Proceedings of the Fourteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative

Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government of India
Act, 1935.

THE AssemBLy met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 A, on Saturday,
the 11th March, 1944.

Present

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon'ble
Ministers and thirty-seven Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(‘T'o which oral answers were given)

(Starred Questions Nos. 36-41 standing in the name of Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee
were not put and answered as the Questioner was absent.)

Seizure of Guns in Sylhet

Babu LALIT MOHAN KAR asked :
#42. Will Government be pleased to state-— o -
(a) Whether any guns have been scized by Government in the district ol
Sylhet under the Defence of India Rules ?
(b) If so, what is the number ? )
(c) Whether any of the seized guns have been returned to the owners ?
(d) Whether they propose to pay up to the owners the prices of the guns
that have not yct been returned ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied.

42. a)—-Yes.
(b)—93.
(c)—2.
(d)—Yes.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know, Sir, why these guns
have been seized ? = _

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  The guns werc
seized at a time when the sabotagp movement was in progress and it was Government’s
fear that these guns may be used in furtherance of that. .

Occupation of Dak Bungalows by Military Personnel

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN asked :
#43, Will Government be pleased to state-—

(a) Whether they are aware of the occupation | ST .
Dak Bungalows in Upper Assam ?p ion by military personnel of the

(b) If so, whether they are taking any steps t O .
sembeis of the  hli mad o the Slzrvi?:c;n"akc these available to the

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

43. (a) and (b)—Military personnel ma b D
4 y of cour ¢ : ak a-
lows undfqr the Ilr"lt'llt}:ls like other travelle_rs. The right st ()]?fnullt)gd“::%n:)iéﬁ pft?on P;_grn g;4
houresl’]e? t'eI‘rhcwholf] I\/tf}ée ba.(:cornmodatmn must be vacated, il required by another
tl—m"%ibsa- ar for a c rr'ldelj I;erhap% refers to Military occupation of the Dak Bungalow
at © g onsiderable period to the exclusion of travellers. This, so far as

nment are aw i 3
Governm ¢ aware, was a solitary instance, and matters were set right as soon as it
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came to their notice.  Government have also urged on the military :ulthOl‘lllt‘S}\thc
“l‘.c(.“iu. ol providing alternative accommodation for military personnel 5‘0:13 to keep
Circuit Houses and Dak Bungalows available for the use of Government officers and the
public. . = . T ) . Sovernment aware that
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, are Government aware tha
in some Dak Bungalows notices have already been posted prohibiting the military
officers to occupy them ? I have parucularly seen it in Nowgong.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid  Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: This is in
pursuance of Government circular, Sir,

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir. are Government prepared te accept that
during the last one vear no Member of  the Legislature or any respectable person
was allowed to occupy the Dak  Bungalow at Sylhet because of the fact that it was
always found filled up by military personnel ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 lhink, Sir,
it 1s not a fact because during this one vear, some Hon'ble Ministers of this Government
had to occupy the Dak Bungalow and there were rooms for them.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, was it not because of a previous request in
writing to the Deputy Commissioner that the Hon’ble

Ministers were allowed to stay
there and every other individual who went there was  not allowed to stay there ?

The I‘I()El,bl(‘ Naulavi Saiyid - Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I am not
aware of the facts now stated by my hon, Friend, Sir.

Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY -
Government proposc to reserve seats or rooms for the Members of the Legisl
Dak Bungalows when they come on duty ? .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid  Siy MUHAMMAD SAADULLA . Sir
are rules for staying in the Dak Bungalows, If hon, Members who travel on dut,y
for reservation ol scats, surely their seats will be rescrved,

Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY . Sir, wil
Government take it from me that some of the hon. Members even after writine t(; zlll
Deputy Commissioner were not allowed to OCcupy scats or rooms in the Dak Binqalo 1;

‘Lhe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : am sopr rwt
hear that, Sir, but Government was not aware.  If my hon. Friend will give e
details, I will make enquiry about it. e

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN - Are Government prepared to
letter to all district authoritics so that the hon. Memb
allowed to occupy Dak Bungalows,
duty ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: My reply s
clear, Siy, that military personnel may occupy rooms in Dak Bungalows under the r);les
like any other traveller but the richt is limited to occupation for 24 hours after which
the accommodation must be vacated, if required by a new traveller.,

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Are Government aware that in the Sylhet Dak

Bungalow certain rooms are permanently reserved for military personne] and no
Individual of whatever status 1s allowed to occupy those ?

. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - No, Sir
Government are not aware but as I have already stated that I have already taken u 4
the matter and issued instructions to every Dak Bungalow that military personnel should
not be allowed to occupy the Dak Bungalows to the exclusion of other travellers,
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Asa personal discomfort, I may say, Sir, that for
the last one vear, I was not given a seat in the Sylhet Dak Bungalow except on one or
tWo occasions and on one occasion I had to take shelter in the Police Club.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member is stating facts.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUTLA - May T know, Sjr,
il my hon. Friend wrote cither to the man in charge of the Dak Bungalow or to the
Deputy Commissioner to reserve seat for him there ? :
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : No, Sir, as a matter of fact, I did not write to
the Deputy Commissioner or to any body but whenever I go there I find Fhat it is
occupied by the Military, ;

S.il', (IO
ature 1n the

there
Write

Issue a circulap
_ ; ers of the Legislature may be
m prelerence to  the Military, when they are gp
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Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY - Sir, ]
pcrsonally wrote a letter to the I)"P“t)' Commissioner this e, but on oy arrival 1
found that no scat was available and the khansama told me that no
for me.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir, 1 will
request the Khan Sahib to write me 2 demi-official letter on the matter and 1 L
cnrluir(z into it.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK :  Sir, on a previous occasion when alter attending
a Scssi()]] I was gf)ing ’);l(ll”- toy ‘I‘”fz’l, f staved Ell lll" l).!i-’ ;”“'.’.!ll,-,-,- at (;.lllil-lli ;Hl(l
although in the book I wrote that I rst::“.'r-fi there while on duty, the Deputy Commis-
sioner Mr. Humphrey addressed me a letter asking e on what authority 1 claimed
non-payment of the Dak Bungalow rent. 1 had R pay that amount later on, Sir, in
order to avoid further unnccessary f‘.()I'I'(tBI)U][(If'n(;f,‘ '

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA MMAD SAADULLA : My hon. I'riend
ought to be aware that in Dak Bungalows cveryone even Government officials,
thoUgh he OC(:upir:s on duty, has got to pay seal u-ul.‘

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : " Whenever the Inspection Room was not available, ‘
I had to occupy the other room of the Dak Bungalows when 1 was Deputy Inspector 1
of Schools, but I was not required to pay the Dak Buu{!’:llr.w room-rent. ‘

Srijut ROH]:NI KU‘\/_TAR CHAUDHURI: Are Government aware that there
has been a great inconvenience to the public on account of the conversion of the tea
room at Nongpoh into a tea house for British Troops ?

The Hon’ble Maulav: Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: That may be, but
there is another private tea house available to the public at the same place.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : That is not sufficient.

- T s - - =
(Starred Question No. 44 standing in the name of Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee, was
not put and answered as the Questioner was absent.)

seiat was reserved

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(T'o which answers were laid on the table)

Electrical Development of the Province

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :
32. Will Government be pleased to s[atcﬂ__

(a) Whether they sent any representative to the Power Engin )
) : ingineers’ Conference
h(lald in C‘lalézutta recently under the presidency of 1'\/11“-ID H. M. Mathews,
Electrical Commissioner to the Government of India ?
(b) If not, why nct ? -
(c) Whether any proposal for ele
placed before the Conference ?

ther th
(d) Whether the Conference made any recommendation for the electrical de-

ctrical development of this Province was

velopment of this Province after th 5 -
The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH after the War :
32 (a)—No. BRAHMA replied :

() This Government receiv i ware o €
ecelved ‘itati 2
» L no 1invitation and were not awar f th
(¢)—Does not arise.

(d)—Government are not awa

put expect to receive them. rE Rk ths Fecommendapions o the RN,

Re Appointment of Health Officers
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

33. Will Government be pleased to state w
] 3 hy Health Office
re-appointed when qualified new Urban applicant); wci: availa.bfef..rS ke B

]
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The Hon'ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied ; ely on a temporary
33.—A retired Urban Health Oflicer was re-employed  purely IR ].1-1\=i1:-" more
basi .[.n-ml.in appointment of a suitable candidate from the community having
MRS pe g1
Nl - » 3 o " . i y ino ] -
‘L““.}.I‘:.,:],:lh(]{l,]\(]);]‘\'])R‘-\ NATH ADITYA : How long will this state of things continue
e el ities are still available ?
then o lates from other communities are still availa : i ki xal
whe 1'11_(}“1}1](1{1(()“,};]‘-(: Miss MAVIS DUNN: W henever candidates from under-represented
: ities are available they ape alwavs appointed, ' TR
M Babu RABINDRA NAT. ADITYA:" "What will be the case when such candi.
lates will not be available » o . s g B
o Ur.l‘hv Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : We then consider the case of over-
represented communities. ) ) h .
Fel (“rliztlm RABINDRA NATH ADITYA :  will that matter he disposed of shnrtly ?
The Hon’ble Miss MAV 1S DUNN: 1 hope so, Sir.

Separate seat in the Legislature for cy-tea garden labourers
Mr. BINODE KUMAR J- SARWAN asked :

34. (a) Are Government aware that the ex-tea garden labourers who are back.
ward minority peaple in the Province have been

agitating for Separate seats i the
Legislature since l’r(.)\-'inciul Autonomy hag been introduced ?

(b) 1f so, will Government be pleased to state whether they have taken any
steps to move the proper authoritics in thjs behalt ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
34. (a)—VYes.

(b)—In the Budget Session of 1943, of the
Resolution was moved recommending se

the ex-tea garden labourers and in purs,

Assam Legislative Ass
Parate secats in the Provineial Legislatype fo
ance of the undertaking  eiven by them X
Government have forwarded a copy of the debates in the Chamber to the
Government,

TMr. BINODE KUMAR J- SARWAN:
received a resolution of a meeting which the pPeople of this community helq at

The Hon’ble Maulay; Saiyid Sivr MUHA MMAD SAADULLA -
tion arise, Sir ? ‘

fMr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN :  With regard to (@), Sir, it arises.

The Howble Maulavi Saiyid sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA resolution
from the Association has heen received by Government.

TSrijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHUR]T . Will G
Whether the resolution will travel beyond Delhj ?

The Hon’ble Maulav; Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
to Delhj put what Delhi does, I cannot control,

embly, a

s thig
Centyy)

Has the Hon’ble Ministep ;

overnment be pleased o State

We can g0 up

Rate of rice and Paddy purchased by

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :
5. Will Government be pleased o state—

(@) Whether sub-agents of maip Government purchasing agents have beep pur-
chasing rice at the rate of Rs.13 to Rs.14 per maund In the Habiganj
Subdivision ?

