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Proc:edings of the Fifteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative Assembly,
assembled under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 2 p. m. on Friday the
17th November, 1944,

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten
Hon’ble Ministers and sixty-four Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS —~
STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)
R¢ Mustard oil
Mr. BAIDYANATH L\IO()KERJEE asked =

*62. (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge aware that nrustard oil is one of the
principal food articles for the people of the Province ? ,

() Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that mustard oil helps nourishment of
the human body and supplies one of the important vitamins in our every day food ?

(¢) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether ha: proposes to
enquire as to whether the non-availability of this important food article is causing
malnutrition in the health of the general public ?

(d) 1If so, does the Hon’ble Minister propese to puta stop to the said
malnutrition going on any further ? )

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD: SAADULLA replied :

62. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes. A .- ;
(¢)—No. Mustard oil' is still available up to requirement.
(d)—Does not arise.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Has any complaint been received

sam Valley that there is scarcity of mustard oil ?
from e A ble Mdulavi Saiyid Sic MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  Yas, Sir,
oo ijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Is it a fact that in Shillong, mustard
oil has been rationed at 3 chataks per head for the whole month ? " i
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: That is so, Sir.
+Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Do Government consider it sufficient, Sir 2
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : This is probably
not sufficient but the ration has been fixed with reference to the availability of stock. )
+Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Do Government admit that the supply is

t sufficient
a S"Il‘h(: 1'::II-Ijicm'blt:: Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 3 chataks are

t sufficient.
g sIlé'.h:i.::fnBzzr.hadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Do Government propose to take

at Assam Valley gets sufficient quantity of mustard oil ?
smps’f‘ﬁ;cl?lc:lr:’blc Maulavi ga%yid Sir MUI—CILAMMAD SAADULLA : I made a long
statement yesterday about mustard oil. b
+Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: In view of the fact that 3 chataks
are not sufficient, will Government be pleased ta take steps to increase the supply in
this district ?
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULTLA:  Government are
taking ' every step but unless the oil or the secd is allowed to be broughtin by the
Ibiegiona.l Priority Committee there is very little hope but I am doing my level

c2t. '

tMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : [Is it a fact that there is acute shortage of
mustard oil in the District of Sibsagar ? :
_ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, we heard
it from the Khan Bahadur yesterday., -

tMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What steps Govermment are taking to
remove the shortage ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADURLA: Tt was already
answered yesterday.

tMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: T “understand from the reply to my
Question No. 62 (¢) that mustard oil is still available up to reguirement. If that

1 | ; :
gc the case, will Government please state why there should be scarcity 1 a
istrict ? '

_The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADI ILLA: 1 started by
saymg,'Slr, that at the time the reply was drafted we did not hear that, We m‘l.\'
heard it from the Khan Bahddur yesterday,

tSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know, Sir, imder the present
arrangement, cannot Shaw Wallace supply mustard oil to this Province ?

~ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I'hey have been
%wen permit to import 1 lakh maunds of mustard oil into the Province from the United
rovinces for the Surma Valley.

tSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURIL: Will Government be pleased to
grant facilities to other traders also to import mustard oil for the Assam Valley: as well
as for Shillong, where there is'such a scarcity? .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Tam willing to
grant permit to any one who can make his own transport arrangement.

Re Gur

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

*63. (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge aware that the Gur supplied to  the
public by Government is not fit for human consumption ?

; (b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he proposes
to take steps for regular supply of hetter quality Gur in future ?

, (¢) If the answer to Question (@) above i$ in the negative, will the Hon’ble
_Ivl‘imstcr be pleased to state whether he has éver scen - and tested himself the Gur that
is now served to the public by Government ? o~

(d) If not, whether he proposes to do so now in order tosee for himself
whether the Gur is quite fit for hy S baeadd ot P
The Hon’ble Mauh T ! rnan (,f)l“l_.‘sl_.ll'ni)lll)n s X 0 "
o .( ol avi Saiyid Sir MUHBAMMAD SAADULLA “replied :
dhi d da)— (()IV(irnment have  got no information but sotne’ consignments oot
ged due to delayed transport but were not unfit for consumption.
Sy d'i%)TYC'S’ hut itis difficult to have a strict (Z]l.()-iC(_: between ‘ rood an(‘] _ba‘d. in

. thiculty tn getting transport as well as availability of stocks (fom the importing
Provinces. *

(¢)—Does not arise,
(d)—Does not arise.

Govetn;]en?ﬁigzﬁgﬁ'r}l MOOKER]JEL:  As regards 0 ucstion No. 63 (“)““Are

at Sylhet because of bi:lhc{ilf;?g}{?pepers refused to tak‘}(: goods from Government stores‘
The Hon’ble N MAEFR R tr oy i : . :
I e Hlon ble Maulavi Saiyid §ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It is probably
50. an carlier” daje of this Session that a consignment which was long

delayed in transit and which, A o
i : S ' was bro : the steamer got damaged and th;
consignment was generally not liked bry %ilgl;ul?;rg D 8 1at
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#Mr. BAIDYANALH -MOOKERJEE: May 1 know to which district that
consignment was distributed ? 23y

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sivr. MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Shillong, Sylhet
and Gauhaui. :

fBabu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May I know who indented that consignment
for Government ? :

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It was the Govern-
ment Agent. :

tBabu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May I know the name of the Agent ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It was Shaw
Wallace and Company.,

Control of prices of food-stuffs.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :
*64. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge be pleased to state— ]
(a) The principle underlying the whole matter of control of -prices of food-
stufls, ctc: ?
() Whether it is the intention of Government to.contro
food articles in the Province ?
(¢) Whether he is aware that as soon as the price :
disappears [rom open markets totally and it is sold in black-
a rate mucn higher than that at which it was selling at pre
times ?
(d) Whether he proposes to ensure the supply of a thn
controlled ?
*65. Wiil the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge be pleased to state—
(a) 'The basis on which price of a thing is fixed and controlled ? .
(b) Why a controlled article goes to the black-market as soon as its price 1s
controlled ? ’ ;
(¢j Whether the Hon’ble Minister proposes to control a thing in such a way
in [uture that it continues to remain in the-open markets ?

| prices of all sorts of

of an article is controlled it
markets at
-control

1g before its price 1s

The Hon’bie Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
64. (a)—The principle in view is that traders and dealers do not exact much too
large a prolit from  consumers and that a unilorm price 18 charged throughout the

Province.
(b)-—No, not until circumstances demand to do that.
1 : (¢)--Not at all times and in all instances.
l {(d)—Control of price is also a necessary preliminary to a supply.

T Mr BAIDYANATH i\{OOl\:ERJ EE: As regards reply to Question No. 64 (a),
Sir, just to maintain a uniform price throughout the Province Wi L :
pleased to state whether this procedure is being followed throughout the Province ?

as the Government imported articles are concerned. 3 L e

TBabu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May I know whether the control 1s preliminary
to supply or supply is preliminary to control ?

'll"ll1g I—Ion’ll)lc yI\fIa.ul-a.\«’i Saiy?cl Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Control comes
subsequent to supply. o

tSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Will G_Overnrnent be pleased to
change their present policy and withdraw all control of prices about the food-stuffs
which are produced in this Province ?
. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAA_DU_LL:A: The only
food-stuff which is produced in this Province in suflicient quantity 1s rice and paddy.
Under the policy laid down by the Government of India, we have controlled the prices
of many commodities. ‘
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' fBabu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: 1sit not a fact that by price control without
ensuring supply, Government create blackmarket ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That is obvious,
Sir,

tMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Will Government be pleased to state
what step they have taken to remove blackmarketing where they have found that
after the control of the price the commodity has disappeared ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - By improving
the supply of the commodity and kceping a strict watch over the market condition.

tSrijut  ROHINI KUMAR" CHAUDHURI: Are Government aware that
in certain districts the price of fish has been fixed ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, Sir.

TSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Are Government aware that
when the control was introduced on the price of fish at Gauhati, the fish disappeared
from the market ; but as soon as the control was withdrawn, fish became available in
the market and the price also gradually declined ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have had no
official report .about it. But the gradual decline of the price of fish was partly
due to the approach of the winter when large fisherics began to be operated on by the
lessees. -

. tSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : But the control was withdrawn in the
month of July or earlier, -

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Fish was scarce
in the month of July as it was  in the previous month, but it became plenty at Gaubhati,
Shillong and Sylhet towards the end of September.

TBabu KAMINI. KUMAR SEN : Are Government aware that since the first
of Novemnber, fish has again become scarce in Sylhet ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have not had
any report about it as yet. But while I was at Sylhet recently, I discussed this
question with the Deputy Commissioner and he informed me that fish was plentiful
andlthaf he had allowed about 200 maunds for the Military and abut 100 maunds for
Shillong.

tBabu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Isita fact that the price became Jower after
the withdrawal of the control order ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: T have had no
official report about it, -

M BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Are Government aware that the price
. was reduced from the bcgmning of November ?

" hgsrijfggRtEiIONf I%UhfiAR CHAUDHURI: May I know what harm is thcrefin

ithdrawi ntrol or : ¥ T Y
;;rgc exiiont ﬁ;om Be Provinz:; ;Jn the price of fish so long as there is no possibility

ol oo Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: As soon as the

control will be withdrawn, th . i : std
#ic local people willaugi, ere will be a large export of fish from the Province

UMAR CHAUDHURI: T could not follow the reply of
iogarding the relation between export and control of price. How

can the control of pri : 4 o ;

Hon'ble Prisiser top % ;;12€ If.';ltl ,Prevent it going out of the Province ? May I ask the

" The Hon’ble Maulay; R s o ; 4 ' el
dity is controlled by GOVelrn;?rt? St’llzr MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: When a commo

— oy are to see that the supply of it is sufficient and

1S
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therefore ban on export of it is likely to occur. In cases where there is no control and -
the supply is also sufficient, there is no bar to anyone to export the commodity.

tSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Cannot export be checked by any
means other than con‘rol of price ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That will again
ruin the trader. If export is controlled where the supply is greater, the producers
Will suffer in lowering of prices.

TMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Did the people demand introduction of control
price or Government thrust it on them ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Wherever it was
necessary to control the prices of any article, it was recommeded by the local officers
and we have extended the form of price control.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

65. (a)—In the case of imported commodities prices are fixed on the basis of the
cost price paid at the source, freight charges, wastage in transit, shrinkage in storage
and other incidental charges. In the case of rice and paddy prices are fixed with
referer.ce to those of other articles that the producers are to buy.

(b)—Not necessarily.  In some cases it goes to the blackmarket. Due to
the gencral tendency of the trading class to exact as much as is possible from the
Consumers und also largely due to the fact that public do not co-operate.

(¢)—Certainly. i

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I know of the other incidental
charges as mentioned in reply to Question 65 (a) 2
- 1The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: They entail.
charges incurred in bringing the commodities either by rail or steamer into the godown
and in cases where boat is to be used, the boat charge.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Do Government charge any cess ?

Tt Che Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, Government
charge a cess. 0,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKILR]JEE: In reply to my Question 65 (a) the
Hon’ble Premier said that in the case of imported commodities prices are fixed on the
basis of the cost price paid at the source, freight charges, wastage in transit, shrinkagc
in storage and other incidental charges. In reply to my supplementary question
he says that cess is also charged. May I know why this was nct included in the

reply ? )
tThke Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have already

answered that in reply to the supplementary question. i
tBabu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: May I know whether

the prices of rice and paddy have been fixed in reference to other articles of foodstuff ?

1The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It has already"
been answered that in the case of rice and paddy prices are fixed with reference to
other articles that the producers are to buy.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I know whether the present prices
of rice and paddy are commensurate to the prices of other commodities which the
cultivators are to buy ?

1The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: In many caseg
there is co-relation between the prices of rice and paddy and other commuodities, byt
in some cases the prices of the commodities - that the cultivators are to buy are higher
than the prices of rice and paddy.

TSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May Iknow roughly the differenca
in prices of commodities at the source from where Government get them and at Plac.s
where they are actually sold by retailers and wholesalers ?
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The Hon’bie Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMD SAADULLA ¢ It depends on the
prices of the comimodities at which they are bought by Government and the freight or
trar sport charges to be paid.  But il my hon. Friend wints to know what commission
is allowed to the retail sellers, I am not prepired to answer it.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEL :  Sir, as n-_!_rm'(l[u; Question No.65 /b) the reply
is that some commodities o to the blackmarkets largely due to the non-co-operation o
the public with the Govermment. Are Government aware that pcople do not willingly
go to the Hlackmarket but they are compelied to go there ?

 The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;1 cannot say for
the zener:l public. But what we have foundin our official capacity is that large num-
ber of coraplaints arc being poure d into my cars but whenever I ask those comn-
plainants to put them down in writing, they fight shy.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE:  Will Government please state whether this
Government ever went to the blackmarket ?

¥ 'he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I will give -a@
instance, Sir. In the carly days of my Ministry, that is in December 1942, 1 had to
bring 10,00 bags ol sugar from blackmarket.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEIL: Then, what are we to understand, S1Ts
whether Government went there willingly or they were compelled to go to the black
market?

1 Thz How’ble Maulavi Saiyid >ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We had to 89
there beczuse our stock in the Province was practically nil at that time.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKLERJEE: Do Government appreciate that this is also
the case with the individual house-holders, .¢., with the public ?

1 The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Government ne-
ver deny taat, but all that L say is thai those very persons who are very loud in complain-
ing will ncver put their signatures to any written document saying that such and such
person is blackmarketing and they are unwilling to go to the Court to give evidence.

Mr. 3AIDYANATH MOOKLERJEL :-—Are Government aware that the bli{Ck'
marketers do not sell their commodities to those persons who are likely to stand against
therm and bring them betore 2 Gourt.

1 The How’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: My experience
is different, Sir.

_ Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Am I to understand that the Hon’ble.
Prime ‘NI: lister has got experience of going to the blackmarket also (Laughter) ? .

T Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Are Government aware that blackmar-
kets thrive not because ol the apathy of the public  but because of the disinclination
of tae Districtwdfficers to take actions against the blackmarketers ?

T The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That depends’
upon tl}e activities of the EXcFuuvl:. I can say, Sir, that in Shilong five cases of black-
mz_irketmg were detected and in all these cascs, thpse who complained, relused to supply
evidence hefore the court.

T Sijut ROHINI KUMAK CHAUDHURI: May I ask the Hon'ble Prime

yéHISter 10 let us know what is the total amount of commission that is paid to the
ifferent puchasing agencies outside Assam including the wholesalers and retailers ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It is out of order.
Daily allowance for Jurors

Mr. SAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :
‘ 6 Wlll‘t,ovcrn_ment be pleased to state the rates of daily allowance sanctioned
for the jurors for the years 1939-40 and 1944-45 ?

k. —
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The Hon’ble Srijut RTTPNATH BRAHNMA replied :

giﬁ,-wﬂ'l'hr' dailv allowance for jurors both for 1939-40 and 1944-45 is, for' each
day of attendance at Court, such sum not exceeding five rupees as the Court considers
1o be a fair recoupment ol the additional cost (if any) incurred by the juror on account
of his own bhoard and lodgine.

1 Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Are Government aware that the jurors are
being paid at the same rate at which they used to be paid four years back ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA :  Sir, the rate cannot vary- from year
to year. [t has been laid down under rule 29 of the Contingency Manual. And as a
matter of fact, I have not as vet received anv complaint in this respect from the
Jurors,.

f Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURT: Will Government take note of’ the
flbm)rmnl condition of the present time and sce their way to increase the rate of the
Jurors ? ;

The Hon'ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Up till now we have nct received
any complaint from the jurors in this respect.

$Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURTI: Arc the town jurors paid anything,
Sir, in the shape of carriage or anything of that kind ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : That I cannot say off-hand, Sir.

Babu DAKSHINA 2ANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI : Wili Governme:nt recon-
sider the quesdon of increasing the jurors’ allowance, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : 1f we get any representation from
the jurors we may take it into consideratior.

