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Proceedings of the Fourteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative Assem-
bly, assembled under the provisions of the Government of India
Act, 1935

I'e AsseMiLy met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 A.m., on Saturday,
the 4th March, 1944

PRrRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble
Ministers and forty-three Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: 1.
Maulavi Muhammad Magbul Hussain Cha

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL
I am then putting the Question.

the absence of Maulavi Abdur Rahman
udhury may put the Question.

HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Very well, Sir,

Requisition of houses for Defence purposes

+Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

*3. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether they have taken any steps to give accommodation and shelter .
the people whose houses have been requisitioned for Defence purpose ? o
(6) Whether it is a fact that most of the people whose lands have been so | =
quisitioned have not up till now been able to get lands for Clllti\f;atio‘u ;‘ .

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

3. (a)—Evictees are in all cases paid compensation, w
removal of their belongings and the full value of their ho
vators). l'emporary shelter has also been provided in
ing it is for the persons concerned to find
settling down elsewhere.

(b)—Every effort has been made to find 1
quite a large area has bcsn provide?_ It is, howe
them to go elsewhere and many prefer to remain and earn o e Py
military projects instead of taking up land in a fresh neighboi?-ﬁgo‘éqges oY Sorkiigich

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQI}UL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Sir is it a fact
that in som= places Government informed the persons evicted fiom the area requis;
tioned that the area was not required now, and asked them to refund the mone qthm..
the Government paid them ? Yy that

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT-
knowledge, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOO‘F&ERJEE; :  Arxe Government aware that many of the
evictees lhav% got no relatives or friends with whom they may find accommodation =

helter ¢
HES '}hc Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALY -

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE :

for those people immediately who have no fy;

hich includes the cost of
uses (in the case of culti.

a few cases, but generally speak-
accommodation with their friends pending
p=l

and elsewhere for the evictees and
ver, by no means easy to persuade

That Question is not vithin my

That may be so, Sir.

Are Government prepared to provide land
ends or relatives ?

———— e ——

————
1tThe Question was put by Maulavi MUhammad Magqgbul Hussain Chaudhury on authorisation,
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» . soverninent :.-,-;:E [ Nl:.'\i‘
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Y cs, Oir. Govern .
der that. i ) red to provide land o
Bahu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Are Government prepa
all the evictees ? : ‘ bucbile el bk aiready Tl
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Considerable la
rovided to many evictees, _ o
g Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What kind of land, Sir :

e " 1 weisfe WA (i M A% "!l AS
The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR AL - Cultivable wasie lan \s
homestead land.

s . " . s 3 omparit-
Running of passenger carrying trains without light in the ¢ I
ments

Mr. BAIDYANATH M()()Kl'll{.]l-ll’, asked :

* . . ins in the Province run
] 4. Are Government aware that manv passcnger carrying trains
without any ll,i{ht in the compartments ?
b Y

) . o '‘CT =
: g e rains arec ove
2. Are Government aware that all the passenger trains and ::1:111 t ially in the
ve : . p YO

Ctowded and cjyijl passengers do  not get accommodations in trains sj ‘
Intermediate stations T

- . “\'() “asure
0. Sre Government aware that the civil population is suffering bey ISRESEI
due to transport difficulty for a) kinds of articles )

The Hon’ble Miulayi Saivid Sic MUHAM VAD SAADULLA replicd :

' : i redeiral sub-

4-6.—The Ouasiing _ . ; which is a Federal s

: ; ucstion  relates ) P — : AYE WALE ; :

Ject and oyer which the [;ll B «1(Ilflnnanmmn ol R‘“]Wf : iral. ‘The Government,

however ill bri 1€ Frovincial Government have no con
» Wil bring these cor,

. . Twayv authoritics conce rned.
ey - I ‘Omplaints to the ny tice of the Railway au avelling  public
could ‘;"A.‘, WHT’] I'AKER : r. Speaker S,ir 'in the interest of the ll-lV(l,l(l’l.?:-i;cqp iy
it t}(’ Governme more tlliln’l)t‘il’lg to the notice of the :m‘t 1- Iin(‘l:(_"l‘-iin!.’;’
in gravitmi? & are being made for the last two Y"”rs.““d rlll‘rl-::- I\Jim;l'l)m"s
of this z)’f\s-seml I)(:C(’minfw’ impossible to travel by (rain. .chased from the
il have ¢ travel overn; : ith candles purchasc
village bazars. L overnight do so with c:
The Hon’ble M. £ h: replied
. M(]'ulavl %::11 L e A . I lave l 3
L Salyid Sir MUt SAADULLA © il oE
Sir, tI}\1/Iat all th(; SComplaints v be brOUIgAMMAD 'SA.A( { the Railway nmhonu(;s.l
' e .BAIDYANATH OOKE] ot to the notice o know from the Hon’ble
Prlme Mlmster Wh(-'thcr [hc S {JI_';]L : 5][‘, may 1 n

; “ities
se i - ice of the authori
concerned before (hege Queg‘: facts wepe brought to the notice

+he Howhle nf Saivid o ceived from me ? . : We had
already reccived suChafl:J;?:I;hisntly d Sir MUHAMMAD SAA?{?EIJ\/{;% authorities
Sl e e Agan 8oing to P;Css : ;nd Prought to the notice of the - expressed in the
House. W—) these to ventilate the gricvanc

WAL 3. AR . , ime Minister aware
that certain military personpe M- Speaker, Sir s the Hon bl Paumis lm actually

ic bull n the; O trave] ; he trains that carry no hght, }

carry clectric bulbs 1 CIr pockets - n the trains tha Lo

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid irn fix them in the b CDiJLLA: I am sorry,
Sir, that neither the Govcrnment o hMUI—IAM.M'AD SAA " fhis pracediTe, ‘

Mr. BAIDYANATH Moo ER aﬁ’c 1 any information :-)nment aash that fbs
having no light inside the COMparer thE: . Sir, are Gover I ing their articles ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyiq S; ¢ Civil passengers arc :

nt do a litt]e
mplaints which,
L present it ig
oly  who

"‘l

: r s LLA : To that eflect
also Government havan‘;Ilgformﬁion_ UHAMMAD SAADU e i
Mr. E. H. 8. LE : T~ Spe : ; vernment consider in |
making representations to the authg:‘_a!(er, Sir, would: Go

Upper Class
X 1tieg hat for the
passengers the guard might carry a stocl concerned t

” of b which the Upper Class
passengers could draw from him and which xgi’ﬁc?r bzanriltf'rned at the end of the
journeys ?
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The Hon'ble Maulavi Satyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
we will put in our representation to the Railway authorities.

Mr. A, WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, would the Hon’ble Premier consider
issuing an order to his Ministers that they will do their next
month by Upper Class rail so that they will be able to know by
difliculties and then take measures to remove them ?

(No reply.)

This suggestion

touring for the next
experience all these

Functions of the Assistant Controllers of Rationing

TMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

*7. Will Government be pleased o state N ‘ "

(a) The functions of the Assistant  Controllers of Rationing

recently ? ‘ = iy
() Whether these posts were advertised and applications called o B
(¢) Whether any test was held before these posts were filled
(d) Whether any quota was fixed for Surma Valley

for these posts?

appointed

3

up?
Moslems and Hindus
(¢) Why only one Surma Valley Moslem has been appointed ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
7.(a)—An Assistant Controller of Rationing will be jn entire charge of ratinm.
. 4 / : NS il charge of ration
ing in his arca. He will act )“‘ ‘“E}' 2HON WIth - and under the guidance of
the Controller of Rationing (Deputy ommissioner), He will be responsible pri-
marily for inspection of shops and \.\'ll(.)l(:h‘-&-ll(‘..(‘Sla])llh‘hl'l‘l(‘nls, c¢le. and  detection
and prevention of malpractices. lh{ls prm(l‘.lp.al duty will ‘be to guide the Sube
L a close watch over their activitiee & P .
Inspectors and to keep a closc Bileaals establislime tes. He will also make a
percentage check of shops and wholesale establishments ang attend  sales

(b)—Deputy Commissioners were asked to nominate suitable persons.
(¢)—No.

({ "_‘-NOO . .

((e))_-Two Surma Valley Muslims have been appointed.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD I\'IAQ_BiUIi':. HU13811\5111\I CHAUDHURY .
P i t took incumbcn.lts only trom the lic ucnt‘mn De arty £
= %ﬁ:tﬁ:ﬂ:’ﬁ;c 1{\)/Iau1avi Saiyid Sir MEHA?*IB}’[A% bAADU‘lJIJ\Tl:ml
so, Sir. But we consulted a large number ol other Departmengg also.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY . what was
the special reason for appointing _o[ﬁcc_l? A, o 111’c Edllgatloxl Department ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Squld Sltl:l ll?éyzif?hi?l"\]) AADULLA : We wanted
men with administrative experience an iy T ok Benerally held ie be honest.
Maulavi MUHAMM D Peperiment hono . CHAUDHURY: Is 3t mesnt
that excepting the Education Department honest officerg are not available in any
other Departinent ? o .
TheIHon’blc Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
that, Sir. .
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKEEJEE' Are the mey, of the Education Depart-
ment considered by Government to be Cscfl?lparat“'ely more honest ?
The Hon’ble I\gz}ulaw Saiyid Sir - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Itis an
expression of opinion, Sir. . S,
P, BAIDYANATH MOOWERJEE : T haye asked this Question as 1 heard
the Hon’ble Premier replying that for the sake of

their honesty the people . from the
Education Department were taken.

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD  SAADULLA . T said that
administrative experience is the primary {actor for selecting these officers.

Is it a fact

It is not quite

I never mean

e e
TQuestion was put by Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul Hussain C?haudhury on authorisation.
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Is it a fact

that some officers who were unsuited to the educational institutions were  employed

a3 Assistant Controllers ? '
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It is not so, Sir.

All these officers wcere appointed after consultation with the Fducation Department

and the Deputy Commissioners.

Mr. BAIDYANATH M()()K!",RJ]‘:]':: Will Government please state whether
they consider that the officers of the Education Department arc more cilicient In
administrative affairs than the employees of other Departments ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Government
believe that oﬂiccrs.o(' lhc_ Education Department have got greater administratve
experience than Offl(:c.rs of clerical establishment. ‘The officers of other execcutive
branches of the service were wanted in their own Departments on account ol
expansion of activities in all those Departments.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Isit the idea, Sir, that the cmployees
of ,the Education Department were not wanted by that Department ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: My hon.
Friend may import any meaning whatever he likes to what I have stated. I said that
the executive Departments were so  over-worked that they were  not in 2 position
to release their officers and it was the Education I)(t]):tl‘llrltr;ll which were willing  to
release some of their officers.  And we have accepted most of the oflicers from
that Department.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(to which answers were laid on the table)
Provincialisation of mofussil Dispensaries

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI asked :

3. (a) Are Government aware of the fact that the Bengal Gove
already commenced provincialising important mofussil Dispensarics as
reconstruction measurc I

(b) Are Government aware that the Jorhat Civil Dispensary is in a very deplora-
ble condition and visiting Officers have recommended for its provincmhsatnon 2

‘) Fras ticratigation O—'f .thc Government heen drawn to the insI’_.cCli"_ll notes of
the ]nSpCCtOI‘-GCﬂCT‘dl 3[‘ Civil Hospitals and the Commissioner of Tivisonw, dared
6th February 1940, and 19th November 1942, respectively ?

(d) Do G?Vergfn%l.t propose to follow the example of the Bengal Government
and ;')rovinaah:c this Dispensary mmmediately as a post-war reconstruction measure ?

’ iss MAVIS ;
The Hon’ble Miss DUNN :
3. (a)_,Govcrnmcnt have ng inform;(;i]:ﬁd :

(b),._Yes.

(c)—Yes:

(d)—*‘_GO,Vf;I.'nTicrr‘lt (})‘FVI‘:O?O information of what the Government of Bengal have
dons., Provincia 13atlo only the Jorhat hospital but all other hospitals, is

desirable but Government Were unable ¢, o) long, due to lack of funds.  "This

: : rne in mind w . :
suggestion will be bo hen definite post-war reconstruction schemes will

be prepared - Maulavi KE
Khan Bahadlil:al iz?‘ilna:lhorrill{af:MAT ALI: In view of the fact that the operation
the hosp condition and also the in-door hospital 13 unhabi-

room of -
B vernment please tak T A 6
table, will Go° € up the question of provincialising this  Dis-

pensary X whle Miss MAVIS D
- ? c . .
mth; tgwt;{;fé s DUNN:  The answer is already there in 3(d). T have

rnment have
a4 post-war

v F,

> 4

—
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Kban Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Sir, the reply is that the question of
provincialising this Dispensary will be taken up as a post-war reconstruction measure.
My Question is whether in view of the fact that this particular Dispensary is in a
dilapidated condition, do Government propose to provincialise it now and com-
mence work 1nmediately ?
The Hon'ble Miss MAVIS DUNN @ We shall have to consider the matter again,
Sir.
Control of the prices of all essential food-stuffs

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked
4. Will Government be pleased to state

(a) Whether they propose to control the prices of other articles as they did in
casc of rice and paddy ? )

(6) Whether it is a fact that the present rate for paddy and rice fixed by Gov-
crnment is low as compared with the prices of other commodities ?

(¢) Whether 1t 1s a fact that there has been an opposition from the cultivators
of the Province against the present rate for paddy and rice fixed by
Government ? !

(a) Whether they propose to bring down the

. with the l.)I'i‘t'(‘.S .nl' ri'r.:v and paddy ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
4. (a.;u—ll.ns Government have ficed the prices of all essential food-stuffs and the
Government of India are fixing tae prices ¢f other essential articles.
(6)—No.

prices of other commodities along

(¢)—Government have n such information.
(d)—Yes.

General discussion of the Budget and discussion on Charged expenditure

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  General discussion of the Budeet Only. three
hon. Members want to spcak to-day.  Questions have hyeen over \\-’ithi? RE e tes. SO
3 hourg and 45 minutes are now available for general discussion oF the ‘i} éﬂ_ Tltnildif’

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: Sir, we have not vet held oulr u' ‘?tL, ?e tlzlo‘ :
§0, we are not in a position to say how many of us will si)cak ' party mectng »

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What have I to do with ¢}
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SA

had been no party mecting on the general discussion of the: Budes We usually
hold party meeting on Demands for Grants. My hon. Friend My l]l(,[bc{t'k “ take as
much time as you permit him 1o speak on the Budget. « darak may

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T think only few hon. Members will bably take
part in this discussion. I have got only three hon. Mcmb‘ers- . ers will pro .3 ? e
not fixing any time-limit for a speech on the Budget discussion R, Nt

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker. Sir < eling 2
this House at a time of unprecedented economic and political la oy e torious
march of allied forces in Africa and Europe and the great t:ema am}ty'. _'I:h<: VICG ara-
tion in the East to crush squarely and completely the ?mc"“atio}r::loffgl;%;:dgen};rcf e

the party meeting ?

