge upon the Govern-
5 e earmark requisite grants to Goalpara- Local Boards for Goalpara-
Kharmuja Road leading to Chunari in Lakhipur Police Station. This road
s through the Pancharatna hills which separate the western part of the
Goalpara_subd1v151on from the town. If thisroad is made passable throughout
the year it would be an immense good done to the people of the Lakhipur thana
as well as to the tribal people of the Hills. F

passe

With these few words, Sir, I support the Cut Motion.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, this isa Cut Motion to
raise a discussion for the improvement of the Local Board roads. You will find from
the Budget for this ycar that a sum of Rs.3,99,154 has been budgeted for the non-
excluded areas and the revised estimate for the last year was Rs.3,18,957. From
this it is clear that the amount has been increased. So the Local Boards should

have no reason to complain for that.

The second point, I want to bring to the notice of the hon. Members of this
House is that a large number of Local Board roads have bheen taken up by the
Public Works Department and the Local Boards, therefore, should not, in reality,
expect to get any more money than what has heen budgeted.
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Now, Sir, some of ‘the hon. Members have faised the question thml:
the Local Board roads should be improved and it has been stated that the Loca
Boards have limited amount of money. The condition is same with the Frovilt:
cial Government who do not have unlimited amount of money. If the Proyines
revenue can be increased, the Provincial Government will be able to increas%
the grants to the Local Boards. If I would request my Hon. Colleague, the LO?S
Self Government Minister, to consider increasing the grants to the Local Boards
he would say that if the Hon’ble Minister, Finance would give him money he “."?ul
be glad to do so. And the Hon’ble Minister, Finance, again would say that if he
could get more money or increase the revenue of the Province, then he could do
0. But how can the revenue be increased ?  Our resources arc limited. About
33 per cent. of the Post-War grant is spent for communications.

As regards the other points raised by some hon. Members, they have asked t{le
Government to earmark certain amounts of money which are now given to the
Local Board for certain roads. One of the hon, Members urges upon the GOYm 2
ment to earmark requisite grants to Dhubri Local Board for S»aduril:ilc'i"I‘{-‘ak"‘PEf"ra
Road in Mankachar Thana and the other one for Goalpara-Kharmuja Rod
leading to Chunari in Lakhipur Police Station and then there is another hon.
Member who wants to earmark money for the road Bhanga-Adarkuna up 3

Kalinagar to link it with the Anipur-Manachera Road in Karimganj Subdivision.
T'hese are all Local Board Roads.

Maulana MD. MUFAZZAL HUSSAIN:  Sir, Bhanga-Adarkuna Road is
not a Local Board road and it is a Public Works Department road.

The Hon'ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-RQY: Whatever it may be, it s
under the Public Works Department schemes. On the question of finance 1t haF
already been stated that Public Works Department have spent an amquntﬁ
about Rupees 81 lakhs, and only Rs. 63 lakhs are allowed to be spent durn?xg the
current year. The demand for grant is received not only from one area, but from
raany subdivisions, and from everywhere the people were raising the question
that their particular roads are not taken up. We shall take all the roads if our

finance permit us to do so ; but we have a limited amount for roads in the
Province.

Another hon. Member has spoken about the Paikan-Bajengdoba road. Want
of finance is the reason why we had to stop not only this road but many other
roads, temporarily at least. Nevertheless, Sir, we “shall re-examine now how
much money can be spent to the roads already taken up. I do not say that this
will be stopped altogether. One thing which T would like to bring to the notice
of the hon. Members is that the Pﬂlkan_'Ba.]Eng(loba-rl"ura Road was taken up with
the object of connecting the Garo Hills with the Assam Valley. Afterwards,
Government decided to take up the Medhipara-Phulbari-Tura Road. Therefore,
the construction of the Paikan-Bajengdoba-Tura Road is not of first priority because
Tura has been already linked with the Assam Valley by the other road. I do
not say that this road would be abandoned altogether ; this, along with other
roads, which are not in the first priority list, will be taken up little by little
according to the state of our finances. This is the position, Sir. In view of the

i}plgnation that I have given, I hope Mr. Hardman will withdraw his Cut
otion,

Mr. J. 8. HARDMAN: I beg leave of the House to withdraw my
Motion.

