Proceedings of the Fiftcenth Session of the First Assam Legislative Assembly,
assembled under the provisions of the Government of Indin Act, 1935.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 A, on Saturday
the 18th November, 1944,
PRESENT

i _Thc Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble
Ministers and sixty Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given.)
Re Supply Superintendents

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :
*84. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the functions of the Supply Superin-
« ter dents recently appointed by Government ? '
(b) Isit a fact that such an Officer has been placed for Dibrugarh ?
(¢) Is it a fact that such Officers are appointed to relieve the bxtra
Commissioners for Magisterial duties ?
(d) Is it a fact that the Deputy Commissioner, Lakhimpur, has
making over charge to the Supply Superintendent, Dibrugarh ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
84. (a)—They are in charge of the whole supply work in the districts concerned
under the general supervision and control of the Deputy Comrmnissioners.

Assistant

not ordered

The Inspec-

tors, Sub-Inspectors of Supply and the clerical staff for supply work will work under
ihe direction of the Superintendents of Supply who are directly responsible tol the
at least

Deputy Com missioners. In addition, they are required to do office work and

15 days touring in a month.

' (b)—Yes.

(¢)—Yes, partly.
d)—Government have no such information. _

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAL: Will the Hon’ble Premier state whether it
is a fact that the charge of Supply work has not been entrusted to the Supply Superin-
tendent, Dibrugarh ? ‘

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The charge of the
Supply Department still remains with the Deputy Commissioner :{.n(l he may delegate
his power to any onc of his subordinate Magistrates. But the duues of the Supply Sup-
erintendent, as enumerated, are to supervise the Supply work in_the district concerned
and to be in charge of the Inspectorate and Sub-Inspectorate of Supply. He is not to
bother himself with office affairs which still lie with the Deputy Commissioner. .

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Is the Extra Assistant Clommissioner in
charge of Supply to continue to function under the Deputy Commissioner as the Supply

' r?

Ofﬁc’;‘he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAA‘DULT..{X 3 I do not kn(.)w
what designation he is given, but from the correspondence of the District Officer with
our Supply Department, in Shillong, I understand that the charge of the Supply
subject still lies with the Deputy Commissioner. .

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: My Question is whether the Extra Assistant
Commissioner in charge of Supply is to continue to perform the work of the Supply
Superintendent along with his Magisterial work ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADJLLA : I am not sure
what special ?.rranger:;(-,nt has been made by the Deputy Con'lmi_ssioncr_ at _Dil)rugarh‘
He may continue to do the Supply Secretarial work along with his Magisterial work.

-

e
—
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Re Bhogdoi Bridge at Jorhat

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN asked :

*85. Will Government be pleased to state— _ -
(a) Whether they are aware of the d‘.qlgc:-‘ to which the pedestrians and
' cyclists are exposed on the Bhogdoi bridge over thc‘ Assam Trunk Road
at Jorhat due to the grc:u]y_mcrcascc} wheeled traffic ? _
(6) Whether they propose to con:sldcr the icnslblht_y ol constructing a footpath
! on this bridge to ensure safety to the pcclcstrllans which include a very
large number of school-going girls and boys ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

)—Yes. _ _ .

- Ei’?)——'l'hc matter is receiving attention of Government.

Mr. E. H. S. LEWIS: While the matter is” under consideration and until the
f'onlb.ricli;,'chi% (-:m;‘;tructr_*d, will Government consider placing a traffic constable at

< ¥ i " 2 ')

i s e " the bridge immediately : e |
mthc%l"l(ilcldIfljf)xlxl’ll;lc Kgl—'mu Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
done.

. iven mnotices by hon. Members and the number
Number of Questions g1 replied to by Government

Yes, that will be

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked:

; Vill Government be pleased to state—
*86. (\(':/)lll,r(l;g\t(oltlzil munhcr]oi' Questions given notices of by the hon. Members
of the Assembly and duly_ll‘nnsn}lttud to Government after admission
by the Hon’ble Speaker for replies during the last three Sessions ?
(b) The total number of Q_ucstm!\_s that‘were replied to b
the last three Sessions [figures for Starred
both (a) and () and also for three differen
rately] ?

y Government during
and Unstarred Questions in
t Sessions to be shown sepa-

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

o8, el Sessions Starréd Unstarred
D Questions Questions
March, 1943 120 135
November, 1943 ... 169 214
March, 1944 231 231
(b) Sessions Starred Unstarred
Questions Questicns
March, 1943 87 87
November, 1943 110 142
March, 1944 150 130

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE= Do Goveljnment consider that the per-
centage of answers given to Quesrions 1s unsatisfactory ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid SII I\gUHAMMAD SAADULLA; I am regretfully
to admit, Sir, that a large percentage of Questions coylg por be answered. I personally
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try my level best to place as muh information as possible.  Certain ()uestions
could not be answered as they were put very late during the Session and  the “District
Ofﬁcer_s had to be consulted. T am impressing upon all  that as many Questions
as possible should be answered and that il the Questions requiring information from
the district cannot be answered, ad interim answers to that cffect should be given. 1

hope matters will improv - in the future.
Mr, BAIDYA.\AIH. MOOKER]JEE :  Isit not a fact that a larger numb-r of
Questions were answered in previous Sessions when the Congress Members used to
T'here is nothing

takc'r)‘art in the Assembly discussions

I'he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
whatsoever to do with the attendance of the Congress Mzmbers.

) Mr. BA_IDYANATI‘I‘M()()KER_]]';!'Z: May I know whether the number of Ques-
tions were higher at that time than at prescnt or not !

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The number of
Questions were less and therelore the number of Questions answered were of higher per-
centage. For c_xamplc, in the March Session, 1943, the number of Starred Questinns
were 120, of which 87 werc answered, and th: number of Unstarred Questions in  the
March Session, 1944, were 231 of which only 130 could be answered.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: [Isita fact that Government deliberately

did not like to answer some Questions ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

already regretted the inability to answer certain Questions on account of their late

also for want of information from the districts in time. I hope matters will

[s it not a fact that [lifteen days’ notice is

No, Sir. [ have

receipt and

improve in the future.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE:
necessary ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: ‘Then, why my Questions, which were sent
even two months before the Session, have not been answered ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: My hon. I'riend
is partially correct. I have scen that one or two Questions, of which very timely notice
was given, were not replied and action was taken at a very late stage. 1 have ordered

an ad interim reply should be given il the whole Question cannot be

the Secretariat that a y st
ference to the District.

answered without re
Karimpur Tea Estate disaster

Mr. BAIDYANA'TH MOOKERJEE asked:

xg7. Will Government be pleased to state—

deaths due to collapse of

he total number of
he South Sylhet Subdivision

Tea Estate in t
18th June, 1944, noon B

(b) The total number of persons injured ?
(c) The total number of injured between the age

pcrmancntly invalid ?

(d) Whether all the dead pers
(¢) Of the persons, both injure
and how many belonged t

(a) T

d and killed, how many wer
o other castes (figures for both

Lilled to be shown separately) ?
f) Whether all these victims were Garden labourers ?
(g) 1f not, who were they ?
1 provision of food ?
nd medical

(h) Who were responsible for their safety a1
(i) Who were responsible for their lodging, sanitary arrangeients a

help, etc. ?

a leaf house in the Kari npur
ol Sylhet District on

s of 47 to 49 years becoming

ons were identified ?
¢ Hindus, Muslims
injured and
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_j) How many persons were lodged in the leaf house on the date on which
it collapsed ?
(k) What was the plinth area and the height of the house ?
(/; How many storied was the house conzerned ?
m) What was the height of each floor
») What are the reasons for collapse according to the version of the garden
authorities ?
(n) Whether there were walls in the leaf house ?
() What were the supports of the leal house ?
() When the building was erected ?
(r) How, by whom and when the first information of the incident was given
to the Government !
(s) Whether any reason was stated therein for the collapse of the house ?
(t) 1f so, what was that ?
Will Government be pleased fo state-—
(a) What step or steps did Government take alter receiving the first informa-
tion ?
(b) Whether the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, went to the place of
occurrence ?
(¢) If so, when ? ‘ g
(d) Whether he submitted any report ?
(e} It so, what is that ? )
( /) When the report was submitted ? _
(2z) Whether the Deputy Commissioner went there with medical unit ?
() Who were the other Government ollicers that nccgmpanicd him ?
(i) Whether the Deputy Commissicner arranged for  the removal of the
injured persons to Sylhet ? ‘ :
(j) If so, how many wer: so removed in all -:md by what conveyance ?
(k) Who fed the injured persons on the way ? _
(/) Whether it is a fact that there was no lighting arrangement in the place
of orcirrence and that the rescuework had to be stopped in the evening?
(m) Whether it is a fact that no shed for cooking was provided for these
labourers ?
(n) Whether it is a [act that there was scarcity of drinking water for these
g labourcrs ? )
(0) Whether any building expert later visited the garden and saw the col-
’ lapsed house on behall of Government ?
( p) If so, what were the reasons for collapse according to him ?
(9)° Whether the Controller of Emigrant Labour went to the place of occur-
rence ? ‘ ;
(r) If so, when and whether he has submitted any report ?
(s) Whether itis a fact that the house'was gradually leaning from a day or
two before the date of collapse ?

%89 (a) Will Government be ljlc%s?d to state whether any magisterial or judicial
or any other kind of enquiry or enquiries were made to find out the real cause of the
collapse of the house ?

(b) If su, will Government be pleased to lay on the table the report or reports
of the said enguiry or enquiries ?
-(¢) What step or steps do Government propose to take on the findings of the
enquiry or enquirices - ' ] :
(d) What were the terms of reference of the enquiy

* 88,

-

y or enquiries ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied:
87. (a)—319. . ' :
(b) —442, including 15 who died SUbscquenﬂY and are included under the
first figures. . . :
(¢)- Government have 1o information: on. thiy point.
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e (-rf) & (e)- ~-(;u=,'::r1mu:m.hnw- no precise information on the  point  but have
enquired from the Deputy Commissioner.  Almost all were Muslims
(f )—No. B
?f} -l’hr-y were Jabourers from Fastern Bengal Districts and  Svlhet.
I }Lz,_Lf) //;tl—lll.':;tf arc pomts on which  Government  have no  information
ll.wmp wjmlt. 1s (U;]tdlnl:d in the Report of the  Commission of  Enquiry  appointed by
Jheia, 2?1;(‘ since the matter may be taken to the courts, Government do not consider
estrabic to make any statement at this juncture
i g . . o . . ¥ .
r.—The Df.put}',(Mimmssmnm' telephoned to the Chiel Secretary on the
carly morning of the 19th June. ‘
. . 7 9 . et o .
. _(s) and (t)—Government prefer for the reason already given not to go into
these points at present.” B
Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Sir,

swered.
I'he Hon’ble Maulavi Sawyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : From the very

nature of the m:(;i'dt:nt, all the dead bodies could not be identified,
_ Bz‘ll)u RABINDRA NATH ADI I‘Y{\ :Is it the intention of the hon. Questioner
to insist on communal percentage even in the matter of casualties * (Laughter.)
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. T
\/Ir I}AIUY_ANA'.['H MOOKER JEI Regarding answer to Question No.87 (4)
to (¢)—1s 1t Lhr_: intention of Government to keep the Report of the Comumission of
Enquiry appointed by them as a private and confi lential document, Sir?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA Sir, I remem-
ber to have stated on the floor of this Hou:e that the matter has been taken up by
the Central Government as they say that Mr. Cramphorn was acting under their
agency ; I cannot lay the Report before the House withcut thzir permission and I

Question No.87 (d) has not been an-

cannot also take any action of my own.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, as regards reply to Question No.87 (a), may [
know on what data Government calculated the number of deaths at 319 only 7
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That is the

report of our local officers. i
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JELE:  Sir, is it not a fact that the enquiry wasa
public one ? g
¥ Yes, Sir.

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir _,\/IUH."\' IMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Then, what was the harm in giving

publicity, Sir 7

Babu DAKSHI
many days alter the date of occurrence did the docal

occurrence 7
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

NA RANJAN GUPI'A CHAUDHURI: May I know, Sir, how
officers visit the place of

I am told within

32 hours.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :  Sir, public opinion is that the number of deaths
was much higher than the figure given by Government.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I am not aware

of that, Sir. . .

= ?\/.[r, IJ;AIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE As regards Question No.87 (7), did the
ve any information to any authority in Shilong, Sir ? .

e

arden authorities gi ) ~
: The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir.

garden authorities did not inform. .
Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Sir, as

regards Question No.87 (a), is it not a fact that the Muslim dead bodies were buried

without performing JYanaza prayer ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I have received

complaints to that effect, Sir.
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The Hon'ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
88.(a)—Government satisfied themselves that the Deputy Comumissioner had
made all possible arrangements to afford reliel’ and that he was securing the co-operation

of all concerned. Theyv awaited further report he would make after visit to the site of
the disaster.

b)—Ycs

(¢)—-On the 19th Junc.

(d)-—Yes.

(¢)-—Government are not prepared to publish his report at this stage. It
was inter.ded for the information of Government only.

(f)—0On the 21st June. It reached Government on the 22nd June.

(g)- Yes.

(h)—An Assistant A. R. P. Officer with 33 A. R.P. personnel, the Civil
Surgeon, and military parties numbering 75 under two military officers—the Superin-
tendent of Police were also present.

(i)—Yes, in the cases where this was found necessary.

( 7 )—132, by train.

(k)-—Government have no detailed information, but arrangenients were made
by the Deputy Commissioner.

() to (p) and (s)-—Government do not propose to deal with these points at
present.

(q)-f—-N().

(r)—Does not arise. .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :- Sir, as regards Question No.88 (1), may I
know whether all the injured persons could be remroved on the first day ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : On the very
first day all the persons could not be removed (or want of accommodation in the train.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Altogether how many days it took, Sir,
to remove all the injured persons ? - : _

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : All the persons
were removed the next day.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEL : As regards Question No.88 (k), Sir, did
Government care to gather detailed information ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Wehave not
taken any detailed information on the subject but we are perfectly sure that the
Deputy Commissioner, who arranged the removal of these injured persons, made neces-
sary arrangement for feeding them on the way.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Is it a lact, Sir, that the many persons and

| organisations, who went there to remove the dead bodies, were obstructed by the
, military people ? . %
\ Tl?c lf—lon’blc Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, Sir. There

were sufficient Government reliel worke s As I'said, there were 33 A R. P. perso-
nnel and 75 military personnel to do the necessary relief work and so they considered
any extra assistance was not necessal'}’; ; ; : ;

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : Isitnota fact thz}t in spite of this obstruc-
tion some members of the CommunistrI;HI'tS’k"‘;‘d the Muslim League did enter into
the compound and rendered sorac reliel WOTK -

ThcpHoll’b]C Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Some of them
-did enter, Sir. 3 it

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKI'JR.]EE.: _Wli'hurelgard to Question No.88 (/) to (p)
\ and (s5), do Government feel that l)}i)?PpréiS:d];gh':U tLleSe informations, they are crea-

ting suspicion in the minds of the pubhic P2 ing the cause [ the garden authorities?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid 5% NII\&JH?\FSIEAD SAADULLA : T am surprised
\ at the Question of my hon. Friend Mr. Mookerjee.  Mr. Mookerjee is a veteran

parliamentarian and he ought to know tlhatIWhen the matter is with the Government
of India, I cannot publish the Report U css get their permission to do so.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE © 1 cannot understand, Sir, why Govern-
ment cannot publish the Report ©

MR e e R S
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Prime Minister has said that this

matter has been referred to the Government of India and unless he gets their permis-

sion he cannot publish the Report in question.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Is it
of Engquiry was instituted at the [)UI.J“C demand ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Si
matter was being considered hy this Government, I received a resolution from the
Provincial Muslim League demanding a public enquiry into this disaster and when I
got the approval of the Government ol India, the Commission of Enquiry was cons-

tituted.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA
the Provincial Government, why the Report of that Cominittee cannot
by this Government, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  That has already been explained.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Was it not the duty of the Controller of
Emigrant Labour to go to the place of occurrence ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA This is a very
technical question on which correspondence is going on. The Controller of i migrant
I.abour, according to the Workmen’s Compensation Act, can act provided the labou-
rers are definitely allotted to particular projects. But these labourers were not allotted
to any particular work. They were kept in the garden to be allotted to certain works
Therefore, he cannot intervene.

In this connection, I must thankfuily acknowledge the part played by the great Tea
Industry. Although on this technical ground, the Controller c_)f Emigrant I.,Elb.o.ur
could not give any compensation, the great T'ea Industry on their own responsibility
paid compensation in a very large number of cases. . .

We have referred this matter of compensation also to the Government of India

that they should brush aside all technical objections and come for-

recommending ‘ e :

ward to compensate the relatives of the dead and the injured as early as possible.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Are Government aware that the garden autho-

rities have already issued notices to the heirs of the deceased asking them to submit

.~ claims for compensation ?
thelrrf(?}llr:zlrlr-}lon’blc Mapulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA‘T\iMAD SAADULLA : I have already
replied that the Tea Industry has already paid compensation. )

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD S/’}ADULLA. replied :
89. (a)—An enquiry was held by the Additional District Magistrate. ‘
() —Government are not prepared to place such a report on the table, for
reasons already given.

(¢ —The matter is under correspondence with the Central Government.
(d)—A copy of the terms of reference is placed on the table.

not a fact, Sir, that the Committee

while this

When the Committee itself was instituted by
be published

ence referred to in reply to Starred

Co of terms of refer
i Question No.89(d).

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
Resolution

The Government of Assam have decided to appeint a Commission of Encquiry tq
enquire into the circumstances of the disaster at Karimpur T(-;l_lEstatc, South Slylhct, on
the 19th of June 1944, in which somc 304 labourers were klrled by the ccllapse of a
building and many others injured. of whom some died later. The Co mwmission will be
convened as early as possible in the week beginning 17th  July 1944 and will be
composed as follows :-—

1. Mr. M. A. Ispahani, District and Sessions Judge, Surma

3 Valley Districts Chairman.

-
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Mr. H. P. Barua, 1.s.E., Executive Engincer ...
My, R. M. Pizey, Monabarric Tea Estate, Mijikajan |
Post Oftice.
4. Maulavi Asad-ud-din Chaudhuri, Chairman, Karimganj » Members.
LLocal Board
5. The General Officer Commanding, 202 Lot G Area, or
his representative.

w ta

The terms of reference will be—
a) to ascertain the cause or cause- for the collapse of the building ;
(b) to determine whether adequate precautions for salety of the occupants to the
number involved wers observed when it was decided to permit labourers
1o be housed in the building ;
and
(¢) toreport on the adequacy of the arrangements made for the relief of
sufferers.
The Commission will be convened by the Chairman.
Ordered that the above resolution be published in the dssam  Gazette.

By order of the Governor of Assam,

SHILI ONG, = H. G. DENNEHY,
The 13ih July 1941, Chief Secretary to the Government of Assam .

+tMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: In reply to my Question No.87 (k) to (g)
the answer was that they appointed a Gommission of Enquiry, but here in rcpI\:
to Question No.89 (a), they say that an enquiry was held by the Additional District
Magistrate. 1 cannot exactly fcllow why that has not been mentioned here.

+The Hon'ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAl?ULLA: In the previous
Question, I have already replied that a (__"}()mfms‘non ol _b“(IE“"}’ was - appointed.
Therefore, 1 particularly referred to the magisterial enquiry in this reply.

Expenditure by Government for evacuation

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked: 3
#90. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the amount of money spent by
them on evacuation account up to September, 1944 p i
(b)) How much was spent from the Provincial Exchequer and Vi rioh: from
the Central Government fund ? ) o
(¢) Will Government be pleased to l?y .on Lhe f‘l le a statement showin
(1) the number of evacuation centres opened in all, _(tt) the name of 0fﬁcer~in-char §
of each centre and (#i) the amount of money Spelit 10 ?Elc_hlcpentre together with tlgle
names of the disbursing officers, both official :and mon-elicialy

MUHAMMA[_) SAADULLA
ded on evacuation by the Assy
Rs.712-2-0 for counting th

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir replied ;
90. (a) - Very little has IEJCGH SR - GOVCrnment
and the only item at present known was 4 . € Contents
Treasury which was moved but it would take time tofasscerttamb ﬁg]ures for such e}cpesg-a
ture as there was up to o recent a date as the end‘o . c?? c;‘lvaer ast. 1
(b) & (c¢)~—The Government are not p_lEClSin)an Cre[’ to whag Centreg th
hon. Member refers, b .t they lz':lve no mfotrmathﬂ Y case about the activitiec
: i ; : - s
and cxpenditure of the Central Governmen )
+Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: 1 could not follow

T ' 711 the Hon’ble Premier kll‘idl}’ repeat that part of h; answer to
QUCS'_;}I?C gc?n?glg(:)l\;la\i\xll;wi Saiyid Sir ;\-'I[')HAi\INIAD SAADULLA . hli, answer ?
this that this Government have not openca any C(éItI‘CS themselves, but ¢ canﬁwer 1s
information in any case about the activiues of the Gentral Governmep; who Y have no
certain centres. ave got

B tSpeech not corrected, S e

-h_'_*—-__
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Restrictions on certain Legislative Assembly Membuors

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE asked :
*91. Will Government be pleased to state what arc the pr
have been imposed on-— ,
(1) Mr. G. N. Bardoloi, M.L.A., Fx-Prime Minister, Assam and Leader of the
Congress Party in the Assembly ?
(2) Mr. A. K. Chanda, m..A., Deputy Leader of the
Assembly, and ?

. (3; Mr. L. Barua, M.L.A. ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

91.(1)—Mr. Gopinath Bardoloi has been restricted to residence within the limits of
the Gauhati Municipality and is required not to leave the said limits without the
written permission of the Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup.
(2)—There is no present restrictive order upon Mr. A, K. Chanda but there is
a “Gentleman’s agreecment’”’ and he has undertaken to advise Govermment il and when
he proposes to return to Silchar. X
(3) Mr. Lakshesvar Borooah was dirccted-
(I} Not to take any action to forward any agitation against
at present established in Bri‘ish India ;
(2) Not to take any action to prejudice the prosecution of the war or to pre-
judice the public order ; o ol
(3) Not to take part in or further the activities ol any nnluwf-ul association |
(4) Not to leave the Dibrugarh Municipality without the written permission
. of the Deputy Gornm.issirmcr, L:nl}himpu!- ; _ . :
(5) Not to take any part in any .I’nhi:c meeting without the written  permis-
sion of the Deputy Commissioner ; g _ :
(6) To hand over for inspection all h_ts correspondence on receipt or belore
) despatch, to an officer to be nominated by the Deputy Comm ssioner

(7) Not to lcave his place ol

cent restrictions that

Congress Party in the

the Government

residence be.ween the hours of 8 p.m. and

6 a.m. without the written permission of the Deputy Comissioner, and
8) Not to associate with 23 specified individuals of the Lakhimpur District.

#Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : I have been prevented from associating

it t 33 :
e n'?E(c:’ul-lon’‘rl)—“l‘::r51\?112151.1Izwi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The tigure that 1

save may be a printing mistake. ’
h 'TheyHon’bI])c the SPEAKER :  That may be an advantage to the hon. Member

( Laughter). .
_ Re potato, sugarcane an<d pulses cultivation

" 'Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked : |
#92. Will Government be plcascd to state the total acreage ol land under potato

cultivation in the Province in 1041-42, 1942-43 and 1943-44 ? )

#93. Will Government be pleased to state the total acreage of land under sugar-
cane cultivation in the Province in 1940-41, 1941-42, 1942-43 ?

#*94,. Will Government be plcascd to state the total acreage ol land under pulses
cultivation in the Province in 1941-42, 1942-43 and 1943-44 )

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA replied :

92.—1941-42 figures are not available as no separate statistics were collected.

1942-43—51,500 acres.
1943-44-—55,100 acres.
93.—1940-41—41,100 acres.
1941-42-—44,700 acres.
1942-43-—44,500 acres.

TSpeech not corrected.
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AMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I know why this decrease in the
acreage

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: It is gradually increasing from
1940-41.  TIn 1040.41 it was 41,100 acres and in 1942-43 it has come to 44,500.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: From 44,700 in 1941-42 it has come to
44,500 in 1942-43. Is it up or down, Sir ? RS

The Hon’ble Mr NABA KUMAR DUTTA:  The decrease is very negligible.

Mr. BAIDYANANTH MOOKERJEE : Is it due to the Grow-More-Food Cam-
Paijen?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA replied :

2

94~ -For 1941-42 and 1942-13 fligures for separate areas are not- awvailable.
Since 1943-44 submission of a forecast of pulse crop by the Deputy Commissioners has
been introduced and according to this forecast the area under pulses for 1943-44 is
270, 300 acres.

Re political prisoners

Mr. BAIDYANA'T'H MOOKERJEE asked :

*95. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have arrived at any
decision as 1o the release of political prisoners of the Province ?

(6) 1f so, what is that ?
(¢) II'not, why not ?

¥96. 'Will Covernimetit b I)](-;mt:_d to .la}' on thcj. table a statement showing
(/) the names of political prisoners, (u) their places ol residence, (iii)‘thcir present
places of detention, (i) the amount ol allowance granted to each of them, both
pPersonal and [amily allowances separately, (#) the dates on which each of them
Was arrested and (/) the charges against ¢ach ? o

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir h-lUfIAN[l\f[:'\D SAADULLA replied :

95. (a) and (6)—If the hon. Member refers to Security Prisoners, the case
of each prisoner is periodically reviewed with a view to release, having due regard
to all the circumstances.

(¢)-—Does not arise.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: “Isit a fact that many of these prisoners
have not got their charge sheets with regard to restrictions imposed on them ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sit MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir. Each
Security prisoner was givén a charge sheet.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUI;IA;\I;\{_:\]) SAADULLA replied :

96. (i) to (v)—Government cannot disclose the particulars of individual security
Prisoners. The number of security prisoners who belong to various districts and
who are still under detention is as [ollows - § x

Sylhet o o, R AU 17
lachar Bas 1
Nowgong e Ak? 46
Sibsagar 72

Lakhimpur Z
Darrang 4
Kamrup 16
l62

As regards those in receipt of family and personal allowances. out of 162 in detention
60 are in receipt of family allowances from Rs. 19 ¢, Rs. 70 ’per month. In additioa,x
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of procuring his personal needs, a sum

in all ¢ C
n all cases, where the prisoner has no means
by the Superin-

of R . ¢

. s. 7-8 per mensem may be expended for mecting those needs

endent of the Jail.

ik (vi}—They were detained under the Restriction
which does not involve a charge.

and  Detention Ordinance,

Recruitment of Labourers in Karimpur Tea Estate

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked:

*97. Will Government be pleased to state
(a) The authority on which the Manager, Karimpur Tea Garden, in the
South Sylhet Subdivision, was recruiting labourers for different
Military projects for some time past
(b) Whether he was rendering honorary service on
a remunerative one ? '

(¢) Whether any permission was taken

for recruiting such labourers?
(d) Whether the Manager was any wa

»)
this behall or it was

by the Manager from Government

y responsible to Government for this

work ?

(¢) The number of labourers he recruited each month from April to August,
1944 ?

the temporary

(/) What arrangements the aforesaid Manager made for
lodging and boarding of these labourers :

(¢) Whether Government are aware that due to the negligence of the Mana-
er several hundreds of labourers died, as the result of a sudden
collapse of a house in June, 1944 ?

(h) Whether it is a fact that Government instituted an 1
enquire into the caus= ol the said  disaster ?

(i) Whatis the result of the said enquiry ? .

(j) Whether Government propose to take necessary steps lor the payment of
compensation to tue heirs of the deceased persons

(k) If so, toO what extent ?

nquiry Clommittee to

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAM MAD SAADULLA replied :

97. (a)—The Indian Tea Association acting

Government.
(b)—Honorary.
;)—Not from the Assamn Government.
(d)—Not to the Assam Government.
(¢)—Government have no figures month 1 :

(f)to (i)—A reference is invited to the replies given to Que

Questions Nos.87—89) asked by Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee at this Session. .
(j) & (k)——-Governmcnt bear the matter n hand, in correspondence witl

the Central Governm ent.

in con_junclion with the Central

by monti. .
Questions (Starreq

Re Food-stuffs supplied by Messrs. Shaw Wallace

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN asked : .
«0g. Are Government aware that the imported food-stufls supplied by Messrs.

Shaw Wallace are all of third .
stu?? class quality bu

t the price is charged for the first class
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The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied : :

98. -In the case of some commodities particularly Dal there are different qualities,
but the supply is made by the respective Provincial Governmeats at prices fixed by
them. Messrs. Shaw  Wallace can only inspect and either accept or reject. The ques-
tion ol price has been raised with the Provincial Governments concerned.

FMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE:  Will Government Kindly take the trouble
of advising Messrs. Shaw Wallace to reject bad stull at the time of inspection ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We _lla\-'e aske.d
Messrs. Shaw Wallace to send their own officer to inspect before any consignment 1s
booked.

+Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May we not expect that thev should
reject bad stufl ? R b ate
s The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: That is impied,
Sir.

tBabu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: May we know who
was resp nsible for importing of gur ? -

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 have many
times spoken about that, Sir. i

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :  Are all food-stuffs classified as Class I, Class IT
and Class I11 ?

‘I'he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: T am not aware
of that, but there are different grades in different Provinces. _ g x

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: In the Question I find mention of the words
““third class quality”. That is why I asked whether there was also any second class or
first class quality of-foodstufls. i :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: My hon. Friend
had better ask the Questioner who has put in this term.

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN: Are Government aware that the
quality received by the Indian Tea Association from Messrs. Shaw Wallace was
comparatively better than that recetved by Government in different centres of the
Province for the general pub'ic ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: That is entirely
a new Question, . ir. I have got no report to this effect.

tMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJELE: Are Government aware that sometimes
the Tea Industry receive empty bags?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: T am not aware
of that as well.

Food-rationing at Gauhati

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN asked:

*99, Will Government be pleased to state— ¥ee
(«) When Rationing was started at Gauhati 7 - .
(b) Whether ration cards were issued to the public before that date :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUMAMMAD SAADULLA replied : -

99. (a) —Rationing was introduced at Gauhati with effect from 30th July, 1944,

(b) —Ration cards were distributed to the public before that date except in

the cases of absentees and new comers and those who changed their residences but
did not inform the Rationing staff,

TSpeech not corrected.




074 QUESTIONS [181H Nov.
Dearth of mustard oil in Shillong
Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS asked :

*¥100. Will Government be pleased to statg

(a) Whether it is a fact thatinustard oil has not been available in the Shillong
market at the controlled rate of Re. 1-9 per seer for the last three or
four months ?

(b) If so, what action Government have since taken for the availability of the
said article at the controlled rate ?

() Whether Government are aware that the non-availability of the said article
at the controlled rate has been helping blackmarketing in general ?

(d) Whether Government are aware that mustard oil is selling in blackmarket
at the rate of Rs. 2 to Rs.3 per seer ?

(¢) 1f so, whether any case has since been detected by the Supply Depast-

2

moent

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMALD SAADULLA replied :

100.(a)-—Yes.
(b)—Steps have been taken in conjunction with the Deputy Coommissioner,
Gauhati, to procure a regular monthly quota from the mills. Until recently the supply
has not been too regular however nor is control over the mills too ellective.
{c)—-——Y(‘S.
(d)-—It is likely though Government have no direct knowledge.
(¢,—Yes, but the public do not co-operate with nor assist the authorities in

this respzct.

Governors’ Conference in Delhi

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked

*101. (a) Arc Governinent aware
h e
Governors in Delhi : |
(b) 1f so, how many conferences were held during the regime of the present
wd ! >
nor-General and also similar conferences pre

Gover vious to the last one
, ; . .
(¢) Will Government be pleased to state- whether the Ministry was consulted

. - - = “ . o
on any subject to be discussed at the said Conlference by the Governor :
3 3

(d) 1f so, what were those subjects :
(¢) Whether the Ministry submitted any report or placed any subject before

the Governor for discussion at the said Conference ?

(/) If so, what were they ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

101. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Government have no particulars.
(¢) to (J )—His Excellency attended the Conference in his personal capacity

and not on behalf of the Government of Assam. No question of tendering advice
therefore arose and I cannot disclose any particulars regarding informal discus:ions that

may have taken place.

that recently there was a Conference of
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. TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :  As regards reply to Question No.101(3),
did Government care to get the particulars ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: His Excellency
attended the Conference in his personal capacity, and not on behalf of the Government
of Assam. So, I could not press him. to disclose what matters were discussed. Even
i I know something, I am not in a position to disclose anything.

TMr. BA DYANATH MOOKERJEE : But Question No.101 (5) was to a different
effect, mz., as regards the number of conferences held. The answer was “Government
have no particulars’. My subsequent Question was whether Government cared to
get anv particulars ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  How are the Government to gather this informa-
tion ? By reference to the Governor-General ?

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: No, Sir. By watching how many times
His Excellency the Governor went to attend conferences. :

The Hon’ble Mautavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have got
nothing more to add. The Assam Government have got no concern with the confer-
¢nces convened by the Governor-General.

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Regarding replies to Question No.101(c)
to (f), may we know whether any informal discussions took place at all ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD S'AADULLA : His Excellency
the Governor was pleased to tell me that he had d'scussions on certain points.

fBabu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May we know il any ol the decisions of
the Governors’ Conlerence will be binding on this Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(to which answers were laid on the table)

Girls’® Middle English School at Baniachong

Babu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS asked :

48. (a) Are Government aware that the Girls' Middle English School at Bania-
chong i suffering from financial difficulties for want of adequate funds ?
b) Is it a fact that Government gave a special grant of Rs.100 to the said
School last year for its maintenance ?

(¢) Do Government propose to give a special grant of Rs.100 this year

also
to the said School ?

z The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

48. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes. oy )
(¢)—No, as there is no additional provision for direct 4iq to

Secondary School
in this year’s Budget. Y Pt

—_—

tSpeech not corrected.
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: As regards Qnestion No.48 (¢), may we
know from the Hon’ble Minister, why no additional provision was made for this pur-
pose ? Was it due to paucity of fund. ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Yes. The hon.
Members will remember that a sum of Rs.50,000 was allotted for giving some relief
to the aided school teachers, so no particular provision was made for direct or recurring
grant to this school. j
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister help this
institution from his discretionary grant ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHNMAN: I am sorry, the j
discretionary grant at my disposal has been exhausted, but the matter will be considered :
if funds permit. l

Operation of the Goalpara Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1943
Srijut JOGENDRA GHANDRA NATH asked :

49. Will Government be pleased to state

(a) Whether the Goalpara Tenancy [Amendment) Act, 1939 is now in
operation ?

() If so, from which date it has come into force ? N

(¢) Is it a fact that the tenants of Goalpara have not vet I;cc;_l notified .th(- date
from which the said Amending Act has been brought into force ?

(d) Are Government aware that in the District of Goalpara both the Zemindars, .
and the Court of Wards are still realising Salami according to the |
provisions of th~ original Act ?

(¢) Are Government awarc that the Estates are still rcalising transfer fee
according to thcold Act of 1929 and that no srrangements have yet
beenn made to give cffect  to the new Amending  Act or the rules made

thereunder ?

(/) When do Government proposc 1o take steps to make _iL pnssi].)lc for

- the tenants to get the benefits of the Amending Act, especially as regards
abolition of ‘transfer fee’ ? 1

‘Ihe Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI rephed :

__Presumably the hon. Member has in mind the Goalpara Tenancy

49.(a)- L g - 3 : : '
(Amcndmcnt) Act, 943. Ifso, 1t.1s 1r{ operation from 1st July 1943. ' * f
(b)—If the above presumption is correct then the Act has been in operation [rom %
July 1943. :
the lst ‘{SiThe date was notified in the official Gazette and no separate notice (g

individual tenants is necessary.
(.g[)_fGovcrnment have no information. .
¢)—Government have bno int"ormazltionnthat lthe: tr;énsﬂt:{ f%: j:lll))c;,l:sahc{[i‘clg}; the
i is still being reaiised. The rules under the 50z : anc
ﬁtl:ltl?gs;girﬁg;;cfdlgﬁf 1tgi’le light of the A nending Act of 1943 and ﬁnflli{y pu?}ls!led
on 17th July 1944. There arc no further steps for Gé)w;]rlnmclnt} to t}ig ?ﬂ;mendt}n
tenant is aggricved by th= levy of fees now rcnc}cre _illegal by e ing
Act, he should bring it to the notice of the Deputy Commissioner or s¢ medy

in the Courts.
( f)—Does not arise.

Payment of rents by tenants of Mechpara Court of Wards

Srijut JOGENDRA CHANDRA NATH asked : ]
50. Will the Hon’ble Minister in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state—

(@) Whether it is a fact that the Mechpara Court of Wards do not generally

B .
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issuc demand notices on their tenants and make
pay rents by instalments ?

any verbal demands to

(by Whether it is a lact that the Estate follow the usual pr;u:ticr t)l'ca!llllg

the tenants to pav rents for the whole yvear on the ‘Punyaha’ day ?
(¢) Whether Govermmpent propose to  ask the Estate authorities 1O
documentary  cvidence to show that they have ever notified
and time when the instalments of rents were due to be paid ?
1 :
(d) Whether the Hon'ble Minister-in-charge is aware that the Estate autl
demand mterest on urears ol rent and calculate the same from the supposc

date of default of pavment of instalments ?

producc
the date

Jorities

() Whether the Hon'ble Minister-in-charge of Revenue received representations
from the tenants of Mechpara on this matter ?
steps

(/) 1t so, whether the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge proposes to take carly
to meet the wishes of the tenants in this respect ? :

The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :
b 50.(¢) and (b)— Government are not aware as to the correctness or ?thcrw{s? Oi_
L € statements made in the Questions. The issue of demand notices is l‘equn'ed 11c1lt 1er1
Y the Goalpara 'T'enancy Act nor by the Court of Wards Act. The dates il!lf‘ place
for Payment of rent are prescribed by Sections 44 and 45 of the Goalpara Tenancy
ct. No further notification of the date of payment 1s necessary.
(¢)—Does not arise.
(d)—Section 56 of the Goalpara
of 1943, prescribes that an arrear of rentsh -
from (he expiration of that quarter of the agricultural year in which
of rent falls due. Interest cannot be- calculated from any su])poscd date.
(e)—Yes.
(f)—No.

Tenancy Act as amended by the Amending Act
all bear interest at 6} per cent. per year
an instalment

Scl‘cr!le for a S(‘Parate _Iudicial Sel‘vice

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI asked :

ased to state whether they propose

the scheme of having a judicial Service for the Province at an early date ?
'-I\he HO]]’])I!‘. I\/I:nllla'vi S.’li\’i(l Sir l\’lUHAI\’II\'If\I) SAAI)UI.]J[K ]'(‘.l)lil‘.(l H

51.—The separation of the Executive from the Judiciary will entail a huge expen-
s¢ stringent times of War.

diture which is not available in the

51. Will Government be ple o give chect te

Additional Sub-Judge of Assam Valley Districts

Srijut ROHINT KUNMAR CHAUDHURI .’lsk(—:‘d:
59. Will Governm: nt be pleased to state if they have appointed a successor
to Mr. I(g;mai:hyaml({::]n E;lr::a,l A(I(}iliollztl Sub-Judge of Assam Valley Districts ?

(b)) If so, who is he ?
(¢) Is it a fact that the Go an
Ofﬁ‘ier in permanent Government service as
tricts, in future ?
(d) If so, what are the reasons t
The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :
52. (a)-—The matter is under the consideration of Government.

(b)—Duoes not arise.

vernment lS contemplating appointmcnt of an
Additional Sub-Judge, Assam Valley Dis-

or doing so ?
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(c)—The matter is under consideration.
(d)—Docs not arise.

Re Osie Biresh Chandra Bhattacharyya, an L.Sc. student, of Murari Chand
College, Sylhet

Srijut RABI CHANDRA KACHART asked :
53. Will Government be pleased to state
((J) th:t}‘n:'r it is a fact that onc Biresh Chandra Bhattachary v, an ] .S ".tullvnl,
residing in the 1st Block of the Murari Chand Callere  hostel, Svihet, oot
an attack of fever on or about the 3rd August, 1911 !
(b) Whether it is a fact that it was a suspected case of paratvphoid ?
(¢) Who were the doctors that attended him ?
(d) What was the medical opinion ol the attending physician ol the College
hostel -?
(¢) W}H:lh(:r_ the (!ivil_Huu:rrfm or the Assistant Surgeon, Svihet, was called to
examine the patient !
(f) If so, what was their opinion ?
(z) If not, why not ?
(%) Whether it is a fact that the hostel authoritics were pressing the patient to
remove himse!l from the College hostel from the very beginning !
(i) Whether any typhoid inoculation was given asa preventive to Test of the
inmates of the said hostel ?

(7) If not, why not ?

(%) Whether the Superintendent in-charge
guardian of the said Biresh Chandra. Bhat
illness ?

(1) If so, when

(m) If not, why not ?

(n) Where the guardian of the said student
record maintained in the College or the Coliege hostel 2

of the hostel oflicially inlormed the
tacharyya about the fact ol his

usced Lo reside according to the

54. Will Government be pleased to siate-
(a) Whether it is a fact that there is o hospital attached to the Murarichand
College hostel meant exclusively for the sick inmates ol the hostel ?

(&) Whether it is a fact that some of the relations and [riends ol the said

Biresh Chandra Bhattacharyya rec nested the Sunerintendent in-charge
e > YY { 1 ge of

the Murarichand College hostel, Tst Rlock, on or about the morning
of the 8th August, 1944, to remove the patient to the Gollege Tospital ? *

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the Superintendent did not agree to this on the
ground that the hospital bulding  was required 1o accommodate the
marriage party in connection with the marriage ceremony ol the daughtey
of Prolessor P. C. Sanyal, a
College hostel ?

(d) If so, why 2

(e) Whet}}cr. the‘marr;age party w
building ?

(f) If so, whether any previous permission of the Govermment or the Principa)

] Murari Chand College, was obtained on this hehalf ?
(g) If not, why not ?

(A) Whether any reént was 3 o o ST AT
hostital building 7 paid to Gover nment for stuch occupation of the

as actually accommodated in the said h‘“l’ita.l

f‘tl}NiI‘in!(‘n(lr‘nl of another Block of s
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(i) Il so, how muach ?

(1) 1t not, why not

(A) “Whether the hospital building is meant for such occupation ?

(/) Whether the said hospital building was ever used previously for any purpose
ather than tor which it is meant ?

‘) <o, what were the occasions in each case ?

. (n) Whether any rent was realised on these occasions ?

(o) 10 5o, whirt was the amount in cach case ?

(py i why not

(7) Wh ther it is a fact that due to the pressure put upon by the Superintendent
Ol h Vurari Chand College  hostel, 1st Block, one Premamcy

Blhoattaclarvva, o relation and an attendant of the said patient Biresh
Chandrn Bhatuacha Vya, was compelled to remove the pau'ent on or about
the 8th Aueust, 1034, {from the hostel to Maulavibazar, where his
"_l:‘:.:lli.'.n was staying
() Wheilier any medical opinion was taken by the Hostel Superintendent as to
whether the patient was in a fit state of performing journcy on that day ?
(s) If so, who was lix.;L doctor and what was his (){)illiOll in the matter ?

3 . SR, Py . g~
(¢) i not, why no medical opimion was obtained ¢

(1) What was the tomperatite ol the said patient on the eve of his leaving the
hostel

proposc to lay on the table a statement showing
t different times on the last three days prior to
fromn the hostel ?

() Whether Government
the temperature taken @
the patent’s departure

,cment was made by the Hostel Superintendent for the

(w) Whether any arrang : _ g
ient from his hostel to Maulavibazar ?

sale removal of the pat
X) If so, what was that
( ) U not, why not ?
(2) Whether the SU[,'-(‘.l"in“‘”(!l'”t, or the 1'\’10cl.ivnl Oflicer in-charge of the hostel
was presend at the thme of the patient’s departure from the said hostel .

55. (@) Arve Government aware that the soid patient Biresh Chandra Bhattacharyya
could not go to Maulavibazar at that time on account of his illness ?
i (h) Do Government I)n;pns_:‘ to make an cuquiry on the nllegations men_t,ioned
in Questions Nos. 53 and 54 above ! #
(¢) Il not, why not ?
56. Will Government be plc.’lsml to state— : i
: . . e superintendent 1 . o i
a) Whether the present uf in-charee and
C ) o Rlessle ! anv quarters Iree of rent ? rge of the Murarich
ollege hostel, st Block, gets any qus rent i
(b) Whether any allowance or special pay is given for his hoste] work in addi-
tion to (ree quarters ?
(¢) What other privileges arc enjoyed by him as Hostel Superintendent 2

(d) The amount of pay at present drawn by him ?

(¢) The number of students k¢ arc in his hostel ?

(J) Whether Government propose s e b [rom his Hostel Superintend'
entship ?

(¢) Whether Jovernment Q Note of the incidents referred

o in Questions Nos, 53, 54 and 55 above tor Consideraiion at the time when the case
ol his promotion will arise ?

pt under his ¢

propose to make

’
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'—l]lf‘ Hon’ble Khan  Bahadur Mauiavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
53. (a)—Yes.

(h)—--Yes, if not typhoid.

(¢)—"The Hostel Medical Officer.

(d)-A case of paratyphoid, if not typhoid.

(¢)-—No
( / )-—Does not arise.

(¢)— T he Medical Ofheer did not think it necessary. at that stage. '
(h)--No.

(i)~ No. i
(;‘ It was not thouzht necessary at that stage by the  Hostel Medical Officer,
(k) —No.

(/)—-Does not arisc.

(m)——Babu Premamay Bhattacharya, the patient’s uncle,
patient. He told the Superintendent that the guardian haa bheen informed.

(n)—Maulavibazar (Sylhet).

was attending on the

54. (a)—Ycs, a Hospital consisting ol two wards ; (1) General ward, for ordinary

cases ; (2) Segregation Ward, for contagious and infectious cascs.
b)—One youngman from the town. said to be a distant relation ol the palient
requested the Superintendent on the Tth - August, {041, 1o remove the patient to the
General Ward of the Flospital, instead or to the Segregation Ward, where the Medical
Officer wanted to remove him.
f¢) and (d)— The Superintendent did not agree,
Medical Officer, it would be inadvisable to keep a
discase with the two other paticnts who were then the General
(e)—No.
(f; -7} Do not arise.
(£)—No. ) ' _ :
(H-—Yes, when it was not required for patents.
(m) (1) exeess number of boarders.
(ii)—1 i _
inter-Colicgiate matches trom &
(.,,)4._'1'11(- cuestion of rent could not arise.

hecause in the opinion of the
suspected case ol an infectious

Ward.

JFor accommodating, t(-mpur;n'i]y,
‘or accomnodating, temporarily, visitine teams of players, coming for
witon Collece and other Clolleges.

(0) and (p)—Do not arise.

(g)—NoO ‘'he uncle removed him in accordance ‘with  the instructions of the

guardian. :

(r)——w"; cs. ‘ _ o
(s)—The Hostel Medical Officer. In his opinion

journcy. _

(1)~ Does not arise.
(u)f-Al)nut 100°. _—
(s)— I'empcraturc charts are kept only for indoor p

still in his scat in the lmslle, no chart was kept. ' _— B ‘
(w), (%) and (y)—The lmCl(.“ took charge ol the pntu:}llt d}n 1¢ Y;,ras 105}?f"n%lble fois

all the arrangements. The Superintendent, however, asked the uncle to reserve gop

entire bench on the Bus and advanced money, out of his own pocket, for the purpose,
)—No. The uncle removed the patient 1n the absence of the Medical OI‘H(:(:I‘
superintendent also was away at the College.
the Bus, in time, as asked by tha
Maulavibazar that day.

the patient could stand  the

atients.  As the patient yyaq

when the
55. (a)—The uncle did not reserve a bench on

Superintendent, and so could not take the patient to
(_b)——-]_\lo.
. (¢)—Government are in possession ol all the facts and see no nced for gy
enquiry-

56. (@)—Yes.

--
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(h)—Yes.
(¢)—Free medical attendance and medicine for himseif.

()—Rs. 800 per menscm.

(( ,‘i‘ —:;h.
(/ )—No.
(‘.‘_")‘——.\'l).

Re Distribution of sait in the Province

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

57. (a) Will Government be pleased to state how far they have been able to remove
the public gricvances by making arcangements for adequate supply ol salt in the
Province ?

(b) Arce Government aware that poorer class ol people are suffering a great deal
for want of salt as they cannot purchase salt at high price from blackmarkets ?

(¢} Will Government be pleased to state whether Government have been able to
arrange transport lacilities for better supply of salt in the Province ?
(d) Will Government be pleased to state the present arrangement for distribu-
tion of salt in the Province
() Is it a [act that the guota ot sile for each adult at present is less than half a

seer per month !

T'he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
57. (a)- -Steps have been taken to incre.se the Provincial allotment and also for
its spcedy movement to various destinations.
(()- Yes. Reports from districts indicate that the position has since been
cased, though public co-operation to detect the biackmarketers is still lacking.

(¢)—Yes.

(d)-—Government maintain stnp];,_q in the district and subdivisional head-
and also in important places away from the headquarters. Reliable firms of
aces are :lppninlvd \\-’ll()]{_‘-.\':llc‘l'.“‘ who are allotted quotas from the Govern-
ment stocks.  In every locality there s at least one retailer who draws his supplies from
certain whole-saler 1o ‘an amount calculated by the District or Subdivisional Officer on
the basis of population that the retailer is to cater for. From the retailer consumers
draw their supplies according to the allotment H’l:lf;](‘. for each family. The distribution
is made under the provisions ol the Assam Controlled Commodities Distribution
Order, 1943. ] _

(e)——The quota sometimes falls 1)(‘l(mz L secr when supplies to the Province
do not reach in time, but the calculated quota is } seer per head.

quarters
suitable pl

Re works by the M. E. S. in the Province

Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF asked :

58. (a) Are Government aware 111&11)111(‘_ huge amount of money which is being
spent on works by the M. Ii. S. in the Province is almost entirely going to the pockets
of Contractors and Labourers belonging to other Provinces ? '

(#) Do Government propose to take necessary steps to look to the jnterest of the
people of the Province in general and to the interest of the local labour in particular in
this respect ? .
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RATIMA replied
e 2

8. (”) -Governmment have nointo ntlion as the N o ! 1) inder  the 1
e % ¥ I Lel > CONe

trol of the Provincial Government
(b)—Does not arise.

Inconvenience of Railway pi

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA a ked
59. ((i) \’Vi“ Govermment e ;;’ iseecd to state whethier L propose o draw tl
attention of the Bengal and Assmin Railway authorities to th t nienece c;t' p'lt
sSengEers for want of sufficient accomunor! dion in the Toter and 1 hivd  Glass !';ll‘l'i.'l"'(“i‘ill
each passenger train in Assive ! ' -
(b) Do Government propose (o sk the
lights _in the carriages of night trains to prevent man dithizultic

Railw.y authorites to ]u‘ca.';tlv dim
il unpleasant situs

ation !

‘The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Alaulavi SAYIDUR RAFHMAN replicd:

o the Question  (Starred

59, (a) & (b)- The hon. Momber is referred to the reply |

S Ny S0)) T SR gy o . , - o

Ques . 10n MNo.5b) asked by Hiju! Iakslhiesvar Borooah, .l 41 A in the current Session
Llv. 1944 on the same subject.

of the Assam Legislative Assoint

Re Mail Bus from Ramgapara to North Lakhiimpuar

vr. A.WHITTA KER asked :
60. Will Govermment Le pleased o state why the nails and passengers from
to North Lakhimpur  on the @th October  were deliyed  tor  the

Rancapara . ‘
night at the DBoroi River Crossing, although  the  bus reached tic west bank
at 5 p-m. *

Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAIIMAN replied:

‘The Hor’ble Khan
of the Boroi lerry, the mar-
2.30 pan.  and reached
required  about

the west bank
Voo e Ak
crnbarked at
the  crossing

mail bus arrived at

60.—When the
with syndicate bhus which

was crossing

hoat i}
cas! banl at 6-15 p.m. due to strong  curreit

four hours the boatmen did nov dare take the risk to start with the inail  bus
at late hours.

Surma Trunk Roead in Karimngon] Towi

B3abu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

that the position
K:pimgean) town

of the Surma Trunk Road

61. (a) Are Government aware
is too narrow lor the

lying within the Municipal limits = of
traffic it nulls?

() Wwill Government bhe
of the Sambhusagar
In view of heavy motor
widen the road

Maulavi SAYIDUR AL

Sei (1?1)1- rfshelfia‘i{:cr‘f‘gﬂ'[‘w'ldth of Surma ‘Frunk R{_s.'ul Pawst wi_ll:in' the .ls'.au'img;mj
Municipal ek . here has been no complaint o vallic diflicalty on  this
portion of the {gfld' i _ ;

(E):Thisu‘;"\la‘?l(:n-a-l(:n*g’th of ahout onc furlong.
(e s been included in Post-War Planning.

pleased 1o state the width of the said road on the
. ' L y >
.astern side Municipal tank?
i (¢) traffic, do Governmend propose  to  take
immediate steps to within Municipal  himits - ol Karimganjp

The ]—iop’blf‘ Khan Bah_udur MAN n-p]i(:d:
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Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: In view of the heavy military traffic on

this road will o crnment be pleased o make some  provision for widening the road
lill‘& }‘('1[‘ . g cost 2 very htle amount ? ‘
The Hon'hile i Bahodur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: The matter will

be examine .!‘

Posi-War Reconstruction of voads in  Karimganj Subdivision
Babu RADBINDRA NATH ADITYA asked:

():3. Will Governinent Uy -1«.‘.'4'1; LO state-
() Which ol the roads are taken up tor 'npm\mnvnl and new construc-

tion i their plan for Post-\War recounstruction  in the Subdinsion

{_f;, Whaot is the "nop wil ol the Governmient \\lh] lt‘u(lld to th(‘ (t) Latu~
Hinvarzia Road, () Latu-Nilamsbazar Road and () Charkhai
Dichirpar Road Part T and Part 1172

The Hon'bie Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA l'(:p]l(d

62. (a) Vil the roads in the Karimganj Subdivision of which lists have been
received fron the Deputy Commissioner have  been included for improvement
or new construction under the Post-War Road Development: Schemigs® Al {58 Of
these roads is placed helow

List of roads included in the Post-War Road Development Scheme in Karimganj Subdivision
) id _De
(Sylhel)
National Highway-— Surma Trunk .Road East)
Provincial Highway-—Silch: w-Hailakandi-Juri- |
Brahmanbazar- - Portions in Karimgafj Bulihivis
Shamshernagar- | sion.
Srimangal Road. J

Major DistricT ROADS

Miles
1 Karimganj-IKanaibazar vee W 180
2. Churkhai-Kanaighat Tue wis oS E2RG
3. Nilambazar-Latu-Fakirerbazar s L35
4. Bairajigram-Eraligool road ... o AEERE
5. Chandkhira-Isebheel road ... P i o

6. Latu-Barlckha-Dakshinbhag-Jur (known as Latu-Hingazia road) 1675

Oruer DisTriICT ROADS

L5 .t 5 ) .
1. Hakaluki-Darlck iuL—]’zltlmrk;mdl-szuabm1 Dullavcherra-Olivacherra- 42:25
Dakshincharaji.

2. Kanaighst-A(gram-Bhanga - ok ees 15°2

3. Atgram-Ratanganij- ]111\.“"'“] I\allm“dlil ey = 25
4. Latu- jalcllmp Beanibazar- -Bairagibazar-Cliurkai road L
5. C. T.road (Old) .. )
6. Kaliganj road S . e 500
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1. Latu Railway Station
2. Azimganj Bazar Road
3. Chaudhurybazar-Dakshinbhag
4. Latu-]J: lr'lmp =
5. Chandkhira-B:aith: llj .}
6. Haitkhira road
7. Kalkali-Dafalala ro:
8. Lalkhira road _ B
9. Langai R ilway station - road
10. Patharkandi-Laneraizshat  road
11. Patharkandi-Chandkhira  road
12. Atgram I. B. rcad
13. Bhanga-Amalshid road
14. Langaighat-Chandkhira  road
15. Bhanga f{ceder road
16. Decopur road
17. Routhbhacs-Kadimahil road
18. Purkayasthagram road
19. Batarashi road :
20. Dargabazar-Srecgaur road
21. Malua road
292 Extension of Malua rond
23. Mahakal road
2'1'. I\/L’s.]ijiri road
25. Bagbari road
26. Pachalla road
27. Hashanpur road
28. Bundashil road
29. Charigram road
30. Fazilpur road
31. Sutarkandi road
39 . Bourbhagz road
33. Dohal road
34. Kukura road
35. Natasar road
36. Panjipur road
37. Bhagershangram ro: \d
28  Falishashan road
29 . Purabari road
40. Duttagram coad
41. Abdullapur road
42. Latubazar road
43. Sundarganj road
44. Bhattasree road
45. Gungadia road
46. Chattahkha Tea G: nrh n road
47. Kalibari-Sharilganj road .
48. Dakshinbhag road ...
49 . Karnamadhu road ...
50. Biscut road
51. Kanakpur road

52.

53.

Kayasthagram road

Linking up K‘ivaSth‘“”dm-DuLnr.Iqm r(nd

54. Moricha V. R.

[18TH

Mile-

S e ek bk DD S b i fd
~WOOINOOOOO~EOOOOOC O = OO OO OO O M- —E—l o
- o B B et -

Nov.