(5) Whether the main agents sold to Government at the rate of Rs. 19 to Rs.29
per maund in January, 1944 »? . .

(¢) Whether the Food Committee, Habiganj passed a resolution asking Govery,.
ment to fix the maximum and minimum rate of paddy and rice for py;..
chase and sale ? :

(d) Whether the Habiganj Food Committee have informed Géav?‘rl?ment
the hoarders have been getting thepopportumty to hoard for th
interference policy of Government i

(e) Whether the sal?d C?J)mmittee have demanded that Government should make
purchases through Co-operative Stores ?

Government Agents

thay
€ non.

TSpeech not corrected by the hon. Member concerned.
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(/) Whether the main purchasing agents of Govermiment have stopped purs
chasing after the passing of the aloresaid resolution by the H yhivanj Food
Committee ?

(g) Whether their sub-agents are still purchasing rice at the rate of Rs, 12-8 10

Rs. 13-4 per maund ? '
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMNMAD SAADULLA replied :
35. (a)—Government have no information. '

(b} ---- Government agents are to purc hase well below  the controlled rates but
they alleged that they purchased at Rs. 19 or so in the  se ond part of December,
1943. '

(c)—Yes. Government have alrcady notified the maxunum prices of rice and
]')addy to be purchascd in Notification No.SI1).293 /43 of 27th September, 1943,

(r[)-—JYl'S,'l:Ut Government do not apprehend anything ol the like neither is it
understood what is meant by “non-interference policy of Government.”’
) (e)—Yes. The suggestion is that purchase should be through peoples’ Food
Committees and not through the Co-operative Stores, y
(f) & (g)—Government have no information. -
Statement by the Hon’ble _Speakcr regarding grant of permission for absence
from Assembly Meetings by five Members of Legislative Assembly.
»
The Hgn’blc Eh(: SI’]".A_K.I’,]_{ ¢ I am now to ask the hon. Members to consider the
question of granting permission for absence from meetings of the Legislative Assembly
as applied for by the following hon. Members, '
(1) Mr. Gopinath B.ardulni, Member representing the Kamrup Sacdr South
General Constituency. 2
(2) Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda, Member representing  Silchar General Clonsti-
tuency. g
(3) Mr. Kameswar Das, Member representing the Barpeta  North General
Constituency. ‘ :
(4) Mr. Debeswar Sarmah, Member representi 1onstie
presenting ‘hat Nor seneral Gonstl
tueniey. _ | ¢ Jorhat North Gen
(5) Mr. Gauri Kanta Talukdar, Mecmber . . y i-
: ar, Member representing albari Ge ral Constl
by, p nting  Nalbari Gener
n. Members arc aware th: ) s
T?Fdh?l on without i E:lrf’l that the question [ shall put before the House i$ tO
L Mt A bl any debate. The circumstances under which these hons
Members were unable to attend the past three Sessions of o ~nd are still N
ble to attend the present Sessi ssions of the Assembly, and arc;
unablc 1 present Session, are well known to all the hon. Members of the
House. These circumstances were, and are still ) S

. ) , admittedly beyond their control.  Mr-
Bardoloi and Mr. Chanda were in detention under thcyl)j:(f(i’g(r;](: ofklf;lrd?z(l)li{zies since

42, a -
A}hguli‘;;d{f; re,strirclgot:m:ﬁh the};}r are now released from prison on grounds of health, are
st1 fence of India Ruleg) w?]r? th.e1r movements and actions by Government under the 2
Dele ) ich are now deemed to be restrictions vnder the Restriction »

m D St 1 e Amiisr g0 atc uch o have preventod hery 40
February, 1944 and that of Mr. Chlanc)lgiig r. Bardoloi’s application is dated 29th

Calcutta where they were permitted by E"]J;l\(rd 2 Marsh, 1048, mnd bath, 85 T

ments wh1cthhled Government (o release the
) e e Y6 required Mr. Bardoloi to reside within the limits of the Municipality
Ohe v4th Wovember, 1943 a ¥1th1n the city of Calcutta for 4 months commencing from
::Nar Sarma and Gal’Jrikant:d Talilekmher hon: Members—Messrs. Kameswar Das, Deves-
leo. coammented sioce A S dar are still in detention in prison and their detention

he Restrictio 3D ugust, 1_94'2, and are now deemed to be detained under
e 1on and Detention Ordinance No.III of 1944. Their applications are dated

6th March, 1944 and are from the S i
ity ylhet Jail, the present place of their detention.
The applications of all these hon. Members that have been serlljt contain statements of

the circumstances under which they could not attend the past three Sessions of the
Assembly and are still unable to attend the present Session. 'The reading of these

ernment to go for treatment of their ail-
m from prison. But at the same time
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i H The requirement of Regulation
. s » - iy ‘ t\\-l.' ( : !
s epsndi S ograle fimg o ich is Regulation {ramed by me, is
1{d) of il Assembly Rules, which is a Legulatic saed e
\%) of Appendix |5 to the Asse ) oite the Mousis. 1 therefore, dispense ’
complied with by what I have stated betore the ouse. \,1 g et g
lormality o 'f“'l(-“n" these letters to the House. Hon. Mem - hon. Members is due
(o umgrapsenice of these five hon. Menbers and that of some nlh;'l jcal dskuation prevail-
10 unhappy (:-il"'l'lnl\‘l m‘cc's that have arisen out of the present po l“.‘ p ‘\l-\-tion may arise
ing in the country aggravated by the situation of the war 'allt_l llu‘;. a (lh :1:0 Government
of Taner they are really cases that are contemplated by Section 68 o b e the House
of India Act. In dealing with the question that 1 shall m,\\l‘ 1““"“.-‘;‘1“1}(‘1 the House
that aspect of (he matter is not however. so much necessary to be considere o
. - \ | in this conne tion that in October last Messrs.
I deem It necessayry to ini'urm the House in t s connec 5 | : s
- Syin { — * Chanda, who were detained at the time ir
Gauri Kanga Falukdar and Arun Kumar C randa, whe d at the time in
s the Sylhe Jail, submitted applications requesting me  to make “}‘f“‘gc'“ﬁ}l‘_bti;l“ \.\'ﬂ.c
o o o ol the last November Session of the ;\ssmnhl)'. I'he dl)}.)} 1ca ; tfxc t{\-o
accordingly forwarded (o Government with the request to meet fhis At ;(5.01. o
carchul mbers. 1 reply 1 was informed by Government i February ast that
carecfu] consideratjon in '(:on.\'ull,uinn with the Government of India, the Gover nment
e by concluded that no arrangements  could be made  to enable Members of
the chis!:itln-c who have been detained or ape deemed o be detained under the
Restriction and Detention Ordinance to attend the Sessions of the Legislature.,
I may a]5 inform the House
the {\sscml)ly Department b e 4
als_o mformed iy, l.~cbru:u-)- last that printed dcbhates
oflices of the Chambersg cannot be delivered
who have been detained or deemed to be de

Ordinance, I may point out here that (]ye CXpression “other ¢
the offices of the Ch

3 ambers” in Government reply  may include ot only the various
CoOmmunicatiopg relating (o Assembly business but the summons also which the Secre.
tary is bound tq send under rale 2(1) (0) of the Assembly Rules (o a1 hon. Members
é") attend the meetings of tlhe Assembly.  f my reading of the Qg

Oorre

¢ vernment reply _is
Irect the resyly would be that the Members who have been kept detained in Jails
will ot be in 3

1 position (o know whether the Asscmbl}' is functiouinu; at all and if so,
‘;’ ere and when bes Sessions arc being held. eemed gt desirable to acquaint
twf hon, b this peculjar position whi arisen and which will have to be
(?0‘1151dercd 2y It i eormenting with the question of absence from the meetings of the
ssembly of other hop, Members, who are and would be similarly circumstanced.
in ¢ I“Iz{vmg Jfegard to g put the question before the House
le iollong terms ;—
The question is s

h this Assembly
Cgislay;

that in reply  to a se

parate communic
.\*ow-mbcr, 1943 on

a different matter
or other communic
to those hopy. Member
tained under the Restri

ation made by
» Government
ations from the
sof the Legislature
ction and Detention
Ommunicationg from

I have d
ch has

these facts, therefore, T

. . " am
do permit the following hon. Members of the A:sjod
Alive Assembly to bHe 4 sent from the meetings of the Assembly for the p

< 4
. the 12¢, day of November 1949 until the date on which  the Mau;&hsgi_
. Prorogued ; and also from al_l future meetings of the Sl
1ereafter during the continuance of their detﬁl; S
pPosed upon their movements, as the case maydi’n iReir
ention Ordinance III of 1944, for the reasons state

¢ restriction im

L. Srijut Gopinath B

i Gene-
ardoloi, Member representing  Kamrup Sadfqr South
ral (l‘onstituency _ . > et
: o har General Con
2. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda, Member representing  Silc ]
S K : . : ral Cons
ency.?’ rijut Kameswar Das, Member representing Barpeta North Gene
= = <l as, . g
| ral Clonstitu
. Det S ah, Member representing Jorhat North General
4. Srijut Debeswar Sarm: .
ency.

l ur I a I\‘Ie bCI I ei)[ sent n I QEI a & l COnStltu
1\ t '11ukd r 4 1 (& 1 g b ri G(‘ner’t

enCy-”
oy DRuThanta Talukdar, Membe rperaeaiien aa Gl



200 STATEMENT BY TTHE HON'BLE SPEAKER RIE GRANT OF (11700 Mar.
’ PERMISSION FOR ABSENCE OF MEMBERS

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : On a point of information, S Do the hon, Mt‘_l"'
bers request permission  to I{r' absent from all Sessions, as [ understand from the first
part of your remark, or only from the Budget Session ? -

‘'he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Having regard to the fact that from the circumst-
ances as I have detailed before the House, it will not be possible for the hon. Mem-
bers to attend any Se:ssion so long as they would be under detention, 1 have ”“'”Sh[
it necessary to take the vote of the House on the question 1 have just placed bolore
the House. 1 have stated that there may be circumstances under which they may
not cven know when the Assembly Session is being held.

Mr. A. WHITTAKI'R: 1 think that is possible, Sir, but it sceims 10 me that
it is not for the Assembly to improve upon the original requests submitted by these
hon. Members. If they request for exemption from the Budget Session, | think that
is the only issue before the Assembly. !

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No, there is also requests that their abscnce
may be excused which I have taken it to be not only for this Session but also for
future Sessions. .

