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_grants has led to the occupation of

Proceedings of the Fourteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative

Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government of India
Act, 1935

TrHe AssemprLy met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m,, on Tuesday,
the 7th March, 1944,

PRESENT

The  Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das. Speaker,

, P . : in  the Chair, the ten
[Hon’ble Ministers and forw-nine Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(‘T'o which oral answers were given)
Scarcity of Fodder
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

*14. Are Government aware that rapid increase of population including immi-
making fodder scarce ? sl grazing lancs and pastores' fok iihe plough,

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

14.—No.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Will the
state what is the basis of this answer ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The inlormation w
have in their possession.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURIL: Have not Government received
several petitions complaining about the occupntion of grazing lands »

7The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALL: One or two,

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:  From what District, Sy

T'he Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I ¥om the District of 1,

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR C.HAUDI-;URI : Will Goverp ment be pleased to
lay on the table the report of the Special Oil}ccr who was engaged to enquire about
the adequacy ol grazing land in the reserves ? 5

1 The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: HU was deputed pot lo enquire into
the adequacy of grazing landE but to report as to Wl}a‘i-lﬂ}ld €an be made available from
the existing professional grazing reserves and not of grazing land. T}, report will be
laid in the table in conncction with another Question.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: As this includes ¢ professional
orazing reserves also, will the Hon’ble Minister bQ pl‘CaSCd to lay on the Salile o enoel
of the Officer who was asked to enquire whether t’hClC was more lapg - 5 ‘a;ud
reserves than would be necessary for the purpose ? 1 gr S

+The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: AsIhave all‘eady said. Sie. that
will be done. One copy of the report will be avqllable M Connectigy, wi;:h ainther
Question. If that Question does not come up; I V_Vlllibtaiiq SICPs  that in spite of that
Question not coming up, one copy of the report will be laid on e Library table.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Have Government received any represen-
tation from the Nadua public regarding encroachment on the gy, .- " © Z. "5

tThe Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALL: Ne ePresentation, Sir, but some
sporadic telegrams. )

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Isit a fict that the Government

have issued orders to the effect that any one who likes to settle in the grazing reserves,
can do so ?

Hon’ble Minister please

hich Government

:1k111mp ur.

TSpeeches not corrected by the Hon'ble Minister concerned.



128 QUESTIONS (Te1t MaR.
1The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNA \\".\V.'\l(. ALI: No, Sir, that is not the order.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Will Government be pleased to state
what is the exact scope of the orders passed on the subject as regards occupation  with-
out permission in the grazing rescrves 2 . '

+The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALIL: Pending the decision on the enquiry
made by the Special Officer those people who had already been on the reserve ki
not be disturbed so that 1f after the enquiry it was found that there were sufficient lands

then they will remain. ‘ ) '

Srint ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :  What was the last date referred to in
the orders ?  Occupation before a certain date was certainly mentioned cherein.

+The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Till the duration of the enquiry and
not later. If I remember aright, Sir, it was, in the case of tribal areas, the first of
January, 1942 and in other cases, the first of January, 1943,

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Docs the Hon'ble Minister remember
that before the Line Enquiry Committee sat in 1937 it was decided only to  consider
occupation before the st January 1937 and not after that date 7 Occupation after the
1st January, 1937 in the rcserves wis 5‘-}"‘“!}' I”'Oh'lf'!rfl'

+The Hon’ble Maulavi I\'IUN{\}NWA!"» ALI: 'This date is shifting from time to
time and during the Congress-Coalition Ministry, if I remember aright, they fixed some

later date. Ny
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR C”AU].)”UR‘I : -SIF, the Question is at what tume
after 1937 this unauthorised occupalion of grazing reserves took place?  Certain
reserves in Barpeta were occupicd before 1937 wrongly, but after 1937 was there any
unauthorised occupation in the grazing Ieserves o . ‘
+The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: There might be or might not be,

Sir.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAU[)HURI g What is the Government informa-
tion, Sir ? Was there any unauthorised occupation in the grazing reserves alter 1937 up
to 1942 ?

+The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: There might be some.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR (JHAU%HURI : In that case, do not the Deputy
Commissioners take steps to evict them -

+The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir, cviction cases arcin
courts,

" Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI : ] understand these eviction cases
were stopped after these orders were passed by the Government in 1944 or at the end of
-1943. 1Is thatso ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I now take up the next Question, i.e., starred
Question No.15. .

Report of Enquiry regarding the Jorhat Jail incident
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

#15. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table—
a) The report of the enquiry made by Government according to the assurance

iven during the Budget Session of the Asseml rardi

T]}cl)rhat e e B mbly, 1943 regarding the

b) ¢ name or pames of the persons who made the enquiry ?
. f ! " quiry :
¢) Whether the Superintendent of Police, Sibs at
(¢) G ol o thg S = > agar was present at Jorhat on
(d) Whether he was informed by thf:" .J_ail authorities or by any body else
before the police force was requisitioned in the Jail compound ?
¢) The name of the Officer who sent for the police ?
(f) ’;I“he name of the Police Officer who sent the police force ?

(2) Jl':i:lnpame of the Officer-in-charge of the police force who was sent to the
(h) The number of Jail inhabitants who were injured ?

TSpeeches not corrected by the Hon’ble Minister concerned.

1

r

. b



See b

oul
A

ol AU

: Commissioner
Jail Manual, Sjy ?

JUEST 129
1944.) QUESTIONS

The 'ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied : 15, (a) to (h)—The other
day iT:Ir[::rnllltc):ltliclw,tllcxfi1;1 an Adjournment Motion it wuls stated by the Hon’ble Prc:mcti
that action had been taken against certain officers :mc‘i in view of the Departmenta
proceedings which are now being taken against certain ollufc!‘s,.Go\'crnment do not
consider it desirable to lay down thc‘p:!pcrs on the ‘mblc at thls]unctm‘c‘. )

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CI_‘I:\UDI“IURI : Whether the report of the enquiry
was received by the Government ? 1 thm_k that Question can be :1n§:«vcrcd without
touching the point of sub-judice. At least (a) and (b) can be answered, Sir. T want to
know from the Hon'ble Ni”:‘l?lc:-whbthcr any case arising out of this incident has
. » gone to the court of justice.
.lrtu::'l'll)'llinllflfntl’l)lc: Srijut RU'I’.\‘ATH BRAHMA : | think, the
\\'hi]lc the proceedings are going on it will not be advisable to |
mhhérijut ROHINI KUMAR CE{AUDHURI 5

g in the criminal Court ?
e Tion ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA

~edings are Departmental. .
pmuT(f;:‘]-&BAIDYANA'I‘I.—I MOOKERJEE :  What is the harm in giving the names of
the persons who are implicated l'nrl‘hc matter ?

VT'““: Hon’ble Srijut R]UPi\l'Al Il‘I IBRAI-I ;\‘llx'\ - [IF the hon. Member wants to know

> information that may be done later on when the proceedings will be over.
i Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CH:‘\UDHURI: What is )"ourg:'uling, Sir, about the
point, I have raised that the Question Nos, (a) i.lnd. (5) can “be
judice to any enquiry ¢ith‘cr l?cpal'txl}gllt;llly or judicially ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The other day'thc Hon’ble Premier made s defifits
statement with regard to this matter. Is it not so ?

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR GHAPDHURI: Sir, T want to e
this Question after the close of to-day's b11511]c35,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T will sce to it later.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER :  As regards Question b), I cann it .
tion Ian there be in replying the Question “Q (©) Ot quite see what objec-

TThe Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : The De
ted a report and after that the Commissioner
enquiry into the matter and to submit a report.
a report. )

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :
is taking action on that report, Sir ?

TThe Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Certainly,

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I understood
made under the Jail Manual. Where does the

matter is still sub-judice.
ay the papers on the

Do T understand that 1o prosecution

I have already stated, Sir, that the

answered without pre-

a discussion on

puty Commissioner submit-
also was authorised to make an

And after enquiry he has submitted

Do 1 understand that Government

~

that the enquiry was
come in under the
TThe Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA -
per to make a further enquiry.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHUR] - M : - .
the Commissioner made the enquiry ? e B, Sir, under what rule,

TThe Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA -
that was under the instructions of the Government,

Sl‘l_]ut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDI‘IURI: Have GOVCrnment modified the rules

of the Jail Manual, Sir ? May I know when was the report of the Commissioner sub-

I think Government thought it pro-

Government thought it proper and

mitted ?

TThe Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : That is a differe i ir
_ fMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Tt is quite clear fro[;; Qtﬁgﬂaﬂ@in we
have just now heard from the Hon’ble Minist Deputy Commissionar stibe
mitted a report and may I know when that report was submitted tyo tl;c Gofi:m wient ?
It 1s not a separate Question. - }

TSpeeches not corrected by the Hon’ble Minister and the hon, Members concerned.
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+The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : [ cannot say just now,
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: When did the Commissioner hold

the enquiry ?

+The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : That is also rather a new Question

and I will require further notice of it.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Did the Commissioner agree with

the report of the Deputy Commissioner ?

+The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : That I cannot give out at this

[ must insist on

-

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, in that ca

a debate on this matter.

'I‘h(: I‘]()Ij,})lc th(,' Sl’]".AK!';I{ . \‘rﬁ, [ .‘]”l‘;‘.'.' M [’r'i;.”{(' 0l TEEZ'» mattel lllhlll"‘l
Rule 40. After the close of the business of to-day the debate will he taken up.

Public Health Assistant Surgeons

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN asked :
#16. Will Government be pleased to state
() Whether they have received any representation from any ol the Public
Health Assistant Surgeons praying for the grant of enhanced initial salary,
compensatory allowance and special pay ? '
(b) Whether they propose to consider the :‘]uw,liuu ol revising the rules to
‘ incorporate better prospects for these officers ?
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :
16. (a)—No.
(b)__ﬁ-gimrted food-stuffs : Control f pri f food-stuffl:
S : ntrol of prices ood-stuils
Babu LALIT MOHAN KAR asked - S
#17. Will Government be pleased to state.

(a) The namcs of dlﬂ"c.rr:nf: kinds of food-stuffs that are impoited in the Pro-
vince {from outside ?

(b) The quantity of cach of the said commodities that is imported monthly on
an average ? ‘
(¢) The quantity of cach of the said comyy dities. required monthly to  meeg
the requirements of the people of t]ll(:: ll’llfc:\;i;:(:((lzu':’ (
#18. Will Government be pleased to state. -
(@) TheGI:)E:fr:r(:rI('l)fn:?(i;;():irll?:::;lxi(‘?’ the prices wherceof have been controlled by
(b) thf;]}:;i;rzlhg?l p?f)P‘”SC to control the price of other commoditics, ¢ g,
sble Maulavi Sy 2. Pulses like mug, chhola ?
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA  replied :
17 (a).—>at, sugar, Atta and Floyr, ])y) and Gur
(b)—Salt—75,000 maunds. - : '
Sugar—40,000
Atta and Flour._330 000
Dal—50,000 maundy. Hams
Gur—7,000 tons for the year 1944,

¢)—The above quantitiec wi . 3 3 =,
s um( z'cquirements rgpresr:::;ef’ which are considered to be  suflicient to cover  the
it 4) —Salt, Sugar, Atta "lcllpphcs = pteed 1 fhum Proviua.
» 3 3 Rl 2 P
(5)—Price of Mug and érlln Flour, Dal and Gur as also rice and paddy.
hola hag alrcady been controlled.  Government aye

lating to control the py : .
oy = € Price of mustard oil, and they do not consider the coy,.

conte ice of spi
f the price ol spices necessary for the present.

trol ©

MaulaVi ABDUR RAHMAN

deal for want of sufficient supply of muIS it a fact, Sir, that people are suflering a greayg

stard oj] ?

._-—--"'_—._“—._—'

—_—ee—

’ble Minister concerned,

—
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The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid .\'i;-_ .\ll*Il_.\.\l_\l.-.\l) b‘."\.-\ll)l-.ulki{;aj;\n.d thlgoégnlti.“ti
Questi®n  arise, Sir ? 1 was asked to give the quantity of food-stull ¢ tro
PR . 'ble - SPEAKER :  Does not arise. : X

.{{'.'l:ull;::')in.-'l\)l]‘:l)l:l'(l{ RAHMAN : .-\rr Government aware lh::t the price of mustard
oil varies by at least 8 annas per seer lrnl.u the Bengal I\‘l:ll‘kt_‘ls 3 : -

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid .\:n‘ {\ll'll:\.\[.\[;\l) SAADULLA : ‘ 1 ::‘n not :T.\‘“L
what is the Bengal price but the price i our markets has gone up to Rs. 2 per :\‘(‘Ll.

Maulavi .'\‘B] JUR RAHMAN:  Will the Hon'ble Prime Nll.l\lSICI take it huu}‘ lng
that in Bengal markets it sells at Rs. 1-0-0 per seer,  whereas it sells here at Rs. 2

ore ?
. m'll‘h(' Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
answered that, Sir. 1 am not aware of the price prevalent in Bengal.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Is the Hml\‘hlc Premier ready to accept the state-

: which we make from our personal knowlec ge ?
N m'”w ‘llnn‘iﬂv Maulavi -\‘:li[.\'id Sir: MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If the hon.
Member can staie from his personal knowledge, 1 shall have to accept it. - ‘

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Isit not a fact that the prices of this commodity
vary in our parts ? . . _ ]

TThe Hon'ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
correct. 1 must cite an instance fer the information of the hon. Members i6 come il
their own conclusions. Secing the shortage of mustard oil in the Province, I ordered
for anindent of 10,000 tins of mustard oil from outside the Province. On arrival
hall of all the tins were found empty and a great deal of o] was lost. This may bo
either due to pillerage or leakage in the tins which were all very old as
not available in the market.

I have already

That is perfectly

new tins are

Supply of commodities at controiled rate

- b ¢l .

Babu LLALIT MOHAN KAR asked:
¥10. Will Government be pleased to state—.
(¢) Whether they arve :1\\'?11-. _th;\t. several commod khesari, motor
arahar and Gur, the prices Whereof have been controlled by ’Govern’

ment, are not avatlabl_ at that g »
i, Sl t has been made by @

b) What arrangemen § : 26 by Governmeng for the s '

( commodities at the controlled rate » s PR el e

iliCS, &.g.,

The Hon’::lc Maulavi Saivid Sir l\'IUHAR‘Il\-{AD SAA]‘)ULLA

10.a) & (b)— Government h:}\'(‘_ﬁ.\'@d prices of al)
Assam Controlled Commodities Distribution Order, ! . t
that they are not available at controlled rates. There is 5 sufhi i\flv_c no informatior
for sale to public, while sullicient quantities of other C'"“lllllocliti=§ i.lnt st‘ock of Araha;
which are depleted have been indented tor and it i \oped tl{ th-l 1C bresent stocks o
at the price fixed as soon as the supply is received, at they will be available

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURTY :
was absolutely unavailable for some months iy our
sioner said that there was none in hig stock for disty
in the market.

replied :
these commodities under the
1943 ang

Arc. QOVC1‘1111lei1t
plSll‘lCt ?
1buti0n

aware that Gu
The Deputy Commis
and there was none alsc
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Siy MUHA A
our Tstock position by the 1lst of (3 3 ;I.I.\{AR'ISSAADULLA: About Gur, Sir,
2,400 Maunds for the whole PI‘O_VIHCC)- This s > I the nelghbf)UI‘hé)od 0(;
we placed an order W}lh the United Irovmccs Pared to our necls, a}rl)
article to an extent ol 1,30,(?00 ma.undx P Bl ernments to ci‘sugp ybt 18
received by us. T sent the Secrctary of (e NOow not a maun as been

A, SUPPly Depare ; i the question
of transport of our commoditics from Bengal, He e 0 llg -

, i N 'turned only day before yesterday
TSpeech not corrected by the Hep
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and I have got his report this morni
AL L s > s ( 1. e has - N .
Pr;r;n[y Committee to allot some "-"al-;::lls‘ ‘{'I‘.l I:’:‘_h n able to (-r!!lu'l!.‘l e the ]{.—_;-_fq,,“_.ll
United Provinces and Bihar. We cx $and steamcrs for carrying of Gur from the
from the month of April next, xpect now that 900 tons cf Gur will start coming
+Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Are G
export of goods from Bihar ? ¢ Are Government aware that there is a ban on
+The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyi .
ban on export from Bihar, but tlllljc-l:.'l r]s” MUHAMMAD SAADI 'LLA:  There s no
on Government account. ] 0 not sell this article 1o ]a[i‘.'.nr travders unless 1t s
+Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : ’
enquiry whether all the r:untm]h-?]ll‘,:\ : Would Government be pleased to make an
+The Hon’ble Maulavi Sai J ”S!f']h' are available in Shillong - ‘
we have the rationing scheme ?ln)rfl"} Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: In Shillong
available in the controlled 3}1;, e Il 1}- quantity that are required under the scheme ‘”"'_
+Mr. BAIDYANATH {)I(_‘)l(“)l u:‘r:(;n!rullc-ci price.
contrqlled articles are available s [}K]".I{'-I]"]"': Sir, the Question 1s whether all the
TThe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid s!“: M””f’“.ﬁi market at controlled price ?
all the articles are available in 1?’.1:- Nl MlJ[A.\i\iAl) SAADULIA :  Excepting Guq
(.Starrc(! Question No. 20 \,\’;'”-h“km' I'here is a dearth of Gur only. '
Mabarak Ali was absent.) as not put and answered as the Questioner Maulayg
Suppl
Mr. BAIDYANATIL y.-worgc?;d.dy straw - to the Milicary
*2). Are Govérnment aw; ERJEFE asked :
to the Military ? are that paddy straw is being taken away for sunply
The Hon’ble Mr. NABA ' e
?1'\'/1_“5' A KUMAR DUTTA replied :
r. BAIDYANATH
Mlllta'_li‘y demand the cattle rOdd?(?F{]JR‘Jhl“: Arc  Government awarc that due Le
T he Hon’ble M 7 €r is IJCC()Inin r scarce 1 . Prawvinee 2 ’
. r. NAR g scarce in the Province -
there is no shortage of fod 3A KUMAR DUT (A : RTINS b _
tBabu KARUNP? (Sl'(IHI‘\Il]]; our Province g W THE SRR
'a . . I‘] o
a Shortage of fodd(ﬁl‘ in thc (U !<(JY' Are Government awarc that there 15

TThC Hon’ble Mr N SUl’l;ung;tn' g oy /
- NABA K ) Subdivision ?
eS0T UMAR DUTTA: It may be so during the rainy

tMr. BAIDYANATH
MOOKE ST
of paddy straw has been KLRJLL];: May I have an idea how much quantity

> uppli -
?I{‘/Ili-e ngrll];llfAhéR,NABe\ul:gd?\,fR?{ %I’]!tf}lfy during the year 1943 ?
no shortage of fodder ? LH MOOK]*‘,R]I?F[.J ITa: Gevernment have no information,
+The Hon’ble Mr. N JEE: What is the basis to know that there iy
is a Sgoﬁtagﬁgf fodder, ABA RUMAR DUTTA: There is no report that
rijut HINI KUM : re 18 ‘ there
- g3 AR C
a position to say whet HAU SR . oo
forl?fodder purpose ?e her therc was, I)CPHURI . Is the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge j,
+The Hon’ble Mr. NA ore the war, adequate quantity ! paddy stray
pefore the war to use P'add BA KUMAR DUT - o L
Srijut ROHINI Kuﬁgtraw as fodder I'A: There was no scarcity of fodd ey
tThe Hon’ble Mr. NA%AOHAUDHUI{I : Was tl surplus ?
fodder. R
Srijut  ROHINI KUy ’ i BiG WS Scarcity of
i MAR
gﬁfgggpig gaY whether the quantityct?k‘tU{_)HU RI: Are rovernment  now in "
T'I:hc Hon'ble Mr. NABA n for the Military purposc has at all affecteq
otherwise we would have recejy dU
Srijut ROHINTI KUMAR E}C
complaint on this subject, GOVe;-mI

M
AR DUTTA : It has not affected the people

omplaints {r :
KY By tgs o the raiyots.
DHURI: Do T understand that as there is

nent & :
assume that there is no scarcity of fodder ?
T o

£

T,Speech not corrected b )
¥ the Hon’ble Minister and the hon. Member concerned,
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$The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTT'TA - Yes, Sir. But we are cxhnrting
the people not to sell paddy straw to the Military,

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)
Abolition of the Shaistnganj-Hubigauj Branch Railway line

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked : . ‘ . B

6. Will (Inv(-rnm:rx.n In_- pleased to state w‘hctlu:r 1t 1s a fact that since the abolition
ol the Sh:xist;1g;n'{j-l_'l;1l:-15_:;111_; Branch Railway line the said town has also been cut oft’
from road communication ? _

7. Will Government be pleased to cenquire and state why the Sh;lismganj-Habig
Branch Railway line was abolished ? :

8. Will Government b_c pleased to enquire and state the names
in the Province that have since been abolished ? ‘

9. Do Government propose to.mm:c the proper authority to restore
ganj-Habiganj linc'as carly as possible : o .

“'The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur I\l;-\l_llll\'l SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

6.—No. The town of Habiganj 18 connected with the Road System of the district
by the Hubig:mj-Sh:list;lgufl_] Road, which carries motor traflic.