Case for profiteering and hoarding

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEL asked :
x67. Will Government be pleased to state-— )

(a) The number of cases filed in different courts for profiteering and '}iomding_
during 1943-44 showing (i), the names of accused persouns, (i) their
places of residence and (4#7) the charge against each of them separately,
district by district ? N

(b) The number of cases tried ¥ vl T8,

(¢) The number of persons convicted showing (7) the names of ‘the convicted
persons or firms, cte., and () the extent of punishment (figures to be

shown district by district)

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied : _
67. (a), (b)) & (¢)—Government have no information but have called for the
same [rom the Deputy Com missioners. 3
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, is not the answer a hopeless one ?
What was the good ot giving this sort of reply, Sir ? TA
~ The Hor’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA :. I have alrg—:ady stated that Goverp.
ment have called for the information from the Deputy Gommissioners. :

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: = Sir, Government. could have waited o
some time more. The Session is not going to be over to-day. I doubt whether any jp.
formation has been called for at all. \ :

- The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : I may tell the hon. Meniber thatr
if t{:le information is made available during the current Session, T am preparéq to
reply. E = 4

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Thank you, Sir, this may be a reply,

. T Speech not corrected,




: e
928 QUESTIONS [1770 NO

Newspaper article r¢ “Kidnapping” for Ghafua purposes

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked : i
*68. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the elitorial al'“.con
published in the ““Sylhet Chronicle™, dated the 19th September, 1944 under the capt’sc’
““Kidnapping” giving and alluding to instances of kidnapping for Ghatua purp©
and urging a legislation for putting down this evil practice ? a=
(b) If so, what action has been taken by Government to stop the long star
ing nuisance ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

63. (a)—Government have seen the article. ) 362>
(b)— Government, after consulting local officials, consider that sections

363 and 377 of the Indian Penal Code, which provide heavy penalties for abductiotl:yf
kidﬂappi'lg and unnatural oTenc:s, are sufi:ient provided they are reinforced e
co-operation of the public in the few areas where this practice is said ty exist. Legt
jation will not itself affect such practices which are already illegal.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, in view of the fact that in spite ©
these sections being in the Statute Book this sort of thing is going on, do not Go'-’c*'n.“r
ment consider it necessary to take some other step so that this evil may be cradicated *

The Hon’blc the SPEAXER : What other step the hon. Member suggests ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Government’s answer is that there is no
sufficient co-operation from the public. What co-operation do Government want ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I said, Sir, that
legislation will not produce any effect. Because such practice is already declared 2%
illegal.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Sir, is it a fact that the National WaTf
Front in the Surma Valley is encouraging the Ghatua Nach ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 absolutely
repudiate the suggestion of my hon. Friend.

Re Oranges

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :
*69. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether they kccppa::;c st:tisiics of oranges that are grown in the
Province and if so, what are they, district by district, for the last
five years ? ) _

(8) The quantity of oranges exported for the last five years district by

) , district, showing the method of transport ?
- Ihe Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA replied :
69.(a)—No statistics are kept.
(6)—No information.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOK he Hon’be Minist
: ERJEE: May I know from the Hon’ble Minister,
tole?iquantxty of oranges that was sold {hrough thz Government Agency or Marketing
Cf;_;l ‘fithls Government in Calcutta ?
¢ Hon’ble Mr, NABA KU TTA: If the hon. Member wants the
ﬁggre about the quantity of oran MAII{d ]?1Uu h our Agency in Calcutta, Ican give
R BATHA ST two yedrs, 1041-42-4 32,070, ; 1942-43—22,320
r. N ] - 9 b 72 ’ . 1
future ? ANATH MOOKERJEE: Will Government please kcep a record in
The Hon’ble Mr. NABA ' ' i i I
_ ; KUMAR DUTTA: Government will consider the sug-
gestion of the hon. I\-{emb_ e s 4 ) Y seful PUSC will be
served by kecping the rr:co:cll”.‘ R & rLoUbtmL, PReETER BAS B



e

™

1944, QUESTIONS 929 .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE:  TIs it a fact that there was a great deal of
agitation in this Tonse about oranees and Government could not say how much could
be exported outside the Province after meeting “the military and civil ch‘m:ll_ldb‘ hert <

The Hon'ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: At present no orangc is sent to
Calcutta because of the transport difficulty.  Besides Calcutta market, the growers
send their oranees themselves to Chittagone and other places and we do not get these
figures from them.  Theretore, it is difficult to keep a record of all the oranges that are
&ported from the Provinee

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE:  If the growers can arrange their own trans-
Sport, will Governiment allow them to export outside the Province w i

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA :  Yes, if they can arrange their own
transport.

Admission of male patients in the Ganesh Das Women’s Hospital

Mr. BAIDYVANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

*70. ‘) s it afact that in the Ganesh Das Women’s Hospital at Shillong, male
Patients were and are being admitted causing great inconveniences to _ihl‘- ladies ?

5) U so, whether Government propose to remove this situation ?
The Hon’ble Miss MAV IS DUNN replied :
70. (a)-—Male Arinv oflicers are  being admitted and treated in the Ganesh
Das Women’s Hospital for the past three years. This is being done at the request
of the military autharities owing to a shortage of beds in Shillong. No inconvenience,
whatsoever is caused to the female patients and no complaint over this long period
has been received by the Lady Superintendent or by Government.
(M —Does not arise,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister take it from me
that there is a great deal of asitation “in this town for admitting malq patients 1in a
women’s hospital ? '

*The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: This has not been brought to my notice,
Sir. . g b :

Mr. BAIDYANA I'H MOOKERJEE: I have brought it to her notice, Sir. Wil
the Hon’ble Minister constder the question now ? .

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: Very well, I shall-consider that.

" tBabu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: May 1 know what
- particular diseases are treated on men there ? - ; i

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: I cannot answer that question ()ﬂ:-]umd.

TSrijut ROHINT KUMAR CH \UDHURI: Is it not _nlnct tl};lt (JOV{‘[‘;”I?SI’I[:
is breaking the Trust for which this women’s hospital was originally built and subserip-
tions reccived, by admitting male patients to the hospital ? _ . '

The Hon'ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: I do not think thercis any 1)11::11{1'!1}4‘ of the
Trust. These are abnormal times and abnormal things are being done. This should
be considered as a War Emergency action. ‘ 3 y

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: We want a sympathetic answer fromthe
Hon’ble Minister, specially when it concerns women. i ; {

iBabu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CT—IAL!D]:IURT: Is it ; fact that in
that hospital there are only doctors whe are proficient 1n female diseases *

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: That is not so, Sir.

#Srijut ROHINTI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know how many seats have
been allotted to men ? "

The Hon’bic Miss MAVIS DUNN: I cannot answer that off-hand.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mav Iknow how many scats are there
altogether ? '

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: I think about 60 now,

FSpeech not corrected.
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1Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: When there is competition for a
seat between men and women, who will get the preference ! (Loud laughter.)

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: I have already said there is no  inconve-
nience caused to the female paticnts, therefore there is no such competition. Everybody
is accommodated.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : 1 personally visited the hospital and T
heard complaints from the paticnts which I found genuine too.

TSri_jut IQOIIINI KUI\’IAI{ (:Il\[,])ll[l(l - I Carll also :-|1|';-(r‘e[ Mr. ‘.\!(H)k('l'_it'l?
to that effect.

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: Itis very strange that those complaints have
not been made to me. j

tBabu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon’ble
Minister preparzd to reconsider the question in  view ol the complaint made by
Mr. Mookerjee ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: 1 have given that assurance

Quantity of petroleam extracted by the Assam Qil Comnpany

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :

*71. Will the Hon’ble Minister for Revenue be pleased  to - statc
(a) The quantity of petroleum "X_U'r'l(:'.trrl by the Ass m Qil Company,

in cach of the years 1941, 1942, 1943 and 1914 ¢

(b) The amount of royalty realised in each of thosce years ?
(c) Whether there is any Government Agency to ascertain
petrolecum extracted by the Company ? . '
(d) If not, whether Government proposc to appoint a checking  authority on
behalf of this Government ?

Digboi

the quantity of

/!

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

71. (a)—TIt is regretted that in the interest of sccurity the  production figures
disclosed during the War. .
A be(b;si(l)?i ures f'or%ca]r;ndar years arc not readily available, Rovalty realised
in the financial years 1941-42 to 1943-44 are stated below :—
Rs.

1941-42 ... ... 602,024

1942-43 ... ... 8,39,331

1943-44 ... vee 9,03,249

(0) & (d)—Govcrnment may at any time depute any ol 'tlu-ir oflicers to check
the figures returned by the Company. They have not done so hitherto  partly because
these figures are audited by competent Ghartcrc_d Accountzmt? and partly lmf:nuse rhcy
have no reason to believe that the returns submitted by the Company arc 1naccurate,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: By whom these competent Chartereq

: ?
Acco%rﬁt: rﬁina;rb(icalg}l:»g:llaticil MUNAWWAR ALI: Appointed by the Companys accord.-

ing to the terms of the lease.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Ido not understand  what the TTon’ble
Minister means by the term ¢‘security’’. There is some sense il Government reiused to
disclose the quantity of petrol. But petroleum is a different thing from petrol.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Petroleum is a bye-product.

TSpeech not corrected
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Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Excuse me, Sir. Petroleum is a mother crude
product from which petrol, kerosere, and  many other things are manufactured.

Mr.BAIDYANATIE MOOKERJEE: May I'ask the hon. Questioner whether
the Hon’ble Minister is expecied to know all these technical things ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, petroleum is a crude product,
I am sorry for the slip, Sir.

Srijut LAKSIESVAR BOROOAH: This is 1 common knowledge, Sir. May

know {rom ihe Hon'ble Minister who realise the royalty on natural products like

limh(‘r, stone quarries, cte. - .
=  The Hon ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Officers of Government authorised

¥

to realise such rovalties.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Who are those officers ?

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : The question relates to petroleum, but the hon.
Member is straying.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: ‘The reply is that Government may
at any time depute an otlicer to check the figures returnedby the C()Inp‘any.
g Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Have Government up till now done so
in the casc of petroleum ? 2

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The reply is there, Sir: “they
have not done so hitherto partly because these figures are audited by competent
Chartered Accountants and partly because they have no reason to believe that the
returns submitted by the Company are inaccurate’. e

Mr. BAIDYANATII MOOKERJEE: Sir, from the answer it 1s quite clear
do not doubt the return submitted by the Gompany, and so they

of sending any Accountant on behalf of the Government.

Hon’ble Minister whether the same procedure is followed in

that Government
do not feel the necessity
May I know from the

any other casc in the Province ? ) )

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALIL: LEach case is considered on its
own merits. . ’

Mr. A. WHITTAKER: Is not the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Govern-
ment of Assam collect 30 lakhs of rupees {rom agricultural income-tax exactly on
the same basis, viz., on a Ghartered Accountant’s certificate ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir.

Medical practitioners’ fees for attending professional calls

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHOUDHURY asked :

*79. 'Will Government be pleased to state—
(¢) Whether dhere is any rule fixing the rate of fees _chargcab]e by Medical
practitioners in Assam for attending professional calls given by

satients ?

(b) 1l so, what fee is chargeable by (i) Medical Licentiates and (i) Medica]

oraduates for attending such calls ?
(¢) If not, whether Government propose to fr

behalfl ? _
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied : ;

ame rules immediately on this

72.((1)'—1\]-0- )
(b)—Does not arisc.
(¢)—No.
Conveyance charges for Government doctors for attending Governmelu

servamnts
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHOUDHURY asked :
%73 Will Government be pleased to state— )
(@) Whether Government doctors arc permitted under the rules t
. conveyance charges from any sick Government servant residip, O take
five miles of the headquarters station of the Government dg Within
attending to his call ? OCtor fop
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(6) Whether Government are awar Grovernment  doctors
at Shillong charge  convevan allowance  {rom sick  Government
servants, residing within the Municipal area of the town, for  attending
to their calls
(¢) It the reply to question (a; above is in the allicinative, whether  Govern-
behalfl 2

that some  of the

]

ment propose to abolishh the rmile on thi

‘the Hon'ble Miss MAVIS DUXNN replied :
-No, but Medical Ofticers hiable to atiend entitled persons without charg-
by the patient i |':-r||lir('d to

73. {a)-
ten tiles trom ™

i
ing fces should be paid the actual cost of conveyance
attend such patient outside Municipal limits, but with'n a distance of
their headquaniers.
(b)-- Noa.
{¢)-—Does nmt arise.
tSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT: May | know how is it practi-
cable for a doctor 1o go round to all the patients when  there are hundreds of Govern-
ment servants in this town without some sort of convevance

The Hon’bie Miss MAVIS DUNN: Fortunately for all concerned, Sir, all the

hundreds of Government servants oo not iall 11l at the same time.
AMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : With regard to (b)), mayv I know whether Govern-
ment will issuc instructions to all the Government  doctors that they should not
charge anything from a  sick Government  servant  residing within  the municipal
limits of a town ? ’
The Hon'ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: T do not think such
desirable : reasonable conveyvance charges should be paid by the patients, il necessary.
fMaulavi ABDUIL BA (1 CHAUDH! 'l{\'_: IH there any rate of fe s for that ?
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: No, Sir. ‘
TSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDIIURI: Will Govermment change l_hn exist-
. the alternative, pro-

ing rule and permit doctors to take convevance charges, or in
p ¥ |
GGovernment

instructions are

conveyaneo .

MAVIS DUNN: Thereis no bar (o the doctors taking

vide them with
The Hon’ble Miss

conveyance charges.
Bogus Co-operative Stores in Karimganj Subdivision

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked:

will Government be pleased to state- .

@) Whether they arc aware that many bogus  Co-operative Stores have been

‘ %[;11'(.(‘(1 in the K'?“‘EIH'_’;JHU' Subdivision ])V SO Ime interested persons .‘)nl}r’
to have o regul v supply of essential commodities, by lorging the names
of alleged share-holders and without receiving any sharc moncey from
them and the alleged share-holders of which, do not even know the

*74,

existence of such stores ? ﬁ
‘) Whether such stores before registration were inspected by the oflicers

concerned ?
The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKTA replied :

74, (a) —— No. .
(b} — Does not arise.

Assam Tea Labourers’ Association cum Assam Chotanagpuri Association

Mr. BINODE KUMAR. J. SARWAN asked : ,
the Assam Tea Tabourers’ Association cum

#75. Are Government aware that ] ; L
Assam Chotanagpuri Association has been in existence for many years since Provincial

Autonomy was given and that it is the only organization of the Tea Labour Community

in Assam ?

TSpeech mnot corrected.
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The Hon’hle Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI renlied :

(o —Govermment ace awaee that there is an Association of this name.

Mr., C. W, MORLLEY :  Mav I kaow. Sir, what is the total number of lbe-paying
members of bhoth these ssoctations -

The Tion'ble Maunlavi MUNAWIWAR ALL: This Association was formed by
themselves, but so far-as I am aware it is  not registered.

Mr. C. W. MORILEY: Is there any lee payable for membership ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: T am not aware of that, Sir,

Srijut  ROHINT KUNAR CHAUDHURI: May I  know either from the
Hun’h]' .\“lli}i{t‘l or the hon. (,f_:('.\!in‘m;' whether l.llL‘SL‘ e.t-g;u'clvn lnbonrers have
already scttled in the  Provinee ?

TMr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Yes, they are permanently settled
in the Province of Assam.  They have made Assam  their home. '

Lands for ex-Garden Labourers

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN asked ¢
*¥76. Will Government be pleased (0 state
(a) Whether Government are doing anything to provide lands for cultivation
for the Liddless ex-rarden labourers ?
(b) Whether Govermment propose to allow settlement of some Government
waste lands and reserves tor cultivation by the ex-garden labourers ?
The Honble Manla i MU NAWWAR ALL replied : ;

76 {a & (b)—- "I heeeis no restriction on the settlement of land with ex-garden
labourers . The attention of the hon.  Member is invited to the replies gi\"(‘l; to his
Question (Starrcd) No.85 in tne 1943 November Session of the Assembly.

tSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Are any reserves being thrown
open to these  ex-gnrden labourcrs ! ' ,

The Hon’ble _\-‘Lllll:l\._ MUNAWWAR ALI: No, Sir; not particularly, because
the whole of Assam is  available to them.,

5

Godowns for storage of paddy and rice in Surma Valiley

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

# 77. (a) Are Government aware that the Government Agents for procurement of
paddy and rice in the Surma Valley face much  difficulties in purchasing paddy and

rice for want ol godowns

_ (b) Arc {)mvcrmnvn[ aware that very olten these Agents stop purchases for
want ol godowns !
(¢) Are Government aware that when Government Agents stop purchases
the paddy market goes down resulting in loss by cultivators ? ) A
d) Will Government be pleased to state how manv o 7 i
G : ( ) Avents have been able to secure thr h ‘:50(10\«;115 W 0
sovernment Agents have been g Jecure through  Government officials in
Habiganj, South Sylhet and Sunamganj Subdivisions ? !
(¢) Do Government propose to take necessary steps to remove these diff

culties by procuring suitable godowns for Agents ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
77. (a) & (b)—There is shortage ol godowns which has g i '
curement. ometimes affected pro-
(¢)—-This may be the casc.

