


Proceedings of the Fourth Session of the Second Assam Legislative

Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Govgrnment of India
Act, 1935,

——— ———

1 he Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 11 a.m., on Monday,
the 22nd March, 1948.

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Ghair, the 8 Hon’ble
Ministers and 45 Members,

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Is there any hon.

Member who has not
taken the new oath |

(As there was none, no Member turned up).

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which aral answers were given).

Settlement of lands with outsiders
Pl

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA asked :

*92]1. Will Government be pleased to state whether
Assam ‘‘Closed” to fresh immigrants ?

*22. (a) Are Government aware—-

they propose to declare

(1) that Zamindars, Jotdars and intermediaries between the Zamin.
dars and the cultivators and tenants are settling land to
outsiders and fresh immigrants in contravention of Government

- policy ; and g =
(17) that the onrush of such immigrants is daily increasing ?
(&) If so, will Government ke pleased_to state— St ‘

(i) Whether they propose to take over the management of Zan:un.
dari estates in Goalpara at once t@ stop such state of affairs
without further delay ; A

(i1) whether they propose to take such special Steps as are’ necessary
to stop such settlement and onrush of immigrants immediately ;

(a27) \\:';Fefller they propose to declare all such settlement in the
* Zamindari areas void ab initio ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

21.—Government have declared their policy in this respect. The indigenous

inhabitants of the Province are being closely protected in the matter of land
settlement, : : :

22. (a) (1)—Reports have been recei\{ei:dbfo this effect, ~
(#)=—The information is not available. : g :

(0) (1), (if) & (#i)—Government have appointed a Special Officer to make
careful enquiries into this matter and necessary action will be _taken on receipt

of his report, Abolition of Zamindaries is under the consideration of
Government, - :
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g UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers weree laid on the table)
Irregularity of Postal Services in Garo Hills

Mr. MANIRAM MARAK asked:

106. (a) Are Government aware of the insufficicncy and irregularity of the

Postal Services in the Garo Hills ?

(b) Do Gaycrl}mmu proponc to take necessary Ad fion for direx 155 ]illLiug
the Postal Communications of Garo Hills with the rest ol Assam -~

The Hon'ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS  (eplied

flills used to

Connin
soine irreffu-

106. (a)—Yes. folils for almost all the offices in the
pass through MY”"'-'""‘."“{'" As Mymensingh has gone 1o Pakistan,
larity in the postal services has been noticed since partition.

(b).--\'cs.
the rest of Assam
with Tura.

All offices {except Bagmara) have already been linked with
via Dhubri. As for Bagmara, it will eventually be linked up

ernment Pleaders and Public Prosccutors in the Province

Gov

-

ulavi ABDUL HAT asked ;

™M 4 ,
will Government be pleased to  grate the names of Government
and

107. (a) =dod 45
pPublic Prosecutors in N T ] ; ir age
Pleaders .and xhich cach of them l)clong:‘::lgcc teaptian, Wit Sl

com murity t©
1s it a fact that the Government Pleaders and Public Prosccutors are

b
to retir¢ aS: zhc age of 60 ycars ?
(e)

pleaders have

Is it a fact that some of the Public Prosecutors ‘and Government
exceeded the age limit of 60 years ?

1f so, do Government propose to take early steps for their retirement

Y some qualified members of  the Bar fr the u esented  and
-~ oint 8 . . 5ol the ‘Bar irom : n'replczau
iﬁger{)ﬁprescntcd mmorlty_ communities including the Muslims ?
; a fact that the retaining monthly fees and daily fees allou'];ed
an that

108. (@) T8 it
m

to the Govern o
of Bengal ? - '
: o Government propoese 1o raise the said fees to the Bengal

(b) 1500 &
level ? : T ‘

t Pleadqr.s f‘nd Pleic'Prosecutors in Assam are lower th
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The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA, replicd : ;
107. (a¢)——The names of the Government Pleaders (who are also ex-officio
l’ulrlig]'rns(-cu:.):-g together with their age and community are given below :—
Names Years  Months Com'muni&r
I. Rai Bahadur Sadananda Dowerah, Lakhimpur 62 247 Hindu
2. Rai Saheb Deveswar Sarma, Jorhat o4 10 »
3. Rai Bahadur Anukul Ch. Das Gupta, Dhubri 64 10 s
« Srijut Chandra Nath Sarma, Tezpur 57 »
5. Srijut Nagendra Nath Syam, Cachar 54 3
0. Srijut Bidyadhar Barua, Nowgong 02 »
7. Srijut Ramesh Ch. Das Gupta, Shillong 60 7 >
8. Srijut Kaliram Parman, Gauhati 57 4 »

(6)-~—The hon. Member’s attention is invitet to the reply to Question
169(a) put by Maulavi Abdur Rahman in the Budget Session of 1945,

(¢)—Hon. Member can deduce this from the answer to (a).

(d)~—This question will be taken up when the period ol extension of
the Government Pleaders will terminate.

i 108. (@)-—Government understand that the daily fees in Assam are practically
; the same as in Bengal and that retaining fees are somewhat lower except in the
: casc ol Government Pieaders at Gauhati and Shillong. The question of remune-

ration depends upon the conditions in cach Province and the financial capacity
of the Government revenues. :

, (b)—There is no proposal at present to increase the fees.

Announcement of the result of Election to the Publjc Accounts Committee

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I am now to announce the result ‘Of
Election to the Public Accounts Committee held on the 18th March 1948. The

following hon. Members are hereby declared duly clected to the said Commit-
© tee i— :

L

* 1. Maulavi Md. Nazmal Haque,

b - 2. Mr. J. S. Hardman, X
; 3. Srijut Purandar Sarma,

: 4. Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar,

- 5. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen,

: 6. Srijut Siddhi Narth Sarma,

7. Srijut Bhadra Kanta Gogoi.

—— e L

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS =
GRANT No.35 '

_"(“BS-A.-——Gapital ocutlay on Provincial Schemes of State-trading)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER.: Nm;r, Demands for Grants—Grant No.35—~
The Hon’ble Srijut Omeo Kumar Das,
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ll- The H”rble sr!j“t Obmo Km"n n)\s Cin the rrceu w.‘.::'.ﬂ!l!"lillﬂ"l(m _‘_.
13 E:fccllcncy the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
CM:ccdlng Rs.100 be l:h'!ﬂ“:lj {5 (!rfr,i’v the charges W ji,:.’ga weill corssse sty the COUNE B
of pa.)'mﬁnl during the year ending on the 31st i‘él,ﬂ' b, 1949 for the -n'iuznﬂ.l"-lliu =
lf the head “*85-A.-—Capital Outlay on Provincia :

| Scehemrs of S(,jﬁr-1[4nl8”g“’.
The H“'ble the SPEAKER H Motiomn Fryerveal
‘ LS -
z ‘Iha} a sum not C'Xt,l'.f’lllllf.' Rs. 100, for _q:,;e't-:] iy elefray the charges w hidl e
}W" come in l!lc CONTSe ol payvment during the yoars enchng on the 318t March, 1949 3
or the administration of the head ‘85-A - { _..a'-;l.;! € Yuitlay o Pros inncial Schemes

of State-trading’. "
There is practically only one Cut A
Hardman and Morley.

Mr. J.S. HARDMAN : Mr, Speaker, Sir, 1 bra to move that the total
provision of Rs.100 under Grant No.35, Major head— 85 -A.. -Capital Outlay on
Provincial Schemes of State-trading, at page 197 of the Budget, be reduced by
Re.1, i.e., the amount of whole grant of Rs. 100 do stand redu ed by Re. L

The (’I’Jc‘:t ol "fy Motion is to urge a reduction in the fond cess.

Mr. Spl'akt‘.'f, Sir, we are ll:lnflif’,ip‘xal i pressing this Cut NMotion by reason
of the fact that we have not got an up-to-date ba'ance sheet of the grain Storage
OPCfatiOHS- The latest :'“'-'l”;ll!]t' fizrigres are r:.”(_;inrvl in the \!plll'l,lfi.“iﬁ"
Accounts for 1945-46 which dise 'fo"’l' the state of atfairs as on the 31st March
1946, This appears at page 197 of the Appropiation Accounts, I we take the
figures given in the B"dl{"l for the actuals of 1946, the revised estimates in
1947-48 and the BU“K‘:‘-‘ estimates of 1948-49, we can get some idea of the state
of this trading operation. I have, Sir, examined these figures with sOMe Care,
The balance ”h'?m at the end of 1946 indicates that there s .'tl!n},:ctlnlﬂ' a4 sum
outstanding of little over 50 lakhs, ‘I'lie capital outliay was at the time 20,26 lakhs

from which i to be deducted the sale proceeds amounting to 17,85 lakhs, stocks
06 lakhS, g‘)ﬂfl.’i m transit 10 L‘khg. W(f l|,‘|\'l‘ to [,|kr also [ll(‘, (II"(‘I‘(‘[‘CC
total difference

VillUCd at 1, ? ”

between debts and credit amounting to 1,11 lakhs which gives the

of 53 lakhS- Now we ,havc no k“")\‘\’lmlgc of the |n'f-_-|r'lll stocks or other asscts, lnll

if they are of the magf}'t"‘lc they were in 1946, Government have more than
their capgtal expenditure on food operation. We are bound o

d
ecou A . - :
:ccoggfsc that.t‘herc ’:-di.:rk -”{ 195" in this trading cnterprise, but Government
are not .car.rymg X yudcl 48 (iilot.ks at present and we scc no reason to believe
that ther¢ will behaﬂy‘:fcqcn(znﬁ ecrease in price. I'herefore, we can visgﬂllsc that>
at the end of t‘:c Pha-vc thc.namcl.al. year there will be a surplus in this &ccount, Sy
If this is corrects hi position that Government arc getting back by

cess more than is needed to bhalance their trading operation.  Ip

fotiaan gtapeling in the fnamcs ol .\|ﬂm‘

food ,

ay O -4t T o T ; :

othz:r countr;cs 1t }}i:fﬂll’;?:' g:'c practice to subsidise the food for the poor and
Gove e also giving food subsidies.  Here in Assm wWe are &

jent o . I
;l;;)a?cntly impl‘);‘t”%‘(‘)‘:z;lﬁ#ll food which in one view _Sll()ul(l not continue any
aore- oW “thcrc shouldc;lt have made their financial position secure f_rl their
‘food opcraﬂons LA2TAE: >e a reduction. The present rate ol tax is 15 annag
oL Ve W ich I stand is about Rs.15 per maund. Consequently, jp 8
% x of between 6 and 7 per cent. We would ask Government very

on
ts to @ : . . . ‘
g::'?lgs?ﬂ to consider some immediate reduction in this rate of duty. 3
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Cut Motion moved :
«Tha the total pt'C{Vls}Oi‘lr?f R35.100 under Grant No.35, Major head—85-A . 8
.. 1 Outlay O“IP".""“‘";‘}? Schemes of State-trading, at page 197 of the Budger,
@apite: o g by SRR 1¢ amount of whole grant of Rs.100 do stand reduced
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Mr. HARENDRA NATH SARMA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I oppose the
N_iuliun moved by wy hon. Friend, Mr. Hardman. If I have understood
him correctly he is not opposed to the principle of levying a cess on fqod,
but he is opposed to the rate of the cess at which it is proposed to be levied.
But, Sir, what I feel is—and I suppose Mr. Hardman will also agree with me,
that it is always difficult to forejudge whether a rate of 10 per cent. or
6} per cent. of cess to be levied would be sufficient for the next year to -
come. So it is better to be always on the high side rather thau on the]c_)w
side. The Department of Procurement is purely a trading or a commercial
concern. It is not a Department of administration at all I should say. As
such the policy of the Government in this particular subject should be viewed
from that angle of view. 1 think this fact is quite known to my hon. Friend,
Mr. Hardman, who represents European Commerce.

With these words, Sir, I support the orginal Motion of levying a cess
and I oppose the Cut Motion moved by Mr. Hardman. \

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Mr. s{wakcr, Sir, T am
not surprised to find Mr. Hardman coming with such a Motion. Represen-
tative as he is of the European Cnmmercial Community, he certainly 1‘(*{11156_5
why it was considered necessary to introduce this cess. I believe that it is his®
anxiety to reduce what may be called an indirect burden on the consumers

consequent on this administrative charge, that he has come forward with this
Motion. ‘

Sir, since 1942, the Government of Assam have been compelled to take
up supply of certain commodities. In commercial transactions, it is necessary
to- levy cess over the cost price to meet incidental charges, freight, handling,
commission and administrative expenditure. It is necessary to guard against
loss in transit, shortage and shrinkage in godowns. So it was considered
necessary to fix the surcharge at 10 per cent. of the invoiced value which was
subsequently reduced to 6} per cent.

Coming to procurement side, you know, Sir, that the system has under-
gonec a complete change. Government has taken upon itseli the sole respon-
sibility of procuring rice and paddy from the cultivators through middlemen.
An administrative charge of 6} per cent. is added to the cost price' \_vhen
preparing the bills to cover the charges and expenditure on the administra-
tion of the Department and other overhead charges. Besides mamtenance
of the staff’ for procurement, a control stafl’ with requisite equipment, é. g.,
motor launches, etc., has to be maintained to ensure prevention of smuggling.
This expenditure has also to be met {rom administrative charges.

I think Mr. Hardman will agree with me when I say that it is not desirable
to burden the general revenues of the Province with such expenditures. Over-
head charges incurred by Government could not be met from the amount
realised from cess. The trading loss could not be covered by the total amount
of cess realised. The Subdivisional agents are allowed rebate and transport
charges according to the distance from railhead or steamerghat.

Sir, I would like to mention in this connection the policy laid down by
the Government of India in respect of state-trading in food-stufls and this
policy has been that there “should be no profit and no loss. Our Govern-
ment also are following carefully the same principle. It is needless for me
to say- that I quite realise the anxiety of the hon. Mover of this Motion
that the administrative charge goes towards increasing the price of the food-stuffs
to that extent and thus there is an indirect burden on the people. But I have to
bring to the notice of the House that this Province with its slender financial
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rmm cannot a‘r"rd to lﬂkf’ 'bf ';‘k W‘ -3 !.'nf_:_'l' it nfo lhﬁ 3 |
finances of the Province. If we go into the figures 1t wall be evident
till 1946-47 we were incurring very big losars.  ‘The position  has img
oomidmb]y since then. I trust thag the hon, Mover wall eealise that the acooe
of the operations of the Supply Syndicate 1o which the present Governme
was only a legatee, have not yet been fully adjusted and almost in cach
case, there isa huge loss to write off. Lot e cite o instances onlys
operations of the Fastern Bengal and Assam Commncrcial Syndicate are _
mate.d to result’ in aloss of over 40 lakbs and the Surma Vallew ant AL
synd]catc ncarly 19 lakhs There were also the Mescantle Svyvndicate L
the Tl’ading syndi‘:a"-'y the Civil Supply Agency, the import of Ghee from N -.‘_.
numerous other transactions, resulting in serious loss :

On the top of all this, we have been informed by the Government of s
India the other Jay that the subsidy on food which was o long borne br
ﬂlc Gmcrnment of India in ﬁl", will have o b shared 1 ratio urg‘[o 3

tween the Centre and the Provinees. The entire wheat supply of the Province
Wh]c]! is from impo”' I’y the Government of Indiz come under this cat 3
and'u cannot be estimated yet what amount the sharc of this Province's
SUBlldy would be. I have to bring to the notice of this Housc that m
a4 very careful handling of the '"l-’l‘ht:r'\ ol the f"b!lltlr'f.' Depariment, t
Govcrnmcnt have been able to check the ;..l,icl prowress donentunll  which b
was evident from the result of the transactions upto 1946-17. :

x AH that the Government h"l])(."l to do is to t'onlll.llt"!r‘ the financial trans.
actions of the gigantic schemes of state-trading with o clean slate so that
there be no further inroad into the slender resources of the Province.

