72 QUESTIONS [6711

MAR.

Proceedings of the Fourteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative Assem-
bly, assembled under the provisions of the Government of India Act,
1935.

The Assembly met in the Asscmbly Chamber, Shillong, at
the 6th March, 1944.

11 a.m., on Monday,

PreEsenNT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble
Ministers and fifty-two Mcmbers,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)
Improvement of the Assam Trunk Road and Cachar Trunk Road

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJELE asked :

*8, (a) Are Government awarc that the Assam Trunk Road and the Cachar
Trunk Road are in a most deplorable condition ?

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state what steps they have taken or
intend to take to improve the condition of these roads ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

8. (a)—The Roads have been greatly improved and arc carrying far more traflic
than in the past. =

b)-——Improvcmcnt is in progress.

M['. BAIDYANATH MOOK]%](_IEF, AI'(: c;f)\f(:rnmc“t aware t]lfll th.(: I'H;I_(] ]" i”
such 2 condition that a car cannot run at a speed more  than 20 miles per hour ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Which road ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The Assam Trunk road.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir. I
have myself travelled on thatroad in the middle of the Jast month and I T s l'll;lﬁ
a greater portion of the road was under process of tarring and about one-third Bl il

d. Im . : : 56
dy been ;arn}acadame . provement of the road is in progress : . 4
:Svao Ymonths it will be as good as the Shillong-Sylhet road. Progugss A i e

The Hon’ble ttihe ?JPE(?KER:. The hon. Member Srijut Ghanashyam Das in
whose name Question No.9 stands is absent. But the Question should be replied.

Grant of family or persomal allowances to security prisomers

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS asked :

WwWill Govern 1 <ol
1#9. (a) ment be pleased to state the names of security prisoners in

have been granted famil - :
sam who : t amily or personal allowanc i ;
isd the amount sanctioned in each case ?p ces with thi date of sanction

(b) 1s it a fact that many of the s-curity prisoners y )
. i ey soners and their families who have
been informed of such sanction are not receiving the same as yet ? =5

(¢) Ifso, why ?

t The Question was answered under Ass 5 =5
shyam Das was absant. embly rule 38 although the Questioner Srijut Ghana

——]
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The Hon'ble Maulav: Saiyid Sic MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

| ! Government are not l::vn.n‘t'.tl to publish the names of security I"'ls‘"“‘}'s:
but will supply information in any particular case to any enquirer who has reasons for
desiving it. 66 persons were sanctioned allowances (31 porsons family allowances only,

17 persons family and personal allowances and 18 persons personal allowances only).
The range of allowances sanctioned, 1s
Family Rs.25 to Rs.00,
Personal Rs.5 te s, 1O,
(b)- -Government have no reason to believe so. I any specific case is cited
they will make an enquiry.
{ Does not arise.

Srijut ROHINT KUMAR (‘.ll.-\ljl)HURl v Is it a fact that Sl‘i‘jllt Mohi Kanta
Das, a pleader of the Tezpur Bar of 10 years' standing and who is the sole earn-
ing member of the family, has not been given any allowance ? :

| The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 want notice
of that Question, Sir.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 raised this Question in the last
November Session also.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
perhaps the case has been looked into.
the name.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I thank vou, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH M. OKERJEE: May 1 know why some of
priso ers have not been given family or personal allowance ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The cages of
those who applied for either p(‘.l:SOIlill or lamily allowance were taken
sideration, but there are a certain number who have not applied for it.
were made about the cases of thosn. who applied :md‘ 1t was found th
no family allowance was justified (:llh(‘l' on account ot the fact (h
aflluent condition or that the sccurity prisoner was not the carning member,

Mr. BAIDYANATH h'fk)Olf.lile".l‘) g M;_ly I know on what . e
is granted ; 1 mean, on what l)nm:w the 2_ll11011tA1l n t‘hc range ol allowances. from ch 59
to Rs.60 and from Rs.5 to Rs.10, is decided to be granted to the security i)l‘i*‘-une-‘\;‘)

: - T ) . rs i

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir ;\lUI‘T:’_\Nl.L\’IJ\D SAADULLA - The all
are granted according to the needs of the family em_nhme ca Owances
the member confined? S tapacity of

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: May I knoy who m

BAID akes the en uir
the condition ? L

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
OfTicer, Sir.

In that case,
However, we will call for paperse 1 note dowy

the security

into cons
. Enquiries
ut-m SOme casge
at the family is In an

and also the

The District
icti rder on some securitveppes
Restriction o ity Prisoner M.L.A’s.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :
% 10. Do Government proposc to withdr
ar Borooah, M.L.A. ?
Lakh’*{:m{]ﬂ. Will Government be pl_eascd to state—
(a) Whether Srijut Gopinath  Bardoloi and My, A 2
allowed to attend the next Session of the - ALK,

aw ‘estrict]
the restriction orders served on Srijut

Chanda will be

Assem] ?
(0) 1f not, why not ? . mbly
(¢) Whether they proposec to withdraw tje restriction order on both of
them ?

(d) If not, why not ?
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replicd

10.—The answer is in the negative, but he has been prrmitted to make the
journey to Shillong in order to attend the Assembly Session.
11. (a)—No anplication has been received from the gentlemen named, 1o doubt

because they have been required to reside in Calcutta for medical treatinent
(b)—Does not arise.

(¢)—No.
(d)—The grounds of detention would have to be communicated 1o them
had thcy not been relcased on a restriction order {or inedical treatinent, Giovernment

are not prcparcd to givc the grounds for restriction, since these gentlemen may become
liable to detention again in future. -

Babu KARUNA SINIJI“, ROY - Mav I know 3-;]‘.1'.' the restriction referred to in
question No.10 has not been withdrawn ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am not pre-
pared to disclose the fact,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MO()K]'}RJFJ".: May I know when the order has been
passed permitting him to attend the Assembly Session ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULI.LA: T'he hon., Mem-

ber has been granted sufficient time to come to the Assembly Session.

Release of security prisoners detained under the Defence of India Act

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :

* 12. Will Government be pleased to state whether they have considered the
question of releasing or setting at liberty of persons, detained as security  prisoners
under the Defence of India Act ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

12.—Yes: So far, up to 15th February 1914, 239 persons were  released against
orders of detention passed on 429 persons since August 1942,

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: What is about the other prisoners ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Their cases are
occasionally reviewed.

Re Municipal Roads of Sylhet and Gauhati
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :
* 13. (a) Are Government aware that the Municipal Roads of Sylhet and
Gauhati are in a most deplorable condition ?
(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state what steps they have taken
or intend to take to improve the condition of these roads ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY replied :

13. (a)—Government are aware that Roads not only in Sylhet and Gauhati
bugﬁin other towns of the Province also are badly damaged by heavy military
trainc.

(b)—Government are collecting details with a view to approach the

military authorities requesting them to make a substanti: i i 2
repairs of these roads. 4 tial contribution towards the

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I k n di i
to knO;: ali)_;)ut,:)}lle dSe;?!ora}i)_ie Conditif)]n of the r?)zrlds ?now when tid Govesnment rame

The Hon'ble Srijjut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: G "
mc;g are aware of the fact that the roads have been badly damaged by heavy m?l‘i,f;?y
tratiic.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: How long ago ? .

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CH y
give the exact date, el CHAKRAVAR des

Mr. BAIDYANATH .MOOKERJEE : What act
bring the matter to the notice of the military authority ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CH -
stated that in my answer. HANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: I have

’ .&'L:‘i

I cannot

1on did Government take te
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: T want to know since when Government
have been collecting details to approach the military authorities ? ' s
The Hon'ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: 1 cannot

give the exact date.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : How long will it take to collect the infor-
mation ? .

The Hon'ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : I hope, 1t
will not take long.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI : May I take it that the words ‘““other
towns’ in the reply include Jorhat town also ? . ) _ -
The Hon'ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Gertainly,
S50.

Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : Are Government aware that so -l‘:u' as
Dhubri Municipality is concerned, the Deputy Commissioner made an enquiry last
year and recommended to Government for a certain sum for repairing the roads which
were damaged by military traflic ? .

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: We are con-
sidering the casc of all the Municipalities together.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)

. Sale of National Savings Certificates
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked:

5. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have issued any instruc-
tions to the District Subdivisional Executives to force the sale of National Savings
Certificates to petty dealers and  other license-holders and also through village
Sarpanches ?

(b) Are Government aware of the complaints made by people against such
sale of National Savings Certificates ?

(¢) Are Government awarc of its reaction on the price level of licensed
articles ?

(d) Are Government aware that the petty dealers holding N
Certificates are realising amounts in their turn from  their customers ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :

5. (a)—At the request of the Government of India, Government have launched
a small Savings Scheme whereby National Savings Certificates are sold by authorised
agents to the public, who are thereby saved the trouble of going to the Post Offices
to fill up forms and the agents receive a commission of four annas for each Rs.1¢0
certificate sold. The choice of agents is lett to District Officers to whom Goverp.
ment have issued instructions against any fcrm of compulsion in selling these

ational Savings

certificates.

(6), (¢) & (d)—Government have no information. This, however, being an
anti-inflationary measure, is more likely to lower than to raise the level of prices of
other articles.

Mr. E. H. S. LEWIS : May I know, Sir, whether the public may be saved from

the trouble of going to the Post Offices each time a purchase is made for filling up the
forms which are so complicated ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : This probably refers
to National Savings Ce: tificates.

Mr. E. H. S. LEWIS: I could not follow.
; Phe How’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: It refers to National
Savings Certificates and I think the agents give receipts when they sell the certificates,

_ Mr: E. H. S. LEWIS: Wil Government consider, in view of the desire to sell
the certificates, to make the certificates somewhat easier to buy ?

In United Kingdom it is only necessary to fill up forms for the ﬁr§t purchase.
For S}J.bsequcnt purchases the buyer hands over his money and gets a certificate addeq
to his book, somewhat on the lines of the Pogt Office Savings account.

-
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ASSAM MOTOR VEHICLES RULES, 1910,

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: 5 the far 2
I am aware, have been made as simple as possible.  Simplhificate i3 © ain !
of this National Savings Certificates Campaign, so that the Ilagres vith
through any complicated formalitics can purchase these certificate

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it compulsory or voluntars

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUI MATIN CHAUDIHIURI It s

thiant «r !.': ot

1

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Arc Government
Magistrates have asked their subordinates to realise moncy by npulsion

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI Government are not
aware of it.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Will Government make an cnqguiry to find  ou
whether some members of the public were asked to appear bhefore the Mg ates an
were harassed in many ways for not buying these  certificates  and
been threatened with cancellation of their gun licenses and other such

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUI. MATIN CHAUDHURI: Government do not
want that any compulsion should be used in selling out these « crtificates.  IF any spe-
cific instance is brought to the notice, it will certainly he enquired into.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQDBUIL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : flave Govern-
ment published any such instructions in the Gazette or by posters !

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: It has already been
done that there should he no compulsion in selling these certificates.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : There is a keen compettion amongst the ofii-
cers as to who can take the lead by subscribing the highest amount to Government.
Is it for the benefit of the public ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURTI: If there has been
any competition amongst officers, it is welcome. It benefits the public.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKLER : Order, order.

"
SOINC persons have

thinge

Presentation of certain Amendments to the Assam Motor Vehicles
Rules, 1940

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILA : 1 bep to present,
Sir, certain amendments* to the Assam Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940 under scction 133(3)
of the Motor Vcehicles Act, 1939. Hon’ble Members may remember that these amend-
ments have to be laid before the Legislature for not less than fourteen days before (he
amendments arc taken into consideration,

Mr. BAIDYANATH _MOOKI':R.]EI'Z: Sir, may T know from the Chair whether
the procedure adopted .duz'mf.{ the last occasion will be adopted in this case also ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : On the last occasion we had an entire body of the
Rules framed under the Motor Vehicles Act ; but this time we are concerned only  with
2 few amendments to some of those Rules. Of course, the law is that there should be
concurrence of both the Houscs in regard to all rules that are framed by Government
under the Act. In order to secure the concurrence of hoth the Houses we had  on the
last occasion a cionfcrcncc _Of _Mcmbers of both the Houses. 1 do not know what the
idea ol the Hon’ble  Premier is this time with regard to the amendments that  are given
notice of to-day for getting the concurrence of both the Houses in order to have them
validly passieId. ,

: hgthicf tlfisoglgllxic i;l.; utla‘t’;] Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : My idea
is tha B pts the amiendments as suggested by Government or  adopts
Cer::ilgnc;ft:n(:;- jtlr{i‘w;’?:;:lntlj prfcz)']?gsedlby the hon. Members of the House and  those
am ! > pass 7 25th ar for . IOUTNCI ‘he i

ac]journcd Session will sit }from th,n 27(t?hu}\Igii(lzaemi}cllo?ch}:;[‘-OieWi‘]‘?L] .(J(;li].lull(, \:‘h('”_. ”q
the UI\EPCFBIK?[;)S%A&m;cept the Elff'lcrldmc:nts_d > e able onvinee

By . s » 1 i
what will be the Posit/i\cr)anzn MOOKERJEE :  In case the amendments are not accepted

———

*See Appendix A,

\
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oo The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: The law 18, the amendments should be  disposed of
cithe Ly ¢ Legislative Assembly or by the Council in the same ‘b('ssm“- i i
My, H.\ll)i"j\‘\' ATH MOOKERJEE: What procedure will be :ulopt:_( S
Ihe }l(‘]l‘l\lc"[!.u--?‘.\PI"..\I‘;"‘.I{ : The House will be prm'ngu_c(l on the 25th of this
month. ¢ there be any disagreement between the two Houses in regard to the amend-
MERLs, the 3t ; Id be that theyv will not come into force.
e, Position would it 8 : - | i &
he llnn'hl(- Maulavi Saivid  Sir MU HAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 wiil take
l"“' li\!{ i

ANd T have every confidence that any amendments i passed by this House will
be accepted by the Upper Hous-

My, BAIDYANATH MOX( JRERJEE: What is the harm in ;1djnurning' ‘th.c
House and ye provoguinge it in case there be any difliculty due to disagreement. This
]1\;1,\'|‘):~ d““(' in the proper form. . )

1€ Hon'hle tfie SPEAKER: The Hon'ble Premiier takes the risk—the amend-
ments i

| A oy & sivie into torce.  How this House is affected T do not know. l_h(‘sc.
;-TH WL o up for discussion on the 25th and the hon. Members are quite at
Criy A . o Wiy
WERLY b e their amendments in proper time.
Ge:mral discussion of the Budget and discussion on Charged Expenditure
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Now, T should tell the hnn..;\lvm.[wl.'s that today
I am BOing to fix a time limit for each speech. T did not fix any time lmit the other
day as h, '¢ were very few Members to take pare in the discussion. I find today that
arge number of Members “nxious to speak. I am compelled !hercfore to
limit, T do not know how long the Hon’ole Finance Minister will take for

there is o |
fix a time
his reply,

The Hon’hle Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Aboat

half an
hour, Sir.

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: One
My Hon'bie Colleague the Finance Minister has requested me to reply to those portions
of criticism referring (o Supply Department of which he is not fully aware of all the
facts. T have been requested also to reply in the Upper House to the discussion of the
Budget and if I can go there now while the hon. Members are delivering speeches I
llUPt‘-' Lo be able to come in time to enable me to reply here,
he Howble the SPEAKER :  How long will the Hon'ble Premier
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - I
more than thipgy minutes, Sir.

. The How'hle (he SPEAKER:  All right.
private h’[(.:rnl)(‘r speaking to the Budget.

. Babu ARSIAY KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I feel an urge in my
mind to Speak a few words about  the Budget for the year 1944-45. 1 have gone
through (¢ Budget with eagerness to find what provision has been made for  the
economic and educational upliltment of a considerable scction of the population of this

Pravince, I mean the Scheduled Caste community.  But (o my utter surprise I found
that some cducation of the Tribal and the

special provision has been made for  the

Muslims  ang nothing has been done for the Scheduled Caste community, [
simply wonder why this invidious distinction has heen mads in respect of the Scheduled
Caste community.

Sir, T still vemember the statement made by N
the eflect that amongst all the minority commuy
tion neecds special protection and care of eve
Caste people better known as the Depressed Classes of India is the most backward com-

munity educationally, cconomically and nay, socially. The Assam Government called a
Scheduled Caste Conference in lhf‘-‘Yl‘ﬂ!‘ ]‘?34 and the representatives therein made special
recomme dations to Governinent for Spectal seholarships and ﬁ'cr-studentships and one
Special Oflicer to look after the educaiion of (e Scheduled Caste people.  Since then
and after the inaucuration ol Provincial Autonomy the Scheduled Caste representatives

word, Sir,

take ?
will not take

I will fix 15 minutes time for each

ahatma Gandhi in the year 1939 to
nities of India, Scheduled Caste popula-
'Y Provincial Government. 1] he Scheduled
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of the Legislature have been persistently demanding these special privileges for
cation of their children. The Congress Coalition Ministry while paviog its way
effect to those recommendations resigned.  The present Ministry stepped into the o
and has been persistently and consistently neglecting the cause of the Scheduled Claste

communities with revenge and vengeance.  Sir, when I think of the Harnjan Hostel
at Sylhct, where there is no pruvisinn for .‘J:g:p['_.' of water., no substantual recurning or
non-recurring  grant made for the maintenance of the  Hostel, am 1

entitled to hold this Government criminally liable for neclecting the cause ol an
important minority community ?  The Muslims  of  this Provinee are
now-a-days equally advanced in education with the caste Hindus, vyet  there 15
spccial provision for their education. Can there be anvthing more conumunal

and scandalous than this ? The more I <peak for the Scheduled Caste people the more
injury is likely to be done to them by this Governmient.  Let console mysell with the
hope that the education and welfare of this community are matters [or post-war recons
struction.

Now I shall spcak a few words about the Land Scttlement Policy of the present
Government. This land scttlement is a  matter of public criticisin for the Jast few
years. Before settling land with the outsiders, the Government should make 2 survey
of the landless indigenous population of this Province. I know the fishing cotmmunities
of this Province as well as of Bengal arc more or less landless. 1 wonld request the
Government to compel these fishing communitics to take to cultivation. Give them
land, warn them that in Bengal the fishing communities are the worst sufferers of famine
and at least more than half of the po- ulation of fishermen communities died of starva-
tion. Because these communities depended on fishing and have had practically no
land to cultjvate. A time came when there were very few persons who could aflord
to purchase fish and moreover there was no transport facility to send fish to other
distant places and the result was disastrous for those landless poor people. My above
statement will be borne out by the fact that almost all the destitutes who have come to
my Syubdivision belong to these unfortunate neglected communities.  Let our Govern-
ment take lesson from Bengal and save the people of  the fishermen communitics of the
Province from meeting with the same fate. Here in our Province as well, in these days
of food crisis, the ﬂ.‘ihcl‘mpn communities are the worst sufferers as very few have got
the capacity of purf‘hasxr{g fish which is considered an  item of
nowadays, the majority of the people  will thank their stars, il they can
procure two square meals a day consisting of “Dal and Phat” only. 'The other day,
1 was pleased to hear our Hon ble Premier to say that meat, fish and vegetables are
considered at _present thmgs_ of luxury. If Government really intend to save
these communitics rfrom starvation, T would urge upon the Government to take up
the matter 1n nghg ::tn.rncst and. do all they can to settle lands with these landless
fsh¢ rmen communitics who rightly deserve the first priority consideration. Our
Hon’ble Finance er};:ster has congratulated himself for the introduction  of
Chuktibhagt systcmé)n 1_;}! reserved land. Tsay it is the worst type of scttlement.
The position of Chuktibhag: ratyat 1s worse  than that of rental raiyvat under t}

crmanently—setg?d (‘St-?tm'd Tl’llS system is not at all bencficial (lu (thyr; raiyu; an];
it should be stOn]tmuc .- From this Chuktibhagi paddy T shall come to the
actual (]f) gf;;gyr)lunjgzzsllg‘i:n Othlz-fSurma Valley ; (2) Standard Cloths ; (3) High

1 6] : 5 e ¢ o . s :
é;ziinment. Sir, I now like to Speakand (4) paddy and rice dealing affairs of the

a few words on the food procure ! :
m 3 - rement olic
of the Government of Assam. Some of the hon. Members ha\l,f(' alrcad re]f? l(Ic}J’
o 1t This vitally affects the masses } diBCaey crre

consideration Olilth}? M%I?bef?' and as such should engage the  serjous

We are told that this policy has been ad : .
Gregory Gommittce and under the directions of the. CGovenemmmmendations of e
and good. But what is the procurement policy of this blessed (I" :)‘ n la;; Well
are the agents t_hrn;igh whom the Government are puschasiag (:r;Vu nment V_V!m
of paddy and rice ? How were they appointed ? Was an norrmpous quantities
same ?  No. Y tender invited for the

luxury and that
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Sir, during the last November Session of the j
Mem ers of the Government party were very loud i

Assembly, some of the prominent
and policy of the Government,  The

n their condemnation of the activities

stability ol the Ministry was 1\11‘(‘1\“‘110}1. As
@ result, the Ministry became nervous and to save their own skin  they -\'lll_ﬂl‘tl the
Mouth of these hon. Members with paddy and rice cakes. The whole ‘lhlllf..,“‘ was
-“f‘m‘-m;m;lgml and scandalously done.  We cannot but condemn the action of the
OvVernment.,
uring the last few Sessions of the Assembly, we have heard o good deal about
the Stee] Brothers, Limited.

This firm was condemned by
the Government Benches, Tt is an irony of fate that the
selves into another Steel Brothers tor stealing  the
they claim to represent.,

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Is the

the Mcmbers sitting behind
same  Members would form
money  of the people whom

them

word
Sir

“steal” parliamentary,
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN :
the word “robbing™’ is parliamentary,
Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Very well, Sir,
nd what is their performance  during  the  last
unscrupulous and did not hesitate to adopt
profit.

Sir, this 1s not

The word *“stealing™ is not parliamentary, but

two months ? They were
objectionable means to carn a very big
an ordinary contract.
g€t remuncration from the Government.
I want a ruling from the

House can be G

They are Government
As a result
Advocate General of

agents and are to
» 1t is surely an office of profit.
Assam, whether

the Members of this
overnment agents for profit without militating against the Government
of India Act, 1935 »
Now, I will come to the

actual operations of the Gove
Valley. We heard that Government gave

not be any competition to excite the market.
persons were found to have been appointed by these agents  without
control. These sub-agents had their own sub-agents and all ol
the villages without considering whether there was surplus or

to purchase at any price.  And as there was 1o other
could dictate thyeiy own price. There was no check over these persons under the
Food Grains Control Order and they could casily stock for °Xport.  Why did not
Government fix in time the minimum price of rice so that the cultivators “could not

mment agents
monopoly agency so that
But what did we find ?

in the Surma
there might
Hundreds of
any check or
them were ransacking
not. They were allowed
purchaser in he field they

be cheated like this ?

Sir, next I come to the price of rice and paddy prev
Ing the last three months.  From the first of December
of rice ranged per maund rom Rs.12 Rs. !5 only

: . . 1 the towns alone. In
the villages the Price was much less. At Pagla, Sibg

anj, Rasulganj and Tahirpur where
the sub-agents of my Friend hon. Maulavi Muhammad M
operated, the pPrice

ailing in the Surma Valley dur-
to the first of February the price
and that also i;

aqbul Hussain Chaudhury
: never went beyond Rs.13. Similay was the price prevailing at the
muffasil centres; of Maulvibazar and Habiganj where our other hon
ing. But we

are staggered to hear that the
Rs.19 and la

ter on at Rs 17-8-0 and it se

: - Friends were work-
agents were paid, I unders
Thus the agents—the s

tand, at the rate of
ems that the agency was submi
called representatives of tl

itting false reports,
: . . 1€ pevple—were allowed to profit
at Rs. 5 per maund of rice, i.e., they were caruing Rs. 5,000 per

each thoug;
of rice and that at the expense of the poor cultivators.  We are told th:fcutlge I::E:tcsi;
were allowed only a commission of annas six and annas three in the maund, By ;J.b‘ents
themselves were allowing their sub-agents up to Rs. o per maund, Thué il g >
raiyats have been cheated by t P

n ch y thousands of rupees. T boldly say thay the Governiment
is criminally guilty in allowin

g these agents to carry on thejr criminal intentions
at the expense of the people of the country. I make these
responsibility and I challenge the

Statements with full
Government to hold an OPen enquiry into the-
matter. ) )
Thesc agents were given virtual mono

poly in the purch
The Supply Secretary has asked the Sub

ase of paddy and rice.
divisional Off

Cers not to issue any fresh
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I understand that the number of existing licenses

license.
the benefit of the agents. ‘I'hus the growers are being compell d to acll 1o A
at any price. ) )

There arc other tactics adopted by these agents in their Pub h K3 rally.
thCY blll‘(;h::.sc the worst f{“““l"' of rice to have a good rn '} y 2
is said to be mixed with rice to increase in  weight., “There arc tlso alle that
less than 40 seers per maund is being given in the bags Have Governmment enough
courage to hold an t:nr!uir}' into these allegations apainst Messra, Abdur Rahman
Maqgbul Hussain .'\':mm_‘uldin and Company- who are supposcd o e Ghe Bk
pillars of the present Ministry ?

It is strongly rumoured that one or two Hon'ble Ministers arc  directly and

[tis a shame. [t shows to w hat

indirectly intercsted in this rice and paddy agency.
moral degradation we have fallen ! This is how we are
Assam. It is a fit casc for His Excellency the Governor of Assam (o
special powers and to demand the resignation of this Cabinct.

With these few words I resume my scat.

Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the —annual
Budgets that arc ]JI'(:S(:IIU:[I i‘u_'l'urt; this House are milestones, and it is natural for us o
pause on our journey at this milestone and-survey the wide field around us to find out
where we are.