ADULLA : Hitherto there

1opeful signs for the morrow. But against th e o e
}‘ .P 519 X e | AL ALl ] € baCl\glOund of Inllltary success th
failure to organise the social and economic life of the country. ¢ footing, ha
become very conspicuous by contrast. At a time whe 2 0 8 Wal 008 SRS s

n a o . "
other comrades in arms were busy annihilating the Ge;l;;q:m\'% Indlf‘“ aEmYAgica,
millions of their kith and kin in Bengal were also beino pOL: T Eclln Italians :in to the
failure of the civil administration in the home fronm':-t1 Thonc}c gurol Ipe 1ir:leilf:d to
sccure a military success on the war front they must have ilé-lg e enemt}f i(?tory for
having been able to inflict an indirect defeat on the econ ¢ A ‘.touch £ ; et this
defeat at home could have been avoided with a litt]e omic f{ront. And ¥y

5 2 lan-

5 iy ) i : more {oresi better P<;
ning. This economic defeat on the home-front is not yet overle ]%]Lt r::ri]lcliues to ste
march in an  under-current ravaging the whole country. Our little Province, situ2®

as it is in a contiguous proximity of Bengal, is also having its own share of misely:
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The millions of death in Bengal have focussed the attention and sho ked the con-
science of the whole world but the slow, progressive and protracted death of thousands
of men and women of our Province have failed to draw the attention and rousc the
conscience even of our owrn administrative authoritics. Whereas the ]1r'r,!;1r of Bengal
have had been dying for absence of food, our people have been dying for insufhiciency
of the same. In the case of Bengal the death was rapid and compl-te but in our case it
is slow and progressing inch by inch. Probably the latter forin of death is more painful
though not so spectacular and hence less embarassing to a callous and indifferent
Government. And yet ours is said to be a popular Government based on franchisc of
the peoplc and we are supposed to be enjoying a stroke of Provinecial Autonomy.

The food of the Province scems to be moving again in the vicious cycle of last
year. The harvest ol winter paddy is just over and yet rice is selling  at over Rs.16 pe
maund at the centres of production. The Government controlled retail price 1n Shillony:
and other urban arcas 1s even now over Rs 18 per maund. The Government, says a
recent PpPress communiquc, are L;fJillg to nforce a ]JI"J‘E.."I"W‘-.i'."' reduction in the ];ric c of
rice. It is a matter of common expericnice that the price of rice progressively increases
from the time of harvest, guided by the fundamental law of demand and -.ull.plv But
eur Government have, it seems, their own nation of economics.  When the I,rit-r- of
rice ought to have been at t}}r: minimum tr.ey have kept the rates at - a high level and
when the price will automatically rise to the maximum they will keep the price at a low
level. And when their attempts to control prices will be thwarted, as it 1s bound to be
as a result of interplay of ordinary cconomie torces, they wi'l throw the blame to the
cultivators and traders alike.  Ail will be branded as anti-social elements out for making
individual profit at the cost of thc community 1 would warn Government (o
follow the path ol common sensc and prudence and instead of making futile attempt
to set at naught the play of ordinary cconomic forces they should rather allow them-
selves to be governed by it. If they do not bring the price of rice to a minimum now,
they will themseclves lc‘nd stimulus to hoarding, black-marketing and profiteering. They
say, famine in Bcr}gal is man-made and so it is with us. Let us not forget the lessons so
quickly. The voices of tl'mc dead and the still-dying arc beaconing us to mend our ways

so that others may live, shall I say, to enjoy the four freedoms—at least the freedom

from want.

As an aftermath of continuous, mal-nutrition, specially among the wage earners,
landless cqltivators and Io:'lv?r middle ’c}assc.‘i, epidemics like malaria, cholera, typhoid
are sprca.dmg by 13:1’4?)5 at";} )ounds‘_ I'he wl')olc ‘?[ deep water belt of Habiganj is being
quickly depopulated by cc'l"a_"age-" of malaria. The village of Baniyachong, supposed
to be the largcs.t;‘ in acr)ea.ar:.‘ in population in whole of India has already paid a hcavy
toll of human lite. f}ll ?‘tﬁl population of about 40,000, more than 8,000 pcople are
ajready dead. Ilt' IF (a: f‘rfm,ttaE tc{lz rate of mortality among children is so great that the
BaniyaChong RE li th((iJChillcerL dl'd not find any opportunity to distribute children’s
garments, not tha d cold. pr r}; 111 not need them but that they had already left  this
world of hungci’]aﬁ s c:}{f;: ably mockm.g from heaven saying “Thank you, you
ape Ty W cilsc Pt s again to receive your charity.” ‘The cry of Baniyachong
has evoked reSPOX i 5 ny quarters in the District and several relief organisations
king ther("t q C]:)mgn Government have also saved its face by making
ttempt 0}51(”1 a a’t,ch of doctors to work in the village. ‘I'rue to the
”Betterllat?};nca)ﬁrrégvf}i » the Hon’ble Premier in the company of the Medical
Minister gk Si')l sermonised Cv}:’luagc by a few hours’ visit and the former in course
ofa short S cf:tcation sificl Bt the people and admonished them on their lack of appre-
e s 2o mow R [k peopls o solyagon Soci
. ve s . aughed 1n eir sleeves id “‘sps
111:5, pleasec; tfllg J‘?é(rf;,b\g’resl’lei:ieo;emgfnc;:l ourselves to our fate, for, have ig? ;331 Lof;c]l)q;(;
e last 3 gf e comm{inity i(i)‘ W:*];re}\(?fi?hlzjl t_ha:l.nobr:d)]z can undo the fate of aﬁ
: . ¥ care destined to die-—nothing — .
et dving.” 1;hz_: procedtire adopted by the Govcrnmm;tl:g t(i)anbi?;(r L:l(-cc:fﬂi io
Baniyachong peopic 15 patently defective. 1t is like watering a plant af%cr the roo?s
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2re cut.  The Government is supplying quinine.  But can  quinine f{unction properly
'n 2 body which is not getting sufficient nourishment ? Quinine i1s not a food. It is
Just a curative medicine. It is significant that the proportion of mortality among
landless cultivators and wage-earners is more than among the middle-class though the
lormer are a sturdier lot with a Letter developed physique.  There is no room for
doubt that it is the continuous under-nourishment that has shattered the health of
once-a-time sturdy tillers of the soil, has reduced their power of resistance and made
them an easy prey to vile malaria. I ask, whose is the
nourished people of Banivachong ? 1 know
come forward with statistics ol paddy land in Banivachong and will try to prove that
there is enough food for one and all. My answer would be that the pzidd\' land has
not been socialised, on the contrary the land is concentrated in few hands, and that
considerable portion of paddy in that Subdivision has already been taken away bv  the
Government  agents consisting  of  some veteran M. L. As., of this House, the
supporters of the Government, who have purchased the stuff at an exhorbitant
rate, that these agents work under no ceiling price of the Government and that
they have got a sufliciently long rope not to hang themselves but to strangle tht‘_
famished people of Baniyachong and other rural arcas. May I ask the stalwarts of
the Moslem League who swear off-and-on by Moslem masses, whether this minjature
Steel Brothers of the Surma Valley consisting mostly of their co-religionists are doing
a yecomen service in the predominantly Moslem Sylhet ? I mayv tell the Members
of this House that malaria will not stop at Baniyachong. It is bound to spread
much more quickly than many ol us compl:xm:ntly imuginc, till the whole of the
plateau is in its grip. Unless checked even at this belated hows  its victorious march
will not stop short of reaching ll}ci frontiers where our gallant soldiers are busy,
fighting the battle for democracy. ‘T'hat the problem of Baniyachong is as much a
problem for the military as for the civil. If the military ‘could be called up in
Bengal to aid the civil administration i the dxsmlmtu‘m‘of food and medicines, it can
very well be called in Bzuuy;.;chong, Bamai and other infected areas to do at least
spraying with anti-malarial dl_‘llt{S- A chain  of in-door hospitals equipped with
suflicient drugs and various nourishing foods should be opened at Baniyachong to
house and treat the poorer section of the community. Vifty beds will be nothing short
of a mockery. Every poor lnhﬂ.-bll.:lﬂt of the \rlLlngc should he provided eratis *:.J\'ith a
mosquito net and assured nourishing diet at Government ¢ogt till cured and fit to
resume his normal vocation in life.  Like tuberculosis clinic, a malaria clinic
should be organised in Shillong with hundreds of free beds for giving the poorer
section a chance to recoup. My suggestion may appear to the Com[)ﬁlceu} and lifeless
administrative machinerv to be utopian.  But they should realise that no chicken-
hearted,mcasurc executed in a slip-shod [HANNEr can solve  this problem of 2
devastating epidemic. It is Jama Raj who is now ruling at Baniyachong. Will the
fatalist Premier of thq Province be a silent spectator just to witness a tin; portion of
his empire being liquidated by a preventable disease ?

In the previous Sessions of this House I had tried my best to focus the att\cntion
of the Government to the urgency of chalking out an elaborate plan for food produc-
tion as far as possible on the l.)asm of .sclf-sufﬁciency of the Province. The bogey
that Assam has surplus production of rice has inoculateq the iy <t
among the cultivators and the Grow More Food Campaign ha been proceeded With
in an easy-going manner. Due to indiscriminate s_laughter, there are nr-:))w ot enough
draft-bullocks to plough the land, not enough milch cattle to produce sufficient mi k
and serious dearth of poultry is a sordid fact of the ay. Ve petablcs and fruits are
being purchased at a competitive price for the military, Tgh(_ Military chctablc
Production Scheme started with the laudable object of catering to military needs:
independent of civil production could not as yet make vy hcad\,%a with the result
that the civil population are going thro_ugh unheard-of hardshiy s for lack of 2
nourishing diet. ‘The shortage of food_-tjtu_fT 15 not confined to urbzuIl) areas only but
also to every rural area. The food crisis is not

; n
: : : " 4 new feature of our country and
it always existed in peace time. 'The present war hag only accentuated matters 2

duty of feeding the under-
that the Hon'ble Prime Minister will
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made worse what was previously bad. By a proper working of the Grow More
Food Campaign I".ngland, now pruvidcs 70 per cent. of her food requirciments as
against 10 per cent. before the war. It has nationalised Agriculture and has given
a subsidy of Rs. 202 crores for the production of food-grains. ‘There is a periect
etween the agriculturists and the expert officers of the Agricultural
Department. But ia our I’mvnpcc the whole thing is being attempted through the
existing machinery of the Agncyllur;tl Department, inefficisnt in peace time and
utterly usecless at the present time of stress and strain. lhe co-operation of the
people has been studiously avoided. There is a lack of sound working plan. There

co-operation b

is no target figure of production for any of the principal agricultural crops.  The
allot ment of acreage under different crops according to the provincial needs has neves
been worked out. Grow-More-Food has become the fashion of the day and

the Department of Agriculture is procecding in laisser-faire manner just facing the
Budget any how. I am definite that in spite of the so-called food campaign there has
been an actual shrinkage in crop acreage. I am told that many hundreds of acres of
ato land are being forced to lie fallow this year for want of seeds. Potato is

pot s 8
being sold in the black markets in Shillong at Rs. 25 per maund. The pulse and
wheat seeds distributed by the Agricultural Department were mostly inscct-infested

and even 10 per cent. of the seeds did not germinate. The seeds were so bad that
even cattle would not touch them. And all these seceds came from distant Bihar under
the expert supervision of the Department of Agriculture and through a Government
contractor, spccia”y’ selcctcr} by the Ministry over the head of the Director ol Agricul-
ture, shali I say, for his business honesty and integrity of character. In the ficld of
vegetable production the cultivators were forced to grow only country vegetables.
Seeds of English vegetables that the Department supplied would not germinate.
Numerous instances of the sordid failure of the Agricultural Department  cait be multi.
plied. The country is thoroughly fed up with the chronic inefficiency ol the Agricul-
tural Department. There is something inherently wrong with it. lhm!gh Grow
More Food Campaign has made no headway there has been quite a lot ol appoint-
ments to add to the paraphcrnaha of the Departmment, particularly in the gazetted
rank. Most of the vacancics_ have been filled in by under-qualified people.  The
talented and qualified subordinates have been ruthlessly kept down. 'I'he present
Director of Agriculture who has no academic qualification has; a dread lor qualified
subordinates. e keeps them down ruthlessly and his gazetted satellites
naturally follow the h;:lad and dsonfctlmc cven  excels him. Of the officers
recently promqted 1o Otfc-h gazcttl(): rank, all without exception, have never
been in any university. 5 the t{vjod f?{paga.nda Officers, one was a disch:l‘rg(:(l xcise
Sub-Inspector and th‘l3 Ok erf;}i r U‘. nowing preacher, assisted in his oflice work by
an English knowing ¢ e}l;’r;cr s; }Sryf nepotism and corruption are going on unchecked.
An administrative machinery uilt up cannot be expected o be cflicient.

Increase of production oft'}flood-grams and economy in the use of food materials ape
the two fundamcntal faqtorsl :lit }should .draw the “attention of the Government—
increase of‘.fooc} producéloél d)z a:clll ole or triple cropping, where possible, securing higher
yield by usm_g‘lmprovf H eTransfcr:]ngwms and by substituting crops which have 5
higher nutritional va uc:e s HELHE X area from non-food to food crops, improvement
in irrigation and glramagu i pects Of agricultural development which require
;mmediate attention. A " ese I‘t_tqlifrc serious study and hence is the nced f[or
having more brains into the organisation than that has been put at present.

Sy T have ieped ith mpt tepton and car the Budg specch o the Hobie
R N%llmStfl’;;:ntionifi abo{u tr'msport]Sd'?ll‘}dg[ct speech, the Hon’ble the Finance
Minister has ; = ithiculties in the Province, and in s

: o)
cages, he has mei’cllt_'qn‘:,d nt:g(tl ;’C‘i"r_ GO‘{:cli]nmcnt had to do, and havé to do, mamc
things under the directio vice ol the Government of India Y

Before I enter into t_he Budget figures, I feel it m
— - bl‘ing to thc notice of the c.;()VCI'nment of Indi
my opinion, are of the greatest importance,

y duty to request our Goverp-

and the result of which has brOUght

a a few salient points, which, i, .

I e o
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lamentable distress in this Province. At the very outset, I admit that our Govern-
ment is not responsible for the inflation, and that so far as transport difliculty is con-
cerned, they are not wholly responsible.  Before the war, in 1939, there were 179
crores worth of notes in circulation ; now it is more than 700 crores There is ne
denying the fact that money is wanted for the necessaries of life, but supposing that if
there were only money in this world and all the necessaries ot life would have dis-
appearced, then what purpose of human beings would have been served by money ?
Men would not hive caten or worn money to keep their body and soul together. So,
the demand of money in a country depends on the saleable and transferable necessa-
ries of life.  Money lenders, rich men, Banks and Government Paper currency have
opened their gates with a liberal mind. There is no diflerence between good or bad,
real or unreal, worthful or worthless either in men or in things.  The price or value of a
thing depends on the relative quantity of money and saleable goods.  So, it is the moral
duty of every Government to keep steady the prices of saleable goods, because if the price
of saleable commoditics is very often changed due to the fluctuation of the purchasing
capacity of moncey, the condition of both the producers and the consumers in the
country becomes most uncertain. Nobody can proceed with a reasonable estimate,
and, ultimately, everything turns to be something like a gambling. It is true that
if the price is increased all on a sudden, the producers will make unexpected profit ;
but on the other hand, consumers with fixed incomes become the worst sufferers.
Under these circumstances, the creditors will lose, but the debtors will gain. The
combination of the two conditions, namely, scarcity of saleable goods and inflation is
responsible h)rtln§ m serable and (Hsgrn(xﬁlﬂ situation that is pr&xnﬁlh1g in the country
now. The factories and fields which used to produce the necessaries of life in this
country are nm:'ﬂly engaged, either directly or indirectly, in war supplies §
the supplies which we used to get from outside have also been stopped Fap the sayns
reason ; but the most amazing thing is that England, though in the very midst 61‘ .\rf\ -
and always dependent on imported articles, has not suilered like us ud
increase of prices and decrease of money value is not so great there as ;
demand has increased beyond imagination in this country.
its very great purchasing power has become the competitor
the common purchasers. It has got claims over everything, and these claims are
unbounded. There is no limit of price also. The present expenditure of the Indi
Government u_ndcr military Budget will bear this out. In place of 60 to 65 c:rox-tglé l;i
rupees a year in pre-war years, the present expenditure is more than 700 crores sintl
this amount is bcmg: spent in purchasing men and goods. Now how can it be ,p(;SSi-
ble for the proveibially poor people of this country to compete with the Govern-
ment for their necssaries of life 7 Unless Government help us to solve this probl
there 1s no way out and the resultis that people are dying of starvation and 1cml’
nutrition.  Sir, interested persons may say that as some of the people were not nlil-
having properly and showing the tendency of becoming majors, thoush ; 1 3
opinion they are minors, so just to teach them some lesson for their rniscc?nd ot A
misbehaviour the Government has been compelled to adopt this course ip 1hiSUCt“ z.mc{
war time. Quite so. Otherwise the food and cloth situation would ¢ el critica
to such a pass in this country. In other countries the barc necessaries of i Ve come
. . ‘ 1 ; ife of the
civil population have not been over-looked in such a_callous way a5 ;. thi :
Even in this critical time of war, England is importing foodstufls sridl Is country.
: t ! ¢ s § ) 4 to clothings from
far distant countries taking the greatest possible risk on'y t0 meet the gq; ds of th
country as far as possible. But here in India, not to speak of importinnafl-l ol ;lc
countries, the food and clothing of the half-starved and half_naked millio%s rom gt‘ er
exported to other places (question). Now-a-days, 1t has become totall s lenlg
to send the necessaries of life from one place to a._n0t11Cf‘—~y0u cannot brin b4 tl}lxnposszlde
produced in your land for your own consumption: There i no accorx%modet'pa il
railways, in steamers, in motor vehicles. etc. Every where You hear the slo a u‘)cr{vm
Emergency’”’. This cry is certainly for living like men  after winning the gan, W a:?
we die for want of necessaries of life before we Wil the residing _ still r:t:"af;’ d?utta lt
place from the battle field, then what is the utility of thjs cry P And . for whigh Jt