[P NN SN
NN NOANNINO S~ WNWNROOO N~ QO WRNO—~OSNORRRWNOO I

Fur,
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. Mile-Fur.
55. Mirzapur road 0 20
56. Baburbazar road 0 4
57. Brahmanoram road i 0 o
58. Ramda I. B. road e 0 3
oY, Ampandit road . 0 7
60. Mewn V. R. . 0 2
01. Niushingpur road ... 13
02. Uutarkul road . o : 12
63. \West Mirzapur road . Lok
b4, Amlashid-Katagong road ot L7000
65, Dasgram-Supatola road . o
66. Kalibari-Bisrabazar road 0 5
67. Chaildhia V. R, . 0 4
68. Harai-Trilochan  road e 0 6
69. Approach road to Malua tank . O5s?
0. " ,, »»  to Routhbha tank ... 0 é
71, Extrnsion of Biscut road . 13
72, Srimanta-Kanishail road ) 3 .
73. Marjat Kandi road : 3 0
74. Dabagh road b o B ! l-}
5. Brahmanpara road ... T (-,) £
6. Juri-Amuli road 3 2 =, .
77. Beanmbazar-Jibaitikar  upto Latu-Jaldhup road 2fld
78. Ghuneadia Mewa b 5
(8)—() ]I{j:l,;l::[‘”mg‘ul'l T These roads are classed as District  Roads,
and s Class 1. -
(77) Latu-Nilam- ,
bazar Road, J

st I'hi | is included in two parts—Kanaighat
i7) Churkhai-Dighir- ns roacd 15 1nClL 0 “paris——h.anaigaat,
Gk a-Dig 1 Atgram-Bhanga Road as District Road, Class 11

i

yar Road. - N : S

: ? and -the Churkhai-Kanaighat as District Road,
[

Class 1.

Re-appointment of one Srijut Harendra Chandra Bora, as Mouzadar

{ MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN asked :

63. (a) Is it a fact that one Srijut Harendra Chandra Bora, a dismissed Mouzadar
from the awkhoa Mouza ha- been re-appql-lted .\_Io.lizacl‘u y in :,I.c.-newly c1fated
Mouza, recently so constituted, out of the ()1'1)g1nal undivided Lahorighat Mouza !

3 ‘ = s g -
f so, by whom, why and when : oy \ '
Efjg \].'Vill ’(}chrnile’m bgj Plc;.]ged to statc whether this post was advertised ?
)y If not, why not ? ’ :
(d) If not, why not ased to state whether there was no better candi-

. I 39 21t » I(.‘ .
date fro;(r;) ‘V}’?tlll]lil?(:.}ii:nlll)(}i-\:]ti\ll;ft)l{)za and why 1o chance was given to other candidates
available within the Mouza ? .
" (f) Is i]t a fact that the said new
1mmijor Muslims ? .

& al(l‘;) If so, will Government be ]?Icgs?d:gd'gt‘}lt,?.gl? present populqtion F_‘.‘%_UI'CS of

cach class or community (Muslims, Hm'mld‘ = 10213, Separately) inhabiting the
said Mouza along with the number of Oi [f ’;( tew colonists and other persons
obtaining settlement recently under the. Circle ot the Sub-Deputy Qollector ?

/) Do Government proposc¢ 1o revoke 'fm.d rescind the order appointing
the said Mouzadar and to direct the Deputy CO!HH’IISS!OHGI‘, Nowgong, to call for appli

cations, as usual ?

Khan Sahib Mauiav

Mouza is most predominantly inhabited by
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h () Do G(Wcm”_"”” I”"’l”'v' to give adequate representation to the Muslims in
the matter ()r M‘Jllz;ld;“'l ﬂ]’]"”“l”l"lll.‘i i” the l)i TI.H'! ol Nowrony

Deputy Commuissioner, Nowgong

(j) Do Government propose to instruct the
aloresaid Srijut Harendra  Chan-

not to make over the charge ol the said new mouza to
dra Bora until the question of appointing another Mouzadar s decided upon

new Mouzadar ?

(2) 1f 50, what steps Government propose to take
(m) Isit a fact that no dehinite proposal as to the boundary, amount of
revenue expected and the names of villages which will fall within the new  Mouza, ete, |
was submitted to Government by the Deputy G snissioner, Nowgong.

(n) If so, why :

1o 1emove this anomaly ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWIWAR ALI u-plh-(l:

63. (a), (m) and (n)—"The Mouza has not yet been split up
(b) to (Ij- Do not arise.

Special supply of salt during the Tithis and other festivals

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

64. Are Government awarc-—
(a) That Janmasthami, Tithis of Sree Sankardeb, Madhabdeb and Damo-
dardeb are widely observed by the Hindu community and the Assa-
mese Hindus 7
(b) That offerings, i. ¢. Maha Prasad with salt are u
occasions '
(¢) That in many a village and house the same could not be perlormed for
- want of salt this year ?
(d) Do Government propose to make provisions
occasions

sl and distributed on such

of salt in luture on such

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAM MAD SAADULLA replied:

64. (a) and (b;—Yes.
(L)»——Gnvernmenl have no information.
¢ Prasad.” T}e

(d)—Salt is only uscd with other foodstufls for preparing t]?"’

ts of salt for such purposcs must vary [rom l{lﬂcc Lo l)l?”‘c-_ Hence no
can be laid down. In sividual applications for such occasions wil] e
issue 1must depend on stock position of

extra requiremen
uniform standard
looked into by District authorites, but

commoc ty 1 the Districe.

the

Grants-in-aid to Schools

Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUTF asked :

ducation be pleased to state—

nt-in-aid to  the Bagudi Midd]
h Middle English School ip th:

65. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of &£
(a) Whether he proposes to give any gra
English School and Galia Kujarpit

3arpeta Subdivision this year ?
(b Vth:[‘:Z: kﬁicll)é?p()‘ses .to sul)stantially increase L]l(.: gl‘ﬂllis-lnl-ilid of I
Muslims of fhhrfgghsh Schools and Viadrassas which are being run by
66.h\’\’lll Government be ;le;l:fcftt% Sstlabtdwﬁmill ? they proposc to give an :
in-aid this year . te whether they propose ARy grant-
in b to the Howly High English School ? ’ BE

|

!

- - p

(k) Isit a fact that the old Mouzadar’s home land and oflice will fall under the &
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Ubhle Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN lied
65. (a » ' . AHMAN replied
;- i . . there 1s no p peal . .
giilto l\”f:;)'lfl;ll"\' Schools el i b the current )’{‘.ilt"s Bud"ct for gi‘-’ing grant-ln"
Province i+ will be considered ¢ :
e if ai A" onsidere along wit . e 5
66. 11 | il: ftl \I\ h.( n fund is provided in :-‘]l(‘. lBl:lctlliLa c}‘("11:1nds ol other SChOOl” of the
above won. Member s referred get for the purpose.
b rred to the reply given to Question No.65(e)

A')po'“
¥ mtme 1t of Junior >h
Juniox "'11‘010"5 as Assistant Director of Public [nstrudioq
and Inspectors of Schools

S )
rijut GEIANASHIY AN DAS asked :

of Public Instructio_n
Govcrnment in

D;:partrncnt H

67 - .
« a) Isit a Facttl :
and the I a fact that in the posts ol i
b it B v the osts ol the Assist: s ;
Sul)crﬁlfs:;i()“] o l]“‘nll.\f,lmnls. junior officers have l‘{;:,t(:.ll)ufc}fm
: : claims of sentor v < _be aken vy
(b) If so, why ? officers working in the Education
. (¢) Il not, will G
offered ! ., will Government be pleas
sl b e A ol e pleased to state -
ior officers when the last vacancy ()(-CUI“L ;v“hetlm
J ‘red !

these two Posts were

-l.]“' IHo 2 T
ai’ble Khan Baliadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN 1 Slied :
4 VLA C .

Education Service

67. (
. (a), (b) and .
(¢} -As all these posts are in class I of Assam
of Govern-

on ol any officers. It isat the discretion

lilLTI‘(‘ 1 1
- 1§ no ([uc‘sllntl ol supvrsvssi
abilit)'.

ment .
y sclect oflicers for -
1icers for vartous posts accordine tc : :
ng to their suit

Revisi
evision of Assam Land and Revenue Regulation 1886
]

n Land and
the changing
| ]

() Do Gover %

C)) e ;(wl\u(t'uncnr proposc to replace the same by an Act on modern lines ?
so, do Government propose to appoint a S yecial Officer or set up a

purpose ? peek

(.,;;““(_""‘ ‘\-*.“ d ABDUR ROUF asked:

. (a) Arc Gover "

Revenue ‘R)(_ ‘lll:[' Government aware that the provisions of
. -5 < 8 E H 1 3 E

times ? 3 ion, 1886 do not fallin line with the requirecments ©

the Assart

Co : ,
mmittee to draft a Bill for the

['he Hon’ble Maulavi E\IUNA\‘V\VAR ALI replied :

()”. ( S
(a)—-The hon. Member’s Question is in such general term
ific reply. ‘

10ssible f .

1 '}Jil_t lior Government to give a Spec
L - b = ~ 3 &

chlllatilob lmn.1 Member's intention 1s to suggest that the

n needs to be amended here and there for detailed working

4

is in the aflirmative . .
((Lfbhrnxvullvn. If not, the answer Is in the negative

)—-What the hon. Member means by “An Act on modern lines » ig t

5 no

properly understo 5 :
) stood. If he has : sntion : -
he has the intention as suggested in the reply to (a) above,

thCI] (JOV 3 i
ernment proposc to amend e C i i
> a d the R .qul'ltlor i a ossible
BV 3 b 1 in that hght as soon P i
(c)— Gevernment proposc to appoint a Special Oti‘ﬁ(;er for t]Sq; purSOSCSSlsl .
r ! , 48 soon

as T .
as a suitable one will be availalle

s that it is not

Assam Land and Revenue
then the answer

Export of ¢cChina’’ crop from Assam

Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF asked

are that the summer
crop ‘‘China” i
na’ is not consumed i
m

rart of A : v 5 3
I As;anll‘ _thou.gh it is prodm:cd in the Province in abund

(b) Ts it a fact that the Ceentral Government ha ndange ¢
ave classed it as paddy and

have t S .
ave thus prohlblted its export from Assam ?

69. (a) Are Government aw
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({) If so, do Government Propose to move the Clentral Government to lift the
ban so that this product may have a faiv market in Bencal

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHANMMAD SAADULLA rephed:

69. (a)—Yes.
) (b)—The Provincial Government banned its cxport till the aus crop was ready
tut the ban was subscquently removed. ;
(¢)-—Docs not arisc.,

Barpeta Tarabari Road

Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROULF asked

70. Will Government be pleased to state
{a) The mileage of the Barpeta Tarabari Raoad
(b} The amount spent on its improvement or otherwise in the year 1943142
(c) Whether Government propose to in:lnrn':- the road i near future ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAI IMAN replied

70. (a)—12 miles.
(6)-—Rs. 16,010 was speiat on repairs.
{¢)—No.
and Mainl:l, in distribation of conicslled

R Services of Gaonburas
commodities

Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF asked :

71. (a) Are Government awarc l,.h;xt _m:r‘vi(:_vs of Gaonburas have c?1 late become
essentially necessary for proper distribution ol (jnn.[]'n”('(l commodities to the publig
and for getting many important and correct ficures ? e -

() If so, do (;‘)fol'nlrlt‘.ut propose to overhaul ”.I.".w l([“- :s:\.stmn" appoint
(Gaonburas in every village from respectable and educated classes and rvaise their status
substantially ?

72 Will Government be pleased to state w
question of substantially inc'rcnsing .1}1('3 IHIm])::r.
entrusted with supplying reliable stadstics regirdin
life ?

hether they propose to consider the
of Mondals so that they  may e
Lo various matters concerning village

‘I'he Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied:

AT (a‘)—-Government have not specifically asked for the Sl!{'IV‘”IJC-‘“OI the _(_’_“Onl)uras
ilised in connection with the distribution of the controfice “f_’”}”‘_”‘f]]”_m‘-‘* But
d from the Supply Department that lcading men o rural areas grq

e ctaes or otherwise, i ek
co-operate through the vigilance committees mrln h I‘a(‘,d!ﬂ' ‘Fh‘ Cking
in proper distribution of the commodities Lo, the

to be ut
it is understooO
to be asked to

black-marketing and assisting
pL!bliC. I L . : o not consider anv ch ;
(b)—Therc 1s nO such proposal.  Gover niment (}I],... e o Ange
f the fact that thrrg nas- Dec Nereay.

necessary in view o L incy
1 1 1 ~ule J oa rage K
of a Gaonbura as laid down in rule 16 t page 195 of the

in the existing system
i v >ctior i S
in connection with \"‘Dply

in the permanent duties
Land Revenue Manual. Any activities of a  Gaonbura
matters arc purcly temporary.

72.—No, unl.ess this is necessary in the interest of land Setl'[(_‘mcnt and land
rccorcls work, \Nh!cl‘_i is the Oniy concern ol ME}.HC‘:LIS. 'l‘hey have |[~,)t}]1ng to do with
collections of statistics about village life.

e
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QUESTIONS
Public Works Department contracts in Karimganj Subdivision
aulavi SMIABARAK ALT asked :

Will Govermment be 1\1(‘.\5:'(] to state—

089

a) The names of recognised  contractors under Public Works Department

in the Subdivision of Karimganj ?

o T'he ratio in which the contracts are distributed between the Hindu and

Musiim  contractors ?

are distributed among the Hindu  contractors ? -
/Y Whether it is a fact that notices of the contracts arc sometimes

alter the completion of the work ?

Whether it is 2 fact that more than 90 per cent. ol the contract works

issued

¢) The total value of contract works done under  the Karimganj Public

Works Department office in the year 1944 ?
The value of total contract works done by the Muslim - contractors ?

e

&

Subdivision ?

[Toa'ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied

(a)- A statement is shown below-

List of Contractors working mainly in the Karimganj
Subdivision

1. Babu Digendra Nath Das, Karimganj.

2. M. Abdul Khalique Chowdhury, B.a., Karimganj.
3. M. Faiz Uddin Ahmed, Karimganj.

I. M. Ibrahim Ali, Karimganj.

5. Babu Ashutosh Paul, Karimganj.

6. Babu Hiralal Paul, Karimganj.

7. M. Abdul Wahed Choudhury, Karimganj.

8 M. Ayub Alj, Karimganj. .

9. Babu Sashanka Ranjan Majumdar, Karimganj.
10. Babu Sasindra Ch. Laskar, Karimganj.
11. Babu Rabindra Kr. Das Karimganj.

2. Kutub Ali, Karimganj. e
13. M. Mutiur Rahman, Karimganj.

14. M. Watir Ali, Karimganj.

15. M. Idris Mcah, Karimganj.
16. Tasir Ali, Karimganj. _
17. Bepin Chandra Das, Karimganj.

18. Khamba Singh, Karnmganj. _

19. Babu Kumud Ranjan S-fu'ma, Karimganj.
920. M. Azad Ali, Karimganj. .
21. Babu Anil Baran Roy, Karimganj. .
22. M. Tahirul FHoque Choudhury, Karimganj.
23. M. Abdul Mannan Choudhury, Karimganj.
24. M. Abdur Rahman Choudhur):, Karimganj.
95  PBabu Balaram Sarkar, M.L.A., Karimganj.
26. M. Hasibur Raza Choudhury, Karimganj.
27. M. Ajmal Ali Choudhury, Karimganj.
28. M. Monojjir Ali, Karnmgany. =
29. M. Seraj Uddin Choudhury, Karimganj.
30. Babu D. N. Das, [Carimganj.

(o) Whether it is a fact that sometimes contracts are also given to un-recog-
nised  contractors and also to these who are not nativesof the
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31. M. A. Khalique Choudhury, Karimganj

32. Babu Jogodish Chandra 1)51;1’I'urk.’n-:f‘\:}:];; Katimgar

{33. M. Abdul Hafiz Choudhury Karimganj T e G
34. M. Arshad Ali, K&krilllI;iLtl].:, e

35. M. A. Azim Ch()ll(”lllijy. '

36. Babu Rashendra Kr. Bhattacharjece

37. M. Mohohar Ali. i

38. M. After Meah.

39. M. Abru Meah Mazumdar. *
40. M. Fazlur Rahman.

41. M. Gabru Meah.

42. M. Abdul Noor.

43. Babu R. L. Sen.

44. Babu Niranjan Das.

45. Babu Sachidananda Dutta.

46. Babu Rasik Rj. Bhattacharjece.

(b)r—AlJUul 39 per cent. Hindus and 61 per cent. Muslims.

(¢)—No.
(d)—No.
(6)""1'0[211 value of work done 1 I{:n'img.’mj Subdiviston in 1944 is about
8.3,40,917.
Muslim contractors is about Rs.2,12,742

(/)—The value of work given to

‘hich comes out to be 624 per cent.
g)—A native ef the Subdivision is @
ualified. From the list it will appear that a
he Subdivision.

‘ven to the native of t

Contract work is also given to new contractors
» bar against it. There is no such rules to restrict
atives of the gubdivision only.
rs of Procurement Age

gence iF he s otherwise

lways given prefe
of the contracts was

bout 76 pecr cent.

when found suitable as there 1s

the distribution of work to the

feg in Assam
Partne ncies 1

ABARAK ALI asked:

t be pleased to state— o
urement Agencies in Assam

ners of the various Proc e, :
h the Legislature of the Provinee

Maulavi M

74. Will Governmern,
(a) The namecs of partn
(b) Vheir connection Wit

Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied

Maulavi
procurement  Agencies, namely

SRS g S 7. - Y,
(2) Messis. aurma Valley Food-
ymmercial Syndicate and

tive constitutions are :—
names of the partners

The Hon’ble
‘74., (a)—dGovcrnmcnt have appointcd‘ i:our
1) Messrs. Steel Brothers and Company, Limited,
rain Syndicate, (3) Messrs. Bastern Bengal and Agsam (
4) Messrs Assam Valley Trading Syndicate. ‘Their respec
(1) Isa Company incorporated in ingland and the

are not dily available. . i P .
re(aé)lzi) Messrs. H. Chakravarty and Brothers of H'dllf.{kdl:ldl and (i7) Khan
Bahadur Abdul Majid Chaudhury and Khan gahib Abdul Karm Chaudhury of
Karimganj. - hik
(3) (i) Mr. Benode Behari Dutt, (i) Mr- Radht =
Maulavi Abdur Rahman, (iv) Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed,
Hassan Chaudhury, (vi) Maulavi Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury
(]?:thaému pichand Kabra, (iv) Babu Bolaram Agarwalld, (») Maulavi Talmihuy

a Ranjan Dam and (if)
(v) Maulavi Abdul

Py
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- (b)-—-Some ol the partners of the Surma Valley Foodgrain Syndicate and the
lastern Bengal and Assam Commercial Svndicate are members of the Assam Legisla-
tive Assemblyv., g

Sale of paddy and rice below the controlled rate
Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :

75. ‘a) Are Government aware that due to the ban on export, many cultivators
could not dispose of their stock at the controlled price ? '
_ (b) Are Government aware that the Procurement Agencies always tried and
forced the cultivators to sell at a price below the controlled rate ? '

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

75. (a)--No.
(b)-—Yes, the controlled price is the maximum in consuming areas.

Commission and other charges paid to Purchasing Agencies
Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :

76. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) 'The amount o1 com mission, coolie charges and other incidental charges
(each to be shown separately) paid to each of the Foodgrains Syndicates

or Purchasing Agencies upto the end of the month of September 1944 ?

(b) The amount of commission paid to (i) Messrs. Shaw Wallace and (i) Steel

Brothers in 1943-44 or within the period ol one full year ?

(¢) 'The amount of commission likely to be paid by Government for supply of
controlled commodities to (7) Messrs. Shaw Wallace and (i) the local
agents in both the Valleys during the year 1044 ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

76. (a)-—(7) Eastern Bengai and Assam Commercial Syndicate : Commission—
Rs. 30,549-7-0, coolie and other” charges—Rs. 16,002-6-0, (i) Surma Valley Food-
grain Syndicate : Clommission—Rs. 46,255-14-0, coolie and other  charges—
Rs. 1,80,515-9-0, (i11) Steel Brothers upto August 1944 : Commission—Rs. 8,56,624-0-0,
coolie and other charges—Rs. 1,80,573-0-0, (iv) Assam Valley Trading Syndicate :
Clommission—Rs. 37,643-0-0, coolie and other charges—Rs. 36,710-10-0.
(b)— (i) Rs. 1,22,761-0-0 in 1943-44, () Rs. 4,62,656-0-0 in 1943-44.
(e)—(i) To Messrs. Shaw Wallace and Company about Rs. 1,85,000-0-0,

() To other local Agents—About @ lakh. )
Report of the Sp ecial Officer on land settlement

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS asked :

77. (a) Ts it a fact that Mr. 5. P. Desai, 1.0.5., was deputed as a Special Officer to
find out areas of cultivable lands for seltplem?né with landless people in Assam in order
to give effect to the land settlement policy of Government adumbrated in their Reso-
lution of August 1943 ?

(b) 1s ita lact that he toured in the Districts of Nowgong, Darrang and
Kamrup and submitted a report to Government afier proper enquiry ?
(¢) Do Government Propose to publish his report in the Assam Gazette ?
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‘The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALIL replied:

—= \ R ) a
s r, ,t i.u ; _.Ir,}])r Sl Was .«],-1,““.'{ to examine the Professional G izinge Reserves in
inder te ) ' I Vo owe i ol & l
C y hnd oul 10W [ia1 Ihr) were surplus 1o the :rr!nl:'r-nu-:-l ol cattle “l's’WiH”
there. ' | - -
(b)-—Yes.
- -No. ['his is meant {for official use only.

Land settlement policy of Government
Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS asked :

8. \\il.l Government be pleased to state the total arcas in Livhas ol cultivable
land found for settlement under the present land settlement policy of  Government with
the landless people in the Districts of Nowoorne. Kamrup and Dairang, scparately
District by District - ' AR s

‘I he tHon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR Al.l replied :

The District Oflicers have been authorised
to open portions of Professional Grazing Reserves found by them according to the stand-
ard laid down by Government as surphis to requirement.  Apart from these there are
considerable areas ol wastc land in cvery District .vailable for setdement with any
indigenous person who likes to apply for land. A very rough estimate has been
made that such lands aggregatc 20 lakhs of acres.

~8.—Information is not yct available,

Professional Grazing Reserves and rorest Reserves opened for settlement

*Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS asked:

the Professional Grazing Reserves
District of the Province, scparately ?
Lnmigrant families have
Leen thrown open  for

79.(a) Will Government be pleased 1o name

and Forest Reserves npcncd [or settlenient in each
(h) How many indigenous Assamecese families and
ith lands in each of these Reserves which have

bheen pru'.'id(:(l W
settlement _
(¢c) Is it a fact tl-luL in the li_;n']mla Prolessional (;]'.Elzil
peta Subdivision, many imimigrant families have bcen grven 5S¢t
supcrsession ol the gi]mms of indigenous Jandless Assd#nesc [amilics ?

(d) Is it a fact that the [amilies who were rendered landless on account of

their lands being taken away for military purposes, went to settle at Barbala Reserve and
that they have been refused settlements there also ?
(e) If so, why ?

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

79.(a)—In Kamrup no Professional Grazing Reserve has yet been linally opened,

In Nowgong, Odoloni, Bhurabandha (part), Borghuli (part), Ka‘chm‘"iberi (pnrt) and
Laokhowa I(p 1 and in Darrang, Chowguri, Gaodhoa Chapri,

art) have bcen openec e thay
Karaikhowa and Bandia Chapori. ect of other Districtg

Information called for in resp
has not yet been received. ‘ )
(), (¢), (@) & (e)—Government have no information.

1o Reserve the Bar.
settlement of lands in

The Hon’ble

. Sl'ylhet Colonisation Area in Nowgong District

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS asked :

gO @ “\I/}'Hll Lotﬁgzmle:\? 1()6 pleased to state the number ol landless families from
the Surma Valley have got settlement in the Sylhet Clolonisation Area in  the

District of Nowgong

)

L R .
—— e, N
s, e .
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(6) The number of such immigrant families, that have not yet been given settle-
ment in that Colonisation Area for want of land ?

81.(a) Will Government be pleased to state the total area in bighas covered by the
Sylhet Colonisation Arca and the immigrants Colonisation Area separately in the Dis-
trict of Nowgong ?

(b) Isita fact that in the District of Nowgong a new Reserve will be opened _
soon for settlement in which Sylhet immigrants will have no claim for settlement ?
(¢) If so, why ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT replied :

80.(a) & (b)—No detailed information is available.

81.(a) — There is no Sylhet Colonisation Area in Nowgong. 'I_‘hc Colonisation Area
which is open for settlement by indigenous people as well as immigrants changes mate-
rially from time to time, as lands fully settled are t:nkct_l out of it and placed under
Circle Sub-Deputy Collector and other areas are added which are proposed for coloni-
sation or development.

(b)—Government have no information : the Colonisation Officer has been direct-
ed to ensure that all communities get a share in lands opened for settlement under the
Dchlopmcnt Scheme in Nowgong and Government have called for a statement to show
allocations with various communities up to 31st October 1944, but it has not yet been
received.

(¢)—Does not arise.

Scheduled Caste Primary Schools
Babu BALARAM SIRCAR asked: |

82. Will Government be pleased to state—

a) The number of scheduled caste Primary Schools in the Province ?

(b)) Whether there is any special inspecting officer from the scheduled cagstes for
these schools as in the case of Muslims ? _

(¢) If not, whether Government propose to appoint some such officer of
officers ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied .,

82.(a)—There is no separate scheduled caste Primary School in the Province,
(b) & (c)—Do not arise. n

Re Sub-Inspectors of Schools

Babu BALARAM SIRCAR asked:

83. (a) Will Government be pleased to statg whether all the newly appointed
Sub-Inspectors of Schools hold the B.T. degree : he table a I
()W " Government b pleased 112y o1 ghe able 3 1ot of ST
of Schools appointed in the years 1941, 1942 apd wit] eir (t) names, (ii ors
lifications, (i1i) dates of appointments and (iv) community to which eag}, of tgua-
belongs (to be shown Valley by Valley) ? cm

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied -

83. (a)—No. A few have yetto obtain the B.'T. degree,



(b)—A list is placed below :
Surma Valley

[18Tr Nov.

(n_ (I1) 111 v
Maulavi Madasir Ali . B.A. ‘.JEh H""I’- 1941 .’\Il(m“le Appeared
] in the last
5 Rafique Ahmed Choudhury  B.A. jrd Feb. 1942 ])iun.j I?I;E'agza-
- Gausul Hussain ... . B.A., B.ST. 5th Feb, 1943 Ditto. =
e Cheraguddin Ahmed Chou- B.AL, BT Ist Oct. 1943  Ditto.
dhury.
Babu Surendra Chandra Deb M.A., B.T. 6th July 1943 Hindu.
) Assam  Valley
Srijut Keshab Chandra Das s Bul, st Apr. 1941 Hindu.
Maulavi Ubedur Rahman sve Bl gth Aug. 1941 Muslim.
Srijut Someswar Deur : B 11th Aug. 1941 Tribal plains since
: appointed  Sub-
- Deputy Collcctol-,
tem porarily
Maulavi Mafizur
Rahman, B, a.
officiating  from
‘ - 11th June 1943,
Srijut Radha Charan Choudhury ... B.A. 13th Aug. l‘)L_l I‘—Iindu.
J)Jlir(:ndrn_[,:ll Das B.A. 1 7th Aug. l‘)H' bchcd.ultfd.
M;:ulzwi Mushafly Flussain ... B.A. 16th Apr. I'ffl-.i M.ushm.
I{arrzaruzz:un;m . B.A. Ist July 1943 l)_lttu.
= Md. Eussa B.A., B.L. 4th Aug. 1943 Ditto.
23

(latering Establishments Control

H. MOORE asked :

3. b 2 ; 4 .
Mr' I\Nith rchI‘CIlC(' to the (;atvrmg
. 84. .t PO yose  to g!(:cl;m: as Controlled Areas p
Government = gpillong ?

. svigion ]

buhdlwsm‘rNir” (sovernment
) C(mtl‘“l Order, 1941 —

3 many ¢stablishments in

what conditions the Deputy Comimission

owners of such establishments in the M

lishment

)

I—Inn’b

.

and (6) Military personnel ?
Je Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD
Dibrugarh Subdivision and Shillong,
Dhekiajuli Police stat
Other places of the Province
contfoll? from the Deputy Commissioners who have
are T€CeiVe /(6.}__1‘}1(; Deputy Commissioner,
85. (a) but it has not yet been received.

in Formation %

The
84.?1/])!]].

. - ez
tion of arcas.

