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Proceedings of the Fifteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative Assembly,
assembled under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 A.m. on Thuriday,
the 16th November, 1044,

At three minutes to 11 a. xm. His Excellency, accompanied by his Military
SCgrctary and Aid-de-Camp, drove up-to main entrance on the west of the Assembly
lfullding, where His Excellency was received by the Hon’ble the Speaker, the Deputy
Speaker and the Sccretary of the Assembly. A procession was then formed in the
bllowing order :—

Secretary, Assembly
The Deputy Speaker
The Hon’ble the Speaker
Aide-de~-Camp to the Governor of Assam
His Excellency
Military Secretary to the Governor of Assam,
The procession proceeded and just at Eleven of the Clock e¢ntered the Apsembly
§, Chamber where the Hon’ble Ministers and the Members of the Assembly awaited His
EXCcl!cncy’s arrival.
_On His Excellency entering the Chamber all present rose and remained standing
Until His Excellency took his seat on the LQais on the left of the Hon’ble Speaker.
fter a few seconds His Excellency addressed the House as follows i—

ADDRESS BY GOVERNOR

Mr. Speaker and hon, Members, - »

| since your last session, we have passed through great and decisive events. - Abroad

~ these few months have seen immense campaigns. Allied Armies have liberated practi-

Cally the whole of France and Belgium and most of the Balkan. countries, they are

loOking down on the plains of Northern Italy, they stand both in the East and in the

{ West within the frontiers of Germany herself. In the Eastern theatre of war the

{ Perimeter of Japanesc aggression has been constantly contracting and Japan can now

e the menace of Allied power close to her home land. )

; But on our own front Japan advanced and, for the first time since the qudc.rs
from Burma were driven out about 120 years ago, Assam had to face an enciny within
er fronticr. In the middle of March the Japanese army struck at our forces along a
‘ont of nearly 300 miles and in a few weeks they had isolated our force 1n the Chin
ills, had cut off Manipur from the rest of India, had penetrated a considerable part

of the Naga Hills, had surrounded and almost captured Kohima and were threatening

. o break through to the vital lines of communication in the Assam Valley. The early

o .ays of April were critical ones, but with the relief of Kohima it becamt_& clear that _thc
tide had bean turned and the campaign in India, after a great deal of hard fighting,
nded in the most costly defeat that, as yet, Japan has ever sustained on land. i

‘. All of vou know how gallantly the troops of the Fourteenth Army and the meén of

; the Air Force fought, and it is a matter of decp pride that none did better than the

~ men of our own regiment, then in batie for the first time. I believe that the L:lcla.ymg

- 8ction which they fought at Jessami and Kherasom saved Kohima, _and the _ga]lantry

- Of the defenders of Kohima, in which they and some of the Assam Rifles were included,

- Was a big factor in the failure of the Japanese operations.  We feel a deep sense of

' Bratitude to those who defended the Province and India. A number of them \-_Vlll

' hever return. and we should not forget the sacrifices which were the means of sparing

' Us and the millions in India from the terrible ordeal of invasion. ] .

. In paying tribute to the soldiers we should not for_get the people of the }nVadcd
Area. You know something of how the Nagas in particular acted when their lands
Were overrun, of the valuable services they gave to the Army, of their staunchness in

the face of violence and threats and the blandishments of those traitors who accompa-
Nied the Japanese, of their tenderness to our own wounded, of the courage with which
they faced loss of their homes and substance. When the full story can be written, it
will be a great chapter in our history. They have deserved well of the Province and
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of India and you will be glad to know that the Government of India have generously \

undertaken the financial burden of the relief of the sufferers and the rehabilitation of
the devastated arcas, With this generous backing the task is alicady in progress.
All who need it are being supplicd with food and other needs such as Llnl}iin:g
materials, livestock, agricultural implements and houschold utensils are being .dlS[!'l-
buted as widely and as rapidly as js possible in an area like this where transport is not
casy and where the urgent needs of our Armies must clearly be carried along the same
lines of communication. g

In addition to providing the means of relie! the Governor General in Council
has decided to commermorate in a special way his appreciation of the sl;umch_nc.-}s
of the Nagas and the assistance they gave. 1 am authorised to announce that It 1s
intended to construct 2 modern hospital at Kohima with which will be provided
tuitable itinerant medical facilities for the interior of the area, ‘This centre will
Scrve as an abiding recognition of the heroism  that was displayed and will at the
same time, in place of the ravages of war, spread the blessing of healing throughout
that part of Assam which faced the invasion. 1 know that I am speaking for .all
here when I €xpress my appreciation of this generous and valuable gift,  Construction
will be deferred until more normal conditions are established ; in the meantime th_c
military authorities have kindly made available facilities for medi.al work in this
arca,

I'would add a word of appreciation of the splendid morale shown 1111‘(]11@}“’Ut
the Province in these testing days, Men of all communities and races united to
secure a steady and tranquil spirit among the people. It meant much to th'c Army
to feel that they had at their backs a province which was not merely und:sturbe(_L
but uaperturbed, treating the astonishing claims of the _]ap;m(_:sc radio and the bombastic
proclamations of a few perverted Indians in Burma with equal contempt, and
¢o-opcrating in manifold ways in the war effort. To you as representatives of the
PCDPIC,. I would acknowledge gratefully the part the Province played in  this impo.tant
campaign.

In the field of administration, there have been constant difficulties, and I
cannot promise that these will become lighter in the near future, Most of them are
Inscparable from our situation. Assam, with Manipur, has nine-tenths of the fronticr
between Burma and India ; itis an inevitable base for operations against aud in
Burmz} ; it containg important fighting forces and those large bodies “’hich. ek
essential for the support of those fighting in modern war ; it is a focus for military
works and has been the main passage to China. For all this it is not well eq:1pp
by geography for it is a bottle-neck surroundced on three sides and part of the fourth
by high mountains with rather slender connections with the rest of India, and rather .
poor communications within tle Province itself. ‘This mcans that transport must
!”C to a large extent monopolized by the military forces and that the flow of Civi
iﬁgﬁztcsjﬁhﬁor the present, be small. With a high war expenditure in 11‘";
cndcavou;cd bus beculiarly cxposed to the perils of inflation. ‘ Go\rerumcpthain

q ' o Price controls, by a savings campaign and by efforts to bring :
EOO S, to protect th‘? beople from the dire cffects of inflation ; but these endeavours
Of?;’svli)senaﬁntl}‘;/ pe_trtlally_ successful. T would again stress at _this time_ the irI}POI't“ll‘}f
flomis chgn : aj; 15 POSS{])IB and of de_f'crring all possible civil expenditure until con 3
help their% E th 80 dOln‘g, people will help .the war effort, .WIII help tl‘l?mselves 'a']:
in our Inidst;mi%;’T Olurs' e time to spend will be when e JFpons, Oy a%tiw g
involved in theliotonger necessary-;_}nd when we face the scrious but different problem

RS G o ciurn tO.a Peace-time econorny.

Fona COnsiger:ll)filiixar ' Mot in sight ; it may come quickly or it may be dfl:ziayiq
prepared for it to eng Z‘t ut we “haye reached a stage at which we should bg
MY time, and be ready with our plans for the campaigns!

of peace. Already consid '\
sk e T oS rI\?rable progress has been made with schemes of recon-

& . g L
en . : uction;
fund last March, The Mipic, °°K an important step in starting a reconstruction

- Nisterg have been 1| in evolving schemes : and in various .
arts n - ! : cen busy 1n ' P N :
1 ts of I d.la, great projzcts hs.l.‘-’c: Lccn ﬁllillg the minds ol men, But just as the

-
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wisest soldiers will tell you that wars are won in the end by morale, so i t|hc 'l(‘:lau}—
Paigns of peace, we shall require very stout hearts if we are goling tu‘ aumcc'.L..‘ : 1tcl>.e:~
great scheme: all involve heavy :ix[\mulfmru'nmi they cannot go thmlu'ah u_n. ess l.,
People are prepared to face Cn:ls.(lrz-]‘_lbx}‘ lzighm: taxation than has wrn‘__(us:omml}
in the past. Some of you know of the hardships .c-.nd.ur(‘d by .t}u‘ R‘ussmn pc'.rp e
t0 secure the success of their Five-Year Plaus. ; and it is idle to think of reconsti ucLon
unless we have the peoples ready to pay fol at, ‘ -
There is a tendeney to believe that if payment can  be fe(‘prcd from a d:lu‘rf‘u‘t
organ of Government, it will ccase to be a lnn‘(‘l(:x%. Local Bodies are apt to think
that if their burdens were assumed by the Provincial Government, _llu‘}-’ ‘wuulcl some-
OW press less heavily on the peop'e, :m‘d are we not tempted to tlm..k of the Govern-
ment of India as a great rescrvoir of wealth ? But the idea is, as I‘ am sure
You realise, erroncous. Local Bodies, th‘c Provincial C_o\'crnx_“:mnts., the Government
of India, have no vaults full of money. T hey all maintain their activitics by what they
Ect out of the people’s pockets, the pocket of the man in thc.strcct .?.nd the man on
the field. I would urge upon you to do what you can to increase the readiness to bear
taxation. There are many who say that people cannot afford it. That would be per-
fcctly true if they were to hc_ allowed to go on as at present, with such glaring gaps in
tducation, in public health, in communications. But 11.' they want these gaps ﬁllcgi,
they must take up this burden in the firm faith that the transtormation of conditions will
tnable them to bear it and to reap a rich reward from the sacrifice.

There is one obvious way in which we can Increase our resources and provide
Means to pay for a good deal (){()Ilr‘ _reconstruction ;')rolr.:rann.n‘c. 'll'hat 1s by d-omg our
e e ot noe wmoe a5l “The oo I%iorc Food. Cbamp.ubgr} ‘1\.1; met with a fajr
Measure of success. although the results ‘hlfi yrar h“‘ cf']“’ i r_b}j 4 Poor mon-
Soon. But we can do a great degd better and tlfcxc Is scarce gl any f‘-b“(‘iét) which deser.
Ves your support more. "I‘Iu-..w’ur‘ of course, gives ‘thls pro- ccinﬂa.n a : ed urgcn'cy, bElg
More food has been one of India’s greatest peeds for yca’rs.,l ..1111 11: 15 a need which will
ot disappear with the end of the war. It is a struggle \1\ uch ml;; g0 on lonp{ afier the
Struggle with our enemies has reached its vietorious cun(i u51013. ‘isam, prowde.d that

tr population docs not rise tou rapl.dly, should be a‘b ¢ to ff._ontlrl nute S_Ubstantlally G
the food supplv of other parts of T:ldm_ and thus to pxo\'gdc‘ :Jr .t ](-‘i r'nlimy needs wh‘ich
must be supplied from ()Uts.ld‘l‘ the ! rm'mcc)_. for thc_machmml} we blld want to acquire,
Or the numerous foodstufls for which the Province is not wel -sux%cc : .

Moreover, the rest of India needs more food hnd]yéi mary of 1-“; ple,‘op]g .
ly undernourished and you cannot hqpc to secure the a v};m]cc “‘"‘: ‘? 1‘( Cais D ‘-‘dUCatiun,
in health and in other directions until the pcoplc as a’\?" ofgr a'u; asi’ul‘f.‘d' of ample food.
U0 s the very first and most elementary step in the toiblf o _nd.tlong v.lxllldmg_ But what
is the position ? Even with the large areas _under cu t}vano? a[nc txe ?ncas' that coylq
be brought under the plough, we could not in prE-wnrd? ?a'_s e ?“;Lilol_lfa"li?g €nough
lice to feed even our own people. And in a year of‘ eficient ?aln all like thig one, we

ave not only no surplus, but must depend on the carry-over from last year tq see us
t -
hrotgjxc.ry one with whom I have discuss_cd this questlcn? ?gtgqs thaF the standard of
Production of the average Assamese cultivator is capable o l<:l_ng greatly Increased,

overnment must help in every way they can by rcbm_!dm{‘;:r and Increasing tl}e reserves
of livesto -k, by the distribution f)r 1111131'0"“3(_i seed, by t-ostt.:lipg lgrlgau}o]r}, by 1mDI'OVing
Communications, by assisting “’ll.l’l mn_rkc'tmg. Couc_:tnna.lon gﬂp‘ua ic health and g

At wider diflusion of education will, 1 believe, have important eflects : for 4 high rate
of sickne.s and the tendency of the uneducated to take short views ATe Cnemies of Sustain-
cd effort.  But we cannol wait [f_:r the (]cvelopmel‘_l‘t of rﬁcoilstructmn pmgrammeg 7
Stcure more food, for we nced this greater production to make our Programmeg Wik
cess.  All the impartial experts whom T have cc_)nsultcd _have assured that the

Iymenshinghi immigrant, who has no advantage in education or health oyep thet Az
Mese people, produces from two to three times the amount from the same acreage.  You
Will know better than I whether this high estimate is reliable : by I 3

am  gure you wi
o - — : Ve R : s will
agree that the average cultivator could proedece far siore than Le dces at Present,

Are constapt=




382 ADDRESS BY COVERNOR : [16TH Nov.

The need for more effort may not, until recently, have been obvious to all.
But it should be obvious now, and I would urge those of you who have influence in the
matter to do all you can to encourage both more extensive and more intensive
cultivation of the soil by children of the soil. Only prople who make adequate use
of their resources and opportunitics can feel sure that they will not pass to others.
You may regret the passing of the old and casy-going life: even in Britain those who,
like myself, were born in Victorian times, are apt to look wistfully on what seemed
more leisured and more gracious days. But those benefits belonged both in England
and in Assam to comparatively few and we cannot hope that the masses of the country
will secure the esscntials for a healthy and vigorous life- -for real life as opposed
to existence—without a much greater output than many are giving today.

The question of the settlement of land is bound up with this and it is a subject
of considerable controversy at present. In some quarters there is strong opposition ta
the opening of lands in three districts to immigrant cultivators’; in other quarters
there are loud assertions that the immigrants are not being given sufhiciently liberal
treatment. Many arguments have been adduced on both sides.  Stress is laid on one
side on the need of more food, on the increased prosperity and revenue that further
scttlement will yicld, on the hardships of the landless labourers and on their capacity
as cultivators. On the other side, emphasis is laid on the danger of over-population,
on the importance of conserving the supply of cattle and milk, on the possibility thas
the indigenous peoples, particularly the tribal peoples, may by parting with land,
jeopardize their livelihood, on dangers to public health and even on the possiblc cffects
on public peace.

Although I have given a great deal of thought to all such arguments on both sides
that have come to my notice, I do not propose to comment on any of them here.
For, if I may speak frankly, I feel that, while the arguments I have cited are honestly
held and are entitled to careful consideration, they are not the main consideration
with those who feel most keenly on both side:. 1 suggest that what has tended to
import anxiety and bitterness into this controversy is, in the main, anoth er question,
namely, the possible effect of the present policy, or of any other policy that may be
tramed upon this question, on the communal ratio in Assam. It is, if I am not
mistaken, the fears and hopes centred round any alteration of the comparative
strengths of the communities which have mainly stimulated the controversy, and it is
to my  mind perfectly natural that this should be so. The possible effects on
the future life and welfare of the Province of alterations in the character of the
population must be matters of deep concern to all who take any interest in publie
affairs.

_ 1 know that I am touching here on a controversial—perhaps the controversial—
subject of Assam politics. You will not expect me to take sides in this matter, and
in fact 1 find much on both sides to claim my sympathy. But I feel mysaf that
much of the bitterness associated with this controversy i due to the fact that many
people see the strong points on their own sides but ignore the strong points on the
other side.  Let me try to make this clear by analogies from abroad.

In Palestine there has recently been an influx of a large number of persons
belonging to another- race, professing a different religion and not speaking  the
language of the majority of the former inhabitants. The immigrants are, on the
whole, men of a more cnergetic disposition ; they have acquired lands held by the
Arabs, and_ have also broken a lot of fresh ground. The parallel here scems a close
one except in one respect, namely, that the Mymensinghis have not the historical
qun;mcnon with Asgaxp 1h|at the Jews have with Palestine. I would urge those who
ﬁ;ﬂ;‘g}:nfoou::gc tthlilmmigrati-on to reflect on the reasons which have led so many

sent Jewish immigration into Palestine and to ask themselves whether

thcse who object to Bengali oxyt i
on equally strong grounglz.l " Peltetuont fn flues s S Watley: By nolsluel dhal: HISFEE

Let us turn to a very differe
certain legislation designed
areas by Indians. It has
of those who are now

nt countiy, South Africa. You are all aware of
0 prevent an extension of the acquisition of land in certain
arOUSt{d resentment in India and I imagine that a number
protesting against the scttlement of immigrants in Assam share
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that resentment to the full. Butis there not another parallel here ? If thosc who
object to the grant of land to persons who, though not of Assamese stock, are
fellow citizens and fellow Indians, will recall their feelings on the question of
pegging legislation in South Africa, they will understand better the opposing point of
view.

Similarly, the provisions of the Government of India Act arc invoked by both
sides. On one side siress tends to be laid on the protection of minoritics. Here
I have a special responsibility and I keep steadily in view the interests of the
tribal peoples in this connection. 1 am glad to say that this special interest has
been readi.y recognized both by the present Government and by all its predecessors
who have attempted to deal with this subject. On the other hand, I and my
Government have to bear in mind also the provisions of Section 298 of the
Government of India Act; and som= of the measures I have secen advocated
would not be consistent with this provision.

I must rest content with stating, as I have attempted to do, what I regard
as the more compelling arguments on-either side. I would ask then that those
who feel keenly on this subject, on either side, should endeavour to study and
understand the attitude of those at the opposite poles of thought. It is always
casy to find arguments for the side to which one belongs, and too many people
in this world shut their mind to everything else. But statesmanship demands
that one should understand, nay more, sympathise with opposing points of view
even when onec is forced by one’s rcason or by circumstances to make a choice
between them.

As I have suggested, the issuc is unfortunately linked with communal diffe-
rences. Most of the immigrants are Muslims, although it is worth recalling that
there has been a big immigration from other provinces of non-Muslims to the
tea gardens, and that large numbers of these have been encouraged to scttle in
the Assam Valley without evoking, so far as I am aware, any such strong pro-
tests as have been made against the recent scttlements. The great majority of
the older residents in the Valley are not Muslims and  their apprehensions  that
they may be submerged by an influx of persons who will not share their ideals
and will lower their standard of living, is one with which every reasonable man
should sympathise. But Assam has hitherto been as free from communal discord
as any area in India ; nowhere else in India has there been sn(.:h a mixture
of races as in the Assam Valley and nowhere have the peoples lived in more
harmony. It must be the hope ofall who wish the Province well that this
friendly good-will will continue and that those who have come more reccently
will assimilate themselves to the atmosphere of tolerance which, for at least a
century, bas been such an honourablc_charactcristic of the people of {&ssam. It has
been a great source of strength and if we lose it, we shall be poor indeed. Over
500 years ago, the founder of a university in my own land of Scotland wrote :
“Friendship is the stay of Kingdoms ; without the fruits of fr;cndsh.lp K_mgs can-
not reign nor States hold together ; nor can anyone in public or in private be
of profit to himself, or his fatherland : it is that harmony by which, if it stands,
small affairs increase, and if it be removed, great affairs will  gradually
decay.”