Moreover

) because the
1 m India. The
. 'he Government with
in the open market with
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this cry ? Sir, cverything hinges on transport.  The booking of articles has
stopped both in railways and in steamers. Due i
non-availability of tyres and tubes and other motor
practically closed. So far as the passenger trains arc concerned,

has bheen reduced to a very great extent, and the few that are running at present  are
so overcrowded that it is practically beeoming impossible to travel.  Not anly  that
the trains are running without light, there is no fixity of time. So, the situation can
better be imagined than it can be described, Country-boats arc also somctimes
I'CqUiSiliOHCd b}' the Government. [rom all these, 1t
ment has no responsibility.  Sir, it may be very well said that all these are in
of the Government of India. But all these should be brought to the notice of
ment O[vllldi&, 80 lhill the [)r!".'r'.nl difficulties may lu'-'. remedied as far as i
The road condition is going from bad to worse everyday. Letters are received in six
days in place of three days. So, the condition is a chaotic one. The motor organi-
sation of the Provincial Government is also mostly used for the war projects.  Private
cars, trucks and busecs have been requisitioned to a very great number FEven buses
that are still running in some places have become unsafe and over and above that,
men are found sitting on the roof of these buses. There is none to check all these.
Everything, real and unreal, necessary and unnecessary, is going on in the name
of war. This one word has paralysed the whole system.  Sir, to win this war, the
sympathy of the people of this country is wanted. But what is the present attitude
of the masses ? "They openly say that our Government is unable to give them food
and clothing which they want to live. They stand aghast to see the activities of the
National War Front. So they do not bother for the war, because they think whag
worse can the war do ?  The attitude shown to the people of this cauniry should not
have been like the present one, which is meant for the cnemics and not for the
Indians who are dependent on and helping  the Government in their war cflorts, Tt g
the duty of this Government to make all these clear to the India Government, | he
present feeling of the people should be chanced, and this cannot be done Ly the
present activitics of the National War Front about the expenditure of which we' hear
many ugly things. Sir, I can boldly say that if the present attitude of the people
is changed, it will be an assct which has no parallel. Let the people und_(:nt;n'l(l and
feel that our Government is there to save the people from all SOTLS ol _calamities,
and not for co]lccting revenucs and taxes only. If the present policy is changed
and people get their lood and clothing just to keep their hody and soul together, the
Government will find the whole country at its back. Sir, I admit that by the precent
policy, Government has succchcd a good decal, but this is only Fclnting_to a very
small section of the people.  Some unemployed men and a few agitators for freedom
have surrendered to the Government by running after the golden deer, namely,
inflation. Many of them have reaped the harvest no doubt, but they are very
insignificant in r.xurn‘ber. If this position is no: made clear by the present (oyern-
ment to the India Government, this Government will be failing in their duty and
men like mysclf will openly challenge their honesty and allegiance. As I have alpeady
said, I do not hold this Govermment responsible for the inflation, but I wil] hold
them responsible and guilty for colossal negligence if they do not ventilate the feelings
of the people of the Province and act for their safety.

Sir, we were debtors to the British Government before the war, but as it is now,
we are creditors.  Certainly, it is very much cncouraging and a matter for rejoicing.
But being the possessor of such an enviable big position and creditor of such a huge
amount, namely 600 crores of rupees, the wretched condition of India still exjsts.
And why ? The day has come when everybody should feel that money is not wealth.
The problem, wviz., that there is wealth in the country but not the money, may be
solved but the problem that there is money and no wealth cannot be solved.” On
the other hand, if there be little wealth with plenty of money, the position is called
inflation and the result is the very high price for commodities when rich people rejoice
and the poor dic. The present Position in this Province is like this. Sir, I am sure
that the Government shall have to adopt a policy which will check this inflation

o petrol rationing as well as e
parts, the motor transport
the number ol trains
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and the result will be that those who joined hands with the Government from the
golden deer, will realise their position and will surely retreat from their present place
and their attitude will be just like the present attitude of the general mass. So,
Government should stand on sound and solid footing to win this war and for that
the Government should respect the general desire of the people and make arrangement
for their food and clothing and prove tFlCil‘ bonafides that this Government want to
sce its people to live like human being in the truest sense of the term. If this is
done, the victory will be ours.  Moral victory is real, the physical victory is uncertain.
Sir, after I have made this request, I hope our Government will do the needful in this
matter. .

Now, I shall enter into the Budget figures. Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister
has said that in the revised estimates for 1943-44, thev now anticip:ltt‘- a revenue
surplus of Rs.7,53,000 1n 1943-1 instead of a deficit of Rs.8,09,000 estimated in the
original Budget. Not only lll-“_‘ he has morcover said? since these revised estimates
were prepared, they have rr'm-‘(‘n'(‘d later figures from the Forest Department and the
Government of India, which indicate that Forest receipts are likely to be & 1;1k1_15
in excess of those included in _thc revised, while the share of income-tax divisible
pool is likely to be 11 lnkh% l“gh".r than the usual forecast of India as lately as
December last.  Against  this :1(1(11(}0:1;1! 15 lakhs on the receipt side, they have
entered into certain additional commitments which are likely to increase the expen-
diture side of the Budget by one or two lakhs. Now deducting 2 lakhs for
the additional commitments, the surplus will be 13 lakhs more. the final result being
: ; 20,53,0 inste: - R SEE X
this, the Hon’ble the ‘-or("% ;s;lli.clx 1\:Tll l(nn\'c‘mcmly forgot about the Treasury bills
to the value of two crores . Wi be outstanding on the 31st March 1944, To
calculate the loan as an ::lmomel,:f llcallY amazing,

, ret whic : Ter . ;

Now, about the :Su ? L\l{_h.ls bC(‘.l:l placed before us, Sir, I am sorry, I
cannot congratulate the Hinance Minister. The income from Forests should be
considered as C"‘Pl_tal’ — (,)I}.)lmmrf' | .1.1“3 regeneration work is nil. The after-effect
will be more disastrous. lul ll'g)lllll); of the Government under the head “State

: D ? 1 o ) 9 . r .
Provident Fund” will rise to I‘“‘ - U‘F $.1,19,21,000 on the 1st April 1944, This amount
is going on increasing ycar by year.

: ; . is rejoicin s B

Sir, the ()OVCIr'lln(‘ntb : tJl gwon the mcreased revenue from hemp. They
have prohibited opium bu ¢ :CY. are (‘l.ucouragmg hemp.  If the Government have

: saving = ' .
really the good intention o.h § the people from ruin they should check the
spread of the consumptmu{_nf 1 emp.

edical you will . ; i

Under the head Mq e i 5 -ﬁnd that the provision for the next year-1s
less than the current. S0 aisounder the head Pyublie Works Department and the
reason for allotting less money under the Public Wo ks Depar '« rather curious.

s« that tl orks Department 1s ratner €
The reason advanced 15 _‘[‘]‘ the advantage o
racticable lies in reducing inflationary tendene: : .
P e le lies in vt of Y tendencies at present and results in storing UpP
work to be included as Pp: " Post-war  reconstruction scheme. It is also to be
bgrne in mind that it is uncconomical to carry out work at the present high rates
with the limited funds aC\l'axllable ]wluch will g0 much furtl‘n‘r ifc tgkéh up alter the

: . : throughout t} Myrrrcs : : ax "
war is over. Sir, the roa g ¢ Provinge . dition

4 1s 1 such a deplorable condl
that o not be challenged when ope B s 2

e should1 atis not functiamo s Says that the Public Works Department

of the Assam Governme NCUONING af precoe: . cos) u-
. ] present at least for the. civil pop
lation. it &
" neral Administration. ¢ : .

As regards  Ge d  the 1 there is acute shortage of Magistrates and
Sub-Deputy Collectors S 1 public js suffering  bey, d‘g ®'Under no
circumstances should this condition be allowed ¢ g beyon measure.

O continue.

In the Budget Memorandum the Gover |
. p o : . era
improvement of the economic condition of nment has remarked that the g€B€

. . the e . 2 s rices
obtained from crops and the increased carnings gf ople resalting from the high 0[?1 e

large defence projects at present under COnStructii:) ourers, contractors,fc-tc;.: janded
property on a large scale and lohz}ln Increase of “tigatiorrl] has  led to tx_um‘sacrlb ;
1s anl‘.l(:lpated; will continuc while the Present prosperit)lrnlthtc (_uué:n:l i};e a(’;(-oullts
U asts, and this g
= 7

' postponing such work as is non-
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the increase in the revised Budgets under the head Stamps. Sir, if there be a
gcncral improvement in the economic condition of the people, may 1 cnquire of the
Hon’ble Finance Minister why people are selling lands. Certainly one section has
been bencefited by this war, but the other section- -the majority of the prople have
suffered. So in all fairness we should admit that general improvement in  the
economic condition has not taken place. Sir, by not admitting the distressed condi-
tion of the people the (:'m"'l"llrnrrnl is doing double mischicf. 1 Firstly, they are not
d()ing their part, th'lhf: same time lh"}' are standing in the way of the pcople and
no help is fr)rlhcomm‘g from outside. ’ ’ ' ’

In 111(:. matter '{;f foodstuffs the Government pol cy may be called a *dog in  the
manger pnhcyj,. It is w_t.-ll .:!.nrl good if they can take "‘i’ he sniive supply in their
own hands, instead nf‘dmng that they are dealing in a few things whercas leaving
the rest in t}'lC h:u}(ls of others, and morcover, :n;it les in ',q,'lji(fll' they are deahing
are not "“’a']a'flcm the market.  Sir, sometine, I understand, there was suflicient
salt at the d_ISPOS?‘] of the Government at Gaul ati. while " - pcople of Nalbari
werc gf)ing “"lt_hf‘“‘u :my Hall, T-h‘i reason I)r‘in;f llu- ’trnn-,!un'! difficulty. NMay 1 .l.‘-k
the Hr;n’b-lc Minister wh{:lh.cr cven one or o trucks of the Assam Motor 1 x.ir;a];n;l
Organisatinn were not ZlV.all;_il)]f'. for carrying salt from Gauhati to Nalbari 2 "T'his
Organisau‘rm was Staf‘tcd with definite assurance of removing the transport difficulue
of the CiVlll P’)PUlaU”"- But alas ! what do we find now ‘? St the Government
is rp_spr)nSlb]c for the mr)'ral dfrgr;ld:tlfnll of the P'"’I’I" of the I’rt’wi:u'r'. Their cal-
lousness in every matter 1s making the cmployees of the Government in many cascs
corrupt. For the low paid employces there are two alternatives, either to starve or to
take recoursc to unfair T(:?IIJS. Naturally most of them take shelter under the lacter
category. Unless 'lh(: sovernment takes necessary steps the situation will he well out
of control andz} ume may come when it will be very difficult for Government to
eradicate the evil Wh‘C}" may gain ground very df'cpl.)'.

Sir, as promlsc.d, Government has formed Food Committecs. But no meeting
has yet been held L rauany places and the Committee members in many cases do not
know ‘f"ho is the I I:cmdan, or the Secretary of the Committee and who is responsible
for calling the meetings, This sort of halfhearted work is _r(-p]-ch(‘nsi])]f:. We arc
hearing many ugl}’ ljumoui'ls about blank cheques signed by Som-r: oflicers of the Motor
[Transport Or%an}:satgnran. also of stores at Rangamati Workshop as well as auction
of vehicles of the Organisation before the totified date :

As regards Standard cloth, the Hon’hle Mip: ate. .
) > o that Standard cloth is sold "le Minister would have _hccn quite right
in saying at a fixed rate all over India except Assarn.

saying that Stan . ;
Inswigmggt l?asgtaken crcdicza{lcll'ltdt(;]th is sold at a fixed rate all over India the
Gover s well as revenues frq €y arc getting - more revenues from  the old

ces . m ne ; afaiats TEnT
- e e fees regarding the Assam W sources—as for example, the receipts from

1iccﬂC] th and yarn. Butin g -fottoﬂ cloth and yarn dealers licence and  for stamp-
ing Crt(;mt works are being ncglclc):lt:d ol all’ this, many people arc starving and many
impo’ ion building works. + This Budget has heen prepared at the cost of
the Under Grant No 9—(Cha g

e works the Governm ccount of Navigation, Embankment and

ina cnt ;
DfrillrllchPdgCt' Whereas at pggeW;m Rs. 7,31,700. 1t would be found at page 45
5 shown, the Government = _Where  the expenditure from the revenucs has

b ial stat under < ‘ 0
¢ financial ement of : nder “Voted” Rs.4,47,000 and at page 0
V{_l};iin under Vot(:(.i” 1.{3‘2’920056?:&] expenditure has bcf:n ShO,Wn: Government has
sRs 7,39,000. lﬂhydm iglg discrépan;; ?he total of these two figures amounts to
& At pages arn the t !
is 35'38’68’3830w}1(':1£.§?s the tOtaIOt]?)legemand for Grant Nos.25 and 26 under “Voted”
a8 les"%’f s taifépa?ﬁ?t s alsg ng?ccl,ﬁl-“de’ “Voted” at page 2 has been shown
ir, 3 o ALY Hiihne, g ite clear 1
pe tha(gthe\/{fjgll]'iil{glsed by n?cmv(;in()r e Hgixsc-mqrgg I resume my scat with
£ . KER . not gg in - ‘in
fewer thatt dour war time By, Speaker Si;‘ml h;tving listesied mow 1o Ao
to take 00 seriously  ejthey 8BCts, one lessonn 1 have learnt 18 never
surplus because it s quite Ccr? . SXistence of L small deficit or a small
0 that the reyised estimate or the actuals will

’
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usually prove that the Finance Minister has been wrong. 'l‘h;l.(,. Sir, is inevi-
table in  war time and 1s not a criticism of Finance Department. lhc' present Budg(:.t
is a good deal better than most of us  had hoped. The Minister's review as usual is
competent and his picture of l‘)-li{:‘i-l and his analysis of 1944-45 is accurate and
fair.  But the Minister’s report, Sir, is that ofan auditor whereas what I should
like to get is a picture painted on a very big canvas : what I should like is a report from
the Managing Director of Assam’ Unlimited instead of an analysis, however
masterly, by a Cost Accountant on the various departments of the firm of Assam
Limited. ) .