Publication of Census Report

ot OCENDIUA SLBA YA M asked :

Srl_]u:NJ',n Governmf:r}t 13:: pleased totggil' as

Whethcr i 1L1C4_(:nsus ].{(,‘,‘P()rt for 194'] r()l' L}l
finally pu ’hshf:d By oy ar 1941

(») 1f not, why not ? vernment

Fstablishments  Control ]
laces other than the Dibrugarh

be pleased to state with referen

How many meals are served in licensed €3

jons in Darrang,
may be declared when suggestions

Order, 1944
Order, 1914, do

ce to the Catering Estaly.

the Dibrugarh Subdivision have heep

er, Lakhimpur has imposed on
atter of the supply of mealg ?
tablishments to—(¢ i"’ilian;

SAADULLA replied :

the areas within the jurisdic

have been declareq

been consulted.

Lakhimpur has been asked to fu"hish

for 1941

e Province of Assam has hee,

——
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHANMMAD SAADULLA replied : ¥

T 86. (a)—Therce was not complete tabulation but the Census Report of India has
een published, and the figures for Assam were published in the Gazette of 6th August
1941, page 991.

_ (6)—On account of paper economy and pressure of other business further
compilation and publication must wait till after the war.

Measures taken against corruption, profiteering and black-marketing
in Nowgong '

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN asked :

ased to state what measures, if any, Government

87. (a) Will Government be ple
profitcering and black-marketing in

Propose to take towards combating corruptions,

owgong ? ,

(b) Do Government propose to empower an Extra Assistant  Commissioner to

locally enquire into and try cases ol alleged corruiptions, profitecering and  black-
marketing ?

(¢) Are Government

PY such mal-practices to fight

in Courts ?
(d) Is it a fact that no case of profiteering or bribery or black-marketing can

be entertained by the District Judicial oflicers  except when not reported by Supply
Sub-Inspectors or Inspectors ? ) ey

(¢) Do Government propose to direct the Supply Extra Assistant Gom.mlssmner
or any other Lxtra Assistant Clommissioner to take up such cases and enquire them
personally in the locality concerned without sending them for enquiry by their subordi-
nate staff ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sit MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

aware of the big expenses re juired by persons victimized
a case of such corruption, profiteering or black-marketing

87. (a)—Government have been issuing instructions to all Magistrates to try cases
of profiteering, etc., summarily and to convict offenders with deterrent punish-

ment.
(b)—It is already within the competence of a Magistrate. -
t take up the case there seems no expenditure

(¢)—No. As soon as Governmen _
for the person who reports against such mal-practices. )
d)—Yes, it is mandatory under Defence of India Rule 130(I) except in cascs

plaint, enquiry will be made by the supply staff

of bribery.  In casc of a private com :
who wil] submit formal report for prosecution.
udicial discretion

(¢)-—It is a matter of J L B
under the relevant provisions of the Dt fence of India Rules, 193

Procedure Code.

to be exercised by the Magistrate
9 and the Criminal

Daily rations to Government servants and private citizens

Mr. A. WHITTAKER asked

88. Will Government be pleased to state—(a) What is the adult ration in rice,
Dal, Atta, salt, sugar, kerosene, mustard oil, for (i) Government servants and

(¢z) private citizens ? : ]
() Whether Government consider that Government servants require heavier

rations than private citizens
(¢) If so, on what grounds :

D
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

88. (a)— (i) The daily ration allowed to Government servants is rice or Atta 10
chhataks, Dal 2 chhataks, mustard oil 1} chhatak, salt } chhatak, sugar 1 chhatak
tea 2/15 chhatak. i . ’

(ii) As regards the adult ration for private citizens the attention of the hon.
Member is invited to Government Notification No. S1).166/41/1, dated the 20th
May 1944.

Both the rations are being revised now.

(b)—No. Government servants were given a scale
living concession long before general rationing came into lorce.
(¢)—Rations are being revised.

free ration as a cost of

Restrictions on sale or movement of oranges from Sylhet District

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

89. (a) Have Government imposed any restrictions on the sale or movemen
7 18 SOMPANG Y t o
oranges this year from the District of Sylhet ?
(b) If so, what are they ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replicd :
may rcfer to Supply Department Negj.

as amended by Notification
Assam Gazetle of the

89. (a) & (b)—Yes. The hon. Member
fication No. SD.410/43/1, dated the 20th December 1943
No. SD.410/43/19. dated the 24th June 1944, published in the
22nd December 1943 and the 28th June 1944, respectively.

Supplementary Demands for Grants
No.1
29.—POLICE
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, _I_bc'g, Sir, to
move that a sum not exceeding Rs.21,329 be granted to the Minister-in-charge ¢,
defray certain charges which will come in the course of payr‘r‘lC(Ilt dl)lrlflg’tihc year end.-
ing the 31st March 1945, for the ad ministration of the head €¢29.—Police™.

Rs.
34,03,200

Grant originally voted by the Assembly
Grant will be accounted for—

11I. Sub-head under which the Supplementary

K.— Works— .
(a) Original works—in charge of civil officers ...__;‘2_1,3.,9
21,329

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The ?UTPOSC of this Grant is to rovicie acco
sonnel of the Railforce Sactor Healzlquartcrs at Silchar and Dibrugarh.  The o
is very urgent and the entire expenditure is recoverable from the Government P
India. Bfut, 5:;‘:-11:1'115 s a major work and the expenditure will be met at the firs;
instance from the provincial accounts a Supplementary Demand has become necessary

mmodation for the stores and pat.
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As explained in the explanatory note, this is only a book transfer. The cost of this
construction will come from the Government of India.,  We have only to carry out the .

work and put up the bill.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :
“That a sum not exceeding Rs.21,329 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to
defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment during the year end-
ing the 31st March 1945, for the administration of the head “29.—Police”.

Now, there are five * Cut Motions to this Demand. I am afraid, all are out of
order. These Cut Motions want to discuss certain policy of Government on the
subject of administration of the Defence of India Rules, with regard to detention of
certain Members thercunder, and so on and so forth. But this Demand has been asked
for the purpose of getting private accommodation for stores and personnel of the Rail
force Sector Headquarters at Silchar and Dibrugarh. The Hon’ble Premier has
explained that this is only a book transfer and ultimately this expenditure will be
realised from the Central Governmeat.  On previous occasions, 1 pointed out to the
hon. Members that debates on Supplementary Demands are to be confined only to the
particulars of the Demand, as stated in the Supplementary Statement, and any question
of policy which only relates to the points arising in regard to the Demand moved can
be discussed in a Gut Motion. Therefore, I am sorry, I cannot allow any of the Cut
Motions to be moved on this Demand. v

Then I am putting the question.
The question is:

That a sum not exceeding Rs.21,329 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to
defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment during the year
3

ending the 31st March 1945, for the administration of the head—29—Police’.
The question was adopted.

*Motions.—

1. Srijut LAKSHESHVAR BOROOA to move :—

That the total provision of +5.21,329 under Supplementary Demand No.l, Major head 29.—Police.
at page 1 of the list of Supplementary Demands for Grants for 19 14-15, be reduced by Rs.100, ie., the
amount of the whole Supplementary Demand of Rs.21,329 do stand reduced by Rs.100. p

(To criticise Government in ruthlessly keeping several Congress men of Dibrugarh uncer externment

orders.)

2. Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOA to move :— _
That the total provision of Rs.21,329 under Supplementary Demand No.l1, Major head—29,—Police

at page 1 of the list of Supplementary Demands for Grants for 1914-45, be reduced by Re.100, ie., the
amount of the whole Supplementary Demand ol Rs.21,329 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

(To criticise Government for injudicious exercise ol the Defence of .Indla Rules by the District
Magistrate, Dibrugarh, in refusing permission to hold public meetings at Dibrugarh to d:scuss matters
absolutely unconnected with War effort.)

3. Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH to move i— ) . -

That the total provision of Rs.21,329 under Supplementary Demand No.1, Mnjgr hca.d—-—29.-71’011cc,
at page 1 of the list of Supplementary Demands for Grants for 1944-45, be reduced 'by Rs.100, i.e,, the
amount of the whole Supplementary Demand of Rs.21,329 do stand reduced by Rs.100. e ) :

(To raise a discussion about the inconvenience felt by public for improper refusal of permission to go
and stay at protected areas like Digboi, Margherita and Tinsukia in following their normal avocation of

life,)

4. Srijut BELIRAM DAS to move :— -

That the total provision of Rs.21,329 under Supplementary Dcmandr' No.1, Major head—329._.
Police, at page 1 of the list of Supplementary Demands for (;’:r:mts for 1944-45, be reduced by Rs.100, i,
the amount of the whole Supplcmcntar)’_DCm_ﬂ“d of Rs.21,329 do stand reduced by Rs,100. ’

(To criticise Govesnment for their failure to provide ?ollcc protection to the fishery lesees and
fish carriers against immigrants from Bengal occupying the <hars.)

5. Babu KARUNA SINDHU ][2%35 to lf;?\gui;i:lem - N

That the total provision of Rs.21,329 under cementary Uemar 0.1, Major head —29,—Pol;
at page 1 of the list of Supplementary Demands for Gt ‘1ms for 1944-45 be reéuccd by B lbl e 15;,

emand o Rs.21,329 do stand rediced by Rs.100, ’ .

amount of the whole Supplementary 1D f Police. Shill
(To criticise that the Superintendent of Polics, Shillong, has refused permission to hold a conference

by Mahila Atmarakhya Samity, Shillong.)
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No. 2
42 —CO-OPERATION
The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NAT'H SAIKIA : On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that an additional sum of
Rs. 5,332 be granted to the Minister in charge o defray  certain charges which will
come in the course of payment during the year  ending the 31st March 1945, for the
administration of the hcad ““42.—Co-operation™, Rs.
Grant originally voted by the Asseinbly ... i 2,953,200
II. Sub-heads under which the Supplementary Grant will be accounted for—

B.—-Superintendence-— Rs.
1. Pay of officers - 750
2. Pay of establishment... 3,330
3. Allowances and honoraria 1,085
4. Contingencics 3 167

Total ... 5,332

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Supply Department made an arrangement for the import of iron, steel
and plain sheets for the manufaciure of acricultural and houschold implements,
and of brass sheets for the rmanufzcture of Drass utensils and other brassware as
part of a proposal to fabricate some  consumer soods inside  the Province. A
number ot Industrial Co-operative Socictics © have been  organised  to undertake
the work of distributing the raw materials and getting  the finished articles fabri-
cated through local artisans. As the organisation and working of the societies
require strong cffort, undivided attention and \leu;l_c-hcartcd action, a separate
staff of one Superintendent and 8 Inspectors, s md:f;pcnsablcz‘ll!c officers of the
Department at the present momclit being  busy  with multifarious work. It is
necessary, therefore, that the staff’ should be zlp])olnl‘(:d,‘nnll.]cdlatcly, but there
is no provision in the current year’s Budget for the purpose. I'he Supplementary Grant
is therefore essentially necessary. _ o

The staff will be temporary for one ycar for the _present a'.nd it is hoped that
the entire expenditure thereon will he c.;nw_:rcrrl by audit [ces, which under the recent
amendment of the rules relating to audit fees should be large, as the societies will

all have a big working capital. _ o |
The ob_%ccts and reasons for moving this Supplementary Demand hag besn Clcarly
i 3 te
stated in the explanatory notc. .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved : o '
““That an - dditional sum of Rs.5,332 Dbe g;l‘;itlt(:Fl to the Ml.nlstcr-ln-Charge to
defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment during e year end.
ing the 31st March 1945, for the administration ol the head €42

—~Cio-operation’,
There are three* Cut Motions. Of these only the Cut Motion standing in the
e i

i #Motions.——
UNA SINDHU ROY to move :- .
L. e i o of Rs.5,332 under Supplementary Demand No.2, Major hcad—-q.z.___co_

That the tota] provisioh o o Grants for 1944-45, be reduced b
: " the li t Supplementary Demands for Grants for 19 s bE uce y Rs.100
?Eer?l?cor;;na:g:fr?tgz;tﬁ"‘ ';.ticul)llﬂ Sl i 1 of Rs.5,332 do stand reduced by Rs.100, s
1.65 -

(T criticise Government co-opcralivc stores to cover every aregp in
o .

t he Province.) L. . e
2. Srijut PARAMANANDA DAS lo move i mentary Demand I\}O.Z, Major head—42.—Qq.

ihe total provision of Rs.5,332 under Supple . e b g
operaTtliI:ri, at page {)of the list of Supplementary Demands for G‘ranb; for jzé(!_:]-ulc?c’d E{)cy ;‘f':l‘élc"d by Rs.2,
i.c., the amount of the whole Supplementaty Demand of Rs‘.:),332- do 5’-3“ 4) (L

(To criticise the lack of superintendence on the part ol the oflicers concerned.
3. Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY to move - .
That the total provision of Rs.5,332 under Supplementary Demand No,2, Major head—d42 .
on. at page 1 of the list of Supplementary Demands for Grants [or 191445, b~ reduced by Re,}
i.e., the amount of the whole Supplementary Demand of Rs.5,332 do stand reduced by Re.1. .
(To criticise Government for not arranging for supply to Co-operative Stores so that memberg and

non-members get adequate supply of controiled goods.)

¢ supplementary Demans
for not taking steps for starnng

operati
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name of Srijut Paramananda Das is in order. In accordance with the principle stated in
connection with the first Demand, I shall only allow Srijut Paramananda Das to move
his Cut Motion. j

Srijut PARAMANANDA DAS: I beg, Sir, to move that the total provision
of Rs.5,732 under Supplementary Demand No.2, Major head—42.—Co-operation, at
Page 1 of the list of Supplementary Demands for Grants for  1944-45, be reduced by
Rs.2, ie. the amount ol the whole Supplementary Demand of Rs 5,332 do stand
reduced by Rs.2.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am moving this Cut Motion in order to criticise the policy
of not taking special care of the newly opened Consumers’ Co-operadve Stores after
opening them. Co-operative Stores are nice things and the opening of such ones
throughout the length and breadth of the Province is a good and laudable work, but
if you remain content alter opening them, the movement is bound to be a failure.
These need constant supervision. The Inspectors and others should visit them every
three months and advise the Promoters how to manage and check their activities when
they go astray. ‘The majority ol the share-holders are illiterate people.  They cannot
check fraud, misappropriation, black-marketing when practised by the more educated
and clever men who promote those stores.  So without the fostering care of the Depart-
ment these stores cannot thrive. :

I shall cite a concrets example. In my village Pachonia there is a Rural Co-opera-
tive Credit Socicty of 40 years standing. A Consumers’ Co-operative Store was
openei in November, 1043, 1 took four sirarves, but before the Store was doing busi-
ness I got scent of’ the fact that Rs.400 was misnppm])ri;}tcd. I\w:th 24 others sent a
requisition letter to convene a meeting to scrutinise the fund. The Secretary did not
convene the meeting. 1 saw the Inspector. He told me that he could not take any
action, because the Store was not still registered and advised me to go to the Law Court.
I took legal advice. 'The lawyer told me that 1 lhad no other remedy than
to run to the Registrar, for the situation was quite anomalous. Thc Court
is not likely to take cognisance ol the case as the model rules issued by
the Co-operative Department  to which all shareholders s.u})g,crxbed, _contain mno
provision of compelling the Secretary to convene a requisition meeting 1n  case
he does not. So, in utter disgust 1 tookout my shares. After that it happened
that black-marketing and fraud were widely practised by the Secretary.  Some
44 share-holders gave a notice to him to convene a requisition meceting. I'he Secretary
did not do that. T'he signatorics ol that notice :tt}ust took recourse to C_lour_t. The
case is still pending in the Subdivisional Oflicer’s Gourt at Goalpara.. If that be the
case in a village like ours which is fairly adv:m,ccd, what cannot take place at other
places ? ‘There have been so many Gonsumers Clo-operative Stores throughout the
Province. As soon as they were opened by the officers concerned, the Inspectors give
up taking care at all. Instead of going to advise how to manage tllFln, they sit tight
in the Subdivisional towns and so nobody can approach them. So I have brought

this Cut Motion and commend this Motion to the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble SPEAKER : Motion moved :
«That the total provision of Rs. 5,332 under Supplementary Demand No. 2, Major

head —42.—Co-operation, at page 1 ol the list of Sgpplementary Demands for Grants
for 1944-45, be reduced by Rs.2, 7.¢., the amount of the whole Supplementary Demand

of Rs.5,332 do stand reduced by Rs.2.” X

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Mr, Speaker, Sir, T admit
that the Co-operative staff has not been able to cope with the work owing to the huge
increase in the number of Co-operative Stores recently. In the Pegmnmg, 1 miean o
the time of our taking oflice this tme, the number Of‘CO-Opel“dthC Stores in the Pro.
vince was only 5 and during this short space ol time it has gone up to nearly 2,000, and
a further number of stores are in the process ‘Uf formation.  Though during the last two
or three years we have increased the stall’ from 17 to 47 in the Inspector’s cadre, and
also 19 new posts of Assistant Auditors have been created to facilitate the working of
the Co-operative movement, evell then the stafl'is considered inadequate and we are
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fur‘thcr Cf:vr?.‘id{.'t'in'_{ the question of increasing the staff. It can  easily be realised that,
as in addition to the old existing Socicties, the number of ('.u-up:-:;uih-. Stores has gone
up from 5 to 2,000, the tremendous work that has been put upon the co-opcrative staff’
is really unimaginable, and for that “there may be some Clo-operative Stores to which
the Co-operative stall has not been able to pay any visit.  For the efficient manage-
ment of the Co-operative Stores the accounts specially have to be checked from time
to time and many of our officers have bheen keeping themsclves busy checking the
accounts. .()ur :;i;lf}','lhf'u:f}m:, in some cases have not been able to }';a.\' any visit to
see hf_nv things are going on.  After all it is a public concern the efficient management
of which entirely depends upon the managing bodies.  If any Society finds that the
management is deteriorating due to the fault of certain members of the Managing
Body, it is up to them to reconstitute the Managing Body and bring matters to the
notice of Government for necessary action.  Just now a case has been referred to me
about certa n Co-operative Store at Goalpara by the mover of the Cut Motion. I am
not in posszssion of the facts aboutit. [fthe hon. Member brings any particular
case to my aotice, I will surcly take nccessary action. .

So far as these consumer goods —1 mean the agricultural and houschold imple-
ments are concerned, this scheme is cssentially  necessary.  In course of discussion of
the Motion that was moved the other day regarding the consumer goods procure-
ment policy, much stress was laid by many hon. Members on the procurement of
such goods in the interests of the peasants of the Province. So, I think there can be

no objection to this scheme as there is nothing to say against it and I hope the House

will agree to the Demand.
#Srijut PARAMANANDA DAS: What about the model rules which are defec-

o)
The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NA'T'H SATKIA : If any rule is defective and it
notice ol Government, Government will certainly take action to set

tive

is brought to the
it right. . ) . .
#Srijut PARA MANANDA DAS: Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my

Motion. : ‘
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member got leave of the House to

withdraw the Motion :
(After a pause)

‘The Motion stands withdrawn with the leave of the House.

Mr. HAIDYANAT[—-I MOOKER]JEL : ) Sir, with your pcrmissi()n I want

[,o spcak something  on 1hf’ origil_ml Motmn. .As‘ I find in Lht_: Explanatory
Notes tha: this amount 1Is required  for appointing  one Superintendent and
3 Inspectors to supervise the works that will be r'._ntr.ustc.d to a num.ber of
[ndustrial Societies, and to take up t]}c VV(?I‘]( ol dlstrlhutlf_)n of the iron, steel
and brass, ctc. which have been and W"IH IJ:E mnpor}c_d by the .Supply ] Department to
this Provir ce. sir, I thought that the Jon’ble Minister, \:vhll_c moving his Motion,
would enlig hten us about the 'numbcr of such Societies. He did not do that. And
while replying to the Cut Motion moved by my hon. Frmn_d Mr. Das he traversed far
beyond the scope and even then also he §11d not care to ex111$31tcn the House whether
e i any_justiﬁcatiol'l for appointing a Superintendent and;_) Ixéspe_ct-ors. Sir, before
we vote for this amount we want to know how many ]_Clldustrial Socicties haye already
been formed and registered. It has also been stated in the Explanatory Note that the
resent stalf is very busy with mquIeno_us works. Sir, words like these may be used
11:)) one and all but the require explanation. We a}l know about the activities of the
(‘Yo-oPera,tive Department in this Pro_vincc. It was in a moribund cc‘md1t10n. ThO}lgh
there were officcrs and stall they did not do 7anyth1ng. But as there were agitations
session after session in this august House, Government provided some money 1n the
Budget, but they could not or did not spend the money for which purpose it wasg
allotted.  Now, Sir, as some Co-operative Societies have been started and people and

~taking interest in them due to the scarcity of various kinds of daily necessaries of life and
that some of them are working. But still, I venture to say, the present

)

we can sce

.
*Speech not corrected

}
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913” IIS not fully oc (‘nl_lit'(l with the work and there is no reason or justification for which
anot 1€ new '.u'.nu'h in the ])rp.n'!nu‘nl should be opened. 1 .sa\r, Sir, there is no
pecessity.  With these words, Sir, 1 oppose the original Motion of the Hon’ble Minister.
_ ['he Hon'ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : I was following the usual proce-
dure that has bheen followed up ull now that after the Motion is moved, it is for the
pon. Members to take part in its discussion. So while moving the Mt;tion I did not
s ;w}c about the details of the scheme.  Now as the hon. .\fIv.li_{lwr wants a certain clari-
fication I am prepared to doit. The genesis of this scheme is that some time back the
pirector of Supply.Mr. Marar, enquired of the Director of Industries whether the Indus-
iries Department could take up the work of distribution of the centrolled materials to be
i:lll)“"“‘}l such as brass sheets, iron sheets and steel plates for manufacture of household
and agricultural implements which shall have to be sold to the peasants of the Province
at reasonable prices, and he wanted to make sure, as the procurement of these materials
comes under control order, that the manulictured goods would be sold to the public
st reasonable prices, and that no such materials would go to the black market. Having
gereed, the Director of Industries thought it proper to come forward with a clear cut
scheme (o fullil the conditions that were imposed upon the Industries Department and
jor working according to their directions for the success of the object. In moving
pis Cut. Motion Srijut Paramananda Das said that  there has been lack of superin-
tendence on the part of Co-operative staff which is undoubtedly due to inadequacy of
st ff.  So, for proper administration of the control orders about these materials, we
thought it proper to have a separate stafl'so that no law in that direction would be
violated, and we had to come forward with this scheme for staff’ exclusively meant for
the Industrial Societies which would import these goods and also manufacture consumer
,,;UU(JS for salc at reasonable prices to the public.
*Myr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: It is not insulliciency of staff but it is
negligence on the part of the Department. / .
The Hoa’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Itis for the House to judge
rative Department is sufficient to check properly

whether the present stafl of the Co-ope
hich have sprung up during the

the accounts of thousands of Co-operative Stores w
short space of time.

The Hon'ble the SPFAKER : Hon. Mr. Mookerjee wants to know how many
[ndustrial (:r)-op('rati\'(: Socicties are there.

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Already nine such Industrial
Co-operacive Socicties have been formed at nine different centres, namely, Tezpur,
Mangaldai, Gaubati, Dhubri, Maulvibazar, Habiganj, Sylh~t, Nowgong and ‘Suna..rr_l-
ganj, and I have further information that another has been formed in Barpeta Subdivi-
sjon and further Societies are in the process of formation.

“Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: One Inspector for one Society ? The
Hon’ble Minister may com= before the House for increased number of staff in case the
pumber of Societies is increased, during the Budget session.

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Sir, we will not appoint stall
unneccessarily.  We will appoint stall accordi_ng to the demand. We want only sanc-
don  We will not appoint all at the same tme. _ ]

*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May I krow on a point of inf‘orm_athn, Sir,
what is the provincial quota of these articles and how many Societies are justified to
distribute all the quotas that have been allotted to this Province ?

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA:  Asregards the quota, I shall

not be able to tell ofl hand but I can say that the quota will not be so small that our

scheme will have to fall through. " )
#*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Without knowing how many Societies will be

necessary to distribute this quota what is the data on which  Government is coming

forward for a separate stafl’ ?

*Sp('cch not corrected,
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The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NA'TH SAIKIA: The 1
; 4] N/ / A ' t; 4 he
or decreased from time to time according to CINCrEency e SN ¢ e
}

*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Is the Hon'ble Minister satisfied that even  the
present number of Socictics will be fully occupied by the materials that have alre; 1-
bccn' r'ccciw:d by this Government ? ‘ T

y I'he Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NAT:1 SAIKIA: The Director of Industries
discussed the matter fully with the Director of Supply and he was satisfied  that ] e
quota w.ll be sufficient to run the Socicties. ' &

*Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY :
appoint honorary organisers ?

‘ The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NA'T'H SAIKIA :
Co-cperative Organisers.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :

““ That an additional sum of Rs.5,332 be granted
dcfr_ay certain charges which will come in the course of  payment
ending the 31st March 1945, for the administration of the head *42.

The question was adopted.
No.3.
50.- CIVIL WORKS

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR  RAHMAN: On  the
recommendation of His Excellency  the Governor of  Assam, 1 beg, Siry to
move that an additional sum of Rs$.28,066 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to
deijray certain charges which will come in the course of pavment during 1hcbycar
ending the 31st March 1945, for the administration ol the head 50, Givil Works™,

Grant originally voted by the Asscmbly Rs 34,57,900

1. Sub-heads under which this Supplementary Grant will he accounted for—

Jav 1 know, Sir, whether Government can
N

We have already got honorary

Order, order.  The question is:

to the Minister in-charge to

during the year
Co-operation’,””

A.—Original Works—
(a) Buildings— N Rs.
Jails and Convict Settlements ... 28,060
EXPLANATORY NOTL

is required for the construction of a  District Jail in the
accommodation for 56 prisoners including 6 female
ace is fully justified by the lacts that the nun,.
has greatly increased of late ang

The additional grant
Margherita (protected) arca with
prisoners. The nced for a jail at this pl
ber of under-trials and convicts requiring  detention .
that Margherita, the h(’adc!uartcrs ol the 'l'il_'a]; Frontier Tract 1s.l|lu-]_\' to continue tq
be important after the war from the aspect of Law and Order-—owing to the opening up
of communications with Burma and China.

This amount, as has been explained in the Explanatory Note, is  required  for the
construction of a District Jail in Margherita which is the headquarters of Tirap Frontier
Tract and which is important and is likely to continue to be  nmportant after the war
from the aspect of Law and Order.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved :

¢That an additional sum of Rs.28,066 be granted to the Minister in-chargc o
detray certain charges which will come in the coursc of payment flgring 1lufsycar endipe
the 31st March 1945, for the administration of L'hc head “50.—_C]v1] Works™. o

There is one TCut Motion to this Demand in the name of .

Aditya. The hon. Member wants to discuss two points ; une point can be discussed unde)

a Cut Motion. But the points he wants to discuss mla;ipégt?-??“gg)S,f:t}:;é‘,}l?i.e?ti This
Demand is under xe ng p: sfor g

points the hon. M
administratlve_department.
discuss the main Demand.

ember wants to raise, the departme
So the Cut Motion 1s ou

o

*Specch not cor rected.

tMotion : -~
Babu RABINDRA N_ATH ADITYA to move: — %
That the rotal provision of Rs.28,066 under Supplemeantary Demand No.3, Major head: =50, Cvs
Works, at page 2 of ;hc list of Supplcmcntary Demands for Grants for 1914-45, be reduced by Rg l:)v“
i.e., the arn_ountdqf B :S.th;_‘c Supplementary Demand of Rs.28,006 do stand reduced by Rs. 100, S0,
I'o raise a discussion for construction of barracks for accommodation of ill-paid Gove

Shillon n si ’ rr
servants of Shillong a d extension of the hostel accomimodation for Assembly Members) . unent

Babu Rabindra Natl

<« Civil Works 7 which is only an cuting .
nt of “Civil Works™” is not tl
t of order. The hon. Member In-:;

i
]

—p
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: Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: My submission to the House is that these
ill-paid Government servants and the Members of the House now lodged in the Assem-
bly hostel are not better than the convicts.  When the Hon’ble Minister has been kind
enough to make provision for the convicts, he should also try for the accommodation of
these ill-paid clerks who are drawing a pay ol Rs.60 to Rs.70 a month and who have no
house in Shillong. They are to pav the hotel charges at the rate of Rs.3-8-0 per day.

7 '_l'lu- Hon'ble the SPEAKER @ What is the use of discussing this ?  Such discus-
sion 1s quite irrelevant under this Demand.

