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Proccedings of the Sixth Session of the Second Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government of
India Act, 1935, as adapted

The Assembly ‘met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 1-30 p.M. on
Friday, the 18th March, 1949,

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. lLakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, the eight
Hon’ble Ministers and forty-seven Members.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

-
tilg
———a

Increased production of Endi, Muga and Pat in the Province

1
.w Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

10. Will Government be pleased to refer to the reply given to Unstarred
Question No.86(g) asked by the questioner on the 19th March 1948 during the
Budget Session, 1948 (at page 354 of the Assembly Proceedings) and state—

(@) What steps, if any, have been taken in furtherance of scheme
proposed to be undertaken for increased production of End:
Muga and Pat in the Province ?
(6) Whether there has been any increase in production of these commodi-
: ties on account of this scheme (the increase, if any, to be shown
t & Subdivision by Subdivision) ?
j ¢ (¢) Whether any of the proposed Endi Silk Farms have been established 2~
(d) Ifso, in which district ? ‘ '
(¢) If not, why not ?
i (f) How many, if any, private Sericulturists have been subsidised as
- . proposed .('glvmg the mames of the individuals, the amount of
B .\ money paid to each and the district to which they belong) ?
g) I

; s | 158
{ R cll.'lj ut BIM ALAPROSAD CHALIEIA‘ (Pa.n ]1amentary Secretary)

| : 10. (a)—Land for the opening of a Sericultural Fap :

b at North Lakhimpur and wgrk' has already started. Tilvl;n Ej;a?sggé‘:r}}acgmred
f are beiqg established one at Haﬂong in Cachar District and the J&lgfge:'
N - Amaguri in the Nowgong District. C_)ne Demonstration Farm is bej ad
B at Besseria, Tezpur. The work of laying out and construction of tu ng Ofpenc
£y one at Jowai and the other at Mgngaldai, is in progress S(;: no::w1 arms,
Demc_mstration Centres have been opened at Sadiya, in the.Cach‘;cr%- new
Khasi and Jaintia Hills District, etc., where Sericulture 15 eXPCCtedrt 1itr_10t,
Subsidies to the extent of Rs. 5,962 have been sanctioned to mulberryogf‘oﬁ‘éfs-

/ ? : during 1948.49. Twelve Science Graduates are now und .
- Sericultural Training, six at Mysore and six at Kollegal, Mzr(;lgl;)tlsng advan cd
4 (b)—As the scheme has started recently no appreciable- increase in -

production can be expected until it has been in operation for a few ‘years.
(¢)—Two Eri Seed Grainages are being established..
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d)—One at Haflong in North Cachar and the other at Amaguri in

the Mikir Hills area, two main centres of Eri Cocoon production.

(¢)—Does not arise. .
( f )—A list has been placed on the Library table.

Srijut GAUR1 KANTA TALUKDAR: Arc Government aware that the
Baska group of Mauzas in North Kamrup inhabited mostly by tribal people are
famous for Endi produgtion ?

Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA
It may be so, Sir.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR :
the question of establishing a centre in that locality ?

Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary):

That will be considered, Sir.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Will
different places in the South Bank of the Kamrup district ?

Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary):
As a matter of fact there was comtemplation to have centres in different places,
but on account of financial stringency many centres had to be curtailed. T fully

appreciate the view that there arc places besides those already selected where such
Subject to availability of finance and of trained personnel

(Parliamentary Secretary):

\VI” Government pfr*m;r- (:r,ngi(l('r

Government open different centres in

centres are necessary.
the question of opening more centres will be considered.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: With regard to the reply to 10 (a), will the hon.
“Parliamentary Secretary kindly explain the meaning of the term ‘Grainage’ stated
therein ? ' :

Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary):
This is for storage of disease-free seeds of Eri silk for distribution to rearers,

Alleged interference by Congress Workers in the day-to-day dutjes of
Government servants at Hailakandi

Babu BIDYAPATI SINGHA asked :

11. Will Government be pleased to state whether they have received report
to the effect that some persons alleged to be Congress workers generally interfere
with the day-to-day duties of Government servants at Hailakandi ?

The Homn’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :
11.—Government have received no such report.

Fixation of quota for C. I. Sheets

Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB of Sidli asked :

12. () Are Government aware that the quota of C. I. sheets are fixed not
by bundles, but by weight for the C. I. Sheet Dealers ? : ’
(22) That the authorities concerned in Assam distribute C. I. sheets to
the consumers by bundles and not by weight ?
(¢i¢) That the dealers import lightest quality of C. I. sheets at cheap rate

and earn undue profit by selling highest number of bundles at highest rate ?
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(zv) Do Government propose to make enquiry and put a stop to this
practice ?

- Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary) replied :
12. (i)—Yes.

(ii)—Yes. E T

(i1t)—The dealers import C. I. sheets of different gauges (light and thick).