[ suggest, Sir, that a function of the Members of this Assembly is to deal with
the major issues revealed by the Hlld}:t‘t_r;uh:-r than to condemn or to praise the
particular sums of money  given to a particular department,  Within reason too, I
consider the Budget is more important as allowing the imagination to dwell on 1946
and 1947 rather than as conducting a post mortem  for 1943 or an analysis of 1944.
The poet Browning puts my Argument better than many words when he says
“A man’s reach should exceed his Srasp. or what’s a heaven for ? I should like to
discuss this Budget, Sir, on the lines of the reach that is possible for Assam and leave the
Finance Minister to argue :1l_)out‘wh;1t I8 alrcady in his grasp.

The Finance Minister’s picture is on the “'I‘”I“‘-“l)timistic but if you break it
down into its component parts, rin “."“ ’.md large chunks of pessimism ‘because the
Budget is once more largely one of windfalls, most of" which are quite clearly not likely
to recur.

Without boring tl.lc House with (he , calculations, I would ask them
to accept my arithmetic.  Under petrol, anticipated to yield Rs 9c lakhs, there is a
windfall compared with pre-war actuals of no Jesg than 22 |akhs :“1‘md:':r é:{Ci\‘L‘ vield-
ing_over 40 lakhs compared with actuals of 29 lakhs in 1942-43 there is a windfall
of 20 lakhs. Forest Department will produce Rgs.3g lakhs and o mpared ith pre-
war actuals you will find thcm\ls = \\‘mdl.n“ of boom revenue of 14 l"\(l:«:c})xs]pdé(l:otl‘lvcong‘ol
on which I agree with most of the scathing references  of my Fric(nd -Mr hIookeljce,
will produce an ll.HCxl)L‘Ctt‘d  lncrement of 4 lakhs frgm fees and fines \\'hi.lst the pros-’
perity of the cultivator has "w,mnSCd the Stamp TCvenue by 5 l'a’khs Agriculture,
the ~expansion ol .thh : dcl)tirtmcm w . one of the mos "welcome features of the
Huelget; huw ppcciph el 3 b0 ek, BPibithak Tung g goat o ¢ be ascribed
[ BEREDUE Whish guises 0Illt (:iut.hgxcxxpe;\tidlmlf of the large £I1‘1‘11ts E lf11il::ls mzfde‘ by the
Central Government under the Grow More Foog Campnion. Moo o o) b

an T axKns ] cCs., ow ""0 ak i : H =

:)ssl:t?n’lscs}’)scati time revenue. This total of 70 Iak]l::}i]ss (:l[iél?l!i):o-“matcly 28 per cent. Cg
when the war ends most _of'thecgc Items wil] C“S-"lppear il ect outcome of war an
deduction on the e_\'pl‘ndl.t‘u'l‘c Sid_c. In other words, the 1th very little ‘co.rrespopdmg
drawn by the Finance Minister is O an analy.ig ’ “]" C_Ol‘nfortable statistical picture
The comfort is temporary bU_t the discom fort and ,d'ltnﬁ ffktu?nm]y uncomfortable one.
follow unless Government bring forward , relief opecraiﬁieI oL hevitably and shortly

Last year I stressed the need for Increasiy on,

cancellation of remissions 3}1}8 dg‘fﬁlopment of waste land. ;. whether by taxation,
etc. In some rcsP?SS <& o rc:n-lc?nd hu.s ady t;c INcreased crop proc]'u:::tlonlé
land revenue is the highe ok Ore.  Agricultyrq) Incormn, Met,  for the vyield o
prosperity of the Tea Industry, hag Ome-tax, mainly owing to the

J iy : c¢ a . .
expenditure on_colonisation scheme 4y, the &« SO0, Tewanes and much of the

2 8ric ) 1ch ¢

course, also produce I éitzgsun'f 8ricultyyry) epartment will, in du€

But there are oth_els \SthiCh Wc())u]dreyenue open, g,

increase in Stamp dutlfz-t T e yield g vern,lne r example, theve could «bean
and temporary prosperity. Could secuy

Nt a largep Lhea 2 h resent

-acticabl s € sufficie ger share in the p :

goods it would be pl?Cttl(ﬁg;fn?}:d)rp:jOﬁt?tb]e incqle transport to import consumers
there is little doubt that /Ass > Productigp of 1POse a Sae Tax. Under excist

L0 “Dikom Degath? L fore; . - :
3ir, that it is known arihel(‘qs e ‘:]1{ : Could g4 %']n 11({uor, of such dublousbql’il‘;ﬁ;
llt’l\/ily taxed. Neve ) ¢ t 1ese propOSah be 1'?3]/‘ Oglnlocil 'SITOIIlgi"‘,te?y ilie

P Introduced immedia P

nanner of my
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yield would not cover the 70 lakhs of “windfall revenue.  When we have taxed
ourselves to the Jimit and developed all of the undey cloped areas, this Provinee will
be unable to lift the standard of living of its people :H.“ h bevond a bare s _
without substantial assistance from the Central Goverpment. I should like ::,d i il
Asscmbly adopt 2 W”rklr!g slogan of special application to this Province of Assam “Horse
head cquals 1ncomce per head”. This may be rather crude but [ assure you

e A LA

thisw

power per h ‘
itisa grcat deal truer 120 !-,ll‘”l) other general !'!"1""aili'n‘s‘» in economics, The more
mecha_nical helpers arc pl‘lfwi( cd for c;_”']’ pair of hands, the morc that pair of hands can
prodUCU daily, the Ir(l:irt, t lf.}f)‘nfllfft-},' of those hands will be able to consume. and the
more those hands fi‘r '";f’. ; ';’; more taxable wealtis there will be in this  Province
- alone this Prc ‘e CAng

On Agrlcultuﬂ‘-_ e % i,""”""'- cannot prosper. [ts economy 11 unbalanced  just
as our food rations arc unbalanced.

C 1CC ¢ W vit- H

ich rice and too few vitamins. We have too many ploughs and

We have 100 mi
few tractors ; we have too many dhenkis and too few oil engines.
‘The prCSCﬂ.t Vlcc”‘).y.:_ iy well as his predecessor, has emphasized the essential
oneness of India. I',: .::f-lr'as,] g i""l.r: that the only practical translation of this essential
onencss ijs that til.‘f_Pd‘ '/{‘:'t)l_':l. l s whole shall not by accident enjoy  greatly varying
degrecs of Prospxr’lf;iyr;l w]]'i([;;, ?;,llll we :n.c: f;nnfrnnlr tl.\«.-il]l_li!tr .'llll)l!l..lih!]'—. position that
a Province ]!‘kc i ;’SGOV(:rnmr'ut. ’“'lht')]',l(:ld“““;ll arca is suffering all the ills of inflation,
becaust the Ccr_ltf-f}’ e 0{: A,s' .‘_" l‘f_l commands all the transport resources, Cannot
mp into ffhl,sf. -r)l ecause A%"S’(”n} f‘ supply of CONSUINers ;;cmcl-. to mecct the bare
nccessui g of Juet o 4 ”l e Hndr:l}-’tkrn to supply large quantitics of rice
: impact of these orders has lifted the A sam price level higher than

any ot l”‘l' Indl.d] \1’th I'I«'LVC the ridiculous position that provinces in the
ich are not beset with the war problems of Assam, arc enabled to ¢ .sh in on

ear, W i ing - TR i i
rearl, prospCf“Y by doubling and redoubling existing industrics, by starting necw
Government, by

too

ar 1 *C s 1: Rl - 1

Y;dustl’lcs t'h(]3 dll‘f(_'('t 'lﬁnd;lf:ldl assistance from the Central

1 curing articles ol war w rich are sent to Assarn and choke the lines ol commu-
been available for importung

rqanufa: ' the province which might otherwise have
nicatl® 1 goods, The P}lx’dln truth is that other Provinces are profiting by the geogra-
. accidcnt ‘ihﬂj :isg‘lr‘?r“'s ?c*’-""sl to enemy territory, that .Assnm’s communi-
phl_ s 2 required PUo (‘l ‘Y‘ ‘Ur Jnunitions of war, and that it has not been able
catl9 i g {na:}og mc(uf‘,[,“cl‘;’. o oil, tea and coal. If, therefore, as successive
di;atllfcsc %icg,r-(:}‘;lncal entity and an economic \_vhulc, let tf'lc _(}nvcrn-
sS us, od that . I?I"”“‘)Ur_lcc:rncrlts to the practical test. It is high time
reco rzls it ] r;cn(,bs carries with it an obligation to divide reasonably
> count?y Sn]ow I;Udc)]:('r mongst the participating units. Economic adversity
fair)y g Ass? = ivilege to Hvﬁé‘)lngllr:amu,'_ be shared with other Provinces.  In man
228w jed Ph wasb undoubt:-lc?l( er these adverse conditions because, for cxamp]cy
rcsr;cr‘;,s advimtgough adversity (‘:anynoit If;rmu-il-mlihfz, factor in the recent ViCtO!‘in;
AssAT " But eyer Award gave Assam ¢ shared, prosperity can and must be shared.
2 a0t that z_kwa.rd was @ Just Oril(il_ucrlly from antra! resources R.s..'EO lakhs.
I hcthcrd will become increasingly Uﬁjust asltlgl.l‘)?:?, it is manifestly an unjust onc in
. I can sec no escape whatever f; ¢ years go on and our windfall revenue
19“63555- pudgets, Sir, I had the dut cr from_that proposition. In the case of the
o (WO Criticism which ought to go toJlZ—IuS Iffms;ﬁmti?,} of divcrté-ng to myself a gicat
(fea of tat Members on this occasion t:00)’ _im ble .I'ncnd'thc I'inance Mu!:stcr. I
e th M- Deb, my hon. comrade , will continue this pleasant practice. My
sent an will d,eyote some of their at Ml Roy and 1y absentee  Friend
rr Rahmmarks- The  case for more 'Cl‘-‘nll(,n, and, I hope, their agreement to my
g 2L OVcrwﬁelming. This case i entral assistance to be given substantially and
preijarly 1;;udcrlt and economical ﬁnalfmnot weakened because the present Government
fcgs by % pudget.  This case rcmainse’ produced what is for practical purposes
b222 3an© nd developed its agricul(ural strong cven when Assam has increased jits
resources, At present an increase in Stilm;l)
case in Excise. A Sales Tax, Sir,

bl ]g lll r 3 :ds ‘ﬁ“lh“

urgc, In

a% ou > 1

Eudldw produce substantial revenye
u

W
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Government say, exist, and which 1 have not vet

seen, could be given transport
to thas [‘I‘tl\'ilh'('.

Similarly, Sir, the agricultural income-tax would produce a much
higher yield i the Tea Industry could get, first of all. cheaper imports of essential
fouds, sccond, get coal instead of an cxpensive wood fuel and third, get lertilisers to
increase the crop.  But essential 1oods cannot  be imported in sutlicient quantity
because the Railway has to carry munitions. The Tea Industry cannot get sufficient
coal to make its crop becausz the Central Government's Railway engines now burn
Assam coal instead of Bengal coal. Fertilisers cannot move because Military stores
have got a higher priority.  Assam, therclore, which is preparved to raise money by
taxation, finds the yicld of existing taxation much diminished and .new taxation
unprofitable because the Central Government has got a stranglehold on the economic
lite ol this Province.  On any showing-—finanical, political and economic—the
case for a revised assistance from the Centre 15, I think, irresistible. What is a
Rs.30 lakhs Award against the fact that when the fog of war lifts, there will be
lifted from this Province Rs.70 lakhs of windfall revenue. I must remind the
House and particularly my hon. Friend Mr. Roy, ol the Russian proverb that those
who live amongst wolves, must learn to howl. I suggest respectfully that this
Government should practise  howling and with professional skill from now on.

(Hear hear.) 1 would also suggest  with respect that wolves have also ot teeth
and an occasional display of teceth might produce money where hoxyhug would
not. T'wo days ago the Central Government announced an excise of two annas
per pound ol tea. Now, Assam produces about 280 million lbs. of tea so that
the excise will yield 31 crores of rupees, which is more than the pre-war revenue
of" this Province. 1

must repeat this.  The Central Government will levy an
excise  of two annas per pound on the produce of Assam alone which will
produce 3} crores of rupees which is more than the peace time revenue of the
Province I suggest that here and now is a case for howling and for claiming a
share in this excise on much the same lines as Bengal and Assam receive a share
in the export duty on jute.

I welcome the decision to earmark Rs. 25 lakhs for a  Reconstruction Fund. But
let us be quite clear what this 25 lakhs of rupees means.  As a contribution to the
Post-war problems of this Province, it is what the most celebrated mter_—natlo’l}ﬂ econo-
mist Lord Keynes orce described as “‘chicken food for the dragons of war”. 1 wish
those words to be underlined < Rs. 25 lakhs is f’*"Cﬂ‘t‘”.fu‘”".[f{;f{{,ﬁjﬁﬁfﬁ_f__{’fw war’”. Every
other province, Sir, cxcept benighted IScngal,“T:;mg of rcconstrgction in terms of
crores, cven a small provinceslike Sind.  On the wireless yesterday, it was announced
that the Punjab Government are introducing a Budget with a surplus of 3 crores and

86 lakhs of rupees. Assam too, Sir, will have’to begin to think and act in terms of
crores and not lakhs.

On this subject, Sir, of the relation between the Centre and Province, I wish to

refer to one aspect, viz., requisitioning. 1 am not going to refer to requisitioning of tea
garden properties. We hear a good deal about scorched earth and the policy of denial
to our enemies. In Assam, Sir, we practise the denial policy against our friends. I
refer particularly to the requisitioning of schools and colleges by the Military authori-
tics. I know that this Government has put the strongest protest to the Government of
India but T hope they will do so again. To justify retention of school buildings in
the fifth year of war on the plea of Military necessity is entirely  discreditable.
I moved about this Province a good deal, perhaps nearly as much as the Hon’ble
Premier, and I have seen with joyful surprise the speed at
American army in particular can erect first class buildings.

which have been requisitioned should be released or buildings s
requisitioning authorities elesewhere for use as schools.
much from bombing and which is now housing hundreds of thousands of troops from
overseas, I doubt very much whether the education of children is suffering for want
of accommodation or whether the housing of Military personnel has been allowed to

which the army-—the
Either school buildings
hould be put up by the
In England, which has suffered
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In Assam, Sir, where no buildings have been destroved

encroach on children’s schoois.
and that suffering should cease

by bombs, the education of our children is suffering

forthwith.
Having said some harsh things about Government, there is

praiscworthy. Government (It':'f:isirm, and a bold decision in the matter of cancelling
the lJand revenuc remission against the wishes of many Members of this House, has been
fully justified. The fact that so_many cultivators rushed to pay their arrcar land reve-
nue suggests that the cultivator is a very much shrewder person
charnpions il’l tl’llb‘ I-lousc !}llllk. I lik(t to brflir_vr, lh,.[ [hr’ ( ulti'.'.tlul l:)ulil e ‘;rzan__(]rd
that increased taxation will work to his benefit. It is the cominon Inan, Sir, the
cultivator, who is going to rebuild this Province. In England the common man 15
asking to be allowed to pay tax at a rate of Rs. 3 per week for the sccunty of the
Beveridge Plan; in Assam there will come a time when the common man will aprcee,
but I don’t think he will ever ask, to pay taxes to a Government which has a f.:rnixinr

plan. ) . =
On their handling of price control of rice and

15

much to say that

than his so many vocal

paddy, Government arc to be
India, but the

congratulatcd. I'he maximum prices arc high, perhaps the highest in
main point that we must continue to emphasize 1s that the consumer, whether it is a
or a humble individual, can always buy at or below that maximum

large company 1¢ 1nd
contrul price and that, Sir, if my information is correct,

the scheme now opcratung in our neighbouring province. There has
in Government’s policy O‘f price contro] and events have shown its wisdom,

In another respect Government have done a good job. They have stated a  case
to the Central Government which has wrung, I think viwrung’’ will be best word, from
that Government the cost of the Assam Rifles, increased grants for Grow More Food,
increased grants for .A. R. P. as well as the Sales Tax on Military petrol. I
hope Government will not weary of such well doing.

