


TR - et SR

s i £

1944 553

Proceedings of the Fourteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative Assem-
bly, assembled under the provisions of the Government of India
Act, 1935

Tue Assemniy met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 A.m., on Thursday,
the 23rd March, 1944

PRESENT :

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the nine Hon’bie
Ministers and forty-nine Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)
Re Security prisoners Nibaran Dutta and Jiten Sarma

$Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

*93  Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Nibaran Dutta, a security prisoner, has been home interned again
after the term of his parole expired ?

(b) 1fso, why ?

(¢) Whether he did anything wrong which necessitated his internment ?

(d) 1f not, whether they propose to release him ?

*94. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Jiten Sarma, 2 security prisoner, has been transferred from Sylhet
Jail to Silchar Jail ?

(b) If so, why ?

(¢) Whether they propose to release him ?

(d) If not, why not ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

93. (a)—He applied for release after his parole was up and was released under res-
trictions.
(b)—Bzcause Governinent _co.nsidcrcd a restrictive order would be sufficient to
ensure against any prejudicial activity.
(¢)—No such activity has been reported so far.
(d)—He is already at liberty subject to the terms of the restrictive order.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, may I know how long this restriction
will remain on this person ? ) !

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That will
depend upon the activities of this restrictee. If we get continuous reports that he has
not taken part in any subversive movement or is not exciting the public against the
constitutional Government, then the restriction order may be withdrawn.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I know, Sir, at what interval the
Government get the reports about the activities of these people ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Baiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 call for

vi

reports from the district authorities during the course of my reviewing the cases.

Normally, such cases will be reviewed in about 6 weeks’ time.
-——'_"-—_-— ——

TStarred questions Nos.93-94 were put by Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri on authorisation.
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Sir, may I know whether the be-

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:
is taken into consideration at the

haviour of a prisoner during the period of parole
time when the further restriction orders are passed. 1 mean to say whether the be-

haviour during the period of parole is not a consideration at the time when restriction
orders are passed ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir, normally
the period of parole does not exceed more than 10 days and that is too short a perjod

to judge the conduct of anyone.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I could not follow exactly, Sir,

Whether these cases are reviewed at the end of each month or at any prescribed

eriod ?
A The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Ordinarily I

review these cases in about 6 weeks’® time. .
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Sir, do Governmentreceive reports with regard

to these internees every 6 weceks ? ‘
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I call for

these, Sir. . o
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, if the order of restriction is not
passed and if the prisoner is required to go back to the prison again, whether his case is
taken into consideration thercafter if he goes back to prison at the end of parole ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, Sir,

that is done. .
Will Government issue standing order to -

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : !
the effect that in such cases the report should be submitted to them every 6 weeks

without issuing fresh order every time ? ,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir, it is not
necessary to issue any standing order because I generally review the cases in about 6
weeks’ time. There is no need to issue a standing order becausc the Chief Secretary

calls for reports from the Deputy Inspector General of Police and then these reports are
placed before me.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Has the Deputy Inspector General or
Inspector General of Police any discretion to withhold these reports, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir, he has

no right to do so when I call for them.
The Hon ‘1131(: IIVIaulaw Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
g%ri(ji:)t tﬁé&?ﬁf}?ﬁﬁfﬂ released and restricted to his home village.
i i S“c-ha?jlgﬁ\UDHURI . T wanted to know, Sir, why he was
%}111: H}(;(I)]nlzilzﬁ 1h€l\iPEAK_ER ¢ s there any answer ?
3 ; e aulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - No, Sir,
there is no answer to that. | thought as he has been released, there was no necessity

to answer that.
A!‘ea under Cinchona cultiVﬂtiOl‘l

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

i gﬁl ?c;v?rnment be pleased to stat
a e total area . S . :
(5, The acreage ad(lllélc? f:; ?51; EI; (;na cultivation in the Province ?
z‘? ?}11{:: tlzfitérl’llleasic;l reador Cxtension in 1943 ?
Ee’)) Minimum ageng?;l e existing trees and the area covered by them ?

e pla t .
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUIFTAI\:VS;A;V;CH cm.chona} can be extracted ?
05. (a)—18 acres. R ALT replied :

(b)—About 10 acres,

(¢)—100 acres, if the hon Member 1944,
means .

-
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(d)—About 11 years, in one acre. .
(e)-—About 1 year, but the highest percentage of quinine cannot be obtained

under 7 years.
Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT: Will the Hon’ble Minister please confirm

that the total acreage under cinchona cultivation in this Province is 18 acres ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: 28 acres and 100 acres are
being added since then. e

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Is 28 acres all that we have ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: We have started a bold scheme
of planting 100 acres a year. i3 ; .

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Will the Hon’ble Minister take it from me
that 100 acres a vear is not a very bold scheme ?

tSrijut RO}}IINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: It has been said that the total area
is 28 acres. How long it has taken Government to plant that area ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNA WWAR ALI: Cultivation was first started in
1867. ; :
TBabu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: What is f]lc m}nu;ﬂ average ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALL: This is a matter of simple arithmatic

TSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Do I understand, Sir, that out of ar;
extension of 100 acres only 10 acres were added in 1943 ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: 10 acres have been added and 100

L -« bein added. e "
moreTsllt‘:iz.hst lil(gHIN% KUMAR CI—IAUD_HURI: I'he answer is that 10 acres were
added i11119£13 and 100 acres are in experiment, I\fi)" question is whether out of e
100 aeres cqtin,latcd, only 10 acres have been planted in 1943 ?

The Hon’ble Mauiavi I\f’lUNAW.\'VAl'.{ Al.l: That has been planted alread
but we have another 100 acres about which jungles have been cleared and seedlin
érown tll?at is to say, in the course of 1944 :111;3}}1&1' 108\{:101@5 will be planted. gs

graas b I KUMAR CHAUDHURI: as not the origing] :
fSrijut ROHIN on of 100 acres ? 3 Cstimate

i 4 the lantati ‘

mad?fll'lllc ll?léi'{?li M;g;lavi MUNAWWAR ALIL: Il the hon. Member would ¢

antation and the character and habits of cinchona plail;;e
S

inchona pl g g :
LO kno“i'daboigi(;:ﬁrc ]ao];lowpat least 8 mouths’ time before planting.
ew?lli/[r C%I;AIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Is it not a fact th
uring 1943 ? ]
months during 1055 0 1avi MUNAWWAR ALI: . The whole year v

The Hon’ble A A a8 not avaj
ble and it is for that reason I am coming forward with a supplementary Hidian

demand g
00,000 tomorrow. 5 o
B abOUtIDRSY-A) NATH MOOKERJEE: Why the whole Year was jot i
avail-

at there were 12

TMr. BA
able ? . . !
) aulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The bulk of _ i
The Hon’ble M ng and tree-cutting and many other indiSpctI};e Period g

engaged in jungle clearing 2 ™ sable i
nagic% inclchling growing of SECdImE’SﬁR EE: At the ti prelimi-
+Mr BAIDYANATIH M(p)OK JEE: At the time could not Assam Qo

' visuali hing ern-

: 11 these things ! .
ment’rxﬁzuaifllzi,%]e Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALIL: 1t was not the lagt o L
oo th . of current year that we laun_cheﬂ the bigger scheme. Ut 1t was
in ;ht’:d()rurs%KIDYANATH MOO_KEBJEE: I\:Iy question was iy pe 0

elv the estimated area for extcnsion 1n 1943. Thereply is 100 acres. gard tq ©
namely the estimatct X070 MUNAWWAR ALL: 100 acres in 1944

= SPEAKER : When was the estimate maqg 3"

The Hon’ble the : . - . :
) faulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: During (h.
The Hon’ble Ma t utilised. ©  Curreng Budget

year. The whole year was 1o

— —

1Speech not corrected.




‘
556 QUESTIONS [23rD MAR. 4
i

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : If the best Government can do since 1867
is to plant 28 acres of cinchona, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to seriously

consider the desirability of handing this important subject over to a commercial:

undertaking ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: As I have stated the other
day on the floor of this House, we have decided upon a bold scheme for plan-'

ting 100 acres annually and taking into account what the predecessor Governments
did, it must be conceded that it is a bold scheme and that Government have
a whole heart about it.

¥ Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May we know when that bold decision
was taken ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: In course of the current year.

iMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: When ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The decision was finally accepted
in the month of July last, speaking off hand.

+ Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know, Sir, if the cultiva-
tion was commenced in 1867, how the highest age of the existing tree is 11 vears ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Because the successive Govern-
ments thought quite differently from the present Government and it was simply
in an experimental stage and experiments were being made to see whether the climate
and soil justified increasing of acreage to any large extent.

+ Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Do I understand that before the
year 1933 therc was not a single cinchona plant, although the cultivation
commenced in 1867 ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The whole history of cinchona
plantation has been prepared under my orders. If the hon. Member will
care to know it, I can belp him with & ccyy. Difliient Covarn ents teck diffirent
views on the matter. Some Governments perhaps thought it fit to obtain their supplies
from other countries, whereas the present Government decided to produce it here

+ Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Was the cinchona cultivation
abandoned by Government for any period ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: This is what T should hardly
tell off hand. However, I shall help him with a copy of the history, if he is anxious
to know about It.

+ Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: My question is whether at any time
before 1943, this system of having cinchona cultivation in the Province was
altogether discarded by Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi  MUNAWWAR ALI: Practically there was no
necessity for a SYaS:lCﬂ;‘-{Pe?iEZ tthCTC fv%rc sporadic attempts made by the predecessor
Governments as o nt, as ave already told the hon. Housec.

+ Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CI{AUDI{URI: K/Iay I know in what arca -this
cultivation was starte‘d and is still existing ?

The Ho'n ble M“}-«Jﬁ"ﬁ MUNAWWAR ALT: The largest area is at' Umsaw
about 26 miles from 5Shi lt:ng and in another place 34 miles from Shillong near
Nongpoh, and in the poc 1ets of Gar.o Hills which last one appeared to be a
failure; and in sporadic places in Mikir Hills.

Sirijut ROHINI KUN{,AR CHAUDHURI: Then all
the Gauhati-Shillong Road

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR AT 2
the Ga.uhati-Shillong Road.

+ Sirijut ROHINI %(UMAR CHAUDHURT :
other place in Assam I

- sble Maulavi

< fh?vvgszr;b félor}:nfnittee tl\lfa}tH\IiAWWAR ALI: There is the recommendation
of the s available. The Wi]sonn o1 area about Nongpoh 2,500 acres of suitable
land wa report visualises other areas with bright future
T Speech not Corrected, T .

this cultivation is on
Most of the cultivation is on

Is there no cultivation in any
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T Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Has any other area been found in
Assam  besides the Gauhati-Shillong road ? Are there no other districts found
suitable for the purpose ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Not yet

¥ Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Is it not a fact that in the Garo Hills
there are sufficient land suitable which was recommended by the Wilson Report ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I have already said about
Garo Hills.

Mr. F.W. BLENNERHASSETT: Mr. Speaker, Sir, if bright futures for
cinchona cultivation in other areas in Assam do exist according to the Wilson
Report, as stated just now by the Hon’ble Minister, may I know whether any
experiment has been made in those areas or not ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Not yet, Sir. Those areas have
to be explored and their suitability cxaminpd. It was in the opinion of

* Mr. Wilson that there might be more areas suitable for cinchona cultivation and
for the jnformation of the hon. Members I can say that we have embarked
on cinchona growing in Umsaw gmd near Nongpoh after satisfying ourselves
that their sulphates and alkaloids compare very favourably with those , of

+  Mungpoh in Bengal. _ . :

TSt‘ij!.lt ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: NI.ny I know ‘\_vha_t is the total
amount that has been spent by Government for cinchona cultivation from its
ve ~ncement 7 :

ry.;?l;mﬁgﬁgll’rl]cl Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I cannot say about the previous
years but I .can tell the hon. Members that I am coming forward with a

d for about Rs.90,000 tomorrow.

Sup-f-)lg[ﬁ_‘i:&ui?(rjlfﬁﬁi”l(.UMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know whether any C!inchona

A wtracted, OSIr ! :
E fll)‘(l::cnHtl;\nl’llc;lccultfllalﬂﬂ"i MUNAWWAR ALIL: I have already given that informa-

e Member and stated that cinchoua‘ and other sulphates and alkaloidg
" have g e ]?:lictcd and that they compare very favourably with those of Bengal
¢ een extre ’ gal,

. rchasing rice and padd d th .
Government Agents for pu bygih:am paddy and the rates given

ATH MOOKERJEE asked :
E’é% B‘ﬁiIlPé‘étljmmcnt be pleased to state separately—
: (a) ‘The name or names of tll? Government Agent or Agents for purchasing
rice and paddy in the Surma Valley and the Assam Valley ? AT
) Whether the Agency has been given to any Company ?
(2}, 1f 50, the names of the sharcholders_ of the Company ?

. rnment be I?leased to state separately Valley by Valley—-
° Bl Wll%‘ﬁg\;:uantity of rice and paddy that has been purchased bz the Aq
(@) 270 the rates given by il month of January 1944 ? R
nt of money advanced to the Agents duri : i
(b) Tl}‘;gﬁ?? 1944 (to be shown separately) ? Og (b Smoaeh

: -nment be pleascd_ to state—
*08 \?f(:)n %?;i;‘;al quantity of rice and paddy sold by Government a

lised per maunc‘l (to be: si_rlown separately) ?
reai;igl ngunt of commission paid to the Agents (includin
ing bills if any), for their purchases during the year 1943 ?
2 leased to state the quantity of rice and
* ill Government be pleast W and padd
the Ggf(;r:ﬁim to stabilise the market rates, subdivision by subdwnsion, gu:l(:llg tt};
S the

year 1943 ?

of

(b) The g Outstand.

+ Speech not corrected.
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_ . raté
*100. (2) Will Government be pleased to state whether they I““‘;p fixed any
for purchasing rice and paddy of the last Aman crop for their Agents Jitke 3
(b) If so, what are the rates (to be shown subdivision by subdivision) ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

S al
96. (a)—Messrs. Surma Valley Foodgrains Syndicate and Messrs. Eastern BC';gn
and Assam Commercial Syndicate in Surma Valley and Messrs. Steel Brothers
Company, Limited in Assam Valley. . i
(b)—Yes. Messrs. Steel B};othcrs and Company, while the other two Agencie$
are partnership businesses. L. . in
(c)—Messrs. Steel Brothers and Company, Limited are incorporated o
England under the English Companies Act. Government do not ]‘\'now the names
shareholders while in case of Surma Valley Agencies it does not arise. ble
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, is it not a fact that the HOI‘II i
Prime Minister gave ys assurance on the floor of the House during the ﬁa
November session in reply to a question of mine that he would write and fin
;)uli the _rfxahmes of the shareholders of Messrs. Steel Brothers and Company. May
sovaet HeBhas done anything. in. the matter ? .
The Hon’ble ’Maulavi Sa}ryirl %i[{n MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, Sir, 1
havelasked the head office of Messrs. Steel Brothers 8(51 ICompany at Calcutta to
SUppy me the informations } et received them. : :
Mr. BAIDYANATH MC;E),:KIE}I){?EE ?OtMyaY I know the names of the partners

The Hon’ble Maulav; Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I‘do not know,
Sir. The partnership deed 31: thcl:e in the office of the Registrar, Joint Stock
Company. I have not got any copy of the partnership deed with me.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Is not there Sq.ny agreement signed and
registered between the G d those parties, Sir ? :
¢ ;i he Hon'ble Maulavi Satyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: T am not sure
of it, Sir.

. Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: How can Government give such contracts
without any agreement, Sir ?

The Hon:ble Mau]avi Saiyid Sy MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: WC llavc a
gentleman’s agreement, Sjr. y

Tong time beca b To draw up a comprchelcllsivc agfrcement takes up
e SAWeL iaventottefers itito « the legal adviser of both sjides.
E}abu KAMINI KUMAR SEN. May I know" Sil', Wthher Government

e 8 holders int
Stock Company or not » he names of the sharcholders from the Join

tion v e natlav Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir. If the

ti diff .
queségxguwlzs Ali/[]?Ir\?In ﬂét‘}"ﬁded, 1 would have made an attempt.

AR SEN: 7 hi tnership registered, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Muaulay; Soiuia a.. A8 this par )
been, otherwise, how COui alyld Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: T must have

d they capr hei inc
y on their business.

t MﬂethiﬁlﬁyﬁijTIjh MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Prime Minister please
N - cementy Will deal with such companics and syndicates after
executing written agreements and ngy verbal agreements ?

The Hon}’lble Maulavi Saiyiq i, MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Np, Sir, I can-
’ﬁ‘;iva%’iieotfc’ ltao‘:ff t}?ecaus? It takes quite 5 long time to_settle all terms of agreement.
menzs e ﬁnaily ipartleS, GOVernment as well as the agents, draw up their agree-

hese agreeme be embodied. j
which takes somet; 0ts have got to bee ~Into a  document,
ltlfir. BAIDYAD}E%SHWﬁBBIt(hE% rr}onths; last year it took more than that.,

, EE: May I know who will be reg onsible for
ey if there is any Jogq et emb):azzlcmellt ? p
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guarg;lllte Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We have Bank
Ce,

in thI:Sh“ BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I know which Banks stood guarantee
¢ tWo cages ?

Me '€ Hon’hle Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: In the case of
berssfls' “astern Bengal and Assam Commercial Syndicate in Surma Valley, I remem-
not ’Sull‘e. ioneer Bank of Sylhet stood as guarantee. As regards the other I am

M, BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, the Hon’ble Prime Minister is not
Stll,llae Whethe, there is any guarantee and he does not remember the name of the Bank

¢ Migh have stood as a guarantee. How is this ? ‘ )

sure a1 ¢ Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, I am not
that a]‘?gout the name of the Bank that stood as a guarantee, but I am perfectly sure

nk o .e was taken. s =
¢ M M, Bﬁ%ﬁl}t&&[\\'l‘ﬂ MOOKERJEE: May I know, Sir, if the Hon’ble Prime
Miste,. as seen the letter of guarantee so far as Messrs. Fastern Bengal and Assgm
Dm'i‘nercial Syndicate in Surma Valley are concerned ?