(d)—-Habiganj ws DNEh
South Sylhet ... One,
Sunaimgan] can AV

Fes ' - . - .t ;
(e)—Yes. Government propose to construct some godowns,

TSpeech nog corrected,
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Mr. KEDAR \If\].r BRAHMIN : Mav I know whethier in® ( vauhati ]'l“id!‘llli’tl

houses arc also used as godowns by the Government Agents o ) ‘
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA @ The questions

related to the Suvmi Jailev. Si ! ‘ ' : S 3
ALed. & rma  Vailey, Sir, but my hon. I'niend want information about

Gauheti.
I IlC llnn’hlc i]l(t SPI':A‘*:;-]{ .\.fa, 1]|i5; i‘i 1ot _‘1]1r,-,\';-(|_

Officers appointed served as Under-Secretary to Governiment
Mr. HA”)YA.\':\'['“ MOOKERJEL asked :

*78. ‘Will Cjovernment be ])5:‘:3'-("rl to lay on the table a list ol
' Under-Secretary  to
i1t) the pernod ol service

Pscirn Assistant
ihe Government

Comirissioners who have up-to-date served  as
as such in

h
showing (i) their religion, (i7) native district and (
each case ? .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADI LA replied:

73.—A list has been placed on the library table.

Babu ‘RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: On what standard are
Assam Civil Service appointed to these posts ?

‘The Hon’ble .'\fl;zylz.wi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Normally, an
Fxtra Assistant Commissioner with ten years’ experience is brought up for training in
the Secretariat for three years. Itis in very rare cases that the lnl-‘riu:l ol three years
has been increased by a year or so. The standard laid down is that when the l)(;puty
Clomm issioners find that a p.u‘!i:':ll;:r‘ oflicer 1s very vood in putting up notes he is
rc-(:mn.'ncnr](_-d. Covernment consider such recommendations and seleet one.

3ibu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Are Governmcnt awarc that there is
some kind of discontent  among the Surma Valley  Hindu oflicers for not being

drafted to these 5
MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: [ have heard

nosts all this dme :
The I fon’ble M{Lll]él\’i Saiyid Sir
and therefore bring them in similar posts

persons of the

(;()Tl’l[')i’lint-‘": ; I ]];L\'c ] Ll'il"(l TT]Y‘ '(g\’!(-l ]"!HL to
although not as Under-Scerctary in the Civil Seeretarial.

Officers appointed as Controller of Emigrant Labour
ATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

nment be pleased to state—

Mr. BAIDYAN
overnment (cither I.G.S. or A OL8.)

» %79, Will Gover _
(@) whether any oflicer of the Assam G
has ever served as Controller of Emigrant Labour ?
(b) If so, who are they and the period of their term of office as such in cach
case !
(c) 1f not, why not ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied:
79. :{@)—2No- :
(b)-—Does not arise. .
(C)__-Thc Government of Assam are not concerned in the matter and have no
information, 23 the post 1s onc under the Central Government. ) ]
+3rijut ROHINI KUMAR ) CHJ_\UDHUI}I . Do the Government of India
consult the Government of Asqa!_l1 n this matter ?
Maulavl Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No.

The Hon’ble
Supply of Paddy and Rice by Messrs. Steel Brotliers in Dibrugarh

KSHESVAR BOROOAH asked:
will Government bhe pleased to state whether they have directed
and rice to the Military, Oil Gompany, Rail-
ation in any order ol priority in the

grijut LA
#80. (a)
Messré;- Steel Brothers te supply paddy
o ity e ompenies and civil. popul
Dibruggarh gubdivision ?

TSpeech not corrccted.
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{(b) Il'so, in what order ?

. ¢) Are Government aware that Messrs. Steel Brothers have failed to  supply
rice for civil population of Dibrugarh for the months of July, August and September
1944 ?

(d) If so, why ?

(e) Ts it a lact that other licensed purchasers of paddy were unable to  supply
the stufl for refusal of the Railway Company to allord transport lacilities te such
dealers without a certificate trom Messrs. Steel Brothers ?

(/) It so. do Government propose to takd® immediate steps to remove such
restrictions experienced by individual licensed dealers ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULT.A replied :

80. (a) & (H)-—Although the urgent needs of the Army and  essential  industries
arc generally met first there is no rigid order ol priority which depends at any time
on the relative position ol stocks with the diflerent consumers.

C)—NO.
(d)—Docs not arise.
e)—Ycs

( ./ )—No. Rigid control over transport is a fundamental part ol Govern-

ment’s policy ol maximum procurement.

TSrijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Isit a fact that Messrs. Steel Brothers have
not been able to supply to the Rationing Authority at Dibrugarh ?

The - Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The District
Officer did not report it to be so.

+Srijut ROHINTI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Has the Deputy Commissioner on his
own initiative, mentioned in his order that the Military are to be supplied first,
Railway authorities next and then the civil population ? s

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir.

Next General Local Board Elections

Srijut JOGENDRA CHANDRA NA'TH asked:

*81. (a) Will Government be pleased to state when they are going to hold the
genceral election to the Local Boards of the Province ?

{b) Do Government propose to hold the said election in the next year ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAK RAVARTY replied :

81. (a) & (b)--Hon’ble Member’y attention is drawn to the reply given to
Starred Question No.35 (a) asked by Maulavi Abdur Rahman, »m.L.A. at this session.

¥Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : May I know if neccssary arrangements are
being made for the revision of the electoral roll ? i N

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA (‘.I'EAK_RAVART\' :  As soon
as the number of seats are determined by Government, steps will be taken. ‘

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I know when the number of seats
will he determined by Government ? How long will it take ?

(No reply.)

Srijut  ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Wil there be any legislation
amending the present Act ? b .

Thc:gHou’%)!e Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : No, Sir.

TMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May 1 know on what basis additional seats
will be allocated ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA GHANDKA CHAKRAVARTY: Sir, under
the provision of the proviso to Section 4, clause (2) of the Assam Local Self-Govern-
ment Act, in allotting seats to different communities and interests, Government is to
take into consideration the areca held, the local rates paid and the population of
different communities.

&
1Speech not corrected.
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+Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN:  Are Govermment awate that in permanently

settlt':d_ areas l(;(':l] rates are realised from the raivots by the landlords or Mir whdars ?
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CITANDRA COHARK RAVARTY : It has

S VI recently  that in permanently

been l'cpm‘t(:‘.f to me by soine of the haon, Mo
J rate along with rents, but, Sir,

settied arcas the landlords realise from the ravvo
this is not so in the temporarily settled are

L
i W, o s »i 't ] a e H
]I\Id{!lnt‘ﬂ \1»1)‘[,1). R Q.]{ TA 3 Vy ” (;overnment I“.l!-;l' 1'“1|“11‘i('\ HS]{HIL“'
report from the Subdivisional Ollicers and to duce rent-sheets where it is _x]-rrilic.llly
mentioned thal & much is realiscl towards local rat and s0o much as rent ?
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA  CHANDRA CHAKRKRAVARTY: 1 do not

exactly understand what purposc will be ser he it Tewll § ke a Joms st 00
the intention i Lo have a report from e District Mapistrates, itwill l;n el o
hon. Member: if the election is to be held Dy the 31st ol March next, as desired b}’
the hon. Members, T think, it cannot reach us belore that.

'i’z\.'I.'lu!avi ABDUR RAHMAN : Byt in the matter
of scats, does not the Hon’ble Minister consider it desivishl
should be collected so as to allot adequate seats 1o peopie of different communities ?

The Hon'blc Srijut HIRENDRA C:IANDRA CHAR RAVARTY : This will
help Government, of CoUrse, Sir, but the time is <o short ihat it is prackeally impossible
1o collect all these returns. . '

TIVL?UI&Vi ABDUR RATIMAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared to accept
these 5’”‘%”"';“;”‘\ infarmations arce not collected, the allocation ol scats
iti \uslim community in the Surma Valley,

of ascertaining the number
that this information

that if all

to all the communities, particularly, to the
will be detrimental 1o their interests 2

‘The Hon’bie Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: [ think,

Sir, apart from this question, we  have accurate ficures in all other

requisites. N

) "E'M'aulawi ABDUR RAHMAN : is the [Hon’ble Minister prepared to 1ake

that the Mushm population in the abizanj Subdivision is more ilhan double of

and if seats are to be Allotted under the provisions of the Local

the Muslims will not get the adequate number ol scats, although

-
ol alinost

from

me
that of the Hindus,
Self-Government Act, _
the popuiation i3 err'z:j_}um fi()ubl(r, ? . | ' | | | ’

" "The Hon’ble Sryut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: 1 think,
the hon. Nember {,f:’_:]d not follow me.  Population ol different  communitics is being
taken into considera Lion.

Seizure of Sali by the Deputy (,:ommis'sioner, Sylhet

MABARAK ALI asked :

=2, Will Government be pleased Lo state whether icis a |

of bags of salt despatched by Messrs. Radha Gharan .’*"“]"“_Ch;él Chandra Rf"i and

Narendra Chandra Roy and some ather 11‘.(-1'(,.]1211115‘111 Karmganj j."‘z‘“' from (“‘alE:Utta

p K;_Lrilr!gﬂnj by boat wert scized by the Deputy (;.nn.umsit;m.nf:r, sSylhet, on transit at
Fenchugimj and were sold fo some merchants o l‘t‘lﬂil!ll.!-‘.d“.l "“1(1 Balug.an_] ¢
‘The Hon'blc Naulavi Saiyid sir MUL 1A MMAD SAADULLA replied :

89.—Babu Amalendu dSyam, Sub-inspector (.}i'_b'u]:ply. Sy}lu:t Sadar, SCiZ‘fd t-h-c taral

294 hags of salt and otha (-urm_sm('I!LuH_lhnugh Lh(:r(' were ])!'Oois ol mport

of 300 bags of contraband salt in two boats 11 I.\usluzn‘a i 1“ f’f_i.lChH.“-;'c:“.ia oul ‘fll which

97 bags were discovered froii the house ol one i‘hy,c'udr;t i\glu.q Hen ol R l}k:lﬂl)u' and 50

ted to have been ceremed 10 Ahe shop of Mohendra Kumar Roy of

cumar Roy and two others. Sub-

bags were repo ) d
T'wo cases arc pending against Mohendra

Maulavi
4 fact that some hundreds

quantity of

Balaganj- ; :
sequently one Ashad Ali Chaudhury and another who werc found to be the claimants
of 100 bags of salt, sold them at the controlled rate under the order of the Deputy

Clominissioner, Sylhet. T'he remaining 1924 bags were sold to the wholesaler at I'enchu-
ganj- Other commodities were releastd on proofl ol own

)

crship.

3
+Specch not corrected.
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Maulavi Maziruddin Chaudhury, Sub-Inspector of Supply, Sy!hct S::ldar, scized
451 bags of salt from four boats at Kayasthaghat under Balaganj Police Station,
which were sold to the wholesalers of Feucl uganj and Balaganj. AP

Babu Jatindra Mohan Gupta, Sub-Inspector of Supply, Karimgan), seized 619 bags
of salt concealed for black-marketing. These were distributed to the consumers at the
controlled rate while there was acute shortage of salt in the Karimganj Subdivision.
No movement of salt is allowed from Bengal to Assam except on Assam Government
Account.

+Mauliwvi MABARAK ALI: Why the goods were not allowed to reach their
destination, viz., Karimganj ? .

The Flon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Because they
were contraband.

tMaulavi MABARAK ALI: Under what order ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Under the
Controlled Commodities Distribution Order. s C 1
= +Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Is salt also governed by the Food Grains Contro

rder ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, saltis not
allowed to be imported by anyone except the Assam Government. B ERE
4 f Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Isit a fact that there is a Salt Control Order of the

ssam Government ? : .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: There is a
Control Order as mentioned above.

tMaulavi MABARAK ALI: Regarding salt 2 R

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : es.
~ ftMaulavi MABARAK ALI: Isita foct that under that .Contr‘ol Qrdt;l‘, no
Government officer is allowed to scize goods unless they reach their destination :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir. ~
Supply of sugar, flour, ctc., during Idds and Durga Pujah

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :

*83,  Will Government be pleased to refer to the Supply Depaful“em Olrdelf“, ‘dated
the 13th July 1944, published in the Assam Gazette, regarding special SUppLy of sugar,
flour, etc., and to state— _ o o

(a) Why other festivals have been excluded from such SPEC!"’_ :]:jpff ;Icld

(by Whether they are aware that the special supply ordere idOl cd“of hs’

' Durga Pujah, etc., is not at all sufficient to meet thcl emar; 8 g the
general public and that there is public agitation on 1 lfl matter :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied : .

83. (a)—Becausc of the difficult stock position and limited supply of imported
commoditics. 3 :

(b)—1t may be so but the issue of extra ration S0 far sanct!onfdl_ls i{t*i-lj utrnnlst
Government can give because of the diflicult stock position and present limited supply
of imported commodities. b iy

tMaulavi MABARAK ALI: How Government could distinguish between
one festival and another ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Government are

supposed to know which are more important and observed by a large section of the
public.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Why in the last Durga Puja, no

special supply was given to the inhabitants of Shillong, in spite of the Government
order ?

TSpeech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : | reoret, Sir, that
on account of the stock position being very low, flour and sugzar which were to be issued
to all Hindu public during the last Puja fesiival could not be issucd in Shitlong, to
Individual families. However, different Puji Commniitees were given artcles to meet the
requirement of prasad as well as feeding.

_ There is another set of Question, T think, in the name of Babu  Lalit Mohan Kar
which is going to be replied wherein it will be state ! the number of Puja Committees
which were supplied during the last Puja festival.

Pablication of distorted reports of Proceedings in th: “Hindusthan
Standard ”’

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Sir, I beg to bring to vour notice the
distorted news that has been published in the newspaper “Hindusthan Standard”
reported by the Associated Press, about the Assembly afiairs on the Motion about the
Primary Schooil Teachers’ salary. II" onc goes through  the news he wiil understand
that the Motion has not been passed. News is published as follows :-

¢«Mr. Karuna Sindhu Roy’s motion for intioducing compulsory prinary education
throughout the Province and fixing the pay of low:r primnary school teachers at Rs. 45
per month at Jeast was supported by Maulana Abdul Hamid.

The Education Minister Khan Bahadur Sayidur Rahiman expressing his sympathy
stated that the re; ort of the Primary Education Committee was under Government’s
consideration and he could not agrce to the Motion™.
¢ is that from this it is not understood that the Motion has been

Sir. my complaint is ; : c . ;
of the constituencies will understand also like this.

passed and the people

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER ¢ If the hon. Member complains of any breach of

then he should foltow the Rules preseribed by the House for

the privileges of the House
. House.

bringing this matter before the

Turther discussion on the Motion on ithe Schemne® for Procurement and
distribution of consumer goods

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: My, Speaker, Sir, the statement placed before
the House as a scheme can hardly be called a scheme. Ttomerely narrates what
Government had done and are doing in this matter with only one or two  suggestions
for their future course of action.  Hence it has been diflicult for us to table amendments
(o this statement. This has, consequently, resulted in tabling some amendmentsT  at
random and cancelling each other and as such it is not possible fo: us to support those
amend ments i {olo, though 1 am f“C]I“Cd to lend 1My support  to the nm‘cmlxm-nts ol
Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy. In_‘c_lumg so, I would like to point out some of the defects
of the present system. Now, Sir, under the present system private inerchants have to
procure their goods in Calcutta markets themselves and  then to bring  them to Givil
Supply Agency for storage and despatch to 4551?11, f()r.‘ which l}‘u' latter (*11';11{_-,(-. a com-
mission. After booking the goods in the railway or steamer, the invoice is seat to the
District or Subdivisional Officer and Intitnation sent to the  merchant concerned.
The merchant has then to appear before the Deputy Commissioner or Sub-divisional
Officer, whose office hands over the invoice to ]um‘ for taking delivery of the goods. This
procedure sometimes entails great delay. As for instance, in North Lakhimpur recently
one petty cotton dealer : ; .
cotton had been despatched to him to Badatighat. _Now, this man lmd: to go to
North Lakhimpur several times to enquire about the invoice, but the officers of the
Supply Department of North Lakhimpur could not trace the invoice in their olfice.

