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Proceedings of the Fou
Assembly assemble
India Act, 1935.

rth Session of the Second Assam Legislative
d under the provisions of the Government of

The Assembly met in t]

: e Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 1-30 P.M. on
-Friday, the 2nd April, 1948

PRESENT :

The Hon’ble Mr., Lakshesy

ar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, the eight
Hon’ble Ministers and forty or s OP > g

-six Members,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table.)
Growing of cereals in Tea Gardens
Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI asked :

1. (a) Isita fact that the Hon’ble Minister for Food requested the tea plan-
ters to utilise their available lands for growing of cereals such as Arhar, Mug and
Ahu paddy, etc. ?

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what will be the
estimated additional production of different crops as a result of such a
move ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

1. (a)—Yes, a letter was issued requesting to examine the posibilities of Arhar
by rcPlacing Boga Medelna with it. It may be known that at present Boga Medelna
1s generally cultivated between two rows of tea bushes as shade plant and ai)so for
BTefn manure. Arhar being a leguminous plant of the same varicty may be T{C-
placed and we received information from the Chief Scientific Officer of Indian Tea
Association that it could be replaced by Arhar.

- (b)—Additional production of Arhar cannot be estimated at_ Prcf:‘?
Only a few planters have accepted the suggestion and the time for sowing &
begin within a week or so.

that many planters are

*Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: Are Government aware ny “

proposing‘g) grow Arhar in place of Boga Medelna but the limiting factor is
limited quantity of seed ? :

s s AN trying our
- The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Yes, we are
best to supply seeds to the planters and we have already supplied seeds to some
planters.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: May I know from Government wglcther any
response has been received from the planters for growing these cereals ?

*Speech not corrected,
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The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: T have already replied,
Sir, that I requested only for cultivation of Arhar and not for cultivation of other

cereals.

Government got any

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: As regards Arhar, have
responsec ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Yes, Sir, I have already
stated that some planters are taking to it.

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: Gttty Wy sEtwea FEAalEta A
ords e @2 fawen Indian Tea. Association 4 Political Secretary 9
Fstw Gtratem Ffafsa 1 7

The Hon’ble Srijut - OMEO KUMAR DAS: (SUHEH S E LAty
e Al zg WP (Srded Hiemnes i Garaty da faAzfzean |

——

STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers werc given.)

Prohibition of Liquor consumption

Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR asked :
n

*37 (a) Will Government be pleased to state il any scheme has been draw

up to prohibit liquor consumption in Assam ?
(b) If so, what is that scheme ?
(¢) If not, do Goverament proposc to take early steps to adopt
means for prohibition of liquor in the Province ?
1 (d) Ts it a fact that some private Clommittee was formed in th
tion some months passed ? ' )
(¢) If so, will Government be pleased to state if the

report or scheme from that Committee ?

_The Hon’ble Maulana MAHOMED TAYYEBULLA replied:

some
is connec-

y have received any

37. (a)—No.
(b)—Does not arise.

(f)—Goyernment is not unmindful of
consumption of liquor at the earliest opportunity. ‘

(d)—An official Committee was set up in September last to enquire into
and report on the feasibility of introducing liquor prohibition in the Diserict of
Lakhimpur or any part thereof and, if so, to suggest ways and means.

(¢)—The Committee unanimously came to the conclusion that not-
withstanding the desirability of prohibiting liquor at the carliest opportunity, the
present, however, was not the time for such a campalgn 1n view of the urgent
need to achieve full success with opium prohibition which called for an all-out

effort from all concerned,

the desirability of prohibiting

-
|
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Meetings of the Text Book Committee

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked:
*38. Will Government be pleased to state:— :
(@) When the last’ meeting of the Text Book Committee was held ?

() How many meetings of the Text Book Committee were held during
the last two years and the dates of their sittings ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that the text books selected

five years ago are being continued without any revision or altera-
tion ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secretary)
replied : _

38. (a)—Eleventh and 12th December, 1946.

(b)-—~Three mectings were called during the period—One held on 11th

and 12th December, 1946 and the two other meetings could not be held for
want of quorum.

(¢)—Yes.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Sir, where were the two meet-
ings held ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary) : Sir, I want notice of the question. :

Babu BIDYAPATI SINGHA: Sir, isit not a fact that only one meet-
ing was held last year ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary) : Sir, the reply is already there.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Sir, is not Mr. Sarma a member of the
Text Book Committee ?

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Yes, Sir, and I have put
this question only to bring it to the notice of Government that very few meetings
of the Text Book Committee were called during the last two years.

Babu BIDYAPATI SINGHA : Isit nota fact, Sir, that by continual use

of already_used books both the.teachers and pupils are handicapped in the
progress of study ? ;

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Thisis absolutely a new question.
Mrs. BONILY KHONGMEN : Sir, is it not a fact that the same

members who were in the Committee last year are continuing this year
2
also !

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary) : The Committee has since been reconstituted.

Babu BIDYAPATI SINGHA : . Do Government propose to convene a
meeting of this Committee this year within near future ? ,
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Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-

tary) : Yes, Sir.

Opening of Schools in Tea Gardens of Lakhimpur District

Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR asked:

#39, (a) Is it a fact that many Tea Gardens of Lakhimpur District still have

no schools of their own ?

- n - A ] y ki - .
(b) If so, what action Government have taken on these Tea CGardens ?

*4]0- (a) wlu }?O\grﬁm(g‘t be Plf’-'lfff_"d to state if any arrangement has been
done for opening the NI 1t Schools in Tea Gardens for removal of illiteracy ?

(b) If so, what are those ?

. d( 'rr - . o
(¢) If not, y Government propose to take carly steps in this matter ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secretary)

repl ied :

39 & 40.-—The pa”iCU]afS called for from the Local Officers have not Yyet

been received.

grijut ‘DALBIR SINGH LOHAR: Local Officer 1 +=  report
HAire CF B copy fwatae

e MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY Parli: .ntar
Sriju el fo 79 | (Parliame Ve

Secretary) :
AcquiSiﬁon and Requisition of Lands and Buildings

Srijut D ALBIR SINGH LOHAR asked :
#41. (a) W'i.ll ggﬁ?:siﬂ?n;{.?c pPleased to state the number of cases of ()
cquisitio? and (“)h Subdivisio and and buildings under_the Defence of India
21113163 in Dibruga’ £ h]. n now pending for disposal ?

p)- Isit a fact that lands near Tinsukia Town and : Dining Assam
»g installation were acquisitioned during the war y ca:;h.":')mmg

i act tl :
¢) Is it a f: nat Government assured the House to give the first

e original owners of such lands on de-requisition by the Military ?

d) f:s ;:suicgaﬁ'; :Ez-tD?\:’qersh&)F lands situated near about Tinsukia
: {jon We e, strict Magistrate to_get back the ]z their
installa the value received by them if thcvgapplicd AT lands on

refundiils :
W:}l (ilo:rﬁzrimrm:::t be pleased to state how many such owners Of
land offered ' SO0 f: h oney to get back their lands ?
a .
Is it a ;‘ﬁ:}& :1t1ctlhe Assam Oil Company have enclosed those
Jands within their comg are not vacating the same ? &
an : '
_ 1f sc;s, o at steps have Government taken to give possession of the
Jand to theUEOWREEE !

N
P
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LU
3



1948] . QUESTIONS ~ 783
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

—

41. (a) (i)—13. ;
(1))—148 cases pending for de-requisition and a total of 265 cases
pending for fina] disposal. . X
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Yes. :

_ (d)—No. On a request from the D. A. D. Lands, Hirings ang
Disposal Service the owners were asked if they were prepared to take back
their lands on refund of the compensations already paid to them for respective
plots and if so, to state the same in writing.

(6)—-17 owners expressed their willingness in writing.

(f)—Yes. The Military  Authorities have not yet finally disposeq
of the land and so: the land is still under the occupation of the Assam Oil
Company.,

(2)—The Military Authorities are to dispose of the land ang

3 Govern.
ment are awaiting their final decision, =

Srjiut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: 75! sfediu® Sov e @ Seppy
case pending ¢z Al | 9 FElF wiHE Bajpees g'{ﬁ‘m T T |
9273 pending % 431 CETATT WS 72T 7 » SRR Y R
79 =iteace » ;

The Hnn’bie Srijut BISHNURANE MEDH] : GIRIEGIES ), iR
AT T ABAUILA FI AT | @fom M FoiRm—am G M o
FtaTe M wifzes | _

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: #4 tNts5 fifieite Compengsg.
tion fig  fIf¥=ts  compensation 1 B MR w3t ey &g |
S (a0 11 ga1% fom w12

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Central Government
@ decide =37 o7 b B et (7 Stsiest 1 oS Fates SRIES
decide sfacarz Wiy fog =itz | A TIBT B Aot o RIGie) (ST 7
decide = @2 | «¥sh  decide FlF9CT wétares G 2Ty ; frw
afSnttacs g3tz 9z [T |

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: 95Cj) ABICT  cy oty
EFHTI @R 6w w7 wiftte ez e AT TICE oSt B
o7 sfacg ¢ - _

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDH] : R TITE orgen e
afr requisition F= B Central = Provincial Government =
AT (SCARCHT it will be returned to the original owner, but if any

wants the.land he may apply under the ordinary land acqusition procedy
acquire the land and the matter will be considered on its merit unde

specific . Act. :
Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR: Question (), 43 réquisition
it special officer «itg 7 2 o

Party
re to
r the
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The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: iz, %3 B  «fem

qftg ¢ A2 F9 GIaal |

hSrijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR :
1408 (FICT ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI :
Circle Officer is to remain in charge in addition to his duties.
9% >a g+ b3

Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR: Question (e), >
qtfarFa it Ftfaa Arare ¢
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: % afentz gata v A

atfi atq s A2, Atz Fstfafeea | oF wiacd etz oAl celte—Aa
Gratr afsare 9= At | A% 9t Fa Andtatcter G wlaerataca o6l

ffca o567 atafEat® supply #144 |

afe AT (SLA%CE

afe @12 cerazea the

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: &l Tsi4fs rziva e ar+49
3 (BT A9

F4], M.L.A., ST 24 @S 315z 7 eledlaty >589 54
twfoa @ «zf@ar® e oia=ica qaiZ fam za | e afsatcacs garz {7
cztal A7 ¢1% FHACdE AT AT Gz A6 etedra iz <t < wfqigE |

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNUP:AM MEDHI: 4difi Central Govern-
ment o e wt® ot decide FfFaca wtfim F@ czw  whether
the Central Government wants the land for their own purposc-

Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR: Question (d). b= {7 e Disirict
Magistrate « aif 931% fa7 3f7 e, 7= nd e frecee =tfs A

afz ?

