


»

- e

Proceedings of the Fourteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative

iss:exlr;l;l_y, assembled under the provisions of the Government of India
ct, 1935

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 A.M., on Tuesday
the 21st March, 1941, ; e

PRESENT :

~ The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble
Ministers and forty-six hon. Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)
Third-class Compartments of the A. B. Zone of the Bengal and Assam Railway

FfBabu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

*81. Will Government be pleased to enquire and state—
(a) Why there is no lighting arrangement in third-class compartments of
A. B. Zone of the Bengal and Assam Railway ?

(b) Whether frequent burglaries take place in dark compartments ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

81. (a)—'The hon. Member is referred to the reply to the Questions (Starred
Questions Nos. 4-6) asked Dy Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee, M. L. A., in the current
Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly, 1944, on the same subject.

(b)—During the year 1943 rhere were 43 cases of running train thefts which
are not considered high, in view of the heavy passenger traflic on the Railway.
T+Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Why kerosene lamps cannot be
substituted ?
Khan Bahadur

t+Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I draw the attention of the Hon’ble
Minister whether he can move the Railway authority so that lighting can be

ranged ? _
ol Kgﬁan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Last time only a few days back
Assam Railway was here and I had a talk with him. He

the Agent of the Bengal and . _ ‘
pointed out that there was a shortage O_f clectric bulb and thatis why the 1lghting
arrangement has not been very satisfactory. He promised me to look into the

atter. .
-4 t+Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I point out to the Hon’ble Minister that

: . : s ient ar ; f lights as bef 2
n other Railways there is sufficient at rangement ot lig efore :
] Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Anyway, the Agent has already

promis<:d to look into this matter.

No.81 was put by Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri on authorisation,

Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : There is dearth of kerosene

also.

t Starred Question
T fSpeech not corrected.
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Deterioration of Assam cattle
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

’82. 'Ar(_ Government aware that chronic fodder shortage has resulted in  the
deterioration of Assam cattle and half of the prevalent cattle diseases are due to
malnutrition ? ‘

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA replied :

breeding and

fodder

82.—T'he poor condition of Assam cattle is duc to unrestricted
insufficient feeding. The Assam cultivator is generally averse to growing any
for his cattle. ‘ ' '

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Did Govern-
ment make any attempt to improve the feeding of the cattle ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUITTA: We have been running 2
number of fodder gardens in the Province from where we distribute seeds to the

cultivators.

Requisition of Houses in the town of Shillong

Mr. BAIDYANA'TH MOOKER]JEE asked :
#83. Wil Government be pleased to state—
r of houses that have been requisitioned by the Deputy

(a) The numbe
Khasi and Jaintia Hills in the town of Shillong upto

Coommissioner of
15th February 19447

(4) The number of cases where rents have  not

requisitioned and the reason therefor ?

aulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

India portions of the towrn.

Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. ‘The Deputy Commis-
July 1943 but the owner applied for reconsidera-
he furniture between the owner and the Military

been paid even once since

The Hon’ble M

83. (a)—Five in British
(b)—One belonging to

sioner fixed the rate of rent on 24th
tion. There isalsoa dispute over t

which is still unsettled.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Is it a fact
that the house belonging to Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee was taken possession of by
ference to him.

force without making any re
MUNAWWAR ALI: That is not insinuated in the

The Hon’ble Maulavi :
If, Sir, and that also does not follow as a supplementary Quecstion.

Question itse
Number of Distilleries in the Province

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT asked :

#g4,. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) How many distilleries have recently been established in the Province ?

() How many are there already in the Province and where are they

situated ?

(¢) From what materials is t !
(d) What is the prospective revenuc from these sources [aed
“n - - (é) Whether they propose to arrange for adequate supplics of rectified and

other spirits for hospitals, dispensarics, ctc., at recasonable rates ?

*ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY replied :

he product distilled ?

The Hon

r Lalflﬁ.rn(l:fgr?nd (b)—Ome. It is situated at Modarkhat near Dikom in the district

:
]
:
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(¢)—Gur and molasses.

(d)—About 12 lakhs a year from foreign liquor for which the proprietor of
the distillery has been granted necessary blending and bottling licences.

(The revenue would have been much more if sufficient Gur and molasses were
available for manulacture of country spirit.)

(e)—Government are taking steps to arrange adequate quantities of molasses
for the Assam Distillery for the purpose of manufacturing rectified and methylated
spirit to meet the requirements of the Inspector General of GCivil Hospitals,
Assam,

Mr. . W. BLENNERHASSETT :  Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell me at
what rate per gallon the tax is levied for the purpose of revenue ?

’ The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: For foreign
lquor ? :

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT: Yes.

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : I am not sure
about the rate, perhaps Rs.60 L.P.G.

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT: Rupees 60 ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY :  Yes, Rs.00.

Mr. . W. BLENNERHASSETT: Can the Hon’ble Minister please tell me the
ratio of raw materials to distilled product ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : I cannot give
the reply off-hand.

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Will he please take steps to find out the
figure ?

& The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Yes, Sir.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR (_JHAUDHL{RI :  What quantity of Gur is supplied to
the distillery of Assam by the Government ? . ey :

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Up till now
we have not supplied any Gur, Sir, to the distillery. The distillery is buying its own
Gur.

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Will Government please consider the advisa-
bility of restricting or controlling the supply of Gur to distilleries so that the civil
population’s needs may not be jL‘O})al'diS(‘d ? _ ; S !

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : I think the
hon. Member has heard a statement made by the Hon’ble Premier the other day that
Government are indenting sufficient quantity of Gur from outside. I think there will
be no dearth of Gur for the consumption of the civil population.

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT: In the meantime will Government take it
from me that it would be advisable to restrict the supply of Gur so that the civil
population may get sufficient quantity.

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : I think the only
supply we will make will be for the purpose of methylated and rectified spirit for the
hospital purposes and if for manufacturing country spirit or liquor any Gur is required
I think this distillery will have to get the quantity from the Government agencies
which have been employed to purchase molasses at the controlled rate of Government.

tMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :  Who are the proprietors of the distillery and who
are its partners ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Only one
man Nandeswar Chakravarty is the proprictor and he has no partner.

+Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it a Limited Company ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Npo, Sir.

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the
advisability of restricting the activities of the blending establishment at Gauhati in
order that the hospitals may get sufficient quantities of methylated spirit. We heard
yesterday from the Hon’ble Minister that in order that the hospitals may get sufficient
rectified spirit the distillery will be provided with sufficient Gur,

TSpeech not corrected.
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. The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Asa matter
of fact we have made arrangement for the supply ol rectified spirit for the hospital
purposes.

) Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : My Question applies not to distilleries but to
l.fs blending establishment.  We heard yesterday that a Gauhati man has been given a
!mcm:c. He should he made to get rectified spirit from outside the Province for bleni-
Ing purpose.

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : The Gauhati
man is to get rectified spirit from outside.  We have not taken Jany step o get spirit for
blending and bottling at Gauhati.

Song Publicity Organiser

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked:

%85 Isita fact that Government have recently appointed an oflicer as Song
e )

Publicity Organiser :
*86. Will Government be pleased to state
(@) What is the utility of this post ?
(6)  Whether applications were called for and the post was duly advertised ?
*87.(a) Is it a fact that the present incumbent of the post had not applie
for it ?

(6) If so, why ?
(¢) Did Government receive

applications from candidates for the said post ?
(d) 1If so, was any interview allowed to all

those applicants ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Siy MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied:

1 . 1 . 3 =
85.—The appointment has been made by the Central Government in consulta

tion with this Government. . ) o 4
86.—(a) It isintended to apply in  Assam the method which has succeede
elesewhere of reacting the people and inspiring them to uplift  and self-help by the

medium of popular song.

(6)—Yes.
87. (a)—No. .
(b)_-..])()es not arise.
(c)—Yes. ‘
d)—Not all, as there were as many as a hundred and twenty : but 39 of

them-—the more likely applications were selected and the applicants interviewed by
the Central Organiser, Khan Saheb Hafeez Jullundhari.

+Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, with regard to No.85, may I know whether
this Government has got any control over the officer appointed as Song Publicity
Organiser ? . BT . :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, Sir

+Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it not a fact, Sir, that the pay of this officer 15
borne from the Provincial revenue ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir. Funds
are provided by the Central Government for this organisation.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Why were not
the applications forwarded to the Central Government ?

‘The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  As the Organiser
of the Central Government came to Assam.

TMa:ula.VI ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, does the Song Publicity Organiser belong to
this Province ? )

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The man
appointed belongs to this Province,

1Speech not corrected. =S
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Sir,in reply to
a Question the Hon’ble Premier said that the appointment was made in consultation
with this Government. Did this Government inform the appointing authority anything
about the antecedents of this particular incumbent ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir, I was
not aware of the antecedents of this gentleman. We received :q)pli(‘ntions, as I have
said, of about 120, and of this 120 applications, 39 were selected by the Assam Govern-
ment and placed before the Central Organiser, Khan Saheb Hafeez Jullundhari when
he arrived here and interviewed the 39 selected candidates.  Since then, as 1 will be
replying to the unstaured Question about this, to-day, it has been brought to our
notice that the gentleman appointed was a Government servant in the Excise Depart-
ment, but was removed [rom Government service in the year 1925, These facts are
now being brought to the notice of the Central Organiser.

Improvement of Live-Stock and production of cattle-food
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked:

*88.  Will Government be pleased to state how many improved stud-bulls, cocks
and hens have been supplied by the Agriculture Department in 1943-44  for the
improvement of live-stock in  Assam ? ) < oy : ;

*80. Are (iovernment aware that due to acute scarcity of milk in Assam, even
children and invalids are not getting the required milk ? : cizs

*90. Will Government be pl(:nsed to state what quantity of seeds of fodder crops
were distributed or other steps taken by the Agriculture Department in the year 1943-

44 for increased ])t‘nduminn of cattle-food in the Province ?
The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA  replied:

88.—Approximately 44 bulls have been supplied for the irnpn..wﬁ.n.“,‘nt of li\.’e-
stock in Assam. The number of cocks and h(‘.}lS t‘hat have beez} supplied is not readily
obtainable. The information has been called for from the districts.

89.—There is presumably a shortage of milk. Thisis due to increased dethand
and inflation. There is no means of immediately increasing the supply.

90— The Government have started 318 fodder gardens in 1943. Large quan-
tities of fodder seeds are distributed annually to the cultivators from these gardens and
Government farms. Information relating to the exact quantity of seeds of fodder
crops distributed is not available. . :

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, as regards No.88, will the information
sought for be supplied afterwards ? ] . |

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: It will be supplied to the hon,
Member as soon as received.

Present Director of Agriculture, Assam

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked:
#91, Will Government be pleased to state— :
(a) The qualifications required for the _post of the Director of Agriculture ?
(b) The qualifications of the present Director of Agriculture, Assam ?
*09 ‘Are Government aware that the posts of Director of Agriculture in othey
pProvinces in India are held by properly and highly qualified officers of the Indjan
Agriculture Service ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA replied :

91.(a)—According to the recommendation of the Royal Commission ot
Agriculture the Director of - Agriculture s_houlfl be an officer combining adminijs.
“trative capacity with high scientific qualifications. Greater stress is however put
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on the first as decentralisation of technical  works  becomes  necessary with the

growth of the Departmment.
(by —Hec is the holder of an Indian Dairy  Diploma and possesses the prac- i
tical expericnce and the proved ability to which the Royal Commission referred. }
92.— Government have no information as to whether the posts of Directors of *
Agriculture in all the I"iu'\.‘l.ll(‘('\'. of India have been filled up by members of the g
Indian Agriculture Service only.
Sir, as regards Question No.92, will Gov- !