¢ seen it_e Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, Sir, I have

Sriju (UMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know, Sir, whether Messrs.
Stee] Bflott[lRpHI?(Ij(ixpany were asked to offer share to local men t;f the Province ?
"Tha He‘s,l‘j{l Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAJ SAADULLA: No, Sir.
r AOU HeITT AKER : Is the Hon’ble Prime Minister aware that Messrs. Steel
Brothers. an‘d%ompaﬁ}”s shares can be bought in the London money market ?
i Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: That mav b
Sir. The Hophle Maulavi Saiyid Sir 1 at may be,

e - CHAUDHURI: Is it not the policy of the Govern-
mentsigl}t ROH]NI i};ﬁ\i{gﬁRcompnny starLing busincss conncéted 3\,vith Government’
})o offer m;ft]StlZ;ls?n};l certain percentage of their shares to the local people of the
Tov;
vaflﬁg?Hon’blc Maulavi Saiyid Sit MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: In some cases
we s : ir
hgl‘fiet msﬁsm‘f{?{\}f hI?USﬁAR CHAUDHURI:  But why not in this case, Sir ? .
: Thjeu;—I (?bl Maulavi Saiyid Sit MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: As I mentioned,
Ty U1 }fen we wrote to the 1_1ead office of Messrs. Steel Brothers and Company
t0 take char, :;vuremcnt and distribution of rice and paddy, our country was de‘nuded
of its nor%E{thnnel of trade and that was not the time to go into a}l these detalls:
Srijut ROI—iINI KUMAR CI—I{XL};[DI:ILLRI : May qI know, Sir, whether it j
2 Private limited company ?I-.;l_pup_l‘l C\/jli}lll—ﬁ\l\f([xl:dn}{)lgngA: DULI
he Hon’ble Maulavl Saiyid Sir ADULLA :

a 'pu}f‘ilig %miﬁi‘i‘ccmﬁi:&)”i.saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
on
97. " (a)—Assam Valley—

Rice .99 801 maunds at Rs.16 to Rs.17. Paddy 1,29,527 maunds at Rs.8-12-0 to
1 R3~9-8-0 ’ ’ .

S .

I think, Sir, it is

Valley—
Rice 88 Zilir?:r?aunds at ' Rs.18:63 per maund. Paddy 56,207 maunds at Rs.10-46
]
Per maund.
(b)—To Steel Bros.—JRs.15,45,382.. ‘ :
To E Bengal and Assam Commercial byndlcate-—-Rs.g,Oo,OO 0.
n -
To S:ite; Valley Foodgrains Sypdlcatc—Rs.M,OO,OQO_
98 (:;I)I-——Rice and paddy were sold at different rates at different times i

- : made. The particular period for wh; h i
or purchases ma hy Lne uch the informag.
:;::}:la:: Swt:r?tnecl p::;(ti lEaviI:Ig been stated, the information cannot be supplied. &




560 QUESTIONS [23RD MAR.

(6)—Rupces 3,92,177-13-0 (Steels). No commission bill has yet been sub-
mitted to by other purchasing Agents who have just started to IL}}lClwn. - =
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know, Sir, whether in addition
to the purchasing price of the rice and paddy the cost of transhipment or anything
else was charged by the Government ? ) ) d
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, Sir, 6} per
cent. Cess and transportation charges are included in the ultimate prices billed,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied:

99.—No figures of quantity issued for price stabilisation can be given. When |
Civil Supply became scarce in some areas due to price control Government 1'elea§ed !
their stocks. But these are included in supplies to other civilian consumers, like
contractors of labour, issue of rice at concession rates 1o Gnv?rmm-m S(:rvmll‘-“',Jﬂl]S, etc.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Is it a fact that the Government
agents purchased all kinds of rice whether fine or coarse ? 3

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir, we
generally buy the ordinary Bardhan quality of rice. "

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: After purchase, do Government ‘
agents sort out the Lahi and the ordinary Bardhan rice ? 3 2

The Hon’ble Maulavj Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir, they '
don’t sort out. They ordinarily sell both Lahi and Bardhan. s ;

TBabu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: What procedure is followed in taking delivery f
of rice and paddy ? i

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir, whenever
any officer is available he is sent down when it is a very big quantity but if the delivery
is small we leave it to the discretion of the agents themselves. L

TBabu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Do we understand that the vast quantity of
paddy has been accepted by the Government without any restriction ? WO

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Yes, Sir.

TBabu KAMINI KUMAR SEN - May we know who will be responsible if
rice and paddy is found to be unfit for human consumption—whether the agents or
the Government ? ;

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : If it is found to
be unfit for human consumption at the time the agents take delivery, surely the agents
will be responsible. E -

__ Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: What happened to that rice in

len’i‘g}?rhls—;()d’{l \l«rhxch was found unfit for human consumption ?

destroye{zl, Sil?.n ble  Maulav; Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That was
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Who bore the loss ?

The Hon’ble lgia?ﬁqvi Salyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Government:

o S rice was origirally handed over to the Civil Movement 3

Departmc:nt who stocked in their refugee %arflli)z during the rains. And after the rain

was over it was handed over to Steel Brothers. As Government had already recejyved

its price from the Civi] Movem D i : :
ent artm G ment did not charge anyt
the agents and there was no ne oo Lovern SE ANy HInES

T gligence on the part of the agents there.
5 enIsB‘i]ﬂl}ll KeAall\/Ic}l\I KUMAR SEN: D wé)understand that the responsibility of the
cgovemmemr?g rd to rice and Paddy continues till an inspection is made by llllc

lit c}'l:ﬁe ::I céglblc Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The responsibi-
Y Baby %{Ali/lclcl)\?ltmuc till these are placed in a Government godown.
The Hon’ble Malﬁla o A .SEN.: Even without inspection ?
inspection . e Vi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Even withou
Srijut R INI i
y at were the total cost ? '
Loy i

T Speech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It is difficult
to say that, but roughly the price was near about Rs.20 per maund.

Srijut ROHINTI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Isit a fact, Sir, that the Government
agents do not deliver their rice to the wholesalers appointed by the Government by
weighment ? _

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid  Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have not
received any complaint ‘to that eflect, Sir. It is regulated by the practice of the
trade.

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : 1In the absence of any agreement as the
Hon’ble Premier has said, Sir, how the Government can enforce upon the agents that
so long as the Government do not take delivery of the goods the agents will be
responsibie ? ; ;

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I never said
‘that there was absence of any agreement before this operation started. I only said—in
absence of any documentary agreement.  There is a verbal or oral agreement.

tMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, may we know the terms of this
agreement ? >

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If my 1h0n.
Friend will put a substanlive question—we gre going beyond the scope of the
original question—1 will surely reply to my Friend.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

100. (a)—VYes. : :
(b)—~'['11e rates at which agents are to buy are communicated to t}}em from
time to time. ‘These rates are well below controlled rates but cannot be published.

T Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know \yhether the rice
Was purchased at controlled price or less than the controlled price ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It was
Purchased less than the controlled price. :

f Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know the margin roughly_?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Roughly it
15 to be purchased below one rupee of the controlled price; and that one rupee
i8S taken to cover the maximum incidental cost of bags, bagging, handling, stor-
ng, etc,

Formation of Post-War Reconstruction Committee

Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

*101. (¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether any Post-War Reconstruc-
tion Committee has been formed for the Province ?

(b) If so, who are the members of the said Comunittee ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied:
101. (a) & (b)—As the result of a conference held on 3rd December 1943 to
which four hon. Members of this' House were invited, the Working Committees named
in the Statement laid on the table to start the planning process were decided upon.

T Speech not corrected.
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. : ; fed by Mr. Baidyanath
List red to in reply to starred question No.101(a) and (b) as
ik Mookerjee at the Budget Session of the Assembly, 1944

WORKING COMMITTEE IN CONNECTION WITH THE POST-WAR
: RECONSTRUCTION

DEMOBILIZATION AND EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE

1. Mr. K. Cantlie, Chairman.
2. The Raja of Sidli.
3. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Ataur Kahman.

GOMMUNICAT] onNg COMMITTEE

Hon’ble Minister, Public Works Department.
Secretary, Public Works Department.

Chief Engineer, Northern Assam Area.

Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee, m.1..4.,

Mr. A. Whittaker, M.L.A.

Maulavi Amjad Ali, Mm.1..A.

. Mr. W. R. Faull representing the Indian Road Transport Development
Association.

-q_c\m?wwn-t

AGRICULTURE AND Forestry COMMITTEE
Director of Agriculture, Assamn.
Senior Conservator of Forests.,
. Junior Conservator of Forests.
Rai Bahadur J. N. Chakravarty.
Kban Bahadur Mufizur Rahman, m.L.A.

NS

HyGIENE AND Socrar Skrvice COMMITTEE

Inspector General of Civil Hospitals.
Director of Public Health,
Director of Public Instruction

Director of Pasteur Institute ang Medical Research Institute, Shillong,
Mrs. A. Rahman, m.L.c.

SRR e LS

CoMMiTTER FOR INDUSTRIALIZATION

BAIDYANATH nepr 08 Comnrres
Mr. H MOO ; . 5
T The Hon’ble Maulavi Sai}I*i{cFJREE ety Centeal_Cominitics |

Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, Sir.
Mr. C?AIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir’ my qucStiOH was “Will GOVCI‘nment
e ey fe Lave Whah‘?r any - Post-War Reconstruction Committee has
been _forrr;g(’i I—f r the Province and if so who are the members of the said
e outtee! G b feplf il been said that four hon. Members of
gnsm!-ll?ui? uwellﬂgasmvlmzd to sit in the conference. I shall be obliged if the Hon’ple
\:er u(:} Om;ﬂ ittlée. ¢ let us know the names of the members of the Provincial Pogt.-

The Hon’ble Maulayi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No formal

Committee has yet heen 2 :
four hon. Members constituted. We first started an ad hoc Committee and

1 Srijut ROHINI er{;{ll?l\‘gted to that ad hoc Committee.

contemplation to form g Centrzﬁ%oggi‘?tge]%HURI: May I know, Sir, if there is a

}Under consideration.

T Speech NOt doiracteds




1944] QUESTIONS 563

The Hon’ble Maulayi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: A Central
Committee shall have to be formed after we have received the report of the Sub-com-
mittee. :

T Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know on what principle the
four Members were invited or selected from this House ? .

T The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Those we

invited were the representatives of different groups of this House.
’ Imported foodstuffs in the Province

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

*¥102. Will Government ‘bc pleased to state separately the total quantity of the
fol!owing foodstuils that were imported in the Province during the year 1943 and in
January 1944 and their stog}; in hand on the 16th February 1944 :—

(i) Wheat (it) Atta (iif) Flour (#v) Sugar (v) Salt (i) Dal (vif) Gur and (viid)

Gram ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

102.—Two Statements are laid on the table.

Statements referred to in reply to starred question No.102 asked by Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee at
the Budget Session of the Assembly, 1944
STATEMENT OF WHEAT, ATTA, FLOUR, SUGAR, SALT, DAL. GUR AND
GRAM RECEIVED IN THE PROVINCE DURING 1943 AND TN
JANUARY 1944

January to

Name of commodity 1')etigli3bcr January 1944 . Total
Mds. Srs. Ch. Mds. Srs. Ch. Mds. Srs. Ch,
80,499 76 10 S rrom 50,499 16 10
X‘;ﬁ‘:a‘ . .. 89,255 1 0 - 12,410 0 0 101,665 ‘1"
FlSus b i 166,908 330 8,409 38 0 75318 31 o
S S o 3,58,243 14 4 20,490 10 0 3,78,733 24 4
oor .o 492183 15 0 11,751 21 0 5,03,934 36 ¢
Dal e 2,43,259 34 11 6,792 5 0 2,50,051 39 1]
il = 24,337 20 4 ... 24,337 20 4
Gram < e ' R I I R 17 R e 0 ;
9. QUANTITY OF FOODSTUFFS IN HAND ON THE Ist FEBRUARY 1944
Commodity Quantity
Mds. srs. chts,
2,84,115 "0 0
gf‘l“ar o efeety 64112 0 0
Mgsur 34,079 0 0
Araliar 66,804 0 0
i 1,257 0%
Mot 2,862 0 0
Flom, ) s M6 60R A0 M)
Atour R 23,261 0 0
e e 56,000 0 0
et 1,073 070N mkq
ur 603 g g Chakis
Mustard oil --- ) 31; 0 0
S8oien R ] !
Total saal 5,52,139 0 00 ang
. , 603 0 0 { Chalis.
T Speech not corrected. ® s
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Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Mr. Speaker, Sir, will Government be pleased
to explain away the apparent discrepancy in the wheat figures? — Apparently the
amount of wheat imported in 1943 was 50,499 mds., but the figure in hand is shown
as 56,000 mds. j

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : In the top the
quantity is shown for ‘January to December 1943’ and the quaatity ol foodstuffs in
hand on the 1st February 1944, i, ¢., after December 1943 we reccived a further
consignment.

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : There was no further consignment in January,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1If there is any
discrepancy I will lfJOk into it, Sir. But for the period January to December 1943, the
quantity ofwk_lcat imported into the Province was 50,499 maunds and the quantity
of foodstuffs in hand on the 1st February 1944 is 56,000 maunds. '

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Thank vou, Sir, we are entitled to expect to
get accurate ﬁgures_. Will Government be p]c:':scd to explain what steps are being
taken to preserve this very perishable commodity ? : '

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Under orders
of G_ovcrnment'of India we had to stock last year 3,000 tons of wheat which they gave
us 1n one consignment and they wanted that this Province should keep that whole
wheat as reserve and should not mill it. We kept it in different stations, notably Sylhet
and Gauhati. After about a month it was found that it was getting spoiled by
weevils. - We referred the fact to the Government of India. But even then they
protfested and ordered that this should be kept on in our stock, somelimes  turning it
out in th? sun. Then we enquired of some people who knew about the method of
storage of this wheat. They said that the proper procedure was to put in neem leaves

in between each layer of bag . S Atant .m  leaves
) s. We 1 et sufficient neem leaves but
could not get. So it rem $ tried., 10 8 W

maunds, was sent to Shillong  for storage. In Shillong a bag was produced before me

in the Secretariat for my inspection and T then ordered on my personal responsibility

tliar;}‘?igott‘ienﬂpox:?}?n should be removed immediately and allowed the local mi]ler
o mi e stuff. at is wh ; : a i : I
T e 50:000 mavnds. y this remained unutilised for a long ie.  The quantity

Mr. BAIDYAN oL
in January 1944 ? ATH MOOKERJEE: May I know why no Gur was imported

8 Tgfﬁ gﬁaglgolldarlim S}ax’ﬂd Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  We ordered for
"M BAIDYANR’%}_}“&)IE from the United Provinces our agents could not get it.
Government to find Gur OOKE]{]EE: Did Government try to approach Central
The Hon’ble Mau]ar(_)rg some other provinces for this Province ?
used to get it from the Un‘fi 'dalyld Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Our agents
of their best efforts they C;:;d rovinces and Bihar where Gur is suflicient. But in spite
for supply of this stuff. not get it. We did not go to Central Government
Mr. BAIDYANATH MO0

Central Government for the Supply of Gur j fut I
E n futurc !

The Hon’ble M : . i
our Supply Secretary a{gl?)\;t;?:lyld Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: T had to gend
agents to import Dal and Gur tOI?‘SCUSS with Bihar Government about a]lowing our

before the Central Gover we do not see any result, we will place the
n Y matter

KERJEE: Will Government try to approach the

2 mnent
+Srijut ROHINI K : .
quantity ofI'_IGur was 51—0(:[123:1[‘?5 SIH}(}_UDHURI . Sir, is it not a fact that 2 large
The Hon’ble Maulay: .. .2 Qistrict of Goalpara ? )
heard about it, Sir. avi Saiyid Sjr MUHAI(\)/II\/}I)AD SAADULLA: I have not

tKhan Sahib Maulay:
notice of Government ?ﬁ;t MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN: Has it come to the
already damaged and the damd large quantity of sugar—about 572 maunds-—has beep
Government agents ? 8¢ has'been reported to Government by the Nowgong

”_’F—\E\

‘Tspcech not corrected.

ained like this till a portion of the consignment, about 1,000
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+The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: There may
have been some damage, but I have not seen the report referred to by my Friend, as
Y Khan Sahib Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN: Is it known to the
Government that for the last four months there has been no salt available in
istri Nowgong ?
e d,;’ff‘;l‘glﬁ’g,ﬂ,lcg,\n;iu;u-i Saiyid Sit MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Iam not sure
about it that there was no salt at Nowgong loxl- the last four months. But lhc; stock
position of salt at Nowgong became very short'and so we allowed them to import
s from Tezpur.
10’0‘12?:221;;‘231'1{) Ala\ulavli MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN : Will Government take it
M me that only 1,000 maunds of salt have Dbeen made available to Nowgong from
';) .
Tczp?’i"l'lc Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Yes, Sir. The
balance 9,000 maunds is on its way to Nowgong. We have impressed upon different
district zm’thorit'les to expedite the despatch of salt to other districts where there is
5}10”358_9 _Oft Sl‘échiHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Are Government aware that a large
num}tc:%l[l“ applici’llions hha vl l.)ct.‘n filed before the Deputy Gmnmiss_ioncr of Kamrup,
from different villages complaining about the dearth of salt:md asking for distribution
of some salt, but no action has been taken for a long time : _
Th I:Ion’ble Maulaw‘Salyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It is not S0,
Sic TTk < Deputy Clommissioner as well as the  Government agents—my Friend the
- Lhe Dej of that agency— have been trying their level best to secure railway
questioner 18 00€ h salt to Nalbari and other interior places. But Railway could not
wagons to despatch d so ultimately the Government agents failed to send. I met g
place any Wagons_a‘; ‘hat agency, Dr. Jatis Das of Gauhati, yesterday who informed
managing parmeld‘) hired vehicles of the Assam Transport and sent some bags.
‘me that‘ they l}a in some part of the road there are bamboo bridges and one bamb?;o
lButl uml;’rtu?aégdyylcollapsed on account of the heavy load of those lorries.
oridge has alr

Shortage of Salt at Nalbari and Barpeta

ATDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked:

Mr. B ! ;
: : : : Z acute shortage of salt Nalbari
. it a fact that there was an acu ge alt at Nalbari an
*103. (a) Ibthc months of December 1943 and January 1944 ? ;
arpeta during “so, what are the reasons thereof ?
b

(b) It

he Honble Maulavi Saivid Sit MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied ;4.
c (0]

103, (@) —Y€5:
(B) 1P

coming down.

(o transport difficulties and the increased demand from Bhutias
Re Security Prisoner Achintya BhattaCharya

NDHU ROY asked :
IBabu KARUNA =

‘ ; ment be pleased to state—
*104. (V\;ﬂlw(i‘l‘;‘;gg; AchintyaJB}.llat?tacharya has been still suffering from e s
L in Sylhet Jail f
in Sy
b \ﬁi?ei';lser he was released on parole for a very short period of time only
Wh 5 . 3 A

(j) %’f’flg;hcr"zhey propose to release Achintya Bhattacharya for treatme

outside ? nt

B e +Speech not corrected. T

: rijut Rohini Kumar i 71 M
+Starred question No.104 was put by Srijut | Chaudhuri on authorisation,
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I ]le l l()l[ l)lf‘ I\/Idll]d\'l ||¢l],ld Sl! MUI!AML\/‘I.‘I\I) -)AA])UI;[;A !('I-)ll((l -

as  sufleri rom Dyspepsia
104. (a)—The Jail Superintendent reported, he was suflering fro yspep
for two years before detention.
7 7 te be on her
((Cg—Oﬂ account of his aunt’s illness as she was reported to be «

death bed.