Sir, we, in this Province, find ourselves between two fires in—lront of us the Japs
and in our recar the Bengal famine. Allied strategists have made no sccret of

nd might of Nipponesc menace, and some one has fixed 19049 as the date for
t':-c]u:(.lf'il to come several

'.'-'!J‘}'Zilli’ [ill' (:u::.'fill’.:-nn i

cxercise  lhas

the fury a g
the liquidation of that mcnace. Itis a date, of course, : :
years after the complete defeat of Hitler. Such are the Japs that we lace in our
door. for the Bengal tamine, according to unofficial reports, 50 lakh- ol people
As g g I ) PEO]
died there during the past several months which is about hall’ the total population
of this Province. ' - . = a0
Finding as we do in such a position with dangerous possibilities and
the question that naturally arises in our minds on such an occasion is that—are e
going to be assured in the trials of to-day the comforts of tomorrow ?
$o many of our g'rcztl men and loved patriots, including <ome hon. Members
of this House, arc behind the prison bars.  We may not agree with their methods,
or we may even actively oppose them, but we cannot tolerate their continucd  incar-
ceration in jails without trial and‘thc‘l‘cfnrc without justification. ([fear, hear.) Is our
outcry for a National Coalition Government of India lor the duration of the War to
die down or gvaporate away Ocli is it to remain in the cold storage until we win  the
war ? Are We bcll.lgl ])_1613?}1'@ }lln this way to share in the frecdom and democracy
for which thlS_Wal; 151301_1’1!?t ‘Oulg ]fi and we were made involuntary belligerants on the
sicde of the Alhcsb- 'tni:pcalx(ErZ ;“1 peril, in spite of the long and hard the road to
victory likely, to D¢ llndia e ‘w‘l:lyhumortunatc that an atmosphere of mistrust and
ill-will Pf'evaﬂ’ "}1 vse and i 'Cl the very survival of all that she has stood for,
the survival for t} ﬁ::lu eg:ndenCC hgulsc that Indians shall move forward towards the
goal of com%le:ealtn ae'puncture ]ik; L;]C,COm_C difficult, if not impossible, It is, therclore,
-y wondcrfi ?. nof‘t-}lﬁs e 18 willing Ell.d of large and considerable scctions
of the populatio Y. s not been available into the united strength ol the
United Natmns.f S % {hiie G
nfess, it is this atmos ; . o .
I-must co ] i the rowt}?herc’ I may almost say, atmosphere of [rustration,
that 1s responsiblc ) g 1 of certain irresponsible r ent d ¥
{ this Province amel w bk P ¢ rumours currcent among
the people © : ch are bound to move simple peopl Under s
© nd arrangement we arc : > simple people. nder some
Lease and Lenc hi thgt he B re to pass into the hands of the Americans! Ts it
ag an earnest of this that the Bengal and Assam Railway has j : 3
S ‘ S5E ay has just been madce over to
e ? A find that even an attempt to disc hi _ ! ;i
her day was turned down. Or ar scuss this matter in the Central Assembly
the ot 1 c Mion of & are we bartering away this section of the Bengal
and Assam Railway 1 ol some United St i '
Y dia to hel : States bulls which are reported by Reuters
to be en route to India to help to improve the milk-givi liti & i
o o louse will perhaps fangh thrss things a. ilk-giving qualities of the Indian cows ?
gs away. In any casc I must tell the House that

potentialitics,
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on an occasion like this at least the economic consequences, if not political, of this “_‘k‘“g
over ot the Bengal and Assam Railway scction from Katihar through the As‘s;\m.\ all.(?y
to L.edo and Dibrugarh are well-worth pondering over. This Government is primarily
responsible to maintain the economic life of this Province. May I ask the Gn\'crnn.lcnt
whether they have realised the implications of this transfer ol (‘nntm.l to. American
hands in the matter of getting transport which this Government is primarily respon-
sible to maintain for the economic life of this Province ? May I ask the Gg\fcrnmcnt
whether they have realised the implications of this transfer of control to American hands
in the matter of getting transport which they so badly need to obtain their 1_mp0rtcd
food-stuffs and other things into Assam ? 1 know Railways are a Central subject and
a subject over which even the Central Assembly has its powers considerably reduced
and restricted.  But in our case the very life and existence of the people are dependent
on this vital means of communication— the Railways, and we cannot be expected to be
dazzled and silenced by the glamour of the United States Army preparations in our
midst, ' 5 . .

Sir, on the occasion of this Budget discussion there are certain matters to which I
feel entitled to make briel references. Members of this Assembly who are in jail are
not supplicd with the copies of the Budget and other papers of this Assembly. The
talking we do here are not to go beyond the walls ot this Housc. Proceedings of this
House which are scparately printed as a part of the oflicial (?azcuc and used to be
sold to the public in the past are now, I understand, not available to the public by
sale, except in individual cases under the orders of the Chief Secretary to the Govern-
ment. Is not this an impossible situation ? Is it not encroaching on the rights and
privileges of this House and our constituents who are certainly entitled to know what
their representatives are doing here ? The Government certainly owe to the House
an explanation for this unwarranted affront to this Hon’ble House by their Chjef
Secretary. .

Sir, in considering this Budget we have asked ourselves the question—does it
help to mitigate the wartime rigour of our pcople ? Is 1t a measure of which this
Housc may be proud so that this may sustain us in public rcga}‘d ! Iﬁ must  confess
we cannot find any satisfaction in the answers to those _questions.  For, while the
Hon’ble Finance Minister deserves our congratulations on his_effort fo present a fu]
and complete picture of the financial position, it cannot be said to be in any sense g
thoroughly satisfactory state of things. It may be urged thatit is as much ‘as Assam
can afford, but I should hesitate to agrec with such an opinion.

Let me next come to the question of land policy of this qucrnmgnt. I would
appeal for sweet reasonableness from all sections of the House in dealing with this
subject. 1In spite of care and caution I may be treading on the tender corns of some
Members of the Government and also some of their honourable supporters. I do not
intend to give offence to any one but I have to do my duty. I want to discuss the
Land Settlement Policy of the Government as adumbrated in their Resolution of the
25th August and pursued during the past several months. I need not repeat in this
connection what I said during the debate on Food question ‘{1“““8‘ the November
Session ; nor should I traverse the ground covered on the question by hon. Members
who had already taken part in this debate.

he House will remember that the Resolution deals with increased settlement in
hive districts of Assam Valley, viz., Lakhimpur, Sibsagar, Darrang, Nowgong anq
K_amrup, So far as the first two upper districts are concerned, %ands are to be settled
with the indigenous population. So far as the three other districts are concerned, the
ﬂands' are to be given to both the indigenous and the immigrant population. It ig this
decision to give lands to immigrant population that has gen_emted SO0 much heat jip
the PFQVIHC_C, particularly in the Assam Valley. In this question of giving more langs
to the immigrants we in our Group hold very definite views. We are not oyt to
deprive our immigrant brethren who have long made Assam their home from a share
of Government lands opened for settlement. If the Resolution would have gone so
far ’ilﬂd no further, we should have no quarrel whatsoever with it. The
Hon’ble Finance Minister has said in his Budget speech that the object Which the
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Government set out to achicve by this Resolution is to intensify the efforts for growing

more food and providing land for the increased number of landless in the !‘ﬁ._..zr}fr.
I would like the House to underline the words ‘in the Province. Jut the whole pohcy

of this Government has worked out in practice for providing land for the landless out-
side the Province, that is, in Eastern Bengal...... )

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Is it a crime ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. _

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN : It may not be a crime but I am
only trying to lay emphasis to the interest of the people of the Province whic h is upper-
most in our minds and upper-most in the minds of the hon Members of this House.

Sir, as a result, hundreds of thousands of such people are .lll‘.'ltf"f] here to the great
detriment of the indigenous people and the immigrant population who have made this
Province their home and jeopardising the food position of this front line P;rn:nnl:-. R
thercfore, appeal to the Government to modify, :lnr.i not abrogate in loto, their ['\r.',u]n-
tion with a view to discourage further settlement of ]):".flp]f' f:'fnu n'utﬂ’tl.f* thf- Province.

There is a political side of this question to which I fr'r]‘ justified in :n.‘l.'k:n',: i
reference. The fact is that by this policy of land secttlement '(,rn-rrnlnrn[ has virtually
let in mass immigration of one community into the home of :mu(.hrr._ I do not want
to associate myself with either the Hindu or the Muslim extremists in this matter.
But so long as the communal basis of the Indian Constitution is going to continue, so
long as the demand for the right of selfsdetermination for different areas persist, in
fairness to all, nothing whatsoever be allowed to be done by Government which may
result in virtually disturbing the existing proportion of the communitics in the different
arecas of India. In the United States of America, the quotas of immigration “"‘1'”_‘-‘1"”-“1
nationalities are fixed under the Constitution. So, no onc nationality, ‘}’1‘» 1t I'-_“H'{-‘ill or
French or German, can have increased immigration to the (:orr_cs_;prmdm_:; !')l'l“._]ll_(ll‘(‘.(‘. of
the other nationalities and thereby disturbing the relative position of th"‘r_ different
nationalities. Coming over to India, will my Muslim friends tolerate the 45 million
Hindus of the United Provinces to swamp into the midst of only 16 million Muslims in
the Punjab and thercby reducing their majority position in that Province ? Or to take
another case, there are six times as many Hindus in Bombay as there arec Muslim
in Sind. If part of this 17 million Hindus migrate into the midst of only 3 million
Muslims in that Muslim majority Province where will be the chance of realising thes
dream of North-Western Zone of Pakistan ? In the interest of Pakistan itself I would
request our Muslim friends not to persist in creating a precedent of a mass il_nmigrution
with a view to reduce the position of the Hindus of this Province. (A4 voice:—This is
not the platform). T hope Government will see their way to revise their policy with a
view to discourage any further settlement of outsiders.

Coming to the question of food, Sir, this is undoubtedly the greatest problem of the
day and Iiwould deplore any spirit of complacency in this matter on the part of Govern-
ment. Sufficient food for the civilian population is one of the greatest aids to war effort.
It will be news to the House to know that the British Government was doing its best
during the past 3} years out of the 41 years of war to build up reserves of food all over
the world so that there will always be held out bcfore the eyes of the enslaved peoples
of Europe that invation by the Allies would mean both food and freedom for them.
The Japa:ncsc controlled radios are taking this cue out of the British and are holding
out promises of plenty of food to the famine-stricken people of Bengal. I know at this
season of the year and for some months to come there is the least chance of scarcity as
the harvest has just been gathered in. Though a poor Province, Assam produces
SufﬁCletg: Le fo}: her P?OPIG: the only agency which can create famine in any part of
f)&sst?? C‘;;Tﬂ%;ﬂfg coming autumn will be Military and Central Government exactions

r s _ nt’s failure to distribute the supplies they command. Itis in this
view that I regret the decision of hi | “h 27 lakh maunds of rice
for Military and export m of this Government to part wit a ml ! r ¥
from this obligation, prthrgos?s and I ‘would' urge them 1o get ChptEe vcsl N eaSCt
li‘ne Province of ours, the paft;stto a_rlself any crltmfll s:lpatmr}uof}' S(:armty;l mRtelg'cc?;m':-
tion of Burma will be dela o gain by such a situation will be Japa p

i : . yed, war effort wi e impaired. So, is it not worth erring on
the side of caution in such a gitua,tion > will b p , g

-~

‘iﬁ T
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With regard to other food-stulls, those imported on Government’s account, anc
also Standard cloth, T must say that there has been a partial breakdown of the officiy
machinery of distribution...... ... , ) N

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member is cxcu‘cd‘mg t!i(‘ _tunc-hnu_t.

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN: 1 will finish within two minutes,
Sir.  Sir, black-market and mal-distribution continue to be the Ord_el‘ of the day both
in towns as well as in rural areas. One of the principal reasons for such a state of
things is the reluctance of the Government officials in charge of these measures to asso.
ciate non-oflicial opinion in those matteis. The officers are not at all responsive to
public opinion. Instead of considering themselves as servants nl_ the public tllC}"\E'ant
only to arrogate to themselves the position of masters of the public. My h_on. Friend
Mr. Mookerjee rightly referred to the non-functioning of the Food Cx?:mm.ttccs set up
by Government. In my own place Jorhat, no meeting of this Confuuttt‘c 1s known to
have been held so far though in the Committee are included two valiant hon. Members
from either side of this House-—Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat A}l and_ SrtJu_f;. Ram
Nath Das. During the last November Session, I understood the Hon’ble Prime Ministey
to tell the House that through these Committees the hon. Members would be able to
render valuable assistance to the official machinery in their own places.

My hon. Friend Khan Bahadur Mahmud Ali pertinently complained of the cor-
ruption that is rampant among the public servants entrusted with the duties of the
supply and other very essential duties. g5 ]

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I want the hon. Member to finish now.

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN : Very well, Sir, with these words
I beg to resume my seat.

Srijut RABI CHANDRA KACHARI: 31wty 71etoifs wwatrn, @ qyren
T AN AT 9 S | IS et 49 @ OIS ER R oy oagss
Izal® worae 31 (%% @F Areha eIy discussion (T Wity Uiy gug yE—
et wferatel wtte, % [ty wwta ate st | A eifafira o P
Autonomy 3t At ¥ Baw-Hprag fras  wify Tribal 1S fisie g TeHtst ot
TRt sty fes @if fona arwsy e wtfetats ofr wrepeg STl cotrat
T

Frags: 72 AT AT @3 A9dcreha Land ScttlcmenE Policy s te o ,
Tt s 7 @ Ff7 ERIANEE 98 @2 FTRE T2 AT offymqy f%fi fﬁ;
20| 3gar siad G153 A proposal f¥T aTE, OIS W <yt o sguraren
Tribal Fetes frgafv [oaw goarst wiw afet 73 &l s Figergg it o
Aadtacha facata Executive Officers wiftg, GRIAIT AT F59 @my ooty ;a*mav
TS et | Gwizad wwCA w@ fhtAA FMIT VLI I ggay bIfefEwTa
BRI Ghierta castt=pi, A stipars, s34l 9% ST @R bifas gge St ce
waste land wdte 531 4fow aifte 1w Foia1 WLE TS 1 w@ifeg | e ofe Wiy
I stadaees 71 s Fawg o2 Mfs wgatl =Ala AT OB 3oz ayfzy wraie
T i T 4 51T A Apa_ALTEATE AT S TN g aqree s
TSIblY wfacg | SISl 743 it ¥ @ ot I3 I IFS  ooltpurs
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AVFAT ARG (@ FATAE fafsgta 1: 2% =wfesis Line System Enquiry Com-
mittee 7 ST 7Fa A#F a4 Public Works Department  fafapta i« Judicial
e i v (Gla Fla CqANIAC

fafazta n=wca =iea, o pafefzz=ars atata Tribal fastsa ez csrmss «
Ztm fa=tcs 42 {7 =1 {719 s 92 atferzs | Subdivisional Ofhicer 4 HECA1R

a1 sifz fufo=, {23 {717 ts QITH) 3E AZALEF AR rzula wl{ars 514 {45 < =G Arara
Revenue fAf2icae crfaare amzs faa erifaza ) (#a@m Enquiry 403 @44
wizare ?:ﬂﬂ"‘ﬁvfﬁn sifez o afrane | cEratw fF3m cn swFa atay a9z os 319 71N1-
o431 A | ogdraret 4% Atfs #f4te a1 5582 b (4pz =gl arare JfF 140111 f+x <1a3-
e el cacaztan e o faat feata atqz afzes 3t frptd aifga7a 1 =S glv=at
o p— - Y - i ke - 2 i
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F13¢ S| TAA 2 train 91¥ 1 Hon'ble Judicial fafsigis 9s¢dtes <ita  osif
f#5 medical fa{@2taq (ed fSTam 3129 4419 dwta @Al I (208 ©IF  bis
CocdEa A E

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member has only five minutes more.

Srijut RABI CHANDRA KAGHART: All right Sir, ata 9313

L

ad M waaca FaF |
Supply Department =i#  Defence Department 3 S5 9590 357940},
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A AfSTF | SEEE 41T 18 @ity g ataifeuts v g At | b
BIEA 4 T FACE 9y Atifonta 1w coSite ot Rl GIR 3 = 9
SIS Aa w9 ITHA AwAT @Featwe? 3 calca | ' D
G2 FHA ANITA 32 QAT 0 A, A4 TR orerarg Ifs
farasm *{7 atata s191= Tribal aEiss w9ty w37 1 i S asqnﬁb;
BT I TG AR FEF iAo | T
Srij ut DHIRSING DEURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, at the ver
offer m# hearty thanks and congrntulatiolljls to the I-Ionljglgelgdl?lfts_et I cannot b
along with him to my friend the Hon’ble Rupnath Brahma the '1-9"}“011 Minister ar
in the Cabinet. Tor the uplift of the Plains Tribal much in; ro Al representativ
Education Budget of the year 104.-1--4-5._ But still there renminp Yement appears in th
done for the rural educational uplift of these people and ke nmll'ly More things to |
not fail to do something more in this respect.  The GO\'Cl‘nmeI;i Lhe GOVe_I'nmcnt wil
Sir, to make a provision for 50 per cent. of frce-studentship for t} 'S _very kind enough
in the Government High Schools. But the number of Tyjlyq) st IE Tribal boys reading
ment High Schools is very small, but in the Aided High Scpoe] ucents in the Govern
larger. So, our boys will be very much benefited if the pcl‘cents the number ig ek
is raised in the aided schools as well. Therefore, I request Gosg? of frec-studentsllip
preparing the next Budget, that at least 25 per cent. of the Ty, efnm‘“‘t to see while
schools get free-studentship. al students in the ajded
The Mikir Hills area is a very big area and so it is
Inspector of Schools to visit and inspect all the schools ip t
request here also that this Sub-Inspector of Schools may be 1S area. Therefore, I
tant Sub-Inspectors of Schools for the Mikir Hills and ubsti
to make provision in the next year’s Budget for the cop
the Tribal students reading both in the High Schools a5 wel] :
Enaglish Schools. Sir, there is a High School at Jagi WIE}S} In the Aided Middle
building. The Managing Committee of the School has beenltlc 1 needs a new school
completion of the new building, but for want of sufficient mOner"E?g 1ts1utm05t for  the
so. I therefore, request for this purpose also to sanction a nog-reccuci};id not be done
of Rs.2,000 for the construction of the new bmilding which has not yet I:?g Srant. in-aid
for want of funds. oon Completed

TSI S
ouse 3

request Government

tr 1
Struction of hostel] buildings for
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Sir, as regards settlement of land with the Tribal people, I beg to state some
cts which have been brought to my notice during my tour in my constituency. They
in as follows:—At the foot of the Mikir Hills there is an arca known as Pamila
ti in the Jarabari mauza. About 95 to 100 Plains and Hill 'l'rih.ll_pm:plr had been
ccupying and cultivating the lands for wmore than two years Ihe area was not
icluded in the Development scheme proposed by Government Resolution dated the
Bth July 1941. The immigrants went to these lands, cleared and ‘r;nltlu‘.:.tm! by
ur people and they approached the authority and had that area snmxurlnl in the
olonisation arca  The Deputy Commissioner with an armed force broke the houses
f the Tribal pcople (hear, hear) and cvicted ‘thr-.u_: and put thf'. immigrants in
-cupation of those lands. Our people fell at the feet of the Deputy Commis.-
oner and prayed for Justice. But the Deputy (Jmmm‘rvsmn_r-r did not do anything
r the Tribal people as the area was included in the Colonisation area,

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Will the hon. Member
we area ? ) )

Srijut DHIRSINGH DEURI: It is Ifamlla Ati. _ o

Sir, I have.-had another experience. It is about 22 Kachari families in the Bokoy;
hauza where they had been living for more than two yecars. Formerly they Jived
t Mairamari Village which was eroded by 'thr: Brahmaputra. They bec.ye
bsolutely landiess and shifted to Gerua Ati. I'he lands occupied .by them were
“ren to some influential men of the caste Hindu. 'I‘h'c: crops were forcibly takep,

ay from them and they are now practically starving. Another instance, Sir,
of Lahorighat area. This area was a closed area and I:Csr_rv(-:(! for the 'I'ripal
ple. The Tribal people had been living there from time immemorial. T},
n’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur Rahman, the then Revenue Minister,
1 the Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath Brahma visited that arca and advised  the
puty Commissioner to keep it as a closed area and not to settle it wigp
migrants. But certain land speculators managed to get tl}c: periodic patta and
y in the last harvest time forcibly took paddy from their ficlds and b/:‘undar‘,‘
1ey were also selling lands to the immigrants. In Khutradalhabi there is a I'riby |
dlage where lands have been encroached upon by the immigrants and (_""Vcrn..

t issued a notice in April 1943 to vacate the lands but  the immig
¢ still in possession of them. They have not yet been evicted. There .
' ances, Sir, in which the Government Resolution on !and scttlement, subject to

- requirements of the Tribal people, has been violated and set at nayg),,
aere is a strong rumour in Nowgong that some .Plalps pOl"thl;lw of thq _M:k;r Hill,
going to be opened for settlement to the immigrants. I'he .Mlklrs' Hone
oming down to that portion for cultivation and even to build their hom

Name

rantgg
are man

i ;i 4 s Cc
there. If that portion is given to other pcop!c, thc'n the M'kHSWl“ be Put t;}
great difficulties and they will be dying of starvation. With these words, Sis
I resume my seat. ’

“/Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, orae
ISAET AT 9oy qeEiem @tater TeIed @EERTR IR O atcer Cut
FACYA, ©OGH A St wiwfaw qaram wtarEces |

NS FTAF AT gy [y atwatat afufoadd fFfeq St wtatera
g ACHE T FeaCgw, ©izfa wAtem @t Std sita? cstd wrafg | Aty TH
Fofad G- SIATST 4F wtfiwe) Ats Tt T4, wIWA 4§37 sedram advisers T
bt TS AT At wtwieer @A 1 1 F1w FAaT oo ity
Redqwell CNBT TI I ot vyt @iz | ofF Afi gt wfF @ties By AlStope
oo Aol A T aatmmdt @ e ey @8 House @ wiftgH, witeiA Sk [ac
S0 FB JAACHT TTrs  Hif—At iz wtgt, cwa faca e stedrarba cch?mﬁ
zto IA312fS @S 29 | NGt ame Ten wifen feacaa way  Aiifars Setw GRS f
o3l T ZACE, FE A (P owAcdR 28F AT ofs dAwmcan R QIETEe.
IR TS AGGT FACT AT 2T | G949 AMET AeEd @@ solutio

N-—q3
AfFSBICT W G crem | 3 sfed CE s St yferplets 'ﬁ’fﬁtt’“ﬁ——osf:;f

T
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qTd FA--Shva Elfea Terend A AT | fﬁirq"t_a COITiTRa *HAATTET 6 2re
fzortea a1 3t 9alrs td@l® @ ui fegwta afv it dsamicbs AN wivm qta Bakl
Stzra FwTY Tifacy stealaica Afids zq | Tt fos o, TREs o v @ i
QrNTER @wAl ALy, T T 9T v 9y 9 {9y v aww faT wdw s GFIE
va#la aga a3

<" w7 gt 9f4T Line opdia ?[1$ wifar @& House @3 72 et iy )
Aran fewe R iz mat fEciverd A fTw wEme, Be@E s
class 93 AT fatg v ¥ Sfiw et ofem 3371 shg ot IVIFET o=
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Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF: Mr. Speaker, Sir, taking my seat behind the
suty Bench I think it is my duty to support the Budget which has been presented
clore the House by our Government. | would be failing in my unpleasant duty it

do not vnnqr;uul;(tv the Hon’ble Finance Minister for the kind of Budget which ‘hc
1148 presented.  If he has not done anything appreciable he has at least been successful
M Creating some new heads and, Sir, in these days of democracy it is the head which
€Ounts—no matter whether there is any substance in it or not—/ (hear, hear). As a
Matter of fact the different heads of our Budget are deficit not in anything else but
in brain substance. But please don’t misunderstand me, allow me, Sir, to cry aloud—
Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri, Finance Minister Zindabad and Zindabad
Sir Muhammad’s Government.  The Government has proposed to spend the bulk of
OUF revenue in governing us well so well that out of love for us they are going to spend
money even for digging our graves. They, howcever, assure us that those are not graves
but slit trenches (laughter). T'hey have shown examples  of sacrifice by not digging
their own graves and yet the Opposition is not prepared to give them credit—sheer
injustice. It will be doing injustice to Government if 1 do not appreciate the big new
schemes of the Government. | Two thatched houses in  the Province -are standing 1n
dilapidated condition—one the kutcha plinth Muslim Boarding house of the Barpeta
jovernment High English School and the other the Police building of Rajnagar. The
OnE requires some Rs.2,400 to make it habitable and the other requires Rs.24,000 to
make it comfortable. The Government in its wisdom has sanctioned a big zero for
the educational institution but has undertaken to spend some Rs.24,000 for the Police
b“”ding. Zindabad our Government (hear, hear). When thousands of immigrants
have been dying for want of medicine and dispensaries, veterinary hospitals are going

to be opened for them. No wonder ! Thanks to the Hon’ble Education Minister.

He has undertaken the task of giving physical training to the members of the Oopposite
SeX. Money is going to be spent for prevention of cruelty towards animals in Shillong,

but where is the provision for preventing cruelty of the Government towards the
lmmigrants ?

‘H'.L

-

I do not like to discuss the pitiable plight of the public which has arisen as a result
ol maldistribution of the controlled commodities. Government has simply done justice
to its officers of the Supply and other

allied departments by giving them an opportunity
i P g g PP

hich was so long known only to the officers of the Police
and Land Revenue Departments (loud ‘aughter and hear, hear). The public has been

©Pt practically deprived of salt, sugar and kerosene and other neccssaries of life for
months together ; officers are becoming fatter and fatter from day to day. Black
market is the only market of the Province, privation, starvation and death are the order

of the day and yet the Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir Muhammad Saadulla—the greatest
of admmistrators, Assam has ever produced-—is at the helm of affairs—a sight really
worth sceing,

. More thar, 15 lacs of rupees is going to be spent for Civil Defence. When the
Allie orces, in our frontier stand a guarantee for our safety, I do not find any utility
N spending this huge sum. Past experience has shown that the enemiecs have not been
able to do us any considerable harm. By this time the defence position must have
b come much stronger.  Why then this huge expenditure for A. R.P., and Fire
Services ¢ ¥ like to request the Provincial Leader of the National War Front to advise
our Hon’ble Premier not to become panicky. Had I been in charge of affairs, I would
not have Sbent a single  cowrie on this head. 1 would have simply broadcasted a
Imessage to Mr. Tojo telling him that the Line System of Assam does exist still and his
people being foreigners cannot have the right of settlement in this Province (hear hear).

