


Proceedings of the Fifteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government of India

Act, 1935.

The Asscmbly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 A.M., on Tuesday, the

L

21st. November, 1944,
PRESENT
The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble

Ministers and sixty-three Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS

(to which answers were laid on the table)

pPost of Inspectress of Schools, Assam
¥ Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEL asked :
Is it a fact that Government have ‘;ukvd the Publi‘(‘ ?cl'\ricc Commission to
send them recommendations for the post of Inspectress of Schools which is going

to be filled up soon due to the retirement of Miss S, Sen ?
(b) 1t so, when was the Public Service Commission referred to for submitti
ng

1. (d)

thelr recommendations ?
¢) How many nominations were asked for from the Public Service O i
: ) () R ¢ ('Omml_
ssion ! _ B '
d) How many recommendations, if any, have been received by GO\'Crnme
from the Public Service Commission and when ? nt

The Hon’ ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

1. (a)—Yes.
(b)—15th August, .l‘)-lnl‘. . = _
(c)—Government did not ask for any specific number of nominations,
(d —One. It was received on 16th September, 1944.
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: How many recommendations are g
sent by the Public Service Commission ? 7 ually
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN @ Generally, \y
for three recommendations for one post. ) e
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Does the Hon’ble Minister realise {}
recommendation the Public Service CGommission becomes v;j "2k by
fettering the discretion of the Government, in the m’lilt::all
: af

C ask

giving dnly one

the appointing authority,

appointments ? .

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Yes, I think it :
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : In that view of what has been saidlt s,

the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to refer the matter back to the Public Service Qqp, will

sion for giving at least three 1'0001111116ndat10115 ¥ Mmjg.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Yes, the __

er

may be considered. ‘
#Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know from the Hon’ble Minister why

post was not advertiscd ? ' = the

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: The
necessity for it because there are already three in the cadre of Assistant In;ge “t’as no
Clresg of

Schools.

1The Questioner being absent, Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya -)ul : ; .
*Speech not CUrl‘ecte‘{l_ I the Question on authorlsation.
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TMaulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDIURY : is she, who

has been recommended by the

Inspectress of Schools ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAIHMAN: Yes, she is the
senior-most.

TMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :

: 4 e : = Tl Assistant
Public Service Commission, the senior-most As

May I know the name of l!if' nominec ? }
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : I .thml;. [ should

not mention the name, because the recommendations are t..'m:l:rlt~11l1.-.l ? -
TMaulavj ABDUR RAHMAN: 1| think, Government’s attitude will Irr'.‘ lul ..l.< -(l. pt

this recommendation and very shortly her name will be out. s there any objection

*'in.giving out the name ? | _

g Srijut SURENURAN':\'I'II BURAGOHAIN : Is it not a casc of pure promotion,

i P

The Hon’b]e Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Yes, it is a case of
promotion,

Srijut SURENDRANA'I‘H BURAGOHAIN : If so, is it not the practice that the
SENIOr-most Assistant Inspectress is to be ap sointed to this vacancy ? —

ThfilHﬂn,"lC Khan Il;ahadur Maulavi ISL’\YII)UI( RAHMAN: In case of promo-
tion bot SENIority and e T idered g
Srijut SURENDRA%XT[}IIC}?E}izﬁ({f?;]-[[\[_\j; What is the length ol service of
the other two Assistant Inspectresges of Schools ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : They have served
about one year prolml)ly, I »
Srijut SURE\H)RI\VA'J‘]-{ : i: And what is  the perj
: oy YAlH BURAGOHAIN: A | P
gf(':hts)f)li:lge put mn by the present  person recormnmended as Assistant Inspecti ‘3 ol
The Hon’ble Khan By}, ' - IMAN :  About four years,
: adur Maul: AYIDUR RAHMAN : ¢
Maulavi ABDUR I{Al-i;\/li;x:.fd-lul[w:hbifllq my Question should be :um.vt_l‘t'(‘l- Is
thefc anYhI'Cath that the name Sl;f)l,.lld not be announced ? The Hml’hhi Nlil;h“(:twl;m
he y e : \ svelors & n
Eﬁﬁgcdt at the fecommendations arc confidential and therefore shoulc ‘ e
a1 }"he l‘IOn’])lc the SPEAKEI{_ When the Hon’ble Minister says that it is COllh(l(_‘n..
tial, Thf:{itrllgiicgg]%el him tq divulge that. ded 3
g s i iss T ; IS re nended
The Hon’ble KIhJR RA[IMAN; Is it Miss Thomas who is recom

z - e A N, = ot prépareq
to answer thut Q,uestic(;ﬁ Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : am not prépare

STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)
Civil L ) .
and Grnnmal cases dispogsed of by the District Judges, Sylhet

« Wi ;
istri Over i I cases disposed of b
the District an . Nment e te the outturn of
January to Mac}“glessmns udges péi?}iif t]goﬁlac,‘ivi] and Criminal for one quartf’r,_m{,:
Judges in each Casga}f:h Year u’ring the last fve years mentioning the names of the
The H()n’b]e Sy
Tyut Ry

PNATH BRAHMA replicd :
106.—A stat =

€ment 5 ; .
howmg outturn of cases is placed on the table.
f 1 The Questioner being a.bsex;L Bat, . -
u

Rabindra Nath Aditya put the Ques un on authorisalion_
TSpeech not corrected.
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Statement <howing outtirn of cases both civtl and eriminal disposed of by the District Judges, Syihei

Ty o i by
i Criminal Civil
! D o ) 8 8 Remarks
Ist quarter Judges | Sessions | Appeals Motions | Original Appeals

ol — | ; suits and Execu-

’ tion cases

B R I, Ml el N Sl i
1940 | N. L. Hindley, Esqr. .. 5 i 49 50 24 102
|
1941 | N. L. Hindley, Esqr. .. 3 ' 36 on 32 80
1942 | S. K. Halder, Esqr. .. 2 ’ 48 69 35 84
1943 | S. K. Halder, Lsqr. .. o l’ 15 5T 21 59
1944 | M. A. Ispahani, Esqr. | 3 | 106 66 26 60
|

Juestion No. 4) asked by Mr.

Re Judge’s Bench Clerk
tMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

*107. Will Government be pleased to state-—
(a) Whether the Civil Rules and Orders of the Hon’ble High Court are
followed regarding the period of retention of the Judge’s Bench Clerk
in the same post ? .
(b) How long the present incumbent is holding the post ?
(¢) What is the maximum period of retention allowed by the said Rules and

Orders ?

The Hon'ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :

107. (a)—Yecs.
(b)—Since 11th January, 1937. L :
(¢)~——No maximum period of retention 18 fixed by the High Court Ruy]e,

Allowance to Srijukta Girija Bala Gupta

Babu KARUNA SINDHU.ROY asked:

* 108. Will Government be pleased to state— )
() Whether one Srijukta Girija Bala Gupta alleging to he 5 sister

Seijuc Abala Kania Gupta, @ sccuriy Prooners applied to_Governmen,
8 for a monthly allowance once o1l 14th I I?Y; ]1)44, and agaip Ee 11t

August, 1944, stating that she l}ncl rbc(‘n all “along a dependent e st

brother the said Srijut Abala Kanta Gupta, that she haq been stan her

in the house of her brother and that she had been Suﬁ‘ering Frdiin arvin

without any treatment and having none to attend to hey Nursiy, pl“ness
(b) Whether Government hav g

e given any reply to her petitigyg » '
ot, why not ?
(¢) If not, why ose to grant her an allowgy,

(d) Whether Government prop ¥ e ce of
month as prayed for in her petitions ! Rs. 50 per

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD S/\ADULLA .

108. (a) to (d) —-A reference is invited to t_hﬁ‘ }‘f‘plies given to
Baidyanath Mookerjce in this Session

eplied .
Question (Starred

—_—

Babu Rabindra Nath Aditva put (he Question on

TThe Questioner being absent
Sy G A : authorisay;
: ; jon.
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(to whizh answers were laid on the table)

e Mustard Qil
Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

102. Will Government be pleased to state—

{a) The nature of arrangements made by Government for supply of mustard
oil in the district of Nowgong including the town arca - |-
() Whether Government are aware that the people have bheen 1"‘-"”71-\_ _t ‘I 1}1:.,
the want of mustard oil and that little quantities that ll'f“ ‘ :‘n‘ s
supplied are highly adulterated and unfit for human usc and SomsUInps
tion ? ities and the
(¢) Whether Government propose to instruct the local '“”h””wh-"'nnn; of
Municipal and Local Boards of the Province to sce that provist SR
the Indian Penal Code and the Assam Purc Food Act arc¢ Ilig_{(’ll1il:1;13'
enforced against sale and supply of decomposed food-stufts an =
adulterated mustard oil ? apply and
(d) What steps, if any, Government have taken so lar to prevent bl.”l”mu%'lrd
selling of highly decomposed food-stufls and highly ad ulterates ‘
oi] ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replicd :

102. (a)—The entire produce of oil mills in Nowgong s d'}"“',l’uw(_l dts;cchi(s(’lif]:g
dealers for issue to consumers. A quota received from Kamrup district pro
distributed similarly. ‘a4 FeNer:
(b)—YCS,ySUPD]Y has been short due to want of seed and there 19 a general
complaint about adulteration. ]
(¢)-—Instructions werce issued and being issued very often. o i saEPlY o
(d)—Reports from District Officers indicate that there has b(:;]l?n;nC(l. Police
sale of highly decomposed food-stufls. Anything reported had was conc (: R Llic analyst
have taken samples of mustard oil from mills and dcalers and sent to th?} 1(-i|" utmost to
for report when neccessary action will be taken.  Government arc dplllfg.ll_i‘];q-
prevent such malpractices, but public co-operation in this respect 1S :1:&)\2 .(c) it is said -
Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: In reply to, (,}_ucstmn._'"\lo_.- 0 s dhet 1o
‘¢ Instructions were issued and being issued very often.”  DBut, Sir, ,]ltl : }prrcmit:r please
action has been taken so far as Nowgong is concerned. Will the Hon'b c,(-d by BELGH 2
instruct the local authority there to sce that the instructions are i“”mf I my I'riend
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLAG * 0 o 2 il
thinks a fresh reminder is to be issued to the Deputy (lommissioncr, s
carry out his wish. . . representatio
YSrijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA : Isit not a fact that v II‘I’Ibeallcc-por supply ?)F
have been submitted to the Hon’ble Premier complaining against the
highly decompsed food-stuffs ? ' . o, JiE. T
. '},‘he Honl’jble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADIgI‘[;};tAn.ot I;Ibc’)ut the sahli
complaints made to me are about the bad quality of ricc and da
of decomposed articles.
Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Has he not received @ the
g;f;d;rﬁ ;:irt}?}e Bar Association, Nowgong, complaining against 1o
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid S: GAADULLA : Yes, as I sajq,
elbiont fhe: had suabey zlfsiztlifigg\igilfgwa{nhgigt Z‘lﬁf\ut che sale of <chighly decom-
posed 7’ things,

a representation Iron‘l the
quality of quq
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In reply to Question No.102 (d), it is said

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: :
May I know what action has been taken

« . , s
‘Anvthing reported bad  was condemned.

regarding such bad articles ? "
MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

il']u‘ ”Hll‘l'!t‘ \[.:‘Ll.l\i "
any articles  are condemned by authority, those

destroved.

Whenever

Sajvid  Sir
articles are

any competent

Communal Percentage in the Assam School Service

Babu BALARAM SIRCAR asked :

103. Will Government be pleased to state
a) The percentage of appointments held by cach community in the Assam

School Service ?
(b) How appointments are made in this Service now L. -
Y The number of inspecting posts in Assam School Service and how they
are represented by the members of ditlerent communities in each of the
Valleys ?
/) Whether the quota o appointments to be held by the Scheduled Castes in
1!1(‘ i‘_gx‘lr"'[i]‘,‘-_: h(‘('[i.)[l !lilS l‘('(‘ll .\\li.\']ik'd ?
ey If not, whether Government propose to transter some of the officers of the
o }

I3

Scheduled Castes from teaching to the inspecting section

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

108, [w)—=

Surma Valley

Assam Valley

k

Muslims 5078 il i 23448
(Caste) Hindus 2513 i . 55768
Scheduled Castes 523 . . 3-03
I'ribals  (Hills) 12-56 53
Tribals (Plains) ; 1:51
Ahoms 7:57
Others 628 378
Muslims of  Surma  Valley 75
serving in Assam Valley.
Hindus of Surma Valley serv- 1:136
ing in Assam Valley.
Domiciled 1-136

(b)-—Appointments are filled by graduates with approved officiating expe-
ricnce with duc regard to the rcprcsc‘nt;ui()n ol the communitics.
(¢)—Eighty-two. They are represented as below i—

Surma Valley Assam Valiey

Muslims 26 15
Hindus 5 29
Scheduled Castes : 1 2
Aboms 9
Tribals (Hills) 5 3
Tribals (Plains) 1

(d)—There is no fixed quota for any community in the Inspecting Branch
The whole service is taken as one unit for the purpose of determinine the zommun'li
o C

representation.
(e)—Daes not arise,

»
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Aided Middle English Schools in Sunamganj
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

104. Will Government be pleased to state— o
(a) The names of Middle English Schools of the Sunamganj Subdivision
' which were granted grants-in-aid in 1943 and 1941 ? =
(b) The names of Middle English Schools of the Sunamganj Subdivision
which applied for grants-in-aid in 1943 and 1944 ?

(¢) The names of those Middle English Schools which have not yct been
granted Government grants-in-aid but have applied for such grants ?

(d) Whether Babu Basanta Kumar Chakravarty, Sccretary, Hasnabaj Middle
English School under Police Station Jamalganj in the Sunamganj
subdivision, applied for grant-in-aid for his School on the 26th
June; 1943 ?

(¢) If so, whether any grant has been given ?

f) If not, why not ?

(g) Whether Government propose  to  give necessary grant-in-aid  to
said School ?

(#) 1f not, why not ?

the

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

104. (a)—1. Mirpur Middle English School.
2. Swarup Chandra Middle English School at Jagannathpur.
3. Ramjibanpur Middle English School.

(h)—1. Fatchpur M. C. Middle English School.
. Hasnabaz Middle English School.
Baushi M. C. Middle English School.
Harinakandi Middle English School.
Lakeswar Middle English School.

Pagla Middle Engiish School.
Lalchandra Middle English School.
Ramjibanpur Middle English School.
Sachyani Middle English School.

10. Rashgobinda Middle English School.
11. Khurma Middle English School.

12. Mirpur K. C. Middle English School.
13. Swarup Chandra Middle English School.
14. Bisweswari Middle English School.

15. Chandranath Middle English School.

16. Mahadeb Chandra Middle English School.

SEEETETIS

Fatehpur M. C. Middle English School.
Hasnabaz Middle English School.
Baushi M. C. Middle English School.
Harinakandi Middle English School.
Lakeswar Middle English School.

Pagla Middle English School.
Lalchandra Middle English School.

. Sachyani Middle English School.

. Rashgobinda Middle English School.

. Khurma Middle English School.

. Bisweswari Middle English School.

. Chandranath Middle English School.
13. Madhab Chandra Middle English School.

=
)

T
o]
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( d)—Y s,
(f‘; - \-.l_ 7 A
/ )—lor want of funds. . .
(£) & (#)—The matter will be considered, whenever funds permit.

Appnintments of Headmasters and Assistant Headmasters in Government
Schools

Srijut GHANASHY A M DAS asked

105, (a) Isita fact that recently it has been un{ili.:‘('l in the -'f‘s'.\r!!_n Gazette that
POone but persons belonging to certain special communities should apply for the vacan-
Cles in the posts ol the Headmaster and Assistant Headmaster of Government Schools ?

(&) If so, why ?

.
-

The Hon’ble Khan Bahaduyr Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied

105, (a)-Yes. e
(h)—10o remove the existing under-representation in the class I and clagg 11
of Assam School Service posts of those communities. ) .

TSrijut BELIRAM DAS - With regard to reply to (,}_u(‘slmn‘ No.105 (&
know why tie members of the Scheduled Castes were excluded from these appoint-
ments ? T'he Gazette notification referred only to the Tribals and the Muslims,

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Their turn wijjj
€ome next.  The Assam Valley Scheduled Castes are not so xnu?h 1mdt‘1‘~_l‘t‘13resented,
but the Surma Valley Scheduled Castes are so, and their cases will be considered,

), may I

Rural Health Inspectors’ peons

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked:

106. (a) Are Government aware that in the absence of peons or merdlc:ine carriers,
the Rural Health Inspectors cannot carry sullicient medicines, and other requisites ¢,
the outlying centres of distribution ? _ i

(6) Do Government propose to appoint peons for Rural Health Inspectors »

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

106. (a)—The duties of Rural Health Insl?c.ct'm‘s are n]@llly' Supervisory
advisory and they do not normally carry any medicines apart (rom Cholera V
and Phagc’ and Vaccine Lymph. Even the necessity fo_r carrying considerahble
of these, only arises during outbreak of epidemics in which case, temporary p
be sanctioned to cope with the situation as occasion demands. -

(6)—With further knowledge of the working of the reé-organisation scheme it
will be examined whether peons will be necessary for the Rural Health Inspectors,

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that durip
the recent malaria epidemic in the Karimganj subdl_wsaon, the Rural Health Inspectm«s
had to carry concentratcd quinine mixture to outlying centres themselves ?

T'he Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: 1 hat may be so, Sir, d
mics.

and
accine

aAMountg
€ons cap

uring times of epide.

e

TSpeech not correc ted.
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" .

3abu RABINDRA NA'T '

every centre there was a (-.:\m] I,I;.:-\])I FYA: s the Hon'ble Mimster auvare Ehit

be carried on account f)f'1i b "Il f”“l that suflicient amount ol quinine mixture could not
5 ¢ the absence of any carrving agency for these he vth centres ;

]. }lC II‘J11 IJIL \]]5) -‘5[— L\] ] ] . ( ot Cq
a¥L . f 1 )[; 4 g ¢ .
SaAI( ‘ 01l Oi I'J()E'ig ()i t 0 . ;\\ [[ |}lfl| })f S J_ L y . ”]I(] ll.l\'f COIT] tll) i

Babu RABINDRA NATF TV

often in times of r-Did(f’r\ng\:-..’\.] Hl ADITYA : Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that very
L — disir.lf'(:(:[aﬁtsr ‘(‘lc'“a‘;:f‘t( ‘l’ﬂ”fl‘ occasions, sterilising apparatus, anti-malarial
A stati(;ns,? .y . to be carried by these Health Inspectors themselves Lo

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : That may be so, Sir, during epidemics.

there is
eftec-

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA

i ] 2N . - Do not Government req lise thi

et i . J ) E : ? / Vel nt realise that

tivclsj_:l?y or a pcon, so that the Health Inspectors may discharge their duties
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN 1

o e £10 : L . NN : In reply to Questi No.100

fWIth- IL.lcllthL; . l}\n.owlrfd;_{t: .Uf the working of [t]u: r(::;:'w;l;i;;ati‘r,n‘n ;lzlu-mt'

examined whether peons will be necessary for the Rural Health Inspectors
3abu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister

decision shortly ?
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: ‘The question is being examined.