. . : . o r restrictions.
(d)—Orders have since issued for his release under restric

Mo, BAIDYANATH MOOKERIER . o ar s (1) i coneerned he el i o
clear. The question is—whether they propose to r_clcnse_ Ac,llnr}.l)..l {2 ‘1-1-L-;1~;e 2
treatment outside. The reply is—Orders have PR e }m“ h-»wc l(_) .takc per-
restrictions. May T ask whether there is any restriction that h‘c‘ q ]? 3 11 i B,
mission of Government if he wants to go outside some particular are: s

tat y ] it
- The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD .SAADL_‘!.,L'A 3 ﬁ;(t S:s:ltlgt s:la];?
orders are that this particular political prisoner is to be released _‘llln( for - moiatR
within the Municipality of Silchar, He has not applied up till now going

- - B e - ths :ts the permis-
Calcutta for treatment. If we get any application, I shall see that he get I
sion.

Srijut ROHINI KU
inside the jail ?

The Hon’ble May]
have said.

MAR CHAUDHURT: May Iknow what was his illness
avi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Dyspepsia, as I

Construction of Bunds in Sunamganj and Abua Bund Project

TBabu KARUNA
*105. Will G

(a) Wi

: b e D
beds or excavate canals in Sunamganj Subdivision :

(b) If so, the names of the places where such attenppts have been
made ?

*106. Will G /By not 2
P e overnment be ple: to state— ,
(a; Whether Abua Bﬁngsﬁfojgcst ?s an old one contemplated by Govern-
% \;nhent in 1929.3¢ » h (
) Whether the ro' immediate steps to construct the afore-
. said Bung :}:P pose to take im

SINDHU ROY asked :

overnment he pleased to state—

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN rep]ied :
105. (a) & (b) —Th T
' e follows; e been taken in hand : :
{.2)-—Re—excavati0n of E;I;gnsfi}:i?ﬁsegavlia]akta, Sunamganj (Boro Growing
r e ;
i + oo PProximate g d cost—Rs.35,000. )
(21)—Sluic * estimate ) : 4 :
) Appr&%ﬁfsic across Krishna Khal for Boro cultivation in Halir Haor

RO =Dy o s EStimated cost—Rs.22,000.
Srijut ROHINT :

Minister’s repl that €
rest have notpb)éen toucheq o hals have not been dealt with. May I know why the
The Hon’ble Kha $
Srijut ROHIN[
these canals have 1yeq
The Hon’ble K,
taken up.

a]]UhMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 understand from the Hon’ble
the

D Bahaqy, M : DUR RAHMAN: Which canals ?

nIEIIiMA R, C?{uiat‘;bls_][gRI] + Are we to understand that all
a - rani ?

an Baﬁgduupr by the Government in Sunamganj

Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Some have been

rred questions = : - ST
TSta | s Nos, 105.10¢ Were put by'Srile.t Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri on authorisation.

't Bunds to dredge river
ether attempts have been made to constru-t ag
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Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI - May I know why the rest have not
been taken up ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: As I said the
other day in course of discussion of a Cut Motion on Embankment and Drainage that
15 schemes have been taken up this year, 24 will be taken up next year and 250 are on
the waiting list.

SrijutEROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: My question is—whether for want
of funds the other canals have not been touched or whether on account of natural
difficulties or for some other reasons they have been left untouched ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : How do these
questions arisce, Sir ? The original question itself is—whether attempts have been
made to construct bunds to dredge river beds or excavate canals n Sunamganj Sub-
division ? Government says ‘yes’. The Questioner himself did not mean that all the
canals should be taken up.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, I may be permitted to explain ?
My question was whether the rest of the canals have not been touched on account of
want of resources or on account of some other reasons ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :  The reasons why
we have not been able to lukc\lup. more schemes were fully explained the other day in

- of discussion of a Cut Motion.
Courgtl:h(::i [-Iui’l)lc K han Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR  RAHMAN replied.
—Yes.
Eo- .('fri%_—'l"hc project is placed on tl.n-. waiting list and will be investigated
: by the Embankment and Drainage Division in due course.

Mr BAIDYANA'I‘I—I MOOKER]JEE : It was conlcu"1_platcd in 1929-30 and still
e iiing list of Government. May 1 know what is the difficulty ?
aasiin the w a:l)lc_ 'Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: This scheme was

The I-Ioil_'I . back as 1930, but for some reason or other it was shelved and we have
taken up as-f“- -11:’111" again along with the opening of the new Division.
taken up “111;5"[_”'1\”’ KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Is the project a feasible one ?

fﬁ?cu;{on’blc Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : That I cannot
gy Ilbc:ﬂ\ljui ROHINI KU MAR CHAUDHURI: What are the financial implications
of th};}}f‘}l{‘fo‘ﬁ,{),c Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : I require notice

of uestion, OIr- st i i i
thasttqr 5 ()’ucsuons Nos.107-109 bt_andmg in the name of Maulavi Mabarak Ali
w (n i 1[')ut and answered as the Questioner was absent.) | :
ere no

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

[To which answers l;Nere laid on the table]
_¢ide lands and brick fields i ;
Settlement of road-sice vision In the South Sylhet Subdi-
i ABDUL AZIZ asked :
%au\l&rl;’lll govcrnment be pleased to state— ‘
: ) Whether itis a la.c‘t that many _portions of the road-side lands and brick
= fields in the South Syll_lct _bubdlwslou were not given last year to
original owners for cultivation .under the “Grow More Food” camp-
aign ? x /
b) tht%ler itis a fact that these road-side la_ngis and brick ficlds were given
( to others in spite of protests by the original owners and their willing-
Less to pav two maunds of paddy per Kedar as was fixed by the local
authorities
] o)
¢) 1 so, L to direct the local o
Whether they propose curect tne ‘ocal authorities to give fi
(@) WO the original owners this year in giving (emporary sctt?emel?trzl? rti[:;:
lands ?
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The Hon’bie Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied : ) P

79. (a) to (d)—No information is available as to the particular arcas which were
settled on Chuktibhagi terms. Nor is any information available as to the person
with whom they were settled and Government do not propose to coIl'cct the infor-
mation which would involve a good deal of labour incmn‘mcnsuratc_: with the result.

Settlement on Chuktibhagi basis does not confer any right. _It is an annual set-
tlement on special terms to meet » special contingency. There is no reason to give
preference in settling road-side lands on these temporary special terms to the original
owners.

Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ . May I know whether Government keep records of
settlement holders of road-side lands ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes. Sir, records are kept.
. Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ . May I know what is the difficulty of collecting the
names of the settlement-holders ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Because Government think, that
will not serve any usefu] purpose,

Numbher of Tea Garden population
Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN asked :
80. Will Government he Pleased to state—
(a2) The ml;”nbcr of tea garden labour population in both the Valleys, sepa-
rately ?
(6) The number of ex-tea garden labour population in both the Valleys
scparately ?
(¢) Is the Minietcr-in-charge of Labour aware that the ex-tea garden labourers
have formed their Association in order to place their grievances before
Government ? '

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA I MAD SAADULLA replied :

80. (a)__The hon. M - = ; T.VCn to hi.‘: Qucsti()n N0_41 e,
the last Budget Session, ember is referred to the reply g1

(6)—The estimated Number censused off the gardens i 1941 is—

Assam Valley . 254,624
Surma Valley .7 14,316
(C)—-GOVern 'Total iete 268,940

B ment are . el s s siation known as the
Tea Labourers’ Association oo ¢ that there is an Associ el : Assam
=ON cur  Assam Chota Nagpuri Association.

Mr. %ddallgiN?E‘h‘ KWUMAR - SARWAN : From the Census Report of 1931 by
million tea g’ardc}l‘, o efamc to understand that there were more than one and half
whether there has %CI;:: TIOH. inside angd outside the gardens. But I d? not know
cnlightgl m% on that poir?typmcrease in the Census of 1941. Will the Hon’ble Premjer
The Hon’bl o, )
two Qucstion: }\saﬁl:\;\tasmyld Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : My hon. Friend put
that, as I said, I haye a]rztzd the totg) number of tea garden labour population? Apbgyt
can give him the figure. ;i Y replied in the last Budget Session. Speaking offhand, 1
lacs and in the Surma Vall C‘fo.rd‘mg to the 1941 Census in the Assam Valley it is over 7
ex-tca garden labour Popul SYjatlis over 3 lacs. (i) He wanted the total numbe, of
in the Assam Valley and 1‘1“6)0%’ a‘gld I have given the number of 2,54,000 and odd
“limns: 3 and odd in the Surma Valley.

Statutory age-limit X n the Surm i

. Prescribeg for candidates seeking Government employ.

gfa(ul)avév l_?ﬁ%?ARUDDIN AHMEDments
{a 1 F0Vernm asked :
ment of India have very rir::te € pleaseq to state whether it is a fact that the Govern-
tory age-limit prescribed for Cntrllzi_hy a Circular letter recommended extension of staty-
for the benefit of the Scheduled dgﬁtees Segkéng Government employments exclusively
candidates ?

L]
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(b) If the answer to (a) above is in aflirmative, will Government be pleased to
lay on the table the Circular letter of the Government of India ? ;
(¢) Whether the Provincial Government propose to implement the Circular in
Assam in foto ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
81.(a)& (b)—A copy is placed on the Library Table.

(¢)—Government have c:u‘ciull}i constdered the matter and reached the
conclusion that the reservation made for candidates of the Schedt_lled Castes
in the system in force in this I’rm-ingc m‘s;nml“;utlfn‘_v as it is. The rules which are in
process of detailed preparation provide for allotting, on lh(_\ basis of the ﬁl!)4l census,
a proportion of 4°429%, ol posts in all services to such candidates from the Surma Valley
and a proportion of 2:659%, from the Assam an.luy. \tht"c: the recruitment is on a
divisional or district basis these proportions will vary with the proportions in the
pPopulation of the division.or district and figures arc being worked out accordingly.
When there are no qunliliq(l Cill](il([ilt}-s Frm_n one Vallev in this _community, thg next
Preference goes to those _ol the other \filllc)"lll the same community. o33

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : With regard to (¢) is it not a fact
that there is more serious unemployment amongst the people not belonging to the

Jastes P _

Sc’h}'{i?cuﬁing;?c Maulavi .Saiyid Sir. MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : _".,l'his Q_l_mstion does
not arise, Sir. The original (,lncsn‘on. was wlmt‘hcr a particular (.qrcular issued by the
Government of India had been received b_\]' us. So, whether there is more unemploy-
ment amongst pcoplc other than the Scheduled Castes is not relevant to the Question
% allg-l;.ijm ROHINI KUMAR vCHAUDH_URI : Did not the Governm;‘rﬁ consider
the Government of India’s Circular with reference to the question
emptriiym“"t ,?b](. Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Tt was not 4
qucsticjzlco[l:{?lrr]lctni)loYmc“t» but of giving proportionate share to the Scheduled Castes
i snt SCI'VICES.

n Governmen Increase in the pay of Primary School Teachers

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :
82, Will Government be pleased to qslatu— ) e
. (a) Whether about 60 Primar Y_lch-ool teacher. of Sunamganj Subdiy
resigned their services owing to their small income ?
(b) Whether the in-crmm‘nwt-ol" their pay is rupces three only ?
(¢) Whether any I_’I‘Imill‘}’ School  teacher has recently committed su
by hanging in Jagannathpur thana area in Sunamganj Subdivisig

of un-

ision

icide

. : B
sther they propose either to increase  their pay or to su s
(@) W?v?ﬂ} essential food-stufls, .C'I?th; kerosene, Cli'-l, at reduced rall)'fl?’, s
' The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur I\‘Ifll‘f‘a‘" SAYIDUR RAHMAN replicd :
82. (a) —Government have no information.
: (b)—Ves, if by increment oi.pa‘.y Is meant dearness allowance.

(c)__Government have no information. :
N Government fonire alrﬂac_l}' helped the Local Bodijes by‘ agreeing o beay

60 per cent. of the cost of dearness allowance granted to Lower Primary School  teg.

-et they are unab}c to grant any further conces-ions.
Chersﬁab’rhcé‘;?\%lINI KUMAR SEN :  With regard to (d), may we know hoyy -
Local B b ds have taken advantage of t]uf; offer’ by the Government ? any

'I‘hgaiflon’b[e Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN i Iieannoy giv
exact number, but I can assure the House that many Local Boards have ah’eady tZ.lfhe
2 % : . 'en
this concession. :
adva]r;t;labg; I%{‘ANIIINI KUMAR;)SEN : May we know what is the amount thay
for this purpose ! _ a
bcen’;l]]lgttﬁ%n?}[;le Kll)xan Bahadur_ Maulavi SAYIDUR I_{AHMAN: o e
amount has been set apart for this purpose, but we provide money as demaﬁldsmular
from the Local Boards. Come
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Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Are Government aware of the possible

total commitment on account of the grant of dearness allowance ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : No, Sir.
Official Evacuation Officers
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked:
83. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) Wheth r any of the Official Evacuation Officers who returned with
their discharge certificates aftéer abolition of their respective camps,
has been provided with any better job ?

(6) Whether the Official Evacuation Officers applied for better jobs in any
other Department under Government ?

(¢) 1If so, whether they were favoured with the same ?

(d) 1f not, why not ?

(e)  Whether Government propose to consider their cases and provide them
with better jobs in any Department under Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

83. (a)—Of the officers of this Government who were deputed as Evacuation
Officers and who returned with proper authority, two have been appointed  to  tempo-
rary better-paid posts under this Government, two to posts under the Central Govern-
ment and one ha"s been promoted in his own ])Cp;_u-tmcm, but Government are not
aware whether discharge certificates were produced in each case.

(b))—;{es, In some cases,

(¢)—Yes, in some cases, vide replv to (a).

(d)—Two officers of thé_]ail Deppzirtmrgn)t applied, but could not be spared.

'(g)—Govcrnment will consider each case on its merits when an  application
for appointment to 2ny other post is made.

i Eva io Officers
Maulavi ABDUS SALA M a:;:%tfﬂn Camp
ga Sl Covernineat b pleased to state—

(a) How many candidates hoth officials and non-officials from the North
Sylhet Subdivision of the Sylhet District ever volunteered their sepvices
for the posts of Evacuation Camp Officers ?

e ng)ﬁr;naari{ozrd t?hem were appointed and posted as such in the Indo.

(¢) The names and a
(d) Whether Goverp

L4

ddresses of such volunteers b . ¥
. ment have mad : any provision for the said non-official
(© Vg‘}‘]’;(ﬁ;?ggvomcers on their return l‘{rrom Camp duty ? . l
Evacuation gnment have provided with any better job any of the offigial
abolitio flicers who returned with their discharge certificates after
() Wioon of thefe e tonems. .
any other De 1c1al Evacuation Officers ever applied for better jobs in
(g) If so, Whetllerp:[wtments under Government ? K
(h) &l-not}:; why not 5 Were favoured with the same
) 1ether th : ;
® jobs in anf;y[?ropDS& to consider Lheir cases and provide them with hetter
85. Will Governmep lgg?;llme‘lit under Government ? :
(a) Whether apniin.. . b cased to state :— Bp
recently Frlglifallons Were received by the Deputy Commls§10ner, Sylhet,
5 Ill:)epartm,_,m » “-Bvacuation Officers for appointment in the Supplv
50, Whethey
them p " the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, has appointed any ol
(¢) If; not, why no 5
The Hon’ble Maulay; Sans ,
g4. (a) --%l-glﬂteen, Yid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
(b)—Eight.
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(¢)—A list is given below —
Babu Nagendra Kumar Das, Kalighat Road, Sylhet.
Babu Dwijendra Lal Choudhury, Topekhana.
Babu Maniklal Choudhury, Naiorpool, Sylhet.
Babu Nirod Mohan Datta, Suphanighat.’
Babu Devendra Nath Bhattacharjee, Jallarpar.
Hamendra Kumar Nag, Jatarpur.
. Babu Devaprosad Sen, Puranlane,
Babu Torit Bhusan Choudhuty, Sylhet.
9. Babu Satya Bhusan Choudhury, Sylhet.
10. Maulavi Sajjadur Rahman ¢ houdhury, Sylhet.
11. Babu Ketaki Ranjan Deb, Sylhet.
12. Maulavi Irshad Ali, Excise Inspector, Sylhet.
13. Maulavi Avub Ali Choudhury, Sylhet.
14. Babu Rana Das, Sylhet.
15. Babu J. Dutta, Kalighat, Sylhet,
s ”]6. Maulavi A. Wahad, C/o Headmaster Government High English School,
let, -
/ 17. Maulavi Mahmadul Haque Choudhury, Sylhet.
18. Babu Pramatha Nath Bhattacharjya, Sylhet.

(d)—No.

(¢) to (i).—The atteiition of the hon Member is drawn to the replies given to
Unstarred Question No.83 (a) to (¢) asked by Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury at the
present Session of the Assembly.

85. (a)—Only one applied.
(b)—No.
(¢)—The clerk could not be spared.
Industrial loan issued by Government
Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED asked :
86. Will Government be pleased to state-—
(¢) Whether any Industrial loan has been issued during the years 1942-43 and
1943-44 ?
(b) 1f so, the names of persons to whom such loans were issued ?
The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NA'H SAUKIA replied :
86. (a)—Yes, to the extent of Rs.6,075 in 1942-43 and Rs.1,200 in 1943-44.
(6)—A list is placed below—

.

00 ~1 O\ Wk WO B =

List of borrowers of Industrial loans

1942-43
Serial Names of borrowers Amount Purpose Remarks
No.
Rs.

1 Maulavi A. H. Md. Asad Ghazi .. 300 Fish culture.

2 Maulavi Faizuddin Ahmed s 300 Soap manufacture.

3 Srijut Dinanath Kakati .. ey, 300 Handloom Weaving.

4 Maulavi Rahim Ullah o e 300 Ditto.

5 Maulavi Abdul Muktadir Chaudhury 250 Manufacture of Sewing

thread machine.

A Maulavi Md. Baker Ali .. e 400 Fish culture.

7 Maulavi Nowman Uddin Chaudhury 300 Goat and Sheep rearing.

8 Srijut Harikanta Sarman .. o0 300 Dyeing and Painting,

9 Srijut Abhoya Charan Das oy 100 Handloom Weaving,

10 Babu Profutla Kumar Nath : 300 ; Ditto.
11 Srijut Nabin Chandra Medhi 1 675 T'ish culture,
12 Babu Jogssh Chandra Nath . 500 Handloom Weaving,
13 Babu Biraja Prasad Chakravarty .. 500 Ditto,
14. Maulavi Abdul Ahad Chaudhury .. 300 Fish culiure,
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List of borrowers of Industrial loans
1942-43

Serial Names of borrowers Amount Purpose Remarks
No.
Rs. i
15 Maulavi Md. Abdul Latif - 300 Lacquer Ware industry.
16 Babu Suresh Chandra Nath o 150 Handloom Weaving
17 The Pioneer Knitting Mills, Limited 1,000 Improvement of the exist-
ing factory.
Total during the year 1942-43.. 6,075
1943-44
] Maulavi Md. Golamkibria Choudhu- 300 Fish cul ture.
ry.
2 Srijut Uttom Chandra Medhi o 600 Silk Weaving.
3 Babu vibar Ranjan Paul Gupta .. 300 Manufacture ol sugar of
milk.
Total up-to-date 2 1,200

Adjournment Motion r¢ forcible extoriion of rations at certain places and
molestation of Nepali women by a Contractor with 40 workmen and eight
military personnel.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I have got notices of two Adjournment Motions from
Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKLER]JEE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg leave of the House
to move that this House do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent public
importance of recent occurrence, namely, forcible extortion of rations from Kantioja
Gorukhuti and from Nepali Khutials of Dimakhoa Shipajhar Mauza of Mangaldai
and {rom Rowmari Panbari Mauza of Kamrup at'day time and molestaiion of Nepali
women by trespassing houses at night on Saturday last by one contractor with 40
workmen of Brahmaputra bamboo flotilla including eight military personnel.