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, on a point of order, may I know “]u'l!uil
it is necessary fcr the Hon’ble Chair to come before the House to obtain its -'ll’li”'“‘"fl $
whether the hon. Members now in Jail should be granted perimission or not : ”.l.L
hon. Members, who have sought for permission as I find, have been {”""Cd HQ ’;'
main absent under restriction orders of Government and that their absence 18 ;li':.“'l‘.lll:‘-z
compulsory. I have scen the other day in the newspaper that the Hon ble 'Hp(].'l_ .Ln
of the Orissa Legislative Assembly has ruled that when Elun. .\‘!:-mln"l'-‘% remain a :'\” e
from the House under certain legal compulsion, the Hon’ble Chair m:(:(.l ML S
before the House to take the verdict of the House to grant them such exemptibn. oel

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. Member must have (‘.;Ll‘l_:[ll”}'IIFl('.,Il]t-()
to the statement 1 have made The hon. Member would note that I l'"'\.(,.' 'L.h.(.
raised that question. But when I have got these applications T have no other "]1“ '_(_
native than to place them before the House. With regard to other Mumlu'l‘s W 105
cascs may come up hereafier to be considered by the House that question may ;ms?]-
But so far as the present question is councerned, 1 have said that it is not sO much
necessary to consider that aspect of the matter now. .

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : That is not quit¢ the answer of my question, Sir. ;

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No, this is in reply to Maulavi Abdur Rahman'$
question. I have answered the hon. Member before. I

Mr. A. WHITTAKER: My point is that if I am to exercise my vote, am
to exercise it on the requests of the Members concerned, i.e., permission for the

Budget Session or am I to exercise my vote on a much more (:mnprchcnsivc iSSl'IC as
framed by the Hon’ble the Speaker? That has ! Lol o tioq, Sir.
The Hon’ble the SPE.PI:KER; at has put me in a diflicult po

fiod . It is within the discretion of the Chair having
regard to the circumstances detailed to put the question to the House as to whether
thcy should be permitted to be absent from all future meetings of the House. If the .
hon. Members want that these two

arts of the esti are to be put sc sarately
POlbe vote.othE Hause, T am P question are P I

rcady to do that. !
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : That is what I want, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SP R - > * el
The question is: EAKER: I am then putting the first part of the question
¢¢Permission be granted to those five h P

3 ) Lhos on. Members to be absent from the meetings
Otht.h‘fl ﬁiﬁcﬁ:gllf‘?&;;}; period from 12th day of November 1942, until the date on
:pi;‘lsications?’ cssion of the Assembly is prorogued for reasons stated in their

The question was adopted.
The Hon’ble the SPE . ' . i
The question is: FAKER: Then I am pubidis i IUEREY JEe:
“I'hat permission be granged
future meetings of the Assembly wh
of their detention in prison or the

to those five hon. Members to be absent from all
ich may be held hereafter during the continuance
restriction imposed upon their movements, as the

case may be, under the Restriction and Detention Ordinance No. 11T of 1944 for
the reasons stated in their applications.” .

ThP7 f‘l‘HFEf'l‘ﬁ'n PPN, (. |
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The Hon'ble the SPEAKER :  In due course the permission of the House will be
forwarded to hon. Members concerned. S e cati
*Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : May I know, *nl;i, llf‘“l} ll;:}})éﬁ;ig?s
! i Py certai - s of the Assembly tor arre
has been received by you from certain .\I(,mln_:..\ ol b A e : 3
to be made to attend the Budget Session and if so, what action has been taken o .
il ’:) - - .. . » P n . . = - - .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER  Yes, Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdarc Jpplu,’d 1thli;-{t13;c
as well as last time 1o be present, but as I have mlun;ltul.thc Hon’ble l-ot e
there is the order of the Government which has been cmmnunu‘.alvd'to me that no
arrangement could be made to allow the Member to attend the sessions. & 4
*Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI:  Sir, is the House helpless in the
matter ? - B
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, helpless as the circumstances stun('i. (_10\.&1 nd
ment refused to grant permission and make arrangements for producing detaine
Members to attend Asseinbly Sessions

Government Motion r¢: re-organisation of the Public Health Department.

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move t]l.(lt. this
Assembly recommends to Government thar, with a view to improve tl.u_: aldmunstra}-
tion of the Public Health Department and to utilise the stafl’ more fully and effi-
ciently in the eight plains districts of the Province, the Department may be reor-
ganised from the Ist April, 1944 clfecting the following changes :— )

(1) Duties and responsibilities of the Civil Surgeons and the Subdivisional
Medical  Officers in respect of Public Health administration to be withdrawn and
placed (i) under the present Assistant Surgeons of the Public Health Department to
be designated as the District Medical Officers of Health and (i7) under senior Sub.
Assistant  Surgeons to be designated as the Subdivisional Medical O fficers of Health.

(2) The areas of jurisdiction of the present  Assistant Direcctors of Public
Health to be reduced by creating a third post ol Assistant Director of Public
Health and the jurisdiction of  the cight plains districts  be redistributed as
follows :

(a) Southern Public Health Division com
Cachar with Headquarters at Sylhet.

(b) Western Public Health Division comprising the districts of Goalpara, Kamrup
and Darrang with Headquarters at Gauhati, and

(¢) Eastern Public Health Division comprising the districts of Nowgong, Sibsa-
gar and Lakhimpur with Headquarters at Jorhat.

(3) The Present cadres of Epidemic Assistants, Vaccination Inspectors and Sub-
Inspectors

L 0 be abolished and two new cadres of Rural Health Inspectors and
Assistant Ruyrg] Health Inspectors to be created in their place on the scales of pay of
Rs.40-3/2.55.3.75 and Rs.30-3/2-45 respectively and the existing subordinate staff to
be abrsorded in  these new cadres.

(4) A direct chain of responsibility from the Director of Public Health down to

;:ihe I-?OSIt junior officers of the Department to be maintained in respect of all Pub-
1C ea

th aspects and not through the Civil Surgeons and the Subdivisional ‘Medi-
cal Officers ag at present.

The object of the Motion, Sir, is very clearly explained in the first para-
8raph of the TExplanatory Note. Under the present arrangement a great deal of

*Speech not co rrected

prising the districts of Sylhet and

TEXPLANATORY NOTE

In order to keep pace with modern trend of advancement and to effect better control of epldfimlffis alﬂd
Improve the general aspect of Public health in all its branches, the re-organisation of the P“éjhﬁd-v'e? t..
€partment in Assam is urgently necessary. At present the Civil Surgeons and the_ uf I{I 1::](;;:.
al Medical Officers are the District Health Officers and the Subdivisional Medical Of:ﬁCClst‘) whicch o
In view of their other duties and responsibilities as” officers of the Medical I)q?al-tngtlcntioﬁ o
their primary concern, they have very little time and energy left to give Wh(’h.\lfc‘“t-‘? anomalous as
the multifarious Public Health Department works. Morcover the present POS_”")“)“and sl lats 4o
they are not responsible to the Director of Public Health (except in a limited he?sihc Public health
to the Assistant Directors of Public Health. Placing of control and rcspons‘ublhtgﬁgd for this- oSkt il
work under whole-time Public Health Department Officers who are better qua
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delay occurs in sending orders especially  when cpidemics break out as these orders
are to be communicated from the Director of Public Health here in Shillong
whereas in the proposed scheme it has been proposcd that  orders will be com-
municated by the Assistant Directors of Public Health who will be the men on the spot.
Also Sir, under present arrangements thereis a big gap in the chain of responsis
‘ bility from the Dircctor of Public Health down 1o the  juniormost  oflicer,
and the sooner these defects are removed the better the Departinent will work.
In the Explanatory Note the complete cost of the scheme with every detail has
also been shown. I would like to draw the attention of the hon, Members to the
actual financial commitment. Only Rs.11,816 will be required immediately and the
ultimate cost will be Rs.23,216.

This is a very small sum for such an important scheme and if this Motion is
accepted by the House, Sir, I shall come forward in due course with o Supplemen-
tary Demand. . .

improve the position and this will also relieve the Civil Surgeons and the Subdivisional Medical
Officers to enable them to give more attention to their duties for the treatinent of the sic k. Consultations
among officers of Public Health and Medical Department will however continue as required  particularly
during periods of epidemics 50 as to co-ordinate the work of both the departments. Under the scheme
now envisaged the District Health Officers will work directly under the Assistant Director of Public
Health of the Division ; and the Subdivisional Medical Officers of Health will work under the
direct orders of the District Health Officers.  Other Sub-Assistant Surgeons who will b called Rural
Health Officers and the Rural Health ITuspectors and Assistant Rural Health Inspectors will work
under the control of the District Health Officers or the Subdivisional Medieal Oflicer ot Health.

The present subordinate stafl consists of 42 Epidemic Assistants, 9 Intpectors ol Naccination,
and 30 Sub-Inspectors of Vaccination. Of these 81 Officers 61 have been considered suitable for special
training which will make them fit to hold independent charge ob thanas. Theoretical training is
gian on CI‘.IOICI'IJ. va(:cinr, S”]“”_p”x ‘\.'.’A(Tlillf‘. waater g.;;,.np[r-, COTNINOLN adulteration of fl‘uul.‘ltll”.. (lls.
infectants, Epidemiology and prevention of cholera, small-pox, Kala-azar, malaria and  prac tical training
in disinfection of houses, excreta, water supply, ete. There will thus be 61 such trained officers who
will be posted one in each thana in independent charge to do all the rublic Health work including
propaganda, checking of vital statistics, cte., under the direction of the District or the  Subdivision-
al Medical Officers of Health. They will form a separate cadre to be designated as Rural Health
Inspectors. The other 20 Officers of the existing cadres are at present found not suitable to follow the
special course of training and to hold independent charge of thanas. They will be posted in thana
areas where there are Sub-Assistant Surgcons of the Puhlic IHealth Deparunent so that they can
work under the direct supervision of a doctor. This class will be designated as Assistant Rural Ilealth
Inspectors. If }'lowcvcr any f)ftll(:.‘i‘.f 20 officers arc found in fuiure competent, their case for pro=
motion to the higher cadre will reccive due consideration.

Under the existing arrangement, deputation of stafl to a particular district or area where an
epidemic breaks out is done by the Director of Public Health from Shillong which causes some
delay. In the proposc_d schf'.mc, this will be done by the Assistant Director of Public Health of the
Division concerned which will ensure speedy action.  ‘The Assistant Director of Public Health will move
Director of Public Health only when the staff under him is inadequate to cope with the situation,

The expenditure in connection with the scheme will be for one more Assistant  Director of
Public Health, conversion of a post of Public Health Department clerk now working in Civil Surgeon’s
Office to that of a Head Clerk for the Office of the 3rd Assistant Director of Public Health and creation
of the cadres of Rural Health Inspectors and Assistant Rural Health Inspectors. Details under each item
are as below i —

\ Immediate Ultimate
cost. cost.