(f,), [ have S:li(l
it will be

come to a

" 54 - 7
ents according to population and communal ratio, in Kamrup and

Appointm
Goalpara Districts

Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF asked

nent showing—
astes, Tribals
hdivision 3
bdivisinns of

107 (a) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a stater
S o }23) the FOta](J_I)Ol?Ulfllqul of Muslims, Caste Hindus, Scheduled G
and of othersin the districts of Kamrup and Goalpara, subdivision by su
(i1) the arca of land each community holds i - different

e o CliBtricH ; y holds in the different su
(iii) the amount of Jocal rates paid by cach of the co

(iv) The number of clerical o 1T
_ posts distributed amongst differ
in the offices of the Deputy Commissioners of these two  district
subdivision ;
d'ff (v) the {lgmbcr of posts of Mandals and Kanungocs Aistributed
ifferent communities subdivision by subdivision of the above two districts 3
. (v¢) The number ol clerks and Mandals appoi pent communi.
ties by the Deputy Clommissioners of these two district 1 1937 (to be

mmunities ;
ent communities

S, gubdivision by

amongs

nted from differe
s since lst Apr

shown year by year and subdivision by subdivision) ;
(vii) The percentage of appointments which the Muslims are entitled to ip
the above mentioned two districts ?
ents in the aforesaid S€IVICEs ip

(b) 1s it a fact that the recent appointm

Kamrup have disturbed the communal ratio to the d q interest ?

etriment of Musliz

‘The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied

107. (a) (3)—A statement 2

. . 2 sh = B i il ( >

sion of labourers resident on tea f:(::.:z:::a% ti};(gilgur‘i;’ ‘i’i the Census of 1
4 iven below :—

941, after exclu-
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Stalemrnt <howinz the population of various commuunities in the districts of Kamrup und Goalpara

Kamrup district Goalpara district
Communitics S TR s T
Gauhati ' B: wrpeta lotal for the Dhubri Goalpara Total for the
»1:':-.,1\.1 ion i subdivision ‘ district subdivision | subdivision district

Scheduled Castes .| 17,153 | 11,707 58,920 0,037 14,369 23,406
Other Hindus b i 163,091 174,052 037,143 102,493 87,067 279,560
Muslims ! 144,623 222,716 % 367,339 337,026 131,708 468,734
Tribals (Plains) : 132,808 42,705 ‘ 175,603 117,420 42,790 160,210
Tribals (Hills) o 10,065 i 10,065 3,055 20,526 23,581
Ahoms .. . 538 .. 538 ..
Indian Christians .. 034 48 082 115 87 202
Sikhs e it 37 1 38 25 17 42-
Jnins .. . 603 .. 603 280 117 406
Buddhists .. B 373 18 391 311 7 378
Others (including 128 - 128 16 s 16

Europeans, Anglo-

Indians, Jews, Par-

sces, other Christ-

ians & others un-

classified).

(17) and (#if)—~The information is not available and is not likely to be obtain-
able with any accuracy, whatever labour may be expended to obtain it.

(iv) to (vi)—-"The information is not available, and would take a great deal
of time to collect.

(vif)—29-23 per cent. in Kamrup and 46°57 per cent. in Goalpara.

(b)—Government have no reason to suppose so, but before enquiring on the
point would be glad to know more specifically what recent appointments are meant
by the hon. Mcmber.

Extra Assistant Commissioners appointed since 1937

Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF asked:

108. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) The number of Extra Assistant Commissioners appointed since 1st April
1937 ¢

(b)) How many of them were appointed by promotion from the Junior Civil
Service cadre ?
(¢) Whether Government " propose to promote a fair percentage of Sub-

Deputy Collectors to the rank of Extra Assistant Commissioners in
future ?
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sit MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

108. (@)—22 permanent and 40 temporary. Out of the Officers appointed five
are no longer in service,

(6)—Eight permanent and two temporary,

(c)—It is Government’s policy to promote a fair percentage to the vacancies
and this is followed out on each occasion of recruitment.  Of the temporary appoint-
ments mentioned, it is to be noticed that cight of the appointments were of re-cmployed
Officers made with the object of not losing their experience at a time of stress, 22 were
of temporary recruitments from the Bar for the purpose of providing for special and
temporary requirements in the courts, and one was a Provincial Service Ofhicer from
Burma for a special need.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : With regard to Question No. 108 (&), the reply
is ‘¢ ecight permancnt and two temporary”. May I enquire whether thereis  not a
good number of Sub-Deputy Collectors who are enjoying first class and  summary
powers and discharging their dutics efficiently ? _

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The reasons, why
more Sub-Deputy Collectors could not be promoted, have been given in details in reply
to Question No. 108 (¢), where I mentioned, ¢ of the temporary _appointments
mentioned, it is to be noticed that eight of the appointments were of  re-employed
Officers made with the object of not losing their experience at a time ol stress, 22 were
of temporary rccruitments from the  Bar for the purpose of providing for special
and temporary requirements in the courts, and one was a Provincial  Service Officer
from Burma for a speccial need . So, as many as 31 of these appointments 'hn(l to
go to these special classes of officers, and out of the balance, promotion cf  ejght
permanent and two temporary officers from the Junior Civil Service, gives the
Service a decent proportion of promotion. o

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Isit not the present policy of Government to
recruit some Extra Assistant Commissioners {rom the Bar ? . .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Arc Government aware that tll.cr(: arc some Sub-
Deputy Collectors who are B.Ls., and are discharging their duties w1th'L:fﬁ(:1cncy- ?

‘The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : There are some

with B.L. qualification. . .
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Will Government please take 1nto considera-

tion their cases at the time of promotion ? )

Tha Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : "'lhc cases of al]
suitable incumbents of the Junior Civil Service, if they are of a certain standx_ng, are
always considered by the Public Service Commission, who make recommendations  for
promotion. _ . ' |

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it not a fact that a Resolution was adopted by
the House with Amendments of Maulavi Magqbul Hussain Chaudhury that a ﬁx_cd quota
of promotion be given to the Sub-Deputy Collectors who are found fit and cfﬁcmn_t ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The policy of
Government under me has always been to see if direct and promoted officers can e
recruited on a filty fifty basis.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : 1In reply to Question No. 108 (a), I ﬁnd: that 29
permanent and 40 temporary Extra Assistant Commissioners have b_ccdnt recruited
since 1st April 1937. May I enquire whether Government have in minc to put the
temporary officers on a permanent basis if they are found fit ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADU_LLA:
cannot formulate any policy with regard to the permanent absorption of these tempq.
rary officers, for, under the orders of the Government of India, we have to keep a cer-
tain percentage ol posts temporary to see whether any of the demobilised Army Officers
can be absorbed after the war is over., .

Coml\rgﬁgggzér?]?DUR RAHMAN :  Does it not include the pleader Extra Assistant
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUBAMMAD SAADULLA :  Yes, Sir.

Government



_—

T

-

—

e rme—

1941) COMPLAINTS RE QUESTIONS LEFT UNANSWERED 1099
Re Dhubri-Kachugaon Road
Srijut JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL asked :

109. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether they are aware that the Dhubri-Kachugaon Road is the most
important road in the western part of the district of Goalpara ?

5) The condidon of the said road as described in the inspection note of the
Commissioner of Divisions while he last visited the Local Board oflice at

Dhubri
(¢) Whether Government propose to take over the charge of the road for its
proper maintenance ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY ‘replicd :

109. (a)—It is one of the important roads in the western part of Goalpara district.
I
(b)— The portion of road between Tamahat and Paglahatis reported by the
Commissioner to be in a very bad state.
(€)= There is no proposal to take back the road under the Public Works De-
partment. But the question of giving increased grants to the Local Board to maintain
these roads in proper condition is under consideration,

Complaints re Questions left unanswered during the Session

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 sent notices of about 2&? to 26
(-?,Lu:stidns. but up till now only two Questions have been answered, and there is very
little hope that the remaining Questions will gbe answered on the 23rd. RI_ay I know
from the Hon'ble Premier whether these  Questions are intended to be replied, and if
they are not replied in this Session whether the replies will be sent to my residence ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 do not know to
which Department my hon, Friend’s Questions relate. Do they relate to the Depart.

ments concerning myself ?

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: Some ol them do.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Well, Sir |
remember to have drafted replics to some Questions, and if they are not replied withip
this Session, [ will see that the replics are sent to his home address, as desired by him,

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: I submitted « set of Shovt Notice Questions
regarding the appointment of some Regional Controllers under the Provincial Motor
Transport Clontroller.  The advertisement was for candidates with engineering quali-
fications, but I understand one pleader has been appointed. May 1 know from the
Hon’ble Premicr whether he has accepted those Questions and will answer them ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Questions have been disallowed, as the Hon’ble
Premier informed us that there was not sulflicient time to collect the information
wanted.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: That could be done over the telephone.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: T have already
tried but could not get the figures. The time is too short for replying to those Questions
in this Session.

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I refer to Questions ?
On the 31st October, last, T tabled a list of Unstarred Questions, which I conceive were
fairly important, on the subject of hydro-electricity.  These were admitted accordin
to a letter, I received on November 8th. But they are not yet tabled. The other dag
the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of the subject was pleased to say that he would see tha}t'
they are answered sometime towards the end of the Session. Now as Thursday wil]
be the very end of the Session, may I know when they will be answered ?
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*Mr. C. W. MORLEY : I have some, dat=d the Ist of October, Sir.

*The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: Sofar as the Questions of
Mr. Blennerhassett arc concerned, I may tell him and I have already told him  that
the Questions will, T hope, come during the Session.  We took some time in consulting
our Technical Adviser and therefore there was this delay. I hope the replies  will
come up but if the replies do not come then I am prepared to send him  the
replies.

*Mr. F. W. BL[LN:\TI,I(]I"&SS]JI'I I would have tiked #o et the l'l'])“('h in the
House.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Probably with
regard to Short Notice Questions, Mr. Blennerhassett refers to the Question about  the
Bengal Government prollibiting despatch of cotton cloth. I have drafted replies to
those only YCStcrdaY' I think, they will come up next day.  Our Controller ot Chtton
Cloth was not in the Province, and he returned only two days back and immediately
submitted his note and I have drafted replies.

#*Mr. C. W. MORLEY : My Questions were dated the 1st of October, with
regard to rice and paddy detailed returns.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 do not
remember to have received from my office the Questions of Mr. Morley.,  Even it ]

hone to my office today, I do not think there will be time to reply to them on
the 23rd.

*Mr. C. W. MORLEY : I will see the Secretary afterwards. ‘

*Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY : I sent aset ol Starred
Questions about a month ago,_rf:lating to C('.ri‘ain replies, giv«:n by the Hon’ble Premier
during the last November Session.  The replies are not coming as yet.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : i I W«)L_l](.l request hon. .\I:'mlmr_s to wait for a (.]ny,
sogiaet T Questions come up for replies on [Ilt:_: fl.'ir'd, lh;}l is, the last day of the
Session. On the 23r_d we shall have a ver. heavy list of Questions to be :II_I:R\V:fl'cicl .'m‘d
there is no us¢ mentioning all these facts now, because even if the Mnusl,(f:.\ send their
replies today to us _it will not I.)c ])0551}‘)1(: to table these _()vu(:sllc'm:‘; on the .'_.31.'(713 because
we shall have to print the replies and it will not be r[?nssnblc to print the rcplw;.s and to
make them available to the House by t_hc 23rd. The rcphcs. rccc_w:,-d ztl}caQX are
being printed. So, on the 23rd there will be a very hecavy list of Questions to  he
answered by the Hon’ble Ministers.

tement by the Hon’ble Speaker regarding granting of permission for
abse?::eefrom Assembly Meetings by certain Members of the Legislative

Assembly. ' . . _ ‘
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now, the House will take up consideration of “the
uestion of granting p.crmlssion for absence from the meetings of the Assam L’»‘glsln-
Assembly as applied for by some Members. ) | !
1 am now to ask th(_a hon. Members of the House to consudcr _the question  of
granting permission of absence from meetings of the Legislative Assembly 44
2oplied for by the following hon. Members : — e
e 1. Mr. Purna Chandra Sarma, Member representing the Nowgong (North-East)

Constituency. ) ) :
Gcnezraer. Garveswar Barua, Member representing North-Lakhimpur General  Congyj.

tive

tueng:'/. Mr. Rajendra Nath Barua, Member representing Golaghat (North) Genepp)

stituency. : . e
Con 1 Mr.yjogendra Chandra Nath, Member representing Goalpara (South-East)
General Constituency. |

The hon. Members are aware that the question that I shall put before the Hoyge
is to be' VOted UPOI’I Wlthout anY debate. T}lc Circumstances I.ll‘ld(:r WIIIC]I th(i'sc ]]_Dn-
Members were unable to attend the past four Sessions of the Assembly, and one of

S — Ll SRR |

—

- ——

*Speech not corrected.
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them, namely, Mr. Purna Chandra Sarma is still unable to ;1’tl‘('nd lhc. present Session,
are well kitosvn to all the hou. Members ol the llnusv., lhvscch'cumst;}nccs were
and arc still admittedly beyond their (';\n“‘(.)l. Mr. Purna  Chandra Sarma was
in detention under the Defence of India Rules, SINCE the 23rd August, 1942, Messrs.
Sarveswar Barua and Rajendra Nath Barud since the Tth and 8th September 1942,
respectivelv. under the same Rules, and though they have been released from prison
are still under  restrictions put on their ”'”\-f.m(.ms \Thwh W (h:c“md to be
restrictions under the Restriction  and Detention’ Ordinance NU‘“.I of 1944, Mr.
Jorendra Chandra Nath has stated that he could not ull(.‘nd the first two Sessions
covering 35 davs, held in November 1942 and March 1943 - ]}" was unavoidably
awav from home at the time and that during the _];mt‘ two Sessions he was in jail
undergoing imprisonment under the Defence of l“fh'.“ Rules. Their applications are
dated respectively the 12th March, 1944, 19th April,’ 10'1:1'-' 8th and 10[!1 November,
1944. T'he applications of these hon. Members, contain st‘;ucl.n('nrs f“ the circum-
stances under which thev could not attend the past four hyssmns ql .thc Assembly,
Mr Purna Chandra Sarma has informed me that he sought for permission to attend

the present Session, but that this was not granted by Government. I do not know
what action Government have taken since the request made the other day on the
floor of the House in connection with an Adjournment  Motion for permitting
Mr. Purna Chandra Sarma to attend the remaining period of the current Session.
The reading of these letters would take a considerable ‘time of the House. The
requircments of Regulation 1 (d) of Appendix 5 to the Assembly R‘ulcs which is a
Repgulation framed by me is complied with by \_\'h:u [ have stated before the House.
I therefore dispense with the formalities of reading these letters. .

Havine regard to all these facts, therefore, 1 have worded the question to be put
before the House in the following terms i— ;

«[hat this Assembly do permit the following hon. Members ol the Assam Legis-
lative Assembly to be absent from the meetings ol Eh(‘-. Assembly tor the period l'r:ml
the 12th day of November, 1942 until the date on which the March, 1944 Session of
the Assembly was prorogued :— j

1. Mr. Purna Chandra Sarma.

2. Mr. Sarveswar Barua.

3. Mr. Rajendra Nath Barua.

4. Mr. Jogendra Chandra Nath.” !

Mr. Purna Chandra Sarma has also asked for permission to remain absent from
all mectings of the Assembly that will be held in future. Unless Government P(‘Al‘mit.
Myr. Purna Chandra Sarma to attend the remaining period of the current  Session ans
he actually attends it, I also propose to put the following question :—

«I'hat this House do also permit Mr. Purna Chandra Sarma to be absent fror
the November 1944 Session and all future Sessions of the Assembly which may bn
held hereafter during the continuance of the restriction imposed upon  his mOVCInents

for the reasons stated in his application.”
I am putting the questions now.

The question is: ;
«“T'hat the Assembly do permit the following hon. Members of the Assam Legisly
s -

tive Assembly to be absent [rom the meetings of the Assembly for the period fy
the 12th day of November, 1942 until the date on which the March 1944 Sessio om
the Assembly was prorogued — n of

1. Myr. Purna Chandra Sarma.

2. Mr. Sarveswar Barua.

3. Mr. Rajendra Nath Barua.

4. Mr. Jogendra Chandra Nath.”

The question was adopted.

Then I put the next question.

The question is:

««That this House do also permit Mr. Purna Chandra Sarma to t;e .

) . e e L . bse i

the Novcmbe: 1944 Session and all luture Sessions of the Assembly which n;la;rolr)r;
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held hereafter during the continuance of the restriction imposed upon his movements
for the reasons stated in his application.”

The question was adopted,

I see that three of the four hon, Members who have.sought leave of the House
for their absence for these long periods under circumstances  beyond their  control
are present in their scats. They are hereby informed accordingly of the decision of
the House that they arc to continue to be Members of this hon. House.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : Mr. Speaker, Sir. [ rise to offer our sincere
thanks to you and through you to the hon. House for kindly condoning our
absence. In this connection, 1 wopuld also draw your attention to the fact that other
Members, I mean, Messrs. ["z:khtuddin Ali Ahmed and Mahadev Sarma also applied
to you and through you to the House lor similar permission. I know that they made
such applications on the same day as I made, namely, on the 8th  of March, 1943,
Those applications were withheld in the same way as my application was withheld.
[ had an opportunity to send a copy of the application to you after I was released on
the 18th March. ‘Their applications have been intercepted or  withheld in the same
way. Therefore, I beg of you and through you of the House to consider their
applications as well.

PF The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  When these would reach us, they will certainly
se placed before the House for consideration.

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Mr. Speaker, Sir. 1 thank you and the
won. House i1or the consideration that has been shown to our applications.  But
beg to draw your attention to onc matter. Sri‘jul_ Krishna Nath Sarmah, who
s still in jail, and myself during the last Budget Session, sent you our avplications
hrough the Superintendent of the Jorhat Jail. I think those applications might have
yeen held up in the Inspector General of Prisons’ office.  So, if you kindly cul% for the
pplications through the Department cml;(':f:rncd. it will be apparent .ll.lfu we did apply
ong ago. Along with us our friends Srijut Bishnu Ram Mcdl_u, Srijut Gmeo Kumz&r
das and Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma also sent their applications intimating to you their
lesire to attend that Session. I think these applications also met the same fate in the
sffice of the Inspector General ol Prisons. Those applications may also be called for

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Now, the hon. Members must have
oticed that this hon. Housc is indulgent c¢nough to grant leave to the
\on. Members who had Dbeen absent and  who have bccn. still .:rllJSCIlt
or reasons bevond their control. Under the Restriction Order No. 111 of 1944, it may
se that the applications of some ol the hon. Members who are in detention have been
withheld and so they have not reached our hands. But havmg_rcgard to the fact that
whenever applications arc received by us they are placed before the House for their
~onsideration, there is no reason to be at all worried on the score ol their applications
not having been as  yet received by us. Some cof the apphcat:ons_ m_lght hav_c been
withheld ; but after release from jails the hon. Mcmbcrs who are st}ll in detention an_d
whose applications have been withheld will be entitled to apply again and whgn their
applications will be received, certainly this House will be given an opportunity to

consider those applications favourably.

ed Scheduale* of authorised expenditure in

: ticat
bresentation of . Anthen:t y Demands for Grants for 1944-45,

relation to Supplementr

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN G‘HAUDHURI : Mr._ Spealfcr, S_ir. I
beg to present the Authenticated Schedule of authorised expenditure in relation to
Supplementary Demands for Grants for 1914-45.

*See Appendix I.
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Further discussion on the Motion? K¢ the Food-grains Procurement Policy
of the Government of Assam.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Now, the debate on the Motion tabled by
Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhuri on the Food-grains Procurcment Policy of the Govern-

ment of Assam is to be resumed.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER :  Mr. Speaker, Sir., I am grateful to Mr. _Al)dul Bari
Chaudhury for having brought this Motion and also for Government having accepted
this debate.  We heard  vesterday  a more outspoken criticism of Government than on
any occasion during the last five vears. 1 think this is a tribute to the i:}'lpm‘t;_mcc of
this subject of procurement. It is undoubtedly the most important s'u!)_]cct discussed
this Session and far more important than raising the AMembers' and i\IllllS[t’:l‘S" salaries.
The fact that the subject was raised by a private Member supports tl)v view whi_ch 1
put forward several davs ago that there should be more opportunity given to private
Members  to debate '}m],[ip business during Sessions. This subject 1s {111p0:‘§3.11t not
only now but is going to remain important, hecause the (’m\'vrmm‘n_l f)t llldl.a have
declared unequivocally that rationing and organised procurement of fm.)d-gr;u}ls will
probably last for 5 years. Any onc who ponders the ;\Tilitn‘r,\' situation will realise that
there can be no prospect of anyv import of rice {rom Burma IO-I' at ‘Iv:lst 4 IO_ 5 vears ‘:III'd
as the import of rice from Burma conditions the prosperity of the cultivators of this
Province. there is no need for me to underline its importance further.