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :
t kindly enquire of other Provinces in India and try to appoint, if available, an
as Director of Agriculture ? i

ernmen
NABA KUMAR DUTTA: ‘Thereis no vacancy at the present

1. A.S. officer
The Hon’ble Mr.

moment, Sir. . i 1 :
" W. BLENNERHASSETT : Sir, is it not a fact that the present incum-

+Mr. F.
bent has very considerable experience in this Provinece ?
The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : It is so, Sir. s
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Experience in what— in live-stock, or agri- g
b
-

culture ? _ g o .
The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Both, Sir.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE:  Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge please
a considerable

say in which place he was in charge of Agricultural  Department for

DUTTA: He was in charge of Live-Stock

time ? ’
The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR
ion for a lorg time. - - .
R s, BA I'H MOOKERJEE: What about Agricultural section? Itisa
wugh he has experience only in

Mr. BAIDYANA

It is also a matter of shame that tl

f shame : :
In;?:’il—ft:;ck and not in ugrif:ulim'v_my !".I'I(.‘IJ(l‘E\rlt'. lﬂt-m.u-rhusm:tl wanted to defend him.
wa g ati of protection for this particular ofli~er which prompted Mr. Blen-
Sir, it is a question ot | - : g

_’} ettt to support an uuqualrlu:d person at the cost of the Province. .
ner l?s‘i‘rijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI1 @ Sir, may I know since when the
s mbent got expericnce in :z,qru:ultu”rt: :"
pFLSCr_YI[i l‘nlciuon’hlt: Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTAS g
i 1(:d n the recom ation of the Public Service Commission.,
appmnt(:xntoaf)plicatiuus were called for and his case was fully considered and
was vace S 03 ;lppnintcd him as Director of Agriculture.
ernment under scction !
_ UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on  the table)
osts of Textile Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors
lavi BADARUDDIN AHMED asked:
gauWill Covernment be pleased to state—

’ (a) The aumber of posts created and filled up in the cadre of Textile \

Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors for the Province during 1943-44 ? .
(b) How these posts were filled up ? .
(¢) Whether cam‘munal ratio was observed ?

f Moslems and Scheduled caste people appointed to these posts?

(d) The number ¢
‘ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA replied : o

Sir, the present incumbent was
When this post

mene
the Gov-

The Hon be 2
57. (a).—’l"hc total number of posts created and filled up during 1943-44 for each
re as follows:—
cadre 2 No. of posts Number of posts
) created filled up
Textile Inspectors ... 20 18
Textile Sub-—Ir_Jspr:ctors 40 26
Textile Examiner ... 1 1
61 45

h not corrected.
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(b)—These posts were filled up under Regulation 25 (vii) of the Public Service
Commission Regulations with the concurrence of the Governor acting in his individual
judgment.

(c)—Yes.
(d)—The total number of posts held by Muslim and Scheduled caste

communities of the Province as a whole are as {follows : —
Muslims
Scheduled caste Hindus ...

17
4

Maulavi BADARUDDIN A'IMED: May I know whether this Government
advertised the posts and applications were called for ?

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA :  As the appointments were to
be made in a hurry they could not be advertised. A large number of ;1pplicatibns

immediately poured in as soon as the news ol creation of the posts spread like wild fire.

e Labourers (Bhagalus) coming from Bengal

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

58. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether they arc aware that the labourers (Bhagalus) who came

from Bengal districts in May 1943, to harvest Buro crops in the
Sunamganj Subdivision, were (.)pprcssnd by rice-control officers in
Shanbari and Kandebpur Ghatis ?

(b) Whether they are aware that these labourers are very unwilling to come

this year ?
(¢) Whether they
this year ? ‘ _
(d) Whether they will allow each of them to take 10 maunds of paddy
as the maximum quantity ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
58. (a)—Yes, therc was some trouble due to misunderstanding.

b)—No. . i . .
gc))—No guarantee is required, but the District Officers will be asked to see

that they are not unnecessarily put to troubles.
allowed normally is 8 maunds per Bhagal, but the neces-

(d)—The quantity Ve ‘ .
sity for change, if necessary, will be considered.

propose to give guarantee that they will not be harassed

Veterinary Field Assistants

Babu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS asked :

59. (a) Isita fact that the Veterinary Field Assistants in Assam were appointed
temporarily on condition that they "VOUld be confirmed after a period of 3 vears of
service since the time of appointment ? ‘ -

(b) Ifso, is it a fact that nearly 5 years have clapsed since their appointment

and none of them has becn confirmed as yet ? . .
(¢) Do Govern ment propose to confirm them in their posts now ?

(d) What is their scale of pay ? - ‘
(e) Do Government propose to 1ncreasc the scale in view of the present

economic distress and abnormally high prices of food co mmodities and other necessarieg

of life. . ‘ !
60. (a) Are Government aware that the Veterinary Field Assistants serving within

Habiganj and Sunamganj Subdivisions have to tour round their jurisdictions by

boats during the rainy season 2
(b) What is the rate of conveyance allowance allowed to each of them e

month ? _
(¢) Do Government propose to increase the conveyance allowance in view of

the existing circumstances in respect of the said officers ?
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The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA replied :

59. (a)—'V'he fact is that the Veterinary Field Assistants were appointed for three
years only on purcly temporary basis without any condition that they would be con-
firmed after a period of three years, !

(b)—Does not arise.

(c¢)—The matter is under the consideration of the Government.

(d)—The scale of pay is Rs.25- 5/5 40 plus the usual dearncss allowance.
(e)—Yes, vide p. XTIV of the Memorandum on the Budget Estimates for the

vear 1944-45.
60. (a)—Yes.
allowance of Rsb5

(b)—The Vetcrinary Field Assistants get a fixed travelling
per me=sem and this has lately been increased to Rs.7 per mensem.
(c)—Reply given under 59(¢) above.
jabu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS:
to Memorandum of the Budget, the scale is fixed from Rs.20
adequate for these hardworked Field Assistants ?
*T'he Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Sir, as promised by me last year I
have brought the scale of pay to the level of Agricultural Demonstrators.
Babu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS : As regards No.60(b), Sir, travel-
ling allowance was increased from Rs.5 to 7. Is it considered sufficient for the Field
Assistants, especially of Sunamganj and Habiganj wherein they have got to travel by

boats during the rainy season ?
These Field Assistants have repre-
nsideration.

#*The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA :
sented their case to Government in this respect and this is under co ]

*Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK :  Arc Government aware that there is not a single
Veterinary Field Assistant in the Garo Hills ?

*The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA :

Sir, as regards No.59(e), according
50. Is it considered

Might be so.

Temporary Postponement of Execution of Decrees Act, 1941
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

61. Will Government be pleased to state— o _
(a) The stage at which the I'emporary Postponement of Execution of Decrees
Act, 19141, now stands ?

(b) Whether Government proposcs t extend further the term of the Act ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNA'TH BRAHMA replied : )
61.(a) & (b)—The opcration of the Temporary Postponement of Execution of
Decrees Act, 1941, was extended for one year, with effect from the 13th February 1943.
In view of the proviso to section 1(3) of the Act, the operation of this Act cannot be
extended further as the total period of extension cannot exceed one year. So this Act

expired on the 12th February 1944.

Grant for education of Scheduled Caste people

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AITMED asked :

62. Will Government be pleased to state— )
(a) Whether it is a fact that the Government of India have made a grant of
rupees fifty thousand for the education of Scheduled Caste people 10

Assam ?
d the money under heads of expenditure

(b) If so, whether they propose to spen
on education in consultation with the representatives of the Scheduled

Castes in the Legislature ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

62. (a)—Government have no information.
(b)—Does not arise.

*Speech not corrected.
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Song Publicity Organiser

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

63. (a) Is it a fact that the newly appointed Song Publicity Organiser, Srijut
Kirtinath Sarma Bardoloi, is a dismissed Government servant ? :
(b) Is it a fact that he was dismissed from Government service in 1923, while
working as a Depot ixcise Inspector ?
(¢) If so, what were the reasons of his dismissal ?
64. Is it a fact that the Song Publicity Organiser has to administer the disburse=
ment of a budget of a big amount of about half-a-lac of rupees ?
65. Will Government be pleased to state
(a) The present age of this newly appointed Organiser ?
(b) Whether the age now given agrees with the age given by him on the
previous occasion as Excise Inspector ?
66. Will the Government be pleased to state whether they would consider the
re-appointment of the Song Publicity Organiser through the Public Service Commis-
sion with the aid of experts ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

63. (a) & (b)-—He was removed from service, not dismissed. The year was
1925.

(¢)—The charges of which he was held guilty were giving false evidence
in an Excise case and assisting the accused by suppressing the truths and concocting

evidence in his favour. There was a further more general charge of bad record.
64.—Yes. .
65.—(a) About 58 years ol age.
(b)—Yes.

66.—The appointment wni made by the Central Song Publicity Organiser, and

it 1s z c - for 1 y consider.
o '}\/[I;.]_Fl;;f\ll g};}g}{-{-}q MOOKEJEE :  Sir, as regards question No.63(c) the reply
given here is:—“The charges of which he was held guilty were giving false evidence
in an Excise case and assisting the accused by suppressing the truths and concocting
evidence in his favour. There was a further more general charge of bad record.”

May I ask the Hon’ble Minister whether for this disqualification which has been
stated here, he has been appointed to make false propaganda of the Department ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : As T stated
already in reply to the Starred Question of my Friend Mr. Rahman—these facts were
not known to me personally or to the officer who presented the applications before
the Central Song Publicity Organiser who came to Shillong for interviewing the can-
didates. Whatever the past records, the Central Song Publicity Organiser selected
this gentleman because he is an expert in music and has written about 7 books on
PNRTE i Assam. < Now thatsthe research capability of my Friend has come into full
play and all these facts hav: been brought to light, I have asked the Chief
Secretary to place all these facts before the Central Song Publicity Officer and it is for
him to take any action he considers necessary. ' :

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Was any Minister of this Government
present at the time of selection ] 2

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: None, as a
member of Selection Board. . '

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER‘]EEF: ]Is it a fgict that the Hon’ble Dr. Mahen-

Nath Saikia was present at the time of se ection !