The price of different varieties of C. I. sheets have been fixed according to quality.

Hence no consumers can be cheated by the dealers for this reason.
(1v) —Does not arise.

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: With regard to (i), may I know
when the quota of C.I. sheet is fixed not by bundles but by weight, why it cannot
be distributed by weight ?

Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary) Secretary: Dis-
tribution by weight will bring more complication. Of course, we SEt ft b_y
weight and the districts also allotted by weight, but I think retail distribution 18
made easy if taking into account the number of C.I. sheets, and it is done 1n
bundles. Generally there are two gauges of C.I. sheets one of 24 gauge and the
other 26 gauge. Ten bundles of 24 gauge C.I. sheets make a ton and 13 bundles
of 26 gauge C.I. sheets make a ton. I think, it will be difficult on the part of the
consumers to buy it by weight, so the permits are issued in bundles.

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA : With regard to (iii); may I know who
fixes the price ?

Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary): The
price is actually fixed by the Government of India, I mean the base price. To
this the expenses of transport, etc. have to be added. Thereis a general direc-

tive to the District Officers and the District Officers fix the prices in accordance
to that directive.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Is it nota fact that for different gauges of C.I.
sheets different prices are fixed ?

Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary): Yes,
Sir.

Condition of people of certain villages in Narpuh and Rymbai Doloiships

Mr. LARSINGH KHYRIEM asked : : :

13. Will Government be pleased to state :— . .
(@) Whether Government are aware that_ the people of Shiahruphi,
Umlawan, Musianglamare of Narpuh and RYmbal_ Doloiships are living now
in jungle roots ? :
g (8) Wicther any action has been taken by Government to relieve the
sufferings of these poor peoplehPc f
: - those * ‘ | :
é;')) Ilit: i?é?wxitetl?: Government propose to give them a gratuitous

relief -immediately ? ‘
The Hon’ble Sl‘ijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied:
\

few families of Umlawan, Shiah
185 (o) ort that only a pegvan; whid
Ruphi ag:g Mllﬁ;::rll of}jggre;sa r;cli" illages require some help due to failure of crops
from early rains angd partial destruction of crops by wild elephants,
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i the local CCTSs,

\b)—Yes, as recommended by L Ly nent i=—
anctioned hy FOVCrnt \

’ s - - ag been SanNc ) 3

w)—The following relief has

(i) Agricultural loan of Rs.210 qfvr Umlawan village and Rs.20
" for Shiah Ruphi village, ant

houses in Shijan Ruphi \‘illagc
-+ e .o-tax for O ey AL A
3 R(‘:l]clilsf'lfoiloc:lrsc.shr;:‘L‘\.Iusi:'.m-{ Lamare village ar Rs.2 cach,
a 1 : Mu t o>

(d)—Does not arise A

Mr.

LARSING KHYRIEM : With regard to the reply to 13(a), may I know -
from the

H ?
‘ho went t - Hre this ?
Hon’ble Minister the rank of the officer w O cnqui

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI_:_ The report is suhu?}itrcd to
overnment by the Subdivisional Officer. It is difficult to = it .“; l::ﬁ}\as
deputed to make this enquiry. Generally the Subdivisional Officer or a1 1cer

deputed by him makes such enquiry, but the report 18 submitted by the Subdivi.
sional Officer to Government, g

Mr. LARSING KHYRIEM: How many houses arc there in Umlawap
and Shiahruphy ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: I want notice of this Ques.

tion. It is a ney Question, Sir.

Eviction Work in Owguri Professional Grazing Reserve
Srijut HARINARAYAN BARUA asked :

14. Will Government be pleased to state-—

(4) Whether the eviction work in Owguri Mouza has been completed ?

() Whether Government- arc aware that the encroachers have re-entered
~ the Kowaimari grazing reserve ?

()

If so, what action they propose to take to stop re-entry by the encroa-
chers ?

(d) Whethey Government have lately received any resolution from - Teok
Ouza Rashtriya Sanmilan regarding No.I Km\;alman Grazing
eserve to start eviction work there immediately

(e) Ifso, what action Government propose to take in this respect

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

14. (a)-—-The
to Owguri Profe

r¢ is 1o Mouza Owguri by name. If the hon. Member refers
is in the aff

ssional Grazing Reserves, within the Simaluguri Mouza, the reply
I‘mative. - ﬁ-

(b)—No Yeéport has been received so far to this effect.

(¢)—Does not arise,

(d)—No such resolution appears to have been received.