I have alwavs understood that the Prime Minister, in appo-inting Members of the
Legislative Assembly as Government Agents, was making an experiment. I do not think
that he ever had anv very high hopes about this experiment  (laughter) which, in the
opinion of this Group, and, I trust, in the opinion of other Groups in this House, has
ended in complete disillusionment. .

We heard vesterday many allegations against these Agents and the critics took no
pains to disguise their view that in condemning the Agents they were also condemning
the Ministry of the day. It matters to me very little whether the allegations are wholly
true or only largely true.  The important peint is that th.t‘, majority of the people in the
Surma Valley believe these allegations and will go on l)(‘.lI(‘.\"llig'iht'rn to be true. It is
not sufficient, Sir, for procurement to be cllective and cﬂmtmrn. It has got to seem
effective—and obviously effective—to  the public generally. T'herefore,  whatever
improvement this Syndicate may bring about by their own efforts or by Government
compulsion the damage has been done. The impression in the pubhc. mind that the
operation of these Agents is bound up with graft and money-making, will remain and

nothing that these Agents can now do is going fo undo that impression. Therefore,

the only thing Government can do is to end thi.s experiment and l.iquidate this
Syndicate. There are distressing features  about this experiment.  During the last 5
vears ol Assembly work I have seen no more humiliating spectacle than Members of the
Legislative Assembly being accused of malpractices. The Government of India Act
recognises the healthy tradition that Members of  the chlslﬂturc_ shall not hold
any office of profit under the Crown. Section 69(1), Sir, 1s quite clear.
If he secks any office of profit under the Crown in India he shall be disquali-
fied from being chosen as a Member of the Provincial Assembly. The dignity of
the House, of which you, Sir, are the able custodian, requires all Members to
observe that tradition. The Assembly cannot afford to have its Members starting
amateur trading companies. If there are any Members who gamble in the people’s
food, they must expect and they will also deserve the rough handling they recei-
ved vyesterday.

My Friend Mr. Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury, who, I hope, is still my Friend
though™ he isa member of the Syndicate, lamented yesterday that his brother Mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly had, to use his own quaint expression, refused to
stretch out their hand to help him and reproached the Khan Sahib and my hon.

1¢“This Assembly is of opinion thar the food-grains procurement policy of the Government of Assam
be taken into consideration’,
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Comrade Karuna Sindhu Roy with this refusal.  Why should Mr. Maqbul Hussain

Chaudhury expect that Mecmbers would help him in this commercial transaction
the same rough

If ﬂ”l(:}’ had done so 1}1cy were m(:rf'f‘y' l:lyin:; themselves open Lo

handling that the Government Agents received vesterday and it would have been

most unwise of them to do so. But at the same time, Sir, we must be fair to
no Syndicate, with or without the assistance

this Syndicate. In 1944 conditions
of qualificd Members of the Legislativ
ful procurement job in the Surma

e Assembly, could possibly have done a success-
Vallev. ‘T'ransport, storage capacity and  the

curious behaviour of Bengal Government were all against them. The only satis-
faction Mr. Maqbul Hussain and Mr. Abdur Rahman have, is the fact that  they
were unlucky pioneers and have shown by therr mistakes just  what pitfalls Go-

vernment should avoid in 1945.

I suggest, Sir, the lessons need to be  thoroughly learnt  and I support the
demand made in several of the amendments for an  enquiry committee.  1f the
enquiry committee is to do any good at all, it should report quickly and therefore
I would suggest that the Chairman of the Public Service Commission and the Member,
Revenue Iribunal should jointly enquire into the operations of  the  Government
Agents in the Surma Valley in 1944 and report by the Ist January, 1945 on the
methods they rccommend for 1945.

Maximum and minimum prices have been discussed.  The
Prime Minister has shown how difficult itis to fix a fair minimum price. If,

however, procurcment is efficiently done, there is no need for a minimum  price,
Government Agents must mean a price which

because vigorous buying by eflicicnt

tends to reach the maximum price as has happened in the Assam Valley during

the whole of 1944. 1 find myself in the anomalous position of advocating th;.

end of a procurement systern which, with the collapse of prices in the Surma
lakhs of rupees per

Valley, has saved the Tea Industry an expenditure  of 5
month cnmpzn'ed with the gardens 1n the Assam Valley. If procurement js

done in a faulty way and with insuflicient storage, there is much to be said for
a minimum price. The minimum, h_|owcvcr._ has to be a guml_(lc;zl ]azss than the
figure my Iriend Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury proposed, for if youfix a high
minimum the result will be that all the cultivators will rush to put their grain
on the market atone and the same time. It is quite impossible for Government
or any agent to provide cither storage or transport to deal with all the sellers
offering their grain simultancously. Procurement can only be successful if substantial
cultivators have confidence in the procurement plans and are prepared  to  hold
some of their stocks for a pricc which is  better than the minimum. As the

Aditya observe, success depends on the cultivator

Hon’ble Prime Minister and Mr.
holding some of his stock on Government account agamst an instalment of cash

paid by Government. The minimum must not be such an attractively high price
that the cultivator’s main desire is to unload the whole of his stock on to

Government. .
My own view is that the safest course is to make an efficient procurement
price is not nccessary. If, however, Government

plan so that a minimum or floor L _
are determined to make in 1945 another experiment on the 1944 lines, then 7
must advocate for next year what I advocated for this vyear, namely, a floor

price.

The Tea Industry has been asked to help. In the first place gardens haye
begun to lay in large stocks and I hope that this will strengthen the ptice. The
Hon’ble Prime Minister has referred to gardens with large resources of thatch and

dens which have large stocks noyy,

bamboo. Unfortunately there are not many gar
and those that have are seldom near the Railway. Nevertheless, I am  certaip

that there are gardens that will help in putting  up kutcha  storage godowns
C}):her }gar}?egi cou}d build on Government account pucca godowns more (]UiCkI):
than the ublic Works I)epartmcm il Governiment could get the cement and thC

iron work,

Hon 'ble
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Vi I"ill.-.liw.-. I hope Government's next venture in  procurement for the Surma
'l'l""', will be with proved men and proved methods,  The Hon'ble Prime Minister
}‘|‘ g y ' H } “ . . -
1013 claim that the Surma Valley is a
his critics were wrong. The working
L_ri[i(.;u\'l‘l'IHI|r'||l Avents in 1941 I-:.;: |tl|l|h‘l‘ shown how cumplct_cly wrong the
Cve Cs werc. | hope that for 1945 there will be a new plan which will mop up
. oIy surplus grain in the Surma Valley at prices attractive to the cultivator., I
AmM ag certain of my conclusion as the Prime Minister is certain of his facts—and
lny‘ Gover ment  will have to procure ecvery surplus
cfliciently it hardship on a large scale is going

Sur shown with his usual skiil that his
u['lmus area, was absolutely correct and that

conclusion is that in 1945
Brajy . :
1 and distribute that surplus

to be avoided. i
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I extend my heartfelt thanks to

\' Whittaker, the Leader of my hon. Friends tomy right for his &lLl\’oc;IL:y of the
CAuse, as he has expressed - before this august House and auracted the attention of the
on. Members,  He recommended that alter calculation of the ,\‘ul‘pll‘lsi stock in the
SUrma Valley, Government should appoint proved persons as agents. Sir, every child
of the soil knows who are proved persons, Are not Messrs. Steel Brothers and Co.
Proved persons ? - .

Sir, it is unfortunate that my hon. Friends who are within this House have not
cared (o take any information as to what isgoing on in the other valley, I would
Urge upon them and beseech them to have a look into the Government file and
ascertain for the mselves how the things are going on in the Assam Valley.

Now, as regards the procurement policy ot Government, 1y hon. Fns:nd Maulavi
Abdul Bari Chandhury has been kind enough  to move this Motion only with a view to
ay allegations against the Agencies which were appointed by (_?0\*(:1‘mncnt. Let me
8ay only a few words and allow me to disclose what has been larking in the mind of my
riend.” Maulavi Abdul Bari Ghaudhury oflercd himsell to be a partner it} the Eastern
dengal and Assam Commercial Syndicate. One day when I was sitting  with
.Mf'-liin()(lc Behari Dutta at Sylhet, he demanded to know why he lxaFi not been included
In the Syndicate and whether we would include him. §1;1ul;1\'1 Magbul Hussain

haudhury was present there.  He did not speak but I said “Mz. Bari when we are
thcvt:, we shall make full consideration about you’. But any way, my soothing words
did not please him and he left the place in an angry mood. Then only after a week
he submitted a petition to His Iixcellency the Governor and sent copy ol 1t to various

quarters. 7 B
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : It is untrue, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : 1t is fully true, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : It is a lie......

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Order, order. Maulavi Abdul Bari Gha’udhury
will have a right to speak afterwards. ) :

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Then, Maulavi Mabarak Ali submitted a petition
to the Hon’ble Premier with a request for granting him agency for his own Subdivision,
The petition is, I think, lying with the Hon'ble Premier or it may be lying with the

Supply Secretary. : i
Now, with regards to malpractices and other allegations, I_should. only say that they
have all come from those hon. Members who are disappointed in this matter. I
emphatically deny them and say that none ol the hon. Members who have spoken up
till now, could cite any instance that malpractice was adopted in the purchase. I can
instance of malpractice in our works and

openly challenge them to point out a single )
that we refused to make full payment lor the goods that were delivered to the

godowns. '
s Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY : It is absolutely true,
ir !

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : My hon. Friend Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta
Chaudhury categorically says it 15 absgolulely true”. I know his case—how he got
the best help of Maulavi Naziruddin. Even without giving delivery of commodities he
got full payment of them. 1 have got mnumerable instances to cite where people
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- - A
their p dedy or to take roods

asked us to make full payment before taking delivery of
from their godowns. Is it possible for us, Sir, 1o go from village to village o take
delivery of the paddy and rice ? The terms of the aprecment are not such.  We are
to receive the commoditics which are delivered 1o the vodowns e alter de livery
are to make full payment of the stufl,

Sir, I may narrate how the agitation was started.  Sinee Maulavi Abdul Bayj
was dis:tppﬂintr'd, he I;t'im; a leader of N:ational War ront moved from ;Il:en-
to place organising public meetings. < Comrade activities” in the Surma Valley
are well known to the hon. Members of the House and most of the communist people
come from the Sunamganj subdivision. These people took  advantage ot Maalavi
Abdul Bari’s attitude and joincd hands with him.  The caltivators are dissatished with
the present rate of paddy and rice and we also could not bhuy all the surplus goods for
want of godowns. All these factors agitated the  people and  comrades availed  of
this opportunity. Our purchase of rice and paddy for the company in H.‘ll;ig;.—mj
came to the neighbourhood of 4 lakhs of maunds, and from my  personal knowledge
I can say that there is still surplus of 4 or 5 lakhs of maunds.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Is that ““Buro” paddy ?

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : 'There are ““Aus”,

Sir, another feature for which people of my subdivision is crying, is non-
acceptance on the part  of  Government of the Aus paddy which h.w‘urn\\‘n by
lakhs of maunds. I had had to send representations alter representations to Government
asking to allow us to accept Adus paddy but we had been refused.  Government’s

we

and “Amon"’ ]).’l(l(l\'.

view is that this paddy cannot be stored because it is perishable. 1t was very recently,
just before 1 left for shillong  to attend the Session of the Asscinbly, that I received
a letter from the Sccretary, Supply Departinent, permitting  us to purchase  Aus

paddy only for disposal and not for slnring. We are despatching paddy and rice to
Bengal only. But Governiment have dirccted us not o m:.n:l any Auws paddy to
Bengal, which the Bengal (;‘nyt:rt!rm-m do not accept. 'hus Government do not allow
us to purchasc Aus paddy which is grown in abundance. N

Sir, we have been charged with profiteering but I am sorry, Sir, no specific allega.
tions have been made by any Member.  Rather I can cite hundreds of instances wl‘mr(-
it will be seen that the growers who delivered the goods direct 10 the godowns received
the full value of the goods.  Mr. l‘::lf'un:’l .'%Inrlhu Roy mentioned of once incident
at ‘Nabiganj. Sir, what is that incident ? They say that onc Dr. M. Rahmap
assaulted a man. I have nothing to do with this man_; heis nobody to me.  He
carried on business with the Syndicate for sometime long belore this incident. i
connections with the Syndicate was dispensed with. )

Then, again my Friend Mr. Karuna Sindhu Rny hrought 1n Y't';illlfll’flily an
allegation wherein he mentioned that onc Mr. R. Nandi sent a l‘-‘f“'f"‘m“_] . ﬁ*}“g tlm@
the paddy of some persons arc not being accepted at the Nnup;'n'a Ccnt’rt... VIE. Nm‘u]l
is a cousin of Mr. B. Dutta of the Syndicate. This Noapara Centre was O’I’l""f‘}‘-fl after
the last Puja holidays and it is operating under the Sylhet Sadar DN‘]S{(-)HIGI ‘O];CC? and
as such it has no connection with me. Mr. Nandi appcared belore Mr. B, I)u@m
and demanded for a centre to be opened at Noapara and asked lu:nd_lf; ﬂIJIIN’nn‘t‘ him
(Mr. Nandi) a purchasing agent of that centre. But Mr. B. Dut‘l_n KC::;) 1‘1Lg=u£ on
the ground that people would think otherwise as he was his (t(!u:SJ;'l'- Ml f('lxtt Other
hand Mr. Dutta appointed Mr. S. Ahmed, a pleader as the purc l.‘u'l:]j” ‘/!‘thl' ; He
went over to Noapara and took one small housc and started the ])usmlﬁ_-- - Cr that
Mr. R. Nandi again appeared before Mr. B. Dutta and threatened ]1;111 i‘-ylllng that
~unless he was appointed a purchasing agent there at Noapara, he would no l“; ‘lUW any
shop to be leased out to the company, and as a matter of fact, the houses W‘I.l._L_.l Were
leased out and the documents which were executed could not be taken POssssion  of,
The Syndicate announced the Centre being opened and people bmu!{m ‘h‘_‘“‘ paddy.
But, as Mr. Nandi did not allow the houses to be taken posscession of, no goods were

stored. This matter was reported to the Deputy Com missioner and the Superintendent
of Purchase at Sylhet; the latter went to Noapara and made personal enquitics into the
matter. They warned Mr. Nandi and asked him to put in  possession ol the houge
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the purchasing agent ol the Syndicate, but up till now, [ am told, he has not done so.

'l.hik i.\ the ‘.'."l'!“ hi\-'.v:\ ol the case.

Sir, I am citing another instance how people had been working to l)l;.\(‘kln;u‘k the
Syndicate at Balagani. I came to Shillong probably in July and found certain allegations
published in some papers.  The allegation was to the ciffect that D(‘-UI{]C were made
to put in their signatures on blank cash vouchers form without knowing what value
was paid to them as price of then commodities. A petition s suhl}\l[lcd £ the bctcrc-
tary, Supply Deparanent under the signatures of some people ol the Balaganj arca. T'he
petition was sent to the senior partner of the Syndicate, Mr. B. Dutta and sin‘rcclcd him
agent of Balaganj met those signatories. Ihese signa-

' area.  When they were approached they
said that they did not submit that petition. Thev said that some r:m:;-,zd-:s appr‘nachcd
them and requested them to put in their signatures in a blank paperin support of a peti-
tion which the. were going to submit to the Deputy Commissioner tor better supply of

‘ words put in their signa-

kerosene and salt ; and these simple villagers believins in !]u‘ll‘. P N
tures in vood faitth. The Acent thereupon asked them to submit a petition to the Secre-

tary HH]\[)I\' l)t'p.ll tmeoent to the eftect that these comrade /P:'t_?ﬁ{:‘. on |;l‘|SC pretext, took
their sienatures.  The people agreed to that and acted accordingly. I Iltl}'l)qd}’ cares
to ask Government, 1 am sure, it will be l”"“h“’“‘l readily from GOVCI."“.]cnt file.  Sir,
these arc the things  which are going on in the name nl’prus;tnts’ bt‘pchl._ We heard
that the comrade people were holding mectings  rom place to |)lucc disuading people

not to sell their commeaodities at the present rate.

to report on this. T'he purchasing
tories belongs to various parts ol the Balagan

I went to some villages personally and met people and requested them to  dispose
of their bore paddy at the price then |H‘t‘\':15““f-!'.- b8y R-‘ 5_'5'0 e 111‘('1und. But  the
people told me  that they would not disposc of their paddy because they had
been told that Government were being moved to increase the I‘Z‘llt‘S‘ and  that th(:y
were expecting better price Although 1 warned them that after two months
l]‘lt.‘_\" would not cet that rate, still the pvnplu were unnu‘r\‘vd- ”W‘}' I'CPllCd that
they sold the paddy at this time last year at Rs. 20 to 25 per maund and why _5110u1d
they scll at Rs. 5-5-0 this time ?  But, Sir, all  these ]‘D_t‘OPI_U aré now coming to
us and requesting to take delivery of the paddy which 1s still lying with them.

I have heard some of my Friends now lamenting for the poor (‘.ultivzlt.ors, If
you look into the |)|‘n(‘vv(li|1g3~;-nl‘lllis House of the last seven years you will find,
Sir, who have done much  for the cause ol the poor raiyats. In tha.t respect
I can challenge many ol my Friends here, who are now shedding crocodile tears,
for thesce zu;‘r‘i(‘u]luri.‘qm. I am sorry, Mr. Mookerjee 1s absent. .If he were in
the House I would lLave challenged him  what he l}nd ‘dOI"l(‘- for the {nalaria
aflected people of Baninchonge. Has he remitted a single pice (_‘i the rent he received, in
that area ? 'T'he dumb peasants have no views ol ‘l'h(‘ll‘ own !)ut they are
guided by the intelligentsia. The communist party s out o bring - revolution
and they have chosen this as an opportunity. They want (o start a  masg
agitation. ‘They went to the villages and told the peasants that last vear they used
to get Rs. 20 to 25 per maund [or paddy whereas this year Government had fixed the
price at such a low rate without considering the price of other ~commodities,
However, Sir, in my opinion  the minimum ought to have been fixed at Rs. 10 per
maund for paddy and Rs. 18 prr maund for rice; _:md 1 hold that opinion even now. [
emphatically wee upon Government that it 18 !“Sh time  that ”‘CV_ should fix up the
minimum price of padd at Rs. 10 and that of rice at Rs 18, otherwise there would be
no relief to the poor cultivators. Sir, by jeopardising the interest of the peasants
I will not advocate the cause of the Syndicate to which T belong. T shall be the las€

man to ask for any support {rom Government for the retention of this Agency

I shall be making a big Salaam it T
is that the gentleman with whom 1 have made partnership insists that il I leave

him in the midst of  the secason he will be put  to enormous trouble. (Maulavi

can  be relieved of this. The only difficulty
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Abdul Bari Chaudhury : Leave after earning several  lakhs more.) T am  ready
to t’l‘Zl:I.'le'(Zr my share to my Friend Maulavi .‘\l?!f‘!g Bar (llll.n‘t'i‘lm.l‘-'. | | .