A point of criticism 1is .thc facility with which Government
Too often thcs:c orders are issued without bothering the slightest, whether there is any
inery to implement them. For two months there has been a control order [ixing
of Gur at 63 annas a scer. I have travelled throughout the Province and
t to find any person who has bought Gur at even double the control  price.
Government scem to delight, Sir, in putting the brakes on instead of taking the brakes
off. 1 agrec thatrfo}: a)]arqc man a crutch is a neccessity. But Government  give the
crip‘plc‘i gxtizen of the Province so many crutches to carry in scarch of these articles
whose prices arc said to be controlled that he cannot move (Hear hear). We, Sir
live in 2 crlpplccé P}’O\FHCC :  we need an occasional crutch but we certainly do m);
need 2 bamboo l_lfiff 2 C‘thhCS: Crutches are good to us.» The only forms of control
which 1 shOU%ld ‘nf“ }tl‘:: S‘S‘?rpraICUSCC_l is self-control by Supply Dcpartment. I had a
dream the otfﬁcr 1gH:,_ ol n this dr?am I saw the Supply Secrctary one morning
came to gllih% 0?121::6 Cl{apras:itaanncijulﬁew}l;}} his back to the fire. He called up the
office ¢2 ool this morning ? What 15 ;-afd Clerk and” askg:c\l this assembly ““What

eft to control” ? The cat, as in Alice in

is a good deal better  than
been no  panic

issue control orders.

mach
the price
I have Y€

can WE (fgnd only grinned. The .
Wandfglerk laid the only thing left fhaprasm said ““There is nothing left. Sir”’. The
Head 0 control was the “Economic Advisory Board’'.

: is. the Supply S ;
anx:lrfg t}t)}l:é E}fropgfny(}rgﬁrettal)('l.ertl‘- out his resignation and declared his intention
ijolpé::g There are so manypot(})l 1scover how his many control orders really wisele . in
Pract; shall be defeating my polj Cr points about this Budget which called for comment
that ech with astory told b ¢y if I go into details on minor issues. I want to end
¢his Spereavery Tate ramtes Yer. Winston Churchill. In the port of Liver .n()l
ther? ?ill into one of these dockso deep docks with concrete walls. One day a SPO 1
boY and was in danger of being drown.ed. He was 1‘(:3?&2(1

e
rdinary seaman who di
i 'SaPpeared after (he boy was brought out of the dock.

B & week later the seaman wa et
A sted by a fierce looking woman,  hing in the streets of Liverpool when he ‘was
drowning in the dock »» - he said ““Are you the person  who rescued my

on from ¢
«Well” said the woman, “you are ¢ he seaman replied ¢«“That’s me, Madam”.
1€ very man I am looking for. Where is my boy’s
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hat 27 Well, Sir, that story covers my case exactly, T am interested to see that Govern-
ment rescue this Provinee rather than in sceing that departiment ©A” gets a little bit
more than 1t got last vear. I am more interested in the little boy having been saved than
in the fate of his hat.  In other words, Siv, the important things about this Budget are
not what have been put in, but what have been left out. It is not 1944 that matters
but 1946. It is not what the Finance Minister has in his grasp but what he should
be reaching out for.  T'he austerity and  the adversity of our present days of Assam
are nothing if the people of this Provinze can live more abundantly in future and by
future T mean the near tuture and 1 hope,  Sir,  the Assembly  will

underline these
remarks and Government will undertake the job of implementing them.

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS: Mr. Speaker, Siv, the Budget presented before us
is not at all encouraging from the Scheduled Caste’s pomt of view. T am really surprised
to see that no special provision has been made tor the spread of education amongst the
Scheduled Caste people. It 15 a well known tact that the Scheduled Claste people are
extremely backward in education and nobody in this hon. House can deny it. From the
Budget Memorandum it seems that an Assistant Inspector for the education of the
‘Tribal people has been appointed. Tt is good that the Ministry has taken such a

move
to improve the education of the ‘U'ribal people who are also equally backward like that
of the Scheduled Caste. There is a Special Officer for Muslim Education also. But
strange 1t 1s that Government do not feel any neccessity to make any such provision

for spread of education amongst the Scheduled Caste people. Their numbe
gible and T am at a loss to understand why the Government is so unsympathetic to-
wards them.  Since the time I have come to this Assembly, T am trying my level best
to draw the kind attention of the Government to the pitiable condition of the Scheduled
Caste people in the matter of education. If it is at all thesdesire of the G“\'Cl‘nmcnt, to
spread education amongst them, a Special Officer should be appointed without anvy
further delay to look after their education. An experienced  officer serving in  the
liducation Department may be appointed for the purpose.  For the expansion of edu-
cation suflicient number nl'sc]ml;u'.\thips and free-studentships will do 4 areat deal
towards this direction. Scholarships in the Medical, Engineering and other felds «f
cclucntigu should also be specially reserved for the Scheduled Caste boys. Scholarships
for the intermediate bovs should be provided to give them cncuuragcﬁleut to proceed
further.  We have been hearing for a long time that the Education Manual will be
revised and due consideration will be given to this matter. But I don’t know whether
the consideration period will ever come to an ¢nd. However, may I suggest to the
Hon’ble Education Minister to issue a circular giving some concessions to the Sche-

duled Caste boys with regard to free studentship both in the Schools and colleges before
the next session hegins.

r is not negli-

I like also to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Education Minister to the need of
a Hos:t(‘_l In the Habiganj town which has become an important centre of education.
T!lc living is undoubtedly cheap there and if a Hostel is established there, poor students
will get some [acilities to have education. In establishing a Hostel, there, money 1is
necessary for the construction of a building. I hope that land may be available for
the purpose, free of cost.  Would Government kindly provide money for that—may I
hope to get an assurance from the Hon’ble Education Minister on this point ?

More money should be provided for giving increased grants and new
grants to Tols, In this connection T like to draw the kind attention of the Hon’ble Edu-
cation Minister {or providing increased grants to Nityamayee Chatuspati in the Habiganj
town which is one of the best Tols in the district. If an enquiry is made, I hope the
Hon’ble Minister will he convinced about its efficiency.

j here is a great demand of medical men in our Province for reasons known to all.
We are _always requesting the Government to establish a Medical School at Sylhet. But
it is difficult to understand why the Government is not taking any action towards that

dirf—“-'“”;h May T know from the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge the reasons for taking no
action ‘

maintenance
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moved by me

Last year the Hon’ble Premier gave an assurance on a Cut
as thevy are

to substitute Homecopathic, Kaviraji and Unani medicine for Allop
less costly. The Local Board Dispensaries are not in a  position
service to the people for want of medicine.  Will Government give due consideration
to my suggestion which is likely to be of immense help 1o the people Thousands ol
people arc dying for want of proper treatment and 1 hope Government would make no
further delay in introducing these cheap but cffective forms of treatment.  Lastly T will
request the Government to give more attention towards Bamiachong so that, at the
advent of rainy scason malaria may not make its apprarance once more

mic form. The village Bamai also deserves the same treatment  as nalaria
prevalent there also. If timely precaution is not taken by the medical department,
the diseasc may spread not only throughout the subdivision of Habiganj but throughout
the district of Sylhet by gradual steps.

Grow More Food Campaign is doing well no doubt, but it would do more il a
campaign for eradication of water-hyacinth had been started in the Province ol Assam.
In the Surma Valley districts water-hyacinth is a great obstacle towards growth ol
paddy. A large portion of paddy land remain uncultivated owing to the abnormal
growth of water-hyacinth. So I request the Government to take drastic steps to remove
this menace immediatcly. As a member of the Agricultural Board [ raised this question
several times in that Committee hut nothing has been done yet.  So, 1 request the
Hon’ble Premier to take up the matter carnestly which will lu;l'i, a great deal to solve
the food problem of the Province,

ndering usciul

in an cpide-
"jllfaf‘!liii' 15

The public of Habiganj are suffering a great deal for the abolition of the Railway

line from Habiganj to Shztistag;mj, We expected that Government would supply motor
buses and trucks for carrying ‘g,,mls; and passengers but up ull now nothing has
been done. Of course T am étgainst j“(””)p(,[\” bhecause n;r,nn[;nly concern 1s [ik('l_\‘ (o
be callous to public gricvances. There is a Motor Association at  Habiganj which has
heen serving the public for a long time.  Even when the Railway line was not in ex-
istence this Association served the public when there was no {rain communication.
At that time the travelling passengers had not to wait at Shaistaganj for a long time.
So I request t_h(: Government  to supply motor buses and trucks and [-ctrol in
sufficient quantity to this Association, for maintaining the traffic from Shaistaganj to
Habiganj.

Lastly, I like to dc_al with the rice and paddy purchase policy of the Government
in the Surma Valley Districts, May we know what was the principle in giving con-

tracts and whether any tender was called for ?  There are many ugly rumours of

{avouritism and nlcpotlsm in the matter and I would strongly urge upon the Govern-
ment to disclose the rllla'n"‘ms of the contractors, the procedure followed in distributing
these Cpntracg as WCVdIbl ‘th(; terms and conditions thercof. IFor the purchase of rice and
cadccllyvizi;?l:. UII‘I;?O liellqetzlol)liﬂ“ctss may I know whether the rate was saume  in all the
?ﬁ:;tlraw : now whether any payment has been made. 1f so, at

r the information
_ IEZund were Rs.14-4 Z;?CI{],O{;' House, 1 may say that the rates of rice and paddy
il uary 1944 in the Subdivisio o OnlY_ respectively from  the 15th of January to 31st
ar:_c Rs.14-4-0 to Rs.15 and Rn %f Hablgan_j. The rates of rice and pfulcly per maund
we 5.8-8-0 respectively during  the first week of February

d the rate of rice at preg .
?;-? paddy is stable at Rg.? Srrlllty.vmes from Rs.10-8-0 to Rs.12-8-0 only and the rate

There 1s a strong rumgo . .
made at the rate of Rs.20 p:; r;gi;:_lnfspltc ofa lower market rate, payment has heen
¢hat of pa.ddy. If it is so, the G e or the supply of rice and Rs.10-8-0 per maund for
and Rs.4 in case of rice. "1 g, noigm of profit would stand at Rs.2 in case of of paddy
S itted by Government bug iy o : _f?frudge the contractors taking commission as per-
not be paid more than (he ma }(is“-a.})le that Government agents or contractors should
done, the' poor cultivators ape cdre i el A rcasonable commission. If it is not
intention of Government js ol prlved of a fair price of their produce and the very
Strated. hope the Government will clear the whole

g
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position and let us know the actual state of things. 1 also request the Government to

let us know whether any weekly report was submitted to the Subdivisional Officer
stating the rate of rice and paddy and other food-stufls.

i . o I A
[ like to add afew words to.draw the attention of the Hon’ble the Rev enue
Minister. At Habiganj in the last sale ol hishery mahals, onc fishery on the ‘Uifll
Ratna in block No. 1 was not put to sale. I am informed that it was Sutltf-
privately. IF that is true, it is really a great loss to Government, hp(‘;{uscl.lu. other
fishery mahals fetched a very high price, more than double the previous year's bid,
With these few words, Sir, T resume m§ seat.
Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Sir,

as we heard from the Hon'ble the Finance
Minister, Assam has become the

front-ine Province. 1t is very very unfortunate
that we are experiencing various  difliculties in extra expenditure and other tlm_\gs.
We can say so much that we must prepare ourselves to meet all eventualities
which may come to us in future. ‘The war has upset us i various ways ;md‘ people
are suflering very much, as we heard from the hon. Members who sp_okc before me.
On the other hand, war is doing very great good to some people and for the country.
[t is actually so. The war is ;l('('l‘[(.‘l'£llill‘!{ various activities of the people and we are
in 2 happy position financially, if' the actual situation of the Finance is to be such as the
Hon’ble Finance Minister stated in his Budget Speech.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJLEL : Hear, hear.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Some lakhs o
into surplus.  As we heard from the Hon’ble
strugghing for better result of their agricultural
to create money.  "L'his war is really a
persons.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: You should be sent to the front line.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : I was ready to
to do so, as my age is too advanced.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE :  What a pity ?

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK :
Mr. Mookerjee has said, Indi
can he say this ?
experiencing  bom

' Rupees of deficit has been converted
the Pinance Minister that people are
produce and also finding some means

blessing to certain class of people and  certain

8o but authorities do not allow me

In the Garo Hills, there was starvation in 1941-42,
ans are suflering more than the people of Europe. How
We have not been sutlering from bombs, ete, We have not been
bing and its consequences.

‘I'he hon. Mr. Whittaker, the leader of the European group did not say so.

(A4 voice—how does he know ?) because he
the news in England, his home country,

Sir, really many people are benefiting and
mstance, big contractors cte.  As some people sa
nations of the Earth in disguise

is an ELll‘opc‘.an who is well informed of

taking advantage of this war, as for
y, Hitler is the person who is blessing

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order.

Adjournment

The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2 p. m
(The Deputy Speaker took up the Chair.)

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr. Deputy Speaker,  Sir, my
Mr. Mookerjee was interrupting me. I know, Sir, he is a zemind

enjoys only one weather throughout the year—dur
warm country and during the w

know what is the suffering of th

hon. Friend
er, rich man, who
ing the cold weather he goes to

arm weather he goes to cold country. So he does not
€ poor people.
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Now, Sir, I must give a few instance ol the statement I made in connedtion with

the war that war is a blessing to some people.  "There are some Giaro gia

were without any post. They were competing for As Cavil Service an van
but as soon as the war broke out they have been provided Ihete are 6 Garo
Licutenants now ; onec is a Licutenant and the rest are 2nd lLicutcnants [ hev are

drawing much higher pay than some of the Extra Assistant Commissioners.  These are

the blessings of the war. In big places like Calcutta, Bombay and Madras we know
there are many graduates sitting idle not, even drawing Rs. 13, 20 or 30 a month
The DEPUTY SPEAKER : ‘The hon. Member is to speak to the DBudget

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Most ot the people sitting idle have been provided
in the various branches of the Military jobs and those ancillary to it and they are
enjoying higher salaries, Sir, I must not waste the titne of the House and aow 1 will
come to the Budget. I don’t go to the budgetary higures, Sir, becausc the able hon.
Members have alrcady pointed out the facts and figures of the Budget.