The !1_0!_1"018 Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Defence Department
« Requisition Act 73 fAwq waF1as A cafga | Rule czog awa o1 cafeal-
tace_Military Department @ co@mtrs amied gf Tw1 cofoulcacs
Provincial Government ¢ c¢Fft action @ CAFCH | Because the

Provincial Government acts only as an agent and the Deputy
Commissioner also acts as an agent of the Central Government.

Central Government 4 cifeatcacs il atarcet afH awa  csfearcacs de-
requisition 37 @4 jurisdiction =tz |

cafsatears coGrat®a AMBa vt alz
gisirs fF9) G379 Ffq paFcd
Ffqaca ?

Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR :
7 74 (sfealtacs  vawica geet ™ awfa <
farg owe FfF GiEw 7 @tereas i fata 737

cosfFaiss e atesicd

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI:
«ag stE Central

afates ot afta AMtd decide Ffaaca cFi@ =R |
Government ¥ 32 wifswte fem 20y |

[2ND APLS

wZfaate  enquiry

'm___ e, T
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Utilisation of lands by Tea Companies

\

Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR asked :

*42.  (a) Are Government aware that Tea Companies are utilising their
lands for: purposes other than cultivation of Tea, such as letting out to tenants,
establishments of Hats and Bazars, in' and about Dibrugarh town-.and other
small growing towns like Moran, Khowang, Barborua, Chabua, Panitola, Doom-
Dooma, Naharkatiya, Dikom, Lahoal and Naga Ghooli ?

(6) If so, will Government be pleased to examine and state whether
such lands may not be acquired by Government or the rate of land revenue may
not be enhanced to the level of Kheraj lands in the Towns ?

* % . A
3. (a) Are Governwment aware that due to the erosion of a substantial

part of the Dibrugarh Town by the Brahmaputra during the last few years,

Innumerable residents have become homeless and Jandless ?

. () Are Government aware that many such homeless people with a
view to settle elsewhere purchased land near Babari Tea Estate from the Chow-
k;dmahcc Tea Company ? :

() Is it a fact that at the instance of the Bengal-Assam Railway these
town lands are going to be acquired for the said Railway ?

; (d) Are Government aware that there had been strong objections to the
said acquisition, lodged by persons who purchased the lands ?

(e Will Government be pleased to enquire and state whether the said
Bengal-Assam Railway Company have got sufficient land  within the Dibrugarh
Mounicipality and near about new workshop area ?

(/) Are Government aware that the said Railway have leased out land
to tenants at an exorbitant rent within the municipal area ?

(g) 1f so, do Government propose to take necessary steps so that the
Railway Authorities may occupy their own land first for purpose of railway and

save the needy pcople from compulsory acquisition of their property ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replicd :

42 & 43.—The information have been called for from the Local Officers and
will be supplied to the hon. Member when they are received. x

Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR : 7% «@% Question ffais «Iiz3 9iiis
ABAIZiReen | Fam e reply azla wta¢ @i Atcatce »

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: JfS3itsrs %t i
(TN APITS 2%k Afpeai® ofer. 291 z<ehl cztg ““Are  Government
aware that Tea Companies are utilising their lands for purposes
other than cultivation of Tea, such as letting out to tenants,
establishments of Hats and Bazars, in and about Dibrugarh town
and the other small growing towns like Moran, Khowang, Bar-
barua, Chapua, Panitola, Doom-Dooma, Naharkatiya, Dikom,
Lahoal and Naga Ghooli ?” =ite2 g% fa=ts different place © Local
Officer @ enquiry {59 #itfilw @it survey sf3m =tz | =t =tfaists
fEaiq tenant Ifzrs ©lF enquiry s3it= hap-hazardly «fai3 iy |

Q27 foBas Ei7 5129 enquiry F31 75w T 737 |
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Maulavi ABDUL HALIM: May I know, Sir, from the Government
whether these lands are settled with the tea planters for special  cultivation only

because they utilise those lands for other purposes ?

The Hop’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: This matter is receiving
consideration of the Government, as I have already madc it clear in my Budget

Speech.
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table).

Collection of Grazing Taxes in different Doloiships of
Jowai Subdivision

Mzr. LARSINGH KHYRIEM asked :

159. Will Government be pleased to state—

() Whe‘héf tueypace awire ‘that the grazing taxes in different Doloi-
ships in Jowai Subdivision are collected by people other than
the Dolois concerned ?

(b) Whether, they ]!fWC lately r(:cr:_iw:d any representation from the
Dolois demanding that they will collect the grazing taxes from
the graziers who are within their Doloiship ?

(c¢) Whether the commission given to t]m.':'c people collecting grazing
taxes is the same as given to the Dolois ? -

(d) If not, why not ?

(¢) Whether those people collecting grazing taxes have any administra-
tive function ?

(f) Whether Govcrnrr_lcn't are aware that the Dolois are r(:spr)nsi}-)]e in
their own Doloiship in the matter of administration and collection
of revenucs, etc. ?

(g) If so, whether Gu_vernmr:ut propose to allow the Dolois concerned to
collect the grazing taxes from the graziers who are within their
own Doloiship ? ]

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

159. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.

(¢)—Docs not arisc as grazing taxes are not at present collected by the

lois.
5 (d)—Does not arise.

(¢) —No.
(f)—Yes, except collection of grazing taxes which is at present donec by
a separate agency, t.e., Nepali grazier. ,
(g)—7The matter is receiving careful consideration from the Government.

Mrs. BONILY KHONGMEN : With regard i i
- gard to Question (¢), Sir, may I
know from Government whether the Dolois were collectors of these grazsizng

taxes previously 2

—
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The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: They might have been
long ago, but owing to some troubles these taxes are now allowed to be collect-
ed by people other than the Dolois. 2

Mrs. BONILY KHONGMEN: Do these Nepali graziers o the
Joiite Subaiviss s G 3 o these Nepali graziers belong to the

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: It is difficult to say
how long they are residing in Jaintia. :

Mohendijua-Diphoo Road
Srijut KHORSING TERANG asked :

. 160. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether the Mohendijua-
Diphoo Road has been approved for construction ?
(6) If so, what steps have been taken for its survey work ?
(¢) If not, why not ?

161. (a) \'Vi_ll Government be pleased to state whether there are any other
roposals regarding construction of roads besides Mohendijua-Diphoo Road in the
Mikir Hills ?
(b) If so, what are those proposals ?
{¢) What steps are being taken by Government for giving effect to

those proposals ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied:

160. (a)—Yes.
(6)—Survey work has already been taken up.
(¢)—Does not arise. '

161. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Dimapur-Mohendijua Road—30 miles. Moreover, Kampur-Singi-
mari-Baithalangso Road which also passes through the Mikir Hills has already
been taken up for improvement.

(c)—Government will make every effort to take up the roads in o_rder of
priority with maximum speed. The Public Works Department is handicapped -
due to shortage of technical personnel and difficulties in availability of l.abours
and transport. Moreover, available resources at present are mainly diverted
towards construction of strategical roads which are of vital importance to Assam.

District and Village Roads taken up by Develbpment Board

srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI asked
162. Will Government be pleased to state—

(¢) How many miles of road both town and village were taken up by
the Development Board in this Province during January 1946 to
the end of 1947, Subdivision by Subdivision ?

(b) How many of those roads were completed during this period ?
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The Horn’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
162. (a)—A list showing the mileage of both district and village roads is given
below. Roads are classified as District and Village roads and not as Town and

Village roads.

Statement of Roads both District and Village taken up during Fanuary 1946 to
the end of 1947

1. SADIYA FRONTIER TRACT

Village Road 5:23 miles—5'23

2. LAKHIMPUR DIVISION

Dibrugarh  Subdivision—
Village Road ... «es 13 miles
Sibsagar Subdivision—

District Road 15 miles
Village Road 7 miles
Sonari Subdivision—
District Road 18 miles
Tinsukia Subdivision—
Village Roads ... 143 miles
674 miles—67'5
3. JORHAT DIVISION
Jorhat Subdivision—
District Road 2393 miles
~ Village Road ... 12:79 miles
Golaghat Subdivision—
District Road Seaes o 02 miles
veo  36°25 miles

Village Road A St
Amguri-Mokokchung Road (between District and

Village Road) - 60 miles

13817 n_lilcs—— 138-17
4. NOWGONG DIVISION

‘Nowgong East Subdivision—
i 32 miles

District Road ...
Village Road ... e 29°7 miles
Nowgong West Subdivision—
District Road ... i AT 7 11 miles
: ... 94:75 miles

Village Road

16745 miles—167-45
5. CENTRAL ASSAM DIVISION

Tezpur Subdivision—
Village Roads S L vee  20°25 miles &

Mangaldai Subdivision—
Village Roads . 2 miles

22-25 miles—22-25
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6. LOWER ASSAM DIVISION
Boko Subdivision—

Village Road
Gauhati Subdivision—
Village Roads

8:1 miles

21'9 miles

—

30 miles—30-00
7. NORTH KAMRUP DIVISION

District Road 2 miles (approx.)
Nalbari Subdivision— :

Village Road 104:6 miles
Barpeta Subdivision—

Village Road 466 miles

153°2 miles—153:2
8. WESTERN ASSAM DIVISION
Dhubri Subdivision—

Village Road 28 miles
Bongaigaon Subdivision— A

Village Road 469 miles
Goalpara Subdivision—

Village Road ... 3677 miles
Fura Subdivision— :

Village Road ... 4568 miles

—_—

15735 miles—157-35
9. KHASI AND JAINTIA HILLS DIVISION

- Village Roads 31°1 miles—31-1
10. CACHAR DIVISION
Village Roads 17 miles-—17-00

Total 789.25

(b)—None of the roads were completed during that period. Works op
most of them are in progress.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: With regard to Question No.162, Sir, it appearg
from the statement that Lakhimpur Division gets a mileage of 67% miles, Jorhat
13817 miles, Nowgong 167-45 miles, Central Assam Division only 22-25 mile
and Lower Assam Division 30 miles — may I know, why there has been Sucﬁ
disparity ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : This disparity, Sir, is g
to the lack of staff and labourers. Our programme is a five years Pro%‘t?am ue
Under this programme there are some roads which can be taken up kimmrézﬁ'
ately and there are other roads which need survey, and also land to be aoqu:
ed. Therefore, it is not easy, Sir, to attend to all the Subdivisions at the E:tlrl;

e
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time. " In some Subdivisions where work could be started immediatcly more
Itisall a question of staff and labourers. There

mileage havg been taken up.
are some other Subdivisions in which, as I have stated, work could not be

started immediately. To this I would also add these facts, that in some places

where we wanted to start work immediately, the contractors could not get
labourers because no local Assamese labourers would come forward for earth

work. Therefore we have not been able to make much prorgress in the roads

in these places.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Isit nota fact
different divisions ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M, NICHOLS-ROY: We¢ll, Sir, the stafl is one
staff for the whole Province of Assam. Weé have to post our officers according to
what is considered to be the priority of roads that have been taken up and also

according to the urgency of the work.
could be transferred, say, to Dibrugarh or Cachar and so on.

that there are different stafl for

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: What is the criterion for deciding about the

urgency of the work ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :
demand of the localities that the work in that locality is urgent.
places where there is no such demand we have to see that the staff is distribut-
ed accordingly. For example, there are some roads which are considered to be

of strategic importance to which we have to divert our staff ; such roads are
There is another road from

those which lead to areas lying near Pakistan. :
strategic road of the first impor-

Qilchar to Shillong which is considered to be a
and we have to divert much of our staff to that road in order to

That, Sir, depends on the
In other

tance,
quicken the pace.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: H
tral Assam and Lower Assam Divisions for example,
there is dearth of labourers and for that reason they have not been able to do

n these Subdivisions ? How do Government know this ?