*See Appendix D.
T:See Appendix 1.

received such an intimation from Calcutta that two bales of

aid



1944.] MOTION 939

I'he I‘]un'H' Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Cotton gOOdS
have nothing to do with this, Sir. :

Srijut . SARVESWAR BARUA: 1 am citing an instance only, Sir. It was
not cotton goods- —but raw cotton. ¢
] I'he man 11.-..(! to wait from September till wo the end ol October and even now he
does not know where the invoice of the goods sent to him is. Then again, Sir, it is not
(.lC;!!' to us how prices can be effectively controlled under this system.  Merchants
getting their coods under this svstem are, I understand, aliowed a margin_of 20 to 25
per cent. over the cost price at Caleutta, as disclosed by their challans.: Is-theré no

room for collusion between the Caleutta supplier and  the merchant concerned ? 1
llllnk, Governmeni ought to nave some agency there to see what pl‘icc is aclually pmd
at Calcutta.  There should be also some one to check malpractices or unfairness on the

part of Government agents’  employe s as between different traders seeking their
services in sccuring Cansport space.  In allowing the margin of 20 to 25 per cent. over
the cost price at Caleutta also, the local Excise oflicers  sometimes are found to give
i_lmlm: advantage to the traders cither through honest mistake or through partiality. As
for instance, 1 know an Excise Inspector oflering to give certain traders in North
Lakhim]nu' a margin ol 20 to 25 per cent. over the Calcutta price plus the transport
cost to Badatighat, which he said he could give as ““landing cost™. This would give
the merchants a greater margin of profit than wnat they could get by unchecked
profitcering and that at the cost of the poor cultivators and other consumers.

; Then as regards method  of distribution, T have to point out that on account of
faulty seclection of centres for the supply ol comsumer goods by wholesalers to
retail dealers. some  essential articles like hoes, axes, lanterns, woolen cloth, etc., are
getting scarce in places hike North Lakhimpur. Under the present arrangement the
North Lakhimpur mecichants, however big they may be, have to gct their suppl.les (?1'
these goods from a wholesale dealer at Tezpur, at a discount of 74 per cent. which 1s
meant to cover their cost of  transport Irom ‘lezpur to North Lakhimpur, as well as
their margin of profit.  Now thisis an absurd proposit:on in view of the '!act that
quotas of goods allotted  to these North Lakhimpur merchants by the Excise Super-
intendent at Tezpur, out ol each consignment arrived at Tezpur, are ridiculously
low, say 18 buckets or 15 hoes and axes or 20 woolen blankets only to big mcrchant§
iike Messrs. Meghraj Ramgopal, Messrs. Amarchand Ramprasd, Messrs. Meghraj
Gulabchand, who arc expected to send a lorry each with a representative to get these
small quantitics ol goods from a distance of one hundred and twenty-five miles. No sane
person can expeet these big merchants to do so for a discount of 74 yer cent. which
can hardlv cover thc cost of transport, not o speak of leaving any margin of profit.
The result has been disastrous. No one of these merchants feel incli_ncd to get the.
quotas meant for them and in consequence the people of North Lakhimpar have to
g0 without these essential articles. T would therefore suggest that a separate cenfre
be opened in each Subdivision for whoesale supply.

With these words, Sir, I support the amendments of my Friend Babu Karuna
Sindhu Roy. ;

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the only reason I wish to intervene
in this debate is because Members have omitted to give any concreie example pf the
manner in which 2 Trade Adviser can justily his appointment. Anyone who tries to
procure goods in Calcutta or from any arca beyond Calcutta must know about the
difficulties in the way. My hon. Iriend, Khan Bahadur Keramat Ali, has asked
whether the tea industry has got Trade Advisers in Calcutta. The answer is ““no™. But
the tea industry has got a number of people who spend a good deal of time and trouble
in going through all these contrel orders to sccure goods within the terms of control
orders and arrange the nccessary transport to {\SSﬂm. If T were to estimate the
amount of time and money spent by these highly paid cmployees of agency houses in
Calcutta it would he equivalent to 3 or 4 ;I‘mdc Advisers. There are three cases how-
ever in which, to my own knowledge, a Trade Adviser who knows his job can perform a
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great service. The first case concerns imported articles like patent medicines and
foods such as powdered milk. The Central Government often control these articles by
freezing imports, that is to say, they prohibit the importer from distributing these
commodities until the Central Government has approved the system of dtstribution
between the various provinces and between the various wholesalers. The Central
Government orders the importer to allocate certain quotas to certain lirms.  Because
such commodities as powdered milk arc always in short supply, no wholesaler has the
slightest difficulty in selling such commoditics in towns like Calcutta, Nagpur and
Bombay. The result is, Sir, these traders have no need to incur heavy freight charges
and the very great risk of theft in sending such goods to Assam because they have large
merchants waiting on their door steps in Calcutta ready to take these co nmodities away,
The private traders in Assam can sccure no quotas of these valuable imports unaided,
The only way Assam can get its share is for a I'rade Adviser, who is not a dealer, to
interview the Controller of Import and insist on a quota being allotted to Assam.
That quota can be allotted either to approved merchants in Assam or can he allotted
to a Calcutta wholesaler on the firm condition that the wholesaler despatches a pro-
portion of those goods to the Province of Assam. ‘That is the first group of casesin
which a competent, and 1 underline competent, "I'tade Adviscr could assist this Province.

The second group of articles in which a Trade Adviser can assist is the procurement
of articles which are manufactured in India. As most peoplein this House know,
commodities such as fine cloth, machinery, tools and cutlery are all manufactured in
India usually at a very long distance from Assam. Now the n.ormnl chu_nmrl of
distribution of these products is for the manufacturer cither to have his depots in such
large centres as Calcutta or to send these products to large wholesalers. In the past
Assam merchants have been only small traders ;.md “have never been aft(:ustmm:d to
deal with large manufactures on the other side of India. Commercial practice in
Assam is for our small traders to secure these goods from large wholesalers in .(,.ulcuuu,
Therefore a small Assam trader has to get in touch with the wholesalers which means

ersuading the manufacturer that there is such a place in Assam so that when a
' , olesaler, there will be a condition attached that the whole-

ufacturer supplies a wh . hole
manuf: PP tage of that supply to Assam. Making these contacts, Sir, is

er sends a percen p] ! I
iat.llc of the services which a competent I'rade Adviser could render small traders in

e PTr}?;rlg(;:.yct a third group of commodities whose sale is governed by very rigid
control orders. I refer to iron al_'ld stcc_l as an cx_arpplc. If Members h;.wc l“C:l..d tl‘l.l-l.\’(‘ry
formidable control order they will realise how difficult and how technical it is for a lay

It is quite obviously a waste of time for the small dealer in Assam

to understand _ »
;ga;amine this difficult order and try to get materials through channels advertised so

-ely by the Government of India. What happens in practice is that small
:f;gg:;vgoynotyunderstand what they have to do. They are entirely at the mercy. of the
black market. A Trade Adviser therefore could perform an invaluable service b
collecting the orders of all small traders, assembliing them in a form  which lcomllé)hsgs
with the control order and securing a bulk relcase from the iron and steel works in

Bengal. _ )
gF‘ 2lly, there is a service which a Trade Adviser can and should perform, namely ,

n;, th,hc uota of goods once released by these controllers actually 3‘eaches Assam

1 sce Rie ., rised to know that not only is there a black

in this Assembly will be surp :
e Mcrégfgztltg in' these cont};*olled commodities but there 1s actually a black market

- d cc lly :
Tnarﬁztt;g, What happens in practice 1S that a Bengal merchant sccures a quota of o
o qtrolled article and instead of sending the quota to Assam he parts with it at a very
s ] Provinces or the Punjab and we in Assam see

large profit toa merchant in the Centra

absolutely nothing of it. Tt is not therefore sufficient for Assam traders to get a quota of

That is only the beginning of their trouble. It is necessary to sec that the quota
i despatched from Calcutta and reaches the people of the Province. I, therefore,
agree with my Friend Mr. Mookerjee that a Trade Adviser should be set up in Calcutta
and that the Trade Adviser ought to be by far more important than a Civil Supply

oods.
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Agency. Personally I have some  doulrts whether it is nccessary to have the GCivil
Supply Agency, but on that I am prepared to be guided by the Hon'ble Premier. 1
consider that the biggest need is a competent Trade Adviser in Calcutta. My hon.
Friend Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali vefers to the Trade Adviser as controlling
the Civil Supply Agency. That is not my conception of his duties. He should be a
general factotum and an adviser for all traders in Assam and in no sense controlling
anybody-—in no sense controlling the Civil Supply Agency. Therefore, Sir, without
entering  into personalities, if the Government of Assam have made an unwise
appointment, 1 suggest the correct answer is 0 appoint a  better Adviser.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI:  Will the hon. Member please inform
the House as to what sort of man he wants to be appointed ?

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : I am not in the Ministry of Assam.

Khan Sahib Maulavi DEWAN MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, my hon. Friend Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali has thoroughly
dealt with the question of appointing a Trade Adviser in Calcutta and the activities of
our Trade Adviser was brought to light by different Questions and answers which were
put in this very Session of the AssemDblyv. But it has been said by some other hon.
Members that the ‘I'rade Adviser has proved a failure and that it is unnecessary to
incur a recurring expenditure of Rs 30,000 a year. He has got no experience in trade.
We have several other trade agencies, such as, for food-grains and other things. But
no Trade Agent wags appointed for that.  So, the post of the Trade Adviser should be
abolished. Sir, on the other hand, the Civil Supply Agency nmy‘be maintained
in Calcutta as they have been pcrl‘(u‘ming their duties ﬁiilh'“”)’; They not only
forward goods but also help dealers in procurement  as far as possible. At least some
purchases will be made by Government from time to time ilnd_ so the Agency may
remain in tact. Lastly, I may say that the Civil Supply Agency 1s the best medinm
to help pro urement and transport of dealers’ goods as well as goods ordered by
Government.

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: s B GIElEds [Fer 2 -
o fofaw @0 Ao @ R SR eigly wed e ereTtyIFe St T
Jo FaA  dAfow z2rerg | AP Aed IR > @I R T WA 4S9 T7°F g
§ 4T fAvE @% 1 @® ated TR IS T YOPTEE qfe gl M 3tfRm =
Ffeon afers afws oAt @32 Supply Department @9 Ffesn officers 77 cofp
o AER calp FiElT SWE wEE FEEcew | oeds GERs IEF MRl RIRE
ST @icEd @i @EE Bl Aed 0 O FEeo Hl, T, FIB, Ao
Seiife featq cetem 9%E 91 70 412 | @ifF awe g RIS REREICIE]
& o\ BIFE @ice (FAcs At zeterg | WU ity @3 qCAF FFT @3
%7 fafaces @497 9eacs gfqare 7 = | ACIF Ater A FAFIEA FAFEAT T,
Ff5, %1, cowifa Tonfw condl i fre 94T SiElE M @fg | FAEIE ety

wizia {752 oAl wfEUe Atfrerg W11 A9 6 afer @itfy @% TCE TS Ty
TotvrE Wi arey o sfaaifeatr e @ld = wfay IFCRE A OIIT T g

otfs fasta <fam ffatfs @ @¥ F73 IVNI whole salers, retailers ‘¢ Supply
Department 93 officer 1 43 =4 oA R0 (FIB BT g3 ATl faep

TEre ginty FfFaAe | @2 73 AIIBICIA s[fPicad &7 JAfET (=T A7 2¥re g
A7 AAReITICeRd TR iy o T 2rAg FE Alw U9 feg 0 2T T | gHy
gqatn WA Rt Fiace dftrm few A querE &= ¢ XA A I gim
wfaaifs Sizics Ftata @F 4Fd 220 3 Supply Departmentad Officers aroag
oretatatactc qar FfACS e | T o[4I TE WA T IET (@ 9T oy
afetatea e #ard aggr w9 Sfvw | «tfd fawtm <7 2= 5 wfaw sypom
AT AR | ST U 9la AIFF 319 75@  Supply Department
Officer cig fass = Subdivisional Officergs st wadte sfaa ws ﬁﬁ‘tﬂ'fg
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Flaate Stz FRT AT ANGW AF — 9T T wiav aNrEd G4 2114 (@Al
:?TLIM_H Piones BrioT T,:’mﬁf_ @ Supply Sub- Inspector cza fam wgteie Fiaea
g2 zoma M—slem AT @ilwrdy Atcaa s iz [ieen g4 steiE [4F0E
fFy Ffars 2307 7% F9%097 s34t 2303 2374 | Seleed 47 cata T44 8 Fa
’5,761 3"”7[ Wi:i” | Tt ‘i’f{ﬁff”ﬁj & g 93 {vs a9 wi4m sae4ia¢d 979 527 -jq;i
ANTIT FTTT 477 4T Ffaatfes G2 =t afw =iam =z T #fars Aifa
©lz1 220A 49377 T AEIbEa faws 4w aeq zien ¢ utfx afiily qarm aEee
7 7 Hiatza fwesfe a1 afv 94 mragza wholesaler | retailer e Supply
Dsztrtm(:nt a7 oflicer va zafer afazis za7 (== PR ok kL3 A ka T F{qm

. O <) 7%
ol =TV O =1

MeFT Ttz T20A @2 ASURT FAwe Ftal ¥EA m o wliwam dferay alv w@9-
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freIF fomia WOrHT  FAE; O GEE wdta TeeE daid o wlada Excise
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~ Maulavi ABDUIL AZ17: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the scheme for procurement and
distribution of consumer goods and sundry articles which has been placed before
the House shows that the partnership of two big firms in Calcutta have been procuring
consumer goods for Assam under the name of Messrs.  Civil Supply Agency of 72,
.C:mnimg Street, Calcutta.  Sir, it does not disclose the names of the two firms which,
In my opinion, ought to have been given for the information of the Members of this
House as well as of the traders of the Province. The scheme is quite a new one
and the place ofits execution is located in Calcutta, So few of our people came
to know of this before and even now. When anvthing new is done by Govern-
ment for the people, suflicient publicity shouid be given for the benefit of the people
so that they may avail of due and legitimate advantage of it. 1 hope Government
will hercafter give due publicity to all their new doings through the Publicity Depart-
ment as well as local newspapers.

Now, Sir. as to the firms selected and appointed by Government, I have
nothing to say provided they are relinble and send us goods of the right type. Some
of the articles coming into the Province through this agency have been found to be bad
and I myself can mention of one such article, namely, umbre!las. I myself examined
some of the umbrellas and found that they were of very inferior quality and at the
same time prices charged sor them  were much higher than the umbrellas of the same
quality brought by the traders on their own acconnt. Now, my submission therefore
is that Government should insist that the agency should not send up quantity only:but
also quality. .

It has heen suggested, Sir, from some quarters that the agency sho :ld have been
given to some  traders ol Assam.  But in my opinion, Sir, Calcutta firms would be in
a better posi[inn as they are on the spot for a long time and have been very much
informed of the market conditions of Calcutta and places beyond Calcutta.