L,'_/,/I shall speak one or two words regarding the Land Settlement Policy This land
“ettlement question concerns indirectly the question ot Line Systemn and this question
is a matter of great complication an | difhiculty. ‘T'his matter is bone and Hesh and
life and death for the Assam Valley people. Sir, 1 know defiitely well that  the
Hon’ble Finance Minister, from the very beginning was wholly against this Line Svstem.
Unfortunately, Sir, in addition to that our Hon ble Revenue Minister also 1s opposed
to that. Now we see, Sir, in the Budget Speech at page 3 that the Government have
drawn a Resolution in this conncction in August last.  Government  have issued
Resolution to this effect and instructions have also been issued to the District Othcers
to this effect. Now regarding this land settlement deforesting some ol the grazing
sanctuaries, dereserving some grazing Reserves, and also some lorest Reserves o
make enquiries about all these things 2 Special Officer was appointed. 1 do not
know, Sir, whether Government notified to the public (.-mu,zc-rm:rl that there will bhe an
enquiry like this so that they might get a chance of expressing their want, uricvance
and inconvenience. Of course il it was done so, SO far so good but il it was not
done so, the people concerned would be (:xfrt'm(:ly disappointed and this would
create public inconvenience. I am not aganst this land settlement question but  my
wish and desire are only this that settlement of land should be made with the in(li_u,r-nuu’s
first and when the number of indigenous people is exhausted then of course
made with the foreigners or immigrants,

people
settlement can be
Sir, what we sec about thesc immigrants here in the Government Resolution,
I need not go through it.  Hon. Members are well aware of this. 1 sce Government
will get more revenue by this scheme, premium will bhe paid in instaliments only,  Sir
Assam Government is being pressed by the Central Government to expedite this matter
As the Hon’ble Finance Minister spoke that Assam Government is being pressed (o
do away with the Line System immediately which will aflect very .3(‘l'i()l-lb;!’;' the
population of the {\SS.am Valley, I"c}m now only one with him. After ten years my
family will be multiphcd L}’}Y ten or fifteen members, or families, and I would be the
first person to agree to ! ¢ scheme of Jand settlement provided sulflicient provision
ijs made for future generation ; otherwise there will be a great or rather serious
siariaLon § and landless people will be multiplied in our Assam)‘\/ull(:y. L ;I:(lll(x)t;:
speaking for my personal matter only, T am speaking on an average basis. / j
ot B

Sir, I have got another complaint
- g : aint to
vate land outside his district, heli)s m
Members will find no justification
Cabinet will kindly see to this,

ake. When a person is allowed to culti-
not alloYVe(l to take his paddy to his home.  [on.
for this. 1 hope the Hon’ble Minister of the

Now, this sc , of
SRS a,nd secolr:slrll;e"gi ‘:"v?]lfr‘lc, has some good motives. _Fir‘_st, there will i)_f- more
increasing the scttlement. R gt(-t more food-stuffs by multiplying the population and
My request to the Gove' ut, _-‘blr, more money alone will not serve the purposes.
riment is that they should see to the interest of the raijyat

ir

\
~
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2 " : ) e money il“'
o) ithout being satishied  with, only getting re ) \

: 1 1 N T 3
ks ]\“I‘h Ii“('l - was a Resolution regarding  the preservatic
inyv.  Sir, there was ik _ :
that Resolution was rejected by the House,
for that.

the time be-
ol grazing ields but
L am one of those persons who Was sorry

TThe motive ol lh.!l‘ R'W”}“li“,“ \\l\\ :._:;nlult(‘ to
““W'IT‘ e [l"i““?l"““('- ‘[IT:\‘Itu‘vlllll:itljnll,lll‘.\lNIll.dnn-'l know the lll‘it.‘t‘ prevalent in this side
T e T b Garo Hills side, the price ot one plough cattle is more than
ol Upper Assam h_l.” r l,‘-. jossible for any Imnmigrant or a peyw comer who will
Rs.150. So, Sir, ‘-‘_lll i .:\' ixlhl;-(. having no house. no money in hand. plough
settle in new l.ill‘ll‘.lll i ".t.-‘-tl_\l ‘-l‘.‘l‘i\ ultural materials to produce e
cattle ;n?cl n;.:‘_l ‘lll‘\::,‘l“—i'llmull‘ securing good plough cattle ?  Will he he sy
produce in il_ }{-.111 .‘_“ family and ot the same time to render. aid e eae -
support ‘ Intlnhf),", ) :.l:tn.d.. Will he be able to h_“ll‘ ?hv Grow More ]
ot ll(‘ml"' :(“1‘1.1;" Not very likely, Sir.  So, it will be much
ke '("l‘l);ct‘llul:‘lllt of land with the mdigenous people, who are
;:l]-':lklz;hm{‘.tl[l(' and their family homes.

produce maore and better milk
country.  Sir, tle price of cattle

‘ood Ca mpaign
easier or simpler to
already there with their

1 3 i BIRE
[ would like to mention .mn!l'n‘r 111111;;.‘. ‘\”‘i- ‘11_1{1.!‘1“;1-..1-‘-13. 1
he Hon’ble Premier \\'ill! my fl‘l(‘llt|~ Mur. ] ‘.;..\"‘\ ‘ .“-..‘.\
s » and  apprehension ot shortave of paddy and  rice. ¢
{11::12nl‘i.\sium'r’s Bungalow for his advice
P‘:'mnivr stating ”1.(' fact that
Hills and to ask tfor the people

addressed a letter
exXpressing our  diffi-
went o \
who adwvised us to Write to the Hon’ble
there is apprehension of short addy in the Garo

tor the grant of some t11011§;1:1cls ol maunds of paddy.
We then came up personally (o sce the .\‘:‘(‘l:vll-'!l“,s“ 1”‘ _t‘hf' ‘T’“f)p'l.\i D“"Pf“'“m'nt illl(!_ illso

» Hon’ble Premier and they vave us SN ope ‘\;u as aoéiu as \\'t"lt‘.‘tlll‘nedlto T'ura
o Deputy Commissioner, although h“_l”““‘[ advisec '5.0 4o S0, wrote agamst our
the D l“” SR R e R plenty of paddy in the Garo Hills, When the Deputy
e lln?hr ll)irr(‘mr of Agriculture wanted to help ‘tl“’ People of Garo Hills
l)‘“llvcmérii‘-:(ltnr'd loan, i this matter ‘also the Deputy Commissioney
with a ' .

the Deputy

age of p

s Garo His
4 . . : osed rive R
inits way. ‘The Director ol Agriculture proposed to give 840,000 o that
i 1I and he asked the Inspector of Agriculture to call tor a list of

. )(‘ H “ .
Proje

hom

w Persons tgo w
; o - »list was pre rared by A i
agricultural loan will be distributed and the preg b Agri-
< 5 -

: Lk thc‘scnior
cultural Demonstrator and submitted to  the Deputy Commissioney of Garo Hijjs.
Then the Deputy L‘.ummissimler? G;}m I*‘lills, s‘:lid‘lh:}.t =) aig'ricultural lo ‘

cessary, nor was there any need for it.  So t.ht.'.‘ .111‘1“91 cndec there, -Buta Sir, I
il s e 4 pressing need for the purpose of Grow Mm_e_boud Cnmpmgn m Garo
?[?Iib it ;Vhllz. h 1llu' "V“; the matter is dealt with in (Em-o Hills alth(?ugh Government
was quite willing to help the people of uu;‘-.l-)mlu’lr‘t. ”(Jm:;l ci\lofo Food PI‘Opagana
is not known in Garo l'll“§ up to date. hl,li : }*“_1{ \:1‘..\’ 8 a le note that the Hop ble
Minister-in-charge of’ N](‘dl.(,‘;'l.l :m,rl Iful)lu‘*.. Health is gomg to do something ag revealed
from the Hon’ble Finance Minister’s Specch, mics,

.o an  was

tor checking epide
As regards communication, Sil:, I have got to say a few words,
he Garo Hills especially is a very 'mportant one. His EKCGUCHCY the Governor of
Exl‘é'lln visited our District on the 16th of szuary‘lasl and hz'alted at Tura to spare his
bl];"ll_)le time in visiting the important roads of the District to know Personally the
Je & . . N . ” 4
\dtu(ql condition of communication there. Sir, this may be at the instance of the
< . ; ‘ .
?JCL ntral Government’s scheme to make 1}ew ercld and to Improve rgo
sntrs | g
. : i x as a curcular letter
whole of India. Sir, there was a circu

' ads throughout the
. issued by the Government of Assam
anting information in connection with this scheme.  "This schex
W o

| _ ne is great consola-
tion to me qnd to _thc-gpcgpl_(? of 111}? Gm:o ]I;ililci» Jiiﬁrarﬁ always é;.p?ring for bet.tcr
munication in ;that Distriet. Sir, ou adqus S has no Hrect connection
e he headquarters of the Province. l)urmg the COI]gr&ss-Coahtmn Government
with t;feau‘ue Mr. Momin and mysell’  had an interview with the then Premier
my CO, rgsult the Premier passed an order to the Minister concerned at least to
and Zi; an estimate for the construction of the important bridges if Ppossible, for
prep

This matter in
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two and afterwards 1 also received a letter fiom the Sccrctary, Pu W 1)

partment, Mr Panuell, who has now retired, that the matter was being  taken an

hand by the Government. But, Sir, this could not develop any more pioba Iv due

to war. As I .‘w'ﬂifi_. Sil', t}ll'.‘- VAT 18 A f:ll ssing for mar vy places, Laut I runtiing and

doing Inll(lh harm to Ssome othe; IJI.’H!‘_’\,, I he i,]z.}f'r? {-u mprove the road froam
haci nln-.‘:r]}‘ weent surveved for the M ‘ Id not

Lakhipur to Mankachar, that
through an taportant

I'his road passes t

be given effect to and had to be postponed.

place called Phulbari which is known to the Hon'ble Premier.  When the taan river

swells the bridge over it is washed away and as a result hundreds of bullock carts that
and the Deputy Comtnissionel 's

come to cross the bridge are held up and cannot cross :
order is that after sun-sct no crossing over the ferry is allowed.
so until the rainy scason 1s over. i | I|a:|r-1.asr-‘, Sir. I hope the Hon'ble Munster-in-
charge will kindly take up this matter in right carne st when there s already a
scheme for this. If this is given cffect to it will be a great blessing to us all.

: The hon, Member has spoken for 25 nunutes and so |

The Deputy SPEAKER :
ask him to finish his speech quickly.  If he has more to say he may do so during the
time of any cut Motion concerning this subject. ' y

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KEFAMAT ALI: In case there
this regard what will be his position, Sir?

The Deputy SPEAKER : Whatever
is most economically used (laughter).

Mr. .I()BAN(; D. MARAK The most impmt:ull ’minl
fOOd supply. In this matter, the [re curerneent l"{llil.!!’)if' f“.,“j[;”[i',“ ,'“.(I ]Hi('l' control
are the cardinal points to be taken into consideration.

The qucsliun of procurecment ot I;.‘u’,(]y is uncalled for in the Garo [1ills for the
comming year, I think. Because, the yield of paddy crops is exceptionally good in the

year 1943-44.
It should be controlled ;

IRt situation rcmains

1o ot Motion to

ey it be, 1t 14 my duty to sce that the tune

before us now is

Salt is the most essential comn modity of all food-stufls.
I mean the commodity itself should not be controlled.  Its price, of course, must be
controlled.
Goalpara, Gauhati, cte.,

1 see, Sir, herc in Shillong and in other town like Dhubri,

is sold in every shop, and not only in the Government  Agent  shops. But
is only one solitary shop where salt is sold at the 'l'ur.'? Bazar for all the
Hills who come to that Zaef. Hundreds of people throng at @ tirmne, to

and children,-—are knocked out and pushed
shop,

salt
in Tura, there
eople of (Garo
get salt at the shop ; some persons---wvomen
down from the cement platform of the verandh of the Government Agent
and many have to return .homc without salt.  ‘This is due to want of proper method of
distribution and not ducto shortage of commodity itsclf.  After His Iixcellency’s visit
to Tura I was oncc strolling towards the Tura bazar when T met one of the Government
agfgnts- tﬁc B’i;uf;n%léﬁmtizgi;iﬁ.p“{;:‘{‘:”'I‘H’rilm- as he wanted to submit a petition to
inform ‘ T SR cre was not a single prai “salt in Tur:
EIl:lhen 1 ran to the Dcl‘jruty Commissioner with him and()ttollclxli]n?tﬂtln{‘Lili:;lllzllt‘(t)f H]llt(-.] I.:Ltlr:::(,lc
sent anh ex(l]);fcsisbalgfso?gzﬁt e },}i? UE’)PU[Y Commissioner, Dhubri ;le.cing‘liim for a loan
und et tv(rc: hund.rcd | ‘cr C_DEH.Y .Cmm'mssioglcr of Dhubri complied with this
request an i f = Dags of'salt to Rowmarighat; but on arrival of the co m-
there it was found that not more than 16 or 17 seers ol salt was there in each

modlty A
arwaries who r ol . "
he M were to take delivery of these bags refused to accept them

bag- "

#ar d. The resul : ;

on thlstgcrl?;énto shegeas Oftth‘:c::i that 1‘11(:1*(: was no salt at T'ura for some weeks.  This
w10 rminodity but was due to the negligence on the parg oi

the officers t(l) mal:le ncces};sary arrangements for the supply in time.
e other a when t . oy 5
Tlrl}ment Motign, T s }li _hon.r Member Srijut Paramananda Das moved the
ying to speak on this subject, but the Hon’ble Speaker

adjour hear me and I had

flff:] Poemier visited Tura ri‘é)ﬁrffii ehance to speak, 1 da not know, whes the Hon’-
- - net P g - | A TR ~ 0 .

! > er anybody brought this {act to his notice or

(The Hon’ble Premier—No body spoke to me about it).

S
~.
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I am sorry, I had to come to Shillong before the Hon’ble Premier visited Tura on
account of my son’s illness. e h

;\'ilr. one word more and 1 will finish. I was a member of the Bn;u:d ol Umuun!m-
cations, but unfortunately I had to remain absent {om its meeting.  Sir, the most im-
portant thing about communication is the extension ol the South ‘!frunk 1.{051(_1 of Assam
through the Garo Hills, to connect the Tura-Mankachar voad. When this \\‘_lll be d_-.‘m(‘
it will be all right for us. This will be cither a provincial highway or a national high-
way. It will be national highway because it will 2> upto Bahadurabad. So, this pro-
ject can be considered  either as a provincial highw 1wy or a national hig‘hw;!\'.‘ Sir, one
of the District roads is also incomplete, and the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge is aware of
this fact.  Our Tura Bajajdoba road is incomple e 1 the portion from Tura up to the
25th mile is motorable.  The remaining 15 miles towards Bajajdoba_should also be
completed, and when this is done, it will be very convenient for Government officers to
visit Tura.. Of course, I am not concerned so mu:ch with the lacilities for the visiting
othcers, but I want better permanent communication for the public of the Garo Hll_ls.
This project should be taken up in  the first vear’s scheme as there are schemes for
making and improving roads in the District up to th* 10 th year of the scheme. I hope
the Hon'ble Minister-in-charge will kindly see that this most important part of the road
is taken up in the first vear’s scheme.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI :

begin with a Persian verse— the translation of the verse is that the condition of those
who fall in the strong current of a river in the dark night cannot be expected to be
known by those who live at an olympian height or heaven just like here in Shillong. Sir,
it is God alone who knows the condition of the millions living in the villages, and no
body can imagine it Every thing is available but these poor people cannot g;{; any thing
by any mecans. They come (o the town- -not once but many times—but thev ‘do not
get what they want. ‘The traders and merchants are now privileged people. But the
consumers who are the backbone of the nation,do not get what they require for their
daily life. T think the Hon'ble Premier who travelled throughout the Surma Valley very
recently this year had the occasion to know 1t at the time of attending the meetings of
the National War Front or rather the National Waste Front. Sir, sugar is unknown to
the villagers and as regards other commodities, they do not get them except in the
black market It is said that the cultivators are richer now as the agricultural produce
and paddy are fetching more money than before. Tt is a fact, but we should consider
that they do not get paddy throughout the whole year. If they exhaust the whole
amount of paddy that is grown at a {ime, what will happen when there will be failure
o{ crops ? They can scll thejr paddy at a high price to-dav to purchase other commo-
dltl}fs Or to satisfy the hunger of the Supply Oflicer or Inspectors, but what will be
thczr condition to-morrow ? Do the Government know what is being happened to
their plough cattle ? Sir, they arc dying no doubt of epidemics and they t:?u'c being sold
also at a very high price. ) X

I'he Hon’ble My, NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Sold to their cuitivators ?

