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Proceedings of the Fifth Session of the Second Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government of
India Act, 1935.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 10 AM., on
Fhursday, the 23rd September, 1048, '

PRESENT

e At o -

The Hon’ble Mr. Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, seven Hon'ble
Ministers and forty-seven Members.

e

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

(Starred Question No.23 standing in the name of Srijut Bhadra Kanta Gogoi
was taken up alter the Unstarred Questions were finished as the hon. Questioner
was absent at the time of calling out the Question.)

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table.)

Ban on the Assam Tribune

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE asked :

57. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) Whether it is a fact that the Assam Government have stopped subscri-
bing the Assam Tribune for Government offices, and have
withdrawn Government advertisements and Press Notes, etc.,
from it ?

(b) 1 so, the reasons for taking such action against the only English
Daily of the Province ?

(¢) Whether such action has been taken against any other journal of
Assam ?

(d) Whether Government are aware that no other Provincial Govern-
ment in the Indian Union has taken against any newspaper such
action as has been taken by the Assam Government against the
Assam Tribune ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the Government of Assam have also
approached the Central Government, the Assam Rallwz_iys and
Posts and Telegraphs Departments to stop their advertisements

. in that paper ? :

(f) Whether Government arc aware that their action against the paper
has caused widespread protest and indignation and popular resent-
ment ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to withdraw the ban and restore the
supply of Government advertisements and Press Notes, etc., to
the Assam Tribune ?
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The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA replicd :

570 (a)""'""Ymc

(b)—Government have been compelled to take this step on account of
the sustained and malicious misr‘t';nrrv'nt wition of Government and scurrilous
attacks on certain Hon’ble Members of the Cabinet.

(¢)—No.

(d)—Government have no information.

(e)—-f;'r)vcrnmr:nt regret that thrty cannot disclose the contents of the
communication with the Government of India on the subject without the permis-
sion of that Government.

( f)—Yes, Government arc aware that a certain section of people has not

been able to see eyc toO €yc with (;nw-_n}mrml’w gesture of disapproval against
t. But Government have also noticed that those

the said paper’s policy and conduct. b ' ‘ .
people have been completely misinformed and misled in respect ol the Govern-

ment order.
(g)—Government
to the principles of healthy

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: Regarding (_)_ll('slif)ll (b), Sir, win
the Hon’ble Minister be pl(:ascd to state whether any steps  were taken by the
Government to refute the malicious misrepresentation of (.'r’n-r-rnmc-nr and
scurrilous attacks on certain Hon’ble Ministers made in the paper :
ulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA : It is stated in

overnment had been compelled to take steps by withdraw-

and besides that no other step was taken.

may consider the question when the paper conforms
and responsible journalism.

The Hon’ble Ma
the answer, Sir, that G
ing the press privi]egcs,
Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE : Sir, my question has not been

My question is what action was taken to refute malicious misrepre-

answered. i ] ) us
t and scurrilous attacks on certain Hon’ble Ministers.

sentation of Governmmen

The Hon’ble Mau]ana MAHOMED TAYYEBUILLA : I have said that
no other step besides what I have stated in the answer was taken,

Maulavi MAHAMM
through the Government Pu

The Hon’ble Maulana
not contemplate to take any s

AMMAD ROUFIQUE : Sir, is it not the duty of th,
malicious misrepresentation through the Pub“City

AD ROUFIQUE: May I know why no ste
blicity Department ? P was taken

OMED TAYYEBULLA: Govern )
té\gAggyond what had already been taken. ment  djq

Maulavi MAH
Government to refute all these
Department ?

The Hon’ble Maulan

2 MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA : Government do
not think so. _

*Mr. HARENDRA NATH SARMA: In reply to Question (e), Sir
Government has stated that they cannot disclose the contents of the  communica-
tion with the Government of India on the subject without the permission of that

* Speech not corrected.
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Government.  But may I know the result of the communication made with the
Postal and Telegraph Departments and the Railway authorities ?

The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA: Except with
the Cientral Government, no other communication was made, Sir.

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: May 1 know from Government,
Sir, whether there is one single paper wherein misrepresentation of facts and
attacks on Government were not published in the Province as well as in whole of

India ? Can one single paper be named ?

The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA: How can it be
answered, Sir ?

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: In Question (d), Sir, it was ;_askf:d x
“Whether Government are aware that no other Provincial Government in the
Indian Union has taken against any newspaper such action as has been taken by
the Assam Government against the Assam Tribune”, and the reply given 1is:
“Government have no information”. May I know f{rom the Hon !)lc_ Minister
of Information whether it is not the duty of the Minister to keep this important
information ?

The Hon'’ble Maulana MAHOMED 'l‘AYYEPIJLLAE I do nor: :11:1111;
Government should ask other Governments to give the information, as 1t was no
thought to be necessary.

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: Sir, after reccipt of the Q“CS“f"»
did Government try to consult whether any such similar step was cver taken
by any other Provinces ?

The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA: No, Sir, it was
not considered necessary.

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: Sir, was it not an important
matter to ask for information ?

The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA: It is a matter of
opinion, Sir.

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE : Sir, is the communication made
with the Government of India confidential ?

The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOME!) . TAYY:EBULLA: . Yes, Sir, it is
confidential, not to be disclosed ‘in the public interest’.

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: As regards Que§t10n (fg),m Sltl-, 316
reply is ¢“Government may consider the question wh’?n ﬂlI::/Ipi:pcIl Ii?llolvgl ﬁ'on")l tl?c::
principles of healthy and responsible Journallsn’{ s da§ Besolotion passed
Hon’ble Minister whether the Government has received a 1€ Ot w't?dsse
recently in a Press Advisory Board meeting requesting Government to withdraw

: ) e P
the ban, and, if so, what action has been taken on 1t !

~ Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA: In thf: Pre_ss
Advi'slc‘,l:; g):rd?;eResoh:;ion was passed to the effect that for better relationship
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between the Press and the Government, the ban on the paper

and a request was made. !

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE:
ment has proposed to take on that request ?
MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA: It is under

t, Sir.

be withdrawn 3

.\I-!)‘ I know “‘]l.l! .uli--n Govern-

The Hon’ble Maulana
consideration of the Governmen

Mr. HARENDRA NATH SARMA :

Sir, may I know from Government whether any steps have
the position so that the minds of the public would be clear on this point ?

The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA : Yes, Sir, at
the Press Conference held recently the Dircctor of Publicity has made the p..r,g;i.m
absolutely ciear 3 Press Advisory Board which met on Septem-

. and also in the
ber 15, 1948.
Mr. HARENDRA NATH SARMA : Isita fact, Sir, that in the first Pres
decided that they have ll.t‘::

Conference of Journalists, it was 'lln;mi{lmu:f!}-
of the Publicity Officer ?

approved of the action
aulana MAHOMED

er given at Question

With reference to Question 57(f)
been taken to clarify

TAYYEBULLA :  The hon,

The Hon’ble M .
No.57(/ )-

Member is referred to the answ

Director of Publicity, Assam

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE asked :
58. Will Government be pleased to state-—
(a) the name, nationality, and the qualifications of the Director of
Publicity, Assam, his pay, and other emoluments ?
(b) What are the duties he has to perform as Director of Publicity ?
(¢) Isit a part of his duty to refute unfounded and unr(:u-;on.'.b[c
criticism against Government published in newspapers ? ’
(d) Is propaganda work a part of his dutics ? '
(e) Is it a fact that he has been carrying on a propaganda in fa E
' of exchange of Muslim population of Assam with Ben :‘iuc
Hindu population of Pakistan ? gale
1 of Government ?

If so, has this propaganda the approva 1
t proposc Lo take proper action against thijg

‘(g) If not, do Governmen
officer ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MAHEOMED TAY

h Chandra Bhattacharjce.

National (bonafide Assamesc)-
der the carc and guidance

B. A. Standard un :
unath Paranjpye. He was on

d then the Chief Editor and

Before joining the Assam
er, Rescarch and Reference
india, Department of

YEBULLA replied :

58. (a) —Name—Shri Sures
Ne:.;lﬁxﬁahty-—'[ndian Union
alifications—He read upto
c:}fltheégttc.ll:okamanya Tilak and Dr. Sir - Razgh
ft:)s: 1or:1a staff of the Bombay Chronicle an
s&loveg:g;nytf hgropmetorcof the Rangoon Mail.
he was a Counter-propa anda Offic

Officer and Information Officer in gmg Governm:?nt of 1

Information and Broadcasting
astin
Pa —Rs.1.000— 2 3 =
Y s 00 50 |,200 for a pcrlod Qf 5 years' N() Other CII]O]UlnentS-
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(6)—To initi: and i leme 3

/ initiate  and implement measures to p P
~r . . - - cor ranise » Yo

Department which he has been d".'".-L'r for some months {“ll)\\' in”f!:'u'bh“ty
guiding and dirccting routine publicity work through the Prcqs‘((lm?n 3
leaflets, pamphlets and other channels  and media, of the various ¢ ﬁlll -:!lorms,
s “onstructive

policies, progress and achievements of the Government in the Var
arious

departments.
(=Y, it is
refute such statements and
hgures as are  deemed to be
plll)fl(‘ Interest,
4)—Yes, generally speaking propaganda forms part of publicity

(
(¢)—No.

)& (g)——Do not arise.

normally one of the duties of hijs Department

('ull‘("(]_(“:\.llt‘ll h.rscl‘vss or misleading facts 'm“;

allecting  the Government and | are 'xgw‘in(
. ARXS St

——

g M:lul_:u:i I\_IAI-I{\MMAI) _ROUFIQ.UE: With reference to Oyest:
‘\n..‘;ﬂg:),_ls it a lact, Sir, that this gentleman was away  from this Pro .-kuf‘“'p“
the last 25 years before he joined this job in Assam ? Ovince for

The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA : Yes, Sir. h
2 > L

was away for long years ; but I do not know the number of vears.

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: Isita fact that, on account of
this, he is not quite acquainted with the true feelings of the people in ﬂ?c

Province ?

The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA: It is a matter
of opinion, Sir.

*Mr. HARENDRA NATH SARMA : Isit a fact that the services of the
Director of Publicity have only been lent by l}lt‘. Central Government or whether
his primary services were under the Central Government and drawn away {rom

them ?
The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA: Tke answer

has already been given in 58(a).
*Mr. HARENDRA NATH
mcets my point, Sir.

The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA: He has been
appointed Director of Publicity ; and the required informations have been given

SARMA : But 1 do not find that that reply

in the reply.

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: Isita fact that this gentleman
never refuted baseless and incorrect statements that appeared in the Press ?

The Hon’hle Maulana MOHAMED TAYYEBUILA: That might be
the view of the hon. Questioner, Sir.

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE :

fact ?

I want to know whether it is a

*Speech not corrected,
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The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOME AYYE - P
nOt ;’. ract' . E‘D T\& Yid"ULI:J’\ . "\“’. DI, it 18

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: With referenc ( ;
the Hon’ble Minister’s reply “No” is Im&d on what n!:“mu;mr Al IRY L nrm

The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA : The answer was
based on facts, Sir.

*Srij"‘t SARAT CHANDRA SIN!!A '\t'-':r we know, Sir, from thhe hon,
Member (Maulavi Millhiun_rn;;rl Roufique) whether he has any authentic ated
source of i'n['orm:uim; in this connection ?

muhvi MAH'AMMAD ROU‘:!Q".JE . ‘l' [i]l’f ( ;"\"'Tlllllt‘n[ gi\'f‘. a
uarantee that they will thoroughly enquire into the matter, I can give the source
of information.

*Mr. HARENDRA NATH SARMA: In answer (O Question (a). it is
statcd that hC i_.; a br;n{!ﬁ(/ﬂ ASSFIF{I(?'&(:- --l)l.ll. may we know what Ii'"}!ll‘!"‘c I‘Cl -&I’r‘-.!
with his family 7

I

Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA :

The Hon’ble cannot say,

Sir.
Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: Is it @ act that the present

: T oes not know to make a correct 8 ccch in Assamese )
Director of publicity d [

The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA: It is nota

fact, Sir.
Grijut S Boruah, R. M. O , Diburgarh Hospital
Sl’ijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI askcd :

59. Will Government be pleased to state— ‘

a) How many motor cars have been rc;;is?crcd in the name of Srijut

(a) S, Boruah, R. M. O., Dibrugarh Hospital, during the period l'r{mn
January 1946 to June 1948 ?

(b) How many of these lrave been registered in his wife’s name ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :
p)—Two jeeps and one car were registered in Srijut & Boruah’s
namz’%nff)of; E:a)r in his wife’s name. g Ju

gHADRA KANTA GOGOI: 4z i SHfEaF  cstdrs  (FIT EISE|C

Srijut
st eztvEd A enfeoa Atcatee 2

freferfeer AT
The Hor'Pl S;iut RAMNATH DAS: 747 frfafesr S»8a 6719, 94T
s S8 DAY (90497 wife 7 sitrw g4= fwf@EA >»8b 5 |

frfafe
srijut
agict !

RA KAN'
BHAD TA GOGOIL: fi w347 slG! Toficg @btz F24T

R e
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The Hon'’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: AT Sl 3% w9 iates
_‘ Sl G i o Gnates |
Srijat SARAT CHANDRA SINHA : AT Sl

\ @Gt 43 ¢ AR LS BT

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: catq ﬁl‘,ﬂ’f ri-;!:‘ qaf:r 3"3‘?} e
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : CIETR 3] (ataEies |
fafaata permit AT 1 AleEY fiye AT permit Fm et w12 |

cull

T ST

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: 3% st @ (Stdts fomwrs S
Q47 TAR—CR AMPTT AT | Welr G 4O NI NG MG vy
permit 4 ? ;

The Hon'ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: sigdt3csk permit fim w2 |

The HOn’bieﬁthe SPEAKER : G MY A Aqrzr © Az PBIss @fdee
AN | ASHTATER CFTE (T T permit fwm FAT |

s)j{ut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: g% fefeds -8} s wicars »
Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: syyjcw sf5 @ity ¢
A Voice :*~How could he get petrol ?

*Maulavi ABDUL HALIM: May we know irom the Hon'ble Minister
what is the pay of Sub-Assistant Surgeons ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: 'The present pay of these oflicers.
is from Rs.75 to Rs.175 per mensem.

*Maulavi ABDUL HALIM: May we know from the Government how is
it possible for him with such pay to maintain these cars ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: He is allowed private practice,
Sir.

Re-forestation of some areas in Tinkhow Mauza
Mr. P. M. SARWAN - asked:

60. Will Government be plased to state—

(a) Whether Government have any proposal to re-forest some areas in
Tinkhow Mauza in Dibrugarh Subdivision ?

(6) Whether these are non-cadastral or cadastral arcas ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that tea garden tribes and castes
are largely setiled in the above areas for several years ?

(d) Whether Government are aware of the feeling that any such pro-
posal to re-forest areas where tea garden tribes have permanently
settled will be considered by them as grossly discriminatory ?

#*Speech not corrected.
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(¢) Whether. Goverument are aware that duce to apprehension of  re-for
estation thc{'r: is great _tmr:;uiur:,.u in the minds of tea garden tribes
and castes in Assam ? ' |

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA  replicd :

60. (a)-—ch,3 areas (viz., Bahoni, Mohkhowa and Garsingha) arc being
roposed to be constituted as Reserve Forests and preliminary notifications are
eing submitted to Government by the Divisional Forest Officer, Lakhimpur

Division, through the Deputy Commissioner, Lakhimpur. '

(b)-——-Non-r:adastral areas
(c)—1It has been f‘:l’”rf-Cd that there are no private lands or villages

within the PrOPOSCd areas but there are squatters only who are mostly Nepalis
and gx-ga,rdcn labourers who have been doing 2 great deal of damage to

these Forest areas by indiscriminate  felling. ‘
(d) & ( to be examined and enquired into

e)—The proposal has yet
before any final declaration l's ln'adez to unmnlulc-_l!u_:sc .’llrf'il!(i. as Reserve Forosts.
As usual, prc]iminary notification will be pql;lmhtzd )y jovernment inviting
Objections from pcrsons whno may lli.t\fc any gricvances .lg.llu.mt .MIC]. r"’}‘-l‘\‘-'llin“_
The tea-garden tribes and castcs (if there be any such castcs and tribes) will
then be able to file oOf represent  their cases before the Settlement Officer

; overnment and their gricvances if any, will certainly
; ed gl : A R i R ! Y
t];:: bgn;&lz‘]ﬂm into DY him before any final decision 15 made.

Areas affected by recent flood in Goalpara District

D. NAZMAL HAQUE asked :

Maulavi M
2T il Govcmmcm be pleased to state—
The arcas affccmd_by.rcccnt flood in the ‘DiS”iCl of Goalpara, sub-
(a) division by 5gbdlvns:on, and the extent of damage caused ? ’
g he date and time whc:} Government received reports of flood in  the
() District of Goalpara ? :
) The i ediate steps taken by Government for the relief of the
(¢ distressed people in  the flood-affected localities of the Goal sava
Gubdivision and also of Dhubri Subdivision ? Apare
Government grants for flood relief were meant for the

hether
() ol ed people of the flood-affected arcas ?

distress
fiat relicf measures were given to each locality in the Subdivision

(8) of Goalpaf'a and when ?
f ) Whether Government are awarc that relief has been granted to the

following hill areas _in the Goalpara Subdivision where there was no
flood and the situation was not so acute as to demand relief—

:ana area, Goalpara Police Station.

(z) Balij
a area of Amin No.6, Lakhipur Police Station ?

(1) Baid
(2) Whether gratuitous relief has reached the distressed people of the

ﬂood-aﬂ'eCCCd area of the Goalpara Subdivision ?
(k) 1f not, why not ?

e AR P O TN CHAUDHURY replied :
=2k ereegﬁvzslz??c)dsir]r;ag-es to the crops by the recent floods. The
mit a detailed report showing the areas and
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the extent of damage caused. From the general reports reccived, whitherto it is
not possible to give any details.

(6)—The first report was received on the 6t Fune 1948.

(¢)—Government immediately instructed the District Officer to spend
money for relief wherever necessary in anticipation ol Government sanction,
Up till now Government sanctioned Rs.3,95,000 for gratuitous relief and loans
in the Goalpara District alone,

(d) =Yes, and lor nothing else.

¢)—Particulars are not available. Measures of relief given include
gratuitous reliel, agricultural loan, distribution of sceds and scedlings and  sale of
paddy at concession rates.

( / )—Government have no information.

(¢)—Gratuitous rehiel is granted by Government for the really needy

and distressed people wherever they are.

(i) —Does not arise,

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: With reference to (¢), may I know
from Government, what amount was allotted to be spent 1n the Subdivision of
Goalpara for relicl measures ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHQUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary): The figure mentioned here is the amount placed at the disposal of the
Deputy Commissioner, Goalpara to spend on reliel works wherever necessary,

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: Wil Government take it from
me that relief measures were extended to other places where there was no flood

and was not confined only to those places which were actually affected by floods ?

Srijuu MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-

tary) : ‘T'hatis a ncws to mc, Sir. If that is the case, Government will - enquire

into the matter.

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: May 1 know from the Government

S 3 > . Ao M . rg>
whether immediately after receipt of these questions, Government have made any
enquiry in the matter ’

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN
tary): Yes, Sir, Government have m

CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
ade enquiries in the matter.

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: with regard to (f), will GO\.-'-crn-
ment take it from me that gratuitous :'f:licl" was granted to places like Balijana
area_in Goalpara Police Station and Baid

a in Lakhipur Police Station, which were
not affected by floods, prior to reliel being given to the distressed people of flood-
aflected arcas ?

AMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-

Srijut MAHENDR that if such things really happened Govern-

tary): I have alrcady replied, Sir,
ment will look into the matter.

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: With reference to (g), the answer
given i:‘ ‘&1::’ 1gf'\gtuitous relief is granted by Government for the really needy

and distressed people wherever they are—may I know whether these people
did actually get the relief ?
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Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary): The implication of the answer given is that it was so, Sir '

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: Will Government take it from
me that the amount reached the affected people only towards the latter part of
August ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary): Government have no information, Sir.

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: Will Government take it from
me that relief measures were carried out in the flood-affected areas towards the
latter part of August 2nd not in the month of June or July ?

‘Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary): Government have no information, Sir.

Assam Pay Committee’s Report

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :

. i ) Yoy ) -
62. (a) Will Government be pleased to state when the Assam Pay Commir-
tee’s report will'be made available to the public ?

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether a living wage as
referred to in Article 34 of the Draft Constitution has been allowed to all Govern-
ment employees ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to lay on the mi’.lc the details of the
family budgets on which the recormnmendations of the Pay Committee are based ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

62. (a)—A reference is invited to the Press Communique issued on 20th May
1948 containing the recommendations of the Pay Committee with the scales of
pay accepted by Government—uide Assam Gazelle Extraordinary of the same
date. -

(b)—Yes, consistent with the resources of this Government.