T suggest that this has a bearing on the wider issue of India’s constitutional
future, There is, to my mind, no hope for India exccpt 1n the idea of part-
nership between her peoples, whether you regard them as communities or as
nations. And I regard this as equally true whether India remains united, or
whether any arcas are separated. There can be no peace if any important
section in a united India feels that itis not a partner but is subject to another
section. [Equally there can be no peace in cither part or any part of a divided
India if such a situation prevails there. For without a hopeless fragmentation you
cannot divide India into areas whose population will be homogeneous in religion
and culture. You cannot have a peaceful and united India if you are thinking in
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terms of the dominance of part of the people.  Equally if India is divided, you can-
not have peaceful separated States if ‘these are founded on the same idea of
dominance. You do not get away [rom this need of partnership either by divi-
ding India or by keening it united : jt stands as the prianary need of  all peace
and progress. (Applause.)

At the conclusion of his address at 11-28 a.m. His Excellency left the Chanp-
ber accompanied by the Military Secretary and the Aide-de-Camp. All  withia
the Chamber rose from their seats and remained  standing  until  His Excellency

had left the Chamber
The Hon’ble Speaker then adjourned the House till 11-45 A.um.

Rt

.
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The House assembled again at 11-45 A.m. with the Hon'ble Mr. Basanta Kumar
Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble Ministers and 69 Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
(T'o which oral answers were given)
STARRED QUESTIONS
Graat of comp:ensation for acquicing lands on Military reguisitiong

Mr. BATDYANATH MOOKER]JSE asked :

*59. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The rates of compensation grant~d to the villagers for acquiring their
paddy lands and homestead lands on® Military requisitions district by
d:strict scparately ? '

() The rates of compensation granted to the tea garden owners for acquir«
ing their lands with tea bushes and without tea bushes (but not forest)
district by district separately ?

(¢) The rates of compensation granted to  the owners of forest district by
district ? '

(d) Who made the assessments in all the three cases mentioned above ?

*60. (a) Will Government be pleased to  state whether compensation has been
paid in all cases ol acquisition of land made up to 31st Maich, 1944, on Military
requisition ?

(&) If not, will Government be pleased to state the cases where compensation

has not yet been paid, showing the date of acquisition and the cause of the delay in
Payments in each case ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALl replied :

59. (a)-—There is no standard schedule of rates. Assessment is made by District
Officers according to values prevailing in the locality.

(b)-—For small arcas ol tea, compensation is wsually calculated on a bush
basis varying according to the productivity of the garden from annas 8 to Re.1-2-0 per
bush. For large arcas ol tea a formula has been approved by the Assessment Com-
Iiittee and is awaiting approval of the Government of India which is expected shortly.
For vacant land the rite prevailing in the locality is paid.

(¢)—There is no standard schedule. Full value of trees is paid according to
the raie prevailing in the locality at the time of requisitioning.

(d)—The District Oflicer makes the assessment assisted by the Sub-Deputy
Collectors in case (a) and his Divisional Forest Officer in case (¢).

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I know from the Hon’ble Minister
who formed this Committee ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Which Committee, Sir ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Hon’ble Minister will find it in his reply,
Sir. :

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The Assessment Committee was
formed by the Provincial Government. _

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : When was it formed, Sir ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Perhaps under the 93 regime, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I have a definite reply, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: At least not in my time, so far as I
can recollect. :

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May we know who are the members of
this Commitice ?



% QUESTIONS (167x Nov.

Thc HOH,b]C Mkllliil\'i MLTNA‘V‘\?/\R AI,I: Jng( 1OW I cannot lC“ [ll': ]lO‘nl
Member, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEL: When can I expect that, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWI\WAR ALJ 1f desired, during this Sessiot

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Next Question,

Mr. BAIDYANATH N{OOKERJEE; No, Sir. There are many things which {
want to ask. As regards tea nothing was discussed, Sir. I am interested in tea €3pC
cially. So far as tea bushes are concerned, this is the first Question that has come before
the House. May I know, so far as the price of tea bushes are concerned, who asscss
the price ? . . 1
bel; The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The Government of India,

elieve.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :  Who is the representative of the Govern-
ment of India in this Province who makes the assessment so far as the tea bushes are
concerned ?

. The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The Provincial Assessment
Committee itself,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: So far as trees are concerned, the Govern-
ment reply is that the price is given on the basis of price which is prevailing 11 thé
locality. Are we to understand that in normal times also there were cases of this kin
of requisitioning and cutting of trees and thereby Government could assess the price
of a particular kind of tree in a particular locality ? y

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: There was no requisitioning in the
normal times, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Then how do Government assess the pre-
vailing price in a particular locality, Sir ? y

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: As regards that, there are trees it
the locality, which are sold. .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: But how the price is determined according
to the price prevailing in the locality ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALL : My answer is that I cannot add to
what I have already stated, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : May I enquire from the Hon’ble Minis
ter whether I shall be wrong if I say that this is no answer at all ? It is hopeless.

The Hon’ble sz.ulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: This is the answer, Sir, which
G'ovcrnmcnt th.ought It proper to give as a full answer, and if the hon. Member will
still hold the view he has suggested, he will be wholly wrong, Sir.

Babu K.AMINI' KUMAR SEN: May I know, Sir, why these rules ar: treated
as confidential ? ;

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT : I said that those of the rules which
are not treated as confidential would be given to the hon. Members.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN': May I know the reason why the rules have not
been published in the Gazette ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I have given the assurance that
those rules which are not to be treated as confidential will be made available to the
hon. Members as quickly ags possible.

. Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May I know whether the rules will be published
in the 'Gazette ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi , v TE s if that is the desire
ol diie Hlstse. aulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I.t will be done if that is the

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : . That is the desire of the House.

The Hon’ble Maulavi My .

60. (a)—No. NAWWAR ALI replied :
(b)“GOVC}‘nment consider that the collection of the information *_Nould not
be commen:urate‘ w.lth the labour involved in compiling it The requisition Ofﬁm_:s
of Deputy Commissioners arc already overworked and this would only add to their

o Sir.
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1 . i . : 3
Szbo"“i, although competent clerks for  such offices ave practically unobtainable in
Me districts. Government have repeatedly urged on District Officers the need for

ea ; . : i e Po1 g
‘rl}.’ Payment of compensation.  Government are aware that the local officers are

SParing ng pains to carry out their orders as speedily as  possible but they are often
AMpered by the necessity to carry on protracted negotiations with the Government of
n 2 causing unavoidable delay.  The necessary stall to deal with  all cases more

Sp](,'c illy is not 11)l'l}lt'lillliil~{.. There are also other causts of delay such as tll‘.‘:

racr l)l_ciancc of claimants to execute agreements in the prescribed form or appeals for

Iration.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MO KERJEE:  Will Government be pleased to  state the
fause of reluctance of claimants to exccute agieements in the prescribed form ?

I'he Hon'ble Maulavt MUNAWWAR ALI: Thatis known to them, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATII MOOKERJEE: Have Government enquired about the
T€asons of reluctance on the part of the claimants to sien the agicement ?

Mr. W. D. RUTHERFURD: Will Government take it from me, as I am
p“"sqnally aware, that in Kariinganj Subdivision such land was acquired on Military
Tequisition but no compensation has so far been paid after over two  years ?}

The Houn’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Ifthat is the personal knowledge
¢ hon. Member, I take it as such, Sir. : . s
Mr. A, WHIT'TAKER : In view of the very wide-spread dissatisfaction 1n this
atter, will not Government consider recruiting a special staff whose sole job  will be
O give compensation which is now so long over-due ? ; A

The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWIWAR ALI: The whole question is under the seri-
Ous consideration of Government and the suggestion given by the hon. Member will

€ taken into consideration along with it. -

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Some cases are ;)cndin‘g ‘for years. = May

now when they wili be taken under tiie serious consideration oft Gevernment e
‘The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: It is difficult to give the time  lumit,

of th

m

1r,
_ Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: IfI say that Governwent are not giving
Serious consideration to the matter, shall T be wrong ? 2
The Hon’ble Maulai MUNAWWAR  ALI: He will be wholly wrong. !
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: 1 protest, Sir. The people are  suffering,
ut the Hon’ble Minister is giving an unsatisfactory and. evasive roply. ; [
tSrijut GOPINATII BARDOLOL: Have Government drawn their atiention
to the instructions given by the Government of India in May 1942 on the subject ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir. 3 ¢

tSrijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Have they conveyed thoseinstructions to
the District Officers ? ; \

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, they have been supplied with
Copies.

FSrijut GOPINATH BARDOLOTI: If there were any troubles on account of
non-reccipt of the instructions, have Government taken any action in the matter

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir, if there were any.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I have an approximate idea of the
time when all the pending cases will be disposed of ? | !

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The pending cases are already
under considerations of Government and Government will lose no time to firy to
bring them to a finality. N ;

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: _Let the Hon’ble Minister take as much
tiﬁ’nc as he likes, but I want to know the approximate time that may be required, at
the most. 5

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: What time does the hon. Member
suggest, Sir ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Two months, Sir,

Topeech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Of course, unless there is insur-
mountable delay, we shall try to do that. ) .

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister take it ﬁ:om me
that the District Officer of Dibrugarh have not absolutely abided by the instructions ?

The How’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I canunot, Sir.

Re Mustard oil

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

*61. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge be pleased to state- - ‘ _

(a) ‘r'\‘hf‘,l}if:r 1]][[51;{](1 r;il h}lS (“SEt]’pPiil'('d ﬂ'ull] ll]t: I ll'kf.'l\' ol [h(‘ ])I'U\'IH(TC
since its price has been controlled ?

() Whether it was available casily and was selling at Re. 1-8-0 to
Re. 1-12-0 per scer throughout thz Province before its price was
controlled ?

(¢) Whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware that it is now sold to the
intf:nfjillg purchasers in black markets at Rs. 2 to Rs. 3 per scer ?

(d) Whether any action has since hcen taken by Government to make
mustard oi] openly available to the public ?

(¢) Ifso, how far Government’s attempt has been successful ?

(f) If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

61. (a)—Yes, the stock went under ground.

(b)—Yes, but the pricec was very unsteady varying at the whims and
convenience of traders.

(¢)—Government have no information about this price but it is reported
that there is black market,

(d)—Yes.

(¢)—To some extent,

(f)—Does not arise,

Mr. BAI.DYAI:I‘.:‘__ rH MOOKERJEE: As regards (b), Sir, the reply is, if I
remember aright, “Yes.”, Byt after that the Hon’ble Premier hasi said that the

1}ﬂ)rﬁce varied according to (iic sweet will of the greedy traders. I could not exactly
ollow.

The Hon’ble Maulavj Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I will repeat

the ljcply for the _hon. Member’s benefit. ““Yes, but the price was very ubsteady
varying at the whims and Convenience of traders.”

_er. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: But my Question was “Whether it was
available easily and wag selling at Re.1-8-0 to Re.1-12-0 per seer throughout the

Province before its price was controlled.” If the answer is “Yes”, then how can the
other part apply ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER -

Mr. BAIDYANAT ‘
unsteady and varying atI;Ith\IvEl)OKERJEE: In that case, howj c‘an it be called

ims and convenience of the traders :

It is said that the price was very unsteady.

£alls ;E}tf EVO; %grﬁau‘l’. "ayid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The Question

#Ys whether it was available casily to which I replied
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‘Yes”; the next question was whether it was selling at Re.1-8-0 to  Re.1-12-0 per seer
throughout the Province before its price was controlled and I replied that the price
was very unsteady varving at the whims and convenience of traders.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: In that case, it would have beefl better
to put ““No” before the last sentence, Sir.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER :  Is Mr. Mookerjee satisfied with the answer given ?

1\:11'. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: No, Sir. May I know from the Hon’ble
Premier whether, so far as the second part of the answer to Question 61 (&) is
concerned, ‘No’’ should be put before the sentence ?

'1:]1(: Hon'ble Maulavi Saivid Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The hon.
Questioner cannot dictate the form of the reply, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Then, there is no reply to my Question.
I want a definite answer.  The reply is rather contradictory.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have nothing
to add to what I have already said.

~ tMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I enquire of the reason why mustard oil
disappeared from the market after its price was controlled ?

‘The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have already
replied to that, Sir. It went to the blackmarket. 5

_ 1Srijut  ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Are Government aware that
thlilunsutisfuctory state of things is due to the refusal of a permit to a Soalkuchi
trader ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: That is an
entirely new Question,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: As regards (c), if I remember aright,
the Hon’ble Prime Minister said thatitis reported to be so. May I know from
the Hon’ble Prime Minister what is his source of receiving the report ?

‘Ihe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I said
““It is reported that there is a blackmarket.”

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Reported by whom, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: By people who
purchased in the blackmarket. ;

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Isthere any control over the price of mustard oil
in the Surma Valley, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, Sir.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Since when, Sir ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Since the
beginning of this financial year.

Maulavi MABARAK “ALI: May I know, Sir, whether any arrangement has
been made for the supply of mustard oil for the Surma Valley Districis ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, Sir. Nearly
eight months ago, we ordered for 1 lakh maunds of mustard oil from the United Pro-
vinces for the Surma Valley. Unfortunately, for various reasons, principally for
want of tank wagons on the railway lines concerned, the commodity did not arrive
earlicr. But now tank wagons are available and mustard oil is Dbeing imported into
the Surma Valley.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: May I know, Sir, whether any such tank wagon
has arrived in the Surma Valley ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The wagons
did not reach Surma Valley but the tank wagons will reach Galcutta and the contents
thereof will beput into containers and sent to Surma Valley. It has been reported
1{/‘,’ it]he Government Agent that some mustard oil has already been shipped to Surma

alley,
~Maulavi MABARAK ALI : But what arrangement has been made for the
ad-interim period, Sir ?

7Specch not corrected,
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The Hon’ble  MNaulavi Saivid Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : “'t'-‘(hd
our level best to impress upon the United Piovinces Government to send the consign-
ment specdily. We cannot force their hands, nor of the railway authorities.

Maultvi MABARAK ALI: Docs it not follow from that, Sir, that Govern-
ment centrol over mustard oil without making any adequate arrangement for 18
supply has encouraged the blackmarketing ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I repudiate
that suggestion, Sir. :

Srijut  SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN : With regard to Question
No. 61(d), Sir, may I know from the Hon’ble Prime Minister,
taken by Government in this respect ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Tor the entire
Province or for a particular locality, Sir ?

Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN : For the entite Province.

The Hon’ble- Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 1 have been
repeating the same answer on the floor of this House many times, but as the capacity
of the hon. Members for getting information is unlimited, 1 think T must oblige.
Mustard seeds in the Province are grown normally to the extent of 15 lakhs maunds
annually.” There are about 23 oil mills in the Province—a small one in the Surma
Valley and the other 22 in the Assam Valley. ‘The mustard secds come from the
Assam Valley. In order to protect the people ol Assam, the Government set up
an organisation to purchase all the available mustard sceds in the Assam Valley. In
order to ensure that the prices of oil remain within a rcasonable level, that 1s
between Re. 1 8-0 to Re. 1-10-0, we fixed the control price for mustard sceds at
5. 11-8 0 per maund. The Government ag.nts coull not purchase the entire
production which was a very low one in the current year, that is, it was about 50
per cent. of the normal for’ (wo reasons.  The price of mustard sceds in the neigh-
bouring Province of Bengal, specially in the District of Rangpur, was over Rs. 18 per
maund and thercfore there was a big smuggling  of mustard sceds from Assam by
country boats into Bengal. We set up prohibition cxecuiives,ie., a preventive staff

but they caught only a few hoats while the majority went down the river at nights.
Then again the oil mills, in oider to

make as much profit as they can, purchased as
much sceds as they could get even at a higher rate than the controlled rate, with the
result that the procurement by the agents in the Province went out of hands. I received
a deputation of the oil mill owners of the Assam Valiecy and asked them to form an
Association. like the one in Bengal and  the United Provinces. Out of the 22 mills

in the Assam Valley, one small il remained outside and the other 21 have agreed
to combine and place all theiy

production into the hands of the Deputy Commis-
sioners. — As the bulk of the oil mills 5, the Assam Valley is at Gauhati, the production
of the Gauhati ol mills has been taken charge of by the Deputy Commissioner at
Gauhati and he is supplying other districts where there are no oil mills, In this way
the Assam Valley public is being supplicd with mustard oil.

Although a few permits were given to the oil mill owners to buy as much mustard
seeds as they could both in and outside the Province they have now declared that
t‘here 1s 1o seed in the Province and therefore they cannot carry on  without import
from outside. We wired to the Government of the United Provinces to allow us, as
g ﬁrft measure, to import one lakh maunds of mustaid sceds to be brought to  Assam.
But it is very unfortunate that the Regional Priority Committec, who have the Dbiggest
Say m _arranging transport, expressed their inability to provide transport ; so, there is
n}? 1'<stp(?1“lse fro(x‘n the Uniteq Provinces to our proposal.  On a personal discussion with
o e fiingr%nem, the Regioual Priocity Commitice said that they
mustard seeds. urably the question of importing musta: oil rather than

The Siirma Valley i) Mill

the naturce of measures

Teamin © approached me for a permit to bring mustard seeds
from the Bikanir Siate, Thevy ; ci‘pp - JI. SRR TG -
- ot A Y inioim d me that the Bikanir State: Authorities them-
-selves woule al rm.,lgc for L.ansport to-the destination and on that assurance 1 gave
them a pernut.  But they have faileq 1 bring the secds hecause there is some  prohition
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9rdiFCCt booking between Assam and the outside world.  Anything that comes
1"1 the name of Assam is booked up to Howrah and from there we have got to make
StParate arrangement.  Permission from the Regional Priority Committee has not
Yet been received anl at the end of this month we propose again to ask them to allow
Us to import mustard oil.

Adjournment Motion r¢ forcible occupation of grazing reserves by immi-
grants from Bengal

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Order, order. The other day I told the House
1‘at_I would consider the question of fixing the date and time for taking up the
Adjournment Motion of Srijut Beliram Das to-day. Considering the state of the
S‘Ch‘i_dlllcd business for to-day and to-morrow 1 fix 3 p.M. to-day as the time for dis«
Cussing the Adjourniment Motion of Srijut Beliram Das.’

Congideration of the Report of the Pablic Accounts Committee for
1942-43

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move
t}.}at the Assembly do procesed to consider the Report of the Public Accounts
Ommittee on the Appropriation Accounts for 1942-43, and that the Assembly do
Approve and vote the exnenditure of Rs.34,32,183% as recommended by the Public
Accounts Commitiece on the accounts for 1942-43.