Kh?_:m Bahac:]pr Maulavi MAHMUD ALI : Cultivators, in order to purchase their
necessaries of life, sell their cattle when they are hard-pressed. Sir, I like to press
that there should be a check to this sale and there should be some sort of arrangements
for the treatment of cattle which are dying of epidemics. Sir, T would have congratu-
lated the Government for the supply of eatable commodities to the public but forgtheil‘
failure in stopping the corruption amongst their officers, (rq €ts and merchants—it is
they who have aggravated the situation, They are ¢ncouraging corruptions Lhere -
there.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Hear, h-oar,
Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALT -

ployed, Sir. I want that this should be stopped and
for stopping corruptions of all kinds.

Sir, I can say about small-pox in the village that
Surma Valley. 1 do not know anything of this in As

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, as usual I will

\ ::lry meflicient people are being em-
the

overnment should take steps

s also

going very rapidly in
sam Valley, 4 :

It is going on in an
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epidemic form. 1 think Public Health Officers have not been able to copr with the
situation for want of medicines. 1 request the Government to take steps to take up
these things also in right earnest.

Sir. now I want to go ahead for future and like to say about Post-War Re-constru
tion Scheme. Sir, I do not know about this encouraging and hopeful future of thing
which we never expected before  Sir, of these schemes which are being taken or wihich
are not being taken we do not know. I should like to place some demands belore the
Government with the hope that full consideration will be given at the time of takine

O 1MMany «xw CAa

themn up. Sir, Surma Valley is subject to flood every year and we know,
sions our Hon’ble Prime Minister replied to some questions whenever put
that this Government have no capacity to tackle the matter.  Sir, in conuce .
Post-War Re-construction 1 hope, the Hon'ble Prime NMinister swall take 1t up asatas a
big problem, say a big scheme. Surma Valley is always in diliculty and i trouble for
this.

Sir, again I say about some small things, i.., about construction of some 1o el -f"'i
khals and bridges. I want to include if they are not already inclnded. I heard  that
Chairmen of the Local Boards and Subdivisional Oficers met 1in o meecting 10 Deputy
Commissioner’s Bungalow someday (I do not know which day) when they :
these things. I do not know the result of the discussions but 1 say, Sir, my supggestuons
for taking up the following may be taken into consideration:

Sheola Bridge,

Sada Khal Bridge,

Sylhet-Cachar Trunk Road,

Kaliganj Road (from Kaliganj 1o Karimganj),

Dighirpar Road, from Churkhai to Bhanga, and

Athgram Road from Karimganj. ;

Sir, I want to say that our Province is in want of two things, paper mills and
power looms. We have no mills. Sir, [ hope that Government will try to take
advantage...... st

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: What is the sccond ill, Sir

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: Cotton mills.

The DEPUTY SPEAKLER : ‘The hon. Member should speak distinctly.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI : Sir, so long no person, and no company
did take up these things. For want of these two kinds of industries this Province s
suffering a great deal. 1 hope this will also be taken into consideration in time.  Sir,
one thing I may stress. I am really congratulating the Government for taking up
the re-organisation of the Assal_n Provincial Madrassa Board which was overdue for
a very long time. Sir, I hope this will solve the Moslem Lducational problem in
future. Sir, I am afraid when T sec the provision. T think, it is a very poor
amount and efficiency W}}l suffer because better  hand will not be available [or
this purpose e}nd _already, Sir, we have heard many things about Madrassa cducation
and its cxam_matmﬂ- ‘EVC?Y year we find that question papers are made out, and this
year also as in oth(ff 3 Cars L the newspaper fanasakti of the 10th Falgoon you will find
under the column ““f537 3i°° there is a criticism of { : acti 3 adrass:

t = ol 15 ticism of the wrong action of the Madrassa
authority. Sir, I am afraid, if efficient hands are not tal I i
Madrassa education these wil] Eontinms e Ma(drq ; ) . (I(CH' Lo c.ontr.n ‘ .w cut_lr(‘.

5 assa cducation will sufler. 1 find
only Rs.25 as allowance have been provided for the Scerctary. I d know 1
the Secretary will take the responsibilit Fosr e cvjr(_t.ny.. do not know  how
I do not know the real position. [ b b4 l)r_t 1£ amount. IL' is not an horl}mury job.
L e e O EAlitE AP Hhis problemo[)c this will also be r:nn_s'lderr:d by the Government
iy seat. mn right earnest. With these words, I resume

Maulavi BADARUD ,

I thank the Hon’ble F]‘?igchHMEfD: Ml’- Deputy Speaker, Sir, at the outse!
anxiety he had for the Govcmnf: M”“S“}l“, in spite of great stress and strain and
¢nt during “the period of the financial year that is

coming to close, he has be
al akh and at ,the same teirr]nrﬁabl: iy s e Budgeta surplus ene by abaut hulf
¥und for Post-War Re-construction ‘Q?}i:ﬂ? SRR R, SeRates 1 The Ristites

it ths Howse,
i with

hiscussed

}

B e
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As the Waris waging in the Assam frontier the Province is threatened with a
menacing situation and the Government to cope with the situation have taken steps
by way of procurement scheme, supply of foodstuils from outside }hc Prt_)x-‘xm:h}
controlling of the price of all essential commodities and supply of free rations ‘to
the low paid Government servants. For all these schemes I must thank the Govlen-
ment.  But the policy and the procedure by which these schemes have been put into
practice deserve adverse criticism. = _ { .

Government appear to be very anxious to run thc‘_ administrative machinery and so
they are pleased to supply free rations to the low paid Government servants. bh‘oulgl
not. Government think of the lot of the low paid cmployees of the Local Bodies *
They are also as much hard hit as the Government servants, A (1'.'1_.3"~111b01‘11'cr, to-day
carns more than what an employee of the Local Body carns. There has been a
tendency on the part of every employee of the Local Bodics to go out of the Board
and to take to some private undertaking. If the Government do not come to the
rescuc of the Local Bodies, administration of these may come to a stamd§trll in the
near future. The Local Bodies cannot be expected to impose fresh taxation on the
rate  payers  who have already been overburdened with the existing
taxation and the abnormally high prices of the essential commodities of life.
I understand the provisions of the Essential Services Ordinance have been
extended to the Local Bodies, employees. If it is so, and if an employee

goes out, will 1t be justifiable to haul up a man under the Ordinance when under the
provisions of the same he does not get the benefit ?

Sir, I am  happy to note that two local
appointed in  the Surma Valley for {)rocurcmcnt of rice and paddy. But
it is sad to note for the Assam Va ley where paddy is produced in
greater quantity than Surmg \"_all(‘y, the appomntment of the procurement Agency has
gone to onc and only to one lon_:lgn company ; and still more sad to note that another
appointment for procurement of other local produces such as dal, gur, mustard seeds
has also recently gone to the outsiders. Itisa fac} that Assam Valley people for want
ol capital cannot take to business. Here, Sir, capital is furnishéd from the Govern-
ment treasury. No justification I can find for :his step-motherly treatment towards
the Assam Valley people by our popular Government.

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has rightly observed that curing the year prices
of the foodstufls, except sugar and salt have gone to three or four times higher
than the pre-war prices. The Government have taken the supply of the foodstuffs
and other commodities in their hands and rationing has been introduced in the
I\/I.u:.]i(:lp;ll towns. Have they been able to bring down the prices to some appreciable
minimum ? I should say, Sir, no! The supply of the foodstufls is below the requi-
red minimum. The villagers hardly get } a seer of sugar for a family of 10 to 15
members for a month. TFor dearth of sugar they take gur from bazars at the
abnormally high price of Re.1-8-0 per secer. During the early part of the vyear for
transport difficulty no imported gur reached the Mangaldai Subdivision. Now the
price of local gur has been controlled and as a result of this,—gur has disappeared from
markets !'hose who cannot go without sugar or gur have been now under the cir-
cumstances compelled to go to black markets. So, Sir, we have been taucht to
steal. The poor people who cannot afford to pay the price in black ‘nnrke?s used
to take common salt as a substitute of sugar or gur. In the latter part of Feb;uar stock
last of salt in the Mangaldai Subdivision was exhausted and many of the poor v;fllagers
had to go without food for several days together for want of gqly Sirp if the reason
of this anomaly is asked the reply can be anticipated. The stercotyped reply will be
the transport difliculty. T also admit for M1111§ary movement therglis trgri Yort diffi-
culty. This difficulty must be good for all times and for all imported r‘(I))odS But
you will be surprised to hear that this transport difﬁculty is polt met %mth " when
arhar dal is imported to Mangaldai. In Mangaldai there 18 altend e than four
thousand maunds of arhar dal in stock and again during the 1“2; 4 r]r{mrf Fe‘bruary
nearly one thousand maunds of the same dai had heey, sent iiis ;foc o(} the repea-
ted intimation to the Government to stop sending , ey

: . rhar dal. The space which
required for sending arha- dal might have been utilised for sendiug salt pand other
necessary goods.

Agencies have been
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Sir, it is happy to note that the villagers like to have their quota ol ¢ ontrolled
gOOdS from the Consumers (,'r;-r:prrr;uivc Stores. For this reason numbers of Stores
of them

have been organised ; but for dual control over the organised Stores many
have not got their registration in Mangaldai, The Subdivisional Ofhcer 13 the man
on the spot who is the only authority to supply the controlled goods to the Storcs,
Even if a Store is organised by the honorarv organisers and  the circle officer, if the
Subdivisional Officer does not oppose it, the store does not get the supply. If the
application for its registration is sent direct to the Registrar, it requircs a long time
before it gets its registration  For this dual form of Government oves the Consumers’
Co-operative Stores in Mangaldai desired numbers of stores have not come into exists
ence. Hence whatever supply the Government had been able to give to the people
it had come mainly through the retail dealers. It depends entirely on the honesty
and good sense of the retailers.

Since the demand of food is increasing from all corners of the carth it is & time
to grow more food. In spite of this demand some cannot grow food just for their

requirement for want of land. Government must take a definite policy of land scttle-
ment. It should not be left in a hazy and uncertain state. 1f cultivable  waste-
land is available it should be scttled with the landless people of the Province forth.
with ; this step will, at lcast, lighten the burden of feeding these landless people.
For want of a definite policy for settlement of land batch after batch of landleas
people from outside have been coming to this Province. Once a definite policy
1s adopted the door of immigration will be stopped for good.

Tr) some extent the question of Grow More Food Campaign  may be solved by
releasing waste and jungle lands lying under the possession of the Tea Association of
Assam and settling them with the landless.  1The companies have kepl ey lying waste
for long years past allowing them to overgrow with jungle. These jungles have
beconic a menace to the paddy fields which lie within the neighbourhood ol “these
jungles. Government should take steps to release all these lands even on payment
of compensation and settle them with the landless of the Province. ;

Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY :  Mr,
Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am glad to congratulate our Finance Minister for presenting i
surplus Budget before the House. It is no doubt very gratifying to find that cven amidst
the gloomy economic atmosphere of our neighbouring Provinces—Bengal and Orissa and
nay the whole of India, he has been able to draw a very happy picture of our Province.
Our Budget is certainly an index of our poverty and plenty, misery and happiness, our
fall and rise in the scale of human values.

Post-War Reconstruction and planning arc in the air to day, and arc engaging
the attention of both the Government and the public. The Hon’ble Finance Minister
has given much importance to the post-war planning and schemes. In the very
beginning of his speech he says:—

««While comm_it(tied to all these inevitable and nccessary expenditures Government .
has not bcglrcli_uanm ful of the tact that deficiencies of the present cxpcnditurc in our \
Natlon'b“‘f mgcc%pzzlrtmcnts will have to be made up for in the post-war period. We
have gl?-rfh%rfvar lTehct?, C(;nserve part of our resources to be spent with better advant-
?rgoinangxt year pl:ol‘;i_des for E}‘:irsa’l;.RcconStruCtion Sumlwiuel v popess 1 SMSEEEESS

may ca '

]S?’zt‘:'%ir’ v)-:re ﬁnc;ttiztﬂ;]ce 21:: rll?:tSt W?rvReconstrugtiO_n Budget. _
tion planning will have to be hased Splained. the principles gn whici the e
Il{ construction Committees h based. The activities of some of the All-India Post War
signs- [ 1hay meftion Educaat;f(;:na]rouscd in our mind some misgivings and apprchen-

rost-War Educational Develg al planning of the Central Advisory Board j'or' .
1o opment by Mr, John Sargent-—Educational Gommissioner

to the Government of India 8 : . :
Igalal and other non-oﬁicialarllgaé}::?‘snow SGTCINGT L Tliting Ty S S

It was the policy of ' .
ems that the gttitu}:ig Otfh‘t?lg‘}lfemment of India Act of 1935 to decentralise, but if
Reform age and centralise all thCCOnstrut_:tion Committees is to take us back to the Pre-
e - * the power in the hands of an United India. The future of

B
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1 note of warning to every Member

anger and I sound L :
ready to saleguard the inter-

our Provincial Autonomy 1s 10 d ¢ _
lesson from this and be

of the House who should learn a
ests of this country.

Now Education is & prov
the guidance of Hon'ble Sir Jogen

Board proposes :(— ey
“I!t iR‘(i('ﬁil'.tl)lt‘. that the Central Government should relieve

ment of the financial responsibility for the University Education.”
; - = kil
il‘lil;l(il;:\‘li)ﬁ?lt)‘],(}.bllmt the Central Government sh.uuhl‘rclic\'a._‘ the Provincial Govern-
ment of the financial responsibility for the Unnx:.rsny l‘.du.(:fi.ltmn'.' : g ot
Thus, in the name of financial r(:lw!, the .untr;\l_ Boau‘ \\d‘{l[h to H;{il- ,duc‘a_
tion—at any rate, University ]':(1“"11““;‘!' under the direct control of an wand  or
ni ia ¢ nake it a central subject. _ .
' Illt;::inll(;(liﬂ:. 1111\121&1 klr. Sargent has climli-sscd that ‘Education as cn\'lsil_:-‘i*-‘d by the
Central Advisory Board embodies many of the cdu‘cutlon:‘xl 1dc.;’15 contained in the
original Wardha Scheme issued under the auspices of Mr. (rf\l).dhi .
Again, he has expressed  his  helplessness and says—‘‘Between them t!u_‘,y have
undertaken nearly all the spade work and my task has been limited to editing the

materials which they produced”’.

So it seems that Mr. Sargent, our Educational Adviser to the Government of
India, was acting as a glorified clerk, an editor, a tool in tlfe hands of his superior and
unwillingly gramophoned his chief, the President of the Board’s voice.