Much though I am in sympathy with the hon Mover, [ cannot 4gree to
redﬂeg! the administrative charge on food. 1 hope the hon. Mover wiil realise
thc rigk the Government will have to run as 2 Cconscquence ol such a step,
and I trust the hon. Mover will withdraw his Motion.

"

-

M!:. J- 8 HARDMAN: The purpose of my Motion, Sir, was to bring to

the notice of the Government the importance of avoiding throwing «in undvces

'l'd..cn on the poor people. But on the assurance given by the IHon'ble Food
ister I beg lcave of tl'u: House to withdraw my Motion.

mﬂon’b]e the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave of the House
to withdraw his Cut Motion ?

The Cut Mot on was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’hle the SPEAKER: Then I put the original Motion.
The question is:

_“That a sum_ not excceding Rs. 100 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the ycar ending on the 31st
March 1949 for thc administration of the bead “85-A.— Capital Outlay on Pro-
vincial Schemes of State-trading’.”’

The question was adopted.

‘The How’ble the SPEAKER: ] think, we have got sufficient time to-day
to take up non-official business.

i Now I will take up Grant No.3l—the Hon’ble Srijut Bishnuramm Medhi to
‘move.
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GRANT No.31
(63—Extraordinary Charges.)

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, $ir, on the
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, [ beg, Sir, to move
that a sum not exceeding Rs.4,48,800 be granted to defray the charges which will
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1949
tor the administration of the head "63,1._.I-‘,x(r;mﬂlin;\ry Charges™.’ X

In this connection, Sir, I beg to point  out that the Gut Motion tn!)lod
relates to the distribution of cloth and yarn, and as such the reply will be given
by my Hon’ble Friend. Srijut Omeo Kumar Das,

The Hon'’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.4,48.800 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1949 for the administration of the head 63.—Extraordinary Charges’.”

There is only one Cut Motion under this Demand.

Maulavi MD., NAZMAL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the provision of Rs.3,99,272 under Grant No.31, Major head—63.—Extra-
ordinary charges—Minor !wacl—w-.‘\.—-—Ch:n:‘gcs in India, Sub-head —(V)—Expendi-
ture connected with control and distribution of cloth and yarn (total), at page
192 of the Budget, be refused, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.4,48,800
do stand reduced by Rs. 3,00 272,

T'he reason for my moving the Cut Motion is to raise discussion for saving the
expenditure. o

Sir, at. present the cloth has - been .decontrolled, only yarn remaining
controlled. The decontrol of cloth necessarily needs curtailing the number of
officers and establishment. (’!onsequentl_v a large amount under this head could
be saved. 1 would therefore request the Government to save considerable
amount from this head and divert the amount towards giving primary .educa-
tion to the people of the Province. With these ‘few words, Sir, I beg to move
my Motion for the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAXER : Cut Motion moved :

““T'hat the provision of Rs.3,99,272 under Grant No.31, Major Head—63.—
Extraordinary Charges, Minor head—A-—Charges in India, Sub-head (V)—Ex-
penditure connected with control and distribution of cloth and yvarn (total), at

page 192 of the Budget, be refused,  i.e., the amount of the whole grang of
Rs.4,48,800 do stand reduced by Rs. 3,99,272 *

Mr. P. M. SARWAN: I do not wish to  speak much in connection with

this Cut M‘?tioﬂ, but you will understand why I venture to speak a word or two.
The reason is that Government has a large sum of money which we feel is not

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member will please confine him-

. self only to the points raised in the Cut Motion,

Mr. P. M. SARWAN: I will be as brief as possible, Sir. As the hon.
Mover has stated, there is a large sum of money under this head which the Go-
vernment is not going to spend an_d whicl_l could be utilised for some other
purposes. I therefore support this Motion because I also con.suier that
this is a large amount, too large indeed which the Government will not need
for the control of yarn only. Yarn is only wanted for spinning and weaving,
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but what we find is that the Congress Party as  soon as they come 10 power they
t out -of the money lﬂm i‘

are demanding large sums of money 10 be spen
by the mass peopic. So I would like to draw the atiention of the Government

to the fact that this lafgc sum of money which Government is not gomng to
over the Depariment _Wl_lich s0 far as we kncw, did not give sausfaction o the
so far as distribution of cloth and yarn is concerpned, Fortunate , At

Mover has stated, cloth has now been decontrolled and this a I3
hopc will be of great hclp to the y-uplr, Since cloth has been decontr -
we hope that the n_mncy that would be saved therelrom will not be wasted in
making another mess in the distribution of yarn. So I request that the Government
will reconsider the question as to how to use this laree sum of money thus saved,
‘With these words, Sir, I support the Motion of my hon. Friend.

The Hon’ble s.rljtlt OMEO KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I quite rea- k-
hon. Friend has moved his Motion. But I may tell the hon House

lise why mY

that this Budget was prc!mrrd at a time when decontrol was not in sight and

while the Budget was being sent for printing, this decontrol order from the

Central Government came in and that is why this amount has been budgeted,
relaxation of control there will certainly be reduction in the staifl

But wit
And we have already taken up this question of examining what would be the
number of officers required for administering this Department because there
will still be yarn left to be dealt with. In fact, e have already given
notices to some textile officers that their services would no longer be required
beyond 30th April. Conscquently there will certainly be saving. But the hon.
Mover should net have any anxiety that this saving will be mis.spent. As regards
whether this amount will be allocated for primary education, 1 cannot at the
moment give him any assurance. This question will be examined afterwards,

Wwith these words, Sir, I would ask the hon. Mover to withdraw his Motion,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. Member want to withdraw

his Motion ?

Mauiaf’i_ MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: On the assurance given by the
Hon’ble Minister that a considerable amount will he saved from this head,
I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Motion.

The Ho-:;:gh;dtol:ieogl';EAKER; Has the hon. Member leave of the House
to withdraw

Now 1 put
sple the SPEAKER : The uestion is :

jon was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.
the original Motion,

The Hom
the c.hargcs

on the 31st

c¢That 2 Su not exceeding Rs. 4,48,800 be granted to defray
Charges’’,

i
cof?re tll?et aedr;ci);;:tc of payment during the year ending
March o z el ration of the head 63.— Extraordinary
The question W opted.

~ GRANT NO 11.
(27.—Administration of Justice)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER 3.' Now, the next Grant—Grant No. L=,
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The Hon'ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: On the recommendation
of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 6,45,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1949 for the
administration of the head ““27.—Administration of Justice”, A

The Hon’ble the SPEARER: Motion moved: :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,45,500 be ‘gr:\ntcd to dch‘:_xy the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year c.n(_lmg on
the 31st March, 1949 for the administration of the head ‘27.—Administration
of Justice'’

There are three Cut Motions. 1 think if two Cut Motions are moved the
purpose will be served. Cut Motions No. 2 and No. 3 are same and Cut
Motion No. 1 alleges particular grievance. .

Now, Maulavi Makabbir Ali Mozumdar will move his Cut Motion.

Maulavi MAKABBIR ALTI MOZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg
to move that the provision of Rs.1,73,238 under Grant No.11, Major head—27.—
Administration of Justice, Minor head—D.—District and Sessions Judges (total),
at page 80 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1, i.e., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs.6,45,500 do stand reduced by Re-1. ‘

The object of my moving the Motion is to raise a discussion on the
imperative need ofa permanent District and Sessions Judge for Cachar
District with headquarters at Silchar. :

Sir, the District of Cachar is at present one of the biggest districts in the
Province,* with a population of 10 lakhs. Tt is included within the Sessions
Division of the Assam Valley with headquarters at Gauhati. It has put the
litigant public a‘uf. Cachar dlstl‘l(‘.t. to enormous expenditure and untold
miseries. Gauhati is abput 300 miles away from Cachar connected by a
railway line whjch remains closed oceasiun_ally during rains owing to land
slip. Sir, the trial of St‘a§:0ns cases by a Circuit Judge will not be an easy
and expedient solution. The volume of Sessions cases coming before the Courts
also justify the creation of such a Court for Cachar with headquarters at
Silchar without delay. It is the pressing need of the people and a modest
demand was made on this behalf, but without any result. We are getting our
High Court very soon and in order to justify its existence we should have some
feeder Courts in the Province. Sir, there is a Court building at Silchar for the
Judge with a separate Ejlas allotted for the Judge and accommodation is also
available for the staff in the Deputy Commissioner’s Court building. So there
is no question of apprehension for new expenditure for building.

Sir, I assure you that the number .of cases will Jjustify the creation of this
Court. If Government have got any doubt then the neighbouring Hill Districts
may be attached to it. :

_ Sir, in the Pre-Partition days the Subordinate Judge at Sylhet used to ¢
cases at Silchar on circruit, but since the establishment of a Subordinate Jud 2
ship at Silchar, the number of cases after the Partition has justified the creat'ge_
of the post as I am aware he is over-worked. So ifa District and Sc:ss'hDn
Court be established at Silchar, I am confident that the number of cases a3
increase and will justify its existence. Therefore, on behalf of the people“u“
Cachar I request Government for the establishment of a District and Sesgs;j 2
Court at Silchar without further delay. : s

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut motyon Mosed:
““T'hat the provision- of Rs. 1,73,238 under Grant No. 11, Major Heaq__
27.—Administration of Justice, Minor head—D.— District_and Sessions JUdges
(total), at page 80 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1, 1. e., the amount qof
the whole grant of Rs. 6,45,500 do stand reduced by Re. 1. -
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Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : M:. Speaker; Sir, 1 rise 10 _rak.;_
few words against the Cut Motion moved by my hon Friend, Maulavi Makabbites

Ali Mozum :
r the district d

Sir, before demanding for a District and Secssions  Judge fos .
Cachar, he should have been f&lly with facts and fhgures l'.. CoOnvInee the hon,
House that the r"“l"c orr(:-'l-ffhilf are tr.u“g in need of a District and Sessions
Judgc- 'rhﬁy 1ad one District and Seswsions Jnul or when vihet was within Assam
but as Sﬂhﬂ. has been “?]:Jl’:lll"f,l now, of course, I am not .nlu.aunlr-! with lh el

ires, still in_my humble opinion, there seems o be no nerd for a District and S
Sessions Judge in Cachar and its creation will not be justified considering the Lol s
that the humber of cases which will be instituted in this Court will not be many <

in future.
Now, in t,h" connection, Sir, I beg to point out th

laced an Assistant Sessions Judge at Silchar and the need of a
really necessary only for trying cases like those under section
Penal Code and other cases can easily be taken up and disposcd of by the
Assistant Sessions judgr. It is, I [l;i;,ﬁ' niecdless to "—]J-f‘lul a huge amount of
money for ?hc purpose of a district by creating the poat ol a District and Sessions
Judge at Silchar when it can be managed smmoothly il it is ammamlgamated with
some other district where there is a Sessions and District Judge. If the hgures of
cases really justify then Government may consider "t atterwards to put an
Additional Sessions and District Judge at Silchar. At least I am not convinced
from the statement which was made by the hon. Member that 2 District and
Sessions Judge at present is necessary for the district ot Cachin In the circums
stances, 1 hope, he will consider to withdraw his Motion.

The Howble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : My Speaker, Sir, I am
really very gl?d that the hon. Member by moving this Cut Motion has given me
an opportunity to explain the present position. The hon. Members of this
House specially t:hc hon. Members coming from different Bars know that before
the separation of Syl_hcl‘ there were two districts, viz., Assam Valley Districts and
the Surma Valley Districts with two District and  Sessions Judges. But now
after the scparation of SY”“‘-} we have one District and Sessions Judge, an
Additional  District and Sessions Judge with three Sub-Judges. After the
f Sylhet we have reviewed the whole position and we ‘are considering as
Assam. At the beginning

headquarters
Then 1 asked

figures to

at Government hias .ﬂl‘!‘ﬂd
District _[ml;:r‘ is
102 of the Indian

transfer © )
to how to reconstitute the Judgeship for the whole of

we were thinking of having three Districts and Sessions Judges with
at Gauhati, Jorhat and Silchar. “That was our (:untr:n'q)l:;ti(m.

the Judge of the Assam Valley to give us his views on this and give us
show whether our_prOpc_)sal.wlll be justified and I have received a report from
the Judge embodying his views and the figures, He is definitely of opinion that
there is Do need for three Judges with three Districts and the figures also will not

at all justify to have that,

So far as 9‘;‘1"'}1;-3‘" is concerned, the hon. Members have already known from
the speech whic Sas been made by my hon. Friend, Mr. Hazarika, that we have
already given one: ub-Judge who has been posted at Silchar and who has been
< vested with the powers of an Assistant Sessions Judge. Now as the whole
matter of reconstitution of the Judgeship in Assam -is under’ consideration, I
think it W?u be premature now to con ¢ to any definite  decision in the matter,
So in vieW Ofatlll"s and 1}1’1 view of the definite opinion expressed by the Judge of
the Assarn_V ey W(gfs all not be._]ustiﬁed in appointing a District and Sessions
Judge at Sllchau‘-t o fcourse in view of the representations and the demands that
we have been getil %d[c'lo:n the public of Cachar T am still thinking whether we
San BiVe them - one itional District and Sessions Judge at Silchar. 'Thatis
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still under examination and I hope the hon. Member will wait till that time when
we shall be in a position to come to a definite decision after further examination

of the whole matter. I hope with this assurance the hon. Member will see his
way to withdraw the Motion.

Maulavi MAKABBIR ALY MOZUMDAR: Sir, I am glad that the

Hon'ble Minister has given me some hope.  When he has given some assurance

that he will look into the matter, L beg leave of the House to withdraw my
Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave of the House
to withdraw his Cut Motion?

Tne Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Maulavi MD. MAKSHED ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the
total provision of Rs.6,45,500 under Grant No.11, Major head—27.—Adminis-
tration of Justice, at Page 76 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount
of the whole grant of Rs.6,45,500 do stand reduced by Re.1.

Sir, we bad not heard of taking bribes by the Magistrates and Munsifs so
long, but with the coming of the war some members of the *Magistracy and
Judiciary are now taking bribes. Not only this, we also see the feeling of
racialism and communalism in some members of the Magistracy and Judiciary,
But I hope, Sir, that this sort of corrupt practices in the members of Judiciary
and Magistracy should be eradicated by the Government.

With these words I commend my Motion for the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Cut -Motion moved :

“That the total provision of Rs.6,45,500 under Grant No.11, Major head—
27.—Administration of Justice, at page 76 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1,
i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.6,45,500 do stand reduced by Re.1%.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA :
matter of great regret that there has been such
officers who are entrused with the sacred duty of administering justice in the law
courts,  So far we have heard allegations against officers of other Departments,
but we had not heard against the judicial officers, My hon. Friend, the Mover
of the Cut Motion, has not given any specific instances of such corruption against
any Magistrate or Judicial Oflicers. His complaint is of general nature.

Sir, it is needless for me to say anything more on this subject of corruption -
of Government Officers. Much has been said and there was enough discussion
on the floor of this House about that, Everyone is anxious to stop such corrup-
tions in all Departments and Government is also 1o less anxious in that. But in

doing this we would always seek the Co-operation and hel of the public. and
specially the hon. Member's of the House,. i 5

. If they come across such cases
ot corruption and if they at least let us know by sending some note in confiden-
tial way, certainly we “shall be prepared to 't

Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is a
accusation against the responsible

ake drastic action against such
officers. _
I hope, after hearing me, the hon. Mover will see his way to withdraw hjs
Cut Motion.

Maulavi MD. MAKSHED ALJ: Sir, it is not possible for me to give Particulap
instances regarding some corrupt. practices indulg.ed in by these members of
the Judiciary and Magistracy. However, on getting . the assurance from the
Hon’ble Minister I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Cut Motion.
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The Hon'’ble the SPEAKER : Has the froon Vember lcave ol the

4 -

to withdraw his Cut Motion !
The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, witl

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : I put the original Demand

The question is :

“That a sum not exceeding
which will come in the course
March, 1949 for the administration
Justice’ .