7.—The materials available by (hsm.'mtlmg the line were required by
‘Board for urgent work elsewhere.

8.—(i) The Khowang Branch between Moranhat and Khowang,

(11) The Cinnamaz‘:l~'1‘it;1]_3;1r §cct10n of" the Jorhat Railway,
(221) The Slmistaganj_—lflubxganj Branch.

9.—The Government of :\:3‘5;1:11 lo'dgud a strong protest l_mfm'c the line was abolish.
ed but the Railway Board considered it urgent and imperative that the Shaistaganj-
Habiganj line be dismantled.

anj
of Railway lineg

the Shaista-

the Railway

Government contribution to the Calcutta High Court

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED asked -

10. Will Government be pleased to state the amount of contribution
them to the Calcutta High Court in the years 1949-43 and 1943-44 ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :

10-—_* sum of Rs.1,30,000 has been paid on estimate on account of
of the High Court for 1942-43. No final debit has yet been raised by Be
year. The figupe of the estimate is corrected in due course with reference to actuals,

The contribution payable for 1943-44 s estimated by Bengal to be Rs.1,06,000, No
pPayment has yet been made.

Recruitment to Bengal Judicial Service
Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED asked :

) 11. Is it a fact that Munsifs from Bengal Judicial Service serve in Assam Specially
In the district of Sylhet and they also earn proportionate pension from Assam ?
12. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether any Assamese are serving in the Bengal Judicial Service ?
(6) If so, what is their number ?
13. Are Government aware that in the issue of the Assam Gazette of the 10th
November 1943, the Bengal Public Service Commission invited applications from
Muslim and Scheduled Caste candidates for 3 posts of Judges of Small Causes Court,

Calcutta, and that the natives of Assam were cligible for the posts according to the said
Notification?

made by

the share cost
ngal for thig

TSpeech not corrected by the Hon’ble Minister.
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14 If'lht: answer to (_lllr:stir”, 13 -if)u'.‘f' e il: ::‘.‘" afhimmmative weil)
PlcaSCd to (I“(l”il'f‘, and state how many bonafide Assainese candidates appls
posts and how many were called for interview by the Bengzal Publ
sion ?

L 15. ((I} \er“ (;()Vf:rlllnf:n[ be I’I"‘”U"'l to r':lrivlil" and state whether any ol the can-
didates from Assam were recommended  for the said posts
(b) If not, why not ?

16. Do Governmen! Propose to move the Government of Benzal to rescrve some

of its futurc .JUd'Cl""l appomtments for bonafid- qualificd candidates  from  Assa A

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replicd :
11.—Ten 'vl.u“Sl{S in Sylhet belong to the Bengal Judicial Service and earn propor-
tionate pension from Assan. |
12. (a) & o I h"l‘::‘ are t\-'«'rfi&’:’- members of the Bengal Judicial Service who are
patives Of giss 'Il-b); Atatiets . l'l"? hon. Member means  “natives of  the Assiun
Valley™, the Q_’ucsli()llj.f ;)('b,n.nt u](l”“l of a rcady answer, as Government L i
information at hand ol the actual place of origin in Assam of these twelve officers.
13.—Yes. l o
5 27 2 ave nc Pt ) ia -
Jae s S nll’n(ir;it(‘ 15'(:!‘vir-: i(u' ormation, and although they are prepared to enquare
3 : S ce (U i : :
from the L('ngd!, ub o thcmn,-(-)f”I-l-“W"m the number of bonafide  Assamese  appli-
cants, they do not u”.“ :l' : li .-‘L_w_.s entitled to ask  the Commission what steps the
Comrnission took on such applications,
4 ——Government are " _ ' .
- (d) - b)ll (? yointed ]“‘: 'Pn'lmu"(‘ to enquire whether any candidate from
Assam Were B0RE < :dlpll’ublic S s ¢ not prepared, or entitled, to ask what recom.
the Benga Scrvice Commission made.

mendations =~ F 5w .
our per cent, c . . 2 :
16.—A quolzjﬁ;am IA{‘u;r a C()f ,L-hl(' total recruitment has been  carmarked  for
g from . onsiderable  amount  of  correspondence withe  the

_candidate
Governme
- although t

.noal, this Government wi ' |
nt of Btﬂlﬁ h’avc i I‘Cf'crr(-r]n-un with some reluctance  accepted  this decision,
hey wou i “d sclection on the  basis of merit.

Grant-in-aid to Chapar and Bahalpur High English Schools

Srijut_IOGI?‘NDRA NARAYAN MANDAL asked :
17, Will Govcrnmcntfb((:gplcascd to state-——
i ames o over A ' = s . s
(2) ngalllpara}? fiment Aided High linglish Schools in the district of
s they propose to ;
(i7) W?;it?-?;gh Eﬁgl?sﬁl)s%};'ol? Increase the grants-in-aid to Chapar and Bahal-
}:]):)le Khan Bahadur M Ol8 up to Rs.100 each per month ?
ItIon(l) Birihora High si‘ffa“ SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
)= High School, (4) %OL (2) Ri}i_]'hOI‘a High School at Bahalpur,
entral  Girls’ High School at Goalpara,

The

y o iF
KriShnaI - 1 G' 1 ] H- i

morla irls” High Sc} : )
N. Me chool at Abhayapuri, (6) Kokrajhar High School,

(?',% J High School, (8) §

3) J- i " 4 3

E'?) ROkﬁkI;?!?10)gSapatgram Pub];:;u};iﬂz;dla High School at Dhubri, (9) Mankachar
High Sc qd;bad High School, {13) R, A ]t::'ny, (11) Golakganj Venture High School,
e it 3habanq:nriya High School at South Salmora,

. ) . h -~
Kert Girls’ High School a Dhulbri,
tion along with others during the next finan-

14) Lady ™ phey will receive consige
; (ﬂ)if fundsy permit, considery

E
mployees of Local Bodies

. ABDUR RAHMAN

l Y
];/{I}au‘lfﬁ'ﬁl Government be pleaseq asked -

to sty te——

Whether scrvi_ces of the ‘
(d) csscntlal services ? employees of Local Bodies have been declared as
Ifso Whether GOV(—:rnm
() M=:2 b ent haye (. s o st o
lities to those employCeS 2 > taken any action to give any spccml faci-

g

pd ettt

Py T
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( { . . ey
I‘(Nlitl‘,)‘ (@) Wil Government be pleased to  state whether the cmployees of Local
» >3 Ares . 3 . . . -
¢ entitled to free ration like the Government servants ? §
o l-\ ’) Are Government aware that the ¢ is an agitation among the said employ-
e SRR that shev o undergoing hardship due to financial stringency ?

Fhe I'Il)n'l)ln

18 (a). -Yes.
(6)-

Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY replied :
attached 't ]'i\illl]i{*il)l}l _sweepers m:s‘ :1ll‘0\\-¢-(1 rice at c_onm-s?;inn rates. &'Ivcnials
School l(-f.). ‘l;n(‘;ll Bodices 111)5[11.[;]14 will ;1|:.~.‘0 get the same concession. Lower 1 rimary
~'chers of Local Bodies are granted dearness allowance at the rate of Rs.3
PEr Mensem y5( Government are bearing 60 per cent. of the total cost involved.
~It is a matter for the Local Bodies to decide.
(;’}‘“(;t)\'crmnunt are prepared to accept hon. Member’s statement.

{a)-

:\‘Iillll.’l\‘i ABDUR RAHMAN: As regards Question No. 18(a) & (b), Sir, the
Question way ¢« Whether services of the employees of Local Bodies have been declared

3 Al services, and if so, whether Government have taken any action to give any
special facilities to those employeces 277 T'he reply is given only with regard to sweepers.
But I Want to know whether Government contemplate to give any facilities to the
111111151'01'1;11 stafl of the Local Bodies and to doctors as well ? '

TThe Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHA ' IDRA CHAKRAVARTY : This is a
matter for the Loeal Board, Sir.

) Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Are Government
of the Local Bodies is bad ?

TThe Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY
statement of the hon. Member.

. Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Arc Government aware that unless Government
give loans to the Local Bodies it is not possible for these Bodies to take anv steps in this
regard ;? ‘

.TThe Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY :
consider the loan applications of the Local Bodies very carefully.
) M.aulzwi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it not proper on the part of Government also to
1ssue dircetions to the Local Bodies that they may give adequate facilities to their em-
ployees during these hard days?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: I am sure
they are all very competent people and no directions from Government are considered
necessary

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May I know how many Local Boards in the
Province have given dearness allowance to their School teachers for which Govern-
ment are bCaring 60 per cent. of the total cost involved?

TThe Hon’bie Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: To give the
exact figure, I want notice.

aware that the financial position

: I accept the

We always

The Assam Finance Bill, 1944,
Thc_Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Now we are to take up consideration of the
Assam Finance Bill, 1944, clause by clausc. ¥

- There is only one amendment that stands

: in the name of Mr. Baidyanath
Mookerjee under clause 2.

Clause 2

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I beg, Sir, to move that in line 1 in pro-
Viso (t'z'c)1 of sub-clause C, for the word <¢half,”” the words ¢ one fourth * shall be sub-
stituted.
Sir, by this amendment I am not asking the Hon’ble Finance Minister to give
much. If this amendment is accepted, then the tea estates with a taxable income
of below Rs. 8,000 will be benefited. It will be found in the Bill itself that
in the case of individual, firm and other association of persous, that is to

1 Speech not corrected by the Hon’ble Minister (T.oncerncd.
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say in all cases other than Companies, on the first Rs. 1,500 nothing  will be o harged |
and I am sure that this proviso is meant for giving some relicf to the smatl ted cone
cerns. Now, in that case the Hon'ble Finance Minister cannot and should not have any
difficulty to accept my :nm'ndmf:ul. The tax is payable in case the net income excecds
Rs.3,000 and by this proviso a little relief is given to those who pav tax on the Amoung
of Rs. 4,300. ihose who pay tax on Rs. 4,400 will derive no bencfit out of this,
So, Sir, practically nobody will derive any benefit Now if iy amendment is age

cepted then the gardens with a taxable income below Rs. 8,000 will be benelited o
a certain cxtent.
According to the original proviso, for an income of Rs 4,000 the tax

:'.5“ '.')r.
- . g L]
Rs. 625 and if my amendinent is accepted the tax will be Ra, 250, 1

f the taxable
income is Rs, S,UUU the tax .‘l(:r:ur([in;( to the Bill will be Rs. 781 and if s amend.
ment is accepted, it will be Rs 500, For Rs, 6,000 the tac will be Rs. 937.3 ang
according to my amendment it will be Rs 750, For Rs. 7,000 the tax wil be
Rs. 1,093-12 and m:r-or.(lmg to my amendment it will be Rs.1,000.  Finally in the i
of Rs. 8,000 the tax will be Rs.1,250 according to both means of calculation and ..;“
there will be no difference at Rs. 8,000,  Sir, those tea concerns which will Pay g "
on an income below Rs. 8,000 will derive some benefit. 1t should o

; also be noticed th
those who will be at the bottom will get greater bengfit than those who will be ¢t [l“t
top, that is, necarcr to Rs. 8,000. The more the income the less the relicf. e
I hope, I have fn"‘d'f myself quite clear to the Hon’ble Finance Minister
connection, I think it will not be out of place to mention what the Hon’ble Prepg;
the then Finance Minister, as well, said in 1940. “ We want 1o gather knowledg,. -
experience. and until we find what amount can be collected and how far the iy
sition of the tax hits our Poor tep planters or other assessces under the
cultural Income-tax Act, Government have
50 per cent. the income that is proposed to be recovered from this source,
do not know what will I"" the income from this source
report from our Assistant  Commissioner of
ting upon either the poor or ])Ip; (';qjit;,]
these circumstances, Sir, we think, that thjs
riod of 4 yecars we can very reasonably expect that Government are jn 2 POsitio
know the I'C.::ll Statcgf’ affairs and havye satisfied themselves that the paltry %
volved in this amcndment ay very casily be spared.  Government will lose
insignificant suin by a((iccptmg my amendment. But though this amount will be
insignificant to ‘thc H;uvcrnmcnt, I can assure the House that it will be of
great help to the small tea concerns why are struggling all along for their very (V\(l »
- “Nga

, ith these words, Sir, T |
tence. - Wit N 2€g to resume my scat and [} i A ;
ment will be accepted by this Houge. ) wpe that my amenq.

3 P )
The Hon bll_e t};c. S1 j-‘%Klﬂ!_(i The amendment moved :
esphal I Cane -k PYOVEsn (i) ol sub.clanse €. for the word ¢ halfl.? tl
¢ one fourth s’lf)bc’ﬂ:l Iﬁ;ﬁ?jh‘tulCd'” > hall,” the Wordg
Tthzci?:tl this amendvéleﬁEDg%_ MATIN CHAUDHURI - Sir, I am afrajq 3
< tehw days ago when  the Bill was introduceq an I
L c.Housc the grievances of the small tea cnncm.:]d
not allow us to_make any reductioy, oA Into .thcm. Ou_r budgctary pos-it.im), Sir, docs. 3
As 1 said during the last fey, . our income which we can legitimatcly claj, S
we accept the proposition thag theys rS]thc tea gardens have made profit and cvcnlf‘
we shall require more data to g0 i mall tea concerns are struggling for their eXistep 1
any reduction of the rates, Undmto the matter before we can commit oursel
the amendmcnt. &r thcse circumstanccs, I am sorry, I cannot
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER-
¢« That in line 1 in proyigg (..' he question is:
¢« one fourth * shall be SU]JStitu[(idziz of sub-clause G, for the word ¢ half,” the worg
The question was negativeq, - s

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER LT ' _
¥ € question

In thig

. by
"Mpoo

Agrig
Ase !)\r
We
ANy

era.

no intention to change or decre

; we have not secen
Income-tax as to how this tax is op
tea industries of the Province. Ung

motion is premature.””  Now, alter a cr

(‘:?}1;1;? Mr. Mookerjee brought hef,

1 gave the assurance that we sha]]

ves to
ElCCth

Bill. is that clause 2 stands part of the

The question was adopted,
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER @ The question is that clause 1 stands part of the
Bill. : ;

The as adopted. ) .

]li:i (ll{l:::’lll:l}::l \:l:(‘ l.\'l’{".:\l-{l’.l{: The question is that the title and preamble of
the Bill stand part of the lBill. |

The sL10 ‘as adopted. .

:I]:: ;{1‘:;:[;:1:1 .\\\I;lml;n‘il ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move
that the Assam Finance Bill, 1944, be passed.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Mbution moved :

¢ ‘That the Assam Finance Bill, 1944, be passed.” i

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as a l‘(‘.l)rcscnt;\n}-c of
the Indian tea planters in this House, T think, it is my duty to oppose the passing of
this Bill.  Sir, T do not know whether the Hon'ble Finance Minister thought, after
hearing my speech two minutes ago while moving my :111}:‘11(1:11(‘11":, that T would be
benefited if my amendment was accepted.  But I can tell him that it was not the case,
Sir, I wanted some relief for the small tea concerns which are struggling _fOl" Ehcir
very existence from  the very beginning. Before the Tea Control Act came into force
these small tea gardens were about to be closed. They raised a loan at 2 very high
rate of interest, and some of them had to scll their property even ; but after the Act
came into force and after export quota licenses were issued thcsc_small concerns, hy
selling their export quota rights, used to get something and with the profits thev
made they had to pay back their debts.  And before they could tully recover, the Prices
of export quota rights had fallen ; rather, there is no market for the export quoty
rights. It may very well be said that t]n‘s_c gardens may enter mto contracts with
Government, but as I said the other day, Sir, these small concerns for W hom [ am
speaking, many of them have not got factories, and those who have got factorieg they
are not well-equipped and the teas produced in these gardens are much below the
standard and are not accepted by the Government. Sir, when this is the state of
I think, it is the duty of the Government to look to the interest of these small cong
Sir, if Government think that they are only a machinery for collection of
taxes and not for looking to the interest of those who are paying taxes and r
the Government, in that case, I have nothing to say. If they admit this
and good ; if they do not admit this then they should do something fo
all-—small and big, Juropean and Indian. P

Sir, in this House we have heard many absurd things. As for example, wi
University Bill was before this House, I said that because there was no location
Bill for the Univcrsity, it was a University, which, in a Sylhetee word, might be
baital.  Objection was then raised and you, Sir, explained that baital
bigatasthal.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKLR : I do not understand how this is relevant here

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: 1 will show the relevancy, Sir, if .
allow me a little time. e You

Sir, the Hon’ble Prime Minister while replying said that as I came from Bey,
to Sylhet I was a bigatasthal and therefore I called the University a bigatasthal . Sir,

111.5-3"5,
€rns,
rents and
tVenues (o
s s e
I' One apq

en the
in the
calleq
Meant

gal

: > & a8 ! . SVCES e ) ca
anybody even magine that Sir Muhammad who is a Salyid, is an original mhabit.{nr;
of Assam ; certainly his forefathers came from outside Assam ? It for COming from

Bengal to Sylhet which was once a part of Bengal I am characterised as g bigatasth gy
then Sir Muhamm ad whose predecessors came from a far distant country, sﬁou]dlg .
called a mahabigatasthal Sir, even yesterday the Hon’ble Prime Minister sajd that the
zemindars were blood-suckers. Sir, it reminds me of a story. A certain complainy ‘
appeared before a Munsif and wanted to place his case direct to the Muns;if, 'f']?t
Munsif asked the man to engage a pleader. The man replied that he was 5 p00e
man, and could not afford to pay the pleader. The Munsif then said “‘y, d

; ; U cap
nowadays get a pleader [or only four annas®>. The man said *“I can of course Spare
four annas, but I don’t t mk I can get any pleader for four annas®. The Mungsir

then told him to go under the banyan tree standing nearby, where he would ge¢ ,
pleader for four annas. Accordingly, the man went under the banyan tree ang gfsked
a pleader to conduct his case. The pleader demanded a fee of Rs.2. The man thep
told the pleader that the Munsif babu told him that nowadays pleaders were availahja
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at four annas, Then the pleader remarked that those pleaders who used o conduet
cases for four annas had all become Munsifs. “The man then went back 1o the Munsif
and told him that the |:!l':arirr had said that all those i'-".u!r:'. who used to conduct
cases for four annas bad all become Munsifs, and that nobody was willing 1o come with
a fee of 4 annas.