§1r, I would request Government to raise the minimum ;;:ir'r; of paddy and rice
and if Government do not find ways and means to increase the rate it would
be very hard for the peasants of the Provinee, 1 am  stll  of n!)iniull that the
wealth _r)f tl_l(.' .l,]'(JV”]ffft f-nl]x'r-ly d"i”""f“' on the welfare cultivators, because
the I?rovmcc 18 ru:l} only in paddy and rice. There is no big industry in  the
Province and the few, we find, is only a mockery. FEven in the reconstruction
§r.hcmc, we have not heard anvthing “about the establishment of big industries
in the Province. Itis only rice and paddy which are grown in abundance in  the
Province and which are the source of living  of the people. 1 urge upon
Government that they must fix i minimum rate of paddy and rice and  that
should be fixed in consideration of the prices of other necessaries ol life. The
Maulana Sahib the other day was speaking that  the price of  plough and  bullocks
has goﬂcsohigln that it is high time for Government to consider whether  they
should not fix a higher price for rice and paddy. Last night 1 calculated with

a friend of mine the cost of cultivating one bigha of land  and it was found that at
We tound that

least Rs. 28 is nceded to complete the cultivation of one bigha of land.

the peasants arc running their cultivation at a  loss.  The labour 1s  scarce and
the costis high. I am mysclf a poor cultivator ; I have got a small caltivation, but 1
have been discouraged this time as the cost will not be proportionate to the outturn,

considering the cost of labour and other factors,

Now, Sir, I will say a few words about procurcment and our experience as Govern-
ment Agents. What facilitics have Government given us In the terms ol agreement
it was laid down that Government would provide us with a1l facilities and that the
Government Officers will render all co-operation to us.  Buat not to speak of any co-
operation, there is a regular tussle between the Supply Departient and the Executive
Officers. We were placed under the direct control of the Supply Department. At the
beginning we were given the liberty to employ our own procuring agents. But hardly
after two months wc received  direction from  the Additional Deputy Cc.-nmmssioncr,
Mr. Sharpe that we should purchase from the  license-he lders.  Now, Sir, who were
those license-holders ?  Some people were given licenses to operate throughout the
whole district, and these people got their licenses by buying  Delence Bond, etc., at a
cost of Rs.5,000 or Rs.10,000. ‘The license-holders  are business men and hold  good
position. Can any fool think ‘t}mt these intelligent  people will part with their profit
for] our sake ? My hon. Iriend Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury having being

disgruntled, have gonc so far as to allege that we are  making profits through  these

license-holders. -
Then, about the Mauslim League Resolution of Habigany ;
of my side was informed about the meeting which was presided over l_>y ‘M:ml:ma Abdul
Hamid Khan. The President of the Habiganj League was ajso not informed .am:] the
meeting was held just to lower me by my opponents with whom I am not in terms
regarding local political matters.  There was a quarrel over the clection of League
President and I have an anti-party Muslim Jeaguersic (si). _
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hom. Member will please realise that the way jp
which he is delivering his speech

makes it very diflicult to be reported. .

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : I am sorry, Sir, I shall try to be slow. l”lesc are

the facts about the so-called League Resolution at Habiganj. SIT, t'h(? Preirl](bell‘t him-
self was absent, I, the Vice-President, was absent and all my party 1Hr]c d TS were
absent. Even when a man is hanged he is given an opportunity to €€ - I hlm§elf‘.
But this was denied to us. I shall he very much happy if the Hon ble Prime
Minister enquires through some official chavnel and see what is gong on in - my parg
and sec if the Syndicate have indulged in any misdoings. But it is tru¢, We could
T ot take delivery of the whole surplusi paddy which are still lyingin the godowns of the
people for want of space. Now, if we had purchased it, Government would  not have
been able to provide godowns for the seame. 1 had to spend money for _Construction of
houses to store the paddy. T had to send men to Bhairab and Narsingdi for bringing

corrugated iron sheets for the construction of godowns. Private houses also have been

of

- T was then out and none
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taken for use as podowns. Just before the Pujas, people became mad to sell their surplus
paddy. But it was humanly impessible to aceept the whole quantity at a time for want
formed a committee with the leading persons ol the town

the Hindu Mahasabha and

of accommaodation. We
President ol
wtion at Habiganj.

consisting of the President of the Bar Library,
some distinguished lawvers and merchants to help our purchase oper:
We left the thing entirely in their hands to reculate purchase and other matters, I
help the Syndicate in the matter of procurement, and some of
One Babu Benode Lal Roy arranged godowns
and one Mr. R.N. Dhar, plea-

pun']ms:-d ten thousand

requested  them to
them rendered very valuable service.
for 25,000 maunds of paddy on behalt of the Syndicate
der. Chairman, Municipal Board, a man from Nabiganj,

himsell made the payment.
auitation which s malicious and mostly

of the procurcment policy. I
ave in the Syndicate that is
1I'he House may be benefit-
partnership of the Syndi-

maunds of paddy and he

Sir, I have tried to draw a pictare of the
Nobody can deny the defects
fembers of the Legisiature
agitation is against them.
to withdraw (rom the

out of personal j alousy.
hold the view that because some N
the cause of the jealousy. Whole
ed to hear the news that they are ready
cates who are the Government agents.

Mr. F. W. Hl.l".XNl".Rl|.\-“":\'V.'|“|‘Z Fwant to say something and shall take onlv
4 matter of explanation. There are just three points arising

from Mr. Raluran's speech that 1 should like to raise.
The first point is that our Leader, Mr. Whittaker
or blame to anybody in this matter.

two minutes, it 1s just

did not adjudicate, nor did he

He merely said that Members of

heing accused ol things such as they have been accused
thev  should not occupy positions in which they are
He did not praise or blame anybody atall.

advertising agency. We go further ; e

done by Government itself and by Go-

(.-l/:/:!rm\'r‘.)

far as I know, received any
of p;-nductinn of paddy and

apportion praise
this House should be above
during this debate ¢ that
bound to rcceive criticisms.,
The second point is that we are notan
wrement - in the Surma Valley will be
Messrs. Steel Brothers.,
hitherto, as
the cost

hope proct
vernment officers and not by

The third point is that we have not
able statistics trom Government concerning

reli
rice. Will Government be pleased to collect those statistics, make them available
and sce that they are reliable. B

" \h HPL‘”]\'(‘I'. .HH', I Shﬂ.” 1)(‘ betray‘

Miulavi MUZARRAF ALT LASKAR @ 1 ) i
ing the confidence of the pt‘nplt‘ ] pepresent, if 1 [ail to place their grievances before
this hon. House. 'T'he selfish plece of exccutive measure in the shape of Progul-e,ncnt'
Scheme has ruined the existing trade channel and  the peasantry nipfhf‘ country, A
scheme more designing and more sellish has no parallel in history. Lhie PI‘OcuremenL
Agency of Government, .., ‘1‘_" Syndicate would P“E("hnsv e :lnd_paddy at a
price much below ( at almost hall)  the rates fixed by Government, leaving a mal‘gin_
of profit at the cost ol Government either for themselves or their sub-agents. T
control the market they would not readily agree to purchase unless  placated in some
and would too often point out that they have no codown space. It has bt‘cn'

shape 1 )
argued that the Syndicate 1s not responsible for the very low price the cultivators ape
getting, and that the Government licence-holders who make direct purchases are

- but it should be reme mbered that the Syndicate being the

cheating the growers ;

sole and ultimate purchasers, are dictating the rates to these middle men. It may alsq
C

be argued that due to the benevolent policy pursucd by Government, Assam dig
not expericnce any food problem as it was in Bengal 5 but we sl}mlld not fm‘get-_umeSS
conveniently—that Assam s a surplus province so far as paddy is concerned and padqd
is the chicf money crop in my district (i.e. Cachar). There have been complainé
about the bad quality of rice and Government Was supplied with such rice at the ceilipg
price. In October rice was sold at Rs. 6 per maund in Cachar but may I know the ratb
Government had to pay in October for it ? 'The question of bad quality is very oftpe
raised with a motive to reduce the price. 1 Government do not really require arlr}
the qualities and if the Government agents arc unable to accept and accnmmod'ltl
available rice and paddy, what right Government have to ‘t;are;

all the quantity of
export and ban free purchase and sale ?  As soon as ban is imposed on free trade ang
: n
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export, is not Government legally and morally bhonnd to purchase
and quality of food-grains offered for sale 2 Is it not the duty of Government to hnd
out market for the disposal of the surplus paddy and rice which Government or their
agents are not prepared to accept ?

PCOplff came from distant places to sell their paddy or rice and had to wait at the
mercy of the agents for a long time and unless offered favourable term, had 1o return
with their paddy or rice unsold.

As the men in power are interested, protest from all quarters —ofhicia's and
non-officials—and from all public orzanisatons, such as, NMuslim League,  Bar
Associations and the like proved incflective.  District Otheers pointed out how Traud
was I)Cing pt:rp(:lr'n!(:(l on Government and the cpublic,  but, alas ' who would
pay any heed to it against their own interest

Ban on trad- and ban on transport centralied all husiness in the hand of the gentle-
men in power. They found an opportunity to cxploit.  Some hon,  Members ot this
House by their sclfish pursuits have brousht up on us the slor that we this stale
Legislature represent nobody except oursclves.  They have formed o Syndicate with
some Members as active partners and some others as <leeping one, and benamdars. 1t is
said that some of them have proved unworthy of their oath of allegiance and in all Lar-
ness there should he an Ordinance to confiscate all their assets, secured o1 pained since

they have been in power.

Considering the selfish ways of thesc
people would ascribe motive to me or other hon.  Members, who are likely to speak
against the Syndicate. Some may say “Grapes are sour’”,  but I can assure them
may God save me from any such unholy alliance. [ have no (ascination to be a
robber. One who criticises the action of another does not certamnly do so with 2 motive
to exchangc position with one whom he criticises.  Criticisin 1s meant lor mr:r_u]in.t{
methods. There is a strong feeling against these exploiters in the country, .'m(.[ il they
have the courage, with their recent gains, let them face the clectorate.  This is o cha-
Ur:ngr: to prove ‘the publi(: sanction to their action. It is rumoured that one of our
Friends was going to be burnt alive. Such is the pgrowing resentrent of the people
against the association of exploiters. '

It is an association formed te exploit the cultivators with Government capital and
Governmental authority. Pcople are helpless hecause they think that those who are
in authority are the perpetrators of the erime.  What relief can be  had from the
offending persons themselves ? If the Company’s servants had to be iispeached in the
past, I have no hesitation to say that the time for impeachment ol this Imn_fl ol ll.d)I]
gentlemen has also come. I thesc gentlemen were not actuated by any Ht‘.”lﬁh motive,
such a disaster would not have fallen on the people. Monopaoly in trade is against
public policy ; but here a class of gentlemen to  dictate public policy ~;up]mr[vd mMono-
‘poly which has virtually b ought disaster on the peasantry in the country. )

This is a golden opportunily to show our unworthiness to he cn(ruslf'd_ with any
responsibility. Here is a beautiful system of business with Government  capital ‘}cmwng
no risk of any loss. Here is an opportunity to share the booty amons somc. Malke
hay while the sun shines. Those who are less shrewd, sit idle.””  T0this he th_c motto,
how can they be representative of the people any more ? Sooner the association be
dissolved better it is [or all concerned. Sir, I have often wondered that cven the Pre-
sidential election could not wait indefinitely in a belligerent country, but here the
election is postponed indefinitely in the name of war. What a blessed land we are
living in !~ Permanency in politics brings in degeneration in its trail. WC”: th‘m'(: are
also the Defence of India Rules to crush the dissenters in the name ol safety of ('OV‘-"'N-
ment and the land. Sir, I would only ask an impartial commilttec to cxamine _ille
accounts of any supplicer of rice and paddy to the Syndicate and find out the trickg
resorted to by the Agents of Government. It will be found that entrics are therc to the

effect— Loss due to 82 tolas and other incidental losses.”  What does it mean P It
i"g%l t};at the Syndicate made purchases at 82 tolas a scer and supplied to Governmeng
ol ;9 as a seer. A.The suppher besides had to _plncale the a'(:cc'.plm‘ in othes ?’vays to

is commodities accepted.  Under the existing system of monopoly . how can any

all the :Iil.llllil v

sentlemen it will he no matter ol surprise if

&
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haman 4eent put a stop to it 2 I Government  be really the representative of the
Masses and il Government is at all anxious to save the peasantry from utter ruin,
lct this nolv be lorthwith abolished.  Let the Government fix 2 minimum price,
Keeping i\, w the fact that price of various necessaries of life  has soared from 200
PCr cent. ta 1000 per cent. Or More. I'he cost of production has alsg gone up many
llltlvt., A .n‘sli;..u. I 11-: £k bhutlalo, once _'uhtl lor !"\'\\ lll.lll Rs. 5Q or l{s ll] £ SC“S now t‘OI‘
Rs 2ng Rs. 1.000 or sc. Lhe daily wages which was annas 5 per diem is now
one gy -w'm. annas o1 omore. A poor man’s comfort, namely, tobacco
Sells ar Rs. 3 a4 seer in place of annag 1 hefore the war. Six seers of rice can
hll““-\ bring one seer ot onion and 16 seers ol rice have to be .:s‘uld to l')urc_h;“c
One  seer of highly  adulterated  mustard oil.  Even Dbetelnut is  being taxed.

: people are still experiencing in the \'ill-agcs ?
lour chataks ot salt is the quota per capita lor a whole month in  my subdivision
EXceptiog  the a4 few  sharcholders in the ra(‘\\"l\‘.‘ st.a:"l.{.‘d Cf’"’l)t‘l‘ative
Stores.  Sugar  is not  available  even  for the dying sick. This is how the
; ‘ victimised. Let us pause and consider for a
seliish pursuits, or history will certainly condemn

”"“‘"l"“- what o salt tamine the
Cilses Ol

Unfortunate  culuvator is  being
moment his sad plight and lorget our
Us in no unmistakable terms as a **League ol Robbers’

Sir, with all sincerity at my commanc, I appeal in the name of God and humanity
and business should at once be abolished. If the
necessary, 1 should like to suggest that let
there be appointed @ number of independent bonafide traders as direct (;OX'CE'I-IIncnt
Agents in cach Subdivision, so that there may exist a sense ol healthy competition in
the market for the benelit of the peasantry. L'his 'w_ill also case to agreat extent _the
difliculties regarding godown  space. Let the minimum godown '])1'1('(.‘ (:l.t ic bl..ay;-ng
centres) ol vice and }l:.;clt!\ both Aus and Sail, l.)l‘ fixed, and let .111_ restrictions in in-
ter-subdivision and inter-district  trade withdrawn and l'.(‘glsh‘l;(‘d traders be
allowed to find market tor the surplus rice and paddy which  Government do
not require,  ‘This will dehinitely Lelp the anall traders \\-'.ho !m\'e been Fhl‘.O\\’n
out of their bonfide employment and rendered helpless owing to the restrictions.
[t will also allow facilities for transport and movement of other marketable commodi-
ties from one place to another.

L

that monopoly in ail spheres of trade
Procurement scheme is found ilnl)('l‘.\ll\'t‘[}'

be

Sir, the lion'ble  Premier yesterday told ll}is hon. ]‘"lousc , as a reason of
his granting the agency, that the family of the Hon'ble M. {.lmlil‘npvartyl had. rice and
paddy business tor over half a century, but he was misinformed. l?ht‘- ate illustrious
{ather of the Hon’ble Mr. Chakravarty was known to the people _oi his district as the
biggest Zaminder with a very high integrity. He was never a rice or paddy merchant
nor a business man. It is only alter his lamented  death that his worthy sons have
taken to business, during the present advantageous days of m!latmqn about 2 or 3 years
ago. We were also told by the Hon ble P‘rcnucr that Messrs.  Steel Brothers have
no complaints against them in the Assam Valley. B}lt there u‘re :1 t‘housanq and one
complaints against the Surma Valley Agents, some of whom are le‘II.CSGI)t-&UVCS of the
cultivators themselves.  As a matter ol fact, these hon. Menibers were z}ll _these
lnng 8 years more vocal for the ;)opu’lur cause than any t_)ll}cr. 1\'1(‘11_1bcr of this side of
the House. But they are now delending themsclves ascribing motives to others. It

enquiry should be set up to ascertain

1s therefore oniy desirable that a committee ol p S ks L
whether the allegations against them are based on the personal grudge of some other

Members or a particular political group ol peoplﬁ, or \‘\']19111(_31' th_ese are due to ac_tual
high-handed methods adopted by the Agents 'whu are new in tl‘ns vast field gf business
with a wide scope of making unauthorised gains overnight. The general impression
now is that we have assembled here to further our own  cause, and that some bigger
personalities in Assam have found an opportunity to l‘pb the rural population of what
they were to earn by the sweat of their brow. . 1t Qovcrnmcnt are not really a
party to the alleged unauthorised actions ol the Syndicate, let them with a view to
vindicate their position, appoint an impartial - committee to enquire mto the allegations
against the Syndicate and deal with them according to the result ol such enquiry. .
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Rs ir, onc word more and I have done. “The ¢ . .
I S o s onnd’ af yloe wnd  Hh ! ! e consumers in Shillong  are paying
3 . T s : procducers ‘g i s s ' ? o
Rs.6 to Rs.10 for it. Those who are n i . ers in Cachar or Svlhet are getting
must, in spitc of all honesty and ,",” A “””I”'l and managcement of such a situ tlin:l
; . N ol centy,  roll lenc R S
where the ¢ re DS D N T Nl opuience. | his - B 3. A
l} ’ 'l 'l (.“]-t”“”l.‘”". N Iving then f:!f»u.l. l (‘.l:lluinl i (-] - 'l A I']””d I‘.'“lk
1e writing of a Persian poct which is to this effect welp reciting here a verse from
. ¥ o
“A burning fire c: '
re cannot do such i T e :
hC’BI‘tS.” mischiel as can be done !r} the _\lg(h ol aftlicted

With these words, Sir, I support all the amend ‘0
Members excepting the one il e "\]- ( ;tt ments ljnl;lrt.l by difierent _ilnn.
Cmphatically Oppose. avi Magbul Hussain Chaundhury which 1

Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN : : .

fe. . 3 AIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, a remarkabl
.ature of the present debate s undoubtedly its personal ¢l ) A s
e % Y ! SONq character - I . B
and policies W¢ arc descending to personalities, Tt i i:ul:-u:l”'-“ “I" }I_"”” .l”'“‘}])l(:s
latter that one 15 Lound to be swayed away by str e In the disc llhs_mn.nl the

‘tha 2 18, ) vay by strong feelings of bias and prejudice

Slr. in this dangerous ai d uncertaim g 1 ] 1 7 ! l- - v

’ : : : ground of the discussion of personalities Id

not propose to enter, for, I believe, that such a course would land me i Sy | o
. . i g 2 . « . a e ¢ 2

and less light in the words of my hon. [riend, Mr. Aditya ic 1N MOre heatg

. . . ) g 4 3 i o d .

. = B i el : ) . _

Sir, coming 10 the p Jicy and principle, I find that the very principle of procure
vernment is under fire. - My he Fri . 4 ' St
i | y hon, riend, Mr. Aditya has recommended
in his am(-ndmr:r.l‘_ that the procuremel Crice : ’ g ' . 3

; L ra i it ol rice and paddy be discontinued and that
psua] lx;}d(: chanrel be restored. T do not think this is a correct attitude to take.  Sir
in war time IU‘O pet ul-nl. c;mt_luf. 1 t;ml and physical control of the most essential ui‘
commodities, food anc r,lnil ), 18 very vital. Normal, trade channels, it allowed to have
free play, wr,u}d’](:;td to un 1)1!(“1',([ private profiteering motive with consequent death
and disaster. Normal trade .(.!!(.L.HIII‘..']H must be choked unless a Government want to
abdicate its powe” 3“"1_ responsibility m favour of private profiteers.

Sir, this p()]!(,')' of ])l'f:((l‘llttlllctll of rice and paddy is a part of that™ policy of physi-
cal control on the part of ;r)\]'u:tmnvnl. ‘ ['he purpose s to bring maximuin stock of
food-grains un_d(-:sj governii 1‘11.1 . (;r}rull‘f,l for export outside and distribution among the
deficit areas within ;:'I‘H”W”“ , 101 ?t:h:n(:t: as well as civilian needs, and at times even
to stabilise prices: I 1'1“-‘*‘7 are cestainly objects for the achievement 'of which no excep-
tion can be taken- [t is «IF B micAns to that cnd that a procurement organisation have to
be set up everywhere bot 1‘ }“k" ‘}ldlfill or in a surplus province or arca.