(¢)—Does not arise,
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: SESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY, 1949 ‘ ;

_ Srijutt HARINARAYAN BARUA: Question 14() Sir,
HACF Gl v foyer Ifa S @ g Ffemes yabae AR -

FdERlal f{Eiee Tt % oofs: Retds @-wda 3187 ke g ¢

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: @2 sws 03
Tt FAtta it wify enquiry siFata 459 T | :

_ Srijut HARINARAYAN BARUA: Question 14(d) Sir,
HaGTCT @B et ¥R s @ S FRadlfy ey feics SRt
FIAT AT Fieed al¥wa ATw @9 WKSNT ®B Fy AFE @R fwgw Fnm
fS7b = ficatas 9sae By Izo Alcwa Ffam ?

The Hon’ble The SPEAKER: @Rih 994 240 #1251 Sitn ?
or*[7B1 ¢xts ¢ Whether Government have lately received any resolu-
tions from Teok Mauza Rashtriya Sanmilan regarding No.l
Kowaimari Grazing Reserve to start eviction work there immediat-
ely ? 7 @i Teas vtz ©“ No such resSlution appears to have been
received 7, :

iﬂl‘?ﬁiﬁ wiatg—* ‘resolution #istera #% ~ wie (Srdre CIFra—°° [T
ctim 71 TAlF \ettaecr Aetiaia supplementary 24 2 a@fest | 2919 \solR©
gigatata = 20« 9ty ciias |

Srijut HARINARAYAN BARUA: 492 7GR @ble 38 <9
2I*[Chta TR TAF Wi |

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER : (ia farapais w12 23 x|

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: I want to rise on a point of
personal explanation, Sir.

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Finance Minister will now

present the Supplemengary Statement of Expenditure. And then item No.3
will be taken up.

Presentation of the Supplementary Statement of Expenditure for
1948-49

The Hom’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: I beg to preseat the
*Supple_mentary Statement of Expenditure for the consideration of the House.
As the time is short, I do not propose to make any speech.

Regarding cartailment of days of the Budget Session of the
Assembly, 1949

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : As desired by several hon, Members
of the House, as it is also found from the agenda before the House that we
can shorten the Session by finishing the Government business earlier. So the
Assembly agenda may be prepared accordingly. I have consulted several hon.
Members of the Opposition and they all agree that the Session might be
shortened. : '

——

*Appendix ‘A’
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: So I would request the Leaders of the

- i o - [ = > - .

various Parties to meet me, if possible, to-day after the close of the day's
business.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : On behall of this side of
the House I would state that the hon. Chief Whip of the Government Party
sounded me yesterday as to whether we had any objection to the '-5"’”"“i“.‘{ ol
thc S('SSiOn. ICO“;UILCd my .["l'if?l'lds ;1[1(1 lll(’.}‘ Sillfl that ‘~llib]r‘lft to there l"'ll‘lg
no gagging of the speeches by Opposition Members theygvould agree 1o a curtail-
ment of the Session, by re-arranging the programme.

* Mr. C. W. MORLEY: We think the business can be casily got over by
a week; we have no objection.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : So the Session may be finished by 31st of
March.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: _'I'h(rr:: would be some diffi-
culties ag regards the Assam Managaement ol Estates Bill. T have called the mee-
ting of the Select Committee on the 23rd. If the Report is ready, it is proposed to

€ presented to the House on the 30th or 31st M“"le- If the question of presenting
the Bil] 7 days before consideration is waived then it may be possible to  shorten
the Session. This matter is very urgent and it should be finished in this Session.

.. “Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: The question of  notice
will not be insisted on.

*Mr. C. W. MORLEY : We can finish on the 31g(.

*Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: [ shall try to finish it on the 23rd. 1
have_ fixed 9 A.m. for the mecting of the Select Committee., Mecantime if the
question  of notice is waived, I have no objection.

*Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I think the best way
to sh'ortfan the Session will be for you to call a conference of Leaders of all
arties in your room. Then we can see how best we edh do it

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Do you want to sit to-day after the close of
the business of the day ? '

*Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 have got an engage-

ment,. with my optician ag 3-30 p.m. If I can gct leave bhefore quarter to
four then we can agree.

*Srijut BISHNURAM MEDgI: To-day th(; time is so short that it
may be necessary to extend the sitting by a few minutes to give my reply.
That factor should be taken into consideration.

“Maulavi  Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Then we can sit
tomorrow in the morning.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well, then we can sit at 9-30 a.m.
tomorrow.

#*Speech not corrected.
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Personal explanation by the Hon’ble Srijut Omeo Kumar Das in
connection with certain statements made by the Leader of the Opposition.