R Thtc I—SIon’ll;llewMaIzllavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The gentleman,
;.¢., Khan Saheb Hafeez Jullundhari requested that some one from the Province interested
in music should be present in order to help him, because he is imnocent of Bengal and
Assam music, and he said that as 6 districts of Assam Valley is a far bigger area than 2
districts in Surma Valley he wanted one from the Assam Valley to help him. So Dr.
Saikia was deputed by me to sit with him, but he had asbolutely no hand in the selec-
tion.
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Mr. BAIDYANAT B WD
Saikia knew Hho”{\l}l‘/.\:];(ﬁll'"l‘]\i?i((‘).'lct)iﬁ}]}c;,]i!,ﬁ"‘{lil:i“ \}i" | !l;l;fi\\,- F\\-}u-[h(-[- the Hon’ble Dr.
- DI S ollicer bcelore he rv]n‘a-m-nmrl the Assam
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Valley people in that committee ?
R i o T S "
I'he Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I used to
Of course, it will not be too n;uch when

sit as a judge in various music competitions
help from me in the -matter of

I say that I know something of music i s
sranslating the songs into English. sic.  He wanted
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE :
ter was in the know o' his antecedents?
#The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA .\: - . ’ N |
consideration at the time. NATH SAIKIA : That was not the matter for
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE:  Whether he
or not I want a definite reply. :
+The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA :

May I know whether the Hon’ble Minis-

knew about the antecedents

I did not sit there to enquire

into his an!ccc}d}cntf. P
The Hon’ble the SPE ER : The Question is whether he ki

A e Ty 1 il LIS - the * knew the anteced 5

#*The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: 1 had :ml" l)(:ler::ttcliv:lz:mtso

e about the antecedents and I did not know anything about that,

3 BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: ‘That shows the Hon’ble Minister knew

about !1}?1'- 3 -

#Srijut R(d)‘H“'\IdIéUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know
Sremier that a dismisscd Government servant can be re: inte ' .
in?c'i his dismissal can be condoned ? % be: reappointed by the Coscigiigy

The I*I()n’l)]e“Mau-]avl ”.Salyid‘ Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: He was not
“dismiSSCd”' ’A' (]ISIIHSS.!‘.(] man is not (-.ligihl(,- for Government service again. He
from service and he is :ligible for Government service again.

enquir
Mr

from the Hon’ble

was ¢«removed’ ; :
#Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: How many years ago was he
" } ar fcd 3 . o, - @ .
discharg Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  In 1925.
Was there no

The H.:;)n’blc ) !
i UHAMMAD MAQBUIL HUSSAIN CHA UDHURY :

#Maulavl
i =A% S .
didate who had no such brilliant antecedents ?

carl e 3 e = v
other : Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: AsI men-
the antecedents of this man was not personally known to me and as the

ione Py icer cz @ alke
grjntrzzl Publicity Officer came and talked to me about him, I had no recollection of
5 remove So 1 could not tell

d from Governmentservice as early as 1925.
about i‘tlx;;q ]az::réd ])12;( these Quc.stl.ons came up, I could know all these
atf:riqlq]io Ehan ‘S)'r}(:’imc by_ Chief Seccretary and I have asked him
ateriall »ahib Hafeez for any action that he wants to take,

NI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know how his past conduct

things m” these M

to send 20 o SHI
#Srijut can interfere wi :
15 years ago Interfere with his duties of song organiser ?
Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: His previous

of about *ble
The Hon t st ‘
al from _of:icfnf‘?gz f;?lds ]E)lll:l{;l)?s a bar so far as mere duties of writing songs and
utting the l‘rxlﬁstration of aboutl ‘fﬁ?ng them before the masses are concerned,
}]))ut che adm;]avc iboaiEd abon ‘R alac may devolve upon him — the Central
Govefnmcm':f he has got to handle thigsuﬁ’000 for this purpose to.the Assam Govern-
mcnt”'agﬁf:l by him but by the lri“an‘ces%n;' I would personally ‘?bjCCt: If the sum is
stan #Maglaﬂsecurcd the highest ﬁ;rklshlt a fact that the two gentlemen, who, during
the irl‘fﬁ"‘”lf.;vr Hon’ble Ministers interf‘s ad not been taken in view of the fact that
soMme€ Of;ntcnt was impressed by the I—Ionf:ll)nfg1 1\2-“4 the officer authorised to make the
'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAI\?I:;B:B %OAtA'ﬂIc)eUtrlE‘lEﬁc:ntleman? !

’ : No. I repudiate

The tion of my Friend the last Questioner

remoV

*
Speech not corrected
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Song Publicity Organiser

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN asked :
K; 67. (a) Isit a fact that the newly appointed Song Publicity Organiser, Srijut
rtinath Sarma Bardoloi, is a dismissed Government servant ?
N (b)_ ‘s it a fact that he was dismissed from Government service in 1923,
lile working as a Depot Excise Inspector ?
(¢) If so, what were the reasons of his dismissal ?
= 68. Is it a fact that the Song Publicity Organiser has to administer the disburse-
ent of a budget of a big amount of about half-a-lac of rupees ?
. 69. Will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to consider the
€-appointment of the Song Publicity Organiser through the Public Service Commis-
S1on with the aid of experts ?
70. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) The present age of this newly appointed Organiser ?
(h) Whether the age now given agrees with the age given by him on the pre-
vious occasion as Excise Inspector ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied:

. 67. (a), (b), (c), 68, 69 & 70 (a), (b)——The hon. Member is referred to the replies
given to similar Questions (Unstarred Question Nos.63—06) asked by Mr. Baidyanath
Mookerjee during this Session of the Assembly.

Supply of Gur and price of Mustard oil in Sunamganj Subdivision

Babu KARUNA SINDHU R OY asked:

71. Will Government be pleased to state—
" (a) Whether Gurissold at 10 annas per seer in all markets in the Sunamgan;j
Subdivision ?
() Whether any controlled rate has been fixed by them ?
D

(¢) 1f not, why mnot :
(d) Whether they have made any arrangement for purchasing Gur from
Bihar Government ?
(¢) Whether itis a fact that there is a ban on export of Gur from Bihar ?
(f) If so, whether they propose to correspond with Bihar Government for
making arrangement for supply of Gur to this Province ?
79. Will Government be pleased to state—
() Whether mustard oil is sold at the rate of Rs.2 per seer in all markets in
the Sunamganj Subdivision ?
(b) Whether any control rate has been fixed by Government for it ?
(¢) If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sig, MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

71. (a)—Government have no information.

(b)—Yes, the controlled price of Gur (imported) up to 3lst December 1943
was 7 annas and from 1st January 1944 the price has been revised and fixed at
annas 6 6 a seer. The price of locally produced Gur has been fixed at 7 annas a seer
from lst February 1944 and annas 5-9 a seer [rom lst March 1944,



2 QUESTIONS (2157 MAR:

(¢)—Docs not arisc.
d)—Yes, the P‘“’C}“‘S‘T of 3,500 tons of Gur from Bihar as allotted to Assam
le steps

by the Gur Controller has been arranged.  Government have taken all possib
to.get the Gur as carly as possible.
(e)—Yes.
—Does not arise.
72. (a) —Mustard oil might be selling at the rate of Rs.2 asecer as is know
be the usual price of it in almost all the markets in the Province.
(6)—No, not yet. ‘
)—Government have not got adequate control over supplies W

mainly obtained through private trade.

n fo

hich art

Supply of Kerosene to the villagers

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

73 Will Government be pleased to state whether it is
family in a village does not get more than one-fourth scer of kerosene in a month 't

74. (a) Are Government awarc that for want of kerosene the cultivators caﬂﬂl(:e
pcrforrn that part of their dily work that is always done after sun-set, and that t
students in villages are in great difficultics in preparing their lessons ?

(b) Do Government propose to take steps to remove these difficulties ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied:
varies between  places but is generally small.
of kerosene oil t0 tllle
in the suppY

: . e |
a fact that an m('h"'du:a

73.—No, the quantity available
74. (a)—Yes. Government arc aware that the supply
cultivators is not quite adequate but there is no help as the reduction

was imposed by the Government of [ndia. ) il
(b-)-—-—Gr)vcrnmcnt are irying their best to remove the difficultics. I'hey

have movee the Central Government for increasing the provincial quota of kerosene

oil on the basis that the villagers of this Province are suffering greatly for inadequate
supply of kerosenc oil.

Pilgrimage to Mecca

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI asked :

75. Are Government awarc that passage for pilgrimage to

opened for the intending pilgrims from Assam for some ycars.
76. Are Government awarc that a large number of intcnding pi]grims fror

are awaiting the opening of the passage, so that they may perform their incu

duty of attending Haj in Mecca ?
77. Will Government be pleased to state what steps have been taken by

for re-opening the said passage "

ThE Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

75.—Yes, for the last two years, ie., 1942 and 1943.

76.—Yes. )

77 .—This 1s a_matterrwlf_uch must.dgpend upon the decision of the Central Govern:
ment, who have given sufficient public intimation that they have the question conti-
nually in ml.nd.}1 s Rl .

#K han Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: M . ]

, : y Question was—Will Government
be pleased to state what steps have been taken by them for re-opening the g passage?
The reply is ,qmte different. My Question has not been replied.

Thc Hadtiledifaulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: When thie GO5Ca0
n}‘l:nt.o Indlla intimated that the Assam Government should publish closure of S
gis‘cgt;l;?)?r%fm:;tt Y‘;g-;: t‘}"'l’e Tf;‘}?h?d 1h€;t we would do as ordered, but that will be "a great

¢ pilgrims of this Province and as as t : . .
over, passages should be made open for the inten(zlinrglc Ellsgc:?r?m“ the war exgentlis

Mececa has not been

n  Assam
mbent

them

FSpeech not corrected.
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Re Security Prisoners Maulavi Ibrahim Ali Chaudhury and Maulavi Mabaralk
Ali
Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI asked:

78. (@) Are Government aware that Maulavi Ibrahim Ali Chaudhury

and
Maulavi Mabarak Ali, B.L. of Sylhet are security prisoners ?

(b) ‘Are Government aware that their f'uqmily members are passing their days
with great difficulty for want of pecuniary help ? -
(¢) Will Government be pleased to state what allowance they have granted to

5 1 : . A
the families of each of these gentlemen

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

78. (a)—Yes. _ ! -
(b)—Government have no information, _]mt have made enqulries. _
(¢)-No allowances have yet been sanctioned, as no applications for allowances
have been received {rom the prisoners. 3
Statement re Starred Ouestiou No.54 put by My,
il 16th Maxch, 1914,

The Hon’ble Mpaulavi Saiyid Sir .\IU[‘]:\T\'IE\I:\-]) SAADULLA: B
the next item, Sir, I would like to state one thing.

Baidyanath Mookerjee on

A efore you take up
I'he other day when

: ; ( certain
Starred Questions were answered, Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee wanted that I should
place before the House a copy of the new Rule that the Assam Government. had
adoi—ncd about withholding of applications from permanent Government

servant for

other posts. 1 caused the Rule sent to the Assembly Secretary and T understand that

aced on the Library Table
r 3 { ] 5 I as I) 11 ])]..l(.L(l on t f } .
a copy ol the Rule has b DEMANDS FOR GRANTS
GRANT No.9
18B anD 08B.—Navication, grc,

a

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ~ \.‘I“l.um,w _SAYIDUR RAHMAN : On the
recommendation of His Excellency t_l_m (I(c){\'t’m(]n .(.)[ Assam, 1 beg, Sir, to move that a
sum not excceding Rs.7,31,700 be ;lezml‘f‘.di::l f)(‘flz]ly\ t.;l]c charges which will come in
the course of payment during the year {113 b}“_],n the 31st March 1945, for the adminis. .
tration of the head “1813—-N;n:1.‘~‘,ﬂ“°f”} ;‘1{1_[ antment and Drainage Works?”.

The Hon’ble the SPEAI{ILR‘: b I‘;ﬁﬂ(l}ﬁ(?l\()(:: Moved :
come in the course of payment dt.u‘m;_, intm\;;l I{_“, ] ]mg on the
administration of the head ‘I BIS.MNQVSH,{ i 1]'1 )_allkl‘n(‘nl. and Drainage Works® **.