) .B;tl)ll RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : 1 am just making a request to the Hon’ble
Minister so that some funds may be made available for the purpose. The Hon’ble
Minister himself knows how congested is the Members' hostel. He should therzfore have
a project for enlarging the accommodation of these Members.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Mr, Speaker, Sir, I hope. I shall be
relevant on the subject.  The Hon'ble Minister is a man of Dibrugarh and has the
direct knowledge ol the place where he intends to build the jail. From my
experience as a lawyer in the locality, 1 can say that the location of a jail at
Margherita without vroviding a  Court with a  Magistrate with full powers, will
cause inconvenicnce to  the nndertrials. The Hon’ble Minister knows that it is
about 60 miles away {rom Dibrugarh. Supposing a man is arrested by the police
on a certain day and he will have to be kept in the lock-up for that day. Under
the present 11';1l;s])()1‘l difficultics it wili take three days for him to be taken to
Dibrugarh in order to get an order of remand and also to allow him to engage
a pleader and to arrange for his release on bail. X

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Again the hon. Member is
Jail Deparunent.

: Srijut LAKSHESVAR BORC YOAH :
will be felt by the inmates ol the jail for its I¢
Therefore, Sir, I don’t think we should
providing for a Co irt with a Magistrate.

to oppose the Motion. . @ T S1
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Sir, as yaqu

rightly suggested I am only exccuting the order given by the respective administra-
tive dcpart‘nmnt I am sure the suggestion which has been given by the hon.
Member will be caretully considered by the l._{]()wl)_lc h'lllllsl:er—.m-(:hargc. So far as
this Motion is concerned, I think the House will agree 1o accept it.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : The ([L_l('siiun 15 ¢ : :
“That an additional sum of Rs. 28,000 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to

defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment during the year

ending the 31st March 1945, for the administration of the head 50.-—Civil Works’.”
I'he question was adopted. 941 (as amended by Assam Legislative

The Assam Revenue Tribunal, Bill, 1 1
Counci

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SA,YIDER-,R{\HMAN':- ) beg}, bj{’ i
move that the amend ments made by the Assam eg}alat:vc Council on the ssam
Revenue Tribunal Bill, 1941, be taken 1nto Conil_dgat“?“l' : s
Hon. Members have already been supplied, with ‘a copy of the Bill thas
was passed by the Assam Legislative Council. They will find ~that the Legislative
Council uﬁez careful consideration made four amendments to the Bill that was
;assccl by this House. One of the amfndl?l'ltlanfs was that the qualification
3 . = : rided in the bBill that was passed by this Ho
a non-official member was not provided 1 as p y this use,
of icial member was 1 ht that it would be advisable to provide that

The Members of the Council thou 5 o e
in the Bill jesclf. For the quaziﬁcftion_ of 2 -oflicial menber, they have laid
down that a member shall be a non-oflicia f‘\\‘-m' lmS been for not less than 10 years a
leader, advocate, or barrister, or who ]1as'd(‘n at least ten years held a Judicial office in
pritish India not inferior to that of a ;;lef)l inate .Jlldge..
As the Revenue Tribunal is conside! ed 19 b.c - ngh‘GOUI‘t in revenue matters
1 think, the qualifications which they have laid down for a non-official member

also’ speaking of the

But, Sir, all the same the inconvenience
yeation at Margherita without a Court.
establish a jail at Margherita without
If that is not done, I shall be compelled
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of the proposed Revenue Tribunal are quite in ordes In the original Bill we did
not provide for these qualifications, Jut there is no harm  in laying down  ‘the
qualifications in the Act itsclf.  So, from the poin ciew  of this Government
there is no harm in allowing this amendiment to be embodied in the Act itsell.

The second amendment that they have made is of a verbal nature. In Ciause 5,

. ¥ - [ > a5 . . = > P
Sub-Clause (3)(c; they have added a new Clause wherein they |.1n\'ulc-(l for the age-
evenue ‘Iribunal. Now, as regards this age also,

Ol

limit of the s.embers of the

we thought at the first sight to prescribe  this Ly rule-, but the Council thought

that this Clause should be einbodied in the Act itsell.  As  regards age-limit, of
220)—-to the

of India Act,- Secuon (27
he 60 years. So, 1 think
Bill itself.

age-limit for the time

course, it is already there in the Government
effect that the age-limit of a High Court Judge
no harm has been done by introducing this amendment in the

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDH! RY : Is this 60 years
of appointment or retirement ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAIHMAN: To the time
of retirement The Clause is  .ite clear. [t runs as lollows:

“No person shall be appointed or retained in the  post of  President or non-
official Member after he has attained the age of sixty years.”

A similar Clause is also there in the Government ol India Act itsell as regavds
High Court Judges, and, as I have said before that this is 1egarded to be
a High Court in revenuc matters, [ think it is in the fitness of - things that the age
of the Members of the Revenue Tribunal should be on a similar basis.

Now, as regards the third amendment, it is of a verbal  nature, ]"""”_15\‘. only a
word ‘revision’ was eropped in the Bill that was passed by this House. They have
introduced the word ‘revision’ now. .

As regards the fourth amendment, they have introduced another item i the
schedule itself. They arc:

1. Application under Section 83(2)

2. Application under Section 102 ; s IR
of the Assam (Temporarily-Settled Districts) Tenancy Act, 1935 (LT ol 1935). s

The adaptation order to Governmeiit of India Act replaced the word  “Pro-
vincial Government’ for ‘T.ocal Government’ and the Government was all ;1!01;3_{ ‘,‘”d.”
the impression that the revision of appeals could be heard by l_l'“_ Provincial
Government. But in 1943 after this Bill was introduced and considered g e
Legislature, the Member of the Revenue Tribunal held lel. as the MEALICCS | CORE
under the definition of revenue  cases, the Provincial Government is (_11‘.—(:511:(1 of its

ower to hear those appeals of revision and the authority to hear than s vested
in the Revenue Tribunal.  There was no time to introduce this 'l.C:“ [ lh.c Schedule
itself but this was pressed by the Mover in the Assam Legislative Council and

although the Government was of the opinion that this _Co“ld be do'}c later by
notificatio ouncil insisted that this should be incorporated

n under Clause (5)(1), the C barm 16 allew
“in the Schedule and accordingly it was done. [ do not sce any .apn. ”{1. N (lj‘)Wlng
this item to be retained in the Schedule, because il alter ‘[-‘.‘P"i‘“”fl?‘.ln 1’51 0‘:‘1“_ that
this matter should be taken away from the jurisdiction  © I't- o il.mgd-h, clull('n t‘he
Government later on by notification may cancel this item lrom (tlic SChECUC. Sg
these are the amen

should

Tribunal

: ol o ; !
dments that have been made by the Council in the acceptanee

of which I do not sec any harm. 5 o . = T
/i rds. I beg, Sir, to commend thesc amendments to the acceptan.
With these words, g, > e

of the House.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Motion moved : o . . p
«That the amendments made by the Assam LFglslj,‘“V“ ‘ouncil on the Assyy,
Revenue Tribunal Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. y
Maulavi Abdul BART CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, Iwant 10 Sy a fey,
words on the amendments that have been proposcd by the hon. Members of the Uppcr
House on the Assam Revenue Tribunal Bill, 1941. .
I find, Sir, that the amendmen's that have been proposcd by them have 1n some
cases improved the Bill ang iy one case it is of a verbal nature. Therelore, I think that

ot n—
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the hon. Members of this House should not hesitate to accept all these mnvud‘!m'.nl's.
I‘. we ([l.l 1ot .\(“'('“I any onc ()"[h('_\;(‘ ;[“](‘n(_hn(‘[](ﬁ lh(‘ I'K‘S't][ \\'ill l)(_'. lhﬂt thl‘ Bl“ \VI]I
again be referved to the Upper House and this will mean delay. As the present
amendments do not change the spirit of the Bill 1 think all these amendments ought
to be accepted by this House, : .

As reeards the amendment to Clause 3(3)(¢), I want to refer to a special aspect ‘?i the
mattel In prescribing the age-limit they have stated “*No person shall be appointed
or retained in the post of President or non-official Member alter he has ;‘lttame‘d th(i‘agc
of sixty years .»  To my- mind it appears that it ought to have been like this: No
person shall be retained in the post of the President or non-official Member alter he
has attained the age of sixty yvears.”  Perhaps that would have made the t‘]ung very
clear, but still, as the Hon’ble Minister has pointed out, the word ‘appointed’ makes no
difference.

As regards the addition to the list of
pertaining to the Assam (Temporarily-settle
has been added. That also relers to revenue
things this should also go 1o the Revenue ‘Tribunal.
Motion moved by the Hon'ble Minister.

T'he Hon’ble the SPEAKER @ Does the
further ? e :

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR R ,\1_{;\[}\;\‘77; N?l Sir. S i
'l‘ht' Hon’ble the Sl’l“,.‘\ KER : Then I am PuLtiu"?" lllt.f qu(-\s‘t::)n._. J.ht? qlltfstlon 1S
¢ 'L hat the amendments made by the Assam Legislative Council on the Assam

. ‘. =% b 7 ’,
Revenue Tribunal Billy 1941, be taken into consideratton.

Schedule, I find that a particular Section
d Districts) Tenancy Act, 1935 (III of 1935)
matters. So 1 think in the fitness of
With these words, I support the

Hon'ble Minister want to say anything

T'he question was adopted. S
‘I'he ll'l(m’l)h- the h'l’l’,.-l\l'\'l']l{ - Turther amendments to these amendments shall
have to be tabled belore 3 p. M. on the 20th. ! Spiri ;
3 < A S % e / - Spirit and Lubricant
Then comes the consideration of the Assam Sales of Motor Sf ubricants

Taxation (Amendment) Bill; 1944, clause by clause.
There are no amendments. " .
The Assam Sales of Motor Spirit and Lubricants ‘laxation (Amendment)
Biil, 1944. . % ;
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I beg to move that the

Assam Sales of Motor Spirit and Lubricants Taxation (Amendmcnt) Bull, 1944, be passed.

e . S ~ L : d:
I'he Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Motion movec . e :
“That the Assam Sales of Motor Spirit and Lubricants Taxation (Amendment) Bill,

1944, be passed.” . . _ ] :
1\41;: lA WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, ST, 1 have only OIIthS)IItl;l]\I ;I;OItm to ask for

g = = PHCEW N a X motor spirj

information from the Hon’ble Finance Minister. 1 lllsjligsocg?tscdralted, cover t}Sllfélg; e

lubricants imported into the Province does not, as at -]s e and Attt e IPO‘; t

and consumption of the very large quantities of mm?qtpthe motor spirit produg lt,l s

by Forces of the United Nations. Itis quite true l'tih v hut S9EF mamoh tl:e in

the Province and consumed by the Army ]JE?:I:S tili)esc:-lc’)t cadh thit v Asarger
volume of motor spirit imported direct by the -’\lm}Y ot nstalment of wWhak you
will remember, Sir. the tax on motor spirit forn.i‘S the ondd hiope theteloie i ve all
hope will be a very large capital sum for reconst.r UC;;ZMC saies i o Gl the at t.he

IHon’ble Finance Minister is going to cnileavml! to motor

SPIrits ¢ 1 : ed by the Army. .

spirits and lubricants consum y HAUDHURI :  Sir, T bl‘ought e

: . I C
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN S ) .
Bill in :in'clcflio) ;void any loss of revenue and 1 am certainly obliged to Mr, Whitta-

‘hich our revenu i :
ker for pointing out another loophole thl‘OutI%ht Eal::%le dote in th?s ¥ .‘15 ]f.iakmg. I
shall certainly look into the matter and sc¢e Wiat & espect.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
““That the Assam Sales ol Motor
Bill, 1944, be passed.” :
The question was adopted.

The question 1s: '
iri Lubricants Taxati
Qpirit and I ubric axation (Amendmcnt)

e ——————— e
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The Assam Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Bill, 1944,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 beg,  Sir,
to introduce the Assam Legislative Chambe:s (Members' Emoluments: Biil, 1944 and
to move that the Bill be taken into consideration.

The Bill is very short and I have endeavoured in the  Statement of  Objects and
lea.‘i()llb' to show the !;l‘tfffhsj(}' for the I;rt:’;ux‘rrl 1icreasc, I jui;!hl add Hlll)‘ one lilllc
thing, that is, at przsent the Government of Assam, in order to help the Government
servants in the shape ol war bonus 7. e. by the percentage increase ol salary,  dearness
allowance, rice concesssion and free ration, are spending about Rs. 73 laes. Therefore
this Government thought that it is high time that some increase 1o the emoluments of
the Members of the Legislature is over-due. | hope this little eflort on the part of
Govern ment will meet with the approval of the House. _

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER @ Before placing the Motion  before  the  House 1
would like to read a messaze from His Excellency the Gavernor under Section 82(3) of
the Government of India Act.

““Under the provisions of Section 82(3) of the Government ol India  Act, l‘):i-'-_),
I, Andrew Gourlay Clow, recommend to the Asiam Legislative  Assembly  the consi-

deration ol the Assam Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Bill, 19447
Motion moved :

«That the Assam Legislative Chambers ( Members' Emoluments)  Bill, 1944, be

taken into consideration. . |
Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, | risc to oppose  this .‘\1011011.
The attitude of the Congress Party in this matter has been very clear. I'he Congress
Parliamentary Party has decided that the emoluments ol the .\II'I.H]N'I'.‘; ol
ature should not exceed Rs 75 a month. This was, in  view ol the fact  that the
Viembers are not wholetime public servants they are r.ml)' [J:il'l—l:llllt‘? ,workcrs—.
levoting themselves exclusively o legislative work only during the .alghm]m.ls .llll(.l 't\ilhfl;
vise attending to this work as occasions demand.  As :l.l'l_.l‘l.()sl all ol t ILIlll ‘1.1\'(41 i_,:)d
heir own private business or calling, the amount of Rs. 756 a mm_llh was (‘-U“?LI?I-L-(]
dequate. Now 100, Sir, if we had been wholetime workers, we m}gh[ h‘;w.c consic 'uc
he emolument of Rs. 100 inadequate for a .\/1(,‘!'('1!)(21' of L.h:-. Legislature 5 l)}xt ‘thg
take into consideration the fact that cach of us has his own means ol livelihoo
. from the salary drawn as a Member of the Legislature, we do not think we
' arFi rhitly demand any cnhancement of cur emolument—-not to speak of i 50 per cent.
Wi ‘i"nt In this connection I would like to  remind the House that it has not yet
g ible for us to give any increment of pay or allowance to @ 1(:1;1.&33 of" hard
‘ec?‘;go?{nd pobrly p:—LiJ public servants like the lower Primary School Teachers.,
. ‘go (Sir our Party on principle oppose the Bill. B ) -
'Nf[aul’ana ABDUL HAMID KHAN : =i cr&iaces 4= sgljﬂy _ff‘f’f
ose Fface® | AT 4% creq 3% 7ack FT g e TFS <F1iI°F <:<FT _ﬂa\-ﬂ
fzrd AtBreio | AARIT Aferg g aF ?;tm E o e e i E?-T‘T CI4TT :TT “'TC\';TE?T
Jf-,‘:{rgftﬂ s 7T Ffare za | efziE zay Halting Allowgncg qCICG 1R
| 41 FATe 9% AT IfF AT F{AI Atfgat | wle =T Azl < Aided ’-?jjﬁfﬁ
@m— st caltet “AtEce AfMETE | 4T T ATHAT piFl fvt® ’iﬁﬁwc@ﬂ?ﬂﬁf agatcq
o= ) G - ~ 2 g B o s | S
ifraa AEAET FoAa fewwer 1wl cif4ar AT Za A Largc\w_ L mjr%l- ;@l%;‘t \il;t?ft;:
S Al AEA ZICAA | A TCepd FiTE AT UCATT TiHIZAS (.FJM?{« ;;‘ il ol
(g B | AP FeAA et (S sfm @@ zg Mz 1 AEEl AT A% 4 bg:m blyts
T fefaiy zgm wifmtieats o4a gafatadrs =i« fegifoa r.n. Gf.elf(trf“sr =)
2w WA, (Siwes qmwm wiaw, (dewa A sie, A e cafew

the Legis-

tz5iaith : ; il , A
=pfea AT =fa7 s @4lta wbm or A7 fags wfacs fF A2, ©F faretea @=a
(o waata 9 AENES | w@ify atn wfy AoerE a9 @eT dfw oppose FfA0a7 |

iR ATSICFAZT T TF Ay (T gwlAfs wrAw cpr A TN AT AT e
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dhttea Gatatar stea #T FW Biew 59 1 At@ TorlEeE  qfefaia—asy 52
QAT BIEAl #fare Wi AT | @ I FEEET (AT A I T ST AT T
opposc =faatigatn 4% afam 1 wtam  wamglacds  Afefafy z2a vty dedqtacces
Bfea zZm =ifs % | wify Gl 17 4reIF GEE 92 [T I oppose  FFCAT 9k
Tl =q7 avilne 9% R 978 28 of9id (621 FfaraT

Mr. E. H. S. LEWIS: Mnr. Sneaker, Sir, in r'sing to speak on this Pill T must
confess that 1 have found it very difficult to marshal my arguments but there is no
doubt, 1 think. that the intention behind this Bill deserves support.  The cost of living
has risen, and there is the other aspect that perhaps even the nrigm;ll ﬁ‘gure fixed as
the salaryv of the Members of this House is  not enough. But, Sir, | think we must
object to the wav in which the Bill has been pr(‘srnt(‘d. I- would ask the House to
take its mind back to the Budeet Session of 1943. On the 25th March that year a
private member’s Resolution was put forward suggesting  an increase in_ the halting
allowance from Rs. 5 to Rs. 7-8-0. Both I and my hon. Friend Mr. Nirendra Nath
Deb, who opposed that Resolution, were unable to get from the Mover or any other
Member who supported it in the Jobby satisfactory reasons. 'But when Government
produced their Bill a few days later the Hon’ble Premier explained, and to quote from
sovernment has been convinced that the hon. members ol this House
ought for the purposes of travelling and halting allowances to bq considered as first’
class officers of the first grade. 'There was an anomaly lgt:forc that, a member was
treated as first class officer of first grade for the purpose of travelling allowance and a
first class oflicer of the fourth grh(lc for halting allowance. I'hat anomaly we have

sought to remove by the Bill™,

(1]

(*

his specch, *“the (

Now, Sir, we are here as public servants | the tax-payers pa}- 4L szﬁane& It is
therefore pertinent to sce what has been done f-()l"(_\th(:l‘ publu: serx,ants: For the scale
of Rs. 60 to Rs. 100, i.e, the scale in which we fall, the deal'nef's,al.];)“anc? sanctioned
in the notification of the 17th July this year was 20 per cent. {mrnt 10se h\-mg_ in the
Khasi and Jaintia Hills and 15 per cent. for the rest of Asseia, thi Clplt??-em-&u’ Sir,
suggests an increase of 50 per cent. And we find 1n looking t‘O 11§ no ”(r:atlﬂn of the

: ho have been awarded a 35¢

17th July that the only group of Government servants w S i o el
per -cent. dearness allowance are those drawing pays of Ks. I or below,

It thercfore appears, Sir, that another anomaly has been mt:oduc?d_ n that while we
purposes of travelling and haltin

arc considered first class officers of the first grade for 7
allowances, we are classed with the most menial of Government s€rvants for the
purpose of dearness allowance. 2 il Bkt orade ]

On the other hand, Sir, lirst class Government Oﬂ}ccrsl-oti \Elltflz;?ilgéaoet 13\,(? benn
granted a 10 per cent. dearness allowance by “f)‘“ﬁc.a“ml_(d.;’rv LR of oner g,
Confusion is worse confounded by a later notghcatlou——c1 L hean et dm__OF 13th
November 1944 which savs ‘‘the Government of Assam' hz(““c' CCmcll)lt Lsee v o Ancton
an extra dearness allowance of Rs. 5 per menscim to a'l Govern I'Vants in the

: ; : - th”.
Province drawing pay not exceeding Rs.250 per montn TN
There is ;uu%tl}ljm" point. The first notification PUb]'Sth a sliding scale, and there

: . - " dearness allowance. Thig ]
s ) - - a sliding scale of 2 ater
are good reasons [or and against ding are also good reasons for and againg; g

notification introduces a flat rate, and there o e disulin ns|
flat rate. But I find it very difficult to understand the reasons ying both a Shdmg
scale and a flat rate applying to the same pcopl‘f: orit DIl 46%., Bt  secke _
Then, Sir, there is one more aspcci of the p1 E;"t oF tlliS’ nature to bz masd ilt

. : Taed ir like a paym ; : s e r i
retrospective eflect.  We, Sir, do not a pay Ioh the notification is magde thtro-b
. in

. 3 3 i w
ective other than fo the first of the moiith in . A .
pect h his is necessary owing to this House being upalle

any case even il it is contended that this 151 5 T Je :
to bring such a Bill carlier, there is no justification for taking IL,.ba‘Ck further  than the
he notification of the 17th July applied. Tam

Ist of July which was the date to which t :
.I ¥ back and forth on various aspects, but Summarisinq it,

afraid, Sir, 1 have wandered . 1 : :
we do not consider we have any right in this House to vote ourselves better terms of
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dearness allowance than the exchequer is able to afford for other Government servants
on the same scale as ourselves.

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, inrising to
oppose this Bill I do not want the hon. Members to understand me to under-value
them in any sense. Sir, this practice of fixing salaries for the Members of the Legmsla-
ture has been introduced into the Indian provincial Legislatures after 1937 when the
1935 Act came into operation, and this has been  done to  bring these
Legislatures in line with the rest of the Legislatures of the world.

If we look to the condition that is prevailing in the Mother ol Parliaments, we find
that Members of that Parliament arc now drawing a salary of *600 4 year and that
that has been fixed for them in 1937. Previous to it they were ol course drawing at the
rate of £400 a year, and that they were drawing since 191 I. Sir, coming to the United
States of America we find that the salary of Members of the Congress s much more
than that fixed in the Mother of Parliaments ; there, the salary of a Member of the
Congress is more than what we have been affording to the Hon'ble Ministers here. Sir,
I do not want to make out here that our hon. Members are not worth the amount
that has bren proposed. Certainly the professional loss and the business loss that an
hon Member has to incur in carrying out the duues imposcd upon him for being a
Member of this Legislature, are quitc known to the hon Members. I know ol some
hon. Members of this House whose one day’s professional income would be much more
than the amount propos:d as salary for a month. T nced not, ol course, go into the ques-
tion of hon. Members who are engaged in business and in this war IJ!.)UII'l they are cer-
tainlv earning much more than those engaged in prolessions. But it is not on this
account that I am opposing this Bill. I have to opposc this Bill from another point
of view. This proposal of increasing the salary of the hon. .\Ic-m‘lnfr:s' ol 1}!11?1 [_Im.“fc l\\:':ls
privately canvassed among the Members during the last .\-’I;u-c‘:h H'(M:-m:l-n-n-l'(l)lr“: \\:-‘ ]l"ull
an Opporlunity n!_antunp.mmg _th:- present Bill, and in the l.llfi-l‘l.;l “f['r:r_"r' o - ()\(\I;n\ (:‘(l-l‘(
an OPPortunity of sounding opinion among our constituents. D0 far as my ons-

ey il s gl A ‘e mroaosal of enhanced salary
tituents are concerned, certainly their one reaction to t]ns_Pll opo |‘_ > abat 1 feel @ Lry
f hon Members i cw of things, Sir, that eecl com-
s} n. vie .

3l

-« one of disfavour. Itisin that vi
pelled to oppos¢ this Bill. -
i hese 1€ ‘ds fore, I heg to oppose this

Nith these few words, therefore, 1 be; opj ; | o

}VI BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, I also rise to oppose this Motion.

Sir, rel : ol ade by Hon’ble Prime  Minister that this principle has

Sir, relerence has been made by m’h rime B qohtly ated

A eé‘ofmisvd in some cases of public service. Sir, it has heen tig 1t '\g'pm;”u Dt
i Fri:’*nd’ Mr. Lewis the percentage of increment in their cases. olf, those who
by mbi le timje servants of (Government arc not getting sullicient l.ncrlt,mcn]l t{) main-
arc thir families. Whereas we, who spend only six to seven wt:(:kf.s~ ILIOI e ‘w 10 t(_ ‘nglr
tam]t ework of this Legislature, arc going to get an m_crcment of I-;'“p?; cent.  Sir,
1;02 t leot know whether there is any relation of this Bill with the next Bi 1at is coming

on

L : 5 A warie SGSERE
I mean, the Ministers’ Salary Bill. Sir, il the erT{(..I sﬂl tion
nt to the Government iervants, I wou have

before the House— e .

-« heen shown by this {FOVCITIIIE ' : ; lave
g SO = e this Bill. But, Sir, when everything d(-,pc.nds on the Ms,mbms of
= Members ol this House or ol the other

hesitated to opp

this Legislature
tTouse or of Governmens,
1 do not protest on princip
wants to give retrospective €
we came here to do some 200
+hat up till now we have been
i’rovince ? Have we been able to do any g
tuents say> what the public at large and the world
salary nereased and without doing anything tang
miseries of our constituents ? - |
2 . . . . . . -

Sir, the Hon’ble Ministers are also coming with a Bill for increasing their salary,

In their cast of course, I shall say whether there is any iustification or not and how
for it 35 justified when the occasion arises ; but, Sir, I would request the Hon’ble Prime

1e salary ol the hon. ¢ or :

o ?151; ts,lcrvantsyarc concerned, 1 think, I shall be fzugl.n‘lg 1?'m)£3‘clliu§” i
Je at the consideration stage of this Bill. B 1ll2 this Di also
ffect. On principle no one should support 1]115‘medsv~llrc. Sir,
d to our constituents. Gan any hon. Member say honestly
able to 1emove any difficulty of the P_GOPIC of th{s
ood to the people ? What will our constj
will say, if we go away w.uh our
ible to remove the difficulties and
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_\fjf:l'fll);'rs”‘"\“i"‘ ]:’.ft"s:]l_n'rl 1Iu passing ol this Bill, which seems like a bait to the hon.
”U”,hlc _\Iil‘li\-tl_],.‘. \l.l ]l ‘_,il f n[!)[.l:)l lFll]lll(‘S.()f (IIIS(‘IISSltlg EII'C Bill, C]ausc. by clause{ if the
o .l ”:“.““:(A:I( (‘ ..l‘-l flh‘v\.[.rlgu, So \\'llh.()uL. taking much time _of this hon.
the ['ion'?)l(- ~ iI[r”“ \.l' hi ‘1‘11‘..1:‘111( and opposc lhls.Bl“,. and; ;’n the same time, request
o linds of hls '”m'u-lllll”l to procced with this Bill.  When the people require
e ox g it would not be fair on our part to increase our salary before
[ \J\“'“ the lot and mceting the demands of the people.
the I]‘UI"‘I“”\;‘I‘(;'I -']\ I‘;'l'n‘l'Rl _R.-\l IMAN :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is a measure which touches
Mt 111‘1] s of this House. In a sense it is a pc:‘soim! matter to the hon.
i rn. Initiative has been taken in this House by Government. There has
fied. vyich [‘]H-. l"n.lvl.lh:-‘ Government Party.  Some ol_ .t!n: hon. Members are not satis-
thE priee ie ]Hf.sl.n{ amount of salary they ave recetving. As a result ol that, when
thag s ;' .(--{Iil'. up before the l‘.u'(}: meeting, by a majority of opinion 1t was decided
some such Bill be presented before the House. -
hon‘-'5\1;‘;1:;!]1)1:‘11‘1.:'\-'(-1."1111);11}' be t'hv personal opinion regarding the inc::uascGo[' sa‘lary of thé‘
while there i‘;h',l :1('1'(:‘i(:‘\"u:1 “) s IL‘“}[}. )\,\.thhI ,IS 1110“’1;?1111]1131.01tlilllcf:,;cnt(?:l’el'lnn!gel:ia?ﬂ”
should e vlace A aFIL) decision of the Party that the bBill be prese g it
uld be placed before the House, we have no personal opinion to give.

