


Proceedings of the Fifteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative Assem-
g bly, assembled under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935.

: The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a. M. on Monday,
. the 13th November, 1944. :
: PRESENT

) The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble
Ministers and seventy-two Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUE_STIONS
(To which oral answers were given.)
Breach in the Dikhow Bund near Sibsagar Town

Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN asked :
*43. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The cause of the breach in the Dikhow Bund near Sibsagar town in July
last ?

() Whether they are aware that the Bund at the particular point of the
breach was being gradually eroded away during the last couple of
years or so ?

(¢) What steps, il any, Government propose to take to prevent recurrence
in future of such breaches of the Bund ? ;

¥ The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
' 43. (a)—An abnormal_ flood \\_rhic}_l exceeded all previous high levels.
R (b)—Dikhu river 1s eroding in many places. There was no serious erosion
in this place prior to this flood. After July flood and up to September 1944, however
the erosion has been severe amounting to about 100’ '
. (¢)—A retirement will be made in the coming cold weather.

Medical leave admissible to Government High School Teachers

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :
*44, Will Government be pleased to state—
() Whether there is any difference in  the limit of medical leave admissible
to Government High School Teachers for boys and girls ?
(b) If so, what is that difference ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

44. (a)—No. !

(b)—Does not arise.
E Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Isit a fact that the teachers of the Girls’
- High English Schools who were appointed after 1934 did not get full pay even on
medical leave ?

' The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: This branch of
service belongs to the Vacation Department, and I think in case of leave they are enti-
‘tled to only half the salary.

- Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Why then this difference, Sir ? Those
\W.ho were appointed before 1934 get full pay while those appointed after 1934 get half
pay. Will Government please see that this anomaly and disparity are removed ?

~ The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I do not know of
this, difference, but I shall look into the matter.

°
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e Settlement in Bhadhara Village Grazing Ground in Betbari Mouza

Srijut SL;RIC'.\'DI{A;\'A'I’H BURAGOHAIN asked:
¥45. \"\’111 Government be pleased to state— '
(a) Whether itis a fact that the authorities arc granting paltas to
encroachers into the Bhadhara Village grazing ground itns Belblh?
‘ ]I\’Iauza in Sibsagar subdivision ? T Al
(b) \-\hcth.cr they are aware of the volume and magnitude of protest fr
the villagers and of the high state of local feeling  acainst Ithc g
:’-ICC(H‘(I(,‘(! by the revenue authoritics to these vn(‘.l?;:u:l_;(‘rq.? *¥Rote
(c) \'\"h('ihc%‘ in view of the vital need of this grazing 'n,-lmlnd t 1
ir?ha]nl;mls of two contiguous Mouzas, @iz, Betbari .'mdh H'mclnﬁl S
(_:u\'crm.mtntprupnsz': to_ dircct the authorities  to keep ‘this (',‘..’, -do
ground in tact after cvicting the encroachers ? grasing
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT replied :
45. (a) & (b)—Government have no information except  that mentioned by th
e

hon. questioner in his letter dated the 7th October, 1944 to the Hon’ble Minist

(Rcvcnuc). . y =
{e)—It is the Deputy Commissioner who decides upon the necessity of 5

grazing ground in a particular locality after local enquiry and such authority is quall;.-

the ord
Member’s letter above referred to the Deputy Commissioner.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Are Government aware that undep
the proviSiO“-‘" of the Land Revenue Rt'gll];ttirn'l the Deputy Commissioners have I:'l
authority to open land in a village grazing ground for scttlement ? 2
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: That authority is vested in tl
Deputy COlTllTl'iSSiO.lr'lCI'.v A ] ' e
Srijut ROHINI _I\U N‘IAR CHAUDHURI : May I ask the Hon’ble Minister t
he provision of the Land Revenue Regulation which authorises the Depllt;),

refer me to t E : ! A
Jissioner to throw opcen land included in village grazing grounds ?

tomil ;
= Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT: Government are not aware of the

The
detaﬂCd circumstances of the case.
: ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: My point is this: Will Government

Srijut
iésuc ingtru.clion.s p the loc.al officers that they have absolutely no authority to throw
oper. jand’in’ Village  GUE2I8 grounds for scttlement ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: 1Ifthatis the provision of the law
Government will take necessary action. =
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Are Government aware that on
account of
ional graz
Slonin_f_i grounds ? _
Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Government are not aware of any

the confusion created by the circular regarding scttlement of land in profes
ing reserves, the local authorities have also allowed scttlement in village

FTealZ
& The

h fact, Sir. _ )
suc -2 ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Are Government aware that the

Srijut y
grounds are constituted under the provisions of the Land Revenue

village grazing | :
Regﬁ]ation, and that they are not considered as waste lands, and so settlement in thos
ng reserves is not allowed ? o

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: This is so, Sir, but in case a village

grazi
g reserve is not taken advantage of, it is capable of being thrown open for settle

grazin
ment.
Srijut RgH]P‘LI KU_M%R CHAUDHURI: Do I understand that the loca]
i an in their discreti 3 ; : raTine o ¢
?}it(;gr;‘;:ila;ﬂc]iiOrI;sE:ttlemeg?? o away with the village grazing grounds and make
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: No, Sir.
The Hon ble the SPEAKER : In regard to thc’ answers to these questions I am

vested in the Deputy Clommissioner.  Government cannot, therefore, interfere in the

matter. Any aggrieved party may appeal to the Member, Revenue T'ribunal q:r']inSt-

ers of the local officers.  Government have, however, sent a- copy  of lhchlu‘n

J
Lined to observe one thi : st

constrainec thing. Question 45(a) asks: ‘““Whether it is a fact that the
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authorities are granting paitas to the encroachers into the'Bhadhara Village grazing
ground in Betbari Mauza in Sibsagar Subdivision ?** The answer is “Government
have no information except that mentioned by the hon. questioner in his letter, dated
the 7th October, 1914 to the Hon’ble Minister (Revenue)”.  And in answer to the
next Question it is said that authority has been given to the Deputy Commissioner to
grant settlement. Now, was it not the duty of the Government to enquire of the
Deputy Commissioner to ascertain the facts stated in the Question ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir, we have forwarded the
letter to the Deputy Commissioner, but we have not received any reply as yet.

Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: When was the letter forwarded ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Soon after its receipt.

Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI : It is nearly three months.

® The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: How can it be so, Sir ? The hon.-

Member’s letter was dated the 7th October last.

(Starred Questions Nos. 46 and 47 were not put and answered as the questioner
Babu Bipin Behari Das was absent.)

b
Patherkandi Tahsil Office Defalcation Case g

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked:
*48. Will Government be pleased to state— 2

(a) Whether the Police Department has been able to detect the culprits In
the recent defalcation case at the Patherkandi Tahsil office ?

(h) - Whether it is a fact that the enquiry was started after 7 days of the occur-
rence ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the constables, who were in-charge of the money,
were arrested and they escaped on their way to Karimganj ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that one set of key of the safe, in which the defalcated
amount was kept, was lost some four months before the defalcation took
blace ?

The I—Ion’bll(’. Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
48. (a) —Onc constable was prosecuted and convicted, the sentence being up-held
on appeal.

() — No.

(¢) Tour constables were originally arrested, but none of them escaped.

(d) No, a key of the Malkhana lock was missing, and has not been recovered.

$+Maulavi MABARAK ALI: As regards (a), by whom was that constable prose-
cuted ?
~ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The case was
Investigated Dby police and a regular suit was started against the constable who is
supposed to have been the offender.

tMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : When was it found out that one of the
keys of the Malkhana lock was missing ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : When this
defalcation was first found out.

+Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Who was the custodian of this key ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I am soiry, I
do not find any material to answer the question as to who was the custodian of the
key. If my hon. i'riend will require it, I will give it to him later on.

+Maulavi MABARAK ALI : May I know when these four constables were
arrested ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : These are
rather old cases. The defalcation was found out sometime in May 1942.

tMaulavi MABARAK ALI : After how many months of this occurrence, these
constables were arrested ? ’

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I am finding it
out- from the records. Unfortunately my doctors told me not to use my eyes and

TSpeech not corrected.
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- so I did not go through the old reccords. The charge-sheet was submitted on the 22nd
I}cccmbcr 1942. The case was reported in May 1942; so [ull seven months
after.

- tMaulavi MABARAK ALI : My question is : after how many months of the
occurrence these constables were arrested ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That I cannot
find from the records, Sir.
Unstarred questions

(To which answers were laid on the Table)
(Further Supplementaries to Unstarred question #*No.1.)
TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : 1 (¢) The question was : ““On what prin-
ciple such compensations are being determined ?” The reply is : “On the basis_of
actual loss suffered”. Is the actual loss determined with reference to actual facts ?

1 Speech not corrected
= % REQUISITION OF VILLAGES AND LANDS FOR MILITARY PURPOSES
@

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV asked :
1. Will Government be pleased to state—

(¢) The number of villages that have been requisitioned for military purposes in the district of
Sylhet? 4

(b) Thcynurnber of familics that had to leave their ancestral homes on account of these requisi-
tions ?

(¢) How many of thesc families have been given land by Government for settling ?

(4) Whether all these familics were promptly and adequately paid compensation ?

(¢) On what principle such compensations are being determined ? \

(f) Whether it is a fact that the compensations for houses are generally ascertained by Kanun-

oes ?

(z) ‘Vliiz;cr.her these Kanungoes have any ecxpert knowledge on the subject ? . )

() Whether it is a fact that the compensations ascertained by Kanungoes are given w:!hout any
previous mutual agreement with the party concerned and that the principle as laid down in
that behalf in section 19 of the Defence of India Act "is not followed ?

(i) Whcther it is a fact that the rates given arc in most cases much below the Public Works
Department Schedule rates of the place ? ) ) )

(7) Whether Government arc aware that the rates which are being given to these persons are
not sufficient to cover cven the labour charges or the expenses of erecting houses
similar to those they lost ? )

(k) Whether Government are awarc that 95 per cent. of these families are living in most
unhealthy congested huts erected with the help of relations and friends ?

(/) Whether Gq’,vernmcnt maintain any record regarding the present whereabouts of these
evacuces ’

2.(a) Ts it a fact that there are circulars of the Central Government to the cffect that Government
would help such evacuees in all _p0551blc ways in the matter of rehabilitation by giving lands, construct-
ing wells, roads, establishing hospitals, schools, etc., for them ?

&) If so, how far these obligations have been discharged by Government and where ?

3.(a) Will Government be pleased to state whether any Schedule of rates has been framed to com-
ate such people for their trees, etc. ?

b) If so, in which year it was framed ?

¢) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of such Schedule ?

(d) Will Government be pleased to state how these people are paid for the paddy lands ?
4.(a) Is it a fact that Government is contemplating to take homesteads of rural areas on rental basis
for military purposes ? AL

5) If so, on what principle ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied: . . )

1. (a) to (¢)—It is regretted that this information cannot be given in the interest of security.

d)—Yes, adequate compensation 1s paid as promptly as possible.

Ee)——On the basis of actual loss suffered.

( f)—Compensation is assessed by the district officers assisted by subordinate staff.

2)—Does not arise.

(h)—Advance payments are made to mitigate hardship in cases where deliy is involved in final
settlement. Acceptance of such compensation does not preclude an evictee from refusing to sign a final
agrcem(ql)at én(dj )takélfvglﬁ Casct t}? arbitration. 4 g

i e ment have no information. Ifa is repare z
Commissioner’s award he has his remedy i?1 ?:;)titorr:ition. PTGHASSS, o Pl tor ‘accept: the, Depiigy
(k)—Government have no information
s s (’)_Nuo" This is not possible. Some take lands provided for them while others refuse to ] th
vicinity of military projects on account of the good wages they earn by working there. AV

pcnS
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The Hor’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI : Yes, Sir.

TMr. BAIDYANATH: MOOKERJEE : Are Government aware that only a
meagre suin of two annas given for a pineapple tree as compensation ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI: That is not to my knowledge.
If the hon. Member asserts it, I will take it to be so.

_ 1Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Are two annas for a pineapple tree the
right price at the present moment ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : Will it not be an expression of
opinion, Sir ? ,

#Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Will Government take necessary steps
to give the poor people their due share ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir.

$Babu RABINDRANATH ADITYA : Are Government entitled to rcopen cases
on the ground of hardship ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : The question need be examined and
if' it is found permissible by Provincial Government, I will do that if any case of
hardship would come to notice.

#Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Will Government reopen the question in
cases of hardship ? .

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : I have already answered that,
Sir.

+Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : May we know, Sir, what is the principle
enunciated for determining those compensations ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : The gist of the principle has been
enunciated in reply to question ().

+Maulavi MABARAK ALI : May I know from the Hon’ble Minister the total
area requisitioned in the Karimganj Subdivision ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : Yesterday I replied to that question.
The hen. questioner was absent. ;

tMaulavi MABARAK ALI : My questson is, what is the total area requisi-

tioned in the Karimganj Sub-division ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : Do you rule it, Sir, that that reply
should be repeated ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, it is better to repeat the reply.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT : I submitted the other day that the
total area could not be given out in the interest of security.

+Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : The reply is “on the basis of actual loss suff-
ered > May we know what is the actual loss in the case of fruit bearing trees ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : Ifa tree is cut it is valuated accor-
ding to the length of life that the tree would survive and the loss that the owner would
suffer thereby, but if it is standing, its entire length of life is not taken into consi-
deration for obvious reasons.

TSpeech not corrected.
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*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : The question was whether it js a fact that
the Fat}{fs}glvtin are n{dmo,}t cases much below the Public Works Departiment schedule
rates of the place.  May enquire from the Hon’ble M ister wHhat are s i
for the thatched houses ? ] MAREE WL AR the rates given

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : To that question I cannot reply off-
hand, Sir. el

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Will the Hon’ble Minister take it from
me that the rate given is 2 annas per cubic foot ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : That may be so, if the hon.
Member is aware of it. : !

*f\’fl:‘. BAIDYANATH MOORERJEE : I may inform the Hon’ble Minister that
the Public Workrs Department rate for construction of thatched houses is 10 annas per

cubic foot.
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : I am not aware of it just now,

if this be the case will he enhance the rate given by reopening the cases ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir, if that is within th¢
competence of the Provincial Government.
*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : Is it not desirable to fix compensation for  the
{ruit bearing trees plus 10 to 15 times the price fixed 2 Is it not desirable to lay down a

rinciple~in this respect ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi
examining it thoroughly. '
#*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : May we take it that Government wil!
~xamine it and then will issue detailed instructions for working out the compensation ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : If after an cxhaustive examina-
it is found that it is desirable to eiucidate that principle, that will be done,
Sir. #PBabu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : Is it not also desirable to accept the ]Jrinciple
at has been initiated with regard to the compensation that has® been granted
,ccording to the Land Acquisition Act ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : Thatis a matter on which I can
Live NO assurance, but I propose to examine it, Sir. .
i +Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Is it not a fact that in such cases at the
of assessing, the land acquisition rates will be given ?

t-ime ;
. The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : That might be so, Sir.

= Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : If that he the case will Government see
the rates are given according to the schedule rates of Land Acquisi-

Sir.
#*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE @ Will the Hon’ble Minister please enquire

and

MINAWWAR ALI : I cannot commit now without

tion

¢hat in all cases
ion Act ? ) .
tion e I—Ion’bl_e Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : That proposal will be taken into

consideration, Sir.
vrabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA @ Will Government be: pleased to publish
e rules in the Gazette ? . i

: Yes, Sir.

thes The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI
i Y aance nwhich < NATIH ADITYA : Will Government be able to cite a
single instANCe Jn which compensation was granted for causing inconveniences to the
evictecs cc&lcer&ed 1\:/} 1
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : To gi PO .
mattel will have to be further searched. o give reply s question the
€ *_Babu RA(E]IS:?ORA NATI“I A_DIvl"YA-. Will Government cite a single instance
ea n was given for professional loss of the people who have been

cvictﬂd :
#Speech not corrected. )
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el The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: ‘That is an introduction of an
®ment which is quite questionable.

; *Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Do not Government think that of the

I EOD}L: who were evicted there were people having professional occupation ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: It might have been so, Sir. °

*Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Do Government propose to take into
(:‘nn:mlcratinn for payment of compensation to those whose occupation had been
Spoiled ?

» S The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: That question will be examined,
SIr, but nothing can be stated now as to what the Government will do.

*Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Do Government know that com-
It)‘]'*_'.lﬁ-’ltion for lands where there was standing Aus crop last, has not yet been paid for

1S year ?

] The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I am not aware of that, Sir.
' The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :
i 2. (a)—The hon. Member’s attention is invited to (d) above. Government’s
dability consists in the payment of adequate compensation but land is provided,
If available. There are no such instructions regarding wells, hospitals, schools, etc.
b)—Does not arise.
*Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Isit not the duty of Government to
help the evictees in all possible ways ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir, in all possible ways.
*Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : But, is it the only liability to pay com-
Pensation only ? :
The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : That is the first liability and the
rest are on humanitarian grounds. .
#Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Is it not also a liability to see that
the evictees are provided with employment ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: No, Sir.
#Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: TIsitnot laid down in the rules that
these evictees should have preference in employment in any Defence projects ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: That may be so, Sir.
: *Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Will Government see that these
Instructions are followed ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir, Government are always
anxious to sce that their instructions are followed.
S -y - #*Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Are Government aware that they are
not getting employment in the Patharkandi project.?

" "The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The matter was not brought to
my notice even though the hon. Member was actually there and had many a talk with
me at Patharkandi when I visited that place as recently asthe 28th of October last.

*Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Has the Hon’ble Minister read the
representation submitted to him in this respect ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir. That representation is
being attended to0. _

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May we know, Sir, so far as Patharkandi
project is concerned, whether any land has been provided for the evictees in the
District of Sylhet ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: In which.area, Sir,

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: In the Longai Valley Reserve
large areas have been thrown open and many people have gone there and others are
still negotiating, rather trying to bargain.