(¢)—The recommendations of the Committee were based on enquiries
made by it. No family budget was included in the Report.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: My questionwas “Wiil Govern-
ment be pleased to state when the Assam Pay Committee’s report will be made
available to the public” and the Government reply is ““A reference is invited  to

the Press Communique issued on 20th May 1948 containing tllc recommendations

“of the Pay Committee”. Was a full report published there :
The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Yes.

‘Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Your reply is that only recom-
mendations were published ?

"The Hon’ble’ Srijug oM - b . 5 )
were published. jut' OMEO KUMAR ' DAS : Yes, Sir, the recommendations

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Not the full report ?

TR .,
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The Hon'’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: I have not been able to

follow the hon. Member’s question,

' Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Do the recommendations con-
stitute the full report of the Committee ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Yes Sir.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : My seccond question was: ““Will
Government be pleased to state whether a living wage as referred to in Article
34 of the Draft Constitution has been allowed to all Government employees™.
The reply is ““Yes, consistent with the resources of this Government’. A living
wage is fixed with special relation to the movement of prices and cost of living
and has nothing to do with the resources of Government. Has such a wage been
allowed to loyal Government employees ? Did the Pay Committee take into
consideration the prices of goods obtaining in the country at the time of framing
their pay scales ? ! =

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEQO KUMAR DAS: The main consideration
which guided the Committee may be, as stated in the report, this: “In the
absence of any accurate statistical data, the Committee had to be guided by the
general evidence and by broad considerations in arriving at a decision in regard
to the minimum emoluments to be fixed for a Government employee.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Did Government take into
consideration any family budget ?

The Hon’hle Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: It has alrcady been replied

that no family budget was included in the report.

Eviction of settlers in Lanka Mauza, Lamsakhal and in the Mikir
Hills

Babu BIDYAPATI SINGHA asked :

63. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) How many families at Valukmari, Lamsakhal, Lanka and other
places in Nowgong District were evicted from their holdings by
the Local Authorities this year ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that in the rainy season the eviction was carried
on by setting fire to the houses of the evictees ?

(¢) Whether 250 Manipuri families who migrated from Cachar and 200
Gurkha families were among the evictees and their holdings were
given to the Assamese settlers ?

(d) What arc the reasons for taking such drastic measures in evicting the
settlers ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary): replied: . .
63. (a)—460 encroachers were evicted in Lanka Mauza and Lamsakhal and’
in the Mikir Hills.
(b)-—The eviction was carried out in the months of May and June last
but no house was set on fire.
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¥ (C)-—-Guvcrmm:nl have no information where the o ictees migrated from
It is not a fact that their holdings were given to the Assamese,

(d)—Encroachers are liable to eviction under Settement Rule 18 lor
Ht:galty occupying Government lands.

Maulavi MAKABBIR ALI MAZUMDAR : May I know lrom the Govern-
ment when the rainy season begins in Assam 7

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary
Secretary) : Later part of June.

Maulavi MAKABBIR ALI MAZUMDAR: “ay [ know how thi .
eviction was carried out ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN  CHOUDHURY  (Parliamentary
Secretary): By removing the houscs.

Maulavi MAKABBIR ALI MAZUMDAR : Forcibly or by pulling down
a vi
the houses ? .

. (Parlinmengn,.-

E C!IOUI):I[“‘Y ntary
Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN QI
secret:ry): A.'i t]’lf: \‘W)rd H‘:V;i(;“u“ llIllJI!L’.‘i, Sir.

y ' n . \\.l!i \-‘itllf'hl'l’: O1 \\'vitllfplll
*Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : i
violence ?

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY  (Parliamentary
riju L
Secreta:'ry) . With least violence,

lavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: What was the modus operand
Maulavi ;
adopred in removing these encroachers #
( No reply)
: Is it a fact that in village
NDRA NATH SAMADDAR s o
Valulz?n‘:l‘:ilfnlgs? ngthe settlement holders have been cvicted ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN C_}HOUDHURY
Secreta:lry)- Patta-holders cannot be evicted: only the
evicted.

ENDRA NATH SAMADDAR :  Will Government take it from
me t]g:tbt:ncg;H(ﬁ'Gthc persons evicted there are scttlement holders and they got
settlement 7 or 8 ycars ago ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary
Secret;ry) . Government will enquire into that.

(Parliamentary i
cncroachers were

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH SAMADDAR : Is it a [act that no notice was
given before the eviction ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY

(Parliamentary
Secretary): 1 think due notice was given.

*Speech not corrected.
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md 4 no Nnotice was served on t 1c .\'l\‘-t 'l' ;)('r.‘“ll]\' []()tl("- 'as N ({ -
s . 10 It!l It‘ II](‘ 3 ) - was ser Ve ;&8 et
'll")lll an I ( ;“-‘lllll cvictuion .I OHI_\ tllt! o

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY

T 2 . Parliamen
Secretary): The matter will be enquired into. ( tary

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH SAMADDAR: Will Government take action

against those officers who have violated the rule ?

Srijut MAIIENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary
Gecretary): 1 have already stated that an enquiry will be made into the
matter.

Maulavi MAKABBIR ALI MAZUMDAR: Will Government make some
arrangements for settlement of these evicted people who have come from Cachar ?

Srijut ;\'i:\HENDR{\}iOHAN CHOUDHURY (Paramentaiy
S(!(.‘.l‘(:lar}'): As a matter of fact Government cannot take 1‘(‘Simnsibility forthe
settlement of evicted persons.

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH SAMADDAR: Will Government please
state whether these evicted persons of Valukmari petitioned to the Hon'ble
Revenue Minister and the Hon’ble Revenue Minister sent the petition to the
Deputy Commissioner, Nowgong and the Deputy Commissioner sent it to the same
officer who is alleged to have evicted these persons ?

Srijut A\I;\I-IENDRABIOHAN‘ C_HOUDHURY (Parliamentary
Secretary): Government have no mformation.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARL\'IJ\: l,)L) (‘;U\"( rmment })I'OPGS(‘. to com-
pensate tor the loss sustained by those patta-holders who have been evicted by
having their houses destroyed ? :

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary

Secretary): 1£ any patta holder has been evicted from the land, the matter
will be surely enquired into.

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH SAIVIJ}DDAR :  Will Government please take
the information to be correct that the particular OﬂlCCI: who has evicted these per-
sons.is alleged to have threatened the poop!)c that their pattas will be cancelled if
they file any complaint to the Government !

Srijut MAHENDRA _MOP_IAN CHOUDHURY  (Parliamentary
Secretary): Itisa new question, Sir.

Bund over the Phulguri-Jan near Nalbari
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

64. Will Government be p]eascd to state—

(@) When the work of illvestlg')ﬂtlon in respect of irrigation scheme of
raising a buna OVl the Phulguri-Jan near Nalbari in Kamrup

District was first made ?
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(6) When the survey work was first undertaken and when construction
of the bund was first started ?
(¢) What will be the breadth and depth of the jan at the point where
the bund was proposed to be raised ? |
(d) How many times the bund was constructed and on how many occa-
sions the construction proved fruitless ?
(¢) Whether the bund has now been successfully constructed ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replicd :

64. (a)—On 12th July 1940.
(b)—The susvey was undertaken in the cold weather of 1940 and the
actual work had to be postponed till January 1944 due 1o diversion of Embank-
ment and Drainage staff to Imphal for Military work on the India-Burma Road.
(c)-——Brcadth at top—~60 ft. Depth at centre— 16 {t. 5 inches.
d)-—'I'hc bund proper was constructed only once and has been standing
well. Only the boulder pitching in the spill channel could not be completed in
1944 due to carly flood in the area and non-availability of boulders owing to wau
conditions and the spill channel got damaged. Cement concrete ‘Escape Weir'
was subsequently made in 1945 but it failed. Stronger mcasurcs arc proposed (o

be taken in the coming cold weather.

(¢)—The construction is considered to be generally successful.

Scarcity of paddy and rice in Goalpara District

Maulavi ABUAL MAJID ZIAOSH SHAMS asked :

65. (a) Isita fact that there has been almost a total failure of Ahu paddy

and jutec {1 the District of Goalpara this yecar ?

(b) Are Government awarc that as a result of this failure of Ahu paddy
there is scarcity of paddy and rice in many parts of Goalpara ?

¢) Isit a fact that in spite of this scarcity of paddy, milled rice from
some of the Mills of Goalpara was diverted from Goalpara to other parts ol
Assam ?

(d) Is it a fact that in last June when the Hon’ble Supply Minist
visited Dhubri protest was made to him against such diversion whic{:p \yvas n:fl]ll-:‘:r(n;
rice further scarce there ?

(¢) What was the total quantity of rice and paddy removed by authorities
from Goalpaia District to othcr parts of Assam in (i) June (i) July and
(#1i) August 1948 ?

) Do Government proposc to supply rice and paddy from other

districts of Assam to Goalpara ?
The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

65. (a)—Considerable damage to the Ahu crop and jutc, particularly in the
10W'1Y1n%bi;rcaéscgf _tthe Goc?lpara District has been reported.

_ (b)—Scarcity conditions from parts of the Goalpara District and other

areas m(gli,gz:"mcc which were flooded have been repor}?ted.
B b rcquirf‘;::rl:tlse rr;_ﬂled rice was moved outside the Goalpara District to
e Tha Gogl]para D(;' the totally deficit District of the Khasi and Jaintia
Rt o i ﬂooszltncﬁ has been always on the whole a surplus district.
s the position deteriorated. The Dhubri Subdivision of
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the (Qn;nl’n;u'a District was declared a deficit area, i.e., higher prices were allotted
there.  The action resulted in quite a considerable amount of paddy ;0 How
into !Il(‘-.\llll.\' of Goalpara District from the Kamrup District. Some of 3 \‘
milled rice was bought from millers to meet the demands of the Khasj : d
Jaintia Hills. ke
(d) —Yes, such representation was made, but, as will be apparent from

the reply to Question (¢) only small quantities were moved to meet acute a 1
very urgent demands of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills. . e
. (e)—No paddy was removed from the Goalpara District to other
districts in June, July and August 1948, The quantities of rice remo red
are furnished below :- ST

Mds.
June 4,050
July 5,400
August ... 810

(f )—The Deputy Commissioner, Goalpara is purchasing and supplying
rice and paddy from the surplus areas of the district to the deficit areas.
Winter Ushna rice from Nowgong is also being supplicd to Dhubri and the ques-
tion of purchasing and supplying Ahu is receiving attention.

Damages to Jute and Paddy by floods in Goalpara District

Maulavi ABUAL MAJID ZIAOSH SHAMS asked :

66. (@) Are Government aware that there has been almost a total destruction

of jute in Goalpara this year ?
' b) Are Government aware that this year there has been a total destruc-
tion of **Ahu” paddy in the South bank of Goalpara and a great destruction of
the same has taken place in the North bank and that the prospects of ““Bag

Paddy” are not good in the South bank ?

~

¢) Are Government aware that Sali paddy (transplanted) does not grow
in the South bank of Goalpara ? \
d) Are Government aware that more than 60 per cent. families in the

South bank have no paddy to live upon and no money to buy anything ?
¢) What steps Government propose to take to save the lives of the people

of the South bank ? )
") Do Government propese to enquire and state whether some people of

Dhubri and Bilashipara thanas also stand in need of help from Government ?
Are Government aware that sufficient paddy is not available gy

present in the Goalpara District ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB-MAJUMDAR replied :

66. (a) & (b)—Government is aware of the effect of the floods.

(¢)—Yes.

(¢) & (e,—Government have no such reports, but Government
that in the apprehended condition the local officers will successfully tack?gpf};:t
problem and if necessary will seek Government help for proper solution. .

(f)—Inquiries will be made.
(¢)—Yes in parts which were flooded,
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Have Government asked the

local Oﬂin'l‘S on rf'CCipt oflhis qucsliuu to rm|=|i:r- into the conditions ol the propie
of the South bank at present and also to know lrom them whether theie

necd for further ht‘:]p to the !Jr-uplu of thiat area ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIBE MAZUMDAR The answer

will be found in replies (a) and (b). If any special « oudition arises it i .
that hon. Members will approach the Government and seck Government's help.

Maulavi udUllAMMAD ABDUL KASHEM: May | know whether
officers will be asked Lo report whether they require fu ther help ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : The matter 1s
already engaging the attention of the Government.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD :\?UL KASHEM : With regard to (4], it will be
noticed that there are no food-grains in many of the householders,

The Hon - J e P .
expected that local officers will be sitting idle over this matter.

Road Communication 1n Garo Hills

Mr. MANIRAM MARAK asked :

District of Garo Hills is the most

67. (a) Are Government aware that the
with regard to road communica-

backward in the Province in all respects mainly
tion ?

(b) Are Government awarc that for want of good road communication

the District of Garo Hills remains cut off from the rest of Assam during rainy

season ? .
(¢) If so, do Government proposc to expedite the road construction work

of the district ?

The Hon’ble Rev. Jo J- M. NICHOLS-ROY 1'(:[)“(3(] .
67. {a)—This is a matter of opinion. But with regard to communication it

is not the most backward in the Province.
(5)—Yes.

(¢)—Yes. In fact Government are already going on with it.

*Mr. MANIRAM MARAK: May I know when the Government proposs
to complete the road which is already taken up ?

_ The Hon’bie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Government expect that
this road that we have already started and on which work is going on very
briskly may be made jeepable in the month of October and it is expected that it
may be completed next year provided labour 2nd materials are available.

Ban on the Assam Tribune

Srijut BEJOY CHANDRA SAIKIA asked :

68. (a) Is it afact that the Dircctor of Information and Publicity, Govern-
ment of Assam, lately issued a circular to Heads of all Government Departments

*Specch not corrected.

sble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: It cannot he
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in Assam asking them not to subscribe the Assam Tribune and stop sending
advertisements and Press Note, etc., to it ?

(&) If so, why ?

(¢) If the reply to Question 68 (a) is in the affirmative, will Government
be pleased to state the authority or authorities competent to issue such a circular ?

(d) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the
Circular order issued by the Director of Publicity referred to in Question (a)
above and also a copy of the Press Note issued by the Publicity Department
hearing on the Press Conference held by the Director of Publicity at Shillong in
which he sought to justify the restrictive measuves taken ng'a'\iust the Assam
Tribune ? :

(¢) Isit a fact that in that Press Conference an unanimous request was
made by the Press representatives that the restrictive measures taken against the
Assam Tribune should be withdrawn ?

(/) Ifso, will Government be pleased to state why there was no mention
whatsoever of that unanimous request in the Press Note issued ?
(¢) Is it a fact that without any express authority from the Press
representatives the Press Note stated that they were satisfied with the explanations
of the Director of Publicity with regard to the action taken against the Assam
Tribune ? )
(h) Will Government be pleased to state if there is any Press Advisory

x - - 24 sho o
Board in Assam as in other Provinces !

(i) If so, will Government be pleased to state why the Press Advisory
Board was not consulted before taking action against the Assam Tribune, the

only English Daily of Assam ?
(7) If not, why not?

The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA replied :
with the authority and at the direction of the Govern-

68. (a) & (c)—-Yes,

ment, )
have been compelled to take this step on account of

the sustained and malicious misrepresentation of Government and scurrilous
. [# "

attacks on certain Hon’ble Mcml_)ers of the Cubm‘ct. e - ‘
(d)—Government regret that a copy of the Gircular, being a conf-

dential document, cannot be placed on ;)};t‘ tah]I;. , s il
: icl ‘tment. n unoffici note

2 Jote w: ued by the Publicity Departm 1
beariI;I; Iqlgasoioi;;;:s;i; of thc) proceedings of the Press Conference referred to

was issucd. A copy of the note is given bc.low i
Dated Shillong the 8th July, 1948
UNOFFICIAL NOTE

(b)—Government

(The Source of this Unofficial Note is not to be disclosed)

o T e, Director of I_nformation and Publicity, Assam,
i alvllil'_cs':' génl?;;iﬁgghigstc;day here de}}led that -GOVCI‘I.]lnent ofG As;?a:.rl hIa_lld
taken any action on the ‘‘Assam Tribune” an English Daily of Gau 12;1. e
stated that the Government had O)TI‘IY “1'\1Tth‘dl’aer certain p1-1v11egesT;_0Wn 19
the said paper in the supply of llC]SS otes, advertisement, ctc. = is steps,
he etmphasised, has heen ;taken by tw‘ Government on aqcounto t eI}I:)ap,el s
persistently malicious attack on the Government ang vilification of the Honble

Ministers.
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2 In'substamiating this Cll::r_;:c and in answer 1o :p:r.suéwna by the
journalists present including the representative of the *“Assam TIribune”
who Wwas specially invited, the Director read out extracts from a number
of editorials of the paper during the past four months and emphasised Govern-
ment were not in haste to take any step in the hope that the paper would
realise the importance of a friendly relations between the Press and the Governe
ment in the new set up of things after freedom had becn won. But the
Director observed, this hope of the Government had not been fulfilled, and
what was worse, the paper followed a definitely hostile attitude to the Govern-
ment and in some cascs, particularly in respect of the transfer of a Government
Servant, the paper openly encouraged by its writing, the Government employees
to be disloyal.

He regretted that the standard
unfortunate, He appealed to the Press
on the paper to correct itsell and to play the real mech h .
activities, without however surrendering 1s right to be :l] t‘ml lht-v _ Press  Govern-
ment was convinced, Sj. Bhattacharjce continued I, '.~Ill f"' p;l-ijr'r in the name
of liberty of press indulged { imputed unworthy Mo e :“ Hon'ble
Ministers in that it de their acuviiés Y variols
insinuations. , .

Regarding the “_]ana-(;;um-Mmm” song vis-a-vls the “Pf'f”‘”ﬁ}"""'f'“'“m‘- of
the All India Radio at Shillong and Gauhati, the Dircctor (hM:-. the attention
of the journalists to the Government cfforts for making the -'_\-““"“ﬂ Anthem
acceptable to the pcoplc of Assam in keeping ngh tlft'n' .‘it‘l.lfllnlf‘llt‘t- .]n this
connection, he invited attention to the gamc O a few persons to disrespect
their national leaders and also the filthy and condemnable language used .h}’
some papers against the Jeaders. He expressed the hope that the broadcasting
institution would be utilised by the artists of Assam and the people.

Concluding the Director of Information and Publicity made a fervent
appeal to the Pressmen to have a friendly relation with the Government. .HC
also disclosed that the Assam Press Advisory Board would also be called sometime
in September next.

After hearing the Director of Information and Publicity the journalists
assured their full co-operation and requested him to convey to the Government
their request for supply of Press Notes, etc., to the Assam ‘T'ribune. The
Director assured them that their request will be duly conveycd to the
Government.

(¢)—A request was made by some of the Press Representatives  at the
Conference to restore the privileges to the paper.
( f)—The hon. Member will find in the unofficial note that mention Was

made of the request. '
)—-Press representatives at the Conference appeared to have been satls:
fied about the steps that Government had taken.
h)—There was a Press Advisory Board in Assam which with the s¢ ces”
sion of Sylhet from India became ineffective. The Director of Information an
Publicity convened a Press Conference in Shillong on 15th September 1948 to
reconstitute the Board, and the needed steps have already been taken.

(i) & (j )—Do not arise.

of journalism as the said paper was most
men present o excrcise their influence
lll(‘('llllll of Government

in licence anc
liberately nnsrr:prrrstrntrcl

--‘.!i'h“ }?%EN%RA NATH SARMA : May I know when this particular

?,:{131 g&:;r;%ielztcéa?;z;terfﬁ «'sﬁ" confidential, could be sent to all and sundry,
et g v o A -

and lay a copy on the table ? ¢ hon. Members of this House into confidence

—t

P —
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The Honble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA :
said that in the public interest, Government cannot place
on the table,

As I have already
4 conhdential matter

*Maulavi ABDUL HALIM: Is it the first instance in the

! history of Assam
that such a strong measure has been taken against a local paper ?

The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA: No.

Mr. HARENDRA NATH SARMA: With regard to sub-question (e) it is
said that a request was made by some of the Press representatives to restore the
privileges to the paper. May [ know the reason why 1t is said “‘some”

: and not
“all” journalists ?

The Hon'ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA: 1Ipthe unoflicial

note it is so described upon information. .
Mr. HARENDRA NATH SARMA: \Why is it characterised as ‘‘some” ?

The Hon'ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA: This is the

information of the Government.

Mr. HARENDRA NATH SARMA: Is it a question of interpretation

only ?