The question was adopted.

GRANT NO. 2%

drawn.

s 6,45,500 be gtm-lrt' 1o defray the ¢k h;”‘
of payment during the year cuding on the Sha

of the head «27. .’\thtﬂnlﬂtéﬁm of

(*47.—Miscellaneous Drp-lrlmrnln")
The ﬁon,blc Srijut RAMNATH DAS : On the urrummrmlalion
His Excellency the Governor of Asam, 1 beg, Sir, to mMOVE that a sum Dol
ves which will come |

exceeding Rs..2,46,500 be granted to dcfray the charg P’
the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1 139, for

administration of the head 47 —Miscellaneous Departments’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : M stion moved :

«“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,46,500 be gpranted to
which will come in the coursc of payment during the year en
March 1949, for the administration of the head 47.— Miscellancous

(After a pause)

defray the charges
ding on theld
Departments™

-
%

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Ther is no Cut Motion under this Demang_
thereforc 1 put the question. J
The question is: :
«That a sum not excecding Rs. 2,46,500 be granted to Jes
ending on  the 3 h’\

which will come in the course of payment during the year
March, 1949 for the administration of, the head “47. _Miscellancous Depare-

ments’.”’ ;
The question was adopted.

RESOLUT)IONS

defray the cha

Establishments of Military Training College in the Province
stands in the name
ds in the name of  Srijy,

o

: The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The first Resolution
Mr. Morley.- He is absent. The second Resolution stan

Dandeswar Hazarika.

: .Srijut DAND'.'ESWAR HAZARIKA : 1 beg to m
opinion that the Government of Assam do take carly
of a Military Training College in the Province.

Tt is needless to point out before the hon.
sity of a Military Training College in this Province
lution, I reccived several letters from various parts ol t

N

ove that this Assembly is ol

steps for the establishmene 2
Members of this House the ﬂccé 3 'y
As soon as I tabled this Resq \
he Province rcquesting A
"y O

R
L.
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to move the Government to take early steps for the establishment of such a Col-
lege in the Provinee and besides that, some of my friends have asked me to
nsist upon  Government and to impress upon them that not only a Military
Training College is necessary in this Province, but also that an Arms and
Ammunition factory should be established in the Province as early as possible.

Sir, Assam was independent till 1826 and probably it was the last Provinca
that came under the Biritish control, and as it is situated in the North-East part
of the Dominion, the strategic inportance of the Province is very great. It is need-
less to dilate the stratepic importance of the Province before this hon. H(_)USC,
which the hon. Members have appreciated niore than myself. Many Provinces
in India, Sir, have taken steps for the establishment of'a Military Training Col-
lege so that young men of their Province may be trained for the protection
of the country.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: May 1 know from the
hon. Member which of the Provinces have started a Military Training College ?

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : Central Provinces have started one.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS :

- : ¢ The Resolution relates to defence which is a
Cientral subject.  We should not discuss it here.

srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: Sir I would draw the attention

of the Government for the consideration of the establishment of a Military
Training School in the Province as early as possible.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: The Resolution is for the
establishment of a College and not a School,

srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: That should be School.

I would request the hon. Members of the House for the consideration of
my Resolution. 2 .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Isit the intention of the hon. Mover
that ‘College’ should be substituted by ¢School’?

Srijut BELIRAM DAS : On a point of order, Sir, can the hon. Mover
amend his own Resolution ? » '

Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : The best thing is to withdraw
the Resolution and bring another Resolution later on.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : Ma

; : v I suggest cne thi ir ? Milita
training in Colleges will solve the problem. S8 g, {Bix el

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :

. I think the hon. Mover should ask some
other hon. Member to amend it. : :

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : I want simply an assurance from
Goverfiment for consideration only. :

Maulavi MD. ABUL KASHEM: The amendment is: Government
should take early steps for making provision for Military Training in the Colleges
of the Province. ;
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The. lim,b‘? the EPEAKgR Thicee 88 Serttpe  Lane lapnyat theie i
time llnﬂ. r()f l“".ll"“ A"’c"‘"u'""- l* thie 1o agsrcs 1 oisav allow 1.

&h‘ KAM!N' KUMAR KEN . ’ ’lr" iiuiu \!r:ni.‘; 3”._;‘-.] "“‘ a M
Training (:o“'g':’ afterwards he came down and he sasd that e woilld be sa
with a Ml!ilary l";&lil‘liﬂg School, amd now he i satafied with an  assurance
consideration.

The Hon'ble Srijut B SHNURAM MEDHI Lhe Amendment is ol
order, because nmparting military training in Colleges is quite different X.
starting A Mlh.“")' (.z'fg"cgc. It is inc "3‘.‘0!%(("‘!1! with the Resolution iuell, 1§ 3
RaRe thing = 8“‘12" ﬂ"lll;’lﬂj lmining in Colleges, but it s almolutely a diffe '
matter as stated in the Resolution for starting a Military Caollegr

.

Mltthi MD. ABUL KASHEM My Friend, the Mover of the Rew
tion, Wa?“"l that ‘h"c“h‘mlf‘ be military training. 1 do not think it 8 §
sistent with the Resolution originally moved.

Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [|'he hon, Member should realise 'I_f._

attitude of hon. Members of the House,

Srijut DANDE$WAR HAZARIKA - My intention was not the establishe
ment of a College ;'ll s!mul(.l be a School. 1 under stand that there 13 s0me .‘,d:.
culty in the Rc”"!u“‘)ll I'L'H'”. So 1 beg leave of the House to withdraw the R &
lution. I shall give notice of an amended Resolution later on,

The Hon’blc th'e SPEAK_ER . Has the hon., Member the leave of th
House to withdraw his Resolution ? e
The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 3

A"oli‘iou Of impl‘e.“ed Lab',uf i]l J“inliﬂ l!i"h‘

he SPEAKER - 2o o s hinede it
The Ho;’ble o e :  Resolution No. 3. -Mr. Binode Kumag
) find he 13 absent.  No, 4 Mr. Larsingh Khyriem. ; w

N

o

Rsﬂﬁfﬁltﬁﬁzﬁiﬁl\d’ Sir,l am not prrp:u-rd (u-(l:ly. Mny ]

Mr. LA
be allowed to 11 g
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No, that cannot be done, No. 5-—-M@ J:

S. H_ardma“' 5

Mr. J- S. HA,I,‘DMAN et SPC“I‘”': Sir, I Dbeg to move the ﬁﬂlowing“'
Rcsollﬂion """ y 5 ¥ N
o ARS'NGH KHYRIEM . : 3 A
kcsoﬁfgb:‘ to-morrow, I shall moye iy rﬁ:‘W.Y‘-’“ do not -,lllvnw me to Move my |
pre o IS e BEUAKER & Al right. | S
a i

M LAI}SO;I:‘?OI: txhﬁ’{thlEM : My, Speaker, Sir, T beg to move that thi; :
Asscmblylﬁ (;hwith in view of -t’;}’slem of impressed labour in Jaintia Hills e
abolisth T i S }:c fact that the Jaintia people are against it, L

sir, 1 amno idea what im r°_“- Members as well as the Members of (he
Cabinet P2y my Redlotion hang apous 'is, and corsequently the Hon'ble

use e hich impels me tg tly. My Resolution is a very simple one.  Jje
ggin reason wi? O bring forward this Resolution is the Stroug'

L\
I
L
&
L
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resentment prevailing in the countrv.  Sir, whenever Government Servants are
on transfer or on tour, it is always the rule to supply them with coolies to carry
%hr‘n‘.ln.ula‘. The Subdivisional Officer on  such occasions issues an order to the
Doloi who in turn asks his headman to comply with the order. If a Doloi fails to
supply then action is taken against \him. The Dolois, therefore, have to force
people against their will, whenever such demand for coolies is made by the Sub-

t!ll\'nlu!l.il Ofticer and whoever fails to go is fined, the fine ranging fom Rs.10 to
Rs. 25 each. .

Sir, generally the Subdivisional Officer demands more coolies than what is
really needed.  Supposing two men are required to carry a load—the Subdivi-
sional Officer demands three or four men,  So, when they all come, those who
are not needed have to return home. 1In this casc a day is lost but no payment
1S mven. It sometimes I;.‘npprncd that coolies had turned up as ordcrcd, but the

officer vnuh_! not go, so they were ordered to come again next day. So that day
1s also lost for no Fuult of theirs.

_ Sir, the load is generally 35 seers or more, and a coolie has to carry his
ration in ;uldigm.n to his load, which is heavy for one man to carry all the day
lm:_L:. A mm.lw 18 given a wage of Re. 1 only in the first stage (;e on the first
day) but he is not paid for his return journey, which is the next da,)' and those

that have to carry in the second stage is paid annas twelve only and nothing for
the return journey. | =

Then, Sir, there is another kind of impressed 1abour. In places where there
is no inspection bungalow, sheds have to be built for officers whenever they go
out on tour. Such sheds could be built by 20 or 30 men only. But the Doloi
instcad of employing as stated, asks every household of his eleka to send one male
adult to build such sheds. For such kind of work people have to give free
Jabour. My pcople are :1-1\\':1ys‘againstthis practice, but as they are afraid of
the Dolois and the exccutive ofhicers they have to do the work unwillingly. In
short, this is the real state of things. My people are tired of this forced labour
and have becn dcma:‘lding its abolition by resolutions and representations. Sir,
the cherishedshope of [ndependence has no meaning if this forced labour is not

abolished. rI think T am right in saying that the present problem is one which
the All-India leaders are anxious to solve.

With these few words, 1 commend my Resolution to the acceptance of the
IHouse.

"The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Resolution moved :

“That this Assembly is of opinion that the system of impressed labour in -

Jaintia I_—[‘ills be abolished forthwith in view of the fact that the Jaintia people-are
against it™’. ;

Mrs. BONILY KHONGMEN : M. Speaker, Sir, I ris support the
1{950111“011 11110\{)ed by my hon_. lfricnc_i, Mr. Larsingh Khyr’.icm,~ rcigai*(:iing,p-'fi)boﬁtfon
of impressed labour in the Jaintia Hills. _ He has already acquainted us about this
fur.cecl labour and its conscquences. ;‘t 1s really painful to think that human
beings should be treat;cd like beasts of burden. The Jaintia people, as the hon.
Mover has already said, have been agitating against this system of forced labour
for a long time, but they could not do anything as long as they were under
forcign rule. But the people now expect better treatment from their own
National (Government. 1 therefore request Government to abolish this system
of impressed labour not only in the Jaintia Hills, but also in'any other part of

the country if and where it is practised.

- «

1
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*Srijut KHORSING TFRANG: gradre  wsrefs Jen,
Larsingh Khyriema fi Resolution wifacs 4 790% 3% wwsiaats
ol | «@r4S¥ support ¥4 I¥Ts (¢ Wi wews {5 R Officer
TTa cpdralcE WAty AFAm  ffex argew o Arara ewcis TESIR
Subdivisional Officer, Deputy Commissioner Officer faige
“cstatralcF giata F1aTd 3| remi A wfan wifm, =90 oz sl i,
ntf firx At Benfe’ o1z fEsirst wiatz wrsis  offa Sim AT SR L o
ato B FfAa AN TH | AW BPR F@ o1 w13 6] (e {1 4F 99 5EN Officer
GaAtFs 453 73 4%k w7 Ffaw cAtetfx | wra Befx Fala SATd WER
fzate BAaw A¥sls fafica 1 afem Nz et 198 a¥ Ofhcer
FiatT LI, c2rw AfT afem = 4% g4 7wy fFa Flaw 7
AfFrF A Al ez wtata fafss =1¥ea 2F oo F2 43 F19 fora Iy
7% 4% Resolution support #f#1 fastfars 1 E
] associaic m\u"f 3 th
Sir, the Begar systen
luggages 10 tours o
practce ol lntdl\g
with only a no

Mr. MANIRAM MARAK : Mr. Speaker, Si,
what has been stated by the Mover of the Resolution
i.e , impressed labour for carrying Governmerpt othcers’
been abolished long before, but some officers are still in
people through vil‘fagc Nokmas to carry their luggages ;
payment at the rate of Re.l and more often less than that cven. Besides g
waste of time in waiting for their arrival which is also very often irregular thar §
day or two have to bg spent in waiting for those officers. If for such and othey

reasons a Nokma fails to supply coolies or the persons themselves refuse 10 CATTY the
ishes them withg

luggages, the fact is reported to the District Magistrate who pun v
proper enquiry into the causes nor considering the fact that they have ll‘lc "Rh_t
refuse si  t hesystem impressed labour has been abolished in the Garo Hil
Moreover, the willing carriets would be available on payment of Rs.2 per day ag
is in vogue in the locality and are paid by their co-villagers. There may ‘;’C SOme
difficulty in getting them only when they are very busy with Jhum clearing ang
during the harvesting season. However, the very persistence ol the |n‘2fC!“IC Suppg 7:
ted by the District Magistrate is only a milder form of slavery which cannot andg
should not be tolerated in a free country. 1, therefore, carncstly request the

pular Government to stop this practice altogether and not o allow it to exisg
in any form. With these words, I support the Resolution moved by my
Friend, Mr. Khyriem, N

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 rise on a POin
of order. Sir, .wﬂl such a discussion be in  order as the original Resolution referg
only ot a certain matter in the Jaintia Hills ? e

: Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Mr. Speaker, Sir, in SUpport.
ing the Resolution moved by Mr. Larsing Khyriem 1 would say that in these dayg
while we have achicved independence it is really unthinkable how  this system:
ijs continuing in the Jaintia Hills and I think, Government would have no objee.
tion to accept this Resolution because, Sir, we know that the Begar system, that jg
the fprced labour, that was in vogue in the Garo Hills has been abolished duri
the time of the then Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Macdonald and since then officers
arc touring in different arcas and they are to pay a little more than what tl}CY used
to pay during the cxistence of Begar system.  But they are not finding any

[N
N
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#Speech not corrected,
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l]illirnll}' in moving. There will be no difficulty for them to spare something
more as they are getling some percentage increase in their Travel mng Allowances
over and above that they were drawing previously. So I do not find any reasons
why this cannot be abolished. While requesting the House to accept this
Resolution, I would also ask the hon. Mover and others who come from suqh
hill areas not to forget that. the Government Servants who are going to tour in
the areas are not servants of the British, but aresthe servants of tluznzsel\'cs and
officers go there to serve the people and their cause. So in case of dlﬁ‘c“.lw ‘}:iy
may of their own accord  extend the help and co-operation which they will LSO
With these words, Sir, ] support the Resolution of my hon. Friend, Mr. Khyriem.

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, will such discussion.  be

allowed ?

The Hon’bie the SPEAKER : Why not ? :

_Srijut DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI: cita 38 Mr. 33
CIEAArE 7 A%t wifyr «fies wiv. 9iF support =f¥a2 aifiy et wlfe
FNT 1 Government Officer fRaitr arass s xRy 4R GERIE!
F% @If$3 fwcer British system 7 Officer ffare @%th xFa @RI_SES

T IR e fFgar w01 @ | 2at w@ie AfEsd czr wRln I TR
st | : ' |

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Can he bring this question
Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: No it is not relevant. The question is
with regard to Begar system and in that way it should be made relevant.