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: What is the area, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: This is about 7,000 bighas.

*Speech not corrected,
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*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I know the reason, Sir, why some

seople are not given land now ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT : Tl :
A A iere is no more area available
*Mr. BAIDY:A’L\A I'H I\‘E’QOKI'.RJI;I; . Sir, does not the (’lnq[;-::r“ 'll]:lbll .
‘so long the land is available™? an: mean that
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The la '
. ) and has bee R
or the last two years, but some of the evictees are still trying :r:“h:::.:::i“m.ldc available
Lo *Mr. BAFDYANA 'H MOOKERJEE: Isitnota fact that Government is
riving due facilities to these p(:r_:plc and there is corruption at the time of s’cttle‘ e
o those poor pcoplc cannot aflford to pay according to the demands of the uﬂ"lcg:.e.:i;

harge ? . r
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: No, Sir, so far as Government

re awarc. AT -

*Mr. BAIDYA_NAI H.MOUK]-:I{JEIL . Then what is the real cause, Si .
shat is the bargaining spirit B -
The Hon’b_lc Ma'ulaw M_U‘A\A‘N\VAR ALIL: I had been there twice, parti
glyin connection with providing lands for the evictees, Some of them havc’ E,r)(;mjc?-
he lands sct apart for them and others are relusing to go. I went to l;Pl“i‘ do
<here on the terms prupuscd, that is to say, as a temporary mt:asurt; -Ugu:

]

h to g0 i
hg;—lwarﬁ that they should get periodic  paltas.

Vaulana ABDUL HAI\’/IIDPKHAN; gt Revenue Minister ¢
o # 4, 4 a7 Aztacad = @ag afet 1% KET 74741t requisition =9
oty otatad I & = EICFTS T 1A AT ASHCD FEAT AL L
The I-Ion’blcg}vfarl_llavl MUNAWWAR ALI: =i ss4ta s Sxicng
ey A DA 71 Fias e aAfwgaac o frateza 1
o ABDUL HAM}P KHAN : == District Officer o7 fagdy
foraz zed T I R RIS AT
Lnia Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Stz aEz 69 2 |
q21s T A 1 @ S wiem st g T famne 4gn orem 2, dely
313131 ?:II " e GTAIC siziad Afaa zea W AEifEE YCACFZ acr»f?’famﬁ
izt - : P (o | 5
\ faulana BDUL HA{MIP KHAN : a=zd = 7197 &1 Sizfa GH4ieT gfy
_ MR et tcg afF e =4 18 ¢ stedcTes QT @tasita @i Ay
sifzal (@ ofef za | AT < 7197 ?

=ifsr 1=

T s L s - <
(."Tl”mht:—fﬂon:ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: 4asd MBS ToT |
e 12Ch @z A rm{—? \'ztcﬁal fFolrs ofy fire srEialz 73T FEea o9 Qt'ﬁ
47- chi{ﬁa]‘@? zo % |
@*%f:ulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: Surma Valley 7305 SCa% capss
s aizam @ wadis wfmiiga e Revenue Minister qgw

Valley €
Assaﬁm g TEIICD gf st o7 MR A [F T 2
Caﬁ&‘he Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALL: @ =l 717 7 |
RA NDRA NATH ADITYA: Do Government realise that the peopl
pabu RV cavy expenditure in reclaiming these jungle lands and unless tllljcs

wi}:l }f;f;;ori ghts OVer these lands it is not possibie for them to take that risk both ip

ge Cc d money : k

get o and MORSY aulavi MUNAWWAR ALL: That is a question of opinion
2

*The Hon
Sir. cros ABglfa?lgsirlgAgsiréthlTYg . Are Government aware of their objection

- L3 i - e an t . : £ .
tha:cu,?;ttassn a position to sink their money :izllﬁi?:egt grated i3 acher T g
we E

#
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*The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir, tl1is‘ is. apphcablebt?
those people who are bargairing to Government to give them pcrlodlcal patlas bU
those who have better sense have already accepted the terms offered by Government.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Better sense in the standard of Gavernment
certainly. :

*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Better sense in all copsmencc.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Do Government realise Fha}' if these PCOPclie
are required to spend some amount of money and energy for reclaiming _these lands
and building structures thereon they will get nothing whatsoever when required to come
back after some years ? i 2 1

*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: While a secuon o_F the peop :
could accept the terms oflered by Government and while another section did not accc%J

those  Government have no reason to come to an inference as suggested by the
hon.,quustioncr. X p

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : What is the objection in du:,forcstmg those
lands ?  As the Hon’ble Minister had both the portfolios was he incompetent 10
disforest those lands ? ;

*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I wasnot incompetent, Sir.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Isit not a fact, Sir, that those .areas
which were not meant to be thrown open to these evictees, have no forest utility
whatsoever ? 3
_ *The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: That would be a sweeping genera-
lisation as the plantation arca is increasing year alter year. i

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Isita fact, Sir, that only those areas
were proposed to be given to them where there were no plantation at all ?

*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir, but those areas are
potentially in expansion. TR

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Will Government pleasc_a take 1into
consideration the additional expenses they will have to incur in this connection ? 7

*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The Govarnment will consider
thiS, Sir.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT replied : :

3. (a)—The preparation of a Provincial Schedule of rates was not found fez}mb_le
on account of the wide variations in the value of trees in different places. The district
officers pay compensation according to the price prevailing in the locality.

(b) & (¢)—Do not arise. 2 £

- (d)—Ciompensation on account of standing paddy crop on the rcqulsmoned land
which is not allowed to be reaped by the grower is assessed according to the average
wholesale price prevailing in the locality during the harvest season of 1242-43. From
the next year 2/5rd of the full value of the crop paid for in the first year is payable as
annual compensation, one-third being deducted as approximate cost of cultivation not
incurred. So long as the period of a tenant’s lease continues, compensation is payable
on this basis. After the Tenancy ceases it is the landlord who is to be compensated.
The basis of compensation in his case is the income that he used to make legally out of
the land. The above principles apply in the case of lands other than those held under
annual leases. In the case of annual land full value of the crop is paid for the year of
requisition and no subsequent payment is made as the lease is determined and the land
becomes Sorkari.

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEL: Sir, cannot the schedule be prepared
for different districts ?

-The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAW W}'_sR ALI: Sir, the preparation of a provincial
schedule of all rates was not found feasible on account of the wide variations-in the
value of trees in different districts.

% Mr._BAIDYANATH .I\fIOOKERJEE: Is i.t a lact, Sir, that in the case of
land acquisition there are different schedules for different districtg ?

#Speech not corrected,
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The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Tt is not possible for the Govern-
ment at this present time of stress to have recourse in cvery matter to the line of
Land Acquisition Act.

#*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: TItis possible for Government to turn
away the inhabitants of the Province from their homesteads and is it not possible
for them to make necessary arrangements for their homesteads ?

” The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: All cffort is made to that end,
ir.

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Isit anything but true, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT: That may be the hon. question-
er’s opinion.

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Are Government aware that India
Government made adequate arrangements for the Burmese evacuees ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I am not aware of that, Sir, but
they perhaps tried.

#Babu RABINDR NATH ADITYA: Is it not laid down in the Central
Government Rules regarding compensation that six months’ payment should be made
in advance ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALIT: I am not awarc of that, Sir.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Did not the Hon’ble Minister tour
round all the affected areas some time in October last 2

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: YesIdid and in several places but
not all and 1 assur~d that their grievances would x'ccci\_fc: prompt attention and as a
matter of fact these are receiving that amount of attention that is necessary,

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied: ' :

4. (a) & 'b)—Requisitioning is made by District Oflicers according to necessity.
In the casc of agricultural homesteads taken the iu‘l—l1vnluc of h_ouses :mc_l trees is or_dp
narily paid in addition to the rental for the land. The rental is determined according

to the rate prevai]ing in the ncighhuurhond.

Increase of Kerosene ration

Maulavi MABARAK ALT asked : ~ o
i the basis of their issuing Press Note

Will Government be pleased to state
8, dated the 23rd June 1944 to the eflect that from June 1944,
)

¢ increasing Kerosene ration by 40 per cent.
ttually got an increased

5. (a) \
NO.PD.GG/4~4|[15
Government wer per

(b) Are Government awarc that the subdivisions a

v nf 20 per cent. only? .
sy (¢) Isita fact that this increase will again be withdrawn from September

ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

1944 ?
of the previous supply, i.e., the supply

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid S

5. (a)—The incrcasc was 40 per cent.
prcvious to June 1944. !
(b)—Yes, 20 per cent. of the supply in
s to June 1944.

(¢)—1It is continuing in September but 1t 1
various ‘considerations on which correspondence is going on.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Will the Hon’ble Premier be pleased to show how
the supply in the year 1941 which has been alleged to be double the supply previous
to June 1944, is cqual to *he supply previous to June 1941 plus 40 per cent.
increase ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMA
is very simple. Previous to 1941, kerosene was not controlled and Assam had as much
kerosene as they could consume. Then the Government of India stepped in and
suggested that Assam should consume only 50 per cent. of what they used to burn in

1941, which was double the supply

reviou ' s ; ;
p its further continuance is subject to

D SAADULLA: The answer

#Speech not corrected.
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1941. Then, on receipt of certain tepresentation from the oil producing company

at Digboi, we approached the Government of India and they allowed us 40 per cent.

increase of the previous year f.e., 1943 which in itself was 50 per cent. of what was

used in 1941. Therefore my reply is correct that although the increase is 40 per cent.

(])l' the previous supply in 1944, but in reality it was only 20 per cent. of the supply in
941.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Now it is admitted that the supply of 1941 was
double the supply previous to June 1944. Now if we take that the kerosene supply
was 40 per cent. in the year previous to June 1944, and if that is doubled then we get
80 per cent. but as regards (¢) the increase was 40 per centgof the previous supply,
that is, the supply previous to June 1944. If we take the supply of previous to June
1944 to 40 per cent. plus this 40 per cent. it becomes 80 per cent. and how this
80 per cent. can be equal to cent. per cent. ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUL!.A: Sir, I cannot
follow the hon. Member. -

*Maulavi MABARAK ALI: I am sorry, probably I am not yet clear.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULUA: I do not
understand his difliculty.

*Maulavi MABARAK ALI: If we take that at the time previous to June 1941
the kerosene was given only 40 per cent. and if we take the double of it, it becomes
80 per cent. and if that 80 per cent. is increased by 20 per cent. it become cent.
per cent. -

#*K han Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Sir, there are so many “Ifs”. Can
the question be allowed ? _

*Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May-I ask the Hon’ble Premier
if he took Mathematics as one of the subjects in his student career ?  (Laugher). T

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member should put his question with
reference to question (b) and its answer. ]

*Maulavi MABARAK ALI: If we take the answer () 1o be correct, in that case
the increase by 40 per cent. of the supply previous to June 1944 taken together becomes
equal to 80 per cent.

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Ias the Hon’ble Premier understood -the ques-
tion? .
S; The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Not vyet,
ir,
3 #Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: What was the supply previous to
944 ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It was 50 per
cent. of 1941.

The Horn’ble the SPEAKER : Then the present increase is 40 per cent. of 50 per
cent. (Laughter). .

*Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Whyin that case the answer has been given in
this cumbrous way ?

*Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Was it not a misleading propo-
ganda ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA It is nota
misleading statement, Sir, but a straight reply.

Post of the Trade Adviser to :he Government of Assam

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN asked :
6. Will Government be pleased to state—
() Since when and for what reasons the post of ‘lUrade Agent at Calcutta’
has been created ?
() What is the {function of this officer and what are his pay and
prospects ?

*Speech not corrected.
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(gl W ietiser the I'rade Agent has got any oflice establishment attached t©

him ?
Eff)) \{\f”so,. what expenditure is involved therein ?
e 10 is going to bear the pay of this e sl i
: _ ay 1s oflicer and his  establis
( /) Who has been appointed to the  post ? s establishment?
(g) Was any application invited for the purpose?
(h) Ifsr), who are the other applicants?
(i) If not, why not?
: A e e B v
T'he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir M UHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

, 6& EQ) & f(b)T(I lh“t]’”s‘ of tae I‘E'Jid-‘ Adviser to  the Governmnent n‘l' -‘\RS'iln
frcatc : rom the ”51 June 1944, with a pay of Rs.900 per mensem His élt;tics are
a(l) cofr:).t:ol t}}:(: upc:ll‘d;mu.s o!lthc Civil Supply Agency, to keep up-to-date i formation

hout market conditions and to contact big importers and e
(c')——-Y(:s. £ I 3 manufacturers. .

(d‘)-—-Non- recurring expenditure is...... Re.1,200
Rs.1,300 per annum approximately.

(e)_p(jovcrmm-nt of Assam.

(f)-——\/lr A. C. Datta, retired Assistant Commissioner  of  Income-ta%:

Assam.

(iz)—DNe. ;

(h;;—-Docs not atisc.

(i)-——Govcrnm.cnt did not consider it necessary as both the All-India Co troller
of Consumer Goods with headquarters at Bombay, Mr. C. CG. Desai, 1.C.8 lq:id the
Deputy Clontroller, Mr. K. I'. Sobhan, 1. r., with headquarters at .:Ellcllii;thdvis
that an officer who can I_'(:Fl(]’"ilf‘.(t(ﬂllllbi in Nagri and is accustomed (o cheek "u:couﬂt
books to find out cost price of commodities is nccessary at Calcutta on -bcllnlf' (o}

Mr. A. C. Datta, retired Income-tax Assistant (:()]1111]i;550nc|‘

Assam Government and as
by them and received their recommendation.

intcrvicwcd ce
was Babi KAM”\H KUMAR_ SILNE It is stated in the reply to (@) and () that ¢¢his
duties are to control thc- operations ol the Civil Sup])ly. Ageney, to k(-:ci‘) up-to-dalt‘-
information about murl\ct' C(thlrfums and to contact big importers  and manufac-
tarers If that is 5O, may we '}\r_mw ”why knowledge (}I Nagri is necessary ?
' The Flon’ble Mdu}a\jl Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: In order tO
the real invoice prices of commodities of the importers and m nufacturers
members of the Marwari community and keep their acc(cm“ts in

was

and recurring expenditure 18

------

5 KUMAR SEN : o N oAz G & :

Babu Ii[}?;vlf)l;}?ccr? . .R SEN: Do the Marwaris allow their accounts to be

The Hon’ble Mﬂu}a"’l‘s‘ai}’l'ﬁl Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, when there

pren competing tenderers, cach of the tenderers allows his accounts to be checked bY

(ficer- - .

the OKhun Bahadur M?tu].d\/l KERAMA'T ALL : Is the Hon’ble Premier aware that

there arc certai_n very I.)Ig importing and manufacturing firms in Calcutta who keep
in Persian letters and figures ?  Docs the Trade Adviser know Persian

thelr accounts
? - - . . . - N
also e FHon’ble lylaula.w Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : He does not
Lne hie Civil Sul?l)ly Agcp_cy are quite competent Lo keep accounts in E;]cr]ish
know ﬁcck accounts kept in Urdu if that is so. @
and ¢ ot ‘,{AMINI KUMAR SEN: Cannot t

B bukcpt o Nagri ?
ts ) Bl 5
BCeAls ) yonble Manlavi oiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Itis unfortunate
Bat ‘they rs UP‘GouﬁlylM}lshms who do not know Nagri. o
Bah?fllu_l" 2 EE“I";"-VI KERAMAT ALI: May we know [rom the Hon’ble
pPremi hetl’,lei tgz(lzqul:\;i S:Pl?l‘)’ Agency keep accounts in Urdu or Nagri ?
The Honble LLEsS keop anes MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  So far as Assam
Husincss is € . Matlavi counts in English.
an Bahadut aulavi KERAMAT ALI: Does the Trade Adviser know

d n
K e oes not, how ca
If he 2 he check the accounts ?

he Civil Supply Agency manage the

L]

w "

i
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a The Hon’ble  Maulavi Saiyid Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I replied
E‘:ll the Assam business accounts of the Civil Supply Agency are kept in
‘nglish, o '

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: May I know whether the Trade
Adviser is within his jurisdiction in placing orders with different firms in Calcutta

and in fixing the price also ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That is entirely

A new question.
i Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: My question is whether it is within
16 function of the Trade Adviser to place orders with different firms m

alcutea ? \
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Thereis no
Mformation with Government to give the reply. :
P Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI:
remier whether the ‘Trade Adviser has been authorised to place orders with
I'ms in Calcutta ? . :
The Honble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The Trade Adviser
(_)l'dcrcd certain goods for Assam as the stock was “going to be short. W~ found, Sir,
that the coods supplied at the order of the Trade Adviser were not up to our expectation.
herefore,  we have ordered  that without consulting the Government of Assam he
should not place any order for supply to the Province. !
Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Is it a fact, Sir, that the prices
fixeq by the Trade Adviser for certain articles that are being sent to Assam on
by him are higher than the then prevailing prices in Calcutta

May T know from the Hon’ble
different

Orders issued
I]lar]\-ct ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It has been
reported only a week ago that the ordinary cutting instrument, deo and electric
ulb of a particnlar brand that were sent 1o Assam have been found to be higher in
Price than the prevailing price in the Calcutta market. The matter is being looked.