Has Government any information regarding Cen-
Tezpur and Mangaldai, that

much work i

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : In Lower Assam, at least,
I know Sir, that it is very difficult to get labourers and I believe also in
Mangaldai Subdivision it is the same thing.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: In view of the fact that very small mileages have
been given to the Low't-:r Assam Division, will Government be pleased to do justice
to this Division by taking up more roads next year ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : All roads which are in the
rogramme, Sir, will be taken up whenever we have got stafl’ as well as labourers.
It is not the question of ‘next year’.  We have got to take up roals which are of
the first importance and which have been given the first priority. With the
limited staff that the Public Works Department have got, all roads and buildings
could not be taken up at once. 3

Shri SATINDRA MOHAN DEV: May we know, Sir, why Nalbari tops the
list ? Is it for the fact that sufficient labourers are available at Nalbari ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: It is clear, Sir, that
% where there 1s sufficient number of Labourers more amount of work is done,

For cxample, the stafl from Nowgeng

i g LS

-5 i ddid
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Shri SATINDRA MOHAN DEV: Arc  Government aware that

sufficient labourers are available in Cachar ; if so, why Cachar Roads are not
taken up ? ;

. The I-éc.m’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS ROY: About that, I cannot say
Just now, Sir, whether there are sufficient labourers in Cachar. We shall, how-
ever, see to that,

*§rijut _GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Isita fact, Sir, that the area of
the-North Kamrup Division is 3 times larger than the Lower Assam Division ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHQLS-ROY: I do not know exactly
what is the area, Sir. The number of roads in a division is based on mileage of
roads already in existence, the number of villages to be served and some other
factors. This system is what is called a Grid and Star system adopted by the
Road Communications Board in order to divide the amount of money for different
subdivisions. That is the reason why some roads have got more mileage than
others. The question of cultivated lands and villages and the improvement of

these are all taken into consideration in order to distribute mileages for the

subdivisions and that was done not by myself but by the Assam Road Communica-
tions Board. :

*Maulavi ABDUL HALIM: Do Government propose to take more roads In
the Dibrugarh subdivision ?

The Homn’bie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The question of taking
more roads in Dibrugarh subdivision or any other place will be decided by the
Road Communications Board. 1f that Board decide to take more roads in any
subdivision, the Public Works Department will carry out its decisions as far as
possible with the limited stafl’ that we have.

*Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: #ters Jz3lte District Road
Gl Czrg | AR AW AEY et 4| wifEa sttt @ fegele sraffewTs
f#1 District Road @t stz 712 ;

*The Hom’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: If the hon. Member
wants me to reply, Sir, he may please put his question in English,

*Maulavi Saivid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: On a point of information,
Sir.  Just now the hon. Questioner, Srijut Bhadra Kanta Gogoi was asked by the
Hon’ble Minister to translate his question into English.  Would it net be possible,
Sir, for the Hon’ble Minister to get help from his Colleagues who are sitting by
him, so that it will not be necessary for hon. Members to have to translate their
questions into English ?  Otheriwise great strain will be placed upon the Members
putting questions because Hon’ble Mr. Nichols-Roy does not know Assamese. ‘so
he should have the advantage of somebody translating it into English.  Luckily
Srijut Bhadra Kanta Gogoi knows English and Lie can put his question in English.
Therefore, T want a ruling from you, Mr. Speaker, for elucidation of this pont.

*The Hon’kle Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : There is no arrangement for
translation. I want to say this that if the hon. Member wants to put any question,
he should do it either in English or get it translated in to English. There

* Speech not correcte 1.



792 QUESTIONS [2nD A
«ND PL

ome arrangement for translation in the Legislative Assembly Offic
o 1C€.

f -’!l’l}' 1]0]] A\ICII][J('] W IT - - . - l. :
1 . - a]]ts e I't‘])l F H' a> . I "
" . }“, v 'lll I‘)II' 15¢€ spea 1 a
’\ - DL

Therefore,
Janguage which T fully understand so
) 'rste so that 1 ;,,'.....",. :
At may give a satisfactory and intelligent
’ -
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: There are many hon. Members who are
Government should take up the

not at all conversant in English. In their case

work of translation.
#*The Hon’ble Rev. J. J- M. NICE . :
¢ all so far. I0LS-ROY : Government have RO

AIN CHAUDHURY: Whose fault is that ?

arrangement @

*PDr, EMR AN HUS

‘hie the SPE s 3 i ]

]::(lc L ﬁ“fg?z}‘] pi[st'll":];k I SIIF)EIId rule that if an hon.

o AR : s 4 question in vernacul: ich 1

undcrstood by the II(.m.hl(__ Minister concerned, it will be the rhcxltjl- lrf ‘(V‘hmh et

to get it (ransiated 1ntO English so that it can be : o (B overnnitoy
se answered by the Hon’ble

Minister conct (Applause.)

The Hon
Member who dc

ApRA EANTA GOGOI: == g wE wcetrma A @ifE

*Srfjut I?H g S S
slafefegaie 9=7 723 == District Road cata czrg, 9%

C‘”CQ‘;] 4 ?-r(‘i‘-;]?{: - . T %
Bfea e frm w7 3tzca District Road ¢Ald) A witg ¢

fezpalg bid
xgrijut C URI EANTA TALUKDAR : Does not Tinsukia fall under

Dibrugarh Subdivision ?
o Hon’blc Rev- J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, in Di
nly the village road, which means a road big Crll];;lélg]arto

h Sub-
be 16
the

division  there 18100, s

fé;t wide C dls’trl‘":tn;“id.ol:d'\ road which is about 24 feet wide. Thatis

difference petween a v}l} Sﬁl':(llil\;ii;' and a district road. DNo district r‘o'),d has been

taken in t8° ’brpﬁirnc;w. 1t the ho The reason why we could not do it has been
rcplied-m by mchgn'.: o n. Member wants further elucidation I may
enquire and let®

#§rijut Bﬂ‘zg%g@%éﬁff‘ﬁ GOGQI: Communication Board 9 :-:ﬁ’-rsf%{.@
et 7T Gﬂ:téraf a1 ra1%i_{7€?ao atze atm District Road gfer cafan (0% 5
s 201 dﬁﬁ' T ST -uh_' (ST ceeg (1 WS AT Al ffice
el g q_ﬂ""jl"“@ fom caew | (% AzaEbEt o T

i afem T2, wiiE >0 3977 = O atacs ) wh wid ARl

o
s{4Cl,

Bl 2161’7{ ?r G 17 <

e ~rataea @17 IS 6 fiom AR foem ¢

) Rev. J- -

exne HOEDS (o; i von NICHOLSROY: Ihave already said, Sit
'.C- B ol e takc‘n ipln t(l))c D{i‘brlugarh Subdivision, };['sha]’l lool:
into ! fHcient staff. We are e By S0 6.0 the reasons must be that we have

¢ sl 1c1€ aCtuﬂlly in need of about 40

aed fOTh° dibge e oL overseers and we

i i Scho;ﬂ ;S cult problem. We are trying to solve itub
, as well as by training ourf Mohurers to becdmz

V i
£ *
= Speech not corrected.

but could ;
em not get any, We wanted also Engineers but did not

3




L)

1948 QUESTIONS - 793

¥Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA : I find from the list that there is not
a single district road in the Western Assam Division also.

*The Hon’ble .Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The same reason applies
everywhere. Here in Khasi and Jaintia Hills and Cachar District there is only
village road—no district road. N

*Shri SATINDRA MOHAN DEV: According to the decision of the
Assan} Rpad Communications Board, I want to say that nothing has been done in
the District of Cachar. \

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: The difficulties have already been

explained.

"‘S.hr_i SATINDRA MOHAN DEV: We have got sufficient labourers in
our district but Government says that for want of Engineers they could not take
up the work but for making village roads Engineers are not necessary.

*Srijut BELIRAM DAS: According to Mr. Talukdar the areca of the North
Kamrup Division is double than that of the Lower Assam Division. Then how is it
that only 30 miles have been taken up in the Lower Assam Division while 153
miles in the North Kamrup Division ? There is a great-disparity. Why five
times more road has been taken up in the North Kamrup Division ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Under circumstances prevailing in the
area.

Diversion of Puthimari river
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked:

163. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) What progress the scheme undertaken -for diverting the Puthimari

river in the Gauhati Subdivision to its old lged at the point
where it has joined the Baralia, has made in its fulfilment ?

(b)) Whether the scheme is expected to be executed during this dry
season ? : A
(¢) If not, why not ?
The Hon’ble Rev. J. T. Ni_. NICHOLS-ROY replied:

163. (a)—Funds as requiredgyere allotted for the scheme.
Sufficient progress has not been possible so far due to the contractors who
undertook the work having failed to recruit earthwork labourers for that locality

(b)—Every endeavour is being made to execute it.

(¢)—Does not arise.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Whether Government have got a
report relating to the progress that has been made in execution of this scheme ?