1. One Assistant Director of Public Health : —oc__
(Efficiency Bar)—30-—1750 alth  Rs. 300—25- 600

Rs. Rs.
Pay S .- . . 3,600 6,348
Travelling allowance of Assistant Dircctor of Publie e . 3, .
Travelling allowance of (-:stablishm(:ncl:C S g Sl i 1’1}33 I’ijgg
Contingencies - LA . ‘¥ . e 1.500 600
. .. . - »
6,200 8,048
2. (a) Rural Health Inspectors (61) Rs. 40 P
. . 40—3/2-—55-—2—1T5 e 32.4306 42,456
(b) Assistant Rural Health Inspectors‘(zo) Ij{s_ 30—3/2—45 .. 7,116 8,640
; , . 40,212 51,096
) 3. Head Clerk for the Assistant Director of Public Health’s Office, 2
Jorhat (Rs, 55—5/2—90) - e = i = 5 660 030
Grand Total oo 47,072 60,074

o d
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The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved :

“I'hat this Assembly recommends to Government that, with a view to imp‘rovc the
administration of the Public Health Department and to utilise the staff more fully and
clliciently in the eight plains d'-“'ll'lf‘ls of the l’rm-incu, the Department may be re-orga.
nised [rom the 1st April, 1944 effecting the following changes :—

(1 Duties and responsibilities  of the QGivil Surgeons and the Subdivisional
Medical Officers in respect of Public Health administeation to be withdrawn and
placed (7)) under the present Assistant Surgeons of the Public Health Department to
be designated as the District Medical Officers of Health and (ir) under Senior Sub-
Assistant Surgeons  to be  designated as  the Subdivisional  Medical Officers of
Health.

(2} The areas of jurisdiction of the present Assistant Divectors of Public Health to
be reduced by creating a third post of Assistant Director of Public Health and the
jurisdiction ol the cight plains districts be redistributed as follows —

(a) Southern Public Fealth Division comprising the districts of Sylhet and
Cachar with headquarters at Sylhet.

() Western I"uhl-i(? Health  Division comprising
Kamrup and Darrang with headquarters at Gauhati, and

(¢) _l':il.‘-ilt‘l'll.I)llhlit‘ He=alth Division com
and Lakhimpur with headquarters at Jorhat.

(3) The Iln-cs?utrciulrl(-s of Epidemic Assistants, \
Inspectors to be abolished and two new cadres of Rural Health Inspectors and  Assis
tant Rural Health Inspectors to be created in  their pl: ~ . g

‘ o= ~r 5 : 1ar place on the scales of pay of
Rs.40—3/2—55—~2—75 and Rs.30-—3/2—_45 respectively ame 73 1)
- ; v respectively and  the existine subordinat
stafl' to be absorbed in these new cadres. S ate

the  districts of Goalpara,
prising the districts of Nowgong, Sibsagar

‘accination Inspectors and Sub.

(4) A dircct chain of responsibility from the Director of
the most junior oflicers ol the Department 1o be
health aspects and not through the Civil
Oflicers as at present.” .

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHOUDHURY - Mr. Speaker, Sir, we beo to ac d our
whole-hecarted support to the Motion for re-organisation ol ,thv ,l’ublic .‘Iq—‘lcil(tlmll:))r) O‘U'l
ment. Such a step was long overdue. We are aorateful to the Hon’bht T\'I]iui;t[t):?l}_
charge and also to the present Director of Public Health for this courm.feous movm
It_wiil no doubt place the Department on a sounder foundation and wi‘llbr-cmovc tlfc:.
gricvances of the public as well as the officers of the Department

ctor Public Health down to
: mamtained in respect of all public
Surgeons and  the Subdivisional Medjcal

But as regards the Explanatory Note, T beg to offer one or two observations. In
g Txplanatory Note, appended to the A'[nLi‘nn, it has lbccn sugg ‘qiea tlnl.; the
vaccination stall under the Government will be placed &f‘tclr Ky ‘J(‘I‘Mut?‘?l’%{liﬁﬁ in ::hartrc
of the thanas under the designation of Rural Healt) Ins t:(:ltol.}S — "Assi'sjtant Raral
Health Inspectors.  To me it appears that it will not blzz a corréct procedure.

‘The hon. Members are aware that if malaria is called public enemy No. 1,
S & e 4 3 rr € + y
small pox is deudedl'y public enemy No. 2. To combat this scourge, the whole-hearted
altention of the vaccination stafl’ wil| be required, Morcover, there are as many as
3

°

The existing immediate cost and ultimae co ST : :

p ST S gl = ale 5t on account of the npresent staff of Epidemic Assis-
]!:Inlﬁ, A T‘-Cmf"}“m?‘ In}spe(_ttmf;f Slfaﬂ'and{a Clerk of the Department is qu35 256 and Rs. 36,858. The
crease therefore in the immediate and ultimate cost i th o e seiie s 1

. ale 5 e scl : ct to will be only
Rs. 11,816 and Rs. 23,216 respectively. cheme is given effe 3

sarr " b ultimaely o bave only onc cadre of Rural Health Tnpectors. When the presen
SSI ] al Hee pectors will ultiamtely retire o get promoted it is proposed to rep-
lace them from time to time by a corresponding increase in the cadre of Rural Health Inspectors as
the latter class of officess will he much more useful being capable of holding indcpend_ent charge of
thanas. The ultimate cost for 81 posts of Rural Health Inspectors will be Rs.56,376 against Rs 51,096
for the two cadres proposed at present. y
For an all round improvement of the Public Health Department and for prompt and efficient
work the re-organisation is urgently necessiry . but as a schedule could not be prepared in time I(:)r
provision to be made in the 1944-145 budget, the vote of the Assembly is heing taken on th(i ‘I’;;I:;:"[
to give effect to it from lIst April 1944, If the schemec is approved by the House, a supplen ry
demand will be asked for in due course.
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425 wvaccinators working under  the lLocal  DBoarcds, Municipalities  and  the
D(:V("IUJ””C'“ Boards. A cadre of 9 In pecton nd 30 Suby-leagpe: o are scarcely
sufficient to supcrvisc the work of this huge number ol tors working in the

rural arcas. Sh”Ul(‘ [}”?}. I)l'f di'ﬁ.”fh" ’l -'!H"'j })!u"’. et tey Lhar el lhine ol :".lhiil'

Health ? This is a very vital matter and should engay the serious  consideration
of the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge.
Then a_[!,:ain we have 121 Sub-Assistant Surgecons an the Departiment 1 nder the
resent scheme, about 20 senior officers will bz required 1o act as the Subdivisional
Medical Officers of Health., Dut what about the rest one hundred 20 Gan they not
‘:Onw"”i‘:“”y he l)li”:"d in charge of the thanas 2 This will mean confidence and
“”iCichy in the """”'ki”i{ of the IJ!‘:JJH“H'.‘I', [ he l,T-’I"r e Assistants nave not
su”iCi":nl ({UJiliﬁCiltiun to j'—’””.‘:' an il-"l"il“ll""ni ( ?!.1:!’_!7.. Wiall 1t not he wise to !l|.u'f‘

one Sub-Assistant  Surgeon in charge of cach thana and put one of these Epidemic
Assistants at their disposal ?

Sir, the Hon’ble Prime Minister, when he wae pleased to visit
shocked to find in what insanitary condition the prople lived. I
Ba”iad]“ng is not the OH])’ Pl““: where such (‘uuil.ilifr:;‘, prevail.
share the same fate. This unhyg.enic condition is e tlv due to the latrine
in the villages. So I suggest that there should be one extra Health Inspector
I'he materials for Bore-

yantachong, was
Lubimit, Hil, that
VMost of the villages
arrangce-

ments
trained in Bore-hole latrine work attached to cach subdivision.

hole latrines may be su];pli(:d by Government at a low price and boring apparatus lent
free of cost. The villagers under the directions of the trained Inspectors will be able to
do the boring themsclves.

I would like to refer to another thing. Public
entrusted to the Local Boards. But from the
for co-ordination of work between the Local Boards and the Public
ment. .
The last thing that I would mention is that of medicine. ‘I'he Public Health
disp(;nsarics arc already in short of medicine. The Local Boards have not been able
to procure sufficient amount of the quinine and vaccine from the authorised tlcjll_lfl'b'-
It is no usc to organise the Department  without suflicient provisirm for medicine.
There should be a full-fledged Public Health Dispegsary at every unit.

With these words, Sir, I support the Motion.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I congr:
Medical Minister for having brought this very urq::uL ‘Motion belore the House
and 1 tl}ink she necd not have been so ;qmlr;gt:tiu about the sum of moucy
that is going Lo be spent for this purposc. Ior, Sir, in consideration of what the pcoplc
re suffering for want of proper medical help, even ’?I. much bigger sum than she is coing
de for, would have been very much justified for having this Department self-

d. Only to one or two points I want to draw the attention ol the Hon’ble
[nspectors

Health is also onc or the charges
do not lind any attempt
[Health Depart-

scheme, we

vtulate the Hon ble

a -
to pl"t)Vl

containt )
Minister of Medical. My first point is about the qualification of the Health

and Assistant I_nspecmrs. The Department, it scems, thinks that 61 of these oflicers
may be taken in for further training. So far as my information goes, Sir, I do not
think all of them are even Matriculates. T think Matriculation ought to be the minimum
Standari:ﬁ%izlt?ggngna??)dlda}ff fion Auep tanion.  These Wit 99, B0 BEC that
themscgves, if they can, i‘r} futtluregpt as Assistant Health Inspectors. 1 hey may (ualify
:I‘he Otie}”'%m'm 1s, Sir, it scems only one Head Clerk for the Assistant Dircctor of
Public Helt Iij elfr}g provided for. The District Medical Officers, 1 think, will also
v m‘ucil toffolq CC’)li‘I“Cﬁponde.ncc and clerical work and unless they are also assisted
Yﬂ(‘ﬂcrtloci Sgt?ezit eirtreln‘: raﬁ, their supervision work and their exccutive work also may
sujet encage themsel - Aswe know, at present, Sir, doctors, for the most of their
time, gag lves 1n clerical and other corres i ’ I hich veriod of
fime could well be spent in medical work. Th D: pondence work, w ich period o
+he whole staff’ of Subdivisional Medical Off ese District Officers will ‘have fo_ help
inspectors and they will also have to tour t!CCrS har;d Hga]th Inspectors and Assistant
will have a lot of work to do in that line, 'I‘llcva{‘o'e of the District and as such they
W ested, @ P a8 cleneal and suph oth]cm elore, the Medical Oflicers ()ug.ht‘ to
clerical staff.  With these words, [ support tllcr N}Vo(ﬁks arcd Cfllt’:ernnd, by :ppointing
Hon’ble Medical Minister for hav;ng brought this urgg:lltailffotio(]f:nglatu}dtc again the

3
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Srii : 1 . 7 3 + Science of Public Health
Srijuy SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN - Sir, the Scic nce o L e ;
e 1ade I"'liit\] :tl'i(!:\‘ all over the world within recent vears and it is desirable that we
«:lll{f;g to o . )

X . a8 . 3 > of di-

SVe more importance to the branch of Public Health than to the n.m (- }1{1}(1(!;‘
S, I Soviet Russia that process has been carried to such an extent as to ma ¢ the
CUratyve

o side of medicine a minor branch in the administration of Public l*{t";llitll‘l- 1111
India SI¥, other Provinces have niade more progress than we have |‘}m'n able to:( 0
' this |’1'm“inu-. For instance, Sir, there are certain things necessary for us to which

Woul(] like 1o draw the attention of the

Hon’ble Minister and the Government.
find in this Province any arrangements in the Department of Public Ht‘alt}l
for these things. “There is no ll!;ll;\'l't!i!)' and child-welfare work undcrmkcn. by this
],)‘:Im”'“t‘nl.l ‘There is no provision {or medical mspectien ;mdln.-;l.tmvnt_nl Lower
hiry school boys and girls and there ig nothing about the t111t}'111ﬂ31:\l side of 1he
People ang for their improvement.  And the most important of all is that there
absence of any attempt for the betterment of rural hva_lth and .