Sir, T would like to Say a word or two about the Land Revenue Policy of the
Gpvernment. The Goverment certainly hope that at least this year the ¢harna members
will express their gratefulness to the Government for their Land Revenue Policy. I do
not like to disappoint them. But I like to make it perfectly clear that the policy is the
outcome of the pressure put by the Central Government and our Government cannot

claim any credit on that score. Moreover we still believe that this policy is meant only
for chloroforming the Iimmigrants, We have seen different annual policies of our

making fortunes in a way w
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Government and the prescent onc like its predecessors is also a mere et e-wash As a
result of the august policy of the Government we have as yer got not an inch ot d

Zindabad—Hon’ble Maulavi Munawwar Ali for his ¢ stz a5+ 35 (=¢

During the general discussion of the Budget Members cnjoy a considerable amount
of freedom to discuss local problems and needs. 1 do not however like to detain the
House with the harrowing tales of my locality. 1 wiil "i“’l’!“' prik a wortd or twe oOnN

use pressing the nred

ian

problems which are more or less of general character. 1t s no

of an Arabic teacher for the Barpeta Government High English School because most  of

the 120 Muslim boys arc children of immigranes ];.,).;f coming from as many s

5 Junior Madrassas h.‘l‘."’.ﬁ”t to take up cither Persian or Sanskrit- Arabic the

language of the Quoran being a forbidden fruit to them. “There might be soane
the Hamidabad educational institutions insufficienty aded

justiﬁcatirm in keeping | : ‘
because Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan is not an out and out supporter of ous Ministry :

but what justification can there be in keeping  the immigrant educational institutions
of Barpcta S0 insufficiently {'lfl"—fl- _1 he Tirabar and Majgaon Middle FEnglish
Schools are gmng.hulf—‘st:tr};cd.' I'he Kujarpith and Bagudi Middle English  Sehools
and t‘lc HUW!Y‘ I{Ig}l '}'Jl'lgllﬁ!l 'S(:’h“”h‘. are on t]'lf' velr }' \'rrr;gr' of fh'ﬂfh dllf" ey Stoaupvation.
T'he Barpeta I'arabari Public Works Department Road has taken recourse to hunger
strike in sympmhy.wnh the :tl)‘f)\-’ff -mr"ntmnrrl immigrant institutions

Sir, 1 W')l_lld sfnlply request this (mw-nunf.'m o appoint a committce not (o do
justice to the immigrants, but simply to compile a list of injustices that are  being  done
to immigran's. I do '}Ot Wf;'fl' ;‘_"Y "':']‘I]YI“SS, but simply I want compilation of a list, A

time 18 sure to come w ul;n this list will he necessary. We will wait for that time.

I do not wa?tsto take any more time, and with these words, T resume my seat

4 1 ] . . . Y . Y. . . ! sl - o -
Mr. C. }(JOL[_J'P MITH: %I.I-ﬁpcak(.r, S[.r’ though it is not the Finance Minister's own
making or that ol the present Gabinet, the Gr"’"ﬂ_ﬂnr::u should be congratulated for R e
Lle to present a somewhat balanced Budget. It is amusing however that there Iy
ablt 5 o . > ‘ sing however that there is s lhwavs
4 beauty 1n the presentation ol Assam Budgets from year to year. As soon ; o
Budget comes out of the legendary bag, it works like a magic wand. By one “‘Ir.l;‘ the
the wand it becomes a surp.lus Budget, and by another stroke the same '[;,”],,(.[‘ '1;, w. (_’I
pecomes & deficit one. So our Budget is very flexible and elastic- 50 elastic l”“““
stand the hardest knocks of any kind of a critic. Therefore, a few remarl IE that at
e n like me may make no impression on such ar m](, 0 (“} 'Ifm".”‘"“ [rom a

rso ; oy s Loosuch an clastic rubber-hke ‘

pe I began by saying that it is not the making of the Mi‘niqu-r I Cln:-t:(' ll}hulgi’: L.
is balanced Budget. There h: . . ' enalgie that has
d this b g crec have been very many outside agencies at

roduce ithin his control, which h . i
work not wi r ; s IE h ? :l"h @R ‘f)nt”})LIlcd to the bringing in of moneyv |
the puizagls 9% ef SRS, ¢ main agency at work is no doubt tl?r‘ 1:1”1(!,

ragon. . : 2
d There is lot of trUt}}Il 11;awhat lzj/Ir. }Marftk said the other day that the war has 1
a Llessing to Asﬁut?m maetc:i;l l}lO -f(i)u DL E1ven some material examples to ,,.m ARl
asser tion But aas el E)‘L’:C( ts-aum}?g out of war and translated into ;1],](1“\/.‘C s
at rupcclsf’ 312:] Riito pe la‘nd i1, -aY”I'g the half truth, Thefe are ;.’;'Lins wriel b valued
l 4 d 7 " < - < (-\ ‘ 5
Assal e fp h hi e world as a whole which far surpass our im e =
here arc blessings of a much higher level and of a e S , agination.
4 2]l are to apt to put a high value on. There are - SUbhm(., Jhature than what
W€ | character that have a direct bearing and i moral a_nd spiritual values of an
give direction and guidance (o (]

a
eter?! destinies of nation i
: s and -
almate Co  ihe risk of losing therr end: True politicians and states
re them of losing their own réputation o PTIER, wmly

igno When we dwell} on the blessings of thig war blivi

fact that lhch war has 1ts attendant evils, Evil e Ralo e ((I”W’O“f‘ of the

aen lose their mental balance and know ¢ _ orioUS ANC  CXacting that

e W not whom to curse, man o

Therefore, whatever the war |y :

conclusion to be drawn is the fulfilment Ofr-l%'g» blessings or misfortunes the irresistille

eternal purpose both in Hitler’s rige and ]-t': eternal purpose of the Almighty.  jpie

defeats, united resolve, steady progres ultimate fall and the unpreparedness, firs(
: s and coming glorious victory of the United Nations

are to be discerned by the ~
5 y the whole human race. The practical bearing of thisis that

v S
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we, who are in the midst of this war realising that we are on the side of thgsc who are
fighting for the emancipation of the world, take heart and do the best of what we
have at our disposal. o il "

As it is impolitic, foolish and barren to stick to the slogan of “Quit India’ ;u;gl
non-co-operation in war eflorts which is only helping to give a longer lease of .hle
to Japan’s continuous aggressive attitude towards India, so it is unstatesrpnnllk(‘.
cfliminate and unmanly on the part of the Governmert to take shelter behind the
handy excuse, viz., “War conditions”. May I know if really the whole host of the
Cabinet Ministers and the long chain of the administrative officers from top to bottom
are so over worked and exhausted that they cannot do more than what they are doing
to lift the burden ofl’ the shoulders of the toiling masses, whom we can sec through our
mind’s eye swarming below from these charming hill-tops ?

I do not like to cite examples to criticise them but
and ask themselves. )

It takes a little pain for the Medical Minister to ‘phone to the Civil Surgeon in
Shillong to promptly attend to a sick Member of this House or the Supply Minister
to sanction enough ration of sugar and salt for the hon. Members who have come to
Shillong.  But have we all thought what privations and hardships our fellow men,
nay, our countrymen arc undergoing in the battle front ? How many gaping
wounds of our gallant soldiers remain unbandaged, which would have been attended
to by A. R. P. if they were scen in Shillong or at Gauhati ; how many stranded and
exhausted soldiers wander about in the thick Jungles of Burma who are at the point of
death unless a morsel of bread or a cup of water does not reach in time ?  Are we
undergoing such hardships as they are ?° Our Home Fron' should be as much exacting
as it is exacting on the soldiers in the battle-front. Then only can we say that we
are co-operating in war effort  The whole administrative machinery to show an
example should work in two shifts.  One shift working from morn till eve while the
other rests and the other shift works from eve till morning while the other
sleeps.  So that work will go on in both fronts night and day and that is the only
way for quick victory,

Itis not enough to make provision in the Budget for this project and that mone
has no hands and feet of its own to work. It is brain and will and hands of men
going hand in hand with money that can do marvels.  Assam needs officers who will
us¢ money. Assam needs no man who will be used by money.

Sir, I am dealing with the general discussion of the Budget leaving the details to
be dealt with in the Cut Motions. By example, T shall deal with two topics and that
also in a gencral way.

I am always saying that cultivators form the bulk of our

request them to ponder, think

}T

population and they are
thel worst victims when calamities come.  Our cultivators depend wholly on paddy
and rice.

They live on this paddy and help others to live by releasing part of their
Paddy. The whole machinery of Government should not be utilised to compel the culti-
vators to release this paddy unless by what they release they get adequate return in
the. shape of supply of all " bare necessaries of life. The Government need not be
satisfied in controlling and constantly lowering the price of paddy. Government has no
rlg}}t to lower the price of paddy if at the same time they cannot put all the necessaries
of life within easy reach of simple cultivators and in sufficient quantity. They are
made to sell their paddy at a low rate and at the same time the only recourse they
h_ave 1S to get a scanty supply of other articles in the black market and that at an exor-
bl.tant price. Price of paddy may rise to 100 per cent. more than the normal but des-
Pite control over necessary articles, they have to buy them at 500 per cent. more than
the former prices. How many of our Legislators representing these unfortunate raiyots
speak out on their behalf? ~ Let them not think only uf the middle class consumers,
most of whom are extracting a very high rate of wages or profit from all kinds of
Military work.

Another item T mention is the bad prospect of cultivation next year. The cultivators
need plough and draught cattle. The price of bullocks has risen beyond imaginatien.
Government may lower the price of paddy, but if no provision is made to supply
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cattle at reasonable rate, how will I"'"l'l'." be produced this coming vear 2 Bull

to be had at Rs.80 or Rs.100 a pair are difficult to be had in the Aiiam Valles
at less than six to seven huandred rupces, and a pair of good deanphe 1, ok VERS
great livestock market in the ‘s‘l_"“""ﬂ“r District is selling a1 Ry, <00 1t R+ 1,400 I
view of this how can we ask the rice grower (o Nower the price of paddy ?  Fla<« Go
vern ment made any pl'm:fiqir‘m for supply nl' good bullocks and 1o lower the price
ot I)Ir)ugh-cnulc 2 [his is not a theoretical grievance but 4 very  practical

one. . arding P W

Lastly, a few words regarding ost-Way Reconstrue tion We all avree
with Mr  Whittaker whcn.hrzls;ws \'\'r:"'sllmllfl noc think in terims  of lakhs  but
in terms of crores. As I said before for any constructive work, crores will be

But have we thought carefully what this implies 7 «p oW ar'

)

needed. means alter
war. But do we know when that comes ? [ sometimes scemed 1o conclude
that (}crlﬂiiny 19 §0) slr:uu;lr-d l.ijil.t al‘:f. waould ';u”.«',,,[,., 5001, but Hitler,
it looks, will never nr!rmt dr:l::.xt. \ o0 l.lrr? conclusion of European s
which seccms 5O ncar 18 ever ,"'_T- INOo man on earth can predict with  any
ocimition th: date of armistice. It may be pext month, it may be

anpi » have 1T . ‘ I
apj .ars hence, for we have to remember that the tough fighter Japan is sull to be

five ¥¢

with. e : )
dcalfi\mw’ what the G'm_rcrmnr:ﬂ‘t i3 praning _'“}’“”: by money which will be utilised
erhaps after five or six years fro{n ]l(:llt:ff.:lllf] that from the pr
Province ? It is S(;l}nct"h:(?%)[]'!lk}?ct:(!‘]}lll(]){il}”)til'r](‘]"ng Ilut}:s in - school “‘you eat less during
these m(,nth,':' for at I_Cd‘f iy . ;{--1 -‘]}:fsjt[‘ belore you go }‘mm‘n you will have a
,rand feast."" Is it pru (r‘:n ! ':‘-P G [ -starved in anticipation of that far-ofl
one day feast ? If our Government can assure us that we have plenty to eat and drink
d spare now then it is well and good to lay by against that evil day, otherwise not.
a8 will say how foolish not to be prepared for those hard days. In answer to that
Som¢ [ suggest this? If India is a unity and if Assam is an important In<'1~nlu-r ol llljt(
s d body, then will it not be the duty of the Centre to come to (he :
unite Jed scarred and ravaged member of that body, namely, the P
Ougost-war days ? In a united body if one member sum:r; ‘
he Government no courage to howl and say that we are the worst sufferers amongst
am rovinces of India. Assam has been feeding lakhs over and ;;Im\"(-‘ 1ts (;i:nl
na opulation ; it i;«; being pierced tl‘lrough and through ; itg forests ('()'1‘1 '1; 1 o1l
row! heen exploited to its utmost capacity, and have absorhed y wEel ang o
have I, the shock of panser attacks of Japan, and even afier al
absor )war she is afraid to face the fut'urc with confidence | (lan anyone heljc fet
after nd, America and the Centre will only be too feady %o pive 8 decent b v?.tlm
Engla az"ld C[-I‘a.cc' the map of Ass_am from the future geography of the Wnr-ld‘ 5 ]lll':)lr'l '(f
ery optimistic and not worried so much of the future as for the present and now“m'
m Vv ! reover we do not know the line of reconstruction that will have to be take .
¢ issues will emerge out of war no prophet present here can predict. ‘ Ptllz‘,:l,l:l
Whadaries may changt? A much g presen_t systems of Government may be com )fclt(’:l
o ledl'{ dvyhy build castles in the air when the Very foundation of our ln}lildin;
o * CK€ :
is bcl&?tio these few words, Sir, I would ask our Go
ipation in handling the Budgetary provisions,
imag e nlavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : My, Speaker
.. the Budget of a progressive country can never satisfy its pcople and the i ¢

esent revenues of the

aid of that
rovince of Assam in
all members suffer.  Has

arce absorbing and will
r all this when she cmerges

vernment to use their thought and

) Budget
Ir-’ma,tcs of ASSamd for fthe C51,'(3ar 1944-45 is also not upto our expectation. Our psi:‘_o-
sti re great an our needs and requirements are innumerable.  So Rs.4} crores

plems d for Assam is @ negligible amount specially at a time when whining of bullets

te 1
bud%:,ard hear Our liag:rcllfgs,tandferoplar}cs are booming over the heads of our people.
are heHT 15 to Providence that Assam did not experience any distressing food scarcity

¢ of Beﬂgifl-d ﬁi?g;‘ Ofotﬁ:r:ls the eastern front of the Allied belligerent countries
to fee uisiders who are already in her soil. As a result price of

she has . . s
22imodiﬁcs went high and the cost of living was increased by leaps and bounds.

i
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Goverament strived hard to bring down the prices to a considerable extent—they
have been successful.  In spite of all sorts ot difliculties Assam extended her helping
hands towards Bengal and fed a large number of refugees that came to Assam in time
of distress. : 5 . .

Of all the problems of the l‘r.m'mm-.‘{mul problem is the greatest problem. Assam
is mainly an agricultural Province. She has got rice enough but for other imported
commodities she is to depend on other provinces. Assam being a terminal Province at
the end of congested lines of communication, the supplypl goods for daily consumption
is smaller per unit of population than elsewhere. Urban areas are getting supplies
somechow through the eflorts of oflicers but in rural areas people are experiencing great
difliculties.  We have heard from some hon. Members that in some arcas sait is not
available 3 in some areas sugar is not ':u‘:\il;llwlc. l)‘lﬂl‘(‘ullics ;leu_t k‘t‘l‘()scnp is almost
in every area and because the distribution i ol Government 1s found defective ;
bhlack-marketing isgoing on freely Government s prosccuting  the culprits,
but a lew prosecution will not remove the dllhcnltm_s ol th_c- cultivators.  Government

distribution of kerosene with the

will be well-advised to formulate a scheme for

representatives of the people. L& N s
Through the persistent eflorts of Government prices of rice and paddy have gone

down but at the same time Government lailed to bring Ll”_“'ll the prices of other com-
modities in the same proportion. The vesult is that the cultivators are selling their only
commodity at a lower price and are purchasing other necessaries of life at higher prices
and are getting impoverished daily. During the last rainy season when there was freé
trade between the provinces, some of the cultivators sold their paddy and rice at a consj-
derable higher price. Government seized the p_n(ldy of other cultivators at a price
lower than half the price they were getting.  They imposed control on export and the
cultivators who had surplus paddy in their stores could not sell that paddy. This
policy of Government grca_lly _cchclcd the cultivators. . Subsequently Grvernment
adopted the policy of purchasing rice and paddy themselves in order to give 1elief to the
cultivators. But for the present they have excluded boro paddy and rice from their
purchasing scheme. By this policy Government have thrown the boro cultivators to a
great deal of diflicultics. The cultivators who could not sell their paddy during last
rainy season due to the embargo on export, cannot clear their old stock now and
prepare for the next crop.  They are running  short of funds and cannot meet the daily
needs of money. Government should take timely note of the situation and make such
arrangements so as to remove the difliculties of the boro cultivators.

I mostly represent the boro growing area of the Sunamganj Subdivision and I want
to bring out one fact to the notice of Governt: ent for taking timely act‘on. The
‘bhagaloos’ experienced great  difliculties  last year due to the mismanagement on the
part of Government, Many of them, it is alleged, were insulted, harassed
and molested by the members of the checking staff.  This is why adequate
humber of ‘bhagaloos’ did not come from Bengal to this Province at the time of ‘Aman’
harvest and due to this cultivators had to undergo a loss upto 25 per cent. of their
crops. I brought the matter to the notice of the Hon’ble Premier and I am glad
that he took prompt action. In the Subdivision of Sunamganj something like 13
annas of paddy cultivation is boro cnltivation. If the labourers do not come from
Bengal, whole of the crops will remain unharvested and will go under water in the
month of Ayril with the fast rising of the rivers causing disaster to the people of the
Subdivision. I would request Government most earnestly to take timely action and
pass such order as to enable to ‘bhagaloos’ to enter this Province without any
difliculty and to go away with their wages in kind without unnecessary harassments.

Amongst imported goods, cloths, shoes, umbrellas, cooking utensils, drugs and
patent medicines, corrugated iron sheets, writing materials, etc., are not available upto
the needs of the people. With the measure taken by Government already cloths have
almost disappeared from markets. The price of an ordinary piece of cloth is so high
that a cultivator cannot purchase a piece of cloth with the price of a maund o! paddy
that has been fixed by Government. This deserves the serious consideration of
Government.
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As regards the invective hurled against me and some of my Friends by my Friead
Mr. Akshay Kumar Das, I want to spcak a few words. Mr. Das judges the world by
his own ‘.Iu'“-‘-u-,u;r, Vv hat he stated 15 not correct, I he fact 13 that he wanted to do

some business but the agency appointed by Government refused him the middleman’s

pmh?i;ﬁ)i} AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: All false. '
Babyavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY. Yes, Sir,

3

g ? e 2t vords wi " - i 1111 fealloans ricndd’
‘false’ and ‘stealing’ are the patent words with him and [ cannot follow iy Friend's

ldcal.‘;ir, I want to saya lt.:w wr‘)rd';. about l?“" Fducation Departinent. As A result
of the last Muslim l',(laxr:fttlfxll Conference, Government has .‘:’L:};'.r*ti a policy  of
introducing female r:(luf::m’rm amongst Muslims and as a preliminary step they i]'k.".r
decided to open some girls’ school in localities inhabited by Muslyns. 1 welcome thas

d urge upon Government to spend as much as they can for the cause of the Muslin
?“ ’ll(:j"d'":?l'-i”“- It is our experience, Sir, that Muslim girls cannot be educated
"‘mz'()vcrnrncnl Girls’ High Schools as the atmosphere is not congenial to them.
T a}” cite an irstance. In the Sylhet Government Girls’ High School there are
{/IL(J:SHIH girls but in a newly started school, I will inform the House, that the
. : as gone over 50.

lment has ver i - |
cnrO,I.h(, Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member has got five minutes more,
Adjournment
The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.
After lunch

Maulavi MUHAMN!AD MAQH(JI, HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, about the
‘intmcnt of the Principal of the Government Madrassa, I have pot a few words to
appo For this post Government always sclected wrong men.

I think the timme has come

Sa}z.n they should revise their policy. This institution is the only institution of its kind
> Chc Province aﬂd_-‘i‘) Government should seriously consider my !;lls_(g('sli()ll when they
in 't int the next Principal. \_Nc foun< that no serious attempt on the part of Cioverns
?rg)crl)’l(‘; was made 5o far to improve the educational methods in the Madrassa in the

odern light and spirit. I ]{kc to rcq';ngst _Gnvr'.rnmcnl to consider this matter also
no. e time of appointment of the next Principal.  About the appointment of Director
at tPul‘)lic Instruction I want to speak a few words.  The system that is followed by
of ernment is not conducive to the present method of education. Now Government
.Gov pointing from the oflicers of Provincial Educational Service the Director of
15 9‘11190 Instruction who after a few months’ service as such have to retire, and as a
ub such Director of Public Instruction can take up any sc'eme t,; work out
after being appointed they only count the days for their retirement,

would; thefgoz‘;’nas,}:t (;rf)vcrnmcnt to appoint such an officer as Dircctor of Public
Instructlorl id cast occupy the position for some years and who can  take

the cducatloﬂslbﬁilttcrs' seriously and work out the plans.in the spirit of modern
up .. Khan Sahe i -1Ha3 Dewan Ahbab Chaudhury the other day pressed for the
tum ointment of a Mushm Direcior of Public Instruction.
app But in appointing a Muygliy, Director
matter- o 3 Muslim alone

result »°

I fully support him in this
| of Public Instruction we should not
ut a competent Muslim and Government would  se

etent per ; . e e ’ - e
whether any CalUp! PErson is available within the Province or not.  Ifa competent

ailable they may i : :
& fioh @VENSEES - make this post open aTS ours
one 1% " 5" o prejudice against any of P pest to Junior wifigens. Dlcearse, 1

- ficer
have rds, Sir, about M p
A few 'WOLES, QL, duou T+ Mookerjee. Yest jee ade
on about Steel Brothers ] erday Mr. Mookerjee made some

tion about Steel Brothers....
obscfm. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEF .

I 1S & d ; nt, Sir. di
ay such statement. t is a false statement, Sir I did not

make @ :

Ma_ul?e‘:d:’fUth;MMAD MAQPBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : T mean the day
before Y8 v r. Mookerjee perhaps knows it full well that the Steel Brothers
in miniature as mentioned by him are the agents

-  me _ appointed by Government
for purchase of rice and paddy for P

Government. They might not have

/7’

»
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FH_ Sympathy for anv homeless outsiders, who have come \tn th.l = :»,bm(;d
= Steking fortune. They might not have any sympathy for .m}} 5{ i

h-ll';}.\l{(‘ ornr any [-t_v!'\l'-.'\(-(‘ﬁ or &'\‘d(‘lu'(‘s, hlll lh(‘}' h:l\'(‘ oiven a chance o

(.Elll'l\-n[(”.S _l() earn

money,

My, Mookerjee found f
"OvVernment

ault with the actions taken by
S SHe people of n““i"‘“‘l‘”n.f:‘. All Members nf this .ngsg‘. lm\‘_c fl‘ull
CMmpathy with  the people of Hﬁ\lli\';u'lunm. But Mr. Mookerjee’s idea is that
“OVernment should take over charge of all houschold affairs of t!u“ pe_oph‘ of this
Village. So far we know, Sir, that Mr. Mookerjee takes pride in lhls1l'Iousc by
sh(-;lkin;: for those People, but we find that he does not speak a \\"m‘d about those
wWho sucked the lifebload of the people of Baniyvachong and who virtually rendered
then, landless and who are mainly
e

responsible for their sad plight. Mr. Mookerjee will
well advised 1o ask 0*¢ people to atone for the sins they committed.

Mr. H.-\ll)\'.-\x-\'['ll M()(H{l-ll{]l’.}-‘.: I take the first opportunity to request
hon. Friend not to be \

blood sucker and to give up the business. ) =Yy

Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: ©On a point of personal t‘:\}?l;u).utlon-. Sir.
Hon, Mr. Maqbul Chaudhury stated that I wanted to join in his ugly
JUSiness . I say it is altogether a false statement, T challenge Fh“t s‘mter.ncl;t. I
20 not like to take advantage of the position of an hon. ;\.chnl)(_':' ol this F ousc:
do  say again let My, (‘?l.murlhury substantiate his statement either to-day or

iy

Hussain

dlll‘inp; the current SCSSton |
~ “WBabu NIRENDRA NATH
_\\.llill:lkt‘,l‘ wants to find in the
Instead of confining itself to a
Judget should allow our

DEB: MNr. Speaker, Sir. My _hO!l. Friend _I\fr.
Budget a picture of Assam_ Unlimited. He thinks
post-mortem  examination of years going out _the

Imagination to look into some yvears ahead. And ‘11‘01?1
that point of view My, Whittaker feels rather pessimistic about the future of this

l’rn\-in(‘c’-s finances. Sir, not only do I fully and \\'lml(‘.-lu‘artcdly agree with a1
that my hon. Friend has said about the financial future of this Province, I would
ke to po a step further and say that in  discussing our Budgets, economic consi-
derations are not the only things to be  discussed.  We want to have from the
udget some idea about how the people are progressing morally and intellectual]y
also. For, Sir, a State’s function is not simply to collect as much money from gas
Many sources as it can and then disburse the same over certain stereotyped heads .
T'he State is not a money-making and money-spending machine. Any State worth
'S name functions onily to create and waintain  conditiors under which its people
can develop spiritually morally and intellectually.  And from that point of view,
S, I confess, I feel extremely  disheartened about the future of this  Province.

Sir, looking into the Revenue receipts as budgeted for the coming year I
ﬁnd_ Ext to land revenue and Taxes on Income, our third largest revenue is
erived from Excise which is expected to go up to more than 40 lakls of rupees
next year. QOur Income on this head is going to be increased by 10 lakhs of rupees
in with what we are getting for the current year—an increase of more

comparison
than 33 Per cent, year. Sir, in Judging an individual’s character we not
Pends his  earninos Income have

only enquire as to gs, the sources of his

also got (o be scrutinised and, I submit, Sir, the same principle is .in ng way less

applicable in the casc of a State a5 well.  If we have a right  to condemn an
demn a State as

individual fqr his ill-got money, we have an equal right to con
well for thriving on revenues derived by debasing its people.  An honest and devout
ance Minister Maulavij Abdul Matin

Moslem as heis, 1 know . Sir, our Hon’ble Fin
Chaudhuri would detest the idea of augmenting his personal income by trading
on liquors - or intoxicating drues. But it is strange, Sir, the Ssame gen-
tleman thinks that it is not improper to get  money for the State from such a
trade. OQur Hon’ble Finance an  ardent advocate of Pakistan. I am

Minister is
anxiogus to know, Sir, aws allow revenues from such sources for

In a single
how he s

how far Islamic |
Stag purposes.