T Adjourninent
I'he Assemnbly was then adjourned for Lunch till 2 p.m.
After Lunch 1 ]
lling the House that this

Bill \-"\llé‘lill].h'i AI_H.)EER RAHMAN: Mr. S])(.‘.ilk(‘l', Sil‘,_l was te ing
11u-11c\I"1ltli(;»1111]:1(: ?I”l“h‘“"v was Bras plesteg i n}trqduch‘ ]S Ull)l Itlltfr;}::tl to both Govern
ment Paoty '1-:“\:-’(-]l,}'lj(i\hr:-l‘;l l;c_‘)n. .\{cmlnﬁn..\ of this H_Oflf"“ (‘~Ol ! gtil! Lot
P - : Independent Group. | have heard up those
1on. Members who are not in favour of increasing the salary of the l\-Ieml_)ers. Per-
Sonally speaking, there are many Members on this side of the House belonging to the
Overnment Party who are also not in favour of any such increment of the salary. But,
as I have told. while there has been a decision by the majority of the Party that there
should be a Bill for enhancement of the salary of the Members, I for myself cannot
80 leyond the discipline of the Party a!thmts);h my pcrsonal view is not 1n favour of
any such increment.  Now it is of course very lamentable that one of our Members
of this side who i- holding a very high position as the President of the A3sa‘m Muslin
League, is very much opposed to this Bill. I am sorry, that he has gone a bit away by

breaking the cdiscipline aof the Party as so long he remains in the Party he cannot do
2 being such a responsible man

0. My idea is that he ought not to have gone so lar, %
in the Party. Any way, as has been remarked by Mr. Mookerjec, 1 also want to sug-
gest (o the Honwble Minister in charee of the Bill that, while some hon.‘Membcrs of
the House arc not in favour of the increase of ‘the salary of the M(i;.l']l}l)el'si L do’ not
find the reason why there should be such a hurry in introducing this hl 4 E he ta_kes
a stand on the recommendation of the Members who Squ‘tt‘?dB.ﬁlc representation
then of course there is a justification to come forward with thl.s_ X 'b
Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Mr. Speaker, Siry 1 0% 10 support
the Members’ Salary Amendment Bill as has been brought _.Oll;w;l 10}6 EQ\’ernan:nF_
he reason why a Member cannot manage his maimenancq“'ﬁ ss.duriup t]h T
k_nr)wn to all. The salary of Rs.100 per month which was fixe l]“fltin : Sg | € normal
time hefore the war. Now, since the war began, the price of aliAERAUC a8 fogiL

. ; : : T what 1t v 2
stuffs and other materials have risen considerably hizhet _than it lwas bef_ore._q
I do not like to go 1nto the details, ag

some 5 to 10 times more than the usual price. : -
this 1s known to all the hon. Members. : We find, Sir, in thif 2atbn?{rn?3al time the daily
faltoo ordinary labourers also demand for their wages from Rs.> ngd ' day, which
comes to Rs.60 or Rs.75 per mo:th.  Also the mechanics, mustries, carpenters, etc.,,
can earn from Rs.3 to Rs.5 daily or even more, and this comes to Rs.100 per month
or more. During this war time it is good that they get more pay, and we should not

ivelihood. Sir, the Governments

grudge this, otherwise they cannot manage their l_ . .
of the Punjab and Bengal arc also raising the salaries of their Members. So, Sir,

1gth ol the recom-
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I hope every hon. Member will lend his support in: passing this Bill.  With these few
words I resume my seat.
Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this Bill has been bhrought
before this House by the Hon’ble ' remier in consultation with His Excellency and
after due consideration of all the circumstances and experience in this war crisis. “There
is no doubt, Sir, that we are all in financial difficulties. Besides this, in my opinion,
since the Government have brought this Bill before this House and as we are staunch
supporters of Government, we should lend our support to this Bil' and we should make
our best attempts to see that this Bill is passed and I hope that the leader of the
European Group, Mr, Whittaker and his Party will also support this Bill and
see that thc Bl“ 18 pas.-;cd. If this 3111 1s thrown out there Ini_[:fl[ he a ('|'isis_ One
hon. Member, Srijut Surendranath Buragohain, was opposing this Bill for the sake
of his personal interest, that is, because of the fear of his constituency  lest he  might
not be returned in the next election. The reason for his opposing this bill is not at all
reasonable. Sir, I support that this Bill should be passed.

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, whether the hon. Members should
have salary or not or they should be given Rs. 75 or more, consideration of that stage
is passed. We find now that as Members we are enjoying  this salary for the last 7
years. If arguments are wanted to prove whether Members should have salary, such
arguments there are plenty. I shail mention just a few. Not roing cven as far as the
Mother of Parliaments or United States of America. as me of my hon. I'riends has
gone, even in our own Provinces in India, if we look carefully we find that being Mem-
bers of the I.egislature they accept salary. . ) ;

Another argument is that certain Members at first opposed the passing of the Bill
and I do not know that those hon. Members who formerly opposed the grant ol salary
to the Members, are not enjoying this salary. There is provision 1n the Government
of India Act itself for the possibilities of having a salary for Members. When it 1s so,
there is greater force in the argument. All the Members of this A_s-sumbly are not ol
the same status and position financially—their capacity of earning varies. There are

Members who do not want moncy or salary. It is true there are Members who do not
want money. There are Members who are busy with their own occupation which they
e Members here who on account of

can pursue without any interference. But there ar \ AR
being Members had to give up their jobs. In my personal case I can say ‘t‘lm(t had. {0
give up my job on coming to the Assembly. We Ilav_c to consider the ‘(.lht..:s' (3 qmsc‘ who
are actually hit and not the Members who have business or become contractors, ot W‘!IO
are rich. We should not think about them. Sir, we arc in the midst of an unpre-
cedented situation, acute dearth of food and abnormal rise of prices. My hon. Friend,
Mr. Lewis, has compared the Members with Government scrvz'u;ls. , FhI(\:/I status
and position of Government servants can never be .Cm.np:n:cd ‘-Mtll U(f, embers
of the Assembly. Government servants are whole-time servants -)u'll‘l“\(’ are n?l_
They have normal periodic increment for lhe:msclve:;, but we have no‘t'. 11().y are pro-
vided with Provident Fund, but we are not. They arc assured of pension, but we are

. . i > -
not. During war time their salaries have been increased while our’s arc nolt so far,
They have had frec ration or rice at concession rates but Members do not have an
such privilege. When the section 93 was applied and the sittings of the Assembly

s ? Nothing of the kind happened to
::"1,1{:: %Sol‘:fg;r;gggt‘:?ri;g?spgggeg t g)n;hfiri{:c?gg gnow if the I%Iembcrs of the opposition
so desire as to break the administration and bring back anoéllcrfliglllcig‘?’?s tgfc(iics'téon
93 again what will happen to the Members ? So I would as ;r\ T onsider
all these facts when comparing the Members of the As_sembly with the ‘:ovc\z]mrnent
gservants. I would request the European Group to consider all thqse fa_cts and to see
their way not to stand in the way of passing this Bill. Therefore, Sir, with these fey,
words, 1 support the Government Bill.
* Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support this Bi]]
I would I'k%tobsay only two points in thc matter. Nobody in the Fouse will deny that
there ShOl‘l}Vh tehsallz:lry of the Members but the difference is with regard (o the
AMOTARLE- at should be the amount of salary of the Members ? Sir, we have accepted

e
Speech not corrected.
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per month for each Member iced Dy the Mimstry, for raising the ssabiyaia RS
¥ hfor each Member is, 1 consider, too low for the Members to pull on with

their duties and responsibilities.

Rs. :_)":}?[\:r_ BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Please come with an amendment for

*Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED :  Yes, Sir, T will do that. Another thing.
.+ Sir, Tam very verv sorry to hear from some hon. Members that we are not whole
time servants. I don’t think that we are doing justice to our constituencies if we think
that we are not whole time servants of the people. Do the Members deny that they
Agver attend meetings in their counstituencies to hear the grievances of the public ?
We do attend meetings to hear their orievances leaving outt,‘ other duties. So in this
respect I submit that we are whole time servants of the public. Therefore we should
be well paid from the public exchequer.

‘K}m“ Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI :  Mu. Speaker, Sir. party politics is
an English phrase. I do not know whether there is an equivalent for this phrase in
LLELY of the Indian languages. Party politics has also been provided in the very
Constitution under which we have been working. Therefore if some Members who do
not want the increase vote for the Bill and some others who want the increase vote
against the Bill it is party politics that is responsible.  Sir, there are however Mcmb.ers
W]"_) may be voting against th= Bill, but if ultimately the Bill is passed they will receive
their salary aHright.

n The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker,
Siry I never thought that this simple Bill will rouse so much criticism and contro-
versy. I was prepared for the opposition from my Friends opposite for they are bound
by their party discipline not to press for anything higher than Rs. 75 per month
which was laid down for normal and peace times by the Congress. I wonder, if’ the
great organisation of the Indian National Congress were functioning at the time, they
would not have thought it wise to revise the scale on account of the extremely high
cost of living. Any way, I respect their feeling, but at the same time I respect t!m“'
pockets as two hon. Members have already said whatever they may profess, I thml.{,
they will never say ‘‘No” when the pay sheet is placed before them for their

signature.
As regards the European Group, we know that they have always been opposed to
are very well looked

the principle of salary and for a very good reason, i.., they
after by their constituency, the Indian Tea Association. The position of Government,

as regards the present Bill is this that excluding the Members of these two GrouEs,
I was handed over, as mentioned by my hon. Friends Srijut Surendranath Buragohain
and Maulavi Abdur Rahman, with a petition signed not only by those Members who
git behind my Bench but also by some Members who adorn the Independent Bench to
the effect that the salary of the hon. Members of the Legislature should be increased.
I find as many as 37 signatures in that petition which unfortunately I have not got
pefore me now. There I find that the majority of opinions of the I\Iinistcri&}l‘ Parfy
as well as of the Independent Group are that on account of the very costly living 1in
these days of war, the hon. Members find it difficult to make both ends meet w_xth
their present salary and that it should be in_creased. .This session as I was drafting
the Bill according to that mandate, we received notice of a Motion standing in the
name of Mr, Binode Kumar J. Sarwan to the effect that the salary of the Members
should be fixed at Rs. 150 per month. The Government Bill was drafted on those
lines, because I thought that majority of the Members, barring those two Groups, are
in favour of this figure. I believe, Sir, that Mr. Sarwan did “not move his Motion
as he was entitled, because he found on the agenda that the Government Bill em-
bodies his recommendation. Although I have I?een requested from two opposite
quarters, namely Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee who is rolling in wealth and does not
mind this paltry increase of Rs. 50, and Maulavi Abdur Rahman, that I should not

I —
*Speech not corrected,
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Press for this Bill, I think it will he a breach of faith on my  part, after not allowing
fh(:-_u\-,-[o[i()“ of Mr. Sarwan to be moved, to  withdraw the  Bill ar this stage. Th("
position of che Ministry, thercfore, is that they want 1o fulfil the desire of
quite a considerable part of the House and that they will be guided by the majority
of votes *of hon. Members. I allow all Ministers individual liberty to vote  as
an ordinarv Member of the House on this Bill, '

. I am pained to see that an enlightened Member like My, Lewis imported many
irrelevant matters in the discussion of this question, that is, whether  the Members'
salary should be raised or not. I was prepared to ignore all the arguments and false
analogies, but the majority of my Cabinet decided  that | should reply to those
argurnents.

Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee and Mr. Lewis were  cmphasizing upon  one sentence
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons that whether Government by bringing in  this
Bill are only trying to do the hon. Members of the House what they have done in
these hard days for their own Government servants. It was never my intention to
compare with the Government scrvants, the hon. Members ol the "House who are
not Government servants in this matter at all. I nced hardly remind  the hon
Members of the House that no Government servant draws his salary by an Act of the
Legislature, whereas under the present Constitution, Scction 72 of the  Government  of
India Act providcs that salaries and allowances of hon. Members are to be determined
by Act of the Legislature. Therefore, there cannot  be any analogy of  Government
servants to hon. Members ol the House. My hon. Friends said that  we should  treat
hon. Members of the Housc on the same line as we  have weated  pucea
Government servants drawing a salary of I"{s. LOO per month ; i;l other words, there
is no justification in allowing 50 per cent. Increasc in the S-’l]ill"}' ol hon. Members when
we have not increased by 50 per cent the pay nl_ those (m\.u:rnmcut servants  who
draw a similar sum. Nothing can be more misleading than this.

The annual salary Bill of the Government of Ass_:un including lli.\'. Fxcelleney  the
Governor as well as the Ministers an‘gl Members ol the i,eg»slau_m- in !un'm;ll time
stood very nearly at Rs. 1] crores. Since the war and the very stringent time through
which- we are passing, Govcr"nmcnt.had to come to l:l.u: ;udl ol their different ;;'r.ulc-.sl of
officers in different ways. Iree ration has been pmwd_crl in the casc ol thosc, drawing
pay up to Rs.100 per month, if they prefer it, or the rice concession. A.l Lhc‘umc when
rice was selling at Rs 2_5 per maund, Government oﬂcrrcd the poorly paid Government
servants rice at a ratc of Rs. 12 or so per maund. Then, dearness a‘llrm'nm:n was
provided to meet hard cases. Lastly, in conformity with the decision ()f1 the Govern-
meat of India,—but the Assam Government moved carlier than the Govermment of
India-—war bonus in the shape of percentage increasc in the s‘:a];_u-y Ol. Govern-
ment servants has recently been provided. All these have cost Assam exchequer (g
the tune of 73 lakhs ol rupees. Let Mr. Lewis and those of his ways ol tlnnlf_mg_’; see fop
themselves whether the Salary Bill has not been mcreascc{ I)ly m’m(;, th:.m ..)()-pc‘l' cent,
Then, again, Sir, the same hon. Member may be tolc na.t a ~0V?imuil;)t servany
drawing Rs. 100 per month 1s cntxrlcq to the rol.[()“’l{]g C(‘)I}CLSSI()I‘IS-;,{‘H.;,.,” . per ceng
increase in his salary, i. e., a bonus ol Rs. 10 ; rice f,r)‘nlcc(s,‘smn‘ o1 xccf:( 1‘11;;)3; I{Akter
a careful scrutiny it has been found that free ration cost Government Rs. 5. 15

per head per month.

If we take the middle, 7. é., Rs. 14, it comes to a cash value of Rs. 24.  On the ¢

of this a dearness allowance of Rs. 5 has been recently given.  That is, in all a sum
Rs. 29 is being provided to a pucca Government servant, whi') _ has various othcl: priy
leges which the Members®of this House do not enjoy. 1y Friend Mr. Goldsmith has
enumerated some, so I do not want o repeat them, but I need only say that g,
Government servants are entitled to other kinds ol privileges, such as leave [y,
recoupment—privilege leave, casual leave and medical leave, all up to certain perjod
on full pay and sometimes on half pay. So, comparison of the lots ol Governmeny
servants with those of hon. Members of this House will be a [alse analogy.

OD

L ]
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¢ as i y Z as recently as
on the 1.°th November last wherein I find that the Punjab Assembly is also mov:i:(ov
in the same direction.  That is, they want to increase their monthly allowance fro?b
Rs. 200 to Rs. 300 that is a 50 per cent. increase. I have not seen their Bill, but th?
news shows that the Bill was gazetted to-day. Then, Sir, though 1 have not seen a Bil;
on the same matter of the Bengal Government, but I have correspondence in the Gov-
Crnment files wherein the Bengal Government wanted to know whether we are moving
In this matter saying that they Also intend to inerease the salaries of the hon. Members
ol their Legislature. ' &
Sir, another matter which has been opposed by two hon. Members
wct that is going to be given to this Bill. I find, Sir
ng which 1 have just now mentioned, that we are ,'0:_

Punjab Governmert also propose (o increase the
ith retrospective effect from April last.

y T'hen,
1S the proposed retrospective el
from the same newspaper cutd
alone in this respect, but that the
salaries of the Members of their Legislature w

Sir, in this matter also we will be guided by the verdict of the House. If the
House decide that the Members should not get any increase ol their salaries, or, in
other words, they do not want to exercise the right which has been given to them by
the Statute, 2iz., section 72 of the Act, I will only be too glad to drop the Bill. But
if the majority ol the hon. Members say that we should proceed with the Bill, we shall

be compelled to do so.
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER @ Order, avder. The question is:
«That the Assam Legislative  Ghambers (Mcmbe s’ Emoluments) Bill, 1944, be
taken into consideration.™ )
The Assembly Divided -
AveEs—37T
Maulavi Saiyid Sir 17. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam.

18. Khan  Sahib  Maulavi Dewap
Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury,

1. The Hon'ble
Muhammad Saadulla.

2. The Hon’ble *Mr. Naba Kumar
Dutta. - 19, Khan Sahib Maulavi Muhammagqg
3. The Hon’ble Maulavi Munawwar Amiruddin.
All. 20. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
4. The Hon’ble Srijut Hirendra Chan- 21. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed.
dra Chakravarty. 92." Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.
5. The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi 23. 1{[1;2]11. Bahadur Maulavi Keramag
1.

Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhuri.
94. Maulavi Muhammad Maqgbul Hys.

6. The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Nath
Saikia. sain Chaudhury.
7. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul Matin 25. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufizyr
Chaudhuri. . Rahman.
8. I'he Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mau~ 26. Maulavi Sheikh Osman Ali Sadagar
lavi Sayidur Rahman. . 27. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin. i
9. 'T'he Hon’ble Miss Mavis Dunn. 28. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
10, The Hon’ ble Srijut Rupnuth 29. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.
Brahma. , 30. Mr. Binode Kumar J. Sarwan.
11. Babu Balaram Sircar. ° 31. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri.
32. Rev. L. Gatphoh.

12. Babu Bipin Behari Das
13. Babu Kalachand Roy. : 33. Mr. C. Goldsmith.
14, Maulavi Abdul Aziz. .. 34. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.
5. Khonn Bahadur Hazi Abdul Majid 35. Srhut Khorsing Terang.
: 36. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari.

Chaudhury.
16. Maulavi Abdur Rahman. 37. Babu Sanat Kumar Ahir.
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I. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. 10. Srijut [.akshesvar Borooah,
2. Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi. ll': Babu Lalit Mohon Kar.
3. Babu Dakshina  Ranjan Gupta 12. Srijut \Mahi Chandra Bora,
Chaudhuri, 13. Srijut Paramananda Das,
4. Srijut Ghanashyam Das, 14, Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
5. Babu Harendra Narayan Chau- 15 Rai Sahib Doulat Chandra Gohain.
dhuri. : 16. Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua.
6. Srijut Jadav Prasad Chaliha. 17. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.
7. Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath. 18. Babu Shibendra Chandra Biswas.
8. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen, 19, Srijut Surendranath Buragohain.
9. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy. 20, Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan.

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Hon Members wishing to 't
Bill shall have to do so before 3 p.m., on the 20th November 194
time having regard to the fact that the Motion for consideration
This extension of time for tabling amendments will also apply to the
case the Motions to take them into consideration are carried.

able amendments to this

I have extended the
comes once day late.
other two Bills, in

The Assam Ministers’ (Salaries and Allowances) Bill, 1944
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 beg, Sir, to
1944, and to move that

introduce the Assarn Ministers’ (Salaries and Allowances) Bill,
the Bill be taken into consideration. ded | .
Hon. Members must have read that the Ministers’ salarics are provided by SR

51 of the Government of India Act, 1935, y
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE:  Mr, Speaker, Sir,

order. - ‘

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Let the Hon’ble Premier finish his speech.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD‘ULLA: Hon. 1_\/1_(:111391-5
are aware that the method of payment of salaries to the Ministers has been pr()w‘dc in
section 51 of the Government of India Act. This Ministry, whwh Cilfll(!‘ into existence
after the 3 Administration was withdrawn towards the end of August | )4‘-2,‘ had not
asked for any Act of the Legislature to fix their salaries. They were tf“:_' ;31'01:(‘: drauTng
their salaries under the old Act that was still in force. Now Gover r:lni)“Lm ?dlvc.‘ c(}_m_a lt(z
the conclusion that it is high time that this present House should fix a salary for the
Ministers as laid down by the Constitution Act.

It is regretted that an earlicr opportunity cou
Act for the present Ministry, but better lat;: thlan nevf(‘:ri iy
aken on this present occasion to increase the sa aries of the ! ! ‘
Ezl:cthat are gii\.)'en to them by a sum of Rs.500. It may be qucsiuoflccl w;iYJt:;ilﬁ§U;fdlli?
been fixed. But it will be seen, Sir, that th(f Assam M.lmstry 15 t :10_'“10 d[ thatyngw b
211 Ministrics that are now functioning in this sub-continent of India, _?n e tl(u:

every article have gone up very high, Government Lgoug l 2] x
ded in the Bill and the allowances arc meet and pl'OPIel 5 sl the t(zadwe t](1)
» Minister. According to the provisions of the section that . i11a‘1,;42qu§ut - thg
Ministry could claim salaries from the very day they took their oa ll oo Jroog v
Sratement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill I have n}adc it quite c.eaBr_“ . Ministr-
try do not intend to do so. If the House vote the salanes-m?d pass t‘hlsd 1 2 s CB_” e y
can give this assurance that they would not draw the salaries provxde in this Bill from
a date anterior to the 1st of April. ) . .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise on a point of
order. Sir, the section mentioned by the Hon’ble Prime Minister, viz., section 51 (3)

ides that t_he salaries of Minist s w Yoio1 Lagielatige )
?row S i by Ac e sters shall be such as the Provincial Legisia may
it érmine, and, until the Provincial Legislature so determine,

[ rise on a point of

1d not be taken to provide a Salary
An opportunity has been
inisters and the allowan-

the prices of
salaries provi
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shall be determined by the Governor. But there is a proviso which says “Provided
that the salary of a Minister shall not be varied during his term of office™. s
51.1‘,'0- two other occasions puints of order were raised at the time of considering
the Ministers’ Salaries Bill, but they were on different grounds. And, Sir, you Very
rightly gave yvour rulings on those two occasions, and so far as the point of order
that I have raised to-day you referred to that point as well. Sir, it runs like thus:
(I am reading the relevant portions only) : T said that that Bill, as was framed, was a
Bill to provide salaries for the Ministers for 21l time to come, and incidentally I also
gave a ruling, interpreting sub-section (3) of section 51, that its proviso allowed
that the Ministers’ salaries can be varied by a legislation, if the salaries were not fixed
during the tenure of office of the Ministry who seck to vary the salary P"OVIC,iCd by
the Act. I said also that, ita Mimstry brings forward a Ministers’ Salaries Bill and
if, after the Bill is passed into an Act, the Ministers accept the salaries provided by
that Act, then those salaries cannot be varied. 1 may read one portion of that

l"u]ing .

‘So, in that view 1 hold that the salary which this House will fix is a salary \:\rithout
any reference to the existing personnel of the Ministry. Of course the salaries are
belng fixed during the term of the present Ministry and so long they will be holding
office, these salaries cannot be varied’.”

Now, Sir, in the Bill you will find that no
when this Bill, if passed, will come into operation.
Section 5(1) of the Assam General Clauses Act, 1915, :
is not expressed to come into operation on a particular day, then it shall come 1nto
Operation, if it is an Act of the Legislature, on the day on which the assent thcr;to of
the Governor, the Governor-General or His Majesty, as the case may require, is

. Governor, on the day

first published in the Official Gazette, and if it is an Act of the \
on which it is first published as an Act in the Official Gazette, and in every such Act,

the date of such first publication shall be j rinted ecither above or below the tnle_ of the
Act, and shall form part of every such Act.” Then, Sir, it has also been stated in sub-

section (2). “Unless the contrary is expressed, an Act shall be construed as coming into
. 2 Y P 3 A 5 o
eding its commencement .

operation immediately on the expiration of the day prec J
. Now, Sir, this Bill wants to give retrospective effect, though it has been ’mcnnox}ed
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, and also expressed by.tl_u: Hon_ble Prime
Minister in his speech at the time of Moving the motion, that the Ministers will not take
the salary according to the 1ates mentioned in the Bill from a date anterior to the 1st
March 1944. It shows, Sir, that there is something wrong here, which I am going to
explain. The retrospective effect has been given only to give a bluff’ to this

said about the former Act, the

House; it is nothing but a dodge. Sir, nothing has been
life of which is being taken out by the present one. Only the carcass of that Act wil]

remain. This Bill is not called an Amendment Bill. The former Act remains, but

the life portion of that Act is going to be virtually repealed by this Bill.
t rate for more than two years,

Now, Sir, after accepting the salary at the presen '
far back as August, 1942; if their

I fail to understand, why Government is going as 3
intention is to draw the salary at this rate from the Ist of April, 1944, why that date
has not been mentioned in the Bill ?  Then again, Sir, if this present Bill is passed it

will get life, as I have already stated, when it will be publi§hed.in the Gazette so it
seems that it will begin to function long before it would take its birth ; it will take its
birth after consent is given by His Excellency, but it will begin to function from more

than two years back. This is a very peculiar position. ) _
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Ido not understand the point of order as is being

put by the hon. Member.
] Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : As I have already stated before, that accord.
ing to the proviso to sub-section (3) of Section 51 of the Government of India Act the

present Ministry cannot vary their present scale of salary. If they want to change i
there is a course open to them. At the very outset, I want to make it clear that T am
not challenging the increment. but I am challenging the procedure. It will be better jf
the Prime Minister by mutual agreement resigns and forms a new Ministry and thep

date has been specifically mentioned
My submission is this: that under
it will be found, ¢ Where any Act
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there cannot be any objection if he comes with this Bill. My point s this, Sir, that
by this procedure the provisions ol the Government of India Act should not be flouted.
; Ihcr} agair, there arc other points which I can bring to the notice of the House. ........
T'he Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Does the hon. Member mean that because thev
cannot change their salary, thercfore, this legislation is incompetent ! Is it the point ?
Mr. .BAIDYA.\TA'I'!‘] MOOKER]JEE :  Yer. Sir, that is my point.
passed will be just like  omnipresent God. As it will be found in all the religions-—
the Holy Gita of the Hindus, the Holy Quian of the Muhammadans and the Holy
I}lblc of the Christians: God is past, God is present and God is future. This Bill is
like the God. It is going to provide for the present, for the past and for the future,
(Laug hter.)

8, 1 hope, the House will be well-advis

a few questions clear to us and specially to me- -which have arisen in my mind.

Now, Sir, whether the arrcar pay can be drawn by a Minister even after he ceases
to be a Minister.  God forbid, if one of the Ministers dies (laughter) and  his heir or
heirs come forwaid and wants to draw the salary, will there be any one in the carth
to prevent it ? Law will assist the drawer. '

I want to make this position clear.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : How does it aflect the competence
Jature to pass the legislation > Whether the change in the salaries of the
would be legal or not is a diflerent question

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The competence of the Legislature is alfect-
ed in this way. The Statement of Objects and Reasons will not be a part of this Bill,
when 1t will be passed into an Act. By passing this Bill, we arc voing to commit our-
selves not actually from 1st April, 1944, but from 25th August, 1942,

Then again, it will be found in the 3ill that in two cases, »iz., in clauses 2 and
3 the word ¢‘was’ has been used, e.g., with effect from the date from which “‘he
was sworn in”’. Then again, in clause 3-—*with ellect from the date when he was

sworn’’. Now, Sir, whether a future Ministry will be bound by this Act or by the
former Act—that also remains a matter which should be made clear by our learned

Advocate General. _ ' DU

As I have already stated, that the proviso 1o sub-section (3) of Section 51 1s s
very clear that this Bill is out of order, and, Sir, | hope, you will give your ruling in
I take

my favour. s g
Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY :
I hape,

Khan
exception 10 aremark made by Mr. Mookerjee with reference to Holy Quran.

he will withdraw his remark. o |
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :  What is the objection ? _
Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : 1 scricus.
take exception to a remark made by Mr. Mockerjee. Is he competent to ‘make a re-
regarding the Holy Quran and ommipresent God ? T hope, he will wirhdraw his

ed if our learned Advocate General makes

ol the Legis-
Ministers

ly
mark

remark. . ) . . .. e
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : What 1s the objection, Sir .

on. Member. )
e hKrl;an Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBADB CHAUDHURY : Inp
connection with this Bill, why should he refer to the Holy Quran ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Is it a crime to men

1 uran ? ) o _ _
= y’[‘%a Hon’ble the SPEAKLER :  He was not saymg.zmyth{ng in deprecation of the
Holy Quran, or bring in the name of that Sacred Book 1n a spirit of 1‘1d19u;e. ] ‘
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : I said that 1n all the religions, God jg
omnipresent, that God is past, God is present and God is future. This will be foungd
in all these three great Books of the three religions. T do not find any harm in saying
this or there is any (;.)bjection in mentioning

his fear ? The Bill is such as if 1t is like a God
1 am not gom,gbto WIth‘d)raw, Sir, )
I'he Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Order, order.

» T cannot follow

tion the name of tf ¢

it is past, it is present, it is [luture.

This Bill if

the name of the religious Book. What ig



1944 ] P11 ASSAM MINISTERS’ (SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES) 1017
BILL, 1944

_ Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir.
Without voine into the merits or demerits of this Bill, I take my stand to support the

point of order as raised by Mr., Mookerjee. I do not like to go into the details of the
Bill, beecause it is @t point of order.  Proviso to sub-section (3) ol Section 51 is as clear
as day light. As on a different oceasion you were pleased, Sir, to give a ruling that
once the salary of Ministers is fixed it cannot be changed during the term of the office
‘th]t" sameo Ministry.