Sir, this morning at about half past nine I received a telegram to this effect from
Gauhati from one Srijut Narahari Sarma '

Havble “th Sarma....... 4
McmT];};t;? on’ble e SPEAKER : 1[5 this gentleman known to the hon.

; M. BA%E:;:IL;P:ZH MOOKERJEE :  No Sir, Mr. Rohini Chaudhuri knows
A e boo flo ilél{ {m rims thus: <¢One contractor coming down streams Brahma-
putra 1}31311_1 (;?1 d lN é‘ a?_rt eight military extorted rations from Kantioja
Gorukhut Ly E].)r i . makhoa Shipajhar Mauza Mangaldai impressed
them Cn'Iln]p extoited :lc'c without Payment. At Rowmari Panbari Mauza Kamrup
they forgl I:I Z s womatlons day _lime Saturday at night surrounded trespassed houses
moleflft:w Hgn’ble the ;BEAIIE’.}EJ“&IS feeling panic pray render immediate redress™,

St farn, O R rey R I?o I understand that beyond what is stated .in
the %/Irg BAIDYANATE €T 1S not in a position to say anything more ?
M e MOOKER_]EE: No, Sir, Ido not know anything

he Hon’ble the SPR,
Hon:‘}rale Pﬁem’ilt)alr hall\?l gc{t ﬁfslzg{ This will do for the present, let me hear what the
e Hon ble aulay; £ i :

Si r};hsoon as I got noti(:e] (?fa Yid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker,
".r’retary whether we had any ihls Adjournment Motion, I enquired from the Chief
E;Ctill now we have heartd noth.iflpgogi) glf;ttlgfi :ﬂleged occurrence. But I learnt . that

Y_ workmen

Khutialg Di

_-s-.r ——
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Probably there is something wrong in the Motion itself. May I know whether
one occurrence took place or two incidents at two different places were committed by
the same party ? _

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : My information is that he contractors
were entrusted with some work ; they did not get sufficient number of labourers ; they
also did not get enough food for their consumption. Now, what they do is this : as they
come down the stream with bamboo flotillas, they stop at different places, enter into
villages and compel the villagers to give them rations. In one instance there has been
an outrage on Nepali women. 4 '

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Will the hon. Member please tell me whether
Kantioja Gorukhuti is the name of one village or two villages ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Kantioja is the
name of a man, Sir, and Gorukhuti is a village.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : It may be Kantioja Gurkhali, not
Gorukhuti. ! . 3 il

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : May be that the name of the man is
Kantigja Gurkhali. 3

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED : Sir, I come from Shipajhar Mauza, and
I know that Gorukhuti is the name of a village.

Mr. A. WHI'['['AKI.’.R : l_\'[l‘. Spcakcr, Sir, 1n:-1yI- raisc a point of importance ?
I think considerable sections in  this Assembly consider that the right of bringing in
Adjournment Motions is in serious danger of being abused. Speaking for those of us
who want to get on with the public business, may we ask for a very exacting test in
deciding what constitutes a Motion for adjournment ? We hav‘c the impression
that fo} the whole of this Session .lh.crc has : been a good d_cal of playing about
with subjects which offer no i(al iasis for an Ad_l-n}frnnmm Motion :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : My difficulty is that when notice of an  Adjourn-
ment Motion is given I cannot [})th\\:'uh reject it. I must first ascertain the facts,
and then decide whether a particular Motion is in order or net. I quite appreciate
Member has raised. I was thinking whether Adjournment Motions
of this nature, based on mere telegrams, should be allowed to be brought before the
House or not. 1 was therefore trying to CllCl.t facts in order to show the undesirability -
of haying such Adjournment Motions I,nougllllt bf'f::rt‘. the House. :

SR YHINI KUMAR GHAU.DH]U I : Sir, I have not received any telegram
- 0n this point but [ was at Gauhati yester z;yf and I have heard of the incident from
persons who have made Compmu.u‘abolllg lt 1113 matter. It is natural for my Friend
Mr. Whittaker to take such fnatrets so'l-lg U Buat we cannot do so, when allegations
are made that with the ald_oi sgmc. m; 11.21:1 3‘1, a conldmctOr w_ho wants to make supply to
the military has stopped going ow:cl‘:ﬂltzl:fil c?tjn B committed such things. People
have become panicky and some Gurkhas have actually come to Gauhati in this
CONNECH{OM, .evv--r " i sa il

nr;(izltéolr_ll-(;;{,blc the ‘SPEAKFZII'{ : O;;ilcré (}\ld‘del_', I quite see what the hon. Member
is going to say. But for an A Jourrzl rcn_‘ otion the fact must be very definitely
stated. The facts as stated arc n?é' c"}:;.(;: SEgeet f'or‘ the House to -take them into
consideratjon. Now from the wofz ﬁ/?gs ;i ldaptxojbadf}pl_ukhut_l and from Nepali Khutials
of Dimakhoa Shipajhar Mauza. o : .du.g;,a z;:i subdivision” | it appcears that the villages
Gorukhutj and Dimakhoa are in S 11}%3‘%)1%%1&1“?&- Are they contiguous ?

Srijut ROHTNI KUMAR CI‘.IA : Xfe:;, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then Rowmari ?

KUMAR CHAUDHURI : In Kamrup.

B I
STr}Pui-IRQ‘Ij‘Iil\ghc SPEAKER : In which Subdivision ?
Stijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURL: ~ In Gauhati Subdivision.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Whether all these arose in gne single

in two incidents ? )
Qi INI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : S_ome of these took
pRULE RO If I read the telegram, this matter wil] be gi)eartla)(ia%eir R

- the point the hon.

incident or

yime and some at night.
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“One contractor coming downstreams Brahmaputra l)la}mh'r)o ﬂ;”f{,‘“ Ilﬂit‘t'is'{l\:;tt)'lf:\i-
; {sat i ions i Lanticja CGorukhuti and 7 epa 1utials
litary extorted rations from Kan ; Peiisieiiionle

men eight r%}}i,lta_ﬁ"lr Mauza Mangaldai impressed them compulsory service without
priosio | e 'i‘hat is in Mangaldai. “At Rowmari Panbari Mauza Kamrup they
e S im . ight surrounded trespassed houses

moleste epi L1 ) ; -
S During day time they forcibly extorted ration and at night they surrounded
trespassed houses and molested Nepalee women. : e

: : . : oF o

‘“Khutials feeling panic prav render immediate redres : L, ]

Th eHon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUL}ITA . I}'fr.,-‘?pt.akell, Sir,
my difficulty is just like yours but T have got this advantage tll-}\_t 'll-ﬂl\ e _g;nt );’:tter
knowledge of the places and their location. My PC"S”‘;'“,, F‘f";’u S}"}_ mj\l been
fortified by what I have just now heard from my Friend Maulavi Badaruddin 1med.

Shipajh ar Mauza is not a riverain Mauza but it is an inland Mauza. Shipajhar itself

is probably some 12 miles inside from the banks of the B_r"‘hma_l)“.““ ,"“.Id I cannot
conceive, Sir, that a party could go to Shipajhar Mauza, EXfOrt raton "from # par-
ticular man Kantioja, and at the same time this party can make up II'ICS.(T 12" miles,
cross the Brahmaputra and come to the Gauhati Subdivision and commit t}.lc _Other
depredation in Panbari Mauza, Probably there may have Jbeen two different Incidents
which have been confused in the telegram. Up till now, Sir, we have had absolutely
no official intimation about it ' : : . )
Moreover, the general question which you yourself hf“'c raised is that it will be
very dangerous to attempt at stopping the normal proceedings of  the House by such
kind of Adjournment Motions when nobody can be made responsible for _tht* contents
m. Even in law Courts there is no evidentiary Valu‘? of ‘a telegram
which does not contain the signature of anyone and when anfone is at liberty ¢,
send a telegram as he likes. Therefore, in the ordinary coursc, a  telegram s alwayyg
confirmed by means of 3 postal letter where we get a signature.  Here my Iriend My
Mookerjee has received a telegram and it is his best intention to bring this to the Notice
of Government to redress grievances but he has relied upon a telegram withoyt furthey

gletails and he himself is in diﬂ‘iculty as to the wording of the telegram, 4, ¢-> Whether it
18 “Gorukuti’’ or ““Gurkhalj’,

Cross-examination by you he 5ays ‘Gurkhali.’  So, I would request you, Sir, to kee

this pending till the 25¢h so that the telegram might be confirmed by a more legible
letter from the sender and if my Friend gets more materials and more details, he may

be permitted to bqipg it up on the last day In the meantime, I am taking actiop
and asking for details, '

I have alrea sk ief Secretary to get the tai -
any such occurrence. dy asked the Chie details of

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER .
This matter wi]] stand over fop g}e‘zé h
Adjournment Motion o Panns : he h

& ’ orclble t ss into the ouse of Sri'ut
J“bendr."math. Kataki of Gauhatj 1 ‘I:Tt?:urers of the Telegraph p, ajrt-
?hen: [mfll;l M}’;lltary Personne] 4 R

€ Iton'ble the Sp} y : i :

of a telegram also » SPEAKER Is the second Adjournment Motion o the basis

Mr. BAID .

Mr Spcak:rAls\sTi?r?_lI) MOOKEREF,, Nojiir, on the basis of 2 Jeyier
adjourn to discuss o a reg, leave of the House to move that this Assembly do now
occurrence namely ora:(izlllnlte Matter of urgent public importance anpg’of recent
of Bhoralumukh, ¢ 9 }t-reSpaSSi"g the compound of Srijut Jo'qe"dm"ﬂth Katakj

auhat; :
Department along W?ﬁ:‘ on the 21st March 1944 by some labourers of the Telegraph
s military persons and causing great damage 1o his

property consisting of |, :
from taking theijr midda?; mléﬂuses and trees and also depriving the inmates of the houge
The Hon’ble the SPR, 2l

; d AKER . : :
an enquiry. This wi]] alSDIs{tErI}d' It appears that this is also a matter which requires
Adjournment Motion, B over for 25¢h,

by Governmen; fog ““: Pressure put on trad'ers il(l] Ka‘mrup district
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR GII_;Alghase of National Savings Certificates,

DHURI: My, Speaker, Sir, I beg leave of the

n the Motion, it is ‘Gorukhuti’ but in the course of

perfectly agree with the Hon’ble Pripme Minister,
th.

RIS —

- ...
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House to move that this Assembly do now adjourn to consider a matter of urgent public
importance of recent occurrence, viz., continued undue pressure put on traders in
Kamrup by Government for purchase of National Savings Certificates.

T'he Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Did not this matter come up once before ?

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :  Yes, Sir, it did. But it came up in
connection with an order which was issued by the Inspector of Textile, Gauhati but the
matter which comes up now and which is the subject-matter of this Adjournment
Motion is not the pressure put on the textile dealers but on the traders by the Food
Supply Department. I wili read one telegram and a letter and 1 shall be personally
responsible for the accuracy of this telegram......... _

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The Hon’ble Premier gave a general assurance
that he would issue instructions to all Government officers not to have recourse to any
compulsion for effecting the purchase of National Savings Certificates.

Srijut R HINI KU MAR CHAUDHURI: ‘That has not yet been acted upon.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMA'T ALTI: This matter was raised in Cut Motions
of Maulavi Abdur Rahman and Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Was thi_s matter included in the Motions discussed ?
r. Deputy Speaker was in the Chair, I think, then,

The Hon’ble Meaulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The telegram I received runs thus—
“Nalbari Traders’ Association expresses kt.:cncst feeling and greatest surprise. Deepest
sorrow for recent Government orders putting compulsion upon traders to buy National
Savings Certificates at the cost of huge lot of making capital and urge Government to
withdraw the stringency of the measure so that the present hard pressed trade might
e bst}rfljill;;ad\;c already told you the other day of thc. order issued by the Textile
Officer placing only Rs.200 to wholesale deaiers. Now, this is about the Supply Depart-
ment. These villagers have been asked for purchasing National Savings _Certificates of
Rs.3.000. In the town of Ga_uhuu it is Rs.5,900 to the wh-olesa]c{'s ; in the villages
Rs.3:000 has been fixed, I will not dc]n.v't:r this notice on this occasion to the Hon’ble
Prime Minister because on the last occasion I handed over a letter to him and the
local officials have been now persecuting the textile dealers, patticularly, the one whose
letter T handed over to the Hon’ble Prime Minisier.  But tll}s notice is a Governu.ent
letter sent by the Sub-Deputy Collector. I will read the notice issued : ‘I am directed
by the Price Control Officer, Gauhati, to request you to deposit Rs.3,000 only for
National Savings Certificates within a week and take immediate steps for delivery of the
coml'rll‘?lc(l:tlflc(jn’ble Maulavi Saiyld Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : What

)
datcérijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 14th March,
fgod .ﬁ?ﬁé‘sﬁ;l‘];i;l'e the SPEAKER : This will do. _

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: After we had
discussed this question the other day at an Adjournment Motion, I inmediately took
steps to jssue a circular letter to all Deput:y Commlsslon.ers to avoid any such indirect
method of compulsion to rc_ahse subscription to the National Savings Scheme and that
Rl emember aright, waswnssucd on Monday. last: We_dlscussed this question or;
Friday and I mentioned, Sir, that we would take Immediate steps to withdraw the
notice, the subject-matter 'of the Mqthll. Then a general circular has been issued on
Monday last and this particular notice now complained of is of a prior date to tha

is the

Rs.3,000 for supply of

A . ¢ ; : t.
the receipt of this circular letter, 1 am  sure, the Price Gontr_o] Officer wobld surO]n
withdraw any notice that has been issued belore. I am surprised ely

to hear g
S : o : om gy
] ; Wi e—WwW . . 1
Friend that the man who was given the notic hich was shown o me, is being

v o le 'ned, but I never used the na i g

ersecuted by the oﬂicmls‘conccl ned, : Name in any offici;
gnd nobody zxcept myself kpows to whom the notice was issyed and ij repu d“iztgagﬁers
I have used that to the detriment of the man who gave the notice to my Friend yis




576 ADJOURNMENT MOTION [23rRD MAR

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: It is well known that the person who
received that notice is somewhat connected with me and all the local officers car have
a guess. In this case the wholesalers have not been able to take out foodstufls because
they have not bought National Savings Certificates. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Premier gave an assurance the other
day that he would issue instructions to officers not to serve any notice upon people
compelling them to purchase National Savings Certificates and he has also said today
that he really issued particular orders some davs ago. Orders certainly would take
some time to be effective. I do not think therefore that the grievance which the hon.

Member wants to ventilate calls for an Adjournment Motion to be diséussed. So I hold
that it is not in order. :

Now, next two Motions. These are also worded very vaguely. :

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :  Sir, y:ts r&cgaryds the first Motion
may I request ,thc Hon’ble Prime Minister to send a telegram......... 3

.Thc Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member tabling the Adjournment
Motions could havc_dravyn the attention of the Hon’ble Prime Minister to the subject-
martter of these MOFIOQS in other ways. So far as the complaint made by Mr. Whittaker
is concerned, he is justified in saying that the right of tabling Adjournment Motions is
being abused frogm day to day. I have seen that in some of the other Provincial
jR/Isse{nb].lcs ? c_hﬂ’crent_ procedure’is followed in disposing of notices of Adjournment
bz-t(i)t::"ogf-notttl];z??liy in c'ases_of dou_l)t as to whether an Adjourmr}cnt Motipn is in
N Sk o Icav: inotu:(;l'_:&ior moving it is allowed to be discgssccl in connection with
order are not given conrll‘gr i t}o S o fagat . Motions wl.nch L papally out el
BB Thaye been fsilnt to oy the Speake s without any dlgcussmn. Here in this
allowing évery notice 0? 0“;;“-‘:5 the procedure that is in vogue in the Central Assemb!yl
House, but, now, I f'inda?h djournment Motion o be discussed on tl}c floor of the
SEBICHE 1085 w000 reasons' fork e LC I8 being taken advantage of in such & udy
Motion is abused. ' complaint that the right of tabling an Adjournment

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CH

like this are happening ? AUDHURI: What should we do then when things

In spi : . e et : A
such things, . Spite of Government orders local officers persist in doing

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: - i “thi
House. He should know how to p;"occggcinl:;c:lh ﬁzﬁg? R i

Srijut ROHINI R .
this is E]he only procegu[i%%& S}HAUDHURi : In the humble opinion of this veteran
Adjournment Motion re 1s is to be brought to the notice of the Government.
A “nav?ﬁlability of bare clothing in the markets of
.a llon d G h .
Srijut ROHINT K UMA g an auhati.
this Assembly do now adjouFEtSHAUDHURI :  Mr. Spcaker, Sir, I beg to move that
recent occurrence namely consider

and Gauhati owing to Goyer. >1ability of bare lothing in the markets of Shj)
Mr. A. WHITgTAKEEffn”‘ﬁm action, c ing illong

MAR O;—;t is the meaning of bare clothing ?

do without a shirt and other th; AUDHURI : I mean dhuti. In our part yo
other day, the Hon’ble the P 'h-mgs lgut you ca e ut 2 dhuti.  Sir e
Prime Min: nnot do witho , only the

bales of cloth which were sea

__“Mister told ders had been issued ¢
of Shillong to purchase a pailed v us that orders o'release

aly two or three days ago I went to the market
dnd everywhere I was informed that dhuties
uld not be sold. I personally informed the
partment that I Cmild not ge& a pair of
.~ Yesterday. Yesterday I went to Gauhati and
y bef()reayga‘lr of dhutieg. 1 do not know il dhuly is available
Industrjeg ¢ ;terdaY: it was not available. 1 have shown the
a pair of dhut; t my cloths are in tatters and sewed up and
“insthe markets of Shillong and Gauhati I was not

rof C].loth

there also I searched ip va.in?t day before ye
in Shillong to-day, but dx
Hon’ble Minister of
though I searched for
able to procure it..

a question ol urgent public importance of

vy g— -

gt e
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- The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I have heard the hon. Member who has given
notice of this Adjournment Motion and I do not think this Motion is in order and is
called for. e .
Adjournment Motion re vindictiveness of Government in withdrawing

water supply from Ward No.VII of Gauhati !\itmicij_)ahty

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CH:\UI).I-IURT: Mr Speaker, bll‘,. I. beg to move
that this Assembly do now adjourn to consider a ques ion of urgent public importance of
recent occurrence, iz., vindictiveness of Government in withdrawing water supply
from Ward No.VII of Gauhati Municipality.