Sir, the Hou’ble Prime Minister, who, being the first Citizen of the Province, is
representing the whole Province, forgot this fact yesterday when he said that the
zemindars were blood-sickers.  Here 1 like to say, Sir, that the present  zemindars are
not blood-suckers, but the Ministers have all become blood-suckers nowadavs.  The
present Ministers have taken the place of former Zemindars who might have been
blood-suckers.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 do not vet sce how this is relevant, - ©

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Sir, my point is this. If the Ministers
forget that they represent one and all in the Province it becomes an untenable position
for the p(:f)pI{: of this I"rOVIn(;c. "vh)' every one should be cursed for the fault of one
man ? 1 may be at [.ault according to the Hon'ble Prime Minister which I am sure -
I am not but th t 1810 rcason why the entire class should be cursed and termed
as blood-suckers. ‘T'he sleves are trying here in this House to point out and to blame
needles for their holes.  If zemindars are blood-suckers the Ministers are greater blood-
suckers, this Bill.........

“The Hun’b]c.H:c.SI’I')AKl".R: Does the hon. Member mean o say thot thisis g
blood -sucking legislation ?  (Laughte.)

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEFE : Yes, Sir, quite so, you have put it very
rightly and have m'mn.mscd‘my labour, y

I think now it 1s quite clear to the whole House, | again appeal to the hop,
Members Of. this H_ouse that_thr:y should oppose this Bill and am assuring them  that by
opposing this Motion there is nothing by which I will be benefited., 1 am speaking on
behalf of some poor tca concerns and these concerns belong  to the poor Indians.  If
they have gotany sympathy_for their own countrymen, I think, the hon. Membeps
a]'O'Shotl}l)IdB's]‘lleoft my Motion.  With these words, Sir, I oppose the Motion for

assing the Bill.
v ‘ as avfa [ : . )

E‘i?:ndgon the right, much better than h?:‘}'lztsrcfmiz(f, I(}E::l;z;:lcrl.)(ld" RUkiths cask ok my

Sir, I am neither a tea planter—I dg pot ¢ own a single share in any tea concern (&

—nor am I a socialist or a comrade like m Frie K .
same, Sir, I think that the conditions of fher't,nd Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy. All the

. . small tea concerns should have receiv 2

; : & e Fiie
stPathcttl;Crcozifg:g;g::)fm"i‘nthc Govyrnrncnt. Sir, the words ‘poor tea cuncerns(E
scem r.?rﬁﬁ_‘Faﬂ,,. Ta: uy ;art-of:ﬂcanmg. It is just like golden earthen vessels

‘C"TT'-TF.'I : e o i s e Country there is an adage which goes on to say 2
«“If you ’ snake m]ght come out of it”. It -l \Friend

M Mogrlfgrégit:};%dc?;g gﬁ%f)d the passing of the Agricultural Income-tax Bill and gq
he dug rns and so he has got tr}r:mg of the Bill attacks the very existence of the sma)j
b (E;)tr:;-ewho opposed toathgand ;??ak(:. But I think, my Friend, the present Finance
Mllm st some sympathy for the @il the Agricultural Income-tax Bill should now have
e5 C}E: 1, therefore, request IS?_Oor tea concerns about whom the Opposition spoke SO
S e ) O that a¢ some future time the Hon’ble Financg

Minister may take the case of these e :
deration. - Poor tea concerns into sympathetic consj.

The Hon’ble Maulavi App
given the assurance that the Cagii*ofl_\’tIATIN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I have c’llready

’poor—~will be locked into and Wi he small tea conccrnS*ﬁI_ do not think t}_]ﬁ'}' are
not in a position to say anyllling__ Will see if they need any relicf, Beyond this I am,
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA

after the Bill is passed ? Isit that their cases will be considereq

B
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The Hon'’ble the SPEAKER: The question
““I'hat the Assam Finance Bill, 1944, he passed.™
The Assembly divided.

18 :

Ayes—40 .

1. The Hon'ble Maulavi Saivid Sir 19. Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf.

Muhammad Saadulla, 20. Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan
2. The Hon’ble Mr. Naba Kumar Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhun.

Dutta. 2. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
3. The Hon’ble Maulavi Munawwar 22. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed.

Al 23. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat
4. The Hon’ble Srijut Hirendra All.

Chandia Chakravarty, 24 Maulavi Muhammad Magbul Hus-
5. The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi saan Chaudhuri,

Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhuri. 25. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur
0. The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Nath Rahman.

Saikia. 26. Maulavi Sheikh Osman Ali Sada-
7. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul Matin

gar.
Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett.
8. Mr. N. Dawson.

Chaudhuri.
8. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mau-
lavi Sayidur Rahman.

29. Mr. E. H. 5. Lewis.
9. The Hon’ble Miss Mavis Dunn, 30. Mr. D. B. H. Moore.
10. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath Brah- 31. Mr. C. W. Morley.
ma. ) 32. Mr. R, A, Palmer.
11. Srijut Joges Chandra Gohain. 33. Mr. P. Trinkle.
12. Babu Kalachand Roy, J4. Mr. A. Whittaker.
13. Rai Sahib Doulat Chandra Gohain 35. Mr. Benjamin Ch, Momin
14. Srijut Surendranath Buragohain. 36. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Dgas.
15. Maulavi Abdul Aziz. _ 37. Srijut Bideshj Pan Tantj,
16. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhuri, 38. Rev. L. Gatphoh.
17. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan. 39. Mr. C. Goldsmith,
18. Maulavi Abdur Rahman, 40. Mr. Jobane D. Marak.
Noes—13 :
1. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. 8. Babu Nirendra Nath Deb.
2. Babu Bipin Behari Das, 9. Srijut Purandar Sarma,
3. Srijut Ghanashyam Das. 10. Babu Rabindra Nath, Aditya,
4. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen. 11. Babu Shibendra Chandra Biswag
5. Babu Karyna Sindhu Roy. 12, Khan Bahadur Maulavi 1\fIahm'ud
g. Babu Lalijt Mohon Kar. Ali.

- Srijut Rohin;j Kumar Chaudhuyi. 13. Babu Sanat Kumay Ahir.

The question was adopted.

The Assam Local Board Elections

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER:

(Emergency Provisions) Bill, 1944
in the name of Babu K

There are two amendments., The first
aruna Sindhy Roy—

Clause 2
*Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: 1 beg, Sir, to move that in the

] Proviso, fo
the erd§ ““31st March 1945, the words “31st October 1944 shall be substituted . )

Sir, it has been the persistent demand in constituencies, specially in rury] areas
that there should be ‘clection’ again. Government cannot defer election on the plea

o 1 - Regarding the redistribution of constituencieg
and increase in the number of Constituencies, if figures are available, it is a question
of 15 days for a capable officer.

! ! Now if the polling centres are increased, election may
be held at any time of the year.

' People do not grudge to stop a day’s work for casting
their votes. During the last Assembly elec tivators

one jg

tion 65 per cent. of the boro cul

*Speech not corrected.
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time when boro sowing was in full swing. Exvpenscs can bre iminimi
ot A hcial polling officers are  appointed. Before elec et Eesioral Rl
must be 1evised ; every qualified voter should be entitls 1 L i lectoral Roll
with these few words, I commend my Motion to the acceptance of the House
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [he amendment wnoved . C e
«That in the proviso, for the words *31st March, 1945', the words, *3)s
October, 1944’ shall be substituted.”’, words, “3lst
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: “Mr. Speaker, Sir, as I said the other dav the |
posc of this cxtcn.‘iiuu is only to adjust census higures for the ;:“J:-;-,_-'-y..: '4 i Hm‘[;l :;I-
constituencies. Now, what the Ministry proposes to do 15 to t!:l' rease i ‘. t )
members in the Local Boards. They have alrcady taken about 3 -.,-. ,’l",r-.-..-uﬂvniﬂll lii!
not thi.ak they should take more than what has been proposced by : v tl 1' B b
Karuna Sindhu Roy, that is extension up to 31st of October. l' :]:,I,:;‘ .I.'f['-:' e
of time ther¢ will not be any difficulty to finish consultation '(l!.’ b Hll)li 'L' l.h
th the different Local Board authorities. The census l:-,:;rlrnz :r ' \tl't I.“i.
hands about 3 ycars ago and there 's no justification for further time I.;‘x q ;: ;(' 'llr 1.'(|‘!I1HI]“( ‘
rives us an assurance that they will also take up other necessary -.'n;u 1.nl'mr,n,t-. to l:lnl
cx;Sting LOCEII Sclf'(.;()Vt‘.rl’liur;“[”A(”’ I l]li!l]—;, we may be H;'lf'l".lirlll' O postpone clecti i
till the 31st March, 1945. 5ir, the present Local Srf]l-iicﬂ'r:mm-nlt ‘-\l. L ois -\II'IH””
It was passed about 3 decades ago and it is quite in the fitness nl‘lhi:l;:f;

voted at the

space
officers or wi

obsolete.

that the Minislr"y should take up the consideration of all necessary amendments to the

existing Act. They Sh(.JUId not be satisfied only with increasing the number of :ne'mlu-rtx
| Boards. 5o before we decide our course of action, I want to know “.““.'

of the Loca
the Hon’ble M
is, whethcr he
the number O
necessary amen
do it, I do not sc€ an

for one year. g )
1 Y onble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHARRAVARTY : “There are two

amendments. g -
Thcd].{'onhb]cs;:}:f Blilaiating 1 ilads e it, but I did not sce the hon NMembep
concerned 111 is . - . :

-« ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: My hon. Friend Mr. Mookerjee hag

Srijut news from his home that 1}
o s S b at his N, = s :
just recelvifl e the SPEAKER :  The 8 nu;t}u.r in-law is reported to be very ill.
Thcd S next *amendment i that case is not going (¢
be moved- vl : ; ' s to
The Hon'ble T 7 ﬁ);ltliilLNoDRﬁ CHANDRA GHAKRAVARTY: [ find Ir
the amendment ::fc held very Cr’ll.r]y cirllbcr that he is very cager to see 1}:11 I e
s arly. 5 ¥ Tas : ¢ thi wocal
Board election tre Local Bo: can say, SIir, that Governn :
anxious =7 secstf;ll::ire. Sir, 1 tricjrﬁ:1 Clecuo_ns can_be held as carly ag )l(i:f_‘] llf L;I'Ot s
nen. Memf;rfor considcration in thi:Ifi:;pIam} e b s GUVCI‘I!n{chL) (;vhli‘ll: :.]lm
Bill came€ . 1 as fi use the other day. Had ther e
¢ as well as from ma ‘there not . .
from the 11(3111‘13)1;  evised and more Sﬁg?t}; Oithc Merbers that the Local IS((:;I?(JJCZ:;':};:;:]‘HKI
basilsl of increased population as i i);l;lq be allotted to different constiLumtxci(-l;c:l-
the d there not been demand from the m‘i‘t’;(‘e{talllcd in :]_1(:_ recent ¢census ol 19‘1111
eoplé; the Ahoms and the Triba] lority communities, such as Schedul
cast&lg gcnefal election under the e};iStinPC()plc, it would have been easier for us to o
for e K.AMINI KUMAR SEN - g ruﬁl(:g. ‘ o ! call
n a point of information, Sir. Is it not a 4y
s L

. ment have already decide(.l

o constlﬁueﬂ0163~—tlle Plantity?qk(e]cp the three existing constituencies ? The
hin e ting Gonst; ; o8 5 re

Mu adan Clopg; nstituency, the Muhammadan Constituey,.

itu -
ency. Is it not a fact that Government hay
2 ave

inister lll-chargr: whether he still sticks to his original proposition, that
proposcs o bring amendments of the rules for the purpose of i!lt‘-l't'-'tai;; "
f members or whether the Government arc agreeable to  take up U”“:-L‘_
d ments of the existing Assam Local Sell-Government Act Unless the ',
y reason why this House should grant them a ['l”..“”.l. (‘.\:l‘cns]l,?,

* Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee to move . . Clase 2 ey
That in proviso to clause 2, for the words
lines, the words 31st December 1944 > gpap
T Speech ngy

€c
3lst Ma . ;
e rC] 40 3y - N -
be "UbStiuueJ_ 1945 ** occurring in  the first and the last

corrected by the hon. Member.

";v“f'i»: enr
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already, asked the Commissioner as well as the Loceal Board
in the matter on the basis that there will be only three const
three constituencies, and that there will be no se
Caste W, Community ? o

']";T(.[]Il‘;},',}‘}llﬁ:rn Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA (‘.ll.-‘\K‘RA\';\R'%\ 2 Govcn_lment
not finally decided how many constituencies !hcrc-. will be, I'hey lmvg‘. s1 {nply
asked for certain figures and certain District Officers might have been asked for giving
figures about certain communities, but it is also true, Sir, lh;lt_ l have Vavkcd tor llgurt‘b: of
the Scheduled caste, Tribal and also Ahom Community. So, Sir, I thirk, the contention
of the hon. Mover of this amend ment that it 1S a very easy thing to get thv.sc ilgurcs 1S
NOt correct.  T'o get all these ficures it would cert inly take a considerable l.1m‘c for, the
District Ofticers are to collect these figures and supply to the Government. Besides that,
Sir; we want to know {rom which area of the Subdivision, h’“[“, which ]“C“ht}' of the
Subdivision there is a considerable increase so that we may definitely know how many
increased seats we will have to give to those localities. 2l

Now, Sir, about the suitability ol time, of course, Mr. Mookerjee 1S not here, but
the time suggested by Mr. Roy will be too inn_(lcquam for our l‘)ISII‘l(‘.t Officers to
gather the figures.  Besides that, sir, even if the figures do come by br‘ptembt‘.r, Go\-ern_
ment will have to ask the District Oflicers for the preparation ol 'thc Preliminary
electoral roll and its printing and publication and then the publication of the fina]
clectoral roll which will take a considerable time. So, unless two or three Monthsg®
time is given it will be absolutely impossible to achieve the purpose. Besides that, Sir,
in October we may have an Assembly Session, of course it rests with Hijs Exce
when he will eall ‘the Sesston,  but it is very likely as the Puja Holidays wil] b
by September this vear,

authorities for their Oopinion
ituencies and not more than
parate constituency for the Scheduled

have

Iluu(:}"

: Smislnls € over
His Excellency may like to call the Session in October, 1f that
be so, it will be very difficult for our hon. Members who are wanting to contest j
the election to remain preseat  in their

- n
at time,. Besides
: _ > plenty  of rains even at
time for holding a general clection: i)
unot aceept the proposal of the hop

own constit iencies at th
and there might be
ay not be a very convenient
On these grounds, Sir, 1 think, we ca
over of this amendment.

‘The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The question is :

““That in the proviso to clause 2. for the words ¢ 31st March 19 15 °

this, cultivation time will be hardly over
that time and it m
this.

M

ety

¢ 31st Octoberl1944 ° shall be substituted.”

The question was negatived.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

“‘That clause 2 stands part of the Bill.” =
1¢ question was adopted.
he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

“That clause 1 stands part of the Bill.”

The question was adopted.

'1:he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

“That the Title and Preamble of the Bill stand part of the Bill,”
he question was adopted,

The Hon’ble Sirjut HIRENDR A CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY .
nove that the Assam Local Board Elections
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The
“That the Assam Loc
pPassed >’

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :

the words

. SiF, ¥ beg to
(Emergency Provisons) Bill, 1944, be passed
Motion moved : ! .

al Board Elections (Emergency Provisions) Bill, 1944, be

May I know from the Hon’ble Minister whether
a fact that the Commissioner of Divisions has already written to the Tespective

ocal Boards intimating that election will he postponed till o1st March 1945, even
before the Bill was introduced in this House ? »

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CI—IANDR(\‘GHAKRAVARTY:

is correct.

that the information given by the hon. Member _ :
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May 1 know, Sir, on whose authority dijq the
2

Commissioner write to the respective Local Boards

it is

I takc: Si l‘,
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‘T"he Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY . I he Commiss
sioner might have known, Sir, that the Bill is coming up before the Legislature.
The difficulty is there, Sir, i’ the clection 1s not ,,.-‘H]‘.;,r.: a lot of work has to
be done and perhaps  he gave proper directions to 'his officers that they might
look to other works. He might have given such instructions.  Itis very natural
because our officers ar= hard worked and they cannot be  kept engaved in work which
may ultimately serve no purpose. '
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, I wish tospeak  a few words on
the Motion that is before the House, ' ‘
First of all, I will turn to the Statement of Objrcts and Reasons wherein the llnn'l'l“

Ministcr«in-(:lmr;;f: says: ‘“The increased population hgures as res caled in the Census
of 1941 have I-{iVCH risc to wvarious plnh!i':n’, touching  representation ol various
communilii‘s, !‘Cdi“ilf_“"rll_i'nl of constituencies anc. various other ¢-|,;,g.-.]|,,-,,(;.,[ adjust-
ments. The examination of these problems requires a prood  deal  of detailed

information and Government arc in correspondence with the District Ofhcers to furinsh
the necessary details. 'I'llu: collection of these details will require a considerable time
spccia”}’ because of the fact that Government officers in the districts are [,;._-..,1-4'|1i:i!?(1
with war work”.

1s it not a fact that .th" same reasons were put forth when the verdict of the
House was sought ina similar  Motion for postponing the clection in the ycar 1941 ?
There, it was specifically stated that as the census figures would not be available till
Jate in the year, the Local Board Election had to be postponed. Tt is rather curious,
Gir. Government arc treating us with the same argument in the year 1944 alfter a
lapse ol three !0“!-{ years. Of course, in the interval there had been some vicissitudes
in the fate of t.hc Ministry. But nevertheless the Government ol Assam was func-
tioning. Why did not the officers collect the necessary details within this long period ?
1 submit, Sir, this p::rucular. plea can hardly be supportc:d now. Government have of
late appointcd_ so many special  officers with justification and without any juslili(:;uinn.
After all that it (10(:5‘ not lie in their mouth to say that a special olflicer could not be
appointcd to cxal.:mn‘c thfl:‘ whole situ_at.ion_ in the light of the 1:¢:nsus‘l;lglu'cs of 1941.
They should not have re icd on the District Officers who are said to be pr(:~m:ctl|Jicd
with war d_utlcs. ) )

In this connection, I wish to refer to another weighty matter. Tt is the Assam

Self-Government Act, 1915, whicl rns : al sc * or anststitil
Local oo old and rc;ttcn, ’ 1 governs all our local sclf-governing Institutions.

ans A:;’:nl;nt in Assam. People’s j‘i\c?cldts mnjls it is a negation of the very soirit of Self-
Gover ) e : ple’s as and requirements have und 1
2 A e wec ol Te i . . > undergone a complete
nge within thi Zp s tis ludicrous ;
?E;;ilgof the year 1915. ous to ask us to be governed by that old

: : , —
So, I submit that the Hon’ble Minister should not rest contented with only

. =2 the constituencies and the re .
adJUStmg‘ . et _ representation  of the various ¢ P
ust take ule aﬂ . t%e Lean;cs't the work  of amending the whole A'Ummumtlc.s._ He
really be styled a ocal Self-Government Act ct so that it can
* .

aulavi ABDUL AZIZ . : o )

brl\ﬁit that already there hachIVIr: Speaker, Sir, Ilike to oppose this Bill. 11
6 Su‘.d i e any further pose been  three postponements of this elec . " 1t} Ak
shou ostpened for Hires lponemcnt. I submit, Sir, the clecti ey
has been I:he are having t} ,ONE years on account of war Si C.lon i lo\ng duc. 1t
America, Y : & their elections in spite of 5 o r, even in England and
here iD the war zone we h pite ol the great war,  Though we are

ave no acty: s .