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have to*
rise on a point of personal explanation. Yesterday ducring the discussion on the
Budget, hon. Leader of the Opposition while cri.ticising the Budget
provision for political sufferers was mentioning  slightingly ~about the
martyrs of 1942, he was interrupted by a Member from this side and the
hon. Leader of the Opposition stated that he could give a crushing reply
to him but he did not want to take the time of the House und I from this
side requested him to do it. Sir, it was unfortunate that the hon. Leader of
the Opposition should mention slightingly ,lhc martyrs of 1942 for whose
sacrifices India is [ree to-day. Sir, the House will remember the days of Decem-
ber 1941 when Mr. Saiyid Mullammad Saadulla’s Cabinet was thrown out by

a vote of no-confidence by the House and the Constitution had to be suspended till

August 1942 and how on the 25th August after havil}g c]appcd_ into jail not less
than 16 members of the House, he was brought to Ministry by the P_ahﬁl%clﬂ:r— 1
was surprised to find him trying to justify the repressive policy he had to take
in 1942, ’ B

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Is it a personal explanation
or a reply-to my speech, Sir ?

“—~The Hon’ble Srijut OMEOQ KUMAR PAS: Dhekiajuli and Gohpur inci-
dents were subjected to trial in the court and what were the findings of the trying
Judge ? He could not justify the firing. Kanak Lata, Makunda Kakoty, Manbar
Nath, Mahi Koch, Sarunath, Tileswar and_many others were shot dead for the

offence of hoisting the nati‘énal.f[:—ié-_ﬁﬂﬁzi_pmn Ei{(ﬁhgri’s dca}_ll_},yaspeg_e_n more tra-
gic. His dead body was discovered on the roadside 2 miles away from the Dhekia-
juli Police Station. The country remembers how Captain Fienz behaved in those
days ostensibly under the orders of the then Government. I as member of the
Enguiry Committee set up by the Assam Provincial Congrcssmoung
evidence, which go to show that hie wanted to hasten the death of a dying man
who was wounded and was being attended to by a Doctor, pointing a revolver
at him and saying—*“He is a Congress man, let me finish _him.”

Lastly while criticising Suppmﬁé' he brought into the debate a mis-report
about my so-called fast which was published in the papers and afterward correc-
ted ; I do not know what connection it has to the debate. Sir, he referred to
the recent appointments in the Supply Department of Pakistani Hindus. I do
not want to emulate him in his tactics to appeal to the communal sentiments.

"The country knows thoroughly well the tragic events consequent on the partition
of India and creation of Pakistan and will treat the hint he has given with the
contempt it deserves. it

Once being a champion of partition of India and a staunch supporter for Pakis-
tan he was objecting only to the Pakistani Hindus who opted for the Indian Union.
I fail to find what connection it has to the debate. He mentioned bungling in the
Supply Department. Well, Sir, I do not want to rake up the past when Supply
the was portfolio of the hon. Leader of the Opposition and I was only a legatee, -

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I wish, Sir, that you
would have allowed my objections to the Hon’ble Minister making a statement....

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : HHe was giving his personal explanation. You
mentioned about his fast, but he said that he did not fast.

*Speech not corrected.
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Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SA ADL.FLLA : But it was mr'mulmct.i in
apers, Sir, and it was not cummdu:md: \\!ul_cwr that may be, I -_n‘-} o
thifr&iné, Sir, but I would only like to point out that he as a Member of the
.an])inct in the ordin:n‘}: course knows that he iu;u;. no rf;'ht.t-;_ speak 't‘i uuil:(.ifllg. to
the conventions that this !-Ir,{usc has been ubu-rvan-._f. that is, in general ¢ m.f:tsm'n
of the Budget after the private .\‘lf.’n;ﬂwrs and the i,r;;:irl of the ( ,E‘J-!l'o’_\llln" s
speeches it 1s the Hon’ble Finance Minister alone who speaks on behali of Governs
ment. But you have allowed the l-Iun’h_I(-. Mr. ( Jmm's Kumar Das to make a long
statement, and not a ““personal explanation” accordingly.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : e is making

a personal explanation and [
cannot deny him the chance of explanation,

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If he is explaining about
the conduct of the Supply Department, then the previous portion of his specch
ought to go out of the record. 1 criticised his administration of the Supply
Department—that he was a member of the Congress Enquiry Committee <ot up
in 1942 is neither here nor there. but you have allowed him  to make a political
statement. In all fairness, Sir, you should have given me a c¢iance to refute his
statement.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. the Leader of the Opposition
invited the trouble to himself. He had no business to cast an aspersion on the
Hon’ble the Supply Minister the otltr day.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
chance to make a reply ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER -

Then you won't give me a

I am sorry. No.