Srijut CHANOO KHERIA : 351 si4fs Siedtm. 18 @3 ARATHIA TR
FANIT AT IJA @Aw) ) W2 o wisle twm @ @i ARl AR
6T WTEA @Bl g i Wity | Oflicer fesits Governmentd “d1 Si€l
BT | vefias i st @ Wiy Ares orw ) sfers? wfiwm WDF
Officer Rans wwimbta s atewd | Fieg? @M woa A0S @@ 74
THE frata ) wfm | w3 WA (erAwd iRk 3T AT - FCE

. The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am m
entre sympathy with the Mover of the Resolution. The system of lmpre.ss.ed
labour in the hill areas was introduced with the establishment of the f?rltlSh
rule in our country. Tt was deemed necessary to remove the difficulties of
the touring officers in the matter of transport in the hill areas. But now after
the 15th August, 1947 the sitnatiori has changed. We are on the threshold of a
new.Consutution. And the Draft Constitution has already provided for fundamen-
tal r}ght_s of every citizen. We have already taken this question and are trying to
abolish impressed labour not only in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills but also in other
hill areas. We are going to introduce a system of porter corps to remove the
difliculties of transport in the hill areas. As the Government has already taken
up this question to meet the problem by imtroducing a system of porter corps, I
ask the hon. Mover of the Resolution to withdraw his Motion.

Mz, LARSINGH KHYRIEM : Sir, in view of the statement made by
Hon’ble Minister I do not like to press my Resolution.
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The Hon'ble the SPEAKER © Has the hon, Mover lrave of the House "'

to, withdraw his Reswolution ?

I'he Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn

Cultivation of Paddy lands at present lying abandoned in the vicinity

Of forrgl.

llh. 'J.‘ S. Hélm. MAN : My, Speaker, Sir, 1 bex tr  move that this
A"scmbly ‘“ ‘Jr"P'”"”‘ that the CGroverpment of  Asaain do take :an!llt‘diﬂlﬁ
and effective steps 0 encourage the culuvation ol paddy Jlands at wresent

t‘am-qtc

lying abandoned in the vicinity of forests and also o prevent

cxirnayve

to cultivation in such arcas.

Sll", it 19, 1 am ‘,""h‘lq"‘p known {0 .IN the hon, .\-lft"!m
of the House !‘Vh:“ cxtensive ‘l:"";‘ﬂ!‘? 15 donrc 1N suc by LT EAS, We
have, Sir, app[ccm-ql (h}c V(:T‘\_- greas efforts which the Hon'ble Supply Minister
has been making for the Grow-More-Food Campaign. Hre Suppy e greal
initiative and great enthusiasm in this respect. He hns realiscd that it ‘< not

more

l'u’r:u])hl}'g‘lﬂ i;lnrr'h’ﬂﬂl for Assam but also ol supplving

ave., . - 2 - g "

9 l::"l" ':' een  campaigning for many Y. ars 1o persuade

a real interest in this probiem which so vitally affects cultd
configuration

merely a proble
food for India-

Government to ta ke

vators livin in areas m'j”i“i”ﬁf forests which owing to the physical
of Assam aflccts a4 Jurge “”“’1’""’ of cultivators. :\I‘-t time when Indiua s sufferning
shortages of food and when the meagre nTl'-llI‘, of dollars has to
' Assam,

from very acutc ! :
be utilised in procuring food which could to a large extent be  grown b
there is an overwhelming case for examining what measur =s should be adopted to
ensurc the production gfmore 1"‘)fl in areas which at the present day arc lying
fallow or producing an cn'tl_rtly insignificant crop. There are lands totalling
many thousands of actes :w'“ch could produce a very high vield of paddy :|n§
which to-day arc l”""d"“mg "_‘",].""g'. I have mysr-ll" -;r-.r.n‘ exlensive arcas, ‘which
have gone completely ‘JUtl'-ir cultivation as a result of the menace of damage -
from clcphf-lnts' We Wuu;rrcfluc'“ Government to have a l'apitl survey made

of all these areas, 80 that c CEI’.IV.C measures can be drawn up. We mm”nitc, Sir,

thaton = o coﬂ;cr\{atlvc.ll.xis,?. the areas aflecced. cannot be  less than ten -
thousand a.crcs, a? thl(:l?o’;‘t“;.:‘) l]’l)t(‘:‘ 1l)n th'c neighbourhood of half a lakh of acres.

The magmtudc (o) (2 lakﬁs ok (l';)v”lf:(." can c;.;sily Iye cslim:tlt-d, and hy com-

parison the sum & item.  We beli Joverninent secure fromn the sale of clephants

1§ an inslgmﬁcant i 's -in th;: ¥ -il:l:-nvlc that the loss in food production to the

cultivators of Assamuls O )liC'l.:;’iE’ Jourhood of one crore of rupees and to this
is added the .cnornllzsc arca?«s food (:Llhf“’h’ch necessarily must ensuc from  the need
for bringing into trj-cat AT d‘f-‘r‘mh could be produced there. wWe have at
the moment very {51 1 -into[ ares y 10}11t1c3 and these are increcased by the need
for moving ralm ;uggeztion of u;l;r‘:\’hlch arc not self-su DPOI'lillg. It i1s notl, how-
ever, ST _rncl'e Laving lives in otherc m’oncy for the cultivators ol Assam. T'his
5.9 qucsnonhortages. It has becn vc],)«‘u'ts of India which are confronted with
very acute SBO 1 hat elephant dama y freely admitted by District  Oflicer

ge is on a scale hitherto unknown.

ia s and
oy In the

by FOI'('St o 2 a , = Dol
;e-waxj ycaf;; tfi’s‘iiﬁ‘é?rgnggg‘;:{:s trivial compared with the damage sustained
at prcs'cnt- s mblcm‘and ra havcmzl}?c by the Forcqt Deparcment fail to touch
a fringe © I'r?ﬂgcs of cultivated area ¢ spectacle of large hordes of elephants
living oD hc.h e ircumstances, it is s waiting to descend when the paddy ¢rop
is ripe. falns rovide elephants witﬁofs surprising that thc cultivators should
feel reluctant I 5 captures of clephant ree meals. Frequently the Forest Officers
succee in naking [‘rcqucntly cleph 3:'buF the market in elephants is not Very
ly too ants which have been causing damage are

Brislk, and OF
-
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released again to continue the'r depredation. We understand, Sir, that a year
apd the Forest Department prepared a scheme for controlling clephants anfi
driving them away from the affected areas. Nothing has emerged from this
and at present the Forest Department would be the first to admit that they are
not taking the steps which could be taken to meet this problem. -

The elephants brcome so emboldened that all measurgs to frighten them away
arc_completely ineflective. Neither an'munition nor high velocity rifles are
available in sufficient numbers to check the encroachment of these t‘lcrhants. and
unless some scheme is prepared, the present scale of damage will not only continue,
but will increase. We are not anxious to see elephants slaughtered, but we
realise that food production at the present time is of paramount importance.
We realise that elephants have a place in Assam’s cconomy, but that place surely
is not in the cultivator’s field. More intensive measures are required for th_cu‘
exterminition and we hope that the Government will give practical and effective
consideration to this most urgent problem,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Resolution moved :

“This Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take immediate
and eflective Steps to encourage the cultivation of paddy lands at present lying

abandoned in the vicinity of forests and also to prevent extensive damage to
cultivation in such arcas.?’

Srijut BELIRAM DAS : 31l ssiaifs TreRm, Mr.
(ST AT (73N 5 Sfw > afeg fasr =fag cmiatig |
Ftaq FIICL 9T AWICH Wifeg | iy Aol ufiTe Iste W
A7 AR | T S cerdre e Forest Department
FTZ CFTB | BIT AT 12 GB9T THa fFeie AT gy
CT2 F1ATY T2 7 (SieS) . (@ (OTATS 9B AVIATH A w13
IS (SSTAIF B2 i1 TS a5 om AR UFOMET TN @ S w9
AT | AR ) =Ty @ Biz N9MTT ©F© 47 SHT UE =i oMty @fea
FAAAE 9 Attt wwR fewed @i = T¥ BT Seltswn wfw ey |
MSF AT W Government 4 AT Flaed oma) Folds ots [
AMTT o= A7 9ATgwrr %= fary | =S 43I TIEW 7 g ke W (4 A IR ATA|
NIATTCR F7 Ao | o Fimra CHT TS @ 21SY cawtg g7 wE=es ool

Mr. Hardman @ ctats weq =15 =1 TR O FITA AT 9% otertachiz [ReIAS)
wfacs | : =

Haréman g
QTATT ATS FU!
B =BT %5 =

SHACIIRT T -
EE IO 0 =iE |
ShelE iy (rERIR

Maulavi ABDUL HALIM DA roreiy 27y, ¢Ns 3% hon. Mr.
i SR RA R e e SUPPOTL.TCH 4 - IR Siotss wieey {araigiss AT s
YOIN0 BT 41T Bz Aifsiy) fFates 163 32T B Wras iy s | 72 f%ar%@ T
7 9% AT ex0g | @bty Atenaa AT TRAT R oz oy RUCEGEREE o2
Government 3 reserve Fats w1 sig 5T A g
fral et sfitg | grers 92 =6 X et ﬂﬁ?iﬁczlsﬂfﬂfﬁg? ir%ig
REFS 4470 12 iff o tact wempe T SR oy aps | s e
A6 IF(= #7 fatg @psice forest reserve 3 erag 53 & '

99l gfs frats cerom
A 8B ftT arets 7% hon. Member My, Hardman 1 Awtaa cata
facalfa® s | :
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Mawlavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHENM ay. Spcaker, Sir, LE
to support Mr. Hardiman's Resofution. Here 1 find shat sy hon, Friends
seemn to have missed the wordings of the Resolution. if they had gone through
the Resolution propesly they will find that he wanis 10 encourage cultivation of
addy lands at prescnt lying abandoned in the vicinaty of forests and that he
did not mean that the forests should be deforcsted, Dbut that those paddy lands
which are lying almn}l-mmi and which are not being cultivated Jyould be utilised
and to p,rcvrm'c!wnmvr d""“'uc to ‘Ulli’u.‘ﬂlu" in Si.-n.r atehs rinr fo flfl‘ilal‘ll‘j or
other wild animals. I see no reason why this R esolution should be oppx
rather we should all support it and if this Resolutinn of Mg Hardman is carvied,
the rcml‘t would be rthat all P"‘i‘-’}‘ lands lying abandoned in the wvicimty of
forests ":”" be h“’ughl under cultivation and also once we o€ cepted his Resolution
- there will not be any difficulty for us to bring in another Resolution by which
we can ‘ask the tea-garden owners 1o sce that all lands lying in thed premiscs
be cultivated and in that case Mr. Hardman will not e i a position (O

O €. I, tht’ﬂ‘.’forc, r;.f!ur.ﬂ the hon . ].“,.",], w ho have npluutrll lhi'
nh.u-::lunla‘.l\‘ fi» impnwc

whiich we are

Resolution to reconsider their views and to accept 4
food  FOT

cultivation in the Cﬂl_llllryl;g"d to help in getting noie
lpﬁﬂdln” huge amount of money from the Government collers With these
words, be} § o I suppart the Resolution of my hon. Friend My, tardman.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : My, Speaker, Sir, I want to speak a word

or two on this Resolution 1 find in one ,,_-,”i, ular subdivision in .],,,h;“ we
cultivation and as

have got ah‘JF‘ 70,000 highas of fr:r-bllﬂl:'r land without any
such to Pl’ﬂpﬁ!ﬂ deforestation.........(Mr. J. 5. Haidman : Thee is no such
pro lin my Resolution). At any rale | would suggest my hon. Friend to be
good crwug_h 1o ina_kc; an amcendment along with his Resolution and that s that
he sh‘ou}d.mc_l.udc, in it that all those uncultivated lands within tea-gardens
jurisdlcuan will also be opened up for prow-more-food campaign. In that case
1 think he wlill be. consistent with the anxiety for supplying food not only to
Assam, but,als‘o to other starving Provinces. Otherwise it is @ camouflage to
keep the question “’_u“cultlval‘:d fee simple land on the bac kgrunnd and only
to show 1O the cultivators—the mass people-—that he is Lefriending them by
throwing all these lands for cultivation Y
Mr. r. M. SARWAN : M.r- _Spcakcr, Hi]" as has been 5!;:((!([ l'))' the hon.
Mr. ngdman, he has brought this Resolution to give protection to the cultivators
from :W’]d clephants. At any rate, we must not take for granted that the other
man is lacking in sincerity, and when Mr, Hardman has brought this Resolution,
the question 13 that those jlbz_tl[lduncd forest lands should be given Lo the raiyats
from reserves a?d vl:hen it is found necessary, forest land should be deforested
d out for the protection of food cultivation. 1 think, this Resolution of

and opene ; 2
Mr. Harc.lman 18 qulfc reasonable and I do think Mr, Hardman can pnint out cer=
tain portions of the reserves which are doing a great deal of harm to the ratyats by

hose arcas and have seen

pode to wild animals. T have very often to go to t

iving 2 :
“in what miserie : ey
for mysell mangot n:;iﬂtt].]s.‘the raiyals are living mnear permancnt forest areas
B eir crop as the elephants and other wild animals come
Resolution 1s very

where thC}l ce &l dd
out from t e jungle and destroy the crops and eat them up. L'l is
: 2t ¢ p- This
reasoflab]g at?lc:tt o?nalh?)tebdlslﬂ Mr. Hardman has not refused such portions of the
rant lands Bk i 130 ldc assed along with the land which is covered by this
Resolution. 0, uld support this Resolution of Mr. Hardman.
The Ho:il’bt}eoz‘;“!“t RUPNATH BRAHMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, this
peautiful land o is naturally so situated that the depredation of the wild

elephants 15 sure to come every year, particularly in the submontane areas.

-
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Hon. Members know that practically on all sides our Province is surronunded
by mountain ranges full of forests, From these ranges of hills the elephants will
continue to appear in the plains portions because these are the natural abodes
of the wild Cl"‘Ph-mU. Mr. Hardman in his speech has said that there have
been damages upto the extent of ten thousand Bighas or like that, but I don’t
find in his speech any mention of the particular place or locality where
these damages have been caused. So far as the Government is conccm‘cd we
arc trying our level best to give effective control to the movement of wild
animals. I have stated on the floor of this House some time ago in rcpl}_' to
Questions, that we have every year been allowing eclephant catching operations
throughout the whole Province in different districts. Every year we take report
from the Deputy Commissioners and Divisional Forest Officers as to which
areas are damaged by clephants,. When we get the report and views of the
different district officers, we select certain areas and sanction elephant catching
('I])Cl'ﬂli()l'ls. We '.l“i'i\\' two kin(ls of Up(-r;\(iong. ;-i:_’ (]‘ K]]L‘da Hlld (2) L‘ICIR-
As I have said, Mr. Hardman has not pointed out any particular area where
damages have been caused. ¥

. Mr.J S. HARDMAN : On a point of explanation, I can point out
innumerable areas.

The Hon’ble Srijut_ RUPNATH BRAHMA : But still he has not been
able to point out any particular area.

Sir, from the reports I have received from the Conservator of Forests
it appears that there has been some damages in the Cachar District and
that there had bcc_n some movements of wild eclephants during the last two or
three years. It might be due to war activities that some wild elephants moved
from the Burma side and the Lushai Hills and damaged certain arcas in the
Southern portion of the Cachar District.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: There had been damages in North Cachar also.
The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : In the year before last

and this year also as my information goes we allowed certain operations there
both Kheda and Mela. So on the Government side we have been trying our
level best to control the movement of the elephants from place to place through-
out the whole of the Province. As has been rightly pointed out by my hon.
Friend, Srijut Beliram Das aund as we all know that throughout the whole
Province there are vast areas under fee-simple grants which are full of ever
green forests.  ‘These evergreen forests certaintly invite wild elephants to come
and roam about paddy fields. (#Hear, Hear). So along with the Government
rcquns:blhty, I want to point out that our Tea Planters are also greatly res-
onsible for all this. If our Tea Planters make it a point to clear the jungles
in their fee-simple grant lands there will be certainly less depredation. So I
request hon. Mr. Hardman to see that these forests are cleared sooner or later.
So far as the lands under these fee-simple grants are concerned, I may tell my
hon. Friend, Mr. Hardman, that they can do a lot to drive away these wild
elephants in consultation with the Officers of the Forest Department. If he
wants 1 can ask my Conservator of Forests to discuss with him, even in the
course of this session, if he can find some suitable time, on the measures to be
taken for driving away these wild elephants from the affected areas.