- ' L - 1 . . . gy

Personally T cannot think that our Government can abdicate its responsibility or
resile from its task in this malicr cven if they have an option to do so “Lhe history of

‘he Bengal famir.c is before us and a part of that calamity was brought about by that
command by suitable

ment by Go

G cvernmient’s failure o bring the local produce under their
procur(fmcnt organisation c—)r even by their refueal to do so with an attitude of comp-
the days immediately preceding the famine. 1 do not however think
This is an All-India

lacency during S X _
that Government have ‘_an'{/ ”l(J_t”m in this matter of procurcment.
f this Government refuse to undertake procurement, the Centre

olicy and 1 believe, 1
> its own procurement organisation. 1 would, however, like 0 be

: ith
will step 100 wi . ; ALt
mrrecteg in this matter by the Hon’ble Prime Minister.
Now, if t' €, prOcurcm(:nt must remain, what should be the nature of the organi.
or trade adventurers in the

sation, whether it should be a Government agency of traders
words,of my Friend Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury, or amateurs 1n the words of hon.  Mr
- Covernment agency or rather a departmental operation, as haye

i or a pur
ﬁzg::t?:c?)%mcnclit:d by some Members of this House ? _ )
gir, we had had bitter taste ol this departmental operation (hroughout the Provinee
g :ddle of last ycar, 1943. Stocks were rcquisitioncd, stocks purchascd b
were seized, a percentage of all purchases by private agcncies Were
ordered to PC gurrendered 1’=md in some cases at a price lower than the purchased price
ctockists were 9! dered 10 GOS8 godowns, traders were ordered not to sell and all thega
done by pﬁigrpémn);‘ orders. Feeling was running very high and producey
and cpaders Were ](‘-‘11'111‘(1("111'. (E)ﬂ‘_lf‘*_‘ml and they prayed for the end of this terror ands
nenace of the Gove ' icials. At the top of all this, collusion and corruption

private tr
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were reported against the Government Ofliciats engaged in the purchase of stocks of

food-grains.

‘ So. Sir, for the sake of i\:incipir', I am opposed to (1('}).11[!11&‘!1&11 procurement by
Government. Publie servants are greater menace to the public under these conditions
than even perhaps public men. In my opinion, Sir, trading  organisations constituted
out u_l natives of the soil are the best machinery to try on bhehall of Government on a
commission basis. Such is the course recommended by my Friend Mr. Muzarraf Alj
Laskar.

I next come to the direct or indirect purchase by any such machinery of procu-
I don't like anyone to stand between the producer and this procurement
The middle man must go.  He makes his profit
His license as a dealer must be cancelled
Itis even alleged that this middle man shares his loot with the procurement agenc
itselft I will not be surprised if it is proved to be true. So, I would like thi)s
middle man to be abolished,  Any price that their grain fetches must go to the poor
producer. It may he arcued  that such a course will be a colossal task for any single
or small number of agencies to undertake. It may be true that in the Surma .\";.1]1,3 :
alone there may be 3 or 4 lakhs ol peasant producers and a similar figure or even morz:
of such producers may be in the Assam Valley, To get over this difficulty, organisa-

] basis with a limited and small area to operatc.a )

tions may be set up on regiona
ABDUR RAHMAN: On a point of information, Sir, there are many

rement.
organisation in any ared of operation.

out of the producer and at his great cost.

Maulavi
producers in the Surma Valley who do  not care to give delivery of their rice to the
Government godowns.
I'H BURAGOHAIN : These are details which can be wor.

Srijut SURENDRANA'
ked out. ‘ . -
The Government may even oller these agencies higher comunission for indreased

trouble and bother 1
louse was then adjourned for lunch dll 2 pa.

The l
After lunch
SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN:  Mr. Speaker, Sir, my ho
Whittaker and Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin have whispered to n—lll-
man cannot be got rid of.  Perhaps their reason for saying so, is t} 2
Il upon the Government Agency, in the event of thcil?pro’(;uri i
dircet from the producers. 1t is in that view, Sir, that 1 have proposed iilcreasng
commission lor these Agents of  Government.  They will be appointed on ¥
higher rate ol commission and with the middle man gone it will afford a great bo :
and benefit to the producers themselves. These producers may even be encouraged 79
form Producers’ Go-operative Socicties Irom which these Government Aggeﬁcito
may be able to purchase. Such a course will reduce clandestine transactions to mint?s
mum and will rule out collusion and will ensure a fair price to the producers ks
I next come to the question whether it is at all proper for GOVCTDH{Cnt t
offer contract or agency to a concern or compary ov firm in which an hon. Memb A
of this House may have connection. My hon. riend Mr. Mookerjee has quoted froer
May’s <Parliamentary Practice” and my hon. Friend Mr. Whittaker has cited from
the Government ol India Act certain provisions to s_how the impropriety of such a thinm
Sir, to me it appears that it is certainly wrong and improper for an hon.  Member ﬁf
this House to tunction as a Managing Partner or Managing Director of a firm or com
act or ageney of the kind under discussion-

pany which has sccured a Government contr
Member to remain in such concerns as a

But it cannot however be wrong for an hon. |
sleeping or inactive partner or as a sharcholder ol a company. Even 3overnment ser

vants zre allowed Lo own shares in a limited company. If our hon, Friends belongin
to the Syndicates have been functioning as Managing Partners of their firms. it must bg
condemned and I wish they had left the actual management to other paru;ers of thei:

firms.

Lastly, Sir, I come to the question of the Enquiry Committee to be set up to i
tigate into the allegations made against Government Agencies. In this mattf:rpI l? P
doubt that these Agencies will themselves welcome such an el";qilil‘y which will az&?o?&

n collecting from producers direct.

Srijut
Friends Mr.
that the middle
great task that will [a
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them an {J[Jprn'tllnily' to vendicate their position and 1 hope they will be well advised to
a_(-'(.'(:pt this. So far as this House is concerned  when  allegations are made with such
vigour ;111(1'w:}u:mr:nt:c, they must be enquired into We must not sleep over  these
things. When allegations are flung on our tiace we cannot remain silent over them. 1
hope }hc Hnusttl;ln(l the Hon’ble Prime Minister will accept this proposal of enquiry in
some form or other,

wWith these few words, Sir, | resume my seat,

_Dr. C. G. TERRELL. Mr. Speaker, Sir, I welcome this opportunity  of
saying a few words in support of the principle in No. tifr), group IV of
Mr. Karuna Sindhu Roy’s amendments, in which he mentioned  the subject of
additional storage and this was also stressed by Mr. Aditya in hi. speech  supporting
his amendment. The question of dry and adequate  storage 18 2 very
important onc and it certainly has lagged behind in the race for  procurement, which
was thrust upon us by exigencies of the war situation and found us largely
unprepared. The value of adequate  food  reserves s largely  annulled by
inadequate and improper storage and this is particularly the case under the damp
climatic conditions which prevail for many months of the year in Assam.  Good
food is so often ruined by bad storage and so much ill-health and malnutrition
result, that it is essential  to urge for a  higher standard. There appears
to be a tendency to look upon foodstuffs in terms of quantity only and for them
to be considered as in the same category as non-perishable  goods. Food in
godowns should be subject to continual expert and intellivent  inspection so  as
to ensure that deterioration does not take place. Incidentally, Sl_r, ;]1:: same
thing should apply to all  forms of food, whether stocked on  behall of - Govern-
ment or prival{:ly and in particular an article such  as mustard oil should be
liable to continual inspection, samples taken and sent I't‘!_{l.llill'l}’ by members
of the Public Health Organisation and  District Medical Officers  to the  Public
Analyst of Assam for analysis and to keep a check on its quality. /\ml] it .shnul(l
be also ensured that larger stocks are mnot nr:r‘..urnulu.lcd than can b '})tut(!(:t(-(]
against deterioration. It 1s nnd::rs_tnud that ‘(mw-..rnm,(-ut‘ require -l,h‘u.- con-
siderably larger stock should be held in reserve In this 'lr(wmcc: and .H.l .\*]l(T'W"Of
the very inadequate godowr! 'flccumnmdutmu tlns‘ policy must bcl V,I'HYL( | \‘,»\frlth
some apprchensiox’.. As such it is suggested that _(mvcrnmm‘u Sll()lll('“[.f_l,l.\c’l,- carnest
consideration to the suggestion madc {f)r making usc of the C}u(,(.,‘(,nl.hl.()l'ﬁp“(g
facilities that exist in the houscs ol the cultivators  and glu':y alonc fl])l;f-""’ 501 have
solved the problem of good storage. In any casc, difficulties !m ]-]t m’hirlf“lt'“-)'nnl
storage required confront Government  and despite ~what the ]‘01.1][ e [rl.-lme
Minister has said it would be almost impossible for them Uf '1.11,.( SEI' icient
extra accommodation within a period of onc year .ancl l'ha.t only at a ';J’r.( dt- 1(1’:\[)(.-1150'
As such it is urged that the question of arranging for storage in ’tlf-]:&lc-‘lvﬂ‘lor?’
homes should be investigated at once. A relerence to the total Iimmt lolnct'l gLUItl-
vation together with the ﬁgur_c of Govm.‘nmcnt recuirements \\1.'0111 (-ldail'l rcs‘cr\}z])ply
the quantity of dhan per bfgha required to  be lrozcu_. a’mc‘ l:hould ] by
individual cultivators. It s suggested that cvery Cu!lwdwl'th e 1':1de
responsible for storage of his quota by proper contract Wi AL ang

5 &L . pai od percentage of the prevailing  price,
that he should at this stage bc paid a go P has himseil suggested 40 pey

been noted that the Hon’ble Prime Minister L frne .
5 suitable figure. This would enable him to finance  his immediage
ot & ( : ) he delivered his stog)

cent. ; . "
require ments and the balance would be paid him whcn} = B e, i
in good condition to the nearest Government godown whell d 1 B do
g i1 refund of the deposit and - othep

e e ntal
Failure to deliver the goods would ent an Ordinance

0. : S

penalties which might be deemed appropriatc  as ]_)rowded by\ ol o i

Apprehension is also felt in view of the intention to IMcrease storage a in
deterioration and 1t 18 suggested  thag

this Province. This is notoriously liable to
not more than two months’ supply can reasonably be expecte
under monsoon condition.

With these few words, Sir, I support the principle, particularly
Mr. Roy’s amendment.

d to resist deterioration

amendment 3 of

o)
L
\
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Mr. C. GOLDSMITH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as the amendments have been
a ranged in groups, 1 think, 1 can also speak according to the groups. ‘

First of all T will speak about the procurement policy. We are very much
surprised to hear specially from the Members of the Surma Valley that there has
been a surplus produce in the Surma Valley.  Before this we had been hearing about
the scarcity of food in the Surma Valley. When Government wanted to llt‘lp
Bengal by exporting some paddy and rice from this  Province, there had been all
sorts ol criticisins  against the action ol  Government. Now I would like to
know where are those critics today.  Does it mean that Government is forcing these
people of the Surma Valley  to sell their paddy or that they themselves are bringing
them out into the open market 2 We have  been hearing for some time and in
the session before this that in the Surma Valley the price of I“dd}' is ﬁ‘“ing and
the people do not find market. It shows that Government cannot please every-
bodv. Government was at that time in  possession of all the facts and from the
facts they were in possession ol showed that Assam was able to export some
paddy. But now \\'(‘_fl.".\‘.(‘ heard that in the Surma Valley the surplus is so great
that the paddy is rotting in the codowns.

A contention is made that in the Assam Valley rice prospect is bad. I question
that. As we hear from the Members coming from the various parts of the Province,
it is not so bad as the people say. The Government of India must have made
a summary enquiry and say that” Assam  Valley paddy forecast is bad. But we
from our friends that there is good crop, may not be cent. per cent. good but
cent. good.  Now the Assam Valley people are  very much concerned
in this that if the surplus produce of the Surma Valley is sent to the Assam Valley
it will lower the price of paddy in the Assam Valley. )

Sir, the lot of cultivators iz always the worst. Their only means is paddy
paddy they get all their necessaries ol life. We know that Govern-
ment always pay heed to the clamour of the urban people, who are oflicials, influential
men apd business men, cie., but they do not hear much of _the cultivators. They
try to satisly these people who have to buy rice, and only to satisty them they try to
lower the price ol paddy and vice. They pay no heedl to the hard lot of the

All  Members are  vehement about the hard lot of cultivators,

hear
may be 75 per

and by sclling

cultivators. > :
but when their own needs are met, they are satisfied. I'hey do not pay
heed to  what difliculty the  cultivators are undergoing. We  contend

thercfore that il paddy is - not exported from the Assam  Valley to other places
and the Military supply is brought from outside, the Assam Valley 1s quite competent
to meet its needs. It will be a criminal breach of trust on the part of Government
if they do not pay heed to the cultivators whose welfare 1s entrusted in  their
hands and in the hands of the legislators in this hon. House. Government
should enquire very carefully and scrutinize the summary report of the India
Government that Assam  Valley crops are bad. We can safely say the crop is
75 per cent. good. According to our judgment there. should be a uniform price for
the whole year to help the cultivators in the lean months and in the months of
plenty, and the minimum should be fixed at Rs. 10 per maund. .

Next I come to the procurement agency. If the policy that is adopted by
Government forcibly lowers the prices of paddy in the Surma Valley, it is 1egret-
table. It is detrimental to cultivators and can never be advocated. As in the Assam
Valley we resent low price of paddy, so will they in the Surma Valley. Govern-
ment :hould enlighten us whether this fall of pricc is due to high-handedness of
agents or due to normal surplus of paddy grown in the Surma Valley. Govern-
ment should also ascertain and enlighten the House what will happen if normal
channels arc restored and paddy allowed to flow outside Assam. We heard
before the agency was instituted or the procurcment policy was adopted in the present
form, that Surma Valley had a lot of surplus paddy.

Then I come to the cancellation of the agency. Cancellation is demanded
now because they have been alleged to have taken recourse to malpractices. I
am not going into the question whether that particular agency is at fault. It is
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Jut  to substitute

a matter for the local people and the officials on the spot.
that the

A f()‘l‘ another 1s no remedy. Where is  the guarantec
new agents will be free from lll-ll])[-l’“'ii(-f-g 2 We lu.'..u ';]”_ statement  made
gf_tcn “Whoever gocs to Lanka becomes a Ravana.” The N -'~l’|’“"—5
SRE very upl’roi”'lﬂ_l"h'. There is  also the ',zmm of  jealousy and
c’f“{Y.. If one sct of {:r'r;ph- arc  [avoured. others ".'i.]] SHAR and criticise.
This is nat];ral. So, the cancellation  only L Tolng -.”” Y v whatsocver.
The formation of an Enquiry Committee alsc Gl in the aasne ‘_‘ll(‘_u'”.\,, e (ke
plea may be made from the same motive under the Hnm_",in;mml‘m(,,,;. Y
ver a Committee of Enquiry will entail a heavy r:-:p&:uﬁuu& e money, Aung and
: . the very

energy and will continue for a length of time. Tt would theretore frustrate
the :lurs'linn of

P‘Urposcof instituting a Committee  of Enquiry. Then comes

Government taking over this function in their own hands, and that is the only
C(-)ul‘SC open to them. Sir Mubammad is not going o do bigeiing and  sclling
himself ; he will have Government agents  let us call themn Government ofljcials,
but they are agents none-the-less, to do the procuing.  But the hon. Members
h{Erc have been vehement in condemning Government lT”i(Ii.’ll\l and charging them
with corruption, bribery and favouritism. I do not say that they 8 absolved
from these, but I would like to know since e T el Y Leart has come
upon the hon. Members, since when they have come to disbelicve in the integrity
and honesty of Government officers ? (Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury: Lesser

evil.) It only shows how the hon. Members change their ideas their ideas are
oflicials who are

ﬂuid and unStCﬁdy. I do not sce how Government can illl[)“l" .
free from corruption and bribery. ‘The only practicable solution is to reconsider the
scheme, in the light of the specches made here, and bring forth a revised s(‘.hcm‘(.-,
and issue a communique allaying suspicion in the minds of men, 1 aD. Surs Sir’
Muhammad does not claim his scheme to be perfect or infallible. This f:(:h(:mc,
as any nther scheme, is an experiment.  Such a situation never arosc during the
World War No. 1. Now we are ‘1 the midst of World War No. 2. [ am also
sure that Sir Muhammad is open to suggrestions, revision and the formulation of
a new scheme.

If we leave the
on the surlace,

Now, Sir, I come to the last phase, wiz., malpractices.
the question of

question at that and look at the allegations and counter-allegations
we cannot solve our problem. This question takes us deeper 1nto )
public morality and political development of Assam.  So far, we have been hearing
of mal practices of Government officials, now these have entered  the Assembly
Chamber. The speeches we have heard, T ask, arc they befitting the House ? It is
a matter of grave concern for cach one of us, as wec are answerable to our country
and to the world at large. It is not a small matter. 1 would therefore like to

make certain observations.

Sir, itis clear from the spceches made here both
sessions, that corruption, bribery and malpractices have -
the people. Coupled with these profiteering, black-marketing and other evils  have
been brought by the war in its train. This has led Mahatma Gandhi to show
grave concern over the matter. If hon. Members have read papers 2 few days ago
it is reported in the Press that he has expressed grave concerit about thesc mal-
practices, He says that greed, money-making  desire, dishonesty and lie ‘llaVC grip-
ped the country. Where is the remedy ? ‘T'he remedy is that all high G_oven?_
ment officials, appointing authorities, Members ol the Legislature, all public spi-
rited men and women in the country, all those who consider themselves somebody
in the country, all gentlemen at large, sct an example of the highest integrity, honesty
and truthfulness in every sphere of life. Ior, any corruption, dishonesty and
ltl}?truthf:ulncss seen amongst these big people will reflect in the rank and file. Al]
h:zii will have their repercussions. After a thorough self-examination @ change of
bear irxu:;irfc?qm A0 all“ these people of influence. The great working prmc1‘ple to
is that “I have no moral right to condemn any one who practises in

now and during previous
touched all sections of
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if I practise the same in some form or another.”” Or 1n
other words. I have no moral right to cxpect justice, honesty and truth from
another if I in myv dealings with others do not have the same. It Gandhiji starts
' " state of things he will have to take the same
procedure.  He will examine himself, purity himself ; thien he will purify thc. Con-
gress Working Committee and  then all  the  Gongress Members wherever in the
country .1,1(1"_1\;; them to examine themselves. _I".\'c*r}‘nnv '\\"I“ have .to undergo a
rigid scrutiny of Gandhiji to be a co-worker with lnlp: I'hen he \\'fll. go to :h‘c
tiat of the tountiy lo exsmine and chengs desrd I'he great spiritual law is
“Begin with self™, s

There is a lot of talk about co-operative Sl"t'i('.'i(‘»-‘"- My Friend Mr. Karuna
Sindhu Roy has talked of co-operative socictics. He ,u"-‘f"d that procure-
ment be given to certain people or groups. [ would t;a:s}; him whether he knows
what is the scceret ol success ol a co-operative society. In 1 038, 1 attended a conference
where representatives of 70 countries from various parts “I. the -W(_"-M IREE GRS
a social worker from Japan was also present. He was f"'”['fl-u‘ e Elmt lllr‘]apun
co-operative socicties were working in various ':I"i“”-“m‘nl:‘ “l.lh_b'“ﬂ'c?s' When he
was asked about the secret of success, he replied that the sccret  of success was
character. Now, will my Friend Mr. Roy guarantce the required character in the
men whom he is now proposing to take up the work n[_' procurcment ? QCan his
men stand the rigid scrutiny of Gandhiji If they can, give them, let them have a
chance, but the verdict given here is that “‘all who go to Lanka become
Ravana.”