Reply by the Hon’ble Finance Minister on the
Budget

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHN URAM MEDHI -
set I convey my thanks to all hon. Members of this H
they have received the Budget and for 4
and for the words of sympathy and chee
have been pleased to send i

general criticismg of the

Mr. Speaker, Sir, at the out-
ot ouse for the way in which
ppreciating my difficulties in Preparing it
r that the hon. Members from all sides

to me in this difficult task of i :
! ' : - wUit task of preparing the Budget at a
time when the country is passing through a financial crisis. It will not be Dpossiblc

for me, Sir, to reply to all the questions that have been raised on the floor of the
Hcuse and the valuable suggestions that have been made by the hon. Members

I, however assure :
L > assure the hon. Members generally that
all the suggestions will be tak ninto consideration and the Governinent wi]l try
to remove all reasonab i

le grievances of difle it i :
£oll 5 ; ] rent constituencies brough to our
notice in their Budget discussioy provided funds permit. %

Before going into the general debate on t i
> ; ne the Budget I would like to reply to
the points raised by Babu Bidyapatj Singha. He has raised the question that
on account of the rige j in Si

L n the house rent cjectme
and Hailakandi. Tn this connection I would 1

d T MOW, under which there is ample provision
for redress of his grievances, I want to draw hjs attention to Section 4 in which

it is provided that the Court can fix o fair rent of a house and the house-rent
cannot be increased without the sanction of the Court provided that house-rent
is the same as was realised between 1st January 1943 and September 1943. Then
I would also draw his attention Scction 6 which says—:‘No order or decres
for the recovery of possession of any hoyge shall be made or executed so long as
the tenant pays rent to t,l}e full extent allowable under this Act and performs the
conditions of the tenancy”. B

nt has been going on in Silchar -
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In view of this, there need be no anxiety that people have beén ejected on
account of exhorbitant rent realised by the landlords. Here is the remedy, the
people can go to the Court to avail of the salutary provision of Rent Control
Act. '

Then, Sir, I share the anxiety of my hon. Friend, Maulavi Abul Kashem,
when he raised the question of prevention and also' treatment of T-B. patients.
[ can assure him that with our present financial limitations we are making our
utmost for expansion of accommodation for treatment of patients suffering from
this disease. We have given a subsidy to the Jorhat Missionaries to construct a
house to accommodate T.B. patients there. We have increased the number of
seats in the T.B. Hospital at Shillong to 26. We have also accepted the donation
from Mr. Gupta of Silchar on-condition of his agrecing construction of a separate
ward in the Givil Hospital there for 'I'.B. patients so that the managen

nent could
be done by the staff of the Civil Hospital. All these are being done in this res-

pect. But I would like to drawgghe attention jof the House to the fact that mere
treatment or mere prevention of this malady will not solve this very acute prob-
lem. To solve it we have to fight from all sides.

We must have a balanced
diet, a protective diet for both the young and old persons who live in our
vince.  For this reason I readily agreed w

hon. Friend, Srijut Bijoy Bhagavati, when he urged increased production of milk
and fish which are the two very important protective foods which can give our
system the resisting power against this deadly disease. There are so ‘many T.B..
CAsCEs In our country that it is not possible to accommodate them all in our hos--
pitals. For its prevention we must teach our people how to prevent the spread!
of the disease and show to them the method of such prevention: one of which is to

burn all sputum that comes out of a T'.B. patient. So, Sir, I hope with the co=
operation of the House and the public outside

: we could fight this fell disease from
all sides and find out ways and means to solve this acute problem.

pro-
ith the proposal put forward by my

As regards other diseases, the Medical Department and the Public Health
Department are trying their utmost to combat, I had been recently to Garo
Hills and I found a lot of Kala-azar patients there. It is really heart-rending

Sl;g}:tli;?lsc'e such misery in our country, but we have got no magic wand
y which we can produce mi all the diseases and sufferings

et Th racle and remove

case T omit Lo reply to any. definis s last 150 years’ foreign rule. In
want of time I would request those hon. = Membe. nggnt' e
}:hose suggestions would not - be taken Into consideration I?fI aC.? li ) u‘aS'
in - charge of different Departments always take them int y _g eatg_ ¢

and will try to remove the reasonable grievances of al] the constitu?a S cr;." ‘OI;;
our funds permit, I convey our thanks on behalf of Overnmentﬁcm&as Mar o

for giving valuable constructive suggestions and the way in which Oh i TO}‘ eg.
the Budget. The Hon’ble the Premier is prepared to make a statem ot s d.
ing the Industrial policy and other matter connected with big indc_fncpt legilr-. y
case the House wants to get detailed information Tegarding th U}g}:m_asdan in
proposed to be taken up by the Government. > § the big in u_st‘nes

I am also glad that my hon. Friend Mr. Morle , 15 in .

our policy fOrg surrendering the surplus land m)}:: I‘equz?;raer?érag{;em?n;wath.