The Public Accounts Commiitec examined the accounts and found that in six
grants there were cxcess expenditure. The Comumittee examined the controlling
officers and recommended that the excesses should be regularised Dby the vote of the
ASSthly.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved : :

. “That the Ass=mbly do proceed to consider the Report of the Public Accounts
Commitiee on the Appropriation Accounts for 1942-43 and that the Assembly do
APprave and voie the expendiiure of Rs.34.32,181 as recommended by the Public
¢ccounts Committee on the accounts for 1942-143.7 .

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : On a point of order, Sir. Can a demand
for grant be moved in the way in wiich it has been done by the Hon’ble Finance
Minister ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, it can be donein this way. The hon’
Member will remember that this is the form in which such a I\fﬂ[O[iOll.iS to be moved ;
it had been done on previous occasions.  The Hon’ble Finance Minister would orly
ask for the vote of tbe Assembly on the expenditure as recommended by the Public
Accounts Committee and the procedure is that it should be voted upon by the
Assembly on Motion moved in this way. _ )

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT:  Mr. Speaker, Sir, there is one point I would
like to raise. Will the Hon’ble Minister please refer to page 15 of Finance Accounts,
1942-43, and the Audit Report, 1943-—-Ways and Means Advances. It is justa small -
point that I want to raise. 1t occurs to me that by means of borrowing in this manner
you will always have large sums of money outstanding, and much larger than need
be if my suggestion is adopted. 1 would like to suggest that instead of borrowing in
this way at the rate of 2 per cent. per annum, Government might well extend the
period of duration of Treasury Bills and raisc money in that way instead of by Ways
and Means Advances. Let us take {or instance the sum of Rs. 22 lakhs borrowed on
December Tth, 1942, Repayment of the amount, I admit, commenced about a
month afterwards but the point is that it was not completed untiil practically 2 months
after the date of  borrowing. '

*¢“This Assembly do now adjourn for the purpose of discussing an urgent matter of public
importance and of recent occurreace, viz., forcible and uauthorised occupation of lands set apart for

grazing parposcs by immigrants from Peagal and acts of lawlessness and breach of peace committed by
the trespassers, ,without any check or hindrance by the authorities®’,
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Dr. C. G. TERRELL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, referring to Vgt "'[;” i'f“;,;}i,fﬂm

b ’ S i Brial e, Ounts, g t

of the Public Accounts Committee on the "‘-3’?"“"’l"-"“”}'- Ht”:]u the effect *“that

. P % F ( t o ¥ o () -

disturbing to see a comment emanating from the .\;1 11-' ! P 1(‘:---;-:'mnrnt e

accounts at some places where distribution was done }’:'h- '(_”‘-(.‘,l ‘that it swild

were not kept in _the proper way’ and a further ot ::,h I r(m es Government will

F . g ‘ . fe i e rele o
still the case.’ I feel sure, however, that in view of thes
have taken appropriate steps in the matter.

Mr.C. W MORLEY : On page 156 under lh.;- fl(}l‘;litl S_l]l'l['.’l{f(; s(~II:::ntlt)cc:;rcnlll::l‘z
a profit of Rs.10 lakhs odd. Would Government inforin us what use a
of this money ?

The Honw’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDH! ol of Tueasiey Bille i
has asked whether we could not raise money by cheaper m¢ 1;,-'-” 3 De ;‘;I'tl;]f'nt-
think, the suggestion he has made will be examined by the Finance 3

Dr. Terrell has referred to the remark that the accounts kept hylt{]r‘[' (J:lmf:xlllillll?s]tt:
Servants were not in proper order. We admit, Sir, that “h,c,“ ]t.“‘ ”:,, mlc begin-
scheme was started the accounts were not in proper order because :]q.t Wi Bt
ning and the accounts were (o a certain extent in a chaouc (”“(.””i“.l'.cnuntir‘ltr of
then a great deal of improvement has been affected in the ]){';J(t(?(lll!t.‘. dm- -Al(‘th(: i ;uty
the Supply Department. We have appointed one very -""“””}- o = -db, -“-counl]ants
Director of Supply in-charge of accounts and a large numbe - .;ITSI.): (“]“L,-(- has been a
have been appointed. I think, since Mr. Marar t"”k.”w-l[ . l]d)l.“: s =
considerable improvement in the account branch of the hli]J[;_‘!"_ i ! l’)l"l}' :-”“)mﬁt has not

Mr. Morley wants to know how the profit has been uti {-"‘(k- Bl ]thc suspense
yet been utilised, The business is still continuing and 1t 1s kept in
accmr)ii}.t aItI pr':‘:l.'si‘nti . .

1¢ Hon’ble the SPEAKER - The Question 15 : : . . 24 39 18

“Taat the Assembly do appr.)vf}: and vote the cx!)nnrlltnl‘f, an 15‘2:?’,:.5?::’[81 =
Fecommended by the Pyblic Accounts Comn mittee on the accounts fo - .

The Question was adopted.

Government decision about movement of oranges

. Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Sir. the Hon’ble Premier did rot C(}_mm:nlk
nicate the (.IC.CiSion about the mMove ment of'-orang’f's as he promised to do.  Sir, sce
Your permision to ask the Hun’blc Prenijier about that now.

The Hon’ble Maulayi Qo i o SAADULLA : As promised, I
irnmcdiately looked into :hidlmg _S” MUHP_‘Mg;??,-,convcnicncc and pnsst_:d orders
that Ivf.r..Marar, S“pply SCCI'CIad-.t gr}cat J)(ZISU ce contact with Mr. Puri, Deputy
Commissioner and if ¢ € Stateme IY’[‘HOUI - dm herc is correct, i. e, if there be a
large surplus both at Latu 3:nd nél?'lttle(c:ts trl?:n CSuit‘abIc people like previous dealers

should be allo ed to e <ide those : Mr. Marar
: Xport the . s outside those areas. 5
contacted with Mr. Py, and the lzaglusic?rﬁ::ﬁcalthOU‘—Ih he does not agree with  the
sa i

statement that there iIs a 1 blus which 1 has alvead)
ar . - = surplus 11C 1e e
allowed to be exported o 8¢ surplus, there is some 1

a : ‘ ; ] : area 1s not
jeopardised. % the proviso thar the military supply from Latu are

Mbotion re the Schem for procurement and distribution of consumer

goods
The Hon’ble Maulay; is ; beg, Sir
to move that the TSchcr\rﬁ: f?)?-ly‘d Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: T Deg ’

: istribution ol consumer goods as
placed before the House be appré}\:‘gdplocuremcnt and dist

TSee Appendix «D??
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The Government scheme for distribution of consumer goods has been placed
before each hon. Member, If they have gone through it,.they would find how
Government want to assist the trad rs in procuring the goods at controlled rates and
Securing transport for bringing them into the Province, Government’s idea is not so
much to interfere with the trade~ nor with the channel of trade but to help to secure
the goods, some of which have become non-existent in the Assam market. This Scheme
came into operation as the Government of lndi.l had |)ublish_ccl their Ordi
ing the control of consumer goods.  Assam with Bengal, Bihar and Ori
Eastern Zone. with a Government official in the person of Mr. Sobhan, 1
GO:IU'U“(‘I' General of consumer _;:nnds_ He came to the Province and il’lSiSled that
a3 he is an over-worked officer and as he has to travel in  four provinces,
it will nct be possible  for him to give his entire attention to Assam’s
needs and requirements, and for procuting the goods ‘lh;\‘t arc  wanted by
the people of Assiim. It was at his suggestion that a partnership firm of two very big
importers of consumer roods were appo nted our procurement agents in Calcutta. The
name and the terms of this partnership have been mentioned in the Scheme, and I
need not reiterate them here. Originally our traders fought shy of utilising this firm,
thinking that this was another means of adding to the cost of their goods. Therefore,
Government themselves had to utilise their services, and bring in certain commodities
for sale in the dilterent districts of the Province. But laterly there has been a greater
utilisation of the services of this firm—QCivil Supply Agency, by the traders of Assam,
who found that these people being in Calcutta, in the }rmlc for a long time, were in a
better position to know the market and fix the prices of goods.  Moreover, the Region-
al Priority Committee informed us that it \\'nul-.I_nol be possu_hlc to arrange transport for
such traders, who may be sending a small consigmment which would not fill a wagon,
and that all the transport should be at the disposal of one permit Im]\‘lcr-——the Govern-
ment agents, who had also been allotted space in tlle steamer services for bringing
goods into Assam. While the Controller-General of consumer gu(?ds: Me. G G
Desai, 1.c.s., whose headquarters are. at Bombav and who was the prmeipal officer of
the Government of India’s control scheme, came to Assam and ‘dlSCusse
both he and his Deputy, Mr. Sobhan, insisted upon‘thc Assam Governm
should have a Government oflicial in Calcutia who wutuc{ be able to check
prices, which are charged by the Civil Supply Agc_n\cy, of goods th_at. are bo
vernmen! account or on account o'l the Il‘.'l(I(‘.t"S. I'hey aie of opinion that an officer
who was in Assam fora }Ullg tme, an oflicer who was accustomed to go through
accounts kept either in English, Nagri or Bengali, would be a suitable Trade Agent
for Assam.

1ance regard-
ssa form the
-P,, as Deputy

d with us,
ent that we
the market
ught on Go-

We therefore appointed such an officer as our Trade Adviser about 3 me
and this officer tried to secure certain goods for Assam, as he thought
thesc 'goods was getting short even in the Calcutta marl}'e_:. 'Th.e goods that he tried to
supply Assam were woollen gt_)ods, blankets, utensils, ‘dg‘mcultuml u’nplcments like
daos and kudalis, etc. As we discussed a few days ago, in reply to certain questions,
I need not reiterate that in his zeal to furnish such consumer goods to tl1_e people of
Assam, he was in a great haste to secure thtra‘ggods, and in two cases his prices were
much higher than those 1uling in Cz‘llcutta.. 1 lu_s matter has been brought to our
notice oﬁly a week ago and we are still dealing with ir.  As ? matter of fact, T asked
his explanation why commodities which could be had at a lesser price were procured
from certain firms by him who charged higher prices and whose bora fides ope open to
serious criticism. However, Government have checkcd‘ the tendency of this officer to
place orders without consulting the Government of Assam. He has beey Prohibited tq

nths back,
the stock of

placc any further orders.

Now, as regards the distribution of these gc_)od_s, those that COMe  throyg "
normal trade channel will be sold to the public Jn the usua) Method, T e%e 5
certain goods which come un'd-cr quota system 10 (JOVCL‘DIHCHF, and Governmcnt E;I'G
trying to send these commodities to different parts of the PronC? for sale tq o ubl=re
We were given by the Government of India a quota for 10,000 tns of Stafford gutt::f-‘

]
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a‘nd we asked the Civil Supply Agency to buy and send it to the District Officers. The

list of consumer goods is very long, asit contains all the drugs, all the oils that we
from umbrellas to

use, soaps, toilet requisites, and everything that is necessary
we are trying to procure. Althou-

hurricane lanterns used i{.v our peasantry. All these,
gh we placed an order for one lakh umbrellas, up till now about 13,000 have been
1 . . . -
Calcutta and some of these have come to Assam. Every endeavour is being

procurcd in

made to procure such goods of daily necessities of our peasantry and the public in

general. Butin spite of our best cfforts, we could not secure the proper number of
umbrellas for the simple reason that the steel ribs which go to the making of the um-
brella are not manufactured in India, and therclore there is an acute shortage of
umbrellas throughout India. The Government of India Lave induced many mills to
produce water-proof cloth. Iam told, Sir, that the Government of India are trying
to interest big manufacturers to start manufactu ing stecl ribs also. If this materialises,
we can have sufficiency of umbrellas  Similarly, we tried to get®as many hurricane
lanterns as we could. Up-till-now we have sccurced some thousands of them. Every
endeavour is made by the Government and the Department of consumer goods with
their Trade Adviser and procurcment agents in Calcutta to sccurc such consumer
goods as possibic.

There is a great demand for sheet iron,
version into ecither implements or utensils for our  —
been madc with the Government of India for release of certain quota of these articles
for Assam. Our idea is to make utensils and instruments out of these metal sheets in
some of the workshops both in the Assam Valley as well as the Surma Valley.

Though originally it was thought that the Supply Department will be able to lock
after this branch and to bc'gr;:ncrally m_clzzu.gc over the cf.nt:nl,'d:stml)ulmn and §.’1]e at
a reasonable price to the civil population 1t was l_l_lmnnt.c]y {mn.ul that the Sup_ply
Department was very much overworked with the duties of procuning all food grains,
rice and standard cloth, and therefore the charge over 1.}118 branch of consumer goods
has now been given to the Excise Department. The Ciovernment of India have placed

in some important centres in Assam thelr own inspecting stall to sce that Assam gets its
f consumer goo I have

sheet brass and bell-metal for their con-
use.  Arrangements have

& ds and that they are sold at the contiolled rates.
Igjz(;pae;)g;;g:;l letter from the Hon'ble the Commerce Member of the Government of
India, stating that he _ ] for consumer _g_f,oods in the
Province. He is asking that a certain Assam Officer be relieved for this purposc. I
am in touch with the Department corl:'cm_'ncd, but I have not been able to reply to the
Hon’ble Commeree Member. So, Sir, in the scheme which we have provided, we
have tried our level best to secure as much consumer goods for the Province of" Assam
as can be possible. We have also utilized the f’X]Jc.rl(‘nC.Cd !rndc Agcnts at ‘(.;ﬂcu_lm
25 our procuriﬂ‘ ] V\-.'h() have vast knpw]cdgu in _l]ns.l,usn'}css. We have aiso tried
to see that whatever little it has been possible to receive s being properly (_ll‘ttnbutcd
at controlled prices. I do hopc lhat,thc hon. Members wiil approve, of this scheme.
There is an amendment from Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy and 1 hope, Sir, you will give
me a right of reply when he moves the amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

¢«That the gcheme for the procurcment and distribution of cons

placed before the Flouse be ?11313{"0"(1(1-”

The hon. Members, I think, must have gone .
been placed before the House and must have also gone through the amendments which
Mr. Karuna gindhu Roy has tabled on 1t. I have gone thi_‘ough the Scheme and I
have analysed it and I have found that it has been prcparcd in such a way as to malke
it difficult for hon. Members to understand what really the scheme is. Now 1t woull
¢ the Scheme for the procurement of consumer goods and for the distribution
been formulated in such a way as to consist of several parts. It would
better if this Sche.me was formulated in a cut and dried way, specifically
cach part of the Scheme separately so that cach part could form a question

he House for its decision on its own merit. Now, the Motion is that the

e wants to putn a Deputy Director

umer goods ag

through the Scheme that has

appear tha
thereof has
have becn
mentioning
to be put to t
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Scheme be approved. This implies that this House has got the right to nltcr,_add to
and also to modifv ths Scheme in any way it would like to do. It appears from the
Scheme as laid  Defore the House that to implement it Government hn.vc adopted
certain measures and steps, and that they have also .;uthiv\'vd\ certain 1‘(‘.51'1‘lts.
Ana[ysin_u the Scheme it would further appear  that l:l'sll}.", Government want
the approval of the House with regard to the appointment of the Agents. and also
with regard to the appointment ol the Trade Adviser who have been functioning
in Calcutta now. The Trade Adviser has got also a small office in Jalcutta to carry
on his work there.  The approval of the House for thv_l'um‘,}mns that ‘ha\’c been
allotted respectively to the Agents and the Trade Adviser s also being sought.
Government also seek the approval of the House with regard to the procedure thtl'.y
want to adopt in the matter of the distribution of consumer goods. That \\’Ollfl
appear {rom the last paragraph of the Scheme. So with regard to 'lll these matters
the House has cot the right, as [ said, to alter, add toland also to modify the Scheme
inany other wiy it would like to do.  In the statement also Government have men-
tioned the remuneration that is paid to the Agents, and with regard to that also
the House has to consider, whether the remuncration sanctioned is to be apprqved or
not. So it is very diflicult for me, as the Scheme has  been -ihl‘llllll:}wd, Lo guldc. the
House for a pmp:'\r discussion of the Scheme and for securing its verdict on the various
questions that stand mixed up, as 1 have just shown. )

As I read the Amendments of Mr. Karuna Sindhu Roy, } find the {\Wmendments
also have been drawn up in the same way as the Government Scheme. .:thl‘CfOl'C: I
am finding it very diflicult how to guide the House, both in regard to the Scheme and
the Amendments tabled. )

*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN:  Will it be better for you to .Sl)llt the Scl}e‘mc
into different items so that the House may get an opportunity to readjust !hc provision
framed in cach item, e. g., appointment ol Trade Agents and I'rade 'A(l\"ISCl:', dp::ocurc-
ment by the Government on its own account, assistance to the private tra Els, the
distribution of the articles, etc., in two separate parts, soO thzlt_ the hon. Members
may be able to express their opinion on different points that are raised.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : May I know, Sir, how the finances of the Scheme come
before the House ?  Is it proposed to bring lorward a supplementary demand to meet
the cost of the 'Trade Adviser plus any additional staff for the Excse Department to
administer this new branch of service ?  Or are we asked to apljmvc also the contin-

ent expenditure of which we know nothing at the present stage ©
i '1"111():(11'}1011’1)1(: the SPEAKER : The I\-glun’l)lc !Premicr will lndle.ltC to the House
some procedure with regard to the expenditure, to be adoptt:(d for securing the approval
of the House in respect thereol. _

The Hon’ble I}\{aulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Up tlllll no'w no
expenditure is involved.  We levy a small cess on the consumer goods. Tl(;: expen-
diture due to the establishment of the Trade Agents and Trade Adviser would be met
from that source. ‘ "

*Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: May I know whether the Government have any

authority to impose a tax without consulting the House ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It is a well-
known principle ol expenditure. )

*szu %B\BINDIQA NATH ADITYA: Will not that amount be credited to
Government account and expenditure made from the Government account ? .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SA.ADULLAi This question
of cess has been put before the Flouse since 1942, In the rice procurement policy, we
levied a cess of 6} per cent. as explained a few minutes ago by my Hon’ble Colleague.
This cess receipt lorms a separate fund and is kept in suspense account. If the cess is
able to meet the expenditure incurred, then there is no necessity for coming before the
House for voting of supplies.