Sir, it was after 2 long and
could make (he Government agree
opium was concerned,
revenues. But it appea

streruous  fight that public opinion i

to the principle of total
even though that entailed

rs, things are taking a very

1 Assam
prohibition so far as
a huge reduction of Provxrnaal
serious turn again in this Province.
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3
We arc going to get arevenuc of 13 lakhs of rupces nest yeas “'.:__h.t;_’_ sale of h
hemp and other drugs, which 1s 6 or 'ﬂ.g,.:;-, :,p:-— than what it was 2o 8 vears :
back, and it 18 S'Ull('.(] in the h.l“l_'”'l Memaor andum, Sir, that people are taking
gartja and charas in larger qu,m‘::t:e'», I consulted some nenl .‘-‘;"‘“:iflf'w ,,,5“””‘
effect of ganja and charas oy their consumers Captain F.N. Win (o o Ths) Tocklni
Medical Service in his book “‘Indian Taxicology Csays that majonity of L ante
India is belicved to be due to over-indulgence in thas ‘l':’-:'.’. 1 .‘fi'l.q.'.r a hine from an
English Medical Journal ¢After long usage of these drus dull state crvencs
in which the victim is for all practical purposcs an sddiss s 13  etlstont
and intellectual deterioration  and "!J.'Hll')" arc !i:" .‘ni':‘hlz;'f::n‘.‘ factors.” )

In ]:}’0!1’5 Medical “]uri_‘.];r‘urh!llflf’ [‘”7- l“‘h", 1" ‘;' :n-awa,al'r:f’_i 1t 18 O ommattes t_'l
popular notoriety, both in Bengal and the North-West I‘IH'.'.I..r.t-'_ that  prrsons intoxi- §
cated with ganja and charas are liable to commit acts of homicidal violence™.  Another &
authority on poisons, Frank B:_:nn!m:l says - ,-_"\ilr-: fi'r'r';,r-: !htlniu:r“. e of e ot
there is acute mental and physn‘:::l c!«-l;:lllg.- . Then, Sir, ‘I )r. Majumdar of the Camp-
bell Medical School, Calcutta, in his Modern  Pharmacology and Therapeutic Guide
savs—< Frequent habitual inrl‘ulj,{”nc‘r'.’. lead to muscular weakness, deterioration of men-
tal capacity and finally insanity.

From all these expert opimons and also from what cven  laymen know on  the
matter, I submit, .S:ir', this hemp is the most ”.l.l'(']'“-""’”'i drug with disastrous eflect on
its consumers. It 1s very Iflu.(:h'!‘r-;_zr(:ll:xl)l(-, Sir, that when the State’s only duty Soeand
have been to suppress this cvil, it appears, ous administrators seem to be rather happy 3
on finding such a fruitful source of revenue. |

The sovernment is going to supply for the benehit of the people of this  Province
30 thousand gallons of country spirit monthly in |’_|:u:(: of the prEsent quota of 15
thousand gallons per mp ith and our revenue on this head is also expected to be increas-
ed by several lal_{hS‘. o - ‘ B |

I submit, Sir, moral considerations are of far more conscquence  in human  affairs *

than they are generally supposed to hc.‘ And when the State is after  getiing money in
this way, it i no wonder that people of the country should also be running mad after
getting moncey from any sourcc they can and the total result of all this is that the whole
atmosphere is vitla'tcd to-day beyond all imagination, My esteemed Colleague hon.
Mr. B. N. Mookerjee r(:f:crrr'.d to ugly rumours about National War Front money.
We wonder, Sir, if there is any spht.'r(: of activity left  to-day which is not already
corrupted. Pcople wonder how things (:'fm_ld o to such a pass in so short a period. !
And, Sir, I do flSCl‘lb(‘,“ all this to the deviation of  the  State from moral and  Divine
laws. [ submit the .Stat.f: in Assam to-day is running on a very heavy deficit so far as |
the moral balance shect is (:or}c:r:rncd.

And then, coming to the 1ntr:!lcct11al asscts of the Province, I submit. Sir, we are
faring no better. In his Budget Speech the Hon’ble  Finance Minister has had to =
confess as many as on six occasions that administration is suffering in  various dcpart-
ments for lack of experienced man power. In the Forest Department, General Adminis-
tation, Medical Department, Agricultural Department, Transport affairs and, lastly,
in the Supply Dcpai‘t{ncnt,_evcrywm{m’ work is  handicapped for want of suitable
hands. Sir, the Hon’ble Iinance .MmlStCP scems  to think that inefficicney is to be
found in the lower ranks only. Sir, T again refer to Mr. B. N. Mookerjec who was |
wondering if the Agricultural Department was not being staffed  with under-qualified

ersonnel when there was no dearth of suitable candidates only because the Head of
that Department did not himself possess the requisite qualification.  And Mr. Mooker-
jee has very rightly pleaded I'or. more brains for that Departinent.  Sir, a very funny
incident OCCUFl‘Cd_TCCCnt_ly, which has to our astonishment revealed what highly efficiens
personnel we are mdent.mg from England on fabulous salaries for the benefit of our
country. I craveyour indulgence, Sir, to read out the relevent portions from the
Press Report.  This is Sylhel. Chronicle dated 15th February, 1944. In the FEditorial
under thf.: h'eadm,f_," “Herces, Neroes, Zeroes” it is stated :- —<“One  Mr. McAlpine, Bri-
tish Specxahstﬂlns.tructor ol an Engineering College near Calcutta, and now a2 member
of the Trade Testing Panel, came on a visit to the Surma Valley 'L'echnical School on

F 5 I - N
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the 4th of February. The school has its own British Specialist Instructor in_ one
Mr. Mclean Smith. | hese two British Specialists together set a sum to the trainees
as follows :-—144-4 <2 : 4. The poor Indian boys naturally made out the result to be
10 But our British Experts flared up. ““Look at this bloody answer,” said one of
them ; ¢“This is your Indian way of doing things™ ; then he showed the boys and the
Instructors prc‘St‘.n'l there his British and ““expert” method of doing sums. “1*}"'.*4 1s
18, is not it ? Then, 18 x2is 36, isn’t it ? Then 36-—4 is 9. The 1“csult is very
plain and the method simple.  You must begin from the left and go right on. This
is how it is taught in Britain and this is our British method.” As cverybody was look-
ing aghast at these British Experts and wondering at their British method, one poor
Instrucior, Bidhu Bhusan Sen Gupta had the hardihood to protest against what he
thought to be making Arithmetic a  war-casualty rather unnecessarily. Down came
the British Experts on the poor ‘native’ ;  ““You twenty-five rupees Instructor, what do
you know of Arithmetic and of our British method ?  Dare you protest against \\‘hf\’t
we Experts say 2 It is not for nothing that you bloody pceople are kept in  your laces”.
The Instructor again had the audacity to make some reply and he wa at once turned
out of the room with many expletives of blood and bloom."’ 1

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The hon. Member has only five minutes more.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEB: Then again on the 22nd February the same
Paper published a letter from a guardian. ‘I have gone through your article ‘*Heroes,
Neroes and Zeroes” in your last issue with much surprise and astonishment. Naturally
enough, as a guardian. I felt curious about further developments in the _matter and
made enquiries about them. My enquiries, however, reveal more startling things :
Messrs. McAlpine and Smith-—our redoubtable Experts,—were so sure of their much
vaunted British method that none in the Technical School, even by an unerring proof,
could convince them of the incorrectness of their method, as well as of their solution.
The matter was referred amongst others, to Mr., W. Allsup, Chief Electrical Adviser to
Assam Government, who also happens to be the Regional Inspector of Technical

Education in Assam. But the knowledge displayed by the gentleman in simple School
Arithmetic seems to have some comic

al elements in 1t.  In reply to the reference,
Mr. Allsup is reported to have found the question to be ambiguous. Here is the
allegedly relevant portion of his letter :—
(14+4) x2  18x2
“Obviously 14+4x2-+-4is to be taken as—— ——— = ——-:1—— =9. But the
4 :
setting out as quoted and copied by me in the first line above is ambiguous as it might
be taken to mean—
144-8 22 1
MA(A30 D) = e e 2 B
4 4 2
Some might even argue it meant
4x2 8 .
144+ — = 14 4+ — = 1442 = 16.
4 4
But I consider that far-fetched?’.

Now Mr, Editor, I have long forgotten my school Arithmetic. 1 put the sum to

some boys of my household reading in the Lower Primary School. They found
nothing ambiguous about the sum and without even ¢

alling to pen and paper mentally
made out the result to be 16. Will you, Mr. Editor, or some one of your numerous
readers let me know who is correct— Mr. Allsup or the tiny children of my house-
hold ?* Sir, I bow down to the Britishism  of all these gentlemen, but even that
should not be stretched to a ludicrous extent. We had it from eminent Scientists so

long that while religions could not unite people and when nations had miserably failed

to come to any agrecment politically or economically there was Science at least

which gave a platform for all mankind fo unite in complete fellowship. But it appears,
Sir, at the hands of these British stalw

arts evenn Science is going to have denorf]t"}la"
tional groupings amongst its votaries. Apart from that, Sir, what we are more wvitally
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concerned with is that we arc spending very very J:IH'IT\;'VHIH of money 'fe-: n i
gentlemen indented from I:,n;_',_i::n(_f. 1 understand, Sir, Mr. Allsup, o, Chicl : = ‘:”'!
Adviser, sits with the Public Service Commission to select candidates for his Department,
SR an extraordinary knowledge in elementary mathematics by him,

Al these

o Aiaslz "such
ﬁf;{rt-’hd;d(l:r{ﬂ:i:rir?:t please consider il we should not have this gentleman sent ; B'Nk
to his [_jnivc-sity to have ll's memaory refreshed 1':: these r!r””_“!_”,‘, (_!_”“.I"i“
Sir as I was trying to 1mpress upon lh'r' 'I‘mn.slr House, (he Province's
int(’:”(fClUf‘] stock secems to be very :_r.mr-h :irrr'lwl:-l““,‘-’.ﬂ and the prospects are defi-
nitely gloomy in this respect also.  Sir, the Hon'’ble Finance Ministe, regrets about

the deficiencies of the present expenditure in our l“-’"5“"'|milri£w: departments and
s to make up for the .‘;.'Hlfft in the post-war periofd, A rf',r_-.e Ve 'h;mi 15 also .tH‘*.Hll.:
ated for that purpose. Sir, nobody knows when the War s oing to end or ilitis
), ing to end at all  And if in the meantime things drift on Jike this any
okl g()lilff chﬁnitc Sir, we shall be heading towards a total u,l],!],-._,- sooncr than
]r)ngcr,_ r,m,q'n,. A;:d so, Sir, my most humble submission o (he Hon'ble Ministers
s r:a.n !mdil(- -l‘mn Members of this House is—if we are not determined to die an
@8 al.s_o t(() t‘,. 'dr-:xth. let us cry out “Reconstruction now'. No e shelving the task
lgnon}nmc;urj of the war for who knows we may be too late by that time. If we are
it ht;\::r- any slogan at all let our slogan be “‘Build now ‘Reconstruction now”.  Eco
;‘;r;_li'cal'b' and politically, morally :1!-](] il’l[(fl‘l(-’(flllil”y we are already more ihan des<
titutes. Can we waste a day more ? My Friend Mr. Whittaker has lhﬂlﬂ“{("'}' dealt
with the financial aspect 't‘.)f'lh(: Budget and I can only il.(lfl onc or two points more
As soon as the war ends, if it ever ends at all, moncy will  be flr'”:xtmll perhaps far
more quickly than the way in which it has inflated and with consequent fall of prices
of commodities our land revenuc realisations will drop down very considerably. Our
agricu]tural incomc-t‘ax will not yield as muqh as 1t1s mving now. There arc signs
of deterioration on this head even now and our income-tax share frm.n the Centre 1s also
bound to go back to ll_u: pre-war level.  And all these totalled with the 70 lacs o
calculated by Mr. Whl.tta:kt.:r may” mount ¢ven up to a crore of rupces  thouch our
,x enditure may not djrmmsh. even _l)y half that amount.
= This is a very gloom}/ picture indeed and 1 wholc-}u:.’lrtc(lly_join with Mr. Whit-
taker in his request to the Czo_vcrnrpc:nt. to approach the Central Authority for increasing
the subvention. I do not thmk: Sir, it would be advisable to. impose any sales-tax
when the people arce already being over-taxed by all the taxing authorities, who, it
seems, are ina competition as to who can tax more. We shall have every right to
claim, as suggested I)y er. V}\]/'l-m(;éakcr, a('goc)d percentage r;f the Excise duty on
i) proposcd to bcllcwccl by the rcntrald ;r)\{crn_nlflrl:nt and realised from this Province.
Our finances arc gre.a_ }’_tﬂg_ T}I:Ca;,rc alr:' mlscm' ’le as they are 'boun(l to be with the
cessation of the war ; it is high time that thc,Ccntral Authoritics should be moved
ore vigorously to come to our rescue. Assam’s casc has for too long gone by default
Imexpect our Finance Minister to show a little more courage this tine. T'he Central
Authorities arc .budi;etlpfgha Crorlc of rupees for inglustrial research.  Will our Mi-
nister of Inciust%?shﬂ}f 1t he could not yet do somcthing in the line with help from
he Centre i ith these words, I resume my seat. .
" pabu KARUNA SINDHU ROY:  Mr. Spaaker, Sir, the Hon'Lie Finanee «x:
ister deserves eommendation for bringing food sifumzin. ot T T NANCE, sl
nistcr . . ngimg food situation in the political forcfront. It
. ite true thatdistressing famine in Be 1 h . . A e i
iz qu ince but by citing inst Ngal had its repercussions on conditions in
our lPrpc:frll did not spare §urllf hpew: wgf BamYaChpngI can see that devastation and
deso a;;'ully cackisd X7 t::laborosunce too._ But is it true that the situation has been
succels of beds in the hospital wr'illle preventive measures are not taken up, simply
Slfgphis boasted that winter crol _ngt save Baniyachong in the next rainy season.
ind rice have gone down. Butpfzvhaatvc EleldCd = “'C.h harvest and prices of paddy
which the cultivators, the rea) Siofans about the prices of ot.hcr necessary F(_*:odstuﬂ‘s
their prices gone down ? The schem = a1 rice, always require to purchase ! H?}V(‘E
‘mes for price control. procurement, supply ol free
rice, modified rationing and distribution

ration, supply of foodstuffs at controlled p
iaed only paper schemes. The control of priccs of cloth,

hope

of standard cloth have rema
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mustard oil and Gur, is a myth. The orders of Gox'crnn}cnt in this respect are never
carried out by officers. ‘The cultivators have been buying these articles at the highest
rates. They do not require to buy Atta, sugar, Arhar, and Masur dals, the articles
which are supplied by Government in low rates. _ ln_ rural areas thc:)" (19 not get these
articles also. In towns attempts have been made for introducing rationing l)u_t com-
plete rationing could not be introduced in any of the towns. Black marketing is being
continued everywhere. ) . . 2 . b
The procurement scheme is not without its (_Iclcct. I'he prices of_paddy and rice

which went down have begun to rise. The price has become now higher than what
it was last year. The Government purchasing agents h.'u-'c._ been purchasing rice
at the rate of Rs.13 or Rs.14 per maund .and selling to the Government at the rate
of Rs.19 or Rs.20. Is not this a dangerous profiteering at the expense of both the
producers and consumers? Tlae cultivators get less ;u}d ic town purchasers have to
purchase at a very high rate through Government ratiloning and it is also heard some
of the agents have been hoarding stocks. They are purchasing Pildd_)r' and rice from
the poor villagers who are compelled to scll_, for buying thm_r necessaries of life
lowest rate. They supply a part to their main agents ; a major portion go to h
for creating future black market. If such things continue, food crisis will re
full vigour, a distressing famine will visit Assam also. In bordering distr
the price, of rice and paddy have risen abnormally even now. Ng\v to avert famine
what is to be done ? 1 do not grudge anybody bccoxnn{g. n}zlhoumrc but that at
the expense of the poor cultivators and other consumers, it is simply horrible, Gov-
crnment should fix both the maximum and minimum rates. I'he purchasin
should kccp regular accounts s(:u_ing the names of scllers, purchasmg sub-
tities purchased and should submit weekly reports to Government, overnment has
bee: crying hoarse for makm_g the Grow ;\Ior.c I‘ood_bchcmc a success, Government
has been keeping no information about‘ the plight of the Boro cultivators this year.
Many Boro lands have remained uncultivated t111§ year owing to non-subsidence of wa-
ter from Sanir Haor, Halir Haor and Matiani Haor in th.c bunamg;\nj Subdivision
It is apprehended that Boro paddy will remain unreaped this year for shorch G T
bour.  The Bengal Bhagalus Mmay not come this year for the follow reasons ;-

(1) Disease in their districts. _ L )

(2) Many labourers have been engaged in Military Projects,

(3) They were oppressed last year in Shaubari and I\audebpur ch

Sunamganj Subdivision. g

, at the
om'dii}g
-appear in
i1cts of Bengal,

£ agents
agents, quan-

ing

aties in

Some of them have written that they shall not come if they gy 10t receive any
guarantee that they would not be harassed this year also.

I therefore request the Government to try to bring harvesting labourey toi ths Bero
fields this year. A Resolution for the implementation of land sett]
adopted.

fment has been
€N ordered for,

ally. 1 ;
S to m
YErOtieny £y .

From the Budget Speech we find that dereservation has
we have not yet known how far Government has proceeded practic

knowledge that petitions afier petitions have been made to Go
under Cultivation, some fallow lands

; bringing

but absolutely to no purpose, Peop] ging

of South Sylhet Subdivision have applied for opening Keorkola Reserye ?0?‘ 0(1:" i?.}lZ}n‘abll
People of Depla village under Police Station Dharampasha have a ullivation.

Jogarband Haor under cultivation

plied
has failed tq § !

. I can cite many such instances w
! . upply land to the people. The Embankment and Drain;?(f Gover‘nment
Is getting op very slowly. I myself have given lists for many Projects, %nl b ik
been taken up. We have got in the Budget Speech that they wij] be taken Y two ha\_ze
be finished before next rainy season. But I know several works haye not hL up and will
€ven now. As for instance the sluice gate on Khrishnakhal in Haler Haoeen taken up
be finished before the rains. T
¢ most unfortunate factor in the matter of Defence is the high-hang i
of certain Government officials in attempting to harass Persons yh o Nded action
sincerely working for the real defence of the country through

l]av b
the Gyve € Deen
5 s . ) - \%% = 2
Scheme and bringing people in the forefront in the matter of Defence. Ridiclofe ‘I‘ oo(cil
scandalous attempts have been made to frustrate the freal efforts fo, Defep, Ulous an

C¢ purposes

for bringing

¢an never
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at Patharkandi, Dibrugarh and other places. At a mecting convened by the Public
Liaison Officer one gentleman addressed the mecting and _-3',;.‘.,.5,_“.5'?_ his house wis
subjected to a search. Two other arrest: have been made in connes Lon with a2 parey
letter received from the Central Comunittee of the Comrmunist parew of Todes Refusal

of permissions for Kisan meetings and conferences has been comine in an eprdemic

form. 1 mys:,:ll.h:mdr:d over 4 applications to the Deputy Commissioner.
b(:ramission of Kisan mectings to materialise the Grow More Food Scheme, on
February, 1944. No reply ~as given in time.

Such repressive policy can never be cxpected from a  popular Government
specially a Muslim League Government. ‘The present policy of the Muslim  League
1s })cing focussed i)y the action of its present influential Members in the Central
Assembly. The speeches of Nababzada Liqaul Ali Khan in the adjournment NMotion
regarding ihe gag on Sarojini Naidu and the refusal ofdailway gekets to Kisin Sabha
delegates, have clearly expressed the political conviction of the Muslim  League  Party.

In both occasions Muslim Leaguers voted with the Congress _,“,i Progroasive Members
So, I ;lpp(::ﬂ to this Muslim League Government to be more prompt i',', checking high-
handedness of officials. The atrocious deeds of some of the officials have been making
pcc:pl(: out and out anti-Government ; the rear of which My, Whittaker spoke 18
cracking. ¢ Oneness ’ he spoke in his specch ** cannot be aflected if certain (sovern-
ment officials who are over zealous to continue their repressive policy towa ds persons
who are really the benefactors of the p ople of the country, arc not detinitely checked.
The Police officials are found in several cases to be influcnced by Tea garden and
Factory Managers. They do unwarranted things to satisfy these influential persons I
can cite instances of lLongai Valley Manager and the Manager of the Fenchugan)
Steamer Company workshop. In Longai Valley, in Patharkandi, scandalous aflairs
have taken place.  Hon’ble Sir Saadulla the other day spoke about 'y Fkirtan aflair. The
story was an invented one.  The real meeting tosk place in the house of one Sukhchand
who was arrested and not in the house where according to the Premicr, the KAirtan
took place. The Sub-Inspector—I don’t know why—wagsg tr:m-;f}-.-,-(.d. Mr. Kid the
Manager and other interested persons attempted to cancel thie l'l..”',.,-j‘(-;-, All  these
show how Police off"i(‘:crs worked in conjunction with Tea Garden M:;“ng”- to harass
olitical workers. I'he Factory Managers specially the Tea Garden Managers are very
vigorous in their attempts to break worker’s unions.  The Budget h: . Hrovided for an
Assistant Commissioncr of Labour. If the owners of the Tea L:’l.rdl:l: I'”_c apathetic to
the workings of the union, we cannot understand how the SCI‘Vi‘LJ(;(‘- (‘['-1' 1};« Labour Com-
missioner would bﬁ ut;llscd. i =0 -

L = < > 21 » * . - .
cerned. 2 ( P LA : icials who have been responsible for failure of
Government policy regarding Price control and suppl G PO . done well for
not arranging to spend much money for the policf'f)’i‘ e OVRERER el GRS e 108
The Co-operative Stores are essentially we di epartiment.
ment is moving very slowly. Petitions af‘tgr anted in - rural areas. But the Depart-
snstances Of Kalaya in Sunamganj SuDdivis-opC“tl(?ns cannot move them. I can cite
The supply to the Co-operative Stores are vl, o Chahlbunder area of Sylhet town.
arc handicapped as they are to bear h ery scanty. Share holders in many places
either open supply centre in each of the theavy transit expenscs. Government should
Budget Speech the Hon’ble Minister in hana areas or bear transit expenses. In the
medical officers. But absolutely neo p] charge of Finance deplores the insufficiency of
The present syllabus in the Medica] pSal? has been devised for increasing physicians.
department of tcaching with g chool is hopg:less ; there should exist specialised
move have been taken up in this qi, course of training. In other provinces definite
attempt has been made to bring m ection but here nothing has yet been done ; no

Education Budget is hOpelcgss 'OTC St_udents to school. ’
schools and colleges by encouragi,nnOt?lmg has been done for bringing more students to
arrangements have been made for t}%c ttem with §tipr:ncls and f(ree Lstudcntships. No

Students getting paper in cheap rates and getting

kerosene. There are no arr
an
students. geéments for food rationing in hostels and messes of

Syihet for
the 15th
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The Hon'ble Finance Minister has spoken of booming and zooming in the frontier
and the Military (1]):']2\“0!1:‘- in the front. But it must
Uhguarded.  The machinery in  charge of Defence

People do not trust the machinery. It
Al

be admitted the rear is most
do not trust the people, the

15 hopeless. It such things continue and
not mended Burma may be repeated in India. The people’s Government cannot

Put trust on people. The (In\'(.:rnnu‘m rl;\mmu'_s that there is shorl‘i‘il(‘_“f ﬂn"c,“fs i“‘
the Supply Department and in the Co-operative Department. W hatis the 1}t111t}' of
SPending money on officers. The All Parties Food Commit®ees, if recognised .b_\'
jovernment, may take up the work in right earnest. But Government is not moving
in that line. Under the present circumstances they cannot move in that direction. 1f
there be a national Government the problem can eventually be solved. The national

dead lock may be ended.  Until and unless Congress-League  unity is forged national
Giovernment cannot be achieved. 1 therefore appeal to all Members of this House to
et united.

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has declared about a Post-War Reconstruction
Fund. But what is the Fost-War Reconstruction Scheme and how the plan can be
worked out, he is silent about that. The industrial magnates of India have formulat-
ed a post-war industrial plan.  They have claborately clalked out a fifteen ye
for the development of heavy industries.  Their attempt is laudable no doubt but they
have deferred the important aspect of raising the standard of living of the people.
Unless distribution is planned, there will be growing accumulation of wealth at one
end and poverty at the other. Another vital principle of planning has been deferred——
State ownership (in a free India) and State control of industries. 1If the above sug-
gestions are taken up by the Assam Post-War Reconstruction Committee the standard
of living of people will be perfect.

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has
allowances to security prisoners. But I can apprise the House that things are not aj)
well in this direction also.  There are many who have not been allowed any allowances
and amongst those who have been granted allowances there are many who  are getting
irregular remittances. 1 can cite two instances.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Order order.

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir
satisfied with the Budget as has been presented before us.  As a labour representa-
tive it is my duty to look to the interests of the poor labourers inside and outside the
Tea garden areas. The condition of these poor la_bourcrs still remains to be improved,
They are still remaining in their ignorance and vice, and there are a _very few people
who think about them to improve their condition. Thanks to the Indian Tea Associa-
tion that they have planter masters who look to the welfare of the labourers living
inside the Tea garden areas. But the labourers who have left the ['ea gardens and
settled down in the villages of Assam as cultivators have very few to look after them
or to improve their condition morally, physically and economically. They are
educationally terribly backward. 1 pray that the Government would see that the
get proper education. The Education Department should also bear in mind that these
people need their attention most.

There are more than half a million of

in the villages of Assam and made Assam their home. Many of these people have no
sufficient land for their cultivation and they cultivate on hire other people’s land.
Some of these poor cultivators had

also to give up their cultivable lands when these
were requisitioned for Military purposes. I hope the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of
Revenue and Forests will kindly help these poor landless people whenever they apply
for some waste lands or reserved forest lands for their cultivation.

In the interior rural areas the rural uplift work should be carried on

possible. The villages in the interior need more schools, roads,
By providing these things, Sir, the condition of these poor p
improved.