‘assure him that sufficient land if required by the Industry f Tt us]tr e
tation, will be allowed to be retained by the Industry, ¥ ho;: nex;lv pfa:«le
given the Industry the option of surrendering such portion ofa‘{ﬁ tlenzloas_
they consider surplus to requirement. I hope he Will persuade. l?is atcr:)nsti-
tuents to surrender such portion as is not required for Tea industr In case
however, they fail to do so, Government will _be forced tq introducey‘le islation,
for the purpose. 1 can inform the Tea mndustry throyeh Mr Mo;-igey that
the Government will consult the Industry and thge represen?ative ;)f the holders
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of grant at concession rate before introducing any such legislation. 1 may remind
him that the Assam Assessment of Revenue Free Waste Land Grants Act was also
drafted in the line of our agreed decision arrived at between Government, Tea

Industry and other representatives in an informal conference.

General income-tax is levied on manufactured portion of income of tea at
the rate of 5 annas in the rupee and we propose to raise the rate from annas
0-2-6 to annas 4 annually for the agriculture portion of net income of tea (with a
concession at the original rate to small Tea companies carning not more than
Rs.25,000 for which the original rate has been retained).  He should not grudge
to pay annas 4 per rupee of net income to the province while he is paying annas
5 for other portion of the income-tax to the Government of India. In case of loss,
however, no company will be liable to pay agricultural income-tax.

As regards the question of Prohibition I ite agree with him and in this
-.connection I want to give him certain infm'm:nirm%liffh I have just collected in
order to show what steps have been taken by Government for Prohibition. As an
experimental measure, we have settled the Margherita and Ledo liquor shops on
- condition that those shops remain closed on pay day and the day following and we
have not allowed them to sell to anyone more than one bottle at a time in place of
3 bottles allowed in other places and we have raised the duty also from Rs.15 to
Rs.17-4-0. Further, we are not supplying only 60 U. P. liquor to rach shop. As
regards the question as to the increased revenue from excise, I may inform that it
is due to higher rate of duty imposed on liquor in furtherance of the policy of
of ultimate Prohibition and also of preventing illicit distillation to a great extent,
We have stopped liquor shops in certain subdivisions such as Barpeta where
it has proved to be a great success. We have also ordered to remove such
shops from unsuitable places to suitable places. These are the steps taken by
Government from time to time and this will continue until total Prohibition is

taken up after we eradicate the opium evil from the province. A

Lastly, Sir, I convey my thanks also to the hon: Leader of the Opposition
for congratulating me in taking a bold stand against the iniquitous award at
the end of his speech in order to cover his criticisin with a coat of sugar.

. I was, however, surpriscd to find that the learned Leader of the Upposition
instead of joining mc in paying respectful homage to the known and unknown
martyrs who had sacrificed their lives and in sending greetings to those comrades
who sacrified their property and were permanently disabled and incapacitated due
to violent action on the part of the Government in connection with the non-
violent struggle for attainment of independence under the able leadership of
the Father of the Nation and of expressing his gratetful admiration for bringing
‘Independence’ to us by their heroic sacrifices goes out of his way to speak not
only disparagiagly buf also to dub our heroic comrades as sabotcurs and persons
engaged in arsons, etc.

I am, however, gratified to say that at least two of his ardent followers on the
first day of discussion joined with me in paying homagc to them and associated
with my proposal of giving relief to the political sufferers.

I had no alternative but to raise my humble protest against such uncalled for
and outrageous attitude of the Leader of the Opposition. I hope, he will pardon
me. Ifin doing so, I had to place some unpalatable truth before this House and
leave the hon. Members and the public outside (o judge his acts of omission and
commission as agent of his Imperial Master and have their own inference.

As the followers of Mahatmaji, We want to forgive and forget as to what
happened during our str uggle for independen ce—specially after the attainment of
independence. In view, however, of the uncalled for remark I have heen forced
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to show the other side of the shield and the part that had been played by the Leader

of the Opposition in this grim life and death struggle only by way of defending my
honoured comrades who suffered and sacrificed their lives and are all. absent and
unable to give an appropriate reply to this uncalled for remark dubbing them as
saboteurs. '

I need not narrate here in detail how the country was forced by circumstan-
ces to adopt the famous ‘‘Quit India’ Resolution on the 8th August, _194'3:
extending the hand of fellowship on equal terms and how instead of responding to
the appeal of Mahatmaji the entire nation was subjected to an orgy of violence
and repgession, throughout the length and breadth of the country, after arresing
the leaders, with the help of the subservient agents of the Imperial Masters.

Soon after the adoption of the Resolution at Bombay, demanding transfer .Of
power to the peoples representatives and before people of Assam could have heard
the contents of the Resolution, all the important Leaders and M. L. As in Assam
including my humble self were arrested on the morning of the 9th August, 1942.

.

Soon alter our arrest, the Leader of the Opposition came by the l?ac}_{ door
during our absence in jail and assumed charge of the responsibility of
Government probably under a secret pact with his British Masters to carry out
a policy of repression and to unleash the orgy of violence throughout the length
and breacdth of Assam. In pursuance of that sccret pact the Leader of _thc
Opposition sent out Military and Armed Forces to carry on their depredation
and ‘the so-called peaceful mission of killing and shooting at sight innocent
girls and young men and men engaged in guarding houses at night or when
assembled for a feast. T may mention a few instances only and give the names
of those martyrs who were shot and killed. They were not carrying on any
secret movement but were engaged in their peaceful non-violent activities.