The hon. Members know thy lt(g;'n(li}nzlblv -'u\,:lls,i ey f?r voting on the Demands
for Grants, and all discussions must kAt & 0% oele el would, therefore,-

s nove their respective :
ask the other Hon’ble Ministers t?l::(\):)te of the \Igi-)(l‘-ll‘:\’(. D(:_:)mands now, so that just at
|, those Demands may be put to tH® ' *¢as Questions from the Chair.
4, those De ¥ GRANT No.29 =

ay the charges which will
31st March 1945, for the

56.— STATIONERY AND P

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNI‘\‘FI'II;]I IBII{)S:HI\LS[:\ 1
Excellency the Governor of A%?, ,('11'11‘ :: wh"~
Rs.4,99,600 be granted to (I(ffl“'c}}’ f 1;\4,]1.6‘11 gi“)&s uﬂh
during the year ending on the ‘-?,Ibt 4 ;
¢56.— Stationery and Prmung. - "

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER < The Fotion meyqq.

““That a sum not excecding RS:‘l:‘ i ’¢ Eranted to defray the charges which will
come in the course ol payment du.rlng_ “?l)’f‘ill‘ ¢nding ol ,l,hﬂ 31st March 1945, for the
administration of the head ¢56.—StalloNery and puinting’. -

RINT NG

On the recommendation of His
t0 move that a sum not exceeding
Will come in the course of Payment
Or the administration of the head
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GRAN'T No.4 1
9.—STAMPS ‘
4 The _Hn‘n ble Maulawv A.HDUI. Z\I_A'I‘II\' CHAUDHURI: On the recommenda-
tion of His ILX(T(:“CII(Z}" the Governor of Assam, | beg, Sir, to move that a sum no}
exceeding I{s..fir'?,()(J() be granted to defray the (Z]l;llgf.:; which will come in the course of
ﬂa)’g’:ﬁ‘f‘i’t dué':f:%;;]‘:(,:’yuur ending on the 31st March 1945, lor the administratien of the
ca — o LE 8.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved : '
¢«That a sum not exceeding Rs.47,000 be granted to defray the charges which will '
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1945, for the
administration of the head ‘9.—Stamps’.”
GRANT No.23
43.-—INDUSTRIES
The Hon’ble Dr. l'V?-/\HI'ZNI)RA NATH SAIKIA: On the recommendation :
of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not L
exceeding 1{5.3','1-1,2(]“ be gt'::n}f:d to defray the charges which will come in  the course [\‘
of Paymcmligl‘“?gdlhc ending on the 31st March 1915, for the administration of 4
hie head “*43.—lncustracs &
The Hon’ble the f)I’LAF{.I‘,R: The Motion moved :
¢« That a sum not exceeding Rs.3,41,200 be granted to defray the charges which will
come in the course of payment during the ycar ending on the 3lst March 1945, for the
administration of the head ‘43 .—Industries’.”’
GRANT No.12
28.—]JaiLs AND CoONVICT SETTLEMENTS
T'he Hon’ble Srijut RUPNA'TH BRAHMA : On .the recommendation  of His
Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not ecxceeding :
Rs.11,40,100 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of payment
ot IO on the 31st March 1945, for the administration ol the head I

car ending
Convict Settlements.”’
SPEAKER : 'The Motion moved : .
t exceeding Rs.11,40,100 be granted to defray the charges which
f payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1945, for
3

head ¢€28.-—]Jails and Convict Settlements’.
GRANT No.22

) 42.—Co-OPERATION
sn’'ble Dr- MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: On the recommendation

move that a sum not

during the V
cc9g,—Jails and
« The Hon’ble the
c¢That a sum no

will come€ in the cou;:sc;}o.
the administratlon o e

The §
f Tflfs Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to
e ceeding Rs.2,53,200 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the -
£ ent during the year ending on the 31st March 1945, for the administra-

m
c.oursc of 52}11}; =‘42--—|—CQ-0peration”,
i El),"hc Hon’ble thcv SPEAKER : The Motion moved :
ceThat 2 sum notsfc:'x(;:g:cflmg Rs.2,53,200 be granted to defray the charges which
-1 come in the courf 1 P}r;lyment during the yecar ending on the 31st March 1945, for
wi inistration © the head <42._Co-operation’.”

dm
he e W e S GRANT No.25
50___.-CIVIL ’b(ID Khan BahD:jNG ESTABLISHMENT AND ToOLs AND PLANT CHARGES)
Hon’ ble adur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : On the recom-

Thc - q
mendation Pf Hﬁ::;’{;e;};gg% Lh(e Governor of Assam, 1 beg, Sir, to move that a sum
b excccdlﬂign s il the 27 granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of Pag 2 <50 w-%ivil er ending on the 31st March 1945, for the administra-
tion t;f,lc c ‘ orks—(excluding Establishment and Tools and Plant

es) v

chargl"he Hon’ble the SPEA;?ER : The Motion moved :

«¢That a sum not exceeding Rs.34,57,900 be granted to defray the charges which

will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1945, for
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the administration of the head 50.—Qjvil \\"nrks-ﬁ(cxcluding Establishment and Tools
and Plant charges)’.”

Now, we shall take up Cut Motions under Grant No.9. I find that Mr. Mookerjee’s
Motion secks to criticise the general policy. I would therefore ask him to move his
Motion. :

GRANT No.9
18B AxD 68B —NAviGaTION, etc.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move that the
total provision of Rs.7,31,700 under Grant No.9, Major head—18B and 68B.—
Navigation, Embankments and Drainage Works at page 45 of the Budget be reduced b
Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.7,31,700 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

Sil", I have tabled this Motion to crilivisg Government with regard to their Naviga-
tion, Embankment. and Drainage Works policy.

Sir, it is well-known .that Assam .is an :lg:‘icultu_ml Prm’ince. The improve-
ment of the Province therefore means the improvement of cul.u\-'ariml, and the Improve-
ment of cultivation is on its part very closely related to the umprovement of drainage
and embankment in the Province. h‘lr_, I admit that Government have taken up some
works under the I-‘.ml)_mlk_mvm and I_)l‘:‘tlll:lgs‘ heads, but thv.ncw projects that we find
in the Budget are so few in number that 1 ivv}l very much disappointed ahout the pro-
gress and improvement of agriculture in the Province. Sir, the Oth.cr day the Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge of Land Revenue stated !hilt. they were extending the apeq under
cultivation. It was pnin}ud out by my hon. Friend Mr. ‘le'glxdl‘:l Nnt.h D?b as well as
by mysell that due to delorestation lhcrc_ was v)\'vr_\.-' ch‘an(‘g‘.(.)i flood which . practically
an annual aflair in some part or_uthor oi. tln§ 11‘()\’111(3.(.. 13-, I \_\’.(?‘llld .Tequest Govern-
ment Lo take recourse to intensive culuvmmn_ by 1:11c|l)r0\1?g Irigation and ¢recting

bankments, so that the crops may not be :'1l:m(‘d b_y roug 1.t a_nd flood, Drought and
o d ~ the t’w() main causcs of the failure of crops in our Province.
200 S;:;L as regards Navigation, the less is said lhc_ better. There are steamer
throu ;h’o:ll the l’l‘o\:incc‘; in some places the s}m:\’lccs ?fedsef}s.?nfl,l’. and in some places
there are services throughoue the year. ]}ut the peop L. f?‘n\_c \fu'-y !ntle benc{:ﬁt now-a-
days. Sir, here I would suggest that as we have got our represeniatives of this Honte o
ﬁquilw’ay Advisory Committeces we also should have our T'Cpresentativeg in the
:\((I:V;S(;ry Board of the steamer co_mp;mie_cs as well, so .tlmli i:ht;lgnevanc?s and demands of
the people of Assam may be ventilated in that committee an somcthmg usefu] may he
done for the people. _ : . :

Sir, as regards resusr_:ilalmn r.)l the dca}d rivers t]_lcre 18 already a Cu
ist. The Government is practically blind to this aspect oi_" the
!IS Jh rh time that this Department should b: up and doing (o
2 ]'gt'mt and vital works done not by piecemeal but in a planned way and _
1m1)0rft m; ; be said that the cost will be very high. I admit that Sjr quick]
22 nt tc: %1'1\.’(} the desired eflfect and if we are really serious to 4 4 .
e Wz:-uin w(; must take up this supplementary branch of cultivation e TOvince
fmcan in r,ight carnest. II' we can get the embankment and drajp Mediately
a2 ‘ding to our need at an carly date I can assure the House that we shai]
flec;:sctn 25gpcr cent. more crop from our present cultivated land, Unless get at

S€rvices

o tw . . v
tect the crops of the existing area it will be a fol.]y_ on our part to extenq thvee c?'“
:10 more by deforestation, causing permanent injury to the Province, With t?ll i
a ; 3 e
wo);‘ds, Sir, 1 commend my Motion. e

"ble the SPEAKER :  The Motion moved :
I'l%?lgot?m teotal provision of Rs.7,31,700 u{lder Grant No.9, M&jor -
d 68B.—Navigation, Embankments and Drainage Works at page 45 of thea —I18B
?32 reduced by Rs.100, 7.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.7,31,700 dOBudget

d by Rs.100.” : o
erugiiju)tyROSHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, [ ;0 -,
indulgence of the House to bring in.one specific instance of my districy ¢o i ake tp
:nhis drainage and embankment scheme has produced disastrous effecy . oz

ThIS Wasg d()nc
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conjointly with the officers of the Agriculture Department. I have spoken to the
Hon’ble Mini<ter for Agriculture outside because I did not get an opportunity of
speaking yesterday. But for this work the Public Works Departiment is also  respon-
sible. It was done with regard to Mora Pagladia River in village (GGobradal within
thcjuris(li(;t_ir))l of Tihu Thana. A ditch was cut with the result that a large area of
land necarly 1,000 bighas had been entively damiage d and rendered useless on account
of this drainage. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will have an enquiry made into the
matter.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUIL HU ISSAIN CHAUDHURY :  Mr. Speaker,
Sir, 1 would like to make a few observations on the Motion moved by Mr. Mookerjee.
According to me, Sir, the Drainage and Embankment Department is not doing its
work to the satisfaction of the people  So far as my subdivision is concerned, I may
say that due to the unsatisfactory working of the work of the Drainage Department a
considerable arca of Boro growing land remains uncultivated.  The fact was brought
to the notice of Government but I do not know why they did  not take any

action.

So far as the silting up of rivers is concerned, perhaps Sunamganj is the worst
sufferer. Formerly, we used to travel by steamer from Sunamganj to Sylhet through-
out the whole year but now stcamer plics from Narainganj to Chhatak but that also
not regularly. Khadirganj, better  known  as Markuli, is cut off from Sunamganj
because the river Kalni is -ilted up. The police stations IDharmapasha, Derai and
Tahirpur are also cut off from the subdivisional headquarters.  There are no motorable
roads from Sunamganj to these places. ‘T'he rivers Kansha, Jadukata z'md Ka‘lni have
become s0 much silted that even boat service  has |?(:t‘r)111(‘ tmpnss:l?h:._ IFor these
police stations mentioned are almost cut oft from 'l‘hv Sl}[)fll\‘lSlOtl.’ll head-
I bring this matter to the notice of the Fon’ble _;'\'lexlstt-l' in charge 50 that
ake such action as might be necessary to cnable him to remove the grievance

reasons the
cquarters.
he may t
of the people.

I know, Sir, the Bengal Government un(l("rtfmk a scheme known  as Damodar
Canal Scheme. I would request the Hon’ble Minister in charge to sce his way to
formulate such a scheme 1n our Province so-l!'ml, the difficultics not only of the sub-
division of Sunamgan] but of all other localities be removed without delay.