As regards the food situation, the scarcity of food supply is still felt in Darran
District from where I come. When the Hon’ble Premier who is also the Supply Minis.
ter addressed this House in last November, and when I heard his speech, T

anticipated
that the poor people will be relieved from paying high price for paddy and rice when

ars plan

made a glaring announcement regardin

., 1 am not much

people who have settled down permanently

as much gg
wells and hospitals.

eople will be greatly



the harvest is in. But I am sorry to find that in Darrang Iistrict rice is selling at
Shillong, and mustard o1l a2t Re.1-12-0

Rs.20 per maund or two scers a rupee just like

or Rs.2 per seer, and so also the prices of other things are still higl
The pric l that even the H.-!:'!‘i'.

es of food-stuffs and other materials are so hirh
Ministers must be feeling the pinch of them not to speak of the poor hon. Members of
ve do not

this House. We find great difficulty to manage with Rs.100 per month, as w
get even the rice concession 2s the Government servants are getting. I would  request
the Government to take immediate steps to increase the salaries of the Members in

this abnormal ti_mc. |
Before closing my short speech, I thank the Hon'ble Finance Minister for his

Budget he has prepared 'f'ur us in this war time. I also thank the Labour Minister for
all what he has been doing for the poor labourers. -

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN s Mr. Speaker, Sir, I attended the House while the
seneral discussion u{ l'}lt‘: 511:1;;r!_ was going on. At l‘hr very outset, I should thank the
Hon’ble Finance Mnn;tcr Iur‘h;s;_ _fr:rn‘nkncas in making admissions in his introductory
Budget Speech the de rﬁlsl f’f ; 11s Government. I have carcfully gone through his
Speech and I have foun t"‘; 'Cr“?'”'d _ll_lf‘.l'ff he did not try to conceal certiun f[acts
hich vitally .aff'r:cts our peop ‘I I\ow, if 1 am to accept the Budget as prepared and
prcscntcd before lht:IIIIm’li‘ﬂl., 7 {nust nr_:t'r]o it ._._.1[}”,...[ any criticisin. There are
occasions where thcl OnI'J c : m.:r_u;c_ ‘M‘nustcr could not impress the hon. Members of
the chislaturc by t,}?} [;0'1]?' lf‘: or ;I.s _(:r)vr:rmncnt I_ms t:_:c(] to adopt. I take first the
ol stuf scheme.. } fx;v;icilsr.rml}]s] y involves the financial question of the Province.
Sir, from the criticims up till now have been made by different Members of the

House, it will be scs}:_r:ht(f:li(ti;hc J;f;l”-'){ and lh_r-. works of the Government could not fully
satisfy the P_C.OPIC (:lrsuanc)c o lu: qud.pohcy. which this Government has taken up, I
undcrstanda ”,l'l'rT 'It)im‘l with reg: tdlc poh(:yl of the ‘(-lrnlr;xl Government.  Whenever
we raisc an o ’J‘*('L olled b :’}B'.“'C . 10' lht‘? food question, we hear that this is absolutely
re ulated and COI:} lat inst(-a{l (1;’} -S‘“Er—dl Government.  But here 1 would urge “If“"’l
the Govcrnmcn-tt :hcmscl.vcs ;. b)i(;lfl"j il]m{)l 'n the hands of the Central Government

hould exer . : and look to the interests of (he people of the soil

tth_f? necessary they should raise protests,
and lNow as rcgargf’: th(f QIilcrI)z:s!)ccts, I find the Hon’ble Minister has been fyank
o it varous Dt o Governent (o1 1 been frank
want of tral]{r:f(ircndra Nath Dev.  Whe 1]118 has very badly been criticised by our
Friend Bab mark for want OFSUita})]cn ¢ admits that their administration is not
uite upto thc{, che officers who are no 'f"—'”a why does he not see to the comfort and
ing needs Oaid o . T hedy hosss crwa"? ready in Government employ and who are
not PrOPerIY I:hcx'r two ends meet. If (} 0tm ‘thc ' paid gyl o olicen {t e
Sl makcaid T e Ly o a.' 1s the case, if Government are conscious
el pOOI‘lY %q £ oct, o vk s cxpg‘:%;tlon during these abnormal days to make
their tWO S o many quarters aboge egre A0 efficient work from them ? 1 hear
complalntj\ funny instance I may ;. C}:)rl‘uPtlon e comapongst Govenmient
officers- ave been and are being fo,.. ¥ ere. A police constable was telling me
ed to take recourse to illegal means for their
adequate to mect the needs of their familes.

h
that the}(’i as the small PaYtthCY 8CUis too ip
Government can ex i
oW Pect efficient and honest work from officers when

liveliho©
He I8 “ihat the pay of a constape j; ) 1M or hi
e quite enough for his own maintenance
Is connection I would urge upon Govern-

thiytgggcak of (c)lne’s fam;'ly g"lcmbcrs. In ¢
no in order fo get a bDetter, effje:
t that 11 P PR ’ cient and h _ ; : :
Ty soe that t}}{lmr’llallleptilg F(;rfgccm ?{ay get bcttorosrfl:l::x:-igork from their employees  they
on nce IS o s < &
: Mister hag spoken a great deal about the Medical

ica .

3 . soln?éld Public Health Departments are in dearth

of U " the Province could not be co of e diseases broken out in different
ntrolled. It is a matter which ¢ requires

arts : ion of the H
: sideration of the House, . ]
Sﬁr]?;llisnilosnof the hon. Members o'f:'r}tl;:i?fllggs Of{BamaChong s e 5gitaling
the ’ use for some time :
past. In connection

” iachong affair, ma :
with the Ban 8 > Y I'point out tq the Hon’ble Minister-in-chares H
r-n-clarge o

. L
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. g . svastating one in nature,
Medical whether for the control of the discase, which is a devast 5 =
Medic: ; -

. : : o he disease, which is

: as tl rht it wise to investigate into the root of the ‘ ’d iy
Government has t 1oug 4 g B nd i aper, in the Jugantar an 1 1c
sweeping away the people of Baniachong ? 1 find in papect, dine the' ) solbBEn af
’; L, }“ "ar‘ "Patrika where a vivid picture has been given TEEALCU B X Lokl Bosrd
i " One doctor who serves under the Sunamganj c )

i lagnose iscase. He took out
named Maulavi Abul Hussain, has been trying to (il;'l‘!_;:'l()ﬁx. thc. dl;:( Js({l:-n-i v o
'l.“lid‘r‘ ;m‘u it to Dacca Mitford Medical School and also to Dt .Vl_k_lll‘l' : n'\.l.'l!‘i'l They
s i After examination it was found that this is not ordinary malaria. 3

discase at Baniachong.

at Calcutta. ! e
call it as Celibrospinal malaria. n ' Ty 5

The ”()l;'l)l(.ltlh- SPEAKER : The hon. .\[cm!wr 1'1.}s.got onl}.:r-tllfnm‘t\g;:x‘rmd e

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Very well, Sir. This d(‘)(‘.tOI I.l %\()1 t]().uti it. 3 m:;
matter to Government to be taken up immediately by experts /!‘Ol.t:Cj uilfﬁlit m“.-—u-d; s
< ; ‘hether till now anything has been done by Governme towards tl
known to us whether up ti > \ o i o TUMER L E e i
solution of curing this fell disecase. I would particularly ask - d i s e e
ter-in-charge of Medical to take proper measure for diagnosing an g

arg Me : ‘

discase. . ‘ N e o vy
Then let me come to some other question of the day tl-m't 1S lcg.’uc:n‘lg supply ﬁn(cil
: Certain essential commodities have been controlle

olle s of the Province. ] i'%
ke b ol d thart the prices of these articles had

* Gover *nt : he moment it was publishe { X
;ﬁ:(:x(:(:‘_:::t?'g;h'l:l(, :;:t‘l}'t(Il{SHI‘)pc‘.’lI'(‘(l from tlhc market. My point s thal: l;ciore dGm‘.crr?-
ment is assured about their position with regard to the procurement Ol- the goo S, 18 it
wise on their part to control the prices of the articles ? \f’m'y recently th{‘yh had tried
to control the price of cloth and since then cloths have disappeared - from t ¢ mark .t ;
and when people are in dire need of l.m}'mg. cloth they are unable to find it. _They
are to go to black market and obtain it at higher price. Before (‘.ont:‘olh.ng Fh_e, price of
a particular commodity the Government must be sure about the availability of that
commodity. _ L _ _ :

As regards Agricultural Dcpm'tmcnt., while criticising 1t, I may say that in one
place I find that the Hon’ble Finance Minister said that they have adopted a scheme
under the Grow More Food Campaign wherceby settling formerly ra‘.s:cr\‘cd”lands under
the system called “Chuktibhagi system™ in Sylhet. Mavy 1 cnquire, Sir, when he
speaks of Sylhet docs he include Habiganj ?  ifso, I may tell him that not even an
acre of land has been taken under that scheme there.

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The non. Member has exceceded his tin e
limit,

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Only one sentence more, Sir, and I will finish.

: In the name of defence many villages in the District of Sylhet have been requisi-
toned  or acquired. In some parts lands have been acquired, in  some parts,
I hear, lands have been requisitioned. In both these cases people naturally expected
that they would be paid adequately of the loss they have sustained but it is a very
P_ltlable matter that no action has yet been taken. Even within 24 hours some of the
Vll.lagcs had to be vacated which were required for landing ground. But up till now
neither the people have been paid for removal of their houses, which they will have to
ré-construct at a very enormous COSt nor even for the total damage of their property.
In spite of repeated prayer to the Government nothing has been done to them. In
this connection 1 put several Questions as to whether people should not be paid ade.
quately for their loss at  an early time. I find that those Questions  have been
replied.

As regards the GGovernment policy of procurement of paddy and rice, T heard
several criticisms have been hurled at those who have been appointed as agents, It
1s 1n the minds of some of the hon. Members that those who have been appointed ag

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member has spoken many more
sentences than one, he Proposed to speak a few minutes ago  (laughter).

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: 1 am finishing, Sir. In the minds of some of my
Friends particularly Mr. Das, 1 find, that there is an apprehension. They think that
those who were loud in their voice in criticising the Government once, have now been
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that those e rsons “’llu

given a chance to bargain. I can tell my Friend in his
will romain

YIELE el ]‘,ll‘l ill t!lﬂil' volce 1 ¢ litil i"ii“:’ SOITIe a0t o

CHEE B arares v......Jt is no price for them. .. ;\1- 9] o , ticd person
. . - " ’ : MNM:. as a is Lise gt i
and every thing 15 P'"‘""!’]‘r on hj part 1« ut N eC s He
- s ’ {1 cither arjisc (§1} s f .
appﬂ)ﬂclll‘:(l me for a share in the Agency which I refused H ~ment clearly shiows
' o e ane i3 statement cloalio

the stuffl which he comes of.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. Hon. Members
seat.

M:i.ll]:tvi ']A”A'\'l:l)]”‘\.. AHMED . My, Speaker, Sir, on the incoine side 1 like
to mention about the share of the Assam Government :-'|~ " :a,A 1iee For two  Years,
.6 for 1940-41 and 1941-42 we were gettinge increased .-."‘r':::;;'\‘- :I'. -.",”'!' ) ;::ﬂ ol t.;\nm on
jutt: but there W2 sharp dm.r";"-" of our income in I‘:.tkf.f-l } l\z.f 'n 124 hlh to 9 lakhs.
Again it feae o0 n Hf)!‘ln;g!.’ 1.e., 1O 12 lakhs 30 thons —»h.r' ‘] I r.‘!f' | cvery ["H\“‘”ii\'
()fit.‘i VCI’Y Sll;l.l']) d(:l‘il’(_‘,i%?:f: this ycar ” ”l". {;u*.'r-:hlll"!sf -l:!rv.l.u:! 1':’. C J;lnib;'x stepa f'nl I‘.
e 0 mf:mmn it _fz'tct Ciat Ly large quantities of jute ',';l.- }iu ing r'\i:.»rlml to
Bc“gﬂ'] ;”.' Sharshabari from th,"‘“‘“f'."'i”"”ih'.', Districts of Assam by boats for having
better price by the trader-. I'he Sharshabari jute is considered "by the traders to
be the best quality of jutc. ‘ '

Though thes® l;’trg_{r: (!”am””:‘_"f_i'ltc are the actual yield of Assam, the bhenefit of
i R goel .lO ']J(:mj‘nl - ”"5’“’ jutes arc entered in (11;- accounlt ol ' i-'m'.'ll. I men-
tioned about th.ls fact long ago in my Blu]Hvl speech l)ll‘l .ln‘nu cffect. 1 don't think
that in the coming ¥&a- ”H?'Clllllv;__ui““ of jute will be much due to Grow More Food
Campaign and t.hc ylf:lrl 0! Jute ,“"” be certainly less, Over and above this fact, due to
shortage of !)()kairlg spacc in Railway and Steamer, almost all the jute from the Assam
Valley 18 g6 18 L e bY, th‘r: teaders I_’Y boats and it will be very casy for them to
dispose of the Jute %3 Bengal’s Sharshabari jute and  this Government is going 0 lose
fhe ingOmae o4, ey d‘uty.:md I apprechend that our income as jute duty may go
down from 124 lakshs to half of that amount, So 1 like to suug.t's!‘ that the Govern-
ment should bc'carcful to have a ch(:-(:k on export of jute I.;-" lm.:ll B the AsRi
o liey.  The G_Ovcrnnjlcn.tl nced not incur extra expenditure for it. T'he paddy pre-
ventive staff at Dhu,l(;rlf.w: 1 b(}: able to check it and hava an account of the quantitics
ot Juts Taus cxpo_rt«, ror‘n ] ”.: A,ssmrn Valley., I hope the Government  will take .
. diate steps 1 the matter so that our inc . o : b
irmme come on jute duty may not sufler.

I like to ﬂ_wn]t“’?\lh(;r: of anf)tl'lcr.f‘(_)r(:_r.;t produce of Assam which is not being taken
care of- Tl 1sdt‘1cf fi?r w]cr S}fﬁds. of Assam. Some part of Assam is full o Nageswer
trees and thelesit o lt ran ;c. ad in abundance. The sceds of Nageswer have got
o) it very high %%:‘;‘;Erzkgfzooﬂ and it can be used as very cheap oil with paints and
also for th(]:{ Iﬁﬁ:nm;ttcr in hénzpa?dt?c o, industry. At one time the Government of
O Nageswer has got a very | don’t Imn.w why the Government has given it up.
The 0,'1 2 & ap industry w y high saponification valuc and once we can utilise
this oil for thefsgozl;) Theys ¢ shall not have to look to other province for oil for the
manufacturé ¢ P 0ap industry in Assam is in the infant stage and we must

he industry whether we t [
look :;5 tat a less cost. can produce soap from this product of our own
resou

4 o per?i?inalled:’icu;;}on o _‘Lhc.s()ap instructor about the Nageswer oil.  He has
erso'nailY mlaourin n‘]a?te:mcnls with it about the manufacture of soap from it.  ‘There
T Cof i 'ejlglow col in the soap made out of it and the colouring matter goes to
G af ass:?ay is to be f;ur When, the cloths are washed with it. 'T'he colouring
Sk le'th 5]3“ OXidiSincmnved' I'he instructor has been able to remove the colour.
matter wi le furrthe g agent from the oil. But to remove the same on an it
trially 1arge st}:la c rl;r C€r eXperiments are required so that the cost may not be vel‘..
e ek ; Csat tf_Orl a commercial purpose. Once the Government be succcssfu)i
in t}_us experiment this _natunal forest produce of Assam will not he a useless thing but
%t will pmduccda very }I“gh amount. not only as forest revenue but also tln‘ougl{ 3011
industry. A" the industry of soap will be' able to compete not only in India but aiso

outside India.

should re s Inc his
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But what I think of its utility at present stage before the (‘:xpcr‘iment,_l§ 1tl}at It can
be used as the substitute for wood oil and also with ordinary paints for roof. This oil can
be utilised as substitute for kerosene oil as some of the villagers are burning mustard oil
for want of kerosene oil. This will save the Government to some extent {from the
trouble of kerosenc oil.  And much kerosene can be saved \\‘l:l(‘ll petrol is so much need-
cd for war purpose and this is the time to push on this oil as it 1s a very cheap product.

Mr. Whittaker has pointed out in his Budget speech  that this Gm'crmnent\should
be up and doing for a share on excise duty on tea. I like to add here that ‘th_c Govern-
ment should also try for a share on the taxes of betel-nut and tobacco. ‘This Govern-
ment should submit to the Centre the ecase of Assam without further delay like the
share of jute and at least 50 per cent. of the income should come to Assam. :

Now, Sir, T like to say a few words on the expenditure side. ‘The very first thing
we are anxious about is the education of our children. But before discussing the Bud-
get I cannot but mention here a few facts which Mr. \Yhilt:lkc:‘_h:w already mentioned.
It is really surprising that all education buildings whether for University, Secondary or
Primary education have been occupied and are being occupied by the Military and also
sometimes by the Government on one pretext or another. I shall mention here the
casc of Bharat Memorial Assamese Lower Primary School at Dhubri. It is the only
Assamese Lower Primarv School in the town and this Government has taken over this
school for supply office. 1 hope that this Government will rectify themselves first and
take immediate steps to releass the buildings.

It is really shame on the part of the British Government and the American Allies
that on the 5th year of the war they are still occupying the only nation building institu-
tions of the Assamese people.  Ttis a further disgr:u‘c_ when we find the taking over of
the weaving institute at Gauhati. The Government issued a circular that ne educa-
tional building will he requisitioned, sometime ago  But what is the effect. I do not
know whether the Military authorities are the requisitioning authorities. If not, the
Government should send a very strong protest to the British Parliament ang also to the
United States of America through the Centre. 1t is really shameful ang most disgrace-
ful on the part of a nation, who talks so high of peace and POst war reconstruction of
the world. Is this the way that they wish to draw the sympathy of our people ? I
think they are mistaken here. I hope the Government will be pleased to send the
Strongest protest to the British Government and to the United States of America for
immediate release of all the nation building institutions. IT our Alljes wish to win the
war against the encmies they must spend for the comfort of their armies and they have
no right to occupy and destory the _cultural and the nation building institutions of a
country who are helping the war effort in every possible way,  We he Asamees ol
ple are surely not going to have any permanent interest in- Burmg and Ching We can
help and are helping the Allies in every possible way.  This House has not ,f‘ox. Bitet
about the contribution of one lac of rupees which our Hon'ble Premier made ﬁ'o?n the
revenues of Assam withont even consulting this House, to the “British Government at a
time when voy possibly remember the condition of the British Isle. And now is'this
the return of that one lac of rupees that we paid to the British ‘G owves nment. I warn
the British Government and the Allies that they should try to avoid creatine d'is le1§;1rc
of a country Jike this, as there is a limit to everything. The authority shgu]:-j b
ashamed of " whay they have done and so they should try ¢o rectify ); .
possible. y 1

.There are many things to be said about the education Budget ang it wil
poss.lble to discuss this in details within such a limited time. The onjv tl
say is that the money allotted for grant-in-aid to the Secondary Schoi)ls
small.  These aided schools are going to die unless the Government come forward with
handsome grants to these institutions, at least temporarily, during the period of :he

war.  No teachers of these schools can now meet the bare expenses of their lives
speak of their familices, E

Then I like to say a few words about the Primary education. Inp the revised Bud-
get Estimate for the vear 1943-44, {.¢., for the current year, the grant to Local Bodies for
Primary Schools is Rs.11,72,739, but in the Budget Estimate for 1944-45 the grant is

as early as

) I not be
ung I like to
Is very very
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Only RS.II,O],T?.’;, It is less ]"‘." !{"'-Tl.""" than the ¢ frre P o | do not
know how the Government is going to give the Lol 3':‘ : ’, q Leant for
the increase of pay of the unfortunate Primary Sehool 1o . il Y to the
Government to decide. RCEET, (AR A%

Now I like to come to Public Works Departimen: I'hie District of CGoalpara has
always been unfortunate in this respect. We have ':'J , .,‘"f‘. 1w weTe Crys
ing and howling in this floor of the House but o, ”‘r_‘m" ) ',L_ i" \ 1 Ali cried
and howled many a time, but no Haripani E,:;:!A:-H. e o [ mvsell
mentioned in this floor of the House times —— '_ ==t cting the
Dhubri-Bilashipara Road to Bongaigaon-Jogighopa l;:”’_‘q o )5_' t Y North Sale
mara and then to have a steam ferry from l’il'ir--'-‘.,.. '. :'~. ( [ have pers
sonally spoken to the Hon’ble Premier about the advant . ,l I{ this road

i S i |]§gui'l'i to

is improved there will be good road connection throughout the year from
Shillong, the capital of the Province, via Goalpara Sy - \\'«:!»--;- "ed to have rvoad
connection V.Vith the capital of our Province, but 1,0 I;rml ”-. ‘»la;! v the (Guverns
ment about it. The present war with Japan has found :i‘;":l;:;: “i ;“,...t uselul lor
Military purposc al’.ld the Jllllhf)rily has i”"f”"'-"“l It with n"[:;--n‘r-n' |Jl*(|t'f‘.‘ over all
the big and srpal.l rivers. lhe great Haripani bridge | Ll-. n,-'.‘.. iu"'ll. }I'-‘Illl»””'n”y
constructed within a year which Mr. Amjad Ali could not et it done so within§
years of his Assembly life. o i
i though the roads have been i“'f””'\'f'fl tm some extent there are
ties of transport of goods and civil population. ‘I he Goalpara-Dhubri steam ferry has
been taken away l{Y the Military authority for war ,‘,.”‘ ,,'.,,!M "tl_-h,.l sublic ol Goalpara
brought a crude oil launch to run between Goalpara ;!m"l. ‘I)iml,,ji el that has also
been taken away by the Military authorities. 1 do not know h”w' he civil popula-
pon, can bc‘ supplied with the most essential needs of liu:ir lives ‘The Deputy Gom-
missioner, Goalpara could not send salt from Dhubri town l‘('. the . “teriors of the
District, and even to the town of Goalpara for want of transport. 1 he public ol the in<
terior are not having salt even at Re.l per scer. Ilm\l;-(! ,I:r-l'ml );-(]:|>Ic- purchasing
salt at‘Rc.1-4-O per seer in the interior of the District. ‘| hou ,ll'”“. ]]"‘I““" Clommissio-
ner, anlpara wired to the Government of Assam 1o e h’Eﬁ“l some  transport vehice-
les‘up till now nothing has becn done. It is in a most de Jlorable condition of our
¢ransport of foodstufls in the District of Goalpara. No R'lillwq_ iu‘:()kiup' . available
without some payment by the backdoor and I nec:d m,[‘ 5 s ylllll(‘ll about it. Itis
nEeW e 0;[)(:1’1 SngCtlanfll' hope every Member of this I[.():S(: is well aware of it
'I:'h% ]g)olzgéc (o] oalpara 18 totaIlY de]‘iV(:d of any transport facilities [or (‘;ll'!‘}’ing
civl .
w ; . ‘
??&tléz;trgﬁgdagiiilf;?fs]}rﬁl}dct}mt 1s about the dislrib'utiun of whole-sale and retail
maot f these sho ¢ Government must make it a point that at least 90 per
cent. Or' mos:: rlz?‘ mne 2= allgtted 1o thio local people of  this Province and first
and fo.cof the& S‘:;CDCC'dSh.ouId be given to the co—nporz'xtivc sl;))‘(ts. There are less
Cl-jan(:c;rno for the a].::t? | s blafcg marketing  as the stores arc required to give
caihcl?s and. that is with fe;i(()lldt .I hcre- are some difficultics about the retail shop
:1[<§ I;,uch cases the retail Shopkceo (t:?c dist nce of the retail shops from the wholesaler,
e.1 per maund and they cann]o)t S are to pay the cost of transport [rom 8 annas to
ing. The G make any profit if they do not take to black-
marketing € Lovernment should eitl i Mt . .- p
laces Or the Government shoyld mak ler ncrease the rate of sclling price  at such
<hopkeepers. _Unless this is done ake provisions for the transport cost of these retail
they are not in a favoured positio N0 co-operative stores in the interior can cxist as
should take immediate steps in thl} to do black marketing and I hope Government
Is matter and with these few words, I resume my

scat.

little facilis

han Saheb Maulayi
'hortKI must try to spe:][:’la h%,],HAMMAD AMIRUDDIN: Sir, as the 'ti‘me is too
must have been aware that in thep?'mts that are agitating my mind. ‘The House
is popularly known as Colonisatiq dé]d settlement policy there is one scheme which
certain unfounded allegations n Scheme. My hon. Friend Mr. Deurt brought
and charges against certain immigrant families having

E
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Setitloiiie ' Is within the colonisation area  at ]’.llullfl_-i\ll; Mauza Jorabahi, in
cttlement. ol lands with shall be failing  in my duty if I do not make an honest
the District of Nowgong. ,] e q-,-( & many as some 65 immigrant families were
-'[lll(-‘!ll])l s Illlt‘t'l Ihv::; :::::1‘-:”“‘{ u‘\ ]l!‘u"(.'xtc.n('nl: .1{1‘1]3(‘(‘.\? 050 in the vear 1940, in that
i:.lf:::f.‘:i“ﬁf l‘l‘:‘l.t:r”lth;lll u]-,;é brougcht lwith@n the mln_nis-.nion st:.hc‘mc' ,(‘3\1‘.11 some litﬁl_l
vears ago.  That particular \'ill‘lgt‘ is entirely low lying and IS-?llb_]L[L..t t&) :‘mml:}] '
undation and so the immigrants did not so long care to go and lfl]\L u!() ands 11_1 such Ct_lg
area. However, for scarcity of arable land subsequently, in the }\c;u' 1940 as n;im) as bd
colonists, as I have already spoken, did o there and took .scttlc_‘.nmnt," an starte .
cultivation. In the mean while, some 350 Mikirs, Lalungs and Kacharis hc“‘d?d by
the  gaonburas came there and not only broke (lf)\\'n the houses of the
immigrant  colonists but also set fire to most  of tl}?m and  turned the
colonists out of th.ir homesteads and holdings as well. . “}q whole matter was
reported to the police ;m(l‘ @ prolonged investigation :]}lstl‘[u‘.(.i Slil;[‘}“slslon 'o.f a
charge against certain  Mikir rioters . and - a case under SLCIIOI{I.IQ-‘-{‘ nd g?en
registered.  After a prolonged time lt"‘ one year some of lth\(t xll 1.1‘5 hd.\'c tien
sentenced (o pay heavy fines.  Then, Sir, what Il;tppcm"d. to the co Olll_bts ‘\\ as that
they were ousted from their lands.  The Deputy Commissioner  of Nowgong awaited
the result of the pending criminal case :nul. after the expiry  of one year thp th'e
case ended in conviction, there was some action taken for restoration of those immi-
grant colonists in the lands out of which they had .hm'n S0 I‘Clcnllcssly ousted. The
Deputy Commissioner accorded the most sympathetic treatment o
in that they were allowed to harvest the paddy crop ‘lhat they rmscd- in  those Ial'ldS.
Sir, a particular date was ii.\'ccl-—l_ mean 1ln:-. 10th 1"1:1)1'L3;11'):—L-f01' cvicting the tribal
trespassers.,  The Deputy Commissioner _wzth the Colonisation O{ﬁccr proceeded to
the site and finding that they were not quite ready to remove t_hcu‘_ belongings in a
day, showed them further syn.lpatln't 5md ;1110\_\’cd j_hcm again six day’s time to
remove their paddy and other things. Ihen, again, Sir, on the 16th lf'ebruary the
Dcputy Commissioner proceeded to the pl_a('c \\-}th a do;cn ‘01 armed police. But e
trespassers  having got the scent of the arrival of the police force had already decamped
and left their houses closed.” Tn circumstances  like th(‘stf, the Deputy Commissioner
thought fit (o pull down the houses and  to cffect the cviction.  Now, Sir, my hon.
Friend was most cloquent in describing  the immigrant colonists gg Very zcolumbaz.
Sir, the colonisation area was brought under the scheme only 10 years back and the
colony’s land was settled on payment of a premium ‘.by the coImu;.*ts, that is to say,
the land was purchased from Government., Now, Sir, is it any fault on the part of
the immigrant colonists or on the part of the tribal trespaslers ?  The Deputy
Commissioner was most sympathetic towards the tribal trespassers in so far as he
allowed them ope year’s time in waiting for the result of the criminal case and, further
more, sufficient time for ]1az'\'csting their paddy crop. Sir, I do not understand the
logic behind the argument that the Deputy Commissioner was unsympathetic towards
the tribal People. Then, Sir, he has said that the tribal people were removed from
Mairabari in the Bokoni Mauza. So far as I gather, the tribal people held periodic
_Pattz_ls near about Mairabari and o large number of them selling their land to the
Immigrant people by execuling registered sale deeds, had gone far far away to the
farthest extremity to get waste land on gratis. Sir, I challenge my hon, Friend Mr. Deuri
and most €mphatically that he has brought into this House certain allegations and
charges which are not only unfounded but are most distorted, with the evident idea
that he would get more reserves against the immigrants.