Into by the Government of Assam. ;
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Is it nota fact, Sir, that the washing soaps

are charged much higher prices than what gre available from Dacca ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: That is perfectly
Correct, Sir. But these soaps were not sent by the Trade Adviser but by the
overnment ol India Oflicer—the Deputy Controller of Consumer Goods, Mr. Sobhan.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Is it not a fact, Sir, that some of
are also of inferior quality and the traders refused to take delivery

the poods supplied
at all on their accounts.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That is perfectly
Two varieties of soaps, washing & bar, were bought, without: the knowledge of
by the Deputy Controller of Consumer Goods—DMr. Sobhan.
nment of Assam, but he or his subordinates had no time to
look into the actual goods. And when those articles arrived in Assam the traders refused
to take delivery. I sent for samples and the samples are with e, I.find that both the
varieties of the soaps arc not up to the particular brand. One the Greenland bar
Soap is very hard and no body will take them, while the washing soap is not up to the

acca standard. 1 am awailing Mr. Sobhan’s visit to Shillong to take up the matter

with him.
MOOKER]JEE : Were the soaps purchased at his own

W, Mr. BAIDYANATH ‘
initiative or he was requested by ‘the Government of Assam to purchase on their

behalf ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The soaps were

Purchased at his own initiative, Sir_to supply shortage in Assam.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Will the Trade Adviser be held respounsible for
placing these orders in which the articles supplied are of an inferior quality ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  We are asking

for his explanation.

true: Sil'.
the Government of Assam,
€ tried to help the Gover
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Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: After this cxperience, do Govern-
ment propose to save the Province of Assam from  the activities ol the Trade Adviser
and the Dequty Controller of Consumer Goods ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILLLA: As regards the
Trade Adviser, we have already instructed him not to place any orders without consul-
ting the Assam Government and without giving us sample ol the Goods.

As regards Mr. Sobhan, the Deputy Controller of Consumer Goods, 1 will take up
this matter with him when he next comes, as he periodically visits Assam.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA :—Docs the Civil Supply Agency make
purChaSCS on behalf of the Government of Assam ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  They are entitled

to purChasc both on Government account as well as on traders’ accounts.

On Government account, t_‘hcy buy only the woods for which quota has been fixed
by the Central Governmcrg. ) .I'.Or u:‘{;"“lfl_’" butier. Its quota was given to us and
this quota was bOught on 10-\. c1 nn'-l(:nt aceount hy the agency. .
But their services arc being utilised more by the traders of Assam, as they find
. b o arrang”_}g -t[‘Zl.l'lSpOl't and god()wns_ to store lil."- g{()U(IS ot Calcutta. Of course,
di 1?::0(:{[)‘: of commission they take charge of the trader’s goods and send them either
g?’ rail or by Steamic

Shortage of essential food-stuffs in the Province

. KAMINI KUMAR SEN asked :
Babe, Governient be pleased to state—
& WI”ththcr it is a fact that imported articles of [ood-stull such as salt,
(@ ugar; Atta, flour and Soojee supplied from Government stock are hardly
zu{ﬁcicnt to meet even one-fourth of the normal requirement of the
Province ? _ _ B
Whether it is a fact that with regard to those articles no permit is granted
(b) o anyone for the purpose of additional supply?
Wthcthcr Government are aware that except for the meagre supply from
@) the Government stock, these articles are absolutely unavailable in the
open market? ‘ .
Whethcr‘ Government propose to make some arrangement lor‘ import and
(4) distribution of at least the normal demand of the Province either through
its own agency or through the trade chanuc[ 2 .
whether Government are aware that most ol the Government supply of
(g) ugar 80 to meet the demand of the confectioners?
Ase Government aware that milk is extremely scarce almost in every part
B.P(a)viﬂgc and that a major portion of the available supply is consumed by the
the Pro
ZinfectiOnefS 4 it of the very urgent and pressing demand of the general public for
b) 1In of milk and sugar, do Government propose to stop the supply of sugar
t least tcmporarily for the purpose of preparation of sweetmeats?
11K,
e Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAL SAADULLA replied :

The Hon’ble

additional supp!
s

t think so.
vernment do not think : ) . _
7. (t;,))ﬁ_?{(;s, as their importation is restricted by basic quota and consequently by
ort. 3 o . j
1imited traf{{es’ in view of the limitation imposed by the Central Government on the
i?tbesc commodities from surplus areas.

export O(d)-—-Governmcnt have already asked for increased quola.

No. :I'h‘? supply to confectionaries has been regulated either by rationing
agular rationing _hgs lzlccn introduced or by informal rationing where regular
where T as not been introduced.

P s o
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Babu KAMINTI KUMAR SEN:  With regard to question No. 7 (a), may I know,
Sir, what is the normal requirement of the Province in respect of sugar 2 -

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sugar is a contro-
lled commodity. We cannot increase beyond the quota that has been given to us by
the Government of India. This commodity is very short in quantity. and less than
what we imported before the war. _

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: My question was: “whether it is a fact that -
imported articles of food-stuff’ such as salt, sugar, Atta, flour and Soojee supplied from
Government stock are hardlv suflicient to meet even one-fourth of the normal
requirement of the Province.” :

The reply given is-—*“Government do not think so.”

Now, my question is—may I know what is the normal requirement of the Province
with regard to sugar ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: That would
depend upon the ration of sugar which may be given to each individual. My reply
that “*Government do pot think so” is based on the assertion made in the question that
the quantity of imported articles is one-fourth of the normal requirement.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What percentage of normal requirement
is being given at present, Sir ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - That will again
depend upon the quota which my hon. friend will have for each adult or each family.
If sugar was issued on any definite standard or measure, then I could say what would

be the normal requirement of the Province.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : What was the normal requirement before
rationing was introduced and when there was no restriction in the matter of
transport ? s :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: When there was
no restriction in the matter of transport, and control, any body and every body could
import according to his own convenience without any reference to normal requirement.

Therefore often times the stocks in the Province used to be higher than .thc nor-
mal requirement. Now, without a definite standard, the standard on which sugar
can be rationed per head, whether it be one powa or one seer per head ¢ normal

requirement >, cannot be calculated. .
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOCKER]JEE: What was the average consumption of

sugar before the introduction of rationing ?

The Howble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The average
import was in the neighbourhood of 6 lakhs maunds.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What is the present average, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : A little over 4 lakhs in the
year.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: As regards question No. 7 (d), may we
know when we can expect to have the increased quota ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Both for sugar
as well as wheat, I am glad to be able to say that as regards wheat, the Government
of Tndia is willing to give us an unlimited quantity. At present the quota allowed is
20 thousand tons a year. They have already increased it to 40 thousand tons and they
are going to increase it further, if required. = So far as sugar is concerned, the Govern-
ment of Indja have warned us that there isabout 15 percent reduction in the sugar
cultivation in the United Provinces and Bihar. Thgrefore most probably there will be a
shortage to the extent of 20 to 25 per cent in the production of sugar. They warned us
that we should reduce consumption of sugar to that extent. But we insisted that Assam
is now a front line Province, there are various war projects engaging vast number of
labagrers who must get food-stuffs with calory value.  They have for the present agreed
not to reduce our quota for the current year although production will be decreased
at source.
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
8. (a)—Yes, but the scarcity is ihor indeper el ’
. S, > searc < not due to the consumptior ol milk by ¢ ¢ 1
] i ¢ : 4 < by conlfectioners
but dut,_to dearth of milch cows and the military demand of  the 1vaihblh::
production. ) "l
e (b)ﬁl}lc District A\‘iugislru!:-s have been authorised to reculate the distribution
of milk and sugar for thc‘ purpose of preparing sweetmeats and they have already
pas.scd orders under Defence ol India Rules restricting the use of  these commodities
for the purpose of preparing sweetmeats.

Appointment of wholesalers for imported commodities in Barpeta Subdivision

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :
9. Will Government be pleased to state-
(a) The number of wholesalers appointed by
for imported commodities during the
1944 ?
() Of these how many were Muslims and how many

nities ?

(¢) The num ber of wholesalers
year ?
(d) Of thesc how many
ties ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
9. (a)— Six. .
(b)— All were caste Hindus.
(¢)— The Subdivisional Officer appointed 30 wholesalers in April 1944 but the
Deputy Clommissioner, Kamrup, rcv_lsc:(.[_llur I'J'Sl. and I'(‘.dll(‘(:d'll to 9 in May 1944,
(d)— Of these one 13 a Muslim appointed temporarily pending  decision of an

ers are non-Muslims.

the Subdivisional Officer, Barpeta,
period from  April 1943 to March

belong to other commus
appointed by the said ollicer during the current

are Muslims and how many belong to other communi-

MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

appeal, while oth
Famine Enquiry Commission

2 ABDUL HAMID KIHAN asked :

Government aware that a FFaminc

e Government of India to investigate into the causes ol last year’s

and Assam and acute food shortage in this part of the country?

(&) Do Government propose to 17[:1‘(:_(: I):i'un_: the Cou.lmiss.ion the causes of Assam’s
{ food and the possibilities of improving the situation by throwing open the

o
i waste lands to grow more food?
d Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

Maulan 5 . ' o 3
Enquiry Commission has been

10. (a) Are
appointcd by th
famine in Bengal

ivable ivi
CultlYI;‘lhc Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyi
10.(a)+ L e ]
Department of  Supply appeared before the, ComumissidniiEe

h)—The Secretary, :
representative of the Assam Government an

g of the Dak Bungalow and ti
Chenga

d placed all the [acts for its consideration.

Shiftin e Police Station of Tarabari to

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked : o
11. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there is a pro-
{th Government to shift the Dak Bungalow and the Police Station of

osal lying wi i ;
Tarabari in the Subdivision of Barpeta to Chenga, 2 place some five miles [rom Tara-
bari? : d . : .
(b) Are Government aware that Tarabari is one of the biggest business centres of
the Province and that about 70 thousands of people belong to that area?
(c) Are Government aware that the shifting of the Police Station from its present

cite will cause hardship to the people of the locality? 5
4) Do Government propose to allow the Police Station and the Dak Bungalow to

remain where they are at present?
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

.. 11. (a), (b), (¢) & (d)— A proposal for the regrouping of Mauzas in Barpeta Subdi-
vision for more efficient Police supervision, involving the creation of one new Thana and
the shifting of Tarabari Thana to Chenga was submitted in 1940, but its execution
Was postponed owing to the war and the high cost of building materials. There is no
immediate likelihood of its being implemented and the merits of the proposal will be re-
fr‘[-‘famined before any further action is taken. There is, however, no Dak Bungalow at

arabari,

Primary Schools and Maktabs in the Barpeta Subdivision

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked:
12. Will Government be pleased to state the total number of Primary Schools and
Maktabs in the Barpeta Subdivision?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
. . 12.—There are 400 Lower Primary Schools and.20 Muktabs in the Barpeta Sub-
vision,
District Medical Officers of Health

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

13. Will Government be pleased to state— ;
(@) Whether they fixed any percentage for appointment as District Medical Offi-
cers of Health from the cadre of Public Health Sub-Assistant Surgeons ?
(&) 1f so, what is that percentage ? a
(¢) How many have already been so appointed and whether the percentage has

been complied with ? R
(d) Whether Government has posted District Medical Officers of Health for all

the eight plain Districts of Assam ? .
(e) If not, why not ?
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied : 8
13. (a), (b)) & (¢)—One post in the cadre of Assistant Surgeons of the Public
Health Department which consists of only 9 posts  (designated now as District Medi-
cal Officers of Health), is reserved for promotion of selection grade Sub-Assistant
Surgeons of the Department. Reservation is not made on any percentage basis. This
rescrved post has already been filled up.
(d)—Yes. )
(e)—Does not arise.
_ Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Has Jorhat been provided with any
District Medical Officer of Health, Sir ?
The Hon’ble MISS MAVIS DUNN: Yes, Sir.
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: When?
b The Hon’ble MISS MAVIS DUNN: Quite recently—the exact date I am not
able to give.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Order, order. The question hour is now over.

Request by the Leader of the Opposition to make a statement regarding the
attitude of his party in the House

Srijut GOPI NATH BARDOLOIL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, after a lapse of about
three years the Congress Party is officially attending the session of the Assembly and I
would crave your indulgence to give me an_opportunity to make a statement in the
House, not to-day but to-morrow or any other day, regarding the attitude of my party
regarding the business in legislature. '

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Yes, I shall be quite willing to accede to the
equest of the Hon’hle Leader of the Opposition.
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Mr. A. WHITTAKER : What is the request, Sir ?

‘T'he Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Request to make a statement with regard to the
attitude of his Party in this House. I would r.quest him to be as brief as possible and
I would cretainly per :.uil hitn to make a statement to-morrow just after Questions.

Srijut Surendra Nath Buragohain to speak on his Adjournment Motion which he
moved for leave'on the 11th November.

#* Adjournment Motion i refusal of Government to allow extraction of
thatching grass from Majuli (continued)

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I should like to
hear the Hon’ble Minister before 1 make further observations on the subject.

The Hon’ble Maulavi M UNAWWAR ALI: Mr. Specaker, Sir, 1 remember to
have heard the hon. Mover to say that by his Motion he wanted merely to draw pointed
attention of the Government 10 the grievances he has mentioned. I wish to know,
Sir, if I am correct in thinking that that is his attitude and not onc of censuring

Government. e ’ ]
‘The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. Member want to censure Govern-

ment

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN: I want to draw the attention of
Government to this [);Ll‘li(‘.lll-’Ll' matter _:md I want an assurance from Government
that they would immmediately do something to remove the anlusnpn that is prevailing
among the villagers and rescuc them from the molestations of the contractors and
1g subordinates. X _ ]
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I wo:uld p::nmptly look into the
he has mentioned and try to do all that is possible, Sir.
the SPEAKER :  Then I take it that the hon. Member does not press
ase it is not necessary for me to decide whether the Motion is

overbearii

grievarnces which
' The Hon’ble
his Motion. In that c
in order or not. .

Does Mr. Aditya ask [for

to orangcs :

leave to move his Adjournment Motion with regard

on Civilian Trade Movement in Oranges in the

ment Motion 7¢ ban on Civ
B District of Sylhet

Adjour

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Sir, I beg leave of the House to move the
following Adjournment Motion i— ) g _ . ;
c<This Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter o urgent public
tance, namely, the situation cr.eatcd by the ban lmPOS,C:d by Government on the

- ilian trade movement in oranges in the District of Sylhet™. ]
i ]r}‘h orange scason has just begun and Government have imposed a ban on the
- c:ent o oranges except for the supply to military contractors. The military
moveme e ']jj)istrict of Sylhet would take about 2 lakhs of oranges daily from
contractors 11 and 5 lakhs from the Sylhet centre, where-

e S ivision of Karimganj

Tatu area 11 fl}l:u Sl.ﬁl;dﬁ'nm Karimganj Subdivision would be over 5 lakhs a day and
as, the no;ril?s ﬁ-g)m the different parts of Sylhet. So it is evident that the military
about 10 ch;nnot consume the whole supply. Orange is a perishable commodity
contl::—a.c;g)(jban ot lifted it would react very adversely on the growers. They have
and lfgcen thrown into the mercy of the military contractors who get Rs. 14 per maund
N and sub-let at the rate of Rs. 9 per maund, and the sub-contractors

d. Now, there is no other

o the Military . -
insist the growers o supply them at five to six rupees per maun

impor

#ceThat this Assembly do now adjourn for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent
public importance, namely, the situation resulting from utter confusion now prevailing among several
thousands of Sibsagar villagers while altempting to extract thatching grass for domestic use from

tra Chapari, an Unclassed State Forest, in Majuly, owing to the failure on the part of the

Jrahmapu & P S
TDeputy Conservator of Forests, Sibsagar Division, to facilitate such customary and lawful extraction.”

I —————— T

T
v
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purchaser in the market and nobody can move his oranges outside the District. There-
by the growers have !_}ccn‘ forced to submit to the rates of the military sub-contractors.
Sir, the same process is being applied in the case of pineapple, potato, rice and paddy.
'_rht:Se methods are being applied not to the interest of the growers but to safeguard the
interest of a few contractors. :

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : May I hear from Mr. Aditya what he wants Govern-
ment to do in this matter ? What is the important point which he wants to be
extracted from Government in reply ?

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: I want free movement of civilian trade.
At normal times, country boats from Bengal Districts used to pour into Karimganj to
take the oranges and other commodities. Now, on account of the ban, free movement
of the trade has entirely been stopped. .

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : May I take it that Mr. Aditya wants normal trade to
be opened but he does rot ask for special rail or road transport for these oranges ?
Is it quite certain that as soon as the ban is removed, all these oranges will go to
normal distribution channels by country boats ?

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Yes. .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, probably when Mr. Aditya tabled his Adjournment Motion he was not in possession
of all the facts. It was reported that the orange crop would be short this year and _the
Military had placed a contract with a certain party to supply them on an average,
7 lakhs of oranges daily. Originally, the Deputy Commissioner thought that as there
was short crop, probably the complete requirement of the Military would not be met.
Later on, he was satisfied with certain statistics that were placed before him jshat there
would be a surplus and that should be released either for civilian consumption or for
export outside. When I received his report, I went through the matter thorqughly with
the Supply Secretary and also the Deputy Commissioner on the ¢ hone and just before
the day on which this Session started, I ordered that to the west of Chatak, all the previ-
ous traders, should be allowed permits to sell their oranges either locally or beyond the
boundaries of this Province. And from this area all the oranges are taken by country
boats. When Session began, two hon. Members of this House approached me and said
that even after mceting the full requirement of the Military Authorities about 5 lakhs of
oranges daily, would be surplus at Chatak and unless the ban was removed the growers
would suffer. I asked them to submit a petition to me and a petition was submitte:d
day before yesterday. But I was too ill to take up this matter immediately. I le
look into it as soon as I can get a breathing space. I can assure Mr. Aditya that if
the statement made by the two hon. Members of this House is correct, 1 will have to
consult their figures, and if I get Deputy Commissioner’s report that the figures are
correct then the surplus, after Military requirement, will be allowed for export
provided, of course, they can get transport facilities. As regards country bhoat transport,
there is no difficulty. 7 :

Babu RABINDRA NATH_ ADITYA: 1 am obliged to the ilon’ble Premier for
the assurance he has given. Yesterday also, I received a telegram from _tl"_tc. Jaldhup
Central Orange Trade Association which runs thus: ““Orange export prohibition order
badly affects growers and dealers. Immediate relief solicited™.