Finally, Sir, my plea is that all

the Legislature, all appointing authoritics, ! e : :
are cager and interested  and agitated over this guestion,  go from here with

a determination to examine themselves,. to c:l_mngv‘Llu_‘u‘. _lu",.'_l.l‘(‘s{‘;md surrender to
the Almighty, go to bed peacetully and rise 5 ”"; "\“\‘:‘.‘1;‘1:“@ retreshed  as new men
recady (o create a new India and a new regenerate Egeam. g

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ;‘\LI' ; _NI"- Eljk‘:ilkcr‘l 5‘11‘, the procurement
policy of Government has perhaps by this '“m-Ld L'(dn It lo!:olfghly discussed.
God has been brought in.  Gandht has been 1ntro .u(‘.(l . <ania and Rapana have
not been left out. There have been also challenges an counter-challenges. So I
do not want to bring mysell into the heat ol all lhis. 1_ \\l'xll simply try to place
before the House certain inconsistencics  1n the amendments, that . cecourced

to me.

corruption and dishonesty

a campaign against this deplorable

Government ()”““i:'l.s‘ Ministers, Members of
all puhlu‘.-wll‘llt‘-d people and all who

If you, Sir, look to all these ;murn(ltt}::nts. )-'0‘1: 'Wl”F ﬁnd. th
the license has been advocated in group 1 and in group 4 an Bnquiry
ted. I think, the amendment in group 2 should have been placed
amendment in group 1 should have been
or licenses are cancelled forthwith, [ do no ; >
quiry. Now, Sir, after the cancellation ol _"h(_" .]10011.\‘(—:‘1{ an l‘luquiry Committee
is formed and the members, after investigating into the whole matter and going
into the . charges brought against the licensec, lfnd that  these chares ‘abe
all false, or that the members ol the Syndicate ATE MOt responsible if there was
any irregularity, will not the license have to be restored » So, 1 hope the
hon. Members who have Dbrought ill'L}lcS(‘, aunm}dments should either ask
Government to cancel the license forthwith or press for an enquiry committee, 50
that Government may find out whether the charges that phave been brought
out are true or false, I[ they are found truc, the licenses  would automatically
stand cancelled and il not, the licences will have to continge,

With these few words, 1 resume my scat. ‘
*Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: On a point ol personal explanation, Sir,......
The Hon’ble the SPEAKLER :  The hon. Member spoke once...... .

1:t cancellation of

'(.ommittec 1s wan-

1 group 1 and tl

= > S p < 1€

placed 1n group 2, bt‘.ca,use, if the license
t know where is the SCope of an en-

#Speech not corrected.
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*Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : Various allegations have bheen made against
the Communist Party by the Hon'ble the Premier, Messrs,  Maqgbul  Hussain Chau-
dhury and Abdur Rahman.

The Hon’bie Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
my Friend. I said that my Iriend took very great interest in the matter.
the last 6 months, on several occasions he waited on e with big deputations.

*Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : On a point of personal explanation, Sitaeees

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : He made
personal explanation yesterday, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKIER :

*Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY:
Messrs. Maqgbul Hussain Chaudbury and
a party with them.

*Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : [ said about the “Communist Party™ Sir.

*Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : Sir, I aun glad that myself and the Commu
nist party have been put under fire.  The chiclagents of the procurement agency, 1

mean Messrs. Maqgbul Hussain Chaudhury and Abdur Rahman.......

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I am afraid, this is not going to be a personzl expla-
nation. A personal exp.anation is Lo be brief and to the point.  But the way in \\'hif:h
the hon. Member has begun shows that  he is going to deliver a specch over again.,

Order, order.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : As wc hcard hon. Mr. Goldsmith, loyalty and
honesty to oneself and his fcllow countrymen and to God are only  the basis for the

success of everything. (Hear, IHear and laughter).  Of course, it gocs without saying,
) [t is a shadow of everything, shadow of all

Sir, that corruption is cverywhere. . . wo
organisations and every individual. Nobody can say in this \\’m'ld‘l]l;lt he If;'\}‘llil()L.lt
corruption and sin. if arybody says so, he is a liar.  (Loud laughter.) I'here is
none in this House who is without sin. So, I think, if Maulavi Abdur Rahman or
Maulavi Maqgbul Hussain Chaudhury or anybody else in this House becomes a member
of the Syndicate he will be getting such scvere criticisms and accusations Now,
after hearing the prosccution  side (f_,aug/zler)——}mn. Members who  brought the
amendments are regarded as a prosccuting party and the other party as defendants.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: But there is no Judge here to give the verdict.

(Laughter.) ’ - N
Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : After hearing both sides, my pm‘.:sunﬂl opinion
is this. The procurement policy :lduplcd‘ as a temporary measure by (fnw:rnmvnt 1s
now found to be defective and faulty. Government may not be at fault zmc'l lh‘c
Syndicate members may not be also entirely at F:.xu_lt. What we heard from the Syndi-
cate members is that the purchasing was (_Il)ll(:.t.:ll.'lfcr' direct from the producers or
through some license-holders. Sr_), Sir, what policy is to be .adnptcd,. is not a thing
I am to say. The Hon’ble Premier is very strong and I belicve he will give his deci-
sion on this matter. . o ‘ .
Regarding cancellation, I think, it 1s not yet timc for c:mc:(:l!.tllmn_, .IJcca.us_c the
term is expiring and I do not of course exactly know the terms. If this 1s ordinary
regular term, then before cancellation a notice has to be served on them  and by this
time the term of the Syndicate will expire. So there is no question of cancellation,
Of course, it is the question of dis.(:untmuancc. l)1§c011t11111;111cp a.nd_ cancellation are
different things. After the expiration of the term t,hls may be discontinued. o
Regarding the construction ol storage il villages  where there arc rice stock,
of course, this question is quite sound. Thxs also should be C.unﬁldcrcd, Sir, wh(:tl}cr
there are any such villages where there is good communication and roads by which

paddy will have to be transported at any time of the year. If there is no good commu-

nication or roads, such storage will be quite futile. )
I am for the amendments. Of course on the whole, the Hon’ble Premier has
very kindly assured us that he is prepared to abide by the decision of the House. I

[ never criticised
During

T'here is no necessity for personal explanation.
I protest against these allegations because
Abdur Rahman both alleged that I was

*#Speech not corrected,
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think. we also as Members of the House should follow the footsteps of the Leader of
the Flousc.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN:  Mr. Speaker, Sir, while
there has been much too of a flutter and no small criticism t\ll‘(h(‘ Mmion, 1 EIIS(; like to
speak a few words on the food-grains procurcment policy of th(_‘ Assam Government.
As a cultivator and also as an humble representative of li“: cultivators of the Assam
Vallev, I would like to add my humble voice to the cry of the peasants of the other
Valley rising above the chorus ol the country-wide sympathy that is being accorded to
‘The other Vallev, as has been said, was a dehicit area last yvear and the vear before

it. ; : : b .
last. Bt I:I('.I r'. Deme no (“!]_““1[.\‘ ol season l.n. |'!dlt'l.]-)t l‘-llllt‘ g‘n)\\'lh ol the tood crops last
vear. there might have fortunately been a very apprecia le surplus.  When the ban on
. l-il c Anui ]\.u]({_\' inln I’u-n{:.ll came mnto nlu-r;num. Sir, some ]\OH. hICnlbel's Of

cxX J.,llflll % 4 e e o
t[ul- other Valley, whao spoke the loudest of all in criticising the Government policy on that

restriction, Prosse d Govermment very 'nuu‘h :n l"(‘\'iv\\' }hill policy and to appoint
agents from amongst the businessmen of the Province. §tllll‘ll(111. Members of  this
MHose I)”x‘i]wg themselves to be the t'clt‘lll‘.‘ll(“cl exponents ol the peasantry of that Vallev
:q)ln'.ll‘t"l on the scene .“:(1 as a ,-(.5!,“ some mu.‘-‘..l the hon., Members stepped  into the
arena of the rice ;nl_n:h_;l_\'m_-_; operations. Now, Sir, tlu'.rc h;l\‘(“ been i}gilinst them regular
complaints of exploitation, lnnt.m«;. depredation and _;lfuh:m in the hv]-d of purchase of

and paddy, and [|_“.“. is no doubt about this and to go into these alleca-
tions an LEnquiry Committee has been pressed by some hon. Members of this House.
My hon. Friend, Mr. \\’hllt;ll\p..: has .\‘ng:gpsn'{} the (.lrr.}l}'num of tl‘n: Public Service
Commission and tiu_- Member of the Assam Revenue Uribunal to l_prm i ey irie
Committee.  To this 1 would like to add d}t"t131111‘_‘ of the r\(l\'OC:}tC General of Assam
in the scnse that, _\\'Iu‘n those two veteran LGS, ().Ilu:v.rs _\vlll he :_\;mng into the inner most
vacesseq of that ¥V alley to enquire into the allegations of ;llmut. 80 per cent. of the people
that would appear betore them to adduce (~\-'1(1{-11(‘t‘.‘< w_xll be .tmmd illiterate and Sould
speak jn a language that they would not quite conveniently follow and hence the incly-
sion of the Advocate (;(-:}vml in that Committee \'\'all surely be ol great use in trangla-
o (el vernacular cvidences into lmgllsh_l)cﬁuv thsc two. I',lll-(?pcalll I.C.S. Officers.
1 ]i'h]'{c further to suggest that without cancelling ‘.]“" z\gqtlcy outright at this stage, we
must also sce to the leeal aspect Q[ lhf' whole 1Iu!1g governing the a’}gency, and without
having the charges substantiated it will be most 1Ilv‘gnl :}tlcl no less imprudent to cancel
the Agency. On what 1 };1}' more stress 18 t!mt an lunqun-}: Committee must be forthwith
set up' and at the same time further operations by the A‘gcngy sl!muld be in all fairness
suspended. While the present is so uncertain, the past so disma! and the future so very
oloomy from the peasantry’s point of view, Flm Enquiry Gommittee should immGdiatcl‘y
be formed and that should [)1'0(}(‘{‘(] in no time to t‘l’l(llll_"(f mto the ﬂ]]egations, within
a time limit, say within a fortnight so as to avoid Sl'rflgnatmn of the new crops of paddy
and rice that are appearing in the _nnu'_kct soon. While the people of the other Valley
mostly depend  upon  the culn.\»'ag'mn g)f' pad‘(‘ly \vl‘uch is thf: main crop, the
Enquiry ommittee slmuld.go out in intensive tours so as to | f?quamt themselves wath
all the circumstances prevailing in dl‘fl’vrcut l_oc.:lhtms in dlf-n.lflllt ways.  With these
few words, Sir, I support the Motion for appointing an Enquiry Committee,

Khan Bahadur Hazi ABDUL MAJID CHOUDHURY: My,
Speaker, Sir, I3 dedrach YH8ose @l PflddY,*’ﬁ‘? Ffata ﬁfﬁ?v‘??lm Ffam
qrzi cgaim off Centre sfam aiweiin Deputy Commissioner 1itzg (FR9g centre
@7 Ty Y00 AV Afelbe e @fwa @ merchant 417 stey “wiwm =y
Bi¥FicF agent 1y wrEa 1 FwlG (TR e paddy «fw  wfme w9y HL
Chakravar.y & Bros. ¢ agent fige Ffam Fenchuganj =3t3 i paddy g
Foly 3r9 A8 paddy fFr #a12ceCeT | @12 A7 sy Deputy Commis-
sioner 7icza 1z z2M @% 2w ¢ zfA4e® Datta Chaudhuri & Bros. ¢ 43
fem Shillong @ #tstw ) wwepiita H. Chakravarty & Bros. ¢ Khan Sahib

Abdul Karim Chaudhury Firm @%@ 22m Surma Valley Food-Grain

rice
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Syndicate 77 “Izdzazeta Purchasing Agents figg | A #aEdn AR-
fefenraa 4t 2001900 Gt=FTF Rice ' P;l([(])' %faw @af@ata =0 Subdivisional
Oflicer frattgm 1 «a%sr Al <171 #2035 2074 rice < paddy 4fas #fam 9fn =1,
gt ¢ Tea Garden @ @92 55 w7 “fsdqcaepa swica fawa «f@m A1 79
AT AAS A7, A= Toifea g= gF ;M Aaveard A 2¥0s At 44p Tl Atfda am
zIFF% side Z20@ FfA74dcy watT 446 a4 4T Sn0 TTrs w BIFF AW T OW |
GZZAT it YT AT a4 A W al[aut? Gtdfs aca ) Tuies wisten #0vE «9p
cAtsta M | @dwe A acdz Al w4 paddy zoza cat=ta afzans o ASTIep
@297 paddy #faw #1200 Truck ciedd waiea wtnZea 4z aaw @w At gag
CJ?’TWTC‘} ?"13_{? :E‘” "ﬂi’r:‘f | I.I'IICI( G4 qi17) ;f'[,'f;il ‘:'['[T_Z[%{ I);ld({y 3 49614 ’.[\-j\:](_':]cc.i:“,‘:r
et atfaata g7 afsr dsd s qaeats 2aEeels | afamady sna-fefeans ¢ Fme
cEAm ArTF 9t ]Ja(l(ly UEIACE A Ik 1 B Afzatce 121 fawma afacs W “ifaca AT
B3tzm ath wrew celtAta Fs 2Pt W 1 d9tE4 paddy aeifen atfaca g za afsm
seqracs 4fa7 Ffacs TeyF wEe & 4l paddy Tea warden 9 asd@<p
fagifas wea arzies 4w #fam G <12l gam dedh iy Fwa HEva oS
i q4me 717 Se1%0 ziFta 4 94 rice licence 714 Al f6  alZaes
@247 rice 47 quality 44 “%ta =4 1s =4 ¢tem rice afam Syndicate 1 Ffacery
al—carzs Badarpur Railway Grain Shop 4ti 400 514 4994 rice ¢eds ferateg |
e Ffaasdrgg  Subdivisional Officer <1az faats Fatzcas af=@ ?ﬁltﬁfgl
$wirs az B wls zZta 1 Bengal Government a3 [nspector ¢ 4tg7 E'gﬁ
gmw w1 At Syndicate @l rice Afar mo#Atn facwEsta Arn AwiE fyay
gfsratst A FECSE 1 AgIT AL fFam e walgEe | ledceB wlameta
Centre @ 7@ wolao ==l acelr TAcatert wwin fwaltga o fF99 @ OIdicy
S #F wreE &4 rice g paddy g7 adrg | 448 AT Paddy aTﬁ*r.a 437
@ty Afzas | wd e TR el A AlEw FEee j/_t_Ial’f:I Syndicate witg
fretg W AfAm wtAls TRCEB L el ClEeE 97 e 229 7 ESUS ENEIG)
7{'}?['5_[7/'{:] fofaeaa A7 TGN 1 v wel qlm :/H':;v_ncr;J Q=4 ri[ari] f’l?ilw F {3
dgaracs rice ' paddy T I AwG A Aty wwa g Al Grow more
Food sSftwicat ¢FTE T Tz 1 My Friends IyIr. M;}_l)amk Al
Mr. Abdul Bari Choudhury ‘ Ef?f'lt'vf’j' Speech g =izl AfaateeT wf?:ta“ RIECT I
fem afen e @A CIEY Supply .’?v.crctary & Gteg 97T 0T ?F«IWQ CFIq
dinner fratcz afza ofF =21 My Iriend M’r. Mab.arak Ali rice '8 Paddy
A4fa wiats Agency T T 4T BTAT- fgﬁfﬂon blcanrgc Minister '@ ]‘S)upply
Secretary {95 FCTF cBfasgla ¢ fofs fwatfwrzm 1 72 :Llf»:tﬁa RIRERE Deputy
Clommissioner 7tz Mr. _Mabarak Ali 7 stai, o gerifwa 1M Al
rice '@ paddy T CFIT business M i1 S11CF .rccommcnd Tli? ?F?{hé ]%_ﬁ
ety zem @gyFE fren afecatsd FfaceesT 1 Surma V;}llcy lV(I)oc —A raiy,
.andicatc g7 Atta cpA gfeatd . gIiEty Szl frwfl_cr ﬁjm IS 53 bduj
Bari Chaudhury Fastern Bengal and Assam Commercial N)I/n ll(izdlte a3
qedfintm zedEd (58 it fura | Mr. CAbdur Rahmziy \g r. )aqbu]
Hussain Chaudhury @1zt x4 facs #ige @ zelq S1=id GT FIAq9 )
Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: I am sorry, Sir, that I did not participate i,
the debates from the beginning. I have come here this al't'crnoon.r . I have seen the
anxicty of the hon’ble defence members ** for the Syndicate. ‘lhc -allega'tlons and
charges which have been brought against them have been agitating the minds and

brains of the ¢ hon’ble defence members ” of the Syndicate.  Sir, whatever defence
they may set up, I find there should be no defence for the Syndicate. Al any rate
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Sir, T see that even the walls are speaking against them. This Syndicate should never
be allowed to continue anv longer to plunder or suck the blood of the poor cultivators
of the Surnia Vallev. -

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER :  These have been
hon. Member, T hope, will speak new things.

Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: I was absent, Sir, and I did not hear what
other hon. Members have said. Sir, my Friend, Mr. Magbul Hussain Chaudhury
has, I understand, stated on the floor of the House that they have purchased their
stock from private license holders. 1 say it is a down right falschood. Sir, they have
purchased direct from the cuitivators who were cheated like anything under the very
nose, of my Friend Mr. Magbul Hussain Chaudhury. I am amazed to hear, Sir, that
a section of this House is anxious to allow the Syndicate a further extension. I
am also astonished to hear that some ol my Friends have accused or abused Mr. Abdul
Bari Chaudhury that he is responsible for the agitation agaiiist this procurement policy
of the Government. 1 say, Sir, personally some members of the Svndicate approached
me to induce Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury to enter into a pertnership with the Syndicate
which I scorntully and indignantly refused to do. Sir, during the month of September,

: price for rice and paddy and what the Svndicate did ?
At Sachna centre, they changed their accounts overnight and a large stock which
: o Auwvust was translerred to the account of September in
Sir. 1 make all these allegations on the floor of this
House and | request the Government to make an enquiry. Sir, T have seen the
anxiety of my I'riend, the Deputy Speaker and also of my Fx‘icu‘d. Mr. Goldsmith
supporting the cause of this Syndicate. Il 111(*}' 'ul.uld learn the real facts _thc‘}-' wpuld
not have f,;z])laln:'tl-{l their causc. Sir, can a civilised ("m\'vrmm;nt allow this by.ndlcutc
to continue after this This Government is much anxious to increase the DMinisters®
and Members® salarics by 50 per ecent., but they do not care 1o eXpress their opinion
for or against the Syndicate.  So, Sir, T request this Housc to cast their vote against
the Syndicate.  They should not enquire whether there are charges or
i sav surely there are charges when the whole country is making aliegations
: ' ¢ the hon. Members of the House, the Hon’ble
Ministers. the Deputy Commissioner and the Subdivisional Ollicer. I want the
Hon’ble Promicr to look into the report of the ecrstwhile Subdivisional Oflicer of
and to decide what the Syndicate arc doing, how they are deceiving the
cultivators and how they are makine their fortune.  But it is useless to_spenk on this
subject unless Government take action. Are we to feel that there exists a Govern-
ment ? Indeed, it scems, the people are crving in wilderness. The other day the
Hon’ble Premier, the Hon'ble Medical Minister and some other Hon’ble Ministers
went to Derai, which is in my constituency. Uni"oz‘tgnalcly for me, 1 was ill and
could not attend their meeting. The people are suffering from a money famine.
They cannot purchase their cattle, their plough and other daily n(:‘ccssaries of life for
want of money. They could not sell their rice and paddy. .Is there any civilised
Government in the world who can pass an order that the cultivators should not be

allowed to sell their surplus rice and paddy to any body they like Y Is !:here any
justification, Sir ? Is there any law P But our cwilisc‘d G‘ovcrm-nent is doing that.
As there is no time to speak more, my advice to the Syndicate is that they should
plead guilty to all the charges and pray to God and men for their mercy and

forgiveness.
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : : . .
submission regarding the various points that have been raised by the hon. Members in

the course of the debate, I must express my oratefulness to them for the generous sup-

port that they have extended to the Motion as well as to the Amendments.
First of all, T will refer to the beautiful speech of the Hon’ble Leader of the

House. He has no doubt ryresented the Government case in a masterly fashion.
But I feel he has not done I'n’,'{‘iusticc to me when he said that 1T was out to expose
the supposed shortcominegs of the Eastern Bengal and Assam Clommercial Syndicate
from the very beginning. — In  this connection, he has referred to a letter o mine

said by many Members. The

Government fixed o higher

was imrrh:uwl in the month ¢
order to carn a big margin.

not,
and charges against the Syndicate belor

Sunamganj

My. Speaker, Sir, before I make my

T ——
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V\If:‘lltcn to him in January 1944.  On another occasion he mentioned this letter on
:h_c‘fiioor of l}’lc lqusu ’My hon. }'l‘jf:llcl., Maulavi ,-\luluvr Rahmin, has misconstrued
LS Cttcr.as d’.u“p“’?'““l'lu“” to His Excellency the Governor of Assam. hat s
Sir, a _d!StOI'“O“ of _tl'Ulh, and this is not the only instance of falschood in which nn.:
hon. Frm{ld; Maulz.wa Al)du_r Rahman, has indulged this afternoon. The letter was not
conﬁc.lcngxal, but still I hesitate to divulge the contents of it, as it raised a grave
Constgtutlonal issuc. I _w,l” only read out the particular paragraph when 1 Ill.l(!t:
mention of my hon. Friends who condescended to hecome partners in the Agency.
I said, * It is encouraging no doubt that some of the representatives of the people have
interested themselves in the matter. I am sure  they will try their utmost et
safeguard the interest of the agriculturists.”” This is, Sir, the only reference to my
hon. Friends. Sir, the Hon’ble Prime Minister will bear me out that in that letter
there was nothing for or against the Syndicate. Still my hon. Friend, Maulavi Abdur
Rahman, said that from the very beginning 1 started agitation against him by this
letter. Sir, I emphatically submit that between January and August | did not utter
a single word @gainst the activities of the Syndicate.” Within this period no note or
report was submitted by me to any one in authority. Fven in the last Buduzet Session [
had not a single unkind word against the Syndicate.