"The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs,1,80,18,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst
March, 1950, for the administration of the head ¢50.—Civil Works’ (excluding
Tools and Plant and Establishment charges™.

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: We take up Government Resolutions now.

Government Resolution 7¢: opening of a Public era‘lt!x Dispensary at
Panigaon in the North Lakhimpur Subdivision

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: ~ Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that this Assembly approves the new scheme adopted by the C’O‘I’f"n_‘“‘:“t of
Assam for the opening of a Public Health Department Dlspfenfsia'r{ i?zt? anlngon n
the North Lakhimpur Subdivision and an expenditure o _ db." thi (rupees one
thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven only) being ncurred..In LB connechion

i 1948-49. o . =
durnghté1 %.zg?;natory Note* explains the purpose of this Motion, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Resolution moved : P i
¢«“That this Assembly approves the new scheme adoptcd y the Government
of Assam for the opening of a Public Health Department Dispensary at Panigaon
in the North Lakhimpur Subdivision and an expenditure of Rs.1,827 (Rupees one
thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven only) being incurred in this connection
during the year 1948-49. i -
= #EXPLANATORY NOTE
The number of Public Health Department Dispensaries in the North Lakhimpur Subdivision
is very few. From a survey of some villagss of Telahi and Kamalabari Mouzas in the Subdivision
it was found that there were many cases of Malaria, Dysentery, Diarrhoca and Leprosy for the
treatment of which there were no other dispensaries within a distance frem ten to twelve miles,
The establishment of a Public Health Department Dispensary was therefore considered most
essential. The Local Congress Committee was kind enongh to provide a plot of lan,cl and also to
construct the necessary buildings for the dispensary and Sub-Assistant Surgeon’s quarters at
Panigaon which is considered to be a central place for both these Mauzas. Government heing
encouraged by the spirit of the Local Congress Comunittee have sanctioned a Public Health
Department Dispensary at Panigaon. It is proposed to finance the scheme from the Savings in
the Public Health Budget for the year 1948-49. Government have agreed to the expenditure of
Rs.1,827 to the Panigaon Public Health Department Dispensary as detailed below,

Estimate of cost in 1948-49
Major, Minor and Sub-head under which — A
provision should be made Recurring Non-recurring Total

39.—Public Health—A—P.H. Establishment—

Rs. Rs.

(¢) Superintendence and other establishment i 1,111 vene 1,111

Allowance and Honoraria i ol o 166 cenn 166

Contract Contingencies - R T 250 o4 5 250

39,—Public Health—C—Epidemic discases—

(b) other epidemic—Non-contract contingencies

(purchase of medical stores and equipment) .. 300 — 300

Total .. 1,827 - 1,827

DETAILS OF EXPENDITURE
From 23rd September 1948 to 28th February 1949

1. Pay of an Assistant Surgeon II in the scale of pay on Rs.150—200 .. 890
Special pay for Assistant surgcon IT at Rse.20 .. T 5 5 - 105
Dearness allowance at 174 per cent. .. e S oL e 94

2. Pay of one peon in the scale of pay of Rs.22—4--28 x e - 116
Dearness allowance at 40 per cent. e - it wes - 40
Cash allowance at Rs.6 s i - o o T 32

3. Contract contingencies . £ i w wis T 250
4. Non-contract contingencies (for purchase of medical stores and ecuipment) 300

Total .. 1,827

o ekl

Fae—————
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have not
risen to oppose the establishment of this Dispensary, and the money involve_d _also
is very small, viz., Rs.1,827 only. I only want to know from the Hon’ble Minister
the principle on which Public Health Dispensaries are generally started in
particular areas.