The Hon’'ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA : The hon. Member

is entitled to hold any opinion he likes,

*Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: What steps are taken when there
is a misrepresentation in the Government l_’r-css Report itself ? It is once said
that Government of Assam has taken no action on the Assam Tribune. In the
next stage it is said that this Gn‘\'c.rmm'nt has stopped sending advertisement to
this paper. lIsitnota contradiction ?

The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED 'I_'AYYE.BUL.L‘A; ‘Tl sters taken is
no action under the law. Itis withdrawal o certain privileges, which  many
other papers have not secured.

‘Mr HARENDRA NATH SARMA: Am 1 corregt‘in saying that it might
as well be the case that the journalists were not all satisfied with the statements
made by the Director of Publicity ?

The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA: Ttisa matter of
opinion ; and the information of the Government is what is given in the answer.

Public Health Dispensaries in the Province
Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE asked :

69. Will Government be pleased to state— il
(a) The number of Public Health Dispensaries in each District and Sub-
division of Assam ?
(b) The amount of contribution paid by villagers to each of such
Dispensaries ?

*Speech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replicd :

69. (a)—1. Cachar District
Silchar Subdivision i ]
Hailakandi Subdivision ... = 1
Karimganj Subdivision . !
Total }
2. Kamrup District—
Gauhati Subdivision 7
Barpeta Subdivision 3
Total 10
3. Darrang District— )
Mangaldai Subdivision 5
Total ',
4. Goalpara District - ;
Goalpara Subdivision .
Dhubri Subdivision 0
Total 8
< . .' = ]')
5. Nowgong District
T'otal 10
6. Sibsagar District—
Sibsagar Subdivision 7
Jorhat Subdivision 4
Golaghat Subdivision 10
21
7. Lakhimpur District—
North Lakhimpur Subdivision 4
Total 4
8. Garo Hills District 5
Total 5

artment Dispensaries, viz., one

Besides the above, five new Public Health Dep
District have recently been

in the Goalpara District and four in the Lakhimpur
sanctioned by Government.

(b))—Kamrup District—No public donation
except the houses for the Dispensary and staff at He
the public free.

received for any dispensary
kera which were provided by

R T I RNE==S——=,
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Nowgong District—

1. Lanka Dispensary s

2. Samaguri l)isl)rlis;u'\‘ 2

3. Monoha Dispensary 4000

4. Dengaon Dispensary . i,

5. Mikirbheta I)ishrns‘;u'\' 4 e

6. Ambagan Dispensary ... a0ty o8
Dty 1 4,000 0 0

o Jshd Dipeniiy b 2,000 0 0
3,000 0 0

” N Tots Ty
Sibsagar District—No donation received from *h('n)ll blic RS 4 ol

public except the houses for

1RENSATIES & . L . Yatosls e
the Dispensaries and .\!.lﬂ at Patsako, Dhemaji-Desangpani
gaon which were provided by the public free. gpani and Maduri Gohain

,;‘i't g % = o

I 'xk impui District—1, 1 l‘u houses for the Dispensary \
are being provided by the public free. spensary and stafl at Panigaon

2. The extra expenditure ] s . ot
R X] u}mm besides the Government sanecti -
incurred in connection with the construction of the Publi sanction of Rs.4,000
Dispensary building and staft’ quarters at ])|m|(.l;m.(u )I“- l-{;‘alth Department

> has cen met by
y the

public.

Maulavi MAKABBIR ALI MAZUMDAR: Cachar heads the li b
; g > _Dhist but

has the lowest number of dispensaries. N\ o
a . S sartes.  May I know
\ v .the reason, Sir ?
.~ - ] .~ lr -

The Fod his S-l-l'.lu.t.RA.'“fl.\.JATl‘-l DAS: These are Public Heal i
Dispensaries are g¢ nerally given in  those places \\.-hcré rh:;l % I_z)ls—
number

pc'nsm'ir‘s.
cases demand them,

of Kala-azar
MAKABBIR AL MAZUMDAR : May I know whether there

h{d‘llﬂ-‘tl . - s * 0 +A( al ICIIING )l 1818} ! I
G

is a persistent
Health Dispensaries in Cachar ?

The Homn’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: The dem: :
fisure supplied by the Medical Oflicer of the l{ulu—.*\;zilz;llzz‘?zl;:}s p’:c\l;-'}]ged on the
St ‘alling,
Maulavi MAKABBIR ALI MAZUMDAR: May I know
enquiry was made as regards (6)? v whether any
'ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS:  Whenever we get represent
nta-

The Hon '
send the representation  to the loecal ~ .
i al officers for 5

tion, we generally
and report.

Maulavi MAKABB
Surgeon recommended for some 11

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: I think it is L
Civil Surgeon to recommend for any Public Health Dislpé;;;?; the duty of the

IR ALI MAZUMDAR : Is it not a f: : x
1ore Public Health ]5i35m1:m,‘;§; _:)ha[ the CQivil

Maulavi MAKABBIR ALI MAZUMDAR - : — .
received from the Local Boar P Has any representation
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: v 3
: = : wenever we  received
representat . urce we  gener ; ; : an
locpal zlf]ﬁ?:elﬁn from any s¢ generally get them enquired into by th)é
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; *Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE? Why more donation  was
received from the people of Nowgong ?

/ The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: The donations that were received
in Nowgong District were voluntary donations.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Why did the people want 1o pay
for putting a dispensary near about their village ?

The Hon'ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Government do not think
that this contribution should be refused.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Do Government mecan that ?!
contributions were not received from them the dispensarics would not be establi-

shed ?
The Hown’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Itis not a fact,

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Is it not a fact that Nowgong
and Sibsagar are worst sufferers ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Yecs, Ol
: : Are Government prepared
* avi MUH MAD ABUL KA._QH‘EM_.' / AagLs0i s Line
to starlla::ld‘:llispcgarﬁ-ﬂn the Goalpara District if the jlfilll“ coIm up with
contribution ?
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: ])is‘prm;uir'w are started on the
consideration of Kala-Azar cases.

Small Industries of Assam

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :

70. (a) Will Government be pleased to.;.;iv.f: a list of small Industries in
Assam excepting Tea, Rice Mills and Oil Mills : ; . .
() Do Government propose to (:r:r_:Ollf'i!_g‘f private cntcrpns.c by indige-
nous people by way of granting loans of subsidies and expert advice for small
Industries like Fisheries, Canning, Tannerics, Soap Making, Match Factories,
Manufacturing of Potteries, Asbestos and the hk’c, Saw  Mills, Boat building,
Motor Workshops, Perfumeries, Toy-making and Pharmaceutical works ?
(¢) If not, do Government intend to take up any of these industries them-
selves and, if so, what are they ? '

Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary)
replied :

70. (a)—It is not clear what the hon. Memb.er means by the term ¢‘Small
Industries”. However a list of Cottage Industries, small scale Industries and
medium sized Industries is placed belov/.

List of Small Industries

Fisheries, Fruit Canning, Tannery (Vegetable tanning) Saw Mills, Boat
Building, Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works, Printing Presses, Hosiery, Gins

*Speech not corrected,
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and Presses, Coach Building and Car Repairing Workshops, Bell-Metal Works,
Brass Works, Ivory Works, Iron Industiy, Soap Industry, Manufacture of Steel
Trunk, Umbrella, Skoe and Leather Suit Case Factory, Carpentry Workshops,
Cane and Basket Industry, Bamboo mat-making, Sital-Pati made of Cane,
Pottery Industry, Paper-making, Slate Factory, Bee-keeping, Hides, Japi Indus-
try, Hengul Haital Waorks, Tailoring, Rubber Stamp-making.

(b)—Government are encouraging private enterprises of industrial under-
takings by granting industrial loans, providing training facilities, granting of
subsidies, and also expert advice wherever and as far possible. Government
however is not satisfied with what has been possible to do in this respect until
now and are considering what more can be done in this respect.

(¢)— Does not arise.

L

*Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: May I know whether these indus-
tries have been included in the programme of industrial development of the
Province ?

*Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary):
Will you please repeat the question ?

*Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: My question is whether these

small industries have been included in the plan for industrial development

of the Province ?

*Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Segretary):
As a matter of fact, we have been trying to develop all these 111dlxstr'l§s. Act-
ually, Sir, so far cottage industries are concerned, it will appear from th.c
list given that the number of such industries in our Province at present s
very few, and it may be that we will have to pt.rpular_lsv many more industries.
While introducing new industries various considerations have 1o be made.
I can cite one example, say, cottage tanning. I do not personally think thut_
this can be made very popular in our Province for want ol‘_a suitable class ol
people who will take to this ecasily. As a matter of fact, Sir, we have been
thinking of doing our best in the development plans for develop}ng all these
industries which are given in the list by providing training ﬁlcihtics‘, 50 that
artisans can be scientifically trained, by arranging supply of suflicient raw
materials required for the purpose and also by organising marketing. That

is our plan.

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: g Teitife TrEivn, I8 qa‘qtar
st Ftacd @it Starred Question (Bt wizw citaifaean | et iR Question

B wikata wmafs fastfacen )

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. Member should always come
in time. He is very late.

(After a pause)

Without creating any precedent [ allow the hon. Member to put his
Question.

*Speech not corrected-
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STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)
Employees under the Indian Owned Tea Companies
Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOT asked :

#93 . (q) Arc (;r)‘.'c!'mnr:m aware that many of the Indian Owned Tea
Companies are not _gi"[”}i pay i",”*."l”“'-s'-lm es to the staff and the labourers
according to the Indian 1_|t::t Association scale ?

;b} If so, do Government proposc 1o cnact neccssary Liaw 1o "lill[lr'l F
these Tea ";on':paniffs to make payment at the Indian Tea Association scale ?

“rhe Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replicd :
923, (u)-——ch: .Pay lst'.lltr‘i of s"):(l'c _g-xrflr:ns l}.)rmim:_ members of ,hﬁ .
Tea Planters Association €O N9/ compare favourably with those of Indian Tea
Association In the Tripartite Conference held on the 9th  July 1948,
Sl:tb-COmmi“CC was formed with representatives of Indian Tea Association
Assam Tca planters’ Association and Assam Bengal Indian Tea Planters’ Associa.
ti ln Lab’ouf and Government to enquire into this matter and submit  recom-
m(::n’dations Necessary action wiill be taken on the receipt of the recommenda-
tions of the Sub-Comumittec.
(bj___'l‘hc policy of Government at the moment is to persuade the Indian

Olmed ’['(;a [ndustry to grant fair scales of pay and necessary amenities,

.-ut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI ?“t_,”ﬂ fq::”?f.:’ :”(‘—:’ (7”“411".’5—‘1 ﬁ_”]:[
. e fam Z4 7 {2 a1a721 <=9 ACh Ffar6Ta 7

prrs )

The How'ble STt OMEO KUMAR DAS: §3z4% (#1731 tzrm 1 4%
AL b1 'Sub-comm'lttee A5 Fat tzes | 1% Sub-committee caty FCA
oz acatad ZE ¢ fr o offacd afza |

Z

; ABDUL HALIM: I !:hink my hon. Friend Mr. Gogoi means
only the Indian-OWﬂCd Tea companies, not Proprietory gardens. T want tO

know from him which he mcans.
i GiuupRA EANTA GOGOL: ff fite Wit Sty Gredty e .
25 WltE (12 faAtwa FFE TG |

. ApDUL HALIM: Here it is mentioned ¢“‘Indian Owned Tea 3
oo mooprictory gardens™,
By HAREN].)RA NATH SARMA: Arc Government awarc that
the tea ‘gardens which go to comprise the Assam Tea Planters’ Association,
the fea geec” Hon’!?lc Minister has referred, and for the matter of that, all
Indian planters, are invariably small gardens which cannot —

associations © ] : ¥
b'ec:axpectc o conform overnight to the scales of pay which arc given by the

bigger gardcrlS :

; grijut OMEO KUM '. 1 e thi |
The Hon’bl¢ = : MAR DAS: It may be so, but this !
question will be conSlder(:d Pyithe Sub-CommiLtccr\
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Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB of SIDLI: The question relates to enactment
Inl necessary law. May I know whether Government propose to enact any such
aw ? ,

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: I have already replied,
Sir, that the policy of Government at the moment is to persuade the Indian
Owned Tea companies to grant fair scales of pay and necessary amenities.

The Assam Famine Relief and Insurance Fund Bill, 1948

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: We come to item No.16 of the agenda,
viz., consideration of the Assam Famine Relief and Insurance Fund Bill,
1948, clause by clause. There are seven amendments. The first amendment
to clause 4 stands in the name of Maulavi Md. Abul Kashem.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to

move that in the last line of clause 4. for the words ‘‘the sum of ** the words ““not
less than' be substituted.

Sir, in clause 4 there is provision lor a contribution of one lakh of rupces
annually from the provincial revenues. Sir, our duty now 1is lo see what we
can sparc at this stage. The Hon’ble Finance I\Iini:stm“thmlghr that he \\"‘ou_ld’
be in a position to spare a lakh of rupees as contribution to the Flood Reliel
Fund. But a time may come when the future legislators may allot more than
a lakh of rupees annually in order to raise the Fund to any amount they
like according to the circumstances then prevailing. 1f this Bill is passed as
it is, the result will be that we will curtail the liberty of our future legislators
because once this Bill is passed into an Act they will have no authority to pay
more than a lakh of rupees. All the hon. Members ol t!nsl[ousq know, Sir,
that this year the flood has affected almost five districts of the Province ;_tllerc.
were also other calamities in Majuli and South Salmara thanas due to erosion of
certain areas. As these are almost annual occurrences in our Province it will
not be judicious to allot a fixed sum of one lakh of rupees for every year. It
should be left to our future legislators to determine what amount should be
contributed each year according to the circumstances prevailing. So, I request
the Hon’ble Minister and hon. Members of this House to accept my _An.lcn.c{mgznt
and not to pin down our future legislators from exercising their right in mcr ccfl'xsmg’
the amount, if they think necessary. With these few words, I commend my
motion to the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved:

i 3 -

“That in the last line of clause 4, for the words ‘the sum of * the words
‘not less than’ be substituted™.

The Hom’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have no

objection to accept the Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 'Then there is no neccessity of a debate. I

put the question.

The question is:
“Thatqin the last line of clause 4, for the words ‘the sum of * the words, not

less thah’ be substituted.”
The question was adopted.
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A Tbe Hoq.’ble Srij“‘ OMEO KUM;\R DAS \\JIIEI: lﬂ“..‘.u(i ftO lil(‘ next
mendment, Sir, I think hon. Maulavi Muhammad Abul Kashemn’s Amendment
should be taken. He intends to delete the second paragraph.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order.

The question is :

““That clauses 1-4 of the Bill, as amended, stand part of the Bill."’
The question was adopted.

What does the Hon’ble Minister want (o say ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: I have to point out that
Maulavi Muhammad Abul Kashem®s Amendment should be taken up hOirst,
because his Amendment is that the proviso after the clause is to be deleted.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I think the Hon'ble Minister should
move first.

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, [ beg to
move that in the third line of clause 5, after the word “‘earthquake’ a ‘“‘comma’
and the words ““fire, cyclone’” be added.

Sir, in the Preamb!le of the Bill the words, “fire, cyclone’” have already been
mentioned, and it is a printing mistake, Sir, not to mention thcm in the clausé
also. So, I have 10 bring in this Amendment 1O 1 lude these two words in
the clause.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

«[hat in the third line of clause 5, after the word ‘carthquake’ a ‘comma’
and the words ‘fire, cyclone’ be added.”

(After a pause)

The question is :

¢That in the third line of clause 5, after the word ‘carthquake’ @ ‘comma’
and the words ‘“fire, cyclone’ be added”

The question was adopted.

: 1 Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg tO
move that the proviso after clause 5, be deleted.

Sir, in tke Bill it has been said that when twenty lakhs of rupee’d
will be exceeded, the excess amount will  be utilised on protective jrriga-
tion works and other works for the prevention of famine or flood. The
idea of giving relief to famine stricken and flood affected pecople is very
good and every body should appreciate it. But, Sir, the amount of twenty Jakhs
of rupces is not at all sufficient to cope with one “year’s famine and flood
distress So, instead of committing anything to the effect that the excess
will be utilised on protective irrigation works and other works for the prcvcntioﬂ
of famine or flood, it will be better to leave it at the discretion of (;ovcrnmC“,t
to utilise the amount according to circumstances. Further, il the pr()visi()n 18
retained, it will mean that the fund will never be raised above twenty lakhs ©
rupees, and it will be inconvenient on the part of Government to fulfil the desire
object with which this Bill has been introduced. Morcover, Sir, we have got
the Irrigation Department and we have provided enough of money to be spent
i;?lr the purpose of irrigation and Government have taken many measures 10T

e improvement of the condition of the cultivating class especially in the floo
afiected areas. Then, we have als t the assurance from G nt that
they would find out s also go e assurance | overnme
Snd give ideastand,inst ¢ means to help the people of the flood aflected areas
o ArTases withh structions to the people on improved ’melhods of cultivation

- ich may not be affected b floods. If Government do not

act otherwise, this will also oY SR e 1
i e S0 LeCfore e UGS ETh serve the purpose of protective and preventive
LEGUCBEE e Hon’ble Minister and also the hon. Members of

(g RSP
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the House not to limit this amount and to leave it to the discretion of Gov
» 0 - - - ae - - : 2 - . - $ v " b § N *Tl=
ment either to increase or diminish it according to circumstances With o,

words I commend my Amendment to the acceptance of the House KIS

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :
“T'hat the proviso after clause 5, be deleted.”

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I cannot
accept the Amendment moved by my hon. Friend Maulavi Muhammad Abul
Kashem. Ifitis accepted, it will mean that Government would be bound down
to incur expenditure only for relief purposes, but in the proviso it is stated that
the excess fund will be utilised on protective irrigation works and other works
for prevention of famine or flood. The other point raised by the Mover that
Government may not raise the fund up to twenty lakhs of rupees is not correct.
Government will allot the amount as suggested in the Bill every year. ‘I'he object
is to build up a fund. With these words, Sir, I oppose the Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:
“T'hat the proviso after clause 5, be deleted.”
The question was lost.

‘ Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want
to speak a few words with regard to cIapsc 0, :1lthough‘ I hqve not §ubmitlcd
any amendment. I think the House will have no "c.‘h‘ﬂmul_)ty in accepting what
I suggest in regard to clause 0. I'his clause says I'he Provincial Government
shall. from time to time, invest or reinvest 1n 1ts Oown securities all amounts
and the interest accrued therecon to the credit of the Fund”. The idea is good
that il the money is not required, it shm-;]d l‘)c invcstcd so that there should
he a proper return. But thf: investment  is ‘hm]ted by *‘its own securities™
i.e., the securities of the Province of Assam. So lfu' as 1 know, this Province has
{loated no loan and thus got no securities to offer to the public. They have
only treasury bills which are short term loans on very small interests. Investment
in Assam Treasury bills will yield little by way of interest. I, therefore, request
the hon. House as well as the Government to delete the words “‘its own securi-
ties’’ and in their place substitute the words “*Government securities™.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: What Government has to say as regards
the Amendment moved by the Leader of the Opposition ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: I have no objection to accept
this Amendment.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I am afraid, Sir, the
Amendment has already been accepted. I thought that the wordings—"its own
securities’ perfectly correct, which includes sccurities 1n which Government is
interested, which may include the securities of the Government of India.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: My point is that the
words ‘its own’ should be replaced by _‘Gpvernment’ which is wide enough to
include both the Central and the Provincial Governments securities.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLQI: Sir, we have proposals
of initiating securities under contemplation in reference to many things which
is proposed to be taken up by Government,
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. Babu
“u 3130 Wllil(:(yllN{):l{UMAR SEN . .Sir. til.’al l]lf’ Assam sovernment seq Ill’i' s
be barred if ‘its own’ is substituted by ‘Government’ ‘ '
The Ho ’ !
- n’ble Srij | . . A
meaning all the whilc,Jut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: That is what I was
]
::'_Te Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved : ‘
. 1at in the second line of clause 6, I wWor wn' 1l
Government’ be sub.stitutr:(lll.w clause 6, for the words ‘its own' the word

g ; 5 b
I'he Hon’ble Minister has already accepted this Amendment.