As to the Trade Adviser, Sir, it has been said that this post is unnecessary and
that it should be abolished, but I differ from this point of view. As I understand,
Sir. the Civil Supply Agency make purchases of goods, store them up i their
godowns and pack and despatch them and their duty ends there. But the ITrade
Adviser js a wholetime servant of Government, who keeps an eye on the market,
and finds out when and where controlled goods are available and also at favourable
prices. Thus, his duty is, 1 understand, to sccure transport for the purchased goods.
He further gives advice 1o our traders and also to the Civil Supply Agency. The
Civil Supply Agency have dore their business and_ they are not expected to do and
devote their whole time services to the Province ol Assam.

In view of this, Sir, I think that Government have rightly created the post of the
Trade Adviser. But, as to the incumbent of that post I have one objection. I
understand  the present incumbent is an old_pemioner and he is a man of Bengal,
He has retired from service and he is living in Calcutta now. He served under the
Income Tax Department and alter a long period of service has retired and he has
spent his life in calculating mathematical figures on papers. As he is an old man
and is not expected to live long and even if he live he would not come back to
this Province. So, 1 hold, Sir, that this gentleman ought to be discharged and a
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3 1c ) T .

Egi’nignccru m]an of .“"" [I r;ufmc.c of good education should be taken in his place. The

- mbent .‘:hﬂl_{d e given all facilities so that he may get training in the
matter of trade. Sir, my idea is that such a man will be an 'uqr-ful' hand for i
Government of Assam cven after the war. After the war, Sir t}lr‘l-‘c" will T'lr’lllll'il-”\’ be
Ia' race for industrialisation of the provinces and at that time such a trained ‘hand will
be of very great help. So, my suggestion is that the present incumbent be discharged
m-]medl;:tc}y and a comparatively young man of good education be :1ppn.inlcd' in
his place and that the new incumbent be given all facilities for tmini:'w,r in Calcutta.

Sn", as to the consumer goods, I confess that I have not a very good idea of
thf_: various aru(;lcs coming to this Province and I would request the Hon’ble Prime
Minister to cnlgghtcn us on this matter. I would request the i-Irm’l)Iv l’rimf" Minis-
ter to mclqdc in the list building materials, such as iron posts ju‘ists ni'lil'* and
Sir, the war has brought money to the country and nur: ,pco;‘)lc, arc want-

cement.
dwelling houses, but for want of iron materials and cement they are

ing to make
failing to do that.

As to the distrib_ution, my idea is that it should be placed in the hands of the
food committees which are functioning in the Subdivisions and the sale of these things
should be given to the traders who should sell them under permit system (0 be issued
by the Dzputy Commissioner or Subdivisional Officer as the case may be instead
of the Excise Inspectors who are all touring officers and arc not available at all

times. With these observations, Sir, I resume my scat. <

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : The scheme for the purpose of procurement and
ynsumer goods has been pla(:(:d belore the House for its verdict. T
d to say that the whole scheme is primarily divided into two parts. The
and the second is the distribution scheme.

cir views with regard to the policy of procurement
by Government

distribution of cc
may be permittc
first is the procurement scheme
Various Members have expressed th
and it 1s evident from those specches that the scheme as followed
up till now is not up to the mark. Tt COUI(! not create such an impression that all the
Members of all sections of the House are s:atl.a‘ﬁcd. From the criticisms which have
been made by the individual Members it 1s scen that it is by nature defective in many

partS'- - d ;
Now let me scrutinisc the scheme as presented by the Hon
¢ how far it is defective and whether those defects are
Their sche me is that they havc_appointcd certain agency in Calcutt
is to assist traders of the Province in the matter of procurement.

duty of that agency i | men
This agency I8 also buying controll=d articles on behalf of Government. Sir, in
this connection I will share the same views with Mr. Sen. My idea is that 1In spite of

he best possible

buying on Government account the private traders should. be given the
agsistance in procuring the consumer goods at cor_ltrollcd prices ;:mcl that assistance should
be rendered by Government agency—1 do not mind whether 1t 1s the Civil Supply Agen-
cy or the Trade @dvlscr. I shall come to 't%us Jater on and discuss the matter. What is
the present policy of Government ? They have a Supply Secretary 1n charge of
the management, they have got anothe;r Director of consumer goods 1n the Commis-
sioner of Excise. What is his duty : We have been told that he frequently visits
Calcutta and looks to the various matters relating to procurement. So to say he is
also the Controller of Purchases in Calcutta and abroad. We are also told that the
Gentral Government have lent us an officer for Assam in the matter of assisting
the rocurement scheme of Government. I do not think whether ) that
articular officer is utilised in the Province, but this is my information that there 15 an
officer who has been lent by the Central Government. While we have thesc officers now
hat there should be another ‘Trade Adviser

e are O tEe whether it is at all necessary t
in Calcutta. As regards the present incumbent at Calcutta who is now functioning as

the Trade é’;cél:xscrit and = his activities towards assisting the procurement of
consumer & ) many scandalous things have come up belore the House

‘ble Premier and try to
likely to be removed.
a and the primary




1944.) MOTION 045
15 expressed in the House that the Trade Adviser has taken reco rse to various scan-
Elﬂl'flis practices and 1t has been reported to me that Government have bheen plcascd to
mstitute an enquiry into the allegations which are now being made against that parti-
cular officcr.  Now, Sir. whether that particularv otficer is .l?‘&},dbh? t:l:l - or whether 'he

s become incapable on account of his retireruent., as sugecsted by Maulavi Abdul Az1z,

30 h“,]d_' harge ol this office, T am not to say.  1i he is not fit he may be removede B_Ut
now it is to be scen whether it is absolutely necessary that there should be two agencies
to assist Government in procuring the consumer goods outside the Province, oneéin

the shape of the Civil Supply Agency and  the other in the shape of the Trade
Adf’“'—‘l'- [ see  thi ability’ of  the ‘I'rade Adviser is absolutely meagre an

he is of no good. On the tuce of one agency which have been entrusted with the duties
t]}"l they should mualke the best efforts to help traders of  the Province as well as
'(-ov‘:'mm-:r! in the matter of purchases, I do not sce why there should be another
Frade Adviser whose functions will always overlap the functions of the other agency.
As a maiter of fact 1 have heen told that things have been happening like that. Now
‘& IS to be considered very carefully whether without any third hand outside the
lrm.’mc" it will  be possible on the part of Government o make p:'ocuremcnt
possible at controlled prices. 1 would hold that there must be some agency and there
dTlse be one ageney in the shape of Givil Supply Agency or so and not in the shap_c of
l)"“dj' Adviser.  But there must be one body which  shouid look to the interest of the
Province and also whose duty should be to assist Government in making adequate

purchases at controlled prices.

. Sir, a good number of amendments have been proposed —to the scheme.
The Leader of the Communist Party, Mr. K. S. Roy in one of his amendments
suggests that instcad o the Civil Supply Agency or the Trade Adviser, there should be
one Trade Commissioncr who should be a whole-time servant of the Government of
Assain.  In another amendment, he has suggested that an Advisory Board, whose
adviee should be binding on Government, should be  formed immediately, and he
went so far as to say that it should he elected by the tHouse during this Session.  Here
2 To reculate and to give advice to Government oﬂ_*]cers
like the Seceretary, Sapply, who are directing the whole purchasce scheme, an advisory
Board composed ol the representatives of the people of this Province would be of
great help., It is not expected  that Government should know every details of the
interior, the particular needs of the raral population, and so on. So, 1 would urge upon
Government to lorm such an Advisory Board during this Session and thus give us a

chance to render help in this matter.

Sir,” I am at onc with him.

Lastly Sir, I would urge upon Government that thev should abolish the post of.
the Trade Adviser immediately, as much scandalous things are being said against him.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, T thank all those Members who have participated in the discussion _on the scheme
for procurement and distribution of consumer goods in the Province. I have aual}"sed
every sugoestion made on the floor of the House, and 1 find that there is very little
difference between the Government scheme and suggestions made. Everyone is agreed,
Sir, that there must he 1 procurement agency at Calcutta, the pz'invipal n‘lai:ket canti‘-e,
but opinions have diflered whether it should have the shape of a Trade Adviser or in
thz words ol my hon. Friend Mr. Karuna Sindhu Rov, who only wants to change the
nomenclature, to tha: ol *“Trade (‘.n.»nmissinnm'.." wl;c:cas_ihc opposite view has been
expressed (hat there is absolutely no justification for this post, and a procurement
agency should always function in Calcutta to get the [ur;__;'est q uantity ol consumer goods
for Assam. Opinions have differed again—some suggesting that some one from Assam
should be given the chance of procurement for Assam. One enterprising  member of
the great mércantile community recommended  that even the commission should be
enhanced, whereas the othergiew has been very strongly held that people who have
been in that trade, people who know the centres where these uoods can be obtained,
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people who have got connection not only with Caleutte, hut even Bombay Lahore
Delhi, etc., should be appointed as our procurcime: ly asked I\;
Maulavi Abdul Aziz to inforin the House wha cd in the term
‘consumer goods’. It is a long list, but I think in order 1o v the decision of the
Members on this important subject, I had better ¢ the . The list has beén
divided into two groups-—one called the primary consuwmer goods, and the list contains
as many as 40 articles. Naturaily agricultural implements have tiken the top place in

the list. I will read through the list, Sir.

1. Agricultural implements, as under : 25.
Daos Kurpis
Harrows Ploughs
"Kodalis Powrahs

Sugar-canc  crushers.
2. Bamboo umbrella handles.
3. Bangles, celluloid or glass.
4. Beads.
5. Bell metal, ingots, sheets or slabs.
6. Bell metal (kansa) warc.
7. Biddies.
8. Blankets.
9. Bottles.

10. Brass ingots, sheets or slabs. 2.
11. Brassware. 97 .
12. Buttons. 94
13. Candles. 96
14. CapS. 30.

15. Catechu.
16. Chalk.

17. Chakees, stone or wooden.
18. Cocaonut oil.

19. Foir rope, string or yarn. 31.
20. Colours and dyecs, as defined in the 59

I.R.C.A. Goods Tarifl. 33
21. Drugs, crude or raw, as defined in 34

the I.R.C.A. Goods Tarill. 35,
922. Fishing ncts. : 26,
23. Hemp, raw, for the manulacture of 37,
" fishing nets. 38,
24.. Hookals and narials ov nalichas nnd 39.

component parts thercof. 40,

Iron and

A ; 1ron

Angle iron. Anvils, Asxces, Axles,
Bars. Dolts, Buckets, Channels;
Cooking uicnsils rrusated sheets
(ralvanized) . Crow-bars, Flat iron,

Foommers, Hinees, Gutters, Hoops,
Hoop iron, Mortars and pestles,

Nails, Nuts, Pans, Picks, Pipes,
Plates, Pols, ideing, Screws,
ohcets, Shovels, ypadces, '['.u:ks,

Weights for .hit‘.-:‘ nets,  Wire,
Wire J|l'|,!sls'f.
Lead weiohts for fishing  neis.
Lohras and sils.

Matches, salcty.

Medicines.

l’il‘("'*_',:fu:(l‘&. as under, l
Book-binding cloth ‘I'hread,
Dovsoolie cloth 'l'\-\‘i.it,
Ihaddar Yarn.

Standard cioth,
Saws.

Slate peneils.
Slates, writing.
Soap, country.
Saoda ash.

Soda crystals.
Tinnod sheets.
‘T'obicco, country manufactured,
Umbrella.
Umbrella fittings.

This is the exhaustive list of primary consumcr geods.

Then we have got a Secondary Consumer Goods lisi consisting of 38 items:

1. Aluminium ware. 1.
2. Beer. ; 15.
3. Bicycles. ' 16.
4. Bicycles, Componcnt parts ol. 17.
5. Books. 18.
6. Boxes or trunks leather, tin or steel. 19.
7. Brushes. 90,
8. Bulbs, e(liec‘:itric.

9. Caps an iscs for closing o

10. C-h?na ware. sing  bottles. 2}.
11. Cigarettes and cigars. 2i .

12. Cigarette paper.

13. Clocks and watches. 94

Clombs.

Conlectionery.

Copper ingots, sheets or siabs. -
Ciopper ware.

Cutlery.

Disinfectaits.

Electric appliances, ancluding  elec.
tric torches.

Iletroplated ware,

Iinamel’ed ware.

Footwear®i.e., boots, sandals, shoes
and slippers.

Glass ware,

e e g

AL

-
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Groceries 33. Picce goods, as under, ,BL ‘F}annel-
20. Haberdasheiy. linen, Qalico, C:lmbrl%incn Mul-
AT, FHostery, Kharwa cloth, “rearh'l?.' ap- |
B = | . ) mull, Muslin, Shawls, ‘ficial Siﬁ{. ‘
s (.. 1] 1l terns, brass or tin. parel, Silk, including art! cl |
. Oilmas : 34. Stationer |
i o . 34, Stationery. red
gl ¥ ‘ acturcc.
30. Paint and V.unish 35, Tobacoo, xn]])‘\l‘tcd, 11):).1111{‘
. : ' 36. Toilet requisites
B e fncliding hloting papé 3 A e i
: ).|[‘, I ._ winding blotting papel 37 \\”“._S‘ 5})i1'it5 and GO]‘dlﬁlS;
B Pex knives 38. Zinc Ware. :
1 . 1 > 3 2 o % -ahmin
- One thine 1 will draw };..1‘;11'111;11' attention of my Friend .1\'II‘. I‘.s.t’.darmlal B
is that in ncither of these two lists ground-nut finds a place. Who
Mr BAIDYANAVIIE MOOKERJEE: Ona point of information, Sir.
has prepared this list 2
] v . a E . . & e y 8 3 T : & . i L u -
I'he Hion'ble Maatavi Saivid Sie MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Highe :

Not hepye : by th P eoional Priority Committee.
: ' . _ . " b el a0 . any onc
. Now, Sir, the list that I have placed belore the House is formidable an% higer
ol -_'\.\‘&lil] .".H:,‘-y; wilo wants Lo (i\'.!; in these f‘-l‘ti(‘,l\fh‘ \\’i“ ji!ld gl‘eat dli cmc}t”llic
pointed out I Mr. Whittaker, to lind out where to get these goods 5 the are
s - 1 0 e , & -3 Sl p i
goods are very strictly con rolled. For the quarier ending 30ti September W

h:wing-

CL. I, shieews i ... 500 tons.
SUOFSS
It Maulana Sahib had been here, I would tell him that long belore h

Governme .t had asked the Government ol India to allot their share of steel.

¢ thought, |
Then= |

50 t ns.

[ ods

Wire nails 30

Plain blaclk sheets all -

Galvanized wire . L1: S I

. o . s
For the next quarter, we would be getting more quantity of those controlle
articles, -
Betora I proceed  further, 1 would like to place Dbelore the House the al‘UClC:
which we have been able to securc 'L_h"'““f—w"ll the help of the procuring agency 2
Calcutin, the Civil Supply Agency, up till 30th September, 1944,

1. Staliad’s Butter ':30,020'11.)3.

2. Condensed nilk (vitol) 4,848 tins.

3. Egg Powder 3,000 1bs,

4. Electric bulbs 3535 Nos.
in procurcd goods, that is conds we are getting on the quota system.

Then [roin the General market, the f‘olloy\’iﬂg goods were
hought and sent to the Province

85 Dozs.

1. Flugricane lanterns
2. jabakusum Hair Oil (large) 2064 Bottles.
3. Lakshmibilash Hair Oil 1896 >

4., Candies, 3581 Dozs.
5. Washing soap 4611 mds.