As a matter of fact, there is very little trade in oranges west of Chatak. Actually
the orange-growing arca, in the District of Sylhet, is Karimganj Subdivision. 8o, if
people to the east of Chatak are not allowed any facilities for export, I am afraid, tuh?ft
the Military will not be able to consume the whole quantity there. As the matter is
very urgent, 1 would request the Hon’ble Premier to pass the necessary orders in a day
or two and communicate them to the Deputy Commissioner by telephone.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: I have also received a telegram this morning from
the Secretary, Orange Traders’ Association. The Hon’ble Premier stated that he would
release some oranges for civilian consumption. May I know since when has civilian
consumption been banned ¥ ,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Sa}Yld Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If the entire
produce is taken over by the Military, there will be nothing left for civilian consump-
tion. That is what I meant. )
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Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: May we know the decision of the Hon’ble
Premier in a day or two ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : As I mentioned,
the petition was filed before me day before yesterday. Yesterday, I was too ill to look
into the matter. Even now the doctor has prohibited me to use my eyes—I am suffer-
ing from opthalmia. Normally, I should not have attended to-day, but as an important
Adjournment Motion, about the rice situation in the Province, stands in the name of
Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury, I have come. Otherwise the doctor advised me to
remain in bed.  Any way, if I get time on Wednesday, I will go through the file and
pass necessary orders. But I doubt that, as there is the meeting of the Economic
Advisory Board from 10 o’clock that day. Probably there will be less work on
Thursday, a Government Business day, and I will look into this matter then, and
inform both Maulavi Mabarak Ali and Mr. Aditya about my decision, which will also
be communicated to the Deputy Commissioner by telephone.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: On a point of information, Sir. Is there at
present any notification or any order banning the cxport of oranges, outside the
Province ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : A certain notifi-
cation was issued last year by the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, and this is still in
orce.
: Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: The surplus for the whole district
will be 15 lakhs and not 5 lakhs as stated by the Hon’Lle Premier.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I was speaking
of the surplus of Latu area only. The bulk of the oranges go down from the Khasi Hills,

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : In that case the Hon’ble Premier is
nghtﬁas.ll)l:.x' RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: In view of the assurance given by the
Hon’ble Premier I will not press my Motion, but I request him to look into this

r romptly, as one day’s dclay means great loss to the growers. :
matter ve %Ié)n’blep the SPEAKER : Itis not necessary then to decide if the Motion is

The
in order. . ; . £ k . .
Adjournment Motions 7¢ (2) f.'a}lurc of Government to take action against the
Chairman, Silchar Municipal Board for his misconduct, (/i) situation

created by the failure of the food supply policy of Government and (iii)
failure of Government to save the growers of betel-nuts in the Province
from being taxed, etc. _

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The next three Motions stand in the name of
Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya. I should say straightaway that none of these Motions is
in order. ) : ] .

The first Motion says: ‘this Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definitc matter
of urgent public importance, viz., the failurc of. Government to t_akc action against the
Chairman, Municipal Board, Silchar, for his mxscopduct as parlfcuz?rly revealed in the
judgment of the damage suit brought by Babu Rabindra Kanta Sen’””. On this matter
Questions were asked during the last Session, ?.nd in this Session too we have got nume-
rous Questions. Moreover, it appears that it is not at all a matter of urgent public im-
portance nor of recent occurrence. ( : ' :

The next Motion says: ““this A'ssen’gbl}r gio now adjourn to d1scuss_ a definite matter
of urgent public importance, viz., the situation created by the the failure of the food
supply policy of Government. " This becomes unnecessary having regard to the other
coming up for discussion. : ; 5

The next Motion states : “this Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter
of urgent public importance, viz., failure of Government to save the growers of betel-nuts
in the Province from being taxed on the weight of green nuts with shells and also on

tree basis, in the homestead of the agriculturists.”
This subject-matter certainly relates to the Central Government.
. Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: But they are encroaching on agricultural
:?12?1?3: If‘;‘; ‘gglglﬁull);?/":nm?il Government is certainly responsible. Agricultural income
axed.
¢ n stands in the name of Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee.

. —
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Adjournment [iotion r¢ refusal of Government-to permit Mr. A. K, Chanda,
M. L. A. t5 attend the current November Session of the Assembly

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg leave of the House

. to move that this Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent public

importance, wiz., the situation created by the refusal of permission by Government to
Mr. A. K. Chanda on his application seeking permission for attending the current
Session of the Assembly, : ,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  What is the situation created ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: It affects the privilege of the hon. Members
of this House. We find that all other Members who similarly applied have been
allowed by Government to attend the Session. Mr. Chanda intimated to Govern-
ment that in case he felt fit he would like to join the Assembly Session. But, Sir, he
has been djsallowed : he has been asked not to come. Sir, I fail to understand that
when Mr. Bardoloi, the Leader of the Party, has been allowed to come why the
Deputy Leader has béen restrained from doing so and to represent his constituency
which is going on unrepresented for more than two years. T

There is another point, Sir. So far as we know there is practically no restriction
imposed on him. The last letter that was written to him was that in case he wanted to
come to Assam he should intimate his desire to Government. Accordingly,
Mr. Chanda intimated his desire, but he has been prevented from coming and repre-
senting his constituency in this House. Wlly this zoolum on him ? His pg:tit.ion h.as
been rejected recently, and I think even if I do not add anything more it is quite
sufficient to prove that this is a definite_matter of urgent public importance, and I
hope the hon. Members of this Housc will grant me leave to move my Motion.

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: I have tabled another Motion to-day.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I shall come to that later on.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: My reply to
this Adjournment Motion will be very simple and on two grounds. On the technical
ground, I do not see, Mr. Mookerjee has made out a case that it is a matter of urgent
public importance. He had to rely upon the fact that Government orders entrench
upon the right of privilege of a Member to attend the House. If that is the point,
the matter should go to the Privileges Committee, rather than be discusted in an
Adjournment Motion. On facts, he is not quite correct. There is a gentleman’s
agreement with Mr. Chanda. I, who passed the order, made it plain to him ' that
Mr. Chanda was released for the purpose of treatment in Calcutta and if he thinks
that he has perfectly recovered and wants to come back to Assam, he should inform
the Assam Government who will then dcmde' whether to restrain him or to bring
him back to jail, or keep him as a home interncec. Now, what Mr. Chanda has
done js that he has written a letter stating that he proposes to aftend the Assembly
if his health permitted. This was 1n accordance with the understanding that he
would remain in Calcutta and would not return until he has given notice of his
intention. )

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What did he write ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: He wrote stating
that he proposed to attend the Assembly if his health was good enough. He was not
sure of his own health. He was released on medical ground and he should not
jeopardize his health without being fully recovered. That is the position.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : If he really jeopardizes his health, he should not
take the risk. Mr. Chanda is not to jeopardize his health by coming up here. That
is the intention of Government, it appears.

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : The contents of the letter run like this :(—

“I would invite.a reference to my letter of the 31st March, 1944 and I would
inform you that I propose to attend the next Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly, provided, of course, that I am fit and I am able to stand the journey™.

* Speech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Then wh
F ; : t the Hon’ i - \
true. 1 may enquire, what is the reply e ﬁ_ fhcoglgiﬁbli?r;;cr has stated is quite
should not take the risk. emier said that he
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir M 12
reply is not forthcoming. ; ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  The. actual
; .ar]\:g-{. BAIDYAI\}_ATH .I,VIOOKER_}EE: A telegram was sent and it runs ik
this :—‘“Your ’]ettcr o !hc—: 29nd October disallowed. Reply posted. Assam? s
The Hon’ble the SPEA KER : Has that reply been reccived? It must h;we be
conﬁrrz_lcd by a letter. Is the hon. Member in possession of the letter? 1 - en
letter from Government which confirms this telegram. ' wantthe
BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : No, Sir.

#*Mr.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 have got it

with me.

# Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I ask, o : .
tion, Sir, from the .lHon’Iblr: Prime Minister, if Mg Chz’mc?aa &Oéﬂssoraln,ﬁéﬁ:;
application, stating that he wants permission to att d th : )
pgtl')mission be granted ? atien ¢ Session, will such a
e Horble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Provided it is

backed by 2 medical certificate that he is fit.
T'he Hon’ble the SPEAXER : What I understand from the Hon’ble Premier is

¢ is solicitous about the health of Mr. Chanda. Therefore he
X M. Chanda says that he is quite fit, Government will consider hi‘:asasgm
O MAD SAADULLA : Let Mr. Chanda

permittcd. la says tha
The Hon’ble Maulavi Sa:y;d Sir M
saying that he is perfectly fit and I will pass orders as I have passed

formally apPly
orders in the cas¢ of many others.
* M. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Will the Hon’ble Premier enlighten the
er he knows anything about this telegram ?
The Hon’ble the SPE}AK-_ER: Was not that letter sufficient ?
shle Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : There are so
t he was in a fit condition to travel.

The Hon - :

— ¢ifs’ that he was not himself quite sure tha a fit

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then the Hon’ble Premicr 1S ready to consider

. this matter. Let Mr. Chanda apply formally. What does Mr. Mookerjee intend

2

te do...Mr. BAIDYANATH.MOOKER_]EE: After this assurance there can be no
reason for pressing the Meotion.

- The Hon’ble the S];:'EAKER: 1 have got a similar Adjournment Motion -about

My. Purn2 Chandra Sarma from Mr. Mahi Chandra Bora. I should like that that

ken up NOW- ‘

Motion be t&
nt to permit Srijut ‘Purna

otion 7€ refusal :of Governme
t November Session of the

4 'ournmen:t M
e Chandra Sarma, M.L.A., to attend the curren
Assembly.
Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA : - Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg leave of the House to
move my Adjournmcnt Motion ‘which runs as follows :
¢ This Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent public im-
ortance, nanicys the situation created by the refusal of permission by Government to
IS)rijlut; Px,xrna Chandra Sarma, M.L.A., for -attending the current Session of the
- bly.” ] _
Aswglfh;j Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What is the situation created ?
Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA : Breach of privilege on the part of Govern-
ment. -Srijut Sarma is still 2 Member of the Assembly.
The Howﬁe the SP;E}AK_ER: ‘The question of privilege cannot be discussed in an
-Adjournment ﬂt}ﬁﬁ-‘by 4 11:.: 1}; El;;l-atter of privilege that should be brought forward
that he applied for permission

in the way prescri
at MAHI CHANDRA BORA: The question is

Srij
to attend the Assembly. I donotsee why the permission
when it has been allowed in other cases.
i T
* Speech not corrected.

has been refused to him

1
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Purna:
Chandra Sarma was ordered to be released only very recently on account of the
report of the Civil Surgeon—the Superintendent of Jail, that he was suffering from
various diseases. He is so ill that if he is allowed to take part in political matters
he may have a relapse. I do not think that he should be allowed to come to Shillong.
At this stage, when he is not perfectly cured of his diseases, Government cannot Emkc :
the responsibility of allowing him to come up to Shillong for attending the Session.
He had been only recently released on the ground of very many diseases including
typhoid. :

4 The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Did he state anything about his health ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Nothing so far
as I remember. His petition is to this respect—‘‘1 am an internce within: the Tezpur
Police Station, which I cannot leave without your permission (this was to the District -
Magistrate of Darrang). I, being a Member of the Assam Legislative Assembly, an;
going to sit in the next Session of the same on the 10th N'ovember. Therefore,
want to leave Tezpur on or before the 7th of November.. 1 wish a change of climate
and treatment. Please reply early and oblige”. There, he says, that he requires a
change of climate and treatment. He requires treatment cvem: now. The treatment.
that he wants-is still available there—the climate of Tezpur. now 1is as good  as:
that of Shillong. o E

*Srijut R(g)HINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Siy, in the case of Srijut Rajendra -
Nath Barua, he has been released on account of bad health. So, he tat'es the
advantage of taking an X-Ray in- Shillong, as there is.no arrangement for ﬁa ng fan
X-Ray in Tezpur. If permission is granted, he can both get the treatment e;ﬁe a l;ex-'
taking an X-Ray and attend the Session. It is the look-out of _thc Lon. cmb‘l:rr-
whether he would avail of those opportunities: or not.. His case is not comparable
to every other security prisoner, and internee. ¢

le’e Hon’ble l\zaglavi Saiyid* Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : FFOI)I‘E I{hc
report of the Medical Officer, who was-treating him, it was ‘fO}md that aﬂ - alxg !
would be necessary and ‘therefore on this ground, I have -r.c}eased him so that {1:_ 6301; e
come up to Shillong to avail himself of the X-Ray facilities. If he had appli OF -
attending the Session as well, I would have allowed it.

*Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA : May I know then why - Srijut. Purna
Chandra Sarma has been deprived of his -home District and also of his hearth and
home ? The climate of Nowgong is not very indifferent.

The-Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADI{L:I:A : It may b_e s0,
but the Deputy Commissioner of Nowgong says that the activities and mentality ‘of
Mr. Sarma were such that if kept in Newgong District, he might jeopardise the peace
and security of the District. i !

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : Sir; in this respect, I may tell .the Hon’ble
Premier that by the time the order of his release was sent; he was already in a conva:les-
cent state inside the jail. If Government really care for his health, as t‘he Hon Vble
Premier says, he should be-allowed to come to Shillong; which i is -the best place for
him. If hecomes here for his convalescence and treatment, there is hardly any reason
why there should be any bar for ' him in attending the  Session. If he cannot: be .
allowed to go to Nowgong, he should at least be brought to Shillong and be allowed
to attend the Assembly. d :

 The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then I gather that on medical grounds it would
be better if Mr. Sarma is brought to Shillong. s

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I will surely
consider it.

The Hon'’ble the SPEAKER': Then I take it that the leave for moving the
Adjournment Motion is not pressed. :

*Speech not corrected. g



802 - ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS
Adjournment Motion rr_no:-.-publication of the Report of the Ka"impnr
Enquiry Committee by Government
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now lI¢ ok
’ ; R 2 ] t us come to the next Adjourn™¢!
Motion, r.amely, the one with regard to withholding by the (;:;V(:I:‘:]\:H(Tllt {"1' ASSE:;;]’

of the report of the Karimpur Enquiry Committee. The  discussion is inten
to be conﬁnc_d to the question of delay that is being made in publishing the Report:
. Maulavi ABDUL BARTI CHAUDHURY : I beg leave of the House to €
That the Assembly do now adjourn to discuss lefisiite ) ‘ ) plic
; ] ) I y » discuss a  definitc matter of urgent pu
importance, 2., the withholding by the Government of Assam, of The jREPEES
of the Karimpur Enquiry Cormmittee.” o
; may subm_xt, blr,_ that there is a great agitation over this ;nauer. A_"
enquiry was_hcl.d in public and the Report was submitted in due course. 9% e
the fitness of thn}gs_thc Report ought to be published. The public at Jarge ar¢
waiting eagerly for it. *
- hie 3PE R - The 2 &% : 3 . ini i
T'he Hg{?.ll:;l(,h th}t; S’lllfiﬁlif.l?l{_ .I}"‘a(.ln .th(_. situation is, the public remaining 18
suspense. ill the Hon’ble Premier say anything about this ?
Tho Hon’}ch Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I can enlighten
the House, Sir. Everybody is very sorry on account of this Karimpur disaster, which
has caused the death of hundreds of people. But this is a matter which closely
concerns the Central Government since the Manager of that estate was recruiting
that

cts and the Central Government have telegraphed to US
hould 1€ave

Jabour for Defence Proje
they must have a full report before they can decide whether they s
taken by the Provincial Government. All the papers have been
their

the action to be
sent to the Central Government and we are awaiting their decision. Without

pcrmission we cannot publish the Report. This is the position and there is no

secrecy about it. If the Central Government allow us to publish the Report, it will
1 Government have recommended a certain course 0

be published. The Provincia
action and if the Central Government endorse it, the public will sec what action the
ke. Till we get the final sanction, I am not in a positiOﬂ to

1 Government ta
or what is the recommendation of the Loca

Provincia
disclose either the conten
Government. i

Maulavi ABDUL .BAR¥ CHAUDHURY: May I know from the Hon’ble
Premier whether sanction of the Central Government was obtained when the order for
holding the enquiry was p.as:se_d_f B
ng R bic Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : When sought o
be held it was not objected. g
AIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : = Was the enquiry held on the initiativ

ts of that Report

e of

#Mr. B
: ding to the desi f i
chis Goverﬂmcr}t or according he desire o the Central Government, Sir ?
G "Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: On the
nment with the approval of the Central Government.

jpitiative of this Gover 3
Babu, KAMINI KUMAR SEN: What was the necessity for representin

. cial Government before the Committee if i . i ;

ﬁfg"éﬁﬁirax S tatnndi v\ S ce if it was constituted at the instance O
The Hlont ble Mﬁﬁ;?vf ﬁ;uyld 51rdMUHAMMAD SAADULLA: My hon. Friend
would not listen to wh ve stated. It was definitely stated that tl
held at the lnstance of the Local Government but witl?: the approvallzfcil}?;lélbfrm“qs
Government- ' 5 .
¥ g&gi?ﬁgliighg :'?Eﬁillilﬁ\(‘)]i{:er}lagng heard from the Hon’ble Premier, I do not
;,lytnpublishing e Report. . overnment have shown good reasons for not as

Adjournment Motion ¢ forcible occu i |

. 1 pation of i

Lo peains Brato Bengalgrazlng reserves by

g the

tral

il ELIR . ;
e A O T A
L _ 1 : iscussing 2 \ t i
importance and of recent occurrence, viz., forcible zmclg Jgaﬁlt%f)?iseilnaéf:?::,l]ggtie;:lbl;%

L
) *Speech not corrected,
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lr?:ddsl Set apart for grazing purposes, by immigrants from Bengal and acts of lawlessness
: hre » :

ach of peace committed by the trespassers, without any check or hindrance by
¢ authorities,

. DI, the scope of this Motion should be distinguished from the scope
O other Motions regarding encroachment of Line System and ather encroachments.
This peyy cncroachment is the result of a new policy adopted by Government in
Aug“‘st 1943 and which is being given effect to by the local officers. Those grazing
and forest reserves, since their creation, were held to be inviolable by all Governments
and even by the Government headed by Sir Saadulla in 1939 and 1940. Therefore,

S entirely a new matter brought about by the new policy of Government.
This will be clear if I refer to the communique issued by the Government of Bengal on

S,3Oth- October which runs as follows :— .