Sir, the other day, I brought a Motion for the Ildj()‘[u‘u]]]u“[ of the House in course
of which T said that whenever no water could be _got from the water taps, the Munici-
pality used their water van to supply some water in that locality. But soon after this
Motion for adjournment was l)‘ru‘ugln belore the l-[m:s_(-, a report was called for by the
Hon’ble Minister of Local Self-Govern nent nhnu‘tlwlut'i\l he mentioned in this House,
day before yesterday, that whn-_uu\-'vr water taps I;u! to function in any locality water
van will be used as an al ernative te supply water in that particular locality. ;

Sir, my Friend Mr. Mookerjee also went with me to Gauhati and he hi'msclf'wltm:s-
sed the situation in Ward 1\:0.\"11. }iut the supply by water van has been since stopped.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : f}h.c hon. Member has used a word in the Adjourn-

Motion which insinuates something.
menfs;-gﬁ?(f{l()[-llNl KUMAR CHAUDHURI : \"vs_:, Sir, I use that purposely. This
vindictive action has been taken by the loc « authoritics to punish the local public for
the action I have taken in lhis House. : o 2 Ly

1T'he Hon'ble Srijut HIRI;NDRA C‘.HA.I‘\DRA C[—IAI\I\{\VAR"I Y: Mr. Speaker
. Sir, I object to this Motion l)c{:uusc‘ thlb] matier was discussed on the floor of
the House more than once and not -0 III}‘YS If but also  the Hon’ble Prime
Minister replicd to the hon. Mover of this A(‘l‘]o'.u‘nment Motion. I think,
Sir, that this Motion is also very V‘“;"V‘ _ ‘,’“g_lilff. 1 h‘c hon. 1\10\:91‘ has no stated
sinc: when pipe water stoppcd'ﬂ“l)‘:l‘ t “;l 1n { htl. \’IV'd.ld NO.VII. l'here may not be
sufficient water supply but there is m')f ung ;\(71 S‘]‘():\\«. ‘l 1at there. is not a drop of water
B i ot of the existing pipe conne c,uon.l‘ ‘ I(:)l(‘.\l-t, I do not th.mk that the authorities
there can be so much \.muhctl_vc t_u‘ ‘]l)!gll_d ls:t‘. ‘1”. by su)])‘pmg supp‘ly ot‘ water,
Now, Sir, I find that this {\-[()tmn‘ lt.b(' s Tuy vagile and in view of the fact that
Government is taking all possible steps to Improve water supply, I consider this Mo-

ion i f order. : J
g }lihocu;-l(:m’blc the SPEAK hl{]: I—II hi,ll.\’](‘. ll\lvtl‘dtd l.hc_ hon. Member who has given
notice of this Motion a(lllf,l; also the Hon'ble Minister in charge and I consider thap
i i is not in order. 2 ) ‘
this Motion The Assam Itr}mar): .Educah_on (A-mendment) Bill, 1942

The Hon’ble the SPEAI‘F% :B;1!1‘01‘;?1.'311211-?1]{llfme consideration of the Assam

Primary Fducation (Amendmen Tha 1 ,,'"l S 2SO C!ﬂuse. T'here are no Amend-
: i Chaudhury should mov
ments, so Maulavl Abdul Bari ‘ UDHURY - ks

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHA 4 I\I(r. Speaker, Sir, T heg
the Assam Primary Education (AI,FC.HETIEIF,) e 1942, be passed.

Sir. it appears that the hon. Members hw... not thought fit to table any Amendm

Rt aph his Bill. This shows that they hav T ; ent
to the provisions Of-l o it h merged {i 1 pol o) accorded their consent
to the passing of this Bill as it has {;11 92? : (l)cllu the Select Corpmlttec.

The Primary Education Actho § ?dLOUB not operate owing to the neglect of the
Government as well as of the Lotzg .(?ald 3 or ut the fault, perhaps, lies more with the
Government than w'th_ the Lo_cai i)‘ul('S' ] course, the Local Boards could force ThE
hands of Government if they intenc ee to do so, bu.t the Lgcal Boards did not Aot 11

.« respect, Sir, the present Bill is a distinct Inprovertentlon 1% Pt thig

L0 s e es that the/Bill, if passed, will corde fato foee ., 00 tHE parent
Act. because it Provices, li it tl;(: Governmer t for th 1'11.0 arce at ‘once.” Buptie
feel that the initiative still lies with 1 FeAt 1t lor the proper operation of =
‘he intention of the Bill it they chooge n of the Act

They may frustrate the intentt : LA 100s€ to do so In thic !
Hacy, Y S he formation of the :Zentral Primar Boant : this connec.
tion, [ will refer to the forme Y Board of Educatj

provision has been pr escribed in the body of the Bill regarding qualiﬁcationonc;f ?II]O
e

to move that




578 THE ASSAM PRIMARY EDUCATION (AMENDMENT) BILL, ([23rp MaAR.
1942

Members. I did not like to fetter the hands of Government in this respect, but T am
sure, persons who have insight into the intricacics of the primary ifl):]l‘l(::lll.()ll “z&nd who
are genuinely enthusiastic over the matter, will find place in the Primary E ucation
Board. Then, again, a good deal will depend on the revision of ghc rules ; }vinch 18
a thing that lies entirely in the discretion of the Hon’ble Mimr:_swr in c_hargc of hdlfca-
tion and his Department. Sir, during the different stages o 'lhc: Bili .tllc Hon’ble
Minister did not oppose the provisions of the Bill, at the same time lu_; 'dld not .show
any marked enthusiasm in favour of the Bill, but still I have no misgiving that if the
Bill is passed and it comes into law the Hon’ble Minister will not hesitate to take
immediate and effective measures to translate it into action. )

Sir, the other day T was pained to hear what the Hon’ble Minister in charge said
about the introduction of an all comprehensive Government Bill for the spread of free
compulsory Primary Educati.n in the Province. He made it perfectly clear that he
would not bring such a measure if the present Bill was pushed on. It sounded as it it
was an act of vengeance, but he offered his own explanations. He wanted to see how
the present Bill worked. I do not know whether it was an after-thought. But still T wil]
submit that the position taken by the Hon’ble Minister of Education is hardly sound.
I have already admitted that the present Bill is a piecemeal one and it wili work
within its limited sphere and as such it cannot be any bar to the introduction of a
comprehensive Government measure. I crave for more generosity and 1 appeal to
the Hon’ble Minister of Education not to take into consideration the person who intro-

duced the present Bill but the sacred cause of Primary Education of which he is - (he
custodian,

With trese words, Sir, 1 :
The Hon’ble the » 1 commend my Motion.

SPEAKER : ion moved :
‘“T'hat the Assam Primary Educar{;}(;(:l I\(/IX:III?:nd.ncm) Bill, 1942 be passed.” :
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I find generally
that when the name of 4 Member is suggested for a Sclect Committee it is only on rare
occasions that we see a Member Tiseh ugp e says that we need not put any question,
But at the same time I think it is 5 convention or it is implied that a Member whg
o mittee or when a Motion for reference to tlw.SCICCt. Committee
;nciplcs of the Bill are also acCCPUf(‘i]‘ T}w‘t’.lshl tl;n{k, Sir& the
. regard to a Bj : has emerged out ol the oSelect om-
o sit on they o Member of thig Sclfcil gg;r?:;itLCc. I had expressed no unwillingness
et sfarfigom?‘;ftce because 1 thought it was a laudable Bill and one should give
those which arc;sc o1 Elv% also sat In the Select Committee. The points I raised and
GEain ey s 1 o‘ the Provisions of this Bill, I humbly placed them be[m-_e the
In these circumstan}(’:ew?r- pbractically in all cases accepteq I made no ote Oi_dlsscnt.

et er s ins 11 rather , delicate matter to rise to oppose this Motion,

House the salient defecct(;l;rsgh()f Hie discussion of this Bill 1 pointed our 10, this ko
request to the hon. Mow:? tfe Provisions of this Bill and I had offered my humble
accept the suggestions e }? this Bill not to proceed with this Bill but to agree and
to the effect that if thg Bifl iwm_'e put forward by the I'_Iun’ble Ml.mst'(:r of Education
Bill which will deal with 41y "drawn he will come forward with a comprehensive
id not 4 the points raised in the debate. My llon: I rlCI}d the
Now, Sir, after giving my Bree to that suggestion put forward by the Hon’ble Minister.
directly result in the oper;?-mt Careful consideration to thc. state Oi. things which will
better not to Proceed ful‘thgion of ‘-hfis Bill 1 come to this conclusion that, Sir, it is
One of the aimg of this B‘_fi’lltf} this Bill. )
So we must take effe UL 1s that Primary Education should be compulsory,
are greater Percentage of il Ps to have it spread out in places particularly where there
better to feed a hungy Horacy e . no use trying to feed a well fed man but it js

: 3 One, 1 1
suffering for want of literac But we mus( introduce measures in places which are
of the Primary Educy

towards reformation

Ctive Ste

Ct of 193¢,

would | i If this Bill is passed into an Act the first step

@ Introduce measures for compulsory education in those

tion A, -8, In gardens and hill areas which are outside the scope.
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arcas. So my Friend Mr. Marak stood up then and there and said that his people
were not eager for compulsory Primary i-.duc.atlc.)n. ~ Sir, if thatis the p?jlflOnf\VhICh
can be taken up by a :‘L:SI)t‘cllall,)lv I\l[cmll);-r ol ]Ll]ns Hqusci then the whole idea of com-
; Primary Education has to be thoroughly revised.
pUIS(fI)\’Itl'.‘tjn(i;ll;E&I\"G D. MARAK : Istie hon. _;\rIcmbc:‘_ awace that this ’can?pu]sorg
Pritnary Education is not from the Government side but from the people’s side an
accordihs; to the (h‘mnnrls}()l tl:vll(.)';xlllt;‘f- ;t I‘L\\'lLl be applicable and on taat ground I
id compulsi ay not be used immediately : :
said ;?.!r;]lﬁu[l\{l?;ll-;;]‘\;}[ KUMAR (EI‘I.‘\[JI)I‘.{Ur{l : ISCC, sir’ my FI:iCIld still lna‘ln‘.
tains that compulsory Primary l-,d‘uca_thn .sh_ould_not be mtroduch in the Garo H:llh.‘
(Mr. Marak—Not immediately). So it IS‘Ilkt‘. 3 lm.tc.r pill. A patient may not ﬂ‘l\\'aYb
like to take a Dbitter pill but stll that bitter medicine must be administered in the
interest of the patient himsvli.. So the greater the di}rkness of }llxtc1‘acy in a pzu‘tlgular
locality the greater the unwillingness of the people of that locality to take to com;_)ul-
sory l’rimar;y Education but that tt-n(lencyj h:_ls [U‘ bf:‘clle_ckcd. Also the representatives
of the people have to take all the more eil::ct_lve steps to introduce con:apulsc_)ry Primary
ucation there. That is one aspect of .th<'. matter and my point s tha‘t we
should pay greater attention to these loca‘l'ltlcsl\\:lnch lag behind in the matter of Pri-
mary Education. So far as the areas Oulbl-dt.‘ t }t. G‘arn Hills are concerned we rather
urge upon the Government 0 take up mor e hw:mu'lc schools. _ Government has not so
far been able to take up in_ these 51:1}-'5 t110§L_ Institutions which ll‘avc been already
arted 1‘, iblic efforts. 1l that1s the position to-day that l‘he Government are not
e P 5 the venture primary schools, how can we believe for a moment that
W1lllng'm s u})t 5 introduce compulsory Primary -Education in those areas ? Sir, in-
il be nmch: .t specch or in reply to various Demands for Cut Motions on educa-
caerecof thc,liu‘( ?'(I_inittur gave us an idea of the number of venture schools which are
Lan g H(_)n AL li] e rf)y the Government. Sir, there was a move in certain -
still not being ta -L‘ld IC(I‘ AR of the primary ~ school teachers™ so Ralitaits
Lo_cal gaancs 10 TL lldrll)v taken up. Atleast I know it in the district of Kamrup.
ERSHery; schools murcduéc the salary of teachers from Rs.12 to Rs.6 per month so that
Rl vaniced - to more schools could be takenin.  With great difficulty those schools
L savmgd the villagers were feeding the scl]ool teachers in the shape of supply-
e 'Smrted g ther cutal?]es, as they could not give the teachers any salary. But the
ing rice and O-d of their position and they wanted some sort of Febopmitbn o ima
e e “"?here was an important sectionin the Local Board itself who wanted to
:::(Zlcjcch(t)ﬁzd ‘scale of salary of the Primary School teachers to enable them to take up as
> <

m ible. ] i
any schools as Poss! t agree to the imposition of g,
Then, Sir, if we do not ag
3

mary Education then the position becomes altogether
€

; ve our position at all. It only mOC!iﬁes the provision of law which
e Focal Board to O e comer toaory Primary Fducatio, (6, Sw aus
scheme for the purposc of SP[-C‘mcntg to ﬁlt)"nnce}gucr}:maIy SCcation must be with a
desire on the part of the Gove;nq Lee to IJa‘ cess Na chere and it must be also
with a desire to make the peop’™ - glc are wel)l( off to s bov‘v, i2 the hon  Nioyer of this
Bill in a position to say PR OuE P?(?Ii'lr Eduéation is nomit themselvesjto Cdll?atlonal
cess P After the Coml?ulsory ; r“dc‘:ryGwernmc:nt ntroduced the benefit will 8o to
those schools only which arc un
those which ;:J;glsh?v‘lrlciCh were stal:ted by the villag
o;el; nzc;mcn 30 arc managed by th‘em lF)r very n;arlxylyenm. These villagers whose schools
flaEf: not act been taken up by -G?VCI-n'me?ta s.;a li lége to agree to pay the cess. It will
be admitt}r;d by, ithe Hon’fé‘lf l\i/hr?lf:lexo; [:1 CLlocla%l I?oard liﬁzltl?:: ? et hop, Mover

2 - iq rmse 3

of et:t]sdM?ltgznp:yhgn;?tl?ingmlbr e achiool hoie (s ean! bu?inc villages the Goverp.
m o

: A ; t by the villagers them.
gela o majority of the schools were builg by the villagcrs—g—and thrgy

o appoint teachers,
made their own arrangements t PP achers at  once any  school
N T b

me cess for the spread of Pri-
different., This Amending Act

* Speech not corrected,
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is taken over by a Local Board and when the school house is in dilapidated condition
after use for some years, the villagers do not feel inclined to repai- it themselves even
though the Local Board concerned wants to help them by preparing estimates for the
repair and so on. For these reasons I suggest to the hon. Mover of this Bill to accept
what has been stated by the Hon’ble {inister-in-charge of Education and to take him

at his word and to give him sufficient time within which he will bring a new Bill.’

Because once the Government commits itself to bring an amending Bill in order to
solve the burning problem of the Province it means that it commitsitself to the
necessary ecxpenditure, if not the whole, at least to a great extent. 3o, when he will in-
oA, e I gven  an  opportunity, he will commit himsell 1o the finances for
making the Bill operative. ;

With these words T request the hon, Mover not to proc(‘:cd with the present amend-
ing Bill.

" Babuv KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, though T do not object much
to the provision of this amending Bill, T also feel it my duty to join my Friend Mr, Chau-
dhuri in his appeal to ask the hon. Mover not to press the Bill in view of the assurance
that has heen given by the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Education. Sir, in spite of
the laudable object of the hon. Mover 1 do not think the amending Bill is a real
remedy to the situation. The Assam Primary Educzation Act was passed as far back as
in 1926. Even in the course of this period  of about 20 years—compulsory Primary
Education has not been inrtoduced in any place within the Province. I do not think even
a trial has ever been made even in the towns, not to speak of the urban  areas. Whatis
the reasor,, Sir, for which this Act has remained a dead letter solong ? To me it seems
that financial difficulty isthe main cause [or which it has not been possible to enforce
the Act anywhere. From my own experience. | can tell the House that there has been in
the past some attempt {rom some lm:a[ily ;0 introduce compulsory Primary Education,
But, Sir, []]E_’. respective Local Boards whom they approachctd I‘Cfu_sf_:‘.d to take up the
proposal 1nzunly because .01' the financial consideration. L'he provision of the Assam
Primary Education Act  enjoins that whenever compulsory Primary Education is to be
introduced in a p:u‘tmu!ar locality one-third of the cost involved has to be met by the
Local Board and the ba:.jmce two-thirdg by the Government, and for that one-third of
the cost the local authority will haye to impose an education cess from the rate-payers
or the villagers. ‘But Ll'u:_ chal Boards arcp c:;él‘elllY very reluctant to impose any tax
for the purpose, because, Sir, in moegy cases tlicgvmagcrs are not in a position to pay  any
education cess. lFor tlkmt Teason, Sir, and I rhink that is the main reason, even though
in some casesl'_ctm scheme for the introduction of compulsory Primary, Education in a
part1(‘,u:13-f !OC& 1ty was aCCCPled in a Board’s meeting, ultimate]y the proposal fell
: ¢ Local Board to take recourse to taxation,

Adjo“rnment

The Assembly was then adjourneq for lunch till 2 p.m. of the clock.

' After lunch
MINI KUM o
Bal}u WI;:? telling the ?—II}) CEN: M, Speaker, Sir, before we adjourned ‘for
lunch, I S rdtior! o che u]Sc that the prime difficulty that has been responsible
1rlcm-lrlrs ‘is the financia] Ic)]?frs:ory Primary Education during the course of this |op
D, ye:any educational ¢eg W The Local Bodies are in most cases I‘Chlctalﬁ
to kln.ﬂl?osers or the rate-payerss’ a8 has heen provided in the original Act, because
the vil ?gwilling B ¢ tin ablaeps p'lWhO Are affected by a particular proposal are in most
bl bl;;ls of this House that i;y STiceRs. Iy is, I think, well-known to the hop
B ver a proposal for COmPuls:;mageS Prima!‘y’Educatiorn is at present free, and sq
oy imposition of any tax whiclry PrhnarY Education comes, the villagers general]
resenzta.tion must be free, and lbr'lt}::uch Proposal entails. They demand that Primal‘);’
Educ m. Thatis the position (4" PUrpose no cess in fairness should be imposed
ol s are unable to pay,ang g " UP in most cases. In other cases, Sir, the
villager ‘ OF the sake of majority who are unable to pay, the

for

3
5

o
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minority in spitc of their ability to pay, hardly welcome such a proposal. So, Sir! even
the Local Boards which had made serious attempts to introduce Compulsory Primary
Education had to drop the proposal due to this financial question.