Goalpara
Nidhan Rajbongshi ... ... Killed by bayonet charging while
sleeping in  his dwelling house
at night while a police party went
there on the plea of rcalising
punitive fine.

_ Barpeta
Madan Chandra Burman of) Killed by police ﬁriﬁg while returning
Bhogpur. from a public meeting.
Rowta Kachari of Barsadari ...
Pame X ... Invalidated by pelic® firing.
Tezpur '

Kan.aklata of Gohpur' ... i) Ki.]led by police firing while procecd-

ing peacefully towards Thana for

Mukunda Das of Gohpur hoisting the national flag

Mahibar Manbar of Dhekiajuli
Tileswari of Dhekiajuli...
Mother of Golaknath of Dhekiajuli
Sarunath Chutia of Dhekiajuli”
Dayal Panika of Dhekiajuli
Mangal Kurku of Dhekiajuli
.Maniram Kachari of Dhekiajuli...

|
|
. rKilled by police firing while assembled
} in a meeting,

e
“re
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Nowgong

Kalai Koch of Senchoa-Bebejia.. )
f\Killcd by police firing.

Hemkanta Bora of Hatigarh

Tilak Deka of Barapujia ... Killed by revolver shot while on sentry
duty on his refusal to stop the

blowing of the horn.

v
Gunabhi Bardoloi of Bhakatgaon Killed by police firing.
Hemkanta Patar of Barapujia ... Killed by police firing.
L 4

Bhogeswari Phukanani of Barham-"

pur. |
Balo Sgt of Barhampur... ... ¥Killed by police firing while assembleg
Thangt Sut of Barhampur ... | for a feast at B:\rh;uu;mr.
Lakhikanta Hazarika of Barham- |

pur. J

All these persons, both men and women, and young girls were noy
engaged in any secret movement, they were doing everything openly in g
non-violent way. These are few of the names of those who were actually
murdered and shot at sight. There was no question of sabotage at all. No
follower of Mahatma Gandhi indulged in the act of sabotage. These men ,angd
women sacrificed their lives and property not for their own sake but for the sake
of the country’s freedom. Instead of getting admiration from the Leader of the
Opposition they are being dubbed as saboteurs. 5

Had not the Leader of the Opposition and men of his ways of thinking
sided with their Imperial Masters and refused to carry out their behest to
organise mass killing of innocent persons, .tl'zc country could have peen saved
from the travails of this organised mass killing and orgy of violence and the
history of this struggle for independence could have been written differently,
Does it now lie in the mouth of such a person who as head of Government was
responsible for shooting and killing so many unarmed innocent persons, making
still a large number permanently invalid and disabled due to the use of violence
by the Police and Military under him, to say that those Very martyrs and

olitical sufferers were saboteurs ? These comrades of ours who bravely exposed
their chest and faced the bullets drew the admiration even of thege persons who
shot at them. Has the Leader of the Opposition found any evidence to cannect
any one of these valiant comrades whom 1 have described as political sufferers

with any act of alleged arson or violence ?  Who knows  that the agent-

provocateurs and other miscreants took advantage of chaos and disorder created
by lionel violence of Government headed by the Leader of the Opposition and
their agents, to meet their own ends, set fire to the houses and did something
against the accepted principle of non-violence ?

The pampered Police and Military who were |ma1nly engaged in pursuing
the peaceful open activities of the non-violent Cor}gressmen abandoned their
ordinary duty of tracing the real offender connected with arson and other crimes,
some of them might have taken advantage of looting that_tOOk pIZ_lcc in the
name of collecting collective fine without fear of b_emg punished. To
cover their own inefficiency of tracing out the real culprits they might have
submitted false reports sometimes on the statement of those who themselves
committed the crimes and which was readily swallowed by the then Government
who at their pleasure issued a fiat imposing collective fines on the innocent people
and thereby giving a fresh handle to Police and Military to oppress them. Under

&
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these circumstances our Government was convinced that” the collective fine was
realised from innocent persons and decided to refund the same. The amount
is only 2 lakhs and 85 thousand. It may appear just a little sum in comparision
with what other sums have been squandared by the Leader of the Opposition.
The Leader of the Opposition takes great pride for his long association in the
Executive Government of Assam and his being the head of the Assam Adminis-
tration for more than a decade. Let me place the balance sheet of his doing
during this period for the consideration of the Members of this House as well as
the public outside. During the whole tenure of administration we have not
seen any action on his part for improvement of the finance of the Province. But
he was found to add and substract like an accountant the income and expenditure
in his attempt to balance the Budget without any policy or plan for development
of the province as a whole. He had not the courage to launch any taxation
measure lest it might offend his master, the friend of the capitalist, and was
carrying out the old policy of appeasing his master and the British
capltalists, and was earning his salary without much trouble. His yesterday’s
pleading not to increase the Agricultural Income-Tax will give some indi-

cation as to the direction his mind is still working even under the new
set-up of things.