» Sir, are of very great importance for 1h.v. health of the comltry—s‘lc‘lc,

> Government will give these matters the attention _th;lt lh.cy dvscr.\'c. I'he
at has been sponsored by the Hon’ble Minister is certainly  a righe step

taken by Government.  This is well known to the House that this Department gets
1S doctors trained specially in the subject of Public Health at great cost. Inspite
of ““1!, these doctors \vhcn'lhcy are placed in the Districts, they are placed under
the Giyj Surgeons who have no special training and this naturally «reates

¢ do ot

is
sanitation.

cation and

compli-
: also results in a deterioration of the administration of Public Health. This
Motion seeks to do away with that state of things by placing that specially trained
i’t}l}":lll led(‘.r another specially trained officer over him. | therefore welcome th

: 1as

the Motion
DSErvationg
please look into the qQues.
in those directions that T haye

I Yen: brought by the Hon'hle Medical
SUpport  the Motion and 1 hope

tons  thaye g have raised so that they
Suggested.

Minister.  With these ol
the Government will

may do something

: DE"- . TERRELL: Mz, Speaker,  Sir, it gives me great pleasure
words N support of this Motion introduced by the Hon’ble Ministe
re-organisation of the Public Health Depart
on their

enterprise in formulating this
S0mewhat overdye.

It is Sratifying to note that many

]‘-l( 1 . Y i)
‘l“’l]tmn have been advocated {rom these
falth matters iy the past.
mcntl'hel‘e IS enormous scope for a splendid programme of public health
Wit ‘N the hands of such a Department as now visualised, provided it
Vitality and a proper conception of its function

he Oro ‘ganisati
. osed organisation should be
PCrien Sop g

to say a feyw
r for Health for the
ment, and to congratulate Govornment
proposed amended legis]ntinn——cveu if it ig

of the suggestions incorporated in

the re-orga-
benches on the occasions of deb

ates on publje

improve-
1S Inspired
and the real needs that exist,

a beginning only, and after reasonable ex-
thor. ]ce of its Working, it could undoubtedly be expanded with great advantage. Al
o

ST unwilling (o put forward any criticism of a wdl-thought—f_aut scheme, it
be out of place to record my opinion that the areas of jurisdiction of the

stant Directors of Publjc Health might, with advantage, be still further
creation of more pPosts of  Assis

88est that the two districts of

re-
tant Directors. If this were accepted, T
Cachar (with the Lushai Hills) and Sylhet should
ave thair own Assistant  Director,

instead of there being only one combined for the
Outhern Publjc Health Division, and thijs would ensure more efficiency and smoother
Workmg,

The same principle also applies to the Upper Valley where at least one More

Post should be allocated. The additional expenditure required would be more than
Counterbalanced by the inevitable increased efliciency.

It is to be hoped that the newly organised Pul_)lic' Health D}fpa: tlti}iznlgr;\‘fr:ig;gsc no
time in inaugurating a campaign for improved sanitation thi‘ougI '(s)l\]zvould - Welcc’n?]ng
it is certain that, more so than at any other time in the past, t th o over-emphasi?eg

by the general public as a whole. The urgency for  this Caﬂﬁmle A il
and a sfetrt should be made with thc? lflrg‘(-':l‘ towns, which as a s busly
lacking in the essentials of modern sanitation.
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In view of the present very serious outbreak of small-pox 0 many  districts of the
Province, it scems opportunc to record the hope that the urpent question of provision
of isolation }m=;pi1;g[ ‘.’u'l:H::_jlilll'.'rll‘-» at central points will have the cathiest consideration
of the new organisation instead of being entirely sheived, as it has beenn the past.
I“l'()”l a bl]“’_l},’ r;f.lhf' I“..'-:!;i;lllillf)rf.' Note .x-‘t;u hed to the re-orvanisabhion gi'l"|4='\.tl.'-

the new has been

it occurs to me that the transition mechanisin from the old reg
rather lightly touched upon by the Hon’ble Minis er. In wder to et the best value
old system and the mintmum of delay and clliciency in nau urating the
ed that well-thought-out machinery for the transier should be de-
I be permitted to emphasize the great nmportance of nsuring that

this also provides security to climinate the future considerable risk ol overlapping be-
course  be all

tween the Medical and Public Health Departments. ['here must  of
n the two and it will siot he easy for this to be achieved and also
which would be definitely detrimental to success,

from the
new, it is suggest
vised-—also may

co-operation betwee
to avoid overlapping,

Sir, I call to mind on the occasion of a previous Asscmbly Session
leged to bring to the notice r:f .'\L:mlu-:s. of this House grave dangers associated with
food adulteration and (,'l)l.lt?illl“l?ﬂlﬂll, and  the iml;r':l'r-: tions which exist for the pro-
per working of the ‘f"l.JI"L' 1"UUEI f\f_:l. I }fl:xlt:_(l that the value of the Act s ].1.| rely annul-
led owing to the difficultics which exist i the application ol 1ts provisions - these
include the cmnp]ic;att!d processcs laid down for its function and the l;l_(t that lh'c res-
ponsibility for this is thrown upon local authorities iu:,u".'ul ul‘il.*- being  shouldered
by the Public Health Departiment and administered by its ofhicers, who should be
vested with executive powers.

May I ask that in her reply the Hon’bl.: Minister be gf')u(l Cnot
matter and inform the House to what extent  the administration of the Pure
will be effected by the proposed revised legislation ?

Tt would also be appreciated if the Hon’ble Minister would in her reply give Mein-
bers a little more information concerning the important matter of any revised system tor
vital statistics, tO which brief reference is made in the Explanatory Note.

In conclusion, I would like once more to re-affirm our fullest support for this pro-
posed rc-organisati(gn schu me z’md 1t 15 1y firm belief that it will also have the whole-
hearted approval of the medical ‘pr()iltssmn,

With good will and co-operation ‘0_1' El“,. the new scheme should sce the beginning
of a new cra of improved health conditions'in the Province of Assam (applauss).

Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY :
Mr. Speaker, Slr:_I r{Sf:]t‘) Su}pport this Motion. The re organisation of the Public
Health Department has long been overdue. We were trying for many days to scpa-
Public Health from the Medical Department. I am glad that the Hon’ble

being privi-

wrh to refer to this
IF'ood Act

rate the ; T 5
Minister for Mcdmar};ndrlflikllc chalth has at last brought this Motion to re-organisc
tment. oug € scheme brought before the House is a modest one, 1

the Deparl
welcome t
Public Heal

reventable

his as a beginning and I hope in years to come phe activities of the
th Department will be expanded and the present terrible mortality from
diseases Wg} be redU(‘_‘fd- It is neccessary that a competent, well-qualified
and decently paid stal taflmcfg_wnh proper equipments to discharge their responsible
duties should be ap]ioméo throughout the country in order to make the Department
a really efficient I?n.“' e vernment must have noticed, I hope, that thei¢ 1s great
activity now bo}: \1;1-06_131:;1;321 and Engianc.l regarding social security. In a recent
public address, tde L ey ‘,feﬁt O_f [hf- L}rutcd States, Mr. A. Wallace, made it clear
that health shoul conm‘r,nel‘st 1 t' ¢ civilisation was to grow and go forward. Similarly
in England the Government was engaged in enforcing the Beveridge Report.

In this connectl}?nr ilmuSt mention that adulteration of food-stulls is a standing
menace 1o the }}Call o] b]1C 13160131(:. Active steps must be taken to prevent the adul-
teration. In this Asscnil' '{a_ 10n. ‘Dr»‘ Ferrell told us in a previous session to what
extent mustard oil WHC}1 'tS one of the essential food-stufls is adulterated. Then
again, Sir, I rcrnem_ber ft ]13 kO_m? Of‘f our hon. Friends in the Luropean Group spoke at
length on the necessity o ‘_00 g alter the sanitation of market places near air-fields.
T would go further and say that all market places throughout the whole Province
should be controlled. In order to give a proper clean up to the countryside as well

Y
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as to the urban arcas, efforts should be made to arouse health (‘011(:10115‘!.1({5? 31_11“_‘1‘;_35
the people.  This can be }zl-opcrly done l)_\-. means 9[ pro]mg_;u.ldu and ‘h(.d th exhibi-
tion which should be organised with the assistance })I the l’u_l)lu‘lty.])cpmtmcnt. l

I congratulate the (:‘()\'crnmm{l again lor bringing this I\Iutun_l ;md.l hopilt 1at
the Public Health Doctors freed from the present dual control will now be able to
give a better account nf'thcir_\vnrk.
: With these few words, Sir, I beg to resume my seat. N

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I hops my hon.
Friend on the left, Mr. Whittaker and other hon. Members of the House will excuse
me if T beat my own drum a little bit. Now-a-days if you do not beat  your drum
yourself, no one will beat for you. Thirteen years ago, as a member of the Retrench-
ment Committee in 1931, T put up this very identical proposal before the .Comnnttcc..