The Ion bic the SPEAKER : That was not my ruling. The hon. Member is
not corrcctly qquoting it.  The present Act  was not passed during the tenure of this

Ministry
Babu DAKSITINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: The fact to day is, Sir,
that under certain Act ol the Legislature as established by the Government of India

Act the Ministry has been drawing certain salary [rom the very beginning. Thisis a
factum today and as such alter accepting a certain kind of salary for a definite period
of time. undcer the Act I maintain that there s absolutely no right to have a different

scale of salary [rom today as has been made clear in the Statement of Objccts and
Reasons which reads as—*“The provisions of section 51(3) of the Government ot India
Act, 1035, entail that action to im-rcnsc‘llu' emoluments in line with the remedies
adopted for the e onomic difliculties ol mhef‘ public servants must in the case of
Ministers have cffect for the period of their office.”  Nothing of the sort is found in
section 51. 1t only provides that the salary of a Minister shall not be varied during
his term of office.  But having regard to the present day conditions the Ministry could
have resorted (o other methods by which ll‘u_‘)’ could increase their salary. For such an
intention. as has been suggested by my Iriend  Mr. Mookerjee, the Ministry might
have resjoned first and then come in agan to form a ncw 1\1in:st1'3f or Cabinet, or they
could have applied to the British l":t\rll:mlcnl to :uucn‘d the Government of India Act
under certain circumstances. And il on the ground of certaln - exigencies the present
emolument is going to be changed today by the present Blll,whg knows that after a lapse
of three or four months the Ministry would not come forward for another change on the
ground of some other exigencies.  In that case, Sir, the present intention of the Act,
as provided under the provisio to sub-section (3), of section 51 is defeateq, It has always
been the procedure that the intention of the Act must be followed. So, Sir, I say that
if the salary of the Ministry is (-},5‘[lg(~¢l [rom time to time, the intention o'f the Act is
not followed and is (rustrated. The f\t'.l_ 1S as _,‘-:'00(1 as non-existent. I do maintain thazts
Sir, the salary that this Bill has ])I‘.t)\'l(ll‘l] for the present  Ministry today, is not in
order even though they want to avoid the exact wording of the section by saying that
accordine to the proviso the salary w{ll have eltect Fro_m the day on which the present
Council of Ministers took their oath ol_:zl]vgumcm II]IT.;hlS way also the proviso to sectic_)n
51(3) of the Act 13 fully and clearly gong L(Uﬂb}‘ 1'}11]{{16(1- I maintain that this Legis-
lature js not competent to pass this Bill. ['his Bill is clearly out of orders because this
Legislature is merely a child of l_hc Act which was pass_ed by the Parliament that has
brought it into being. As su(_fh lt.hus :1l)so'lljt(‘]}’ no right to contravene any section or
proviso ol the CGovernmeni of Tndia 11\01: 1935. ;

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in supporting this point oF
order T submit that this Bill which has been  brought under section 51 of the Govern-
ment of India Act clearly contravencs that particular section of the Constitution Act
and also it defeats the very intention of the Government of India Act and as such
the Bill is illegal and oui ol order. _1’}‘0\’190 to sub-section (-fi) of section 51 of the Act says,
“Provided that the salary of a 1\-'luustvr‘shall_m_)‘t be wvaried during his term of office.”
Sir, it is quitc clear that the salary of a I_\’I}lllhltfl‘ _ shall not be varied during his term
of office. Tt is I think also undisputable that the present Council of Ministers are draw-
ing their salary under the existing Act which 1s still in force. Sq it is evident th?t the Bl.ll
which has been presented hefore the .I-I‘ouse (:on‘tl-a,vencs Fhat particular sub-section of this
Act. Now, in order to avoid the dlfflCl_Il[Y ol ll}m‘se.ctm-n of the Act attempt has bee}]
made to give retrospective cffect to the B'n by P‘_P‘jldmg in clause 2 of sthe Bill that it
will take effcet from the date on which a I\/l‘l.mstcr wag sworn as a Mﬁ.ﬂ_lbﬂl‘ of
the Governor's Council of Ministers.  But, Sir, I gylmit that this provision for



Al A i :E"\ _"\\.IJ \’ol.()\l\\‘\-(:l&) I]_”]li N()\'.

1018 THE ASSAM MINISTERS” (SALAI
BILIL., 1944

Y carmonll

and  mmerc eyewas ‘he jects
an'd Reasons of the Bill do not justify retrospective ,.‘“'..\(\-lh]_-:;,(] 'll}::; I(l)h‘l'tlm.\
Ministers themselves  also do nol intend o give  cflect 1o lt ”'tll'l-)](?
have put in this clause only to avoid the ditliculty arising from the ])rn\'ix;u]e)i“
the scction I have _jn*! referred Lo, i he Obyect and li"-lﬁ""l" say that the \:'ll' 0'
of the Ministers is beine increased due to COOnOmi lhl’l(“li‘lll.‘ But, Sir,”i[dri)s

retrospective eflect is  a  she

Un‘di.&;pulcd that this <ondition did not exi 1 Auggu 1912, when the present Council of
Ministers took oath of oifice. O the other loined the Ministers themselves in the latter
part of the Statement of Objects and Reason v that they do not like to sive ""5‘11”0?

a sheer camoullage, Th‘c

p{-f:tivc effect.  So, Sir, the ;n-r-.i 100 ol retrosped tive eflect is
Ministers have been drawing their salary from Anogust 1942 at the rate fixed by the
present Act and they never coainst this.  Fven supposing they draw g} (.
salzry if the present Bill is passed, it cannot be denied that the present salary is vari _‘5
by the present Bill. That is how this Bill « learly contravenes sub-scction t:;)‘ “I‘SE‘(‘lit
51 .0f the Act....onvu . =
ABDUR RAHMAN :  Will the hon. Member please let me know  whe-
existing Salary Act during the Ministry’s

!\lljll' 1.-.]

Maulavi
ther this Housc has the right toa nendd the
term of office ?

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN:  No, Sir. the Houge has no right and that is the
point I am trying to drive at. My contention is that during the term ol the ])I‘ESC,“
Ministry the Legislature cannol alter that saliny which they have bheen accepting  with-
out protest. That my contention is correct will also b clear il we consider the matger
in another way. If this Bill is in order then coertainly a Bill to fix a lesser salary will be
in order if r(:Llf;spr't'ti'-.c- flect is oiven to such a Bill.  Now it such a Bill pru\'i(]inq
lesser pay is passed into law, may [ enguire if the Hon ble Ministers will be bound tg
refund the excess which they have drawn legally under the existing Act ?

Then, Sir, thc next point I like to press is that the Bill clearly defeats th. very
intention of the Constitution  Act. I will  be found, il the Government  of
India Act 1is scrutinised, that this particular provision that the salary gf
a Minister shall not be variedd during  the term ol his ollice, 18 peculjgy
only with regard to the salary ol an fion’ble Minister. No such provisiop
has been made in the case ol the salary  of _ the '!ltm’l)l(- Speaker, the
Duputy Specaker or ihe hom, Members, Thig provision IS peculiar only in the
case of the salary of the Ministers and what was the reason for this special provision fo
the Hon’ble Ministers ? [ think, Sir, it will nat be out ol pl;u:(: to mention here that
under the old Act the Ministors was i votable subject and every year the
Council of Ministers had to Lot thelr 5:_1[:11')’! itl!l_l as Sl.ll']l they l'.clt SOmé
sense of in security which hampered them in their work. ['his l);u:lll;llféll"])I‘OVISEOn has
been providcd, [ submit, Sir, to avoidd llm.i: _(:nntlnu(ttl sense Ufl-ns-s(:cufuy which the
Ministers undcr the old Act had to feei. ‘I'his is why no 511(;]1.]11'0\./15;:1;11 has been maqe
in case of others. The intention ol the Government of India Act appears Lo be that
once the salary of the Ministers was fixed they should not worry Z.ﬂ)()—l‘.lt.‘lllCll‘ salay
during their term of office and wnl! that intes this particular proviso _has bea
introduced. Now, if such a Bill 18 found to be n order as I lm}f(*.';lh'(:zfciyqpomtcd oug
a Bill providing lesser salary with rrtrospective cffect will ;11]:«) /]\)(, m.“n]: c‘c1]afl‘1d a3 sucp|
the very intention of the framcers of the (Government of India ‘%L-f“l[r] . )](, de cal¢d an
the Hon’ble Ministers will themselves have to worry over their salary l)c.:tlza]use.the Bil|
with lesser salary and with retrospective cl_h-c.t will not Inf‘uncm?lllim Hl}It' llj‘i I"ch]SIatllr
Lastly, Sir, I think I should say something about the 1'1ghl. of t 18 '.Un. ble Speakq 2
It might be conten and the Chair is not compegg ©

ded that it is a pure question ol law (
to decide that question. is not purely a question of law:

H:Ihu"\r ol the
WOLTY 11 T

Lention

But [ maintain, Sir, this ;
nambiguous  that
e

absolutely clear. The Proviso is absolutely u

The law is ! am 1

salary of a Minister shall not be varied during his term of ollice. It is also undlsputcd
t Council of Ministers is drawing their salary without protest for ¢}

where the law is clear, thg

that the presen
last two years under the present  Act. In a case like this
Thair is not only competent to de

section is unambiguous, T think, Sir, that the
cide that issue, but it is it and proper that the Chair should exercise that right to decide

e
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no other remedy

he other hand.as
an easler

ther Bill

the is
issuc, I he
. 1 doe . ‘
:)Ul to test the v liil(‘;;:\l not decide that issue, the minority will have
148 bl'l'] 3 ‘ 1ty ol tins ](-g-i.\-l-”in " bt ave
cen pointed ou @islation 1 a court oflaw. O
t by Mr. Mookerjee and Mr. Gupta the \[ini\‘ll‘l‘; Ilrls oot
s - - ; < b

remedy, T
if &1 hev can resio .
if they have the it 'm-'\l > 'l'.“[ form another Ministry and bring forward ano
’ » ] | = »r = . ‘ : <
no other remedy “,Hu. of increasing their salary.  Siv when the mipority have
Yo 1c1 v O £ e . . \
1 the Council of Ministers have oot other means B the
the right but it 18

pl'(}\'iqn i\ -
. ._“H(illll‘ 24 1 S0
1SUHONS, I ‘-l!l‘ﬂ}”. |‘|l‘. ”lll( ”N‘ (:Il.’!il‘ Il'l‘\' not ()ul\'

fit a
and proper
bt . Clhaie i
the Chair should exercise that right to protect the right of the

House.
Sir, it is fortunate

i e e oo Sonrl eSS i
lt,}:-(i |;l.(.':!sun- of1lie Lluiise m\‘{t:"“" G nvr.xl-) : Mr. speaker, Sir, it seems 10 be
been raised by Mess, Alookerjee,  Gupta linityto speak._on the oiny dhethbe:
t !if,ll\(:il('-uf' to_address this ;1:13.‘1: [l(«:111]\]:‘“:(,flt,:‘:_u"”“”-\' and Sen. [ feelita pleasure
have |J:'cn])i;:flli[ :-lli;fctl h-m: :‘”.AI} r:"i‘“:(r‘ so far as 1 ;ltlll(‘rslﬂn(
and therefore, it (‘““‘! i "““l‘.')\‘ this H!I! the salary of the Ministe
of India Act ’ 11 1] li.l\‘ nes the proviso to sub-scction 3ol section
House  has thie lilu-l - gy Members will please look to section 51
like. The onlv Hll(w:‘[l-;).\lllll‘ right to pass a salary Bill for Min‘isivrs at any time they
fixed by @ ]](:‘\_I il ]\‘\,:: tlhl“l-l “‘“Ul.(l arise is whether the new  scale of salary that is
B('C_-'lusv under the pr re apply'in the case of Ministers during their term of office.
varied during his u-rnl; “f]'\”. it is provided that the salary of a Minister shall not be
% s snade Tae.d o “’!]“"'- ~Hon. Members will find that in the Bill, provision
Hon’ble Ministers i‘!\:\lll:l“ hli.n]v ol salary to come in force from the datc’ on which
be ng variation in tl‘n;-h-mq.( l'll-ur-“‘ office. 1f that is so, then in my opinion there would
would now be fixed by ”1“‘1 R‘} _7(.-f,h/fhm,.-,_-_) They would be drawing their salary that
be said to be any "i“'.i-'l[in‘ . ”“[“’“‘ the date ol assumption of office, and there cannot
i niest Bioind 1o Lk 'l‘t ; n l1n salary that is proposed to be passed. An Hon’ble Minister
may say-—<1 don’t t-‘l ‘} salary. l'.‘}'vn if a salary is voted by the House, the Minister
ake that salary™. There is a precedent about that in this Province.

Wh
en the Congress Ministr : :

gress Ministry was installed in the Province, 1 understand that though
scale, they did not take more than the figure that

if" when a Ministry take a
a higher salary for the
¢ it would not be an
salary at that rate.
it is not given retros-

speeches that
rs is going to be varied,
51 ol the Government
they will find that the

| it from the

the < .
e salaries were fixed at a hig
their party voted I . ey ‘]‘I”ghm‘
lower 5‘1]'1};'), . d for them. Even taking that analogy
a0 “ € Or @l );lrli('lllil g : S : P AN
period from \\f'lli(‘llllh TG r period and then the House passes
indiscretion on i ey assume their office, 1 weuld submit tha
cir part nor would it be illeg: ; :
Balsi TR i ~would 1t be illegal to draw their
pective of KAMINI KUMAR SEN: What will be the result if
e effect ? 1c resultl
The Advac: 3
. cate e . : | 9
in my opinion 11:0 (T;lll“ ral (Mr. P.L. SHOMI) : If it is not given retrospective effect,
pass this Bill with ‘lh] ‘H“ e the proviso. But in any €aseé the House can
legality would _”iqf P'l‘“‘ 15s10n Wllh_ l:t‘i!'nsp(’cli\-’c cflect or without it. The question of
But that is not ’a‘(ll((-'-['w wn the }\'1111151(31'5 will draw their salary at the new rate.
ment of India Acil llh?- 1&” for the House to decide.  Under section 51 of-the Govern-
sider proper for Ministe AUSE have got indefcasible right to provide any salary they con-
would not ke El“nn%d]h at any time they like. The only question is that the Ministers
that has ey dadE tHE tlo draw on two scales of salary. Now, the suggestion
uve effect is a callh,'h”.l“t the 1)1'4.1('(:(:'111!‘(‘ adopted in the present Bill for giving retrospec-
Taow (erughzyr)‘ 1 Fm.l,ﬂ(: and blufl and the like. That is a ma‘ter of opinion and not of
A B <LIT] g : 1 — - -
made by iy o o 1]101 gomg to u'. 1 may, Imwcvmg point out that the suggesti()n
to resign and S fember, who raised a point of law, 2ize, that Ministers ought
a ‘camouflase ia“dlcl.-lclppmmud and get the new scale of pay, is in my opinion € ugl]L
« .
have been %'Iis(c(j b; 11111 (f,T(\i'!llgfilm). 1 believe, 1 have ersreeil, e pt)intg tahbrc
R by hon. Members and 1 nee “tak o . “
: weed not take the tire of the House any

further-
Regardin
: g the Hon’ble S ker’s rig
that th ; ‘ ble ! peaker sright, a questic .y s .
e Hon’ble Spealker is strong enough to take (:llnrgc )(I;l'“ﬁlsatl(?md}t 1l)Jllt s
£ aughter).
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e The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA Mr. Speaker,
.Slr,]:gauc my utmost attention to find out what the real point of order is, but
in spite of every effort on my part in that behall, up Gl now 1 have fhiled to: realise
Phc significance of the point of order raised by my hon Friend, Mr. Mookerjee. He
is a learned and erudite scholar and a2 Brahmin md  has shown his E.rllr'.\‘ll‘(]qu of
comparative religions by quoting scripture in raisineg his objection ;o but in Sllilv ol
all that, he has not been able to place his  case helore the Honse at all. he point to
iy ] mind is abe)]lllf'.Iy clear, not only « lear, but ecrystal clear, in spite of my hon.
Friend saying that the attempt ol Government has been o camoullage, eyewash
and bluff, the point as the learned Advocate General has plac e betore  the llu‘usc, is
this. Under the Constitution this House has bheen criven imndeleasible reht '-i‘lixina( Sillar\-
of Ministers—not only once, but in the wording of “h- e tion, 1o time 1o time??
SCCtion*S]: sub-section (3) of the Government of India Act savs “I'he salaries of
Ministers shall be such as the Provincial Legislature may from time to time by Agt
determine.” The only point which the hon. Member has been laying stress on - is
that the present Bill will contravene the proviso to  sub-section (3) of scction 81, 1
think, Sir, there is a misrcading of the situation and misunderstanding of  facts,

The proviso says that the “salary of o Minister shall not Le varied during his term
of office’”. Now, so far as the present Ministry is concern “d, which was reconstituted
by me in August 1942, this Legislature has not fised any salary for the Ministers by
an Act. We came at a time, Sir, which wis a mid-scason, when there was no 01)1)01:.
tunity to summon the Asscmbly to pass an Act for lixing the salaries. 1 do not think any
hon. Member contends that as in the normal course sessions are called either in
November or Tecember and if the Ministry had brouszht in o Bill in December 1942
and had the salary fixed, they could not draw any salary from the 26th - August, when
I formed the Ministry up to the time the Bill was passed.  T'do not think anyhody
contends like that. The Ministry finding an existing Acl drew salaries lor themselves
on the basis of that Act. That the Ministry slept over the matter so long and  was
not coming forward with the Bill for the last two years docs not prevent them from
asking the House to fix a salary. It IH tor t.ll_t: .IIUH\'«: to decide. IS_nt the [[u‘msg has
got right to fix the salaries ol the Hon ble .'\'I.nn‘;u:x_'s and as the sa:t?_;n-u-s were lixed last
in 1940, when the present Ministry was not in existence. the proviso does not debar the
present Bill to be brought in. ‘T'hat is the position which we have taken, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Stress has heen Jaid upon the fact that the
Ministers accepted the salary. ’

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA . T'he acceptange
of a salary does not mean that the Ministry cannot come before the House for 4
determination of their salary, Sir. L _ .

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: On a point ol information, Sir. Supposing
this present Bill is passed and the Hon'ble .\j[i'niql,(:t's relinguish 'tht'. excesses  provided
in this Bill, then what will be the position \’\'1!_‘]! regard to salaries that have alread
been drawn by the Hon’ble Ministers ?  Will  these salaries be drawn under e

isti - the Bill that is going to be passed ? . ‘
existing Act or under the Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Salaries ;)

The Hon’ble Maulavi ) DUL
be drawn as available under the Act il the House pass this Bill. ~As the learneq
Advocate General has pointed out that the salaries can be prgvxdud under an A ‘)
there is no force on earth to make them take that if they (]ul not want to accept thoe!
salaries. It has been rightly pointed out, SIr, that you fl.ll( not draw thu‘ full salary
that was provided under the Speaker’s Salary Act, for a long time, because YOU we, o

- ace a salary higher than upto a certain flo
asked by vour party mandate not to accept a 53 nig ! Zure.
2 g ed ’ are entitled to draw at the higher 1,,ue

< [‘

Similarly, if the House pass this Bill and we _ ;
nobody can say it will be illegal on our part not to draw the  full u‘m_mmt ol thit
salary. We have given our solemn statemcnt in clear terms  that no Mimster 18 oqq o
to take advantage of the provisions ol this Bill and will draw salacy from a Parlicul-u:
period only if the House passes this Bill.  We had placed this matter, before tl‘:e
highest legal authority in Tndia. We had referred this matter to the Governmeng
of India and their opinion is that the Bill is perfectly legal.

I PO
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Babu RAMINI KUMAR SEN @ Will the Hon’ble Prime Minister please read

out that opinion.

'l:h:' IHHon ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : If you allow

me, Sir, 1 will read out that opinion ol the Government of India.
~ The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : 1fthere be no objection, the Hon’ble Prime
Minister can read it out. 1 ’

I'he Hon'ble Manlavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Very well, Sir.
I am reading out that opinion.

‘This letter is dated 25th October 1944, written by E. W. Perry, Esq-; C-I.E.»
1.C..s.. Secretary to the Governor General (Public) to the Secretary to is Lxcellency
the Governor of Assam. It runs as follows =— ;

] am directed to invite a reference to the letter from the i
to the Legislative Departnent of the Government of India, of the
on the above subject.  'T'he opinion held here is that since the salaries of Ministers
were fixed by an Act of the Assamm  Legislature passed ‘before the present Ministry
assumed ollice, these salaries can be increased or reduced by an Act of the LegiSIafurc
at any time alter the Ministers assumed  oflice. The general position is that ecach
Ministry will be entitled to the salary fixed for it by ;n; Act of the chislnture and
this salary will not be liable to variation so long as " that Ministry stays in office. If a
new Ministry comes to ofiice, the Legislature will be quite competent to fix a fresh
salary lor it and this can be done at any time during its tenure.”’ .

| hen. Sir, this Bill is not a new thing as such Bill were placcd before the Legis-
lature of other parts of the country. We know, Sir, that in the North-\r.\’es_t
I'rontier Provinee when the Ministry came into oflice they passed a -newt Act. Simi-
larly, the Ministry of Orissa, which is now delunet, p:issvd a new Act. Itis therefore
quite within the competance ol this Legislature and the procedure adopted is backed
by the opinion of the highest legel authoritv in India. 2

The Hon’hle the SPEAKER : First of all I would like to ascertain whether hon.
Members are willing to sit late to-day in order to dispose of these Motions, the
present Motion and the Motion with regard to other Bills If it be the desire of the
House I can sit for some time longer.  (Affer a pause.)

Very well, we have got ten minutes at our (lispoéal before the Clock strikes 4.
Now I shall dispose of this point of order raised. y

With regard to the point ol order that has been raised,
Members who have spoken on this point of order raising it and

.ally understood the scheme of the Bill, and from what they have said
1at the Bill has been so

rovincial Government
4th October 1944,

the fact that is to be noticed

is that the hon.
suppnrting it have re
it appears to me that the hon. Members have correctly realised tl
(l(:sif_gnvd as to get over the (ill]ltill]ly ol the proviso to section 51 (3) of the Government
of India Act, on tLhe basis of which the point of order has been raised. The Bill
certainly sceks to effect a change in the salavies of the Hon’ble Ministers that they
have been drawing under the Act that is in force now. This would appear from the
provisions that have heen made in clavses 2 and 3 of the Rill which again, have been
so drafted as to give retrospective effect, to the salaries to be prescnbed from the
dates on which the Hon’ble Ministers took office. It is quite apparent that the
intention of Government is to have the new scales of the salaries to be SO ﬁxcd_ as to
have the cflect of their having been fixed from the day on which the Hon’ble Ministers
That is really the whole plan of the Bill, which the learned Advocate
in his sprech.  He has rightly said that if the Bill be passed,
] d to have been fixed

were sworn 1.
General has elucidated
the salaries that would be prescribed by it would be considere
from the date on which the Hon’ble Miuisters came into office. And the effect in
the eyc of law would be that there has been no change in the salaries ‘and that the
salaries that they have heen drawing on the basis of the Act in force would appear only
to be less than what really their salarics are to be considered to have been fixed on the
date of their taking office. Now having understood this scheme of the Bill designed to
have that eflect, the hon. Members who haye supported the point of order have come
forward to criticise the same

as being a camouflage and they have gone so far as
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to say that that this attempt to give retrospective flect to the provisions ol the Bill is

merely a bluff. But the Chair is not at all concerned 1o decide if s so, hocause the

]aw. a“f?n.vs that a Bill may be passed giving retnospective  ellect wo its provision. The

desirability or otherwise ol giving retrospective ol «t 1o the provisions of a legislation

does not affect at all the competencey ol the Legslatre to i.-,J TN I he (j]l‘“'r wullld

therefore be going beyond s jurisdiction to pgive 1ts ﬂpiniun as to whether the

Govcrnn.lcnt have .'[.(ln])ll,'d aright plan or a wrone plan in presenting this Bill in this

form. So, on ultimate analysis of ol the contentions raised, the (question reduces

itself to this that in order to find whether the Ministers are going to vary the salaries

which th(:y have been drawing, ‘t would he going to decrde a .’muli,.“';.l mixed law
and facts and to come to the conclusion  that  thi procedure .n]f'lbl"fl by the framers
Of thiS BI“ for taking i[S ]r['u\.r'i.‘sir:ll.‘s onut ol lfl'? I”E':' hict of the [rron 150 Lo \:-(jlirnl 51 (3) Of
the Government of India Act has been illegal. I hat is certainly a point 1o be decided
by the law court and it is not the function of the Chair to give its verdict on it and hold
that this Legislature is incompctent to legislate in this jnanner. In this view, the point
of order is not really a point of order.
Babu Kamini Kumar. Sen asked o question to the learned  Advocate General

to the cffect that if the provisions of the Bill giving retrospective eflect be deleted,
what would be the result 2 The learned Advocare General has, 1 think, given the right
answer by saying that the Bill would contravence the proviso 1o section 51 (3) of the
Government of India Act and that the question of legality would arise when the
Ministers will draw their salaries  at the new seales ;3 but that the Legislature
pass the Bill with the provision of retrospective cllect o1 without it. I am referving to
this only tp show that when that is the real position then this Bill should be allowed
to be considered. The House has the right, il it chooses to exercise it, to delete the
provision giving retrospective cllect to the new scales of salaries pioposed. I.l' t[‘wy
succeed in giving effect to that then this  ill, il passed, may~ be ineflec-

tive.

can

Mr. P. L. SHOME (Advocate General): My opinion  was that if t.hC
provision as to the retrospective  cllect is deleted, then this Bill will be perfectly valid,
but will be ineffective so far as this Ministry is concerned.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKIIR :  Yes, the Bill will be perfectly valid 5 so, whether
the Ministry are to be allowed .to draw their salaries with retrospective cffect or not
would become a different question with which the House is not concerned at all at
this stage. The real question urged, as I have shown, is whether Government are
entitled to draft the Bill, as they have donge, in such a way as to take away 1ts
provisions out of the mischicl of the proviso (v scction 51 (3) ol the Government 0
India Act. And I have alrcady said that it is not the function ol the Chair to decide

that, for which the faw court is the proper forum. oy
It has been said that the minority’s rights arc  to e protected hy- the _C‘lm'lr.
But the hon. Members know that the [iicts and circumstances 1.111(l_c1' wl}wh this |3011:1t
>f order has been reised do not justily the invocation ol that principle for the (,;l.lalr
o follow. Now in a question of point ol order as to the competency of the ]J(;SISII:!.['L.III’C
n regard to any proposcd legislation the question of proteeting illiu_ :‘1ghtb‘oi L}le
minority hardly arises. I the question of minority 1s Lo be lr.m.I\(:i into then ]v 10f
are the minority and who are the majority 1n the present st :_]. ,A .(.jom-ml, :)
Ministers consisting ol ten hon. Members are to draw the §;Fl_;11 ies 1ll 1at are gf)}n% c}
be prescribed by the Bill and having regard to the fact that it is really the interes s.lo
ten Ministers which are involved, the opposition Nlmnb(-rs‘, I l]l!I?l{., c()nsutPtC the
real majority as opposed to the ten Members of the Ciouncil of ‘P\’Inn‘-:t‘crs. '19 hold
therefore in favour of the point of order is to Llll.'()\’\f out the H1H_a11d thus to
decide against the interests of ten Hon’ble Ministers. But in t‘t‘gz_ll‘d to this matter of
the proposed legislation, the question whether the Legislature is competent or not
to undertake it is to be decided on  the other considerations  that have been urged,
In giving its decision the Chair is to decide fully unfettered by any consideration as
to whether its dccxsmn}n Favqur of the legislation being allowed to proceed would
protect any interests of the minority or would go again‘st them.  What really is the
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duty of the Chair in 2 matter of this nature was explained by me on a previous
QC(‘.-!,\'EUH while givine my ruling on a similar point of order relating to the Ministers®
Salaries Bill, which was passed as the present Act in force. Amongst other things I
pointed to the House then that * having regard to the well known principle that when
there arises a case of doubt as 1o the competency of a Legislature in regard to any
legislation on any matter, the benefit of the doubt should be given to the Legislature
in favour of proceeding with the legislation and the Bill should be held to be in
order.”  An.way, therefore. T am not to decide o an interpretation of the proviso
to section 51 (3) ol the Government of India Act, wiether the Legislature is competent
or not to legislate on this matter and the question of minority or majority does not
arise at all.  Now il I am to decid> what the real interpretation of the proviso to
section 51 (3) is, then the views I gave on the said previous occasion certainly hold
good even now. It appears to me that the views I gave then are exactly the same
as the opinion of the Government of India that has been read out by the Hon’ble
Premicr in his reply to the point of order. I may refer to what I said on that
occasion. |