R

g Sr!_]ut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Mr. Speaker, Sir, if the substi-
Eupon of the words ‘its own’ by the word ‘Government’ is ace epted there ..;‘;,.1,:
arise some vagueness because the word ‘Governmnent’ may mean this ( joverns
ment or other Provincial or Central Governments also. j

28 Maulavi Saiyid MUI_-I{\MMAD SAADULLA : It won't be in vague. |
'l he term Government securitics are well known throughout the money market &
Therefore there will be no vagueness, '

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then I am putting it as
question is :

¢That in the second line two of clause 6, for the words
word ‘Government be substituted”’,

The question was adopted.

a question. The

‘its own’ the

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The qu('s[inu 18 :
“That clauses 5 and 6 of the Bill as amended, stand part of the Bill ”
The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Clause 7, Maulavi

Muhammad Abul
Kashem to move-

} Maulavi MAHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : 5ir, [ beg to move that sub-
clause (2) of clause 7, be deleted. :
It is clear, ST that the object of my moving this Amendment is not  to limit
the amount 10 t lakhs'because when the zamount will come down upto ten lakhs
then the Government W’”_b_e ablf«f to meet the needs. I think, Sir, this amount
Bl Jo mitoveoh. 1akis dvizsufficient. " s amendec, in clause &, Government
has already taken 20 lakhs as minimum. Here also it should bhe 20 lakhs or s
more and the Government should see that it does not come 1o less than 20 lakhs.
So by my Amendment I want that instead of limiting the amount this sub-clause
be deleted and the Government should sce that never the fund comes down 4
to 20 lakhs which would be the maximum fixed under the prOViso of clause 5. \
1 have nothing more to say but only to impress on the Government to s€e€
whether this amount is adequate to meet the demands of different districts ip
future years in case flood occurs as it occurred this ycar.
With these « ords,
House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved:
cThat sub-clause(2) of clause 7, bhe deleted.”

-

I commend my Amendment for the acceptance of the

B
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The Hon’ble Srijut OMEQO KUMAR DAS: M\ Sk .

sorry, I cannot accept this Amendment moved by my r. Speaker, Sir, I am
Katbem, The Amondiaant defoais the A m:}- ::_1_\‘ lll()l.l. ,l-rwn}l. :\I,‘-. Abul
Amendment. If he wanted to have that l'undlm;: lnni!w \:lhw!h~ hr o nh‘\';lng' the
then he could have brought up an amendment stating th'lt(‘p!‘ fﬂ -b.(.lo“: 20 I“kh?
be substituted by ‘20 lakhs’. But he has not done l\*“) o (;;(‘is i lakcha:
brought up this Amendment for deletion of the whole clause -':n(‘lmtl lm;c;‘d' ot
the whole clause will mean nullification of the purpose for ‘“"hli('h thmB“:]]c Ic“f“l‘ of
brought before the House. The purpose of the Bill is to l)uil(‘i l lf‘b r}ee:;
which can be utilised in times of emergency like flood, cyclone and otlllll:r ‘:l'lt::ll“"l]
calamities. As such, Sir, 1 cannot accept the Amendment moved by m\‘- hn;\
Friend Mr. Abul Kashem. T have to request him to withdraw this Atl{t‘lnl}ncnt:
It“islrt-r:ainly not his purpose to replenish the fund whenever the balance
falls short.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Sir, I beg leave of the House
to withdraw this Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave of the Hcuse
to withdraw his Amendment ?

The amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to

move-— - . ] , ‘
1) That in the second line of sub-clause (2) of clause 7, for the word

“shows” the word “show™ be substituted. (It 1s only a grammatical mistake.)

(2) That in the second and third lines of sub-clause (2) of clause 7, for the
words “falls short of ten lakhs of rupees™ the words “*has reached a total of ten
lakhs of rupees, and if in respect of any year thereafter the balance falls short of
that amount™ be substituted. L

(3) That in the last line of sub-clause (2) of clause 7, for the word "ol
the words “not exceeding’ be substituted.

With these words, Sir, 1 commend my Amendments for the acceptance of  the

House.

33

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendments moved :
(1) That in the second line of sub-clause (2) of clause 7, for the word
‘shows’ the word ‘show’ be substituted.
(2) That in second and third lines of sub-clause (2) of clause 7, for the
words ‘[alls short of ten lakhs of rupees’ the words ‘has reached a total of ten
lakhs of rupees, and if in respect of any year thereafter the balance falls short

of that amount’ be substituted. ‘
3) That in the last line of sub-clause (2) of clause 7, for the word

the words ‘not exceeding’ be substituted.”

.

of”?

(After a pause)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I now put as a question.

The question is :
¢(1) That in the second line of sub-clause (2) of clause 7, for ti ‘
“shov.(rs” the word ‘‘show” be substituted. 2 e word
(2) That in the second and third lines of sub-clause (2) of clause 7
the words ‘falls short of ten lakhs of rupees’ the words ‘has (rZ:ache d a tot;il f%?
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:;n ‘akhs Uf' mpc“' and irf" rl"‘o')rc[ "’.' any ycocar liur’tr.lﬂlrl .’-i-er' balar . 1
ort of that amount’ be substituted. : . S A
h (3) That in the Jast line of sub-clause (2) of clause 7 for the word i’
the words ‘not exceeding’ be substituted.” ' ik 0

The qucstion was adn]nml,
The next amendment standing in. the name of
Roufique may now be moved.

\ Maulavi MUHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: Mr. Speaker, Mir, I beg to move :

ause 7 the following ncw clause be inserted as clause 8 and the
existing clause 8 be re-numbered as clause 9 -

“g. The Assam Famine l.{c““f and Insurance Fund shall be operated by
the Provincial Government with the help of a Committee to be called Fhe
Assam Famine Relief Advisory Board’ consisting of the Hon'ble Finance Minister
and Secretary 19 jEe "Coverment of Assam in the Finance Department as
Chairman and Secretary respectively of the Board and seven members of which
three to be ClCC[Cd by t}?” Assam L"ﬂl-‘ilflllvc A':i'sf'.lllljl}’ .'lnrl_ four _lm‘",h,.n e
be nominated by the Government preferably from flood-affected districts of the

Province.” .

Sir, at the outset I should like to congratulate the '
et ais oLt e ik ”"IC”I.‘{E,'—Y unfortunate that for some years past
natural‘ Calamitics have l.’cc" l'(!gular]y visiting lh‘_-= Province of Assam. _])l.ll'im'. the
= alagl ki millions of p(tﬂp!u' have _bm-,u sui’.lr-.t:u-tl to untold sullering and
Dy pmperlies o e o rupces have been destroyed by these
natural calamitics: When such calamities come they comée all on a sudden
andithey: o without warmns- Jhcr!’_innr, hl.r-, it 18 .rr:t”)- in the fitness
o things i Govcrnm“n-t Sh()ulﬂ be _'n l;‘::ldll'lf?‘i.‘i to lace such situat1ons
L Sy plae e ,c'.w'ﬂai-’,(id in this Bill. Now my Amendment onY
Suspices ¢ o oV S ‘].[h‘c purpose of the Bill is to raisc a fund under the
e i Gove,rm_“e{’_“ Yiﬂl l'llcmvcr"m"“‘i contribution. I'his is the main
o o e 'n'us uclll “81 . r}):).t be made up by (_:0‘{tzrnmr:m contribution
e clause } ot BJ_-I} Gk &' commencermnent of this Act, the Provincial
Sl 'y '%w)‘:’](:;sl1 o e {101- tl}‘J Province of Assam a Fund called the
‘Agsam Famin€ Relief an stfance Fund’.

The fund shall consist of :— P

(i) the contribution by the Provincial Governmet under section 4 ;

(i7) any contribution by the Government of India ;
(iif) such other sums a3 the Provincial Government mmay transfer from the
unspent balance of the budget provision of any year under section 4, and
(iv) donations, if any, by the pul’),lic or by any institution or association for
the purposcs mcntioned in section 5. .
this Fund will be made up by contribution from the

Thcreforc, Sif, : A 5 .
Provincial and Central Governments a'nd also by contributions from individuals,
and organisations. In view of this 1t will be meet

Maulavi Muhammad

That after cl

Government for bringing

ivate associations
N aroper If e GO e take the public into confidence which will
be very conducive drfl s tflr managmeent of the Fund. My whole purpose
of moving Amencrt d’S at Government should take some representatives
- ‘o their conhdence for assistance and advice to face situations created

of people i
b floods afs O'thcr ?ﬁzurla-%o?ﬁ?]t};‘?s' We have seen, Sir, that whenever such
{ohpaEs: inance Minister is the only person to iales



1948) 1105

THE ASSAM FAMINE RELIEF AND INSURANGE FUND
I}I-lclo_‘ l‘)‘ts

?\‘.'h(":l‘:‘l\‘.f:!‘lsil:i]ily of giving rclief to different cli_slricls after visiting thcnltli’slﬂg:?,'[l)};

) inis:c;-:l there is any flood bundreds of telegrams (‘Ull]-ti- wl ' lb\' szivim.‘,:

gratuito, U_‘! Sf‘l‘.l‘(\!l{hilﬂ’l-ls tln'msvl*:'('t: and to take steps _ilfg"”"l".'g )‘clf g visit

all the .‘;IS‘_xc-lu-!. . l.lu- l'nmnu'- }inustcr. cannot alone divide -‘"‘“-hnnc Yo lies

the Dlh;- : tl(‘lvfl_ (.ln.\'lnu*ts or lnr._lhlu‘s at a time:  When he goes tlo ‘:17_ltli : ';:'e e

kalo r localities cannot wait and that means that other localitlies <& )
Y 1o be neglected. -

Pherefore, Sir, it will be a great help to the Government itself to have

d Co : 5 % %
- Minittee to consult belore hand to meet such situations.

t:ui\-;\:;m\.‘] in the last part of my Amendment 1 have stated tl‘w m;mbl?li.(::xlccgs(;i:t-
blv o Who will be needed, as three to be elected by the Assam LegIs ; & o
- and fours members to be nominated by Government prclemhl} 10‘m oc
-!ﬂm:.tml districts of the Province. I have purposely given these W_‘Ol‘dS ‘‘prefera-
bly from flood-affected districts” ctc., because the object of this Bill is not only to
Eve refief to flood affected people but also to 'pcople afllicted by some other
natural calamities such as cyclones, fire, etc., thatis why I have put in these
words, My reason for giving pr-ference to flood affected districts 18 that ‘oflall
the natural cala mities that befall us, flood is the most regular and most merciiess
as has been our experience during the last few years when ficods were very regular,
as our true friend it comes.

incumbent on the Govern-
ment that all representatives should be elected from flood-affected dlstl‘lcts_s tl.leY
had been given full discretion to select any gentleman from any other district.
My Amendment does not go against the principle of the Bill, it does not harm the
object of the Bill, on the other hand, by this Amendment I want to help Govern-
ment in giving effect to the provision of this Bill and achieve the object under-
lying this Bill. With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance
of the House.

I have put the word ““preferably” and it is not

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Amendment moved:

“That after clause 7, the following new clause be inserted as clause 8 and the
existing clause 8 be renumbered as clause 9 :—

‘8. The Assam Famine Relief and Insurance Fund shall be operated by the
Provincial Government with the help of a Commitiee to be called ‘the Assam
Famine Relief Advisory Board’ consisting of the Hon'ble Finance Minister and
Secreitary to the Government of Assam in the Finance Dcpa_rtm.cnt as Chax.rman
and Secfetary respectively of the Board and seven members o.i whgzh three Lod llje
clected by the Assam Legislative Assembly and four members to be no}n’ir}ate y
the Government preferably from flood-affected

districts of the Province’.

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Mr. spcakcr,_§ir, I have full
sympathy with the hon. Mover of this Amc_ndmcnt, but 1 al'ndsouAy to st_ate that
I cannot agree to accept the Amendment which he _has moved. cceptance of
this Amendment would defeat the purpose fOl‘-‘WhICll he has moved his Amend-
ment. I think my hon. Friend intends -§peedy qctlon_when these naFural calamities
visit any part of our Province. Immediate action will be held up if we have to
call up a meeting of an Advisory Board. This will mean delay. For management
of funds in flood-affected areas 1n districts s.\nd subd}wsmns, the District and
Subdivisional Officers always form non-official committees to advise them in the
matter. Peoples’ representatives are always called to help in the management of
the funds allotted by Government for incurring expenditures for relief of the
people.



196 TH . ]
E ASSAM FAMINE RELIEF AND INSURANCE FUND [23zo Ser.
BILL, 1948 )

With thes va
cse ‘vnrdsl 'Slr) I ha\“c Lo lf.'(lll("-t "]‘.{ hl)ll, l‘;iq"f_l’ ._\I.-."i.'._ . -’\"nﬁil-llnlll.lll

oufiqu . ’
lcanqdcﬁaw 'H{Jtht.lraw h'w Amendment because, as [ have stated, it will only
y which is certainly not his intention. '

Maulavi MUHAMMAD F 23
' ROL!‘I : o leave ol th Oous s )
ithdraw my Amendment. WE o aons, B

| The Hpn’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. member leave of the House to
thdraw his Amendment ?

The Amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question now 183
«“That clause 7 of the Bill as amended, stands part of the Bill”.
The question was adopted.

The Hon’hle the SPEAKER : Clause 8.

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: [ beg to move, Sir, that in
e first line of clause 8, the “comma’ after the word “may”’ be deleted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amecndment moved :

: “That in the first line of clause 8, the ‘comma’ after the word ‘may’ be
eleted”’,
(After a pause)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The questicn i8¢

“That in the first line of clause 8, the ‘comma’ after the word ‘may’ Pe
eleted”.
The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is: .
“That clause 8 of the Bill, as amended, stands part Bl B,

The question was adoped.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“That the Title and Preamble of the Bill stand part of the Bill”.
The question Was adopted.

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS : I beg to move, Sir, that the
Assam Famine Relief and Insurance, Bill, 1948, as amended, be passed.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

«That the Assam Famine Relicf and Insurance Bill, 1948, as amended, be
passed’’.

(After a pause)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : As no hon. Member i3 taking part I am
putting the question:

The question 18 )

“That the Assam Famine Relief and Insurance Fund Bill, 1948 be passed”.

The question was adopted.
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The Assam State Acquisition of Zamindaris Bill, 1948

] A T py > . .ite -
s Thp Hon blo‘ ?!_m Sl_’EAhER: Which of the two remaining items—the
Assam State Acquisition of Zamindaris Bill, 1948, or the Assam Primary Education
Rules, are the Government readv to move today ? )

® .e
o The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I have requested Mr.
:l Kjl.l.(l.l'.'ln‘mh_:n'! (.lt.nll.lhfll'_\‘. Parliamentary Secretary, to move the Assam State
.'\(,t'!ll.l.\lll()n of Zamindaris Bill, 1948, and in course of the debate I may also give
my views. i ;.

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary): 1 beg to introduce the Assam State Acquisition of Zamindaris Bill, 1948

and to move that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee.

. Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise on a
point of order. By this Bill, Government wants to withdraw certain interests
and acquire title from the holders of land. Therefore the Bill attracts the provi-
sions of section 299 of the Government of India Act. Section 299, sub-section (3)
reads thus “No Bill or amendment making provision forthie transferenee.to public
ownership of any land or for the extinguishment or modification of rights therein,
including rights or privileges in respect of land revenue, shall be introduced or
moved in either Chamber of the Federal Legislature without the previous sanction
of the Governor-General in his discretion, or in a Chamber of a Provincial
Legislature without the previous sanction of the Governor.”

There is nothing in the wording of the Bill as has been placed before the

House to show that the Governor has given his previous sanction to the introduc-

tion of this Bill. In all such Bills in the past, e. g., the Sylhet and Goalpara

Tenancy Acts, the words ‘“that the previous sanction of the Governor’ was
obtained are embodied in the Bill itself. There is a departure in this case and
nothing has bheen mentioned about obtaining sanction even in the speech of the
Mover. That this is important will be evident from the rules of this House,
I‘UI(‘-. 94 of ovur Assembly Rules as revised recently says, “If notice is given of a
motion to introduce a Bill or to move an amendment which, in the opinion of
the Speaker, cannot be introduced or moved save with previous sanction, the
Speaker shall, as soon as may be after the receipt of the notice, refer the Bill or
the' amendment to the Governor and the notice shall not he placed on the List ol
Busm_cSS unless the Governor has indicated to the Speaker that the previous
sanction required has been granted”.

I do not know whether you, Mr. Speaker, have received any communication
from His Excellency the Governor that previous sanction has been granted for
the introduction of this Bill. If you have not received such communication f'rm}l
the Governor, sub-rule (3) of section 54 provides that you will have to refer this
to the Governor. The sub-rule reads ‘“Nothing in this rule shall be decr_ned_ to
preclude the authority whicl_l would have power to grant Pr_evious sanction if it
were necessary, {rom communicating to the Speaker his decmqn that a Bill or
amendment in respect of which no reference has heen_ made, is a Bill or amend-
ment which cannot be introduced or moved save with his previous sanction, and,
if such communication is made, the Speaker shall not allow the Bill to be intro-
duced or the amendment to be moved until the necessary previous sanction has

been granted”.

*Speech not corrected.
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i T'here 1s .nf).'i(flutrfl}‘ no IIHIIIJI that section 209 15 atira tedd, I may tm"minu,
.Slr’ t(ha[ there is slight difference in the wording of section 299 after the adaptation
n 1)47. Aﬂf:r Eldil!)!iltl()”’ the “""'-'”l‘l “in the (ii,t_lrlitnn of the | 5“‘-r‘t‘nnr"

has been omitted. Therefore it may be argued on behalf of the Goverment
illiil:séliitvll ol previous sancuon by

that as the Ministry has moved the Bill,

Governor is not necessary. This argument may be advanced by the Minstry
and by doing so they lend themselves to the charge of being contradictory in
action. We have received notice of the resolution by the same hon. Parliamen-

tary Sccr«:t:try who has nlh\'r'{l for the inlrnt!urlinnuf the Zamindari Abolition
Bill about forming a National Cadet; Corps. His Resolution thmie is headed “‘on
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move "'. I the
(:‘()\'Cl'l‘l()l".‘i sanctirm i8 for moving a Resolution I submit that it 18
necessary in this Bill also. I submit that if no intimation that previous sanction
has been given by His Excellency has been received by you and as we have heard
nothing from the Mover, it is clear that the introduction cannot be allowed.

necessary

(,HOUI.)HI'H'{Y - (Parliamentary
nu(lt‘l‘ section ) ) llf I'.’IR (;ll‘;r: nment Hl‘
message required by rule 54 has been

Sir

MAHENDRA MOHAN
Sanction of His Excellency

s been obtained and also the
not obligatory to move that,

Srijut
Secretary)’
India Act ha

obtained. It is
presumed  that when such

‘ble the SPEAKER: It 18 _:,{rmrl‘.‘l.”}'

introduced sanction as referred to by the Hon'ble Lepder
of the Opposition is obtained from His Excellency the Governor. T think it
has been made clear that sanction has been uhru:.nt:(l and therefore 1 hold that
there is no objection to move the Bill as the Parliamentary Secretary has done.
1 think it is redundant to mention that while

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary
Secretary) : On the recommendation of His Exccllency the Governor of Assam,
1 beg to introduce.........

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : I

form. The fact that previous sanction
may be mentioned in the Preamble.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : May I point out, Sir, thatin
other Bills, the usual phraseology applied is this “Whereas the previous ganction
of the Governor has been obtained...... »9 [ read from the Goalpara Tenancy
Act, 1943. 1 remember the same phraseology was used in case of Sylhet Tenancy

Act and other tenancy legislations.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN :
Preamble later on.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :

mendation’ and ‘*sanction’ ?
‘Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Yes, Sir, there is.
y to

have'It‘::: g;‘;;blp. Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : What is necessary is onl
that is not oblip:;lth that “‘sanction of the Governor has been obtained”. But
this Motion js oﬁt &rﬁtf)rg:ger the Rules, and it cannot, therefore, be said that

The Hon
Government Bills are

moving.

don’t think Sir, that that is the proper
of His Excellency has been obtaine

I think that can be included in the

Is there any difference between “recom-

SR e d .
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Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary
Secretary): Shall I move it again in that form, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, for the edification of the House.
Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary

Secretary) : Aflter receiving the sanction of His Excellency the Governor of
Assam, T beg, Sir, to introduce the Assam State Acquisition of Zamindaris Bill,
1948, and to move that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee.

_ "Mflula\_'i MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Is the reference to the
Select Committee to be made with the sanction of His Excellency ?

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : No, he moved two separate Motions,

. Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary
bgcrctary): Mr. Speaker, Sir, this Bill was to be piloted by Hon'ble Shrijut
Bishnuram Medhi, Revenue Minister. But as he is now lying ill, the responsibili-
tics have devolved on me to introduce this Bill in its introductory stage before
this august House to-day. It is a great pride for me that I have been entrusted
by my Leader to take the credit ol introducing this Bill which is so long and
widely talked about. It envisages the close of an old chapter of the history and
promises a new one. The Bill contemplates to remove one of the last relics of
medieval Feudalism. It is mainly to do away with Zamindaris and other
intermediaries with adequate compensation and settle lands with full heritable
and transferable rights with the actual tillers of the soil. I have very litie to
say when I go to describe the evil effect of the system as cvery hon. Member
of this House is fully aware of it. The absentee landlordism which 1s a direct
offshoot of this system has created a class of irresponsible landlords which has

" stood on the way of growth and development of the raiyats who are actually

owners of the land and who pay land revenue only to feed the whims of these
landlords. The system may receive encouragement ina dependent India but
with our attainment of Independence the system has lost all its support from the
people and the Government in pursuance of that will of the people have come
forward with this picce of legislation.