Government of the day did not accept that proposal. Even durlng. my brief
sojourns in the Cabinet I. had made some efforts in tllis.dircutim} but had t.allcd. :I'hlc
Congress Ministry also did not touch thl:s‘ matter. And it was lcit.to the present Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge of Medical and Public Health to remove Elns. great grievance of
the public in the matter. There is no doubt that this re-organisation will intensify. the
public health work in the Province and will also remove the most scrious  anomaly
which had existed in the previous regime, viz., the Assistant Surgeon in the Public
Health Department was a subordinate of the dvil Surgeon although he had to work
with the Assistant Director of Public Health. Hé was not bound to carry out the
orders of the Director of Public Health, but had to take his orders from the QCivil
Surgeon. The Ci\{il Surgeon was in his turn not under the Director of Public Health.
So, there was a serious anomaly and the work had actually suffered. Then there wasg
duplication of work. FO!_‘ Instance, the vaccination papers had to be verified and
checked once by the Assistant Surgeon of Public Health and again by the Assistant
Surgeon of the Subglivision. Thcy_wcrc again checked by the Civil Surgeon, and then
by the Assistant Director of Public Health, and finally by the Director of Public
Health. Now, that anomaly and that dislocation of work will be removed, with the
result that it will be possible to devote whole-hearted attention to the public
health work.

But, Sir, there is one difficulty in the way and unless that difficulty is removed
Public Health work will not be a total success. For instance, if there is no arrange-
ment for good drinking water it is no use having a reorganised Public Health Depart-
ment ; at the time of epidemics if vou'do not get good water for saline injection or if
you cannot ensure supply of good drinking water and insist on the people of the area
to take it then it is usecless merely to give a man medicine and try to treat him. It is
difficult to treat and cure a case of chelera, but it is easier to prevent the occurrence
of this disease. S0, unless her brother Minister, I mean the I\iinister-&n-charge
of Local Self'—Government, helps the Minister-in-charge of Medical and Public

Health in this Mmatter, the re-organisation scheme may not prove as successful asit ig
otherwise bound to be.

. Sir, I welcome this as a Piece of noble act done for the sake of humanity, and
this step taken by the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Public Health, which she has
¢en able to take, on account of the undoubted influence she exercises in the Cabinet,

will be appreciated by the people of this Province with gratitude and, ifI may add,
affection,

: ME_‘UI‘"‘_‘” ABDUR RAHMAN: My, Speaker, Sir, better late than never, and
with this view let us extend our co-operation and support to the re-organisation
scheme which has been presented before the House by the Hon’ble Minister-in-
charge of Public Health. Sir, since after the devastating malaria which broke out
at Banjachong last year T have got practical experience as to how this dual
control of the Public Health work has been affecting the people of this Province.
There had been a long clamour in this House for the separation of the Medical and
Public Health DepartmentS, and at last we find that wisdom has dawned in our
NIinister—in-charge to have it done. But, from the criticisms of the previous speakers
I can gather that this is not all that they expected. The scheme ought to haye been
more extensive and a good beginning should hawve been made. It is said that a thing we}l
begun is half done, and g better beginning shewuld have been made in this case, X¢ is
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stated in the Explanatory Notc that “under the scheme now  envicaged, the District
Health Officers will work directly under the Assistant Director of Public Health of the
Dvision ; and the Subdivisional Medical Officers of Health will work under the direct
orders of the District [Health Officers. Other Sub-Assistant Surgeons who will be called
Rural Health Officers and the Rural Health Inspectors and  Assistant  Rural Health
Inspectors will work under the control of the District Health Officers or the Subdivis
sional Medical Officer of health”.  Now, according to the present scheme  the Rural
Health In¢pectors. whose number will be about 61, will receive a pay ol Rs.40 only,
and it is proposed that each of these Inspectors will be in charue of one thana. A
thana in my Subdivision ordinarily comprises a population of 90,000 people. Clan any
one imagine that these Inspectors with an initial pav of Rs.40 only in these hard days will
put their whole-heart in the work ? If we want efficient work from our employees let
us give them adequate salary, particularly in these days of high cost of living

Then, what should be the duties of these people 2 We  do not find that these
pcuplc will be giV(ill definite instructions to carry on cei tain duties and :':'5l)ntlsillililif‘.5-
They are also not expert handsin public health. My Friend Dewan Sahib  has
stressed certain points. He has said that the bazar arcas in cach Subdivision arc
very insanitary places from where most of the epidemics start. Drastic measures should
be taken to improve the sanitation of these areas.

There is also another dual systemn of administration. T'he Public Health
Department will at once say that this primarily concerns  the l.ocal Board whereas
Local Board will say that there is no suflicient fund to make any reasonable improve-
ment on bazar areas. That is we want that there should be provision for this. There
is no denying the fact that there are big bazars in the rural arcas. ] :

Then again, some of the hon. Members have said that ths enemy No.l is
malaria ; but I say, during the present day, small-pox has become the cncmy No.ls
Wherever we go we find that small-pox has spread and a number of people have
died. In the last week’s Gazctte it has been stated that in [Habiganj there
were 5 attacks and 4 deaths of pox but I know that in a family of my relation
75 per cent. of the people have died. T am surprised to sce how these figures arc collec-
ted by the Department and how these reports are published in the Gazette. I would like
to warn the Department that they should be more careful about the small-pox
epidemic. Now-a-days it is ravaging the countryside. It is noticed in cvery week’s
Gazette that some of the areas of the countryside are declared small-pox affected areas.
In this respect I find that the Department has failed to cope with its duties.

Sir, the most dangerous cnemics of the pcople now are malaria and pox. The
Department should see that these two encmies are wiped out from the e ey with

these ob ervations, I b(_:g to resume my scat giving the Khan DBahadur his chance to
make his own ovscrvation.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, sitting here as I do
behind the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge who has been : s )
cannot but support the Motion (Laughter). T am however afraid that the cost provis
ded is too inadequate. I am inclined to think that the Hon’ble Minister has come with
a very modest demand because she was perhaps afraid, lest Finance would let her
down if she would come with all that she had wanted ’

I agrjf ‘.N,tth PI; Terrell when he said that in the Assam Valley there should be
at least 3 AssiS anv ]llref:tors. The hon. Members know that there are six Districts
Sy thf As;a_rn ' }a ey and some of them are separated by a big river. On
severa OS?HSLS?)HE 1‘)“‘: Mr. Dawson has placed before the House the difficulties
of Tezpu . D ar as transport is concerned. 1, therefore suggest that instead of having
two AS?'Srﬁ?:d Oul:eti:)tors, provision 1s made for three AssisEant Directors. 1t has also
been pointed out oy hon. Friend Mr. Nirendra Nath Dev that Rural Health
Inspe?la?lriﬁcation . e ?ﬁaﬁﬁed men. Thisis so ; but I doubt whether Inspectors with
it e i T e will be available for a pay of Rs. 40 per mensem, at
her way to have more ‘mo » therefore, hope that the Hon’ble Minister will please see

ney so that the De ! -
: - 2 | partment may be made as efficient as
possible, I think, after whatthe Hon’ble Finance Minister has heard,—I am sorry

pleased to bring up this Motion, I

4
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he is not here— from all sides of this House, he will think thrice before h(." says ‘no’
to any demand with which the Hon'ble z\li|lixt(-r-in-vh;n'gv of the Public Health
Department may approach him for improving the present scheme. . ‘

Mr, Marak is disappointed because his Garo Hills has not been included in this
scheme. 1 do not really know why the Khasi Hills and the Garo Hills have been
excluded.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Also Lushai Hills has been excluded.
Similar is the case with the North Cachar and Mikir Hills.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT AL :: The North  Cachar and Mikir Hills
also]should have been included in the scheme, 1f there
think, there will be objection from  any quarters,
]);u‘li;llly excluded arcas,

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: My, Speaker, Sir, if so many hon,
Members have said so many words to bless this new scheme of the Hon’ble Minister.,
I think, I have got very little to add. T will only bring one or two points to the con-
sideration of the Hon’ble Minister.  Sir, we visualise that this Deparument  will play
a major part in the building of the nation. Indeed the modesty of her budgctary
demand has been outraging to many persons with

advanced ideas. I do realise that
this Department should command a Budget no less than that of Education or Com-

munication in order to build a healthy race. [y will be the duty of this Department
to give direction for what should be a balan

i : _ ced diet for an ordinary man, for our
agriculturists and industrial labour.

There was another question raised by Dr. Terrell about the administration of
the Pure l"oogl Act. In these days when adulteration is going so strong, I think, the
Hon’ble Minister would do well "to look where the snugs?u-c in the xldmi’nistratio;l of
that Act. It seems, Health Officers look after (he question of pure food in towns but in
villages there is no body to look after this question and even  in towns the Heal}
Oflicers cannot take the responsibility on "

| _ L _ DI _ their own shoulder tor launching prosecution
against the violation of the provisions of that Act. Heis to go through the Chairman

of the Municipal Board. Unless the Healt + Officers are given power to lodge complaj
directly for‘oﬂ'cncc:w under this Ac:, I am afraid, there would be delay and it \l\fmiildr
leave room for various manipulations. Sir, with a view to arming the oflicers of tl
Public Health Department with these powers, it is necessary thbnt soms modiﬁc-u'(l)c
should be made in the provisions of the Assam Pure Food Act. Agcain it is ;lco a )l-éhlc Y
ded by some of the hon. Members that there may be chances t)ot' ovcrlup‘pil‘lflof tln-
activities between Medical and Public Health., So the demarcation bCL\\’C‘L‘TI Publl'e
Health and Medical should also be clearly and definitely made. The l’ul;l’ic He‘lltll(i
Department deals with question of the public, whercas Medical deals with '{ihnent; of
individuals or otherwise Medical comes in where Public Health ends. On these
lines, I think, the demarcation between the two Departments may be mads. OFf courw:
there are certain specific diseases which may be tackled by the Publie Health Depart.
ment in so far as those diseases are considered as social danger. 1In this connchi‘on
I may refer to one discase which, I am afraid, is not being 2iw:n due attention which
it deserves. I mean, the venereal disease. This disease t;kgs a heavier toll in man-
power and eludes public notice.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: s it the duty of the Public Health
Department ?

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : My submission
should also be brought under the Public Health D

All of us know and perhaps the Hon’ble Mijn
than any of us, how during a war this disease s
especially in this Province of Assam it

is no objection ; and I cannot
il this scheme is also extended to the

is this, that this disease
epartment,

Ister of Public Health knows more
Preads in war affected countries “and

K s 1 spreading its invisible tentacles and people
are shy to take recourse to medical treatment, Perhaps, due to ignorance and also

partly due to poverty. In Bengal ﬁ:ee clinics for the treatment of venercal disease
have been started. In our countryside the illiterate and poorer section of the people

are losing in vitality on account of the Surreptitious attack of this fell disease. There-
fore, if possible, a survey may be made and

- i : all steps be taken to save our future
generation from the clutches of this disease,



210 GOVERNMENT MOTION (1118 MaR.

I would conclude by saying a word about the pay and prospects of
the employees of the Public Health Department.  Sir,  the Public  Health

Department employces take an additional course  of  traning besides  their
medical education but their

prospects are  not better. even worse than the
Health Ofhicer 15 alwavs a Health Offi-

Medical Department. For example, once a
cer. He has no chance of private p:;u:tirn, nor of a lift to higher position although
he has got special training in addition to his medical qualification. In view of this

disadvantage that he has to suffer in comparison with the employees of  the Medical

Department some compensatory allowance
the service.