6. KKhaki buttons R 150 Grs.

7. Red Ink Nibs 250 Grs.
8. Reliel’ Type Nibs 250 Grs.

9. Lead Pencils 25 Grs.
10. Kolinos Tooth Paste .-« 576 Dozs.
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11. Wilson’s Dental Cream O
: : A= 62 ozs.
12, Enoline Tooth Paste
s 114 Dozs.
13 Umbrellas ( :
; ) = ) 000 Nos.
14. Bengal Chemieal Haio Qi 170 Dozs
- i T
15. Canvas Shoes )
- [.000 Prs.
16. Pickaxe = i
k ; . 507 Dozs.
17. Kadalis 901 Dozs
: g Oz
18. Cloudy Amonia 176
19. Mistol {lLarge) 1
20, Dietz Junior Lanterns 03
21. Dietz Comet 30
13 " y 28
22. Buckets 12°, 155
0" " Y
23, 10 126
24, Kodalis (Heavy) y 120
25. Paint 3 T'ons.
29. ""\HJHI(:II blanket 5.585 Picces.
27 Ciloth (:.’I!?‘ i 5. 25()
28. Galvanized Screw 20 Cwi.
29, Coir String 570 mds. 33F srs.
30. Pencil 340 Grs.
31. Copying Pencil 12
32. Penholders oo,
33. Nibs s a0 ,,
Now, itisfor hon. Members to see whether Government ar¢ not pursuing proper
policy in trying to gct crticles which are necessary. Butter and  condensed milk
necessities, and form part of sick diet, Kodalis, Pickaxe and  Janterns—these

are daily

are daily wanted and we have bheen trying to

have also tiicd to:
could produce about
September.
taken part in this di
said that the Civil

racing circles.  lor
It is the Deputy

said that these two firms weore

times in Calcutta.
ation. It is on ]
Calcutta.

Babu RABINDRANATH ADITYA -

goods ?
The Honwble Maulavi Saiyid — Sir MUHAMMAD
metals they were.

The point that has

scocure
umbreilas, for which
'a‘l!‘.‘ 01

oot Lo be
is that we must

hlack

ret
50 thoasand

taken notic

SCUSSTON
Supply Ageney iz a
Assam they are really dark horses.
Controller of Consumer Goods

the  Ligeest importers
reconumnended
that this

horsc

They were
s recornmeralation

vhich 9 thous
-

have an Agiency

to him by the
firm was cneaced as our procurer in

them  as muach as pnsuii)lu. We

order was placed, bat so far, Caleutta

within 9th
my Friends who have
in Caleutta  Somebody
or  darl: horse as it is called in
We  did not know them at all.
who 1ecommended  this firm and
gnc:(ls in [)I'C-\\".’u‘
Trades Associ-

were  received

vl

of by

ol consumer
Cieneral

Were they importers ol all these consumer

SAADULLA : Barring

What are the names of

Babu DAKSHINA IRANJAN G

UPT'A CHAUDIURI:

these firms ?

The Hon’ble
given in answer to

The names

. This firm was origi
which they wanted to indent, and then
available. They undertook storage and ultimately

their destination,
thev were to get a

I do not exactly remember.

Maulavi

a Question, which will he

nally engaged to help

In consultation with the Deputy
commission of 31th per cent.

Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
placed before the House in a day or twg

My Friend will get them ina day or twg

Assam traders,
in transport which was not Pﬂrtlcularly

arranced transport to send them tg

: In soine
Assam traders did not take thier own money to Calcutta to pay for the goods.

‘That will he
first, in procuring goodg

Controller ol Civil Supplieg

- - 3
cases, it was found thag
[hen it

was arranged that if this firm advanced 75 per cent. of the capital and bought  the

-lJ‘_____—-—-é,f
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goods for import into Assam, as required by the terms, they would be allowed to
charge one anna in the rupee as commission, thatis 0} per cent. Goods like ground-
nuts and vegetable oil were  required by a large number of big merchants in the
pl“n\'iru'c. We heard that one }1.11[:.(‘11];1!‘ oil mill wanted to import 10,000 mds.
of groundnuts as has been disclosed here by my Friend Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin and he
is falling foul -t this acency  because that party could not procure transport for that
commodity. 1 have read out to you the list ol consumer goc ds, and groundnut is not
onc of the items tor which transport can be tound by the firm.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAIHMIN: Will Government be pleased to issue permits
to the traders

The Hon'ble  Maulovi  Saivid Siv MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, if my
Friend will apply to me later on.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know, Sir, why groundnut is
wanted by otl milis

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saivid  Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The hon.
Mcember who has raised this complaint is in a better position than mysell to answer
that and 1 find that the last questioner as well as the complainant are Members of the
same block and sitting in the same group and thus he can have a better idea if he asks
the Members from s group. Then again, Sir, the same hon. Member made a com-
plaint about a certain merchant who 1 know was wanting to import a big quanti-
ty of vegetable oil or ghee T rememhier the trader took [rom the Assam Government
a letter— as no permit 1s reguited- to this fivm o import 5,000 mds. of vegetable oil or
ghee. The Civil Supply Acency gave ithom only 2 wagons or 1/10th of what the
trader wanted to bring.  On the enquiry of the reason why this small allotment was
made, the Civil Supply Agency  explained  that the Bengal Government had fixed a
quota of vegetable oil or ghee for Assam to the extent of 7.000 mds. only and if one
party was given 5,000 mds. very liude would be left for the other claimants forit. T
do not  know for what purpose it is used, but I am told by a trader that in the absence
of goo t gheein the market to make sweetmeat there was a great need for vegetable
ghee and so [ permitted a  large number of suppliers to bring in that commodity,
but the Calcutta Agency could not give mor: than a fow wagons’ space to those traders.
So, Sir, the complaint from that particular guarter against the Civil Supply Agency
falls to the ground. Most ol the hon.  Members have complained against this firm
on account of the bad quality of washing soap and dental cream that this firm has
despatched to the Province. In connection with the report which I have received
from the Dircctor of Consumer Goods, T went into the matter thoroughly and I found
that those two particular varicties ol goods were not purchased by the Civil Supply
Agency for any trader of Assam, nor on behall of Assam Government but the orders
were placed cither by the Trade Adviser or by the Deputy Controller-General of Civil
Goods. They merely forwarded the goods..........

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA:  Whois that Deputy Controller-General
of Civil Goods ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I.have been
mentioning that very often.  However, this Deputy Gontrollcr—(}c.neral is in charge of
seeing that the 4 Provinces, viz., Bihar, Bengal, Assam and O.mssa, do get consumer
goods and they are sold at controlled rates. This Officer is appointed by the Central
Government.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May T know, Sir, who is the Director of
Consumer Goods of this Province. -

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The Excise
Commissioner . It was found, Sir, that this Civil Supply Agency are not at fault for
the bad quality ol those goods. I am not here, Sir, to say that the Civil Supply
Agency are saints and that they are not amenable to corrupt practices. But at the
same time, one should not condemn anvone unheard, Many Members have heard
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that this firm was sclected,as I have said, by a very responsible ot er | recomnended
; ; LA ] I11S18Ji )il I o«ridud COI o]
to us at a ‘ime when conswner goods were practical b il I'] 1150 consign
' g i ) e '] ;i L 3 i : i iiiat L Mias
ment Uf'wf:hhm; sgap was senl at tie msiance o ouwl 1124 et M Y 1r')1t‘
‘ , . Nr. Marar,
who goes to Calcutta z2lmost once in i montly inorder to arrang e (ransport prograinme
wi here wa rv acute shortage of

with the Regional Priority Comiitice,  Onee when
that time

wasling soap in our Province Lo placcd a cercon order 1o Calout
1 1 ! i i i i dad LR «L. « ML
the Deputs Controller-General was not prosent o Ciccatta ba \ to Orissa
Afic: about a f’r»‘llul;;hf_ the Deputy  Controller-General  caim v, Shilent with sons
‘51”]’1[)1(:8 of soap which he showed 1o some traders o Shillong 1o know chether  that
| raders  selected a

kind of s0ap would be acceptable o the people of Assann. Lo
il s crddered for by

certain quality and hLe pointed out to me that, whereas U soap
Mr. Marzr was somewhere at Rs. 38 per maund, this variciy which accentable to

Rs 32 pe maund.

.un,ct.lj!] e available ot ‘
i Assam o in having a [rade

the traders of Shillong. if not of whole ol 2
He said that there was a great advantacge to the public
Agent or Trade Adviser of their own at Calcatia who would coniact with the manu-g
facturers to get competitive tenders and uld get the best clas. of goods at the
f:hca_')t:st p'icc:. It was at his suggestion that the Assam  Governinent fist “took up the
idea of having one as Trade Agent. lLuckily for Ascun, within a monih or twWo
Mr. C. C. Desai, 1. ¢. 5., the Conuoller-General of Civil Supply ol consumer soods
whose heac quar.ers is at Bombay came ) Assan alones vith Mi. Subhan, the Deputy
Controller-General and both discuss L w iy us and at . time Mr. A. Q€. Datta, wha
retircd fromn Assam as Assistant Commissioner ol Income-tax was available.  They
interviewed him and selected Inm to be the best man to beecome Trade Adviser at
Calc itta. It is in consnltation with them that this gentlernan was ippointed. What-
ever has been done by the Provincial Gove with the best of

\AS

e

yment has been done

motives, that is of heiping the Assin publiic in getling  consu at controlled
prices. If somc articles have arrived which are unszleable or which are found 1o be
unus ible stufl, the cause does not Jie with the acency or those who place
ordeis with importers or manufacturers. It was cither Jack of judgment or T should
say, ‘ack o inspection at the time of despatech of goods  that is n:s})w!sih[‘v for the loss
of some qr antitics of stuff to Assam.. ‘herclore, Sir, I sce that the advice which has
now heen tendeired on the {loor of the House is that there should be a procurement
1gency citl er as '1radc :’Ulﬂscr and a procurement agency working on cominission basts
or at least one ol these two lunctionaries should remain in Caleutta.

Next cuestion 15 a8 regards distribution in the Province. Alter the goods arrive, we
Lave done our best for equitable cIj-;l_l-iI,:.:i m. When they were bought at Government
~ost, the gt ods were (:(::{Si,!!_ll(fd to the Deputy Gommissioners and Huluin.-‘lxs:nn.nl O licers
.nd they were asiked to issuc¢ them to the trade. My itriend suzocsts that it should not
e left in the hands o one single exccutive officer.  if they want, [ can ask these
subdivision.al Officers and District Oflicers  that just as they are discussing with

ol the people in food committees as regards distribution of imported
ittees should be consulted at the time of ddistributing  consumer

ner voods

Procuring

epresentat ves
oodstuff, tie same cormnm

.ommpoditics.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEFE : They may not be consulted,  Sir.

The i on’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : We will see tl_mt
hey will be consulted. Any way, Sir, seiting up another pody will mean multiplicity
f committzes and it may be that the executives who will hold the goods will not lm_vc
ime ‘o consult tho many cominittecs. [herelore it will be much betier to allow the exis-
ing food committees to have a say in the matter of distribution of consumer gonds that

-ome to the hands of the civil authoritics.

One suggestion has been made by various hon.
that more goods are distributed through consumers’ co-operative societies.
been the policy o Government wherever we have found enough and competent  co-ope-
pative EOCIBacs: 08 @ matter of fact, we have already registered  about 1,200 such
consurners’ co-operauve socteties throughout the Province and about 608 still remain

Members and that is to sce
That has

m— Y
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to be scrutinised and recistered but nothing can please some people. Maulana Saheb
who is now absent savs tl the o -1']11-5.!.“.\‘(‘ socictios are . lonken Wi askance b)'. the
subdiy '.:il.t.. uithori and Illt‘_\' iu(-:i-r to have distribution made th:ough rCtaIl.(iI‘S-
};l::i-lli(! l‘-'*i ‘l' |2 SO len i~ to t‘:..‘.!].‘.h‘ hi'\ ('_\;‘l:l. ]|]‘-_ :““[ _.‘.',i\'(‘. th (.,lf‘.‘_~(.‘l'\.."(‘-( to }hlonn'l:
? (';11 II‘Z‘ othcr hand, some ::'i-;-‘.‘\v'-li.‘.ll\';-,\' of the lllll!iic—-—-l 2m refsrring to
Members sitting here it the present moment, but I need not name theni— led a
deputation trom ! Subdivision of  Maulvibazar to me three deys. b:xc!{,
l‘)l'ui(-::l i];‘ avatnst the ¢ Njrer i it “-’“i‘ h Governmens: was \\';mlin'.'; to pt‘l‘ﬁ)rl‘l ‘n. :!l.lt
b}l])(!l\;."il-li that adl the distr:bution should be through \‘.()nsnmcrlco-c;p:ratiVHSOCl?tlffS-
I\O\\‘ whon 1 aan 1o ll e ¢ tHere we ““.ti th 't ‘.“‘G coOnSRINer C()-O?L’lativ" SOCIUUCS
are thriing m  a parucula Subdivision and 1In order to test whether

distribution throurh them will satisfy the public, we sclected that < bdivision and
‘WIH'I] we  were about  to introduce the system. | received at least a huudrcd t.vlegral-ns
protestinge oo it within the last fortnight. Qver and abave that an pfluential
}It';ma..tim; Wit upon me a few days back led by two hon. Members of this House.
They advanced some very cogent  arguments. I’ need mention only a vw. They

urged that the disiribution through  the  co-operative ctiEties Lone \\.iH niean
more costly prices to the gm:u';xl pn!».]i‘.. There is a central Cn-n:)erz.lt!.vf: society
at ll(-.lfllsil.i(-h-].\ who alone  will be  wholesaler of the cnlirc Su])dl\"JSlqﬂ, u\’ho
realises a commission of one per cent. from the village consumer soc cties an
these socicties have to come from o distance of about 30 to, 35 miles from out-lying
gentres (o get their }’.n:nl.\'_ The cost of c(-u'ri;tgv from " such a distance would add

he Covernmeni’s present

tremendously to the ultimate cost of the goods. whereas in t
right near those

Scheme  there are distributing centres  or wholesalers® agency .
villages and the  co-operative consumer socicties would get enough Jtuff {-om those
wholesalers at a much lesser cost of carriage than the experiment thiough !;he
CO-()]J(_-;'{HE\:- sCCICLIeS. ‘1 hen h};xi'l! tlll‘}" sav that all the H!L‘,ll]b(ll‘S of th.c pol)u!a;x_on
of the Subdivision have not become members of the consumer co-operative socletics.
Under the co-operative principle, members alone arve to be benefited by ruca socicties
who will cater tor the members  If these consumer co-operaiive socicties e alone
getting the distribution of (he foodgrains or consumer s, thep will iolate the
bl'i]l(.’i])lt! ol (_‘,(lr(nl)q-l';lli\c socicties. '1‘]1(\).- J-ig]l[]\r n’”\ill']\'(.‘.d that .211] the m_cmbers Of
the socicty are nat equally literate or even businesslike or c‘.()-c-pcr'clti\‘e-—lnllld(:d erricl
a few leaders will draw the lion share in the name of = co-operative consumer
societics. Any way thesc arc some of the objections which have been mentioned.

~ We arc not depriving  the public of the benefit of both the systems of distribution,
viz,, licensed  retailers and co-operative socicties. " Butif the House say thatevery-
where the co-operative  societies alone should be allowed to distribute, ther: I shculd
tell them that they should think twice, because it is oaly the war cmergency that
has led Government to procure foodstull and after the war business must flow into the
normal trade channels and if all the retailers who are also merchants in the syst:m of dis-
tribution arc swept away now, it will be difficult to revive them later on. S50, Sir, to the
advice which my hon. Friends have given that the representatives of the people .ShOJId
be given a voice en the method o! distribution, I am willing to concede and to give that
charge to the Food Committees which are already in existence. They have gone one
step farther and said that there should be at the centre, i.e., in Shillong, 2 body to
advise Government as regards import of goods and the kind and quality of conswner
goods that should Le imported. As 1 have mentioned already, it is the desire of
Government that gradually the procurement facilities provided for the traders shculd
be taken advantage of by the tiaders themselves and Government would concent: ate
their attention on procurcment of those goods on which strict control orders have
been passed by the higher authorities  So, a body like that which has been suggested
will n.t be of much good. At the same time, T am willing to concede to the
suggestion for an Advisory Body on the lines we have for standard cloth on which I have
a few ’Mcmhcrs from this I—.Iousc. But it will be very difficult , at least fcr me, to
find time to convene a meeting every month  That should be left to the discretion
of Government. Sir, much has been spoken against the note on the scheme of
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distribution of consumer zoods that has been placed before the House I think, Sir, I
! 5% ]

must plead guilty at least for one partol this pote. breanse the sentence has been
SO (;Olldcn.'-cd probably it is unundcrsiandable to the uninlern cdd.  As 1 mentioned
ea_r]:cr both in my speech and in the note, the Civil Supply Aucncy were cranted com-
mission of 6} per cent. in  those cases where they bought goods on hehalf; of
Assam traders by advancing 75 per cent. of the capital W Jonnd that many waders
went to Calcutta empty handed and wariod this company  to buv goods on  their
account promising the money on receipt of the bill of ladine. In some cases  goods
could be procured, while in others pood vere not available, I'his broueht the
allegation of ]m!'tiu]ity to the Civil Supplv Ageney. Many ol the raders \;?llll oot

\eoency could Tprocure ther ;;uuds,

the money and not dependent on the Givii Supph
Thercfore, Government decided

while in the case of the othiers this could not bhe done.
to do away with this ;1.‘:[1 of the scherne, tha 15, advane inge ol omoney by the
Civil Supply Agency and of allowing ther double coimission.  Sw, the sentencl
““The Agents have been pred luded [rom doing anv parchase operations for traders as
this would lead to complaints from unsuccesstul traders who iy approach them”
has been put in the note.