“The present Ministers” Salaries Act is such an Act which the present Bi!l tabled
seeks to repeal. It came into force when the present Ministry was not 1n office.
So even il the present. Ministers are drawing under the Act their salaries, it comes
to this then that the salaries that are being drawn by the Ministers were not fixed
during their tenure ol ollice.  So according  to the interpretation of the proviso
to sub.section (3) as has been explained, there cannot be any bar to the variation
of the salaries ol the present bodyv of Ministers even though the Act 1s in -general
terms and has fixed the salaries of Ministers for all Jime to come To hold that
the present Act is a bar to the exercise ol the right of the Legigla'ure to fix salaries
of Ministers [rom time to time will be to take away the very right whlch has been
given to the Legislature to vary the salary of a Minister not lixed‘ during hIS. tenure
of oflice. T'hat would mean the ignoring of the very principle undcrlylpg_ the
provision of section 51 ol the Jonstitution Act relating to the matter of Mlmsliers’-
salaries. It will be practically nullitying the whole principle on which the right
of the Legislature to vary the Ministers’ salaries is l)ascd.' If the present Act
is held to have this eflect, it must have also the samec effect after a general election
when a new Ministry is bound to be formed. Remembering that a Legislature
cannot function to legislate on any maitter until there be a Ministry, thq successor
of this House then would not be entitled to fix the salaries of the Ministers who
would form the Ministry even il the. number of Ministers i1s to be greater than. .thc
present number and cven il the considerations arising out of the financial position
of the Province or soince other exigencies may require lesser or higher salacies than
now to be provided for the Ministers™, ]

Then, again, I pointed out to the House on several occasions before, as the
hon. Members may very well recollect, that when the Chair is called upon to
interpret certain secthions ot the Government of India Act, the GChair Xlll have to see
whether that provision has ;luylrclatmn to the n:ﬁle}s framlcd by the Assembly and is

i to be interpreted for the enforcement ol those rules. )
rec'lu}?:)c\lfv, what is rl-n,lly a point ol order ? The occasion for a point of order to
be raised arises when in the transaction of any business, a Cf}!talnh procedure is
adopted which go against the rules of the As_sembly. A corpplam; t-;t~ a certain
rule of the Assembly is going to be breached is r_t:ally a point of order. And in
deciding whether that is so, the Assembly rule with reference to Whlf:h tht:: point
of order is raised is interpreted and il that rule has any connection with any
section of the Government of India Act, that section 1s 111c|1dcn’gally interpreted, if it
be necessary in order to see whether the rule can be applied in a particular way,
Here in this case the hon. Members really asked me to mterpret a certain section
of the Governiment of India Act and do not 'res_tlly complain that any rule of the
Assembly is not being observed. 'rThcre{ore it 1s pure‘ly a lega} question that the
Chair is called upon to decide. The competency ol the Legislature with regard
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to legislation about Ministers’ salaries is given by section 51 and by b 1 of he
Seventh Schedule of the Government of Ij.fi“ L Act : vned i ] :-: o ‘l - ti";
powers of legislation of Legislatures in l:.'{]rl- ‘r PRy toute ) . o |’”“ l\l"L
Clanters.] aod 1. Considering the various sections umnds ey o
of Part V along with the Second Legislative  List of the Seventh  Schedule “n.‘( the
GO\{crnment of India Act, and also con Sdoiing  the st i .A.“.J.,-', of
section 51, it will appear that this LeoisITiure ha Soé @ e clotst G b 1 (e or
Ministers’ salaries in order to provide salaries of Ministers from il b time 'l'hﬂ

proviso to section 51 (3) is not at all a restriction on the richt  of the  lLegslature to
undertake ]‘:gISIatlon for I i“'-’. salariecs of - -Minister from  tune  too ine, !-i:mil)'

I would like to quote another portion of my previous  Ruling bew ine on the point
before the House. This is as follows - ' . ‘ | - l
‘.‘Agﬂ.in the - ql.lt‘.'ﬂfr!n whether the Drovision to rive retrospective
effect is legal or not is not a question which arises  in connection  with
the competency or otherwise ol the Levislature 1o undertake  the  legislation
The competency of the Legislature to vary Ministe c ealaries  from  tine  to time

is admitted. The question is whether under the given clircumstances that com-
petency stands curtailed. Thercfore in the vies that the point ol order involves
adjudication Of o lcgal (e stion mvolving an imc-rpre tation ol H | [n-‘a'.'i"znn of the
Constitution Act affecting rizhts of a particular  body ol existing  Ministers  under
certain given circumstances, the Chair would not assnme the role ol an interpreter

of that provision and hold that the Bill would be wltra nires of the Legislature:
all  concerned  must be

A decision on the qucstion to be final and binding  on

obtained from the proper forum which is functioning in the [and  The very same
considerations would have also arisen il the present Bill were a Bill  hxine a lower
scale of salaries than the existing Act does and would  have led” the Chair to  hold
this view”’. .

Now, exactly here there arc some given circuimstances which have been  stated
by the hon. Members, who have spoken on the point ol order and with reference
to which the Chair has been asked to interpret a particular scction ol the Govern-
ment of India Act. This is certainly not the function of the Chair in order to
decide whether this Legislature is competent to legislate on i particular matter.

So, having regard to all these, T decide against the point ol order raised.

I shall now place the Motion bhefore the Touse. The Motion moved :

“That the Assam Ministers’ (Salaries and Allowances) Bill 1941, bhe taken into

consideration™. ;

The debate wlll now procecd. _

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think it must be adimitted  that
Assam has the highest cost ol living of any Province in India, Emd so long as our
lines of communication arc congested with Military trafiic there 1s 1o cn_rly prospect
of any relief. Therefore, Sir, any proposal which anns al compensating  servants
of the public is entitled to sympathy. On the subject ol salaries ol Ministers this
Group has always taken the view that the payi nent of 2 high !-‘.le."ll'y is a truc cconomy,
but a view to which we have never subseribed is that the  {Gevenment of  Assam
needs ten Ministers drawing a high salary. “Wiile submitting l'hntu'l]u: claims for
compensatinn should be symp:xth(‘.tical]y considered, that syn!pé.lt].l)t’,- Sir, must cover
the whole field of public servants. This is not the smme  as  Saylng that all  classeg
have the same claim to redress and that redress  should be glven simultancously,
The Hon’ble Prime Minister has cebuked in his charming way my Friend, Mr. Lewis,
for pressing the analogy of Government servants and ;\-’T(:ml;v!'s of _l,llls Assembly, but if
the Hon’ble Prime Minister chooses to make a Statement ol Objects and Reasons in
which this phrase occurs, he must expect Members ol the Assembly to continue to
use the same ana‘l‘ogy as my ¥riend, Mr. Lewis, has done. I'his is what it says (Cvery
word counts) 2 The provisions of section 51 (3) of the Government of India ACI‘,

1 that action i ; : . .
1035, entail that action to increase the emoluments in line with the remedies  adopted

for the economic difficultics of oz : : CNA S
A er o R R 5 . A :
have effect for the period of their oﬂicea,hllhh(, servants must in the case of Ministers
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_ In the Statement of Objects and Reasons I underline the word ““other”, showing
quite c]r'."u'l_\' that the Hon'ble  Prime Minister himself had other classes of public
servants in mind.

My criticisis of the present Bill are four in number.

First of all the Bill proposes to deal with the Ministers before other equally
deserving public servants in the same pay-bracket receive any redress. Secondly,
the Bill ‘proposes to make increases in salary which everyone in  this Assembly knows
to be permanent.  The Statement ol Objects and Reasons refers to the increase in
the cost of living. * That increase, I sincerely hope, is not permanent, and therefore,
a compensation which, I admit, is due to the Ministers should more properly be = given
by way of allowance rather than an increase in basic salary which we know will be
permanent.  If this Bill is passed, Sir, no Government in future is ever going to bring
In a Bill to reduce salaries.  Thirdly, the Bill proposes that the House Allowance of
Rs.125 shall be doubled ; whereas'the Rent Control Order passed by the Government
of Assam prohibits any increase in the rents in the town of Shillong by more than
10 per cent. I that order is effective, there can be no case whatever for doubling
the House Allowance : if the Rent Control Order is ineflective, the responsibility is the
Ministry’s, and there is equally, Sir, no case for doubling the House Allowance unless
this Government is prepared to admit publicly, in the capital of tl_:e _Provmca, thplr
own capital, that their own order is being ignored. My fourth objection de_als with
the legal and technical reasons Wwhich enable the Ministry to say that salaries must
have effect for the period of their office. 1 think, the congratulations of all Members
of this House are due to the very ingenious draftsman of this Bill. T}lc ‘Statement of
Objects and Reasons declares that  the Ministry will not draw this increase with
cffect from September 1942, but only with effect from the Ist March, 1944. This
Group has consistently opposed legislation with retrospective eflect, but we do welcome
and welcome most  warmly the Ministerial self-denial in not wishing to take this
increased pay and allowance from August 1942, but oniy from the .lst March, 1944,
At the risk of seeming ungracious, I must protest _against the .imentlon to dra.w' the.
salary from the 15t March, 1944. The maximum retrospective _effect the Ministry
could fairly ask the House to agree to is the date from which the Government servants
drawing less than one thousand rupees a month received their first increase. That
date is the 1st July, 1944. I would also ask the House to note that Government
which has“the power to grant compensation allowances to all its servants has. not
granted anything to servants drawing more than Rs.1,000 per month. It has granted
to Govérnmen® servants drawing between Rs.250 and Rs.1,000—10 per cent. of their
Pay, whereas the Junior Ministers are given an increase of 33} percent. of th_eir
pay and their House and Car Allowances are to be doubled. The income of Junior
Ministers, thercfore, is raised by 50 per cent. The Prime Minister is to receive a
modest increase of only 14 per cent. in pay and the same doubled allowances;
whereas, our view is that the Prime Minister could justly Flalm and s_houl_d receive a
higher salary than that laid down in this Bill. The only teature of this f‘E'ull to which

can give unqualified approval is the doubling of the allowance (;\r ,HIOtor ‘can,
Anyone‘ who kecps a” motor car and has to tour in thls Province, as finisters do,
not only endangers his car, but endangérs his life. Rs.2'50 a month 1s 2 very modest
sum for the risk undergone and the inevitable co]lis_ions‘wnh army lorries _and damage
due to driving on bad roads will swallow up many hundreds- of rupees in course of
twelve months. -

Now, Sir, as indicative of this Group’s criticism of certain clauses of the Bill, we
shall endeavour to table amendments later, If the Bill passes the Assembly, T hope,
the Ministry will accept the reasonableness of the view that they should draw the
increased salary from the same date as Government servants, 2. e., _the Ist July, 1944,
Alternatively, I suggest that Government servants should also be given the 10 per cent,
allowance from thg 1st March, 1944. It is no part of my case, Sir, that compensation
should not be given; in fact in my opinion, compensation is very long overdue. My
case is, however, that the Ministers should not treat themselves more generously ip
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;_‘,?: matter of r}:trospcctivc cffect than they treat their own employees.  In this respect,
for ‘}Tc Are c‘ntlthd to ask the Ministry to sct an example by proving that their regar

r their own employees is as high as their regard for the public purse.

_ Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : 1 rise, Sir, to oppose this Bill on general
principles in that this Bill provides for a salary which is not commensurate with the
paying capacity of Indian tax-payers. Sir, Congress after a good deal of investigation
ﬁx.c_d.thc maximum salary which the public offices in India should carry. Sir, the public
critizise the British Government for providing i the Government of India Act a salary
for f}}c Indian Civil Service which is far in excess of the standard fixed by the Congress
and it is one of the features for which the Government of India Act is characterised as
a hollpw show. 1 join with those hon. Members who spoke in connection with a preve-
ous Bill that as the Government of Assam have not been able to extend their helping
hand.g to the agriculturists to tide over the difficulties through which they are now passing,
that is, as we have not provided any money in the shape of agricultural loan to them for
purchasing plough cattle and agricultural implements, the prices of which have riscn
to 5 hundred per cent. and as we have not been able to provide any money for the ha
worked primary school teachers, it ill bechoves the Ministry to bring in such a Bill which
provides for swelling of their pockets.

With these words, Sir, T oppose this Bill. ”

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Mr. Speaker, Sir,
1 must thank my Friend, the Leader of the European Group, for his very kind and
sympathetic words as regards myself and for his conceding that the Prime Minister ought
to receive a higher salary than what is provided for in the Bill. But, Sir, I do not want
to be selfish and I must Jook to the interests, the needs and requirements of our pecople
and I have to see that my Colleagues are also paid such a salary as is ) commensurate to
the high post they hold, their present needs and the position and prestige that they have
to maintain. Mr. Whittaker has laid down four different heads of criticism with reg
to the present Bill. The first one he raised is this that the Ministry by their present
provision in the Bill arc looking to their own benefit, but they are callous to ‘t_h.-: needs of
the big category of Government servants serving under them. T hope, Sir, 1 will be
giving out no secret when I say that the Assam Government went the farthest than any
other Provincial Governments in recommending a pay increase of Government servants
drawing a thousand rupees and more. It was the Central Government which opposed
originally that proposal of the local Government. But this matter is still under corres-
pondence with the Central Government. 1 can, therefore, assurcmy Friend that on
this score he cannot lay any blame upon the Ministry. Then my Friend’s second:
criticism is that provision for an increase of salary is permanent and therefore his.
Group would have preferre- that the increase should have been by way of allowance as.
compensation for dear living. 1 do not think, Sir, that there 1s much force in this
argument, for, as wc have just now discussed on the point of.' _ordcr, that
it is open to any Ministry that succeed this Ministry to change the provision of salary,
We have got examples of this sort in this House that during the first Ministry we receiv.

ed a salary of Rs.2,500 for the Prime Minister and when_that Ministry was succeeded
by the Congress Ministry they repealed that provision and brought that salary ¢q,
bout permanent increase of salar

Rs.500. The difficulty mentioned by Mr. Whittaker a : :
will have no chance of arising when the Legislature has the power to fix a salary in each
change of Ministry. My Friend has been good enough to _consider dthat the mote,
allowance proposed is a desirable one and goes further that 1t 1 not adequate. If pyo
Friend is convinced of the inadequacy under this head but at the same time he o
complaining at.out doubling the house allowance he could very well move an ameng_
ment that whatever he thinks excess in the house allowance be ac_lded to the Moter
allowance, and I will then have ne objection laughter). My Friend has very righgi,
pointed out thatunder the Rent Control Order we have fixed 10 per cent. as the
e e o beeniead in w soum ke SUUORE, i e raiser o T
per cent. only. But this house auol.llc allowance is to be raised, 1t shou e raised to 3¢
& House,  Tinowthat fous of ﬂ?wancc is given to even those Ministers \:vho_ do not rent
em have got their own houses. Some live in their own

-

o
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well argued that

houses and yet they i .
y ey are granted the allowance. Then it could be vc}:') ld not get any

those who live in their own houses and do not rent houses shou B¢ :
house allowance. That will be an argument quite in keepl ~with'  the
argument that thie allowance is being. pro_vidcd only for enabling the
Ministers to live in decent quarters. The position of house

i1l last month my house

allowance is this. I personally know at my cost that whereas 11 3
rent was Rs. 150 and it has been doubled toyRa. 300 from the 10th of this “‘,"P‘hd_-mt
by a profiteering land-lord but as the house I live in being inadequate and I coul e
get any other house clsewhere I rented an extra house. Luckily as & house w{ﬂ_};ln
the same compound has fallen vacant and in order that I can live 2 little comfortably,
I had to rent that building as well. 1 think different hen. Members have had thesame
predicament to face and hence the increase of house allowance.

Lastly, my Friend has very reasonably argued that as his Group has always been

matter he has made a very feeling appeal to me that .if at
receive their increased salary and the Bill is passed, then
the first of July 1944 when the Government servants drawing pay
first monetary concession or rather increase in their salary. is 18 @
receive my sincere and careful attention and I will have to place this matter before my
Colleagues before T can commit to anything now. ‘ % 5
Sir, T have got one more word to add and that is in reply to my F “c‘-‘d Srijut
Lakshesvar Borooah. I have no quarrel cither with the principlcs--whmh he follow or
the factors that led them to adopt the principle of five hundred rupees salary to
Ministers. When the Leader of the Congress, namely, Mahatma Gandh pycscnbcd a
sum of Rs. 500 for the Viceroy as salary, I think it js magnanumous and
their Ministers. The

kind that the Congress Party allow a similar sum for Ly S
difference in outlook between them and us is this that we are realistic while they are

idealists.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is: :
¢« That the Ministers’ (Salaries and Allowances) Bill, 1944, be taken inte

eonsideration.”

The question was adopted.
The Assam S-peaker’s Salary Bill, 1944

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to introduce the Assam Speaker’s Salary Bill, 1944 and to move that the Bill

be taken into consideration. vy
As I stated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, the Bill, in commen with
allowances of Ministers and the emoluments of

the Bills to fix afresh salaries and v :
increasc in the salary fixed for the Speaker

Members of the Legislature, provides an 82
in 1937 on account of the increasc 1 the cost of living. It may be argued, Sir,

why the same proportion has not been _ﬁxcd for the _Hon’blc the Speaker as it
has been fixed in the case of Hon’ble Ministers. Two circumstances led Government

to come to this decision. In the first place, Sir, that your stay in Shilleng is for a

much shorter perio

the year round. Im the secon

reported to me and I place-it befo

entitled to draw halting allowance. ) _
The Hon’ble the SPFAKER : No ; That is net correct.

; ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am serry, Siy

3 3

 The Hon’ble Maulavi Saijyid Sir & .
but I know that while you are in Shillong you draw halting allowance. Then, again
Government have provided very decent quarters for the Speaker and rent COmp':areH‘ i

the present state of affairs in Shillong is not vesy high. Therefor -

}hought that if the equivalent g tl!:s Shmflz rc]?-t which has ‘Eeglcw;::v?;:&
or the Ministers i i to the Hon’ble er there wi R e T
him, -gii-. inisters is not given {0 ’ Mlp" ’ will be no denial of justice to

Lastly, that in the scheme of the inisters’ Bill from

provisions for house allowance and car allowance but in the Bill i?l;ﬂ;i ;hzc have been
the Speaker in 1937, there is no such scheme and only a sub -cl ’I: salary for
We want to raise the substantive salary by 25 per cent. stantial salary was fized.

it should be effective from
over Rs.250 got their

d than the Ministers who have to . remain in the Headquarters all
d place, Sir, when you go out of Shillong it has been
re the House subject to correction that you are

against the retro tive effect th i ision in the Bl in e
spective cffect they are opposed to this provi 1} the Ministry should .

s a matter which will-
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:l:h‘c Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Motion moved :

\gh?t t{{c ﬁ?j?g} :{J?i’ll\lff:\::[d;‘:;\ m\]i 1944 !:r: tul»;r:.;' o c'ullSirlt'I.llinll.”' _
what 1 desire to ~,~;n.: f,;, U”: .;”'},-', ) '! l‘_-';,_-"l“'-'lﬂ'r. Sir, at the verv l_u'umnmg of
clear. That pr;im is that I cor sid '-]‘ , ; o BifY, 1. a8 want to make ond Phids perfectly
W ot Tetvinced ‘th(-“sal'u'i;-; rf":r]ll :-i! \-.-fnr-lu tf;tll’).’ll-'f'll with the ~..|!;1|u-.-: obl‘:umng
ing that poi.nt 1 .';h’:}]‘ i-"-‘,,. by | gradegol this Legisiature are low i”“:l"'d' Follow-

: B o '_]"Hhc in the matter of the salary which the Speaker of this
Assc_mbl_y Fh-a»_vs, fm"]’ crmsulm-_nh:u it is at the moment much below that "wHicH RN
efﬁcu:nt.' ;'md gond g .‘)p.n;tkc;:, if T may say so Sir, without flattering you unduly, like
yours‘c]_f,_'ls‘h_'nrti‘l. I go further. I think the Speaker of this Assembly would be alTBst
underpaid at thé figzure to ‘which it is proposed to raise his dalarv in the ‘BillSHOW
before us. ;

: Another” aspect ol the case is that the present cost of living indicates an all round
FRCTCass -1, Yapss _bpt with all humility T do wish to submit that the time chosen for
-thc inlrddqqtlr)r} of this'Bill is }”“"‘“)’ t’l’]"’)l’lllll(:. I have admitted the necessity for
increased salaries on two grounds, but I think this House sHould consider Veryrehles
fully what action it will take regarding the proposal before us in view of what happened
s Motlon moved the other day for the increase of primary school teachers’ pay,
There is only one aspect of the Bill to which I have any legal objection and thatis
its retrospective eflect We i‘n these Benches have =1|\van)'s"1-c_§i,;1C(l .'-c-lms;|u-ctivc legisla-
tion and I sece no. reason for 'us to veer.from that policy on this occasion.
this aspect pf: the Bill will be dealt with when the time comes to table amendments ; so
I will content myself now hy remarking that I consider whatever happens to the Bill
it should not be given retrospective effect as from the first day of March, 1941, but
rather from the date that Government servants on the Rs. 1,000 grade draw a dearness
allowance, i.e., lst July 1944, ‘
Finaliy, Sir, as the cost of living has reached such heights as make it impossible for
n ment to provide al{SOIuLc compensation, it follows that the bhest it can do is to
- Therefore, Sir, I suggest the proposed increase should be
pay. This
For there

any Gover i
provide token compensation.
Jiven in the form of a special allowance, ra her than as an incrcase of basic

%icw is supported by the Statement of Objects and Reasons ol“the Bill itsell
it is stated that the proposediincrease of salary is to meet the rise in the cost of living,
which we hope has not come to stay.

Srijut LAK_SHESVAR BUROO_AH . Mr. Speaker, Sir, I shall be lacking in
moral CcOUTage l.f .] d()’nf)t oppose this Bill also on the same general principle on which
I opposed the Ministers Salaries Bill. Sir, you have heen good enough to recognise the
reasonableness of fixing ‘Rs.. 500 for public offices in India and you have been good
cnOUgh to fill in this g e ‘-Mth _that salary so many years. | crave your indulgence to

have filled in this office not with a distant idea of gain but in a spirit

say that you

of service for which we v ‘ ‘
crease of your salary will not'in my opinion, materially affect you. In the circumstances,

Sir, on the same principle I oppose this Bill.
> The Hon’ble

I do not know what to say on this occasion for 1 have got the .statement of
M;r. Blennerhassett that the salary proposed for you is inadequate, whereas my Frieng,
f\/{ " Lakshesvar Borooah _extollmg your sacrifice ﬁnapmgll-y with  which I agree,
thz;:t-; you have undergone 1n pursuing the Congrcss.pohcy !Jy mot drawing .even. g
salary of Rs. l,OOOLWI_uch was p.rovided' for you from’a long time. Frankly spe.ak_mg‘
Sir, 1 am providing 1m. this Bill for-an increased salary for the Speaker. T dg
'wis,h, Sir, that you'wﬂl continue, but God forbid, if' either on the demandyg
o yOus. PAREHOY at the dictates -of your
ublic ex'g :]f-sacrifi : :
show the same s? a & ‘f as you have shown. (Hear hear.) Therelore, Sir, although
1 am providing hOlt[‘hat gue‘:’.sl?]a_ry than what has been provided in the last Act, |
doubt very mugicnce 0¥ By ttlle ‘cll’e Permitted to draw that according to the dictates of
your own consc i ¢mands of party discipline for a low salary has been

i

No doubt, -

all bow down to you in gratitude. Sir, the provision of an. in.. .

Maulavi Saiyid Sit MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker, Sir,

conscience or on account of somga
ency, you do not occupy the Chair, anyone coming to the Chair may not
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adopted by the Congress Party. But keeping aside the objection of both Mr. Blenner-
hassett and Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah, atter due consideration we have fixed the salary
of the Speaker at Rs. 1,250 in the Bill.

My hon. Friend, Mr. Blennerhassett, has raised a point to which I have already
replied during the discussion of the previous Bill in connection with a question of
Br. Whittaker. I nced only advert to the argument of Mr. Blennerhassett that how
we are coming with the increased salary Bills when we could not provide for the
increased salary of the primary school teachers about which a Motion was passed only
the other day. The magnaitude of the expenditure involved in carrying out the Motion
about increased salary of the primary school teachers can be visualized when 1 state
the fact that by raising the salary of the primary school teachers by Re. 1 it will cost
the Province 1} lakhs of rupees every year.  If we take the average pay of the primary
school teachers at Rs. 15 per month, the cost will be in the neighbourhood of Rs. 30
lakhs. When the entire Education Budget is a little over 40 lakhs, can anyone
reasonably expect Government to increase the salary of only one section of the teachers
of the Education Department and increase the Budget by 75 per cent. ?

*Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : May I be allowed to say that I am speaking
rather on the terms of principle ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Now, 1 sec the
point of Mr. Blennerhassett. I think his point is that if the Speaker, the Members
and the Ministers are to be compensated for the hard living, then the case of. the
primary school teachers should not go unhceded. I can assure all that we are doing
our level best within the limitation of funds to give them some help. Recently Rs. 3
extra for each teacher was provided by Government and almost 75 per cent. of the
primary school teachers have been benefited by that. Government have also adopted a
acheme of helping teachers of aided primary schools, and also schools which do not get
aid from Government through the Local Boards. Any way, that is beside the point.

~ ‘The cost involved in this present Bill is only Rs. 3,000 annually and that involved
in the previous two Bills taken together will come to the neighbourhood of Rs. 60,000
cach. When Government have already incurred an expenditure of Rs. 73 lakhs

®Speech not corrected,

\U TR Gl
(d)—(i)—
June July August
1st half 123 1bs. 124 1bs. 120 Ibs.
2nd half 123 . 124 ,, 120 ,,

(if) 11 years 3 months 19 days (excluding remission).
14 years 7 months 29 days (including remission).

(717) 8 years 2 months 11 days (excluding remission). ~
5 years 4 months 1 day (including remission).

(¢)—The question of her prematuré release was recently examined and it was

decided that it was incxpedient to release her at present.
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : Was her case considered by the Jail Advisory
Board, Sir ? . .
rT’helHom’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : That is altogether a new question,

Sir, which I cannot reply off-hand. !
. ‘lgallacu DAKSHIN}{) RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: May I know, Sir, why

it was considered inexpedient to release her at present ? j
The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: It is quite obvious, Sir, that she

cannot be relecased now for reasons of security.
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annually for helping some classes of Government servants, [ hope the House will sec
the réasortableness of passing the modest demand in theswe threc Bills. ;
Fhe ‘Hon'ble the.SPEAKER : The question 1s: e i oo idh
“T'hat the Assam Speaker’s Salary Bill, 1944, be taken into consideration,
The question was . adopted.. | - ¥

‘The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I nay inform the hon. Members that “‘il_l‘
- to these two.Bills I haye also.in my possession the recommendation of His Exce
:-the Governor under section 82.(3). gros .

regard
llency

. Timely correction of specches by Members

The Hon’blé the SPEAKER : Now, with regard to one matter 1 would like 0 'd!ga'w
‘the attention of hon. Members. It has been brought to my notice that hon. :\flcn?"Ff'
are’not taking as much care as they should have in regard to  correcting the t{':msct:lzi 5
speeches and teturning them in time. T hope, the hon. Members will _!‘L‘HI'S"— ) f‘..c_
great deal of inconvemience is caused to the Assembly Department in_ having th.f-pl:pg;:d
dings of the Assernbly published in time, Moreover, if the transcripts go ”"_LO-r;E{
and printed with mistakes that smight, have crept in, it would beawvery, un ‘cggﬁ
feature of the proceedings.  So, I would request hon. Memberg o take  propet
in correcting their speeches and returning them in time. :

Adjournmént

a0 0t i . il e 2beh” Novembtr
0 The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 a.m., on Monday, the 120" NV 4k
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reasonableness of “ning “Ks. 50v 1or punnc offices n India and you have been good
enough to fill in this office with that salary so many years. I crave your indulgence to
say that you have filled in this office not with a distant idea of gain but in a spirit

of service for which we all bow down to you in gratitude. Sir, the provision of an-in. .
crease of your salary will not’in my opinion, materially affect you. In the circumstances,

ir. on the same principle I oppose this Bill. - i , Lo, m o,
Sir, %’hc Hon’blepMauII;vi Saiy{jd Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I do not know what to say on this occasion for 1 have got the .statement of
M;r. Blennerhassett that the salary proposed for you is inadequate, whereas my Frieng.
Mr. Lakshesvar Borooah extolling your sacrifice ﬁnapc:g:ll»y with wlnqh. It agree,
that you have undeigone in pursuing the Congress _policy by mot drawing .even.
salary of Rs. 1,000-which was provided for you from'a long tlfn)e. Frank]y' spe‘ak;ng’
Sir, I am providing in this Bill for-an increased_salary for the Speaker. I do
wish, Sir, that you will continue, but God forbid, if either on - the demandg

on your party or at the dictates -of your conscience or on account of some 3
ng to the Chair may ngt

public exigency, you do not occupy the Chair, anyone coml
show the same self-sacrifice as you have shown. (/Hear hear.) Therefore, Sir, although,
I am providing for a higher salary than what has been provided in the last Act, |
doubt very much that you will pe permitted to draw that according to the dictates of
your own conscience or by the demands of party discipline for a low salary has been