* Speech not corrected.
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Yes, Sir, we have got the
The contractors who

A certain contractor
carth work

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M., NiCHOLS-ROY:
But iabourers there arc very few indeed.

the work are not able to bring labourers.
The difficulty is to get men to do
to help us and provide with more

progress report.
have been given

brought only 15 and another 24.
there and if the hon. Member will be able

labourers, indeed, the whole country will be thankful.
’

Bus passengers travelling between Golaghat and Jorhat via Titabar

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY asked:

164. (a) Are Government aware of the hardships of bus passengers travel-
o |

ling between Golaghat and Jorhat wvia Titabar :
(b) Are Government aware of the need of a Circle Train running from
and to Jorhat through Mariani, Titabar and Furkating ?

vare of the overcharging of passengers travelling

(¢) Are Government as
increase in the price 0

in public buses and propose to reduce the recent

petrol ?
(d) Do Government proposc to establish Bus Syndicates in places where

there is none ?

(e) Are
Police with the c

Government aware that buses are never properly checked by the

onsequent hardships to passengers ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replicd:

164. (a)—No, no complaint from the public has been received.
(b)—Government have not yet examined this matter.

(f;)--No complaints have been received.

¢ forward to form Bus Syndicates.
, &
(¢)—No, but, as far as practicable, vehicles are properly checked.

- (d)—Yes, when suitable persons com

pr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : My question is whether Govern-
aent s Arc aware of the hardship of passengers travclling by bus from
Golaghat 1o Jorhat wia Titabar. Government appear to have dismissed the
uestion with the remark that they have received no complaint from the public.
In view of the statements made repeatedly on the floor of the House by
different Members that bus passengers do suffer from hardships while travell-
Golaghat to Jorhat sie Titabar, or Dergaon, will Government take it

ing front
from me that passengers travelling “ by bus do suffer from hardship ?
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*The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Will the hon. Member narrate
the nature of hardship, Sir ?

Dr. EMRAN  HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Overloading of the bus and
secondly lack of proper checking.

*The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: That cannot be as there is
checking.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Government can take it from

ll‘;lc }that there is no checking whatsoever. I have been a frequent traveller
y bus. : -

*The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: I cannot accept the statement.
There is Police who do the checking.

*Sr.ijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: How can Police chcék‘ it between
two police stations ?

*Mr. P. M. SARWAN: I beg to add to what Dr. Emran Husain
has said that there is no checking at all. :

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI. 3 ity soiefS TEiRT,  erdeT
Beaq A WM AW (T check T (ztg | 7% FHRT A@E @ AR @A
I@C UG Czty IfF ATCAST ztn  1ECE! 49tAl (ot WIS coftm T o
gift @It ofia A 3127 bus (© B WiFT @ fEtm @ 0 A9 i
o EACF AEE A avir fafeaics afw fraa 1 @R fRAEts st o@?
Al 2l HTYe (Stdte Atwtean 3fE ey 1w swd ol wif
qiE 22 @2 T4 E o ofeFian Ir@w a1 o

The Hom’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Sir 72 (ta 718 @ (sfeatal

overloading #z7 | Overloading cztats st «Afews check st @iw
¥ +Afata fine U 2T wiF licensew cancel w@ za | Hardship
e foy A s, % cwraga hardship 71 o @ftstats stacedcz
T2 Ateten I R

*Dr, EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : The nature of hardship is that
buses are over-loaded and secondly there is no proper checking between
tWO stations.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: I cannot accept  the statement
of the hon. Member that these .buses are never properly checked. His
question is: ‘“Are Government aware that buses are never properly checked
by the police with the consequent hardships to passengers”. He has used

the word ‘never’ and therefore I cannot accept the statement of my hon.
Friend.

*Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : In view of the unsatisfactory
nature _of the Government reply, I want to raise a discussion on this point
after we finish the business of the House to-day. '

o——

— —

* Speech not corrected.



796 QUESTIONS [2xD ApLl

Auth
PCrzons have heen fined.

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: % fa=iz =1 check #ta T ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: ff fagtw= check =7t f7a
RZ O fmices wra | @A AfAts FA |

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: 73 zla Atedl @h  ald ©9
0VCrlOalding 5 | 7w cross belt ¢ I Tre w0 FHAA 12T O FA
AF 00 gug 512w g0 FACEF AT SAUT Al o At |

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: 375 77 w49 @ @ «4ff@
a3t Gga Awca bus FaElwa A9t allegation =g, (F3 cord@nFta
e 5Fcq afre form dlel TieBea A4 1T ©fa wiad Al oAt 9rg o

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: +fss =fiesta fazts bus © over=
loading %z mg 7 atal7 2

*Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : Do Government think that to oi)}?iat.c
all these difficulties, a circle train from and to Jorhat through Marian,

Titabar and Furkating will ease the situation ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Will my hon. I’ri(‘:llfl tell the
House whether there is no overloading in the trains at present ?

*Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Arc we to understand that
while trains are overloaded, buses should also be overloaded ?

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : May I put onc Question ?
When Government have given a reply to the Ouestion, they must have
understood what is meant by “circle” train. I being a layman, do not know
what is meant by “circle” train.. Will the Hon’ble Minister enlighten the
House ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: I may not be correct ; it means
the train that runs from Jorhat to I'urkating and from  Furkating to
Jorhat.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : ‘Such a train-is called
shuttle train.

The Hom’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Will the hon. Member who
has put this Question explain what he means by ¢circle” train ?

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Whatever may be his
meaning, while Government understood to reply they must have understood
the Question. So it is for the Government to explain to the House what is
meant by *circle’ train, :

* Speech not corrected,

*Maulavi ABDUL HALIM: I am a member of the Regional Transport
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Order, order. The reply of the Govern -
ment is that they have not examined any proposal in regard to this matter.

*Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: By that ‘“circle train” I mean
a train running from Jorhat to Furkating zie Mariani and Titabar and
back to Jorhat. In view of the hardships to the public, will Government
move the Railway Authority in this matter ? In course of his Budget_ reply
the Hon’ble Finance Minister said that they will give special = consideration to
my proposal. Am I to take it that they are going to take up the matter ?

~ The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: 1 do not know when the Hon’ble
Finance Minister assured him to give consideration to his proposal.

*Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: I raised this matter and he
assured me that he would consider the question. And because of thatl did
not press the matter any further. :

*Srijut BELIRAM DAS: In view of the fact that there has been
generally overloading of buses, will Government be pleased to increase the
number of buses ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: That is being favourably consi-
dered at present, Sir.

Preventive measures against Kala-azar
Srijut HARINARAYAN BARUA asked: .

165. Will Government be pleased to state—
(e) What steps they are taking to combat the evil of Kala-azar in
the subdivision of Jorhat ?
(6) Whether they have completed the survey work ?
(¢) If so, how many cases they have detected ?

(d) Whether Government have evolved any measure to prevent the
outbreak of this disease ?

{e) If so, whatis that ?

(/) Whether Government are aware that the present system of
treatment has not been able to combat the spread of  this
disease successfully ?

{g) If so, what other means Government propose to devise ?

(#) How many Public Health Dispensaries have been started this year

“in the subdivision of Jorhat ? .

(1) Whether Government are aware that the work of construction
of the Dispensary Buildings has been started very late this
year ?

(7) If so, why ?

* Speech not corrected
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() Whether Government proposc to take steps to convert the Borbam
Chungi Dispensary—the proposed Borhola !’uhln- Health Dispen-
e

sary—to a full-fledged Medical Dispensary

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :
165. (a)—Early detection, diagnosis and bringing all the patients under
treatment as far as possible.

(6)—Survey and re-survey arc regularly undertaker
Surgeons within their jurisdiction and special surveys
necessary.

(¢)—144 during 1947.

(d)—No other measures except action taken as
(a) and (b).

(¢)—Does not arise.

(f)—No. The bestline of treatment is followed and latest drugs
used as far as possible.

(2)— Does not arise. :
(h)—3 (three) are under construction and will be started in April,

1 by Sub-Assistant
undertaken where

in reply to Questions

1948. .
(i)—Due to various reasons the construction work was started late.

| )—As the dispensaries were to be in most interior places, it was

difficult to'start work during rains due to bad road communications. It was

also difficult to get Corrugated Iron Shects, Cement, etc.
(k)—Not at present. }
sfadl B calazies wgacwE o4

Srijut HARINARAYAN BARUA:
2 (FTH4F9 T eﬁﬁ#

Public Health # dispensary 4f#@a 4f@z |
“Atates 2

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Sir, 7z «fwm dispensary
FEAAT AT F7 cAEica | CICATS FAT SfF Z9, FAd (SrATS Fie |

*Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: I draw the Chair’s attention
because of the unsatisfactory nature of l‘he Government’s reply, I want tO
raise a discussion on that after the business of the House is over today.

#Srijut BELIRAM DAS: The question has been sufliciently discussed
and there is no necessity of further discussion.

Srijut HARINARAYAN BARUA: 3qacztan o= 512 35 slad ciees
facas w=wcT 71 ? ‘
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: {3p4a 512 afsica® wtws Public
Health 7 dispensary @4+ @iftg |
~ Srijut }-IARINARAYAN BARUA : 7fétz «wd ciesd 1% cotds  fApal
312 3fm facaem A, cerazta @z fullfledged dispensary wfa=cE
- fataem wfarsa 2 ;
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The Hon'hle Srijut RAMNATH DAS: ¥ fRare ull-fledged dis-
pensary @Elrzarag’y wilms 4T | @RFAEicE 3w G147 dispensary
full-fledged wfimza o @6l a9 taeRta At cormz RS Tes B
Flag |

Settlement of Fisheries in Dibrugarh Subdivision

Srijut BEJOY CHANDRA SAIKIA asked :

166. Will the Hon’ble Minister of Revenue be pleased to st;}lte 1.10§}\.-' 123:115
fisheries have been settled with the Fishery Society in the Dibrugarh ub-
division ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :
166 .—The information is given below :—

Number of

fisheries Name of fishery With whom settled
settled A : ~
Four ... 1. Brahmaputra river' Parts III, Dibrugarh Fishery Co-operative
IV and V. Society. _
2. Upper reach of Dehing --»  Margherita Fishery Co-opera .
tive Society.
3. Dehing river Part II1 .. Naharkatiya Fishery Co-opera-,

tive Society.

4. Naharpukhuri "Hokai  Bil, Kolowloa Go—operativé Fishery
Bhakatdahikur Badulikur, Society.

Dhubri Local Board
Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA asked :
167. (a) Will Government be pleased to state—

(1) Whether the Budget of Dhubri Local Board for the year 1948-49
has been refused by the Board ?

(25) Whether the Budget was refused for the second time when placed
again in the meeting of the Board by the Chairman ?

(7)) Whether the Board is running without a Vice-Chairman for more
than 6 months ?

(iv) Whether two consecutive special meetings were held for the
election of the Vice-Chairman but the Board failed to elect a Vice.
Chairman in the first and refused to elect in the second meéeting ?