It may be within the recollection of this House that Wardha Scheme started under
the then Congress Government raised a storm throughout the whole of Muslim India
and the Government was compelled to withdraw the Scheme. It seems that the Cen-
tral Advisory Board is working as a Benamadar of the Wardha Committee. They want
to Gandhi-ise in the whole of Iadia. Moreover, Sir, they have prefixed the word
‘pational’ before education.  We do not believe in one Nation Theory. The people of
India are not one nation, but they are, in the words of Molotov, multinational.  Any
planning based on one nation must be resisted at all cost, because education cannot be
considered apart from culture and everyone knows that in this country these are
expressions of widely divergent cultures. Legislature is the most cffective organ  of our
public opinion, and I shall be failing in my duty if 1 do not bring it to the notice of
the Government that the Sargent Educational Scheme is brimful of many controversial
subjects both in piinciple and in their execution, and cannot be accepted until it has
passed through the strict and rigorous test of thorough examination. May 1 urge
upon the Government of Assam to move the Government of India, so that the anti-
?V'Iitlﬁlcm educational planning adumbrated by the Central Board may not be proceeded

. Sir, WC_undcrstand that the present Director of Public Instruction, Mr. Sen, is
going to retire very soon and the question of appointing a new Director of Public Ins-
truction is under the consideration of the Government. May I bring it to the notice
of the Government that after the advent of the British adminisct,ra.tion in Assam no
Muslim has ever been permanently appointed as Director of Public Instruction. In
the past Muslim education has suffered much and the educational needs of the com-
munity have not been adequately satisfied. We know that now a chance has come for
appointing a Muslim as Director of Public Instruction. I must clarify my point on this
issue. I have no interest in any particular candidate.. Any suitable and co tent
Muslim officer will satisfy our demand. I am sure, I am only voicing th mpe c_nf
the entire Muslim public of the Province when I say that the present ch% ncceo?pmlox.l o
ing a Muslim officer if lost will seriously wound the feclings of the Musli appoll;;'t-
in general and Muslem Members of the Legislature in particular. m  public
) In the words of our Finance er}lstcr _though Education claims the Lion’s share
in the Budget I am not happy for his attitude towards the Muslim Education. T
jast June a very historical Assam ’Muslirp Educ.at'ional Conference was held ‘at S.y!hc]rtl
under the Presidency of the Hon’ble Prime Minister. But I am surprised to find, Sir,

But Mr. Johi' Sargent under

incial and voted subject. v : ) )
dra Singh, the President of the Central Advisory

the Provincial Govern-
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that many of the unanimous demands of the Muslims such as to open  at lrast two
Islamic Intermediate colleges in the Province have not received the consideration it
deserved. .Wt' hU]JC that (;‘uvcr;””,-,” will kindly ‘_-iv;r cffect to the recommendations
of the C(fllfffl‘(:ll(lf: and establish two colleges. one in cach Valey. We asc, howgver,
g]ad'lﬂ find .l}!:”' Hon’ble Minister, Education has kindly recommended his scheme for
making provision in the Budget for reorganisation of the Assamn  Provincial Madrassa
Board and er an Assistant Inspector of Schools which is long over due.  We also appre-
ciate the policy of the Hon’bje Minister of Fducation for his proposal of .lili“lilllv.iuf-: a
truly ‘porhesgar’ and scholar Ulema as the principal of the Sylhet Aha Madrassi,

'In this connection desire to express the general opinion of the Muslim Com-
munity t'hzlt the representation of the ('ummlmi{y in Class I and Il of the Assiun School
Services is deplorably poor. All are aware that the number of Muslim  Head and
Assistant ]-It:a(_] Masters and Muslim Deputy Inspectors 1s disgracefully small. It s
urgent that this genuine grievance of the community should be redressed as carly  as
PO-"S’}’I,C‘ I request the Hon’ble Minister of Education to take immediate action by
cxth}dmg the principle of Muslim representation in Class I and IT of the Assam Schoo)
Services.

With these few words, Sir, I resume my seat.

Srijut JOGES CHANDRA GOHAIN: Mr. Speaker Sir, the preparation of »
Budget entails a lot of troubles and mental anxictics. Our Finance Minister whao s
mainly responsi ble for the Budget of the Province had surecly to pass through many y
worried night in preparing the Sudget under discussion.  The Hon'ble Finance Minig-
ter deserves our thanks on that account. The Hon’ble Finance .\Iini':it«‘r. Mmorcover
presente | the Budget with a fine speech explaining the complexities in simple and
lucid language and further therein he has given many informations which we coulq
not gather from the Budget. The Budget under consideration on the whole though
not quite as bright as we desire is not a gloomy one. In this abnormal time we can-
not hope for a better Budget. I, therefore, heartily congratulate the Hon’ble Finance
Minister.

Before coming to the Budget, I think, it will not be out of place to draw the atten.
tion of the Hon’ble Ministers that many Members of this Hon’ble House feel them.
selves disappointed and discouraged to place their suggestions before them g they
very scldom give ]1.(:(:(1 to these suggestions. Not to speak of taking action on  thege
suggestions and grievances, some of the Hon’ble Ministers easily manage to forget theyy,
as soon as the Budget is passcd and the session is over. By the above, I speak s
minds of many of my Friends and I hope the Hon’ble Ministers will give due corg.
deration they dcserv'c. ]

The sources of income of t_he Assam  Government are not very clastic and they are
few. Unless the Nation Building Departments are fully developed, the future of Assamn
is nothing but gloomy. Ifwe arc to keep pace with other advanced provinces of India,
the Government II;IUS%bS prepared to develop our Nation Building Departments at all
costs. But fromNt < uBg?lt Speech of the Hon’ble Finance Minister we learn that
development of _atlfénh ul dl,r,lg Departments are left to be included as part of ¢<Post-

War RC?On’trucﬁlon c C?]CS and for the purpose a fund has been created. These
works will tie tahzn 1:}!1) 0}? y sometime after the cessation of hostilities and no body can
say Posmvec}i’ wanci] re Osghhes will cease.  Hence unless the fields for these works
arckkcpt ready prepared, the Post-War Reconstruction Schemes will have a diflicult
task. ‘
The Euc:ﬁ)cgus.thgrv.;,airlll;nfgrcment on the receipt side by many lakhs, say from Land
Revenue by » Irom Provincial Excise by about 10 lakhs, from income-tax
by 11 lakhs and further the Government is relieved now from meetin the cost of t] .
Assam Rifles to the extent of 8 lakhs. Out of all these Government g 14 have _;c
given sqmcthmg more for the Nation Building Departments. Still T h((:‘)Ol:3 ()u; (10?;'13.1 ¥
ment will se¢ their way to give something substantial for the Nation ~Building Depart

ments.
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04.
B B sovernment is land
The main source ol income of (he Assam ('m“mf]_ ;‘rmu e
1*’; -1‘.1 of the total income of our Government u.m.lu 51‘1 s ‘.m.w
Lz .lll.l'lm:l revenue of the Provinee is the llif-lh“‘\.t‘m llu Il 1 ybbing
- . - . . < ¥
eyl um stage further than which will be nothing g t:l‘ l'n:;d
~ IMGANIN s " . . v re ss1o0n ¢ .
the n .n, ;.,unm:t have completely withdrawn ‘!ht “l(llll\jl. St B (10\'ei‘nmcnt
YRED La0un he culuvators are getting high prices for thein piady e, - : 5 -
Rene L ten o ler that though they are getting high prices for lh;lr l)rodlllce>a they
Y to consider thy o » other wavs to o U their daily neces-
irship L!:;f;iuthrr hand 1o pay Ligh prices in many other ways to ge S -
arc on . '

o
withdrawin g

T¢venue. More
nce alone The
it has reached
the people. This
revenue on the

saries of life. So in my opinion the Government is not fully justified in
the L.“.ld rcv(jl‘llll(‘ I‘C‘mI-h-::l,l;:zl::-i i:::)'!.lu' by llll‘n\\'i"&l' open lands to Qu“ldcrs i
g |)U1!'~}} . “Nl:ll\; ln:‘: n ulnim-i by this Government. Governme
. as rece = | I { ) o i 4
p!_']l;]Y ‘:'lt.)l:::hb:‘:\'i.\inu for the children of the soil if"' thm!nltum :
(:: x‘:nn::-;- makes the Government to sett]e lands \:‘ltl]l n'l:t‘\;:u't_\-' o
( o R T accoO 1 ] o < :
“.'r nll‘l‘ tu{ll:cli“l{:l']:;:"t:;i’::;(.\(\.:(‘Zil:ln{‘]‘:. ::t-‘l ‘l:,\('t llt:mi fit -l‘n}’ vult.i\-a‘linn. Then .kocping
(")V.N-“"-llcflllicivnt portion of it for the children of the soil tor their lufurc. extension—the
aPml'l:lt.l:‘cr«'.: be any, may be settled with outsiders of certain denomination, h
il it is true, a u:r)' large aren of land in diflerent parts of Assam are .IY”_‘g Waste.,
But the lgrc:ntcr part ol these .\'n—vnllm‘l waste i.'uu‘ls [‘;l-nf lt:i:.?'llt;lirmrvrylf‘lf:!\; -tll}l'::llg ll'llld:\
called ‘Jalduba’ or land Iying on the hill sides- - unh‘l lmt‘uf i .‘_mr e b f‘505: (:.lhb(_‘b
of lands be scttlcd,_ the ultimage result wil) be, 1;15(<E.u‘ O-i' ht'(:ml T'« "i‘l ILCGO il\lLOlI]e,
the Government will haye @ constant  source of c.\])'( I.l(\.lf:ll-- Ld_()n ¥ ol f‘]e Overnment
will have to incur expenses fn.r Improvement of these .u.n..’!.\ !,. e l\{l}:}éth.or C‘I‘OPS by floods
will compel Government o give up land revenue b)’-\\’«l‘)\f" lfaglfh‘;l()ﬂ : -lllther,
ment will have to pay Compensation too for damages of Crops by flood and 146
will have to incur expenses by way of

a dangerous
ut should first
extension., If greed
ers without making provision
A volicy, Let

ahtly ll}C}r

velief. I hope the Government will take into

msideration the above before I:mnching the campaign of throwmg open furthey lands
( A p ot T B ) - .
::o outsiders. If lands arc settled with paupers having no cattle or

capital the object

of the Grow More 'ood (klmp;\_ign :1.15:) \\"ill be E‘rustrzl‘t‘e(_:!- fish "
Of all the subjects under discussion, bupply‘ and Civil clcnce

tant to us at the present time, After thc‘ 93, gmvcrnm‘c‘m, when

form the Ministry, it was mainly in consideration of these two

issues that the present
Ministry could secure the Support of many of the Mcnibcrb‘- 20 - the Ministr FRAtio
now shirk the responsibilities on these twq tssues. I shall now ¢

two issues only

As regards Civil Defence—- up till now _the  Department hag not been tested
and we have not been able (o cxamine their fitness or of what‘metal they are
made of. §q long what we have seen of them, we find most of the officers of
the A.R. P, o move about in the strects on motor cars, either op officia] duty

or meeting friends and relatives or enjoying  pleasure trips, _ They cannot Mmove
an inch without 1S S0 much

a car— so hardy they are. When petrol
city for the public,

in scar.
the A. R. P. officers are allowed any amount of Petrol for
their use. Whether they use it in enjoyment of pleasure
of official duties, there js

trips or in dj
one to check or question them. Thege A.R P

have got nothing to do and they have been enjoying pensions  fo, future works.
Though we are not sure how they will fare dunng a raid, we get Samples of
their works now and then. In Dibruga.rh town the A, R.

* “€Partment took
up census of the pepulation there. Relying on ‘the aboye o
Ap R.P. Department, it was decided

ber, 1943. But on examination it was found
; aécuraciés and ruistakes. So the
:in te. This time also the Department was ent
N diry just .on the eve of my departure fr : to learn (h,,
qullq then even numbering of t(he houses have not been finished. §

t1

of duty and responsibility of these ollicers on whom we rely for o
:isflnsceaqe of araid. It is true Governme

> Y ur saf'ety
nt have been spending hberal]x for the
fety of the people, but I doubt if Government have taken any notice
safe

as to
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entrusted with such

lity of these ofhicers who have been
for the

Whatever it may be Government have done something

done absolutely nothing for the rural areas.

Government have budgeted to
thus laid out for pro-
managed it

the ability and reliabi
heavy responsibilities.
urban areas but they have
As regards supplies of foodstuffs and cloths,
lay out over five crores on these accounts. The monecy
curement of foodstuffs and cloths is an investment and if properly
will not only mitigate the sufferings of the people, but the original sum laid
out will return to the coffer with interest But what we find in actual field?
Government have laid out a big amount for purchase of foodstuffs and cloths and
entrusted certain officers with the management of the same. If the officers thus

entrusted duly perform their duties, be fair and just in their dealingy, that will
of necessi-

greatly help in mitigating the sufferings of the people due for want

ties. But the defect lics here—selfish motive prompts some of these ofhcers to

disrcgard the intention of the Government, to meet their own ends. Govern-

ment too do not care how the matter has been going on. Thus being uncheck-
worse day by day.

ed the question of supplies has been going on from bad to
Then, again when the goods come to the market, the
them at the rate and quantity suited to their will. There is
the customers are at the meccy of the shopkeepers.
Government have controlled the prices of certain commodities. But this is all
in papers. Nonc to enforce and check them. Many commodities cannot be had
in open market but you will get them in abundance in black market. These

are all naked truth, but nonc to check. In some cases they are going on at
the connivance of the officers in power and concern.

Goyernment have appointed a set of Sub-Inspectors, and Inspectors to check
and control prices.  But these inexperienced and young officers are too simple
for the clever shopkeepers. They have totally failed to check black-marketing

these young oflicers

shopkeepers distribute
none to check and

and control prices. So I beg to suggest that in supplement to
other experienced officers and some non-official gentlemen also in their respective
localities be empowered to check and control prices.

Many

During the last November Session there was a Food Debate for five days.
estions were rpadc to improve the condition of supply.  What steps Government
have been taking in these respects, I do not know, but in actual field till now we don’t
find any improvement, but in some cases it is rather getting worse.

In my opinion the amount laid out by the Government for procurement of
foodstufls 15 quite sufficient for the purpose and it will to a great extent mitigate the
gufferings ot the people provided the distribution be fair and just and there be proper
checking: Go{yernmen}: must look to and work to this end. ~But the amount laid out
for purchase © cloths should, in my opinion, be increased, so that besides the standard
cloth; Otlllt?rngffrtrii:itd?;?s z‘md also threads can be distributed from the Government

T her o Suggesiotrll:ct rc?sons cannot lay out an increased amount on this
R e pexshitted. to impost clgchas ﬁV:l w}tlzll-to-do. and reliable firms in cach Sub-
Sl:guld be limited in number to facilit?llt]c t(;hl;:ecéﬁiglrcct]y Gty millss Ruek HEpS

ood Committee ;
: ﬁ}nFDeccmber, 1943“’3?[ I;n‘mcd by Government and published in the Gazette some-
tjime 11 roe At bes » 4 GO not know of other towns but in Dibrugarh the
Comm‘:/t/as the Commitrt)‘e(:dgled by the Deputy Commissioner. What this delay is due
o 2 Was o onwble poormed to hoodwink the public ?  However, I draw the
attcntlon o n g ¢ Premier on these points. ’
s announce piA

ét;oam ‘e L oF Dl::;lg atg){o that within the Municipal areas, ration cards would be
jssuc frer it was ann ember, 1943. Government failed to issue rati ’ ds th
The:sztclf,;Ms Thisc;?r?lzcglsg a(t; ration cards would be issued fron: : tlltl): IC;EEr vieék cr:).f

an p R v overnment fai .

£ set Offfzsslstt}? nt tRatlomng Officer for iSSuingfal:;(tli-onNé)a\:dfovgnmem s appqmtcd
delay (1 n:lloth f:li‘ twn or three months in issuing ration cards, I:;m'eanS theé'c[rWll]l %
understa e intention of the Government for delaying matters wli?chvi;z:y tlh;:zf:ls:lvtc(;

sugg

account )
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admit to be very urgent.  We hope, with the issue of ration cards the public will be

much relieved of their troubles they now experience. So 1 hope the Government wil]
do its best for issue of ration cards as carly as possible.

I am afraid I am taxing the patience of the hon. Members. So I shall dw

ell on
only another point and finish my speech.

Since the formation of the present Ministry my community due to its backwardness
in matters of education has been drawing pointed attention of the Government to grant
a few special scholarships in schools and colleges, to increase the percentages of free-
studentships in Government High Schools, and grant a number of free-studentships in
aided and Middle English Schools like the tribals, scheduled and Mecslem boys. The
Government promised to take up these cases while revising the rules of the Assam

I do not know whether the revised rules are ready now and whether

School Manual.

the claims of the Ahom community have been favourably considered and their prayers
granted.  But in the Budget under review I do not see any provision being made op
the above account. Hence I hereby beg to draw the

: attention of the Hon’ble Educa-
tion Minister to this point.

With these few words, T beg to resume my seat

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourne 1931 .% 4
- journed ti] AM, on Monday, the 6th l\farch’
SHILLONG, 1 A. K. BARUA
< 3
The 30th March 1 ‘)-M.f S

crelary, Legislative Amzmb{y, Assar,
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