- ual participation i

little ground for postponement I pation in the war. So i
very of Local’ Board clections any further. {186 litind Sy

L | hc lea thc Hon’bl(: M.l -5 r f f i tl I e
P niste ha.S ’)UI orwa d ill avour o ]iS Bil now iS t}l
i b ”

; taken up by .y
me which was P by the Mj :
saostponement of the clection, Thi;us'try In the past three years also when they wanted

Rt . F 15 a . §
inistry must have taken measures ¢t c “new Bill and during the last three years th
peen ready by this time for fregh ¢ olect facts and figures and they ought to 1 .
ostponement ol election any el cction.  So, I submit, Sir therz ought 1o have
péstponement of election. er. With these words, I beo ltsono S — i;Or
- ) . oppose
¥ —— 5 PT the

® 3
peech not corrected by the .. Marmiber
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hine Hon'ble Mautavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Hon. Member
\‘\\],m.}.‘-“.!.\. JUSt now x\[i:ltlkl:? 1“.“.'1::(1! that general elections are going on in England and
; m-!*l:\'l. 1Ay we be enlichtened what clections are going on ? ]
Q 1_.:}“]‘“1 ABDUL AZIZ: I read in the papers that clections are going on thcr.c.
tfl('(‘ti(;:::'lm ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Not general  elections but bye-

N1, ;
prr)s;lt:\cild(l:fi":l\;: ;}ll§ll)_L3I, AZIZ: Yes, bye-clections
Maulay; a2rly general clection. ) . ) .
Bill, 1 }““I ABDUR RAHMAN : Before 1T give my assent to the passing of ’thls
!\liiljliﬁt:?rm:}l\;.’ I should make some points very clear. May lrcql‘wst ‘Lh.c H'mi\‘b_lc
the Hoiss - 2 shotld be irote sarinst i fulllling the promise lu,‘lm_s made 1n
R S¢ that he would not come forward before the House with another Bill like this
Bipme Hig SXPIry of the 31st March, 1945 ?  Well, this is a promise which we have been
hc:n'n;lg from (})e Ministry since after the general election became due. In the year 1940
or 1941, the then Hon’ble .\‘[‘mislcr-in-éhnrqc of Local Self-=Government came forward
w:lh . CMmergent Bill like this asking the House for an extension of one year only.
We !)CI“.‘\'C(! honestly that they would be true to their word and they would not be
- ard  with any such Bill asking the House for another extension.
st maere SOOI extension was given for two years and we agreed to that also. The
:;'.‘:_l ti‘l‘".*lttcn‘ﬁ'lon Was given by the 93 Government. _This is the third time, prolr)::.bly,
17, Ve haye been asked to give our assent for postponement of election. There
have alrcady been three postponements of election. Now the Hon’ble Minister-in-
charge shoulq Seriously consider that he would not come forward any more before this

House w1t-h f“}’lhcr request to give our assent for further extension of election which
Sriiar oy M€ to take place even after 31st March of next year, 3
Srijut SURENDRA N

ATH BURAGOHAIN : Sir, I share the anxiety of the hon.
Members of this House not to secure any more postponement of election of Local
1.50‘"‘(‘5’ the Members of which are certainly remaining too long in their office. So
far as the 1on-Muslim minorities are concerned these communities have not at all been
represented in - thege existing Boards. But, Sir, in spite of that, I am alraid, if this
Bill is throwp, out the parties which will most suffer are the non-Muslim minorities
}Vthh_Ell‘p hitherto not at all represented in the clection to these Boards. So it is
in  thejr terest that 1 want to lend my support to the Motion moved by the

Hon’ble clicited from the

are going on and there is a

forw

. Miinister, The House will remember that I had
Hon’ble Ministep

he G the other day, when the consideration of this Bill was taken up, that
e , . 2 PR
g:gcrs (fl‘ncinmcnt was going to secure the representation of these minorities by statutory
oo th. 90 the basis of informations  securcd from the Dist:
realise that :

at thege infor

ict Officers. I quite
certainly he

mations will need to be worked upon and the time necessary will

CLonsiderahle.
another point of view, Sir. to be
ocC ar . . 3 %
Local  Boarq tlJnhke the election
rural population at a time after t
Y arein a mood to

] .deserves. So if this
time when thjg will be

considered in the case of
of Municipalities this election
he main harvest, and it is at that
join the election campaign and to give their atten-
Bill is accepted then the clection can be held at a

most welcome and most convenient. So, Sir, with these few

interest of the non-Muslim minorities in Assam, on “whose behalf
I beg to Support the Motion.

hat e Hon'ble Srijue HIRENDR A CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: I find, Sir,
that there js 4 lot of misunderstanding in the minds of many of the hon. Members
_ here as to the steps taken by the Government from time to time. My hon. Friend,

Maulavi Abdul Barj Chaudhury started by saying that the first Bill for postponement
of the election of Local Boards ~came in 1941. 'The first Bill was introduced in 1940
asking for a POstponement of election for onc year, as at that time the census figures
were not available, and the Bj]] was passed in 1940, In December 1941, as it is known
to all the hon.  Members of this House, the Ministry resigned and that resignation
came up not long after the census figures were available to the Govcr?(r‘ntﬁnt Ii}nd
Government had very little time to scrutinise those figures, not to speak of collecting

* Speech not corrected by the hon, Mempers or the Minjster concerned.
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the details from the local officers. Then, Sir, during the 93 Administration !yf—rstul_ of
Ministry hn,d

. ol : i
course, another postponement was enacted Ly His Fxcellency .m«i_tm :
first time that we have COMmp

nothing to do with that. After we took office this is the ‘ Mg Ie §
with this Bill with a view to meet the demand of the l'“l'!", and the nm:”!l“"-‘-“ nll i

- o o .o - E ¥ 4 .
with that honest intention, Sir, we have brought in this Bill.  Govermment oulqg
ble for them o iepore l'le

have been very glad to hold the clections, had it heen posss
public feeling, and would have been very glad to  call Ko
existing rules whiich would bave minimised a lot of trouble to many ot our olliCery
who are over-worked. But Government’s desire is quite '“”":”.".‘ Fhe l.'lnlm'm! fa
appninting a Spr‘.(:i:ll officer came up long ago. We are now awalting the lu:u"‘hn ulg
appointment of a special officer who will begin his work as soon as the matcrials g
available.  We hope to get this officer very soon. _—

Mr. Sen raiscd a question about the amendment of the Local Sell-Gover nment AGH
That also did not escape the notice of Government.  We are  quite alive to the situa,
tion. Our present Act is a very old one and so many improvements are necessary. “}"a
Sir, we all know that after the end of the war a complete change in the  Gonstutution
will come up. In view of this I do not know how far it will be worthwhile to take aj|
the trouble to recast the whole Act. I think when there will be a complete changy
in the Constitution after the war, this Act, even after amendments, might not be of any
use to us. So, Sir, as we expect a radical change in the Constitution that woulg
determine the lot of our Local Boards, we could not take up that question ol amend.
ment. Besides that, Sir, I do not know how that will help the hon. Members gy
this moment if we take up the amendment of this Act.  Hon. I\.fmnln.:rs arc awareg
that if we are to introduce a Bill it will have to be sent for eliciting public opinion ang
then toa Select Committee where the hon. Members will have to devote theiy
valuable time to scrutinise it and thus it will take a very long time...... =ity g2

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : On a point of information, Sir.
not the Government introduced so many Bills in this Session?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Yes, Sir, 1
know, very. many.Bills have been introduced, but they are not of so great importance
and I take it that it will be a Bill of greater importance. It is not supposcd that the
Members will be zf.blc to pass or agree to any amecndment without giving Properp
thought over the different provisions of the Bill. For this reason Government could
not take up the question of bringing any Bill for the amendment of the whole Act,
I hope 1in proper time Government will be quite glad to bring in a suitable legislation
before ihe House for the amendment of the whole Act. -

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER :  The question i :
¢That the Assam Local Board Elections (Emergency Provisions) Bill, 1944 be passed®,

The Assembly divided,

the election under the

for

Hon’ L AYES—38
1. ﬁfhan?rg;)c]lesi\:gﬂﬁw Saiyid  Sir 12. Babu thachand Roy.
2. The Hon’ble Mr., Naba.K 13. Rai Sahib Daulat Chandra Gohain.
3. The Hon’ble  Syjiye umar Duita. 14. Srijut Surendranath Buragohain,
J Hirendra 15. Maulavi Abdur Rahman.

Chandra ChakraVa
4. The Hon’ble Kharfty' 16. Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf.

Mudabbir Hussajp GSahib Maulavi 17. Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan Muy.

haudhuri
5. The Hon’ble D wri, hammad Ahbab Chaudhury.
Saiki}af " Mahendra Nath 18. Maulavi Ba?]arudczlliun jﬁhgncd.
6. The Hon’ble M : 19. Khan Bahad aulavi Keram: :
Chaudhuri. aulaVI'AdeI Matin 20, Malﬁav? ; Lﬂ;l?}f:::’l:l:,;d Crdnz\}IF;t %hi
7. The Hon’ble Khanp, Bahagd . Hussain Chaudhury. b
y ;ﬁyui-?r .%?hrlx\];n‘ ur Maulavi 21. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufigys
;i e rlon’ble Miss May; Rahman. i
9. The Hon’ble Sriju¢ R“Pﬁa?hu]t;n’ 22. Maulavi Sheikh Osman Ali Sada ar
10. SBa:]?u Bipin Beharj Das, rahma, 23. Mr. I'. W. Blennerhassett. Sk
‘II. ri'ut Joges Chandra Gohain 24. Mr. N. Dawson.
’ 25. Mr. E. H. S. Lewis.
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AYEs—38—concld.

26. Mr. D. B. H. Moore. 33. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.

27. Mr. C. W. Morley. 34. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri.

28. Mr. R. A. Palmer. 35. Rev. L. Gatphoh.

29, Mr. P. Trinkle. 36. Mr. C. Goldsmith.

30. Mr. A. Whittaker. 37. Mr. Jobang D. Marak. )
31. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin. 38. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari.

32, Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
Noes—10

1. Srijut Ghanashyam Das, 6. Srijut Purandar Sarma.

2. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen., 7. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.

3. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy. 3. Babu Shibendra Chandra Biswas.
4. Babu Lalit Mohon Kar. 9, Maulavi Abdul Aziz.

by

Jabu Nirendra Nath Deb. 10. Babu Sanat Kumar Ahir.

The question was adopted,
The Assam Dadans Bill, 1944

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The next item is the Assam Dadans Bill, 1944,
There are numerous amendments. I intend to take up clause 2 first,

Clause 2

Maulavi ABDUL BAR1 CHAUDHURY :
in line 2 of sub-clause (@), for the “‘comma’’® after the word “labourers™, a ‘‘full stop™
shall be substituted and the words “and from which he either has or may reasonably

expect to have not less than one hundred maunds of food-grains in one year” appearing
thereafter shall be deleted.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, T beg to move that

By this small amendment we want to amend the definition of the word
The definition in the Bill reads as follows: < ‘cultivator’

which he cultivates either himself or through labo

either has or may reasonably expect to have not less than one hungred
maunds of food-grains in one year”. ‘This means that a person who either has or
“may reasonably expect to have not less than one hundred maunds of food-grains in
one year” will only come within the purview of this Bill, But as a matter of fact, it is
only the smaller cultivators who take Dadans or advances. So, if this restriction 1 not
lifted the very intention of the Bill will be frustrated.  Perhaps the intention of Govern-
ment 1s to touch only the bigger cultivators for the procurcment operation, and they do
not intend to touch the smaller ones. But this will not be a sound policy. The Mahajans
are too c}evpr, and taking advantage of this loophole they will be able to defeat the
object of this Bjll. Their transactions will then be limited only to the smaller cultivators
who do not reasonably ¢ nds of food-grains in one year.

In that case he will not be required to furnish the statement prescribed by clause 4.
This is why we have brought forward this amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The amendment moved :

“Th,at in line 2 of sub-clause (a), for the ‘comma’ after the word
stop” shall be substituted and the words ‘and from which he either h

ly expect to have not less than one hundred maunds of food
appearing thereafter shall be deleted.”

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : Sir, I support this amendment, and in doing so I
would like to make a few observations. Besides the argument that has been put forward
by the hon. Mover I say that the wording of the deﬁnition-—-particularly the portion
““or may reasonably expect to have”—is very vague, and is likely to create confusion.
The position would have been indisputably clear if the definition merely said “from
which he has not less than one hundred maunds of food-grains in one year”. But the
words ‘“may reasonably expect to have’ will give rise to many disputes. Who will

decide whether a cultivator ‘“may reasonably expect to have one hundred maunds of
food-graing.”” So, I think it is better to drop those words.

cultivator™,
means a person who has land
urers, and from which he

‘labourers’, a ‘full
as or may reasonab-
-grains in one year’
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Moreover, Sir, I do not sce any reason why the smalles cultivators should be
excluded even if they accept Dadans,

For these reasons 1 think it would be better to delete the expression

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : My, Speaker, Sir,
in this matter I will be guided by the opinion of the House. Govermment’s intention
was not to touch the very poor cultivators who take Dadans not generallv an the shape
of moncy but in the shape of advance of crop. It is well-known to many that a poor
cultivator who cannot get sufficient to feed his family throughout the year, ":”L'”""F
gets help from his neighbour in the shape of advance of paddy which he pronuses to
repay as $00n as new harvest is cut by him. We wanted to avoid bringing it "lff“ ‘.’l
people under the opcratir‘m of this Bill. But if the House think that after tins F"” -
Passcd, the Mahajans will take recourse to advancing money to this class of poo! "",l“'
vators who will take money on the promise to repay till the crop is cut, then I think
what my hon. Friend the Mover has said may come to pass. Therelore I shall be
entirely guided by the opinion of the House in this matter.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The question is:

“That in line 2 of sub-cluase (a), for the ‘comma’ after the word ‘labourers’, a
¢full stop’ shall be substituted and the words ‘and from which he cither has OF TARY

reasonably expect to have not less than one hundred manuds of food-grains 1 one
year’ appearing thereafter shall be deleted.”

The question was adopted.
Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 pan.

After Lunch

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Amendment No. (2) to Clause 2.1 thshoali. kRS- 5
consequential.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Yes, Sir.

1 beg to move, Sir, that in the Explanation to sub-clause (a), the words “if, lrom his
share in such land, he cither has or may reasonably expect to have not less than one
hundred maunds of food-grains in one year” appearing in lines 2, 3 and 4 shall be
deleted.

Sir, it follows from the amendment just now passed.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The amendment moved :

«That in Explanation to sub-clauge (a)
he either has or may rc’asonably.cxpcct to
food-grains 1n one¢ year appearing in lines 2, 3 and 4 shall | deted.”

Itis a consequential amendment and I a’m putting it as )z: ;thléslt‘;gn

The unstion was put and adopted, e .

ble the SPE R :

The Hon AKER : Third amendment.

Maulavi ABDUL BART CHAUD ‘
(c), the following “Explanation® HURY :

» the words “if, from his share in such land,
have not less than one hundred maunds of

- shall he addch;Efg’ Sir, to move that to sub-clause

<« fexplanation.— the, pur

hat for :
mean and include the Subdivisigng] %(Hsnes of this Act, Deputy Commissioner shall also

Sir, very wide powers haye |, ‘cer—where there is a Subdivisional Officer”,
10 and 75 but it is not possible foicilhconfcrred to the Deputy Commissioner in clauses
such cases. So for better working of thi{)utY Commissioner to take cognisance of 4|1
Deputy Commissioner to the Subdivisioial C(t)ﬂg want to delegate the powers of the

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER . cers.

rrhe am .
«That to sub-clause (¢), the i endment moved :
<Explanation.—That for ¢

wing ‘Explanation’ shall he added :
mean and include the Sulyd;j

hC pu[‘ 2
Visiona})(gﬁl f)r this Act, ‘Deputy  Commissioner’ shall algg
Icer—where there is a Subdivisional Officer.® »

1
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“ v A . ~ L' aker S' ~
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD .\:\.-\l)L'lil,.-\: .t?\lll-\\:"[I)‘L‘lllx:)l};jc::,
n my opinmion this amendment is redundant but it the House wants it, o]

P ] Jeoate his ;ultl\m‘il}‘ to collect
But the Deputy Commissioner has got the power to delegate his
these returns.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
T'he question is: ‘
“T'hat to sub-clause (¢)

Then T am putting it as a question.

, the following ‘Explanation’ shall be added:

¢ . g g o thle Kak AT : Q issioner’ shall also
‘Ioxplanation.—'1 hat for the purposes of this Act, ‘D¢ puty ‘(,()111.1\1._1?..5!0?\;loﬂl‘l“"r‘ 1

mean and include the Subdivisional Officer—where there is a Subdivisional cer .,
The question was put and adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - The question s

That Clause 2 as amended stonds part of the Bill.

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  As there is no amendment to clause 3 I am putting
the question.

The question is:

That clause 3' stands part of ¢ e Bill.

The question was adopted. _

Clause 4

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
in line 2, for the word ““registered” the words “whether
shall be substituted.

Sir, it is common knnwlcdgc that few money-lenders get themselvy
under the Assam Money-Lenders Act. Thereis no penal clause in th
picce of legislation.  So if this clause is passed without amendment
big percentage of money-lenders will 1

I beg to move (hat
registered or not registered??

€S registered
at particulay

as suggested, a very
e left out from  the scope of this Bill. By this
amendment we propose that the money-lenders whether registered or not,
a statement required of him if he advances

must furnpigh

money to the cultivators, With these words
b

Sir, I commend my Motion.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The amendment moved :
““I'hat in line 2, for the word ‘registered’ the words ‘whether registered or

gistered’ shall be substituted .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Salyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 oppose  this
amendment, Sir, for this is entirely redundant. The cases of unregistered money-
lenders is covered by clause (5) and therefore I do ' ;
change in Clayse

24 not see any reason for making a
e Hon’ble the SPEAKER :

not re-

The question is :
) ha’t n line 2, for the word ‘registered’ the words ‘whether registered or not
registered’ shall pe substituted.”

€ qucstion was negatived.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:
That clause 4 stands part of the Bill.
The question was

adopted.
Clause 5
_ Maulvi ABDUL BAR] CHAUDHURY: 1 beg to move, Sir, that in lines 1 angd 2
after the words “Deputy Commissioner” for the word “‘may” the word “‘shall’® sha)] be
substituted. .

The practice prevails in the District of Sylhet,
money-lenders or food-grain licenseces
transaction is carried on by persons who have no money-lending business at all., Many
of them are land-holders and businessmen. Their number iIs very considerable,
Though clause 5 provides for persons other than money-lenders or food-grain licensees,
the discretion has been left with the Deputy Commissioners. By changing, ““may” pby
“shall”, I want that Deputy Commissioners shall require statements by those persons.

and also elsewhere,

that it is not
alone who give Dadan to culti

vators. The
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The amendment moved :

““That in lines 1 and 2 after the words ‘Deputy Commissioner’ for the word ‘may’
the word ‘shall’ shall be substituted.”

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I have no objec-
tion to make the change, Sir, and I think as in clause 4 the word ““shall’’ has bheen used,
it will be better to use the word “shall” in clause 5 also.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

“That in lines 1 and 2 after the words ‘Deputy Commissioner’ for the word ‘may’
the word ‘shall’ shall be substituted.”
The question was adopted.

The I—Ion’blc the SPEAKER : Amendment No. (2).*

).
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : The amendment does not arisc, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment No. (3).1

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : It also does not arise.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

That Clause 5 as amcaded stanlds part of the Bill.

The question was adopted.

Clause 6

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY :
the Explanation thereto shall be deleted.