) #Speech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  These are matters which woitld come up in the
course of discussion. I want to know how the Hon'ble Premier is coing to help mein
this matter. How am I to guid: the House with regard to the diflerent parts of the
Scheme ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULILA: The scheme
falls in three parts.  One part is, there should be some Government machinery in the
procurcment centre and Calcutta being the closest market to us we have set up such a
machinery. ‘The nextis as regards distribution here in the provinee, of goods that are
brought in. That is made perfectly clear in the scheme that I have submitted  Go-
vernment goods consigned come in the name of Government officers either Subdivi-
sional Officers or Deputy Cominissioners, as the case may be, who distribute them to
scelected, reputed and honest traders for sale in the market.  In the last 1tem, that
these goods are to be sold at the controlled  rates under the supervision of Government
officers, I have also mentioned. The Fxcise Department is in charge of this duty and
in addition to that, the Central Government themselves have kept o set of their stafl for
looking that the Control Ordinances arce carried out in the Provinee.  These are the
three different parts which have been made plain in the scheme.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER @ Now the difficulty about the amendments that may
be tabled is not in what way they are to be tabled, but how to adjust them in the
Scheme for the purpose of putting them to the vote of the House in relation to those
parts of the scheme which they would scek to amend. Take for instance the Government
procedure and machinery as laid down and described in the Scheme for the distribution
of consumer goods. Amendments recommending a diflerent procedure and an :dt(:rnfl-

tive machinery for distribution of consumer coods may be tabled. My difficulty in

dealing with those amendimnents would arise [rom the fact that the diflerent parts of

the scheme dealing with different subject-matters have IJr,:c-n_ stated in the S({hrmc in
a mixed-up fashion, really in the form of a statement, and not in a cut and dried way
as would show separately each part f:f the Scheme as a 5])cF|h(: and delinite question to
he disposed of by the House, cither with z'imr:ndnu-nls or without amum[m(.”‘!s €5 -I
must see if it is possible to dn_ something to place before the I-If)usc each single part
of the Scheme as a distinct question on a distinct item of the Government plan for
procurement and distribution of consumer gnod:‘;, with a statement, il -
what has been achicved by Government up till now on any particular item of the

scheme.
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Now, Sir, il remains for the House to approve,
the scheme or not in toto. In the scheme as it ‘;ta'nc'Is we have no opportunity of
registering our verdict ol giving expression of our opinion to a p;u'.tu';ul;lr item of the
scheme. The Hon’ble Premier has said that the scheme can be divided into three
parts. First is ~about procurement. With regard to procurcment it ought again to be
divided into two sections, procurement by Government on its own account and procure-
ment by the traders. On cither of these two questions and also with regard to the ques-
tion of distribution we should have the opportunity to register our verdict, separately.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I also see that the House is likely to get confused as
to what are to be considered consumer goods and what are to ])t? taken as sundry g_oods.
The Hon’ble Premier has said that the list of consumer goocjf is very large;, But in the
scheme two diflerent expressions, viz. ‘‘consumer goods’ and “‘sundry goods™ have been
used without showing the distinction between these two kinds of goods. Itis said that
the consumer goods are to be procured directly from the manufacturers and importers
on a provincial quota basis and other sundry goods are to be pur.chused in the open
market in Calcutta. Thereforc, the House is entitled to know what is meant by consu-
mer goods and what is meant by sundry goods. Another difficult question 1s about
the term ‘‘on provincial quota basis”. That point has also not been explained to the
House.
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The “‘Provincial

uota’ means the quota that is granted by the Government of India to the provinces.
q Babu KAMINI KUMAR é’EN :C Si:, that is perhaps with regard to lhli. articles
ordered or imported by Government on its own account. )

necessary, of

>

—
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*Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA :  We find that the scheme has not been
formulated in a proper form- they have not stated what

they arc doing at present
gl_ld what they propose to do in future. I'hey have jumbled the facts altogether,
ir.

*Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Will the Hon’ble Premier enlighten the
House further by detailing the points that were suggested by the Hon’ble Speaker ?
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER @ Yes, that will facilitate the business of the House:
I think. I will then allow the amendments the hon. Members would like to table
to the Scheme.  Alter putting the amendments to the vote of the House I will put
before the House the Scheme for procurement and distribution, as  placed before the
ouse, to be approved cither as a whole or subject to the amendments that will
be carried. But betore doing that 1 would ask to know for which specific  part
of the Scheme the proposed amendments are directed.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, may I request the Hon’ble Premier
to redraft it according to the discussion that has already taken place and then
come before the House on some future date ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir  MUHAMMAD SAATULLA: I can very
well carry on with the Scheme without coming before the House. Tt is  with
the intention of getting further suggestion from the hon. Members, as representatives
of the Province, that 1 have tabled this Motion, and during the discussion I would
not object to any amendments whatsoever if they are to be incorporated in the
Scheme, and after being incorporated there T would come forward if necessary on
a later session with a cut-and-dry Scheme. Then it will be open to the hon. Members
to vote on the specific issues.  Just  at the present .moment only three branches
of the Scheme are to be seen. There is no commitment on the financial issue
whatsoever. We Lave to sce whether we  should not 1}21\‘0 some  procurement
machinery in various trade centres. Secondly, whether 1111115?\'5 brought should be
distributed ecither through Government oflicers, as they are doing now, or whether,
as my hon. Friend has just now suggested, these should  not be done at all by
Government, and the entire matter should be left to normal trade. And lastly,
we must have an organization here in the Province to sce that whatever goods are
brought are sold at controlled rates and that someone 5110111}1 be in-charge in this
respect. ‘These arc the three separate items on which discussion may proceed and any
number of amendments can be brought or considered and if: I am in a position
to come to a decision that cach and every onc of the amendments can be entertained
I will at once do it ; if not all, at least, some of them could be entertained. You
suggest, Sir, that I should come with a cut-and-dry Scheme. That can be done
only in March next and as a result I will go without any advice from the hon.

Members of this House who would not take thiis oppm‘tunity or are not in a position :

to give me their opinion on the present scheme.  In that case, all T can dois to with-
draw this Motion and carry on without any suggestion from the individual members.

Srijut GOPINATI BARDOLOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, whether for giving advice
or for the determination on a particular issue the matters must be prc'scntcd before
the House in a specific form so that advice on that particll]ill‘ issue can be given.
At present the discussion must in the very nature of things be digressive and possibly
vague. Therefore it is better, as has been suggested by tE¢ Hon’ble  Speaker, that
we should have certain specific subjects over which the Hon’ble Premier will
exercise his discretion and modify them in the manner he would like hest.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, would it e possible for the
Hon’ble Premier to split the Motion into three parts and for vou to =zllot 20 minutes
for cach part instead of going through the whole business of moving amendments
which will be very clumsy. The Hon’ble Premier said  that he is prepared t0

*Speech net corrected-
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consider the suggestions and those suggestions may bhe taken as  cequivalent to
amendments. I therefore suggest that 20 minutes may be allotted  for cach part
and the whole Motion will be disposed of in just over an hour.,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What I would think is this. IFrom what has been
said by the Hon’ble Premicer it appears that the business can be monaged if  the hon.
Members will table amendments in the nature of distinct proposais. Now, if any
amendment containing a definite proposal is carried then Government will take it to be
mOdlIying the Scheme in that respect. So, hon. Members Hnay 1o on mhfin_'.: amend-
ments giving their proflosals on the three parts ol the scheme as placed before the
House and if amendments are carricd then the Govermmment  will judge how to  adjust
those amendments into the Scheme and to ascertain which part of the Scheme  stands
modified by the vote of the House.

Mr. Whittaker has suggested that in the discussion of the Scheme 20 minutes’  time
is to be given to each part. That suggestion is apparently based on the assumption that
this business will have to be finished within an hour. Certainly it would facilitate
the business if the House desire to finish the discussion within an hour. 1 wish to
know how many amendments are going to be tabled. Mr. Karuna Sindhu Roy
has tabled an amendment but his amendment has been worded in such a way that may
make it difficult for the House to follow it. So I would ask the hon. Members to give
their distinct proposals as distinct amendments to the Scheme. Take for instance, if the
hon. Members do not like that the agency should be retained or they want that a Trade
Adviser is to be appointed, then they may table amendments to  that eflect. In
this way distinct proposals may be put forward as distinct amendments,  to alter, add
to or modify the entire Scheme. ‘

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, is there any necessity
for going through all the technical procedure when it has been said by the Hon’ble Prime
Minister, that a favour has been done to the hon. Members by putting it for their
votes ? It seems the Hon’ble Premier might as well afford to withdraw this Scheme a.nd
get on without the consent of this House as is donc in other important questions, like
food-grains procurement, ctc. hg I think we should not go through :Ll_l thesc l_cc!mlczl]
procedure. If the Hon’ble Premier wants to hear our advice we can give our informal
advice without tabling any amendment and he can look to them at a leisurely hour.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then am I to take it that the House is not to take
advantage of the right which has heen given to it by placing the Scheme before the
House ? .

Srijut ROHINI KQMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 want to know whether Mr, Aditya
is speaking seriously or s bantering with Government.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUITAMMAD SAADULLA : 1 jake it that
my Friend is speaking in a serious mood which means that without taking the trouble pf
tabling amendments, hon. Members will put forward formal suggestions and I will
take them as amendments if these are acceptable to the Housc.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then I think it would not be necessary for me also
to put the Motion to the vote of the House. Hon’ble Premier has given a suggestion
and the hon. Members have given their suggestions and the Government will consider
what suggestions are to be accepted or what are to be rejected.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, I l_hink it is an imp'bss:ib.le
position. We cannot agree to what has been said by Mr. Aditya and we cannot refrain

from giving amendments and votes thereon.

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I am alfraid, Sir, Mr. Aditya has been
assuming that our discussions will bhe of no avail and that things will be lelt entirely to
the Hon’ble Premier. We do not yet know the financial implication of the whole
thing and even if an annais to he written on the books of account maintained by Go-
vernment on shis subject; the Monise maiat have a right to discuss it. I therefore think,
Sir, that tth: 1-E?li-_tnil{:;e:tlshc_;uld have perfect right to discuss the matter and in that view of
%}Zgﬁ?ﬁ 5 pl‘OI;I;l‘ or::_l the suggestion that has been kindly thrown out by the Hon’ble
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  If the hon. Members want they may accept my
suggestion and they can table Amendments on the floor of the House and the Hon’ble
Premier is quite agrecable to that procedure, 1 think.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE:
Sir ?

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER :  Justat 2 v when the matter will be taken up
again. Hon. Members are given one hour’s t'me.

The Assembly was adjourned for lunch till 2 p.wm.

When shall we move our Amendments,

{After lunch)

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy tabled some Amend-
ments yesterday.  Am 1 to take it that the Amendments which” he has tabled today
supersede those submitted vesterday 2 _ 2

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : The Amendments submitted to-day will be
moved, and not those submitted by me yesterday, Sir.

I beg, Sir, to move that the Scheme for the procurement and distribution of
consumer goods be amended as follows

Procurement  Machinery

Both the Trade Adviser and the Government Agents, Messrs. Civil Supply
Agency  be replaced with a ‘Trade Commissioner with necessary stafls uader the
Provincial Civil Supply Department to {ulfil the tasks of the both as narrated in para-
graph 2 of the Motion. It will be one of the main duties of this officer to give utmost
facility to the bona fide traders ol the Province in procurement of Consumer goods and
thus to try to keep the normal trade channel intact as far as possible.

Distribution Scheme

In the scheme of distribution preference should be given to the consumers’ co-ope-
rative stores and other approved dealers. In betweep the Government agency for
procurement and the actual consumers the middlcmamﬂlip shall be curtailed to the
minimum. The goods shall be distributed on ration basis.

Vigilance over procurement and distribution

1. A Committee of 9 Members be set up with Hon’ble Premier, the Secretary,
Civil Supply Department and 7 other Members from this House to 'bc clected for-
thwith, on the basis of proportional rtrprv.sent.ulion, for monthly review and checlf-
up of the whole process of procurement and distribution of consumers’ goods. This
Committce may tender advice from  time to time to the Government on all matters
relating to procurement and distribution of all consumer goods, which will be binding
on the Government.

2. Yor fighting black market, profitcering and corruption in the trade of consumer
goods the effective help ol public bodies, such as Food Committees an'd_ Clonsumers’
Committees composed ol all sections of the people of the localities shall be
taken.

The whole Scheme is vague and hardly anything can be made out of it. The
entirc Motion is a fraud on the part of Government to hoodwink the House and get
approval of their actions and carry it forward in the future. Sir, though it is titled
“Scheme for distribution of consumer goods”, there is no scheme whatsoever placed
before the House towards that.  What are we to give approval to ?

My Amendments arc a hu'nble attempt to critic.ise the Scheme both for procure-
ment and distribution.  What these Amendmcnts_ alm at is to cut out duplication in
procurement in Calcutta and make it less expensive and more efficient. It aims at
giving more scope to private Traders of the Province to carry on trade on consumer
goods towards which the Provincial Government should help fo the utmost.
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Sir, the second part of the Amendment is an attempt to present a - comprehensive
scheme for distribution of consumer  goods with the help of consumers  themselves and
the honest traders. It aims at preventing black market as far as possible. Sir, to
prevent black market, the co-operation of the Government with the people is vilzilly
necessary and this Amendment is meant {or that.

Sir, the third part of the Amendment is conceived to keep a constant vigilance
on the prt)(,:(:ss of procurecment and distribution through a popular comimittee elected
by the Hon’ble House.  In such a committee the services and co-operation of the
Congress Party may also be obtained. It will save the Governinent from much of the
errors and public criticism and will best serve the interests ol the people. It is not
meant to duplicate or substitute the Economic Advisory Board. It is meant for a
limited purpose to keep a constant control and vigilance on the procurement and
distribution of consumcr goods only. I shall now bring before the House certain
allegatjons against the Trade Adviser which T obtained  from the Assam Chamber of
Commerce.

From the start, the Trade Adviser hought in the
quantity of ropes, cocoanut hair oil (of some maker not gencrally known among
the trade and public), washing soaps (ol very inferior quality, not at "all suitable for
washing purposcs, which many of the traders, when ollered, reflused to buy from the
Government), shoe polish (also of some maker not known to the teade and not gene-
rally in demand) ctc., ctc. and sent for distribution in Assam. It is nccessary to ask
the Government (1) what considerations guided the Government Trade Adviser to
select the particular item ol unknown quality, also at what price, (2) why the mer-
chant for whom such articles were purchased were not consulted before buying such
unknown brands, (3) why the Governinent Soap Factory at Gauhati, which is manu-
facturing and supplying a 11’1}1(:11 superior quality of soap was not asked st it they JCEN
SU])]')IY the required soap for the Assarn merchants, (4) why_thf: Government Soap
Expert was not consulted belore }_;f:lur_:tmg such rotten soap, buying same at Govern-
ment money (wasting) unc! sending to Assam, (5) why t]‘u:: Government Soap Expert,
who also teaches the manulacture of toilet pmq:|C|,3.._‘m<:lu:[1ng manulacture of cocoa ut
hair oil, etc.) was not asked if he or any of his trained students in dilferent parts of
Assam, OT any existing manufacturing firm im Assam, could supply the requirements ol
Assam merchants in the above line, which would help such industries to thrive 1n the

Province ?

Some of the raw
oils, being under Government,
who had taken training from the Soap Instructor of
GOVCfnants recommmends Lo_lh(: authoritics concerned at New Delhi and at Calcutta,
for release of such raw materials.  So far as our information goes, the Government
had rendered 1o help (rather refused) to some of the trained studens i Assam who

\ctories but are handicapped for want of the raw madterials, an

opened small soap fz |
hed the department concerned, for the necessary B R sl

Caleutta market a fairly large

materials required for soap manufacture, like caustic soda and
the same cannot be precured by any of the persons
Government, unless Assam

approacl _ ) ! ! i : 5
Punjabi firm of soap manufacturers (Malik Soap Factory) at Gauhati, has been gran-
¢ for usc of much larger quantity of caustic soda and oils than they acually

and has been selling  the surplus at black

ted permi
ge quantitiy of the same (o the Punjab.

require for usc of their manufecture of soap

market prices, sending regularly a fairly lar

This sort of scandal must be investigated. There is a ﬁn_n of man.ufacturers (Stadce
Laboratories) of Toilet products, including cocoanut hair oil, r:lght in Shillhng,
whose work is handicapped for want of the controlled raw materials. The Govern-
ment neither asked the manufacturers il they can supply the requirements of Assam
of such articles, nor have they helped them in any way Lo procure any of the raw
materials they require urgently for carrying on their manulacturing business, in the
medicinal line also, which has seriously handicapped them in supplying the require-
ments of Hospitals, Dispensaries, private doctors and pharmacies all over Assam,
which fact 1s known to the Government.

with these words, Sir, T move my Motion.
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The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Mr. Chaudhuri will move his Amendment
now.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to mo_\ig:

l -

‘_"“lilt this Scheme  be operative only with regard to husbandry implements, bu
l!lg Il];llt'li.‘l].\‘. lll.h,\‘ .lll\l |u'“ [[1('[.11 \'lu'(‘[\‘_"

My object in moving this Motion is that, Sir, it is no business ol the Govern-
ment to bother their head about the supply ol luxuries. In these hard days we
consider that procurcment of hair ol as well as toilet soaps, face creams, powders,
ctc., and other things is annecessary and ol littde value to our poor p:'opie. On
the other hand, if we concentrate our attention to the husbandry implements,
of which there is a great demand, building materials, such as corrugated iron
sheets, etc., brass and bell metal sheets, our peasantry will be greatly benefited. I lay
Particular stress on brass and bell metal sheets, because our indigenous workmen
also require these materials tor their trade. 1 think, Sir, my Amendment will be
accepted by the House as my intention is that we must intensity supply of these
Necessary articles,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: My, Speaker, Sir,
following Amendment : .

“(#) The services of Mes:rs. Civil Supply Agency of 72, Canning Street, Calcutta;
be dispensed with with  effect from the st December, 1944 and the function
of the said Messrs  Civil Supply Agency as stated in the Scheme be allotted to
the Trade Adviser appointed in Calcutta .