With these words, I hope he will withdraw his Resolution and if he does
rot, I shall have no other alternative but to oppose the same.
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“Mr. J. 8. HARDMAN : 1 shall be very |.Jra:rti to have the opport

to discuss the matter with the Conservator of Foresis and sertle the matier, I8
view of this, 1 beg leave of the House 1o withdraw the Resolufion which stanth

in my name.

The g”'bl. t'be SPBAKBR . Has the hon Member leave d
House to w:thdra}w his Resolution ?
The Resolution was, 'Iy leave of the H ouse, w ithdrawn

Re: Subsidy of fifty lakhs of rupees out of the Extra Teal

- Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg fO move thItEEE
this Aucrnbly 18 ;')f Upiniun that the tovernment  of Assam do move
the Dominion Government of India to make a subsidy of Afty lakhs -
rupecs out of the Extra Tea Dutics levied these ycars for r-n;n!-il t‘.\'[“‘mu‘ X

of the Gauhati University, Assam.

he

Slr, in movin this Resolution I am not demanding mm:h Or

Government of India, Tt is a well-known fact that when the l':"l‘i.“‘l ' :
India was (cmuvcd from Calcutta to Delhi, the Calcutta University S
which was orginally meant for Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and Assam, has been

considered from that date as a sort of Provincial University and the injustice &
on the plats

thereby done to Assamn has been declared, often and anon,
form as also on the floor of this House from 1921. Since then we hat_i w
pay to the Calcutta University even for individual scholars who "‘Cﬂ\:td
technical education in different dr:p:nrlmcnu, We had to pay Smnﬂhl!“
for each scholar for educating our youths in the Engincering College, Medis
cal College and Veterinary College. Even after  paying we did not find
sufficient room for our boys, because that was given @ secondary considera-S
tion. We had no claim in ‘the Calcutta University as 1 said. The
result to-day 18 that cven for Veterinary Doctors we have had to discuss
a matter for nearly an hour. There is dearth of another man (o ut in
place of the superannuated Veterinary Officer. Similarly we don’t find any
doctor to-day to take the responsibility of the Medical College at Dibrugarh.
We have mnot got sufficient Agricultural Officers to man _our Agriculture
Depratment. Similar is the case in the Public Works Department.
these things have been going on for more than threc decades. But we had
no hand over them because the alien Government, the Government  which =
TAd 7 onily iy OHCINVIEIE 25 to how to rule the country, mnecver cared to
distinguish  betWeeh onc Province and another Province and safeguard the
interest ofoyai articular place. But to-day after attaining frecdom and
independence L. :ivc a;c to drag this miserable life still, then it will be
certainly no ' ependence, at least, of the people. ‘The country which
could boast of “':ii Oth University as the old Nalanda and the ord Prag-
jyotisha Um}\;er::l 518 where scholars from different parts of India came to
- Jearn, " in Su¢ tmp ace we are taking only a site (o establish the University
and with 2 colzorarly shed we shall have to begin our University life.
;s -a sharic 1 ofOth to us, but it is a greater shame to those who
held the dc-‘itlmlgn w}t1 esc people so long, the people who ruled over us
e i the*pcok ehcre tgﬂe country there can be Universities—like Cambridge
and Oxford, W Cld e scholarg from all over the  world go tO study.
These P‘WPIe hce de r;?: deStabhsh a small University here even up to
the moment t i: A sﬁ'xan: from this place ! It is a shame for the civilised
Governments ¥ But to-da 5 :vo us that we could tolerate all these inequitable =
things SO jong- y we know what to do., We want only 50 lakhs of . ©
3 ) Te r
. “ e .3
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tupees from the Government of India. They should not think that we
are going at their doors with a begging bowl. We are demading this be-
cause the best portion of our wealth has been taken by the Central
Government. This has been done, 1 should say, merely by force._ If that
be not by force itis under some pretext of constitution_al practice. We
cannot under the pretext of constitutional practice part with all our resour-
ces not only for our belly but for our brain also. The g}ovcl‘llmCllt of
India should find money for our intellectual food as well. The Grpw-l\iom—
Food Campaign will not solve the national life of a people. It will starve
the national life unless we contribute sufficiently for our culture, The
University which will be the repository of our intellectual food should be
the first concern of any civilised Government now. As the Ccntrz‘ll
Government has already been replaced by a National Government, this
National Government ought to think in terms of the whole Nation. Assam
is a part of the Indian Union, it is the most important part inasmuch as
it is a Frontier Province of India whose culture must intermingle w.lth
the culture of the great Chinese people, when the whole of Asia is look§ng
through the portals of Assam. As such, the University which we are going
to establish here where we fought the Soraighat to keep our political freedom
intact, should be such which will keep intact our Assamese culture, and

through this Assamese culture, we should establish a contact between us and
all Eastern countries on the

! other side of India and with other Indian
Provinces as  well. If for such an important University which we are going
to establish, the Government of India cannot find out 50 lakhs of rupees, then
it will be a very sorry figure.  Only recently they gave a similar amount
to the most flourishing Universities of India. Why not a similar amount
should be p_atd for establishing our own University which was already
overdue? It is a shame that we could

L : _ not establish a University in 19271,
We have been dragging this miserable existence without culture, looking to
the culture of other people and starving our people’s brain and heart only

for a mors_.el of food. We tolerated it, but our future generation will not
forgive us if we cannot establish a good University at the present moment.
For this noble cause I am not asking very much. The Government
of India have been taking 10 crores of rupees from wus during these few
years on account of extra tea duty. Let them give us only a crore of
rupees so that we can establish all the buildings and all the parapherna-

lia of a University and we can begin a University life of a virile
nation.

The Hon’ble the

SPEAKER: How long the hon. Member is going to
speak ? \

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: I will take some time, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then you can speak after lunch,

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 1 . M.

After Lunch
Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Sir, a sum of fifty lakhs of rupees is nothing
in comparison with the demands which we have been making on the Centra]
Government from ‘1921 upwards. Even the other day our Finance Minister
has very ably put our case regarding the injustice of the Central Government
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in not uiving our pfupﬂ share from the Cenitiral Foa !nnusn for the d“ o
of our poor Province, poor in the scnse that wr fuave not been able w0 B !
our own resources ; we have been rathes prevented from doing that. And I8
glad to find that all the Members of this House, including the Opg lﬂi_ﬁim o
I)Crs, agree in one thing that juﬂicr lias not bhern dane 10 the case of subven
1o our Province. In the face of these facts, which have been staring at £l
Central Government for the last quarier of & century, it this trifling amount of
even 50 lakhs of rupees is pot given by our own Nagional Government,—the
Government which is running the Free Suate of India,—for the developmes

of one of its own limbs, it will be unfortunate not only for Assam but for
whole of India. O ur culiure must be given the first impostance if we are
develop as a nation in every walkof life. We do not think that a Universitg
even with 50 likhs of rupees is enough., In Western countries, where possibiy
cvery subdivision has got a University, in spite ol hundreds of endowments 3
multi-nillionaires, can it be said that the Governments of those countries Spensls
less than what we do here 7 Possibly not a fraction ol what those Governments
spend is given to our Universities by our own Governpment even now. Possibly
some of the hon. Members will take me 1o task for demanding o small an amao 7

viz., 50 lakhs of rupees, but, Sir, 1 have become a bit wiser by the past cxpenence
of the stcp-molhcr y treatment of the then Government towards A\mtp. uld
the hands of the Governmeng

we expect the same llt:’)-mmllt'rly treatment at o ! !
of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru—the Government which is giving protection te
everybody in every walk of life, the Government which stands on moi al qund.d
more than material now, the Governmgent which is the repository © ‘ull he
cultures of India and for the matter of hat the cultural life of Asia, the Governas

2 - ~ %
ment which is dreaming the unity of Asia through cultural ties 2 Should thig =
5 e ? 1 am sure that if thes

Government be a miser Government in our case i _ 3
Government, who are no less alert on this point, with the backing of the whole -
House, move in this matter and tell the Government at the Centre I"_"m'bhuk'..
that a sum of 50 lakhs is our demand, ‘we are not begging anything of you, onky =
ive us a bit of the wealth that you have been exploiting from this rich Province for
at least the last 50 years, we were helpless then, but after 15th of August, 1947 we
cannot think so’, there will be no difficulty of finding out money from the
Central Exchequer. I should rather say that a certain amount, say 20 or 30
lakhs, should be given to us every year for the next ten years for the purpose
of the Gauhati University. This must be paid as the Gauhati University ig
meant to cater for the new needs of our new national life and there is no reason
why scholars from all the Provinces should not flock to this University to learn
at the fcct_ of ‘the savants at Gauhati, If that is the casc it will be in a sense
an interna}mnql,_ at least Asiatic, University which will have a link with al]
other Universities of Asia. To develop such a University 1 do not think thay
our p resent Central Government can be miserly. As carly as 1922 we carrieq
agRes olutioiin tl?"’ very Council to the effect that the Bengal Governmeng
had no right to lchslatq over the Calcutta University without consulting the
Assam Government, Since thenwe had been carrying on our fight for establish.
ment of our own University if we could not have any right over the Calcutty
University. The Calcutta University has now becomce a Provincial University, —
So, why should we not have a different University of our own ?  We had been -
crying .1“05“‘9»&131 about it for decades. Now anyhow we have at least got §
UmverSItI}_’I, t,banks to the present Government and the special endeavour made s
by our Hon’ble Prcmu_:r. We have somehow managed to begin, but a few
'lak}}s b_y Wa’{_I of contribution by our own people will not be enough to run thag
~ University. owever, our Government have already contributed as much ag
theysican- i Under the present circumstances, we cannot blame our Government R’
for not finding more money......... a g
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Sir, should repetition be

allowed ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No repetition please.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Sir, our Government might support the
Resolution with all the emphasiss they can command and.the hon. Members
of the whole House should be unanimous on this point in demanding 50 lakhs
by way of subvention from the Government of India for the establishment of
the university.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Resolution moved:

““T'his_Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do move the
Dominion Government of India to make a subsidv of fifty lakhs of rupees out
of the Extra Tea Duties levied these years for a capital expenditure of the
Gauhati University, Assam.”

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: i3ty srsteifis sledat, 32 39
Gtg?jﬂf"'l amtaci?l‘a QB T N ol sife ¥itw ':_Lf:‘*'?C'.‘e“fl AR EADE ] '@:@q i
5 MAT 41 “Out of the Extra Tea Duties levied these years” «%
cFRe! F 2T o TR A ... ...

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Order order sereiast ATIT oAb T30
73 wfem 3 Gtaitan |
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHTI: fvce St 23 |

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA : Sir, if out of the extra duties levied
these years a claim for subvention for the university is demanded, our claim for
75 per cent. of excise duty is likely to be prejudiced. So let the Amendment be
accepted by the House. That would be much better, Sir.

- Maulavi ABDUL HAI: Sir, I think, the Hon’ble Speaker has the discre-
tion.

The Homn’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDQLOI: Sir, I do not thinka
formal Amendment is necessary. What the Mover of the Resolution has proposed
is a subsidy of 50 lakhs. 1 should like to make the position clear before the
House. I consider that the Resolution can stay as it is and we can speak on
it. Sir, I might have made a preliminary statement on this ; but it seems now
that the procedure has been altered. Originally, at the initial stage of a Resolution
a reply was expected from the Minister-in-charge after the Motion was moved ;
but under the present procedure, it seems, Sir, that when a Resolution is moved
all the Members participate first.........

o

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I think, the old procedure still stands.
The Hom’ble the SPEAKER : Yes.

L
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: In chat case I would like
to speak a few words now. I do not propose to go to the subject-matter of the
debate, but I just want to make the position clear. The Resolution, Sir, is
defective. It has two distinct concepts underlying it. One is a demand for
allocated duty and the other is for grant for the University. The rules of
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Debates of our Aamnhly do not perint these two fuimdatcntals of esalution ©
those liﬂ.‘

be taken up together. But since you have allowed the discussion on
I feel, Sir, that some explanation is necessary in order that the ‘whole subjects

maiter might be understood. The hon. Mover of the Rowolubon made 3
p‘”ltlon c‘ﬂar am’ "M put |m‘ll !l'lf' COTK rpl; ll)p_;_fril;r-; i such a way l,y wm h
would be clear

a complete whole of a Resolution can be made possible.  But st
even then to the House, that the demand for allocated revenue on extra tea
duties—I think, he means thereby excise duty and export duty—is a subject
which cannot rf!:llly _be linked up with developmental object for finding funds
for the University. That is one thing, Sir, | have gof to pont out at the °

outset. .

Now, rcgarding the contents of the Resolution
both these points hil'Vf! bc{‘?n‘t:llurn up by Government separately, wWe had a
discussion on financial position of the Province—a discussion hich was initiated

the hon. Leader of ll.'c O .;’I""ilitlfl and we all agreed that the Provinoce su .
injustice at the hands of the Centre during the last 20 or 25 years, and that a
revision Of the ﬁnam.:ml arrangement hetween the Centre and the Provinces :

Now in that perspective we have claimed export duty on tea 7‘

was necessary- th |
and jute. We are claiming excise duty on petroleurmn and kerosenc and teal Sy
has been

Sos what A bc?" Pl’()pﬂ!r:d by the hon. Mover ol the Resolution
done in respect of that duty. -

But that does not mecean that even without financial settlement w¢ shflll not
be gctting the requisitc money for a development scheme for a University in the
Province which went on without a University for so long. It 18 not mrr‘cly.
demand of the pc"P’C: the need is there ; and in pursuance of this atttude
the Government, a8 the hon. Members might know, have already proposed to
give the University 11 lakhs of rupees this year for non-recurring expenditure,
Government have also put in the Post-war Budget, which the hon. Members
might have seen, a sum of Rs.30 lakhs for the next year’s Budget, but all tlus‘ is
propogcd to be ‘_'-""‘P‘-’f“d'{-;‘f“: more or less on buildings, ctc., as non-recurtil
expenditure: This a(iltua %r) rings us to a sum of Rs.11 fakhs. My hon. Frie
wanted only 50 la}t]k {;J. _Our own estimate is that 50 lakhs may not be suf.llcncm
for the purpose Oft ct r:,‘s'c']';l‘t!( Iherefore, we are not shutting our claim or
limiting ©our claim 10 (,:,wv ‘l]ls I"“'Y- As soon as we arc able to spend thig
41 lakhs, and, 1 ?‘mf’i‘)‘:f i H:lll ‘_Jc,ab!c to do so, we will want somc¢ more
money and £9 {E“m o TP st i }llfi_lmc:nt of the scheme of the University. Itis
resented in the orf 2 St fc_“l-Schcmc and if this scheme is accepted by
the Govcrnmcnt o whcthc;r £ acc that whether on the basis of allocated revenue
or in any ot crdwa};,:;ailable S grant for .Post.-war I)_r:vcloplncnt, the money
should be ma'cl'mited i 8. That is the position, in other words, our
demands 2r€ not i i :';;e have already demanded, namely, 41 lakhs
but it may bcha A REime. 1k igher demand. 1he demand will be acco_rdmg to
b demand Oflt’ et-war B’ud etavc already in the course (:)f the Budget discussion
said that the ]‘:’; ademang of.was not mercly an indication of needs of the
Province; ut als Thita: 5 At the Government of India to find finances for
e schemes: st hconsonancc wi.th tl-lxs ppnaplc the Budget has
been PrEPICL 1 ihat there as heen provided in this way. In view of this,
I pcrson’allY ?:;t'onl AR thls hardly any necessity _f'or,:E discussion. The
Govcrnment 1 sbo}:ﬂ dgbe 5 hat there should be a Umvcrsnt[y, ut they also
agrec that the_rf S e s good University. Gov rnment further agree in

-espect of cerfﬂ‘f e for O.f study, the Governmnnt of TIndia should
respe Ge better acilities for this University than for any other institutions
-P“zl‘n g sho l.d r;:cewcn particular attention of the Dominion Governmen:
- an uld rgcelvc rom a tl'ul_lklng PCOPIE of the world. A

I desire o p.niul out that
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I was mentioning in this connection a very important subject ol‘stud'y, ng.
that of river training. River training, construction of dams anq generation of
clectric powers are, asl said, going to be subjects of ~great importance ‘of
the modern world. I personally feel that there is hardly any place in India,
I do not know how Mmany in the world, where practical study of riversis
possible better than in Assam. To start study of that nature would. rc:}]ly
require I'.lrgt".-fums of money, engagement of great and renowned scientists
for purpose of imparting education and great engineers to demonstrate ex-
periments. It was naturally one of the reasons why I thought that the Engineering
CO"(‘_L{(‘ should be l(u‘n[(-(l in the Lrlli\'(‘l':-iil}' l},’l‘(‘illll(l for the llCCCSSi(}’ of FO-O!‘C!I-
nation of the scientists and physicists for the study of a great subject like this.