Sir, it is ‘very doubtful whether this Bill will bring any specific benefit
to the cultivators ; on the contrary this particular clause  will mean untold
harassment and hardship to them. Sir, we cannot deny that most ol our
cultivators are illiterate, most of them are not even acquainted with the alphabets.
How is it possible for them to furnish statements as provided by Clause 6 ? My I'riends
who are connected with Debt Conciliation Boards will bear me out when [ say that it is
an absurd proposition. Big cultivators even find it difficult to furnish statements under
the Assam Agri.cultural Incom(::ta_tx Act. Tt might be argued that it would not be
possible to verify the authenticity of statements submitted by moncy-lenders without
statements from the cultivators ; but Clause 2 is a sufficient safeguard against false

statements furn§shcd by thﬁlﬂl;OﬂCY'lcgldcrs and in cascs where there is reasonable cause
for doubt, Cul?w?t:;i Cc\):lilt'l tC t:;:d.r'nmcd by the authority requiring the statements. 1
submit that this 1s V\}, i c; 0 the interest of the cultivators that this particular clause
should be deleted. 1th these words, I co

nmend my Motion.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The amendment moved :

«That Clause 6 and the Explanation thereto shall be deleted .

The Hon’blfmadnalﬁféfﬁf Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : M. Speaker Sir, I
ose this :m;s I anicmay gl%ounds. Firstly, if we ask the moncy.-lcndcr to ma’kc
a statemen oL Ibe calfivator also Dadan that he has given, there is no reason why we
shoqld nOtda(l)es not give his side g }‘0 Supply the same informa’tion. It ma I)é that if the
cu“‘;’a’.ﬁr very heavy amounts Otht_he. ase, the money-lenders would 3{)(: encouraged
A ali: r. Then again generall lnkmg that there would be no statement from ‘the
cultavator. 3 Y these transactions are not carried on with any

dence. Theref;
documentary €vi refore th : i A .
of dispute ariscs later on. € cultivator will be at a disadvantage if any kind

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY )
% (2) That in lines 4 and 5, th

Act TV of 1934)”’ shall be deleted,
3) That the following *“Exp] -
T <« Explanation.—For thg anation
transfer of land or of 4
feree being a cultivate

I beg, Sir, to move that Clause 6 and

opp

€ Words “‘regi
registered under the Assam Money-lenders’ Act, 1934 (Assam

Purpg shall be added.—

ses o .

Ny interegt EnCIftus?ﬁ i.l:and 5 any money paid as consideration for the

¥ OF receiver of and shall be deemed _to be a Dadan, when the trang.-
rent in kind has remained in possession of the land.”’
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Next, Sir, if we simply ask one party to the transaction to submit a statement of
account, it will be criticised as one-sided and that the Bill does not want to protect t‘hc
money-lender but only the cultivator ; but although we want the cultivator to furnish
his return in a statement which is as simple as possible, we have not made it punishable
for him if he does not put in his return under clause 11. The procedure was adversely
criticised the other day by Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. Therefore, although the
statement is required, there is no penal  clause against the cultivator, and so
the cultivator does not lose anything if he does not submit his statement. In order to

safeguard him and in order to make it cqually applicable to both, to the money-
lender as well as to the cultivator, this clause 1S necessary.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY :
as follows: ‘““Whoever furnishes a statement as required by  section 4, section 5, or
scction 6, which he knows or has reason to believe to be false, shall be punished

with imprisonment of cither description for a term which may extend to one year,
or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees or with both.”

Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: My
Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury has failed to catch my statement. I mentioned that accord.

ing to clause 11, the cultivator is not made punishable for not submitting his return
Clause 11 reads as follows : “Whoeve

s r, being liable to furnish a statement under section
4 or secction 5, has wilfully failed -

) : ! \'ilhi_n the time therein laid down to furnish suck
statement, shall be punished with fine which m

: : . ay extend to two hundred rupees.” In.
tentionally, I have omitted section 6

] from this provision ; but clause 12 details punish-
ment for false statement,—I should not encour

; _ 1 - ; age the cultivator in spite of all my
sympathy for him to give a false return st must be an accurate return. Therefore, in
clause 12 1 have made false statement punishable, but failure to furnish is not punishable
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY - This is voluntary then ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This is quite eptional.
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ hope the hon. Member has the leave of th
House to withdraw his Motion.

May T interrupt. Sir ? Section 12 reads

hon. Frienc

So I do not press it.

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question s :

That clause 6 stands part of the Bill.

‘The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: There is no amendment under clause 7. Th
question 1s:

That clause 7 stands part of the Bill.

The question was adopted

Clause 8

Babu KARUI:I‘A SINDI:I,U ROY: 1 beg, Sir,‘ to move that in line 1 of sub-clause
(a), for the words ““one-half the words ““two-thirds’ shall be substituted.

‘The cultivators arc essential factors in economic, political and social areas. I
cultivators stop work, society may be kept starving. So best facilities should be afforde
to.c_ultlvatori._ I, therefore, suggest two-thirds of the Dadan money shall have to b
utilised by Kishans themselves ; one-third will go to liquidate their debts.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The amendment moved :

“That in line 1 of sub-clause (a), for the words ‘one-half’ the words ‘two-thirds
shall be substituted.”

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MAHAMMAD, SAADULLA: In this matter
Sir, I should like to be guided by the verdict of the House. We think that the conditior
of price should he 50—50 between cultivators and other claimants, which is a just one
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If the House decides that 2/3rd ])rin'. should be given to the cultivators 1 will not
Objcct, but it f.ll(: I[UU"»L’ -'l”‘)‘.‘.". ljl'i( c ill favour of the cultivators 1t will be an ones
sided matter and 1 hope the hon. Members will consider this matter 1n the hght in

which 1 have placed it.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The qucstion is:

¢ That in line 1 of Sub-clause (a), for the words ‘one=halfl " the words “rwo-thirds®

shall be substituted.”
The question was negatived.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, I beg tomove that in line 1 of

Sub-clause (b), for the words “out of the surplas”, the words “out of the remaining
half of the price” shall be substituted.

Sir, my intention is and [ do feel that the word ““surplus™ has not been properly

used here and 1 want to change this word.

,}.'}IC I“]'()l'l’b.]',' lhﬂ S]’l,AK!Z’( l llf“ ;Jl“f"“fll“r'“l ““','r'|!:

“That in line 1 of Sub-clause (b), for the words ‘out of the surplus’ the words ‘out
of the remaining half of the price’ shall be substituted.”

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULILA :  ‘This is merely
a verbal change and I have no objection to it.

The question was then put and adopted,

The Hon’ble the SEAKER : The question is :

That clause 8 , as amended, stands part of the Bill,

The question was adopted,

Clause Y

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, I beg to move amendment
No. (2) and not* (1) that the following new proviso shall be added alter the existing
proviso :—

«“Also provided that the majority of members of such Board of Arbitrators shall
be non-official™.

Sir, in the Bill itself no qualification has been prescribed for the members of the
Board of Arbitrators. By this amendment I want that the majority ofits members
should be non-official. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The amendment moved :

“That the following ncw proviso shall be added  after the existing proviso:

‘Also pr:owdcd that the majority of members of such Board of Arbitrators shall
be non—ofﬁcxal;’ 8 -

The Hgfa:fge;?ﬁﬁi]fiinzﬁ"d Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am sorry, Sir,
o nothing has bee ment.  The *Arbitrators’ proposed has been left rather
vague becausc P! 5 een mentioned as (o who should form  the Arbitrators,
The intention ol Government is that in the Board of Arbitrators there will | :

L 1cCTre wi xe two meme-

senting two partics : X
];gri;;al;czsvo pfrtics, Ir)no.qt pr((?}ul)(i]ﬁm‘ rlncmbf;r of Government. As two members will
thl;:) hands of Government or the Y they will be non-official, but I do not like that

e o a bard and fast rule whey ; ISCI‘(’.ti_OH.Of the Deputy Commissioner should be so
In this view of the matter I oppose Fi_majorlty of the Arbitrators will be non-official.
T Tiowble o ShrARHRS U imendoent
c a e followin . - SL1011 1S ¢
cAlso provided that thég r;r?;joszwa,? shall he added after the existing proviso:
non-official.’ ”. members of such Board of Arbitrators shall be
The qt;gstllgnu \I:flas negatived
Babu KA A SINDHU'
ment. t(No. ’14« of Clause. 9). ROY ; Sir, I am not going to move my amend-
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER .
That clause 9 stands pay of ] he question is:
The question was adopted the Bil.

" *Maulavi ABDUL BARI G S
(1), the words ““or section 6 slaaI]If}‘:[JI)f'IURY: (1) Iil_ ¢ -IT' - 13 of :
 14. Babu KARUNA SIND. [d‘?lelcd‘ / at in lines 2 and 3 of the proviso to sub-clayse

That in line 2 of explanation G)J ROY ¢, Move ;

people of the district’’ shall he added, after the word

£ ] -
““appointed’’ the words *“[rom representatives of

-

b
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Clause 10.

Maulavi ABDUIL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, 1 beg to move that the ‘\\’lcl)l'lgh
““exceeds one thousand but” appearing in lines 1 and 2 of sub-clause (1)(a) shall be
deleted.

Sir, under this clause, as drafted, it has been provided that an :q)pc;}l will 0n}ly
liec when the amount exceeds rupces one thausand. So itis not ])(\S.Slblu for t‘;c
poor to bring up their appeals. To me it seems fair that such restriction should be
omitted from the Bill.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The amendment moved :

“That the words ‘exceeds one thousand but’ appearing in lines 1 and 2 of sub-
clause (1) (a) shall be deleted.”

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILLA: In this_m;lttel:,
Sir, 1 will be guided by the verdict of the House, Government, while giml‘tmg this
clause, considered that if an appeal in every case is allowed then there will be such a
big number of appeals that the Deputy Commissioner or the Comnnsmpn?r will be
over-flooded with appeals.  Thercfore we thought that there should be a limit over the
amount exceeding which an appeal should be allowed and we thought the limit will
be that there will be no appeal when a dispute is as regards Rs. 1,000 but if it is over,
the appeal will be allowed. If the House thinks that there should be an appeal in
every matter, in every dispute, in that case they should consider whether there will not
be a very large number of such appeals and that the Deputy  Commissioner will be
overwhelmed with such work only and he will not he able to attend to other works.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is

“That the words ‘exceeds one thousand but’ appearing in lines 1 and 2 of sub-clause
(1) (a) shall be deleted.” ‘

The question was negatived.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The question is:
That clause 10 stands part ol the Bill.

The question was adopted.

‘The Hon’ble the SPAEKER :  The question is :
That clausc 11 stands part of the Bill.

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:
That clause 12 stands part of the Bill.

The question was adopted.

Illc Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:
LPhat clause 13 stands part of the Bill,

T:hc question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - The question is:
That clause 14 stands part of the Bill.

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:
That clause 15 stands part of the Bill.

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :
That the two Schedules stand part of the Bill,
The question was adopted.

~

Clause 1

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury is now to move
his amendment.

. Maulavi ABDUL BART CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 1Sovertix3:
in line 1 of proviso to sub-clause (3), alter the words ““Government may , the wWo
““‘with the approval of the Legislature’ shall be added.
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Sir, this is a temporary picce of legislation designed to elicit certain  information
regarding advances to cultivators and reccivers of rent for better procurcment of
food-grains on the part of the Government. The measure i passed into law ‘will not
bring any material benefit to the cultivators.  “The name of the Bill itself is a4 misnomer.
It does not provide to safeguard the interest of the cultivators against the exorbitant
demands of the Dadan-dars. As such, the life time of the Bill
possible.

By this amendment, I want to impose an additional clog to any attempt to extend
the duration of the Act beyond the statutory period of two years,

If the state of emergency continues even after two years, the legislature is the moat
competent body to decide whether this special power should be invoked for a further
period for procurement of fond-grains as envisaged in the Bill.

'\ll"li!ll !H" AS ﬁhnl’l as

This can very well be done by a Motion. I do hopr the Hon'ble Minister-in-
charge will concede to this amendment.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :

T'he amendment moved :

““That in line 1 of proviso to sub-clanse (3), after the words “‘Governn ent may™
the words ““with the approval of the Legislature’ shall be added.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 accept the
amendment, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is

““I'hat in line 1 of proviso to sub-clause (3), after the words ¢ Government may *
the words ‘with the approval of the Lr:gislntufn’ shall be added.”

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The qquestion is :

That clause 1 as amended do stand part of the Bill.

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The question is:

That the Title and Preamble of the Bill stand part of the Bill.

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I beg, Sir, to
move that the Assam Dadans Bill, 1944 as amended be passed.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved :

‘¢ That the Assam Dadans Bill, 1944 as amended be passed .

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, before I give my assent to this Bill I want to make a few observations. According to
mc this B.m 1% & misnomer, Had thig Bill bees named “I'he Procurement of Food-grains
By lctl “:?E}Id gIETE koo appropriate. IFrom the Statement of Objects and
Rcasoc?s I f_ins n t;:;liint procurcment requires adequate control over wholesale stocks
ofitop l;vg;a;nhold physigfvcm?nts,_ In Assam wholesale traders in rice and paddy do
ngt aiccs 5;0 cultivators. A Stocks in  their godowns but secure control by granting
?;s:ed g inform;\tionnrordcr under the Defence of India Rules has _;1Ircady been
:a.nd there should also be 5 cgarding such advances but it.is felt that tl_liS 1s not enough
This Bill has therefore beep frafnedea’_‘s of scttling cIaims_ in respect of such advanc_cs.
about advances made by traderg dwith two objcpts in view, firstly to get information
a machinery for the speedy dig anl Ot.hcrs to cultivators on crops ; sccondly,_t? set up
been made to protect the Posal “of claims based on such advances. Provision has

: S culti
concealed his activities **_ tvator as well as the trader or money lender who has not
From the passage |

: have j
the hands of their officerg fof.ugionow read I find that Government are strcngthening
curem

misnomer. If the object of Go ent of food-grains. So, Sir, Dadans Bill is g
I think there is no necessity foxernmfmt is to procure food-grains from the cultivatorg
their surplus paddy or rice Such a measure, Cultivators are rcady to part with

wh
Government pay adequate pri N Government want to procure these, ol course, if
Government officers busy o o, cC for

. . o the same. In the last rainy season we found
Many cultivators were ready to 2ring paddy in the different localities of the Province.
procure their paddy because t part wi

; th their surplus paddy but Government did not
hey diq not want m01l")e. 3

Y 4

\\.
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T'here are cases where Government procured rather ﬁcizcd l)‘u(1;-1y510:1,:3;r})l?-f;[cf:;g(}i

half the price was |midl, as Ll(l:uiidcld by the Uli_"i‘;fl'. 'Bml]ml;‘:‘\-slo\n;;li:[‘:;i iy M ripniy

* seized stock and demanded the return of the price that was paid .

'lll'iltl—i:;‘)lxﬁ(l:i()h:;;::“}:)l'u:?l(: culti\';}mrs in an (;1111):11‘1‘;lssillg situ:umn_. 1-50]1113 I:i:;flf;::::t (ﬁ
great loss. « If the sole idea of Um'crnn.lcuf 18 Lo procure and contmI Li 1;, ‘St-u(.;mcnt s
foodgrain, I think, Sir, that such a Bill is not necessary at all. }"n 13'11? Lis‘ e
()l)ji:x.:ts and Reasons the Hon’ble l’rcmw‘l‘ says that the aim ol gna‘ B!ll ; ﬁm}i) 5
the cultivators as well as the traders. But, from the reading of the Bill,

the aim is quite otherwise. Clause 8 says— ‘

“The price of any food-grains pm‘clm‘scd from a culgiv:um: or a 1'cc<:liu°er 1of' Trent‘
in kind by the Provincial (}m‘crmncnt. (‘l[ht?l: thmugh its ollicers or t‘\.nougl ?senlt.a
appointed tor the purpose, as well as of any lnnd-gl’;\uls‘ requisitioned  from butg 111)3‘.
sons by the Provincial  Government under any provision of the Dci_cnce‘ :d In }m
Rules, .Sh:l“, where the food-grains are encumbered by any Dadan be disbursed in the
following manner :—

(a) One-half of the price shall, upon delivery
cultivator or the receiver of rent in kind from whom

(&) Out of the surplus, all persons who have
or the receiver of rent in kind on account of
extent of the amount advanced, and,
purpose of such rcilnbursclncnt, it
more than one in number.”’

Here I find, Sir, Government has not provided any
Mahajans or teaders who advance money, or any sort of
by them owing to \.vhic.:h, I am afraid, cultivators
they need it most. I live in village mostly and I know

As for instance, if a cultivator wants to purchase plough cattle he will require money
and when he will go to the creditor, the creditor would not advance him the money,

because he knows that when he will advance any money Government will come and
procure all the food-grains and divide the price, as determined by the power given
to Government by Clause 8 of this Bill.  So, this will put the cul
disadvantageous position. I therefore like to
neither the cultivators nor the creditors. 1 fully realise the position.
drafted hastily and worded unhappily, and it is wanted t

lature in a hot haste. I would like to

way to withdraw this Bill and bring

after due consideration over the matter

With these few words, Sir,

The Hon’ble Maul
I am not sure whether

ol the food-grains, be paid to the
it is purchased or requisitioned.

any claim against the cultivator
any Dadan shall be reimbursed to the
where the surplus is not sufficient for the
shall be rateably distributed amongst the claimants if

rate of interest for the
profit on the advances made
will not get money when
the condition of the cultivators,

tvator in a very
Bill will protect
T'he Bill has been

© be passed by the Legis-
request the Hon’ble Prime Minister to see his

in a comprehensive Bill in the next Session

.

say, Sir, that this

I beg to resume my seat,

avi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SA

my Friend Maulavi Maqgbul Hussain Chaudhury has proper-
ly grasped the intention of this Bill. If he argued that he wanted to see that system
of Dadans be abolished and 2 comprehensive Bill for this purpose should be placed
before the House, I would have acceded to his request. But he himself admits that
Dadan system largely benefits the cultivators and in spite of that, if he does not want
to protect the economic condition of our cultivating class, we cannot bring in a
Bill withdrawing the system of Dadans or advances to the cultivators against their
crops. In these abnormal times when the cultivators are to be protected, especially

when we insist on doing propaganda work to grow more food, we ought to see that
they receive the proper price for their agricultural product. The system of Dadans is
well known to every one here. When the cultivators are at a disadvantageous posi-
tion and have no money to buy things necessary for cultivation, they go to money-
lenders or Mahajans who gladly lend the cultivators money with even sweet words, but
take away in return unconscionable portion of the product of the cultivators’ sweated
labour in the shape of crop. We want to prevent this by bringing the whole accollinc;
into the light of law of the day. If the Mahajans and the money-lenders f;]‘"c C?n“;lfi’flt f)f .
to place before the Deputy Commissioner, or the Subdivisional Officers the a

ADULLA: M. Speaker, Sir,
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advances and the quantities of rice or paddy, ctc., that have got to be paid in lieu of
the advances then there is every likelihood that they, the Mabhajans, will think twice
before making any exacting demand, for they know that ti Dennty Commissios
ners and the whole force of Government are bhehind the coltivataors and the Deputy
Commissioners will see that the cultivators get a fair deal. In this way alone the Bill has
sought to protect the interest of the cultivators [ he cultivaters on the other hand
arclnot a sct Df:tllg-:!’»‘ and it is not that they do not make any attcmpt to take some
advantage for themsclves. It inay be, si;,' that some cultivators who, baving recels
ved quitc a large amount ol loan, would try la‘er on to contest cither the amount of
loan advanced orthe quantity of cron to be delivered. If there is this penal clause,
as provided in respect of any wrong statement by a cultivator, he will think twice
beforc making any such wrong statement. ‘Thercfore this Bill stands tor both the

cultivators and the Mahajans,

Then again, Sir, Maulavi Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury has advanced an argu-
ment which gives away his own position.  He says that if thas il s passcd then  the
Mahajans will be much afraid to give any advance to the cultivators. 'l remems
ber aright, Sir, he was onc of the sponsors of the Assamn Money-lenders Act. This
argument which he bas now put forward had reigned supreme in the minds ol some
of the hon. Members at the time when he l””"""" for the Assaun .\i-n11r"\'-lt‘lnlcrs Bill
to be enacted into law for the protection of the cultivators.  So, Sir, there is really
no force in the argument advanced by my hon. Friend, Maulavi Maqbul Hussain
Chaudhuri and I doubt if he can constitutionally object to the passing of the Bill
having all'(;ady FlC(ICI)UE(I li](! I)[i”(-_ipl'(. U[' fii”'('l'('l'lt '(:i.'lll'-il“"i ],\"' .'l\ltllw' |](:|i(‘l' Lo I-)l'il]‘k"
80 many amendments with a view to bettering the piece of legislation which, he thinks,
i3 necessary.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question s :

““That the Assam Dadans Bill, 1944, bhe passed.”