Now, Sir, for this the blame lies not only on the Local Boards, but also to
some extent on the Government themselves. If I remember aright, there was once
a provision of a sum of Rs.50,000 a few years ago in the Budget of this Govern-
ment for spread of Compulsory Primary I;ducntmn‘, but although some proposals came
up from some of the Local Boards, Government did not either accept those proposals
ot made undue delay to consider them, so that the Local Boards had ultimately to
drop their proposals. T understand, Siv, from a friend of mine that a proposal from
Nowgong Local Board came to Government for introduction of Compulsory Primary
Education in a particular l!ocality so ne years ago when the sum about which I have
just referred to was allotted in the Budget.  But the Local Board got no response
from the Government. So, Sir, it is evident that_nelthcr the Local Bodies nor the
Government have been willing to bear the financial responsibility assigned to them.
But unless this financial difliculty 1s solved I 1_lunk, Sir, that in spite of the very
laudable intention of my hon. l"rmn\cl .\‘Iill.ll:l\’l Abdu} Bari Cl_mudlmry, the Mover of
this Amendment Bill, the Primary Education Act of 1926 will still remain a dead
letter, as it has remained for 1.()ng_ twenty years. : . .

The second dilliculty which is also partly responsible, is t!lc difficulty ‘about
procedure  The procedure for lntTO(]l}CthIl of Compulsory _Prlmm'y Education is
somewhat cumbrous. If I remember ;11'15;"ht,_ Sir, the Act provides th_a_t whcncvgr an
application is received by any Local Bo;u‘d it has to make a provisional decision
afler considering it in a meeting of the Bo.:ud‘. INOW: 1t is known to the hon. Members
that meetings of' the Local Bo:u'd.s are gcnm:‘l! y held once in two months S an.d Fhat
the agenda at Local Board meetings 1s ge“?‘_a”?’ 30 hca_vy that two or three sittings
are necessary to fmish the business ol a  particu ar meeting and as such it generall
takes some months even to take 2 | .ITIO.VIS{OI?“‘] decision. Then, Sir, after that
decision is made by the Local I}oarcl, ?JJ.L?)UOH& [fllie callcd for and three months’
time is given to the people affected lillel(‘ Y to‘lf their 0bj_&_(:t10ns. There is also
some procedure prescribed for the pugilca‘tmn (})[ the _Respluu}m of the Local Board ;
that procedure is also cumbrous. !‘911 Suf 17 I3Ub11cat1c3n whenever  there is any
objection, that objection _lms to bc-(i()[clls'l(":}“ i a Board’s meeting .after ]z}pstz_ of
three months before making the fina '_'C{S“.’”' 1But even when there is no objection
from villagers, objection 15 i{Cner;-l.%ly : n‘}ac (; ‘m L'1c Board’s meeting tha.t the publica-
tion-has not been properly done, c‘1m~('1 int Eat- case _ﬁ"-‘Sl} publication is orglered for.
Then, Sir, after the Bo‘ard 1‘11‘.1_;111‘,’ e(;ll&estg tic 111 ‘C?insxd(_ar}ng all these objections, that
Compulsory Primary li.ducal.lol‘l WOl.-\nd G Il} g uc?d In a particular locality, the
proposal goes up to Government. 5 con‘sidcr 1[:}“’6 T S Government
generally take unu.t;uam_’ long time whieh wis ,1(? pProposal and the matter ends there.
For all these reasons, >ir, the Act as enacted about 20 years ago has remain-

a dead letter. .
ed dE\?Cll v Bengal, Sir, thls. eductzul;g.n n’?ec?bljl I-[undcrstand, has been a stumbling
b spite of vi‘gOI'oUS nLtc11;n}])eSN11(i)mmélCle&lt_quartcr:, I un-erstand COmpul-
sory Primary Education has no l)od b (_IICG N any part of Bengal. So, Sir,
unless the financial difficulty 1s Sg}v,‘ F L cis rovernment take the sole responsibility
of meeting the expenscs, unlﬁssd oy crl)l;élst?_.baée‘prc;_)arec_i to make Primary Educa.
tion fiee, and unless the proce u“-:nrrl this“Ac 1Sd simplified, I think, Sir, no yee.
ful purpose will be served by passing pocndment Bill.  This Amendment By

i ‘mation of a Central Primary Education B d
only provides the formation 3 i motase e | ; L boarc. The. dugy
of the Primary Education Boat e bocly.lerlct‘1rh£ tink, it will be specified

rules. But they will be an R Government or the z
lzJuylthoritics do not accept their "(u,iv:cg.l ldo }H)t know whatg would be the Loc::"?}
tion, who will be the final authority a;l s 11? will “decide the issue ? X
Then, Sir, 1 am not Very mu;:tl tilgn 1Lalv0urt Of‘. ‘€Sent  constitution of the
Board itself, rather I p‘re['c:r the F_Ctms 1F L;he mb g%es ed in the draft Bill. As amended
hyithe Select Gompaittes Bal s, Sir, the majerne, 0 Slooted Bplloth fhe Eiam
of the Legislature. To me, it seems, Sir, majority should have been the membersg
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of the local authorities who are expected to know the conditions and circums-
tances prevailing in the different localities much better. Any way, Sir, the formation
of a Board even with a majority of the Members of the Legislature will not help
matters. The real difficulties still remain unsolved. For these reasons, Sir, I
think, the hon. Mover of the Amendment Bill should not press it. If he presses
it and if he is able to pass this Bill, the only effect will be to give a scope to
Government to wait for some time more. I think, the Hon’ble Minister has already
said that if the Bill is passed, they will watch for sometime the working ol the Act,
That will mean giving them further scope for delay.

Sir, so long, for every bencficial measure financial stringency has been  pleaded.
Now, Sir, within the course of last 4 or 5 yecars we have been able to _pass 6 or 7
taxation Bills which are bringing an annual income of about 40 lacs to Government.
Besides, Sir, by thc withdrawal of the remission of land rcvenue another
40 lacs are coming to the coffers of the Assam Government and if even at this time
the Government does not make serious attempts to introduce Compulsory Primary
Education in the Province, I do not think Compulsory Primary Education will ever
be introduced in Assam. The Act has remained a dcad letter and it will remain
so in spite of this Amending Act. So, Sir, T appeal to the hon. Member not to press
this Bill rather to ypress on the Hon’blc’Education Minister to bring forward an
Amending Bill to solve all these difficulties without any further delay. i

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to OpPoOs¢ the Bill because
the inf:ention of the Mover ma, he good’ but’it is impraclicubl(:‘. As ‘F:lr as [
know in our locality people are not prepared to pay tax for education.  1f Primary
Education is to be made compulsory, it should be free and mnot to '_nilkc people
pay tax or cess. 1 know in the KamruP district cspccially in the Gauhati sulb-
division there are as many as 300 venture schools. Some of them are as old ag
15 years. The Local Board has not yet 1 : bl "to take them up. So instead
of introducing such measure Governmy t )f‘ien ?d) y ntribute to the Local Boardsg
sufficient funds to enable them to lakcn 510}1 CO, ture schools.  The venture
schools and Local Board schoo] | ,'“id.up these vent ttering condition. Someten
:he Hscl;lool buildings have been tran:iE:)lrmlIelgs inatlcl;e c:)I]\v;(l);cris. Before doing justice
.(c})oa{rcr;r?ls:ntlt a\illli bf folly  on our part to pass such a Bl.ll' i Yearsihace

sked the Palashbar; Town Committee tO introduce Compulsory

Primary Education. After i
. o ; ; : nued t g
B R Ry buildings or two years Government disconti the grant

children are now to go to Wa'd;;{; lying there, | belong to Ward Ni) l'anc_l o
of Compulsory Primary Educ 'd No.2 or 3. If Government want t0 Make experiment
committees first instead ofauon let them have experiment in towns and  town
Compulsory Primary Educatio:ﬂa} g, it compulsory throughout Assiarfl. Besides this
communities and I understang 1S essentia] for the backward areas and backward

this Bill. So I would e t‘?}?e backward tracts are not within the scope of

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK . hon. Mover to withdraw this Bill.
hon. Mr. Chaudhuri althoygy, M- Speaker, Sir, I am SOITY (o note that
of the scheme or policy andga] € is an ex-l\’/Iit;.ist;r still he is totally ignorant
Particularly he was charging mSO condition of the education in th? Garo Hills.
was opposing this Bill. Sir, i, ?‘ et T i, the representative of the district
tional expansion of my district ?Ct: to he bricgf In1 B Presponsible for the educa-
many years and at my efforts .th st&DepUty’Ins ector of Schools, Garo Hills for
from Rs.5 to Rs.15 and then to sefe‘ft‘}alc of PrimarypSchool teachers has been raised
];?buj é(&hligil KUMAR SEN;, *\&de upto Rs.30
B D. MARAK : % —CClion grade ?
to know this; there are selectio, S selecyi The hon. Member ought
n grad lon grade. gat
and ;[{s.ZSSFo Rs.30d-per :mnsem’ ! e;ofrotr[? Rs.15 to hRslzcvé)aréhﬁai“lS{s‘ZO to Rs.25
ow, Sir, regarding the pol; their pay in the .
ferences with Sir Bamfield FulIl)ertczh(éf %ﬁﬁntén in the Garo Hills, we had several con
Ommissioner of Assam and Sir Archdal

.....
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Earle to decide what sort of educational policy should be there in the Garo Hills. Sir,
I was strongly opposing the policy of education of that time. The educational
institutions in the Garo Hills at that time were in the hands of the American Baptist
Mission and I was strongly against that policy and I explained why I was
against that. ‘The Chief Commissioner, Sir Bamfield Fuller after hearing my
points and of the then Deputy Inspector of Schools remarked like this in
conclusion of the conference that it was unsalc to leave the education entirely in
the hands of the foreigners. Then my another point was to have a High School
in the Garo Hills and to that point also the Chief Commissioner said in conclusion
of the conference that the first High School in the Garo Hills, if there be a High
School at all, must be a Government one. Sir, now there is a good number of
Government Primary Schools in the Garo Hills due to ; my attempt they are purely
Government schools and the number is not less than 300,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: All due to you ?

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Yes, surely, Sir.. The Hon’ble Sir Saadulla, the
Prime Minister knows very well ; Hon’ble the Education Minister knows very wellGaaIE
you refer the matter to ‘the ex-Directors of Publip Instruction, Mr. Small and
Mr. Cunningham, they will tell you that they know this very well. Mr. Chaudhuri
does not know because while he was Education Minister he did not visit the Garo
Hills. Lastly, regarding the policy of education in Garo Hills, ..,...._.....

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: How are all these relevant ?

Mr, JOBANG D. MARAK: I am against this COmpulsory Primary Educa-
tion for the time being, only for this reason that all over the world in the
civilised countries Primary Education is free. No compulsion ;s there. Th
hon. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen said rightly that the Local Boards and also th:
villagers even amongst cnIigl}tcnedlpeoplc in the plains dis:tricts resent \reryhmuch
an assessment for Primary Education. I tIllnk, !lﬂ 18 1‘1g]]t on. that pOint and
for this very reason, amongst the Garos there is a great resentment against
Primary Education. 1 think, they will not be ready for this assessment,  Sjy
when I was a Deputy Inspector of Schools, in  our vll_lnges_ there was l‘est‘:ntmc "_
shown by the people even lor tl?e -establishment of Primary Schools in therilf
villages. They said that if a Primary hf:hool was e§tabhshe:d there would be all sort

They said that it would interfere with their daily | s

I tried to persuade them. I hag to till)nfl)::'n tosotﬂwy
- em

of troubles.
were objecting very &_‘»tl'Ol’g]Y- . m.
the benefit of e(lucanonIand thczlyi\ée:tel %I‘ad13111¥ willing to .
Education in vilages. Wah LGl 1at an was trying to ;

people. They were at first deC)l InUChl.kUPSCt tll}at they \\;ouldbnot cm{:}f‘:ﬁgcf * those
of inspecting staff. They did not Il e to discuss educationg] Matteps o S3ages
particular localities. Sir, these simple matters were S in  their

| ; resented
think my people in the villages will be prepared to bear this C;SC;- SoI do not

Education. o ¥ : °n - Primary
So, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister of Education promiseq v e s

was préparec’i to bring RQOH’P!CW Bill during the next Session for f};ﬁ l}lnc.uy that he

fore, Sir, I oppose t.e Motion of the hon. Mover ang woul

PI‘OV]nce_ 5 there-
re :
withdraw his Bill. ) €quest  him o
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN - Mr, S
I will not emulate the example of those hon. Mc_mbers of the Opposition
have taken a considerable time of the House by inflicting lengthy Speecl?es

very brief. My hon. Friend, Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury was Very unchapg shall pe

f neglect in the past in th tab]
e accused the Government ol ncg 2 ¢ matter of € wh
gf the Act of 1926. He is a Chairman of a certain Local Board e, of dministratigg
natural on his part to shove the responsibility of failure oy the Such  {¢ Was

as
has been rightly pointed out by my 1, _Shoulders
%ﬁﬁgméfrf, é\‘se failure of this Act is due to what heycacﬁls' Fne“d: M of the

: : . r. Ka
part of the Local Bodies to 1mpose educational cess. He hagq .10 C'VOUSDess o

. - S0 : t
very good reason, namely, the cumbrousness of the Procedyre laid Ei1831gned b he
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; Sty ; . + knowledge, has
B el oot e oy Tor Sntronucing  Gar A
asked in the past to provide any money g o T
?’lr:ivrirarl-); IHaeation i anylztrca. My Friend, Mr. Sen -wl"m.l(,l_. rary. Ericadin 0{
Rs. 50,000 in the Budget in the past for spread of (_Iumpm.sc_n'}' . ;“-I;-MLLiq‘ muchiaiie?
do not remember, if any such provision was made, but I rem ;!{1 ));1ini Kumar | Ghan
during the time of my hon. Friend, my ev-Colleague, Nl‘] ; l(l]qi”” o e s AT
dhuri, a sum was provided in the Budget for i!]ll-(}dll(fl!!g (.l)l'lll‘)c[ -.-uiun ( Flear; Dhed
areas but that amount, I think, lapsed during the 93 pf‘l””.'”" [: b Fof )rovis,ion of
Since then there has been no atternpt on the part of the Gover nn’u.n s s;c]hemcs had
any amount for the purpose of Compulsory Primary Education as 1 $
been forthcoming. . sino of this Bil
As I have sagid in the past, it is my firm conviction that lhf', Il)n;:ll(nﬁm(:: t}II;;l asl
will not carry us any further in imroducing Compul:ory Primary ‘(. “_tl-[-q i;l certain
I have said, the formation of a Central Board inight improve m.lcnél:ltinn of e
directions. For this purpose, we have, in pursuance of a "“C”n.nln. e ‘ a survey of
Primary Education Committee, which met in July last, already '07(“;“{'1]“' ivoa il
the Primary Schools in the Province to detect ill-distribution over cert € ’
I can assure t’he hon. Mover 3 . : > isions of thist Billtiee
shall not be lacking in enthusiasm to give effect to the pro to withdraw the
speedily as possible, but I would also request him to see his way 20 :
Bill becgusc my offer which I made last time is still open for ‘]3]”:{;\,;5;{_”, Government
i In concluswn,l I rnIust say that if the Bill is pressed to a )
will remain neutral as T said before. T ir we
*Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI : I\f[:-. -‘Tl};;}gmg:ﬂg“:]i):;z‘é‘
nothing but admiration for the sponsor of this Bill for his laudable OEJ.].(‘- with T ili
but I hope my hon. Friend will excuse me if I cannot sce eye 1o ¥ half measure—g
regard to this Bill. After all it must be admitted that the Bill lql 1:- :)i' C(m{ ulgor
patched up work. As soon as we come to the history of the . f which }i)t 1 H
Primary Education Act of 1926 e .. alise aspects because ob  WHIC ¥,
y ! n » We can realise two aspect
become a failure. - Sessions certain Bills
. I regret very much that during (he last two or three I-(JShc;-iv;cd Bills. oo
n spite of my desire not to Say so,—some ill-drafted and ill-con i
up before the House and

z T © & 1!‘
; kT referred o Select C()n’lmltl(’.ch‘”l mean, A UArER
Sclect Committee, which is a New invention iy this House.

A 3 avelling  Select Commi-
Sy ?N[r. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What is the travelling

*Babu DAKSHINA RAN = 2 . Only recently we had
a spectacle of a travelling saéli\gogyn?“‘ CHAUDH[-JH%Idh-cct to this Bill I must
say that the whole question of Compuls()t-lci‘;v N'ow c?f.)dmin-t{ion hinges on the question
of finance. The people of the Province }:Y 1ll'nal'y.L lcll ic'rom head to foot and ips
becauge of the fear of educationa] cess th Sttt ation could not be made
compulsory in this Province, While e ilt‘P‘I‘unary Ec!ui:: and reasons of the Bill
my hon. Friend thé Mover has said th:F E(\thnmg the Objf“’.ts }fy LEducation was intro-
duced in cert_au:l part;1 of ST al, Opcérnpuls?ry I ri;?:::nd will remember what
storm was raised in the district .- Iny hon. 4 Primary Education
was going to be introduced. | 2 MYmensmgh when Compulsory ! 4 2

: am ; : 2 . necessity of introducin
Compulsory Primary E Ducitisn bm’ttth(;ne with him about the Neces g

- of finance.. In
N : s ‘s the question 2
every Olther (};)wlhs};:d country, ip L thllls?in gueslilop 1-[}1:,2-316111'5 plan, they made it
compulisory but there was no question of T <o far as the people are
concerned; it is up to the Cs educational cess sO

Vernment introduce  Compulsory
: n L
a free basis; tha d out money

is the only criterion by which we ought to

Primary Education on
judge it.
We have heard today that the Hon’ble Minister of Education was trying to

SRR

e
Speech not corrected,

g . Bill is passed. I -
of this Motion that if he presses and the Bill is p 2

-

=]

—_—— -
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shave the responsibility on the shoulders of the Local Board Chairmen; I think he
himself realises that with the meagre finances the Local Boards cannot possibly  bring
about Compulsory Primary Education. Maoreover, Sir, I think in this House all the
parties are not properly represented and unless all the parties are properly represen-
ted in the House, such an important measure should not he passed into an Act because
on the basis ol Primary Education the whole structure, the whole architecture of a
nation’s future progress is built. There is a great divergence of opinion as regards
the curriculum of Primary Schools  Today we see a s d spectacle  of Primary School
teachers. ‘The Primary School teachers today are being  provided with a salary of
only Rs.12 and if Local Boards give 40 per cent. Government would contribute 60 per
cent. and- they get only rupees3 or rupees 4 as allowance. I should ask the
hon. Members to consider the ot of these poor Primary School teachers. Today
even an office chaprasi earns more than what a Prim;u‘y School teacher can earn:
Before we have been able to do something for the betterment of the lot of the
poor Primary School tenchvr:w, we should not embark on an ambitious scheme of
Compulsory Primary Education. . :

So far as the constitution of the committee which, my hon. Friend
[ think the Mecembers of the 1~"§4’5]«'11111'l:‘ should not make monapoly of becoming
Members of every committee and becoming expert of everything just as we have
I. C. S. people expert in {15]101‘105 and co-operative movement arnd things like that.
Now-a-days we find that it has become a fashion with the M‘thers of the Legislature
tp become expert in all and every matters, .I)ut I think, so far as the constitution of
this committee is concerned, there m.tght to be representation  of some educational
experts who ought to have some say In ‘hc_ matter ol “"‘:11111!1:: the educational policy
of our future generation. In t]u_s view '(]}’ the matter, Sir, I think the Bill, as it has
been placed before the House, 1s an ‘1'(7"01‘(1(31\’0(1 one and I would request the
hon. Mover not to play in the I'muds.nf (;nvcrnmm?t. They have said that if the
Bill is passed into an Act they will w.aii afll(. l§C€ }1()xv it will work. But I know from
my own experience and many other : ”C‘ll dolmd ‘C']lall‘lngll and ex-Chairmen' also
will say that the 1926 Act !ms ]J%:CIOIHL.ZLI(‘C"; f:tcl101 and (Jove‘mment has postponed
bringing in a comprehensive Bill to in 1n§ ul(x.‘ ©ompulsory Primary Education on g2
free basis. I would, thercfore, request my hon. F riend not to  press this Bill belore
_the House but rather to press tlmf_nwcr.tuncnt to bring in a comprehensive Bill for
introducing Compulsory Primary lud‘u.c«’.lll(}ll' R4 1{‘00 basis in the next Session of the
Assembly. I would also as him to ;gn-act 41‘1_31011'115(‘, from the Hon’ble Minister -of
Education to that eflect and I would request my hanp, Friend to withdraw this -Bill.