(i) ‘The ‘Trade Adviser be allowed to have an office in  Calcutta with a
stall’ necessary for his assistance lor the discharge of the duties allotted to

[ beg to move the

reasonable

him,
(777) That Subdivisional Committees should be formed with officials and non-

officials in each Subdivision and also  District  Committees consisting of both
officials and non-oflicials in each District.  The Subdivisional Committees will inform
their requirements to the District Committees  concerned  who will  inform the
Trade Adviser accordingly and when articles arc received they will be dis-
tributed to the Subdivisional Commitices by the District Committees. The centres,
quota and traders should be selected by the District Committees in consultation
with the Subdivisional Committecs.  The supervision work should be entrusted to
the Supply Department which should be provided with necessary additional
S(aﬁ‘.” -

Sir, as it was rightly pointed out by you,itis very difficult on our part to.
take part in the debate when we really do no® understand what is really meant
here in the Sc_hcmc by thc_ terms lI'lu‘ “consumer goods” and the ‘sundry goods.
From the dictionary meaning it will be found that “‘consumer qoods” are so very
CXtensive that they may cover even food-stufl’ that we consume. Sir, when the food-
grain purchasing scheme has been passed by this House, and th::-re is a separate
scheme, I think we can safely omit those commodities and include the rest that
have not been included there.

i yinninge, it will be found i . Q : e -
e s Tt the eady, Sateiiomtion e The Hts Ab Soee et o

8 Y e el ST . - the llow of consumer "goods into
Assam, Various conirol orders, dilliculty in procurement and trouble in cetting
transport, etc., all contributed to these difficulties in the way of normal e fLIItl,CtiOﬂ?
ing.  To solve these diflicultics Government adopted a scheme durine t‘he month of
May last. But, Sir, if you compare the present activities of the Government <niea
in the Scheme and the activities that will be acted upon in the [uture o '?lsf' )
page 2, it runs like this:— Fob

X3 . y s e P - . )
assist It is Gpw_ﬂnn}cnt s intention to lec'l\ib- thSL.. %I_u.ngs to normal (rade which they will

, confining their purchases only to articles like iron and Steel, dlecnis holby. Eee
They are quite contrary. Iron and steel and the electric hulhs . ‘“(1: ulbs, s te
which have been mentioned definitely.  Sir, what was the ingent ‘ ‘an It }thWOrnmeﬁt
when this scheme was adopted. The scheme (alls under the 1:111110l1‘0 : 5 11? ] e tated
in the Scheme. * lollowing heads, as state
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It runs as follows :—

“(1) Assistance to traders in procuring
them ;

(i) Procurement and transpor of consumer  goods
and the manulacturers on a ]u'nvim:i;tl (quota Lasis ;

goods at controlled rates and transporting
dircetly from the importers

(iti) Procuremcent from the open markets in Calcutta or clsewhere of sundry
goods at favourable prices and their transport into Assan. ‘
(12 Controlled distribution ol consumer rroods within the Provinee.”

Now, Sir,if we lool: at the last sentence of the first page of this Scheme, we
find it runs as follows “The Agents have been precluded  from doing any pur-
chase operations for traders as this would lead 1o complaints  from unsuccessful
traders who may approach them.” Now itis quite evident that the idea which
prompted Government to adopt this Scheme has been practically frustrated by this.
What are the functions of the trade agents 2 It is  stated in the Scheme that—*<(1)
they will store and despatch goods procured by traders and left  in their custody ;
(2) they will take over and forward quotas of various goods allotted to this Province,
by importers and producers and they should  get a commission of 3} per cent.”
But what was the former idea, Sir ? It was that this agency will help the traders of this
Province in procuring consumcr goods. Now we find that our traders have to procure
the goods for themselves.  The only function that has been entrusted to this agency,
as will be found in the scheme itself, is that they will act as this Government’s
forwarding agent and also as the forwarding agent of all other. private traders. Sir, we
also find that there is a Trade Adviser who has got his office in Calcutta. It has, of
course, been said thac he has got a small office there, [et him have a few more helping
hands so that he can easily do the work of forwarding Government’s goods which will
be received by this Government [rom the Central Government according to the
allotment made 1o this Province and help the private traders in all possible ways.
Now, Sir, as I h has been stated in the scheme as welly

ave already stated and as
the said Givil Supply Agency was of some importance at the

though the function of ¢ I ortance

beginning, it is nowrpractlcally n.i no use to Lll(“. Province. As ‘rc_r,,r:u'd:j distribution,

think, if the Supply Department 18 ])I’OVld('d with necessary stafl, 1t will be better for
As we find in the scheme, Government

t as also for the consumeis.
want to empioy [nspectors of consumer goods ; so they are ooing to appoint a few
new hands. If these new hands can be given to the Supply Department, 1 think,
the work may be done by them though not satisfactorily but still better than the Ixcise

Department.

As regards the selection of traders anc
r Subdivision, all these should 1
nsisting of both officials and

this Governmcn

1 centres and so far as the quota is concerned
Lo left to the District Committee which

for a particula ) !
sentative one co non-officials like the

should be a represcit
present Food Commuittees.

Lastly, Sir, if I remember aright, the Hon’ble Premicr said that Government was
indenting dao, sickle, hoe and other agricultural implements.  But, 1 think, as sugge?ted
by Mr.‘Chaudhuri, if iron 1s mc_lcntcd hk‘c bcil—{nctcl and other t}}n}gs, our 1)lack51n1tl_ls
in the Province who are now sitting practically 1(11(; for want of iron _and steel will
also be benefited. sir, I hope the Hon’ble Prime Minister will kindly give due
consideration to my suggestions and will accept my Amendments.

Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move:
¢¢That the post of the Trade Adviser in the Scheme for procurement and distribution
of consumer goods be abolished.”

Sir, much that has been laid before the House in the Scheme for procurement
and distribution of consumer goods commends itself to me. 1t is only with regard to
one aspect of the Scheme that my Amendment wants to lay emphasis on. It is with
regard tO the procmjcme.nt part of the Scheme. With regard to this, T think, the
Civil Supply Agency that is now functioning in Calcutta is quite competent to work
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the procurement part of the entire Scheme and therefore T feel that the appomtmeut
of the Trade Adviser is entirely unnccessary. Sir, this post has been in existence for
th? past 4 or 5 months and the present incumbent has not been able to jus.tl'ly h'ls
existence. On the other hand, we found from the facts that have been elicited in
answer to a Question asked by my hon. Friend Mr. Kamini Kumar Sen the other
(!?Y, that certain things have cropped up which have become a Public scandal -:111'cady'.
Sir, all this we have got at a cost of nearly Rs.. 30,000 for the expenses of his office
and his pay. We have got other procurement agencies. For instance, we have got
Government procurement agency for importation of food-stufls and 1 believe there
are other procurement agencies lor textile supply and so on. Ifwe can manage
procurement in the matter of imported food-stulls and cloth supply, 1 don’t sece why we
cannot manage in the matter of consumer goods also.  So, Sir, 1 insist that the post of
Trade Adviser be abolished and 1 hope this proposal of mine will commend itself to the
Government and also to this Hon’ble House.

Srijut I;AKS}II':S\"I\l{ l;()l{OQ.\II . Sil‘,. ]. b(‘g to move [hc fO“OWillg Alncndn]cnt
on the Motion of the Hon’ble Premier, regarding the procurement o! consumer goods.

¢« That selection of the Agent at Calcutta for procurement, storage and trans-
port, etc., for the Government of Assam be made by a Committee consisting of the
Hon’ble Premier, and 4 other Members ol this House elecled for the purposc.
Local enterprises should always have preference and the authority ol the
present agents be withdrawn but that they should be given the option of applying for
the agency.”

Sir, the necessity for maintaining an agency for procurement, storage and Ellstri-
bution of consumer goods for the Province ol Assam is recognised by us all owing to
the present difliculty of transport. .lhc agency, as stated by the Hon’ble Premier
in his Motion, that is functioning 18, S0 far as Assam is concerned, a dark horse ;
1 have some experience of the performances of this agency. This agency sent
a certain amount ol washing soap 10 l)lhrgga_rh, and a large amount of the soap was
not at all good and there is no demand for it. As a matter of fact,-there is a fear that
Government will losc a large sum ol money on account of commission to be
granted (o this agency besides the capital invested for its purchase.

Sir, if a Committee, as suggested in my Amendment is clected, that body will have
the opportunity of cxamining the rates given by the various applicants, and it will also
be able to consider the sclection of the candidate after taking into consideration our
local peeds. If the selection of the agency 1s e_ntmsPCd to a committec, room for
corruption will be eliminated. with these few words, Sir, I beg to commend my Amend-
ment for the acceptance of the House.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move::

(1) That in_ paragraph 2 of the _(5‘5110““3 _dflete the sentence beginning from
“The ‘Agents selected............... general traders” and add ““The Acents will be
appointed from among the bonafide merchants ol Assam who have to fecp an office
in Calcutta’’; ) l ;

2) Declete the sentences beginning ! or the first two . e
Whet%xe)r for traders or for the Government” 'J'Ijld msert “They  wil] Sg(i:rt\’ lgcsﬂ;t rate of
commission of Rs. 4 per cent. on all the goods handled by them”;

(3) And delete the sentence bcgmmr]lg_ i:om .“ But to agsist ... Bengal
Government authorities” and add “and_tm i shall engage suchtrade Adviser
or expert and whom they think fit and proper alter due Consuﬁation with the Govern-
ment”’.

(4,) In paragraph 4 delete the first ?en§cnce and insery <y the matter of
distribution the Deputy Commissionet With the aqyjge (SO “ 00 8 s qiisory
Commjrtee assisted by the Inspectors of consumer gonq - 1e loca plopsdir will
see that such goods are sold through the bonafide dealerg ye responst

from *‘Ior
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Sir, the Civil Supply Agency consists of two firms ; this is illegal, there cannot be
a firm consisting of two firms. They are also strangers to Assam ; they do not know
the needs of Assam. There is a general gricvance about the goods :,nzpialic(l by them.
I have heard from Messrs. Kalicharan Booksellers, a big firm  of  Gauhati, that the
goods supplied to them were rotten and there was no demand for them.

Sir, there are m#ny merchants in Assain with their branch  offices in Calcutta.
Some of them may combine into a firrmn, which may be approved by Government,
They will know the conditions of Assam better, and if they supply rotten goods or
goods not in demand, these may be returned to them.  But, Sir, we canno do any-
thing now. I have also heard from Messrs. Dhanuka Mills  of (;auhati that they
placed an order for goods worth Rs. 4,000 about four months ago, but the goods have

not been booked as yet.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : What com-
modity ?

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : Groundnuts, Sir. [ have got several letters

in my pocket from merchants, who do not like their names to be mentioned, that
they deposited Rs. 5,000 about four months ago, but have not received  any goods
So, Sir, I feel that this Civil Supply Agency should be disbanded and a new

ct.
/);sgcncy, if at all required, should he appointed in its place.
I have also suggested that the ‘Trade Adviser should not be appointed by
Government. He should be appointed by the  Company, il at all required by them.
T have suggested an increased commission of 1 per cent. ; there

They will pay him.
will be a difference of 14 annas, from the
office expenditure of the Trade Adviscr.

Sir, some of my Friends have suggested  that  the  consumer goods sho‘ulgl be
limited to some articles. My suggestion is that we should not put any limit 1in
deciding our requirements. o . .

As regards distribution, we have scen that the Excise Department 1s not doing
well in the matter. There is corruption cverywhere, I have heard that a Deputy
Clommissioner entrusted an Excise Oflicer to select .th(: names of‘ dealers, and the
names of some bafzaﬁde dc_n](:t‘s were not included in th_:: list. So, I suggest that
the Deputy Commissioner assisted by the Food Advisory Committee should be respon-

ble for the distribution of these goods.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I am now placing

hut we will save Rs. 900 per month apart

the Amendments before the

House-
Amendments n_lovcd _
Amendment of Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy :(—

Procurement Machinery
Agents, Messrs. Civil Supply

1. Both the Trade Adviser and the Government s
ith necessary staft under the Pro-

Agency be replaced with a Trade Q()Inlnissiorlel- wi ! :
incial Civil Supply Department to fulfil the task of the both as narrated in paragraph
Vf the Motion. It will be one of the main duties of this officer to give the utmost
f? ility to the bonafide traders of the Province in procurcment'of consumer goods an
t?l(I:IS try to keep the normal trade channel in tact as far as possible.

Distribution Scheme

«In the schemec of distribution preference should be given to the consumers’ co-
operative stores and other approved dealers. In between .thc Government agency
f(ﬁ- procurement and the actual consumers the mlddl(_:manshxp ’i;hall be curtailed to
the minimum. The goods shall be distributed on - ration bhasis.

Vigilance over Procurement and distribution

1) “A Commititee of 9 Members be set up with Hon’ble Premier, the Secretary,
Civil Supply Depar;ment and 7 other Members trom this House to be elected forth-
with, on the basis of proportional representation, for monthly review and check-up
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of the whole precess of procurcment and distribution of consumer goods. This
Com.m'“c“ may tender advice from time o time to the Government on all matters
relating o procurcment and distribution of all consumer goods, which will be binding
on the Government. - \

(2) For fighting blackmarket, proliteering and corruption in the trade ol consumer
goods the effective help of public bodics, such as Food Committees and Consumers’
Committees composed of all sections of the people of the localities shall be taken.

Then comes the Amendment of Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri:
A’mcndlm'nl moved
_ “That the Scheme be operative only with regard to husbandry implements,
building materials, brass and bell-metal sheets.” ‘

Then comes the Amendments of Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee :

Amendments moved ‘

“l. T'he services ol Messrs. Civil Supply Agency ol 72, Ganning  Street, Culcutta
be dispensed with with eflect {rom the Ist December, 1944 and the function of the
sald.Mcssrs_ Civil Supply Agency as stated in the Scheme  be allotted to the Trade

Viser ;1ppninu-(l in Calcuua,

2. The Trade Adviser be allowed to have an oftice in Calcutta with reasonable
staff necessary for his assistance for the discharge of the duties allotted to him.

3. Subdivisional Committees should be formed with oflicial and non-official in
FaCh Subdivision and also District Committees consisting ol both official-and non-official
in each District. The Subdivisional Committeces will inform their requirements to
the District Committees concerned who will inform the Trade Adviser accordingly

and when articles are received they will be distributed to the Subdivisional Com-
mittees by the District Committecs. T'he centres, quota and traders shouldﬁ be
selected by the District Committees in consultation with the Subdivisional Com-

mittees, The supvrvision work should be entrusted to the Supply Department which
should be provided with necessary additional staff.”
Then comes the Amendment of Srijut Surendra Nath Buragohain :
Amendment moved :
. “That the post of the Trade Adviser in the Scheme
distribution of consumer goods be abolished.”
Then comes the Amendment of Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah :
Amendment moved : '
“That selection of the agent at Calcutta for procurement, stOrage and transport,
etc., for Government ol Assam be made by a Committee consisting of Hon’ble the
Premier, and 4 other Members of this House elected for the. purpose. Local enter-
prises should always have prelerence and that avthority of the present agents
be withdrawn but that they should be given the option ol applying for the agency.
Then comes the Amendment of Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin :

Amendments moved @
“That in paragraph 2 of t
Agents selected.....oeeee ....gener
from among the bonafide merchants of
i 8 i he first t services ;
Delet sentences beginning from “Ior the first two sent s enienen SRR ER R
whether f:rtilzlrfxdcrs or for LhLé Govérnment” and insert ‘“They w’1:II get a flat rate of
commission of Rs. 4 per cent. on all the goods handled by them.
And delete the sentence beginning (rom “‘But to assist......... ......B_engal Govern-
ment authorities” and add “and the Agent shall engage such.tradc Adviser or expert
and whom they think fit and proper after due consultation Vy‘lth the Government”.
In paragraph 4 delete the first sentence and insert “‘In the matter of distri-
pution the Deputy Commissioner with the ad}wcc of the local Food. Advisory _Com-
mittee assisted by the Inspectors of consumers’ goods will be responsible and will see

that such goods are sold through the bonafide  dealers.”
These are all the Amendments. Now a debate will proceed,

for the procurement and

he Scheme, delete the sentence beginning from “The
al traders” and add ¢The Agents will be appointed
Assam who have to keep an office in Cal-
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Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT': Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the
Amendment moved by my Friend Mr. Buragohain. I am at one with him in feeling
that this post could well be abolished. A procurement agency in Calcutta is  quite
unnecessary. I say that because it is within ordinary knowledge that there are traders
outside this Province, who have, in fact, refused the trade with Government agents
in this Province, and my feeling is that if a Government agency for the purpose of
trading in this Province, at Calcutta is established, it will-stultify rather than improve
the procurement of consumer goods. At the present juncture nothing can be said
against all possible steps being taken to encourage the flow of consumer goods into the
Province at the present moment,

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Does the hon. Member want to retain the
services of the Civil Supply Agency ?

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : I am coming to that. My point is this:
When ordinary trade channels are allowed to function in Calcutta, there is room for
only one agent who shall be entrusted with the office of obtaining  transport for such
goods as may be pmf:urcd by normal traders in this Province. If you (Eall him a Trade
Agent or what you will, I do not mind as long as his functions ar= confined only to the

uestion of transport and obtaining necessary transport to move consumer goods into
the Province. There can be nothing said against the desirability of the increase of
supply of consumer goods into the Province at the present moment, l)vcz;usc,_ apart {rom
many other Consxdcr;}lmns, we know tlu:.rc are certain ClCIllt:.lllS in the Province at ic
moment whose spending powers arc adding  enormously to inflation and need mopping
up- The import ol consurner goods is one nl' the ways ot doing it. lllc)Sf: goods are
not confined to one line of goods, e.g., building mnt(:rmlls or articles of luxury (or
whatever else) T do not mind. But.pm'sun;llly I 'sh(n.tld like to see as wl(]c' a range as

ossible of consumer goods brought into the Province. But T should certainly include

Juxuries amongst them.
Another aspect of the case is this that at the present time the morale of the people
ds a boost. I was very much struck while visiting various sites of recent pujahs
neledl‘n this Province to notice the pathetic absence of trinkets and bangles, little knick-
i clis that people buy for their children at that time. 1 believe, Sir, if they are
]’:)?gught into the Province, it will do a lot of good.