FChe  Government of Assam’ in their Resolution dated the 2lst.. June
19‘]’0.’ prohibited scttlement of land with persons coming from outside the
¢ after the Ist. January, 1938. 'This decision affected the border districts

] Mymensingh  from where large numbers of agriculturists go to Assam
]? Search of agricultural land on account of heavy pressure on such lands In this

TOvince, L 1
. Dul‘iug‘ the last Session of the Bengal Legislative Council a Motion was carried
OF Presenting an address to His Excellency requesting him to urge upon the
GOVCancnt of India to take immediate steps so that all existing restrictions, imposed
b)" the Government of Assam on cultivators from this Province in getting settlement
of land in the Assam Valley, might be removed. Accordingly, the Government of
. °Ngal requested the Government of Assam to withdraw or suspend the restrictions
'Mposed by the said Resolution in the interest of inter-provincial amity and as a
Measure of relief to the distressed people of Bengal. 3 :

Government - of Assam have stated in reply that the policy regarding
Settlement of lands with immigrants has since been liberalised and that they are
rying their level best to accelerate the process by de-reserving surplus lands, in the
Prote.sional grazing reserves, in certain Districts. The Govqrnment_of Assam are,
ho“’eVCr, unable to abolish the restrictive measures wholly, particularly in areas where
the Tribal people are numerous, as these people are apprehensive of the near approach
Of Immigrants as a result of which many of them sufferred in the past, but
Government have given an assurance that they will continue the process of gradual
abolition of the restrictions and to open up fresh areas for immigrant settlement as far
aS is consistent with the necessity for reservation of lands for indigenous people and
Protection of the Tribal classes.” :

Sir, there have been clashes in various districts. Before I came to the Assembly,
went to Darrang and Kamrup Districts and I inspected many reserves. Ials_o
~carnt that there were clashes at Misamari and Saring Gikapori near Mangaldoi.
ere were other clashes in a reserve called Dokania under Hajo Post Office and
Lotina reserve under Chaygaon Police Station in the Gauhati Sub-division. :
ven today I have received a telegram from Barpeta. <¢Immigrants forcibly oc-
Cupying professional grazing reserves, Barpeta, damaging grass. Buffaloes starving.
g}raziers assaulted -on opposition. Pray order immigrants eviction by summary proce-
ure,’?
The Hon’ble the Speaker : That will do, I think. ey
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I submit, Sir, that the Motlon_ is
wholly out of order and as you rightly ruled the other day such matters of policy
should not be discussed by an Adjournment Motion. :
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Have Government enquired whether there has actu-
ally been settlement given to immigrants within the grazing reserve ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Not very much,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What is the actual area withj
The I‘IOD,])IC Maulavi MUNA"VWAR ALI :' I C-Ould not te]l YOU, oﬁ- hand, Sir-
But the Deputy (lommissioners have been definitely Instructe

B - " d not to settle any land
which is not found in excess of the graziers requirements according to the standard
laid down. ’

-

n the grazing reserve ?
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The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : The question is whether Government is in possession
of any report about the serious encroachments complained ot 2

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir, the Motion
is rather very widely and vaguely worded. It has been very rightly puiﬁted out that
if he had made specific allegation that in a particular grazing reserve encroachers have
been allowed, then the Adjournment Motion would have been in order butas'it ig =
worded it is only criticising the policy of Government. The policy of Govern=
ment in a nutshell has been that when it was reported that a very large area has been
reserved as professional grazing reserve, much in excess of the requirements of the cattle,
Government d:pured Mr. D:sai to caquire into this matter. He submitted his
report. Now, according to his report, in certain arcas there has been excess and in
other areas there has been delicit in grazing arcas. I'or example, in the Darrang District,
Mr. Desai’s report is that the arca reserved as prolessional grazing reserve, is far
short of the requirement of the number of cattle there.  On enquiry Government found
that it is so. Thercfore, the Deputy Commissioner has been ordered to find new grazing
reserves so that all those cattle on which tax is paid may get sutlicient pasture land.
But in other places, for example, in Barpeta, it was _tound that 10,000 bighas were
reserved where only 100 cattle are to graze. ‘This was much in excess of the require-
ment. Government alter considering what was the requirement ol arbuflalo or a cattle
per year, decided on expert advice that five bighas are suf]icircnt for one buflalo and one
buffalo consumes as much as three heads of bovine cattle. Therefore, they have order
the Deputy Clommissioners to go per ¢onally into this matter to find_ou[ il there was any
excess area in grazing rescrves after caleulation on that basis.  If any excess area Was
found, they should demarcate it. I'be excess arcas are now under demarcation.

'I:herc‘ are two schools of thought in this House and also outside. One school thinks
that sufficiently spcedy action has not been taken on Mr. Desai’s report and the
other school thinks that very speedy action has bheen iaken. But I can assure the
hon. Members of the House that no speedy action has yet been taken because most
of the grazing arcas went under water during the rains and they could not be demar-
cated. . If it is found that even tll()SC. portions which have been particularly reserved
after demarcation for proi'(:s:?u)naI grazing purpose, h_;wc been encroached, then alon.c
my hon. Friend can come w1'th an Adjournment Motion.. But at present the matter 1s
too vague and you, Sir, have 1'ulcd_that it is aga.msl_P;u'lmm(:nt;lry practice to criticise
the policy of Government by an Adjournmentn Motion. ) :

#Srijut GOPINATH BARDOIOI : I think, Sir, that tinc has not arrived yet for
discussing the facts stated by the Hon’ble Premier and to criticise the policy of
Govcrnment. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Adjournment Motion has been based on a very
gencral and sweeping statement. ) ;

#Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : There has becn a um\_#ersnl encroachment in al-
most all the reserves, and it is necessary probably to state how it has llfll)pcncd. Accord-
ing to the Lotification of Government in August 1943, the general policy of Government
was that the rescrves should be inviolable and that they should not be dereserved.
The Government on the 25th. August 1943, cnunciated a pqlicy Lo the effect that the
reserves should not be dercserved and that on the basis of it a Special Officer was
appointed to cnquire into the excess area, if there was any, for thq purpose of settling
-newcomers. Now, on that pretext, the newcomers have trespassed into all the reserves
of the Assam Valley—particularly in the Districts of Nowgong, Kamrup and Darrang.
As a result, the professional graziers have becn compelled to limit the number of their
cattle and many of their cattle died for want of grass. So, there has beena huge
clamour throughout the country that the incident arose out ol the Government Policy
;nunciated in the Notification. Such encroachment still exists and is continuing. There-

fore, I venture to submit that this is a fit Motion for Adjournment.

|

-

*Speech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : My difficulty is that without the names of the place,
cannot take the matter to be a definite one.  There has been made a general alle-
gation that trespasses have been made upon the grazing reserves, but unless the names
of the reserves are given, Government are not in a position to trace whether tF,lCSC
€ases of (respass are actually cases of trespass or authorised occupation. The Hon ble

femier has said that they have instructed the Deputy Commissioners to €nquire if
there wa; any area in excess of the need of graziers, and if so, to settle the excess arca
With the pewcomers. It is necessary now to enquire whether the immigrants have occu-
pPied the reserves on the strength of the order of the Deputy Commissioner or not. It
IS quite natural that the immigrants would not go within the grazing reserves without
the order of the Deputy Commissioner. It ought to be cleared if there was any
order of Government to the Deputy Commissioner to settle within the grazing reserves
any immigrant provided there was excess of land over and above the requirements

Or grazing purpose. The matter has been cropping up every Session, but we havc;
DOt oot any particularly definite opinion of Government. Will Government

Please fix o date for discussion of this matter ?
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Quite so. !
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The trouble arose out of the appointment of Mr. Desal
and the report submitted by him and what action has been taken on it by Government.

he House should be taken into cofidence and in view of the state of things, W‘g
overnment come forward with a statement in the matter, so that, I may be save

from the trouble of deciding an Adjournment Motion of two contrary views—one held

Y a certain section of the House that as much lands should be gi\'en'to_imrr}igrants as
they require and the other that the policy of giving lands to the immigrants 1S
8reatly affecting the grazing reserves.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker:
> T'am perfectly sure that even if a date is fixed and Mr. Desai’s report 1s dlsr_:ussed
on the floor of thclHousc, there will be no end of Questions, Resolutions and Adjourn-
ment Motions coming in on land settlement policy. T can assure the hon. Members
that the report of Mr. Desai would be placed before the House in the Budget Session

ut not in this Session. The reports that Government wanted the Deputy Corn_-
Missioners to submit regarding reserves, that are in excess of the requirement and their

€Mmarcation arec not now before Government. When they will get the detqils,
they wil] place the matter before the House for discussion. But it will not be possible
for them to do it in this Session.

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: May I make an appeal to the Hon’ble Pre-
MIer to stay their sanction in regard to allowing lands to immigrants within gra-
Mg reserves, if he really wants a discussion of this matter in the House ? If itis
o ¢ a popular measure, I think, Government should give the House an opportunity
to discuss the matter.

_The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : As I mentioned
carlier, the Deputy Commissioners have been authorised to demarcate the excess areas
of the reserves and they have done so only in one or two reserves and could not yet
complete the work.

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Deputy Commissioners may go on demar-
cating the areas, but Mr. Bardoloi urges that no settlement should be given till the
matter is discussed in this House and the Government Policy is approved by it.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Besides what
have already said, the Government of India are insisting on us that more land
5110111§1 be settled and asking for a monthly report on the progress of settiement. The
question of settlement with the immigrants concerns the Districts of Kamrup, Now-
8ong and Darrang. No immigrants were allowed to settle, except in one small arca
in the North Lakhimpur Sub-division in the Lakhimpur districe.
I.n Lower Assam this time, there has been failure of Crops
Of‘thls winter season and cultivate some kinds of crop in new
gomg to be a serious loss of crop. ‘Therefore, not only the Reve

1r

and unless we avail
land, then there 1s
nue Department bui
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also the Agriculture Department are trying their best to avert a very serious situa-
tion. Thus, it will notbe in the intercst of the Province as a whole to withhold set-
tlement in those reserves where excess land has alrcady been demarcated.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Will there be serious loss of crop by waiting

even for two months ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Then, it will
be too late to cultivate those lands for growing crop.

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: Mr Speaker, Sir, =ifa gt U4 fmhit
*fars 521 StFaEa fagies a,a88 faat » Al wfa (oa-cizt 4t ahiege i
Féatty Ton fAwfeSa AT b, 888 fqat w4t zoalcg | Immigrant ¢ ARk w9
gz wiea At AEaga o 7Eg @ AT gen ={aat nirela o @I
Gretcs oft {ram zd zzANE | O 2 f# wtafa Stay Fal zIta 2

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the real cause for
the trouble is that dereservation is not being done directly under the orders of
Government but it is done by the immigrants themselves ; they forcibly enter into the

reserves.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But that is not admitted by Government.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On account of this forcible action on

the part of the immigrants the result has been indiscriminate slaughter of cattle.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Government say that that is not forcible. The immi-
grants are authorised to enter into the reserves. Therefore, 1say, unless the places are

named it is difficult to judge the matter.
What I have been able to understand is that the hon. Members of this side of the
House want that there should not be any dcrcsc‘rvation within the gr"gzing IESEerves.
Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Thatis exactly the case, Sir. I would request
the Hon’ble Prime Minister to take the House 1nto his cqnﬁdcncc_ before launching
upon a scheme which 1s absolutc_*ly a new phase 1n the history of thc_ Prm.unce._ |
appeal to the Hon’ble Prime Minister to stay sanction of necw scttlement till this subject
a the floor of this House ; but if he wants to enforce the

has been fully discussed o ) . o .
policy he should give us an opportunity to discuss the matter before it is put into

t. . .
i The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That object cannot be achieved by a discussion In
the House. The Adjournment Motion may be talked out and there will be no definite

decision in the Housc as to whether grazing reserves should be dereserved.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2.5 p.M.

; After lunch

Request for granting permission to Mr. A. K. Chanda, and Srijut
handra Sarma to attend the current November Session of the

Purna C
Assembly.
f information, Sir. Will the

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: On a point © _
Hon’ble Premier kindly intimate the decision of Government by wire to Messrs.
Chanda and Purna Charédra Sarma Sso that they may be able to attend at least some
-etinos of the Assembl uring this Session ?
lmtm’%bc Hon’ble Maujliavi Sa%zid Sir, MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Mookerjee
is in possession of all the papers of Mr. Chanda. ‘ :
#*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : May I enquire from .the Hon’ble Pr'cmler
whether application by wire will be accepted and permission by wire _will be given P
Otherwise it will be practically a mockery as much time for ordinary correspon-
dence is not available.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD
that Government cannot vouchsafe for the correctness O
transaction also a wire is always to be confirmed by a letter.
telegram 1s that any body may send a wire.

SAADULLA : The difficulty is
f a wire. In normal business
The difficulty about a

*Speech not corrected.
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#Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Unless that is done it is impossible for
him to attend this Session. I know it perfectly well that during the Ias.t November
Session, when 1 approached the Hon’ble Premier he was kind enough to write the order
at once that he may be permitted, but there was some under-ground movement for
which he could not attend that Session and he was also busy with some of hls. pcr§ona1
affairs, I know, Sir, that sincere and honest as he is, the Hon’ble Premier will kindly
accept my suggestion. At least in this case, he will accept the petition of Mr. Chanda
and Mr. Sarma if sent by wire.

; The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The best course
for Mr. Chanda will be to speak to me on the telephone.

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : If the line is available.

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, I kn’ow Mr
Chanda’s voice and if T hear his voice I will give him the permission on the phone.
Permission by wire-—that will be just contravening the normal procedure.

Adjournment Motion ¢ forcible occupation of grazing reserves by Immigants
from Bengal—(continued)

‘The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: T think, the Hon’ble Premier did
not complete his say on this matter. When he will if you consider it necessary that I
should explain certain points, I will do so, when called upon by you, Sir. 2
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : One thing I should like to know. What 13 the
exact order of the Government of India regarding land settlement ? X
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The Government of India ?s,ked us
to settle about 12 lakhs bighas within 1943. That was the Government of India’s order
and we are sorry that we have not been able to implement one-fifth of that even
when another whole year is on its completion. .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Is there anything about grazing reserves 2
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR  ALI: Nothing specifically, Sir. What
the Government of India stated emphatically is that a large area of land is available in
Assam and the quota of area fixed by them to be settled during 1943 was about
12 lakhs bighas. - 3 :
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I may intimate to the House that I have 'rccelvegl
Notice of a Motion from Srijut Sarveswar Barua on this matter and the Motion 1s to this
effect: <“This Assembly is of opinion that the land settlement policy initiated by the
Government of Assam in their Resolution, No.RD,S/43f13 dated the 24th August 1943
as been working to the detriment of the interests of {he indigenous population and
the graziers of the Province and that therefore the saiq policy be immediately with-
rawn >, T am ready to fix up its discussion on the 20},
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT: A4 annouticed by ‘thesHonible
remier that the recommendations made by Mr. Desaj ywould be made available to the
hon, Members, it will be very good if the House could wajt till they had studied
those . In that case it would be prud.ent and it Would‘l e dvantageous for
every one concerned to raise specific issues 1n the contemp) 1 d debate on accurate
knowledge acquired. s
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But that Report m,
*€ven during this Session. Important extracts
there can be any real objection to this Motion being . d. The Opposition will
state their point of view and Government will state ¢ eilscu;:t; of view and there will
€ a discussion in a proper and regular way on this Yer 2 ?n[jll ortant qucstion which T
take it, is greatly agitating the public mind. o
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT .
Communicate my decision to you to-morrow,

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But I have { dispose of the Adjournment Motion
Just now, ~ ¥

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALJ : In view of what I have said, you may
keep this Motion pending till to-morrow.

¥ be made available to the House
€an bhe i“cad out. I do not see

If you will so permit me, T will

*Speech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well. T keep Mr. Sarveswar Barua’s Motion
and the Adj urnment Motion pc ding till to-morrow.

The next two Motions stane in the name of Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri. The
second * Motion becomes unnecessary in view of Mr. Beliram Das’s Motion under
discussion. Is he going to move his first Motion ?

The Adjournment Motion 7¢ complete stoppage of Municipal Administration
in the town of Gauhati

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURTI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg leave of the
House to move that this Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter
of urgent public importance of recent oczcurrence, oiz., complete stoppage of Munici-

al administration in the town of Gauhati particularly in Wards Nos. VII, VIII,

IX and X.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  This matter was discussed during  the last Session, .