- Then, Sir, my hon. Friend Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari has also br
allegations against the immigrants as being very zoal{mzbaz. But, Sir, can he cite
any specific instance in which immigrants have been evicted as . & result of jnstitution
of any case brought by his tribal people ? 1 must challenge him also on that point.

¢ do not get specific materials to justify the allgations. My hon. Friend has brought
some unfounded allegations in the House against the immigrants ag being zoolumbaz.
Sir, there must be some limit to such allegations and charges.

‘Then, Sir, I have got some more grievances to be brought to the notice of the

Government. In Nowgong there is a Sub-Registration office for the whole of the

district and the documents presented for registration are so voluminous that two Sub-

those trespassers

ought similar
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chistrars attached to the same very registration offi Cannet c swath the heawvy
rush of works and pcople coming in connexion with such documents have 1o spend for
over two or t]n'(:(‘_ (l:l.‘_-.": ,"llll""flllf‘nli“; '.'-itil great jrrena al edisacaanfart atucl i noTcssary
expenditure in the headquarters and in view of this I would uree Goscrnment (o open
three Sub-Registration offices near Dabaka, in the headguarters and another semcewhere
at Mairabari to relieve the people as well as {for  the smooth adounistraoon ol the
Registration Department.

Then Sir, the Sadr Circle Office has also some reputation of voluminous wor ks, The
mutation cases along with other miscellancous cases have multnlied and that one Sube-

Deputy Collector cannot cope with the warl

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 hope the hon, Membee wall ish soon

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUHAMNM D AMIRUDDIN \niother point as to the
Sllpply, Sir. Here also one Sub-Deputy Collector is not s lhiciont I would uree the
concerning authoritics to allow two Sub-Deputy Collectors for the smooth vl mministras
tion of the circle.

Ag;ﬁu Sir, asreg wirds the distribution of standard cloth it s not alsy an o casy inll.
I have noticed that Rupaht [la+ is the bigeest  Tlat i the cdhistrict of
Nowgong. The Supply Oflicer goes on the Haro days to sell siandard cloth and Sifg
he opens the standard cloth for sale in a godown of a particular gectleman who has
got a shop in the Hat. Thousands of prople pgather topether and  ratse clamoar
for standard cloth. The systern of  distribution of standard cloth by way of
sale is a daugr:mlm onec. Is it pras'-,'ihlf- for one man to puhl; his way Lo the hll“l_‘v Sir ?
I would, therefore, ask the concerning authorities to  make  arrangements .\\'h!l the
Mouzadars, of course, with a Committee  constitoted locally  for the distribution aof
such standard cloth, otherwise the poor people for whom  these standard cloths  have
been meant will not get the benefit of the measure. )

As rcgards sugar, Sir, I want to speak a few words.  That some 500 bhags ol sugar
have been condemned as unfit for human consumption.  Alter disposing ol these  bags
in their own way, they will very soon come here for the writing ofl” the huge sums of
money. Pecople at large do not get sugar and thousands of maunds ol sagar are heing
wasted like this. 1 would draw the pointed attention of the Government 1o this also,
T have lots of grievances and T will ventilate those during  the discussion ol cut
Motions. With these words I resuine my geat. '

The Hon’ble th(: SPEAKER : Babu Sanat Kumar Ahir and then Mro Ghau-
dhuri. . , : .

Babu SANAE KUM{‘_‘L{{ AHIR : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 9% CACE IS
S»ggI8e ACAR ACHE AL ZI0505, g s wpraipat (e w4 F 9l
A Aca za At A AT e Aemthy g o fr wigiBea, ey Al 1w
afecs Al | @C“;“?‘;’“ mf;‘fﬁrﬁfﬁ AU Atescpa alzateen ¢ sricAlGT T2 TF

-t ¢F Az WW?’-‘{)_’;’*"-TT;JI’T :”w" TTRCT CHIS ol g 7% 1 ypsats @ TieAlb Tl FEcy
catw T ﬁ@liﬂﬁcgémge m\;ﬁ_’:{jﬂ rﬁﬂmﬁ: @ T A gt fza e, Fee
ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁf} T T ;Ia:ﬁ” Sfirars Al wiratcara wee oz FEATT 4T

e - ; CNT Tt s wifie fey afraim sy 02T S
7 tetzat(e |

qericad ACTE WEF A 5ims, oy = . .
o Wo A ST WITA wa wf3 sl S s < e

T (F9 qE=iE 9% atcoeh = )

. oot TG ACH? R elamye i T 712 «@Z Alcgeh @@ za MR L CHi
ff'::rrif;ifi—lT Gi%?fg &l %fg:a?f;q-ﬂ%mq Clegq wfg @t < za T wim difFER o)
(j;ﬂ% e, AT T e C;F:vatt": Afacas =n a4 1 9% agamd % 9t
S ote wfrse | (hear, hear) Pﬁ 'S FTAFEM wtta A q CFART el ©lF Sl
ot A1 ILEAte AETSEAT T Do TE I oA Siziorm g ostE B iR
oy 74 TS OF T AT Wiy 531—2:7 ﬁ”j g Afgrecy, <12 furss of9l 4fEam

e 2 . < 'J)\ I oy [ <1 ot -:
s fRa 3t gy FUsemd anam Bevsy S F'”t e f{rawfa 9l afawcmEm sy
T oy ojzet wfaaicte | Fiorg Fact LT A,
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. oo T r I Y, J . ' ¥
S[lll][ I{()III.\[ P\[J.\I-\l\ (-.ll,'\[ IJI“ l(l ¢ _‘\.I| "‘“jl_"_,r'_‘_-. S it , I Khow \very '.'\l"“
th at hard words do not break stones and 1 deo et usually indulee in them Mre Baadva-
nath Mookerjee—Since when 2 ) To-day | shall refy in from using them at al|
because the strategic position in this House of the encmies of the Opposition, namely,
the Ministry, 1s 1n a state ol "”“PI“"' encirclement They have heen attad ked from
the f‘n)”[’ 1];(;3,/ have lu.-;-:l attackedd from the side: ii”_._‘ have becen attad ked
and vignrousfy attacked from the rear, by their own s S HPOFLCTS. One thing 1

should make clear that ' however much we wel ome criticistns from the  sup-
Ministry against the Ministry iweclf we do hot appreciate the way
in which the tour of the Hon'ble Minister-in- harge of Medical s ¢ riticised from
time to time by _'f!'-' SaHEE V'f“llﬂff.‘-' ol the ,\h,',i.‘,,_l-,'l] yarty . | hey may  have
some undisclosed grievances against her, but so far ay | k;,,'“__l_. ‘he Hon'ble Minister's
tour is generally welcomed by the public and quite a large number of  females
always gather rou'nf] her Wil’:“:"‘~’ffl‘ she visits the interior of the districts.  Sir, il the hon,
Members of t}”f Government | arty }“,W“ any particular grievances against the way in
which the Medical Department is being administered, l;‘,,.}; should state clearly and
squar(tly instead ol making side references to e

Sir, I have very little to speak on the Budget proper itself.  My. hon. I'ricnd, Mr,
Mookerjee, in his C‘jm],'rf:‘llczr.]sl\.-':_z speech and  also my l.lrm.A I'riend, -ir. Whittaker, has
depicted the Budget 1n its truc colour and dispelled (he illusory hopes which the able
and eloquent speech of the I_Irm ble Finance Minister had given rise in our minds Sir. il
‘shall only try to Prcs(:l'lf }lJ(:lmic the House the feelings in this ('mua.t:;y in an unvarnished
way. Sir, 1In days gr‘)(nt(. )y :v u:n'tl.nS country wag being governed by the Badshas and
Ujirs they took grf“l .((_"]lrf[ e acquaint themselves with the gricvances ol the people.
For that purpos¢ l,}lf-r}"l.l""'( (10 go r'dmut In disguise. But what is the position today ?
If you express y_‘)“}f’ﬁ_“r“.“’d“ "]'-"l‘" anopen public meeting, cither that mecting  will be
banned or Lathi ¢ "m’j?f’.afl?;i gaooting will be the result.,  If you gather together in your
housc and talk:_al?Outflzgrll,li:lllzn()f thf: country you will be .:llzll'g;:(l with sedition and
conspiracy- I you t oucin- é’_OUI' mind any sentiment ol patriotism and il" nothing
can be proved ;o r?s'rmer 2 ourt ol Justice- —what is the resu't 2 You will be
detained as 's.ciic;lrll‘lt}"rll?hi-s Hou];lcpgﬁ?n o;‘rmtr:rm:tl in a particular locality. T'hatis the
présent hI;(t)bivc have in our mind, # allorld us 2 place where we can say something

abpuk ¥ Ik that I mak
now that 1 make vy " . . o
Althouegs}ilst the temptation of stilyﬂ’"”‘" contribution to the Budget discussion I
Can-nevefl_"tfhe public. Today in particc ;ng on my legs in order to say what is the real
feeling Od that question is this “who is'uoar’ there is one question agitating the public
mind an S our ruler, are we still under the lnglishman of

itain or arc we under the suzerq; ! e o L : a
Great Br 2 That question has bee, '}mty of the Englishman from the United States

Of.l.%mcrma dranath Buragohain a] oremost in our minds today. My hon. Iriend
Sl’f_lut Surcréhc Americans, I WOUISO Spoke about this with refercnce to management of
railway b Union Jack and the } refer to one important thing and that is the brushing
aside of the ’ OI8tng of the Flag of the United States of America in

z I am referring to the Em ' :
o Place'building s gl UnionI}Ormm and the Weaving Institute at Gauhati,

porters ol the

tours in this sinister way.

On that A e ack which has b ; 1 -
- ‘«ted in its place.  Sir, if oy : as been removed and an Amcrican
Flag ho1s had been hoisted on that g Nationa] Flag, if the Flag of the Indian National

Congress 11¢
if not shot 1m

mediately. But when ;llllled}rnlg the hoisters would have been sent to Jail
h Flag removed nothing n ag of the American Congress takes the place

be said aboutit. And why ? It is because
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Sir, something really like transfer of power and property has taken placc‘ m‘ “lhc 1_11ca]‘1_-
ALy SL e i culiar knack of changing its masters and rulers UNCONSCi-
time ? Sir, Assam has a peculiar knack of ¢ ging : ' e Anthnaty

ously and without bloodshed. In l?lc year 1820, l)‘urm.l which hd.d‘ nO tll L 11 }ols;(_
ssion over Assam, by the treaty of X ;lml'}lmn Ir;mslcrrf-d _.f\ss.‘un' to British ]‘3!-“15{: 1 n(?
a similar bloodless transfer taken place in the meantime? We are very faithful an

loyal servants ; we know how to serve our masters 3 we know how to unitate thr:‘,m a‘nd‘
we can at once try to become isli_thlul ;md. loyal servants f)f the United b.l‘atca of
America, provided we are given suflicient and timely notice.  We want the position to
be made clear.

attention of the Hon’ble Premier in the
Department of Law and Order that he has cntirely failn} to preserve law and order in
this Province. It may be that he has spcuccdc.d m scndmg: some innocent Con\gressnu_:n
to jail, but he has not succeeded at all in checking _uml('s‘l'.an ol the people of the soil.
We often find that our houses are molested by soldicrs with impunity and nothing can
be done to punish them.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Heis helpless.

Srijut ROHINIKUMAR CHAUDHURI

matter. I know very well that Amerie

I should like particularly to draw the

But something must be done in the
an soldiers or American officers cahnot be touch-
cd by British Government in Indja. They cannot even be prosecuted or tried in the
courts ol justice here. Therefore, some appeal must be made ‘o President Roosevelt by
the Government of Assam to check all this. If they cannot be tried here, it they can-
not be punished here, we are cntircly‘ helpless. So, I say that there should be a special
deputation sent lrm_n. Assam to America so that these soldiers may De restrained from
molesting Indian citizens. I shall in course of time give instances which have occurred
very I-cccntly.“I mean ‘instancvs of molcstati_on by soldiers of the innocent Indian
pcople. But, Sir, why do not we hear ‘Mr. Whittaker complaining of molestation? Why
we do not hear the European community complaining of molestation of Indians ? This
question can be answered only by those who are responsible for the molestations.

Another thing. 1 take this opportunity of appreciating the order by the Hon’ble
Minister in-charge of L_;Lw u_nd 'Or‘dc'r about releasing certain political prisoners whose
health was really dctcrmratmg i jail, but he has not implemented  his promise about
Srijut Sarveswar Barua who had been suflering from dysentery and fever, 1 hope he
will try to help him in the matter and release him immediateiy.,  The immediate re-
lease of Dr. Hari Krishna Das, whose wife is in bed for some months now is also
urgently needed.

. We find in My, Whittaker’s Budget specgh that British interest is constantly works
ing in his mind, e criticises the Assam Distillery and criticises its products. It may

be said that Mr. Whittaker has better ideas about some taste of wine and liquor but
I have seen Certificates from Yuropeans, from the

: proprictor of the hotel in which he
used to reside, viz,, the Pinewood Hotel, and also some American officers who say that
the DlStl_ll?ry products are very excellent. This Distillery was established in the teeth
of Opposition from Luropean planters and officers., I know Sir, that the Europeans who
had their own industry of liquor in Indja thought that these may suffer in future. They
may say that Kellner, Spencer, and Casey and the rest of them may suffer.
That may be one of the rcasons why Mr. Whittaker speaks in scathing terms of the
Assam Distillery, but he ]

] . knows how difficult it was to g¢t machinery for this distillery
which was paid to the tune of Rs.4 lakhs to the Government of ‘Assam. I do not

encourage ordinary distillation of liquor in this province, but if for thijs province liquor
must be intended it is better that local people make some  advantage out of it.
I wish to make my Friend Mr. = Whittaker  wiser about the quality
of liquor made in this distillery by handing over a certificate which has been
given from a military officer who said “I find the liguor of Assam Distillery a

very good product and T might say that it is one of the best spirits in India.” This
officer is the head of the training school of the Fourteenth Ar my which is now fighting
in Burma. :
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Sir, turning now to Jails, T want to draw the Mlenlion of the FHon ' bir - i:;
' et food ane

charge of Jails that prisoners are suffering very much for want of
clothing, not to speak of political prisoners but also ordinasy -y ._‘":“_' e not gotting
the diet as prescribed by the Jail Manual. B Division D fiera by are cntitled to
dhuti and slippers have been entirely deprived of these amd  conelled 10 put on
Fangia. i
Food supply has been a difficult one on account of high rise i price robably, as
' S bile Mims-

there has been over-crowding in jails.  Also, Sir. 1 wish 1o usse o the Hon

ter that he should immediately adopt a policy of deliver, of orisonces, as it has been

adopted in théother provinces in India.  Prisoners who, s S aley of offences

involving moral turpitude can easily be released without fear or detsinent to the safety

of the general public. The Good Conduct Prisoners' Release N ¢t has been allowed to
L8 ICA8 y 11.18 1§ ¢

become a dead letter and should be brought out, of shelves and used
As regards the security prisoners, I think the Hon'ble Pririe Minjsier knows that
in other pl'UViI‘"l‘f-’ﬁ' a body consisting of High Court Judges has l'nr‘r': cat i o FEN lew in-
dividual cases and, I think, ir. Bombay as many ;{4,';;_(,(,(, g ‘.!Ii{“ .’”.“”,ﬁ’ have been
released as there was nothing against them Mo aicl hede }.' ; i"r-r'll constituted in
Assam and they are detained 5o long, without trial, I hope "Sir ”.:hr f{on’ble Prime
Minister will look into this matter very carcfully.  And ei;i,ar: ri & 1 rovinee 1s lnz.u'tir.lll_\‘
quict now steps should be taken for their carly release, epros
As regards land revenue policy, Sir, I wish only to say one thing to the Hon'ble
Minister-in-charge that this ]J()I:r,'y has not been  liked by cither ”r;’). neither by the
indigenous people nor by the immigrants, It is high time that ltlf“"hnn!d] set Up it new
committee to find out a solution. Instead of C;u'rvin;: out this ;rylic v -‘it is hetter that this
"whole policy should be revised so as to find out a \'\j‘fn'k.‘tl;lr-p}riur‘i‘)lt‘ which will satisfy
all people concerned, and in the meantime, Sir, the order which h,lﬁ. b passed by the
Government of .Assam, ey allowing the immigrants lr;' m_“]r‘ w}‘”"”_\,(.,. they hike and
telling the district officers not to disturb them should be ;(.V;q;.d and countermanded.
This order had given _dir(:ct encouragement (o l:nvlr:ssm-ss‘ '1.url 1‘[](- immigrants have
taken advantage of this and they are scttling anywhere n'n'(l ‘,.W.,. 'wh’rrr' will Govern-
ment allow this sort of lawlessness by acquiecscing to it ?  The ?,,,,,,i rrants are scttling
in the reserves and burning the houses of graziers- —such things }l'l\"l'{—‘}“ll’l""["‘.(] in the
Gauhati subdivision. T bescech the Hon’ble Revenue Nﬁni‘!tt;‘ to direct the district
officers to stop this lawl(:ssnc.?s and urgently to summon a meeting of the representas
tives of the various groups—it should not he confined to the M(-:;L;h:-rs' of the Assembly
put should be extended to outsiders also-—and try to evolve a working principle
whereby we can satisfy not only the indigenous people but alsc ‘tl(n‘;(‘ immigrants who
have really made their homes here after g long settleineny. » those
I also draw the atlention of the Hon'ble Minister-in-charge of ILocal Self-Govern-
£ tor (HS Jiate ?f t'h'lr}gs In Gauhati.  We are (o pay rr;u‘niti.. al tax. Ifwe do not
?aygg;’giﬁiﬁlfgf;‘:;r%z;o }llzn\%‘ijlli in th]c hands of non-official p(!]mirm;ln but in the
1an P s employ armed polj .alise the tax. But
whaihdcor(;gg %‘(::e;)ﬂt :EEL;ZH?Of'g}C tax paid 2 After 3]0r ((]jc(ma;;(l -,::31](1;;1(.1 get tap water.
A:;Zrters. I am responsible formci:i;ve;;i?gi" I)(:fjrl,tllc NEEALIVE EXEEPUng Lh%‘ .i'llump(:]n.l}
Municipality. Is there a stree( light ? No SFrll(.m-cn[ I make with regard lf,, ks
o the whole night without light. ~ Are th y “ven In the private houses we are to
No. In the former non-officia] Chairr ¢ latrines cleaned everyday ? The reply is
be cleaned everyday.  Now the ord m_a“hrcglfne the order was that the latrines sllr}llld
then that is not Flonc and so things ehr 1s that it sh_ou]d b.c cleaned after 3 days.  Lven
riencing great dlfﬁculty_ they i ave l)ecom.c impossible.  When people are expe-
1atrines cleaned. 1 requested the I—?qujred to give one rupce to sweeper and get the
Gauhati f.xr}d see things for himself | on I.ch Mlnlstcr to break his journey to Delhi at
the Municipal affairs in 4 prc)pér ut 1n vain, I_f really Government cannot manage
from paying the tax  Sheylq tl way they should issue a general order exempting us
find it difficult to cope with (h, 1(?.1.6"6(3“'-'1\’6 officers and the Deputy Cominissioner
places like Dimapur, they sh, ‘]ém‘ itary officers who take away the sweepers to distant
Wd return the Municipality to an elected body as before,

A



1944) BUDGET DISCUSSION 113

Sir, cither Government must exempt the people from the payment of the taxes or they

should insist on the municipality’s doing things properly—cither of the two things
must be done and must be done quickly.

Sir, I wanted to say one word about the administration of the Public Works De-
partment. I praise the Hon'ble Minister-in-charge of the Public the Works Department
so far as the administration of the Education Department is concerned but in the matter
of Public Works Department he has proved a total failure. I can draw his attention
to one instance at least of which he must have personal kn(\\\'lc‘.dgc. The hon.
Members who go to Gauhati must have seen a lu‘i(lg’q between 13th and 14th mile of
the Shillong road. There is a small span of about 21 feet. The Public Works
ment made efforts

Depart-

to make a temporary bridge but they failed and then the military
came to the rescue anl constructed a temporary bridge and it was used for a few
month. Towards the middle of the year 1943, a permanent bridge was constructed by
a big contractor, but that permanent bridge has _l‘;ulcd now m}d again the temporary
bridge made by the military is being used. Who is responsible for this, Sir ?
calling this a Public Works Department we may call it a Public Waste Departmente
1 will cite the instance of another bridge which is krown as the Bharalu Bridge:
Attempts are being made to expand it. But that attempt is going on for about 10
months.  What is happening there is that they have bought a crushing machine
to crush stones. Most of the days that machine does not work with the result
that the bridge will never be completed and the western border of the road will
remain closed for one year more. If merely the expansion of a bridge is to t
year, how do you think of fighting the Burmese or the Japanese. If this
in making roads and bridges how can you fight with the enemy ?
Sir, as you go along the road you will find always -sigxlbonrds which are upside
down containing the words “Sub way on the right”, another signboard
is put as ““Read this signboard upside down’, then alone you will reqq it correctly.
Sir, instead of using so many signboards like that, would it not be advisable tq publish
it in the gazette that travellers going by this road should read signboards ey
down? (Laughter). 1f you go by the Trunk Road to Nowgong, if you go to Barpeta
you will find like this. Then between North Gauhati and Barpeta You are ah\‘"c'l')’;
to go by subways. These bridges are repaired in cold \-vc.athm-. These are pever
completed during cold weather and when the rains come the road beg

Instead of

ake one
1s our skill

: omes impassable.
Practically in going by the north trunk road all :Lravclllels Hme’ requested top g(; by
sub-ways. At the same time, Sir, I must admire the on’ble Ministe

of Public Works Department for very sympathetic attitude lhir; Clt]all{-gﬁ
towards Assamese businessmen and Assamese contractors. I“.Ie has Tecently ( If . f(:i

settled the ferries to a number of men who have taken to  this line of busine Oulr; ;
I think he should give more attention to the roads and bridges an inssf. d uf
working with inferiority complex on the idea of getting contractors from O‘uts'ﬁ(;1 tl’?e
province and to get more efficient work, if he would try coutractorg from insl'de the
province, I am sure, he will get better work donc. —

'%"he Ho:éble the SPEAKER : 1 think this isIall. i .

Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDIHURI: wanted to say a o i
the Me.dical Department in which a meagre amount has heep WallWOlds abm;;
very curious to find that almost all the money has been_ given ¢q inotted. s le
rather than to sane people. 1 mean, all the money has practically Keep, iSane peoﬁlc
Mental Hospital and only Rs. 6,000 or so has: beeh €IVen to' sapgy,Srven to the
know why the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of the Medical Department e %ch
more solicitous for the insane people than the sane ones. T sh wait 4 sq Torne
answer from the Hon’ble Minister in course of this Session. to get

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABLUL MATIN CHAUDHURTI : The Hon’ble Premier
has sent words that he is busy in the Upper iiouse ?‘_ﬂd MAY not he able to atten
this House today. So I may speak on the Budget discussion.