There are various suggestions made with regard to establishing committees.
eople seem to imagine that the establishment of a committee is at once a

e z Y 4 . . . " =
g for all the ills. I do not think there is room in this organisation for com-

anacea
mittees. ;
There is one aspect of the case which I suggest, Government would well give IS
That is this: having procured its goods in Calcutta by agents other than
Government agents, the Bpoking agent will see those goods on the train. _I Suggfist that
Govcrnment might see to it that the goods arrive safely at their destination. 'l_hat 18
e way in which Government (:01_1]d really function usefu!ly. At the moment pilferage
on ntinues on the railways. Finally, Sir, at the end of the Hon’ble Premier’s pro-

attention to.

still ff-—in the last paragraph—it is proposed to entrust the Excise Department staff
B9 he duty of distribution of consumers’ goods district by district in the Province.

with t

Well, Sir there is a suggestion in that paragraph that this Department should be

I think there is room for more than reinforcement in that Depart-

. 1 reinforced. ink | C 1 1
smta:) ?narc particularly if it is to be entrusted with an important duty of this sort. I
men® = case to support my argument that they should be entrusted with very little,

mtco??ﬁgaticm which appeared in the Assam Gazette of the 26th July last. It said that
a I:m-ol should be exercised, and the instruction was issued by the Commissioner of
CO;;cisc, Assam. Control should be exercised over the sale of clocks, watches, torch
lightss torch-light batteries, fouptain-pens, eversharp-pens, Pencils and- such ot}}cr im-

ortant goods the supply of which is very limited. You will note, Sir, that in that
notification there 1s no direction, no procedure, and no indication whether the control

2 one of supply, raticning or price. ~And finally, Sir, you will notice the hallmark of
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nefficiency, that  hrasce “such other important roods”, and 1 suggest that the Depart-
ment w.hu_'n is guilty of sending out that notification should not be entrusted with any
duty within the purview of this Scheme.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADI'TYA: Sir, first of all we must thank the Hon’ble
Pl'cm'lt‘:l' for the courtesy he has shown in asking for advice of the House which it seems
he might have vers well avoided. ALy way, Sir, the Scheme is vague and is not com-
Plete. The whole question ol procurement of consumers’ goods has been stated in such
a way that it is indecd verv ditheult for us to coatine ourselves to any specific  issues
an.d I for one could not find out any proper Amendment that T could 'put forward to
_lhu_! Motion. Already vou have observed rightly, Sir, there are so many complications
Init. So I will like to summarise our point of view with regard to this matter. Our
view is that the procure ment of consumers’ goods should be limited to goods which are
essentially necessary for the agricultural people.  Otherwise, we know, whatever Go-
vernment touches, as if with the wand of magicians, the things vanish from the market.
We have bitter experience of Government handling the Trade Machinery. We are
flﬂly aware of the difliculties of the acriculiurist in getting ordinary household materials.
_hcrcforc, we should desire that the normal trade channel should be maintained as
far as possible and at the same time the essential  commodities meant for the agri-
culturist should be distributed on the  planned  basis by the Government. So, the
CQPSUml?!‘S’ goods that are to be handied by Government should be limited to the
primary necds of the agriculturist.  Other of the primary needs of our peasants are also
medicines and diet which are meant lor the sick, My second point is that one of the
two machineries now maintained in Calcutta should be dispensed with. We do not
mind whether it is the Trade Adviser or it is the Civil Supply Agency, but only one
should remain. 1 do not think there is any possibility of co-ordination between these
two agencies. So to maintain  both ol them scems superfluous.  1f any trade agents
are to be maintained in Calcutta, they should be appointed by Government on tender
basis, The very method ol giving contract to parties without inviting any tenders
and without letting the public of Assam  know  anything about it, leaves room for
suspicion. ‘1 hat is why we should submit to Government that if an agency is to be
maintained, then they should invite tenders and il it is done, we are sure, the rate of
commission which is now being oflered to the Civil Supply Agency, could be much mini-
mised. My impression is that such parties may be available from the people qf Assam
who would be readily agreeable to do the job at lesser cost. Sir, commission 'of
Rs.3-2-0 per Rs.100 is not a trifling matter.  Why should we pay such a price for
securing transport only which is allotted already for Assam ?  Most of the consumers’
goods now available in Calcutta are quoted by the suppliers by F.O.R., F.O.B. rates.
Generally, Clalcutta merchants take the trouble of arranging booking facilitics. There
are certain articles for which suppliers refuse to take the responsibility ‘of arranging
freight. For such goods there should be a certain agency in Calcutta which should do
this job on behalf of the people of Assam. For such a purpose, namely, to distribute the
allotted quota ol transport, it is not worthwhile to pay Rs.3-2-0. Sir, formerly annas 8
per cent. was used to be charged for this business by the commission agents ln‘Galcutta
and in comparison, our present rate of commission is too high. In respect of this agency
the peeple of our Province should get the first preference. When the supply of goosis
is thus restricted to essential commodities for the agriculturist, I think, one agency will
be capable to handle the traflic from Calcutta. Again, as regards distribution in the
villages, the Clo-operative Societies should be commissioned as far as possible and in
the absence of Co-operative Socities, the normal trade channel should be utilised under
the control and supervision of an expert stall of Government. Here the Excise
Department has been entrusted with the duties ol supervising the distribution of
consumer goods. In Bengal we have Sce‘n,ﬁin respect of various goods, officers have
been taken from the trades cgncerncd, and (..hambm"s of Commerce have supplied
many of the oﬂicqrs n . different _depnrtmcnts.oi‘ Sllpply_ Excise officers who are
mainly busy_ detecting opium n‘nd liquor smuggling cases, are not supposed to” know
about the different varieties ol consumer goods and the technique of their distribution,
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ality, ctc. I'hey are not supposcd to know everything. T'herefore, some
ious lines U_f‘ tl'iif]f‘ should be #ken so that they may  cffecuvely control
and SLlpCI'ViSC []’IC Ell.‘;[l'l])lltl”n of those v Jri.. \\-iiil tiun(‘ corminents, f-}i;* ]' \\'U!lld

leave this matter ta the consideration of the Haonse.
- ' » SPIS ‘IR - . f i1t 19
The Hon’ble the S! FAKER : Order, order. Now, itis 3. p. Mo and we are

take up the Adjournment Motion of Srijut Beliram Das.

testing of qu
people from var

to

Adjournment Motion 7z forcible occupation of Grazing Reserves by ) PP
granis from Bengal
Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI:  With vour permission, Sir, I am going to
make an appeal to the Hon’ble Premier 1o consider this matter from the ;15|)r-('t\ that
was put to him by me the other day in regard o the procedure of discussion. T am
to-day putting this mattcr from the point of view of the matter of Moticn of the House.
What I now intend to say 1s that on account of  the present policy ol Government, a
civil war has already been brought about in the Provinee and it is our desire, a_strong
desire, thzt this sort of tking should not continue any longer. Whatever the Govern-
ment may think, we on our _-“"d", must o our best to avoid such a calamity to the
country. I appeal that.hrz will agree to @ talk between the partics concerned  before his
policy is put into exccution by !.lu: District oflicers,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T would like to tell the Hon'ble Leader of the
» made 1o the Hon'hle Leader of the House

Opposition that the . ¥ ‘
would not be in order at this stagc.  The Adjournment Motion S LI S

moved at 3 P.M. Therefore the f\-luliun aiust be woved now. In the ecourse of the
discussion the Hon’ble Leader of the House would certainly say wh;fl_lu' has to say on
the suggestion just thrown out by the Hovble Leader of the Opposition. On  hearing
the Leader of the Eouse, the hon. Memb o moving the Motion may decide if he would

press his Motion or withdraw it. .
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : The House may not give leave to
i the Motion.
WLth¥§:H°“’]3lc the SPEAKER : That would be quite immaterial, so faras the
i t is concerned.
ultxmsa;%:ul;csul IRAM DAS: | b(:g_m move, Sir :
c«cThat this Assembly do now adjourn for 1}“:. purpose of discussing an urgent matter
of public importance and of recent occurrence, viz., l'f_;l'r:ihlfr and unauthorised occupa-
tion of lands set apart for grazing purposcs by immigrants from Bengal and acts ol
laWkSSﬂess and brcaCh O.i _p(?a,«;.(: commitied ]’}' the lt‘(fSI)ilHH(‘l'S, without any (-_hcck or
hindrance by the authorities.” . .

The intention of brioging 1in this Acdjournment Motion is to put a stop to the
policy of Governmen: of throwing open the grazing rescrves for settlement with the
immigrants from Bcnga[r. This is the burning question of the day specially for the
Assam Valley peoplc. [l?(.: presci policy of the Government 18 _Icadmg the country
to civil war and all sort o R the people. The immigrants have become
desperate and they have been oCeupyIls all the grazing reserves, right and left and
thereby creating pam' Gl the people specially in the Districts of  Kamrup,
Darrang and Nowgong. .lhat the situaiion has been very tense .and acute will be
from Mr. Desai’s Report which runs as follows.—

evident from the passage RO . E iy
«The Assam Land and Revenuc Regulation is, so far as the immmigrant encroachers

‘are concerned, virtually non-existent. T he immigrants openly c¢laim to have short-
circuited the local stall and officers.  With the publication of the Government
Resolution on Land Settlement Policy of August last, Dewanias are said to have
been busy and brought in men ecven from Kamrup and Goalpara. Lvery day
new bamboo sheds and temporary huts are springing up in  the reserves. I foun
that the immigrants absolutely ignored the local officers (from  the Subdivisional
Officer dOWﬂW?rdS)s_SO mucdh so that they did not even answer questions put to them.
The f::W N‘_’Ra.h %;aczllf;s *;“ fﬁb‘san}ﬁsc ﬂ!—'amzm.v finding no protection from anywhere
give dohai’” 1n me ol the King-Fmperor. To this, some of the thoughtless

appeal he has Just now
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tl}?:)}'l‘ti‘“tll:' l\“.:t"i‘l'\'-""’l'_‘f ol \-.w[l l.“|¥!.!§f- replhicd  that the i_nupigrm}tf: themselves are
e, A 1!1.-11‘1' ."--i;-,w.' wimiliation tor the Assamese 1s Eltl]. I'hey feel that the
Sntoding and ll'll\.i'r':' --1_-1'” n :u-I the Hnnngrants | that the {_10\'(‘[’!]111811!; which is the
B iatio 5 eir interest has failed  them. All sections of the local
L'l n are greatly perturbed and their talk exhibits deepseated bitterness.
Suiuli-:-itgitl.l,l.‘ (l\lll;:-‘:“-“;il !“" fl”‘ "~li"n ni"lh: professional gr:;z;:ing reserves in the Mangaldai
< R e tlm- o ‘.'”t .l.t .tnl.z 1- ing reserves when [irst .vnu':t‘nut(‘.:l h_as been vastly
i 520 150 ”‘1.-'[, ant -‘u.;m l:ll . The number of buftaloes bcss'ldcs 151Epprcss¢d
e . 1t of cows 14,198 according to the figures of 1942-43. Thig figure
es the buflialoes and cows ol neighbour ng  villages.  Thus the area of grazing
razing reserves is thus far less than even

]'r() . - . e = . . #
grounds ac lll.l“} available in the professi wmnal
zing fees is over Rs.33,000.

a SIM]I;I l‘)l' the actual requirements. T'he grass gra
A \‘,(.]t“;'(‘ _l came to this  Assembly 1 went 1o see some ol the gmziug reserves of
B-l.',|'} “ue “]'_-\1"!1. _I sitw @ group ol reserves  just near the Mangaldai town, ViZ.,
« - . - _' _. - . - b . Y 1 1 1 1
n: _I,. pori, Karpori, Haripori, Missamari and Koreikhoa. 'here have been indiscrimi-
ate encroachments in these reserves,
ko Illu: immigrants have occupicd lands round these reserves and also in the middle,
1 the result that the oraziers  cannot grase. thetr cattle in these reserves  as the

Immigrants cither maim the animals or impound them I'here has been an assault case

in this connection and the case is pending before the Mangaldai Court. The day 1 went
he Assamese inhabitants

?tlll”.(r‘(l‘:'\gil::‘-(.(\‘\[':T ..u_l.nlh':-.r clash between the immigrants and ¢ ] :
Al « Ghapart. I'his case is also pending. During the last flood, the immigrants
forcibly occupicd Lands round one of the Atwtis of the NT(\‘}):IH graziers and being unable
to remain there the oraziers had to leave their hearths and homes and these Nepalee
l‘louscAs are in the occupation of the immicrants still now. Tlus the situation in the
Slll)dtviazi(m has been most acute and desperate.  About these reserves there have been
three _cvu:linn orders but evictions are not actually taking place.

Buln-(‘ is the case of the Tezpur Subdivision. "1t will be sufficient if I refer to a
passage from Mr. Desai’s report which runs as [ollows :

“T'he recent Government resolution regarding the Land Settlement Policy and
paragraph 4 ol their letter to the Commissioner which forms its pendant has, so to say,
opened the flood-gate.  'The immigrants have during the last few davs or weeks invaded
rescrve arcas west of Suaguri, namely, Bhojmari, Kumalia and Sipuria_.l. I mys‘c]fs_aw
new sheds—as yet unoccupied and untenanted—in the southern portion of Siporial.
N()L a soul was in the vicinity, 1 was told that they operate from a distant bz_lsc L
Suaguri, come in numbers, raise sheds and later begin to cultivate. The few graziers in
the neighbourhood are incapable of doing a nything apart from protesting and appealing

to Local Officers. 'The Local Officers find their hands tied by Government orders a_nd
The only alternative

are unable to help.  The immigiants do not listen to protests. A
for the grazier is to shift himself bag and baggage.. But where 15 he togo ? What is to
?  How is public health and vitality, which so long depended

raintained ?  How

happen to his animals :
on the supply of milk and milk producc by graziers, going to be n
‘nt source of draught animals for the plough

will cultivators get on without this import
or the cart ?”?

\ Even the village grazing ground called Bandia Chapari has been opened out for the

immigrants and the Tribal people who took settlement numbering about 60 families have

been forcibly ousted by the immigrants nd an arson case is pending 1n this connection.

In the Barpeta and Gauhati Subdivisions the professional grazing reserves have all

Tn the southern half of the Barpeta Sub-

bg:cn encroached upon with a few exceptions.
division there have been cases of encroachments by immigrants for the last four or five
years. ‘Lhese encroachments are going on increasing daily. In spite of graziers’ com-

o1 Records stalf and officers, no effective action

plaints and the reports of the local Land Ts ¢
against the encroachments has been taken. Lvictions were at first resorted to in some

places but were followed by a policy of indecision and inaction by Government. Gene-
rally speaking, the encroachers have been left undisturbed with the assurance that they
would not be asked to vacate till lands are found elsewhere. Fulara is one of the
biggest reserves of the southernmost corner in the Subdivision. The graziers from
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et }‘{umr“]) g5 S 1!".'{‘ buffaloes and cattle in this reserve. In winter, the
num.bcr (')f I)uﬂalm:s.;”-“m”y grazingr in this reserve rises Lo about 5,000, (:n;tlpara :town
gets its milk supply from this reserve. I have seen that about 300 immigrant families
have encroached upon this reserve.  The result has been that  there has been scarcity
of fodder and that the gr.’.xzir-rs havé &5 remove thewr hulfaloes elsewhere, ‘Tht g
el ared Of o el Ianr.ls in Barpeta was 1,21,086 bighas but at present not even half the
area remains as grazing rescrves. Recently there have been assault cases in the
Pudca reserve in the Barpeta Subdivision Riec: ’ ahs

Iu-thc Gauh;}'i Subdivision most of the reserves have been enc roached upon.
Accc_)rdmg b information and personal enquiry, Bhanvonmari, Lotoria, Dokania
Kurihamari, Makelipathar, Mandira, Naitara, and other n-v:r\'vjs have ;l];u been en:
Croachcfl upon by the immigrants.  Champupara and Phukhuripar reserves are situated
near Tribal people and there has been indiseriminate encroachment in these reserves
also. :Therc hag been encroachment upon reserve lands meant for the protection of e
Samoria Satra thereby wounding the religious sentiment of the Ilindus. In Dokania,
Bhangonmari and Lotoria there have been cases of rencli of the peace.

From all these it will appear, Sir, that people have lost all hopes of sccurity at the
hands of the present Government.  And unless thesc encroachments are properly dealt
with, the Assamesc people will have {o take shelter in hills and jungles.

In Nowgong, Laukhoa Game rveserve and Bhurbandha group of reserves are
situated on high lands where graziers Irom diflerent places can graze their cattle in fiood
time. At present there are about 1,200 buffaloes besides cows. The milk to th - Tezpur
town comes from these reserves. It will be great hardship on the parts of the graziers if
these reserves are thrown open  Mr. Desai states as [ollows recarding these reserves.
(Page 19) .—¢¢In shaping a cowrse of action we must take into account certain funda-
mental considerations. It is desirable that professional grazing reserve arcas should be
in big blocks and not in small one —so as to reduce friction with cultivators  as far as
POSSible° Secondly, it must be remembered that reserves on the banks of the Brahma-

utra, unprotected by hills, are continually subject to erosion and alluvion. Bhurban-
dha-Barghuli area adjoins the Brahmaputra and the Laukhoa forest reserve (which
harbours thousands of animals of graziers). Its existence should de; end on that of
Laukhoa forest rescrve (which has been separately dealt with at the end of this report.)”

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Mr, Speaker, Sir,
I very much dislike to intervenc in the debate. But I find that my hon. Friend is
reading from Mr. Desai’s report. Will he enlighten us how he got it ?

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: It was published in the paper- ~The Assamiya.

The Hon’ble the VSPEAKI’,R: The Assamiya is a vernacular paper. Was the

report published there 7 .
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The report has

not been published by Govefnment up till now. Is the hon. Member taking responsibi-
lity for it ?
Srijut BELIRAM DAS: 1 have

sent it to me. o ] ,. _
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then, it is a serious matter. So mebody must have

smuggled out the Report from Government oflice.
The hon. Member may proceed with his speech

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: That the grazing rescrves of buflaloes and cattle play
an important part in the life of men, is evident from the fact that (1) we get draught
animals for both plough and cart, (2) milk and milk produce to for our consumption
and (3) this is a source of income to some persont in the Province. The Royal Commis-
sion on Agriculture makes the following observations in this connection :

«In no country of the world arc cattle of more importance than they are in India,
Milk, j:hough important, is of secondary consideration. The primary function of the
cattle is as draught animals for the plough or the cart ; without them no cultivation
would be I?C.’S?lble nor produce grown be transported. Where stall feeding is little practis-
ed, the facﬂltlefslfoa ‘grzzgmg are the principal consideration. It may be said that in near-
ly every part of India the common grazing grounds and all grasslands close to villages are

got a copy of Mr. Desai’s report. Some-body

| PP
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generally hopelessly over .

its own‘l'um{ iuhl‘: '::1' lMl.wl‘"d-‘ l i“'.l'llslnl}l that an animal, if not working, sho

cultivator being u‘ul :1_1.?1 ¢ when there s no fodder available on lis holding, resu
g unwilling to make any unusual sacrifice for the well-being of his cattle.”

qil' Ipt

: me tur _— 3

> urn to the standard of fodder required for buffaloes and cattle. Ascords
¢ for buffaloes and

ing to Mr :
ir. ¢ t « £ .
Arbuthnot who enquired wbout the standird @fiodde

cattle of Ass: i
san, 1 0114 o : . F 5
,in 1918, fixed ten bighas for one buflalo and five bighas for a COW.
the figure 18

ACC()r 1 »
‘ din ‘ore S
g to Forest Department, where there is rotation of feeding
‘. ‘l“’
But our Go-

twenty i
.one bighas inc bi Y ;
B et ””-‘J‘”l: .““t(ll nine hl"_:!.l.l.\ for buffaloes and cattle respectively.
e dard :vf' g l:in.; .tgu(l“t‘l. advice ol the livestock expert Mr. \\'uodlb‘l‘d: have fixed &
cow. But so far as \]‘\ k‘n a buflalo and roughly one -and 2 half bighas for 2
the veterinary :Ic-u'r.:-‘.\(l: ll:m. e g I\\”m“u“l is not a livestock expert and he lacks
e ary deg ( ¢ an expert. But for his 1 : scti S W 207
en nowhere in the Assam Civil List his high connection he wouldhas
It will surpri i ks
surprisc you, Sir, to fi ' N i
(llroug], their l)\lllli(-i[:- = E i find that the same Government have publlshed recently
better cows'® which —_ ‘(-tl‘hlllnnu-nl a ‘l(“.lll(‘l or p:nnphlvl entitled, **More milk {rom
about seven l)iqh‘-lq oF i as follows: “L'ests have been made which make it clear that
good sort of 1:‘1‘:1%;\ i< ”tA)m.m(m grass lands are required for a cow for a year. But if 8
e T .-“;._,l(l\.-\ n ](?H these seven  bighas of lands, it will be sufficient for
should be l't:('lu.il"':d [‘)fL\ Li“ “’.I.L[-'hils arc required for one cow, at least fourteen bighas
or a buffalo, 1t we take 'd is i bt
ment pamphlet to be true. s ke the standard P“bl“’h‘:d in the Govera
Sir, in 1939~ JOV invi
e In, K L0 Government invited petitions from persons
¥ g '“‘”-h:\ﬂ.t.n.i Hmu:s;l_u(l\; of petitions were submitted by the
i .(‘“;'1:: eight court-fee stamp. These petitions are still lying w
if lands are ‘50;11(‘(; Hlmllnl abruptly abandoned this policy on the ground
inds are scttled on these petitions with the Ass: e pe :
i . Assamese pe : re W
for immigrants in Assam. cse people, there woul
Sir, this G
] ; is Governme e s quite ignorant of
E0ns o with the Gover nt kept us quite ignorant of the 1
oo Wil ¢ Government of Bengal regarding opening
y L . ¥ - - E . k. = o
ST (1)5? 30‘1!}1 é) f;cnl the immigrants. Itis from the communiqué
1 =y , = -~ L= 1 = .
o B ‘c ober, which 1 u,.}d m_lhc House the other day,
Fironi] CN was going on. I. think, it is for this reason that Sir
van Noon visited the capital of Assam.

i wseis Teods st i e Fo et T d
serving the grazing -ql‘0u:‘1dq S'“S S0 (,fnvmcnt to\svtt‘lc lands with ¢
prohibit per 2 s. Sir, according lo (.zovcn‘xnnent of Indi ® C

persons coming to Assam, but 1t 1s quite certain that we can Pl‘Othlt epbu

tlement : .
nt of lands with the outsiders when we ourselves require them. To provide
ent of Bengal.

requiring lands for
landless people of
ith the district
probably that
ld be no room

act that there was something
out of grazing lands and
of the Government of
that we could learn
Nazimuddin and Sir

ntral Government asking
efinite that the Cen-
outsiders by dere-
a Act, we cannot

lands : ; >

he Cfg t}_m Bengdﬂ. immigrants 1s the rcsponsibility of the Governm

vernment of Assam is not responsible for them. The primary duty of the
Province.