With these words, Sir, 1 resume my seat.

Mr. BAIDYANATH AxIOQl\EERJLL}NfF- Speaker, Sir, I rise to support this
Motion. Sir, it is 1‘ez}lly a pity i;'?lt’ aée,l,ahill_ll discussion in this House about
the merits and demerits of !thls Billl sl?:)]ulc(lm]e[ 1t was decided by this House with-
out. -any  division S tlCoi‘ the Select G)c Sent to a Select Committee and
after the unanimous .ﬁndmg_ R g OMmmittee . has been placed before the
House, even some of the signatories ol the Re

! ~CPOrt of the Select Committ
opposing the Bill at this last stage. T think, it Bill'so

¢ IS not the defect in the Bil
B : . S0
much as it is in the mentality of two of my hon, Friends—who are ex-Minisg-

i s : is troubling {h
ters—the Ministers’ mentality 1s troubling them. 1 gq ;.4 find any other r
for opposing this Bill at the [?St s‘tagc fl?Y thOSC| two hon. Fric}:fnds of erisif;z
except the reason that this Bill 195 come rom  a private Member. May I enquire
of my hon. TIriends why 1hcy):ue ROt stickinig: to.ihe stondWibat they took from
the very beginning ? Were they not a party on various occasions to support this
ind of Bills? '
kin S IROHINI KUMAR pHAUDHURT: Yes.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJELE: At that tim
they were for the benefit of the people. Now do tj
necessity of such a:zl Act ? tioned, Sir, that M i

As I have already menl T T. Ghaudhyy; N

) took full part in the debate vas a Member of the

Select Committee, he to z and aftey that signed the Report

has suggested

¢ they sy

pported the
& o P m because

think that there is the
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of the Select Committee ; now he has taken recourse to oppose the Bill when it
has come to the passing stage.

*Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, one counsel is always greater
than consistency and as regards the position which I held as a Minister the coffers of
the.Government were not as good at that time as they are now for distribution for other
areas and as a humble measure we introduced some sort of compulsion in the
other areas.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Sir, I have heard the explanation of my
hon. Friend. I thought that atleast for the last several months—why months—it is
more than two years, my Friend’s opinion is consistent which it was not before
when I charged him on various occasions on this ground. But I am sorry that
the defect is still in him. I shall appeal to him with all sincerity that in future
he will try to be consistent in every matter, as heis no more a Minister.

As regards other hon. Members who have opposed the Bill, they have raised
various points. Sir, at the very beginning Government also objected to this Bill
being circulated and then this Bill being sent to the Select Committee. But after-
wards the Government agreed to the principle of this Bill and as there was no
division all the hon. Members present on that day also accepted the principle
of this Bill. Sir, even to-day at an carly stage I heard my hon. Friend Mr.
Whittaker, the Leader qf‘ the European Group, rc‘marking that some Members have
adopted the policy of killing the time of this House for practically no use-
ful purpose. I shall eagerly watch his action in this matter. Sir, it is our misfor-
tune that we are delivering our speeches on the floor of this House in a foreign
language. Sir. it is also our special misfortune that we are wearing foreign cloth
and dress. Sir, I do not hesitate to admit my fault. I have never done it. I
challenge it on the floor of this House if any hon Member can find outa soli-
tary instance that Mookerjee is inconsistent. Sir, I may be obstinate but the policy
that- my hon. TFriend Mr. Chaudhuri wanted to follow only a few months before
regarding this Bill and that according to his conscience, I am [ollowing that policy of
consistency since a very long time. I do not remember the exact date but I can
say that since I had some knowledge of this world I am following this policy which
my hon. Fr@cnd- adﬂptf{d at the_ _last stage of his life. Now let me sée how
my hon. Friend Mr. Whittaker utilises his time and saves the waste of time of
this House being consistent with his remark mentioned above.

Sir, the other day the Hon’ble Premier remarked by criticising me that I was
not willing to accept something because I was not getting the full. He said that
(according to his words) a poor man as he was he would be pleased to have hall
a loaf because I}e thought hal_f a Io:flf' was better than no loal. I think in this
case he will advise the Education Minister to accept this Bill which may be half
2 measure and better than none at all. Sir, let it be 1/8th of a loaf. "What is
the harm in accepting that 1/8th even. Sir, cven to-day when the Hon’ble Minis-
ter expressed hlt_‘ opinion about this Bill he clearly stated that if this Bill is passed
he would try his best tosee that the provisions of this Bill are given effect tos
and he will not delay to come with his Bill. After that I do not find any reason
that there sho_u]d be any opposition from any quarter on the ground that Govern-
ment will wait and watch the result of this Bill and thereby they will adopt the
delaying tactics. _I hav? got no doubt about this remark, Sir, because it came
from an hon. Friend o mine who was once in that gadi. Sir, he has admit-
ted that it is the policy of the Government to take recourse to delaying tactics
When_tome hencical measure i3 before the House

ijut : : s e .

L EATDVANATHL MOOKERJSE: (o Jow gainst he delaying tactics
1 remember aright the Hon’ble Education Minjster réxarked %150 thqltt' o E_Siri}.ﬁ
if passed into an Act will remain as a dead letter because of some de}‘ this Bill,
Sir, he also was a Member of the Select Committee and he dccu ied th leClS ey

: *Speech-not corrected., 4 € place of the

~

e —
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in the Province. If they were really serious, in that case, Sir, we would have heard
something about it. For several vears it seemed to us that this matter —the education
of the children of the soil—was practically, so to say, no body’s business. I must in
conclusion thank my hon. Friend Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury for coming before this
House with this Bill. He has heard a good deal of criticism both from the Government
side and from the hon. Members of this side and ultimately I hope that all the hon.
Members will lend their support so that the Bill may passed into an Act and there may
be a nucleus of the Compulsory Primary Education introduced in the Province with
a hope that therc will be free Compulsory Primary Education throughout the whole
Province in the near future. With these words, Sir, I support the Motion.

. #*Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I appreciate the
laudable object and I support the Motion to introduce this Amending Bill. As [ was
telling, Sir, we yield to none in order to remove illiteracy from this Province. But I
would request the non. Mover of the Motion to adopt such measures by
which we shall be able to reach the laudable object. Supposing
the hon. Mover succeeds in getting this 3ill  passed then  what will
happen ? The Bill will be sent to the _Upp(-r H:use. The hon. Members of the
Upper House, all of whom are gifted with intelligence, will put Amendments to the
Bill. Assoon as an Amendment is made, hon. *Members know, the Bill will be
referred back to this House again for re-consideration. Therefore I should say, as ic
matter is now moving in this Assembly, it will require at least 2 ycars and alter
that there might be a Joint Session again and there will be further discussion. So this will
take us at least 3 years, I should say. Supposing we succeed in  the Joint Session 1n
carrying out the Bill, what will be the fate of the Bill? When Government
opposes certain meazsure it will oppose it for all the time to come. This ha,s been our.
experience in the past. We have scen the fate of our private Members’ Bills both
in the Central Legislature as well as in the Provincial Legislaturc.  We know of the
Haribilas Sarda Bill which was passed into an Act. We know what has been the fate
of this Act. Itis a dead letter now. Government has absolutely taken no interest
whatsoever {o carry out the laudable object ol this Bill. The benefits that were
conferred upon the society by this Bill outweighed the disadvantages put forward by
the orthodox section of the Hindu Society. Here also in“this Legislature my hon.
Friend Rev. Nichols-Roy, being inspired with the laudable obJr‘ct of sceing a
scholastic atmosphere, moved in the year 1923 or 1924; the Juvenile Smoking Bill
which was passed into an Act.

#*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On a point of information. What is
the harm if amongst so many dead letters another dead letter is added ?

*Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : ‘hat is simply usecless.  As I said it is
not an evidenc: of prudence. This Juvenile Smoking Act was passed as carly as in
1923, yet the Police officers have been taking no action whatsoever against the
offenders, therchy smoking amongst the juveniles is going on as merrily as it did in
1923 or 1924. Sir, this has been the fate of the legislation pas:ed by private
Meinbers in the Central Legislature as well as in the Provincial Legislature. Therefore,
we should proflit by the fate of these private Members’ Bills and accept
the promise offered to us by the Hon’ble Education Minister. We hope that when
so much has been said about removal of illiteracy from the people, Government will
rise to the height of the occasiun _and will bring a Bill and the Bill being a Government
Bill wiil, I hope, work satisfactorily and in that Bill the object of the hon. Mover will

be scrved.
With these words, I again.request the hon. Mover to withdraw his Bill. If he

chcoses not to withdraw the Bill, it should be my painful duty to cast my wvote against

e

*Speech not corrected.




"1944] THE ASSAM PRIMARY EDUCATION (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1942 589

Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN: M. Speaker, Sir, I rise to
support the Motion before the House.

In spite of the speeches which have been delivered from different parts of the
House opposing the Motion, I fail to appreciate all that has been said. Sir, in this
land of ours illiteracy has been the order of the day; 90 per cent. of our people
are still illiterate. This colossal illiteracy has got to be liquidated and we cannot
waste any more time over this problem that faces us. Ewven -if the present measure
before the House is definitely a hall measure still I would welcome it, because this
would be a recognition of the problem and appreciation of it in its true perspective.
It would not do if we merely educate the adults, if we spend money and energy in
making the adults literate, for which the very hon. Members who are now opposing
this Bill are very enthusiastic. The problem has to be attacked on both ends. We
must educate our children and we must educate our adults. It is in that view, though
this Bill is a half measure, T would extend my support to it and I would urge upon
the House to accept it.

Sir, if this Bill is passed, there is an assurance of the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge that
he will not put it to the cold storage. He has assured the House that he would lose no
time in giving effect to this Bill as soon as it is put into the Statute Book. With this
assurance before the House, I think, we should not hesitate to accord our support
to it.

Again the Hon’ble ‘Minister of Education was p!eased to assure that he was
very anxious to come forward hc_loné the House with a more comprehensive
measure. I cannot understand, if this Bill is passed, why should Government wait for
this Act to be tried in action before they come forward with a co mprehensive Bill,
While this Act is in operation the Government can still come forward with a
comprehensive Bill to replace it and, {lhl%l‘ the hon. Mover will join with me in
requesting the Government, aft’(%r this 1]! is passed, to come forward with a
_comprehensive Bill which the Hon’ble Minister proposes to do.

*Mr JOBANG D. }\"[ARéI‘."‘: . O_n a point ‘:—’i‘ information. Did not thé
Hon’ble Minister express his disinclination 10 come forward with a comprehensive
Bill if this Bill is passed now ?

SHifut SURENDP}ANJ})T.[:L: th:I‘r‘)Tr%[‘;\l‘(;';l(i)efjs?vIeI\Il;'ll ?t cax;notB ”understagd why
rnment wait to bring s che Ul alter this Billis passed.
ShouLngjz:eROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT:  Government have saidpthat' they are
to watch the wcrking of the Bill. i
Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN: s, §jr,
matter, without taking much more time of the House, I wo
the Motion before the House.

.Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : Mr. Spefl_keli':.s}f, from the speeches we have heard from
the different sections of thf: House, I think it is time now for the hon. Mover to with-
“draw his Bill in anticipation of the !“FO""; “Q‘EPI‘CIIGHSWC Bill Government are going to
bring. I think we should not be sa%ns iec 1\_\.’1:1 3 half measure but press for a more
complete one. But I would like to th)e Cg?n'g‘ lanec} by the Hon’ble Minister of Educa.
tion when he proposes to bratlg AR Bill plr‘ellmnsw.e Bill, whether he has taken into
account the fact that a cqmprcllcnswc h_l k\_‘\-l entail a great expenditure of money.
The hon. Members of this House are tklll ing that Perhaps the Bill will be introduced
during the next Session. I \:vant t?l noﬁ\-’”Wth.her Gove i
they will be able to bring IE ei{L}c a v.-lii ldu:?ng _the next Session—a Bjll which
& etltilves' much ¢ onstructive thinking, ~which will” involve the whole Province and

: . . diture of money. If the :

which will entail a large expen : . 1€Y promise such a thin

and fail to bring in such a Bill d“““’f ﬂ:e.uc"t Session, 1t will he 5 difficult gos}gw,
for the supporters of Government at that time. Posiion

in this view of the
uld accord my support to

*Speech not corrected,
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I rise to support the Motion. I am simply surprised to find educationists like Mr.
Goldsmith and ex-Lieutenant Marak opposing this Bill. It has been admitted by all
hon. Members who opposed this Bill that the provisions made in this Bill - are an im-
prove ment on the conditions laid down by the Primary Education Act of 1926. If it
is admitted that the provisions of the Bill under discussion are an improvement then I

do not understand why they are opposing the Bill, instead of lending their hearty sup-

port to it. I find that the Hon’ble Education Minister has taken up a peculiar stand
which, I am sorry, I cannot appreciate. He says that if the Bill is passed, he will not
come forward with a more comprehensive Bill ; at the same time he informs the House
that Government will remain neutral if the Bill is pressed to a division. If it is admitted
that this Bill is an improvement on the parent Act and if the Hon’ble Minister-in-
charge of Education is earnest about introduction of Compulsory Primary Education, I
cannot understand why Government would remain neutral. They should support the
Bill, and at the same time assure the House that they will soon come forward with a
more comprehensive Bill as promised by the Hon’ble Minister, Education. I appeal to
the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Education, on behalf of the dumb millions, to with-
draw his opposition to the Bill (The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur Rahman :
I am not opposing the Bill.) He should allow this Bill to be passed and come forward
with a more comprehensive Bill, removing all the defects in the provisions of the Pri-
mary Edacation Act of 1926, as soon as possible.

With these few words, I whole-heartedly support the Bill, and T hope the Hon’ble
Minister will revise his opinion, and he will congratulate Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury
for minimising his labour.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am thankful to the
hon. Members who were kind enough to take part in the debate on this Bill. Many of
my hon. Friends have uttered a pcs_;simistic note. I must admit, Sir, that I do not share
_their pessimism. Many of them did not confine their remarks to the merits and
f the Bill, but they travelled a very wide range and brought in all sorts of
problems relating to Primary Education. T am sincerely thankful to Mr. Mookerjee,
Mr. Buragohain and Mau]avx Magqbul Hussain Chaudhury for the general support they
have extended to the Bill. As regards the ]engtl}y speech that was delivered by my hon,
Friend Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri, I submxt,.S_ur, that he has not put forward any
new arguments ; his arguments were only a repetition of what he said on the last occa-
sion. Contrary to his usual practice, he also chose not to confine himself to the Bill

Srijut RO_I:UN_I KUMAR QHAUQI{UJKI : Repetition is not the fault of the
speaker; repetition 18 due to the inattention of the hearer. When the hearer does not
listen to the speaker, he has to repeat.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : I was surprised to hear him say that
because many of his suggestions were nat accepted by the Sclect Committee, he. was
objccting to the Bill at this stage. For the mforr_nation of the House, I may say that
the changes that were made in the Selqct Co‘mmxttec were mainly due to him, and as
far as 1 remember and the Members of the Select Committee who are present today will
bear me out when I say that Igof_thf his Amendments were accepted. Another thing that
strikes me is this : during the deli erz}tlmns of the Select Committee Mr. Chaudhuri did
not for a single mornent }lrg% usi;'(l)l WII; idraw the Bill, rather I found him very enthusias-
tic. As regards d=fects in the Bill, the biggest obstacle that he has discovered is that
there has not been made any prowsxons‘.for inclusion of the Garo Hills. On anothes
occasion I subrr_utted that thq As§am qu_nar_y Education Act of 1926 only provides for
Compulsory Primary Education in the districts where Iocal Boards function. As there js

dv in the Garo Hills, it was left outsid ; : :

goa{;gga;f]i%uzse we had no other alternative.. .. s purvmw of the Bill. 8o, asa
(Mr. Jobang D. Marak rose on a point of informatio

by mMaulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury. Mr. Marak sti]) di
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order order, the h

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE :
down.

demerits o

------

n, but he was not given way
d not sit down.)

(Finding Mr, Marak still standing) :  Sit

on. Member is not giving way. .

= P
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Srijut ROHINTI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a point of information, Sir.
What about the Mikir Hills ? There is a representative of the Mikir Hills in the
Golaghat Local Board.

Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY.: Ona
point of order, Sir. Has a hon. Member the right to say to another hon. Member
¢ Sit down ’ ? :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes. It would, however, have been better if the
word ‘¢ Please " was also uscd.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : As a matter of fact we had no other
alternative but to leave out the question of the Garo Hills.

As regards the speech delivered by Mr. Sen, his objection mainly relates to firance.
He said that the Local Boards as well as our people were very much unwilling to bear
the burden of additional taxation. .T'osome extent he is correct, but in this respect also
I submitted the other day that if we wanted Compulsory Primary Education there ought
to be some sort of taxation. He also said that even if we pass the present Bill, the
cumbrous yrocedure laid down in the Parent Act would not be removed. I would like
to inform him, Sir, that the procedure which has been described by him as cumbrous  is
more apparent than real. I am at one with him regarding the formation of the Central
Primary Education Board. I also feel that better representation should have been
allowed to the Local Boards. But here again, he could table some Amendments, but he
did not like to do so. The Hon’ble Minister-in-charge has accused me that I was
uncharitable in as much as I said tha.l the {ault mainly lay with Government for the
failure of this Act of 1926. I would like to submit, Sir, that he also has not been very
charitable towards me when he says that as the Chairman of a Local Board I tried to
shift the guilt at the door of the Government. The Boards never felt nervous over
introduction of Compulsory Primary Education rather no proper facilities were afforded
to them. 1 am really grateful to him for the assurance l}c has given that if this Bill is
passed, he will try his level best to give eflect to the provisions of the Bill so that some
real good might be done.