I have listened, Sir, for two days to the speeches that_ have been made by the
hon. Members in criticising the Budget. I am sure, Sir, hon. Members all realis

llich }-16
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that in 4 war Budget it is not possible for us to satisfy ol the demands or the
Suggestions of the different Members from the different sections of the House. We
we come criticistn—the criticisrn that is made to enable us to rectily mstakes or to
avoid pitfall. We also welcome criticism that i1s constructive, that stimulates thought

and promotes action.
p I think the Government can modestly claim  that in draling with urgent and
vital problems there has not been any negligence or inactivity or aslacknecss on the part
of the Government and they have e,];;:rrrl no pains in dealing with emereent situations
as they have arisen. More than this we do not claim. In replying to this l’-l.uI.L:Cl
debate T shall confine myself to dealing with the main lines of the Budget .
only. Hon. Members must not think that all the points that have  been raised In
course of the discussion will be i;jll':rf'fl- As 1s the usuanl pri tice with the Govern-
ment, Sir, all the points that have been raised will be exa vined
df‘]‘mrtmrn[s and any steps that may be considered necessary will be taken
As usual, my hon. Friend Mr. Whittaker has made one of the
provoking spccr:hr:s in the debate. He has lmin!rtl out and very : .
the appearance of a practically balanced Budget does not disclose  the  true financial
position of the Government. Most of our increased income is due to windfalls which
are not likely to survive in war period and although some cxpenditure will  be
rc.dllcr:rl——~th(: expenditure that is due to war measures, at the end of the war, Assam
Wl]l_ find herself in a decidedly weaker position compared to  other provinces in
Ind{a, _Just as, Sir, the soldiers fight in the battle field and the war prohteers make
profit sitting at home, so our province is bearing all the hardship of being in the war
zone while provinces remote from the war are busy strengthening  their  resources,
I'hey are busily sctting up new industries and they are fortifying their positions for the
post-war period. As it is, our’s is a very undeveloped province.  We have not got
msut.utions that are considered essential for the progress and development of the
Province. ‘The United Provinces has got five universities whereas we have
not got a single one. We have not got any FEngineering College, nor  we
have got any Medical or Agricultural College. We have not got even the money
necessary to start an institution like those.  We have not got the money to harness
our rich undeveloped resources to productive use. In the past, ours have been
a scries of deficit Budgets. Though Assam produces petrol, Government  of India
make over a crore of rupees out of it. Assam produces tea and as Mr® Whittaker
pointed out, the cxcise duty of 3} crores of rupees is being taken by the Government
of India without letting us any sharc thereof.  We, Sir, made every cffort to improve
our own f"mancc. Since the inauguration of the Constitution we have intro-
duced Agricultural Income-tax. We  have imposed taxes on entertainments
a'.n.d sale of petrol. We have made every effort  to  improve our  position,
Still  we ﬁndf; that' we are not in a position to make our both ends meet
R 12, OSsonaly v s oo fes i he S of e
Assam Rifles, some assistance ufnflc e g e e o lhﬂc a8 i ‘f'or
and thingsiof that sevt. Buk vl e matter of eur Grow Mere Food Campaign
f : ut what we want from the Government of India is not doles \
but equitable share. In this connection, Sir M i - he . i '
. 3 o > 3 5 r. Whittaker has very pertinently
raired the question of revision of the Nieme er Award. Before the New Cons
titution was 1naugurated, Sir, the conditi fY ‘f' V\a‘r : ('?(‘)r('- ]" inces % ‘
examined first by the Perc ,Co ek Mo of willmadlil GSUQCRIRER ;wcm
Clommittee recommended j fr}li thcmrz‘nu’c- i by- Sic Otto Niemeyer. J_hcrlcrcy
of rupees which was subs overnment of Assam a subvention of 65 lakhs
h *quently  whittled down by Sir Otto Nicmeyer to 30
lakhs. In the year 1940.4] Assam t 49 lak Y : ‘ibutic
the Government of indja. fn the ‘gg " hs- al oy B8, EER lll % Wil
increase of 31 per cent. The H year 1943-44 it was increased to 64 lakhs— an
same period the increage th—'u t?)usc ;m]l. be interested to hear that‘dL):rm‘g the
‘Bombay and Madrasg E{Oi asc ;- I.r0v1nce§ of the Ponjal, Clentral lro'vmccs,
e Rk dhe (“Slril)lﬁion fcon‘trlbutlon from the antrc amounted to 333 per
unfair to Assam, We ». Ol percentages under the Niemeyer Award has been most
are thankful to Mr, Whittaker for giving support for the

B

by the respective

most  thought
rightly-—that
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proposal of revision of the Niemeyer Award and I am glad to find that my hon.
Friend Myr. Nirendra Nath Deb and, I am surc every hon. Member of this
House, shares the views of Mr. Whittaker in this matter. Mr. Whittaker has
asked us to howl and it necessary to show our teecth. Though our cries has not
been  publicly audible we have been making  persistent efforts to get better finan-
cial assistance from the Centre, and in this connection I shall be failing in my
duty if I do not mention thatin our efforts to get fair deal fromm the Government
of imli;t, the Ministry hive always had 4 powerful support of Hs Excellency the
Governor. All 1 can say now is that we shall, Sir, continue our
this direction in future also as we did in the past.

During the Budget discussion both on Saturday and today a good deal of
criticism has been levelled against our land settlement policy -—— the land settlement
policy which aims at providing more lands to the l:mdlcss‘pcnplt: in the Province and
to give an  impetus to the question of Grow More Food Q;\lllpaigll. Sir, it is
not a new policy that this  Government has .m;u‘lguralcd.‘ T'he policy of coloni-
sation scheme for development of the Province, for providing lands to the land
less has been in  existence for over two decades in this Province. What the
present Government has done——and 1 think has rightly done is to put a little more
vigcur in the execution of that policy, to accelerate the process of land settle-
ment in the interest of Grow More Food Campaign and to provide more land
to the landless in the Province. Sir, as far back as in 1933 when the Line
System  Enquiry Committee submitted 1ts  report, . e. alter making enquiries e
was found that this problem had become very acute in the Province :ud
they recommended therein to throw open more l;l}ld for settlement i 1-1‘1;1
less. 'This problem of landlessness, Sir, though it existed among all the c()mn;I -
ties in the Province, was much more acute among the class of people who um-
known as immigrants. During the decade between 19.‘_31~31 the Population ofsoarc
of the immigrant Mauzas in Nowgong, Darrang and.I\ tmrup  Districts has o
sed from 150 to 200 per cent. without any corresponding increase in E
cultivation. In 1940-41 when under Development Scheme applications were inus
from the landless pcople on payment of fees of cight annas per application, ip N(;n:;-lmd
District alone, over 40 thousand applications were received from PCOich '}\\gong
no lands and out of them 25,000 were landless immigrants. - Now Sir ti“' ‘10 e
lem has dbecome more acute during the recent years than jp \V‘J.S,sonb }Jrop-
years ago, because in recent years there has mnot been large extension I?L~ .
nisation area. Apart from every other consideration it was an obviogxsczi S
Government to arrange for the extension of the colonisation scheme B uty of
duty, Sir, became all the more important last -year when due tq i'ami:.p -Ut Mt
tage of food in our neighbouring Province Bengal, the problem of L’~dnd Shigr-
IFood became a question of utmost urgency, 51_1‘, when people are dvyi r:ow l\im:c
hundreds and thousands in the neihbouring Province and when milli(m);]a by _thclr
are lying fallow in Assam it would have been utmost fo]) on t‘ires of land_
Government not to exert themselves to throw open as much land 4 o part ot
cultivation. That the land should remain fallow and uncultivateq rasthPOSSlblc for
cultivated by the immigrantsis a proposition, Sir, which I am sure wil| or than be
itself to any hon. Member of this House. '1?hc Government of s not commer}d
in my Budget speech, has been taking a particularly keen Interegt ila’ as I said
of our land development policy, and the Central El_qqulry Committce n the question
that the execution of this policy should be C_XPCdItﬁd~ ot contcntrcc.ommended
Governmeut of India have asked us to submit monthly returng with that the
gress we are making in this direction, and I am sure jf any slack ;
in this rcgard, the matter will not remain much longer in tchc s e
Government of Assam. ¢ hands of the

My hon. Friend Srijut Rohini lfiumur Chaudhurj rﬁferlrcd to the cas f
encroachment into the professional grazing TESErves by thousangs  of people e

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I did not g3. cthousands v 0"

; say ‘‘thousands of pe
. ) 0=
ple,”” but 1 said that “there have been 1Instances ol encrpachment’..... p

cndeavour in

Increa-
the area under
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI In this Province  there

are large areas which are kept as professional grazing sescrves, wihich  are in cxces
of the requirement of the graziers I may give one instance.  In Barpets, there are
1,25,000 bighas of land for _[:ffnff'.',"il.s;.:] graziers, but there are only 4,000 hutfalors and
3,000 cows grazing there, ,I" view the question in proper perap-ctive, 1 may A"” thé
Housc that in the district of Kamrup there are 11 lakhs of cattle and in the disirict of
Sylhet there arc 15 l:nk!r., subsisting by grazing in the village common.  As regards the
condition of these grazing reserves, 1 had occasion to visit one of these rescrves during
my last tour in Barpeta. There is a rescrve called Theka reserve with an arca of 13,000
Bighas of land and there are 135 buffaloes there.  Surely, Sir, it s preposterous  that
when the need of the people for land 1s so great that such a large arca should be kept
exclusively for the (Z:l”l".' Around this reserve there are hundreds of fam:lies of landless
people who have been living in a very miserable way by encroaching upon some  parts
of the reserve. I went into one of the villages of these encroachers and made enquiries
from about a dozen families in that village. ‘They had come, Sir, to Assam some 2§
years ago and had been living in that reserve for the last 8 years.  Being encroachers, =

Sir, during the last 7 ycars their houses had been burnt three times and destroyed twice,
They do not build cven the ordinary huts that the common cultivators  build, but live
in hotels because they knew that any time their houses may be destroyed under Governs-
ment orders. They return again and again to the same place risking eviction  because
they have nowhere clse togo to. This is the miscrable condition in which these
encroachers are living in professional grazing reserves.

Now, Sir, the immigrants are not to be allowed to live in the tribal arcas 3 they are
not to live near the Assamese line and it will be height of absurdity if we are to - accept
the plea that they are not to lnf allowed to live near the cattles of the I\'t'l)-t_ll graziers,
The Grow More Food Campaign will be a mockery when large portions ol lands  are
thus lett uncultivated and fallow. (fHear, hear.)

My hon. Friend Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari has made a very cloquent appeal
for the protection of the wribal people. I can assure him that we fully 1':':1!:5:' that (he
tribal people are backward and nced protection  and we are determined o giye
them every protection and to save them from molestation from all quarters. I'hat has
been the bed-rock of our policy all along.

Then, Sir, having tal_ccu ;'zll these facts into consideration, G vernment haye
decided that those arcas nf professional grazing reserves which are in excess ol the
requirement of the graziers ghould be thrown open for settlement. I do not sce any
reasonable person can complain and say anything against the policy of the Governmeng,

Now, Sir, about the other aspects of the Budget discussion my hon. Iriend My,
Mookerjee has depicted a very doleful picture of the economic condition of the people of
the Province. He went o far as to say that while in Bengal people died of starvation for
failure of food, here in Assam pcople are dying for the insufliciency of the same. I am
sure, Sir, the .HOUSC will agree Vﬁ:’lth me that this is rather a over-drawn picture, and
exaggcratcd picturc of the situation. In support of this contention Mr. Mookerjee cited
the case of Ba_nlyahchong. We do recognise that there has been distress in Baniyachong,
But, Sir, Baniyachong 1s not typical of Assam. It is an exception. ‘T'he distress in
Baniyachong 1s due 1°§S to cconomic cause than to the epidemic diseases.

Mr. BAID,YANA I'H MOOKERJEE : What Maulana Sahib said this mornin ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Mr. Mookeriee
attributcd 93-110“3"39:3 to‘ th-e GOVl}rnmcnt for not taking all the steps that were neccsshry
for preventing the [:St:i".ss in B_am)’aqhong. During the last session there was a fy]]

dreSSe.d debgwhonlvi fl lsltrcs_s 1n Ban}yachong. After the session was over the Hon’phle
Premier an { < E g Minister visited the locality and took all steps that were
needed to rckfx‘lle Etﬁ Sltuatcllon- I would inform the House of the further steps that
have been ta ndz ther?’g?li' to the situation in Baniyachong. At present 8 centres
are working Uit add't‘u 2 K':h Health Sub-Assistant Surgeons in distributing quinine at
Banly_aCh‘mg' g onel égn] three Medicg] Department Sub-Assistant Surgeons-—one at
the dispensary ch at Northern and Southern areas—are treating cases with

Seases. Besides these, a Medical Unit consisting of

complications of malaria or other d;
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one doctor and three assistants of the

Bengal Civil Protection Commitice is treating ma-
laria cases with complications there,

Fight Epidemic .-\ssi\l:nu::.:uul thrc_ﬁ‘ CO“}I)QU)nders
are also working there.  The Sub-Assistant Surgeon of the Assistant lj\l_lt.'(i{f‘l -P{I él‘l_hlw
Health’s Laboratory at Svlhet \\'illl-lhv l.:llmr;lun‘_\' ;.\.\‘Sl.‘\‘f;l!ll‘\.\':ls temporari \\\ l’( 1 l.l\\'u‘
from Sylhet to Baniyachong with Field l.;z.lm.-;‘lnry for u!cn_nhc:llmn and dl.\l:t(ftmn_ of
anonheline mosquitoes.  T'he .-_\ss:nn AMedieal l{{~§(';111~l_1 So ety a[_sn undertook a plsll_
minary malaria survey of Baniyachong., As decided in the Conference held on the (th
December 1943, one Assistant Surgeon of the Medical Department has been posted to

Habiganj to supervise the work n_t' the Mt:dimi and !’uhl‘ic Health Dt:pal‘ll.11c11t staff
employed in connection with malaria epidemic and careful distribution of n..ntl-x}l;lhu:ml
drugs there. As | satd, Sir, in my Budget speech, that an emergency hospital is going
to be organised with 50 beds. ‘ ' _ ] s
Mr. Mookerjee in his Budget speech asceribed the cconomic ph_gl}t of the lrm"mc-e
to inflation and lack of transport facilities.  As regards wflation, this is a matter which is
not within the control of the Government of Assam. The (‘}m'm‘m}lcnt of :\:\‘sam ‘lms been
co-operating with the Government of India In - matter ‘of checking the 11:1‘1;1t10n. .All
our construction programme has l)tx:n reduced to a minimum and we ha\'c. Imnaugurated
campaign for encouragement of savings among the people and persuading thf:m to
invest in Defence Savings Clertificates, National Savings Ccruilc:ltcs: cte. ‘:\ Special
Officer hac been appointed, particularly as 1 said in my reply to questions this morning
to encourage and organise the siale of National Savings Certificates to peop’e both in the
rural and urban arcas. 1 think the hon. Members of the House will be doing an useful

service if they use their influence n trying to encourage the habit of saving among the
people and inducing them to save their money

. - and : ‘ rom _'why'c‘lopositing in the Banks or Co-opcra_
tive Socicties and by buying Defence Savings Certificates.,

On the question of transport lhc-:rv has been a good deal of complaints, Many
hon. Members have spoken on this and have expressed a genuine grievance of the
public in this matter. (;mvcrnincnt also sh;u:c the feeling of the public in this Matter,
Sit, for many years past, the Government of India has neglected the question of rajl
transport in the Province of Assam. Ass:un'bﬁin.ﬁl’ a far off Province her case has beep
neglected throughout and we are no. paying the penalty.  One single track metre
gauge line is made to serve the interest of the <'mi1"c Province. What Wwas, Sir, barely
adequate during pre-war pericd has proved utterly madequate under the stress of war
conditions.  With the enemy at the gates of Assam, the military requirements must

hecessarily have priority of consideration and civil supplies comes later, The increase
in the number of wagons, even if th(‘y are El\'allil'blc, is

. not the real remedy of the
situation.  For there must be facilities of Mmarshalling yards in stations, for "handlip
the wagons. There must be double track for quicker movem

shall have (o {

: _ : ents of those wagons.. We
ace these difficulties being in the

remedy for this.

war zone as there is no speedy

But, Sir, in the matter of road transport, the Government of Assam

has not been negligent or inactive A arge sum, a sum of Rs.88 lacs, has been spent
for organising the Assam Transport. It is true that

the past months in doing m

this transport has been busy during
these things are

for the Assam Trunk Road. But
I future the Assam Transport will bear
of civil supplies. Flaving regard to the
ded to arrange and organise passenger

ilitary works, and works
S going to change from now,

an increasingly larger share in this movement
difficulties in travelling by rail, it has been decj

motor routes which will work under the supervision of a senjor Government Official,
We hope the steps that we have been taking may lead to

an improvement in the trans-
port of civil supplies. As, Sir, the Hon’ble Premier is now present in the House he
will  deal with (he question of supply. I  need not say anything in thig
matter. I  gha]l reply only to criticisms relating to  other departments.
The Agricultural Department has been denounced by  several speakers as
inefficient and it has been stated that the Grow More Food Campaign has not been a
success. I would nnly refer to what the Agricultural Department has claimed to have
achieved in the years from 1939-40 to 1943-44 through its efforts. The increase
of area under rjce is 19 per cent.

and our rice production by 26 per cent. or
4,64 000. Increase of area under pulses is 1,49

»000 acres. Increase of area under
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1.7 §,000

Arca under vegetalle
schemes will lead o a4y 3, ¢

sugar-cane cultivation is 66,000 acres.
acres and pru‘.‘i.‘-i“ll of small irrigation
about 58 tons of paddy or 36,867 of rice during

My Hon. Friends Messrs. Akshay Kumar Das, and Bipin Behars 1)as have

(131908 1Mt 9« i
118 | (| |

raised the question ol giving aid in the matter of education 1o Selhedule caste people.
They have complained that scholarships have been provided g, the plains tribal
and nothing has been done for the Scheduled Castes. v

Sir, the following scholarships are generally awarded partic ularly (o the students
of the Scheduled Castes—17 scholarships for Primarv Schools 6 for \Middle Verna-
cular Schools, 11 for Middle English Schools and 10 for .'=.I.;I-;,'_~;'~, o ,”' Standard.
(M.nulaVi Abdul Bari Choudhury-—what about the 1munigraggeg I.z;;::.i:'r-“"" come

under the category of Muslim.

Then Babu Akshay Kumar Das has complained about the assistynee to the Harijan

hostel at Sylhet.  An annual recurring grant of Rs. 64 was ivl-.-.'ui.r-:i for from the
year 1939-40 which was l'.’j.i."iffd to I'(.-s. 136 in the year 1942.43, A4, inere .'.:,-.l recurring
grant of Rs. 344 was made in addition to the grant of Rs. 136 i1, «ffect from the
Ist March, 1943, in order to enable the institution to get a4 re nnim: assistance at
the rate of Rs. 40 per menscm. -
As regards Civil Defence, the only criticisin that has been made js that the "0 )
officers do nothing more than to move :}imut the city in motor cars Si:: A.R.P. Ser-
vice 18 a4 pr‘otc(:tiw: as w::'[l as a preventive measure and the prr:;-n.m-i-, I },,-,‘,”5 trainced
{or an emergency. U;ml the emergency arises it will be premature to say whether
the pe()plc we have trained are quite competent for the task for which they have
been trained. As they have a large number of staff to supervise scattered throughout
the town naturall'y" they would move about. I do not think that these can be matters
for Complaint. ) Sir I. have nothing more to say on the Budget (“."\'(ju_'\'f.i(}ll and the
Hon’ble Premicr will try to speak on points relating to Supply.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Sajyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULIA : Mr. Spcaker,
Sir, earlier in the (:“cty I hz}vc mentioned to you that [ will reply fr';l)’ Lo qm:stimls
arising about th(f Supply Dcp_aruncnt. I am told that while T ‘\was Pr(-()(‘(jlll)it‘(l in
the Legislative Council, certain hon. Members have been pleased to put very Catego-
nd castigating r(:mar'k‘s ;1ga§n;t my handling of the administration of the Depart-
ment of Law and Of‘d::r. I'herefore, although 1 realise that the hour is very late,
that we have already ovcrsLCppcd_ the usual 4 p. M. limit by 55 minutes, I am
Coﬂstrained o .tEf‘kc up that matter first before I reply to other criticisms.

It is surprising tlm? the remarks should come from one who for five long years
- thought to be mYkl.!CUtcnant and ‘collcaguc and who took me to be his leader.
No doubt such remar 5wo}nluld come f{rom onc who hag strayed from iny fold ; but
I ho ed, out ofcoctllrtcsy e should have expressed those remaris in my presence
rIam compelled to  reply on notes supplied to me by my colleagues. If 1 have

rical a

fo . %
failed to Satler_t}tthvltc E&rucularAhon.' MC!I.ID(:I', I hope that I have been able to
satisfy others wi gures that I laid this morning before the House in answer

0.2 question mg.dc by m}cll }?0{1- Friend, Maulavi Mabarak Ali, that about 60 per cent.
&F the peoplcw ?t}VCIiC etained ag sccurity prisoners have been released by me.
I am told that par 1%11 arh rcfex.'ence: was made about the case of our Friend, Srijut
Sarvcswar Balf‘lgl-m or the edification of this House, T can say that order for his
release, but ol ho telléitemment, was passed by me about 10 days ago. Some hon.
MemberS»I, an: foh, want the release of Dr. Hari Krishna Das who was the
former President of the Assam Branch of the Indjan National Congress. I am sorry

have not . .
to say th:t,then Ty tlﬁ;if;lflb]é: to release him, but I think it will please some hon.
Membgrb me-about uy mls ha“ghtcr who was also a security prisoner has been
released DY onth ago. 1 have been constantly reviewing the cases

the security prisoners and T find
fyi;em——'whethcr they are Members
have been COIHﬁHEd behind Jail hars
a I do when my policy of X
‘;)zzwty that backs them. Y of rele

that we are not in a position to releasc all of
of this House or Members of the public, who
I have been reviewing their cases but what
asing these unfortunate detainees is frustrated by the
cts of sabotage both in Sibsagar and Nowgong districts

juctton of

i(é,,, “
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had been non-existent when some of the miscreants and malcontents l}\’m'ﬁ dcrt:““}md N
but as soon as I started releasing such people from prison bar, acts o l‘s-a‘l\‘?'t\a't’it ltz_we
again reappeared and during the l.‘ts‘l. fortnight cases of burning ol F"ud\;.l)'l{ ?[1] 1‘0.11\
and burning of some Government oflices h:\_\'c‘ been reported. If I ‘l“‘ ‘1‘ Y were
are more such occurrences, I will be constrained not only to stop all It‘llimts;‘ ut 1?‘
put back to Jail those whom 1 have reasons to suspect have started these acts o
I)l“h.lu:lnet‘::l.mld that it has been suggested by some hon. Members that the question
ol reviewing the cases of the security  prisoners should be handed over to a

Committee as has been done  in Bombay. Press reports are mostly mlslgadmg. 1
do not know what has happened in Bombay cven if we take that suggestion at its
lace value.  Hon. Members must remember that Bombay has got an Executive

Government, 1., Bombay is now under Scction 93 Administration. 'l‘ll?cli(':fm‘ﬁ,
it 1s right and proper that the Governor of that l’rm'n‘mc has dcj[egallt lth‘c
reviewing of  these cases to a Committee.  But here, rtghtly‘or wrongly, there
is a Constitutional Government—a Government run under the i,.onst:tutl_o.n. _'Ihcre
arc members of the public, chosen representatives of (Iiﬂ‘crcl}l‘ communities in !hc
Cabinet and I think every hon. Member ought to be satisfied with the decision

of these popuiar representatives of the country. Instances, I am told, have been
reported to the House that Government has not been able to stop stray cases of
molestation  of  the public by military  personnel. It is correct that

unfortunately such occurrences happen where the
the Government has made  every endeavour to stop  such troubles. I have
been told that an accusation was laid against some people of the American
Army. We had represented the matter to the Oﬂi(‘er-cmnmanding the American
Army and they have now posted their own police who have been Co-operating with
the Civil Police and the British Military Police and there has been a great
improvement in the position thereafter. Tt js deplorable that such occurrences
have happened, but I am rather thankful that constituted as the Province ig
where  we  have got soldiery f{rom every part of the Empire and Alljes that
occurrences are not more. It speaks volume of the discipline of the main body
of soldicry that is now living In Assam.