About the steamer service, Sir, the less is said the better. L.nst year, I _discussed
the matter threadbare on the Iloor_ ol this Housc. [<han Sahib -M;mlavn Dewan
Muhammﬂd Ahbab (_.lhaud_hury will hear me out l‘h‘at duc to the 1rr(-g’ulz}r steamer
service between Narainganj and (_Jhlmtnk people of Sunamgan) are undergoing a very

reat difficulty. The Khan Sahib when he is required to go to Sunamganj or Chhatak
do so because he cannot depend on the steamer service as it is never
Sometimes it comes in the morning, sometimes at night and sometimes it does
not come at all  From last year the steamer service has become very irregular. Even
in rainy season laf.st year we had to experience very great difficalty.  When on business
we started for Shillong we could not depend on steamer. We had to take recourse
to boat. During raimy days we cannot reach Sylhet timely by boat. All these have
put the people of Sunamganj to a very great diffic iity and I would request the
Hon’ble Premier and the Hon ble Minister in charge to look into this matter.

he cannot
regu‘ar.

Mr. Mookerjee has spoken about the desirability of putting a Member in the
management of the Steamer Company. (4 voice :—in the management or you mean
advisory committee !) 1 mean to look into the management of the company so far
s steamer services are concerned. I am entircly at one with Mr. Mookerjee. I also
request the Hon’ble Minister to see his way to place a Member for this work ; other-
wise our ‘grievances will not be removed.

With these words, Sir, I beg to resume my seat.
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*Khan Sahib Maulavi DEWAN MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY :
Mr. S_pcnkcr, Sir, T have got a +Motion standing in my name and thereby I want
to raise a .di&;(‘u.\sinn about closing down of some important steamer stations, between
Sunamganj to Chhatak in the district of Svlhet, by the Steamer Company.

I‘am very grateful to my hon. Friend Maulavi Magbul Hussain Chaudhury
for referring my name in his specch and also because of the fact that he mentionéd
the difficulties of the people of Sunamgan;.

. Only a year ago I moved an almost similar Motion about closing down of some
Important stations between Sunamganj and Chhatak in  the district of Sylhet,
by the Steamer Company. The hon. Members of this House may remember
that my hon. Friend Maulavi Amjad Ali made a similar Motion about the
irregularity ol steamer service between Pandu and Amingaon

*Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Between Pandu and Dhubri.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The hon. Member should not interrupt. There 1is
the Hon’ble Minister to reply. 4Rk

*Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: He
also made scrious allegations before the House against the Steamer Company. My
h)on. Friend is absent today and 1 do not know what is now going on in the
Papdu-Amingaon line. My complaint is not a local one. With it is involved the
comforts and hardships ol thousands of people of our Province. As a Member of
this Legislature, it is my duty to place before the Government the grievances of my
constituency, however small they may be, X

Like my Friend, Maulavi Amjad Ali, I do not like to go so far as to propose
for withdrawing the licenses of the steamer companies. What I want, Sir, is this,
that steamer companies should look in to the interests of the people of the Province
from where they are carning lakhs of rupecs annually. The system of Ghat
Sarkar Station may be replaced by the flag station which ill not cost them
a single pic. Following the example of the Bengal and Assam Railway Advisory
Board, I whole=heartedly support the proposal of my Iriend, Maulavi Magbul
Hussain Chaudhury and Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. May I urge upon the Govern-
ment (o constitute an Assam Steamer Advisory Board, which will at least have
some control over the activities of the steamer companies ? May I again draw the
kind attention of the Hon’ble Minister in-charge of Navigation to remove the
grievances of the people of Sunamganj by opening a steamer station between

_ Sunamganj and Chhatak, which has been closed by the steamer company ?

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI; Sir, the Cut Motion that I am
to move is No. 3 in the Order Paper.

It is no doubt gratifying that some of the projects have been taken up by the
Government this year. But there remains many important projects, such as,
Mubarakpur Khal, Mirzapur Khal and the mouth of Lama-juar from Kushiara river
to Anair Haor near Bhanga and one new Khal from the Longai river to Kaliganj
Haor through Kanishail and Bhagishagi villages near Puamara. These are the long
standing grievances of the people. In these localities lakhs of people live. Every
year they cannot grow any paddy due to rise of water carly in the year on account of
the  railway lines from Karimganj to Bhanga upwards on the North and the
railway lines between ™ Karimganj and Nilambazar on the West. These lands
will be cultivable lands if these projects are taken up and the people will be also
saved from famine almost every year. These low-lying areas will be silted up
and water will not accumulate there to destroy the paddy.

*#*Spcech not corrected.

+2. Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY to move :—

That the provision of Rs. 4,46,000 under Grant No.9, Major hcad—18B. and 68B.—Navigation,
Embankments and Drainage Works, Minor Lead—A.—Wor s at page 45 of the Budget be reduced
by Rs 100, i e., the amount oi the whole grant of Rs. 7, 1,700 do stand reduced by Rs. 100,

+3. Khan Bahadur Maulavi M- HMUD ALI to move :—

That the provision of Rs.3,000 under Grant No. 9, Major head—18B. and 68B.—Navigation
Embankments and Drainage Works, Minor head—B.—Extensions and improvements at page 45 of the
Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.7,31,700 do stand reduced
by Rs.100.
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The Hon’ble the Finance Minister, when he was in-charge of the Public Works

Department and Maulavi Ali Haidar Khan when he was  Minister in-charge
of Agriculture were pleased to visit those localitics. Both of them promised
to take up at least somc of these projects. The pceople ol these localities
submitted petitions after petitions for redress of their grievances at the time of
Mr. Jarman and Mr. Sultan while they were Subdivisional Officers of Karimganj.

iects but did not do anything. So, Sir, I

All of them promised to take up these proj
could not do anything for the relief of the

c..nnot understand why Government
p(;op]c. I also cannot understand why they do not take up these small cases
These small projects, surely, will be managed by a small amount of money and

will not require a big sum.

Sir, only one fact, I find as its causc. These projects fall in my constituency
and in parts of the constituencies of Mr. Sen and Mr. Aditya. Except this, I do not
find any reason why thesc Khals have not been taken up to this day.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Reference has already been made to 1
#Cut Motion standing in my name. By that Motion, I wanted to raise a discus-

the failure of the Government in taking up any scheme for resuscitation of

the dead and dying rivers, especially, in the Surma Valley. :

Sir, many of the navigable water channels are .'Llrc-;uly_ dead and many of them
are fast dying. As regards the river Surma, greatcr part of it has already been silted
and closed down to all kinds of water traffic. Similar has been the condition with
many of the rivers of the Surma Valley ; as a result, communication and. an important
mode of transport has been aflected. Not only that,——the dying rivers are

the
gion about

and easy : J > 4
adversely affectung thc.f.]culth of the rural population. We are struggling dcsperatcl_y
to securc transport facility For'thc movement of our food-grains zu:ld t;sscntml commodi-
ties. When accommodation in railways is  so much !umlgfi, s it not the foremost -
duty of the Government to divert their attention in l}xgs direction ? I suggest that
i ediate steps should be taken to examinc the condition 'c;j these rivers and elaborate
LRI drawn up to open up thesc channels. This will mean not only

quicker communica-

5 Id be
schemes shou 7 il A e et el
better wealth and resources to the Province, but also a sure

s ds Embankment and Drainage projects, I want to speak a few words, Sir.

ar s .
A? l;f’gprogl‘ﬁss has been made regarding the projects undertaken by the Depart-
Very 8 oTthC are not c:'-;pcctc_d to be finished within the year, before the rains set in,
great impediment and waste of public money. Almost all of these

:g will mean 2 , et : : i
Thl_s‘v\:;l are sure to go under water. ‘The channels dug will be silted up in course of -
rojec . bunds erected will be washed away. T'his state of affairs, surely,

some difficulty in

: dtie :
the ralnsointhc efficiency of th_e_ Department.  Of course, there was
rCfIcctSing labour but if the military projects can be finished so quickly, 1 think, Sir,
:?f?;f:nt steps should have been taken so that these projects could be finished within the
s
ycar.As regards the speech that has been delivered by Khan Sahib Dewan Ahbab
Chaudbury> I wouclld}llke tc; sa}C/i tha.t out of courtesy he did not mention the name of
sm, thiat DAC DESELELRE between Sunamganj and Chhatak. I submit, this is
the Stil_ from which my Friend comes. ’
Du}la@\l]ith these words, I support the Motion. y
Maula\_’i ABDUR RzﬁHMf&N :  Sir, I_et me ventilate the grievances of the people i
¢ Habigani S.ubdwxsm}? t rm;g 111 this Motion. At the outset, I "~point out to the '
(;;[on’blc Minister-in-c arg;: of this Department that up till now no definite project has
caken up by them. It’s also not known whether any such scheme or an
beent as been drawn up for the subdivisi { Habi i Sir, {i A gl
roject =77 1 put during this Sessi 1 vision .of Habigany. =iy, from  gertats Ques- '
Fioﬂs whit the subdivisional tow L wan.th to bring to the notice of the Govern- j\
ment that n of Habiganj has been cut off from all sorts of '
ot ATDUL BT CHAGDIURY 0 move
That the prozl’lbrainage Woike Mi under Grarnt No.9, Major head-—18B. and 68B.—Navigati !\
Embankmcnt.shm;mount of the whole :“0’-' head-—A.—Works at page 45 of the Budget be rcducg:'d 1011):, ‘
R!-IOO’ fubes VB grant of Rs, 7,31,700 do stand reduced by Rs.100. i y
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communications more particularly, for the reason that the river Barak has been silted
up for some time past. The position of the Habiganj subdivisionel town is that during
the rains it becomes accessible to northern, western and eastern interior parts of the
subdivision by boat but during the dry season it becomes absolutely cut off because it
has no communication. If people want to go to Baniyachong side, the only communi-
cation now-a-days is motor service, but this is also not a very safe position as the motor
service starts very late in the year and it does not continue for the whole dry
season. Then, again, towards the Dinarpur side there is no communication except

going on foot. T

Sir, Habiganj was once a very famous trading centre but with thesilting up of the
river Barak it has lost all its business. When Mr. Khurshid, 1.c.s., was the Subdivisional
Officer at Habiganj, he took up the project in hand and he set apart a sum of Rs.5,000
from the Rural Uplift Fund for re-excavating some portions of the mouth of the
river Khowai and a portion of the river Borak so as to join it to the Balikhal—a
length of about a mile only. 'The question was examined by certain experts but pro-
bably with the transfer ol Mr. l\]u':rslud the matter was dropped. It is not a matter
of huge expense; it 18 a question of re-excavating only a mile. There is
already a silted Khal which can bc__rgncxc:x.\-ated_. _

If the portion from L‘hc moulh_ ql_l]']C river hhow%u up to the Balikhal is re-exca-
vated, communication of the subdivision bccomc;s casicr and the trade of the town of
Habiganj will reappear. 1 would urge the Hon’ble Minister in-charge to take up this

estion very seriously: ¢
e . Sahib Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN : Sir, in the district of
Nowgong several projects under this head of the E mbankment and Drainage works were
undertaken as far back asin the l’n‘onth _oi 1_)cccm!:»‘er last and the projects have been
in operation since January last. The district ag‘_-m.mmml officers were deputed to
Eectite the works with the help of the local villagers. s