I have already said that we agree with the hon. Mover in respect of a
demand of a University and also for a good University. Ifa new vaersaty
comes into existence it should not function merely as a duplication of another
University which is already there, but it must have certain fundamental newyl
functions to perform. We do believe that when it would be such an
important institution, there is no reason why the Government of India should

be apathetic to the needs of education of the Province may, in some subjects of
India as a whole. :

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Sir, as the Hon’ble Premier
has said that there need be no discussion on this, we also feel the same. But at
the same time we cannot appreciate the point that if we press for this we
will be taking a suicidal policy. While we are going to press for a share of
the revenues for the Province at this stage we can also pass this Resolution
asking for some money for the University. If we can place that matter before
the Centre and then get adequate sum of money by way of our provincial
share, 1 think that will be better ; and we can utilise from that amount an
amount thatis required for the University, as desired by “the hon. Mover
and the Hon’ble Premier. So before accepting the Resolution I should like
to ask the hon. Mover and the Hon’ble Premier and also all the hon. Mem-
bers of the House to think whether it will be detrimental to our interests to

send such a Resolution to the Centre at this stage when we are pressing again
for another share for our Province,

Srijut GAURL KANTA TALUKDAR: ity sroielfs Teeiwn, Site

A4 I AT A 7 T Wl B0 Ples (xRt tzes @ ¢ IgIT
TS NI TIA7 2BRCB THZ  @arE ey 29 | (ordte SIS sdceRs
A1 1 ¢o @4 B subsidy WISt s, Gy are @SR 5 AFOATT AT
AR T o4t I5Y IeRiveA [T Atsre Wi AfFTE IS colNd FIR0g 12 =ih
HITIET €O A BFICT 7[99 =9 I3 {1 w37 cqtaifs wiw SIRIE I E DR BLa Crts
TIRFIM TR QfEEea (FatT 5w i oicw A5weT @i CFIRI BIT 1 cetdte
4% Bl exXtra tea dutys o= AIgSIICE ear-mark =3 fmaes it FE 1 Gwy
Extra tea duties #ta1 %7 cstdte @% 591 Wiy TCI AIF 7 ¢o &l B vty
TI9 FTI—SNF AT I GAtEemn | onta e B A =T @i are
@47 I T oIfp Sfemtar @ar Bt wlq BT o LRSI o<
AT 1 '3 947, 9t &t Head 1 411 531 Siemie siw e 9T s
SRATIBF wtglem frata cviem @i 1 | Wiy <@g ATTRT AT o[pies
B[S TR0 S 2w =79 @l 9w Da s 1re staw s®icacE iy MACH STy
4far w3 =ifelT aies st <f7 oryats @ifslT 1 o= et sais “Aa et Bte
TUARIT ol crfiiesr aite A Aol wferaief ot ww ot 4fRw AR gy

7131 AZ AT coiten TR I A2 R 11 T 39T @E)T Aaciaeep

¢
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e Ao 48 4. 7453 sfts i
f-m:ﬂfﬁeiﬂ stgdracha 4 sfza1tars ﬂﬁﬂ-a"if"gvﬂ 4 wipzq “ne
mﬁmaf@m ST A29CaTeh WAty =ty S14Y v:.;q ={ga>" warew w9
cHf4ca Wﬁ‘ﬂm‘ﬂ’n 439 Flwq adtis=s 737 wzaws Fiar «fan AN
afcata a6 AT A24TABT G ofs wipad ngg‘.i-;'.’-gvgér % =ta vra oM
A% AfTrs | TAATAS FFA Sefma gEiEch uwe “#a) aeds T AW A
oiffa GatA | O1F FIAd A wrane weA) WA SAFIR AN f HRATE
mmmaﬂﬁ"im?ﬁ';fﬂ’r’?ﬂﬂ sry Wi SIX FIACI FMPTHFCS S
sa¥1aq A7 AT a1 ata ey agaE afafzfera w7 *f IR TR
stedarz sztath 51 74 | 3

' ¢ SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: sptritz rstfz stsalm | atefty
o4ta Fdvca fa twrs = (A 3ty oy erwtech Sdetn FIAE YGRS
A cere i A2 ATA FA FHF eeAANT A csas srarach S aw iy
farm @Atz frefantaaa #1atd @ ao aid Bt 056 fastiaze R e
Extra tca dutyd 47 714 73t GF cora 717 Extra tea dutyd @ff &

g4 atfa At awd A arEz @y pAaFlia A pAFiad 953 Wil =

gai2m | 13 7FA CledlaE AAla 3R e fm az=m fers, =ift of QY b
czrm | AlEla féﬂ ?_?lr?f"é wateily  frefrmaa #aned AT BAFNA qF
co A4 B Az AT A edfag Extra tea dutya #a @ffd qF W

Ataz  aAtfda | fayfaanaata  Extra tea dutyd 43 R e B E YR L

cetm Bfoz 7w IfF A®

Al | ard  AIZIT A% 4393 GB) rwrd 4712
Slea | 12 #ACd AZ TFA SleAMF Arald #rAl 5% (1A [ ZRITH BT w1

MANI_PHOOKAN: [ sent this Resulution at a time when I had
he mmd_ of our Government nor the mind of the Government of
India, The Budget is still a sealed book in many respects cven now. Atsuch
2 time 1 contemplated moving a Resolution in this Assembly demanding 50

lakhs from the Central Government for the development of the Gauhat
University. all the authority of his

Now the Hon’ble Prime Minister, with
Jposition, ing to give us 41 lakhs.

Srijut NIL
no way to know t

as said that the Central Government arc gol

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I have said, Sir, that
t inadcmand on the Central Government and that the amount

we have pu
ed for.

has been provid
e 1 PHOOKAN: The ‘ ] ;
Sriiat N[LMANI - : cn our Government have already putin
a dcma{::]l for 41 jakhs of rupccs on the Central Government. Am I to understand
that our Government have already made provision for 41 lakhs in expectation
of the amouﬂt from the Clentral GQVernant ?

The Ho n’ble Srljuif:‘ QOPINATH BARDOLOI: No, Sir, as I have said,

ided cVBn ?l the year 1947-48 to make over 11 lakhs of rupeces o
from the Post-war aevfhopmcnt Fund which may not be expended. That js o
one thing. o far ;n t}? tnexc year’s Post-war Budget is concerned, the hon,
Member must have e th'a a sum of Rs.30 lakhs has been providéd for deve.
lopment of educationt ot cis asdI said, is for the satisfaction of the nceds of the
Province On the one 1 than ‘a demand on the Clentral Government for finding ey
this money for us the other.

N\
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Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : Then, Sir, I take it that in the next year
We may expect 30 lakhs of rupees from the Central Government and that
this ‘amount would be needed for the Gauhati University. If the House feels
t!mt 30 lakhs will be sufficient or reasonable and if the Government also think
that it is sufficient for this purpose, in that case of course, I shall have to with-
SrfAw  my Resolution. But my standpoint is quite * different. Some hon.
Members ™ have said that the Government of India are very sympathetic to
Us and that they are helping us in everv way and that we can expect their
help for that reason. But my view point is quite different from the very
>eginning. Ido not want to stand at the door of the Central Government
with a begging bowl. I claim a portion of the duty on tea which has been
ours, So my standpoint is quite a different one. - If the Cen_tr:.\I Govgrnmcat
have Sympathy for us in the development of our University. it is but right and
proper for them to give us our due share and my point_is that, with all our
self-respect and dignity we should approach the Central Government for our

due share and mot only appeal to them with a begging bowl for the develop:
ment of our own needs. That, Sir, is my standpoint.

; ngevcr, I do not want to make any hairsplitting argument regarding
this point of a begging bowl!, but at any

] r . rate, I want money to develop my
.:;llvcrsny and if the Government is satisfied that the Central Government
w1 do their

| duty to us and we the representatives of the people are also
satisfied, then I cannot but withdraw my Resolution ; but after I know that
that is the sense of the House, I shall decide. .

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI :
I shoeuld speak a few words more to clear up the position in reference io certain
points raised by my hon. Friends. The demand for 30 lakhs of rupees is for
the development of University education in the Province and that we expect that
the Government of India will give us that amount in view of the fact that the

the Province. But the question of
and the Centre is a subject which is
niversity grant ; and for that the hon.

aken on this subject. I do not know what is
in the mind of the hon. Member ; but what we have done is to insist on the

Government of India giving us shares of export duty on tea and jute and ex-
cise duty on petroleum and kerosene, etc. In each case the demand is based
either on ground of production of the commodities in the Province and also their
consumpticn. If you call this demand as begging . with a beggar’s bowl, we
have done so. We do not -know any other method. 1T can inform for the intorma-
tion of the House that we have already sent Amendments in-this connection

to the Clonstituent Assembly, and have also sent a memorandum to the Govern-
ment of India on the lines of the Amendments mentioned above. i

-Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think,

!

financial relationship between the Province
entirely different from the demand for a U
Member knows the attitude we have t

The refore both the points conveyed in the Resolu
we have put our demand on the Government of India, which we believe will have
to be conceded sooner or later for the improvement of the finances of the Pro-
vince and that also not on a system of dole, or a subvention, but en securing a fair
proportion of duties which are derived by the Government of India on the pro-
duce of this Province. We, by, providing for . expenditure in the Post-war
Budget, have done what the Mover wants. But as I said, the question of grant
to a University has got to be taken up separately, and if a demand is to be made
on Government of India on account of the University project, it has got to be
put as a scheme of development for a period of five or more years and the
expenditure in that behalf may be very much more than 50 lakhs of rupees

tion have been acted upon :
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and, therefore, Sir, it is not desirable 10 put it down as a fixed sum and _
ourselves to it. We are making the demand on the hasis of schemes which &
University proposes (o make. As the hon. Members of the House may & .
that the University authority are now functioning and it is for them (0
the schemes. This money of 30 lakhs and 1] lakhs has been given larwely
amounts to be spent on the buildings and equipments alone, At any rate, iy
31‘”3?' be desirable for any Government (o make demands on the basis of :
schcma. Well, the sum—total of these schomes vught come o very :m.nh T
than 50 lakhs. Therefore, we do not ke 1o limit ourselves to  thalt demand, &
it i' to bc more, mmly we Wiu dcmmul maore , lnll 1 1t n less on the llaiil d‘ l_
schemes, we might regulate demand accordingly. That i the position, Sir. '

As regards my Friend, Mr. Abul Kashem's remarks that s I bhig sums 8
money will not be required for the University, I beg to difler froum him  for O
simplc reason that the expenditurel for the Residential U miversity w bich i
aim of the Gauhati Uniw-ﬂity cannot be small,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : 1 think, the Hon'ble Prg
Minister could not follow me properly. 1 said that what we are trying 10 get g :
the Central Government is our legiimate shase for the Province from the ases
and excise duties that they realise from this Province. Probably, it will not
a befitting time to press lor 50 lakhs of rupecs for the University _whcn WE  An
pressing for enhancement of our provincial share. My point is tiis, that from
the amount we thus get from the Centre for the excise duties, W€ ould
spend whatever money we can, on the University.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : [ thank the hon. Member
very much for the observations made by him. As a matter of fact that 18 exactly
the point of view of this Government, Ry

With these words, T request the hon, Mover to withdraw his Resolution,

- - . “-.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Will the hon. Member withdraw hijs

Resolution ? 3

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN :  After hearing the Fon’ble Premier that we
have got a scheme for 5 years development of the University and there will bea
consistent scheme of expenditure for these 5 years and if my demand for 50 lakhs,"
which is more than the scheme concerned .. ...... "

N

N

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  T'he hon. Member should say whether il_i'; i
view of the statement made by the Hon’ble Prime Minister, he is prepared to
withdraw his Resolution ? R

‘The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: The Resolution says only 3
about lump-sum grant and nothing more. |

- (A4 voice-—1It is wasting time of the hon. House).

Srijut NILM%}I“ II;I,'IO(.)KAN: If T am wasting time, 1 should not like to.: \E
speak any more. y object is that I want Rs.50 lakhs for the University. R

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER : 'I'he hon. Member should state whcth-er_ o -’

view of the Hon’ble Prime Minister’y explanation, he is going to withdraw hjs

Resolution & -

\
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Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: I have already said thatif it is the sense of

the House after hearing-the Hon’ble Premier, I am prepared to withdraw the
Resolution.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [IHe should say— He asks leave of the House
to withdraw the Resolution.

Brijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: After hearing on this point from the
Hon’ble Premier, I beg leave of the House to withdraw the Resolution.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave of the House to

withdraw his Resolution ?
The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

fle-1 ong Holidays for Courts

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUIL, KASHEM : My, Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that this Assembly is of opinion that in modification of the list of Holidays
published in the Assam Gazette in 1947, the Government of Assam do provide for
Courts and offices a long period of holidays of at least fifteen days. as it is .essen-
tially necessary from various points of view and that for this purpose ecither the

Puja Holidays or Bihu holidays be cxtended to fifteen days and that if necessary
the half holidays on Saturdays be discontinued to effect a s

saving.

In moving, Sir, I want to say that there are certain difficulties for which thijs
Resolution has been placed. Difliculties are these that officers who come to serve
from distant places will not get any opportunity during the whole year to wvisit
their homes and they can do so only when they get leave. As for the pleaders
who have got their homes in the distant vitlages also cannot get time to g0 to
their homes to look after their families if they are kept there, as in many cases
they have to leave their families at home. And also officers who will stay ﬁ'o;ri

home for the whole year leaving their families and near relations will remain djs-

contented and as a result the work will also suffer. _Just to give o Portunities to
them, I propose, that at least at this stmould be holidlziys forl5 days
in order to give facilities to all of them. Fifteen days would be sufficient only
for those who live near the station where they serve but for the Pcople who come
from distant places, it will not suffice. In view of the fact that there is no pro-
vision for long holidays, I am suggesting only 15 days® holidays at a stretch. If
Government raise the question that by extending the holidays the work will suffer

I suggest that there may be a rule that there should not be any half holiday opn
Saturdays. By this they will work two and half hours more in a week and

this way they can work for 11 more days even if 15 days’ holidays be era
Government will not be loser an ) SohtedaSo,

: i : ' flicers wij)
an opportunity to visit their homes once a year. ' e

T'his year, -the.Puja holidays, I mean Durga Puja holidays,

comm
the 9th to 12th of October. Then comes 14th Iduzzuha and 17th Laksflr;f lfff?m
I want 15 days in all, and to make it 15, only 9 days additiona] 18-

holi
necess2ry., In view of the reasons put by me, I would ask every hon, Mecrlx?g:r af;;‘
the House to consider whether for the sake of efficient and for Proper discharge of
work and also for the convenience of the practising lawyers and others, who liﬁé in
towns in connection with the courts and offices, it will not be proper tq allow
them 15 days’ holidays. I hope, they will accept this Resolution unanimously to
effect savings as well as improve the ciliciency in the office,
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Resolution move 'y

.
B

€ R - v
Pilbli.‘g::]a! ”‘;5 Assembily is of :s-ni.i'x!i that i modixcaison of the list Of : ‘r-
Courts ar (’i"‘ '"!" Assam Gaxerte in 1947, the Govorninent of Assam do Pm\"& -
emnlia‘l i— J IC"" a -ll‘lllu ;j‘?.‘if,{’ ;,f i-ua."'(::_t", 3 ol Bl El‘ ,?;-':‘. hitecn (law ” "".-l"
the Puij: ¥ neccmary from various points of vicw and ihhat for - this purpose s
ja holidays or Bihu holidays be extended 10 hiteen davs and U
i to cllcct 2 0::“‘5!"".