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDI I.UJ{I : DBut, h.'ir, what I will state now
relates to what happened.since _I ])roughl. this matter last time, - ‘

Now, Sir, the Hon’ble Prime Minister and the H(m [J!U Minister of Local Self-
Government had been pleased to xfisit Lige: town :an‘l enquire into the condmfms pre-
vailing at the time, and i.-n'tf:;ul.u[ .thc s".ntu.zurm I)Ull].;;' improved at all, the I&XCCU'UVC
Officer of the Municipality, which is being run by Government now, has rather ina
vindictive spirit, practically stopped  all Muaicipal administration. By ““ Municipal
administration 7 we understand  that we must get supply ol‘ good drinking water
Rhi%h was hitherto given te the town ; we must have scavengers’ service both on _the
roads as well as for the latrines and also some sort of street lighting.  All these things
have been stopped, ;);1rtir:ul:1rly in the wards to which I made relerence. .l'ormerly,
when they could not supply tap water they used to run motor lorry for supplying water.
That also has been stopped entirely.  They arc not giving us any substitute _ft?r t'he
tap water. Je, at least, got somce supply of drinking watcr when the Municipality
was under non-official managemcnt. ' ‘

As regards the removal of night-soil, the st:mglmj_f order in my :WIII‘(I is that this
should bebc]e;u-:_-d after thrce days, but t[_l-"ll_ order is honoured more in the l)rcacl: l_han
otﬁerwisc, with the result that the town is full of fi[t.l_ly srncu ;m(.I nuisance,. }\f[y l-‘l‘lcnd
Srijut Beliram Das will b able to tell his owan experience in his ward, which is one

of "the best wards. . . |
Sir, as regards street lighting, I have enquired and learnt that even in a small
> o)

town like Tezpur, some sort of lighting arrangement obtains. In Shillong too we
have street lighting. But this has been g':nure!y stopped at Gauhati. It seems that
the more we draw the attention ol Government to this matter, the more stringent
b-comes the attitude 0[. the l.ocal Aut!m.rltlcs. Sir, this may rcsul_t In very serious
consequences bocause this leads to epidemic. Tt actually led to an epidemic.

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I submit that this Motion is not in order, bccausc_ it is nmthc_r urgent, nor it relates
to a definite matter. Ciomplete stoppage of Municipal administration

wide term. .
The Hon’ble the SPREAKER : But he has explained how the health of the town

Sl ., Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY:  But, Sir, from

the notice I could not understand what was his specific grievance. If I could know

this, I could have collected information regarding any particular grievance that the

hon. Member might have,.
L]

# This Assembly do now adjourn to cliscuss a question of urgent public importance of recent
occurrence, viz., the forcible occupation of land in the neighbourhood of Samaria Satra in the District
of Kamrup which was especially excluded (rom scotlement in future in order to respect the religious

sentiment of the Hindus.

is a very

i

T
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: How long will the Hon’ble Minister take to
information ? s e o)
COHCS‘I"LIIJI;f!I:)l:}l:lci?)‘t:'ijul HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: I think two
it th}l-‘ct‘ﬁ-Cﬁ?:;’l?ll(l:.thc SPEAKER :  Very well, this matter wil-l stand over for two or
threc days, s.c., till the Hon’ble Minister in charge is ready with facts. .
Nc‘x'l"(,‘m.n.e,s Mr. Whittaker’s Motion. This on the face of' it is not in order, but I
should be glad to know his point of view.

Adjournment Motion r¢e abuse of the privilege of tabling Adjournment
J Motions

. . .. Speaker, Sir know this * Motion is out of order.

; NVHITTAKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I ; i :

It 1‘(3:}1/{;. 1{;\11(\)\{ an Adjournment Motion at all; it is rather a Motion of disgust that pri-
vate Members' time is being consumed - ‘ ) .
Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDPRHURI: On a point of order, Sir"
After he has admitted that his Motion is out of order, can he speak on this any more ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T have allowed him to do so, and to put his point
- A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, this was the only way that oceurred
to me lt‘ lraw your attention to the fact that so much private members’
5 b is being wasted. "This time could be employed to
Government's time is S : ) it ignifican
advantage if all Members appreciated mote clearly the signific: e
Mozim;qb(‘ We have had Adjournment Motions &\’111(311‘11‘1‘"-‘ no possibil
ibe Gm"érn m?‘nt You, Sir, have disposed of some of them, I am gl
this morning. I'hO])C it will be possible to continue to do so.
S ng: 1all guide to Members of this Assembly
for you to issue a small g Fo 2 le is not
Adjournment Motions so that the time of 106 people is
. e ?

has a purely local grievance : ; et

N%#scl:}(rmd Su’c:-’gestion would be for Government to be prepared to
Short-Notice QU(:s?ions. Most of the subjects raised during the 1

. =="a] short- ic tions.

casily be dealt with by Short-Notice Questior . :

e Hon’ble the SPEARER.« ‘The diffculty is that the
gencrally give their consent to Short-Notice Questions. .
g Mr. A. WHITTAKER : If we have 23 Adjournment Mouox}s, even the present
Ministry will have to consider giving their /consent to Short-Notice Questions ra ther
than allow public business to be interfered with in this way.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This will in its turn show
Questions raised.

AL JITTAKER : I hope it will be foliowed in futun.z‘.
II;irleb‘uA R\X{ZIIINDRA NATH ADITYA : Mr. Speaker, ; Sir, I abpreciate  the
anxicty of Mr. Whittaker to utilise the time of the I:Io’usc (tio the be_st advantage . But
the question is that the Sessions are as scarce as Horlicks zlm C:lax9 in the market. [y is
almost after nine months that we are meeting and in t}1(j. meantime
have piled up which cannot be adequately dealt with in Questiong

‘ _ - Moreqy,
Ministry frame their answers in such a way that the purpose is not achieved by b
Questions,

Then, Sir, only two or three days have been nlloltctled i?;nfg‘it\;ate M?mbers’
It would have been far better if the GO.V{’!I‘IIIHCHT-.(?OU_ Hft-* : }c}r Session by some g
more, and allow private Members to discuss their BEEe nc?i' . ms hag 54 been g e
What is the way left by which the S S heoaimately y, ate S
grievances ? There is no other way e o di]awmg-f e attention of the f{ t}sle“
Ministers by means of Adjourument Motions. I hope you will ABYO8. 5 e it on’ble

time and
more profitable
o Adjournment
ity of censuring
ad to see, in bulk
Would it be possible -
as to the precise scope of
wasted by one Person who

accept more
ast three days could

Hon’ble Ministers do not

the Importance of the

“ This Assembly do now adjourn - to discuss a definitc matter of urgent pup)ie
such recent oceurrence as the 10th November, 1944, namely—the ¢

; g Impoy ~
1, . islocation chige b tanpe and of
Members and Assembly business by the abuse of the privilege of tabling tAdjournme ¢

o A
nt Molic:»nS. il
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : . :
should comply with the rules. }: My difficulty is that the Adjournment Motions
2 T TA'T T

to fr:?r?lltilll'lt{:{Ao[:;{-:\]?\.)fIlr{:ﬁ J\.A ,I..“;AI.)I I'YA: Of course, Sir, rules arc there. W

; Elgie SuE o ns as best as we can in compliance to these I oL

ometimes we arc thrown out of order. If the Ministry would hav racn ot but

wht-zr(;l)y we (:oul'd V(T!lll'lilt.t: our grievances there would nnt‘ Ci g]'vcnbmh” chantes

Adjournment Motions. So it is not the fault of Members but the i"llt?l\lfcmuif?it‘aink;tlhor
‘ st lie er

quarters. So Mr. Whittaker is quite wide of the mark it he means to attack tl
. < H aCK e

Members.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Mr. Speaker, Si i i
feeling of Mr. Whittaker and other Members ol'h-i‘; ;:fl't;' ul'l’m‘llr‘  quite T 'the
Sir, I am 8Orry that such an Adjournment .\.’Itllti()t; " has l]-’l\"f: tabled s
FEuropecan Group. Sir, it shows that asif wisdom is the ;1;(): )Lcil- t:}blqd o N
if the other Members of all other parties of this Hr)usn'dn not unl(tl)zi*J'(?? of this Gro/ress
an AdjOurnmcut Motion can be tabled. Sir, the advice whic[llhmnFi lllow e \_vhen
Mr. Whittaker ha§ given ju_st now would have been and should P‘l'u'xfl}y \1011.' i
Hon’ble Prime Minister at his leisure. Mr. Whittaker stays }mrc' 1:;](1)0;1.:-1 g1V£n i+
OPPortunitY ?ﬂd sufficient tume to discuss all these matters with ;!19 H‘or‘lq’ilb EII)TQPIE
Minister. Sir, as my hon. Friend Mr. Aditya has alrcady stated that we le it
no other alternative than to take recourse to this proccdure; S(.nnctinu'-s knmy'mvlc go(;
sometimes without knowing the gguiﬁc;lncc, I admnit, that some ol our \d\'mgfyafl -
Motions would be disallm_w:(L Sir, I sent two Motions, one for discussin : thl]oummnnt
mic situation of the Province and the other for discussing the political sitiatig:n 2?0?10-
Province, but both of these Motions have been disallowed. R

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : On the ground that the Hon’ble Minister did not

ive his consent. oy , ) :
24 Mc. BAIDYANAl H MOOKER]JEE: Exactly so, Sir. I think, Mr. Whit-
taker will understand that. We have sat together for three years and recently he has
returned 1roms home. 1 thought that at least he would have that much knowledge
o0y 4510 distingllis where an Adjournment Motion can be tabled. Sir, this is not an
jon of the Government. Ad:lournmcnt Motion should be tabled for the criticisRan
some actlolr\ldol rihr: Cn()}rel]:::lmiizint, but Government cannot be -CenSurcci for the
ividua) Niemibels @ this House. The Leader of the Europea

uch at least. ‘ pean group should

Hon’® ble the .SPEA'KER: That is practically admitted by M ittak

Thchc prought this Motion out of disgust. y Mr. Whitieasy

He said a2

Ei. BAIDYANATL MOOKERJEE: Yes, Sir, I could understand that. Bu
when being disgusted he has tabled this Motion, I expected this much commonsense from
Mr. Whittaker that that might be the case with other hon. Members as well who tabled
other Adjonrnment Motlc(})ns. We tried to move our Motions but consent was not given
by the Minister concernc: We send Questions but they arenot replied to in many cases.
The number © days, a;I have already mentioned, areso very limited, that we, as
representatives of the row;ccv_wh_o draw salary without doing anything for full 11
wonths at Rs- 100 per mont —_—that‘ is al§o going to bt_: 1ncreascq by 50 per cent—if we
are not given any opportunity of Yr)entllatlng the grievances of our constituencies then
what is the good of our coming here ! It would be better for Mr. Whittaker to join
hands with Us to see that the days that are allotted and the money that is spent on
the salary of the Mem]?ers of this House are fully and well utilised. I fully sympathise
with him when hc was c_hsgu.?ted by our action, but, at the same time, I think that
he also should sympathise with us as we had no other alternative than to take recourse
to these Adjournment Motions. \Ne_ were compelled and we were persuaded to take such
action, snd, I hope, in future he will try his level best to persuade the Government
: hich he has great influence to allot more days to non-official business so that we

over Wit 2
EHE justlfY our pl;:scn;; here _and also can do justice to our constituents who pay us
Khan Bahadur aulavi KERAMAT ALI: Sir, Adjournment Motions have been

- rule 7
provuicd under the rules of the Assembly and therelore, we cannot object to such

censuring
action of 11
know thls m

.
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Adjourment Motions being tabled, but we should remember one thing. My hon.
Friend, Mr. Mookerjee has truly said that we have come here to place before the

overnment the grievances of the people whom we represent here.  Now, Sir, who are
the people whom we represent here ? They are the poor miserable cultivators—majority
of them at least come from that ccmmunity. We should always keep in mind that
every minute that we spend here is to be paid for, out of the pockets of those poor peas-
ants.  Sir, Adjournment Motions as long as they are urgent and important must always
!Jc brought in provided we are within the bounds of our rights and speeches made
I Support of such Motions do not 2o beyond o reasonable limit. Unnecessary talks
or irrelevant statements made in the House mean extravagance. If we conline our-
sc.lves to the rules and do not indulge in wild statements, much of the time of the House
will be saved.

_The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. Member mean that all these talks
are irrelevant?

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMA'T ALT: I submit, Siy, that sometimes we take
fecourse to irrelevant talks

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then these talks have not been irrelevant.

) Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHUDHURI: M. SPEAKER, Sir, Mr. Whittaker
1s perfectly justified in bringing this Motion, because, Sir, he has no sympathy for
our trouble. But he woull have done the same thing, if a meeting of the Indian
Tea Association had been banned—he would have been the first person to come with
a Motion for adjournment of the House. Il some members of che tea planting commu-
nity had been detained as security prisoners, or sentto prison without any tri_al for
offence which they daily commit in their respective tea estates, probably, Mr. Whittaker
Would have been the first person to come with a Motion for adjournment of the

Ouse. If he had been dependent on rice as the staple food instead of loaves and
breads which are available in plenty for members of his community in any town of
the Province, Mr. Whittaker would have been the first person (o complain against
the Government of the day. Fortunately for him, neither he nor members of his
Community have to suffer from these disadvantages. Mr. Whittaker is trying to find
fault with “us for wasting the time of the House. He is the greatest sinner in this respect.
Mr. Whittaker is 4 Member of the Indian Civil Service. e would have been the Go-
vernor of Bihar by this time if,instead of coming to Assam, he had remained in Bihar.

ut he is not grasping this simple [act that no Government can be censured if members
brmg. Adjournmen! Motion and that Adjournment Motion is one which is not
especially intended to censure Government. My hon. Friend Mr. Whittaker has
suggested that a booklet called “‘guide to members” may be compiled and supplied
toignorant members like this. T would only add that Government may be pleased to
declare a reward of Rs.200 for the author and that my Hon. Friend Mr. Whit-
taker be entrusted with the task of compilation and given the reward.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker, Sir.
Mr..Mookerjce has complained that they had to take recourse to an Adjournment
_NIOtl_On because two of his Motions were disallowed by you, as the Member in charge,
in this case, my humbiec self, has refused to give consent. The matter on which
Mr. Mookerjee wanted to discuss was one about which I had given orders to my
offlce_in the Supply Department to put in a Motion, i.e., to discuss the economic
and rice situation of the Province. But by a curious mistake that Motion was not tabled
before the House, I thought Mr. Mookerjee wonld get ample time and opportunity
to ventilate hig grievances on that Motion. But as ! found later on, that by a mis-
take of the office, my Motion has not been tabled, I readily agreed to g Motion which
Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury has suggested and in which My, Mookerjee will get ample
sCOpe to ventilate his point of view in the House. The second Motion that he men-
.tions was to discuss the politi-cal situation in thf? _ Provinee, At present there
is, for the good name of the Province, hardly any political agitation. If we rouse up
bitterness and acrimony-—because Mr. Mookerjee wil} allepe certain  suppression
of political  organisations and other Members 00 will Tollavsrdios il pp :

g w1 ollow, it may be, -that the
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tranquillity that is in the political field in the Province will be disturbed and there
may be further trouble in the Province. If he confines himself to matters concerning
the Congress Orgnisation—Dbanning of the Congress Organisation, detention of certain
Jeaders of the Congress—I may simply tell him that this mattcr is now regualted by the
Government of India and we are following their instructions. So, if he wants to
ventilate any grievance he should have approached our representatives in the Central
Asssembly to discuss those points there.

As regards Short Notice Questions, it has been my policy, which every Hon’ble
Colleague of mine has also followed, that if we can answer a Question from the
information available in the Sccretariat, we at once give our consent. As by agreeing
to answer a Question we raise hopcs in the minds of the hon. Members putting those
Questions that the reply would be forthcoming, during the Session, we generally refuse
consent when we have to refer to the District Officers and get materials from them to
supply to the hon. Members, as it may not be possible in time to get, in many cases,
information to place before the House in the short space of time which is available for
us. Therefore I do not encourage such Short Notice Questions. 1 received notice of
about a dozen Short Notice Questions and cvery one ol which I will have to refer to the
District Authorities. On that ground, namely, that as the information is not available at
the headquarters, District Officers have got to be enquired of and therefore there is
hardly any chance of the Questions being answered in this Session, I have refused my
consent to the putting of those Questions.