Then again, Sir, somc hon. Members said  that the mercantile community  think
that the 3} per ceut. cormmission s too low and that it should be rased, while others
Cl"if;l'CiSCd it to be [H-.’;"h. As f‘.'\'[)l.lilll‘fl, this comm sion includes  storage and Insur-
ance charges at Calcutta and transport to Kailway tations and Steamer ghats within
Calcutta.' We considered  the godown  charue not mercly ot Caleutta but also in
the suburbs is a considerable sum, so  also insurance harges. Al this was taken into

account in arriving at the rate ol commission. Together with these, the handling
te godown and rom podown to the Railway or

charges from the delivery centre to ' .
Steamer stations were t+le 1 into consideration, and in consultation with the Deputy
Controller of consumer ods, Government have allowed two pice 1n a rupec as
commission to the procuring agents.

Lastly, Sir, I have gotl 1o iuli_n'm the House that [rom soe (arte : !
been raised to the Fxcise stall being put in charge of c:cfnlrr:ll::;;{ or looking alter thy
distribution and sale of the consumer goods  They prefer tnat the matter should be
handled by the Supply DPepartment itself. B the work of the Supply l)n-]mfuut.‘nt
has become so big that an idea of it can easily be formed when Tostate that the Provin-

is 4 to 5 crores, whereas the Supply Dej artment alone  has got a
has been so heavily over-

cial Budget figurc o ,
f over 14 crores Of rupcrs. I'he Supply Department
the Seeretary, the Deputy

s objections have

budget ¢ ] ) :
worked that I had to appoint a large number of  oflicers ‘ :
Secretary, and the Under-Secretary, and even ¢then, not only the Secretaries, but  also
: ’ lisposing, of various probleins that arise in the mat-

mvself can hardly find any time alter « ) : —— =
- erefore, when Mr. Marar, the Supply Secretary sugeested that 1t would

r . LA _ (
tb: ggﬁfg?giifnposssi 1 distriburion and operation of (:.in_r(?l
Ovders ol consumer goods il he is put in charge and as w(r_lq-:ml rlmt‘ w.wth the I)“)I-}ibl-
tion policy on opium, as well as on account of transport [ll”l('l.l.ll.y' lllu,- (.()I;n'xar‘y |1E||um 1as
not been coming into the Province as much as was contracted tor, .L e ; ‘;l_\mls,c .ul%nn‘nl‘s-
sioner has got some time anel his stafl also s nol AVET-W rked, we oSk C 1~l 'mfd Gep‘tu 1.]
ment to take over thc supervision of the  operation ol crm.\'u'njcr}‘ :E)ncs ml\ b a ro
Ordes set up by the Gentre. One h n. Member 'mvn‘“““”lI(t,lhdt-l% 1<_,._4(-.11:fat '_;f)v‘c(;"nu
ment have given us somc officers.  For his edilicaton, i shou tc: Inun 14 h'ab lb on
as the Control Orders were applicable to this Province, only one | lls‘p\ct(?r_ ‘ s ch]ren
provided by the Centre to see that ‘onsumer z.ods are cold in the Province at contro ed
rates. Th= Government of India have been considering to increasc their ._stall in_the
Province at their cost and have asked us whether we could releasc a particular officer
and T am still in * correspondence with the Hoen’ble Gommmerce Member of the
Government of Indis.

ble for him to s pervise the

vision of operation of Control

If it is the decisive opinion of the House that the super cratl
Iixcise Department, T

Orders for consumer goods VShmtld Yot e Lot 1 the hands of the

g
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;v'” see whether arrancsement could be made from the next linancial year to bring it
Dack under the Supply Department and then probably T will have to come before
the House for additional stafl. :

I :1_(_[:1iu. thank all those hon. Members who have given very valuable suggestions,
every one of which 1 have considered, analysed, scrutinised and [ have found that
my scheme is on all fours with them. 10 my hon, Friends desire that the people’s
representatives should be taken into confidence both at the time of procurement,
that is placing orders, as well as at the time of  distribution, 1 will immediately pass
orders e¢mbodying this recommendation in my scheme.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : 1 shall first take up the amendment of Srijut Rohint
umar Chaudhuri.

Does he press his amendment
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :  Yes, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T am putting it as a guestion. The question 1S,

‘ o -4 g ‘ i Y > . i -

di “That the scheme be operative only with recard to husbandry implements, buil
Ing materials, Brass and Bell- Metal sheets.” -

The question was negatived.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The other amendments standing in the name of Babu
aruna Sindhu Roy and other hon. Members fall under three heads.—(1) Procurement
Machim-ry (2) Distribution Scheme and (3) Vigilance over procurement and distri-
bution. 1 should first take up the amendments which relate to Procurecment
Machinery, and then go on putting other amendments as arranged under these three
groups.
Does the hon. Member, Mr. Karuna Sindhu Roy press his amendment ?

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Yes, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I am putiing it as a cuestion.

““Both the Trade Adviser and the Go' ernment Agents, Messrs. Civil S“F‘Plf Agency
be replaced with a t'rade Commissioner with necessary  stafls ander the Provincial
Civil Supply Department to fulfil the tasks of the both as narrated 1n paragraph 2 of
the Motion. It will be one of the main duties of this oflicer to give atmost facility to
the bonaﬁde traders ol the Province in procurcment of consumer gonds and thus try to

eep the normal trade channel intact as far as possible.”

The Assembly divided.

The question is:

Ayes—22
1. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. ’ 12. Mr. 1 edarmal Brahmin.
2> Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi. 13. Srijut La]:;sht;‘.‘i\':ll' BO.I‘U‘.mh‘
Babu Bipin Behari Das. 14. Babu Lalit Mohon Kar.

& w Lot 1o "
Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Chau- 15. Srijut Mabhi Chandra Bora. .
dhuri ' ‘ 16. Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri.

17. Srijit Paramananda Das.

=W

5. Srijut anashyan as. ]

6. g:ﬂﬁt 82;3:1;11;: ];lztt‘cll(})llgi. 18. ]}a-l._meRnhindr;L Nath Aditya.

7. Babu Harendra Narayan Chaudhuri. 19. Srijut Raim Nath Das.

8. Srijut Jadav Prasad Chaliha. 20. Srijut -’t“‘(l.l“\-'t"s‘.\.‘gl1"B'Jll‘ll‘d. .

9. Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath. 21. Babu Shibendra Chandra Biswas.
10. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen. 22. Babu Sanat Kumar Ahir.

11. Babu Karuna Sindhn Roy.
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Noes—47 \
1. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyi i ‘ :
o ‘ Satyid  Sir 21. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
3 T"ﬁ“h;{mmff Saadulla. 22, Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed.
. D e Hon’ble Mr. Naba Kumar 23. Khan Bahadur Mauiavi Keramat
‘utta- Al
3. 'IA!;IC Hon’ble Maulavi Munawwi 24. Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul Hus- 3
R , . . sain Choandhery.,
4. cl;hc f-‘I()n ble Srijut Hirendra Chan- 25. .\I.:ul,u!i _\,]‘l;,.ri‘\[-',;\ Ali.
5 T;;a Cha];:ravarty, ) 20. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur
. cHr)n_bh: Khan Sahib Maulavi Rahman. N
y l\/IUdﬂ.bbli‘ Hussain Chaudhuri, 27. Maulavi Muzarrol Aii Laskar.
’ 'Eh(.:k.Hon ble Dr. Mahendra  Nath 28. Maulavi Narnwar Ali Barbhuiya.
Lalkaa. 20, Maulavi Sheikh Osman Al Sadagar. ]
T 'Ic’:he Hon’b_lc Maulavi Abdul Matin 30. Mr. I'. W. “l(‘i:llt'lll.l.\ﬂ'll. 3 l
g haudhuri. 31. Mr. E. H. S. Lewis.
5 Thc_ Hon.blc Khan Bahadur Mau- 32. Mr. D. B. H. Moore.
'_]aVI Sayidur Rahman. 33 Mr. C. W. Morley.
9. r[‘hc Hon’ble Miss Mavis Dunn. 34. Mr. R. A. Paliaer.
10. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath Brah- 35 Dr. C. G. Terrell.
.y 36. Mr. W. D. Rutherfurd.
11. Srijut Jogendra Narayan Mandal. 37. Mr. A. Whittaker.
12, 13211 .Sa!nb Doulat Chandra Gohain. 38. My, Benjamin Ch, Momin.
13. Srijut Sflrcndra Nth Buragohain, 39. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
14. Maulav'l Abdul AZI:A. _ 40. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti. ‘
15. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury. 41. Mr. Binode Kumar J. Sarwan. |
16. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan. ey “(_”'l_i
17. Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul Majid = = . '
Chaudhury. 43. Rev. 1. Gatphoh.
18. Maulavi Abdur Rahman. 44. My, C. Goldsmith.
19. Khan Sahib Maulavi  Dewan 45. M bane D. Meaalk
Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhuri. By 'l‘_’ ang L. WEran.
20. Khan Sahib Maulavi Muhammad 46. Srijut Khorsing “Terrang. _
) 47. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachart.

Amiruddin. _
The question was negatived.

The Hon’ble the Speaker:  Then I am going to
Lakshesvar Borooah. Does he press his amendment ?

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: No, Sir, I do mnot
ment, and I beg leave of the House to withdraw it. .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKISR : 1 think, the hon. Member has got leave ol the

ouse to withdraw the amendment.
The amendment, with the leave
Then I put the amendment ol Mr. Kedarmal

amendment ? | 3
Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Yes, Sir. o
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well. The questienis i _ 5
That in paragraph 2 of the scheme delete the sentence beginning [rom I he

Agents selected............ general traders’ and add “T'he Agents will be appnmlct’l' [rom

among the bonafide merchants of Assam who have to kecp an office in Calcutta’.
The question was negatived.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then [ am going to put the

Surendra Nath Buragohain. B

*“;.rh:tn selc;;:tiongt‘ the agent at Calcutta F(;r proc;:;ni'f-mcut, storage and transport, cle., for Govern -
mgni_lo i]z:; cff‘;lra t;: PV a Committee consisting of Hon’ble the Premicr and 4 other Members of
tttl‘l:he O‘:.E:;e‘;“ aecnts bclfqi‘:ﬁaposl:- Local enterprises should always have preference and that authoritp

e : B rawn but that they should be given the option of applying for the agency.—

put the Famendment of Srijut

like to press my amen-

of the House, stands withdrawn.
Brahmin. Does he press his

R S P A

amendment ol Srijut

e ——
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The question s q
e : 5 - = e 1
['rvade Adviser in the scheme for the pmcuu,ment a

“That the post of the
distribution of consumer aids be abolished.™
The (question was necatived
34 - 1 ‘ - . ) - 1 -
I'he Hon'ble the SPEAKLER - ~Then, I am putting the amendment of Mr. Baidy

nath Mookerjee.

The QUESTION 18 :

ey 1 . TR . 79 i cet
L That the services of Messres,  Civil Supply  Agency of 72, Cflm;m% Sct:iong
('f'll(‘.lltlil. be dispensed with with effect from the 1st December 1944, and tle} Pl}frade
of the caid Civil Supply Agency as stated in the scheme be allotted to the

f\(l\'isvr ;l;);)uinlml in Calcutta.”
The Assembly divided.
Ayes—21
' Srijut Lakshesvar Bo_rooah.
Babu Lalit Mohon Kar.
Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora. 3
Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhurl.

« Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee.
Srjjut Bepin Chandra Medhi.
Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta
Chaudhuri.

if- Srijut Ghanashvam Das. Srijut Paramananda Das-'

9. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.

6. Babu Harendra Narayan Chaudhuri. 17. Srijut Ram Nath Das.

L. Srijut Jabav ‘rasad Cialiha. 18. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.

8. Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath, 19. Babu Shibendra Chandra Biswas.
Y. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen. 20. Mr. A. Whitttaker. :

10. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy. 21. Babu Sanat Kumar Ahir.
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18. Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan Mu-
L. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir hammad Ahbab Ch:}udhury. 9
Muhammad Saadulla. » 19. Khan Sahib Maulavi Muhamma
2. The Hon’ble Mr. Naba Kumar Amiruddin.
Dutta. 20. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
3. The Hon’ble Maulavi Munawwar 21. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed.
Ali. 22, Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahr{led-r
4. The Hon’ble Srijut  Hirendra Chan- 23, Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat
_dra Chakravarty. Ali.,
5. The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi 24. Maulavi Muhammad Magbul Hu-
Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhuri. ssain Chaudhury. )
6. The Hon'ble Dr. Mahendra Nath 25. Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia.
Saikia, 26. Maulavi Mabarak All.
7. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul Matin 27. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur
Chaudhuri. Rahman. '
8. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 28. Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Laskar.
29, Maulavi Namwar Ali Barbhuiya.

aulavi Sayidur Rahman.

9. The Hon’ble Miss Mavis Dunn. 30. Maulavi Sheikh Osman Ali Sadagar.

31. Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett.

10. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath Bra- : W. B |
hma, ' 32. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin.
11. Rai Sahib Doulat Chandra Gohain. 33. Sr}jut B_halra.b Chandra.Das.
12. Srijut Surenclranath Buragohain. 34. Srijut _Bxdcshl Pan Tanti.
13. Maulavi Abdul Aziz. 35. Mr. Binode Kumar J. Sarwan,
14. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury. 36. Rev. LL Gatphqh-.
37. Mr. C. Goldsmith.

15. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan.
38. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.

- Srijut Khorsing Terang.

Chaudhury. & .
40. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari.

17. Maulavi Abdur Rahman. .
The question was negatived
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER @ 1 =
) e AR wotlld ke to ask it whethe 1e
presses his other Zancndment. : J . vk Mi. Mookerje whether b

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKLER : . : -
by ! l\[.l\..j 15 - No. Sir. | beg leave of the House to with-

The Hor’ble the SPEAKILR } 1 )

inc ¢ the SPEAKILER ¢ T think, the hon. Mambe .ave of the
House to withdraw the amendiaent. ’ ber has got  leave

The amendiment stands withdrawn with the leave of the House.

I ow C o \ Pt ) P T
g now comme to Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin’s famendment deleting certain sentences
in the scherne. w

Does he press his ainendment 2

Mr. KEDARMAIL BRAHMIN: No, Sii

The r b - - ‘13 L Pl ) I gle® y -

I't “_Hl ble the SPEAKER : 1 think, the hon. Member has wot leave of the
House to withdraw the amendiment,

I'he amendment stands withdrawn with the leave of the House p

,I. am now putiing thee other amendment of Mr., Kedarmal Brahmin.

The question 15

4 o FeS . » oo e Y 1 = a "

cAnd delete the sentence beginning from *but  to assist......... Bengal Govern=-

» - Tktsg? I 1 L I i & " i
ment authoritics” and add aned the Agen shall engage such trade adviser or expert and

whom they think it and prope after due consultition with the Government.”