Necessa ) .
C ry lllc l'dlr h"l'da)” on h‘g'u:"".’ s !(r disconunue

“-

E "
Rm{,‘:ﬁf"i}:“ Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI . Sir, I beg 0 ;‘Pl"";
Resolution. There has been a tendency, at any rate, there ot 3 U0 T GRS
given ok a?vc more 'lﬂl!ri-l}l and less work fiefore the 15th o -’\""f‘“.(' ¢ M
work argﬂ number of };r,ii.i,;:w_ that Govet fitnent thought that GoN AT IR
i sand I am sure with that also public work, largely ualirr-r.l. So ®
]ead:;‘ng}?t S’“'drd to have a represeniative (Connmitter ol i’“‘:}'mg'a &
reasonable i“ﬂOl;s mmm“!'ilim and Government to determinc “h:ﬂl ‘ ‘}“;'m. ",;
of the hon K:;n ser of holidays in the country. 1 could giveid l{"; ':?ni(ion e
X mcmb Cﬂ:'ll)t‘rh on the opposite, that ihe Leader ol fhr‘ h L)[ oy
SHTAD the er of that Committce and  the Committee  after '_" ]“"_ Tt il
Pedltied s K fOﬂf:hﬂlOﬂ of having the list just as it 15 an lf-ll' ‘ l”.t-i:c‘ ol -
Havin 't(foa most—cvcr_gmm: of the gen'lemen prescnt thrrn_[h.u we \l\;' 3 ot dy
th much, of holidays and wvery much less ol “"“"‘f e~
erefore on the basis of which the list of holidays has been 1nut|:.ut‘d is based on
the collective opinion practically of all clemcnts in the socicly Governmenteuy
the prle, I do not therefore find any jusl?ﬁct:u‘nn for the hon. Member k2
move this Resolution unless of course it is sought that more leisure and less work
should be the order of the day in Independent India. In order that mEmDSEy
Ot.‘:ﬂ:“‘m religious communities may have further advantage of utilising SOmMC G
this time for holidays, the Government have further agreed 1o extend the NUMBEE
Of?aﬂwl leave from 10 to 15 days so that if any member of the religious CORINEE
nities wants to have additional days for obscrvance of any upccxa! n.!hg'l as
ceremony he could take advantage of it. They get the benzht of pay during £
period they observe these special holidays, but that saves, 29 may be understood
by the House, work from other hands. Tt is with that object that the holida o
list was prepared. I fecl that therc is hardly any justification for further
adjustment. I would personally go for further curtailment. I want you to

this list as an experiment for some time. o8
. e

My. P. M SARWAN: May I have one jnformation ? So far as 1 know,
Christian opinion was never asked for. And I think, if the Christians were ask X
they would have insisted on Saturday after the Good Friday to be mclud'ed.
' the list of holidays. ‘That Easter day’is the most important day for the Christiany
the Good Friday. Easter Days include Good Friday, Saturday and
Monday, folloWIIllg the Easter Day, and this will have no meaning unless i
Christian has at least that Saturday ‘ag a holiday. 4

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPpI : * not understand
-what the hon. Member says. NATH BARDOLOI: I g0 i
: PtilM‘ SARWAN : Qf course the native Christians are always snlgni-; 3

over these ings and do not mind this so much. I think Government might co
sider that DOV : - e

x . : 5 caker, Sir, in moving this Resolution my
Frl.enthlqulaw Ablztl Kashem hals)s made onc’point very clear. He wants to
omise the list of holidays, But in reply the Hon’ble Premier said that

hon-.
ccon
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Government want to curtail the number of holidays to get more work. Now by
granting half-holidays on Saturdays in 4 year, Government grant 26 days of
-holidays, 1In place of this if the Resolution is accepted there will be curtailment
of some more holidays. He wants only 15 days either for Bihu or Puja as
holidays. Now we have got in the list some days for Puja and some _days for
Bihu. By curtailing the half-holidays on Saturdays we can surely give a few
days more for Bihu or Puja. So I think the Hon’ble Premier may reconsider his
decision whether he would accept this Resolution or not. If he accepts the
Resolution his purpose will be fulfilled. He wants that we must have [csscr
number of holidays and it will fulfil his purpose because by granting half-l}ohd3)'5
on  Saturdays Government practucally grant 26 days holidays m the
yecar. Now by this Resolution the Government has got the opportunity to
minimise the holidays to a great extent by curtailing the half-holidays on
Saturdays and also to give sufficient rest to the employees of the Government by

increasing the ‘number of Bihu or Puja holidays preferably Bibhu by some days
more upto the extent of 15 days. T

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: 1 have already made my
position clear, and do not propose to take

> up the time of the House by repea-
ting what has been said. But I would only like to add that the holidays that
have been fixed now have been- on the basis of observance of religious cere-
monies. I do not think, I shall be justified in curtailing them in order to increase
some other holidays. That in my opinion would not be the right thing, and I
am afraid it will not be appreciated by the people of the country. I personally
do not see that a fifteen days’ holiday is necessary for recreation unless, of course,
that is meant individually for particular objeets ; and for that as hon. Members
know, ther¢ is provision in the Service Manual—a month’s leave is always due
to an officer for a continuous year of work, and there. is also provision for taking
all these together after three years. I think the rules are there and the rules real-
ly satisfy the conditions what ~ the hon. Mover of the Resolution actually wants.

In view of this, I think that the

_ hon. Mover may kindly withdraw his
Resolution.  Everybody feels to-day th

at we must work more than what we are
doing now, if we want to be citizens of the Free Indian State. If we just look

to the holidays list of the British Government we find that the number is very
much lesser. 1 am sure it is less than 20 days. :

As regards increasing the Good Friday holid
tion. Those who actually think that they
and Easter Monday they are free to do so n

€en increased from 10 to 15 days.
be withdrawn.

ay, I made the same observa-
have to observe the Easter Saturday
ow, as the number of casual leave has
I therefore feel that the Resolution is one to

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM :
the Assembly and in view of s

the Government as declared
by the Hon’ble Premier, I beg leave of the House to withdraw the Resolution with
a request to the Hon’ble Prime Minister to make changes, if necessary, in the list
in the near future. ]

The Hon’ble the SfEAKER: Has the -hon. Member the leave of _the
House to withdraw his Resolution ? :

The Resolution was, by leave of the House , withdrawn,
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Declaration of Friday as a week-end Public holiday
in place of Sunday

move that this Assems
the moved o declare

:Ir’mﬂgd

Mltll-lvl ABDUL HAIL : Mr. 5’){""&0_’3. b'lr' I beg to
bly is of opinion that the Dominion Government of India
Friday, the day on which the Father of the Nauon, Mahatina Gandh,

tom this world as a week-end public holiday in place o Sunday.
Sir, T know that when this Resolution is coming from a Member belonging o
eally surely there

1 Community whose day of prayer Ialls on that very dav accidentall

will be some misapprehension and suspicion in the minds of somc hon Members
)f- thi‘ Hou” inCIUdi"g 'h"_’ (;'ﬂ.’l"‘fl""r“g’ i 2, inic In,!.'“‘_: the |;n--¢~tnn‘ml
yecause I have got an inkling of that suspicion in their reply to a Question -put
by my hOl"l. I-'rimld, Dr Emran Husain Chaudhury. Theie though the \\'ntd
:‘Jumma" was not iﬂlrodllccd,juﬂ 1O ff‘%.'f,';ll l';(f'f aalgi)“-'“", ‘;'0‘,1"[’”[”1"”! ”‘rludal
he word “.}umma" in their reply. Sir, 1 like to subymit o the hon. AMembers
he fact that if Friday is made a week-end holiday the Mushm will not gain
hereby. What is the present practice, it is that the arc allowed an
your’s leave to say their prayer and their *Jumma'' prayer rnds within that
i So even without having Friday as .:']ml;li( holiday we are saying our

Muslims

une,

prayer without any obstruction, and for the rest of the day, we do not sit idle in

yur houses, but we go out for our own daily work. We arec not an the neced of
the prayer provi=

vhole day holiday for saying our prayer. For the purpos of
iion has already been made there and it will be simply a communal outlook if we
ook at the matter from that point of view. I am saving that we are neither
ainer nor loser by this holiday because our time of prayer ends at 1 r. M. for

vhich the present system is that we arc getting leave for it. .
Then, Sir. another point may be raised. That may come f(rom
they may say

ny Friends who are the followers of the Christian religion and that :
for a Christian holiday

ike this that Sunday being the Sabbath day, the day

0 say their prayers, if it is changed then the Muslims will gain some mlvanl.lﬁc
on Priday. As I have already explained this is not so. At the samc time 0
1ot encroach on the religious susceptibility of any community. It is true that
'he Sabbath day and Sunday has come into force since the time that the
British came to India, and prior to that during the Moghuls and Pre-Moghul
iimes this was not a week-end holiday.  As Muslims arc getting one hour’s
leave for saying their prayers on Friday, if Friday remains a week-end holiday then
on Sunday i d leave fur the

pcriod theyrequire for their prayer.
Now the next pomntw ich may be raised is that it would dislocate

the banking _affairs of the world. But, Sir, T say this has little reasoning.
these are fixed under the

From the list of holidays you will find that
Negotiable Instruments Act. But some holidays arc also fixed by
es to suit their local needs. When these holidays are observed

different Prqvinc ]
it does not dislocate the banking world; then how can it be said that by declaring
Friday as week-end holiday in the whole of Indian Dominion it will dislocate the

banking business in the world. If we accept this, I have every hope that
Pakistan will follow suit, and a time may come when the Eastern countries, -
nay the whole world, will follow our lead, for this Great

the Father of our Nation but was also the apostle of truth and non-violence, peace
the nations of the world.  Sir,

and equality, who was equally honoure by all
I know that only by making Friday the week-end holiday we will not show
much respect to him ; the most fitting way to show respect to him is to follow his
ideals. But this also hasits significance. Sir, I may be asked why I am bring-
ing this Resolution on the floor of the Assam Legislature. I have reasons for
that. It is known, Sir, that when Gandhiji came to Assam and even when

f required the Christian Community may be grante

Person was not only -
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our Premier and the Governor saw him at Delhi, he said that Assam was
peaceful, that Assam was really taking the lead in the matter of communai
harmony which no other Province of India had taken. If t}mt 1‘3(.: the case will
it not be proper for Assam to take the lead in the matter o["mukmg Friday the week-
end holiday, just to pray and remember the principles for which the Mahatma
lived and died ?

At this stage, the Hon’ble Speaker vacated the Chair and the Deputy
Speaker occupred  ir.)

Madam, equality and peace is only possible when communal harmony P“}
vails. There is no denying of the fact that the immediate _tause. ol
Mahatmaji’s death in the hands of a fanatic was due to hls‘pl"cachmg of
communal amity, the seven points he laid down for breaking his fast and lh‘f
pledge of communal harmony that he demanded. Is it therefore not proper
for Assam to take lead in this matter? ] put this question to the hop. Mcx}‘nbcrs
and ask them to give dispassionate consideration to this point, irrespective of
caste, creed and religion. Sabbath day means the day of rest and prayer.
What other day could be more suitable than the day on which the Mahatma
died to pray and remember the ideals which he preached ?

Madam, even without having Friday as a holiday at Jorhat people have
started  Swkkurtaria prarthwana, i e Friday prayers, for Mahatmaji’s departed
soul and to remember his preachings. = That is not confined to the Muslims
alone. Also, Madam, the Satriya Mahasava of Allahabad has held that this
day should be a holiday, and even in other Provinces they are contemplating
similarly though no Resolution has been brought forward on the floor of any
Legislature. Even the Government of Indja contemplate to have an effigy
of Mahatma Gandhi in currency notes ; we whole-hcartcdly Support not only
this, but we also think that in postage stamps his effigy should be printed.
Then, Madam, granting of ths holiday _will have a significance of its own.
People will remember him on that day and ponder for themselves why this
man, who was not a King or a ruler of any country, was held in such high
esteem ?  What is the reason ? The reason is the ideals he preached. He

fought for the independence of the country and achieved it by his own method

of non-violence. It js therefore fit and proper that the day of his death should
be a holiday and a day of prayer. That is why T have brought forward this
Reso!uuon, and 1 hope every Member will consider this without any comimmunal

rancour. With thege words, Madam, I move my Resolution for the acceptance
of the House,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The other day in reply to a question, the
Hon’ble Prcmier said that the best way of commemorating the memory Qf
Mahatma Gandhj was to follow his foot Steps in our action, to follow his

teachings and to practise what he taught us. | do not know if any other hon.
Member will speak :

Any way, let me first put the Resolution
Resolution moved .

*“That this Assemﬂly is of opinion that the Dominion Government of India
be moved to declare Friday, the day on which the Father of the Nation, Mahatma

Gandhi, departed from this world as a week-end public hkoliday in place of
Sunday.”

The Hon’hle Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOQI - Madam, T honour the
sentiment which has inspired my hon. Friend to move this Resolution as I -
have fully appreciated the speech  with which he has commended the Resolution.
He has tried to show that his object in moving this Resolution is surely not to
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get a hdfday,oﬂ l.ht‘ anma day. He has also shown that it will not hart W
community if this House accept Friday as a boliday. The whole sentiments
beh'!‘d it is that this observance should be done in bonour of Mahatma Gandhi’s
.demise on a particular day of the week. The question, thesclore, is how best
we _do and should appreciatc Mahatms Gandhi. Is it by declaring the dates
dhl, dealh as a pl.lb'lf l'l('J_'lfi:\}" ? Isit even ix\;, siAriing 2 now cra from ;,,;;1“:“" E
ye.ll'ﬂi.l was sug fﬂ? h}" my hon. Friend, Mr. 1 alukdar, 1n a Ouestion ‘hile
nplylng that ‘ ﬂllOll: L"‘d:‘"l’. ] made an hgmnble aticmpt ;--t'hu\u that the
best way to foll “-f himm was to follow in his foot-sicps, o try to do as he did
and to n"nplen'lg?l m our "‘c‘ the teachings he has proas hiedd | have read juﬁ
a bit Of(:andhljl i OWEH view in this maticr He was onc of thetmn who detinitely
declarcd _that after his death no attemnpt should be riadle 1O« sinncmorale lam
bLarﬁﬁcml means ; he was one who wias against crection of hust and thiugs of
that sort 10O C‘_’mm"mafﬂﬂ him. He always stood for action s he dema
9f the pcoplc in .lhﬂ ﬂ‘ﬁ'_'.l l.llllﬂllillilt: and loving way the spirit of service That
is the lesson of Candhiji’s life. In his commentary ©On the Gita he said that =
even worship of a book, the worship of names may be a kind ol idolatry.  But .
thq‘c are .ma“-c" on which l'd" not want to take the titne of the fHouse I'he
int of _V‘cw of Government 1% that the best way to commemorate Mahauna 3
Gandhi is 10 follo:uv the ways in which he lived and the House would do well
to bear that very lm}ﬂ'rlilfll‘kutl in mind that it is not by obascrving 8 p.n'liculnr
day that we can actually satisly him. We can do so by action only.