Some hon. Members have suggested that the Session should be prolonged and
more days should be given to the hon. Members. If this was .possible I would have
gladly consented. But situated as we arc, we respect the religious feelings of every
community. Many times we have been ;1s|;(‘:_(1 that tl}c Session should be c:al[ed imme-
diately after the Duga Puja. You. know, Sir, you pc‘)mtcd out that the period between
the Durga Puja an the Kali Pujais generally .u!:111scd_by‘ the members of the Hindu
community in performing pi.lgnmage or other religious functions and various smaller
Pujas. Therefore, a convention has been set up under your rccqmmend’auon not to
call any Session durine this period So, we could not call a Session earlier. Now, a
great Moslem festival-Iduzzuha, comes ofl either on the 26th or on the 27th according
to the visibility of the moon. Large majority of L‘hc_M(_Js_lcm. Members present here

ent in the bosom of their families in these days. Therefore
d the Session beyond what we have done this time. If we had

would like to be pres
e could not exten _
n it to December when we would have

not held the Session now, we had to postpone

ore Criticims.......-..-- .
© fa(]:fler)l; RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, could it not be called a few days

lier ?
= “':It:hc Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULILA : ,We have called

i 1y as possible.
oy I(:;:.y BAPIDYANATI-I MDOOKER]JEE : May I know why it could not ‘be

:n August or Septernber ? _
e e i MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That would have

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir \ _ .
been too early. After the Assembly Budget Scssions the Council Session began and
that covered upto the middle of April and if within 3 months we had called another

Session when there is not much work, the Members would then have said that we have
been wasting the general tax-payers’ moncy in callingt he Session. ;
in discussing the Adjournment Motions, have to point out

You yourself, Sir C
that the Jholc series of such Adjournment Motions are absolutely out of order. I can.
not conceive that hon. Members, who have 7 years experience of the Constitution Act as

well as the rules framed there under—the Assembly Rules framed both by His Excel-
lency the Governor and by you, Sir—had not understood the scope of Adjournment
Motions. Yetit has been admitted—I should say rather. brazen-facedly, that we have
no other altenative and we could not get the Government to do this or that, we have
brought these Adjournment Motion. No confession can be more condemning than what
has fallen from the lips of my hon. Friend. If my hon. Friends would take the trouble of
asking me before submitting Adjournment Motions, of matters appertaining to my
Departments, for example, the oranges or betel-nuts position, then much time would
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?lave been saved and I could have told hon. Members what was the position. If on that
information they wanted to table Adjournment Motions, if the rules allow, I would not
object in the way that I am now compelled to do before the House. 1 think there
are different ways of drawing the attention of Government or having results quicker
than by an Adjournment Motion. When an Adjournment Motion is placed before
us we have to send a special messenger to these Scretariat to rush up all the papers
connected with that. Sometimes it comes within the time. Sometimes we have to ask’
the Pistrict Officials about mat:rials. For example, in the case of Gauhati
Mu{llcipality, if my Friend Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri who passes three-fourths
of his time in Shillong could get i touch with his ex-Colleague and I understand they
are neighbours—he could have got this work done. But my Fricnd wants that there
shou‘ld be a report on the proceedings of the Assam Legislative Assembly and occasion
to display his power of oratory or humour and banter all combined and therefore he -
prefers no to have quicker result.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I indicated on the very first day that I was not
very happy over the large number of Adjournment Motions tabled on the very first
day of this session. Now, as Mr. Whittaker said that it was really out of disgust
]:hat his party thought it necessary 1O bring forward this Adjournment Motion knowing
it full well that the rules prescribed for Adjournment Motion would not warrant it.

ut at the.same time this Adjournmﬁlft Motion has served a very useful purpose—the
PUrpose of knowing the real desire of the hon. Members who were responsible, for
tab}mg these Motions. Now, it would appear from what has been said by Mr.
Aditya and Mr. Mookerjee that it was really a state of helplessness which prompted
the_m to hit upon this plan of coming forward W1j;h Adjournment Motions on matters
which they thought to be very important and with regard to which it was necessary
for them to seck redress from Government. From the discussions that I permitted
to be held just now the points of view of the hon. Members who tabled the Adjourn-
ment Motions were - made clear and they seem to have been satisfied with the result
that these Adjournment Motions served practically the purpose of Short Notice Ques-
tions in view of the fact that the discussions that were allowed on the Motions for
leave to move them in order to ascertain whether they were in order or not elicited
important informations bearing on the subject matters of the Motions. But as
Mr. Whittaker pointed out that if Short Notice Questions are put the Hon’ble Ministers
Cﬂﬁlcemed should give their consent to them_and should come forward with answers.
son? explanation given by the Hon’ble Premier as to why this cannot be done is that
tricte gﬁc Short Notice Questions, (_:a_nnoi 18 fﬁnswer%d without any reference to Dis-

ae = t1311a.ls or even to 'SUbgwmfnzerved :ﬁ'z- I‘lt these _Ad_]ournmcnt Motions

ad in v?‘ y, as I have pointe O?ti,u o onae SOHF:::Hp_Ose which the hon. Members

B iew. They succeeded in 8¢ g e mportant informations, .“:h:ch

Tnment could give even without any reference to District or Subdivisional

5 Clals. Of course I would be Vvery glad to have SeSSIPnS of the Assembly as oftencr

Possible and it is a matter which should be considered by Government asto
:’hethel‘ sessions of the Assembly cannot be held more than ‘twice in a year. It
of’%eam that after the Budget Session €very year the next Session comes up after 8
becoggnths. Mr. Aditya has pointed {‘C:}::argmt r.durmg these 8 or 9 months they
duri naturally =—anxious to bring 10 grievances which paturally pile UP
Ing this long interval and so they had to take recourse tq {his method of tabling
OJUUrnment Motions. I have never encouraged AdjOUanent Motions when they
out not strictly comply with the rules. The hon. Members gnow that I pointed
ik On several occasions that Adjournment Motions are yeqy oncroachments on the
:0 ggl:})ed business of the House. '_ljhcrcftc:rc,'thczre. is a tendezylcy in some legislatures
relds inurag:ttll;ziea] E\c}‘]ournment Motions DYy 1nsisting op a strict compllaﬂce with the
. S regards the dates of holding the Sessions of the lv. of course, the Chair
18 COnsulted and as the Hon’ble Premier: pointed oyt Iﬁiﬁfﬂgééntion of the Govern-

m : "
heﬁgtattlo the established convention that during the holidays no Session should be

% even after the holidays, there should he gufficient time for the Members to
L . sufficient time
4 themselvcs clear idea of the business of the Session that is proposcd to be held.
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The hon. Members would remember that on a previous Session I had to point out
that to. hald a Session just after the holidays would cause a great disadvantage
to Members by reason of the dates of notices for Motions, R"sofutions and for Bills
falling within the vacation. [ think by this discus ion that has been held now
Government will realise the state ol helplessuess which makes the hon. Members tc;
come forward with such = Adjournment Motions cven without hesitating. to ignore
the ruies reoardine  such Motions. 5So [ hope  Government will see that
the Members are not placed in such a situation of helplessness in future. At the
same time, let me hope also the hon. Members will be very careful about tabling
such Adjournment Vlotions as will not be strictly permissible under the rules.

Now further discussion of Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri’s Motion for consi-
deration of the Assam Land and Revenue Amendment Bill, 1941,

Further Discassion on the Assam Land and Revenue (Amendment) Bill,
1944

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, when this Bill

was discussed in the last Session, I had raken a considerable pain to explain the various

rovisions of this small Bill and its effeets. T had to be rather lengthy in my speech
but I wished to remove any misconception that might be in the mind of, the hon.
Members with regard to my purpose in doing so.

%he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Why should the hon. Member presume that there
sheuld be any misconception in the mind of the hon. _I\/Ic-ml)crs 2 , :
Srijut ROHINTI KUMAR (JI'IAUI)”U!{I: Sie: some hon. Members went to

o this harmless Bill as anti-Ahom legislation.  That was far from
object of this Bill is to give benefit to all landholders and scttlement
holders and pnl‘LiCLll:lr!y’ []1:.: poor  sectioil ol Ih(:_ ratyalts. I am n()t‘ gOing .to
make a lenzthy speech this afternoon. T only say a h'-.w‘ wn.rcls 'b}a. way of refreshing
Members.  The fourth clause of this Bill wants to omit the

the length of dubbin
my intention. The

the memory of hon. | ) s 1 : s
sentence- _¢¢either owning SlJ(‘-ll_(fstiltC or p‘;ErL thercol or holding an interest therein
a title acquired before such sale”. As the law stands at present, only

by virtue of | ‘ - -
the persons who own an ecstate or a part thercol or hold: an interest therein can

kb a deposit. - As I stated the other day, this particular provision haggiily
rise to various conflicting decisions 1n the Revenuc Court. .[llCl‘(:lnrc., it is necessary
that thesc words should be m'mi.trt::] 50 that any person who deposits can haYc the
sale set aside, whether the deposttor 15 ﬁthc: real owner or anyonc who fanctcs T
have any interest in the property. So lopg as, by virtue of sub-section @) .of

any title by reason ol the deposit made, no body will

clause 6, it docs not create ) : :
be aflected by the omission of these words.  Revenue will be paid and the sale

i1l be set aside. )
will ];XS regards clause 5, Sir, this has been inserted so as to cnlarge the period of
me in which the deposit is to hbe made. I have explained it that in most case
cceived in time. I shall not take the time of the House. 1 had
tried to refute some of the objections which the Hon’ble

Revenue Minister raised in _opposing the clauses of the Bill which were put before
the House by my hon. Friend Srijut  Surendranath Buragohain. I hope the

Hon’ble Minister of Revenue will agree to aceept the Bill.

hle the Speaker : Order, order. 7
%Eg II;I/I?)rtliz)g hc[’org the House is that the Assam Land and Revenue (Amendment)

ill, 1944, be taken into consideration. 5 iy N :
Bik The I*Lc)-n’jll)lg Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALIL: I have no objection to the Bill
provided the hon. Member assures that he would

being taken into consideration L
agrec to its reference to a Select Clommittee. T formally move, Sir, that the As_sam
Land and Revenue (Amendment) Bill, 1944, be referred to a Select Committee

consisting of the following Members -—
The hon. Mover,
Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury,
Srijut Surendranath Buragohain,
Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari,
Mr. A. Whittaker, and
The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Revenue.

ti
notices are not r
on the last occasion also

L S e
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Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CITAUDHURI: Will there be no Member from
the Congress group ?

The Hoi'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I want that Mr. Kamini Kumar Sen
and Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee should also be on the Committee. Four will
form the quorum and submit their report by the 13th February, 1945.

*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: So, the Congress group remains un-represented.

The Hon’ble Manlavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Two names might be suggested. (4
voice—'wo names might be suggested by the Leader of the Opposition.)

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I suggest the name of
Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora ?

- Srijut  MAHI CHANDRA BORA: I regret my inability to serve on the
Committee. .

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: If Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya
will be willing to serve, I shall be glad.

*Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA :. Not necessary, I thank you.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Let there be no representative from the Congress
party. (Laughier.) U

The Ion’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I suggest the name of Srijut
Jogendra Narayan Mandal, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER . The Amendment moved is that the Assam Lfmf‘l and
Revenue (Amendment) Bill, 1944, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of
the following Members. s

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJER: May I know from the Hon’ble Minister
whether there is at all any necessity to refer the Bill to a Select Committee ? It would
be better if he kindly explains it. . |

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, there is the necessity. We
want to avoid lengthy speech, Sir, to enable the House to transact more buisness. _

The FHon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is:—Tlat the Assam I__.and and
Revenue (Amendment) Bill, 1944, be relerred to a Sclect Committee consisting of the
following Members —-

The hon. Mover.

Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.

Srijut Surendranath Buragchain.

Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari.

Mr. A. Whittaker.

The Hon’ble Minister in charge ol Revenue.

Babu Kamini Kumar Sen.

Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee.

Srijut Jogendra Narayan Mandal.
Four will form the quorum and the Committee will submit the report by the
15th February, 1945.

The question was adopted.

Presentation and consideraiion of the Select Comamittee’s Report on the
Cylhet Nom-Agriculitural Tenancy Bill, 1941

Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to present t_he final report
of the Select Committee on the Svylhet Non-Agricultural Tenancy -Bxll, 194,_1 a.nc'l: to
move that the Bill as reported by the Select Committee be taken into consideration.

Sir, at the very outset Government expressed doubt as to the necessity of such a
Bill, Later onit was proved to the satisfaction of the Government that there was
really a necessity for such a legislation. \ .

While sitting on the Select Clommittce, we had decided to tour through all the -
Subdivisional towns of the District of Sylhet. Accordingly we toured round and
examined witnesses, recording evidences and afterwards we considered all the evidences
and in the light of them we made necessary amendments to the Bill. Aad that amend-
ed Bill has now come before us for consideration.

*Speech not corrected.
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i i 5 1 8 & 3 ’ -
Sir, in the Select Commitice we made certain amendments,

The original Bill was meant to improve Az i

; i wa prove the bazars and markets of the District
Sylhet but 1n the Select Committee we  thought it expedient to exclude I;'nya:s an(:ir
markets from the operation of the B:1l and we  limited the operation of L]l(; Bill to

the Municipal towns only.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE.: On a point of information, Sir. May we
know whether markets and bazars in the Municipal towns have bheen c."{(:[uclcd ?

Mau'avi ABDUL AZ17Z: We have excluded the markets and bazarsgGikns
mufassil areas. The present Bill is meant for the Municipal towns, that "mca.ns for
11l Municipal areas in the District of Sylhet excludmg the hazars ;Inf_’l the markets in
the country side. t

Mr. BAIDYANATEH MOOKERJEE : I am sorry, Sir, I could not follow.

Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ : The original Bill was mecant for all non-agricultural
enancy in the District of Sylhet. The operation ol the present BlIl has been
widened. As wc thought it nccessary to limit the operation of the Bill only to the
Municipal arcas, Ww¢ had to make the necessary changes in the title of the Bill, and
.o we inserted the word ‘urban’, thus limiting the operation of the Bill to the Mt;nici-
yal areas. SO, the Sclect Commiitee cave the title of the Bill as ¢“The Sylhet

Z\Ton-Agricultural Urban Tenancy Bill of 19447.

As regards other changes made by the Select Committee, they are of minor nature
ror example, the transfer fee of the landlords in the original Bill was Rs. 2 but we
-aised it to Rs. 10 in the Select Cominittee. As regards enhancement of rent, it
vas limited to 50 per cent.
imit in the amended Bill.  We have in the Select Committce added a new Section
[SeCtiOn No. 18) to the effect that the Provincial Government may make rules for Cariya
ng out the purposes of this Act. I'urther we have re-arranged  the Sections or the

A further change has been made as regards language.

Jauses of the original Bill. A
[here werc considerable nbjections from many quarters as to the drafting of the Bill
and to remedy this defect, we I'UFJU'SI'»lOm!d Mr. Stork our-Legislative Secretary’s fser-

sices. He sat with us in the Select Clommittee and he was given a [ree hand in drafting.
So he made the necessary changes and made the provisions from legal point of view.
[n short, these arc the changes made l?y the Select Committee. This Bill was
ceferred by this House to the Sclc.(;t Clommittec and we have amended the Bill in the
Select Clommittee in the best possible manner  and we hope the hon. Members will
ind it acceptable. With these words, I commend my Motion to the acceptance O

the House. ) )

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved 1s :

¢«That the Sylhet Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1941, as rcported by the Select
Clomuittee be taken into consideration.”

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : Mr. Spcaker, Sir, T have very little
to say in this matter except to point out that some very salutory improvements have
been made in coursc of the Select Committee’s deliberations. The Bill practically had
to be recast and our Legislative Secretary had to take considerable pain in bringing

those changes. But so far as Government are cgmccrncd,- they maintain the same
asion, that is, they will leave the matter entirely

attitude as they had on the previous 0cc ‘thal _
d will maint2in an attitude of neutrality,

to the judgment of the Assembly an :
Jr. l%_rAnIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose this

Motion. As has been already stated by the hon. Mover that the Bill was so badly
drafted that they had to give full authority and latitudé to the Secretary to the Legisla-
tive Department to recast the entire Bill. Sir, I admit that there have been some
jmprovements but still there are some big flaws in the Bill and that it can yet be
caliefl hl?;elgss. ; g%laulaw Abdul Aziz: No.) My I'riend is interjecting and saying
‘No- r. Stork did not draft the original Bill. He had to abide by some rules.

For the same......
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : And the Select Committee accepted it.

in the original Bill, but we have done away with the
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Yes, but with some relevant re}narlés.th::
any one cares to sce the general remarks of the Select Clommittee it will be d%\l'ﬂ et
it was not accepted by all the Members ol the Committee, but was accepte I}lt‘;'nk I
majority. There was the division. What we find from our past experience— . *h
shall not be accused if I s.y we are wasting our time by delivering our speeches Onllzl ar
a legislation. Sir, it is a novel piece of legislation and it is difficult to find 2 132"1""‘f o
this. The Bill is a most revolutionary one. It wants to take away the right ©
class just to satisfy the unholy desire of certain section who are l'o.rtunate enfﬁlgf A
in occupation of lands in Municipal area. It is very easy to bring such .Bl SI 5’; not
sake of gaining cheap popularity and for other objectionable reasons which 1 Kbdal
like to mention here. Itis very ecasy “torob Peter to pay Paul”. (Maulavi s
Aziz: That is going on.) Yes, it is going on but one who is honest shouldu:m o
party to it. Therc was a legislation of this nature relating to the town of Sylhet omz
and we all know the fate of that Bill. It was passed by this House. There was Uso i
modification in the other House. It came to this House and again went o the pl:he
House and it remained there. A Bill which sought to give some. concessions to S
so-called oppressed tenants, according to the opinion of my hon. Friend, the Mov?\‘, Bill
twice turned down by the other House because of its revolutionary nature. h;S
which could not be passed when intended only to give effect to @ particular tow& -
again been brought before the House for a bigger arca. BY'.!’,IIIS Bill the hog: 'tol‘;g.s
Is trying to give effect to all the five Subdivisions of the District of Sylhet. l.r’h' id
been said that witnesses were heard on this matter. We do not kno\y on which siae
the majority of the witnesses were. Of course we saw the printed opinIONS, th,%{ werie
sharply divided. Sir, you will mark one very significant point 1n this Bill. lef&hs
a bait both to the Government and to the local bodies. I call it a bait pUF{_DOSCIY-_ Y
only the private landlords will suffer and why this law should not bc‘ qpphcablc in case
of Government lands and lands belonging to local bodies ? If relief 1s to be given it
should be given to one and all of that particular locality. But, Sir, to draw sympa,thY
of the Government, the hon. Mover has given this bait. DBut I must t.hank the Hon ble1
Minister in charge of Revenue {or his expression that Government will remain neutral
so far as this picce ol legislation is concerned. Sir, there is a saying 1l Bengali
“yrma st ; the stand taken by the Hon'ble Revenue Minister may be termed as that,
but I think it would have been better oz the part of Government to take a bold stand.
Sir, it was stated by the Hon’ble Revenu: Minister that they would bring forward a
more comprehensive and less contentious Bill in future, but due to the overzealousness
of the hon. Mover he had to submit. ’
_ Sir, asI have already stated, this Bill will benefit only those persons who are
In occupation of the lands. When the present landlords will be deprived of their
rightful share the middlemen will take the benefit.” Nothing has been said about the
sub-tenants in this Bill. Sir, il the hon. Mover is so very eager to assist the sufferers
w}}Y did he not make any provision for the sub-tenants ?  If the terants are afraid of
being ejected, the sub-tenants also may be ejected, as suggested in this -Bill. Why no
Protection has been providcd for them ?

_ Sir, I won’t take much time of the House, but I must request the hon. Mecmbers of
this House to remember the past and act accordingly. They must think over the
matter very seriously and see whether this piece of legislation s going to be an honest
one. They should carefully look to all the aspects of this Bill before they give their
valued opinion.