Does Mr. Kedarmal Brabmiin press his amendment

Mr. KEDAR MAL, BRAHMIN: No, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 think, the hon. Member has ot
House (o wiihdraw the smendient. '

The amendment stands withdrawn with the leave ol the House.
the *#*amendment of Mr.

leave of the

I now take up the distribution scheme. 1 first put

Baidyanath Moaookerjee.
Mr. BATDYANA (] MOOKERJEE: In view of the assurance given
Hon’ble Prime Minister, 1 beg leave of the House to withdraw my s ernd ment-
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T think, the hon. Member  has got leave of the
iIousc 1O withdraw the amendinent.
The amendiment siands withdrawn with the leave ol the House.

Then comces Mr. Kedarmal drahmin’s '}"i‘:u||1:m1m<:uf about distribution.

he press his amendment ©
o "REDARMAL BRAHMIN :  No, Sir.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER ;I think, the hon. Member has got leave of the

House to withdraw the amendment.
The amendment stands withdrawn with the leave ol the House.

Chen I come to the amendment of Babu Karuaa Sindhu Roy. Does he press
his amendment regarding a committee of nine members ?
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY :  Yes, Sir.

by the

Does

— e

h reasonabice staff necessary fgp

Le allowed to have an oflice in Calcutta wit
wrere of the duties allotted to him-—

R G
#The Trade Advisc
his assistance for the dischi
iDelete the sentences
the Government” and insert
handled by them”—

#a Gy bdivisional Committees should be formed with officials ! : '
and also District committecs consisting of both officials and non-officials in each District. T'he Suhb.
divisional ‘Uommiticc:s will inform their requirements to the District Commiltees concernec who will
inform the Trade Adviser accordingly and when articles are reccived they will be distributed  to th
Suhbdivisional _(Jle_nlnlﬁt‘flf“.‘-'sy’ the Districi Conanittecs. The centres, quota and traders sheuld be SClece
t;drkbyl:hﬁldl)]‘s’“'“’tt(';’st:“‘z"-‘l(“fﬁl ul’(:nn:;ull;.:t.iml with the Subdivisional Committees. The Super"i‘iion-

o sho se entrusied to the Supply Deps 8 - o . W Sio
tianal staff.— pply partment which should be prov led with necessaly addj.

Lezinning from “lor the (irst (WO SCIVICCS . o.vve s whether for traders or fgn
cfhey will get a flat rate of commission of Rs.4 per cent. on all the goods

and non-officials in cach SUbdiViSion

1t9In paragraph four delete the first s .

Cominissioner %vit{: the advice t»[l Ik.lltchllﬁt._ sentence and insert ¢In the mattcr of distribution the Deput

sumer goods will.be responsible and m'-k]ll Food Advisory Committee assisted by the Inspectors of cq 4
will see that such goods arc sold  through the bonafide dea]er;}:

.

- A
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The Houble the SPEAKER - the amendment. °

The question s
“That a Committee o 9 snembers be set up with the Hon’ble Premier, the Secre-

I'hen T put

tary, Civil Supply Depariment and 7 other Members from this House to be elected
fO}‘thwi[h on the basis of proportional representation for monthly review and check up
Of the whole proc ss of procurement  and distribution of consumer goods: This
Committee may tender advice from time  to time to the Government on all matters

relating to procurement and distribut on of all  consumer goods which will be binding
on the Government.™?

The .-Itu-.s!inn was negatived.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER :
Karuna Sindhu Roy.

The question s :

“For lichting black market, profiteering and corruption in the trade of consumer
goods, the ctlective help ot public holies such as Food Committees and Consumers’
people of the localities shall be taken.”

I sun putting the other amendment of Babu

. - : ;
Committces composed ol all sections ol the

The Assembly divided.

Aves—30

1. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. 16, Srijut Paramananda Das.
2. Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi, 7. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
3. Babu Bipin Behari Das. 18, Srijut Ram Nath Das.
4. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Chau- 19. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.
dhuri. 2(. Babu Shibendra Chandra Biswas.
3. Srijut Ghanashvaimn Das. 21. Maulavi Abdul Aziz.
0, Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi. 22, Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.
7. Srijut Jadav Prasad Chaliha. 23. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan.
8. Srijut jogendra Chandra Nath. 24. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
9. Srijut Jogendra Narayan Mandal. 25. Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.
10. Babu Kamini Kumnr Sci. 26. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mahmud
11. Babu Karuna sindhu Roy. Ali.
12, Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah. 27. Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia.
13. Babu Lalit Mohon Kar. 28. Mr. E. H. S. Lewis.
14, Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora. 29. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.
15. Srijut Rohini Kumar Chiudhurl. 30. Babu Sanat Kumar Ahir.
Noes—28
1. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir 13. Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan Mu-
Muahammad Saadulla. hammad Ahbab Chaudhury.
2. The Hon'ble Mr. Naba Kumar 14 Khan Sahib Maulavi Muhammad
Dutta. Amiruddin.
3. The Hon’ble Maulavi Munawwar 15. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat
Ali. Ali.
4, The Hon’ble Srijut Hirendra Chan- 16. Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul
dra Chakravarty. Hussain Chaudhury.
5. The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi 17. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur
Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhuri, Rahman.
6. The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Nath 18. Maulavi Namwar Ali Barbhuiya.
Sailia. 19. Maulavi Sheikh Osman Ali Sadagar,
7. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul Matin 20. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin.
Chaudhuri. ; 21. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
8. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mau- 22. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.
lavi Sayidur Rahman. 23. Mr. Binode Kumar J. Sarwan,
9, The Hon’ble Miss Mavis Dunn. 24.. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri.
10. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath Brahma. 25. Rev. L. Gatphoh.
11. Rai Sahib Doulat Chandra Gohain, 2. Mr. C. Goldsmith.
12, Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul Majid 21. Srijut Khorsing Terang,
90

Chaudhuri. 2,
The question was adopted.

Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari,
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Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, another questionis  this. In  the
scheme of distribution preference should he given to the consumers’ co-operative con-
cerns and other approved dealers in between a Government  avency for  procurcment
and the zctual consumers and the middleinen and the goods should be distributed  on
ration b sis. ’

The .on’ble the SPEAKER : Now [ am putting this as a question.

The question is : ;

¢“In the scheme of distribution prelerence should be given to the consumers’ Go-
operative stores and other approved dealers.  In between the Government Agency for
procurement and the actual consumers the middlemanship shall he  curtailed to the
minimum. The goods shall be distributed on ration basis.”

The question was adopted.

Now [ am putting the main question.

The question is :

“T'hat the scheme for the
placed beore the House and as amended be approved.”

The question was adopted.

procurcment and distribution ol conswner coods as

Adjf)urnment
November 1944,

The Assembly was then adjourncd to 11 AL v, on Saturday, the 13th

2
SHILLONG : A. K. BARUA,
Secretary, Legislatioe Assembly, Assam.

The 30th December 1911.

S

“
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APPENDIX D
The Hon’ble Prime Minister to move :—

[hat .t]1f' Scheme for the procurement and  distribution of consumer goods as
placed belore the House be approved.

Scheme for distribution of consumer goods

N Government have been noticing lor a long  time the steady deterioraticn in  the
ow of consumer coods into Assam. The various Control Orders, the diffculties in
Procurcment, the trouble in getting transport, cte., all contributed to these difficulties,
llllht" way ol normal trade functionine. After considerable discussion Government
therefore adopted a scheme in May last for increasing the flow of consumer goods at
controlled prices into Assam. ‘The scheme falls under four heads—

(7) Assistance o traders in procuring goods at controlled rates and transporting
them ;

(i) Procurcment and transport of consuamer goods directly from the importers
and the manulacturers on a provincial quota basis ;

_(@z) Procurement from the open markets in Calcutta or elsewhere of sundry goods

at favourable prices and their transport into Assam ;

(iv) Controlled distribution of consumer goods within the Province.

As most of the consumer goods coming into Assam have to be obtained in Calcutta,
Government decided to appoint an Agent there for the purpose of procurement, storage
ahd transport. ‘The stoppage of all booking [rom  stations bevond Calcutta to Assam
made it all the more necessary to bave an Agent in Calcutta to handle any goods
which may be received from up-country also. The Agent selected are Messrs, Civil
:\“I)Pl)’ Agency, 72, Canning Street, Calcutta, a ]mrtnvrship of two big _ﬁrms of
importers and general traders. Their activities fall under 3 heads—(1) they will store
and despatch goods procured by traders and left in their custody ; () they will take
over and lorward quotas ol various goods allotted to this Province by importers and
producers ; they will procure goods on Government account in Calcutta, For the ﬁI‘St
two services they were oranted a commission of 3! per cent. and for the 3rd service
which included financing, they were granted a commission of 6} per cent. After 3
months’ working the rates of commission were revised and now they get a flat rate of
commission of 3} per cent. on all goods they handle whether for traders or for
Government. Fhis commission includes storage and insurance charges at Calcutta
and transport to Railway stations and Steamer ghats within Calcutta. The Agents
have been precluded from doing any purchase operations for traders as this \\"ould lead
to complaints {rom unsuccessful iraders who may approach them. But to assist traders
in procurement and to keep in touch with the big importing and manufacturing  firms
as well as the authorities in  Calcutta Government have appoinied a Trade Adviser
with a small office, who will keep all up-to-date information about the Calcutta market
and will give such assistancce as he can to any trader in Assam who might approach
him. He will also assist traders to obtain permits for export where necessary from the
Bengal Government Authorities. In the matter of transport a quota of transport by
river has been allotted for consumer goods to be operated by the Government’s Agents
in Calcutta and in addition heavy goods which can go in wagon loads will come under
priority orders issued by the Regional Controller.

At the beginning traders were not taking full advantage of the arrangements made
by the Assam Government. For a start Government themselves had to procure some
zoods in Calcutta and send them for distribution in Assam. They consisted mainly
of butter, soap, tinned milk, toilet articles, etc. T'here are scores of items of consumer
g0ods and under cach item so many varicties to suit different tastes. It is not possible
for Government to procure and distribute all of them. Tt is Government’s intention to
leave these things to normal trade which they will assist, confining their purchases only
to articles like iron and steel, electric bulbs, etc. which are all rigidly controlled
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and e extremely difficult for private traders to obtain in adequate quantities, It i
a relieving feature of the scheme that gradually v vlers e coming [ni ll'l.l"l 'l(.f.\ lnl’lf;s

of it and since August the entire (quoti ol tr. « Tuii ! e fully  utilised ['p w B
ras In Iy o, U 0 e

end of September goods fo the value of Rs. 10.88,917 have been despatched int
. : ‘ : . ¥, { navt ¢ spatche
Assam of which goods to the value of Rs. 5.33,951 consisted of priv t-\[ ‘ch i
31 consist private merchandise.
the big importers and manufacturers

Another relicving feature of the scheme is the

c radua xtending -1 " . .

?lrc aliohgna:-ltl L’:y c l:]nf]”‘lg thewr co-operation by allocatin:g  quotas to  Assam and
espatching them un er the transport quota at the disposal ot (yovernmment agents.

ribution. the Commissioner of Excise with his s all, reinforced

In the matter of dist
bY the appointmcm of Inspectors of consumer gvoods, s I'l"l)fH!\i[Jlt: Clentres have
as have been allotted and tracle , as Lir 08 [Hl:-:iil.)ll.' -l-l'l)ln Il]OS(’,:
made for equitable

been selected, quot

who are in the line d other arrangements

aecount or o on [)l‘iVEltc
that trade  will be
soods subject to the

, have been sclected an
distribution ol the goods received whether
traders’ account. Government hope by these arrangements
improved and the Province will get a fair sharc of consumcr
transport difficultics now incvitable.

APPENDIX “E”

on (overnment

Minister on the 16th

[Hon ble Prime
distribution of

Motion moved by the
procurcmeaent and

Amendments 10 the
the schveme for the

November 1944 regarding

consumer goods.
1. Ba])u KAI‘)\[J‘NI{\ SIN])I’[[,J [{()‘1' to move :

(Noticc received at 2 . M., on 16th Novemnber 1944)

2

Procurement Machinery

and the Government Agents, Niessrs. Civil Supply Agency
th a Trade (__Jnm:niss;irnu:r with necessary stafls ander the Provincial Civil
Supply Department 10 fulfil the tasks of the both as narrated in paragraph 2 of the
Motion. It will be onc Uf_ the main duties of this officer to give utmost facility to the
bonafide traders of the Province in procurcent ol consumer woods and thus try to
keep the normal trade channel intact as far as possible.

Both the Trade Adviser

be replaced wi

Distribuiion Scheme

ould be wgiven to the consumers’ co-
In between the Government agency for

"€ of distribution preference sl
icddle manship shall be curtailed to the

In the schen
other approved dealers.

stores and

operative

Focuremcnt and the actual consumers the m

minimum. The goods shall be distributed on ration basis.
distribution

Vigilance over procuicment and
set up with the HHon’ble Premier, the Secretary,
House to
hly review an

e of 9 members be
and 7 other Me: vhers from this
syortional l'(‘pr(‘f;r-nl;‘Hinm, for mont
and  disteibution ol consumer

Lo the Government on a

(1) A Committe
Civil Supply Department
with, on the basis ol pro]
of the whole Pprocess of procurement
committec may tender advice from time to time
ting to procurcment and distribution of all consumer goods,
(2) For fighting vk

goods _the effective help

sumer ) .
Clonsumers Committees composed of all sections of

be taken.
9. Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI to move:

(N_otice receiw?e;d at 2-12 p-m., on 16th November 1944},

of publiu hodics such

the people of the

be elected forth-
d check up
goods. Thig
Il matters rela.
which will be binding

on the Government. _ . . .
black-market, profitecring and corruj in the trade ol con.

25 Food Committees and

localities shall

B
2

P

- T T |
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That the scheme be operative only with regard to husbandry implements, building
materials, BErass and Bell-Metal sheets.
3. Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE to move:

(Notice received at 2-10 p.a, on 16th November 1944) :
I (1) The services of Messrs.  Civil Supply Agency of 72, Canning Street, Calcutta,
oe dispensed with with effect from the 1st December, 1944 and the function of the
said Messrs  Clivil Supply Agency as stated in the scheme be allotted to the Trade
Adviser appointed in Calcutta.

(2) The Trade Adviser be allowed to have an office in Calcutta with reasonable
staff necessary for his assistance for the discharge of the duties allotted to him.

3. Subdivisional committces should be formed with official and non-official in each
Subdivision and also District Committees consisting of both official and non-official in
‘I-fa.ﬁh District. The Subdivisional Committees will inform their requirements to the
District Committees concerned who will inform the Trade Adviser accordingly and
when articles are received they will be distributed to  the Subdivisional Com mittees by
the District Committees. The centres, quota and traders should be selected by the

District Cornmittees in consultation with the Subdivisional Committees. The super-_

vision work should be entrusted to the Supply Department which should be provide
with necessary additional staff.
4. Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN to move:—

(Notice received at 1-50 p.v, on 16th November 1944)
That the post of the Trade Adviser in the scheme for ihe procurement and distri-
bution of consumer goods be abolished.

5. Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH to move :—

(Notice received at 1-45 p. M., on 16th November 1944) -
That sclection of the agent at Calcutta for procurement, storage and transport, etc.
for Government of Assam be made by a Committee consisting of Hon’ble the Premier
and 4 othar Members of this House elected for the purpose. Local enterprises should alt
ways have preference and that authority of the present agents be withdrawn but tha-
they should be given the option of applying for the agency.
6. Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN to move:

(Notice received at 2-12 p.M., on 16th November 1914)

That in paragraph 2 of the scheme dclete the sentence l?eginning fromn ¢, The
Agents selected......... general traders ™’ and add ¢ The Agents will be appointed from
among the (honafide) merchants of Assam who have to keep an office in Calcutta™.

Delete the sentences beginning from ¢ For the first two services ....... ....whether
for traders or for the Government” and insert «“They will get a flat rate of commission
of Rs.4 per cent. on all the goods handled by them.” -

And delete the sentence beginning from  But to assist ... ....Bengal Government
authorities’”’ and add ““and the Agent shall engage such Trade Adviser or expert and
whom they think fit and proper after due consultation with the Government.”

In paragraph four delete the first sentence and insert” In the matter of distribu-
tion the Deputy Commissioncr with the advice of the local Food Advisory Committee
assisted by the Inspectors ol consumcr goods will be responsible and will see that ek
goods are sold through the bonafide dealers,