{#) Whether a sum of Rs.31,000 out of the Government grant earmarked
for the improvement of the roads for the years 1946-47, 1947-43
could not be spent during the years and that this amount has been
shown as a liability of the Board ip the Budget for the year
1948-49 ?
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(vi) Whether all annual repair works of the roads under the Board
have been suspended and Mohurers have been transferred from the
Civil Works to the taxation department ?
(vit) Whether the Board has become bankrupt and is just on the verge of
collapse ?
G (b) If the replies o Question 167 (a) above be in the affirmative, will
overnment be pleased to state—
() Whether Government have taken any steps in these matters ?
(i) If not, whether Government propose to take immediate steps to save
the Local Board from inefficient administration and management ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replicd :

167. (a) & (b)—The information has been called for.

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: Has the attention of the Govern-
ment been drawn to the report published in the ‘Assam Tribune’ and
‘Hindusthan Standard’ that the Budget of the Board has been rejected by the

Board for the third time and there is now ‘a deadlock in the Board ?

: The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : | myself saw it
~in the paper.

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: Are Government aware of the fact

tune of Rs.84,600 which is due to be paid has

that a heavy amount to the s due  to
the amount stands as a liability ?

not been paid and this year

’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : From the in-

The Hon
called for. When the

terim reply it will appear that information has been
information is received, Government will consider the matter.

Veterinary Field Assistants

Srijut HARINARAYAN BARUA asked:

168. (a) Is it a fact that Government are going to train a large number of
Veterinary Field Assistants in the immediate future ?
() If so, what minimum qualification is required for its candidature ?
(¢c) Do Government propose to select candidates of fairly higher
academic qualifications so that these people can in the future get chances of taking
up higher education in Veterinary College ?

169. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether any arrangement has been made for providing the Veteri-
nary Field Assistant with quarters ?

(b) If not, why not ?

(G) Whether Government are aware that these poorly«-paid officers
cannot afford to have quarters of their own ?

(d) Whether Government are aware that for paucity of qualified Veteri-
nary Assistant Surgeons these Field Assistants will be of great use

. to the public ?

P
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

. 168. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Standard Class VIII of High English School as minimum.

(¢)—Yes, if available.

169. (a)—The Veterinary Field Assistants are not generally provided with
quarters, but in rural areas, arrangement for their quarters are usually made by
the local public. :

(b)—Does not arise.
(¢)—Yes.
(d)~—Yes.

Starting of Veterinary College in Assam

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE asked :
ment wants to waive the project of starting a
the Central Government after

170. (a) Ts it a fact that Govern
ame from February 1948, at

Veterinary College, by referring the
making all necessary arrangements to start the s
Nowgong ?

(b) If so, why ?

The Hom’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

matter to

170. (a)—No.
(b)—Does not arise.

~ *Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: May I know from the Hon’ble
Minister why the College was not started from February, 1948 ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL, MATLIB MAZUMDAR: I think in
connection with another reply I said that the proposal is awaiting approval of the
Government of India. It has been sought to be done from the Post-War Budger
and the sanction of the Government of India is necessary. This is being

awaited. .
*Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: Isitnota fact that money was
provided for the project in the last year’s budget ? :

'T_he Homn’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Provision was
made in the last year’s Budget, but nothing so far has been done.

*Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: Why Government did not take
timely step to utilise the money ? Why the project was allowed to lapse ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUYL, MATLIR MAZUMDAR: No questiofl of
qapse’ comes in, because we got the money this year. Government will take it

up when circumstances are favourable,

*Specch not corrected,
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Will the Hon'ble Minister be
2

1. Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE
Picased to say for whose fault the money could not be utilised last year

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : No question of

- € 3 - . ;
fault’ comes in. The money has been provided this year also.

Passenger Bus Service hetween Rangapara and North Lakhimpur

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA asked :

171. (a) Are Government aware that there is a pressing demand for a

Passenger bus service from Rangapara to North Lakhimpur ?
rer bus for

(b)) Do Government propose to allow at least one passeng

this route ? .

; (¢) Is it a fact that the system of plying- passenger buses in towns
18 going to be introduced in some towns of Assam Valley ? : :
are demands for more number

(d) Are Government aware that there
of passenger buses in different routes, nz., Nimati-Jorhat,

Kamolabari-North Lakhimpur ? . .
(¢) Do Governiment propose to remove difficulties of the passengers

of long distant routes before introduction of passenger buscs to ply within

towns, styled as city buses ?

(f) Do Government propose to take up the mar
buses plying in long range routes ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS I:t‘.p“()(l :

171, (a) & (b)—Onec Mail Bus runs at present carrying passengers also.
At present there are city buses

North Lakhimpur-Bodati,

1agements of passenger

(c)—Government have no such plan.
plying in Gauhati and Shillong.
] (d)—Yes. o oo
(¢)—Yes, when petrol position improves. 3
fi—Government as an experimental measure have taken up the line

from Gauhati to Nowgong.

*Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA: Are Government aware that
this Mail Bus takes passengers from Rangapara and creates much trouble to the

passengers ?

*The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : That may be so.

: *Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA : In view of this fact will Govern-
ment allow another passenger bus from Rangapara ? _
~ -

' #The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: It will be seen that it will be
difficult for rationing of petrol. )
Mr. J 5. HARDMAN: Are Government taking any steps to increase
the ration of petrol, in view of the fact that the Assam Oil Company has been
compelled-to reduce their production by 10,000 gallons a day ?

#*Speech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: The difficultyis there.
Experts report that the life of the oil well has been reduced to five years. It is
not always sale to extract oil in such a hurry and speed up production. It will
not be compatible with the economic working of the mines.

~ Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : Arc Government aware that the normal produc-
tion of the Assam Oil Company has been curtailed to 10,000 gallons recently and
not because of preserving the life of the wells ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: I think this curtailment of
production relates to the maximum production during war.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: Are Government aware that up to December
there was a higher production and it has been curtailed on account of transport
difficulties ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: I do not know any?hing
about transport difficulties. At least the Oil Company has not brought it to
my notice.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I am afraid, I must
correct the Hon'ble Minister. The Oil Company has brought to our notice
that on account of transport difliculties they have not been able to export outside
the Province as inuch oil as they desired. But the main question of extraction
of petrol from Digboi and consumption of the same is connected with the neces-
sity of petrol for the whole of India. We must follow the policy which has
been laid down by the Government of India. I think, Sir, in spite of wl_latever
may be said, we are consuming proportionately more petrol here than in any
other Province. v

o

. ~

Measures for checking the insect-pest to Cocoanut Trees

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :
4 N
172. Will Government be pleased to refer to their replies to the Unstarred
Question No. 639 (a) and (b) asked by the Questioner during the November
Session of the Assembly, 1947 (vide Assembly Debates of 10th November, 1947
at page 1620) and state—- : ;

(@) Whether the scheme prepared by this Government for fighting
the insect-pest to cocoanut trees has received approval of the
Central Government ?
(h) Whether the Central Government have sanctioned any financial
assistance for the execution of the scheme ?
(¢) If so, what is the amount sanctioned ? . g p
173. (a) If the answer to the above questions be in the affirmative, will
Government be pleased to state what action they have taken to exccute the

scheme ? - \ 2
(b) If the reply to question No.172 above be in the negative, do

Government propose to undertake some measures independently in the meantime
to check the mischief of the pest which is proving a menace to cocoanug

cultivation in the Province?
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The _I:Ion’ble_ Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR rcplied :

= . Ay
172. (a)—The Scheme has since been returned by the Indian Central
Cocoanut Committee *for revision. The 1evised scheme is now under the

consideration of the "Government.
~ (6).,& (¢)—Does not arise.

Srijut _GR‘URIKANTA TALUKDAR : Will Government be pleased to
state why this scheme has been returned by the Indian Central Cocoanut Com-
mittee for revision ? -

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: The Com-
mittee wanted some additions:fm_d;.altcra:ions to the scheme.

Srijut GAURIKANTA TALUKDAR: Whether the new scheme has been
prepared ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : It must have
been finished by now. "
ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

-

The Hon’ble Maulavi

173. (a)—Does not arise.
(b)—No, since the revise c s !
plemented in near future and that no effective steps are possible

present strength of the Entomological staff.

: ~ Babu BIDYAPATI

‘searing away the said insect pe

‘the insect. pest’ after the wor
Bill ? =< :

R U ;

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: The Pa nchayat

Bill has already been passed. If any amendment.is sought to be made that must
be done at the next session. " e
. SRR

d scheme is likely to be approved and im:
with the

SINGHA : Cannot Government 'ns_sign the duty of
st to the Rural Panchayat by™Putting the words
d squirrel’ where it occurs in the ‘Rural Panchayat

LS

Sapatgram-Gossaigaon Road

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA asked : 1
174. Are Government aware— E

(2) That the Dhubri Local Board has failed to maintain and repair
the roads under it ; -

(b) that specially the Board has kept Sapatgram-Gossaigaon Road
quite unfit for traffic; ; il '

(¢) that a part of the bridge in section II of the said road which
was washed away last year, still remains without any repair,"
resulting dislocation of communication between Bhaoraguri and
Gossaigaon and between Sapatgram and Gossaigaon ;

(d) that no annual repair works of the road have been done this year ;

(¢) that no Mohurers have bcen discharged as the Board cannot pa);
them and the road Overseers have "been engaged in collecting

taxes instead of working on the road ;
(f) that the Board has been paralysed for the mismanagement in the

administration of the Board ?

S G LN
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175. If the reply to Question 174 above is in the affirmative will Govern-
ment be pleased to state— \

(a) What steps Government propose to take in these matters ?
"~ (b) What steps Government propose to take specially in respect of
| Sapatgram-Gossaigaon Road -? ' Bl
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

174 & 175.—The information has been called for.

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA : The information will certainly reveal

that the Board has failed to maintain the road. What do the Government pro-
pose to do ? .

The Hon’bleMaulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: The failure of
the Board to run this road properly has reached Government by this time and
they have been taking proper steps to remedy this.

Superint‘endent of Veterinary Vaccine Depot

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE asked :

176. (a) Isit a fact that the Government is going to appoint a non-Assa-

. mese to the post of the Superintendent of Veterinary Vaccine Depd6t which is

reported to be under construction at Gauhati, ignoring the legitimate claims of
senior Assamese deserving officers of the Veterinary Department ?

2 . (b) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have received

some memorials from the Assamese Veterinary Assistant Surgeons for this
? ' :
post :

The Hon’ble Maulavi_ ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied:
176. (a)—No.
{b)—None so far.