Maulavi MD. MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to
support the Motion. Itis certainly an advancement in the right direction. Ata
time when the ownership of the laqdloyds is in question, this sort of legislation is wel-
come. Mr. Mookerjee smc} 1th:1.t it was revolutionary. I do not know why he is so
5213311‘11 ?ﬁa}d of I:Etvolu\uon._ L 'l}eS(i are the f{a‘ys of 1 GV(:)lutIC)n. Put the letter ‘R’ before

ion’ and it becomes "revo ution’.  Revolutions can work wondersin a short
space of time. (Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee: A friend of the poor agriculturists 1)
Certainly I am a friend of the agriculturists, and T am myself an1 a ricglturist I am
not one who sold his caste and changed his home and hearth for a feﬁr it 2
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKLER : Order, order J
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: <y 55 _— o , skl
- = . > . L b =105 Z9 19 SElT @
The bite of a dog is always under  the knee  -his predecessor e ¢ ~;i]\m [1:)5”;! : tI
S 't only changed caste

but religion as well.

Maulavi MD. MAQBUIL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :

S ; 2 URY: I: .

Mr. Mookerjce ; the gut of a parasite indeed ! wWmire the gut of
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEL : [ expect this filse and rustic remark fr

a blood sucker who has becomc rabid and a traitor to his constituency s el ‘lllir_n‘

C()untry. A est to the S‘J'Zi*'ly. :'.i}' out 1s the gut ol an honest o Jll}—l'l]A]:ln as 1088 1

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Order, order :
Maula\fi MD. I\/IA(,_?‘];[}I, HUSSAIN CIIA! iDHURY : Wik enever snedls
Legislation cornes, Mr. Mookerjee tands to oppose it. e 15 11¢ ]i:i]:p,\- (: ‘::?;_l lthanc): i
Zemindar...... : :nant nor a ‘|
Mr. BAIDYANA'I-‘I’I I\/[()Oi\: I“,l{_J Dy ARG I ](1;(,‘_\: what T am. :
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Therefore heis in a better  position to jud |
things. : JUcESSs
Maulavi MD. MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDIHURY: Yes, Sir, because he s
neither fish nor flesh and we may not take what he says into t!')il.‘\i(l('[';;lil)t] (A voice:
<««Nonsense’’ blood-sucker.) v A :

Sir, I find from the Report of the Select Committee .that the Members of the

Select Committec changed the title of ihe Bill.  Formerly, it was ‘Sylhet Non-Agri-
cultural Tenancy Bill’, they changed the title to *Sylhet Non-A«ricultural Urban
Tenancy Bill’. By this, the Select Committee has « urtailed the scope of the Bill. If
the original title were retained, the Bill when passc.i, could bhe extended to big markets
also. However I shall take my chance to change this when the Bill'comes uf)j for con-

sideration clause by clause. Sir, s0 long the tenants in the towns were almost tenants-
oive them some right, which they deserve, and I thank

at-will. This Bill proposes to g
Maulavi Abdul Aziz Saheh that he has  lodged such  a Jaudable  piece of legislation
which I welcome and support whole-hcartcdly.

Babu DAKSI*IINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T
understand fully the inclination and mind of Mr. Mookerjee in opposing  this Bill. He
has referred to the Sylhet Tenancy Bill which was pass by this Tlouse but twice
refused in the Upper Housc. I don’t know whom to thank-—Mr. Mookerjee or some-
body clse for the rcfu..sal in the _Upp{:r iouse. So far as this Bill is concerned,
Mr. Mookerjee styled it as ‘revolutionary’ and novel  but so far as I can see, a Bill of
this nature was Passcd by the Madras Legislature, It is only of recent memory that the
Bengal Governmerit passcd a Bill giving full richts to urban tenants,  The Bengal
Government did not rest by passing an Act ; they also passed  an Ordinance giving '.
certain rights to urban tenants and while the Bill c¢ame in for discussion Mr. Whittaker

referred to it...... |
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : On a point of information, Sir. 1 think T am correct in
saying that the Bengal Bill is yet to be passed. 'The Bill was published in the Gazette
Extraordinary of May 4th, 1944. [ do not ihink that the Bill has even  been intro-
duced in the Bengal Assembly.
din the BCSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: I stand to corection. Bt
the Bengal Government has passed an  Ordinance giving certain rights to urban tenants,
That thers is necessity for such a Bill

and that Ordinance is working even to-day. .
is admitted by all concerncd. If there is any necessity of granting any rights to the

tenants in the rural areas, the arban tenants must also get those rights. That is the
whole basis of Maulavi Abdul Aziz’s Bill I do admit that there were certain defects
in framing the Bill, but the Select Committec. had gone into those defects and with
the help of the Legal Remembrancer, redrafied it. Everyone coming from the
District of Sylhet except those people who own lands in urban areas, will bear me out
that the tenants in the urban areas are left at the mercy of the landlord .
le H Y ndlords concerned
Many people have invested large sur e v erecti i 2230
ey are absolutely at the sums of moncy by crecting permanent buildings.
Sl e Y - mercy of landholders. At the time of ecjectment, ther
s . notice is sufficient for ejecting 3C ; en i v g
sjecting an occupant who has been in town for

Al
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generations. When the Town Tenancy Bill was on the legislative anvil, we heard heart-
rending stories of ejectment. In that view of the matter, at this stage I suggest that
Mr. Mookerjee will rise to the occasion and instead of his efforts to the contrary, he
will realise the time spirit nd join hands with other Members and help in passing this
Bill. T feel that the Seclect Committee has fully gone into the interests of both the
parties concerned and merely to style it as revolutionary is ludicrous. It is tully to the
interests of both the parties concerned and it stands as a compromise and a via- media
between the interests of landlord and tenants and with these words, I unhesitatingly
and fully support the Motion of my hon. Friend Mr. Aziz. :

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, when this Bill was first put before
this House, I tried to make certain points, drawing the Mover’s attention to omissions.
Now, the Bill has come back from the Select Committee. It is fair to say that L have
never seen a Bill which ha been so transformed by any Select Committee as this one
il?_iS- The fact that the Bill needed so much transformation seems to me to stamp the
Bill as a bad Bill.

Secondly, my main difficulty is this. In the field of tenancy legislation, I do not
think it is reasonable for any Government to say about a Bill introduced by a private
Member, “we propose to remain neutral.” That seems to me a complete abdication
by Government. Government should come down definitely on one side or the (?ther.
There is no place for neutrality in legislation as contentious as thisis. To anticipate,
this particular Bill will have the same fate in the Upper House as the previous _Town
Tenancy Bill. Therefore, I shall join with Mr. Mookerjee in opposing t!le’Blﬂ. I
shall, at a later stage, endeavour to introduce Amendments, if Mr. Mookerjee’s oppo-
sition is not success;l'ul, but I would make a final appeal to the Govcmment_ of Assam
to come out in the open and say quite clearly where they stand in this Tenancy
Legislation. It is contentious legislation ; it is interfering with practice and procedure
which has becn confirmed by years of legal rulings. The whole of the tenancy case
law is going to be upset il such a Bill becomes law. The Government of the day
should state clearly and exactly where they stand. in this mateer.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am also one
of those who is puzzled at the Government’s attitude towards this Bill. I think, Sir,
that there was an offer made by the hon. Mover of the Bill that he would be prepared
to withdraw his Bill if Government come forward with a more comprehensive
one.

(The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: That is not so.)

: I will read the portion of the report which would show that I am correct in
what T say.

“Thg Committee had before them copies of the corresponding Bengal Bill on
the subject and in the preliminary discussion it was suggested that if Government
would guarantee to introduce a comprehensive Bill on the lines of the Bengal Bill
perhaps the Mover would agree to withdraw the present Bill. It was pointed out,
lowever, that in order to prepare such a piece of legislation it would be necessary
to depute a Munsiff on special duty and the preparation of such a Bill might take
a considerable time, as was the case when the Syihet Tenancy Bill, 1936, was under
preparation.”

So there it is, Sir.

(The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : The hon. Member should read
the whole of it).

... If the Government agreed to put forward a Bill on the Bengal line, the
difficulty which was pointed out, seems to be a very flimsy excuse. Now, it is
inconceivable that the present Government which has been spending so much
money in appointing different officers of different departments would find it difficult
to spare a Munsifl for the purpose of drawing up a Bill of thig kind. That excuse
is hardly convincing and, I think, if the Hon’ble Prime Minister was 'approachcd to

spa&'e a member of the Judicial Service for this purpose, he would not have hesitated
to do so.
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The Hon’ble Maulavi MUN W / - i 3
it W“‘l,{f;]ad out the rest of t]:rr[;'f:r;rxn":' WaAR aLL= 11 T may intepveaciels O
e majority of th s ittee ws e : . :

be better to Pf‘occct:d with ctl'.((:lgi]]]l”;::ii‘z: :,1:1 :}"j!'“ﬂ”.v of the opinion that it would
ments that were necessarv..... s s pres=nt form and to consider all the Amenc=
" Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : It is indeed true, Sir, as has been
Polnt':d ont by the Hon’ble Minister that it was smubscquently : -1-" oI 85 ith

B Nt Bill. Byt what wos the teason *  The e -quently agreed to proceed W
present b1 ut what was the reason ?  The reason was, Sir, that a very lame
excuse was put forward, viz., inability to depute a Munsiff for this ’),““, l ‘I submit,
Sl.r, t.hat IEhlS reason would not convince anvbody ; so I would 1:1';---! I]- rLL-.] there is
Stllll time if Government have really made u'p lh::ir, mind about r?u ]“«:[1“ ']Cl: of this
kind, let them come forward with a more comprehensive  Bill, and !l-ﬁlb}(mms end 2
little tirpt: for preparing such a Bill, because, Sir, the fate of a ‘])Ii\"t[t‘l ]ti']ﬁmof pSllCh &

contentious nature is well known. The Sylhet Town T'enancy Bill ( h(:y l t yet bee
translated into law. It is <till more difficult to imagine that "lhis )'1(; -llﬁr }Bilf will

have a better fate. So, Sir, it would be advisable for the hon. .\il;n:-c[::ur‘:f this i
even now to agree to withdraw this Bill on an assurance being given by the Hon’ble
Minister in-charge that he would, if this Bill be withdrawn, come forward with AUDOME
Comprchensivc Bill. I would just remind the hon. Mover of this Bill a(ml ask him 1€
profit by the example which was shown in the case of my hon. Friend, Mr “Abgul Bar
Chaudhury’s Primary Education Bill. In spite of all the ;mrunu:nw, Lha.t. were put
forward on this side of the Flouse and in spite of the Fll)l;::'.'l] which the Hon’ble
Minister of Education had made to him, he was obdurate hecause of the Jove of
his Bill which he loved more than his own child ; thercfore, he refused o withdraw

the Bill with the inevitable result that the Bill was lost.

Now I have come to take my stand asa bad omen for this Bill., I think my
Friend, the hon. Mover of this Bill, who is not usually led away by enthusiasm an
who is not usually influenced by extra fondness for his own creation, would listen t©
my advice and agree to withdraw this Bill provided an assurance tn’ the effect I have
su;ggested is given by the H_on’ble :'\ffinirjtcr.

‘hble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: That offer was given by me,

The Hon
Sir.

Srijut ROHINI IQUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 am taking so much pain for the
Hon’ble Minister by asking now to accept the offer which was made to him.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : If this Bill is withdrawn I will bring

forward a more comprchensivc and less contentious Bill before the House.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The Hon’ble Minister is pcrfecf!Y

clear.
Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ: May I know, Sir, when Government will introdic®
such a Bill 2

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I will try to bring itin th
Session of the Assembly provided my efforts are successful. =
ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Now, Sir, as the Hon’ble Minister
d the offer which he had made, I think it behoves the hon. Mover to accept
that, because I can tell him from my experience that it would not be possible for
him, since he has no foliowing in the Upper House and since he will not have much
time to push forward this Bill, it is much better that the Bill should come from

which the Hon’ble Minister will present in the Upper House and he

Government .
will also do the lobby work and try to sec that the Bill is accepted by the Upper
Bill will not have that advantage. :

Fouse.  But the hon. Mover of the private
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, would it be possible for Government

ﬁeﬁ‘rgztlec;t those tenants in the meantime by issue of Ordinance as has been done in
; Shilligéu;ncll{gilhﬁfi It{hUIVé)AR_ GHAUDHURI: So far that point is concerned, in
aised (voice : that is,fore rdinance is in vogue, that is to say, the rent cannot be
ection is already there rIentefi house) and no eviction can take place. Sufficient pro-

. quite appreciate the suggestion put forward by Mr. Aditya

Srijut
has repecate

e P
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[flt for the interim period some care should be taken to protect the tenants. But
ask him one

i ion is off is Bill ‘will
t question, what protection is offered to the tenants now ?  This Blllr:i\ni-
Ia © at least a year or more in the normal course to be passed into ]a:v. I am co ng
q“lmhe;- points now. I also support my hon. Friend Mr. Whittaker’s criticism an
SUbmie .

; 5 et T : his
6 that it has a great force.  T'he Hon’ble Minister ought to come and give out
wn vic

2 5 % . . » n-

ol “Woon this Bill and that will help us considerably in arriving at our oxﬁn Cr?ue
;ESIPH- What do we find now ?  We find from the Report that the Hon b.le]_:,'_“f:\it‘;1 5

[-} ‘ister made it clear that he could not commit Government to support this Bi

nue 1

: < < : . i Ma
as when it was first introduced. Government had to take a neutral attitude. May

ini ] : ini i ecen
5 l‘inw know the opinion of the Hon’ble Minister ? Does he still say that he}f}as g;)ittilc:;u ;
C';‘ ¢ to make up his mird whether or not to support this Bill ? If that is his p
an g,

ly say that all 1he money and time that was spent i!1 the §clect Commblt:tcca“;;
= ¢ and sheer waste. Then, Sir, one serious objection \\:"hl(}h has E'Certli‘glifrhich
.., on.  Friend Maulavi Abdul Bari in his Minute of Dissent is the objec C{’V find
PNt be brushed aside and that is with regard to the title of this Bill. ‘?S T
iot we have referred to a Select  Committee a Bill which was termed as dY 2
i"mbAgicu]tural Tenancy Bill”, But what do we find—what is proposed to be gnf ;1._
{.hc ill.which we are asked to consider to-day is the Bill yrirchiShas alto%et eTe-
& 'm’»t‘cnt nomenclature and which is termed as ¢ Sylhet Non-Agricultural Urban i
Dancy By, If it is the intention of the hon. Mover to have such a leglslation shor};
X Cases of NIunicipal towns, if on account of the experience gamed during ltdlenot i
Perio he comes to the conclusion that a tenancy Bill of this nature SF}OU g 4
APplied to non-agricultural rural areas and if this is his view, I submit, Slr’B'tI;a's gnc:t
A%ainst the very root of this Bill  If it is thought that in rural areas suChB.lll I‘Nhen
2Ceptable, then he must withdraw this Bill and come forward with a new DBill. s
he firg moved this Bill he had one single idea in his mind and which had p?‘rsruaase o
0 “UPport him on that Committee. Sir, I am in good company “Sof‘ : Friend
ArBument is concerned. I can boldly quote the minute of dlsser}to mg i
M, Abdul Bari Chaudhury. He said “In the Select C?mlzmttee_: t cixanﬂgd
?Fld Object of the Bill was materially curtailed. The *Title : “ias i an
,]“”m Sylhet Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill to Sylhet Non-Agricu u;lm the Bill
“hancy Bjll, Certainly it was not contemplated by the Legislature w ﬁél ites
Was referred to the Select Committee. I doubt very much whether the OI.I: o
Was Competent to effect this wvital change. To all intents and purposes, 1t On
W Bill. I object to this mutilation.” T fully support, Sir, “the ~arpuise e
a]Doim of information, Sir, may T know from the Hon’ble Revenue Igran-
:_‘;;E er on this aspect of the matter he had consulted the Legal Remem

mean to say on the aspect which has been pointed out in the minute of
by Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : Yes, Sil:, he was of the opinion
that j; was perfectly legal and within the scope of the Bill.

i lSri.iut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : My complaint is that in the
Ole s

4 Spirit

Moy

Bill as it has come out from the Select Committee, in each claursq,c tlg;ﬁeéf
! of compromise and an exhibition of sacrifice of prmcxPlcs _?Ir gus 0 oo
Vhich one had in his' mind, i.e., somehow or other to get this Bi f‘r t.s i
Or other, to bring this Bill from the Select Committee and for lf‘a P 'ples'
e Only thc,Hon’ble Minister in charge of Revenue has.sacmﬁecd t1e_pr1nc1ph S,
.- Also a]] the individual Members of the Select Committee have sa_cnﬁced_ their
View Points only in order to produce something in tI_le sh_ape_of a Bill which 1s
?;tore this ’I—Iouqe and from that point of view, this Bill is extremely unsatis-
ctDry‘ =

Friezgnother very salient point of objection which has been raised by my hon.

2 Mr. Lalit Mohan Kar in his minute of dissent and that is this. I. read
pdragraph 6 of his minute of dissent. He says “Ig is pot fair, in my opinlon,
SU8% Hhe town tenants (mostly land-lords in "rural areas) should enjoy more
Privileges in respect of occupancy right than those in rural areas?. It is known
to the hon, Members of this House thatin order to acquire right of occupancy
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in rural areas there must be possession of 12 years, whereas in so far as the tow
tenancy is concerned, the period of occupancy right has been fixed at 10 yean
Sir, why this disparity of treatment in casec of town tenants and these tow
tenants as we find from the minute of dissent, are the persons who are really land
Jords in rural areas and there they give the tenancy right of OCCUPI!I'I-C\‘ onl
after 12 years but in their own case, Sir, they want to make it an occﬁpanc
right of 10 years only ?  Would not this piece of legislation be dubbed as on
coming from some interestcd persons who are landlords in their own village

but tenants in the towns ?
Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 A.m. on 'l uesday the I14th November
1944. :

SHILLONG, A. K. BARUA,

The 16th December, 1944. Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam
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