Permanently-settled estates in Assam are confined to the districts of Goalpara,
Garo Hills and the Karimganj subdivision of the Cachar District. In Goalpara
there are 19 such estates, in Garo Hills 1 and in the Karimganj the number
after separation of Sylhet is estimated to be 11. In Goalpara for an arca of
15 lakhs and odd acres Government receive as revenue only Rs.11,411, i.e., 11 pies
per acre, in Garo Hills for 428 acres Rs. 12, i.e. 3 pies per acre, and in Karimganj
for an area ot 1} lakh acres only Rs. 20,197, i.c., 2 annas per acre. The revenue
Government receive from these estates does not come up cven to one per cent.
of what their Zamindars receive from their first intermediary not to speak of the
tenants.. This has deprived the raiyats from their legitimate benefits and has
rendered land revenue almost entirely inelastic for about a century and a half
depriving Government at the same time of the benefit of higher prices of crops,
increase in the value of land, extension of cultivation or growth of towns.

In Goalpara out of the 19 permanently-scttled estates, according to the
Assam Land and Revenue Manual, there are at least ten in regard to some of
which there is doubt as to how they came to be permanently settled at all; the
rest arc estates originally held revenue-free on non-valid titles.

*Speech not corrected
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Ip old Sylhet again (of which Karimganj was a part) many of the pcasant
proprietors were later on E.‘(Jnvr'rlc:r! to what are called proprictors under the
f»and and Revenue Regulation, 1.¢., they had their revenue hxed in perpetuity

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER_: Order, order. The hon., Member should
state the names of the members of the Select Committee.

MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary

Srijut ‘
Secretary) : I shall do it at the end of my speech, Sir.
;Iphe Hon'lble thc SI’EAKER: \\.}"!['3 l'l"' l|.’iflll i“ '-'.l'--ila‘." the names now,

if they are ready 7
MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary

Srijut [AH] . ] : . |
Secretary): 'l he Select Committee will consist ol the following members:
(1) The Hon’ble Minister of Revenue,

(2) Srijut Siddhinath Sarma,

(3) Srijut Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (Parliamentary Secretary)
(4) Srijut Sarat Chandra Sinha,

(5) Srijut Hareswar Das,

(6) Srijut Santosh Kumar Barua,

(7) Raja Ajit Narayan Dev of Sidli,

(8) Srijut Motiram Bora,

(9) Babu Kamini Kumar Sen,

(10) Srijut Manisankar Basumatari,

(11) Saiyid Md, Saadulla, and,

(12) Muhammﬁd Abul Kashem,
el form, 4, quorum and the Committee is to submit its report by the

15th Japuary, 1949 , : ,

Now, Sir, Government hu\fc not hitherto disputed the proprictory rights of
these Zamindars. But the Zamindary system has long outlived its usefulness.  In
1940, the Bengal Land Revenue Commission (popularly known ag the Floud
Commission) €ame to the concl.usmn that “this system is no longer suitable to
the conditions of the present llmc,.an(l that it has developed so many defects
that it has ceased to serve any national interest”. Among other defects, they
enioned that it has resulted in mqquznlitics of assessment, it has deprived the
Government. of the close contact with rural conditions, it has imposed an iron
frame-work which has had the cflect of stifling the enterprise and initiative of
all classes concerned. It has permitted  the creation of a number of parasite
intermediaries between the Z.ammdar and the actual cultivator. It hasled to
an immense volume of harassing and expensive litigations and so on. And they
concluded that 1no half measurcs would satisfactorily remedy its defects -and
that the policy should be to bring the actual tillers of the soil into the position
of tenants holding directly under the Government. :

The Famine Enquiry Commission practically came¢ to the same conclusion
and the Indian National Congress in its last election manifesto committed itself
to abolish this outworn system. Bihar stole a march over other provinces and
‘passed the abolition of Zamindary Bill about six months ago. Madras has
its Bill on the legislative anvil. West Bengal is going to introduce it shortly.
Our neighbouring State of Fast Bengal has gone ahead with her scheme
of abolition of this medieval anachronism Assam also has not lagged
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too far behind. The Assam Provincial Congress Committee about a ytar ago
adopted a resolut’on to take immediate steps to. abolish the Zamindary system.,
In February last Government issued a questionnaire on the subject and almost
every reply was for abolition of this system. Since then Government have
been receiving hundreds of resolutions and petitions every day urging them
to take immediate measures for removal of this canker ‘on the body social.
Government convened a meeting  of rvepresentatives of Zamindars and
Raiyvats on the 30th June, 1948 and the present draft of the Bill was discussed
in that meeting and the clauses thereunder were unanimously accepted.
The Zamindars’ interests were vepresented by the Raja of Sidli. Mean-
while reports have been pouring in all that the Zamindars oblivious
to this duty to the nation are destroying the national wealth like forest
assests by ipdiscriminate deforestation and that they are settling lands
with non-nationals on mass scale in an unimaginable haste and hurry
without any plan or method, simpl.\"'-\’ith a4 view to  raising their figure
of gross income for the purposec ol calculation of their compensation.
Government could not wait any longer and under the pressure  of public
opiniou have decided to introduce the Assam State Acquisition of Zamin.
daris  Bill in this Session.

The Bill by its very naturc extends to the permanently settled areas
of Goalpara, Garo Hills and Cachar. It also extends to the Laklmraj
cstates within - the boundaries of such  permanently settled estate, b=cause
to leave the proprictors of such Lakheraj estates within  their bo_und;n'ics
(now f[reed from Zamindary yoke) to merrily go on asever .ﬂcec‘mg the
]‘JUOI' raiyats would not only be inconsistant with  the spirit of the l_}ill,
but will be imquitous to the adjacent /.ummdn.l"s. and to the raiyats of the
Lakheraj estate. The Bill ;11_50 lm_uthcs th.e Bijni and .\..tdl:.l)lmrs, because
though there are some uncertainty about their real status it 1 beyond doubt
that the Rajas if not anything else are rent receivers pure and
simple.

In a legislation of this kind there are three main questions—
(1) rights "and intercsts of which .clusscs of intermediaries should be abolished,
(2) what should be the nature of the land tenure that  would follow the
abolition of Zamindary (3) what compensation should be paid.

Let me take them one by one. :

1. The Bill contemplates (if necessary by stages) ~al)olition of all
intermediaries standing between the State and the tillers  of the soil. Ag
soon as notification is published under clause 3 in the prescribed manner
all rights of the proprictors and tenure holders (tenure holder ,}‘lasa spe-
cial meaning akin to rent receiver) named therein will vest in the Lirown free
from all encumbrances. To enumerate some of these rights they are (7) inte-
rests in land with its sub-soil and mines and mmcra.ls. (22) interest in ﬁsheries,
(iif) interests in hals, bazars, ferries together with ‘.the _right to realise
tolls from them, (iv) interests in bmldu‘lgs used primarily as office or
cutchery, (v) right to realise rent, rvovalty or cess, fees and t.oll:; and go ot
The clause has been so framed as to enable the real cultivator to bring
in dircct touch with the Stat;e. T'he proprietors :a:nd tenure holdel.s, i
ever will be allowed to retain possession of their homesteac_l land and
buildings and private lands (known as Nij Jote or Khamar) retention of private
jands being subject to a maximum of 300 bighas.

As regards question  (2) the Flond Commission had long ago recommen-
ded that the permanent settlement and the Zamindary system should be replaced
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by a Rayatwar{ system by the abolition of all the supecrior interests abov
the actual cultivators. The Madras Bill has given eficct to ;;.-,'::)_W
{nmcndatlon. : The Assam Bill also wants to convert the 7.::1:&::*!;----“r~r ¥
into Rayatwari onecs It has therefore provided in clause 9 .: ,.m]:(l:

status of land holder to a peasant who has been in possession for ten

years or morc and of settlement holder when the possession is

for a lesser pcrmd. This does not however prevent the [atter from ’
raivatwari areas has been :

getting a periodic Patta after conversion to
complf;'tcd if the land is otherwisc fit to be made periodic under the
land Revenue Resulation. This periodic Patta will confer permanent
haritable and trangﬁfrablrr rights. f)t‘aly in case of transfer of land from a
cultivator to hon-cu ous permission of the Deputy Commis-

Itivator, the previ
sioper  will be necessary. It has been made much of by the interested
false and malicious

parties and ! propaganda have been unleashed by this
friends of the tenants to mislead

them to opposing this Bill on .
transfer. -

so called ¥ - '
the ground that the Bill has sought to restrict their rights of
oted that such statutory and beneficial restrictions (if restric- -

protection of

But be it n
tions can they

the cultivators
settled districts

he called at all) are intended solely For  thé
and are found in periodic leases of all tl.e tempo arily
of Assam even Since 1010 and are not a peculiar feature of

the ])OSL-Zami“da’Y Kalyacwar ‘:‘('“l"’”‘«‘"l of Goalpara -'.imi Cachar. Surely a
t cannot allow the resurrection of the parasitic Zamin-

popular Goyers has been acquired z : i .
dar. systcm, r:mcc it has D C.'_-lf-qull‘t( at such a ,,lf'gh... cost to the State
coffer. Therc 18 apotheg, provision namely clause 9 (2) (iit) b) which 1is as
the land or any part of the land included in a lease may,

Provincial Government without any

follows : -— '
at any time, be taken away by the
t cost of 1mprovement effected on the land and cost Gl

the

fon €xCC e

:(?;:(f))::;at:)[{houscs lz)m.d i:uxtldm'g:; whenever it is deemed necessary  [for
purposc Of CO-OP‘:fa“VC (j'dfrmlnlg. UI; C‘JI'ISOI'](J&'.IU‘“ -Jf llf)ld“lgs or ;l"y {)thcr
agragian reforms approved by the Provincial Government.

provided that the i]casc} !mldcr shall have a right 1o l.)(‘-(:()mc a4 member
Sty med _hor t’n{. purpose of co-operative farming, consolidation
- hLoldings ©F any other agranan reforms approved by the Provincial
of ho for the benefit of such lease-holder.

In casc an { suc leas

men i R s¢ any of such lecasec-
Govern oes not derive any benefit under the scheme so approved, he
holders ‘Jed tO such reasonable \
cd .

compensation as  Government may by

eyt -, p AN 31
:son has been misinterpreted to  the poor  raiyats by
arties. The All-India  Congress Agrarian  Reforms ‘
\

.

the }ﬂtere;av' repeatedly declared  that the future of Indian cultivators

qom.n""ttlee o crativc and Iargc SCalc Iﬁrming. r,l.‘hc Bi“ thcreforc SkaS to 3

licsgan iy 22 gcouragement to the formation of such co-operative farming socicties

provide for ccultivators in their own lands for their own benefit. If he

among ! ee,l[' of this opportunity to take the bene

hlmé rcasonablc compensation  for any land

ander the land Acquisition Act, Government have been acquiring

Even l’lOVVn indiVidual on fair Compcnsation for the bcnpﬁt of a larger

lalrlldls OIT?-;is provision seeks for nothing else.

s e people have tried to make the provision about tne limitation of
Som¢ P= ¥ rea onc canhold. In the temporarily scttled areas, the present

of more than 30 bighas
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not exceed three times the economic holding. The provision to limit the
maximum area to 100 bighas in clause 9 (2) (¢) has been made to give effect to
this statutory principle, otherwise Zamindari in other guises will emerge. But
{llcrc 1s the provision to relax this limit in case of co-operative society
!ormcd for the purpose of large scale farming or consolidation of holdings or
in case of individuals taking up large scale cultivation by mechanical
appliances,. )

(3) The third and to many, most important question is in regard to
compensation. In this, our Bill follows the principle laid down in the Bihar Bill.
In a legislation of this kind, the principle of market wvalue (which is one
extreme) cannot be followed . In the other extreme are the demands
that no compensation should be paid at all, considering the history and
back ground of the permanent  settlement  and the Lakheraj and the
“Acknowledged Estates”. We have in this Bill proposed to avoid both the
extremes and have followed the golden mean of “‘compensation of net in-
come”,  Although the Floud Commission had recommended capitalisaliqu
of the net income at aflat rate a slab system  worked in inverse ratio
to the size of the net income seems to be more equitable and wmost of the
replies to our questionnaire approved this method. This has therefore been
adopted and provision has been made accordingly in clause 13.

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 1. p. M.
After Lunch

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Srijut Mahendra Mohan Choudhury to
continue his speach.

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Perliamentary Secreta-
ry): Mr. Speaker, Sir, the religious and charitable institutions will in lieu
of compensation reccive annuities in perpetuity equal to such net  incomes
adequate for the purpose of cariying out the object of such. trust.

To remove hardship in payment of compensation, provision has been
made in clause 20 for payment of ad-interim compensation  even before the
final compensation statement has been prepared.  The mode of payment
has been described in clauses 20 and 21. Let me quote the relevant clause
here—“After the date of vesting and before the final p}lbllcanon. of the
compesation statement, «ad-interim payment to the outgoing proprietor or
tenure holder of an estate or a tenure vesting in the Crown may be made as

follows :
° (1) The Compensation Officer shall calculate the probable amount of com-

ation which shall be finally payable. . .
(2) Two per centum of such probable compensation shall be paid qq-
interim to each proprictor or tenure holder 1in cash or in the manner
rescribed every year, until such time as the compensation statement has
been finally published.”” . .

In order to avoid adding fuel to the inflationary flames, provision has .been
made for payments in bonds if the amount of compensation exceed a prescribed
amount. -

The Statement of Objects and Reasons has explained the reasons for
introduction of the Bill. Our new found freedom will come to nought if
we cannot free the poor raiyats from the yoke of Zamindary system  and
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place ‘the raiyafs of these areas on the same status with their  brethren in
the temporarily settled areas.

I believe, every hon. Member of this House will be one with me that
Zamindaris must go. Then the question arises how best we  can abolish
it without causing little or no dislocation on the social, ecconomic and
political life of the country. ‘This Bill has been drafted keeping this end
in view. I, of course, admit that therc may be some provisions in the Bill
Which may rcquin- some im]mwﬂncnl. (;rwcrmurnl do not propos: 1o !mrr)'
this Bill through. The Bill is going to be referred to a Sclect Committee
Comprising of rcpr::scmmivcs of all classes and interests, ..-\ll l','l.l'mr.\ .lmd
intcrests will be giVCll Eifl.l,)'t? uppurlllnilim 10 Pl:ur their view lmgn’ls
and to submit rcprcs«:matiom to this Committee and the Committee will
surcly take them into consideration, If found necessary the entire Commi-
ttee or a Sub-Committeee formed in this behalf may move from place to

place to hear people locally.

These measures have been proposed as 1 have already pointed out to give
all facilities to all interests and classes to have their say before the Bill
akes the final shape and becomes an Act. 1 can assure the House on behalf
f the Covernment that Government will do their best to sce that least
lislocation is causcd in the economic, social and political life of the society.
Hon. Members, 1 am sure, cannot but  appreciate this good nten-
ion of the Government and, I hope, the hon. Members of all groups
and parties and with them the public outside will render their best 57;3-
speration in doing away with this outworn symbol of medicvalism. o
the Zamindars and other Tenure-holders, I want only to say that they
must have faith in the Government. This Government is their Government
also and as such they should not apprehend any injustice in their hands.
if they can inculcate this faith in them they will find all their apprechen-
sions to be baseless. The Raiyats also should not be apprchensive of — any
ill treatment. This Government cannot but be vigilant always to safeguard

their interests. Congress represents .
ted by the represenstatives of the Congress ; therefore, they will always find

in them the best watch-guards  of their interests.
With these words, Sir, I conclude.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

““That the Assam State Acquisition of Zamindaris Biil, 1948, be referred to a
Select Committee consisting of the following Members :—

(1) The Hon’ble Minister of Revenue,
(2) Srijut Siddhinath Sarma,
(3) ,, Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (Parliamentary Secretary),
(4) ,, Sarat Chandra Sinba,
(5) ,, Hareswar Das, ;
(6) ,, Santosh Kumar Barua,
'%’1’) Raja Ajit Narayan Deb of Sidli,
8) Srijut Motiram Bora,
(9) Babu Kamini Kumar Sen,
(10) Srijut Manisankar Basumatari,
(11) Maulavi Saiyid Muhammad Saadulla, and
(12) Maulavi Muhammad Abul Kashem.

. Five Members will form a quorum and the Sclect Committee is to submit
its Report by the 15th January, 1%4,9,” e Sclec I

the mass and this Government is constitu- -~
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Mauiavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
congratulate the hon. Parliamentary Secretary for his long and in‘['urm'.x’ti\fc
speech. But I am sorry that 1 am compeiled to condemn his lubck ol courtesy in
the strongest term.  While reading out the names of the proposed Select Com-
mittee when he read out the names of the Members of the Congeess Party he
prefixed against cach of the name with the title of “‘Srijut™ but when he read the
names of mysell as well as of Mr. Abul Kashem he did not add anything. He
read out my name as pure and unprefived **Saiyid Muhammad Saadulla®. But
I am sut:p:‘uiccl to hear that when you, the Hon’ble Speaker, read out the names
you prefixed the word ‘Maulavi’ to our names.

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secretary) :
Sir, I regret the omission ) '

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir, 1 find that my name
has ben proposed to the Select Committec, but the time for submitting the Report
has been fixed as the 15th of January, 1949,  Probably, it will not be possible ior
me to attend the Select Committee meetings, for hon. Members know that the
Constituent Assembly will commence its Session from the 4th of November, 1948
for passing the Draft Constitution, in the writing of which I had some hand.
I have been requested by the Members of the Drafting Committee to be present
during the Session and I think I ought to remain there.  Probably, the months
of November and December will be required for finishing that Dbusiness and
therefore I will not be in a position to attend the mectings of the Select Com-
mittee, during those months. I, therefore, submit that in place of mysell, unless
the date of submission of the Report is extended to 15th of February, the name of
Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury be substituted.

Now, I come to the main purpose of this debate. Under  ru'e 60 of our
Legislative Assembly Rules, we can at this stage discuss in broad outline the
principles of the Bill without going into long details.