Maulavi Magqbul I-lussnin_Chaudhury has referred to the attitude of the Govern-
ment as regards voting. He said that he could not understand why Government should
remain neutral, if at all this Motion is ])}-(:sscc‘l to a ghv1s1on, I share the same opinion
with him and say that perhaps the Hon’ble Education Minister is suffering from  some
kind of nervousness. .

Sir, I cannot but take very strong exception to the remarks made by Mr. Dakshina
Ranjan Gupta Chaudhuri. He said that some ill-drafted Bills were brought before the
House wiih some ulterior motive and he thought fit to make an insinuation that some
Members were afier becoming Members of Select Committees and if possible of travellin
Committees. I submit, Sir, _thzlt‘ the I\-[e_mbcrs are actuated by the highest motive wheng
they try to introduce some Bills lo’r public benefit,

In conclusion, Sir, if the Hon ble Members are really impressed that the present Bill
is some improvement upon the Parent .ACt’ ¥dhuh? that all of them would be pleascd
enough to support the Bill. With these words, Sir, T commend my Motion.

The on’ble the SPEAKER: Will  the Hon’bje Minister exercise the right of
his last reply ? o B .

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 have ver
little to add to what I have alrecady stated. _The hon, Mover has just char e({
SR alh S nervousness”, 1 may .tcll the House in clear terms that I have been takix;bT :
consistent attitude towards this Bill throughout. g a

My Friend Mr. Mooketjee referred to the speech of mine in the last Novemb
Session when I said that we were going Lo appoint a Special Officer to go int; he'r
matter ; but I said at the same tmce that if the Bill is ot pressed, we will ‘d fhis
but the move which the House took in this matter by referring this B'ﬁ this
Select Committee stayed the hands of the Government and sq we co gld s b
in thc matter. My hon. ]?nep‘tl N[rl‘ld Bflildyallath MOOkerjee has u’lga.irrllotailtj:{mifled

i : : ittee and having take ¢ g a
I presided over the Select Commit Me taken partin the deliberations of’
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that Committee, I should not oppose the Bill now. But my point of view was this, |
Sir, that the Bill was. defective as I already pointed out. I tried to make some
improvement of the Bill. But that is no reason why I should lend my support to the

Bill.

As regards improvement to be effected in the Committee, I may tell him that it was
not possible for us to extend the scope of the Bill There were many omissions which
could not be filled up in a Select Committee. So, that is the reason why we are taking
up this attitude now.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

«“That the Assam Primary Education Amendment Bill, 1942 be passed.”

The Assembly divided.

Ayes—12. |
1. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. - 8. Khan Sahib Maulavi Muhammad |
Amiruddin.
2. Babu Balaram Sircar. 9. Maulavi Muhammad Amjad Ali.
3. Srijut Joges Chandra Gohain. 10. Maulavi Muhammad Magqbul
4. Rai Sahib Doulat Chandra Gohain. Hussain Chaudhury.
5. Srijut Surendranath Buragohain. 11. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur ‘
6. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury. Rahman.
7. Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan 12. Maulavi Sheikh  Osman  Ali
Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury. Sadagar.
Noes—14.
1. Srijut Beliram Das. . Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
2. Srijut ]”Cpi.” : Chandra‘ Medh:. 9. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.
3. Babu Kamini Kumar Scn. 10. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri.
4. Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah. 1,. Rev. L. Gatphoh.
5. Babu Lalit Mohan Kar. 22, Mr. C. Goldsmith.
6. Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri. 13. Mr. Jobang D, Marak.
7. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin. _ 14. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari,
The question was negatived.
The Assam Land and Revenue (Amendment) Bill, 1944
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : TFurther discussion of Srijut Rohini Kumar
Chaudhuri’s Motion ]:hat the Assam Land and Revenue (Amendment) Bill, 1944 be
taken into consideration. 7
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR GHA:UD'HURI . Itis said, Sir, that imitation is the
best form of flattery. In placing this Bill before the House which isonly a replica
which was moved by my hon. Friend, Mr. Buragohain, it will be said

of the Bill

that I have been imitating him and as he is an independent*Member I, as the Leader

of the Opposition am trying to win him over by this piece of Legislation and make him
join the Opposition. It is not rrcxly intention. | Laughter). My intention in this Bill
is to implement what e’ iwantedyto do and why for an unreasonable opposition
& om the Hon’ble Minister of Revenue he could not achieve his object. Thisis a
measure which would affect the entire people of the Province and is intended not to
safeguard the interests of any particular community but really to preserve the interests
of the Province as a whole.

Sir, it will be remem!aercd that the present Act—the Assam Land and Re
Amendment Act, the provisions of which have heen incorporated under section Y}'%nze
of the Assam  Land and Revenue Regulation, was passed in the year 1933 and f( )
temporary period of 3 years iny' Ihis Act was put on a permaneunt basis b e
D ding Act of 1936. T will first of all deal with the Glaute of the Bill - whict <
not in the formel Bill of Mr. Buragohain, i..., with regard to the deletion ?)i1 ‘:i’;?s
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one sentence or rather few words under Section 78A of the Land and Revenue Regu-
lation. I will not read the Section because it will take time of the House. Section 78A
authorises any person holding an interest therein by virtue of a title acquired before
such sale. etc. This portion has been omitted in my Bill. This provision was not in the
Bill of Mr. Buragohain. These words h:n"e given rise to various conﬁlctlr}g_ rules
by the Revenue Courts.  Such conflicts exist in the interpretation of the provision of
Rule 89 of Order 29 of the Civil Procedure Code.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T think, the hon. Member already spoke on this.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I could not get hold of that book
the other day. Now, Sir, after a good deal of search in the Library I have got the
Civil Procedure Code. i y :

The most important point about which there is a conflict in rulings even in the
Civil Procedure Code, is that supposing a person, an owner or proprietor of an estate
before his estate is sold by a revenue sale transfers his propzrty to somebody else. Sup-
posing ‘A’ the proprietor of the land after the sale has been nd\'crtisc.d sells his land to
‘B’, what will happen then ? If the sale takes place before the auction sale, what will
happen ? And what will happen if after the auction sale the sale takes place ? Now,
if the sale takes place belore the auction sale, it has been held in wvarious rulings that
the person after he has transferred his pl-opcr(ty to somebody else cannot come and
apply for the sale to be set aside under ”11‘_3 89.  The provision is identical to section
78A ; in other cases 1t ‘has been held that 1i.‘ a man, _beforc_ his sale has been
confirmed, applies to set aside the sale, th(}:n his application will be allowed on
the ground that the sale has not yct been confirmed. In Madras, however,
it has been held that the sale cannot be set z'lS!.d:S on the application of the owner

" but the sale can be set aside only on the.am_)llcatlon_ of the property purchaser. Now
this conflicting ruling has given risc to dlﬂ'c:'ontlclccmous; as tl}c House knows, the
precedure laid down for the revenue cases is the procedure laid down in the Civil
Procedure Code. So these rulings are SOInt::.t{-InCS‘Cltcd also before Revenue Courts,

Now, Sir, I am reading out from the Civil Procedure Clode a portion as regards

transfer before Court-sale. It reads as follows (—

«Under thc old section there was a conflict of decisions whether, if the judgment~
-debtor had transferred his 1nterest ﬂ“i PHOPEEEy before the Court-sale, the transferee
could apply under that section to ha\}ze t 1(:.' same set a ide. In Srinivasa V. Ayathorai,
for instance, it was held that the transferee could apply, 4

2 while the contrar
was held in Ramchandra V. Ii‘.fl_k’l"“?b“ﬁ Under the present rule it i clca};
that a transferee acquiring title before the Court-sale is competent to apply to have

sl set aside, Further, it wa_sll_lcld under the old section that a judgment-debtor
who had effected a private salc.D[‘ [lls p10pt;.r_ty SUbSCq“(’“‘lY_ to the atiachment and
prior to the Court-sale was (,:,mltl“ to apply under that scclion to set aside the sale
This ruling is still good la\;’: 1 ate decided 1% Efiel A
Now, cven in cases which & R GY ‘g Courts there have been conflicti
decisions ; what is the position in c}v.enlijn? ourts 7 We  have not got any report ngi.
the decisions of Revenuc Coud mbt 1 Seoyiitey s Mmatter of fact, we have Eu i
ed several times that there should be a report of the leadis ggest-

: 1g revenue cases and
S
I think such a report has not beeil. pubhs?llg:d. But I understand hatatie ro far
Member of the Revenu¢ Tribunal 1s compiling some cases of revenye matters P‘,%Sifnt
. en

W T s . . do not know.
he will finish his works I ; i iy
Now, Sir, if any party wanis (o cite any ruling he is quite unable 1o qq
10 applies’ for a certified copy of the orders and produces it before the Coy SO unless
Sir, the nest point is as xegards transter after Court-sale.  Suppoging
already’taken place and in the Ilingéantﬁ;m: otsiuta' c?wr;cr DIfI the property sel| g ia sale has
to somebody else then WhetWE L BEIEE enI Uy b ere I am readj § Pproperty
portion from the same book dealing with this point ;:— 8 out another
. ainst J. In execution of tp '
“A obtains a decree 48 : © decres geppaip
prope:ty belonging (0] B30i¢ FLC, 00 (8T Aler thesale 1, G0, imimovable
confirmation under rul€¢ =< P ot or Ks 500, 14 is elore its
: . B Clcar that if J-
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could apply under this rule to bave the sale set aside on payment of the
mentioned in the rule, thc4 pecuniary benefit to him would be great, for while the
property was sold at the Court-sale for Rs.166, it fetched Rs.500 at the private sale.
Is j; the judgment- debtor entitled to apply under this rule to have the sale set aside ?
Is I .the purchaser at the private sale, entitled to apply under this rule ? It was at
one time held by the Allahabad High Court, that neither the judgment-debtor nor
the_s}jbscql.zcnt purchaser was Cntitlcc‘i to apply under this rule, the reason for the
decision being that the present rule gives the judgment-debtor a last chance of saving
the property for /zzmsegfz.tnd that it was no part of the intention of the Legislature that
the property should be saved for persons to whom it might be privately sold after the
Court—sal_c had taken placr;. T'he I\f'Iadras High Court held in its ecarlier decisions
that the Judgment’-’dCthF 1s not entitled to apply, but that the subsequent purchaser
entitled to apply. : -
So this point really crops up in deciding cases under section 78A. For instance,
a person’s land is sold for arrears of revenue. He does not know anything about the
sale ; he has not got notice of it. In the meantime, he sells his property to another
person, say for Rs.l'OO but it has been sold in the revenue sale for Rs.20 because
revenué sales sometimes do ]nof: go']l)cyund arrcars of land revenue. Now, who is
to go to apply to sct él:ﬂldc ‘L'lL‘_f:aIc ?  Whether the man who sold the property should
apply, but he has no interest in the land because he has got more moncy Dby this
private sale than he would get from the refund of revenue sale. Now, if the private
party goes to apply for setting aside the sale he may be told he has no locus standi.
Now after the sqlc has taken p]a_cc an'_d‘ he has been put out of ithe Court, what will
happen ? It will be a loss to him. There are conflicting rulings even in High Court
decisions.. There are nNuImerous rulings in Revenue Courts also. So in order to
facilitate payment of deposit, I__‘wzfnt that the sentence which I read out should
d ed out and if it is dropped : = ¢ icting sisions
be altogether dropp : ! pped out all the conilicting decisions would
disappear also. After all, tl}c OI)J(:_ct of this piece of legislation the beginning of which
was started in 1933 was to give I'Cllef_to persons .who are in nced ol it by allowing
e an Opportumty w1tlplnda fcertgtm time to h;'xvc: the sa!c_ set aside. Now that
oPpOrtunity cannot be av?u e (} (ljw18g to the conflicting decisions, not to specak of
- Weventie, Courts but even of the Civil Courts. I have already told the House that
hi ~ticular provision has been taken bodily from Order 21, Rule 89,
s Ii:,aa}_,u KAMINI I{Uﬁﬁ% %I%-II\IA: What is the position of attaching creditor ?
Srijut ROHINI KU S UDHURI: I am coming to that.
e dealt jUSttnO‘vfc::I:'Lh;l caﬁleoof a}pelison who sold his property  after the
n put up Bley W what ha ns? S sing : iece ;
propcr;])’ h?scg)lfcattsched in exccution of g (]ivi{)pLCr;)burt Sdli:[():?toglrif; (;)LIIEILCL I?f lanld
% i iats Civi _ _ e 18 or sale
which f arrcars of Jand revenue. Application for sctting aside the s: e i
o he sale will
on accoutil 2 wner of the piece of land 5 : be
AT The © and wants to have all his encumbrances
2 e
~leared up but_h le aside. HHe is no longer j o : .
ey to set the 52 R Ahing credt ger interested in the land.  Now it is
pr -d that _thc or has no locus standi to go and apply fi
~ontende sde and the decree holder suffers Joss . . RR.Y., 28
etting the .salc a-‘:r 7 he attaching creditor is i': os:;:s. But in Civil Court decrees
t will be differen rest is not affected by the 5’2’11 Cfi he power to apply for rateable
| ¢ because the Court will make the

amount

AL 3 Inte
tion- ale mone i
3:,(11-]111;1]1“ e o thchaspened o YIta(;gOaﬁtlilnE to the extent of the decretal amount.
‘Bu¥ Bt O ,hafakm{j{rcc L enmfrri:b more  scrious, Sir, that on a revenue
o > rances. — Supposing, Sir, ‘A’ purchases

er ‘B’ which is m ] ; 5

, property bc}ongmgletoencumbrances alf;”&r’.;‘;ﬁec;&o ‘t "1. , I'hen in a Civil Court sale

‘ cctec Dut in . = . .

: nortgage ihe encumbr I a revenue case sal

:EZ 2}3&1‘% mortgagethincllfloln’blc Minisigffﬁs E.;.lrc washed off after the sale. I thin](c3

¢ is well kﬂow[;altg ;s taken free of all cncu?’ngig.ECOf R‘E"CHUC oo proberty sl

: ue TS 3 . cs. “ven t

indet rog::cunlbrances arc \gfé}?’ﬂid_ Qﬂ" itt & Teyenue sale, he mortgage or al]

orts O s the dUSELCD) registered pattadar. Asis well k

Next, T joint family may stand in the e ‘of nown a property
' one person. Supposing for

Helonging

ale a pProp

does not wanlt to pay to the attaching creditor. So he docs not

e WaillRy SS——

sad
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any reason that person in whose name the patta stands does not take any
step, he does not pay land revenue _:m(l !w suppresses  all _thc notices ar}d the
property is sold. He has gmr}hc- notice ol the sale. Theie is no material irregu-
larity in publishing the sale. The sale is properly conducted and the only remedy
is to have the sale set aside. But now the man in whose name the
patta stands does not come to pay the arrear revenue.  What will be the position
of other co-sharers ?  Will they be entitled to pay the revenue and have the sale
set aside ? There has been conflict of decision on this point.  But it was held by Sir
Walter Scott, who was a Member of the Revenue Tribunal in a ease which came up
before him in 1938, that an unregistered pattadar is not competent to make a deposit
under section 78A and to have the sale sct aside.

In another subsequent case later on it was decided  that the co-sharer who has
undoubtedly an interest in the property will lec allowed to make a deposit and
pay the revenue and have the sale set aside. S0 111‘c‘re has been conflicting decision
on this point and lot of expenditure involved in filing an appeal will be avoided
if my Amendment is ngc_nplcd.-_ - .

Now, again, Sir, in deciding cases lln'dcl‘ appeals which have been filed to set
aside sale under scction 79 of the Land Revinue Manual as also in deciding cases -
of setting aside sale under section 8.1 O_I thc‘ Land Revenue 1\:1;11111:11, it has been
held by Revenue Courts that the a])!>11(‘=1l1()11 filed by an unregistered pattadar for
setting aside the sale cannot be Q‘f““_(‘d- _So on the analogy of petitions filed
under sections 79 and 81 an application filed by an unregistered pattadar for
sctting aside sale is not entitled to set ;}:u(lu the sale. ‘

Then the most important polnt 1is lh}‘ questior: of reversion and whether a
reversioner is entitled to have the sale sctaside. Here I am speaking of a Hindu
widow. >he has nhsoluwl‘y no right 10_5011 h(_:t" property to anybody except in
_cases of legal necessity. hh_c CnnS“lo-l 1]11"1‘]\0 a gift of her property to anybgdy or
anybody of her kith and kin. 1e ri‘()tjs_nn_t pay land .revenue. Now, will" the
Seversioner be entitled to have _thc sale set aside by maln'ngr an app'hc:mon ? It has
been the case, I just 11:1cntmn(:d_, which was d(‘.(‘.ldf:d by Sir- Walter Scott,
“That was the casc of a childless w:c.low. Si'le defaulted in payment of her revenue
and her husband’s nephew wam(\‘d to setaside the sale. It was on payment of the
deposit, Sir it was held Llfflt t.lllilc.\-um‘oner has no right as _thc reversioner could
not take an abiding interest in the 2 operty and so the reversioner was not entitled
to make an application lor scting "_1511_(“‘- the sale. On that ground I may also in
this connection point out that a?mi‘( {ng: o section 54 of the Bengal Revenue Sale
Law the r(:versioner.(:annotd"‘l‘)Pizt, ol l}_i‘z)"m.‘-f set aside the sale. So taking the
analogy of cases decided UHSCII_Si ‘?“"?t f? and 81 of the Land Revenue Manua]
“and also the Bengal Revenu€ Sae al“' 15 s general tendency on the part of the
Revenue Courts not to set aside sa t]‘f on appl.lcallon of a rc\;crsioncf, but, Sir
material hardship is caused by nott;.a O“imgl this application. 4

Now, Sir, as rcga}*ds the gucsllon w" 1¢ther a person apart {rom the point of view
of law has in fact any interest In the property or not has to be decided by the Court
which holds the sale. In Civil CO-U.HST’ Sir, the Court which ‘holds the sale on ap
application holds a regular ]nwci'tl{g'tit:zth 10 order to find out whether the man has
got any interest or not, th? mr,l Od cd‘ ey ic sale deed which he produces g
genuine or not, whether his sa‘e .CC ls.trcgls’tc}'c“l or not. But no such procedurg’
is strictly laid dowp in the RCVIC_“Ut‘]? 01}1_1 i a“d_ as a matter of fact, no enquiry is held
and the person filing an ﬂlpP 1(1:31_ on for setling aside the sale is not given ap
opportunity to substantiate his claim.

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned till 2 py, of the €lock. o Friday e 130
March, 1944, i =
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