Ifare of the people of the
h outsiders will be evident from

on l4th March 1942—

113 g - . -
One thing is plain beyond doubt and that is that, although it is not possible to
e is not enough waste land fit for settlement

2201; immigration into the Province, there
inte:g;)tm;mzdati: a.lfl‘ tho_S(: ‘who are in search of land, without seriously prejudicing the
from B,c o 1on 3210 the 1r_1d1gcnous people but al§o of those who have already come in
oo ngal an settled in the last twenty or thirty years, and that consideration must
n any arrangements that are made for settling land.”
st 1943 of this Government and the letter of

the I?ir, the Resolution of the 24th Augu
evenue Secretary to the Commissioner of Divisions, specially paragraphs 4 and 5
n bl

are actually invitations to the immigrants to encroach upon grazing re
: i : : azZIng reserves.
WithSll;’ I shall not take much time of the House, as I have alr jd :
these words, Sir, I cominend my Motion for the ch(,pt;lncle Caf thtallifn much time,
ABERHILE o e House,

Government of Assam is to look to the we
That there is no sufficient land for settlement wit
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Lt THe Hon’ble . CSPRFAKEDR - .
“’il‘;_. 'EIX“ fJ!L'l]}IL i‘ﬂ] EAKER : Motion moved -
2t g 115 ASsscin adio AR 4. s .
of Blic : 8 : Ly 'do now adjourn for the purpose ol discussing  an urgent (matter
public importance and of recent occurrence, vi-., forei .
b £ lande o e : urrence, o2, forecible and unauthorised ‘occupa=’
m of lands set apart [for grazing purposes by immigrants from Bengal and acts of
lawlessness and breach of peace co {ted b o ' , e = 4
Hind I peace committed by the trespassers, without any check or
indrance by the authorities.” : '
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyi # 7 . :
S; : - I““"'V‘, Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speakery
Sir, I welcome the suggestion made | : it y
think-he remenibers [r"’ nade by the hon. leader of the Opposition, for, I
vy .‘ ¢ : 1|‘:l it was my policy in 1940, immediately  alter assumption of
ce, to convene a  Conference of all concerned, specially  the representatives) of the
three lower. Districts of the Assam V: ; A et Tt :
it ok [ | 21 B3Itk "11‘3}"- In that Conference we wanted to evolve,
fion I"I’i(‘!id‘i :'l].d “'Z‘r ("“1_ ..s_t:lllt'n:l'nl in the Province. [ remember many of my;
Val].c :1 J. d,' ) 16 .r.m-gu.s.s ' Party, representing  all interests ol the Assam!
by \;fobi(*f{”'c :1} Tfa l'}l‘ll”igldnlb, bch‘c'dnl(:d Caste Members as well as Tribal pcoplc, sat
Dt ‘111 L}l({ ﬂ.on ulfnu- and ultimately a resolution was adopted {or the Nowyong
b'él rI_‘ fi I'u‘I('J cct that one-third of all available Government waste lands should,
& _35%1"3.( .ur.ult_l;u, expansion of the Province, and new lands in large blocks be
I'whc d““.’?ﬁ{”tj_t 1c applicants of both indigenous  as weil as immigrant  people.
.’ﬁt cc;*’}s" Uh”],i,’c‘:ilu'““-" population, three divisions were made, one portion was
%_UWCH.or the L1 al pcu])lc,_ one for the Scheduled Hindus and the other for, the
aste indus. I'he poor indigenous  Assamese  Muslims were merged  together with
t.h(; immigrants to g?tlhm.r share of lands. After we unanimously decided in this
]1_‘1"1‘(: _and .;lftf..'r " SPCC'?I -r)”IC(:r was appointed to demarcate blocks, 16 receive applica-
tions—of which M. Beliram Das has made mention in his specch-—and when every-
thing ‘was rca-ldy for settlement of lands according to the number ol applications
received, a big hue and cry was raised from interested quarters and’ as a ‘result”of’
- ]
which one' of our Colleagues thought fit to resign [rom the
e that I Imd to resign on behalf of the entire Cabinet.
93 Administration _and the labour of this protracted negotiations and - the
laid at rest by the then Governor, His Excellency: Siv,

]

(labinet with' the!

consequenc
by:Section
unanimous conclusion were

Robert Reid. i
o1 willy nowy only  be too glad to accept the hard of co-operation which . mytl

Friend,. Srijut Gopinath. Bardoloi, has extended.  Let me state here again and I hope:
I will be able to convince him and those of his way of thinking ‘that the best; course:
was to. accept the l:tf.:so]lltlon we arrived at after the Conference of rt:prg:;s(‘ntativcs of
the diffirent groups in 1940. I would again request him that if I convene sugh &
Conference he along with oneor (wo of his friends from his way of thinking will
kindly give gonsent, to sit on, that Conference. For we hecar every day . that the.
Congress Party 15 not in a position to accept any nomination to.a Clommittee  which,
is;nopformr;d on an Cl‘{‘;t.ﬁd- basis.. This matter js so vital, for the best, interest of all,
On in the Province, that I would request him that for once we should withdray

congerped 1 e

from this attitude and join hands with me in sitting round ,a table to. come. to some:

satisfactory solution of this vexed problem of land settlement.. . . b kRS
ol December and if

If the Conlerence is to sit at all, it must sit by the middle .
4y 'hon. Friend, the Leader of the Opposition, agrees to sit with us on the Conferénce, 1
ared to stay new settlement of lands in professional grazing reserves to ‘thatdate.”’
GOPINATH BARDOLOT : I desire to say; Sir, that in 1940 GCéngress
tly in Jail and whatever decision was arrived 'at it 'wasi no!

am prep
v Srijut
Parvy: Members ' 'were mos
done with the: Congress Party Members. ¢ e Y v iy
. The Hoén’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : = Srijut Sarveswar:
Barua and Srijut Kameswar Das were Members and attended tlie Conference, Sir. o7
Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : That was in 1940. piain g G
‘he gheoﬂgg;?{gt;z f}iﬁKE:{ :  Order, order. It is now for  the hon. Leader of
the Opposition.to say whether he is willing to accept the offer. that has been. made,
By e o Izga}?efdﬂf the House. Theg Hon’blé3 Leader of the House has .j.u,$_t'.fsa?d
that ,h,c, };,goé?i% ‘rdc:(;cdizrll Conference in December next and in the N irae mo
1and’ settlement proceedings will be stayed till that date, provided the hon. seader 0}

i

the Oppos‘ifiof’f accepts his offer.

ol

AR

This was' followed" _
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H(,n’.‘?,r]:‘!u[gl,i_,l:ﬁ)'l‘z_li !\fs Il_] l‘;]‘\lN‘I)(.”.‘{ )l‘i_'“\\'ll-lt [ was really wanting to ]Jt)illt-nut'-tqthc’
B et over 1he . ”H:I: ¢ ; since Il ).s.‘, attempts have been 'made: to, arrive at some
e ment L l.'-]mlt“”r.[l li_.” :;::u:.u mu‘ l.‘!b l.:i\\'c' lln-p'n_g(nln\l_:- on wliich -Ticlthnc‘r‘ the
8leps:haye been taken in age . H.lljllfl 1t s l(-)fl « !1.1\ ¢ been done nor -su icient
to him is this (], 63 "I' 41y way i9.case the situation. What I awas:justs poiniting
all actions t];‘\l ht;:.- -m: I.I.‘ meantune proceedings should be stayed. I mean to say that
wherever ”"_;.(_ }]‘“.:. b - ”‘ l’_"_‘l“‘.\‘t'tl over the scheme should be stayed, ‘and; that
e i |?,l,- fll n 'c neroachments, he will direet  the oflicers C.on(:_('l_‘nlt_‘d thz’t_.tL at
HFexccst, (‘\’I;(_l."‘ “l‘ t 'l' ‘!M “]:H'-t\' are concerned and where there  has hE‘C:l 'nc;:Upa.uo‘ﬁ
bifer g .n‘u')m tion should ake place.  In the meantime, I accept the' Hon’ble I::cnlzqr:§
. et and discuss the matter,
< e ‘ nr lis
o 1 he l'll)l\"l)l(‘ .\'.‘Hl':l\-i .\'.!i\ Itl Sir \I[ll\ \I.\I.\]) S.‘\.-\I)LTLL.‘\.' 1\[\, '[.‘rie"q has
cxizgi!;}lt;l:\‘.“?(:_r z:rlmuul_.imt now in order to press that the encroachment has bccnmr
e mugtiI,(l-!:-(\:il:t:-.'i‘m \l\ F‘I\.-ll Ilsllnw‘f‘ss';lr)- for the cattle paying tax :Iu-.d that th:: %;ftloas-
: A O T T % : o bt e
a'gesture of good will. I w ;" .H‘Ul'.hl\( t‘n .\tu‘p‘ r:l-(,l‘na!(‘c't[ln‘n‘ﬂr ‘t _105(.\tcscu(,.,“ : as
g » 'would  order those officers to stop further settlement of  those
Marcated lands where many people have already settled, till the middle of December.
. Srijut. GOPINATH BARDOLOT: I am satisfied with the assurance’ just’ now
gen by the Hon’ble Premier. T hope, I heard him correctly when he said “that the
O¢cupations which have taken place in the demarcated areas will ‘be stayved ‘settlement
t.ln we have decided the matter in the Conference. g 5 :
17 Srijut' BELIRAM DAS: As the Hon’ble Premier has given an assurance and as
our hon. Leader has-accepted it, 1 beg leave of the House to withdraw my Motiod, "
*Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA : In connection with' the matter that has just
lJlT{:‘n (:()m'ludv(l, [ want the Hon’ble Premier to say whether the I‘Cpbi‘t of 'the Sp(‘ci;'ﬂ,
OI:}ICG!‘ will'be circulated among the officers. : . 0T

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA @ Thé report' of
Mr. Desai will be placed before the proposed Conference. : . g RO
The Hon’ble the SPEAK ER: The next item of business is the further .diSCl,l.SSi;Qi,L
on the Motion for, procurement and distribution of consumer goods. - aie1i friseny
o Srijut. ROHINI KUMAR  CHAUDHURI:  What about  my fAdjournment
Motion v bail 21nbut risee A

"y of 09 vy

LY 5 ' { i
/+'The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T am not taking that today. kil ¢ DG o i
- Srijut ROMINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am speaking about ‘my Motion' ‘6
gl‘azmg reserves. - ‘ 5} 5 ‘ ;
‘Th( Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T thought the hon. Member was not going to move

vg

1
o Srijiit ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURT: My Motion stands on. 4 . differene
ooting. | : ' i T
' The Hon’ble the SPEAKER': Reference was made to the question to winch the
hon. Member’s Adjournment Motion relates by the Mover of the last Motion.  On the
othér'hand T took it-that the hon. Member was not going to move his: Motion, = =
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That was about t_lge _Sa_marla Sa.tra—-i
a'religious place. By the order passed in 1931 by the Deputy Commuissioner of Kamrup,
tl}# neighbouring land of the Satra, in the interest of the Satra itself, was e?{c.lude_d from
settlément.  Fl¢ kept it as a reserve but now a large number of Muslim immigrants

¥

T T e e *#Speech not corrected. , TR Vo
TThis Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a question of urgent public importance of recent occur-
rence, viz., the forcible occupation of land in the neighbourhood of Samaria Satra in the District of Kam.
nf![;-lw}:}(:h was especially excluded from scttlement, in future, in order to respect:the religious sentimeng
of Hindus.”” - !

3
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have been settling Jithe Satr: .
\ve - g round the Satra which was stop ed by the order of the Deputy Com-
missioner. ‘That point should also be examined Pl ; f the Deputy Com
] oD : 3
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Yes, it will be done, ¥ il

Further discusison on the M(ttion* 7¢e the Scheme for Procurement and Distri-
bution of consumer goods

X The Hnn’_blc the S]i]-};\ KIT,R_ . Is any other hon, Member voing to speak  on shie
mendments tto the Scheme for procurcment and distribution of consumer goods ?
Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think Govern-

ment 1n their Scheme for ]n-ucuu:lm-“t and distibution of consumer ;ymcls have plzlccd

all the facts that led them to adopt a Scheme like this. Now, Mr. Mookerjee while
ished and

moving his amf;ndmcut, gaid t]l‘?ll_ the Civil Supply Agency should be aboli
the Tra.dc Adwscr.sI}nu']d remain. His :xr;;unu:ntj’;u'«- that according to this scheme
thc. duties of the C1v1_l Supply _Agum:y are narrated here in the Scheme il the Grikie
assistance 1o .tradcrs in procuring goods at controlled rates and transporting them. The
second duty is procurement and dhstribution of consumet goods directly from impor-
FEXA a“‘? In:&inufac.tllrcrs on a provincial quota basis. ‘I'herefore, he concludes that at
the beginning, this Agency was employed for assisting traders and for procuring their
goods. Now that Government have changed that policy and have prohibited the
Agency from purchasing goods for Assam traders, he argucs that there is no necessity for
this Agency at all.
[ am afraid, Mr. Mookerjee has cither misrcad the Scheme or has misunderstood
He will find in paragraph | where it is said “The  Agent sclected are Messrs.
Civil Supply Agency, 72, Canning Street, Calcutta, 2 partnership of two big firms of
importers and general traders”. Their activitics fall under (hree heads. The first is that
they will store and despatch goods procured by traders and left in their custody. So,
their duty is not 10 purchase goods for traders, they are to store and despatch goods that
may be procurcd by lFEl(l(f_l‘S E}Hd left in  their custody. Then their next duty is to dis-
tribute them to different districts as advised by the respective traders. So, his argument
that because this Agency has been” prohibited  from purchasing goods for traders, their
existence 15 not jusliﬁcd and does not hold good at all. Now, if the hon. Members think
that it is necessary that an agency is to store and despatch  goods purchased by the
Assam traders and left in their custody for transportation into Assam, I think the Agency
should remain. Now, Sir, 11 these days when  transport difficulty is so grave, when
Assam traders find it difficult even to travel to Calcutta to get their goods, and even if
they go to Calcutta, they do not know how to find a placc to stay, and at a time
when the Calcuttd markct is so fluctuating that they do not know where to go, they
should have some agency 1n Clalcutta to advise them as to what articles are available, at
which places, aqd at What ratcs. After the goods are ])urclmscd, difliqu]tics of transport
come in; they fail to bring their goods straight to the station for booking as they used to
do prcviously and send them to their respective places. Therefore, they must place those
articles in the custody of somebody who will take care of them, and then transport
them to their respective destinations when convenicnt. So, the nccc§sity for an agency
in Calcutta is very great, at any rate as long as war conditions prevail. ) o
Then, Sir, complaints have been made against the Agency by my frlel}ds, Srijut
Lakshesvar Borooah and Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin. They said that they r(;ce_wcd com-
laints from various local traders that the soap supplied to them was of inferior quality
and the price was very h.lgh. As against that, it was Pointcd out by the Hon ble Pre-
mier, in reply to 2 question by my friend, Mr. Kamini Kumar Sen, that this soap was
ordered not by the Agency, but by the Trade Adviser. The order was_ placed with the
Bengal Trading Gompany for country washing soap by the Trade Adviser. The goods
hat Officer and they simply sent

came to the Agency according to the orders placed by t
them to Assam. T'herefore, they were not responsible either for the quality or for the

price. 1t was brought to the notice of Government as well as of the Members of this

it.