*Maulayi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: Will Government be pleased to
state whether this post has been advertised ?

The Hom’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Government

has not yet decided to appoint a new man, so the question of advertisement does
not come in.

*Maulavi. MAHAMMAD RQUFIQUE: May I ask the Hon’ble Minister
- whether for this post any application has been received ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: The reply is
there. No application has yet been received. S

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. We come to the next iterﬁ.

fikd *Speech not corrected. By
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Election of a Member to the Assam Embankment and Drainage
Advisory Committee

The Hon’ble Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg E

to move that this Assembly do elect in accordance with the instructions contained
in the voting paper _one Member of the Assembly coming from the District of
Kamrup to the Assam Embankment and Drainage Advisory Committee in place
e -
of Srijut Kameswar Das.
The Hon’ble Speaker will fix the date and time for clection.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

¢«“That this Assembly do elect in accordance with the instructions contained
in the voting paper one Member of the Assembly . coming from the District of
Kamrup to the Assam Embankment and Drainage Advisory Committee in place

of Srijut Kameswar Das.”
(After a pause)

The question is :

«That this Assembly do elect in
he voting paper onc Member of the Assembly coming from
Kamrup to the Assam Embankment and Drainage Advisory Committes
f Srijut Kameswar Das.”

The question was adopted.

accordance with the instructions contained in
the District  of
in place

R: I am glad to announce in this connection
all the other candidates have withdrawn their $
declared eclected to the Assam 3

The Hon’ble the SPEAKE
t Maulavi Abdul Hai

hat excep : ~a b
-andidature. Maulavi Abdul Hai is t_h(:r(:lorc

zmbankment and Drainage Advisory Committee in place of Srijut Kameswar
Das.

The Assam Adhiars Protection and Regulation Bill, 1948

The Hon’ble the S_PEAKER: We now come to the Assam Adhiars Pro-
tection and Regulation Bill. I find that as many as 33 Amendments have been
The first one stands in the name of Maulavi Md. Abul Kashem.

tabled. ; . L
ave received complaints from the Reporters that they cannot hear the

I1h
es delivered by the hon. Members. I would thercfore request them to

speech ! A
c‘;me to the mike when speaking so that the Reporters may take down their
speec

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to

move that for the word ““Adhiars” wherever it occurs in the text of the Bill,

the word ‘“Bargadars” be substituted. ] -
Sir, the word ““‘Adhiars” means a cultivator who gives half the share of his '

roduce to the land-owner. Originally it came from the word “Adhi”, i.e.,
half, but “Bargadar” is a wider term which includes all kinds of shares
of produce paid to the land-owner by the cultivators. So, this wider .
term may be accepted, especially in view of the fact that by this Bill 0
Government are trying to give protection to the cultivators in the skape of

—fourth and one-third. Hence the word ¢ Adhiar’”’

yeducing the half share to one
] be a misnomer. Of course, some of my hon. Friends may say that the
<« Adhi” has by this time got a new meaning, but for their information I may

g correctly. : |
|

wil
word
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say that according to Chandra Kanta Dictionary which has been published not

long ago, the word “Adhi” means -half, the share of the produce paid to the

oner “fiw a%q BT @A) oA FRCHE @ fegfwaca fom 7 From this,

Sir, it appears that the word ““Adhi” did not get any such new meaning which

‘E"?lal:? going-to give by this Bill. It will be a distinct improvement on the
il i

: the word “Bargadar” is used instead of *Adhiar’. I hope the House
will accept my Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

“That for the word ‘Adhiars’ wherever it occurs in the text of the Bill,
the word ““Bargadars”® be substituted.”

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, this Amendment cannot stand
because the word “Adhiar® has been clearly defined in the body of the B_xll.
‘There is no need for looking into the dictionary or finding out its derivative
meaning. When the Bill has clearly stated that ‘“Adhiar” will mean and include
“Bargadar”, “Chuktidar’, etc. I think this Amendment cannot stand.

; Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : Sir, when in law the \yord ““male’ can
include “female”, the word “Adhi®> may include all sorts of tenantry.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, although
I am opposing this Amendment of my hon. Friend, I am, however, glad to
see his efforts to learn Assamese by looking into the dictionary to find out the
meaning of words. The meaning is quite apparent, Sir. This Bill has been
brought forward with the idea of giving protection to the greatest of sufferers,
viz., the adhiars from whom some half shaie of the crop produced is taken
away, and in the definition we have made clear that ‘Adhiar” means and
includes ¢ Bargadar, ‘‘Chuktidar”, ¢ Bhagdar” and those who pay rent in

kind, etc. In view of that, I think, my hon. Friend will find no necessity to press
his Amendment. :

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : I beg leave of the House to
withdraw my Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member leave of the House
to withdraw his Amendment ?

The Amendment was, by leave of fhe House, withdrawn.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that in the first line of sub-clause (2) of clause 1, for the word “‘may”’
the word “‘shall” be substituted and the words “or any of >* in the second
line be deleted.

* Sir, by this Amendment I propose to give effect of this Adhiars Bill to
the whole of the Province at once in a notification in the official Gazette. M
view point is this that while we are going to give some sort of relief,
to the Adhiars we must do so in respect of all irrespective of their place of
residence, i.e., the people of the whole Province should get the benefit of this Bill,
If this is not extended to all the areas and if left at the discretion of
Government, I am afraid, Sir, it will not be in the interest of all the
Adhiars for whom the Bill is meant, but actually it will be of interest to some
of the hon. Members of this House or some one who can force his will on
the Government. So far as I know, Sir, in the district of Kamrup thig
Adhiar Bill will act not for the protection of the Adhiars but for the protection
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If for the protection of the landlords this Bill was introduced,
I ‘would have no objection if it was extended only to certain areas. Moreover,
Sir, there is a chance of misuse of power by influential Members. In the
Assembly we must see that such things may not happen. - [, therefore, propose
that this Bill should bc extended to the whole of Assam with th~ substitution
of the word “may’”’ by the word “‘shall” that is the Provincial Government shall,
by notification in the official Gazette, extend, ctc. !

« Then if they do_ not extend all the provisions and they sclect some
provisions for application to some particular areas, it may mean that the
provisions which may go against some influential Members may not be

of the landlords.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Sir, may we know what is the reason
for -such apprehension that it will be misused at the instance of some influential

Members ? -
Maunlavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Sir, the fact of keeping un-

Government means something ; otherwise, they could rely on
the Legislature. Of course, Government may say that the extension ol this Bill
to certain areas may do harm to Adhiars so they will not extend it therc. But,
Sir, I may say that there will not be any harm by its extension to any area
because in clause 6 there is a clear provision with regard to the maximum
quantity of produce that will have to be given by Adhiars to the landiords.
It is not binding on an Adhiar of a particular area where this Bill will be
extended to pay the maximum of 1/4th or 1/3rd, as the case may be, but this
is a maximum that will be allowed to be paid. There is no harm to pay
any amount less than that ; so it cannot do any harm to anybody, if it is

Also I presume that an Amendment submitted by many

extended at once.
of the .Members of the Government Party has been.......

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Subsequent Amendments
onsideration.

limited powers by

Wi

cannot be taken into C

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Yes, that will not be taken
into consideration, but I mentioned it only for reference. They have made fur-
ther provision that 1n the case of any contract made with anybody if according
to the contract the Adhiar is to give less, then the landlord cannot bind the

fixed here. So, Sir, there is no bar in extending

Adhiar to pay the maximum
it. So I request the hon. IMembers of this august House to Sansides Ty

Amendment and accept it unanimously.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Amendment moved

e first line of sub-clause (2) of clause 1, for the word ‘may’, the

“That in th r
e substituted and the words ‘or any of ’ in the second line be

word “shall’” b
deleted.”

4 Mr. P. M. SARWAN: May I point our,‘ Sir, that Dr. Emran Husain
Chaudhury has 2 similar Amendment. Is he going to move it ? . ¥

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Dr. Chaudhury may speak on this. .

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : In thatcase, Sir, there will be
no necessity of moving my Amendment. Sir, 1 whole-heartedly associate
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myself with the hope expressed by my Friend, Maulavi Abu] Kashem. I hope,
his Am‘eh‘dm:c'nt will be accepted by this House. '

Mr. P. M. SARWAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I whole-heartedly support this
Amendment, namely, that in the first line of sub-clause (2) of clause 1, for the
word" <f may *,. the word  ¢‘shall’’, besubstituted and the words ‘¢ or any of ** in
the second line be deleted. :

In the Statement of Objects and Reasons we are told that this present Bill
has bech Introduced to give protection and relief to adhiars against the rapacious
encroachments by the landlords on the fruits of the toil and sweat of adhiars and
other raiyats.

Admittedly such protection and relief are urgently necessary. The Govern-
ment admit that they have information from different parts of the Province that
the shares or quantities of crop payable by the adhiars to the persons under whom
they Id the land ate onerous. In the face of all this information from
different parts of the Province it is very strange that the Government have
worded sub-clause (2) of clause 1 of the present Bill in"the manner they have done.
It is most strangc that under this sub-clause the Government are reserving to
themselves thelright to extend or not to extend all or any of the provisions of this
Bill to agricultura} lands in any district, local area or class of estates in the
Province of Assam}; on such date or dates as the Provincial Government may be
pleased to decide. ®All this reservation to themselves on the part of the Provincial
Government of Assam is passing strange. The Government by introducing the
Bill admit the urgency of giving protection and relief to adhiars. It Is a good
and progressive move of helping the poor fellow in his misery- and distress. If
the above protection and relief to adhiars are made available in one corner or
local area in Assam there is no reason why adhiars in other parts and localities in
Assam should be denied the same protection and relief. The under-lying idea in
sub-clause (2) of clatse 1, nﬁfqht be suspected to be that the present Provincial
Government of Assam is planning to dole out the above protection and relief to
the starving adhiars of Assam pocket by pocket. If the provisions of the Bill
are{good and humane, which -admittedly they are, the Government are morally
bound *to extend its operation throughout Assam simultaneously and forthwith
among Aall kinds of Adhiars all over Assam. N

& " .

Thc‘ﬁbvernnmnt owe it to t'hcmselves, if not to the people whom they want
to give prbtection and relief, to accept the Amendment moved-by my hon. Friend-
I should-urge the Government to stop promising once angd ggain to the hungry
and naked. people good things round the corner, and ever keeping them on
tenter-hooks. I should strongly urge the Government not to promise: tog
many good things, but to act, and by promptitude prove their sincere good-wil]
for the poor people and win back their confidence, gradually lost these two
unfruitftil years. . '
: I urge the Government to make the fine provisions of this progressive Bill
applicable throughout Assam forthwith to all kinds and classes of adhiars and
that can be done only by accepting the present Amendment.