It was my information that Public Health Dispensaries are
where there is a large number of kale-azar patients. In the ¢
mine, it was found after enquiry that only four kela-azar case

in the area concerned, most of the cascs being those of mal
had to be satisfied 1

kind cnough to or
““Malaria, D

opened in areas
ase of a proposal of
S could be detected

aria, and therefore I
vith a subsidised dispensary, which the Hon’ble Minister was

ant.” In this particular- case, the diseases Chumeratcd are
ysentery, Diarrhoea and Leprosy”. It appears that Malarla_comcs
first, next Dysentery and Diarrheea and then comes Leprosy. But the main fact
that he has taken into consideration is that the local Congress Committee has
provided necessary buildings for the dispensary and Sl_lb-f_\ss_istant Surgeon’s
quarters. I want to know from the Hon’ble Muustm_‘ tha? if snmla.r. facilities are
Provided by people of some backward areas whether it will be possible for him
to help them in the same way. Subsidised ‘d1spcnsar1cs no doubt serve the
purpose, they are good, but well-equipped Public Health DJSpEll.Sal‘:ieS are better.
I shall therefore be glad if the Hon’ble Minister lays down the Principle on which
Public Health Dispensaries are started by Government.

Then, Sir, we were given to understand that a Pubjjc Health
would b

- : Dispensary
¢ opened at Bhaitbari in the Garo Hilis, but it has nog been taken up as
yet.  The priority has been given to this new scheme. M

t ay we know whether
Government will he in a position to take up the pending sche

thes as early as possi-
ble so that the grants for the dispensaries, already sanctioned, may not lapse ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Mry. Speaker, Si.r, Governn}ent
have started thig dispensary not because the local Congress Gomml_ttee _has given
houses for the dispensary and the Sub-4ssistant Surgeon, but brimarily because
they felt the need for such a dispensary there Frgm the fact that the diseases are
enumerated in the note as “Malaria, Dysen tery, Dlal‘l'hOCE} and Leprosy”, my hon.
Friend, Mr, Kashem, thought that as Malaria came fitstin the description, that

was the consideration which prompted Government to start the dispensary, Sir,
Public Healt €ases, mz., hala-azar and

h Dispensaries are started ‘mainly for two dis

Leprosy. Though Leprosy comes last in the descrlpflf)n, it should not be thought
that this was not the primary consideration for starting this dispensary. When
my hon. Friend once approached me for a Public Heal(]y Dlspensary in his area he
said that there were many cases of kala-azer, but when survey wag made only four
cases were detected and he wanted a Subsidised Dlspensary which I promptly
gave.

Therefore, Sir, I cannot give any assurance that whenever
buildings will be constructed by public their Sani:tion will be given for Public
Health Dispensaries by Government. I have aready stated that Government
started this Dispensary at Panigaon not because a ongress Committee cop-
structed a building ‘for it, but because we felt the need of g Public Health
Dispensary there.

or wherever the

With these words, I hope, my Motion will be accepted by the House and he
objections raiseqd vyi]] be withdrawn. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :- The question i 1)

“That thig approves the new scheme adopted 1
of Assam for theT;Z$ggof%p Public Health Depal:tment Dis
in the North Lakhimpur Subdivision and an expcnc.htu{r
thousand cight hundred and twenty-seven only) being
during the year 1948-49°’.

The question was adopted.

y the Government
Pensary at Panigaon
¢ of Rs, 1,827 (Rupees one
Bcurred in  thig connection
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Government Resolution r : establishment of River Police in the Kamrup
district

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sirf I beg 3
to move that this Assembly do hereby approve the CXPC!’Id][U[‘C of Rs.22,229 for
the establishment of River Police in the Kamrup district, as a temporary measurc
for the present.

The explanatory note* explains the object. .