The Congress Coalition Government introduced :—
(1) The Assam Agricultural Income-Tax,
(2) The Assam Amusement and Betting Tax,

(3) The Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation Act,
(4) The Assam Taxes on the Sale of Motor Spirit and Lubricant.

All these taxation measures were carried in the House in spite of vehement
opposition of the Leader of the Opposition and the European Group. These four
taxation measures brought on an aggregate of more than Rs.4,18,0¢,000 (four
crores, 18 lakhs) to the depleted provincial Exchequer up to the time when he
relinquished office in February, 1946. The entire 4 crores of rupees was frittered
away by him during this period without establishment of a High Court, a
University, a Medical College, a Veterinary College, an Agricultural College,
Ayurvedic Collage, Engineering School or College, Police Training School or any
other important technical institutions for training of personnel.

During this period he encouraged mass immigration of the Muslims with the
able  assistance of his underlings—Maulvi Munawwar Ali and Maulvi Abdul
Matin Chaudhury—under a plan to convert Assam into a Muslim majority
province to include it in his dream land of Pakistan.

Even before this period his endeavours all along was to support
) . ¢ g n ho
would bring Muslims into the Province and he has himself ad.lr)rI:il:teda tl%a? nﬁe “;las
been doing so since 1924.

His figures and dream that 18 million acres of land which he said d b
under cultivation has no basis on facts and he himself admits thats tlhe CE;uc:c ig
cxaggerated and arbitrarily reduced the same to 9 million acres.

: z SR ! In this connec-
tion he has forgotten to take into consideration 13 million acres of land which is
included in the Hills.

Regarding his claim for land—that there are sufficient waste land for culti-
vation in the province—I would ask him to go to Nowgong and Lakhimpur and to
see for himself what is the condition of the Assamese Muslimsg there. We have
not been able to provide land to them. Of course, Sir, it i ver); fine to give



208 GOVERNMENT REPLY ON BUDGET DISCUSSION (1811 MAR

lecture here. I have been moving from district to district and 1 know the condition
of the people. In spite of our best effort, we have not been able 1o provide any
land to the landless people or those without an economic holding. [In order to
make it clear I should like to show from the latest available figures that heis in the
dream land.

Assam with an area of about 50,000 sq. miles contains as much as 6,659
8q. miles under forest and still a larger area of about 30,000 sq. miles included in
the Hills. The Brahmaputra Valley which is about 400 miles in length and
50 miles in breadth except at its western end hemmed in all sides by the mighty
mountains right through the Valley courses Brahmaputra throwing numerous
‘chars’.

1. The riverain area,
2. ‘Rupit Mahals,

3. Submontane areas.

The Rupit Mahal is thickly populated by indigenous people who previous ta
the advent of the Muslim immigrants from Fast Bengal had utilised the riverain
area for pan cultivation for the purpose of growing the deficit winter crops and
as pasturing grounds for buffaloes and cattle which give milk and its product,
In between the two World Wars an unrestricted, ill-regulated and unplanned
immigration was unleashed and the riverain and the Rupit Mahal areas were
invaded till at last even the tribal areas of the submontane areas - ere being
overrun under a plan to convert Assam into Pakistan under the leadership of the
Leader of the Opposition while we were all kept in Jail. The submontane areas
are the habitat of 20 lakhs of plains tribal and backward people including ex-tea
garden labourers. They were all incapable of protecting themselves against the
aggressive elements from outside specially the East Bengal Muslims who were
constantly encroaching upon their cultivation either by actual force or by threat of
violence under the connivance and some times under encouragement of the
Ministry including the Leader of the Opposition. The popular conscience was
roused to such an extent at this policy pursued by the Leader of the Opposition
as Premier to convert Assam into a Muslim majority Province. Even the Leader
of the Opposition, to make his position sccure in his Gadi was forced to acice
the formation of a tribal belt, and to transfer the portfolio of R evennaits
Srijut Rohini Kumar: Chaudhury, if I remember aright. '

‘I he number of landless cultivators with uncconomic holding will run to seve-
ral lakhs, and result of the economic survey of the rural areas, as I have already
indicated, show that there is not sufficient land to provide CCOn’omic holdings even
to the landless flood-affected people outside the tribal belt, :

In a recent sifting Departmental enquiry it was found that about 2,21,000
acres o:_:lly (in all villages having more than 200 bighas) were available before 