The question was adopted.

Government Moticn to make the Publicity Department
a permanent Institution.
’ ~ s Y im e .o S

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: [ beg, Sir, to
move th?t t_h1s _Hm_lsc recommends that (he Publicity Department be made a per-
manent institution 1n_lhc Province, ’

Hon. l\gcﬂi‘is ‘B‘él remember that with their verdict and voting of supplies, we
ot ﬂ:f 'u?:he ?lz)c '{ﬁrtmcnt a few years ago. Since then great improvements have
been m: tg lt?u. normal.)lldunt’li(él:t ?"d Its activitics are expanding daily. At present, in
additio ® OF publicity and propaganda, this Department has under-

ties, fi 5 it
ckien [usther dutis, b Sample, hout dhe Nabiodal Savinis Sohame, Soni publiciy
a = ; . : : i e s
67 wireless scts which, I hope Wlhc(;ltop of these, the Department have acquired some

g y installe ill bring much nceded information
rdaxZtlﬁgpggiitﬂrogzai?ﬂ? to the ruralkzﬂ-::a:ﬂl Hthﬁ they h:‘“" got the publicit)’(
g?lré n?aY question why the ;”xscslr?cma projectors, magic lanterns and things like that. &
work of schemes enunciated by tI:mrPCPuhliCitY Department should undertake to do the
has undertaken these duties, (he cnt”fl Government. If the Publicity 11.)6}):11‘tment
ernnment to some extent.  For , cXpenditure has been provided by the Gentral Gov-

Xample, for the National Savings Scheme Government

of India has allotted a sum of .
The Song Publicity Scheme oF‘It{l?;: 1(‘5’000 which the Publicity Department 18 spending.

opted—is getting a sum of lentral Government-—a scheme which we have also
?ﬁ)lﬁad by the Publicity Dcpg{:’l' 53,000 annually and as the song activitics will be con-
Similarly I am told that the {égent, they will have the handling of this money,
part-time assistants if the Red.gp. . 0% have agreed to pay for all the materials and
In view of the large and growin?.ss Propaganda is done by the Publicity Department.,
competent staff and we cannq hg aCtvities of this Department, we have LO have a
permanent. For no one woulq lik\:e a competent stafl unless we make the Department
that it is not permanent and ¢ cr(é[‘to Come and work in a department knowing full well
ment servants either in the g Ore they will not get the advantages of full Govern-

ape . > 4
of pension or as regards very beneficient and liberal
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leave rules. In these modern davs when new inventions are the 1)1‘5511’4“_‘_5‘\"‘ _Ui l'!‘““li:l““-’i'
oo he wvery backbone of the nation, namely, the masses in ra
the propaganda to the very baltboanis cocics . ', iz, wireless sets, loud speakers,
areas, we have drawn up an ambitious programme, M., Wi GPATEIREE AR AT
S ‘ojectors ete. These are very  effective means ol doing propagand 3R Rt
i m-.l- P::'zi;l: [;Iu- vote ol the House, have come in for all these Lll”(‘.l'{‘lll_lll'lpl(}\ ements
E:;!Tc-t::w!im; the masses and of giving pnlalivily. to the m'[i\')itivs. "f‘t _m\lylln_i ‘tlllt:‘.\‘\\-‘:illl;c\l\\i:il:::{
is essentially necessary but also ol lllc_- war efforts in lln" Provine ( in \\]11(‘.1 § i
:;1)1 only the National Savings campaign In_tt .1!sn the (::\_\\T'-.\Imc-l'nu.( ]t..m:]p-‘% iLm]-' it
lo l’“:vp.lll(:.\'t‘. Inil.q‘hill(-rit.'s mn proper order it will l,\}: surpunsing t‘() kl.“,‘\“l l_]ill };, ua-ict,\ 1C8
that operate these machineries have to be lunlu'd‘ imnto .;{ud 1‘(\,-(.11.113;%,} 1(11110\ : -\.m} ?
week ; we require some technical hands as well in addition to men with i eas as lt:;,\ll( s
|)11I)Iic:ily' and propaganda.  When there l_|.1‘.\: ])(‘{‘!.I':l lrvuu‘}ldnus.(lvmxmd ‘ln‘l‘m( n. on
account of war work, it has been found diflicult, il our stafl remain temporary, to keep
any clhicient worker, especially of technical nature, n this Department.

One may question why this Department

should be made permanert.  Every hon,
Member knows that cach province

1 India has got its own Publicity Department
also a Directorate of Intormation. \Vr' l_m.\'c the Publicity Department only. Every
hon. Member who has seen _the activides o‘i .tl_n‘s 1?(‘.])31‘(1110!“ cannot )but_ see
that this Department is fraught with immense possibilities for the goqd of thg Province,
Memkers from the Opposition Bench ay cry out and say that this is one of thc.‘

of carrying on propaganca for the Ministry.  But I can assure -lhcm fl‘mt up till noyy
I have not used these machineries to prop up any mltcri]]g‘ ‘I\Inusu‘y, if tha‘t 1s the iden
of some of the Members. Whatever may be the moral of this Statement, 1 fully believe
that it is no use start'iug a (;roxv-—;\Iorc-l"oncl campaign, it is no use cxperimcnting with
betier yielding varities ()‘i sceds In our Cxl?k‘l‘lll.lcll.l;lt farms, it iy no use bringing any
filature machinc for reeling our silk which s bringing very large prices and which mgy
bring thousands of rupecs to th(_: [‘()C]{(':IS of our people, unless we can  tell the m
that such and such instrument is available at such and such places or such ang
better yielding seeds are available at such and such places. One can question thg
department should have its own publicity. 1t_1§ up to the hon, Members of this
to teflect whethe © the puny and detached publicity of cach Department wi] be better
than a fully equipped Publicity Dcpurtm.cm W_luch will co-ordinate the activitieg and
propaganda necessary of the diflerent nation-building Departments. I know, Sir, that
while I was in the Surma Valley last month and when the Government Propagandis¢s
told the big crowd that I was addressing of  the activities of the gl‘}Culture
Department, it was found that the people of the rural areas had not heard what Govern.
ment  was doing in this respect, where they could get good seeds for growing thejy
crops or how they could Erow  castor plants, the seeds from which can produce o) io
meet the growing scarcity of kerosene, The Publicity Department did undertake 1,
means not only of the publicity van but also by means of Cinema Projectors 1o bl‘ing
home to the vast audience the activities of these nation-building Departments, Gover
ments may come and Governments may go but each Government [ am perfectly gy

1s imbued with one idea how begt to enhance the economic condition of our people.
If one Government 1s able

to bring a little extra income to the pockets of our
ing millions in the countryside by publicity, they will be doing an imm
to the public and a grateful electorate wil] vote for that Ministry in next ele
So, Sir, I have come before the House with this proposal. The Publicity De
ment is doing good work and is capable of doing vaster benefit to the
it has been able to do up till now, if we can have an efficient stafl to run the Depart.
ment.  But an efficient stall' we cannot have unless we make this Department permay, .
ent. There may be som

€ questioning that the Department has not as yet shown much
activity in the areas where it is necessary. 1 am conscious of that ; WE are out now ¢4

Concentrate our activities more to the rural areas rather than the. urban areas. Ther
we have purchased 67 wireless sets with loud-speakers which will be

means

asses
such
t each
House

n-
re,

teem-
€nse S€rvice
Ctlon,

part-
people than what

cfore

installed big
villages where the villagers will learn not only news of the war and the market, by,
will also get some relaxation which is essentially necessary to our village folk who h

ave
g ot 1o system of any relaxation or amusement. .
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With these words, I commend my Motion lor the acceptance ol the House.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved
«“I'hat this House recommends that the Publicity Department be made a

permancnt institution in the Province,”’

Mr. D. B. H. MOORE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support tias Motion. I'he
pub]i(;ity Deparunent, if I recollect rightly, was born an 1941 dur primanly to war
needs. The need for this Department o sl great, but the need in the future post-war
years will assuredly be greater still. The " Government of Assan like all  othex
Governments will  be facing giant problems on the conclusion ol hostilities il a
period of chaos and depression is to be avoided. In an cthicient and live Publicity
Department Government will have a formidable weapon with which to tackle the
many tasks f{l" the post-war period, ¢.p., the problem of mal-nutrition, the Grow-More-
Food campaign, price control, the inlplm.'c:mr'lut of crops and increase of yiclds of those
crops, animal husbandry, poultry farming, anti-malarial work and village improvement
schemes. If the Department is to flourish and be effective, it is imperative that funds
be available for its development on an adequate scale. It is uscless toying with a
few lhf)u-‘)’«'—_ind rupees ; if the Department is in need of four lakhs ol rupces then it must
be given four lakhs of rupees, and if necessary men found who will utilise the money
well ar_ld wisely. I visualise a fleet of mobile propaganda and publicity units complete
with cinema and lantern slide cquipment and staffed with trained commentators. ‘The
Prime Minister has told us that such a flect on a small scale now exist. I "l_“’“m
likg to sece that fleet multiplied not once, mot twice, but, if nccessary, five times,
This programme can be given il’”lll(‘,(“}l[f:’ cffect if in all subdivisional towns h§c(|
]oudspcakgr .baltcrics were anstalled which would release mobile units for operation
in the mofussil. There is reason 1o hope that roads will be vastly improved after this
war, and_indced already colossal schemes are in hand for the whole of India of which
Assam Wlll ha:vc her share, and it should he possible for thesc mobile units to reach
every village in the Province.

I need hardly stress the great value of the picture as compared
te pamphl(.:t. If I might illustrate my point, I recently reccived a visit from a gentle-
marl w-qi'ho called h;mscli’.a public le :turer. He visited me with the idca ol speaking to
mny la)ou}r; on the S}lbjcm of Grow-Wore-Food campaign and domestic economy and
various other interesting subjects. Naturally I gave him every assistance | could, and
approximately 100 to 150 men turned o >'to listen to his lecture. He addressed the
athering in fluent Assamese, and he spok I 3 3 _‘[’_Itn to :,] eGSR . houl
and twenty minutes, at the end of wi p} S - f”‘“.l Y [‘-tcl bored and
s lemsons Gf thar lectitre, wid, " 1.1(. L time  his a.l:J(llCllCC were comp (,l- )t' BEpes :
vere completely lost. Now h'l(l'v:([ls }(]-ch:!lcntly delivered and had excel Ll.ll'dbt. I ‘}tlclc(i
have shown those  slides on a‘ . ad in my possession suitable lantern sl .C-‘» 1 con
could have collected five to gix hag!c lantern which T have, and I am quitc cer t““lll
have held their interest and ta, B 'Pndred people and in a talk of half the time could

It may well be that yag eé]’ e many valuable lessons. )
after the war, opening up the Cth“lﬁC_a_llon schemes will be introduced into Assam soon
This in turn envisages a Broadce pf?sxb,lﬁty f_Jf inexpensive wircless sets for every v_lllagc.
again almost limitless.  Thjg " é‘ng Station for Assam, the possibilities of which are
men with vision, drive ap ; adream which can be translated into reality provided

Integrity are at the top. Let us not forget that publicity

and propaganda are doyp)
C- -
assuredly be dangerous, cdged weapons.  Misuse or abuse of thosc weapons can

have a permanent Publjcit,, S%d Wisely they can be of the greatest assistance. Let us
Department staffed by keey, “Partment by all means, but above all let us have the
methods an_d first class e fli arseeing men prepared ta; make the fullest use of modern
pbe proud of ; it can assured] Pment. T.et usin short have a Publicity Department to
Fm.aloly_, Sir, if the Mo¥i ° Mmade to pay handsome dividends.

o (s Dﬁpartaln before the House be approved we ask that a report on
opportunity afforded o Me .lment be placed each year before the Legislature, and an

S eaﬁ?a%irszih?b MaUIaVimBZI;f; of this House for ayfull-dress debate.
e Dot ¢ t0 suppore (e g MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: M.
Hon’ble Primgcﬁ_pﬁptartment wasg Otion movcd.by the Hon’ble Prime Minister. So
e Plepiavs Inister has hygy, h y tempm‘flry institution; we are glad to find that the
y epartment of the Govern 8ht the Motion before the House for making the Publi-
ment of Assam a permanent instisution in the Province.

with the lecture

-
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! 7 » Government and the people.
icity i ‘erful weapon for the good of both the (rl)\’(ll'l'l'll. nt ¢ ) 'P P.l
e l:; [h(: i i i 1 < for herself in this twentieth century world,
" Assam is seCure amntain a place for s S world
I Assam 1s to secure and m } & piacs ol o e :
she must develop every weapon of publicity and use it eflicic ntly.

is critical juncture,
This war is the war of ideas and propaganda. \]lnst] at t_hl.s Cr:{nf}:chgcnfs of
: . ‘ i " 5 4 » Fif 6 1sts an ¢
»mics are keeping at our doors, and the Fifth Columnis
VS S el S et e (0 h y, it is our duty now to
ies ar cading false rumours throughout the country, it 1s

: enemies are spreading fa t § o suarEts and nen

f!'}l((’( the cannons with cannons, bombers with bombers, bavonets w l{}l bdl} mllt)lb ':ll‘lwdl(h

ace » Cé § i oo _ . all it the Propagand:

: opag: with propaganda. So I like to calli San

rith pen and pmp.lg.m(l'a . gal : b : 9% 1 S

;?'mmi Sometimes bulletins of the Publicity Dvp:u'tmc_‘nt appear to be more eft e

than the bullets of the rifle. Propaganda and publicity arve lhc‘t\\'o “r( .1_[)01‘181 L

\Vl.lit‘h we must defeat the object of the enemies.  In the words of our Xiu‘mn{‘ld(f{‘c

- B . . = . . ‘ . a CLT1.. - teC=

Front bulletin, the aim of the Publicity Department should be “That no splilxtio‘. o

tion enter the minds of our masses and to inculcate in them a spirit o ll?mfn‘inds

I .o ey v ~ . - '\ I

against the aggressors and to keep their morale high and to remove from t‘ e Hiagtnd

-;Txy depression or gloom caused by the evil effects of the war by rousing in them ¢
< B L P

Sl)il'i[ of triumph.

Thus our object is to serve the people without

any distinction of caste and creed,
political views and social ideas, in other

words, service to humanity is our motto.
I also sec in the Publicity Department a means by which the mass people can be
approached and .:mquail_nccl with matters nf_\'xtu.l unport:m(_:c to them. 1 rf:f(—:r, Sir, to
matters concerning their health, their ngnm‘lltu.rnl practices, the (‘.ducatlc‘).n of their
children, the means by which they earn their livelihood Our \\‘urch.\\'.ord, Sir, should
be progress and self help and  this is the message which the Publicity Department
can and should take to the villagers and townsmen,

‘ ‘‘Educate our masters” was the slogan of a great British P
be also our duty to educate the dumb millions of
They have no voice, have no organ. ‘They do
and to ventilate their grievances before the Gov
should work as an interpreter of the mass mind
millions before the Government .

Sir, democracy can flourish only if the masses have a habit and a desire to know
about the affairs of the country and this habit can be created by providing them with
the means of hcaring the news regularly. I have heard with delight that at head-
quaters towns a daily news-bulletin is given out while loud speaker cars give weekly
news-bulletin in mofussil centres, In this connection, 1 shall be failing in my duty
if I do not make special mention of the activities of Mr. Hayley, our Publicity Officer,
who should henceforth hye styled as “The Director of Public Information”. He has
already made a mark amongst the educated public by his article “‘Assam—ILand of the
Future” published in special number of the Amrita Bazar Patrika and we are glad to

find that he has identified himself with the miseries and happiness, hopes and aspirations
of the people of Assam. (Hear, hear from the I

. suropean Benches).
.Fmally_, Sir, I cannot believe that anyone in this House would wish to see the

ould be performed by the Publicity Department either frustrated by
lack of money or stopped when fire ceases and the war ends. Therefore, I unhesitating -

ly support the Motion for making the Department permanent and hope that the
Department be strengthened under a separate portfolio.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: M. Speaker, Sir, during the last November
Session under a supple mentary Demand for grants under the Publicity Department, I
stated that this Department had made some improvement since it came into exi-
stence. But ] particularly stated that I had expected further improvement with regard
to various activities of the Government for publicity to the people of the rural areas
and in reply the Hon’ble Prime Minister stated that the publicity to the rural .areas
is made through the National War Front Organisation. But till now I do maintain
that the publicity, which | always have been trying to be made to the rural areas, is not
being done eflicientl through the National War Front Organisation. 1 have seen that
g LY 81 the National = ch are ver
the National War Iront Organisation is Issulng occasional pamphlects wh_ui'\l]h : & y
very few in number and which do not regularly reach the rural areas. 21 momlos

arliamentarian. It should
our masses whom I call our masters,
not know how to place their demands
crnment.  The Publicity Department
and place the grievances of these dumb
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in my mind uppermost is that the various activities  of the Gosernment should  be
given publicity to the people so that they may be ina  position o undes cand  what
policy with regard to certain department or matiers s heing iollowed by Government,
The present Government is a constitutional Government and prople nos understand
that this Government is meant for their welfare. I anr o pe nle whom we represent
here do not understand or do not know what actually 1 voine on inside this House of
what actually is happening in the hillocks of Shillong, 1 Ay it is a matter for regret,
With this view in mind I changed my views that this Publicity  Department is of