Now, Sir, I bring to the notice of the Hon’blcb 1:\/11mste‘r i“‘chf“'gc one specific
Httance in which the local agricultural °.“‘CF¥S hav‘t.' cen obstructed in the execution
of a certain project. There was onc project in })p(}.{}latlond smC::e January last, T mean
the project in the villages of Kandhulimari Barpaka a-n ; hehua-Cl}alchah where a
canal had to be excavated 1n order to c?1111cct some iOLq or five Beels with a riven four or
five miles apart from the said Beels on tfle slopes o Whml} tlle're are thousands of bighas
of best paddy lands owned by the villagers. Now, in tl;ls pc;.'rucular case one Isab .
Moral with some two or three others as against about 200 Pattadars of that locality
raised a frivolous objection with the result that a!l\ the labourers th_v were engaged for
the excavation of that Khal had to be held up. I'he objection is still being enquired
into and it has been urged by the opposite party that unless land acquisition proceedings
ate started for acquiring their lands through which the drain will pass they will neith% e
part with  their Jands nor will they allow the Khal being eXcavated
Section 8 of the Embankment anc! Drainage Act provides that a Khal hasis be.:
excavated when it is sO needed for the improvement of the low-lying areas owned by the
Pattadars of the villages sO as to afford an out-let through which the accumulation of
waters of the Beels caused by heavy downpour can pass towards any othey nearest
streamlet or river in prder to save the crops grown on the slppes of such Beels. This
section is very defective. It does not empower the local agricultural officers to éxetute
works undertaken by them so easily as is now contemplated by the Government, No
project can be worked out either — belore or after the months of January, Februar
March or April of every year either on account of standmg Crops or inCIemcny;;

weather,
Sir, the inten
the cultivation of pa

tion of undertaking all these projects, I understand, ig to :

ddy crops and if it is really so, 1t comes under the purviewaugment

Campaign.  This Grow-More-Food Campaign, St ik of the
- 2

Grow-More-Food = the Hon’ o {
i measures and I would urge upon the Hion ble 1nis s
the MIEgegy wor e executed, if possible, under the Defence of India Ru{cr to see that

these projects ar

e diak . (o]} ;
he acquisition of lands. » 80 far as

hey relate to t
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of the Embankment and Drainage Act be amend-

I would also urge that section 8
acricultural ofhicers 1o execute such

ed so as to give wider scope and power to the local
works to be undertaken in future,
With these observations, I beg to retire. Sir.

}zﬂbll ‘B[PI\\T Bl'.']\l{f J).‘\S: .\II .\l)r'.i}-{cl" Sit < the town of Il;ll)ig;u]i has

been practically disconnected with North Habiganj due to the silting up of the Barak
river. In the rainy scason the people of North Habiganj have to carry on their
business by means of boat.  But in the winter scason there is no  boat comimunication
at all and the little boat communication that could be availed of has been stopped by
putting a bund ncar a village called Rampur only half a mile from Habiganj town. If
the Hon’ble :\ﬁn.lsl('r takes some steps to remove that bund from that place some sort
of boat cmmm_um:;atinn may be restored.  So 1 request the Hon'ble Minister to take a
special note of this and do the needful as carly as possible,

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:  Mr. Speaker, Sir,

I admit that this Department which was opened only a few years back has not been
able to make a headway. The reasons are too m;lu'}'. In the first place, in 1941, due 3
to the construction of the Indo-Burma road, the stafl that was employed in this Depart-
ment and the instruments and other equipage were all taken away to that road and the
work had to be suspended.  Then at the instance of the Legislature, this Department
was again reopened last year. It commenced its work in July last.  Now within a short
space of time it was possible only to take up sixteen schemes this year.  Our principal
difficulty has been the shortage of staff.  We have got only one Executive Engincer ;m_d
two Assistant Ingineers and two or three overseers  With this in:ldc-qu;}tn stall’ 1t 18
impossible to take up much work in hand. However, we are trying to finish the schemes
that we have already taken up within this year. )

My Friend Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury said that the works are being . .(lcl:lyC§1_illld
he has himself admitted that this is due to labour difliculty.  He said that if the military
projects could be expedited why this work cannot  be expedited. T think the ﬂjlil.lt):ig'y
will not apply to this Department.  But I can assurc the hon. Member that  we shall
take every step to expedite the work and complete them before the rains set 11‘1 '

Now, for the next year we have taken up twenty-four more projects lor carrying on
the survey work and there are about 250 more schemes on the waiting list. If we get
the necessary staff we will accelerate the progress of th‘(: _wnrk. ) i

My hon. F:'icnds.Mr. Af_:)d.u_r Rahm in and Mr. Bipin Behari Das - have referred to
certain schemes in their subdivision. We will have them examined as soon as the staff

—

: i le.
2 aval\t}?zbhon. Fric_nd Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri has referred to C‘_-'"lﬂill damages in
the Kamrup district. I do not krn?w whether that schemewhich he referved to was taken
up by that Department or the Agr‘u:‘ullur(: I)({l)arlan(:rlt_ In many cascs it so happens
that the Agriculturc Department withou: taking the technical advice of our Department
start work. To obviate this. _5“3 I' have proposed that there sh'ould be a co-ordination
hetween the works of the Agriculture Department and the Public Works Department. I
have already PI'C‘POSCd_a conference between the three Departments, viz., thc_ Revenue, 'R
the Agriculture and this Department and 1 can assure the House that we will try our
pbest to co-ordinate the work In such a way that there may not be loss in future so that
the scheme may be sclected in such a manner that it might be a success. '
Now, anc.)thcr matter 'hf}t has been referred to in couorse of this Cut Motion is that
man of th_ﬂ‘ rivers .havc got s_1ltcd up and there should be a scheme to re-excavate them,
1 am of opinion, §1F, ti?at this Department is not directly concerned with this measure.
Our Department is mainly concerned with the construction, removal and upkeep of
embankment, drainage and improvement of land in the Province. The question of
freeing the river from silt and making it navigable, I think, is the main concern of the
Sgeamer Con_lpames. In this connection, many of the hon. Members have referred to
the irregularity of the steamer services and the closure of certain stations and it has also
peen suggested Ehat there should be some representation in an Advisory Committee to be
formed by the -Sft_eablncr Company. T do not know whether there is any Advisory Com-
mittee Ior any ol the Steanler Companir‘.s. r]?h_ersg is none probably_ SO, I can ur;dcrtake

— e
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on behalf of the Government to represent all the grievances that have been mentioned
here as well as the formation of an Advisory Committee for the Steamer Company. All
these matters will be relerred to them. ! X

Mr. Dewan Ahbab Choudhuri referred to the closure of Duhalia station. In pursu-
ance of a representation made by bim last year we wrote to the Steamer Company to
open that station and it was done in December 1942, This station was re-opened but in
June 1943 we were informed by the Steamer Company that the earnings of that parti-
cular s.ation do not show any improvement and therefore they were compelled to close
that station. In the circumstances, 1 think nothing further can be done in this matter.

Now, Khan Bahadur Mahmud Ali has referred to certain irrigation projects which
were enquired into in previous years. As regards his two schemes, wiz., Mubarakpur
Khal and Mirzapur Khal, these two schemes are still in the waiting list and as soon as
circumstances permit we will take them up. But as regards the other projecis we have
had no representation from any quarter. 50 to sum up, Sir, this Department is still in
its infancy. It has a great future betore it and 1 am glad to be able to say that my
Colleague the Finance Minister is very keen on expanding this Department. So there
would be no dearth of finance for the exceution of the projects.  But our present diffi-
culty is the question of siafl, ie., availability of men with requisite technical qualifica-
tions to undertake the work.

. Mr. BAIDYANA'T'H MOOKER]JEE :  Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw
my Motion. i

The Motion was, by leave ol the House, withdrawn,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.7,31,700 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1945, for
the administration of the head 18B. - Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works’.”

The question was adopted.

GRANT No.29
50.—STATIONERY AND PRINTING

*Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA:  Sir, I beg to move that the provision of
Rs.1,77,703 under Grant No.29, Major head-—56.—Stationery and Printing, Minor
head—-D.-—~Government DPress (total) at page 143 of the Budgcf be reduced by Rs.100,
i.e., the amount of the whole grant ol 1"\5-‘1';99_,(100 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

The hon. Members of this House are n:n In a position to know the appropriate head
to which the expenditure and prolit of the Press should come in the Budget. So, it will be
better if the printing charges and the carning thereby is shown in the Receipt side. In
‘that way we can understand what is the expenditure on account of printing and what
is the amount of earning and other expenditure.  If this g not possible, the other way
is to find out a cost sheet per unit o printing from the avél'aéc cost of the year.
Government may also in this connection lind out the cogt Per unit of printing from out-
side presses and also cost per unit from the Government Pregs, This wli)ll enable the hon.
Members of this House to judge the l'clntlvq expenditure gn account of ét in printing
in the Government Press. So, unless these figures are ayajla))e it is l?otp r?)ssiblc}:i]'or this
House to judge whether the demand which is now being asked - for is jgstiﬁed on the
work done or not. ]

With these few words, Sir, 1 commend my Motion for the consideration of the
House. . . i . .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The Motion moved -

“That the provision of Rs.1,77,703 under Grant No.29, Major head—56.—
Stationery and Printing, Minor hcm._'l——D-—Gﬂvernment PI.ESS. t(’;tal) at page 143 of
the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, Z.¢., the amount of ¢ whole grant of Rs.4,99,600
do stand reduced by Rs.100. o ) » 7

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir 1 beg to move that the provision of”
Rs.1,95,000 under Grant No.29, Major hcadn—sﬁ““StationerY and Printing, Minor
head—LE.—Printing at Private Presses (total) at Page 143 of the Budget be reduced by
Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant ot Rs.4,99 600 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

* Speech not correcteq
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notice of Government that those

I have tabled this Motion just to bring to the
Government for doing their

presses in the Province which entered into contracts with
jobs, were given to understand that they would be supplied with papers by Government.
T understand, :'*iir. that almost in all cascs, Giovernment has jailed to sul‘)ply papers to
the presses and s0, though there was such a contract or agrecment between the Govern-
ment and private presses, practically no work could be done in this respect by the
private presses. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will see his way to supply those private

resses with papers so that they may do some work of Governiment and may not sit
idle in expectation that they would get papers and will be able to do the job some-

time in futurc.

with thes¢ words, Sir, I take my scat.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The motion moved :
«¢That the provision ol Rs.1,95,000 under Grant No.29, Major head—56.—
.d Printing, Minor head—Ii. - Printing at Privalc Presses (total) at page

Stationery ar :
amount of the whole grant of

143 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the

1{5_4,()9,600 do slanq_rcdm:t':d by Rs.100.”
The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: 5o
Sir, I want to say that details are shown n
If the hon. Member desires, T can

far as the Cut Motion No.l is
ConCCr“Cd: the Annual Administration
R eport of our Press. show him the figures in my

ofﬁcc.
So far as Gut Motion No.2 is concerned, Sir, my hon. Friend has complained that
private presses are not getting papers. But I can dcfn.uu:ly inform the hon. ‘Mcmb_cr that
arg ATE beiny .L:upi')l:—:rl. 'he procedure is that after receving indents from different
7 ik 11 the privatc presses are asked o send us estimates of papers required and then
aused due to late submission

()H](?{‘S;ér;i to the Central SLul‘irmnry office. But delay i8 € 1 ubm
we 1noer - by the different officers and sometimes due L0 the late submission ol estimates
of indents sses also. Morcover, there is transport difficulty, as pointed out by

Sir, so far as our Press is

Anyhow,
and unnccessary delay 1s not caused.