It may be mentioned in this connection that it was found that smugglmg‘m
the Tarabari area took place very often and the smugglers were armed with
weapons and in order to stop such nefarious activities, the establishment of a I(Il\"lfl'
Police Station at this place is felt as of urgent necessity and that is why this Sta-
tion is established as an experimental measurc.

So, I commend this Motion to th%{acc;:pt'ancc of t(l;e House.

] R: esolution moved :

EhTehI:l? glglz:s];renls)ll;ﬁidﬁligreby approve the : cx_penditurc of Rqs. ‘22,2 29 for

the establishment of River Police in the Kamrup district, as a temporary measure
23

25 t};?f:?éﬂnm«i DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, [ am very much thankful to the
Hon’blejMinister for bringing this Resolution f_or the establishment of a 'I"\iver
Police Station at Tarabari. On previous occasions I spoke about' l!lc necessity of
such a Police force. I know that dacoities in large numbers arc being Committed
in between Tarabari and Dalgoma and other places. Large quantities of rice,
cloth, etc., are being smuggled by river daily.  With the establishment of this
River Police Station, I hope, it will stop. . _

In this connection, I want to say that this establishment of a River Police
Station will avert another trouble. Their very presence in the river will allow the 1
fishermen to smoothly catch fish in their fisheries as their fish will no raore _bc loot- }
ed or disturbed by the immigrants. So, I again thank the Hon’ble Minister for 1'
bringing this Resolution. . 1;

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Sir, I want to oppose my .
hon. Friend, Mr. Beliram Das. (Laughter). While the Flon’ble Minister explained {
the necessity of the establishment of the River Police Station, I am sure, he has to i
take this step either from the reports of officials or unofficials, but I object to my '
Friend, Mr. Das’s particular mention of a community.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: I myself instituted several cases for looting fish-
eries by immigrants.

'!."he Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : Immigrants may mean both |
Muslim and Hindu immigrants. Even desparate Mullas commit dacoities, f

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : My objection is, why a par- %
ticular community should be referred, as criminals are criminals. ‘

Another point I want to raise in this connection is that we have got in the \
Budget a head—* Police Staff | is it not possible on the part of the Hon’ble g i

Minister to transfer the services of a Sub-Inspector and an Assistant Sub-Inspector, f
Head Constable and 9 constables from this stafl so that this proposed money can i

and one Sukhani. Besides, this year also a huge number of recruits have been
taken by the General Police Staff from whom also this staff can be provided. So
my request to him is to see whether he can transfer some wmembers of the stafl
for this purpose from the General Police Staff. :
With these words, I resume my seat. :
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in reply to
my hon. Friend, Mr. Kashem, I must say that it is not possible to transfer staff ;
; *EXPLANATORY NOTE 5
It was urgently necessary to establish a River Police Station in the Kamrup District to check ot

gmuggling and riverine crime on the Brahmaputra. Accordingly a River Police Station with a I
ataff of one Sub-Inspector, one Assistant Sub-Inspector, one Head Constahle, 9 Constables, one o
|
|
!

be saved ? Of course, I have no objection to the provision of money for a driver ‘ \[5
|
|
\
\

Driver and one Sukhani was sanctioned and it was established temporarily at Tarabari. The cost
involved during the curient year amounts to Rs. 22,229 will be met by re-appropriation in the

grant under ‘¢ 29,—Police *” in the Budget for 1948-49.
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from general Police staff as we are already short of staff in the districts where
trouble may brew at any moment.” In this connection, it may be mentioned that
Mr. Hardman and Mr. Morley in course of their Budget discussion suggested
strengthening of the Police staff as they were apprehending flare-up of the activi-
ties of undesirables at any time.