The Resolution suffers also from the defect that it proposcs to do away
e other religion. There-

with the existing holiday which is associated with som
taken by Government so

fore, it is not a matter in which a decision can be
casily and so s0on. But 1 could tell the hon. Members of the House that

the spirit in which be has mioved it appeals to everybody. It is however not
a Govcrnment'agcncy who ﬂl.mulrl move in this matter. If it is the wish of
the country, a8 he says it is the wish of FEasterm Asin, then it is for
Eastern Asia 0 demonstrate the fact and the Government may be compelled
and in some cases'}wllmg to do it But as for the Resolution, I request the
hon. Member to W,‘!hld'ifw it. If the public, as 1 said in reply 10 the ({lucstion
put by hon. r. lﬂ_llll dar, if the country demand -it, if the country agitates
for it, Govcrnmcnt wi g'l:;c consideration. It is only after that stage that

e should pe made to Government, In the - meantime let us be

a reference 37070
in trying in our own humble way to foilow what Gandhiji preached
int ain for

satisfied 11 5 ;
and to bring ? 31‘:}- l:r?::;zs tth: feelings which he wanted us to entert
the upliftmcni o ) ti‘ i ."h n th_cs:: circumstances, 1 will ask the hon.
Mover of the Bes° ution to withdraw it, \
il 1 _SARWAN : ; | . ke

*Mx- P- }Y'fchsis csscmliizl SONI{adam, I Shathouid to give the House = bit of
information ".vt‘ fx the Christian ar as the Christians are concerned. Sunday is
a day of rcsrm doné to the (?} and to shift the holiday from Sunday to Friday
will be 2 A eritoF A wristians. 1t is written in the Holy Bible “Thou
shalt do no 1114 WOrk. on Suﬁdayn. N

#grijut BELIRAM DAS: What is written in Bible ? &

s € '

.tll\'l% %ﬁgﬁf y 'Thou shalt do no manner of work on Sunday’. So
i isfor 2 Sunday. ¢t S'FI?OL. to do any work on Sunday. If you shift the
holiday ° i y to Friday it will be a harm done to the Christians.
ERE ML GV AN IE R NIDE L0 do one good to one and at the same time dé

another.
-‘-“-r"

v

* -
Speech not corrected.
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Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHOUDHURY : Madam, only a few days back

one of my Questions was discussed here—the Question related to making Friday apa-
week-end holiday by way of commemor ating the day on. which Mahatma .
Gandhi was assassinated. I do not like to repeat the arguments which have been |
urged by my hon. Friend, Mr. Hai, but I should like to comment on an argument \q
used by the Hon’ble Finance Minister in the course of his Answer to my Q_}:CS- \
tions and it was that Government would agree to making Friday a wchly hghday \.‘
provided other Provinces would accept it. That was the thing I hinted in my °?
Question. I wanted Government to recommend to the Central Government to
accept the sense of the House regarding one of the ways of commemorating
Mahatma Gandhi’s death. Madain, it has been said that we have to- follow in
the foot steps of Mahatma Gandhi, we have to look to his ways of life” and
that is the best way of commemorating Mahatma’s death. But,
Madam, at times we might not have seqn eve to eye with this or that point of
Mahatma Gandhi and one of these was that Mahatma Gandhi did not like protec-
tion to be given to him in spite of the fact that a week before his lamented death
a bomb had been thrown at him. That is why, no adequate protection had b(_:en
given to Gandhiji and we had to take the terrible consequence. By way of showing
every regard and love to one who was regarded by the country as the
Father of the Nation, I wholeheartedly support the Resolution moved by.my hon.
Friend, Mr. Hai. By making Friday a week-end h()]id;ly we do not think there
will be dislocation of business. The business will continue as it is as the country is

going on, as it is in spite of the partition of India between Pakistan and Hindustan.
I do” not know how long this dislocation

. : will continue. There has been
dislccation of Dbusiness at times, there has bee

t _ n dead-lock following the partition
of the country on the Appointed Day. One of the points of the Hon’ble Premier iz
that Gandhiji while alive did not like the idea of our doing anything to

commemorate his death which might ultimately develop into idolatry.  But
I am afraid it might continue for some time to come. According to the Hon’ble
Premier such ~a step as has been suggested in the Resolution  will lead to
idolatry. = We Muslims cannot tolerate the idea of idolatry. My point is
that while in order to demonstrate our best regards to one who served the country
most and who may be called the greatest servant o the nation, by making Friday
a week-end holiday, we will not be guilty of idolatry. Beside that, the Hon’ble
Premier in his speech has said that if the nation wants it and ifitis the wish
of the public that Friday should be made a week-end holidayv, he would have no
objection. In the House here we sit as representatives of all sections of the people
of Assam. When we speak, we speak on their behalf. It is the wish of the people
of Assam, as it is also the wish of many other Provinces of the Indian Dominion,
that Friday should be the week-end holiday as a token of our love and homage
- to the departed soul. That is why I would like to earnestly commend the Resolu-

tion of Mr. Abdul Hai to the acceptance of the House. I believe that

the House will not only accept it, but will strongly recommend it to the Central
Government for favour of their wholehearted acceptance.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ARUL KASHEM : Madam, the Hon’ble Premier
has already explained that there are man

X c Yy ways by which we can show respects
~to Mahatmaji. He also said that ther

€ was . an instruction from Mahatma
Gandhi that outward expression or regard or respect should not be shown to him
as he did not like this idea. Basing on that our Hon’ble Premier has suggested

that the Resolution moved by Maulavi Abdul Hai should not be pressed. - But
at the same time he should consider it that if Friday is granted a week-2nd h'nliday
the people of India will get a chance to remember his name and- to have instruc-
tions from religious leaders or leaders of different groups of people on the
preachings of Mahatmaji. You know, Madam » that Mahatmaji was so great a ;
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man that in spite of his unwillingness to be worshipped he s waorshipped
will be worshipped. 1f a day be set apart for i, I think, the objection r.jnl':d
my hon. Friend, Mr. Sarwan, can be met by allowing the Chrisiians a Sectional
holiday on Sunday. Against this I may say, Madam, that the ammhr'r nf. 3
Christians here would be less than a erore while people other than Christians
would be about 40 crores in the undivided India and they will grt an OpPOITUINGES
to show respect to him. In all reverance to Jesus Christ 1 say that making Sunday
a sectional [:oliday for the Christians, we can make Friday a weck-end holday
and then most of the people of the country will get an opportunity o r.tm‘lieﬂ
Mahatmaiji and his preachings which will make us to lead our lhile on his lines,
and thus his memory will always remain fresh in our minds. We, who anes
at present hard hit by this assassination, will remember by this holiday that wes
have lost in him not only the greatest man ol the presemt waorld but the wid
to come and the next generations will also get scope to remember and know 'hun.‘. 3
and his memory will remain in perpetuity in the minds of the children ol 1

gcncratirms to come., 3

In view of these facts, Madam, I would request the Hon'ble Premicr and =
all hon. Mcmbcrs of the House to fl"t‘nlnitlrt the matter ;;nti then let us kl’lﬂw; 3
whether they can concede to the request of ours and I also commend this Resolus
tion for the acceptance of the House. 3

L
-

In
L

{

..

Maulavi ABDUL HAI: Madam, 1 thank the Hon'ble Premier that he
has appreciated the grounds on which we commend this Resolution for the =
acceptance of this House. But he is not inclined to accept this Resolution only
on the ground that Mahatmaji did not like to be shown any outward respect =

or homage. Certainly it is not for Mahatmaji who is too great 2 soul lor "}&
sorts of homage, but for oursclves that I have brought in this Resolution, =
Mahatmaji’s preachings contain the tenets of all the different religions. I we =

commemorate his memory by declaring the day on which he was « ruelly nssassinas
ted as a week-end holiday, on that day with our rest we will purse our evils &
by his preaching. There is no distinction between man and man; ~there isno =
distinction betwcen one religion and another and that is why in his Prayer
Meetings he used two sentences——“Allah-Iswar Teura nam Sob Ko Sodmati de k-
Bhagavan”—This shows that in him, there is no distinction between Iswar and-
Allah and that there is “only one God amidst all of us. For this ‘reason I have
brought in this Resolution, not only for showing homage to that departed great
soul, but foz: our own purification and I am only ‘asking this House to recommend
this Resolution to the Central Government because that will show that Assam is
taking an initiative in the matter. For this, 1 hope my Hon. Friends who oppose
my resolution will reconsider their views. 1 do not say that Assam Government
should declare Friday as a week-end holiday, but only  this Resolution be reco-
mmended to ‘lhe Central Government to scc,thcir way to declare Friday as a
week-end holiday, the day on which Mahatmaji dcpax;tcd from this world.

™~

The iion’ble Srijut GOPINATH ‘BARDOLOI: 1 again feel, Madam,
that no fresh grounds have been urged for which we can change the
attitude of the Government. The attitude of the Government in this matter -
is that itis a matter which public opinion alone can decide and the posi-
tion of the Government is that it must be left to the public opinion to
decide it. Government ‘would not like to commit itself to a new thing
like this and to submit their recommendation to the Government of
India. But as I said that if it is acceptable to the people as a  whole,
this Government will surely accept it and will be happy on account of
it, but as the situation stands now, Government do mnot think that the



1948 RESOLUTIONS , 459
pProper procedure would be to recommend the Resolution. 1 agaclln S}g’ﬂip?;
thise with the spirit with which this Resolution has been moved. But in.
view of what I have said, I hope the Resolution will not be pressed.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is there any other hon. Member who would
like to speak? :

Maulavi ABDUL HAI: I would not like to put any obstruction to
the Government however much I think of the importance of tl"ns Rcsplutloln:
but as the Hon’ble Premier has said that he fully sy‘m'pathmc§ with the
necessity of such a Resolution which has been spoken of in public mectllflgs
and also on the floor of this House, T hope that there will bc_spmsl"m‘ll)%
for the future and I am hoping of the day when such a Resolution wi

I . L e = ress
passed by the Government. On these Cnnmdcmllm\h,l do not wish to p o
my Resolution. : i

"

The DEpUTY SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave of the House
to withdraw his, eRsolution?

The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Re :Veterinary Dispensary at Nalbari.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Resolution No.10 standing in the name of
Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Madam, Deputy Speaker, I beg
to move that this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do
take early steps to convert the Government Veterinary Dispensary at Nalbari
into a full fledged hospital.

Madam, this Veterinary Dispensary is one of the oldest Dispensaries in
the Province, it was started about -39 years age. The jurisdiction ‘of this
Dispensary  comprises of 37 Mouzas, 4 Sub.Deputy Collectors’ Circles and
5 Police Stations and includes the entire nocthern side of the Gauhati
Subdivision extending from the bank of “the Brahmaputra. The -cattle
population of this locality is about 4 lakhs and the daily attendance of

_patients is between 50 and 60. Madam, in reply to my Questions put in

this House on the 19th, Government have admitted that it is one of the
most important dispensaries and that it deserves special consideration. In
the reply to Question No.90(e) Government have stated that for this
Dispensary a second Veterinary  Assistant Surgeon was sanctioned by
Government  in 1941, but the Gauhatj Local Board could not avail of
It for want of funds, Madam, this admission on the part of the Govern-
ment  clearly Supports my request made in my Resolution, iz., to convert
the present Dispensary  into a full  fledged hospital. Now, the
dl_ﬂ'crence between a hospital and a dispensary is sometimes missed by some
of us and some of us consider that there is . no necessity for a hospital
where there is a .dispensary. But jn a dispensary . we find generally only
one Vetermar:y Assistant Surgeon who generally has to go out on tour to
attend cases in distant localities and sometimes he has got to be out on tour

for 20 to 25 days in a month. And during these days ‘the door  of the

dispensary has to remain closed and patients brought from long distances

have Yo be taken back disappointed. Such difficulties are not to be experi-

enced in a hospital where there is a Veterinary Assistant Surgeon who

always stays in the hospital and the other Assistant Surgeon is free to go

on tour for any number of days. Moreover, a dispensary does not provide

for indoor patients whereas a hospital = does.
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Madam, it has been admitted by Government that the appointment of RN
Additional Veterinary Assistant Surgeon for this dispcrsary s 8 necowity, but from -~
time to time Government officers while inspecting this dispensary have strongly =
recommended that this dispensary should be converted into = full-fledged hospis
tal. In October last year, the Veterinary Inspector of the Lower Assam Division
made such a recommendation and other high officials also have made sumilar

‘uggCItiORI- And 1 sce no reason “'l'y Government should not  give cffect 10

them. =

B‘bn KAMM KWAR SEN: \\.h.ﬂ i? l!lf,' (‘aﬂr:rrnrr ‘ﬂ‘!*.'.r,c n a l'i“m- :

and a hospital ?

Maulavi MUH.AMMAD -ABUL KASHI';.“ . Tlhas Resolutyon STH1AY H‘l’rtb o
Nalbari. 1 think, this Rr:mlu_(um is not in order as it is referring the gricvance of 8
a paﬂicular pl.acc, but at-:curdmg‘m the rules a4 Rewlution can | P moved tlllly
when it relates to a public cause in gencral.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Resolution is quite 0 order  because it 8
relates to a matter of general public interest.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : As I have already stated, the diffes 3
rence between a dispensary and a hospital is that in a dispensary there is only one
itincrant Veterinary Assistant Surgeon attached to it who s expee ted o g.,' out ;
on tour frequently and as there is no additional Veterinary Assistant Surgeon,s 3
the dispensary is to be kept closed, but in the case of a hospital there  are more
than onc Veterinary Assistant Surgeon, one of w hom is always available, Second-
ly in the dispensary we have got no provision for entertaining indoor patients
whereas in a hospital there are bound to be such provisions. And this is the
most important factor which is the main object of my Resolution.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon. Member should not spend  time by
explaining the difference between a hospital and a dispensary.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Thus Madam, 1 have made suffi-
ciently clear that the dispensary at Nalbari deserves to be converted into a hospi-
tal.
And I hopc Government will take this Resolution in their sympathetic  consi-
deration. With these words, I commend ry Resolution to the acceptance of the

House. .
The DEPpTY SPEAI_(ER 5 Resolution moved : L

¢« ‘That this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take
carly steps to convert the Government Veterinary Dispensary at Nalbari into a

full-fledged Hospita i

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR . Madam, Deputy
gpeaker, this is noli::’thp first time that we have been discussing about the Veterinary
" Dispensary at Nalbari (L‘“‘ﬁh’ef)- In connection with a Question put by my hon.
ie d, Ml‘ Gauri Kanta I.'alukdar, it has been pointed out that Government are
not '_unwﬂhlng bto _cx_tit_u:;d .thelr .hcl.ping hand either to Nalbari or any other place
(Vazﬂﬂ-"P‘; aﬁ arl% if it lies within their power and if it is possible for Government
to do so- c;: ;i"s 4 reE:]dy been explained on the floor of this House that Government
are in nee Nollmo'r? octors. Some of our dispensaries had to be closed for want of
doctors a )31;1 18 r]10t an isolated instance where we require additional d8&ctors,
But there are Oh_ eﬁ‘ places in the~ Province where we cqually require doctors
(Hear, bear),fw 9 _lare equally populous and which require additional doctors for
treatn}ﬂnt of anima POPul.atlon there., JIn order to mect all these problems 1
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have submitted on the floor of this House many times that Government have in
their contemplation to increase the number of doctors by starting or establishing a
Veterinary College. As time passes and Government has sufficient means to meet
all these problems, not only Nalbari but also other'places where it is necessary to

put additional doctors will get the required number. I am sure, Hon'ble Mr.

Talukdar is aware of the handicap under which Government has been working
on account of paucity of doctors. - il

The DEPUTY‘SPEAKER: Is it the sense of the House that we should sit

(Voices—No, No).

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A. M. on Tuesday, ‘the 23rd March,
1948. r - 3
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