by the private PT8
" the House to withdraw my

Mover. oVer which we have no hand.
the }101(;1 1 wiil see that the mattier is expedited
con%m"}?u liABINI.)I{A NATH ADITYA: [ beg leave &

a
Moty pAIDYANATE

S}’IiAKlL[{: Have the h(')n. Meml

I MOOKER]JEE: 1 beg leave of the House to withdraw my

Motion- I—Ion’bl‘: the sers got leave of the House to

The ’ .
i e Motions & |
wnhslr}aw t ;tions = b‘y lcaYe of the House, withdrawn. ;
{:ﬁz Hon’blc the SPEAKER : 1 am then putting the main question.
The qucstion is : By -
sum not exceeaing Rs.4,99,600 be granted to defray the charges which
the 31st March 1945,

e £ '
Al hca;:n e C()-U.I'SC UI payment dl]l'illg the year Clldlng on
will Comdministratlon ol the head ¢56.—Stationery and Printing’.”
for t}'}_?t 3 qucstiﬂﬂ was adopted.
1
GRANT No.4

9, —STAMPS

on’ble the §PE%}I§E1{: There is one Cut Motion standing in the name of
The Abdu Barl C‘h;;\uRI ary, Will he move 2~ .
Maulav? 270 gpDUL ! e CHAUDHURY: Iam not moving the *Motion, Sir.
a:HOﬂ,ble the St KER: I am then putting the Motion before the HDUSC,
;tion - -
as a que® ; ;
g lavi ABDUL BA{{_SI 2(5"515\1(]]]31’1 URY to move :i—
x1, Mawe  vision of Rs. e fmt er Grant No.4, Major head 9.—Stamps, Minor head—A.—
That the£011arg°5 or ‘thle SE edo : Emps, Sub-head—1.—Contingencies, Detailed head—Discount of
37 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, i.e,, the amount of the whole grant of

jicia
Non-Judl ps a;npaffduced by Rs.100.

I e

)
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The question is:

““T'hat a sum not exceeding Rs.47,000 be granted 1o defray the charges which will
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1945, for the
administration of the head 9.—Stamps’.” X
The question was adopted.

GRANT No.23
43 . —INDUSTRIES

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The last Cut Motion under this Grant is to raise a
discussion about the question of policy. So, I allow Mr. Mookerjee to discuss the whole
question of policy. -

Mr. BA'DYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move .that
the total provision of Rs. 3,41,200 under Grant No. 23, Major 11‘3“(1:—‘13.-—111du5tries
at page 125 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs. 3,41,200 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

I have tabled this Motion to criticise Government’s policy with regard to
Industries Department.

Sir, at the very outset I would admit that the dcvclopmcni of industries, particu-
larly heavy industries, depends to a large extent on the Central Government. The
Provincial Government is to depend on the Central Government (Tariff and Rl
I mean) and the Central Government in its turn is to depend on His Majesty’s Guvel‘JK
ment. So, in fact the industrial and commercial development of a people is inseparabl
connected with political freedom. We Indians are therefore looking forward tg
the day when India will attain an independent political status. We cannot expect
to attain the desired effect, so far as ind_ustrml development is concerned, before we can
attain our political freedom. B_ut shll,. Sir, cven }mdcr the present circumstances, I think
if the Ministry is serious and sincere m‘thc[r cffort we can make some headwav, This’
is the time when a Ministry with imagination and drive could lay the foundation of
wealthier and happier Assam. Sir, what do we find in our Budget estimates ? It will
be seen that some more money has been provided in the next year’s Budget than
the current year but, Sir, il: any hon. Member cares to scrutimise, he will find how and
why this amount has been increased. Under “Direction” it will be found that the
amount has been increased. There are scveral new posts suchsas Marketing officer -
in 1943-44 there was one, in 1944-45 there are two. Asregards  demonstrators one
demonstrator has been increased ;{nd with regard to servants, in place of five w,e find
there are 12 and there are also six more markcting workcrs.  These are the sness
appointments that have becn made under this hf'ucl ““Direction”. Ower and above
this, there is the increment in [I]f_: scale of pay. So, Sir, this increment is for no real
benefit of the people. _Sg far as industrial development is concernad, it is quite cle
that the increased provision in the Budget will be of very little use to the Province g

So far as industrial (‘.dpcatl_on 15 concerned, it will be found that E'lbout
Rs.14,000 more has been provided in comparison with the current year. This is also
due to the increased scale of pay and increased house-rent, etc. So this is also not a
real increment. There is another striking thing. At page 126 of the Budget it will
be seen that in place of 39 demonslrz}lors the number has been increased by one, i.e
40 ; for the current year the cxpenditure will be Rs. 21,200, whereas only o 0-n.e,
increment the expenditure fmll be I.{s.30,503 ! Hereis the increment of Rs. 10,000 in
one head. Who will explain the trick ?  This is regular jugglery.

So far as other industrial education is concerned, particularly there has been n
change. Under ‘“Works™ it will be seen that about Rs. 50,000 has been providedo
So my point is that the increased provision _in the next year’s Budget is not a real
improvement but it is due to the increment in the scale of pPay and some pew work
and a few new bogus appointments. So far as fishery is concerned, it is real]s
lamentable that the Government is callous to this branch. Even Government co 13’1
not sec their way to provide the same paltry amount which they are going to spend tl}lx'
year. Under the revised estimates of 1943-4~'1|_thc figure is Rs. 3,074 for the improv 5
ment of fisheries in the Province and the provision for the next year is Rs. 2,928, =
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On several occasions on ih_t- floor of this House and from all quarters there was:
a demand and request that this Department should be  taken up in right ecarnest,
specially when the ('mvcrn!m'nl is pushing their Grow-More-Food Campaign but in
vain as usual. I think, this Department should not be neglected  any more,  This
Department may cas {Iy and richtly be included in their CGrow-More-Food Campaign.
Any way do something. Do not sleep over it.

As regards cottage industrics the less is sa’d the better. It way be that here
and there Government have given some facilities to the weavers.  But, Sir, according
to their needs am} according to the critical time under which the inhabitants of this
Province arec passing, Government has  done nothing., It is hich time that our
Government should take up the cottage industrics in right ecarnest,

iweestions and at

factories, about four ycars back I gave some sug

As regards match
appreciated my sugeestions and

me of reply the Hon’ble Premier said that he

the ti

gave me the hope that he was already thinking on  that line.  But, Sir, up till now

we do not know anything about that. The other day my Friend  Mr. Blennerhassett
There are variou, things which can

led suggestion about hydro-clectricity.

gave detai
and most profitably too.

be taken up at present
This is the most opportune time when the

the paper industry, leather, lac, sugar and cotton  industries, hydro-
But to ask for any thing like that from the present ill-assorted and effete
of the pecople must bea cry in
the Hon’ble Minister in
en he was replying to the

Ministry can undertake some big

projects, €.£-

electricity, etc. b
team that is playing drakes and ducks with the destiny
the wilderness. It has already been  stated by
charge of Navigation and Embankment, at the time wl
debate on his subject, that there was no co-operation between the Agriculture
Department and the Navigation and Embankment Department —a frank confession,
Sir. and T admire him for his frankness. But at the same time I would appeal to the
Hon’ble Prime Minister with all the sincerity that I possess that he should see. that
there is co-operatioll, sO far as the important departments at least are concerned.

Sir, every Member of this hon. House knows how very hardpressed and over-
worked our Hon’ble Prime Minister is.” Sir, as [ said on a previous occasion, I repeat
it again today that in place of ten cylinders if only one or two cylinders work, it puts
A very great stratn on the

whole machinery and whiclh may break down at any
moment. 1 feel for the Hon’ble Premier, Sir.

I am not flattering  him 3 I say it from
the very core of my heart that I feel for him for his works and his team. He is very
much overworked though he has nine other Ministers Lo help him.  But still when we
cec that nothing can be done without his assistance we have got 10 other alternative
but to appeal to him "'“_d thereby put more strain on himm. We cannot help it. 1
hope, Sif, he will try to implement the promises which they have made from time to
time ; at least, those made during the current Session by the Hon’ble Ministers and
thereby try to 1mprove the lots of the people of this Province who are helplessly looking

to him for their very existence.
With these few words, Sir, T commend my Motion for the acceptance of the

use-

Eo on’ble the SPEAKER :  The Motion moved :

<«That the total provision of Rs. 3,41,200 under Gran
Industries at page 125 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.
whole grant of Rs. 3,41,200 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.”

There are some other Motions which scek to discuss particular points which
are not covered by the gqneral Criticism  of policy. 1 would therefore ask the hon,
Metiibers to, move their respective Motions first, after which the speeches  will
continue. .

Maula}n RAEOI%UR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir; I beg to move that the
Ar(.)_illsrl:zl?.lsc;r al S;_va:vel‘;ndler Grant No. 23, Major head-—43.—Industries, Minor head—
Tl-*ave]ling canvasser é)t"}])(;zté lggltglgﬁdgl(.]_-l)?y of Esmblichuent, Detal o

2 e Budget be reduced by Rs.10, z.e. i
of the whole grant of Rs.3,41,200 do stand grpduecd by Rs. 10. ; > Tho Bintaes

t No. 23, Major head—43.—
100, i.e., the amount of the

T —
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Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the
provision of Rs.47,664 under Grant No.23, Major hl‘-ad'—43-;lndustrics, Minas
head—A.-—Industrial Development (total) at page 126 of the Budget be reduced
by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.3,41,200 do stand reduced by
Rs.100. -

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the provision of Rs.19,972 under grant No.23, Major head—43 .—Industries
Minor head-—A.—Industrial 1)(‘\-;:101)[{11{‘111, Sub-head—1.—Pay of Establishment (total),
at page 125 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, ie., the am .
of Ilisfj3,41,200 do stand reduced ‘by Rs. 100. ’ rount of 'the. wholegrant

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITY \: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the
provision of Rs.3,991 under Grant No. 23, Major hea(l—43.-—0—I11dustries Minor
head—A.-—TIndustrial Development,  Sub-head—1.--Pay of Establishment ’DCtailed
head—Marketing Oflicer at page 125 of the Burlget be reduced by Re. 106 BN e
amount of the whole grant of Rs.3,41,200 do stand reduced by Rs.100. b=

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motions moved :

“That the provision of Rs.996 under Grant No.23, Major head—43.—Industri
Minor head-—A.—Industrial Development, Sub-head—1.—Pay of E-s!ablishmcr{::’
Detailed head--Travelling canvasser at page 125 of the Budget be reduced by Rs 10,
i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.3,41,200 do stand reduced by Rs.10 e

“That the provision of Rs.47,604 under Grant No.23, Major head—43 —;In'd
triecs, Minor head- ‘A.—Industrial Development (total) at pagé 126 of 111.;: Bud:r!s;
be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.3,41,200 do sta\?lﬁd
reduced by Rs.100.”

¢“That the provision of Rs.19,972 under grant No.23, Major head—43.—Indus.
tries, Minor head —A.—Industrial Development, Sub-hcad——l.'hpay of Establishment
(total) at page 125 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, ie., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.3,41,200 do stand reduced by Rs.100.”