We will watch the usefulness of this River Police Staff and will decide later
on whether this staff should be made permanent.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“‘ That this Assembly do hereby approve the expenditure of Rs.22,229 for the
establishment of River Police in the Kamrup district, as a temporary measure for
the present.” :

The question was adopted,

Government Resolution re: making the Public Works Department Mohur-
rirs permanent and pensionable

The Hon’ble Rev. J, J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, to move the
following Resulution :—

*“ Whereas the Public Works Department Mohurrirs aré borne in Work-
charged establishment which means that their pay is charged direct to the work
and not to regular establishment budget of Public Works Department, they are
not entitled to any pension after their retirement although they serve for thirty
years or more without interruption, nor are they entitled to leave, medical treat-
ment and travelling allowance to the same extent as enjoyed by the members of
regular establishment and whereas the All-Assam Public Works Department
Mohurrirs’ Association have been pressing again and again since 1927 for making
this post permanent and pensionable which demand was set off in the past for one
reason or another and whereas the last Pay Committee is of opinion that only
such staff as are engaged in connection with works w-high are likely to last for a
limited period should be work-charged and not others, this Assembly therefore is
of opinion that the Mohurrirs® post be made permanent and pensionable with
effect from 1Ist April, 1949 *.

I hope, Sir, the hon. Members will approve of this Resolution because it has

been a long crying need of the mohurrirs and in the past hon. Memhers have been
pressing Government several times to have the post of Mohurrirs made permanent.

The explanatory note* below will throw further light on this, =

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER : Resolution moved :

““Whereas the Public Works Department Mohurrirs are borne jn Work-
charged establishment which means that  their pay 1s charged direct to the work
and not fo regular establishment budget of Public Works Department, they are
not entitled to any pension after their retirement although they serve for thirty
years or more without interruption, nor are they crtitled to leave, medical treat.
ment and travelling allowance to the same extent as enjoyed by the members of
regular establishment and whereas the AH'A'SSﬂm Pul?hc Works Department
Mohurrirs’ Association have been pressing again and again since 1927 for making
this post permanent and pensionable which demand was set off in the Past for one
reason or another and whereas the last Pay’ Committee i of opinion that only
such stafl as are engaged in connection with works which are likely to last for o
limited period should be work-charged and not others, this Assembly therefore jg
of opinion that the Mohurrirs’ posts be made pPermanent and pensionable with
effect from 1st April, 1049°°.

*Note.—The number involved in the proposal for the present is not et final T
cxpected to be about 356 (Excluded Arcas 72 and Non-Excluded Areas 25);4 !’tn;a ;)g ]ilzcleded but is
This will entail an average pensionary liability of approximately Rs.50,000 PeY atrivig, ve reserve.)

This resolution is moved for a general approval of the proposal. The necessary f:uuds will be
cbtained by a SUppICI‘nentary grant or Re-appropriation in due course if the proposal is approved
The immediate cost for pensionary charges during the year 194950 win e much iFs,s than
Rs.50,000 whicl_l is the ultimate cost. The average annual cost on account of pay in the establishe
ment budget will be about Rs.2,67,000 and there will be a corresponding saving ' to that extent in
the works estimates.
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Srijut GHANOO KHERIA: wadta 7eldfs wwziva, 4% SioF
“etach Edidw Fatg wiEcd 7% atawm Po W, D, @l Tcetwas =i gaize),
Figd wtm 9zq (Fared @dw . g wfee wifgen 1 P. W. D. fastd
@ fem cdien czfyz 92 wiwien ; 7w afq @7 aifia o1 @2 faoet 92 aga i
it tzfoE wte «f fFett i fraca A= @Al SeEfbaia, sfafma i
siFdiatE sas 71 41 (erw 9iw (@sfEAE B, (19T AT ST e
ZfA4 (et 7 wifzes | s w24t faatss work-charged establishments
47 tzfem wiw cobfimites o Agan edd  FE FECAe @SRET ob, (Aw
wifeg e =Fa celta qfea—bEmTs w7 A7 T 92-F15 gifry 5@
firgs ¥4 s iz #tagd @sFEieE Y5 BNCEA AR Atwisg 33
ifits | iolF dgdcesd e 1 AT e atied G2 SR wReema
AT Aie difEA (FEeNI AT @2 post fFElE 7 Ff937 ffics B
=7 @ifzfom | Y»94 paw femia sgdrices galzioa @ 9 fEw pEd)
ZiqT 29 (afalca | T2 Staw F4i9 zigtE god A 9Eion FiqE zg 9t
TS ST G 5917 ffae za | ©fa #@ced AT S58L BT “a Tinig @
Aetq (FEGT TT AT AT At aAfza FEGT AT Aw0E @F fqucn F[edseT
certafw (521 F4i9 TS U F€T  sFdraces @2 (A9 Slacw oA wata w4
Facet @ 7290 {EiEs D19 FfEag afee @3 A4%E 9y O3 sere wife 49
tzte MF 9= Az afd=mq 4 edfFmtcs gty afwste FaEisa Gisats g
gfan cotst Tl AT P. W, D. faetsia cwatet, wsetafeaig gtz sfafamad
) AT (Rafts Tfs <y, e cptem a2di7 @1 @fgtacs gafs @[T
A0 WL AN FA I 1 dfem wifimicc fiwa wWifw Hden 5% @99
e AfS WEE AT T frow aq ottt Raivs sfs wheta gm w
4% f37ca 5% fMars 72 sf=dfcacss pete —