:r:;:v’;u]‘ er that 1 was

use. At the very beginning the hon. Members of the House may
opposing this Department ; I was not convinced of its utility to the poot people of
the Province. But while I could understand that this Department will be meant for
the purpose of giving publicity of the various ac tivities of Government to the poorer
section of the people who live in villages, then only | had to change my views and have
been thinking that this Department should recein ¢ our appreciation.  Fo the last two
or three years no improvement could be scen of the activities of  this Departument, but
for a few months back I have scen some works  done by this Depatrment. I always
grun’lbf{:d that its activities should be made to reach [Il"'ll'un:r-l' people casily. Sir, the
work which has been taken by this Department up till now is ol a richer nature, that
is to say, that it is so high that it does not reach naturally the people of rural arcas.
Why I press for taking up the publicity duties to rural areas will be evident from the
instances I may tell now. Sil‘, from the Hu],];l‘,' Ilr-p:n':wtl:t occasional orders  are
issued that the prices of such and such ¢oods have been controlled.  Thesc arce publi-
shed in Gazette notification but it is not expected that people in rural arcas should know
what has been Pu})“f"h‘fd in Government notification and as a matter of fact petty shop-
keepers without knowing the actual state of affairs sell picce roods at a higher price
which Government do not approve of ; and if he is detected, he is convicted and
sentenced very severely. Recently one cducated youngman started a stall to scll cigaret-
tes in a mofussil bazar. He sold a packet of (;ig:z}r:ttrz to a peon of an oflicer at 6 annas,
The officer at once sent for him and asked him whether he actually sold the cigarctte
at 6 annas to the peon and the youngiman admitted that. A l‘(:l){;!'t was sent against
him and he was prosccuted for making extra profit. Even the Daroga  of the  locality
said rhat he did not know that the price of cigarcttes was controlled. [ also did not
know that the prices of Cavendar and Scissors cigarcttes have been controlled.
Sir, very recently at Habiganj, on a market day some of the boatmen were
by the police because of thf'-' fact that they were carrying potatoces dind  some
from Habiganj to Ajmiri. “T'hey were brought hefore the court. I do not know what
became of the irial. ~ While people approached me just to know  whether the move-
ment of these vegetables has been restricted by any order of the Government, 1 could
not reply as I mysielf‘dld not know that the¢ movement of these articles has been
controlled or restricted by Government. If there had been wide publicity that such and
such action have _becn taken by Government with regard to such and :h food-grai
; “ Bellii, ¥k gard to such and such 10 graims
or SOME Othcczsgasicn, I Ie({;‘:gpllc would not have been put to hardship.
?Onw?;because th,ey el i(; lai(‘irél_rzllalm‘s that in a.bazar one Daroga went there to
umber.  On being questioned the Daroga stated

arrested
brinjals

scize s nted to do so by G
an $ - : : : .
that he W Y Lsovernment order. It is reporte ]l one cannot have in his

on more than one pair of : -
pOssessio pair of fowls, Pcople did not know that the movement of

d vegetables has been restricqe . ] '
cggs‘;:"hd}ir there is any rcstl'iCili%LLd by certain orders of the Government. I did not
kn(‘i months’ imprisonment for lhovin order but some persons have been sentenced
to ng cges from one place to another. So this should

be giv(—;n publiCitY and peoplc ShOul

il P has been prohibited o restrid know that the movement of such and such

Mipister that this Departmeng g, ?Lied' I make an appeal to the Hon’ble Prime
civen to rural areas of the various k'u d make it a point to see that wide ]_)UbllClty 18
T particularly, mention the cqqq inds of Government orders regarding lood-grain,
of course, Gazette notifications. ]n-u_«lof the Supply Department orders. I'here  are,
read the Gazette. I request (fe 1.]_"”‘,‘” many pcrsons know this ; how many persons
pbe best used. My previous gpe, k(m ble Prime Minister that this Department should
would give assistance to the adin_d.er was telling the House  that if used wisely it

JMNistration, T do agree thatif the Department can

be best used, it can, I think 7
’ ’ » BIVE publicity to various activities of the administration,
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Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: My S.l)k‘,.lk(‘.l‘,‘ ’mlr,_ ‘l?llo::li(\:fil‘i.\s(l:]dl
welcome this Motion more heartily than I dn: I consider, Sir, that 11 s
Governments should have a permanent l‘}}hll(‘ll)’ l)vp.'u‘llm‘.nt ;3‘1(1 to t Iist('bhf ity
support the Motion before the l-[qusc. _But;, Sir, I reserve to mysx.‘.ll t_hc n‘L,ll ok g e
cism in the future about the working of this Department. _ T quite concedte hl e
Department has not so far been able, on account of uncertainty and 1‘““;““1”0“‘3“ (“t. e
its existence, to show any marked result : but I hope that with {h(: consciousness 0 e
fact that it is going to be a permanent establishment, the Officers-in-charge 0[1 this
Department will really set their hearts at work and try to mukq the l).C].)m*tan.t‘:l
really useful one.  Sir, in my opinion the true test of the success of a l’ubhc}ty Dcpalt:
ment is its ability to remove misunderstanding, if any, between the public '.n‘ld the
Government of the day.  They ought to be able to bring to the notice uf_ the Govern-
ment the real grievances of the public and also to convince the public about th'c
bonafides o the Government and the (‘ﬂl_n‘ts which .thc l_;utcr lm_.\'.c made to rcmo\Ie

* their gricvances.  This is the first test of good working of a Publicity Dcp:u‘tmcnt: In
these days when meetings are l)'n_nn_cd and newspapers have been placed under rcstnf:‘tionf
in voicing ,public gricvances, it is the Publicity Department, run under the mgis o

the Government, which can, without any fear of prosccution or being banned, bring
casily to the notice of the Government the

real feeling of the public in certain matters
and for these reasons I would suggest that the Publicity Department officers should not
merely attend the big meetings

organised by the Government but also attend melas
and other assemblages of people, from time to time. They should mix with the

public and try to know what exactly is happening and what are the complaints of these
people.

Sir, the Publicity Department ought also to be
quickly and ought to be able to dissipate it speedily.
us. They ought to be able to get also All-India news
to subscribe news sheets of the United
matter of regret, Sir,
these News Agencies.
possible.

Sir, the daily paper takes about 7 days at least to go to the villagers and it is
also very diflicult for all villages to subscribe daily papers. In their tours the Pub-
licity Officers can go to important village centres and propagate important news to the
public,

Sir, I do not know how this Publicity Department is gomg to be organised in the
future, _I'should think that the Covernment should employ })ersons who are really
experts in the matter of publicity and for this purpose Government ought to get the
services of Pcrsons who have previous experience as news rcl)ortcrsh or who were
actually working in the Editorial staff of dilferent newspapers. ‘Those persons will be
more useful in the service of the Publicity Department. (Hear, hear!)

Sir, I do criticise the tendency of Government to employ I. C.S. Officers as

Heads of Publicity and Nation-building Departments. Sir, I do not know the reasons
which prompt the Government alway

s to undertake this step. But having taken that
step I should say that they should constantly follow that step. I mean they should not
h'c:qucntly experiment with different officers. I have seen, Sir, that in the Industry

cpartment, one officer was taken as Director of Industries and after he had worked for
wettme and gathered some experience he was transferred and ‘another I. C. S.
officer was taken there ; and after working for two or three years he too was transferred
and another officer is taken, Term of  their office is only 2 or3 years. After that
Period they are transferred and made District Magistrates or something like that.
Here also in the Supply Department we find that an I. C. S. officer has been appointed
as Head of the Department and probably before he can distinguish between what 1s

fine rice and what is coarse rice, he' will be transferred and placed in charge of a division
or in charge ol a district.

This is the way how our Government are changing the111r
officers from time to time. It does not help the proper working of a clcpartmerll)t ?Jtlcit
For instance, we find now that Mr. Hayley has been placed in charge of _tgeh uwilll Ug’
Department.  To-morrow he may be appointed a Deputy Commissioner anlr tz} Wil 2o
away throwing away all his experience and knowledge acquired so long.

able to secure important news
Mere local news will not satisfy
and for this purpose they ought
Press and the Associated Press as well. 1t isa
that we have found no provision for subscribing news sheets from
The Publicity Department should subscribe them as quickly as
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men : - to train an I. C. S. man as Publicity Oflicer lot them do so He may
wants really .

2¢ told that he will have to stick to the Department for at least ten yea .'_‘”! 10 ColRes
cration of this fact he should be told also that he would have to give up his ambition of
bﬂcoming a Deputy Commissioner or Commissioner  of  Divisions He must be
told like that, otherwise it is no use appointing an officer for a period of six :_uu:,t:es..m_d
allow him to make experiinent in various ways and then let him go clsewhere.  This
is not the I'ij!‘h[ way. "1r you l:,.'.l‘ anl. C. «,\“ officer for these yvears, | _l:.".‘.ﬂ for some
years only, then do not transfer him at all. Have somebody who is prepared  to
serve in this Department for years together or for a comsiderable !‘r:-_mi and  wry to
make it a success. This is all I have to say in this matter. '
There is also suspicion at large about the recent growing fondness of Governmenm

for this newly created Department. It has been getting more Patronage now than that
it used to get before. It is supposed that this is only on account of war activities and war
efforts that this Department is getting so much enconragement now, but as soon 03 Was
is over probably it will again be relegated to the background. The war activities,
i.e., lh(: pU}J]iCilY of war Jlﬁli‘z'hif'ﬂ. Sl]l,ul(] 1ot I,t-_ allowed to “.c.”i.[n.]i"‘ the .""h"r“ time
of the Publicity Department. So far as war efforts and war activities are coneer ned, there
is a Military Public Liaison Department which is doing very useful work in this ‘l”"'c'_
tion. This Liaison Department is carrying on its ;ur;p:w.nul.u with the help of
cinema, music and dances and these are more. attractive than vwihai the Pubiicity
Department of the Government of Assam conld possibly expect 1o do. So instead of
wasting our energy, wasting our time in trying to compete with the Military  activities
in this diretion it is better that the l’uhlirilly Jl)ﬂr-[:;u'nm-nl grives its whole hearted atten-
tion to give correct news to the public, give carrect information to the Government and
bring about a closer and friendliey l'f:]:lli:mship between the public and the Government,
Mr. N. DAWSON: Mr. Spftak(:r, Sir, T wish to ventilate ina few words a
grievance of the Darrang people. ] <-ntirfrl; agree that the Publicity Departunent is a
HCCCSSitY and 11”_131 it should e macle ;mrm:m:rm.; but I think we should have some
assurance that its scope SllfJU|d be much more extensive and its activitics tflll“i([(‘l'étl)l)-
widened. I confess that It was not until this morning that T realised that the Pup)j.
flt‘:’ Dcpartmcfnthwas still in existence and T may say, Sir, that the same holds good for
95 per cent. of t CPOPUIEllIf)n of Darrang. The people  of Darrang are completely
ignorant n(})]t orlljly of what is gong on outside the I'rovince but also of what is gninig
o inside the Province (hear, hear). There is no propaganda whatsoever,  There
is no ncws about controlled Prices, standard cloth and war cvents, etc. To all
intents and purposes the people of ])arr'( r @ r;1 letel 5 T . II:, \\-;.h--an ‘}l
defect lies I do not know. Whether it Jjog wane oo comp:ctery cut ofl. W here the
or whether it is due to lack of i 1es with the Publicity Department in Shillong
. i e 0ney to carry on effective propaganda or to lack
of co-operation on the part of digrie; officials T ; That is for the G
ment to find out, but T hope, Sir (1 lc als I do not know. That is for the Govern-
and expandcd the news which ];_ digch-lc
the Province. Eaae
Maulavi MUHAMMED MA
Sir, since the inauguratiop of
were repeatedly pressing the G
am glad to find that the Departm,
on secing the defects of tj,
nise it. The Publicity Depar

n the Publicity Department is re-organised
ates will reach every nook and corner of

th.I?}JL_I-I‘USSAIN CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker,
\;e: ublicity Department Mr. Moore and myself
entnn'};:nt to make the Department more efficient. I
CpaerWI I be made permancnt and the Hon’ble Premier
: Public o e tnt is ready to make it cfficient and to re-orga-
The public opinion j against the D was all along doing propaganda in towns only.
partment showcd. his activitieg <, Cpartment because the Oflicer-in-charge of the De-
hope from now this Practice wiil With the National War Front Confercnces only, [
visited by him and Perfectly efle not be followed and important village centres wil] be
tivators. The Publicity Offjee, 'Y€ Propoganda will be undertaker amongst the cyl-

. r so 5
the v1llag§rs. Mr. A ul Bay; Metimes 1ssues Press notes but these notes do not reach
bers of this House.  Sop, St audhury said that it does not reach even the Mem-

duty of the officer is ﬁnished. are sent to the Subdivisional Officers and here the

try to see that every Pregg -l would suggest, Sir, that Government should at Jeast
NOW-E-l-da_YS Propagands ¢ hrcachcs the people of every village,

zed countries.  In Assam e ha YOUgh radio sets is taken recourse to by all civilj-

Ve not got adequatc number of radio sets. Not to

"4
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s SR ste 1 ms even.
sperak of villages, we have not vot suflicient number of radio sets n 10‘;1 o
- « APy tety . . - 3 . 2 T A :
]I would ask the Government to sce their way to introduce radio sets in rux

e for this on a
so that our village people may be educated. 1 requested  Government ioxl th i ooy
. « s . v s . . . » - s S 3
previous occasion.  While speaking in connection with  this Department, 1 sa

: : e o S e g RS 1s Department
Government should ISSUC SOmMe  news lm_lls_l‘m Or newspapet through ]tl‘l1§ : ] R
for enlightening the public about the activities of Government : but t 1at has . '1
fimars dlceres.. 1 hope Government will take sullicient note of it and see their w ay that :

bulletin - be published from the capital of the Provinece. Mr. Moore has suggtste(}
that a broadcasting station be established in Assami. I am in favour of it. ‘In Bt_n.?:‘l
there are two such stations but there is not a single station in Assam. So far as this

2 ocs - i) e 18 wav
matter is concerned, we are living behind, 1 hope the Hon’ble Premier will see his way
to establish a station at least in Shillong.

: ; . v CCPOssi-
['like to pay tribute to Mr. Hayley'for the picture he had shown on the ‘Possi

» bilities of Hydro-clectric Power in Assam.” Of course, that picture indlc:ltr‘.d_somc
possibilities of himself, Nevertheless that picture should be an cye-opener to the lea-
ders of Assam.  Assam has got so many possibilitics but the peoble of Assam lm\'c.not
yet been benefited by the  gift of nature. It was Mr. Hayley \\'hl:) lu‘_st bl‘o_ught it to

r the notice of the Members of the Legislature and then he showed this picture in motussil

arcas to acquaint the public with the facts.
it is the duty of the Government as well to
of the people.

Now, Sir, the Publicity Department is going to be permanent. 1 will request
Government to select such officers from the public who are well versed with the affairs.
Only patronising some candidates will not do. Competent persons who have journalis-
tic experience should be appointed.  With these few words, I recommend " that the
Publicity Department should bhe made permanent.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker_,
Sir, I am obliged to every hon.” Member who has spoken on this subject and 1 am
glad to find that every one agrees with me that the Province should have a Permanent
Department of Publicity and Propaganda.  Various suggestions were made to make
this Department more useful to the public. Suggestions  were also made to ask
Mr. Hayley, the l’ubli(tity Officer to sce that the rural population can also get in
touch with and benelit from this Department. 1 may inform the hon. Members that
we have already proceeded on this line. My, Hayley accompanied me during my
January and February tour to all the big National War Front rallies and meetings
that were held both in the Surma Valley and in the Assam Valley. Maulavi Magqbul
Hussain Chaudhury rightly remarked that the Publicity Officer or his subordinates
should take advantage of other similar gatherings in ovder to bring home to them
the advantages of the Publicity Department. The same suggestion was made to me
by my  I'riend Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhur; that Mr. Hayley should attend, if

 possible, all the big hats and festive gatherings.  Certainly it will be unwise on the
part of the Publicity Department if they ignore to send their representatives to the

rallies of National War Front.  For any one who has scen this kind of meetings or

rallies, must have an impression what immense crowds gather therein—from 5,000 to
even 25,000 has been the limit of the gatherings during the last meetings that I addressed
and where Mr, Hayley was

3 also present and took the advantage of this concourse
-of people to speak to them. I know, Sir, that Mr. Hayley had his own meetings at
other times, for before Joining me in the Assam Valley, he went to Habiganj, the
Subdivision which 1 excluded from my itinerary in January last. Then again another
Suggestion made by Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhur} was regarding meeting of public
demands, Whenever Mr, Hayley went to different Subdivisional towns, he met
with such demands and he made a note of all the points raised and placed th_em before
me on which T took suitable action., So, the Publicity Department under its present
head has already brought a closer contact between the Government and the people
at large. P ) .

Mr. Moore has made a very novel and, T think, a good suggestion in as much

: : € iviti doings of the Publicity De-

as that he wants that the reports on the activities and doi g,d Rl U
partment should be drawn up in the shape of a memorandum and ple
House. I will see that the suggestion is acted upon.

It is not only the duty of the public but
utilise the natural resources for the benefit
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Mr. Abdur I{:llllll;l!l, as 11'-“;1', has found fault with Government fol ;_...',‘ -,:nu"]g
wide puh]i(:ity of ]nif:f' control "f'l"l“- We ."” our ulinost 1n 1.",.- reapect _ “ c i‘::ﬂ'-—
lish them in the Government .f,,-,yc-“r and in few NeWapapet that  arec pul hished in
the Province and we send copies of our orders 1o the 1) puty  Caonnanm loners and
Subdivisional Officers and ask them o give wide publiciiy as much as po ible. He
advises that the Publicity Department should undertake the job of bringing home to

the country-side of the new orders of Government as regards pric c control and some
matters connected with this.  For this purpose, I am afraid, it will require a bigger
staflf in the ]’u})lir:it}' J)rrp;ulrm'nl to do this jh“.‘: r'lll'ﬁr'tu!If- and 1 gather that I will
have to come before the House with a bLig bill. Jut in spite ol the ;"”'”“”";{ of the
present staff and funds, this Department do the publicity job  of announcing the
present day prices that Il;t"v’f: been fixed by Government and diflerent price control
orders, through its publicity vans, in the.rural arcas where the vans can go. 1
know that Mr. Hayley was collecting all the different Government orders and pub-
Jish them after translating them into Assamese and Bengali, with the idea o1 hringing
them home to the people at large throughout the two Valleys. 1 am sorry to hear
from Mr. Dawson that this Department has not yet made its existence felt in the
District of Daitrang which, as he said, is a depressed one. | know Darrang is higher
in altitude than places like Gauhati and Jorhat and is that the reason why our
radio sets do not work so properly there as in Gauhati and similar other places 7 Howa
ever, -1 will tell Mr. Hayley to visit the District of Darrang as carly as possible. 1
remember that Mr. Hayley had been to Tezpur once or twi ¢, but I think he could

not see Mr. Dawson, who lives some 30 miles out of the towrn.

Sir, I do not think I need say anything more And I
the suggestions made by different spe:
One word more and that is My,
there should be a Government news

gzive this assurance that all
wkers will be given eflect to as [ar as possible.
Maqgbul Hussain Chaudhury’s suggestion  that

; ¥ ; bulletin = published daily from the Publicity
Department. ~ Formerly the Publicity Department used to send  weekly to the mo-

fussil the review of world affairs and war news and also matters of local interest.
But since thc_ National Wflr Front hag been publishing two vernacular weekly news-
papers, one 1n ASS{U}’N:S(: for the Assam Valley and the other in Bengali for the Surma
Valley, the Publicity Department utilize a1 least one sheet of (hose newspapers for
publishing its news. It js proposed,  subjcct to help  from  Central Government

both 1n funds and availability of papers, 1o increase the circulation of those week-
lies so that two sheects for publicity

i iffi news may be utilized, and distribute them in both
the.Vallcys. It is very difficult to start;}: ncwspnpc,.’ f-m(.J to make it attractive,
various_things ha\ick Bot 1o be done, which Qovermeni il Wosgoilioloncing
W(():ssi‘;;ig try to make our literature ag attractive and as useful to the public a3
= The Hon’ble the SPEAKER -

¢“[hat this House recomr
institution in the Province.>
The question was adopted.