I would therefore recommend to the Party in power to accept this Amend.
ment.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Sir, I rise to oppose this Amendment
I think itis not unknown to the hon. Members of this House that the practice
with regard to this Adhi system is different from locality to locality. I know, Sjr
hat the practice in some logalities is to lend cattle and in some localities seeds aré
given, You know, Sir, that at present the price of plough cattle is almost

O

-
A
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the landowners might
is mnot supplied

prohibitive in many places, and so it is not unlikely that
somebody

refuse to give plough cattle. In such cases where plough cattle
by the landowner the Adhiars have to borrow plough cattle from
at prohibitive rent. So in places where the landowners do not give either plough
cattle or seeds to the Adhiars the result will be that the adhiars will be sufferers
ultimately.  Therefore some discretion ought to be left to the Government to see
that the intention of the Bill to protect the Adhiars is fulfilled. In places where
it will be found that the Adhiars will be hard hit for that reason I think the
Act should not be applied. So, I think, Sir, this Amendment should not be

accepted.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: 1 am sorry, Sir, I cannot
accept this Amendment. It is known to the hon. Members of this House that at
different places the rent in kind is realised at different rates through intermediaries.
It is also known to many hon. Members that in some places the word ‘adhiars’ is
defined as ‘barga’, * chukti’ , ‘bhag’ or ‘chukani’. In some placcs the landowners
realise not more than one maund of paddy per Bigha where the minimum pro-
duction per Bigha is 6 maunds. But under this Bill those landowners will get
one-fourth. This Bill proposes to give protection to thosc adhiars from whom
more than one-fourth of the production is realised by the landowners. This Bill
will not be extended to those areas where such protection to the adhiars is not
considered necessary. For this reason some discretion should be left to the
Government in the matter of application of the B:ll when enacted.  This

Amendment is made on the assumption that Government will not extend the
operation of the Bill wherc it is necessary. 1 can assure the House that this
be extended to those places where the rent in kind is realised

Bill will always $ ? ¥ v p e .
at more than the rate prescribed in the Bill in order to give relief to the ad hiars.
To places such as the Garo Hills, Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Mikir Hills where

there is no adhi system there is no necessity of extending this Bill.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Sir, on a point of information.
the Hon’ble Minister does not know that there is Adhi system in the Garo Hills.

The Hon’ble St_'ij‘-lt B_ISHNURAMI MEDHI: I know, this system might
be possible in ghc plain portion pf the District. But I am quite sure that the
system exists 1D the plain portion on account of manipulation by the aggressive
elements Imposing this _Adhi system on the helpless Garos. -However, Govern-

hat this Bill is extended to those areas also where Adhi is realised

ment will see t * :
at more than the maximum fixed in the Bill in order to give relief to the

tribal people as well.
Wwith these words, Sir I request the hon. Mover to withdraw his Motion.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL- KASHEM: I a i
ask for leave of the House to withdraw my Motion. 5 V?ry Y 2 i

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave of the House

to withdraw his Amendment ?
(After a pause)

The Amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Under Amendment No.3 there are  three

arts. Parts (1) and (2) were moved. Does the h oy
?hird part of the Amen et o 1e hon. Mover want to move the
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Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: It is only consequential. So
I do not like to move the third item of the Amendment. )

. Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: It is more or less consequen-
tial. So I do not like to move TEpegoLE

; D.r‘ EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : I beg to move that in the first
]}m(i_lolt Sﬁb-ChUSC (3) of clause 1, the words “or any of >’ after the word ¢ All
e deleted

]
So frll‘.as this Amendment is concerned, Sir, some_sort of satisfactor.y reply
has to be given by the Hon’ble Minister. But before his doing so I might be

permitted to move the second Amendment so that I might get the same reply all
at once.

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER : I find there are two Amendments under
Amendment No.5. The hon Member mav continue.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: To the other Amex}dants
moved by Maulavi Abul Kashem satisfactory replies were given. So I might be
permitted to move the sccond Amendment. I beg to move thar in the second
line of sub-clause (3) of clause 1, the words ‘“at once »’ be added after the word
“ force ”’ and the words beginning with ‘“in any district, local area ..................
direct »’ be deleted. Inspite of all the language in the clause we want that
provision should be given effect to at once. The.clause will then read ¢ All or
any of the provisions of this Act shall come into force at once .

All I need say in this respect, Sir, is that the Hon’ble Finance N[inister
in introducing the Bill in this House said that I was adopting dilatory
tactics in so far as the application of the Bill was concerned. In order to
tell the Hon’ble Minister that I do not want to be charged with that remark
of his, I want to see that the Bill_ be brought into operation at once in ordqr
to avoid of being charged with adopting dilatory tactics. In the course of their
speeches, my hon. Friends, Mr. Basumatari and Mr. I’Iarinarayan_Barua,
attacked me and stated that I was speaking on behalf of the capitalists and
refusing to look to the interests of the Adhiars. Both these hon. Members,
i fact all hon. Members present here except my humble self, possess land ;
so nobody can accuse me of siding with or taking up the cause of capitalists.
At the time I made my speech I made it clear that I must not be
misunderstood and misrepresented.” * I was not speaking for the landlords or
Jandowners. Therefore, in order to show my genuine good will in the interest of
the adhiars, I would request Government to accept my Amendment so that
the Bill as amended by me be brought into operation at once.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Amendment moved :

(1) That in the first linc of sub-clause (3) of clause 1, the words ‘¢ or any of
after the word € All° be deleted ;

(2) That, in the second line of sub-clause (3) of clause 1, the words
« at once’’ be added after the word ¢ force’ and the words beginning with
cipt fany-district; local fArea el ot viacrr s b aie direct > be deleted.”

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDH]I: Mr. Speaker, Sir, iij the
Amendment of my hon, Iriend is accepted the clause will read, <“All the provisions
of this Act shall come into force at once........, » But where ? In this connection
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it will be seen that sub-clause (2) gives discretion to the Government to extend
.operation of the Act to any district or area. So if his Amendment is accepted it
will only nullify the provisions under sub-clause.(2). Therefore, in cases like this
it is necessary that a district or area should be ascertained first before the Bill
is brought into operation. In view of that, I hope the hon. Mover will not
press his Motion, otherwise it becomes inconsistent with sub-clause (2).

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg leave
of the House to withdraw my Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the-hon. Member leave of the House
to withdraw the Amendment ?

The Amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.
The question is :
¢« That clause 1 stands part of the Bill.”

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Clause 2—Maulavi Muhammad Abul
Kashem.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Mr. Spcaker, Sir, 1 beg to
move that in sub-clause (5) of ¢lause 2, for the word ** Land-lord >’ the word
¢ T,and-owner ~> be substituted.

Sir, land-lords genecrally mean Zemindars and other fellows who have got
sufficient land. But what we are dealing here is with persons who have got only
few Bighas of land and have rented it out to Adhiars. Under this clause such

ersons will also be known as land-lords. So I have suggested that this may be
substituted by the words Land-owner ”’.

With these words, Sir, I commend my Motion to the acceptance of the
House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Amendment moved:

¢ That, 'ln,' sub-clause (5), of clause 2, for the word ¢ Land-lord > the wodrd
¢ Land-owner ’ be substituted .

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: May I ask the hon. Mover
of this Amendment how he differentiates between ¢ land-lord > and ¢ land-
owner *. _According to him a person who owns sufficient land is called * Land-
Jord . I want to know what amount of land one should possess to be calle:l
¢ Jand-lord . In the Punjab anybody who owns many puras of land and one who
owns only two or three puras of land, is called landlord.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : In the district of Goalpara
any one who owns 100 Bighas of land is taken as ¢ land-lord > or Jotdar.

* The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the

* Speech not corrected.
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substitution of the word ¢ land-lord * by the word *‘ land-owner > as suggested
in the Amendment is not necessary, because in the major portion of the
Province there is no landlord. Every one is under rayotary system and is
know_n as settlement-holders. Of course in permanently settled areas the
question of proprietorship may come in but in rayotary areas no one is given the
status of either proprietorship or ownership. As such the Amendment proposed
is absolutely meaningless. 1 am sorry that we cannot accept this Amendment
because we know that even in the Surma Valley a man who possesses land in
permanently settled areas is sometimes known as landlord. In view of
what I have said I hope the hon. Mover will not press his Motion.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg
leave of the House to withdraw my Motion. ;

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave of the House
to withdraw his Amendment ?

" The Amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is:

¢ That Clauses 2 to 4 stand part of the Bill >,

. The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Clause 5—Srijut Beliram Das.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to mave that in line

three of clause 5, after the words ¢ due notice ”, the words ‘¢ and necessary
enquil”y,” be added.

The language is quite clear and requires no comment. I would now
commend my Motion to the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

¢ That in line three of clause 5, after the words

¢ due notice >, the words
fand necessary enquiry > be added.” —

LT O

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to
oppose this Motion, While I cannot but thank the hon. Member who has put
this Amendment for the intention he had, but at the same time, I am surprised
that there isa blunder that he has committed. It carries no meaning at ali.
The clause is, ““ A Revenue Officer may on application from a landlord, order
an adhiar to cease to cultivate an adhi land after due notice as may be prescribed,
and evict such adhiar in the manner prescribed, etc.”’—that means the hon. Mover
wants that before a necessary enquiry, orders will be issued by the Revenue
Officer ; in that case how can there be an-enquiry ? If he would have put

the word ° necessary enquiry’ after the word application, that would have
carried some meaning. But here there is a mistake. .
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The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Sir, it is really a miscon-
ception on the part of my hon. Friend to oppose this Motion. It is known
to him that as soon as a civil case is filed, summons are issued to the parties
concerned inviting them to submit written statement or objection. If there
is no written statement or objection an ex-parte order is passed, similarly, on the
application_of the landlord a notice will be issued to the Adhiar and an
enquiry will take place only when objection is filed.  So it is absolutely necessary
that the words * and necessary enquiry >’ should be put after the words ¢ due
notice 2. I am glad that Mr. Beliram Das has brought this Motion. It makes
the idea quite clear and I -accept the Amendment.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: What does the Hon'ble
Minister mean by the word ““order ” ? 1Is it not an order issued by the

Revenue Officer.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: It is an order of notice
and the order of eviction comes afterwards,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: It appears to me that the
order is the order to cease to cultivate the land.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: This will be before the evic-
tion ; an enquiry will be held before eviction to see whether the circumstances
justify eviction.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

5 ¢ due notice >, the

¢¢ That in line three of clause 5, after the words
words ¢ and necessary enquiry > be added.”