S“-?uf EILMA,NI PHOOKAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, as President of the
Mobhurrirs’ Association I thank the Hon’ble Minister for Public Works Depart-
ment for thfc m“i]as‘fre that he has taken to alleviate the sufferings of the Road
Mohurrirs OH. e ‘ast 40 or 50 years. While thanking the Hon’ble Public Works
Depal‘lif}en: he:;ﬁ]tef 1_;11 this connection, I also thank the Chief Engineer for giving
g, pARen 5 ";’ €N We went to meet them in a deputation last year and
for taking ‘llp ‘i".‘r resohutmn to give effect to the demands of the poor Mohurrirs.
But the only t T]g dt ai(:} I want to say here is that in taking these Mohurrirs
in a2 permanen hca Le: overnment should also consider their past services, the
period of years they have already served and such other things may please be
given the minutest scrutiny so that they may reap the real benefit in this regard
at the bands of the 'Governmt_ant as regards pension, emoluments, length of
gervice _and also priority of service,

With these words, Sir, T again thank the Hon’ble Minister for the measures
he has taken.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I also want
to add a few words to the congratulatory words that have been uttered by my
hon. Friends, Mr. Chanoo Kheria and Mr., Phookan. Government really deserve
our thanks fO{' the very humane measure they have taken. As a matter of fact
the introduction of such a measure is long overdue. There is no reason why these
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people who are mainly responsible for
many other responsible jobs of the
a period of 30 long tedious years o
rest of their lives without any mea
Government to meet their needs,

the construction of our roads and for doing
Public Works Department should retire after
f service without pension and to remain for the
ns or without any steps being taken by the
requirements and grievances.

I would request the Governmen

t that while considering the lot of the Mohur-
rirs by this Resolution they must not

forget the cases of those other Government
servants who may be in the same cat

egory and I hope they will extend the same
sympathetic measure to those also who render their service to the Government.

Maulavi ABDUL HAI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I also as FEx-President
(laughter) of the Mohurrirs’ Association wish to associate myself with the words
of praise and congratulation that had been made by my hon. Friends. I am glad
to say that the present Government has surpassed the previous Governments in
this matter by bringing in this Resolution for ameliorating the condition of the
poor Mohurrirs, This has been a long-felt want of this particular section of the

servants of the Government. With these words, Sir, I associate myself with what
has already been said by my hon. Friends. -«

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM :
petition among the hon. Members for taking credit
Mohurrirs permanent now. Somebody must distrib

wise it would be an injustice. From that point of view credit Boes to the Hon’ble
Minister of Finance, for without his sanction, as far as the financial side js con-
cerned, it would not have been discussed on the floor today. But I find that in
giving credit for this effort, his name has not been mentioned (laugf,:er)_ The
efforts of the President or ex-Presidents of the Mohurrirs’ Association could not have
been successful in this regard had not the Finance