= % See Appendix Lae o
TSee Appendix “E”
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-?ﬁgl;_:l]:i i;‘,::(’f”:r""':::"'f X were placed ~II‘1\. tl.w Trade Adviser with certain companics.
Bt However. fou l“ 1tﬁ '\',"‘I_" nickel buttons, steel lmttqns ".m(.l wire strings. It
) ver, nd on enquiry that all these hrms sent their bills in the name of one
pl::rson_ [Chis shows that although the firms were in different names it was one and
e e Al e il e deliveed ot the 3 g
that Pl'il‘l".‘i lor llnl'\;(' 11 lli« 1 -"“ (‘I.\.“( 'f] }, t‘u ) ‘|“¥. sas l'il(‘!v Adviser. It was al.so found
sometimes 100 1:.-1.' .{.-t‘l L ( \ Vel l h.\.d 5 |"\ l]‘“‘. l.ul(-. .\tl\'.lscr ; and that the p"c.cs. wc.rc
the Guh‘n‘lt'l market fi ‘- '1'l -\“i,r.m 1,“1'1 \.Jl REP EEibS hlgh::‘r than those prcvalllng n
it is for UN.'; Il.;m‘ i - l R ticles at that time. These articles came to Assam ; now
ki ' > judge whether the Agency or the officer who placed these orders
with F!lllm'vnl firms is responsible.
' ‘hu', I quite agree with the hon. Mr. Chaudhuri and Mr. Aditya that more impor-
}::}(fﬁlf‘}::m(i‘\-l::. ,!:‘:\'vn\_u_) .%:uirruhnr.d implements- ~the things which are necessary
B e r T i s I have already said, the orders placed by our I'rade Ad-
ser were for nickel buttons, «teel buttons, tooth paste and other things. May I ask
whether these things would at all benefit the cultivators? It is said that the Trade Ad-
viser was appointed to control the oprrations of the Agency. It has been rightly point-
ed out by Mr. Buragohain that we have agents in Caleutta for supplying foodstufls;
we have also agents in the Provinee for supplying rice. Is there any officer to control
adviser to advise them ? Sir, we spend more than a
. and if these things can be supplied by the
agents without any control, 1 do not know why a Controller is necessary to control the
Agency for the consumer goods.  Sir, my Friends of the Planting Community will
agree with me that all the tea companies in Assam have got their own agencies in
Calcutta, and all the requirements of heir estates are sent by those agencics. Have
any of these companics got any T'rade Adviser to control the agencies in their opera-
tion ? (Voices: No.). Il soand if many big companies can have their requircments
through their agencies in Calcutta, I do not understand why a Controller is necessary
to control the Agency for sending counsumer goods to Assam. Sir, it has been pointed
out that a sum of about Rs. 30,000 is being sﬁom over this Trade Adviser. It is for
the House to judge whether we are justified in providing this amount for this post.
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, at the outset, I must :_a.dmit that
the supply ol consumer goods has been very scanty, and as such it is quite fit and
proper that Government should take some steps to ensure & constant, regular and suffi-
cient supply ol consumer coods.  But, Sir, the Scheme that has been adumbrated be-
fore the House, cannot be supported in all its aspects. With regard to the procurcment
part of the Scheme, T think it would be better for (iovernment to stay their hands,
as much as possible, from procurement on their own account. It would be safer and

more expedient on the part of Government, at least at the pl:CSCl’lt moment, to leave
the procurement of consumer goods entirely in the hands of the traders t_hemsclvcg,

The first part of the Scheme which states about the assistance to traders in procur-
ing goods at controlled rates and transporting them, I think, Sir, this part should
remain. ‘This is very necessary at the present time because due to difficulties of trans-
port and also the allotment of cuota on a proviucial basis, traders cannot poss:bly get
all the consumer goods they want, and cannot get necessary transport for the same
unless they get some help from Government. S0, Government must have some
agencies to assist traders in procuring and transporting consumer goods.

With regard to the second part, that is the leroc_:urcmcnt anfl transport of con-
sumer goods directly from manufacturer on a provincial quota basis, this can be left to
the normal trade channel by calling for tenders .f'rom different traders. Government’s
hands are too full with prn(‘.urmncnt of food-grains, SO t_hcy should not now take the
risk of doing this because the procurement of food-grain is far more urgent than pro-
curement of consumer goods. Moreover, Sir, the _tradcrs themselves are better ex-
perienced and better fitted to find out the quality or brands that will find a good
market here. It is impossible for Government or any of their agents to make a

mer goods, or to find out the quality that will find

judicious selection of the const )
a ready market. Therefore, MY first suggestion would be that Government should

these agencies 2 Is there any
crore for the supply ol our food-grains,
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I can only say, cxcept for goods which it would
Goods that have been included in the

§tay” théir' Hands as far as possible,
Kumar Chaudhuri, the Go-

be impossible for private traders to indent.
‘.'_%:'l_’ncfvfd_f"flc'nt of "my hon. Friend, Mr. Rohini
‘vérpment can take the risk of procuring these articles leaving the articles of luxury for
'_t%{c__norlnal; trade channels to deal with. Here, Sir, it seems that there is some con-
__f'qswn "aboqtf}hr; 'Sr:ht:m't as has been adumbrated because in the first item it is said,
rt_ha‘f_ th-é‘ purpose of appoint ment of the Trade Agent is to give assistance to traders in
procuring :{oorls at eontrolled rates. But as has been rightly pointed out by my haon.
Friend, Mr. Mookerjee, it is curious that these agents have been precluded from doing
any 'purchase 'f:r')r the traders. If the main purpose of appointing an Agent is to assist tra-
ders in procuring goods, what is the reason for the Agency being precluded from  maz
kirg purchases for the traders themselves? If there is an Agencey for the purpose an i
that Agency be reliable, certainly it should be allowed all opportunitics of procur=
fng go6ds for the traders themselves. 1 do not khow why this prohibition has been
$iade, T am afraid, Sir, my hon, Iriend, Khan Bahadur Keramat Ali has probably

“hisunderstood the position.
oK hdn Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI:  Please refer to item No. (i) in para-

e 5P 1 Reas L .
;g’(gph 1'of the Scheme. ' .
S Babu KAMINI K[J I\IA]{ F)RM 'l'h(-rq: 1L ig;
< at’controlled rates and procuring them’. v
7 My first suggestion is therefore that there should be some agency for the purpose of
,pi'oc'uféh‘lent of constimer goods and also for the purpose of transporting the same. I am,
iowever, not satisfied witf_l the present Agency, I mecan the Civil Supply Agcncywﬂf
fiave Heard many complaints against them, I would suggest that as stated by my hon.
Friénd, ~ Stijut Lakshesvar Borooah, that A.’{{:ncy_shr.)r_xld be f_‘;llle.‘.!h:([ and [resh settle-
taent 'be made alter c:ll_lmg tor andr:rs. ’I_'hc:u, Sir, if there is a I'rade Agency, [ do
fbt s6¢ ‘any necessity  for a [rade Adviser. It seems, it s absolutely redundant,
4% has been rightly pointed out by my Friend, Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali an
er;_’Bura'go'haiﬂ- Tt is quite true t!‘mt if the agency for p_r'ocgrc:ng::‘ll. of Iooc_l-gra_ms can
Wwork satisfactorily without an adviser, there is no necesitty for a T'rade Adviser for pro-
o f'consumer goods. The name “Trade Adviser’ scems to be new. The present
wde and knows nothing about trade. I think, he was an

‘Assistance to traders in procuring

-‘géod

ent O .
;t;lgsggént had never been in tr: : _ ' '
- flicer of the Income-tax Department. Gertainly, he had no opportunity of getting any
1 nce of trade in the Calcutta market. So, it secms that the appointment of such
SRIpei absolutely useless.  On the other hand, it has heen admitted by 'the

n received with regard to

S Tirade Adviser is -
adtad that several complaints have already bce :
I had personal ex-

; shle  Premicr A | .
,}!onei?of the actions of the I'rade Adviser, which he has taken up. ¢
SOy f some washing soap procured by Government. I do not know whether this

These washing soaps are absolutely useless.

ih-zae:;j%;If:i?rloprm;urcd by the Tradc. Adviser. -
’i’hére-isﬁabsolufely no market for it. _At lc'a.st it is not worth the price. | .
- moWHEtH regard to some other. articles indented on Government account,  they are
T oflatelyrmottem. JlionceSent for a tube of Kolynos tooth paste. I found that it was
abso,-'l d that it was not-at all fit to be used. I have heard many complaints regarding
ol nfn'sfﬂtooth paste from others, particularly my Friend, Mr. Aditya and also about
Kely therecarc similar complaints. Most of these Kolynos tooth paste, I am’ afraid,
FAIES" .. to' bethrown away as better tooth pastes are available in the market'at 'a
will have c This is an additional reason why Government should leave the procufte-
lesser g;lgo{lsumex; goods solely to the traders except in cases, where traders cannot pro-
60t @ Cvith the aid of the Trade Agent. | :
gpr%;%h‘cn “with regard to distribution, I am sorry to say that the system that has been
e 2 S cheme, is not at all satisfactory. — First of all the supply is very scanty.
Hf cox ds is not at all judicious. Some of the goods can be availa-
higher price ; whereas goods that are

PR T (ssnens
stated AR : 1%,
sﬁ %hoieqc of copsumer, §00C:
bhe “ 1 e market at lesser price, or  slightly
he market, have not been ‘sclected.

-,-_.-i ’t;]‘f;; m ;
.l%ljﬁoi’ﬁtcly,necpss?gy, or goods absolutely scarce in t ) C
@J\ i 1 evcp_,x‘fﬁ]udlc;ously distributed would not make any impression in'the market:

I think, it is almost the daily experience of many

- > I'
S‘fgjﬁ%}-’ket still prevails as hefore.
= f-aﬁécﬁp,fﬁipg,¢;vcék thcdhon. .Mﬁmbe_rs of this House that in spite of the Scheme, many
9? he articles 11 ented are not available at the cortrolled price. iy
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: T'hese are under the control of Excise
Department.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: It may be under the control of. Excise: Depart-
ment. I have not much complaintabout that, but there should be some!;agencies to
check this black-marketing by the dealers who are entrusted with thé | consumer: geodsy
that are indented on Government account. At any rate, if the traders are assisted by
the trade agency to procure consumer goods at controlled price, certainly there
should be a further agency in the districts for supervision, so that everyone can get those
articles at controlled price under the present svstem. At present, only:a . fortunate few
get some of the articles at controlled price.  So, I urge upon Government to,, try; to,
setup a machinery to check the black-marketing.  With this observation, SivyJwould,

request Government to revise the Scheme accordingly. mion 100 v EW adr me
] : &l E LS T 51l 3ING3
Adjournment : s vo0i1g bstlowsnes

Ll

4 s | ot 1 1 ’-‘ g l" b
i he Assembly was then adjourned till 2 v on Friday the 17th November 1543-..,,;,

: SHILLONG, ' s ALK BAIiIIJ\AI

i ot bng

The, 23rd December, 1944, Secretary, Legislatipe Assembly, dssam.
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Appendix “ D ”
The Hon’ble Prime Minister to move:

¢ That the Scheme for the procurement and  distribution ol
placed before the House be approved ™.

consumer goods as

Scheme for distribution of consumer  goods

Royernmer: hav_c been noticing for a long time the steady deterioration in the flow
of consumer goods into Assam. The various Control Orders, the difficulties in
procurement, the trouble in getting transport, ctc., all (.‘”m,i]mmi' R difficulties
in the way of normal trade functioning. Alflter "‘lllsifl('l'ilh]l?(]i‘;('nx,q]un.(in\'('l‘mllcn[
therefore adopted a scheme in May last for increasing the flow of consumer goods at
controlled prices into Agsam. The scheme falls under four heads ' )

(i) Assistance to traders in procuring goods at controlled rates and (ransporting

them ; :
(ii) Procurement and transport of consumer goods dircetly from the
and the manufacturers on a provincial quota basis ; i

(iii) Procurement from the open markets in Caleutta or  elsewhere
goods at favourable prices and their transport into Assam ;

(1) Controlled distribution of consumer goods within the Province.
be obtained in Gal-

importers

ol sundry

st of the consumer goods coming into Assam have to
cd to appoint an Auent there for the purpose ol procurement,
storage and transport. The stoppage ol all booking from stations heyond (alcutta to
Assam made it all the more neeessary to have an Agent in Calcutta to handle any goods
which may be reccived lr(')m up-country also. The Agent selected are Messrs Civil
Supply Agency, 72, Canning Strect, Galcutta, a partnership ol two big firms of impor-
ters and general traders. Their activitics fall under 3 heads—(1) they will store and des-
patch goods procurs:d by traders and left in their custody ; (2) they will take over and
forward quotas of various goods allotted to  this Province by importers and
producers ; they ,WIH procure  goods on Governiment account in Calcutta,
For the first two sCrvices they were granted a commission of 31 per cent. and for the 3rd
service, which included financing, they were granted a commission of 6} per cent. After
3 months’ working the rates of commission were revised and now they get a flat rate
of commission of 3L per cent. on all goods they handle whether for traders or for
Government. This commission includes storage and insurance charges at Calcutta
and transport to I{ZHIWdY Sfl;ations and Steamer ghats within Calcutta. The Agents
have been prec]uded from doing any purchase upcrzilions for traders as this would lead
to complaints from unsuccessful traders who may approch them. But to assist traderg
in procurement and to keep in touch with the big importing and manufacturing firms
as well as the authoritics in Calcutta Government have appointed a ‘Trade Adviser
with a small office, who will keep all up-to-date information about the Calcutta market
and will give such assistance as he can to any trader in Assam who might approach
him. He will also assist traders to obtain permits for cxport where necessary {rom the
Bengal Government Authoritics.  In the matter of transport a quota of transport by
river has been allotted for consumer goods to be operated by the Government’s Agentg

in Calcutta and in addition heavy goods which can go in wagon loads will come undeg
priority orders issu

As mo _
cutta, Government decid

ed by the Regional Controller.
At the beginning traders were not taking full advantage
by the Assam Government. For a start Government themsel
oods in Calcutta and _send them for distribution in Assam.
soap, tinned milk, toilet articles, etc. There are scores o

of the arrangements made
ves had to procuré Some
They consisted mainly
[ items of consumerp

of butter, 4 ol

eac e ARG o 5 [
goo‘cis an?-nt:::nirto Pm;;f,:;naﬁ)drg?-ny_ varieties to suit different tastes. It is not possible
for (zove istribute all of them. It is Government’s intention to

e things to normal _t s ! ] r O\ :
s trade which they will assist, conlining their purchases only"

leave thes Al i |
e iron and ste = .
i el, electric bulbs, etc., which are all rigidly controlled

to articles
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and arc extremely  difficult for private traders to obtain in adequate quanti-
ties. It is a relieving feature of the scheme that gradually traders are coming to take
advantage of it and since August the entire quota of transport has been fully utilised.
Up to the end of September goods to the value of Rs.10,88,917 have been despatched
into Assam of which goods to the value of Rs.5,33,951 consisted of private merchandise.
Another relieving feature of the scheme is that the big importers and manufacturers are
also gradually extending their co-operation by allocating quotas to Assam and des-
patching them under the transport quota at the disposal o' Government agents.

In the matter of distribution, the Commissioner of Excise with his staff, reinforced
by the appointment of Inspectors of Consumer Goods, is respousible. Centres have
been selected, quotas have been allotted and traders, as far as possible from those
who are in the line, have been selected and other arrangements made for equitable
distribution of the goods received whether on Government account or on E?riva[e
traders” account. Government hope by these arrangements that trade will be
improved and the Province will get a fair share of consumer goods subject to the
traasport difliculties now inevitable.

Appendix “E”

Amendments to the Motion moved by the Hon'ble Prime Minister on the
16th November 1914 regarding the Scheme for the procurement and
distribution of consumers’ goods

1. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy to move :—-
(Notice received at 2 p.M. on 16th November 1944.)

Procurement Machinery

Both the Trade Adviser and the Government Agents, Messts. Civil Supply Agency
be replaced with a Trade Commissioner with necessary stafls un_dcr the Provincial
Civil Supply Department to fulfil the tasks of the both as narrated in paragraph 2 of
the Motion. It will be one of the main duties of this nflicer to give utmost facility to
the bonafide traders of the Province in procurement of consumer goods and thus try
to keep the normal trade channel intact as far as possible.

Distribution Scheme

In the scheme of distribution preference should be given to the consumers’ co-
operative stores and other approved dealers.  In between the Government agency for
procurement and the actual consumers the middlemanship shall be curtailed to the
minimum. The goods shall be distributed on ration basis.

Vigilance over procurement and distribution

(1) A Committec of 9 members be set up with Hon’ble Premier, the Secretqry,
Civil Supply Department and 7 other members from this House to be elected forthwith,
on the basis of proportional representation, for monthly review and chqck up of'. the
whole process of procurement and distribution of consumers’ goods. This Com_mlttee
may tender advice from time to time to the Government on all matters _relatlng to
procurement and distribution of all consumer goods, which will be binding on the
Government. At

(2) For fighting blackmarket, profiteering and corruption in the trade of consumer
goods the effective help of public bodies such as Iood Con}r{nttces and Consumers’
Committees composed of all scctions of the people of the localities shall be taken,

2. Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri to move :—

(Notice received at 2-12 p.v. on 16th November 1944.)

That the scheme be operative only with regard to husbandry implements, building

materials, brass and bell-metal sheets, 1
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3. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee to move :—

(Notice received at 2-10 p.um. on 16th November 1944.)

1) The services of Messrs. Civil Supply Agency of 72, Canning Street, Calcutta, be

dispensed with effect from the 1st December, 1944 and the function of the said Messrs.

Civil Supply Agency as stated in the scheme be allotted to the “Trade Adviser appoint-
ed in Calcutta.

(2) The Trade Adviscr be allowed to have an office in Calcutta with reasonable
staff necessary for his assistance for the discharge of the duties allotted to him.

(3) Sub-Divisional Committees should be formed with officials and non-officials in
each subdivision and also District Committees consisting of both oflicials and non-
officials in each district. The Sub-Divisional Committees will inform their requirements
to the District Committees concerned who will inform  the Trade Adviser accordingly
and when articles are received they will be distributed to  the Sub-Divisional Commit-
tees by the District Committees. The centres, quota and traders should be selected by
the District Committees in consultation with the Sub-Divisional Committees.  The
supervision work should be entrusted to the Supply Department which should “be

provided with necessary additional staff.

4. Srijut Surendranath Buragohain to move :-—
(Notice received at 1-50 .y, on 16th November 1941.)
«“That the post of the Tradc Adviser in the Scheme for the procurement and
distribution of consumer goods be abolished™.
5. Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah to move :—
(Notice received at 1-45 p.m. on 16th November 1944.)
«That sclection of the agent at Calcutta for procurement, Storage and transport,
be made by a Committee consisting ol Hon’ble the

etc., for Government of Assam ) ! .
Premier, and 4 other Members of this House elected for the purpose. Local enterprises

should always have preference and that authority of the present agents be withdrawn
but that they should be given the option of applying for the agency”.

6. Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin to move :— .

(Notice reccived at 2-12 .M. on 16th November 1944.)
That in paragraph 2 of the scheme delete the sentence beginning from “The Agents
selected.......oeneee e eneral traders” and add “The Agents will be appointed from
hants of Assam who have to keep an office in Calcutta”.

among the bonafide merc s of : :
Delete the scntences beginning from “For the first two SCIVICCS.........ceo... whether
for traders or for the Government” and insert *They will get a flat rate of commission

of Rs. 4 per cent. on all the goods'hand]cd by them”’.
And delete the sentence beginning from “‘But to

Government authorities” and add “and the Agent shall eng

expert and whom they think fit and proper after i

Government’’. . e

In paragraph four delete the first sentence and insert ¢ In the matter of Dlstrlbu_tlon
the Deputy Commissioner with the advice of the local Food Advisory Committee
tors of consumers goods will be responsible and will see that §uc11

assisted by the Inspec : s
goods are sold through the bonafide dealers”.
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