The question was adopted.

Mr. P. M. SARWAN: Sir, T beg to move that in the third and fourth
lines of sub-clause (i) of Clause 5, the words “ or by hired labourers or

dependants > be deleted.

This Amendment is intended to close the loophole that would enable the
landlord to evade the provisions of the present Bill that seck to give protec-
tion and relief to the Adhiar. Under sub-clause (i) of Clause 5, the landlord
is enabled to .eject his Adhiar by the artifice of calling anybody
his hired labourer or dependant, provided he can get anybody to play his

ame. Thus the object of giving protection and relief to the hard pressed
Adhiar will be frustrated by these words in sub-clause (i) of clause 5 of the present
Bill, unless, the words, “ or by hired labourers or dependants’ are
deleted. 2

One has to remember the circumstances in which the landlord originally
induced an Adhiar to cultivate his lands. Very possibly originally the land
lay waste and fallow” which by the constant labour and toil of the present
Adhiar was brought under cultivation and made productive. As time passed,
taking advantage of the poverty of the Adhiar and his own comparative
affluence the Iandlor(':l gradually raises his demands until the Adhiar is reduced
to his present starvation return for his labours.

I hope, the hon. Members keepin 11 the ab i ine in mi
will accept this Amendment, teg s R Fhmgs ohsine S A



1948]  THE ASSAM ADHIARS PROTECTION AND REGULA- 815
TION - BILL, 1948

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

“That in the third and fourth lines of sub-clause (i of clause 5, the words
&°F by hired labourers or dependants’ be deleted.”

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Sir, I not only oppose the
An_lcnclment but make a dignified protest against it. It appears that my hon.
Fm:_'nd, Mr. Sarwan, has been moved by the helpless condition of the Adhiars.
It is possible for rich owners with the help of hired labour and dependants to
cultivate their paddy fields in order to deprive the Adhiar of the legitimate right
to the use of the land. Might I remind my hon. Friend that according to 1931
Census, if I remember a right, there were 27 million widows in India, a figure
which was more than the population ot Spain.. Many of the widows might have
no children and the owners might be children. What will happen to those owners
who happen to be old, disabled, who are widows and who might suffer from
many other disabilities so far as their lands are concerned ? These owners cannot
be expected to cultivate the land themsclves. Hence the retention of the words
‘““or by hired labourers or dependants” is quite appropriate. I, therefore, want
the whole clause which reads, ‘‘that the land is bona fide required-by the landlord
for cultivation either by himself or with the members of his family or by hired
labourers or dependants” be retained. There is the question of minors and
minors may be the owners of land and these minors cannot be expected to
cultivate the land. So, I hope, my hon. Friend, Mr. Sarwan, will withdraw his
amendment before he is asked by the Hon’ble Minister to withdraw it.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am glad
that on one point at any rate my Friend, Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury, agrees
with the views of the Government and asked the hon.. Mover not to press his
Motion. I can point out that the purpose of thisis to cover the extreme cases
of hardship that can be imagined. The Amendment proposed that the widow or
minors or disabled land-lord cannot even utilise the services of the dependants
for cultivating his own land for the maintenance of the family. I think
this is not the idea at any rate of Mr. Sarwan. In extreme cases it should be per-
missible to utilise the services of these dependants for the purpose of cultivating
land not only to earn a living for the landlord himself but also to maintain the
widows, aged and disabled persons of his family. Instead of creating a large
number of unemployment, itis desirable to have some lands cultivated through
dependants and hired labourers for the purpose of earning living of the minors,
widows, aged and disabled persons. For that purpose this provision is absolutely
necessary and in view of that I request Mr. Sarwan not to press - the Motion.

Mr. P. M. SARWAN : I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave of the House
to withdraw his Amendment ? :

The Amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.
Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I_beg to move:

““That in the first line of sub-clause (i) of clause 5, after the word ‘landlord’
the words ‘for residential or horticultural or piscicultural or poultry farming or,
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dairy farming or similar other purposes or’ be added”.

; .Sir, this Amendment has been necessitated by the fact that in the body of the
Bill it has been provided that the Jandlord can get back his land only for paddy
cultivation and not for any other purposes. Even for residential purposc he can-
not get back his land. It is well-known to Government that there has been
scarcity of food in the Province, particularly meat, milk, fruits, etc. If any land-
]0r§i wants to have these things grown in his land h from
doing these. So, I commend my Motion for the acceptance

¢ should not be debarred
ol the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Amendment moved :

after the word ‘landlord’

(14 = . . . -
That in the first line of sub-clause (i) of clause 5,
or poultry farming or

the words ‘for residential or horticultural or piscicultural
dairy farming or similar other purposes or’ be added”’.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 : rise to
oppose the Amendment moved by my hon. Friend, Mr. Beliram Das. I would
request the hon. Members of the House to hear my arguments in favour of
opposing this Amendment. The difficulty is this. That the Bill is entitled as
Adhiars Protection Bill. But I am at a loss to find how this Bill instead of giving
some relief to the Adhiars is making the position of the Adhiar more hazardous.
Here we have already done enough injustice to the Adhiar by enacting many
clauses for evicting him from a land which he cultivates on Adhi  system. Now,

Sir, if these restrictions are there that for residential and similar other purposes
wck from an Adhiar on &

and even for unlimited purposes land may be taken b
- due notice of the Revenue Officer, there will be no relief at all to the Adlar.
If each and every landlord can think that he can take back a land from the
Adhiar on the plea of starting horticalture or pisciculture, he can easily do so
even by planting one or two trees in the land or by digging a pond or two
there. He can have this land for an unlimited period.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 'The word ‘bona fide’ is there.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : An Adhiar being poor he will
not be in a position to go at all times to the higher authorities for redress. More-

at the time of claiming back the land the landlord can build a house which

over,
only a small amount in

may not be required for his purpose and which may cost
comparison to the value of the land. He will not care to build that house just
tod}l;l'avc {))OS:CSS}OH I;::f the land for all the time. So long as the Bill is called
A i:mB.ﬁ'o C(I:ml)l['lnklu’ I cannot support that this Amendment bc incorporated
in the Bill. I think every hon. Member of the House irrespective of his party

affiliation will consider whether it would be just and proper to give such a.
We

ill-fed and ill-clad.
t from the land ; this. must
by my Friend,

latitude to the landlord. Our cultivators are already
should see that these poor cultivators are not thrown ou
be d:]sac?}lragc]c:l). With these words I oppose the Motion moved
Mr. Beliram Das, and request all hon. Members to accept my views. |

gt 111:::1 aiélgxlu:tA::eHUSAIN CHAUDHURY : May I be permitted to fight tooth
tord Members of thisle:?pOSCd Amendment brought forward by one of the land-
ouse ? The clause as proposed to be amended by the hon.
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Mover of the Amendment stands thus :  “ A Revenue Officer may ‘on application
from a landlord, order an adhiar to cease to cultivate an adhi land after due
notice as.may be prescribed, and evict such adhiar in the manner prescribed, on
one or more of the following grounds, namely:—(7) that the land is bona fide
required by the landlord for residential or horticultural or piscicultural or poultry
farnn‘ng or dairy farming or similar other PULDOSES jOr e i e s . While
Mr. Sarwan came forward with another Amendment I spoke against it because I
felt that the Amendment would have inflicted much hardship on certain
unfortunate class of owners. But if this Amendment is accepted by the House,
which I doubt very very much, the amended clause would go a great length in
giving relief to landowners, Zemindars and landlords like my hon. Friend,
Mr. Beliram Das and not to the Adhiars. (Mr. P. M. Sarwan : Hear! Hear !)
_(Maul:wi Md. Abul Kashem : Why not our Hon’ble Finance Minister ?) He
1s always for the poor people as.we understand from his speeches. So I know the
Hon’ble Finance Minister will be the first man in this House to oppose this
Amendment as vehemently as we do on this side of the House and in that belief I
have taken my stand. If this Amendment is accepted, the very purpose of the
Bill will be defeated. When we want to give relief to the helpless adhiars who are
under the present conditions finding themselves very helpless, how can we accept
the Amendment ? I hope, Sir, this- Amendment will be opposed by all right-
thinking Members (and I know all here are right-thinking Members) and if
pressed to a division it will be lost.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. The time is up. Do the
hon. Members like to proceed ?  We have also got election to the Primary Educa-
tion Board to-day, and that will take about half an hour.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: We may continue for some
time, Sir. If we continue for some time, the work can be finished by 12 to-
morrow and many hon. Members may leave Shillong, if they like. Let us at
least finish clause 5.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: No, there are many Amendments.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Let us at least dispose of
this Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: All right.

The Hom’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am
sorry I cannot accede to Dr. Husain’s request. As I have already stated, Govern-
ment stand both for poor tenants as well as for poor landlords, viz., widows, minors,
invalid and disabled persons. An 4dhiar may be poor and he may not spend
money for utilising the land fully. In that case the poor landlords may invest
money for horticulture, pisciculture, poultry farming, etc., and get some return
from the land. They should certainly be afforded this opportunity. Then, Sir,
as regards residential purposes, there may be cases where the landlord’s house is
burnt down or is destroyed and the land damaged due to some extraordinary
happenings or he is ejected from waste land, it is not fair in such cases to deny him
his own land for residential purposes. Of course care will be taken to see that
the purpose is a bona fide one, and if necessary, an enquiry to ‘that effect may be
made. I am therefore prepared to accept this Amendment. The sub-clause as
amended will read like this: ‘ that the land is bona fide required by the landlord
for residential or horticultural or piscicultural or poultry farming or dairy farrning
or similar other purposes or for cultivation, etc., etc.”

—
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: T he question is:

¢“That in the first line of sub-clause (i) of clause 5, and after the word * Jand-
lord ? the words ¢ for residential or horticultural or piscicultural or poultry farming

or dairy farming or similar other purposes or ” be added.”

The question was adopted.

Election of Members to the Assam Primary Education Board

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Now the election of Members to the
Assam Primary Education Board may begin.

(At this stage the voting began.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: It appcars that onec hon. Member is
absolutely illiterate. He cannot put down even the fizures. Some assistance is
necessary. I will request the Secretary to ask him sccretly and put down the

figures.

(Voting proceeded.) .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now I take it that all the hon. Mcmhﬁprs
have cast their votes. '

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till' 10 A.M. on Saturday, the 3rd April,

19438.
: A. K. BARUA,
Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.

SHILLONG
The 14th fune, 1948.