Minister given the required
sanction (laughter). So, Sir, in order to do justice I must give credit to the Hon’ble

Finance Minister. The Hon’ble Minister, Public Works Department hag also got a
share of the credit. As for the present President and ex-Presidents, more credit
goes to the ex-President than to the present President, Mr. Phookan,

Sir, there seems to be a. com-

for making the posts of the
ute the credit for this. Other-

Mr. Phookan is not only a

. President of the Mohurrirs’ Ag
the President of many official an

_ ohv sociation, but he is
d non-official associations (la

ughter).

I really congratulate the Government for taking such a measure
thing is not clear to me. I must bring this to the notice of the Gq
The Mohurrirs will be made permanent now and their Posts will be mage
sionable. May we know what will happen to those who already served for e;!l(-)
years and are on the verge of retirement ?  Will they be given increment io
sideration of their past service for so long' ? oons

But one

My next point is that if somebody has just retired before th
sion especially is given, will he also be given the sam
years of services ? Supposing a Mohurrir has retire
30 years, should he also be given this benefit.

be quite equitable and just if such cases are als
after all we are t

grievances.
have already

is benefit
e benefit owin o

d last year after g
As a matter of c

o taken into con
0 recognise their long services and

I think Government will be kind enough to
retired after doing public service for long.

I pen.
to his Jgp
erving ahoyt
Cnse, Sies Bt v

sideratiop,
to consider 41 because

_cor thej
do justice to tholsl;: 5?1%

The Hom’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir,
Members who have appreciated this Resolution and I a

opposed this. I also thank the Finance Department and
in this regard,

I thank 4
m glad thay the hon.

none hg
everybody for the hel;

. Ay
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For the work-charged Mohurrir there was no restriction as to the length of his
service ander Government. He could serve for 30 or 40 vears according to his
ability. So, this was an advantage for him. But when this Resolution will be
siven effect to, he must retire after doing 30 years of service, as is the case with
other Government servants. It is not a case for those who worked in the past
for consideration by Government. It is a case that their posts will be pensioxiql‘)ls
from the first April, 1949 whoever are in the list. e

The Eoxn’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

cc\Whereas the Public Works Department Mohurrirs are borne in Wo

- - s - . : rk-
charged establishment which rmeans that their pay is charged direct to the work
and not to regular establishment budget of Public Works Department, they —lr
not entitled to any pension atter their retirerment although they serve for lhi‘ric
yvears or more without interruption, nor are they entitled to leave, medical treaty
ment and travelling allowance to the same extent as enjoyed by the members o}‘
regular establishment and wherecas the All-Assam Public Works Department
Mohurrirs’ Association have been pressing again and again since 1927 for makin
this post permanent and pensionable swhich ciernan.cl was set off in the past for one
reascn or another and whereas the last Pay Comrmittee is of opinion that only
such staff as are engaged in connection with workxs which are likely to last for g
limited period should be work-charged and not others, this Assembly theriefore ig
of opinion that the Mohurrirs’ posts be made permanent and pensionable with

effect from 1st April, 19497,

The guestion was adopted.

The Homn’ble Srijut BrfSHNURAM MEDEIX : Sir, as the Report of the
Select Committee on the Assam Management of Estates Bill has already beenp
submitted, it can be presented on the 28th instant before the House. Other
suggestions in this respect may come forward from you.

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER : Yes. When the hon. Members have got
the copies, I think, it would not be inconvenient for them to table amend-
ments, if any., on the 28th instant.

Adjourmrment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A.Mm. on Monday, the 28th March,
1949.

SEHILLONG ! R. IN. BARUA,

T he 10th Fune 1949. Secretary, Legislative Ass:mbly, Assam
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