During the month of August, the Hon’ble Prime Minister agreed at my request to
undertake a tour in the B.um growing arcas of the Sunamganj subdivision. But unfor.
tunately, as the date collided with the visit of Hon’ble Sir Azizul Haque, Commeree
Member to the Government of chliu, the programme had to be cancelled. On the 17tk
of August when I'SaW the Hon’ble Prime Minister at his  Housc, he regretted the
circumstances which led to the cancellation of the Sunamganj programine. ”““'C\'cr,
at his request, 1 sub{mttt:ri a short nut(-.u_, him on that very day- 111_\\'11:‘(:[1 I‘-‘ilatc.d
how the peasants were 1n a miserable condition as they could not disposc of thejr
I urged upon him to take adequatc steps for purchase of the . stm.‘.k and
er wcight.apd price to the cultivators. This note at the direction of
the Hon’ble Prime Minister was signed by two other hon. .\fI(.:mI)crs of (']I”S Houge
In that note also I did not make any ?.l]](fg-'l[i()-l'l against the Syndicate. Ilar }'[ in the
month of September when the cry of the cultivators became very insistent, L under.-
took a tour for inspecting several centres in Sunamganj qnd Habiganj. By ﬁl‘c - 10th
I submitted a notc to the Hon’ble Priine Minister and the Supply Secretary,

stocks.
to ensure pProj

ber i CAOn ;
SCIitC{gC working of thesc centres.  This is the last note I ever submitted to the
Eg cZ:rnmu::nt. If by submitfing thesc two notes, I have offended any body, I pleaq
s charge. But this is a charge, Sir, which can be labelled against any

ilty to the :
g‘ﬁiﬁ?c ‘nan who cares to espouse a public cause.
- The Hon’ble Prime Minister has stated that he referred thesc notes 0 the Dcpllty
Commissioner for enquiry, but he has not enlightened the House as to the rosult of this
enquiry- . issioncr

X In divulging the contents of a letter of the Deputy Comm‘SSIOI](i;’ Sylhet,
I did not surcly commit a new crime in the history of Parliamentary Frotedure,

Starting from the mother of Parliaments—it has been donc everywhere and 11 IMNUMe.

e Ictasesa.lincd me, Sir, when I found that the Hon’ble Leader of the H?l-lse Wag
P though in qualified terms, for the Agency. We have always knowil llm ag

Fl.ea(yr:)gf’the poor. He has always stood by their sufferings and sorrow- tg} S:‘:Eected
sy ecent tour in the Surma Valley he would advance at oncea to=ave the

ter his T ! ) adv:

i?l?:i\?;iors from sure ruln.h It would indeed be a very Iaulfablel movglaté’ tha‘;dn}cl:e
ivators who could is ir stocks. am £ t

Dadan to the cultiv not dispose of their o the extent of 43

Hon’ble Prime Minister has agreed to advance to the cultivators

cent. of the stocks in hand. _ i
per The Hon’ble Prime Minister stated, Sir, that there were many private ICCl’l.]q(:e_s for
purchasing paddy an,i i R the extent of 10 to 15 thousand maunds. I ':1‘1‘16“3 bolq
& <y that there Wz a single licensee of this type in Sunamganj up tot end of

September-

-




Syndicate 1

Inspit

1944 MOTION

rd by my hon. Friend, Mr Whittaker, |
Sir. he has justly said that no cambling with the
his should no doubt be the criterion of the procu-
He also mentioned how majority of the
criticised the Syndicates.

As to the nice speech that has been delive
would refer to only two  points.
people’s food should be allowed.
rement policy of any civilised Government.
Members coming from the Surma Valley had very severely
It is enoush condemnation of the policy adopted by the Agencics.

I ecannot but admire the restrain, which my hon. Friend, Maulavi Magbul
Hussain Chaudhury exhibited in delivering his speech. 1 did not expect him to admit
of the charges that were made against him, but he has ]):‘l‘ibrmcd a diflicult job with
dignity and scelf-respect. 1 am sorry, Sir. that I cannot admire in the same - tune, the
fery and furious speech delivered by my hon. Friend, Maulavi Abdur Rahman. In this
connection. I am reminded of an earlier remark made by my Friend, Mr. Aditya, that
“‘when passion runs high, reason retires”. That was exactly the case with Maulavi

Abdur Rahman. "
Sir. 1 admit that 1 do not possess the same language nor the same temperament
to reply to his speech in the same vein.  He has poured upon my poor head all kinds
invectives and innundoes which I did not deserve. These I cannot
all the strength that I command. Sir, Maulavi Abdur Rahman
the fact that I could not be a partner of the
started a Svlhet-wide agitation. At the next breath, Sir, he gave away
he said. that though he assured to safeguard my interest, but still,
be a partner with him. Here also, he
Magbul Hussain Chaudhury.
Friend has thrown out a good deal of challenges to the hon. Members
instance of corruption, practised by him. In this connection, for
the information of the hon. Members of this House I would read out the report which
was submitted to the Chairman, Enquiry Committee, Provincial Muslim League,
Assam, regarding purchase of rice and paddy in Habiganj. It runs as follows:—

ol insinuations,

but refute with
started by sayving that because ol

his case when
¢ ol his soothing words I did not agree to

directly contradicts his other partner, Maulavi

Sir, my hon.
to cite one single

R 7o

The Chairman, Enquiry Committee (regarding purchase of rice and paddy)
Provincial Muslim League, Assam.

Sir,
I have made enquiries assisted by Maulavi Md. Monowar Tarafdar, Maulavi
Ali Akbar Tarafdar, B. L., Maulavi A. J. Abdur Nur Choudhury and Maulavi Sayid
Md. Munidul Hussain about the purchase of rice and paddy by the Eastern Bengal
in Habiganj Subdivision and my report is as

and Assam Clommercial Syndicate

follows :—

(1) The Aman and Sail paddy were and are being purchased by the Syndicate
or their Agents

The Syndicate h
there is a vast area where onl
and difficultics of the people.

9) The price of Sail rice given by the Syndicate or their Agents varied from
Rs. 9 to Rs. 10 and price of Aus rice varied from Rs. 5-8 to Rs. 8.

(3) The weight given by the Syndicate or their Agents varied from 82 tolas 10
annas (a seer) to 85 tolas thoueh the weight fixed by the Government is 80 tolas.

(4) Persons who took their paddy to Government Agents’ godowns were detained
for days and in many cascs their paddy were refused. This was done apparently with
the motive of lowering down the prices of paddy. ¥

(5) Unusual delay was made by the Syndicate in paying the price of paddy in al-
most all cases and in many cases price has not yet been paid though the purchase was

made one or two months before.
I enclose herewith written complaints received from different sellers during our

enquiry. The time at our disposal was very short otherwise thousands of such complaint
would have been forthcoming. .

at rates varying from Rs. 4 to Rs. 0-8.
as not yet purchased any Buro paddy worth mentioning though
y Buro paddy is grown. This has added to them series
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Un_c thing th,:xl has struck us and pained us most was extreme  difliculties of the
pff()]')l(: ff!j’- 1ot br.l”',’ .’[[Jlt' Lo {h‘,!”,_“g- “1 Ih"il’ hitgre sto ks of '”'H:'l P Xl !.\ e
monéy for meeting their daily necessities of life. !

Yours {aithfully,

Dated Habiganj, Sd’- ABUL HUSSAIN,
The 7th .,"\'-UUF!?J/J(’I‘, 1944, President, District Musitm League.®’

~Sir, the list that is enclosed is very formidable. | propose to read out only a few
of them for the information of the hon. Members ol the Howuke

(5) @flT T —fFan <[ta7 w3 Ll ST bl AE enl T e
Afwm =@l

() atzem Afatd 000 ad—atm @em za T 93 puiso- TANTK

(J) st ss—zfa9z. ':“':; A s — 2FT bRllvO Afam el 72 I | gl
FIEET #7

(8) oatFalb—Atzara 43t S>> av ®wa eno sva pa—alim el zg
a2 1 i

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What is the use of reading out all these reports ?
These things should have been mentioned before so that Maulavi Abdur  Rahman
could have got an opportunity to reply.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Very well, Sir, 1 will not read out
any.more.

Sir, Mr. Abdur Rahman has not only shown his wrath and fury acainst me but
unfortunately he did not spare to gnash his tecth against very many respectable gen-
tlemen of Sylhet. . _ -

As regards vouchers, my hon. [Friend has said that on enquiry the :ll)])ll(.‘lt[lf)n
that was made regarding Balaganj was found to be a forged one. iu_l may I ”“l"_ him
whether it js not a fact that an enquiry was made by Mr. Waris Ali, Iixtra Assistant
Commissioner at Batpathar and the allegations were m;l;s:t:mti:u_r(l T . .

Lastly, Sir, my hon. Friend invites e to hold a mecting at ”il]_“.‘u'.'-'l{’.l to  test
his-honesty. I am rcluctant to accept his challenge.  as 1 apprehend, 1t will endan-
ger his pt:l‘snnal safety. _ . . . ! e

It appears, that there 1s a good deal of confusion in the mmq.k: ol san
Members as to whether the Agency can be cancelled forthwith. 1 Sl_'b"”t: Sir, - that
there are provisions for such cancellation. Clause 12(a) ol th,c {\‘grccnl('m
provides that if either Party want to terminate the Agency three months’ notice would
be required. ) neelled _

But sub-clause 12 (4) lays down that the Agencies may be cancel €C at a
moment’s notice if the Agencies are found deficient in the discharge 51[ Lh‘clr duties,

There is another point over which too much stress has been laid. S”“”,.I\/l‘{‘(:nj_bcm
think that the Agency should not be cancelled before an enquiry is llled. 'I_ lhI]:l < 1]1-9_”3
is no anomaly involved. Rather it will facilitate the work of enquiry. The (_’anmmtce
will be able to find out what were the delects and what amount ol cxt'm‘tu‘ms and
excesses were committed by the Agents and by what amount they .ch('.at(f()l (]’I?"“lélfr_m‘“l‘o
T accept the suggestion of Mr. Whittaker that the Chairman of the I}‘ o i (‘(’1‘““‘-‘
Clommission and Member of the Revenue T'ribunal should bu‘u} the Lmll(iully l.(mh
mittee. In this connection I suggest that at least two more non-ofhcmls’S.l}z“(_}hr-l’sdtl l(:l:ea

I will put one question to my hon. Friend, Khan Bahadur Abdul Majt t ;hr(:'l;uy.
Is it a fact that for demanding higher price for paddy purchased was he na et
ed with prosecution ?

Before I conclude, I will read out an extract from the Report ©
Policy Committee, 1943. .. )

“The solution of the food-problem does not consist merely in finding ﬂdqflﬂlate _I_)“Il-
cy. Bad policy may be ncutralised, to some extent at least, by adequate, Elfll’llll}-lsf.l”i_ltl()n.;
bad admirlisiratlon will wreck any policy, however good, And guﬂd administi ation in thiy
connection calls not only for the normal qualities :;)f assiduity and conscientiousness, butg

some hon,

( the Food-gmins

want nt-
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| s t s realization of the fact that the hves ol \E-“”ﬂ]!‘!lcll"p“ and

t calls tor 2 reahiz . » foe] that arar

. x.,..!l who cannot help themselves are at nt.l‘l\tl .l \ _fI -(:ir '(lalt) t'.\ (}1}
PNIRED SORL SRS Y Adwministestion i every part of India, should be inspire v the
Mimber of the Food Administration -

) 4 | - S NY SN 1 1 ‘.] l) lh‘ V' Imay l)i tll( ]l
l[ ] i 1 i i g":"" S noweaver } llll-ll-ll I lllllll]( J 3 l(‘ lllll
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: y -
for somethinge clse.

With these few words, Sir, I resume my seat, " :
| i j i JLLA : Mr. Speaker
jon'ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUI ]1 2 4 -.(‘ \L P Ikela

by e Ol Dle . ‘ i S ! g - . ‘ o >F ;

Hodnerty '\ in the House long this time as I expounded the Government

i TPl il el ] th vesterday. [ tried not to engender any heat by
icy i thns matter at great length yes ay. - ‘ ’ gl
b BB nv controversial matters and 1 was congratulate d[ '151‘;1111 : 1“\”‘ lllhl
, el 4 l P e . : 18 = g = > 10ouse. wve ~
S ‘I | hich 1 placed the Government position betore the He u; l“l.

= I ol N vl My Bta 5l ‘haracterise my speech o
ittt \i' »present Motion was pleased this afternoon to ¢ haract ok ) ,Il cch
e L 1;' But, Sir, what is the use of giving credit and in the same
AS IT1ArVelions., o =

vesterday ik e

y ney oh in a qualified form :
Ureatly ScjGE LORL i hw- e -:\l}-l't'iil:l{\d‘ l!\ul‘.ill‘:ll.ll\l'; .-\[‘-\Ilul Bari Chaudhury, for nli'
that the :!]\i_vl'-“-;:at(:"vxl'fll_lr:::l:‘:”h_\iwr\lill}i‘mli\‘ ,1.0;ilill_'~! o h}']‘l"“l"'ic}" He sh‘t‘)nld come
"-‘l""‘ili".l]. SR i m‘lt\--lll\ openly that T have sided with the »\gcmt‘_\'. Sir, when I
o oo tl-“-"‘-( ‘“\"I' l \lulfti Bari Chaudhury espoused th. cause ot_ poor peasants
s }'(‘h“.“lily s “I . l' did not want to detract even one jot \_)l admiration for him.
. A UEby ]w‘:”.i.m.ljé_i. my statement that he was trying by this means to expose ti'{e
Aol “h‘!l?‘ i I the malpractices that are being committed by them or the{r
deforts of e ARNS e : shamed being the sponsor of a noble idea and a bold experi-
cmployees. . '\‘-}]“VUI](I- hu‘n-.:]\..-‘(-a‘('tica-s of any on¢, be it Mr. Maqbul Hussain Ch;ludhurY
Mg 0k FIPETS \1\'11:«-11 ‘l ".Li‘tl all those facts before the House I \v;m'rcd to Cftol the
. :\nylmtl}'_ (.li(‘. \hdul Bart ‘(:h;uulhm'r. [ wish I could con;".tl‘ul;nv 1111}1 on his per-
activities of M1 - sterd !\“ and today il he had taken a i\xli' out ol l‘hc b(_)ok of
formance both '\(»; < ’\“H'l\-. md o enly declared that his intention in moving th.ls Mo-
o R;.l)iml‘r‘:l -'\fl'{-l- 1\ \1'1'“ \“.Iil\'.l did. 1 was rcally amused when my l'_rw.nd said that
o e '\.”“Im'““ “l‘ ..»\_\"(‘:l v, whiercas at every stage, I have been l_lc‘lpmg Mr. Abdu]
L was siding \\'{lll l‘ ~K'. 1 “\:."h’ich he has been espousing, naimely of exposing the ma]-
Bari (:}“ll‘(!.l!ll-"_‘\‘;l,l lt llllt“n Ml'lc said that he had written me a letter in which he did not
el lhlh’ . 11('1""t1.i11~‘t the Syndicate.  That was in January 1!)4-.-1- :l‘nf‘)f. the Agency
make any :l“'t“‘-‘,-‘l“‘.)f (‘u\—\‘\"-u'(-ls the latter part of December. He saw me in bhlllong Shol‘tly
g ll(l(' 11 11;0\-(3 tacts which he has placed betore the House now. He call-
sy and GREE ( [‘ll '-r-thv National War Front meeting at Sunamgmy in Fcbruary
e e gk v Pw?“(ﬂluri?'nmn’ ‘ol' the Reception Committee. The entire length of hig
BHEL B W Lllu- 1 ;-;Iun ol the actions of the Syndicate. I never stopped him ang
speech was CONE ”[ [)‘5 yeak. My Friend, Mr. Akshay Kumar Das was there and he also
I "'“C”umf*{cd. h]““] 1'( Li-"'l“lill policy ol the Bombay Government.  So at every stage my
spoke quoting (e ‘(1'-U= )¢ ;t of a detecter and at every stage I enquired into his allega-
Friend did 1.'3”“..5’ i lp.n last month he asked me to preside over another National War
o bll“]) on i'\‘ ‘I‘wunl- there at great personal inconvenience and heard what
P - ;?t t)u::l:,r and even in that mecting, I told the audience that through
tl'm agp EK('('HI(.S I”\vould try to procure as much rice z}nd paddy as possible from shis
Cagverme 3 ance them one-third ol the sale price. Even after a]l this, he charac-
peagants m:l(; ]:f‘(,\(lll of yesterday as pleading for the Agency. 1 did not really expect this
;;11:(13:([11:)?1}1 )i/h Abdul Bari Chaudhury.

I comc to the points raised in the debate. I.wouH_ not take much time
Now find there are various misunderstandings in the minds of many people.
Mongh 1 ~1E§m Members said that the Rice Procuring Agencies of Government
MOlSt of t;]“’,l mo.nO[JOlY in the rice trade. ‘That is not correct, as T stated vesterday.
"Fﬁicci‘l:’q:;r;néovcrnmcnt licensees, ordinary t‘r”(_l.m..s an;:‘l ‘t_I‘n\'.n l.hl:'l‘e are special Agencies
who were given licenses to trade m_l:u‘gc ¢]u‘1111111§:3 (12 “.('Liml.c paddy.  Morecover, the
Syndicate could not buy and sell in .thn ¢ llnm- ¢t 5 they were asked to purchase
and despatch the rice and paddy as dirceted by the Supply Department of the Assam
Government.
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Then, again Mr. Mookerijee vesg :

o S‘f‘cur',r (%’ o l.' .\fnufttrjt,r vesterday said that the Acency was given without

I.hey .A.' ity being (rl.kf‘ll from l.ln- Avents. He is entirely mistaken. for we asked

= ,g?‘nc}y to deposit a2 sum of Rs. 50,000 as security for performance of their

EC : of the contract, which they did. The only thing that I nced refer to
re 18 Ihat, as I stated vesterday B ) : ; :

ves ay, syovernment  has been  moving in  the

ma i ‘hic ' ! y :
tai{(r:j:cr "[l‘}”‘ “}}H’h t-h(' h.”“'. _‘\1‘7'“1“""‘* of this House want action to be
of :1 ‘C P d f{‘JJIJt ”f. difference  between  us is as revards the formation

( ommittee of Enquiry. [ will request every hon.  Member of  this T T—

aspect of the r{ucst'ir-)u th':ti if —r' :‘1 y f_['],.l'} -[(‘-””rl M i ieione: o House this
in the Surma Valley 'm'rl l}u.); ) '-(-”..l:[“.' m{}.(- : l-“l.“"]fm- the Tfice pracuring SgCHUES
finished either in :m;n(( of a x;-,l-f-it :l : g -‘Iml.”” y Gommittee, if after the enquiry 13
to these Agencies ’ l_' ’ B i ' AS “. ”{:"ln 1, and the charges are not brought home

e Agencies, what happens then 2 In the first place, we heve condemned
unheard an innocent party ; then the Rice Procuring Scheme will be upset, spsoll arie Tiwaa
WC' C{tn set up some other m';g;mis:alin;: to procure in the meantime, the much-needed
rclm[_to the poor peasantry will be denied to them. Let us take the other side of the
question. We start an enquiry against these Agencies,  If from the enquiry it is defini-
tely found that the Agencies have purchased rice and paddy at a certain I]l';(‘(:, but they

have charged Government a higher price, then it will be open for Government either
But what help will that be to

to prosecute them or to demand damages from them.

the peasants ? If the peasants have been  cheated, they have got the Criminal Court

open to them. If they want to be paid the [ull control I""i“' they will have to
In any case, the Committee of Enquiry, il it is

go to the Civil Court for proper relict.
set up only for the purpose  oi finding the truth of the allegations abou
tices, will not be of much help. T hope the hon. Members listened  carefully to the
spcech, as it deserved, of the Leader of the Buropean Group. He suggested a
Committee of Enquiry for the purposes of finding the best methods of procuring
the large surplus grains of rice and paddy from an admitted surplus arca in the year
1945 when we will be faced with a situation which is fraught with grave danger to the
people of the Province. And in this matter, he suggested the names of two Govern-
ment Officers who are beyond the jurisdiction of the Ministry. Sir, if the House
want I have got absolutely no objection to accept a  Committee of Enquiry for the
purposes mentioned by Mr. Whittaker composed of these two Government Oflicials.
(A voice : Not two, but three with Mr. Desai ) Mr. Desai is not available at the present

moment. He has al-

t the malprac-

He is on leave, and he will be coming back in the new ycar.
ready been earmarked for a higher and a very responsible post. SO probably he
will not be available.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: Mr. Whittaker may be taken in.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : No, Sir. ‘

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : My hon. Friend
Khan Sahib Maulavi Muhammad Amiruddin has guggested that in order to u_ndc:rsm‘nd
the lJanguage and interpret the feelings of the people and the spirit in which
the enquiry shall have to be made, our lcarncd Advocate-General should be included.
If the House desire, I may include him to help the Committee of Enquiry. I will
be pardoned, and I will be spared the criticism that I am siding with the Agency,
if I oppose a Committee ol mixed oflicials and non-oflicials. And my reasons arc as

follows : .