I was amused at the cloquence of my Friend, hon. Srijut Mahendra Mohan
Choudhury, that in the name of Congress they are out to give relici to the masses,
that their campaign is to give relief to the common man or the cultivator. I
would show that by this Bill they have negatived their object. In my opinion,
some of the provisions of this Assam State Acquisition of “Zamindaris Bill, 1948
will hard-hit the raiyats and under-raiyats who can ill afford to put up with any
difficulty. The Bill can literally be described as the extinguishment of the rights,
interests and privileges enjoyed now by the raivats and under-raivats of the
permanently settled areas. I find from the Bill that the word ‘‘under-raiyat’ has
been mentioned in the definition (z¢) of clause 2. But nowhere else throughout
other clauses of the Bi'l there is any connection of the “underq:aiyat” with the
other provisions in the Bill.  Now, the raiyats, ‘the actual cultivators, and the
under-raiyats who are also actual cultivators, will be greatly adversely aifected by
different clauses of this Bill. Under clauses 4 and 9 of' the Bill the provision is
that with the publication of notification of resting the Zamindari Estates in the
Crown all the interests of the proprictors and tenure-holders and even the iights
of raiyats will vest absolutely in the Crown and such vesting will be free from
all cncumbrances. 7'his means thin whate\f(ir rights the raiyats and under-raiyats
now enjoy, under the Sylhet an.d Goalpara 1e‘nancy P'xcts, \-}'ill be extinguished,
This has been made very clear in clause 9(1)(¢) wherein it i1s said ‘T'he raiyats
shall be given the status of a settlement holder as defined in the Assam Land and
Revenue Regulation, 188, subject to any restrictions which Government may by
rules prescribe”.  Now, let us see how these raiyats will be affected. As the lands
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will vest in the Crown the cultivators or the raiyats shall have to take new
lcttlcmcntounder tl.u: Assam Land and Revenue Regulation of 1886, Th nr‘rizhu
valqablc rights, anr)yf:d under the Goalpara and Sylhet Tenancy Acts will not l;t:
avallafJ!c to them. l:ur f?x:uu;';lc, the Hon'ble Parliamentary Secretary has said
there will be no dcrirl_"'illir:n of the powers of transfer under the new ¢ --riu'iilinﬂ;
except one, and that is, no cultivator will be able to transfer his land or his right
to pussess his land to a l‘lf)ll-t_tlllli\'-‘llhr. I am at one with that principle.  But, as
the hon. Members of this House are aware, if annual Patta is issued such annual
Patta lands cannot be transferred to any one under the Assam Land and Revenue
Regulation. Then these raiyats and under-raiyats who now posscss rights of
sub-letting will have to forego them when they will come under the Assamn Land
and Revenuc Regulation. ‘

Then there is a vital question of enhancement of rent.  Under the present

law the raiyats ar_c immune from the enhancement unless there be some iln]':n\‘r-
ment in the fertility of the land, a thing which is very diflicult to prove. And
that

even this limited right of enhancement is further restricted by the provision
the enhancement cannot be more than 2 annas in the rupce. Whereas in the
Assam Land and R(,'.chn:' ](f'i_fllli'lliﬂll they will be subject to a flat rate irrespec-
tive of all other considerations. Then [ find, Sir, that under the new provisions
these poor mern, the common 1nass as d.‘:,"' ribed by the Hon'ble Mover, will be
dcprivcd of gettng any compensation if Government chose to take their lands
under sub-clauses (it) and (m). of clause 9(2), Then again the sub-c lause (&) is that
“That the Jand or any part of ‘.h" land included in a lease may, at  any titne, be
taken away by the I’T(JVH'C”‘l Government wl_llumt any x,_mu]n-na;ninn r'xf‘c;_ﬂ cost 1:'
improvcmcnt effected on thfﬁ land :md. cost u! rmnnyigl of lm_mu-,.s and hu;ldmgs s
Sir, although Government .s;x_ys.tlmt with an ulfzu u! improving the lot ol .lht' mass
or raiyats they arc gong t;’ orm co-operative farming socictics and so forth, tl_lﬁ
poor raiyats will get ahs": ut(:.ly no compensation for the [;u‘uls of which tlnty_l.\s-'l
be deprived. Undc:: the ](;l:(,sr-.;mt Jaw l.lu-y have got the right to get and (ll!l‘l
compcnsation. A a'l!} u:m Lr'“tn: proviso to sub-clause (2)(i) of clause 0 t_”(,m!,
categories of under-raryd Sf“” ! not get scttlement even under the Assam Lanc
and Revenu€ cgu]auon,dOF 1t 1s. prov;dc“-d that “‘no raiyat shall be given the
status of a land-.holder as efined in the aforesaid Regulation unless, prior o _the
date of notificationt ]l{"_d:‘;,mc:m” 3, h‘f’h-’ts held the land continuously as & raryat
for apefi"d of not ]Lde d..r:h o Zl(':;'lrs . All these raiyats and under-raiyats who
have been holding lands c1 c;r ircctly from the Zamindars or pmprict()rS or
from the middlc-mﬂ"‘l’l gennte 10lders l'hough they have occupancy- rights but ha
not had ten yeas occ}l{pahori'Of the lands, will be deprived of their rights 1O get
settlement under s i and and Revenue Regulation. Under the (}roalfa.ra
t the under-raiyat can acquire occuapancy rights and then claum

"Tenancy : e B s
compcnsation in case of l“;.ﬂcl!luwltmn._ But under the present proposed law no
jsion 15 made. ‘Lhen again, Sir, under the Goalpara T'enancy Act, the
will come

such provisi : ;
P d under-ratyats cannot be ejected. But these people, when they

and Revenuc Regulation and the Assam Tenancy Act of 1935,
be ejected under certain contingencies. I'rom all these

lear that the provisions of the Bill are far from improving the
r enjoyed

raiyats an
under the L&
will be lia(;blc tﬁ; %
it 1s a idan

:foﬁ'd?zzﬁ, pf-iifil?ge; and thedconc'essions which the raiyats have so fa
and thus they wﬂl e VtC}?]rY adversely affected.

1 can point out o neg similar defects so far as the poorer people, the actual
cultivators & cggcegh: ; I have stated enough to throw suflicient light before
the Hous¢ Bos %i htsp eréanc!"_’ersc that this Bill will mean extinguishing every

( possible COII::::IE%’OY gundi? tﬁ;“gleges that the raiyats and under-raiyats an
mon - 1€ present law. '
o Sir, ! hOIdfor nzhebféef cither for the Zamindars or for the
middlemeﬁ‘ nure-holders, but it i8 with a view to place

provisions

or
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before the House certain things which show that this class of people,

however unwanted by the present trend of opinion are not fairly treated.

Provisions in the Bill and the procedure proposed are all topsyturvy. My

hon. Friend, the Parliamentary Sccretary, Mr. Choudhury, quoted the Floud

Commission’s Report in supporting his case. I think the “Assam Government

would have done well to follow the line of procedure that that Commission had

recommended in their Report. That Commission consisted of experts the like

of which Assam cannot produce. That Commission recommended that the first
preliminary to any idea of acquiring the Zaminder's interest is that there must
be a complete and up to date record-of-rights, but I find, Sir, that the prosedure
has been reversed here.  First the Zamindar be ousted un a mere publication of
a notification and that the property vest in the Deputy Commissioner ; it is after
that that the procedure recommended by the Floud Commission will start. Now, it
is notorious that both in Goalpara as well as in Karimganj subdivision we
possess no record-of-rights.  The question of preparing a record-of-rights for the
permanently settled districts of Goalpara and Sylhet was mooted as early as 1926
in the then Council.  Government though admitting that it is essentially necessary
to have a record-of-rights, could not afford the money which will be required to
have the proper record-of-rights after a thorough survey and examination of
owner’s claim. I remember, Sir, at one time Zamindars were asked to give a
contribution when Government also would contribute something, as these records-
of-rights would be to the benefit of the Zamindars and the proprietors themsel-
ves, but the landlords were not agreeable to make any contribution towards
the costs and so the subject was dropped.

I remember, Sir, and I think, I will be borne out by my hon. Friend,
Mr. Kamini Kumar Sen, who is himself a Zamindar and 1 think he is the best
qualified man in this House to speak about the conditions in Karimganj sub-
division—that there is no end to the claiming of proprietorship in some form or
other to land in Sylhet district and the number of such claimants will net
consist of hundreds only but will go up to tens of thousands. The condition
in Goalpara is a little better and as has been mentioned by my hon. Friend, the
Mover, there are only 19 Zamindars in Goalpara, but so far as the proprietors
are concerned there will be no difficulty to prove their claims, but as regards
other grades of rent-receivers due to sub-infeudation of tenancy, e. g., the Jote-
dars, the under-Jotedars, the tenure-holders and the under-tenure holders and
various diflerent grades of tenancy rights in Goalpara, how is the poor Deputy
Commissioner who will take charge of the estates and have ultimately to pay
compensation, to find out wno is the real owner who should receive the compen-
sation however meagre it may be ? That will be an extremely difficult task and it
will cause immense hardship to very many parties. ¢

The Hon. Parliamentary Secretary with some show of pride mentioned that
he has provided to allow interim compensation before the final compensation
statement could be prepared. I was surprised that he was not ashamed to
mention the figure. The amount of the i_nterim compensation comes to the
magnificient sum of 2 per_cent! Then Sir, what _is the procedure abhoyt
compensation statement ? Itis prowdc.d in the provision of the sections here
that as soon as the Deputy Commissioner takes charge of the estate, a]]
necesary  papers of the seized estate shall  have to  be handed
over to him. Yet the Zamlpdz}r has been given the doubtful remedy of
filing an appeal before the District Judge and the High Court if he ijg not
satisfied with the compensation statement. How can this man file an appeal
when he has got no document with him, all documents having been takenpg 5
by the Government. Sir, as I have said, I hold no brief for the Zamind:er
they will be able to take care of themselves ; they are educated, they are mr:s};
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and two of their representatives adorn the Treasury Benches and therefore are
prf:sumcd to accept the creed of the Congress which has just been placed hefore
this House by the Paliamentary Sccretary, they will know how to conduct
themselves in this debate orin ‘he course of discussion. But 1 find certain
l!uﬂgs which are I'C[Jll;;llillll to the ]inl:li}llt' ol i“'*li( c, couty and fair play.
Even at the time of giving compensation, various deductions have been !'|.|‘:|nz:d
and curiously enough thereis a clause here, where it says that  apart from the
factors which have been stated in the body of the Bill on whic P
of an estate would be calculated and the deductions will be made, certain
provisions have - been left to be framed under the Rules. That is an
unheard of principle—that is not submitting to the scrutiny of the
House all the factors which will be taken into consideration at the time ol
arriving at the gross i’w”'P‘: and also to find out what actual deductions will
be made to arrive at the net income. 1 will make no mention of the quantum
of compensation which is being proposed and as I have said I have no concern
and I hold no brief for the /,:mmui:.nrs. dut in the deductions vou will fiod
that they are charged too much. For example, the deductions for collectiod
charges have been fixed in clause 12 at 12} per cent to 17} per cemt. Under the
present law i. ¢. the Court of Wards Manual, deductions for such purposes is limi-
ted to only 10 per cent. FEven under the Assam Agricultural Income-tax Act deduc-
tion for collection charges is up to 15 per cent, but here the deductions will 0
upto 17} per cent. Then again there are deductions for the cost of beneficiary
works. Now almost in_cvery estate there arce estate-managed schools, dispensarncs
and so forth. These bring no revenue Lo the Zamindars ; ratherit is a species of
deduction from their net income. But the Government makes the ]n'upns;ll that
as Government will be compeiled to keep on these institutions for the benefit of thq
common men, they will deduct from 8% per cent. to 12} per cent. for this class of
beneficiary institutions. 1 think that it will be the height of injustice if any deduc-
tion is made on this score. Likewise is the case of deductions for jncome-lax :!nd
agricultural income-tax. Now it is common knowledge that at the timc¢ ol arriving
at the net income, the Income-tax Department do not deduct from the previous
year’s income the amount o_f' income-tax that has been paid, but herec we I.'m(
that the Government is going to deduct even those for the purpose of arriving

at a net revenuc.

Then, Sir, the question of compensation.  The hon. Mover says (hat in order
to stop inflatory tendencics they propose to give compensation of only 50 per ccn‘j.
in cash and 50 per cent. probably in bonds which they will issuc and for the bon S
the intercst PrOVidEd ie only 24 per cent. In my opinion this is another piece ©
hard luck upon the Zamindars and tenure-holders. These people will be uprootet
from their .century old standard of living, they will be thrown out to the winds
with some compcnsation. In my opinion this compensation is not adc_qll_ﬂtc.
or even equivalent to what has been provided in other provinces where similar
Bills have been introduced or passed. Mention has been made of the Bihar
Bill which has been converted into an Act and of the Madras and United Pros
vinces Bills. But I can assurc the hon. Members that the rate of compensation
in Assam and in those provinces differs. '

This piece of legislation which will revolutionise not only the social life
of alarge class of people, but I claim that the entire people living in those
areas will be adversely affected with their rights and privileges greatly curtailed,
as T have already mentioned. I claim that these people must get somc kind
of relief. Give them some compensation at the carliest possible date so that
they can start life anew. You give them 50 per cent in cash and 50 per cent. in
bonds. Well, hon. Memhbers will be able to get better returns in interest by

il .

I
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keeping their money in fixed deposit wi ank . ap
nthci'r enter prises. But you wmln': l;:.'l:z:\[-htllls;.;:ﬂ‘s and in some other commercial and.
this lhiillll \:?11‘: h:l[lt(l::llﬂ:*;zit((‘:laui( (.‘-l t.l-l,‘.“ legislation is that they have .intmduc;d
sl ‘ - ve provisions and the House is being committed to its
punc:.plcs a d now they want to gather public opinion, for 1 heard the Parliamen-
tary Secretary to say that the Select Committee \\',ill be ﬁ‘cC to move from
;).I;u‘.t' to place to gather public opinion and take evidence of parties interested,
-[-,\'('n in the Goalpara Tenancy legislation the previous Government took people
into their confidence and placed a Special Officey in the locality who investigated
and consulted the local opinion. I remember when lhc:' first Tenancy Act was
p‘:lSS('(l, Mr. Laine (afterwards Sir Abraham [aine) g];(‘nl full one vear in
(.mulpzu'n District—-understanding all different gr:;dcs-"ni'rtcnancy and tenancy
rights and then convened a conference of people i;u-‘crc\“u‘cl and put his proposal
in lh«‘.llnm of a legislation. Here although this measure is one of the most
revolutionary in character, not a single .;".t‘,lllin(l:ll‘ or tenure-holder has been
consulted so far. ‘

N Sir, in the name of humanitarian policy, in the name of justice and
fair play, 1 request the Government to i"n!lm'v, the [)l‘OCCdlll‘C that was laid
b_y the Floud Commission. that is first start a record of rights which will
give you an idea of the cnormity of the task that you have undertaken, then
survey and finally have all the data before you pass this ‘Bill and give compensa-
tion. How much the top class, i. e the Zemindars and tenure-holders will
be benefited, it is for them to say, but I firmly believe it is the common men,
the masses, the raiyats and under-raiyats who will suffer most by this piece of
legislation.

Srijut SANTOSH KUMAR BARUA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is an iovpor-
tant piece of legislation which is going to be enacted and a few words on point
of facts with regard to this Bill I believe will not be out of place.

_ In the programme of Congress for Lconomic Development of the ceountry
reform in the agricultural economy finds an important place. A change in
the agricultural economy needs a change in the existing land system on a
progressive and uniform basis.  This reform is admittedly intended primarily
for creating condition for increasing the agricultural wealth of the country
as well as f{or improving the condition of the peasantry. So the Congress
Election Manifesto, 1946, stated amongst other things that ¢‘the rcform of
he land system which is so urgently nceded in India, involves the }”‘n}m'mig

< . . . . i N 1O
of the intermediaries between the peasant and the State. _r“i‘ﬁ”ilto Haca
intermediaries should therefore be acqllll'ed on payment of cqtll{)a‘ cﬂl fl?p‘e?sz‘xc-l
tion’’. In conformity with this pol}cy, 01:11' Government hals ifll;-_;'l 01\\-?1 .
this Bill which contemplates abolition ol Permfmently Sett ed Estates tpget 10T
with certain other estates as well as tenures included in those estates now
existing in that part of Assam which is comprised of. the district of_Go.alp.?ra
and warts of Garo Hills and Cachar with the rn:;mlfest purpose ol b_rmgmg

e PERTI -t with the tillers of the soil by removing the
the Government in direct contact wit . X . .
. e s Need for a change in the land system is evidently
intermediaries in these areas.  ANC {in the interest of rural econ i
i he eed of agricultura] relorm and in the interes omy.
The change is certainly radical which the Bill proposes to Dbring about
: which existed for ages because the change is

i “gystem of these areas, . s
Krlh:)l;:q}ﬁzdaff?;cting the interest not only of the Zamindars but the majority
of thé‘ opulation. I can speak with some authority about my district—I mean
the dic;tll-jict of Goalpara, where the number of intermediaries from Zamindar

graded down to the lowest tenure-holder is not small, If the change cannot
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be co-ordinated with a practical and forward plan for accommodating these
!arge_: body ol tqmmt-holdr-rs in the scheme of rural economy, then I am --zl't'.nid:
it will have a disastrous effect. It will upset the whole social and cconomie
system wh@h has grown .aml stabilized during these long years. According
to the fcclm:t,_" now prc.v:n-ling, Zamindars do stand condemned. So they will
havc. togo. Thereisa feeling r.ow all over the country—some kind ol uu‘-:fppﬂ*
hension about them that the Zamindars as a class are in inimical to the intcrest of
the country, thgugh it would be unfair to deny that their liberal contribution
to various public charities and their acts of benevolence were responsible in an
abundant measure for religious, cultural, and educational advancement not only
of the district but far Pcyoncl it. But they would go not because of the
inelasticity of revenue jvvhlch the system is alleged to have prt‘tlll(lml but because
political forces arc against them. Asa matter of fact it is not correct 10 say
that as a result of Permanent Settlement land revenue remained static at a
surprisingly low level, }ilchl)y depriving the Government of a fair share of
rental realized by the Zamindars. Land Revenue is of coursc fixed at a very
low figure. But besides land revenue which is not the only kind of State
demand on the 1come of the ./-:uniud:nr.-a from land, they have to pay Local
Rates, Agrif:ulturul [ncome T'ax, Central Income Tax as rcvenucs which run

upto a considerable amount 1n proportion to the rental realised by them apart
the overns

from a large sharc.of revenue from Stamps, Court Fees ete , which
ment derives indirectly. So inclasticity of revenue which is only 2 popular
belief is not there and scope for making it further clastic always remains.

f big

not feel much concerned with the fate of this group ©

Sir, one May 0. c 4
landlords, 1 mean Zamindars, who however form a small minority in the -“_""“yi.
f the Zamindary system means not only the climination O
rent-

But the abolition 0
Zamindars but the whole body of tenure-holders, under-tenure-holders

receiving-raiyats, tiil we go down to the actual cultivator of the soil. I
. . - ’ - . . < saker
(At this stage the Hon’ble Speaker vacated the chair and the Deputy D peass

occupied it)
One ca

these tenures
will be rendere

nnot buf® feel really concerned with the fate of the large nUIllllJ(:'l' of
holders who fmm I:Iac bulk of the population of the district. ‘lhcy
. d !zfnd_lcss‘ and’ with it naturally they will be deprived of the
ways of carning thetr l;;‘;,hhood to which they have been accustomed for
tions. They Will'go 00 X0 th-elr jand with a modest pittance far bhelow l,hc
income they were gcttmg_out.of it. They will be out of their occupation wit
their families tO be ma;lntamcd and children to be cducated at a time Wh"ln
country is passing through an (‘Ilnsfablc economic condition. They will be ?"Y
ot into desperation; afl distress. Of course they will get compensation-
But the comp_cnsatlon 18 go, (f(YiIO_Ugh to assure their income at all.  The zz_s;scSSfljf"t
of'compcﬂsatlon cannot be said to have been made on an equitable basis. I'hey
' "¢ the full value of the land they are dispossessed of but only @ small

lo not get ™ G Ao
4 nd even what they will get is likely to be spread over some years
n, neither

gcncra-

" ortion of it 20C = - i i
?n i) annual instalments which cannot be suflicient to keep them o
e investcd for a profitable return.
e that Permanent Settlement encouraged sub-infeudation a?d
the

It is true . 1%,
brought into existence 4 body of rent-receivers between the Zamindar and
But sub-lnfc.lldatl‘m 1s not necessarily an evil. It does not mean that

the cultlyatox: has tod pay a high rate of rent but rather the burden of rent has
been evenly _q;::.tr:bgtc amc{g&“ the different classes of tenantry on account of
which  there has d’%‘?n a wide disfursement of wealth, derived from agricultural
e ¢t the different ranks and class:g of the society, thereby contributing

Jand amonss ey e : : ¢
ol > neral prosperity. Moreover it has given an interest in land to many of

. asid il o
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the middle class who have built up its social and economic structure ang
who in fact form the backbone of the society. It is they who pioneered in
developing political consciousness amongst the masses, They are the people wha
gave lead, guidance and help for 5‘.&_'"'(‘“1“11'1“, _(‘dll(‘zlllﬂll;ll ard cultural pro-
gress in villages. To drive them out of the land will undoubtedly result in serious
consequences, Not only that, lhcy_’ will be t.hl‘m\'n. out of their means of
livelihood, but that the villages _wlll be deprived of their services which are
mostly needed now in all sphere of rural d«‘\'Glﬂ'P]ll(‘l!l activities. The agriculture
itself will suffer a serious set-back, because Wltl} their disappearance, it will he
left entirely in the hands of the tillers of the soil whose incompetence due to
illiteracy and want of sufficient money, nceds no comment. So these are the
promblems. They are serious ])l'}\lrl(‘lll's nml‘vnnnm be brushed aside lightly,
Rather they require serious cunsul_cml}un. Extermination of the middle class
which will result in the abolition of private landlordism will injure social well
being.  What I say is true for the whole of the Province and not only for myv
district and hon. Members will be able to realise the seriousness of the situation
in all its aspects if they like to examine the problem in its true perspective.

Madam, it is not understood why this piece of legislation is intended for a
small part of the Province and not for the whole of it. The Bill proposes to acquire
(1) the permanently settled areas, (2) ‘(h(‘ Lakhiraj estates within the boundary
of permanently settled estates and (3) tl_lc acknowledged estates in Bijni and
Sidli Duars. Now there are 174 Lakhiraj Estates in all in the Assam Valley
districts.  Out of these, only 40 in the Goalpara district are sought to be aboli-
shed, leaving aside 134 such Lakhiraj Estates covering an area of 85, 059 acres
in the other districts of the Assam Valley. Then there are six pies Lakhiraj
Estates, the holders of which pay revenue at the rate of 6 pies per Bigha of land
under cultivation only Then tlu:r‘c are Nisfi-Kbiraj Estates, the revenue of
which is payable at half’ the rate. I'hese estates are also just like Zamindary
estates existing in other parts of Assam. | y .