With these words,
the Mpotion before the House.

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, that the Public IHealth Depart-
ment is a nation-building Department, “there is no doubt aboutit. 1 congratulate
the Hon’ble Minister for bringing such a Motion before the House, but in this
connection, I would like to say one¢ thing which has not been mentioned
of the hon. Members who have already said much about this Department. It
is this. Water-hyacinth which is found everywhere in the Province of Assam, is highly
injurious to the health of the people. If any real good is to be done in this Depart-
ment, a well-thought-out plan should be drawn up by this Dcpartment, for the
eradication of water-hyacinth just like the Opium Prohibition Campaign, which
was taken up in this Province. Otherwise, the very intention of the Department
will be frustrated. In many places where drinking water was formerly available,
the water is now full of water-hyacinth. Unless it is removed, good drinking water
is not possible to be obtained for poor villagers. I would like to draw the attention
of the Hon’ble Minister to take up this matter in right earnest, as it will do real good
to the people. Then, in this connection, I think that it would not be out ol place
to say that there isa crying nced for a médical school at Sylhet. If the Hon’ble
Minister will come forward witha......

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: On a point of information.
will it be a Public Health Medical School?

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS: The Hon’ble Minister is in charge of both the
Departments, Medical and Public Health and so I appeal to her to take immediate
art a Medical School at Sylhet according to the assurance given by the

may be given to build up a uradition for

Sir, I congratulate the Hon’ble Minister for having brought

by any

steps to st
Government long ago.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : "We are to discuss matter of Public Health now

not Medica IPIN BEHA

Babu BIL RI DAS: With these words I support the Motion.

I'he Hon’ble MISS MAVIS DUNN: Mr. Speaker, bPiI:, I am glad to find that
the scheme for re-organisation of the Public Health Decpartment 1is so popular and
5 suppOrthi byI—?lll ;Ccucms of the House. There has been a little conluzion with
regard to tlu: cadt Inspectors and the Assistant Rural Health Inspectors. These
are not newly created posts but they are an amalgamation of the 41 Epidemic assis-
tants, 9 Vaccination inspectors and 30 Sub-Inspectors of Vaccination. We do not

ropose to keep the qualification so low that the Rural Health Ins ectors will not
be fit for the gutlfei WEI‘.uCh they are expected to carry out. If you wli:)n notice at the
top of Pafgt(.:m ?clt te xplanatory Note, Sir, you will find that we mention here that we
propose ultima li':y ohhaye only one cadre of Rural Health Inspectors and these should
be of Sucneé}:ﬁ Yot 2:: tdhey WI.H b‘? able to take up their duties efficiently and actively

e R s think That Sonan educational qualification as suggested by Mr.
?)E)I)oy can be just ;aléngoof;lhat cxaminations are no real test of knowledge. A Class
parred from getting one of a;a passed-out Matriculate and so why should he be de-
get opportunities during theitr et?z?iSt's of Rural Health Inspectors ? Every one will
they are f?ﬁd ﬁ]t they shall be er?xiﬂgyt(?d acquire the necessary qualification and if

Severa embers have made several supgesti . ] .
in the new working of the Public Health Due%ga‘fttﬁgﬁt‘.Nhls(.:gefl;izf)frfeﬂ;gnblfalsnﬁgzﬁo,‘fggg

“"ﬂ..‘_ 4
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h ] . »

‘ orking of the Assam Pure Food Act. We propose lh;tl. th\-_'sn.'. ‘I\Uih‘:l li-ltialtlli
of the wor e ([ > given the power to seize the adulterated articles of food anc drin

el WII-I . F’I:(¢ Food Act. 1 also hope that in Public Health work, eradica-
e 'llm \“Ilm (‘inlllll— will find a place. It s not possible to (‘nml)lt_‘lvly sever t{‘el
[1““ e w'l.“i!flg}‘::nbln the Medical Depa.tment, It g true that ublic chl_lh (.lL,a

l‘.'hhc ”(.'f l.l. e ‘¢ side whereas Medical Department deals with the curative side,
w:th. - Pl.(‘\l;'m)li\c;ctnim we shall have to consult oflicers of the Medical ].)(?p:u'lment
!)m.l.” tlnt:lc(.;::"ﬁfu such epidemic. Mention w;.ts‘ulso‘. made of providing good’
s ater to the different villages. 1 am alraid, Sir, that there are 100 many
(lrm_kmlg :\v:u‘ilnmr\ssum and our pcczwplc have not yet been educated in sanitary
]lf;‘llll;ilt‘:s(.: loif?- my last visit to l_:'r;mi;u_:lm.ng 1 saw with m}.' ln\\'n‘I cy}cs“‘lhfxl‘ 'pt’()%)l‘t‘
used the dirty, stagnant water for d:'mk:ng, washing, ete., "l}ll}{nllg*l tulx (;1\\:_15 .1‘(;11 o~
well quite close by. I would request the hon. Members ol this House (o 1elp 1 educa-

ting the people in hygienic habits, It is only in that way that we can improve the health
of our public,

I thank hon. Mcembers for their kind support of this

that' with the reorganisation of the Public Health Dep

Motion and | hope, Sir,
fied.

artment its works will be intensi-

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I am putting the Motion as a question,
The question is:
““That this Assembly recommends to
the administration of the Public Health
and efliciently in the eight plains
reorganised from the Ist April,

Government that, with

a view to
Dcpartmcnt and to utilise

- Dcpartme

1944 effecting the fol]

(1) Duties and responsibilities of the iy
dical Officers in respect of P : d
and placed (i) under the present Assistant Surge

Department to be designated as the District Me
and (i) under Senjor Sub- Assist

il Surgeons and the Sub-Dj
ublic Health administration to be wi
ons of the pyhn

dical Office;
ant Surgeons to |,

(2) The arcas of jurisdiction of the present Assistant
to be reduced by creating a third post of Assist
and the jurisdiction of the eight

Directors of p

ant Directop of P

plains Districts be redistributeq

(a) Southern Public Health Division comprising the Districts
Cachar with Hcadquarters at Sylhet,

(6) Western Public Health Division comprising the Districts of G
Kamrup and Darrang with Headqu

(¢) Estern Public Health Division comprising the Distri

Cts of NOW ong  Sib-
sagar and Lakhimpur with Headquarters at Jorhat, song,

ant, Vaccination Inspectors and Syp.
pectors to be abolished and two new cadres of Rura] Health
and Assistant Rural Health Insp

scales of pay of Rs. 40_3 /2—55—2—75 and R

.5.30-—-3/2—'—415 T
and the existing subordinate stafl' to be absorbed j

n these ney cadreg,
(4) A direct chain of responsibility from the Director of Public He

to the most junior officers of the Department to be Maintained j
of all public health aspects and not through the Civil

Surgeons and the
Sub-Divisional Medical Officers as at present.”

The question was adopted,

L0 Improvye
Ith \ _ the staff mope fully
Districts of the Province, the

d nt may he
owing changes :—

Visiong] Me-

‘ S of Health
; ¢ designateq as the Syp.
Divisonal Medjcal Officers of Health.

ublic Health
ublic Health

as f01]0ws A

of Sylhet and

- oalpara
arters at Gauhatl, and e

; Ins-
. NSpectors
ectors to be created iy thei 3

espectively

o
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The Assam Municipal Amendment Bili, 1914

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon'ble Srijut Hirendra (-H.l!lltll.t '(—.h.nl.n.\-
varty to move the Assan  Municipal (Amendment) Bill, I'J'U.- ll scc l‘“‘l“? are 1"'“"['
*amendments to this Bill tabled by Mr. Ii;lir!}';m-’tl!l M"”!‘”"U"'- "_’“' "_‘ i’ " '“'"'
the amendments, cannot be moved. So the Hon'ble Minister may at once mmove
that the Bill be passed. ' ) ) —— o

The Hon’bltr: Srijut HIRENDRA (:HAT\'I)R,‘\.(.II:\!\I(:\\.-\l'(‘ l"‘; : I beg, Sir,
to move that the Assam Municipal (Amendment) IS!II, 1944, be };.1..;,(1, } e

I think, Sir, I have said during the consideration stage nlll_H‘ ;71 ! I} l-r.!r'.tfnlnl 0
which the Bill has been brought in and I think I have got no hing ‘“I' g }1_*1' ac ‘I.l

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :  Sir, I risc !""]'If"‘-' '([f-‘* ".l I 'i“) -
not understand why Government has taken over the :\1”“3“')“[]”} ol ."“'l]'"‘“ b l":;l
[h(_‘,y (_lr) not [ry to ilﬂl)rﬂ\r’l! th(: C()]’l(“li”ll now ()h-"’lllllllu' 1 t lf? } t.f)is\ll.] . {tnl‘hll tl ,‘

Sir, that in this matter Government has ])f“\.'l:‘,(l' tlu-m.srl‘.t": l J-"'A’_ 'fll“ ¥' ‘l“'““l' “')

of managing the affairs of the Municipal Area of Gauhati. We -li‘iil}““ff"ff l'[”' 1; -‘Vt (-
before lots of complaints against non-official managemeny of the ! S “‘:-]’“,
when the Government themselves have undertaken to carry on the Mumnic '!_"_l_] AI( I“ll' |
nistration in Gauhati they have cut much more sorry !li-illlzi l""'l' _*”_[Y "“"1","““-_‘{'_1 1_"::‘3

in any town or any Subdivision or cven a small town Ilkf'_ I U_I&'-.Sl.l yart -“;‘_ _"‘“I{'ll‘L- ‘; ])t’
several requests, Government has remaincd absolutely uul.lllr-,:f-:';'t in tl‘ll;\‘l'l’l- cr. K

is all the more shameful when this Municipality, the premier citizen ol Assam, |.1.uI -

ly the Prime Minister of the Government of ASS:U/]\] is (or should be) resident ol tha |
town, is so much neglected by the Government of Assam. P :

The Hon’ble Sbrijut IIII{I".NDRA CHANDRA (JI/‘_;I}I.{AVAI‘{ ll_‘f,‘-i“58(1)11111('(":;:)(111
that my hon. Friend, Mr. Chaudhuri, raised a very difler (:nt_m,ulut e
with this Bill. I should say, Sir, that he is entirely wrong in sayimng t "IL 0 'Lliit I
have not done anything to improve the condition of .Ll_\c (‘::mlmtl M unlc‘lpa. y: 5
hope the hon. Member knows that the Gauhati Municipality was in a very UI'lhdll.lh(-i
factory condition in all respects and its management was 50 ]3;1(1 that ()()»:11!-?1—1111'6!!1 11:1d
to supersede it. At the time of supersession, Sir, the Gauhati Municipality '1.'11
more than a lakh of rupces as its debt. ‘They made the conditions ol the roac
very very bad. Metal became very thin and has become such tl_mt thesc roads can-
not stand any heavy traffic. The perpetual neglect towards the improvement of the

machineries in the waterworks also was apparent and in spite ol repeated asking by
the Executive Engineer they did not care to undertake any work ol repairing the
machineries in the waterworks. These were the conditions prevalent before the super-

session of the Municipality. Anyhow, Sir, itis not the proper occasion for me to [

give the whole history now but as Mr. Chaudhuri has referred to that I had to give

a few points in reply to his statement. Government is doing all that is possible for \

them to improve the conditions of the Municipality. As there is no other criticism I .

hope the Hon’ble House will accept the Motion. b
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is: i
““That the Assam Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1944 be passed.” : 1

The question was adopted.