The question s ;
he Publicity Department be made a permanent

Discussion on My,

Baidyanath Mookerjee’é starred question No. 15
Re Report of .
Enquiry regarding the Jorhat Jail incident 3
AKFER .
subject matter of the Starrelgléi ? __NOW half an hour’s debate may be taken up on the
Assarél I.aeggg%_‘fel\?\ssembly Rulessuon No. 15, under the Proviso to Rule 40 of the
Srijut INI KUMA 2
was the subject matter of ,é{trt(‘]HAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the incident whijch
charge was pleased to decljpn, o4 Question No. 15 which the Hon’ble Ministep.in.
CC]ln(_ to n

it it o 2001, 1 answer this morning, was most deplorable. It ook
the malter to the notjce o

: of G‘“arY, 1943 and on the 8th March, 1943, 1 brought
ment Motion. At that time th overnment in this House by way of an Adjourn-
Premier said that on the may " MOP‘OH had to be ruled out, hecause the Hon’ble

ter a judicial enquiry was being held and it being

The Hon’ble the SPR,

. §



1944 DISCUSSION ON QUESTION 163
l)_
sub-judice, could not be discussed in _lhis House.  But sumcun?c Irzluv.r,mi;n :}0‘1[1:3
S il ke s ' as on the 27th March last when I brought : 5
of the same session, it was ; e Beine hatiie: o the flooe of this House, he admit-
again to the notice of the Hon'ble Pri i : . ])p!)u[\' Coitiisiors \\:1‘0!1§Il}'
It was agreed that the enquiry was
al which laid down that enquiry was to 'g('
: by the District Magistrate. T'he Commissioner had absolutely nol_hlhng\;g b‘.‘f
lllful‘ o) l il y. Sir, I mentioned on the floor of the House that the enquiry he y
soan 1l.mt '(:ml\ull-l-'-i-stl'latc’\\-.as completed and that actually his report was being typed and
s I)l'h“fhlll‘) lll:( (%1)\'(‘1 niment.  But even then the report had not reached lht‘rGO\'(‘l'll'
U"‘“-“”"“‘t'l‘w 17“1 March although about 5 days before the 27th March, when I met the
“""“lll(:'”(:Uli];lissinncl‘ at ]nrh;tl; he told me that the iu\'vstig;uinn was finished and hc
D.Lil)l\vl-'iltcl1 a report which was being typed ;uu.l alter 1t was typed he was going to SL\I}%
o he Government.  Now in reply 1o the various questuons put by diflerent ;\h‘mlf"“
o 'I~HII 111‘15‘- the Hon’ble Prime Minister said like this. I am reading only that portion
. l'h;b 15 " ] \-J'llll to the present debate, He said ““the reports are generally treated as
o -15 l'f’lcd‘) ‘umcnlk;‘ and are not published. But in view of the Very serious nature
C‘f”h'd(_ll]%h}" “i )"”1)‘;5‘: to lay the report or the portions thereof before the House
. mf.:.c ;;l-l&';\--’lcm%)crs have got richts and privileges which the public outside have not’’,
“:"IL(“:(;; the ;‘15:;[11;;111(:17 which the Hon'ble Prime Minister gave about gz year ago.
Jl[}::n he further said in reply to a question put by My, i\'it‘c-‘ndru Nath Deb I S
pared to lay the report b’c[‘m-c tllc:_ l’IU‘usc but not to send copies to ﬂlc_l‘t‘Spcc.tnfe o
of the hon. 1\‘1(:111.bcrs"_‘ I'hen being further q“‘f““"“’_d lh,(,“ HPH l)le_PI‘I[llC Minister said
““A Press Note will ])C‘ISSUC)(I alter the report iy reccived”. Then in Brpthar T
my questions the Hon’ble Premier said ““This is 4 VEry important Mmatter and therefore

as soon as the report is received tary I will take 1t into considera-

ted that there was no judicial enquiry  and that
e : e TNy L .
telegraphed that a judicial enquiry \‘\{‘li[lnl“:-‘. held,
= ' ! : 3 - .
it v the rules ot the Jail Manuy
being held under the rules of the |

by the Seccre
tion.”’

So that was the position the
about a year ago, Now, to-d
ment be pleased to lay on
according to the assurance

Hon’ble Premier
ay what has h;
the table (he

took up with re
tppened ? The Que
report of the e

gard to this 19

: latter
stion wag “Will ¢

e overn-

; : nquiry made by Government
given during the Budget Session of the Assembly, 1943

regarding the Jorhat Jail incideny »* I'he Hon’ble Minister absolutely refy : 2

that Question. Then as regards the name or n )

enquiry, which was the

ames of the

to-day, the
not be per
he enquiry, but after some pe
B \\"hittakcr, he discloseq th

sed to answer

: Persons i
second Question

first refused to answer that Question,
names of the persons who made {
by my hon. Friend on the left M

: issi ] I cputy Commis-
stoner and the C.ommlssmnf_:r made the nquiry. Now he wag asked when the DCputy
Commissioner submitted his report, No-GCly was given tq that. e & e e
cven the date of the Teport. — So it is quite UP 10 us to infep that the repo
received long long ago and it has beep shelved,

Then, Sir, as regards the Con
Friend whether the Commissioner agrees with the fing
Commissioner because between the two they have ¢t
the report. 1If the Deputy Com

e ) time to submit
missioner and the Commi

taking such a long time in submiiting

¢en drawn up ag

SOMmissioner are really guilty for
@ report, I think, broceedings shoylq have
ainst them, but ag they are officers beyond the control of this Govern-
ment they have been allowed to sit tight over a matter has taken th
months to he completed. It is an unheard-of thing,
Then,

ese long 12
as regards the other
Sagar was present at Jorh

(b) put

10 made the
He could

Minister at
_ disclose the
rsuasive remarks made
at the

't was
umissioner’s enquiry I

ings
aken ap

Question whether the Superintendent of Police
at on the night of o T i

Sib-
ceurrence—-which js g pertinent question,
the Hon’ble Minister refused to answer. It would have been
answer those Questions after seeing the report.

very easy for him to
He wants absolutely {o keep the Houyse

n the Hon’ble Premier the other da

n launched as a result of the report suhb.
the Commissioner. The only action whigp
edings have been drawn Up against the Jajloy

in dark about the incident.
that no judicial
mitted by the

has been taken

But we got it fror
action, no prosecution have hee
Deputy Commissu)nﬂcr or
is that departmental proce
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and the Assistant Jailor on account of the incident on that da But we have hearg
i]] Ccourse ()f |I|t: infu”lu".liun ‘..i:if '1 ]:.ui bicen vive 1 1asl yrag hat the J-utdorr swas .."“-l‘:"
at the timec and the Assistant Jallor was also st [hen swhat happencd to the
persons who ::(:lu:n”)’ inflicted 5:,-jurif“. on these 151 i 11 d Whe Auited these
p(;(,l,](:}‘ Did <omebody come from outside the Jail and o thted them or did s0me
demons or Bhuts or evil .‘aiiiril% come {rom outside and azsaulted these people? - Sip
1}](:[‘(: is a])sr)llltcl}’ 110 t”“'[hf,:‘.fi“ll [(;1 [i‘;r ll‘,!:'i,:t' .'_Ilhj Tad | ter pefrise Loy viswel :{}O‘s{‘
()_}Jcstiuns. "I'hf: matter is not at all sub-judice, but the departinental pro ceding which
usually end in farce have been treated as sub-judice. I'he plea ot sub-judice 1s enurely
wrong, it is a lamc excuse. It do:s not absolve the Hou'ble Ninister lrom relusing

to answer the Questions. The attitude of the Govermment in this matter alter 12

months of the occurrence lends support 1o the view that the
some hand in getting all these political prisoners assaulted.

rule that this matter is not at all sub-judice. If the Government liked they could have
given the information. Government do not like to give the nformation and i
is common knowledge that when a man who does not answer a question, it must be
presumed that the answer which he gives will go against himm. [ hat is the presumption,

If he does not answer a straight question then the only inference is that the mformation
comfortable mmajority, now  that

up to us whao

Goverpment must have
So, Sir, I hope yvou  wil)

goes very much against bim. Now that th .y have a
the Housc is thin, the Government will behave as they like.  But it s
have the sensc of justice to condemn the Government for their refusal to answer on
an incident which was barbarous, uncivilised and worthy of only a barbarous and uncivi.
lised Government and not of the Government of which Sir Muhammad Saadulla
is the head. .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, we arc discussing tl!”f matter under Rule 40 of the Assiamn l.t-gisl;lli\‘«‘ .‘\SS(‘IIIIJIY
Rules, and I was admiring the very lucid and the very lorcible way in which
the raiser of this debate  wag placing matters before the House till he
came to the cnd_. I_t is extremely painful for me to sce that a sudden brawl and
2 sudden attack in ajail without the knowledge of Government has now been sought
by that hon. Member to have been engineered Ly the Government. It is & shame
that a man who once adorned these denches now cames oiit wiihi this kind of insingss
tion, and the very man wle)m he ?1(:]{11(JW](:(‘|'_;(:(! as his leader i now to be condemned
for an occurrence _Wl‘tll which his Government had absolutely nothing to do.

It is rather Pz}lr}lul for me to admit that it was a very very llllSil\."Ulll'Y occurrence
in the Jorhat Jail th;lt took plac(:. on the 21st February, 1943. Notice of that we re-
ceived by mcans of a telegram which | placed before the House no sooner the matter
was brought (l)c‘lortch i, };,y way of an Adjournment Motion by Mr. Rohini Kumar
Chaudhuri. {OI .. cl.ln ormation of the House, I will give all the consecutive
dates 50 tha’ %;end Svuhsgt:ggg _]{I?OW and make up their mind whether the Government
g?lélcc?riioaﬁglay as gar a‘:s. Ilios;irbllrc;. POstponing the ultimate action or in directing their

-nce _

Thiccocgsrl'rchavc gﬁcadp]a,f&: on: the ,Zfl'th Fcbru;}ry, 1943, a very regrettable
OccmrreBth March 1943, and ]y admitted.  Then the Adjournment Motion was brought
oot thc(}ovemment was a docwjy that time the only information that was in the hands
of the ¢ S nei whate e ugsd rricnt orrather a very cryptic telegram from the Deputy
Comml'srhcn during the coy -t t¢ term “judicial enquiry”’, which he said was being
held-thc procedure adopte'dn}c (_)l the same session, I admitted belore thc. House
tuir rather the enquir Y the D(fputy Commissioner did not make 1l a judicial
enq rc’) conceal T would }31/ Must have been under the Jail Manual. If I had any
1:'hmgthe report which we rave- concealed those matters then and there. I find, Siy,
i]‘rngg———the report was rather zcew?d from the Deputy Commissioner on the 4th July,
the' Deputy Commissioner Clilré{)(;ls "lUCulnCnt—_that jmlrlediatcly after t'hc occurrence
the evidence of a few witnesgeg he the enquiry himsell ;  but having r(?(:,()[‘-dcd
some other matter and he deput dad been f:allefl away to make an enquiry into
conduct further record of eVidef one of his Extra Assistant Cg)rnmlssmne{-s -
before the House that this coulq not?e' Wh_@f} I knew this, I lrr]me-d'mtcly ad_mitted
same officer is to hear all the evidcnc;e)c a Judicial enquiry, for in a judicial enquiry the

and not that one officer should start the enquiry
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TR T Magistrate v as deputed for the work,
s S i I““hi}l u'"‘-x\]:m'l-‘[c]-lit).n1-1\:-1\"1}‘T(lnl {‘;[l(h, \\;;lal;::h.“ 1.\-\Ll!l(vlr 8th March further
“.(--”rd(._d m‘.[.(l“.m-'(.:(-(l:,f:;:‘l(ll l;w :[Iu- Deputy Cnnnniwinncr himself and his enquiry was
C\'“I(‘l““i -\;"Su“{lu- 28th  June because f{or some  reason or other lw.could‘ not get
tl“:l(:::::: H]‘_]_“m the Sup:'riz‘llvml('nl. of the Jail, \‘:\‘ilhﬂl‘lt _ ;ln_\’. c.\‘l‘)l‘css:on ?i.;\};:‘nl;:;
i'.-um the Superintendent of the Jail, the .nt‘[)ll(}' Commissioner Sultu .;p \1{‘1 ‘-[)t‘mj
hrough the Commissioner, and we received 1t on lh‘r‘ 4th  July 1943, 1(11- !
: um'll‘Ll- Minister-in-charee weng through the report he found that there were certain
:;i:::ltc:‘;\-:'l:ic:l; had not been im'c-stig;a_h-cl. and in order to come to g ﬁn.:l cleci:\‘io.n tl}uSL‘
gaps had to be filled in. And 1]!:'!'1_‘tnrv a lt'llvr. was ;1(1(11':‘.\‘:4&'.(1 to the (.m_nlmssumc\ on
the 11th August, 1943 (6 make @ turther enquiry on certain pomts which I need not
detail here. The Commissioner’s final !(‘t‘nlnln('l.ll].lltnfl ol p‘rcn‘vvdmg. (lv.p;u‘llncm:ﬂly‘
only against one  Assistant Jatlor was posted ' I!t\ln‘(!;lllhil!ll‘ on the 30th Dcccm}wl‘,
1943, and was received ip Shillong in the Nt“w \uu‘r._ lln_.‘: _matter was carefully
gonce into in the light of the report and the I-}nu_ lmlv‘]udun.‘tl_ Minister h:l(!\!h:} courtesy
to consult me. and on perusal of the very c!t'i_:-vin'u‘rvpnrt of the Deputy (.nl}nnlsmonm‘
we came to the conclusion that the entire, Jaal stafl should 13('. pt‘m‘('cdc(.l with dcpart-
mentally.  The jailor was.away at the time, andsg proceedings are being conducted
against all the thrcc- .'\Sh‘lsl.:l!l[ ‘]:nl_ors. .
" Now the Question this mornming was ““Wil] the (
table the report of enquiry made by Government
ing the Budget Sv‘ssmn of the Assembly, 1943,
name or names of the persons who made the

rovernment be pleased to |
according 1o the assurance
rvf_;‘;-n'd'mg the Jorhat J
chquiry™  IfT had

ay on the
. SHCE given dup.
ail inciden? The

any-hand ip ye Dlying
e Elven "l these rc:])lu‘s_ sariatim (/'u'm',. heary, But my Hon’ple II"r'ieua
thought that as departmenga) proceedings ape 8OINg on  againgt three Assistang
Jailors, the laying of (he report on the table of the House ‘

would create
might ivgilimnu-]y claim to have been Prejudiceq
‘by this action. By although he refused (o lav at present the report of the De ;
Commissioner on the table, I stick 1o the assurance 1 Save last yveqap that
these departmental Proceedines ape over, the report will pe laid on the t;
House. My Hon'ble Colleague  has already  staged that, Sir, in this
Ministry could very well  have accepted  the recomme

atmosphere as (he Assistant Jailors

Case the

A _ ec ndation of ¢he highest adminjg.
trative officer of the district, viz., the Cmnlmsstunnr and proceed only against one
Assistant Jailor. In:tead, Government save orders to proceed inst a1
Assistant Jailors, Ag a matter of f;

| | against al] (he three
vt ifthe  Jailor hag not been absent at the time
" proceedings would have been drawn up agamst him (og, ]

P > D

Srijut ROHINT KUMAN CHAUDHUR]T

actual assailants?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid  Siy MUHAMMAD .SAADUI,
assailants are very diflicult to fing out.  I‘rom the report of the Deputy Gommissioner
it is clear that even those who were assaulted could pot recognise the actual asgajl.
ants, This is of course very unfortunate. We can only proceed against the Assist-
ant Jailors who were delinquent of theiy dutics, and if thejy negligence g Proved  they
will be suitably punished, = hope that in future there will pe
able incident. Siv, T have Placed all the

AT1 e 2 L .
Will no  action be taken against the

LA : The actual

10 such ugly apg regrett-
relevant dates ag well as Mmaterials befopa
the House and I am sorry that the Hon’ble I\/Iinistcr-in-charge of Jail lumped
all “the Questions in reply together from No. 15 (9) to (4) although the' dige

- rent heads
(@), (b, (¢ » €tC., related to different

matters. He simply sta(ed S certain depary.
menta] proceedings are being taken, Government do not consider it desirable to Ia

the papers on the table at thig Juncture.” Tt only replies to No.15 a). 10pe my
on’ble Colleague will remember this debate and if possible give exact informg.
tion before the House.... .

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Sir, it : ]
ceeding at gz snail’s pace. It took one year to get the dcztalls of the Incidenc
the local authorities. I this pace is maintained, I am alraid, the_proceedmgs against
that Assistant Jailor will (ake another 2 ar 3 years and by the time the lease of this
House expires ‘the enquiry will Dbe finished and jt may not be the lot of the

Members
ol this House to receive the detailed report as has been assured by the Hon’pje

seems the Government is pro-

e from
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Premier. - This time there has been a qualification in his assurance. I'he for mer  ASSUs
rance in the prt:vitms SCSS10N Was unr!u;,!;s;.-;l I'his tine there s a quiatlihe j-.llﬂ“
that after the judicial or departmental proceedings are finished the report ill be

wt scas10n.

placed. Can he assure as to the availability of this report before the ne

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: \Most pro-
bably.
The Hon’hlr: the SPEAKER :© Next session 18 100 liyerer o1 L1LTDC (.r'nr':.‘."-&_\ w¢e
meet in December.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: There is no other way as they will not
be sending the reports to our homes and therclore can we not expect i1 at the next
session of the Asse nbly in December  next ? ‘

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyvid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Ay Friend
knows ‘‘slow and steady wins the race”. Although we are accused af prof ceding at
snail’s pace, we will achieve the result the hon. Members want. ,

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, will the Hon'ble Prime
Minister give the replies to the other Questions.  These Questions are not connected
with the Assistant Jailor at all. - N

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA :  Sir. I will rec to that.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir, some of

the Questions I can reply immediately, if you permit.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER @ Very  well, but you have got only 3 INInuLes.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADI JI.LA: Sir, the answer
to (a) is already in print. s &

The next Question i3 ““The name or names of the persons who made the enquiry ?
I have already stated, Sir, the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Humphrey held the enquiry
originally. Then an  Extra Assistant Commissioner ; I do not remember  the
name but my Friend Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali says that his name Is Suijut
Rati Kanta Sarma. He continued for 10 days. After that the Deputy Comimnissionert
continued. This enquiry evidently was held under scction 202 of the Criminal
Procedure Co.dc which was a judicial enquiry but later on it-was found that it did not
fulfil the requircments of the Criminal Procedure Code and therclore we prt:sumcd
that 'the. enquiry was under the Jail Manual.

T'hen the reply 1o (¢) is: Yes, the Superintendent of Police, Sibsagir, was present
at Jorhat. ’ '
e b v i by e gl oo by oy i befr

(¢) The nams of the Off int l(:‘]r.l..ll cr;.mpuund -L!u: “:If[}/ is: No. '

. i Bl L& 1 ilcer who sent for the Police.  The reply 153 I'hat the
Police asscmbled at the jail gate on hearing the sound of alarm and were sent inside
by the scTn;lor x:;smtantr Jaxlor; Babu Gojendra Nath Ghose.

(f) e. name of the Police Officer who sent the Police force.  The reply is:

There was no Police officer, - SAeey ce
in by Gojendra Babu, I'he Police assembled at the jail  gate and was sent

The name of th : ; _
jail. (g}I‘he reply is: ThecSegifgccr-m'Charge of the Police force who was sent to the

(k) The number of Jaj] 'rh,su.b'InSPCCtor of Police, Tribhuban Dube.
pumber of jail inhabitants o dbltan.ts. who were injured. The reply is: ‘The
come down to 80 according tq 1']10 V\((:n; Injured was given last year. ‘T'he number has
Srijut ROHINI KuM 1¢ report of the Civil Surgeon or the Jail Superintendent.

puke from the Hon’ble PriAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, in spite of a very strong re-

< : me niete : . A
tion and my object has inister, I thank him as he has given the informa-

. ee : : :
absence in those Benches, N achieved. His strong rebuke shows that he feels my

(Loud !aug}ltgr) .
The Assembly ‘was thep adli Adjournment
Shillong - 1 Journed till 2 p.m., on Friday, the 10th March, 1944,
The 6th April 1944, j A. K. BARUA,

Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.