As regards acknowledged estates, they are held on periodic lease  like similar
estates in the temporarily-settled districts of  Assanr which are not included
within the scope of the Bill.  When reform is needed then that reform should be
for the whole of the Province and not for a part of it.  So, it appears that this
Bill has failed to evolve a uniform policy with regard to land system throughout
the Province, though it is considered essential to get rid of the middlemen and
intermediaries so that Government can be brought into direct touch with raiyats
in the interest of the peasantry and agriculture and for the general interest of
the Province at large. There is sub-infeudation in varying degrees creating
middlemen and intermediaries in the temporarily-settled areas under the Govern-
ment. There are landlords and under them raiyats and under-raiyats and there is
an Act called “Assam Tenancy Act, 19.:35”_ to lzcgula.te the relations of ]andlor.d
and tenant in the temporm‘ily-scttled districts of Province ‘oi As_sa‘{l“l. . So, there is
no denying of the fact that there are m:ddlengxen ansi 111_tcx:nf:d1a}1cs retween tl.le
Government and the actual cultivators both in the Zamindary area as well as in
the temporarily-scttled area. Private Jandlordism exist all over Assam and the
T G heor climination in one part of the Province applies equally to the
8 I should say, raiyats and under-raiyats in the

other part As a matter of fact, 1 :
permall)‘.le.ﬂtl}"settle d arca are better situated than those of the Government Khas

Mahal. It is undeniable that they enjoy. the Iargcs_t measure of rights and
privileges. Practically they are the proprictors of their land barring the obliga-
tion 01. pa.ying thEir rent Wthh RISO lhey arc i1n no hurly io pay aS. 1t becolnes due_.
and which very often mounts up to arrear for three years, occasionally more in
times of distress and get time-barred.  Also Sun-Set Law is not in operation.
Even the rent they have to pay is very much lower than that in Khas Mabhal.
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1 don’t think I would be wrong if I say that rent payable by the raiyat in the
permanently-settled arca of this district is the lowest tn India.  Further, Madam,
it cannot be said that the economic condition of the peasants in Khas Mahal

- is better than those in the pcrm:mr:mi}-s‘rttlrri areas pnor the agriculture in a more
thriving condition.

But, Madam, the crux of the whole problem is whether under the existiing
order of the society a system can be set up by which the State will come 1n direct
relation with the actual tiller of the soil and there will be no intermediaries (o
interverie. The answer to this question is a definite **No™. Because, it 18
neither PDS&“)II: to prevent ﬁ'-‘lq!n"lﬂ::liuu of holding on account of aale, parution
and law of succession, nor it is possible to abolish sub-letting 1n agriculture cither
on cash rent or on share of produce. Further elimination of middlemen docs not
ensure that raiyats will always cultivate themselves, It is not the casc cven  now.
If sub-letting cannot be prevented then the idea of having a dircct relation
between the Government and the actual cultivator will ever remain at a distance

as it is now and can never be successfully carried through I'he present class ol
rent-reccivers m.ay go but they will go only to be replaced by another class in no
time, Floud Commission also could not come 1o a solution of this yblem,  On

this qucstion, the report states, ‘‘even if the State becomes the .ole landiord,
all the existing cultivators cannot be expected to remain  cultivators forever and
even if their under-tenants become the direct tenants of the Government, in
course of time some of them also will.cease to be the actual tillers of the soil and
convert themselves into rent-receivers’.

Further, Madam, it appears that the raiyats whose intcrest Congress is pledged
to look into are also going to suffer by the picce of proposed legislation. In the
Bill it is provided that all rights and interest in land of all persons including |
cultivator of the soil will cease to exist. All land will go into the Khas posscssion
of the Government and cven the cultivator will have to take scttlemen! ol “_"{
piece of land he used to cultivate, from the Government afresh on absolutely new
terms and conditions. The rate of rent will be fixed by the Government without
having any reference or relation to what he paid for the land belore. The Assam
Land and Revenue Regulation or the Assam Land Revenue Re-Assessment Act will
be in operation according to Which the rent at new settlement shall be equal to
1 10th of the annual gross producc: of the land and necessarily a cultivator will be
subjected to the payment of a much higher rate of rent than he is used to pay
specially in the areas where the rate of rent prevailing is 0-2-6, 0-3-0 or 0-4-
annas per Bigha ~ He not only loses other valuable rights which he acquired by

the

agitation and fight against odds during these long periods but on acquisition he
does not get any compensation. Morcover, after taking scttlement, n¢ lorf(‘i{tb
or

the right of having any compensation if he has to surrender his lands - again
the improvement of agriculture.  Further, in the Bill the under-raiyats who are
mostly culiivators, hold the most urnfortunate position. They possess the right
of occupancy just like raiyats and tenure-holders under the Goalpara Tenancy
Act, but they do not know what fate they arc going to have with regard to their
land. There is no mention of under-raiyat in the whole Bill except in'the claufc
dealing with definition. Over and above these, there will be other restrictions
which will be provided for in the rules to be made under this Act. This provision
of making rules gives rather a very wide power to the Government. One IQCIS
justified in apprehending that he will be further subjected to mecasures of taxation
in the nature of full rack-rent for the liquidation of “the loan nccessitated Dby the
State purchase, because there being no intermediary, the full brunt will fall on
the cultivators themselves. Hint to this effect is sufficiently there when itis said
that Government have been deprived of the benefit of higher prices of crop.
Government might have been deprived of this benefit, but in this connection it

rw-J-'f'v.-umu‘ammmwwmi
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may be said that so long due to various restrictions imposed on landlords by

the Goalpara Tenancy Act, benefit of low rent and high price of crop has bedn
exclusively shared by the ralyats and cultivators.

I have already stated that in the scheme of State purchase assessment of
compensation has not been done on an equitable basis because it seems that no
consideration has been made to give even the minimum purchase value for the
land to be acquired even of the normal time. Further, it is not known why rate
of compensation has been fixed on a graded scale on the basis of income varying
with expropriated landlords though the land bears equal value irrespective of
quantitative [actor determining the income of the landlords in a varying degree.
Various deductions have been provided for to arrive at the net income from the
gross income including charges on management and for beneficial works by the
landlord at a very high rate estimated on gross rental and having no relation to
facts.  After making all these deductions in the manner as prescribed, it appears
that very little will be left as a margin to give a fair price as compensation for
this compulsory acquisition.

In the scheme of compensation, I find that small landlords will again be hit

hard. An example might show their unfortunate position. Suppose a small
tenurc-holder has a gross rental demand of Rs.1,200.

Rs.

He has to pay as rent to the Zemindar 600
So the following ded uctions have to made from the gross

income of Rs. 1,200, A

Gross income 1,200

1. Rent payable to his immediate superior landlord ... 600

2. Cost of management at 12 per cent. 150

3. Cost of  beneficial works at 8 per cent. 96

4. Chowkidari tax 4

Antal . 850

So, in all Rs.850 will have to be deducted from Rs.1,200, the gross income,
to find out the net income, which will be Rs.350. So, his poor annual income of
Rs.600 is reduced to Rs.350, 7.e., by more than 41 per cent. For a man with an
income of Rs.600, it is too much if he has got to pay Rs.150 for the cost of
realising this amount and Rs.96 for charity. Small tenure-holders like this, in
fact, do not maintain a staff for the management of their estates. Now, calculated
at the rate of 10 times his net annual income, the compensation will come up to
Rs.3,500. ‘Though apparently it is 10 times as provided for, he will get less than
6 times his actual income. In most cases he is in arrear of his rent due to his superior
landlord for three years in the average. In that casc rent for three years amounting
to Rs.1,800 with interest will be deducted leaving Rs.1,700 only as payable to
the tenure-holder. If' this is not paid in cash but in bonds, you can easil
visualise the most distressing situation he will be putin. The result will be
that he will have to remain satisfied with an annual income of Rs.600
reduced to a small sum of Rs.45only. As for Zemindars, they are not
going to get any thing under the scheme, because after making allowances
for all the various deductions, the net income to form the basis of com

: i : ! pensa-
tion will dwindle dmyn to a.lmosF nothing. Further no provision has be
made for payment of compensation with regard to Khash an ¢ oy

al land which a landlord will 1 1ash land and  Agri-
cultural land which a landlord will have to surrender under the scheme.
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These are the [acts which I am pl.‘nt"iny before thie Hotse facts which
dre inseparably connected with the scheme for the abolition of the Zemine
dary system. These arc some of the criticisms which we are facing in  ouf
constituency. These criticisms are not without weight. The Dhubri  District
Congress Committee, after full consideration of the Bill, also ad pted a re-
solution requesting the Government to appoint a Commnittec ol cxperts | 10
examine the full implications ol the Bill with reference 1o local conditions

§

as the Bill in its present form is likely to injure the interest of the raivats and

cultivating tenants. As this piece of legislation is going to aficct the interest
of a very large number of people, the Dill undoubtedly  possesmses  considerable
|mp0rl:ancc and I do hr)pc that the hon. Members, having dur regard for

the seriousness of the social and economic effect of the proposcd legislation

and the local conditions prevailing in these arcas, will give their full and
careful consideration in giving a final shape to this Bill

srijnt Iqu‘MANI PHOOKAN: Nf:“‘l"illl, I Q';'-;”;“l !I-l'.'f‘ ":l;".'wr‘i‘l lil(‘ .ll"(—‘li‘
. the Zemine®
E! i_‘. .LlntliiSEI-

tion of Zemindary system, had it been for the benefit of both
dars and the tenants. But it has ruined both of them., So, soones :
ed, the better it is for all concerned. 1 do not go into the details of the Zemi®
dary system in the Goalpara district. It is just like the same thing as the Zemin-
darysystem in Bengal. This system has been obtaining in the Goalpara t]l.-;lrut.:
since when it was in Bengal. It was then annexed to Assam and then to lirl_l_tt_-“
and then again it formed part of the Province of Assam. At that time the .ulnu:_m.:
trators—I mean the exploiting Britishers—never thought of anything except ru_lnlu.
over the country and tried to get as much as possible out of the country. It might
be said that the British administrators were very lenient towards the /,qunntl..u’ﬂ
who were asked to pay a nominal rent of say- ~Rs.12,000 or something hll\t'
that for the land they occupied, whereas in other places which were f:f(l;o“:
the direct tenancy they realised two lakhs of rupces in place of l{$-|--, -l;
In those days -they were very kind to the Zemindars who were l):u'll(:l!‘m&
on border land. That wmight have been for diplomacy or for Imperial reasons.
These Zemindars created a class of middlemen without giving much thought
to what they will do with their land. The result was that the real tillers
of the soil have been smashed and a great load has been put by
the Zemindars on the back of innumecrable sorts of :ntermediariecs, Pattadars
“ and landlords. The distinguished Leader of the Opposition has said that this
Bill will really mean extinction of the rights of the tenants, ctc. But 2
should say ‘“No”. It will be extinction of their slavery ( Hear, hear ). I‘:I.L
was talking of the Goalpara Tenancy Act and said that the _(_;0;11]):11:1
Tenancy Act also would go along with the abolition of the Zc_:nm('l:lr)' sys-
tem and, in fact, it has been twisted in such a way that the ignorant an
illiterate cultivators have been tutored to say that along with the 49:}1111(;
dars they would also be nowhere and be given a good-bye. But my hon. Frien
should know that with the abolition of the Goalpara “Prajashatta An the
cultivators will be given the = ¢“Malikana” right.

Then, ‘no compensation will be given to the raiyats’ is the fcz.n'. of my
hon. Friend on the Opposition—I mean the Leader of the Opposition.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Quote chapte —and-—versc.

 Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: But whatever it might be, if'a compen-
sation is not given to the intermediaries, this might be thrashed out pro-
perly at the Committee stage when it will be. taken into consideration. I do not
think that the moment this Zemindary Bill comes into force, the tenants

ryome
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will all be ousted from the Goalpara district. It has already been said that
those raiyats who have been occupying the land in whatever capacity for
ten years, will not be disturbed. This, I think, is an equitable and sufli=
cient safeguard for the bonafide cultivators. Of course. jt might work some’
hardship on those servants of the middlemen, who have been brought in
recently under some pretext or who have been there on some capacity or
other, to be ousted from the land. But justice and fair play will never be
denied to anyone.

Then, the hon. Leader of the Opposition spoke about the extinguish-
ment of the prevailing rights of the raiyats. What is the prevailing rights
of the raiyats under the Zemindary System, of course, I am ignorant of
law., But 1 do know that the raiyats suffer from many disabilities which
the law pretends to protect them from. If the Zcminda'rs are not fairly trea-
ted, as the hon. Leader of the Opposition says, we will have to think of
that. Certainly, I believe, the Bill contemplates compensation to them. The
hon. Parliamentary Secretary has already said that without going into
the extremes the golden mean will have to be followed.

I say that along with the abolition of the Zemindary system, the culture
of the Zemindars, their position in the society, I do not think, will ever
they will still be there in the heart of society as cultured people who will
also contribute to the onward march of the country towards the higher ang
higher goals. Because they will be bereft of Zemindary that will not bring them
down to the lowest strata of society. I cannot contemplate that, If they are
respectable people, it is not for holding a large piece of land at a nominal ren-
tal but because as they have said that they have built charitable hospitals,
schools, tanks and rendered thejp help in various other ways in  which they
have spent ml.:('h., but they have spent this from which source ? Because
they have been fortunate enough to get land at a concessional rate in payment
of revenue by which means they have acquired 2 or 3 lakhs every year, they
have spent for this charitable purposes from this to benefit the tenants. I am sure,
they have spent very reasonably and honestly, and for that reason, we can-
not say that ‘thcy lmvf: gven from their own pocket. If they say that they
have spent from their own pocket, I may say that they have not been able
to utilise all that is necessary to have been spent in the best interest of the raiyats.
Unfortunately, the Zemindars, of course, I do not mean any slur on them,
have been made to live their lives in such a way by our foreign masters
that they have been made, 1 should say, mis fit to the society in which they live,
while the phrase “‘land-lordism?* should not come at all. They have their palaces in
counterpart in Simla, Bombay and other places. Then, they have not managed
things better. Their estates came to be administered by the Court of Wards
This very fact shows that they have not been able to manage their Zemin-
daries properly in order to be able to be worthy of their wealth. The result
is neither they were benefited by the Zemindaries, nor the profit came o
the coffer of the _State or to the People. When that was the state of affairg
I think, the Zemindars thtmsplves Will now feel that it is high time that
they they sh.ould give up their Zemindary and relieve themselves of the bur-
den which is already on their shoulder which they......

Dr. EMRAN HUSAINCHAUDHURY .

ei}‘ij‘éto Pg{)&n{ﬁflhf Eg(?tlmp N T , le:. Ohaudhllllry is not a Zemindar like
mYyacit, ; ' ! 1erefore, it wi . o2
fo, i, Zechincars themislves ™ capher, 51 sollf b & et e b 3
the Zemindary system goes. O them if

It is not a burden.

R
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Then there wa
- g a rcfcrenrr- to tl - H .
4 ) ence e Zemindars going to thei i
1Nt ¥ pone ' > ng to fle their suils
O hc. _ngh (.aourt. I am not a lawyer but 1 heard the hon [ eader of the
prosmon saying that the documents and other papen f th " Zemind ‘
will be taken from them and even if they go g Eioh (¢ u':'::"":i;:f:
}:a‘;ant get them. I think, "".”l'"- sort of i""-'l"ll".tul’_n should iarl given 2-; them
o not scc any Casox why Government should not give them the documents
to help them in their cases. : y =
h Ihc’ i;'llf.)l';. (},caﬁ’cr_t.n‘llthc' ()IJI’(}:‘ili““ hias also said that the /r.“'iml_”.
ave csta IS.lc hc d'rlh'l )'f.‘ d"‘l"’”“‘-”flﬂﬂ, Schools and (,:‘H“I"’!rs A vorer Not Caol-
leges) and for those C aritable works he asks whether they will not be given

1 do not sec any re:
any recason why any ‘lunp"ln.ni-;n should at
18 [ h CcOome-

they

compensation.
i - C arv g 4
all be given for these voluntary works, but il they demand for

pensation I shqu}ld thaay th’fu lif they have established these chings;
have done %0 with ‘ e I"i? it they h:u'.m carned during the last 70 years. If
calculalc a ormula, a Zemindar In-g;m paying Rs ]3_: o 14

we

thousand ann}'jgli{akl‘:‘:l a:ll(l;: l:;"“ 70 ycars, thus they have :lr]nivrrl the

Government o 1 C‘fﬂ‘" e "fr_‘;_s of rental value every year which commes
out rore an ifty lakhs out of that they must have saved

LO save

to roughly 2P
20 lakhs. If they now say that they have nol been able

at least ;
a farthiﬂg, an I rcSI)()‘IISll)]l(:.rnr their fXI]f:r‘Si‘-c mode of li\‘inp 2
Madam, the hon. f?lt C; .f)f the .()p]m&'iliml, who is an ;u;]‘f-.‘,[ advocate
for the Zcmind?” }has fl}l‘:,l:‘l tr? ):.,};” lél'r: income-tax, agric ultural income-tax and
other taxe” 4 hr) cannot get m((:)r-ﬂ)v"r“m"m' May I ask him whether an
ordinary tenant Wao le not.p: = than two morscls a day even has not been
5 id these peop’e l" p‘dV even under penury ! They have to pay local
ax and what not ? If a Zemindar paying one

taxed ° a eventics sales
income-

rate, lap . d revenue can complaj o b gal .
anna for 2 4 ce ﬁs:a?axc&' th‘i:L AN complain of agricultural income-tax,
tax an UCh Ot]:i)uld 31;0 r('}l,ll!":;;;;u‘d remember the “““ht of an ardinary
they % T yer the concession i ‘eve . .+ have
man addso long at 1]:-I‘1c dcostrol others, n revenue they D
i0ye . eader o . . . "
anO);My Fnend, the the Opposition said about the 'Upr()ot('d Zemin-
been

s AnybOdY V;'h?:hc]iqrasc:?z:c\?acq their mode of living must have
Cack Withllngga? el He Bimlar:]vay of life. 1 :uln sure, the Hon’ble
£ i . s d . sure, cannot bcar . sight on
Prcmlc; ;‘; the com}pietm;m ‘:vuh the living of the poor tcnanw.“"] a:;.l cer-
ac.couﬂ will be al:;c suoch. an(ll oo their own legs after the abolition of
tain, ,;ninda"v n y of ]/a. 4cg131ﬂ§l(.)n 1 do not sce that this class of
the 7€ ) re in 2 m}fﬁh. setter position culturally and socially in Goalpara
PQOPJC washed a (iqy will lead their lives in a different sphere.
. that they s O_UId think of not living in palaces with

will Bion 6m ys terrori
officers ising the poor tenants. Now, where their p{acc
their

their

It is E : :

Ba_rkand%s Natﬂra]ly theYIVrllll be in the heart of the people where

WiU: be o quit sccufc-ci o not think, they will be totally uprootcd and 1

positio :11'6 Frien ) opposite that they will be there like any

can L Euethe ;"C‘ YFr' who, leads . the country now. I do not
a1l iend from Gauripur i8 Opposing or Supporting

leader ththcr my ¢ 1 a =
knowﬁ'll At ami fzsa Ot}%é”fc leth him on one point that —they gave
e S e P Zen{tﬁts to the people so far. Nobody
emindars of Goalpara District who Wwere

religiov® that.
eny ur culture : ]
S of 9 » but due to the degradation under the foreign Yyoke

can - irond ., do away with that :
tus wante it is the land wh culture, Now having come to their senses
ey, vael thatwhich they never cﬂre for thousands of years a culture was
thegt up t0nt, 1 need not l‘cpeontrlbutEd so long a.nd they have DCW
g::com emtcn at what my hon. Friend f{rom Goa]para
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has said because it is a replica of what the hon. Leader of the Oppo-
sition has said. But, the same reply to him as well. One thing he was
tatking about was about the compensation which is contemplated in the
Bill. This will neither enable them to enter into any profitable job nor wil] it
bring them any immediate benefit. I am not a businessman nor have I any
profitable job in my hand. So. cannot enter into its details. But one
thing I can say is that it will be a profitable job for them if they can
identify themselves with the people and enter into their hearts and gain
their respect. If they can have a place in the hearts of the people and
command their respect their Zemindary throne cannot be higher than
that,