I will now come to the Supply question, and I will b
it shows a very healthy sign that the Members of this House have been taking such
keen interest. “The burning question of the day is the question of food supply to
the Province, In this respect we have had very long discussions in the past
and T do not want to repeat the statement that 1 already made in detail but
I will tey ¢ lay  three matters before the House for their considered judgment, in’
repect of the eriticisms both informed and ill-informed t(hat has I een levelled against
adm“llStl‘_ation of this department, The principal point which I am not tired
of repealing is that the requirements of the people of Assam comes first in my mind

and if there be any surplus I want that it should be utilised to the best
advantage of our

. ) pcople.  The way of our price control scheme inaugurated by me
with the advice of the Members who sat with me in the Food Conference

1? tA“.gI.”St last, is working and it clearly proves that we are a surplus Province and
that i our

Ce situation is properly administered, (he position of our cultiva-
tors who form about 95 per cent. of our population will be better by the
_pPllC'y adopted by this Government. It js an - axiomatic truth of economics that
if thcrfe be a big surplus in the country which the producers cannot dispose of,
the price of these articles will be forced down. Our principal produce is paddy
or rice. If therec is g surplus and we do not dispose of it then the result will
be that Price of rice and paddy will go down. It is a matter which hag
seriously Interested many who have considered this situation in its true perspective;
the cultivators have to pay three times the pre-war price for articles of their
daily necessity. 1¢ will  be economically  unsound o force down the price of
rice and paddy to less than three times the price in pre-war days. I have
many  times said that the price in per-war times was roundabout Rs, 5. and

military are involved, but

egin by saying that
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now it is Rs.15 per maund. In my judgment and o lonE and
mature deliberation and f'ﬂ{l*-i'“‘l'i"?' every factor, I have come o [r n.uv.l;:;r itating
conclusion in the present circumstances that the controlled price of rice oueht not
to go below Rs. 11-55-‘{ to Rs.13. 1 have woen  apprised it certam
quarters shat in certain arcas the present price of  rice  has e down
to Rs. 12-8-0 whereas the Government Mmaxumnum price s Rs. 15-8-0
Government should immediately proclaim a bottom price or the minimum Pprice
at which the cultivators should be allowed to sell. 1 am ‘__“,‘,'tl_"';i'_' watching

of price and if 1 find that we are reaching the d s [ will

anger ot
f
1

the trend : :
be the first person to fix such bottom price or minimmn erice for 1icC and

paddy. . : S i :
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : It is Rs.8 or R«.9 in our part
‘The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA MMAD SAADUILILA : My ""’E""" WS

: 13

that in various parts of the Surma V?l”(‘,"v", «-,-.].r-r:i.u]!'.: in Habiganj, the lowest price
Rs.12, in other places the price is 1(-;.‘12-.5.13 to Rs.13
.ABI)L'I. BARI CHAUDHURY: [ purchased at Rs.9 per maund

Maulavi
at Sunamgan]- G B .. .
I he Hon’ble Maula_m S.‘-i:l;l!(] Sir .‘\.'Il,ll.d\.\f.\ﬂ,l) SAADULILA : [ will imme-
diately start an enqaicys if the price of rice has gone down 1o Rs.0. 1 am
the information supplied by Mr. Abdul Bari _l'”l' [ will

taking note of : 2 " s
action of wiring the Subdivisional Officer  tomorrow and if he

take immediate ! !

says that the p'rlct(:‘l’ F}‘].Cl‘(: is less than Rs.10. I will at once fix a bottom
pricc for that '.‘)ul. ivision. It may hr-' that Mr. Abdul Barn Chaudhury
who has threc¢ different roles embodied in him, who is a leading pleader, leader of
the Nationa War Front ?‘_”d also the Chirman of the Local liu.’x‘rrl 1;,i,r||t have
got it at @ very cheap p}‘lcc, but I AT afraid, I have heard s‘r)mr, conversation
between twO representatives from Sunamganj. I have heard '\’T'ml'llvi M:lqlllll
Hussain Chaudhury stating that the price in  his Slli)rli\;isi‘nn' is Rs 12.
Anyway this inforrr‘muor:: given to me by  Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury
will engage MY serious attention and [ will take cvery step to verify it and if 1t
is found correct, 2 suitable remedy will be adopted. Y ‘

The procurement Come: next after production.  For production we have got
the Grow More Food campaigh about which much has been ’Sl)()kt'll 'tnc‘l much
has been §ccn_by me. There rls n(; doubt that there has been a aulli.ri(-;n i ncrease
in production 10 tthE?;l!::gr)rfl,m(ij‘itathough the ceiling price fixed by e
is about S rhie clearl sh ‘y Gam. be h_“d in the market at about Rs.12-
8.0 to Rs.13. This clearly shows tha‘t .th(!rc is an abundance of the modit

and the cultivator is willing to sell it. If there was . f(-};?lc?t; 'of

: vince
:5 the Provils d
rice, the cultivators would not have brought it to the markei for seclli
> The next question is, as regards  procurement. T B TR
curement.  The policy of Government

imum mark i
has becn that th: r:faxrinceting themil}(:{rﬁ susplu‘f shoul('I be procured by the Government
; ands of the higher authorites who have placed,

for the pWP° :
! the year 1944, their demand at 100 thousand tons for Assam to provide

lus.
out of her surp : .
ve defi . .
ain we ha 1c1t arcas within the Province the population of which has

urplus arcas. I

i fc\% flrlzm thIt-:Iisg-{llfr authoril‘.ic';lhrsg.)\'fn r194-2 a Company has been operating in the
m va VYa{llcy = el While‘ b e (Jrced.u‘s to engage procurement agencies in
- for the Surma Valle 'it were deciding to have one reputed thdiratc of

rice traders /o t over food y,} was brought hcme to me by Member “‘who ha
taken grcat];lntcfl?f:: =i mot:opro JlCI_h both in the House as well as r.)utﬂi;ltsz--—I\erm:; ey
‘¥1h(t:: ?(alde?iOITS in %achar ar;dnls‘(;?‘icni’:;(;us'sdq}? food situation in tllBkNovplm])cr S(“iﬂsioncrs
t a ) . o . n > - & 5 e = 3 o
other parts of the Sylhet district. T t"ler‘éfoi-eugid -vdel"g]’ r]nalcrlally from conditions in the

. 5 z - e, vided the agecnc i <
cxpencnccd rice trcltders of Cz}char anr_l Karimganj were a]]nv{:\’md len_t(? two and those
~ocure whateyer they can w1l.h|rmt (llstnrhinq ihe  CoBROTIE . Joi together and
So far as the rice of the rest of Sylhet was COﬁceméd - h d' condition of those parts.
was recommended by the Muslim Deputy Co :d, we had a Hindu gentleman who
mumissioner of Sylhet for the purpose of

R
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procurcment of Boro crop in 1943 tor Government : but I thought that ll those g:f-nt[e_
men who wanted to eriticise me that I have denuded the country-side of every available
arain of paddy and rice are interested with this Government agent, they will be able to
keep a check upon the over-buying "‘“tl*:m"_s' of that gentleman. 1, therefore, :\skcd‘
this particular merchant whether he will incorporate in the syndicate such Members of
the Assembly who had taken trouble to think over the matter and who thought that the
Government had gone to the widest imit of procurement and who would be able to
act as a brake upon him. I have no hesitation in stating that the Members who were
loudest, such as Maulavi Abdur Rahman and Maulavi Muhammad Magbul Hussain
Chaudhury have been good enouch to lend their services to this syndicate and joined
this. It is for this purpose and not for helping my party men——but although they -are
my party Members they tabled censure motions against myseit—that 1 thought that if
these gentlemen who were irresponsible eritics, be in the Surma Valley agency they
would not buy bevond certain limit

Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI :  If this be the case, Sir, the number

of such Motions will increase.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAA DULLA: Do please.

My Friend, Mr, Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri,
position.  He wants to cut my throat every day,
a few years ago. DEven then, I gave him at his req
food. .\'() I am hvlpm;; not only my own fricnds but I am ]u‘fping the present Leader
of Opposition who is politically myv bitterest opponent. So, Sir, if I have erred in asking
these two gentlemen, the Members of the Legislature who interested themselves in this
procurement, to join the syndicate, I have done with the best of motive and not with a
spirit of party support.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALT: What about Maulavi Naziruddin
Ahmed ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Ido
I know only about these two gentlemen who came to me with My,

if they have taken any more, I do not know. My, Dutt
agency for Boro crop.

by jumping up has not improved his
He had cut the very Ministry's throat
uest, the agency for Assam’s imported

not know.
Dutt in Shillong and
Wis on previous procurement

T'hen it has heen alleged from various quarters that the presence of these gentlemen
will give undue weight to this syndicate and they will be able to procure rice at a
cheaper price than the market ; but T have heard eriticism of arival character. I am
told that,one hon. Member of this House have charged this syndicate that they
bought at a cheaper rate and submitted a bill at a higher rate to Government. I have
heard this criticism from other quarters as well.  So 1 better make mention of it.  We
were forced to start procurement agencies in the Surma Valley where there was no
procurement agency hefore, by the higher authority, /2., the Central Government and
we were n_sked Lo procure as much as possible immediately for we are to supply to the
neighbouring Province of Bengal some 22 thousand tons of rice. Originally they asked
for 28 thousand tons but after a great deal of correspondence and n%qotiation, it has
been brought down} to 22 thousand tons of rice. We gave the two syncﬁcates immediate
I}ZCleStS:]lzn;P bu]y n Decm'nbc.r last as much as they could. The hon. Members
tl?coi:‘vbl}ll Flolllfifltrl?!tl \(:lr:s1 1‘v£1-]1‘ng in pccetll}JCI' last.  This particular syndicate submitted
ol ety Thnt( W"mxlf n 1;1(’.5l Of‘lTCC which they })ought at about Rs.19 per maund at
T ho vene ke ‘ )(ﬂ)ug‘]t selore they entered into agreement with the Government.

y glven a carte blanche. No term was scttled and in their bill submitted in
January, they showed that 50,000 maunds was bought between 19 and 20 rupees.
Aﬂ:ﬁel‘l;luc. SCII'IIU ny by the Supply Department and after a prolonged discussion between
Sl}g}ln-dic;ﬁ ‘:r‘n];r)sellgifil]?r‘ivI\t?'bi{t'hf: %\iainag%ing lPl'oprietor or the Managing Director of this
S weyiei iy anc r. Marar, the upply Sccrcita_ry, hm.ung gone through every
sing > 1ad to allow them Rs.19 and odd for some thirty thousand maunds of

rice bought in Dt‘(‘.cml)er last, but since then we have told them definitely that they are
to buy at a price ]owef* than the controlled price, if they are to continue and since then
they are buying according to Government instructions, g
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One hon. Mcmber who knows full well the details 4400 srsponsibihitics of a
Ministcr, has been ;;uru] l"!lfll:::Il, I am told, to sav that sane Fie le Nfinnnsters ol this
House have got under-hand dealing or share in this purchasing om0 [ had had the
same report from another quarter and 1 made detailed enquiries.  ()ne 1on'ble Minis.
ter who was mentioned, denied having any share or business jy, (his syndicate | the
other admits that he is there because it is their joint family bLusiness although he has
never interested himself, his brothers run it

1f a Minister is ln-r:‘,»r:rllr.'tl in ]i-'l'-'ill:’, a share 1n any < ompany run b others then
there cannot be any Ministry in any part of the world. T .4, gerfectly *ure that
even the most honest and discrect Minister cannot but have songe ‘f arcs i ANy come-
pany which is operating in the Province.  Well, I myself  have g g0 shatc I own
a little tea garden. I have got a little bit of property and houses, £ any body says

““Well, you are a Minister, you own houses and property and

power over
the pt:uplc and so rack-rent them. You give very little

vou have )
wages to yvoarr labourers i your

garden’ . Well, then I cannot become a Minister.  [f that is (he jdea of the hon,
.Members, it is a great mistake. I have, as I said, with the best of my intention

app()intc:d :l:;cnt:?‘. s h(:lp the b‘:'SL interest of the people, whose benefit 15 al heart of
hon. Membets, if we are to be guided by their previous Pronouncements and protesta-
tions. I have, in reply to a certain query by onc of the hon. Members here, stated
privately to that hon. ,:\’1’:“]})(:“ 3"{"’-1 I will state publicly before the House also that
if either of these Syndicates arc found to have deviated an  inch  fyrom the instructions
laid down by Lhﬁ_Supp!y Depart ment, I will at once cancel their lijcence although the
agreement runs for the whole year,

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I

Barua.

The Hon’ble leglavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULILA : I passed the
orders about ten or fifteen _da)s ago and I definitely remember that o

Hon. Members have fallen foul of our distribution “I'Hlngr:mm;w First is produc-
tion, next is procurement and the third is distribution. We ;m-_‘ ‘;llu',,-[ of inspcecting
staff ; but the dcalers and traders are expected to be honest aeel reliable. If these
people, our agents, are indulging in mal-practices I am very sorry, I have not got the
proper staff to keep a constant watch over them.  But what is ¢}, rood of multiplying
officers, for according to another hon.  Membcr, every officer in (he Su ply Depart-
ment is taking a bit of bribe. [ am told, the words used by him '11"(~ ¢ Stad a9 ¢4t
somebody says that whoever goes to Lanka becomes a Rabana 1 ‘

e S ; If I increase the num-
ber of officers, there will be more mouths to feed. Therefore | have been content with

a small staff of 75 Sub-Inspectors of Supply Department. Their duty is to watch and

mentioned about S rijut Sarveswar

GEE. rvneonnres
Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI :
petter be started, Sir.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUH
the suggestion but my Friend was one of
Branch. i

MYth:::, ;Si:rlg:l:;t gg.b: }?h-andm Kachgri, has complained that the tribal pcople
have r:;othere bec{jausc i hafrcsh;ée tIf’;or p:rmits for trading in rice and paddy. He is

‘c a [y A s 4 3 - -
f[(‘)trl‘;eunfortunate part of it, is t ¢ same complaint from Goalpara District as well.,

hat the tribal ] .

T : people are admittedly backward. The
were not rqah lx;adefs be}fore. Seeing other people thriving on rice t?fwdc they want '1153;
to reap rich harvest Dy means of trade - adec ‘

but the : i

. v . . > they started very late and in the mean-
e e, SGovenent o dndis ondered o Lo e o per e or o frant mor
hlfcnPfovince and the pr,icerof :ﬁc i will compete with the Government agents of
asked the Deputy Commissione: of G ”C%mcs will go high up. FEven then I have
amongst the tribal community and ‘alpara to select certain experieaced traders

to grant licences to them for trade. T will issue the

same instructions to the Deputy Commijss;
: mi > - ;
presented by Mr. Rabi Chandra Kachasjimncr of Dapeguy i order’ o mcek (he e

An Intelligence Department should

AMMAD SAADULLA: I am glad for
those who voted against the Intelligence

L 4
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In order to minimise the complaints and the u‘ritivisms l'(‘.‘CCl\-'t‘d h-ou} tl‘l_c_ l.).l-lb,hci-
. . “intentions Government started Food Committees but b} pu\cm}u )
with the best ol intentions _ T e T2 = Uk moske Wiyt sae b A ke acltorvcite
wircumstances I am told that in various places, b (‘md (.}m_mutu._g. l‘\‘ 0% {Dedny, pooC
ioning. [ am issuing a circular to t‘-u_‘h 1)(-.1)11}.\' (.muml‘ssm_m-.r an 1‘_‘u.\)(” s i e
to cay! meetings of the Iood Committees after the hcsslm} of l_l(..‘..:,‘u,”“)rdq S
most orf the Members arc in the Legislature—and to get 11“}“. illl\‘lLLd.'lb‘ "_Ltéimt‘i\‘ it
able and proper distribution of the very depleted stock of commodities $ No
being issueG (cheers).

I have mat almost all the criticisms that h;l\'C‘ been levelled against the b%lppl)’dlzﬁ;
partment but I must close with one reply to my I 1'1(‘..11(1, Mr. alookerjee, \\110 ?t-d-n\f-cll “
Budget debate. Mr. Baidyanath :\'IL).UkC[‘Jt:C whp 15 a keen kml)sc‘l'\'c1"ol “;‘.Lsh‘t\:mnim:n‘;
figures failed to observe that my mission to l%.\my;lch;}ng was not lhd‘t‘(‘) bIL“n-“; ‘tcl\l
but that ol supplying the essential needs of the stricken people ‘t_h.ut.t‘ ; l']_l;c\'t.‘l'c
him that although I could not get woollen 1)1;1111&}5 to meet the rigours % = "lh of

inter, Ldistributed to the needy people of Baniyachang about ~Rs.5,000 wor 9
i lard cloth and when Their Excellencies the Viceroy and the Vicerine came here
Sll;l.“(l':'-el 1'cqm:\‘t I made to them was not tor my personal ;lggrandi_scmc“t:_ but 1
It)cl:(sac:::(:};t:(l them to extend their helping hands lor giving the sick .;md dcs:l;'tu'ufs ot ﬁss‘:i:ls
suflicient winter cloths, f.e., blankets and also .-:uih_cxcnt't{mwd milk as ordinar y mi 4
not available. 1 thank Their Excellencies heartily., lhmggh their 1111]11611Lf:, we got
about ten thousand pieces ol Army nr_]ccu.:d blankets. Iilteen hundred picces of
which I have distributed free to the people of Baniyachang and I have ordered to sell
double that quantity at half the cost to those who can pay. In place of expressing any
qrutiludc for this Mr. B:udydn:_tth x\’IUL{kCIJ(_:C states t_lmt I went tl.mrc to sermonise.
1 admit that I had to do a little bit of sermonising.  The unfortunate part of
it is that the sermon which was made for a particular communmity was not there.
I find that the absentee landlords who suck the blood of these poor people by way
of realising rents have not done an}rtlung to 1mprove the lot of tl_u; tenants. I made a
scathing  criticism ol the most insanitary condition prevailing  in that part ot
Baniyachang. My l";~|<:1}d was very rightly saying tl}at socmh_s.m c_locs not _pre\‘.-'a‘ll SO
far as possession ol land is cunccrpcd 'Lhcre_. I'he entire area of }Sulll_y';xcllallg 1s divided
between four Zamindars, two of which are representatives within this House.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Tunc Hon'ble
informed.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I said, Sir, my
sermon was made to those who arc‘!un::llords of the p%acc and who should l_mve spent
o part of their income for the benefit of the people from whom they realise a huge
amount of rent. It is unfortunate that none of them was present here to hear my
sermon. Within two minutes, 1 will gve you, Sir, the gist of my sermon, It was a
rainy day and I had to go on an elephant riding through out Baniya-
chang and when from the centre of the village where the Baniyachang Bara-
bazar is located, I passed and within a hundred yards of the Barabazar there wasa
tremendous bad smell coming out and 1 noticed the elephant probably was shocked
by the bad smell and the beast did not want to proceed that way and the Mahut
had to use his instrument to drive his animal to go forward. I found that within
3 cubits of a big reservoir of water where householders were washing their brass cooking
and eating utensils, there was a big carcass of a cattle half portion of which had
alrcady been eaten by jackals and vultures, but the top portion including its horns
was still in tact and the portion of that decomposed body was lying on a sloping
bank exuding poison within 3 cubits of the water reservoir from which the people were
taking water foy drinking and washing their uten_sils. I passed down the water channel
and found this reservoir was about 30 yards wide ar

nd  was full of water hyacinth,
and about 200 yards long. Towards the other end—southern end—I perceived another

stench, but I could not locate as to wherefrom it came. ‘I he Hon’ble Medical Minister
;,\rho was on the same elephant s_ald to me using handkerchief on her nose that
there was a decomposed call' right inside the water. The Mahut goaded the

Premier has been wrongly
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clephant to bring me near and 1 found that the decompored body was o the water

at least for fortnight. 1 then took the relief workers, inhabitants and abo the land-
lords there to task for the fact that though they were enbivhtencd and should have
militated against these insanitary habits and that the  people swese told that  they
should not throw their animal carcass near or-right into the water from which

they draw for household uses.  If I am guilty of delivering the sermmon o tl eoniel
I would like to be hundred times guilty for delivering sermons far the it rraigal
of the humanity in those areas,

The pff()p]f‘ told us that there were no labourers to reap the crap that  was
Slanding lh":r':. I went to the ]|r,1l]|‘_ saouth and rast of the villave and  evervaw here
I found that the crop was reaped to the last grain It was only one particular lande
lord, whosc name was Babu Hari Krishna Maharatna, who 1+ a milthonanre and  who
could sell 30,000 maunds of paddy in one day, that Lis crop was not B T
his people were stricken with malaria and so could not cut the crop it i e
were able bodied wanted to help the owners in cutting  and  gathering the  harvest

remneration [ et some voung

provided they were given 1 3‘::] of the crop s
children about 10 or 11 years in age who were true pictures ol b
in front of the Inspection Bungalow. I put one of them some questions and his reply
was characteristic. When T wanted to pay him some money, he replied, "“What shal |
do with money”. I asked him, “Have you got enough rice and paddy in your house™ ?
“Yes” was the ”fPi}’ to “who cut the ‘31'011” He satd that he had no father or mother
but a brother was there who cut —crop with help of Famlas. 1 asked what  remune-
Famla got for cutting crops.  He said that they pot 1 3rd of the  crop
I also heard from some people there that it was the custom in Baniyachang

malariy stricken

nation the

harvested. > : ) '
in this year that those who helped in reaping the crop were given | Ird ol the crop
harvested. But as the multimillionaire would not like to part with 1T 3rd of his

ape of remuneration for those who would  reap his crop, he did ¢ get

crop in the sh f
to cut his crop.

any labourers
Government started giving doles and T went personally to cach reliel centre to
sce in different arcas to whom the doles were given.  From a round ol the l'(.-li(-f
centres, I found ricc was given to as manv as 1,300 familics of the locality. By the time
when I was there the only man who took the trouble of going chrough the villape 'lnd-
who was making house tn house ALY i T Friend, Comrade Karuna .""sintlhzx R‘m.,
and the first thing that I heard h"nm him at Baniyachang was that, according 16 ll;(:
survey made by the worlg(t;rs nﬂ' Comr:rl(: Karuna Sindhu Roy, the total number of death
was from all sources ;,0 : anc }“”t 15,000 which was reported by my Friend Mr
Mooke~jec A ’ﬁlc Yan?él .M“Ok‘"':l"-f‘ I' never said that, I said 10,000) As
Mr. Karuna Sindhu }oy ﬂ;‘dd (‘ a h_r)usc to house survey  through his workers, e told
me that the totad - O ’Cr;} C'I}th in the village was 7,000 and 1 ook his figure  and
not of Mr. MOOl‘ICfJ“:c'tin‘r?r’ the men who took the trouble of touring the '\»ill;i‘.-; I:)f
Bani\'aChizudiﬁ bl;lscﬁm wh%)lsflg;’](élp}fa?cl}ow f(;und guilty of sermonising insu-;:d of
. > 2 been th 1id 1 P st
%(Zgﬁn%papry i et yeas il Desember 13 Ay ]9t4.l3c,m but did not visit his Banmiyachang

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned ;) , _
sl ' till 11 A. M., on Tuesday, the 7th Maych

ONG :
SHILL A. K. BARUA,

The 5ih April; Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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T i APPENDIX
e Hon ble Maulavi Sayid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

Sir, I beg ; . :
’ o to lav the followi
: — ng ame nts
1940, on the table :— g amendments to the Assam Motor Vehicles Rul
1. In the Fourth S . > s Rules
. : irth Sche S - o h ’
Lakhimpur 5“"‘1i\'iqi(‘,,1'?}.ltfll‘l_l(. (1) insert within parenthesis the words ¢ .
e AV after ‘Lakhimpur’ against ¢ > words ‘“excepting Nortl
insert “North Lakhimpur™ as against ‘Upper Assam Region’ T Gk
npur” as entry No.6 against ‘Lower A dta Res
snst “Lower Assam Region’
S ion’.

[Home Department Notificat v
Departt Notification No. .98/ :
. .- O Tall s I -n ; o. HNM\ 94 tg,ln, dated tl
«76A. Carri g as rule 76A :— e Lt August 1942)
“TOA. ,r:‘un{gz qf:,u{m'.\ in stage carriages :—
(@) The Regional Transport Authority while granti
Jarticular route or area may prescri : e corditar. Mg murH
nay scribe as one o » condith age carriage permi
holder shall, whether an individual, firme or an t‘\llu. ‘«_-U“(lltlﬂlls 01 e ])c.i:mpenl}“t the
g ’ < Associan i e ¢
such rates as the Authority granting the permit n\m(.l"‘m‘m’ !l required c“rt : n.tl B
Authorities concerned. In the event of any disac l.‘b-" fix in con.\‘ultaltiml’\"‘tl : “131)8 "
T [ rates, the matter shal e e sagreement, howey i gl e
fixation of rates, the matier sha | be referred to the Provi neial D TeEEE
whose decision shall he binding and final ¢ Provingial 'l'ranqpoﬁ‘ A ttl? o
(R Bl . S - » .y : H : ‘ u OI.It '
» The ‘hnl(l( ! qnf the permit, sccuring the mail contrac }
-gional Transport Authority to adjus s timiosys shall obtai issi
the Postal Authorities t I just the timings of hj e
"l l: li ,R | ]“1 O the extent necessary ﬁ?r th us services 1o those
™ Y P . . = . ¥ ® Carris
B i he Regional | ransport Authority fiadin, ¢ carriage of the mails
(o such timings, a suttable set of ttmings s:uist‘actm‘b' EO all bl dlmcu]ty ln. agre i
the Rt:f_:lnn;il I'ransport Authority and the Postal :’\uth(;l.it't;Oh?'er"Cd shall be ﬁ*g{CEClEg
catisfactory solution cannot be reached, the case shall b:s EncHon and_if }1
‘I'ransport Authority which shall decide the matter and this lctl:t‘n"[-(:d 50 S Provincia‘l
s decision sh i
all be bindi
inding

and final.” .
as condition 11A in Form P, S¢. p

9. [nsert the following .
«11A. Whether mails shall be carried in the vehicle

from the Re
rc':luirt'd by
and in the eve

and 1
1 if s0, on what terms.”’

otification No. HMV.39/42/21, dated the :
¢ 12th August 1942 as amended b
y

artment N 5 ey
No. HMV 39/42/26, dated the 9(h TR
Je h'],[‘y 19l3j

Notification

[Home Dep

3. Add the following after the ii.rst sentence of sub-ryle
«Of the two members sO appeinted by the Chairman(ﬂ())no[‘ll.ule 89 .
an official and

the other & non-oﬂicial”.
[Home I)cp.lrtm?ni Notification No. 1‘[}_.}\;_50“2; i
4. After “Garo Hills...... .....:......Abl 1. ) c,l:u_cd the 15¢h Pebru
the Assam Motor Vehicles Rules, insert the following as ' in suberyle o 0? i{""’]
district of Assam). .. . - oW ltem:—. ule 41 of

.

Assam Transport Vehicle (in any
[Home Department Notification No. HMV.132/43/6, dated th, .1 X 1
] < ¢ 4'.11 OC‘ .....
tober 1943]

& After Rule 6 in the Chapter II of the Assam Motoy v h
c iC

as a new rule i—

censing auth[plri-ty,bif he is satisfied that the appli
ason of his absence out of India plicant .
on service ; Previously held

€ 1n b g c a

enewing a licence in .

S accordance witﬁ‘“&y units abroad
: e Act on the

fr In part or in fu

ees for tests in that

the fGA The I les Rules, 1940 insert
licence and was by re
prcvcntcd from ol‘)taini‘ng orr
expiry of his previous licence, may exempt him from :
all or any of the fees payable for grant or renewal of apl?gel::g cithe

ce or

connection.
After clause (¢) of the Rule 12 in the Chapter

Rules, 1940 insert the following as a new clause : —

(d) No fec shall be charged for the test if the applic:
granted or r(‘n‘cwt‘:d l.ll'l(‘(‘l‘ any provision of law whicl}l VI: ANt previgygly held a licence
the time 1t W oranted or last renewed, to drive a vehj 451N foree jp British India at
application Leloms and was prevented, by reason ol abm]e of the class to which the
CQI]HCCLed Wlth, t.he present war, from Of)t?lilling or rmfen(.:e out of India on service
with the provisions of the Act, on the expiry of the Pree\:%&g 12'1 licence in accordance

s licence:

II Qf t
ke Assam Motor Vehicles



126 APPENDIX (611 Mar.

Amendment to Rule 33 of the Assam Motor Vebicles Rules, 1940

Substitute a ‘comma’ for the word ‘or’ between the words  “Police Faree' and  *Fire
Brigade’ occurring in the first and sccond line and for  the words when bicences to drive
Police or Fire Brigade motor vehicles are isued to them'  subsliute the words *Salvage
and A. R. I’. Services or the Assam 'l‘ruuspurl Orvamsation when hoences are 1ssued to
them to drive motor vchicles belonging to the respective  organisations’

[Home Department Notification No, HMV. 14 43 12, dated the 6th December 1953 3

6. Insert the following as rule 194/A) :

““194A. The siznal to stop a Motor Vehicle may be given by any Police ofhicer,
both by day or night,

(i) in the case of vehicles coming [rom in front of the Police othcer, by ratsing his
hand above the shoulder, the palm of the bhand open and Lac ing the on-coming

vehicle, .
(i) in the case of vchicles coming from behind the Police otheer, by raising the

arm to the level of the shoulder, the arm being kept straight and the palm open,
(éii) in either case, by blowing short blasts on a whistle.”

|Home Department Notification No. HMV 155 43 '8, dated the 11th December 1943]

7. () Insert the following after the word “‘permit” where it hrst occurs in Rule
86 :—
“or any temporary permit’’.
(it) Add the following at the end of sub-rule (e¢)

‘comma’ after the words ““Part B | ‘
“and the fee for a duplicate temporary permit issued in accordance with  this

rule shall be Re.1.”
[Home Department Notification No.HMV. 155/43/9, dated the 11th December 19413

ol rule 86 by inserting a
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