If we take non-officials in the Committee, I think I cannot ignore th_c claims of
the hon. Members of this House to sit in that Committee. I find, Sir, that the
Members of this House have ranged themselves in two groups—onc for the Syndicates
and the other against them. Those who have spoken against, they have spoken in
such a manner as if they had sifted all the evidence that were placed befere them
and they had already pre-judged the issue. Tt will therefore be unfair to the Syndi-
cates, to the Government and to those Members themleves, 1o include them in the
Committec when 'thcy have already formed a ‘very decided ()p’in
the other hand, if I do not take any Member of this House, who are repr

ion on one side. On
esentative.
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of the pcople, T will have to go outside and take some people from the Surma Valley,
because the Committee’s sphere of action will be the Surma V.lll(‘._\-’. who are either
retired Government Servants or public men outside the Legislature. Normally, the
Bar Association p:'mllu'r- men who voice the grievances of the pul)lic, and as stated
on the floor of this House, various Bar Associations have already identified themselves
against the Svndicates. Therefore they also will not be proper persons to sit in the
Committee of Enquiry. Lastly, Sir, my hon. Friend, Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan,
made an im],‘“._\i”“(.d _l.:,pf-_l] to me En'rs‘)u;:[l'\' Lo ]n'(‘si(l(' over this l‘lll(llli!‘_\' Committee.
I will excuse him if he does not understand  Conatitutional Law.  As I will He the
final authority to pass judgment on the report of this Committee of Enquiry, I cannot
both be a member of that and the final authority. Therefore, I amsorry I cannot
oblige him by making this enquiry myself.

Sir, one word more and 1 will imish.  But I am sorry to find that the Member
whom I wanted to speak is absent, 1. ¢, Mr. Mookerjee.  1n the beginning of
his speech  yesterday, he started by complaining that I showed partiality in allowing
My, Abdul Bari’s Motion to be tabled and discussed, whereas, at the same time, I did
not agree to his Motion being admitted. 1 noted on the file that there was a misunder-

and the Supply Department for, I believed that I passed orders
to the Department to table a Government Motion to be moved by myself.  On  that
I wrote on the file when iy consent was sought tha: I was mvsell moving
a Motion and Mr. Mookerjee will get his chance to speak then, so I need not give con-
sent. Later on, when I found that sugh a Motion has not been placed on behalf of
the Government and Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury brought his Motion, I readily agreed,
so that the House may get a ('h_;uu-c- for discussing this burning topic. My hon. Fricnd;
Mr. Badiyanath Mookerjee, himsell .:\dmilu-d towards the middle of his speech when
you, Sir, Mr. Speaker, pulled him up for introducing question on consumer goods and
the Excise Department (l(‘:’!llng‘ wu}x it. At this stage he admitted the reason why I did
not agree to his Motion I)(‘l}];" iksll‘lllllt'd. o . .

Then again, Sir, he in his chavacteristic l;l.\‘lllt‘)ll gave me credit that when I
:q)pointrd this Agency, I ncl'vd bonafide, but just after a few sentences, he stal‘tc‘q by
saying that by uppomllng‘llns Agency, I ]1;1\'(‘_ done the l)ln(‘kc.st act in my political
life. When, Sir, people ol the type of Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee has not been able to
bring an unbiassed I‘nll.ld in the (hscuss:'un ol this subject, 1_wil] not be doing justice
cither to the House or for the cause which is at the heart of most Members, if I start
ittee of officials and non-oflicials. If the House will agree to the

an Enquiry Co aml : & o :
Whittaker as amended by Khan Sahib Maulavi Muhammad

suggestion made by Mr. _ : : : .
Amiruddin, I will not object to an Enquiry Committee, and I will request His

Excellency to allow these three oflicials who are directly under him to form the Com-
mittee of Enquiry. I "

The Hon’ble the bl’h;\l\.l_‘.l\ E Ihe hon. Members have received a list of Amend-
d into four *groups according to the subject matter to which
I shall now take up group No. I. In group No. I there
Sahib Dewan Ahbab Chaudhury whether

against

standing between myselt

impression,

ments classified and arrange
these Amendments relate.
are four Amendments. 1 would ask Khan

he presses his Motion. B
Khan Sahih Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Yes Sir,
I press my Motion. _ .
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : I am placing this Amendment before the House.
The question is:
«That ‘the inverted commas and the fullstop’ after the word ‘consideration’ be
replaced by a comma and the following words be added at the end of the Motion—
‘and that all the Government Agencies in the Surma Valley for procurement of paddy

and rice be cancelled.”
There is also another part of this Amendment that ‘the ban on free trade be with-

drawn’., I shall deal with it later on,

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir.  May I ask the hon. Mover what
he means by the term ‘cancel’.  Does it cover the ‘non-renewal’ ? These are two
different questions. One is summary cancellation and the other is non-renewal.  Ag

*See Appendix Id
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the Hon’ble Prime Minister said that the contract of the Government Agzengy expires
automatically on the 31st of December, would the hon. Member accept finth porisfenes
wal and summary cancellation ? |

Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AIHIBAB CHAUDHURY : 1 accept
the Amendment.

Th(: I'I(Hl’]!!‘f lhf‘ &”l.\!(_[,l( l.ll“!"‘ 1S N9 f"l",?iu:s O]l acceptance, \\‘ll.ll !lun,
Mr. Whittaker wants to know is whether the hon.  Membes ,,'1.-,._;;c_ Ly using the
word—*‘cancel?, that it is also to include non-renewal of the license.

han Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBADR CHAUDIHIURY @ Yes, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The question is:

““T’hat the ‘inverted commas and the fulstop’ alter the word consideration’ be
rcplac.';d by a comma and the following wo ds to be adde | at the end of the Moton
cand that all the Government Agencies in the Surma Valley for procurcment of paddy
and rice be cancelled.” ” '

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER @ [ think, the other Amendments under group No.1
fall through.

Then I come to Amendments in group 1. Docs Maulavi Mabarak Al press his
Amendment ?

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: I press, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER . T'he qu-stion is:

¢« That the ‘inverted commas and fullstop’ afier the word ‘consideration’
and the following words e added-—and an Enspuiry Commnittee consisting il
2nd non-officials be constituted to enquire into the working of the purchasing Acencics’.

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ think, the Lother Amend ments under group 1T
fall through.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER @ Now let us come to group No. IIL ) _

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : Sir, T do not want to press my Motion, that is
No. (I). o

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then let us conswder i
Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan’s Amendment No. 3 is very comprchensive.

The qu('.sti()n 155 B 3 . i

««That the ‘inverted commas and fullstop” after the word ‘consideration he mlf‘““].
and the following words be added - fand that the minimum and maximum I)“C‘f_“i
these commodities be fixed from time to time with reference to their delivery at .‘1‘11-})110_
ved stations to be opencd for the purpose and the price chart be duly published to
make it reach the rural arcas in the Province’

The guestion was negatived.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKLER: Let us now take up Maulan . L fulls
another Amendment. The Amendments are that the inverted comimas ax.lt_. ullstop
after the word <consideration” at the end of the Motion be 1“"!’1“‘:"(1 by a (,‘injllga .an.d
the following be added —¢tand that the purchase of rice and paddy ]111 4 1“1 ‘(]lil;::i(}«
Valley be made through direct Government Agency’, ¢arrangciments -Jctl“(]‘ lc::'in'ﬁ'i y
made for purchase of entire surplus stock of Buio paddy. .sl.n(:k t.lu:m .‘1L‘ 1 .)ﬂy; -l‘mn?s
of the sellers by paying at least 51 per cent. oi the price immediately 'S“Lf' sl(.)r‘(‘d‘ s
Sali and Aus paddy be purchased immediately by the Government 43 addy’.” oy
Government godowns’, and “minumum price be fixed for the sale of rice and P y.

The Hon'ble Maulavi Sayid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

he omitted

ol ollicials
1)

Amendment No. 2 (d).

a Abdul Hamid Khan’s

Omn a_point cf
information, Sir. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan has agreed that 1t should be 40 per
cent. instead of 50 per cent.
Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: Yes, Sir, T agreed.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then in place of 50 per cent.
40 per cent.
The question is: o
““JThat the ‘inverted commas and fulstop’ after the word ¢cconsideration” at the end
of the Motion be replaced by a comma and the [ollowing be added—<and that the
purchase of rice and paddy in the Surma Valley be made through direct Government
Agency’,

it should be read
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P l(l(l‘:\l ‘["il;f"';]"tns be immediately '!“".h' for purchase of entire surplus stock OFBU:O
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price’ inntr,:c-litl‘lltr:-llt\l,_-'l.( the granaries of the scllers by paying at least 40 per cent. of the
‘Surplus Amon. Sali and Aus paddy be purchased immediately by the Govern-
ment and stored them in Government gimlnwns and minimum price be fixed for the

sale of rice and paddy’.”

The qustion was adopted.
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Just one point, Sir, about Amendment No. 2. Does

Maulavi Mabarak Ali-accept the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s modification ? The Hon’ble*

Prime Minister said that he will accept the Motion for an enquiry provided the
A

Comunittee consists of oflicials.
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Now, Mr. Whittaker wants to know whether

Maulavi Mabarak Al accepts the assurance ol the Hon’ble Premier to constitute a
official Enquiry Committee for a mixed Committee ol oflicials and non-officials H,n
Motion has been accepted by the Still it is open to Maulavi .\Ial)ara'k AI?
to siy whether he is agrecable to accept the assurance given by the Hon’ble Premier,

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: I accept the assurance given by the Hon’ble Prime
Minister plus non-oflicial members will be taken.

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: On a point of informa
tion, Sir, may 1 know whether the enquiry will be an open one ? s

The Hon’ble Maulavi Sayid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It must be an

but I cannot commit myself to any line of action.
MABARAK ALI: However, Sir, I shall have no objection if even an

House.

Ol)ﬂ” one
Maulavi

official Committee be constituted. .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think it is also the sense of the House that th

Hon’ble Primier’s assurance be accepted. (Cries of *‘yes, yes.”) o B
Then Group No. IV, Amendment No. 3. Then I am putting it in this way,

The question 1s:
¢¢I'hat in case Government
granaries of the producers themselves...... '
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : No, Sir, not that one.
wed by Government étc.”
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Yes, then: The question is:
¢T'hat a portion of stock procured by Government be retained as a reserye
against possible deficits in the Surma and the Assam Valleys™.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir, before th
House I think there is no necessity for it. I think nothincc,
o

question is put before the : .
will be taken out ol the Province. It will be used in the Province. I think itis not

yurchase paddy and rice ar stock i
l s i 3 e and stock them in the
The Amendment is ““A portion

of stock proct

necessary, Sir. )
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Any other Amendment going to be pressed ?
(Cries of ‘‘no, no’.)

Then 1 would ask each of the hon. Members, in whose names the remaining

Amendments -stand, to rise up in his seat and ask leave of the House t i

his Amendments that remain to be %lt to thclvotc. o withdraw
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: I beg leave of the House to withdraw

other Amendments which stand in my name and have not been put to t?n‘:Wl\tzlcl)(l::lcm“ the
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : . I take it that the hon. Member has got leavcl: f th

House to withdraw the Amendments. ~of the
The Amendments were, by leave &(’)i the House, withdrawn,
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: I beg leave of the H :

other Amendments which stand in my name and have not been p,ftufg :?CWItthdraw the
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I think the hon. Member hgas 1 thl) c,’

House to withdraw the Amendments. got leave of the
The Amendments were, by leave of the House, withdrawn.
Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: I beg leave of the i . ‘

other Amendments which stand in my name and have not been use }io withraw the
The Amendments were, by leave of the House, withdrawnput to the vote. )
M i MA CHAU 7 ¥

i, aulavi QBUL HUSSAIN AUDHURY: 1do not press my Amendment,
The Amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn,
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Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan Muhammad Ahbalb Chaudhury.
K.h'.’m Sahil .\I.mlfu'i Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBABLR CHAUDHURY : I beg
l(:ilW: f’[ the House to withdraw the second part ol my Amendinent.
I'he Amend ment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.
Adjournment , ‘
I'he Assembly was then adjourned tll 11 A on’l hursday the 23rd f\n\-c-mhvr,
., 1944, '

Shillong, A. K. BARUA,
f_he 16!/! _7(1]]21(1]_‘;’, f‘)f‘; Secrelary, jr,-"-,:- slalive . Is -r'H:{'i«"," ,[‘-,-‘“,., "

APPENDIX.  “E"
Amendnients to be put on Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury’s Motion regarding
food-grains procurement policy of the Government of Assam.
Group | '
Reparding cancellation of the present Government Agencies in the Surma Valley

1 Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury .

“and that all the Government Agencies in the Surma Valley for procurement
of paddy and rice be cancelled * [ and the ban on free trade be witadrawn]™

2. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy—

¢“and that all Government Agencies and licensees for procuremen
dy on behalf of Government in the Surma Valley be cancelled”.

3. Babu Rabindra Nath Adiya-

“and that the present system of procurement of rice and

4. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan -

“and that the present Agencics appointed by Government
procurement of rice and paddy be cancelled’’.

Group 11
Regarding selting up an Iinquiry Commitlee to investipale into the complainis aganst the procure-

ment Agencies in the Surma Valley.

1. Maulavi Mabarak Ali—

¢and an Enquiry Committee consisting of officials anc -oil
enquire into the working of the Government purchasing Agencles’ .

9.  Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy— _ . o

«and that an Enquiry Committee be constituted with officials :'uul'n‘r_m’-n‘l.(‘?tals to
enquire into the allegations made against the said Agencics and Pﬂ"“mi[‘“ ]é“-‘-f‘““st the
Eastern Bengal and Assam Commercial Syndicate and to recommend to Governmey,
the necessary measures to be taken against them?.

3. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya—

¢¢(¢) and an Enquiry Committce be set up with
complaints of malprac_tiCcs against some ol existing procurc
ting ways and means for better jprocurement on examination 0
sent system’”. i

4. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan—

¢and that a Committeee of Enquiry be appointed t e
practices of the present purchasing Agencies in the Surma Valley®.
' Group 111 o
Regarding purchase of surplus paddy and rice by Government and frxalton

maximum price of these commodtlies.

1. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy—

«“T'o arrange forthwith purchase of the entire mai
in the Surma \}’lal(;ey directly from the producers throug
wing the methods mentioned below :

B(") Bottom price of rice and paddy be fixed at the present scheduled rate fixeq by
the Government and also fix a reasonable maximum price”.

2. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya— . .

“and that (c) the marketable surplus in rice and paddy be purchased lt{r‘ll1wlt}l Iy

the Government on condition of its being ware-housed by the sellers at (;()vernment
expense ;

t of rice and pad-

paddy be discontinued?®?,

in the Surma Valley for

1 non-officials be constituted £

a view to inw‘:sti‘gnting into the |
ment Agencles and Sugges.
{ the defects of the e,

o enquire into the alleged ma)

of the minimun,
f . Ang

ketable surplus of paddy and rie
h Government machinery fo]lue

-

e . s e A S

N.B. * See No.l1 of Group IV.
.. - -
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o Minimum and maximum price of these commodities be fixed from time to
time with reference to their delivery at approved stations to be opened for the purpose
and the price chart be duly published to make it reach the rural arcas in the Province™.

2. Mauluna Abdul Hamid Khan-
“and that (3) the purchase of rice and

through direct Government Agency,
(4) aranvements be immediately made for purchase of entire surplus stock of

Buro paddy, stock them at the granaries of the sellers by paying at least 50 per cent. of

(d

paddy in the Surma Valley be made

the price immediately, .
(5) surplus Amon, Sali and Aus paddy be purchased immediately by the Govern-

ment and stored them in Government godowns, and
(¢) minimum price be fixed for the sale of rice and paddy™.
Group 1V
Independent Amendments
1. Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury—
[“and that all the Government Agencies in the Surma Velley for procurement of
paddy and rice be cancelled] and the ban on free trade be withdrawn™.

2. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya—
“and that (#) normal trade channels be restored as far as possible subject to such

control and supervision by the Government as may be deemed necessary from time to
time?”’,

3. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy-
[¢{2) T'o arrange forthwith purchase of the entire marketable surplus of paddy

and rice in the Surma Valley directly from the producers through Government
machinery following the methods mentioned below —]

(i) Sce No.1 of Group. IE1.
(i1) Government machinery be directed ®to purchase paddy and rice from the

producers 1 co-operation  with the I'ood-Committees, Co-operative Societies and
Producers’ Comimittecs,

(iii) Purchasing centres be increased and more godowns be arranged all through-
out the surplus arcas, so that they may be within the easy reach of the producers.
In Buro areas Government may arrange the granarics ol producers till 31st March
1945 as codowns and further arrange extra m-zuln!)lc houses of persons who may
spare them for the godown purpose, 1n consultation with the aforesaid peoples’
committces. In Amon and Sail areas, Government shall arrange extra available

consultation with the committees

houses of persons who may sparc

mentioned above and untilisc them as godowns, .
(iv) In casc Government purchase paddy and rice and stock them in the

granaries ol the producers  themselves at least 50 per cent. of t_hc prices are to be paid
to the sellers immediately and the rest to be paid with the clearance of

them in

godowns, :

(v) “Winter tracks be constructed in arcas away from rivers or railway cen-
tres and carts, motor- trucks, horses and mules be used for transport of rice and
padcly from these areas. > . oy

(3) Government licences be issued to the (JSJ'UP"-'TI}UVC Societies and honest
traders under the recommendation of Food Committees 1n deficit areas for pur-
chase of rice and paddy from surplus areas within the Valley.

(4) A portion of stock procured by Government be retained as a reserve
against possible deficits in the Surma and the Assam Valleys”_

4. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya—

“and that the cess now levied on food grains procured from other Provinces
be reduced by 50 per cent, in order to put them on to the market at a lower

pricc”.
5. Maulavi Muhammad Magqbul Hussain Chaudhury._,
“and the Procurement Agencies in the Province gpp'cig_ll\" in  Surma Valley

pe given all facilities {or procurement’.
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