I do not want to enter into details about the provision in respect of
compensation to the cultivators | have not gone through that portion of the pro-
vision as yet i details (laughter). 1t is not a question of laughing. 1 can tell you
that I am not a man to dance at the tune of others. I am not a new
Member here. I have got intelligence enough to know the distinetion
between the landlord and tenants without going into any clause  of any cnact-
ment. I know the land belongs to the people absolutely. Because the
British Government did not accept that theory that the land SouBlly e
longs to the people and not to the exploiters, they had to g0 away from
here. Similarly the Zemindar class  should realise this fact that it is the
tiller of the soil to whom the land belongs. State means jt is the people
and if any State does rot identify with the people  that State will also
go. So, the State is quite identjcal with  the people. If e really speak
of democracy and if we have democratic form of Government it cannot
be otherwise. It must be $0. What I feel is that, though I have not
scrutinized - the provisions in details, I do feel that this Bill will do

- ' . away
with the Zemindars as g class.  Where you ‘Wwant the land o go?
Should it go into the heart of Brahmaputra or to R '

houl : of angpur on the other
side ? It will be there where 1t 1snow. The land will be ut

actual tiller of tht_: soil who have been cultivating or tilling the land gene-
ration Dby generation. No  Government will be so irresponsible or u;wise
not to understand it. If the Government do not protect the rights and
privileges of the people, the Cultivating class, those people will “also pot
protect such a Government, So, there should be N0 misgiving abougt this
The- land-lords as a class will  never g0 to benefit the tiller of the soil.
however sweet words they  might pour into their ears. Land-lords and
tenants cannot go together. If the tenant is to advance, the land-lorq ;
to recede, but if the land-lord advances, the tenant cannot. So we are -
chose between the two - whether the democratic Government will sy t?
the views of the land-lord op Supprot that of the masses, Therefore, N }c)]pmt
it is the duty of the Government to protect the rights of the ]
masses against the Zemindars, At this moment if there are any def, :
the Bill certainly such defects must be remedied and this cap be e e
the Select Committee.......... . .

ilised by the

- *Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Where i  the
Madam, from the Government side about removal of defects ? Assurance,

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Whep 1 do not interrupt A
ber how can the hon. Member interrupt me ? I e aP rirlli}ngori{. Mem-
Chair, Madam (laughter and dzsturbances)_ g from (}e

—_.__—n_.,_-
*Speech not corrected, T
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.NOW; Madam, if the land-lords go, there will remain only the tenants, the
cultlyators. Of course it may be said that the Zemindars have created rights over
Zemindaries and so they have powers 1o bring in two or three interme lia-
ries. As for myself I cannot tolerale any intermediane: cen the land-
lords and the tillers of the soil. The land belongs to the States r to those wihio
till it for his own benefit and not for his exploitation. { corce. I
Communism) So, Madam, this is not Communism.
ve that the Clomimunisis

L do not believe in Communism, I do not belics
will do good to my country. 1 have spoken from hundreds of plat
' that they are no friends of India. But I am thinking in terms ol

' cipies for which Mahatma Gandhi lived, worked and gave his lhile.............
(Maulavn Muhammad Roufique : He was a Socialist under the rarh  of
the socialisin

the Congress.) ( Laughter) No, 1 am speaking ol
of the Prophet of Islam which he preached and practised in  his ow
80 I say, the land should be given to the tenants: and the 7 emindars
should go. The tenants and the Zemindars cannot go together. But [ am sure
my Zemindar Friends here will have their own place in Lhat social hierchy
WhiCh thCY havc H]l’CHfly P"H"“’S"’"d: l’“[ i" " ‘li!li'l"l:t "l»iu'lr. Il 1% :in‘
only thing that I feel that the tenants musl have the land-—the reai
who have been utilising the land for 10, 12 or 20 yecars, they hould not
be disturbed and they must be allowed that land should be scttled with

them.
With these few words, Madam, 1

the Government.

n life.

fenants

.‘.IJ]JI)MI'l this move on the 1""” of

Bill

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA : .\'l.':(.l;un, I risc to support this
.nd congratulate the Government for having introduced it in this House. 1
- and under the new order ol things

this stagc

think it is not proper at _
the [Jl'npri('.ty of

the abolition of Zemindary systein,

to raisc any objection to t : - '
that this systerm should go 1s a _Sf:ttlc.(l‘l;'u_:f. And, this Bill provides for the
abolition of this system. Certain criticisms have, however, been levelied
against this Bill. I refer to the criticism against clause 9. In clausc
it has been stated—“*The  rayals shall be given the status ol a
séttlemcnt hol_dcr as dcﬁm:c'l in lhu' AS.‘:lélIn Land and Revenue Regula-
tion, 1886, subject to any restrictions which (,f.;w-rnmcnt may by rules pr(-srrilurd )
that no raiyat shall be given the status of a Jand-holder

Provided

as defined in t ulation unless, prior to the date of notification

land continuously as a 7aiyat for a period of not
ntion of this clause is to give the status of
and for ten years, and it is obvious that
by this clause the rights and interests of the bonafide raiyats in this respect will
by no means be crippled. S0, Madam, I fail to understand how the hon. Leader
of the Opposition could say that the Bill is not to abolish the Zemindary system
but to abolish the rights of the rawals. Then again in clause 9 (2) () it 1s
clearly provided, <“That the land or any part of the land included in the leasc
may, atany time, be taken away by the Provincial Government without any
compensation except cost of improvement affected on the land and cost ol
~emoyal -of houscs and buildings whencver 1t 15 deemcd necessary for the purpose
of co-operative farming or consolidation of holdings or any other agrarian
reforms approved by the Provincial Government.”” Though this clause statcs
that no compensation will be paid, yet, in the proviso it has been provided «that
o shall be entitled to such reasonable compensation as Government may by
rules prescribe’”.  If he is entitled to become a member of the co-operative
farming society or a consolidated farm, I think he should not claim compensation,

he aforesaid Reg
under section 3, he has held the

less than ten years”. Now, the inte
Jandholders to thosc who occupied the ]

© A A o o

L J—
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because his loss will be compensated by his membership in the farm. When he
wm, he shall get reasonable compensation. It is
obvious that the contention of the hon. Leader of the Opposition in this
respect does not hold good. Then, it has been said that the rent will be
increased.  Now, in reply to that, I refer to clause 8, sub-clause (5 (@) in which
it is provided, “that the land revenue realisable from the ratyat shall not exceed
the rent which was payable by such raiyat to the proprietor or the tenure holder
as the case may be. immediately before the date of publication of notification
under scction 3...... 7. This may be temporary. The complete acquisition of
the estates will however take sometime and during this period the raiyats will
never suffer any enhancement of rent. So, Madam, it is abundantly clear that
the Bill provides for the improvement of the conditions of the ratyats. In this
respect, Madras and Bibar have gone much ahead of us, we lag behind.
This is nothing, but usual, asoursis a land of “lahe—lahe’. .
Madam, you will agree with me, while I say that the Zemindary system
any benefit either on the tenants or on the ratyals or, even
on the State. Therefore this system must go. If we have decided that it
should go, should there be any dilatory tactics to retain it ? It has also been
said by some persons with vested interest that the Zemindary system gives
more rights and interests to the raivats; but il it is so, Madam, I would
request you and the hon. Members of the House to look to the ratyais
under the Zemindars in the Goalpara district—they are backward, illiterate

and ignorant.

derives no benefit from the f:

does not confer

These people form almost 90 per cent. of the population of the district.
And, Madam, Goalpara is one of the most backward districts in Assam ; the
recason why the district is backward may be traced only to the existence
of the system of permanent settlement under the Zemindars., If you find
any educated man in any of the Government secrvices or any person taking
up any enterprise or any business of commerce and trade, you will find
that almost all of them come from these classes—Zemindars and tenure-
holders.  The Zemindars and tenure holders are the intelligentia of the
district. But you will seldom find any from the peasantry who are always
neglected, being backward and illiterate. Had this system been for the
benefit of the raiyats, the ratyats of Goalpara district could have been
more in an advanced position than other raiyals of the other districts in
Assam. As to the Zemindars, I should like to point out that the most
outsarding feature about them is that they have left the rein of adminis-
tration at the hands of a few non-Assamese people specially, the men from
a foreign State. Now, these non-Assamese oificers of Zemindars have been
actually guiding and controlling the land policy of the Zemindars. Almost
all of them come from Dacca, Barisal, Faridpur and Mymensingh. They have
no real interest either in the improvement of the land or of the sociely or
of the conditions of the raivats. Their main business is to extract money from
the tenants and to settle lands with outsiders. I can cite many instances, but for
want of time I do not like to cite examples. The raiyals cannot be happy under
the Zemindars. They are at the tender mercy of these non-Assamese ad-
ministrators. The administraticn of the estates ot the Zemindars are
in the hands of the foreign oflicers, except in Mechpara which is under
Court of Wards and Bijni which was under Court of Wards for some years.
These are the grievances of the tenants but no remedy has been found.
Irom all these facts, it fis abundantly clear that if we want to do
anything for these backward, illiterate and ignorant tenants and cultivators,

such a Billis the only remedy.
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gLt has been said that the Bill has been opposcd by the raiyals because
thc'? rights will be extinguished. Madam, | come from a poot cultuvator
famxly. I believe 1 belong to the poorest class of the culuvators. \s for
myself 1 find that I shall be safc and my rights and intcrests us!l be
safeguarded if this Bill is passed into an Act Nadam, it has been found
tha." some persons with vested interests are  MOVIng ATHONESE the tenants and
ll'Ylng o create sormme agitation -“j,:qlill."l this Bill not for thr benefit of the
awals, but- to a‘*"r"l-{‘ll:lrfr their wvested intercsts It is, therclore, clear that
he sooner the :/,;;lnincldly gLoes, the betlcr for us.

Mad“"’n with these few words 1 do support this Bill.

Maulavi Md. NAZMAL HAQUE : Madam, [ beg leave to make ceriain
observations on some of the general principles underlying the provisions ol the Bill.
Let me at the very outset make it clear that the Bill anns at certain land relorms
of a drastic and far-reaching character affecting the destinies of about a ""-"m:}
people.  As such there is no d)(‘nyiug the fact that as a piece of lcgislation it 18 l(
4 moimnentous Cl"lf}lclcr-, ‘dﬂh(:l"\'ill,’,; of U"-_- most  set 1ous € ‘Jln-!(lf'l‘.ltll'll ol (lj
['!OUSC.. But those who have studied the provisions ol the B carclully 'ln,
:ilspa.ssmnatf:’y will be one wilth me in 'Ml\‘ill‘{ that never belore f\t'(‘.l'— a ]Iaﬁll'_\..
.mpcrf'cct and diSCrimin:alury ]Ji(‘."rt of ]cgifnllliiflll has becn brought bejore utus
House. 5
in land is not an issue

It is a at(o - ot . . -
1t fl ’ z - hiarics I
P act that abolition of intermedia i enislative measures ol

peculiar to Assam alone but it is an All-India issuc ar hecefos
n the anvil in various provinces in the Indian Dominion. [ cannot t lﬁl ciplr
oppose the accepted principle of abolition of all rent recciving intercsts imclucing
Zammd?rs s0 long action is taken on the proper lines. [t therelore lnlhmt's that
any legislative measures brou ,ju s ':r}.",l-w- e desired object should be based on
plce anc} fairplay and must.::bt an ‘r."ttf:' 'ijnl‘rvru;u'd, if not improve oo cis
sgiPoi8 Tightd of the bf:iwantrl ‘{vl " ll e professed policy of the Congress
to serve. f Ay wom it 1s the |

clearl [ the Congress itsclf. The guiding principle I S0 6 general
early enunciated in the Congress election rnanifesto issucd 11 };cm.‘.\’higch 5
It runs as follows, ““I'he reform of t | syste chias

clection of 1946,

urgently needed in India involves the removal of intcrmidiﬂri"-‘" between the
peasant and the State. The "iL;hts";f'q‘:;ch)i:wtm‘:“‘:dia"i‘-’-“ should, theretore, be
acquired on payment of Cquitabl(:’ : of sation”, Let me once again repeat
here that the declared bledze [_L )};rtpcém a mad 48 (O remove all mtcrmcdmpcs
wherever they may be found t% CO_ tt LT] Ongcsillcd 1cgis|'dti”" should therefore
be made applicable to all sq .IXIS T lcthc Province of Assam xxfhcrg: th(;,rc are
intermediaries of any kind But :hail:s.céifilll{; intented 1O be cnr‘?r‘;cd ml t]léc 1 N
e of C.;Oall'?'ar::l, solmcI parts of Garo Hills anc arimganj

oy e ] s . . understand that interme-
diaries do noy C.‘aCh_ar District. Should we thc.rcf;)lig st of Assam > Before I

comparative picture of the
ché isting in the rest of
Assam I can n the are T Ril] and that existing in
tions appemtr]‘{gt help drawinga:t:‘)v‘{red by '-hli-llz;se to some misleading ~observa-
be pertinent tog N the ¢« ention of the » of the Bill, Tt will

Let me now, Ma
standpoint of the C

State . d Reasons
these reasons, élg‘(:te the 1agt Sc?l’;(:‘nt of Objects arll1 3 which runs as follows, “For
intermediaries 4y, Crnmen nce of paragrap 4 of the iddlemenang

z dtl’) = COHS.Ide]_- i iﬂ.l to el ; : .
e oyl ?rmg Governmentt iqutifnctlirect t%uch with raiyats as in raiyat-

N the rest of Assam and have decided to abolish the existing

Al
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outmoded Zamindari system and to replace it by a raiyatwari system analogous

to that existing in the rest of the Province”.

(At thisstage the Hon’ble Speaker occupied the chair and Deputy Speaker vacated it)
The above statement gives the impression that intermediaries do not exist in

the rest of Assam. I shall try to show, Sir, by facts and figures that this is a

gross misrepresentation of some essential facts. The total area covered by Lakhiraj

and Nisf-khiraj estate in the rest of Assam is about -

- . 3,25,000 acres which are in
their entirety under tenancy. In addition the

b . total area under tenancy in
Kheraj estates will be 4 to 5 lakhs acres approximately bringing the total of
tenancy areas to the tune of 8 lakhs acres. This excludes Cachar for which
figures could not be obtained. Now the total area of the permanently settled
portion of the Goalpara District together with 40 Lakhiraj estates is about 16
lakhs acres including extensive forests, rivers, Beels and unsettled waste lands.
I'he actual area under tenancy, though accurate figures are not available, will
not exceed 10 lakhs acres representing about 60 per cent. of the total area. It
18 therefore clear that in the rest of Assam excluding Cachar just as extensive a
tenancy area exists as in Goalpara itself. Why not then another Bill is introduced
to make it applicable in the rest of Assam in conformity with the solemn Congress
pledge ! I make bold to say, Sir, so long as this Bill is confined to a small
ortion of the Province the solemn Congress pledge will stand unredeemed.
I'hat is why I characterise the Bill as discriminatory and invidious and as such
opposed to the fundamental rights of citizens.

Then again such an important piece of legislation should have been based
upon a thorough and comprehensive investigation—carried out through some kind
of soundly constituted Land Reforms Committee as done in other Provinces.

But unfortunately the Government have not thought it fit to consult public
opinion, at least the representatives of the tenantry affected and is trying to rush
the measure in such a haste. 1 must remind the House that legislation is a
sacred responsibility not to be taken so light-heartedly, particularly in a matter
affecting the vital rights of millions. The very manner in which the Bill ‘has
been drafted betrays a sad lack of due thought and deliberation as well as insight
and real knowledge of the problems involved. If it is the genuine interest of
the Government to serve the interests of the peasantry they should have been
much more cautious and judicious in drafting the Bill and not to do it In this
most hap-hazard and half-hearted manner.

Now, Sir, before I conclude I should like to dwell upon the principies of
the provisions touching the rights of the raiyats. These are to be found in
clause 9 of the Bill. This clause far from enlarging the rights of the raiyats
fixes the maximum limit of settlement to 100 bighas and takes away the excess
over 100 bighas without compensation though the tenants concerned might
have acquired occupancy right on it. There is also a provision to take away
land without compensation for the purpose of co-operative farming and other
measures of land reforms approved by Government. Do such drastic provisions
exist in the rest of Assam ? If not, why do the Government propose to thrust
such unwelcome reforms on a part of the Province only by legislation ? In this
Connection, Sir, let me revert to the Congress election ‘manifesto again. It
says, “While individual farming or peasant proprietorship should continue,
progressive agriculture as well as the creation of new somal_values and incentives
require some system of co-operative farrmng_ suited to Il}dxan conditions. Any
such change can, however, be made only with the goodwill and agreement of the
Peasantry concerned’’. But what do we find in the Bill ? Neither goodwill
nor agreement but coercion and force against all democra.tlc principles.

Now, Sir, hon. Mr. Sinha and hon, Mr. Phookan said that the land is for
the tenants. May I ask them why then a limit of 10 years has been imposed



1227 THE ASSAM STATE ACQUISITION OF ZAMINDARIS [23np Ser,
BILL, 1948

upon attaining the status of a land-holder ? These people have been enjoying
the land for several years. Why should not all of them, who are in occupation
and possession of land, be regarded as land-holders vnder the Asam l.and and
Revenue chulation ? But here ullly those who have been in conunuous posscs-
sion for ten years will be giw:n the status of a land-holder and the others will be
given one or two years’ lease as Government will like. Sir, there are provisions
in the Assam Land and Revenue Regulation that at the first instance a man
may be granted periodic lease on satisfaction of certain conditions and annual
leases may be converted into periodic leases. Why, then, Sir, these people who
have been enjoying the land permanently will not be granted status ol s,
holders ? )

Then, Sir, we can split this Bill into five parts  The first is “Definition, the
second s vesting of tenures in the Crown, the third is interim arrangecment,
the fourth i? compensation and the fifth is settlement operation with  a view to
effecting raiyatwari settlement’. ‘There is an anomaly in the matter ol manage-
ment of the estate during the interim period. It is provided that the estates
will be administered by a manager under the Court of Wards Act, provisions
of the Goalpara Tenancy Act mentioned in the Bill and also according to rules fra-
med by Government. There is no definite or well-defined laws to govern the
land tenure for the time being. It is up to Government to do whatever they
like because they have the power of framing rules. Then, Sir, there 15 . also the
provision that the “Deputy Commissioner may, with previous sanction of the
Provincial Government, refuse to recognise any new settlement, lease or t.l'-'I[lslﬂf
effected after the 1st day of January, 1946, in respect of any lands or buildings,
etc.” This clause applies to both permancnt and temporary raiyats as well as
new-comers, If the intention of Government is to remove the new-CoOmers this
clause should be applicable only to them. Why should unneccessary harassment
be imposed on the permanent occupiers, who will have to go to the Deputy
Commissioners and prove that they have come long ago and got permanent
occupancy of theland ? Why should not this clause be amended so as to ma c
it applicable only in case of new-comers keeping the permanent occupicrs’ right
in tact ? = . _

Then, Sir, under clause 9(2) (i) we find, “The raiyats shall be given the
status- of a scttlement-holder as defined in the Assam Land and Revenue Regi”

lation, 1886, subject to any restrictions which Government may by rules FIJT‘;’H
eribed”.  Now, Sir, the Zamindary system is going to be abolished and the a
as.

tenure system 1s going to be changed asin the temporarily-settled arc
should like to ask why should not the advantages given by the Assam Lan
and Revenue Regulation and the Assam Land Revenue Re-assessment Act be ap-
lcatie o the newly created temporarily-settled areas ? Instead therc 1S the
rule-making power of Government. That means to say, they are going beyon
e As?:;n Liand asd Revenue Regulation and the Assam Land Revenuc Re-assess-
ment t.
Then, Sir, if the intention of the Government is to do good to the tillers,
1 request t-ha; at the time of remodelling the Bill in he Select Committee
they must look to the interest of the tillers of thesoil. There is some ey
Egcl?c;::ﬁ'n ti‘r‘:éthc bmlfm{S of the tenants, as Mr. Sinha just now said. It may
g p'I"”z“"""'i-‘*''P,'e’l:tinlétlzattflllc‘l:rf('3 are reasons too. ' o
land aftor that period, This sorery oo ino Yeams, =AY be removed from the
have been enjoying D:ar is cannot he conceived in the case of thosc_.w,ho
prehension in  the mindm:ﬂr}r*:nt settlement so long. This has created a misap=
for along time. Thijs 8 of the people who have been in possession ol land
< misapprehension should bhe removed...... . cieiecaeeiieees

. . (At this Sta-ge the C]Dck fstrugk 3 P. M.)
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order.
Is it

the sense of the House to sit after 3 p. M. P

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: We have no objection .

The Hon’ble the

SPEAKER : How long will the hon. Member take to
finish  his speech ?

Maulavi Md. NAZMAL HAQUE: I will finish, Sir, in a few minutes.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Isit‘th(‘ sense of the House to sit longer
than 3. p, a. ?

(Voicess No, No.)

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned till 1-30 p. M. on Friday, the 24th
September, 1948,

SHILLONG : A. K. BARUA,

The 18th November, 1948. Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam,

A.G.P. (L A.) No.159/48—118—320.1 1-1948.