* 1. Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE to mcve: That in Suab-clause (i) , after the word,
¢“Board’’ occurring in lines 4 and 5 of the new Sub-section (2), the words ‘“at a meeting’’ shall be added.

2. Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE to move :  That in Sub-clause (i), alter the word, ‘“‘Board’’
in line 2 in the third proviso of the new ~ub-section (2), the words ““at a meeting’’ shall be added.

3. Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE to move: That in Sub-clause (ii), in lines 2 and 3 of the
new Sub-section (3), the words “ or the Board, asthe case may be’’ shall be deleted.

Clause 3
4. Mr. BAIDYANATH MCOKERJEE tomove: That inline 2 of the new Sub-section (i), the
words “‘or the Board, as the case may be’ shall be deleted.

. Clause 5
5. Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE to move : Thatin the line 3 of the new Sub-section 236D

?)ftcrd:jhr.:jword ¢appeal”” and before the ““full stop | the words ‘‘to the Provincial Government’’ shall
e added.

6. Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE to move : That items (a) and (b) of the new Sub-section
236D shall be deleted. .
7. Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE to move: Thatin lines9 and 10 of the new Sub-sec- S
Y ion 9267y the words ‘‘or the Deputy Commissioner as the case may be’’ shall be deleted. .‘\‘
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The Assam Standard Weights and Measures Bill, 1944

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to introduce
the Assam Standard Weights and Mecasures Bill, 1944,
Sir, I beg to move that the Bill be referred o a
following Members:
Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri, f
Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjce,
Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett,
Babu Nirendra Nath Dev,
Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy,
Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri,
Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul Hussain
Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury,
Maulavi Abdur Rahman, and
‘T'he Hon’ble Minister-in-charge.

Sclect Committee consisting of the

Chaudhury,

Four will form a quorum and the report of the Select Committee should be submit-
ted on or before 31st July, 1944.

Sir, the Statement of Objects and Reasons annexed to the Bill has  described
why we are going to undertake this piece of legislation. The problem of m
agriculiural commodities has become very complicated owing
and mecasures used in this province. A scer of 80 tolas m
of this province but seers having different weights are
The basket known as ¢ doon ’ is very  extensively
a great variation in the capacity of these measures,
of the poor cultivators by middle men who deliber
lack of bargaining power of the cultiv
these unfair methods.

fully
_ arketing
to the diversity of weights
$ may be in use in some parts
being used in different places
'l‘lS(.:d in this province and there is.
. T'his Sir, leads to the exploitation
erately use inaccurate weights, T}
. ators is mainly responsible for the adopti 5
Sir, a money-lender’s ¢ doon ° is usually much bi‘mcrp' g
than the standard one and the borrowers know it. Morcover, there is 'lbtb dwm S
use diflerent kinds of weighis and measures for the purchases and sales anci iter{ R
for the advantage of the buyers. The Assam Banking Enquiry Committee fls' e
a trader who bought with a 9 kat) va doon and sold ‘retail with a .8 kario'uuddom
Sir, grading ol commodities is not at al] possible in the absence of standard:f—ya ot o
weights and measures or duly marketing is not possible if there is ng 'ISEIL'H()n 5
commuodities. T e
The Bombay Government took u
and the Bombay Act came into forc

P @ comprehensive measure to tackle this problem
been devoted to draft this Bill

e in the year 1932, Much time and labour haye

and I hope hon Members will find th;
: ‘ _ . . this acce
With these words, Sir, I commend my Motion for the acceptance of the Hoyse Rrkle

‘The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved : -

That the Assam Standard Weights

. Sta and Measures Bill,
Select Committee consisting of the [ollowi

1944 be referr <X
ng Members :— : referred to g

Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri,

Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee,

Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett,

Babu Nirendra Nath Dev, g
Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy,

Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri,

Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury,
Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury,

Maulavi Abdur Rahman, and
The Hon’ble Ministr'r-in-chargc.

Four will form a quorum and the report of the Select Committee to be submitteq
on or before the 31st July, 1944.”
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MI‘. R. A. ],ALV”‘R \fr S}Jf!:!kf‘r’, SH we  have been e ih'.' for some rnnsi-
derable time for the in”_‘"l”‘:‘iml of this measure and we now welcome its somewhat
tardy appcarnce. '{‘l:c importance of it cannot be overstressed capecially at the pre-
sent time of organised marketing.  The policy of the Bill is non-contentious and 1
hope all scctions of the House will join in sending the Bill to a Select Committee
where . the dctails can be “d"rl'"“"l‘:’ dealt with and the measure i‘nrumthl %Ijrr‘tlil}‘ mnto
force.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The question is:

*#Phat the s Standard “’f-'if_',hl', and Measures Bill, 1944 be referred  to
a Select Committee consisting of the following Members :—
Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri,
Mr. Baid}’&tﬂat}l M()()kffrjc(:,
Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett,
Babu Nirendra Nath Dev,
.,,abu Karuna Sindhu Roy,
Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri, {
Maulavi Muhammad Magbul Hussain Chaudhury
Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury, )
Maulavi Abdur Rahman, and
The Hon’ble Minister-in charge.

Four will form a quorum zu(xd l]’1’(: report of the Select Committee is to be submit-
ted on or before the 31st July, 1944,

The question was carried.

m——y

The Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1944

The Hm:l’blc Maulavi S.aiyid_ Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Spcaker,
Sir, 1 beg to introduce thf: Assam Motor Vehicles T'axation (Amendment)  Bill, 1944
and I beg to move that the Bill be taken into consideration.

There arc only two clauscs operating in (hjg proposed Amendment Bill. Yesterday
I* have stated before the House that we have been enjoined by higher authorities to
B e of petrol. VI(‘:‘TthICSh A8 W€ can to producer gas installation, as there may be
ol e O;N ;kosc, ‘t‘V.hU have seen producer gas installation must have
noticed that 3% 'S o bulky  affair and any vehicle so installed at once become heavy.
Under our present Assam Motor Taxation Act the fee that is to be paid is according |
to weighte.ooooeaeeeeee |

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN -
average weight of such gas installation ?

/ #The Hon'ble Maulav Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The average
weight is some ue Y Lo/%ens.  Therefore, if we insist on one hand that people
should 'swuch o l'-‘ljlnll :Smg ],‘3“(301 to producer gas and if we do not give them  certain
concessions, they wi l)] per_xalzsc do}‘b_]Y- S0, the first proposal that I have made in
this Bill is to exempt the weight of this installation for purposes of taxation.

The next prowsiljon thdt]hgs been made in the Bill is that, as we urgently require
as many vehicles to coprOic{ led by producer gas as possibl(’;, we want to give an
incentive and we€ Prop S:I'ch 1at such vehicles be given an exemption of 50 per cent. &
of the normal taxation. €€ measures wil] encourage many owners to switch off to l

i lieves the :
roducer gas. Lhis S& bressure of the limited supply of petrol. I hope hon.
Members W;ll be good enough to lend their support to thgslé SFrrm':aéjr.lres. ]

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The Motion moved :

On a point of information, Sir, what is the

: ¢ : .
«That th?’Assam Motor Vchicles Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1944, be taken into
consideration.

. debate is going to b ur
I take it that no g € made on this Motion. ; . |
as a question before the House. s So I am putting this }
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The question is .

¢« That the Assam M

. TR 4 Mor Val.: T 1 ‘ a !
T ¢ OMor Vehigles Faxation (Amendment) Bill, 1944 be taken into
The question wag .

']']lL’ II(”]’th [Iu: S])I“ Tl
clayse by clause on the "I?}\Lll_: The Bill will come up for consideration agdin
this Bjil is upto 3 P.M, of 2th of March,

T e 1944 and the time for tabling amendments to
» O the 21 March 1944, )

Adjournment
"The Assembly vo .

1S ¢ ‘
hen adJDlu‘ncd tll 11 A M., on Monday, the 13th March, 1944,
SHILLON( »

] The 120k April jo,, } A. K. BARUA,
s : Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam,
A G. P (LAY No.agy
q 12245 19-4-1944.
ccccc e i . -
have heen established iy, Bengal »
b Do Govep LRI Siolt : ~adicat ' real
i (’) . YEImimen pPropose to ta'e similar measures to eradicate venere:
diseases in this Provinee ?

The Hon ble Migg MAV1S DUNN replied :

36. (a)—Government h

‘ ave no information.
(b)-—-Not for the pr

esent, -

] Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: The answer isl “Govcr’nmc.nt glavc no
lormation”.  May T kpeoy what is the machinery of getting the information ?

The Hon’ble Maulayj Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We receive
Ollicial intimation from different Provincial Governments. Up tlll. now, we have not
feceived any inlormation from the Bengal Government on the sublecl‘:.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Will Government take it from me that they

lave started clinics for the treantnemet ot

M -

- ' : - : bat March Session
oFre ction slip to the Assam Legislative Assembly Debates ( s
A

i in 1 Gazette
he 11th March 1944, published in the Assam tte,
1944), dateclt0C a0 ihe’ 1orh April 1944, Part VI-A.

Correction slip No. 1.

At page 214—

d and figure €10 tons” occurring in the speech of the

%l) ﬁ? tth. wszliyid Sir Muhammad Saadulla in paragraph 4 of the discussion

EIOéler (ihc allllez.‘c?ll «“The Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amendment) Biil,
'554.4.”, read the word and figure <10 cwts.”

(2) Before the words “The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir Muhammad Saadulla,”
put «k»  ond  ansert the following as a footnote—
*Speech not corrected. kS
A. K. BARUA,
Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.
A. G. P. (LA.)No. 33—192—23-9-1944. = P e ey