«“That the provision of R_s.3 991 under Grant No 23, Major head—tlS.——Indus-
tries, Minor hc-eul——*\.u_Industr‘lal Development, Sl}b-lxczld—l."—P;ty of Establishment
Detailed head-—Marketing Officer at page 125 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100.
i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 3,41,200 do stand reduced by Rs.100.
The speeches may now proceed. g
#*Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, first of all T shall discuss t}
t I sought to raisc by my Cut Motion moved above. Here I would Tl 1e

oin C 1 Ak . ) to bri
?o the notice of the Hon’ble Minister in charge the fact that the pay which (‘;O\’I“:lrng
ment have provided for officers ol subordinate grades, viz., demonstrators, salesmeg‘

travelling canvassers, etc., 18 not at all satisfactory. We can never expect efficient

work {rom these people bf"l giving lll“’m SL.‘CS scanty pay, especially in these harq
B . are the people upon whom industrial deve :
days. These are peoj 1 lopment to a large extent

depends. ‘These 1)(:0]311: are in chm‘ggc of the Government Emporium at Gaa
Before the war the Emporium was 1)IDEIUC111g good cloths but owing to the war d 15
to scarcity of materials i, e lh? ]'41111)03‘11‘1“:1 is pot going on in a satisfact u?
manner. [ would urge upon the Hon’ble Minister to see whether the lot of th(:s‘y
people cannot be improved. ; .
Then, I would like to say a few words about the general policy of the Gover
ment with regard to this Department. My hon. Friend Mr. Mookerjee has Spok::-
at great length on this subject. ‘T'o add to his remarks, I would simply  agk thn
Hon’ble Minister to_ be more cautious about the hard days which are ahead of lhe
epple of this Province. If this Department is taken up seriously it can provide
more work to the people. Time and again severe criticisms have been made fe
Government’s apathy in ln_troducmg cottage industries for those who havye et ﬁor
sufficient  work  to mainfain them§elves. S}r, it has also bee.n utged that 1o fam?Ot
areas, where people are not getting sufficient food for maintenance, Gove1-nmme
should provide facilities for cottage industries asasub51d1al"y means of income o
occupation.  But up till now Government have dqne nothing in this direciion anIc:

#Speech not corrected. T
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is known that our cultivators save and except the cultivating scason remain absolutely
idle ; just to supplecment them with some sort of work it should be the look out
of Government to provide them with some sort of industries.

While I was listening to the criticisms of Mr. Mookerjee he was giving excuse
that the bigger question of industry is solely dependent  on the attitude of the
Central Government......

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: No, no. I said, to some extent. Do not
forget about tarrif and revenue of these things.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: But, Sir, I do not find why this Government
should not be in a position to chalk out some scheme by which small industries
of the Province can be increased. I have heard in the past also the hon.
Members from various quarters crying for some industry such as tanneries and
things like that but I do not find that Government has taken up any new scheme
in hand up till now. If we go through the provisions in the Budget, we find that
most of the expenditure are meant for providing certain officers. Even then there is
a complaint from Government that with the small number of officers in hand the
Department has done its best. If the question of shortage of officers cannot be
solved by the Department, I sce no utility of this Department continuing at all X

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. Member will finish,

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : With these  words, Sir, 1 urge upon the
Hon’ble Minister to see whether in future he can take up new schemes in hand.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Mr. Spcaker, Sir, this morning we had the
pleasure to know that our Hon’ble Minister for Industries was also a bit of a musieian
himself ; I wonder, Sir, why the music of the spinning wheels did not catch his ears
so long. I submit, Sir, there is a vast field for work with spinning wheels and
handlooms in this Province. Sir, 1 had a talk privately with the Hon’ble Minister
during the last Session and he gave me to understand that he was corresponding
with the Central Government to sec if sorne yarn could not be got for this Province
so that handloom industry could be supported by the Government ; but I am afraid,
people have not as yet been able to know what this Provincial Government h.as
been able to do 'in this line. In fact, nothing has been done by them. 1 will
draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to onc fact, Sir. The Madras Govern-
ment, though it is now under  the ¢<93-Administration’’, has requisitioned or sought
the help of the All-India -‘?'pmncr's Association and the Orissa Government, the
present Government though itis not a Congress Government, has also sought the
services of the All-India Spinners Association for the spread of spinning in those
provinces. When thesc Governments are trying in their provinces to develop the
spinning with the help of this Association, I submit, Sir, our Government can also
have some help from that organisation, if they like, in this direction. And as you
yourself know, Sir, there is an institution in Sylhet known as Vidyasram whose workers
have got zt least 20 years’ experience in this line and they can be of great help to
Government if this Government only cares to ask for that help. I submit, Sir,
spinning and weaving arc most essentially necessary for this Province when pcople
are not even getting clothes to wear and if it only liked and if it had some imagina-
tion in this matter, the Government could have done a lot in the line.

There are several other things also. We arc being pressed under the circum-
stances to store huge quantities of foodstuffs for the pecople. There is the Supply
Department which is storing up . huge quantity of foodstuffs. Last year we had
a sad experience of seeing large quantities of these foodstuffs wasted ; they were
dedared: unft for human consumption. And,l am afraid, Sir, as soon as rains will
set in, huge quantities of foodstuffs will be found unfit for human consumption this
Ztc‘ia&salizeu?less i:la the mc:antirne Government take special care to see Lhaif these food-
Departmentrec%t-:‘d cdl:)cmlcailly_ andh.sme:(xtlﬁc‘allljy. _I submit, S]_r, t_hat this Indqﬁries
5! Sl R a lot in this matter by introducing scientific method in the

storage. we could develop this, it would be of great help to the people in

*Speech not corrected,
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these abnormal days and in normal time also that would help the people a great
deal if knowledge of storing up fruits, vegetables and foodstuffs could have been
disseminated through the experts.

Sir, during my general discussion of the Budget I referred to the necessity of
asking for some help from the Central Government for Industrial Research and
Industrial Training. They are spending a crore of rupees this year. They have
budgéted more than a crore of rupees. Our Provincial Government should be up
and doing even from now to get a decent share for the benefit of this Province for
Industrial Research and for Indusirial Training. 'There is a very urgent necessity
for having an Industrial-Laboratory. The Industrial Research Council is doing great
work under Sir S. S. Bhatnagar and practically this Province is getting no benefit
out of that. There is not a single representative to that from our Province ; nor is
our Provincial Government taking any interest when other provinces are dcvcloping
very speedily in these lines. Even.some of the States, such as Mysore, Baroda and
Travancore are making rapid progress whercas our Province is depending on the
routine work, additional appointments and things like that. T am constrained to use
this language, Sir, but I cannot help it. Our Ministers are absolutely doing nothing.
They have absolutely no imagination, no initiative in these matters. They are
taking the whole Province to ruin. They are not getting at all prepared for future.
They have shown lamentable lack of imagination. It is very much regrettable to
use this language but in view of the gloomy prospects of this Province I cannot resist
the temptation to speak out my mind.

Sir, there are a lot of things }Vhl_(:h could have .bcen dOll:’:, for instance, water
hyacinth. It is doing a lot of mischief to our cultivators. Even that water hyacinth
could have been utilised as compost and other things. Card boards are being prepared
from water-hyacinth fibres and they are being utilised in various ways. The military
is slaughterin;: large number of (:agllc in the Province and what is_ our Government
doing ?  With the hide a leather 1nrlustr}«' could ha‘ve .bccn started in our Province but
the Government is doing nothing. So, Sir, I_S“bmlt, m hunc‘lred and one ways the
Government could have come to the rescue of the Provu?cc if.thcy had some imagina-
tion. I would request Government to have some more imagination, to keep in touch
with the Ceptral Organisation, with other Provinces and States and see what they are
doing. . i
What about Pyrethrum ? It is very much regrettable, Sir, that the Hon’ble
Minister came to-say that we are going to have 100 acres of plantation during the
next 12 months. But does h» know, Sir, what Kashmere is doing ? They have made
a huge profit out of this. There is a very great prospect for this industry in this
Province. The Industries and the Agncu]‘tural Del)arm}ents ought to have taken thig
up by this time which would bring a lot of money for this Province, instead of looking
up to private organisations to come fc:rw;u‘cl_ and take this up. These are the most
important points and 1 hope the }.Ion ble Minister will be up and doing and see that
these are done in our Province quickly. With these words, Sir, 1 beg to resume my
seat.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.M. of the clock.

After Lunch.

(Mr. Deputy Speaker was in the Chair) : j
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Grant No.12 is to begin at .2.15;. -
sorry, I cannot allow any further discussion in respect of this. Grant. T Wwonld; 't'herefore

call upon the Hon’ble Minister to reply. Aoy
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: There were some Cut Motions

The Hon’ble Speaker assured us that we would be able to speak a few wor
regard to my Cut Motion and that of Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the hon. Members will agree to finish Up with
five minutes, I will allow him and Mr. Aditya to speak and finish their SPEechm
within five minutes. es

moved,
ds Wwith
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Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : M. Deputy Speaker, Sir, by my Cut
Motion I wanted to raise a discussion about the  necessity of establishing a proper
co-ordination amongst the departments of Industry, Agriculture and Co-operation, so
that all these depariments could work in mutual co-operation and  thus improve the
departments in their respective spheres.  All these three  departments are known as
nation-building departments. If genuine co-operation is established, T am sure, useful
and modern development on co-operative basis can be started.,

On a point of policy, Sir, I want to stress that the Director of Industries is so pre-
occupied with industrial schemes and the heavy works of  that Department, that
(_Jr)-upc.-ralirm should be taken away [rom his charge.  Also, Sir, 1 deplore that Govern-
ment as yet has not been able to formulate schemes so as to enable them to  take the
Gpportunity created by the War for industrial development.

With these words, I beg to resume my seat.

#*Babu RABINDRA NA'TH ADIIYA: Sir, the Industrial Commission Report
«f 1918, concluded with the observation that since India’s vast industrial potenilalities
and resources remain still untapped, it is necessary that the Government should p‘lay
a more active role and therefore, they recommended improved departmental organisa-
tion for the encouragement of industrics, improvement in technical training and educa-
tion, reorganisation of scientific stafl’ for Industrial development, giving  technical
and financial aid to the industries, encouragement of industrial co-operation and pro-
vision of improved transport facilities. The report was accepted by the Government of
India and the Imperial Department of Industries was  established in 1921 5 but the
allocation of industry as a provincial subject after the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms
increased the difficulty in giving effect to many of the recommendations. Astmm had no
Industries Department till 1918 but although the allocation of responsibilities between
the provinces and Centre has ceased to exist, the Assam Ill(]l'lH[I'll'.\‘ Department has
remained the self same cottage industries Deparunent even in the year ol grace—
1944. It has, therefore, litde history and less geography 5 so with bigger industries
Government have no contact except in so far as is necessary for the JERaa of the
powers under the Factories® Act, Steamn Boilers Act, Workmen's Compensation Act
and some more minor legislation. . :

When industrial planning has ‘become the talk of the day, when rosy picture
about post-war living conditions are alluring us almost to the Prt-.ss-th'c-Butﬁon
methods of life, is it not Iud:crous_; t]m-t an I.C.S. ])1‘r¢-ctm' of Industries is asked
to content himsell with handicrafis and handlooms ? In Bengal and other pro-
vinces this Department ha< a contact with all industries and attempts to look to the
various necds and grievances of the industries and takes up their cause il necessary to
the other departments of _thc Government.

In Assam the Industries Department is an anachronism. Here people are more
anxious for contracts than for building up industries. Here the knack is more for
winning favours and favourable rates cthan for doing the job fairly and squarely. 1In
<uch an a.tmos_phcrc arts may develop but not the industry. Against this background
'and within this economic frame work there can be no industrial planning. But given
the canvas to work on, I_arn sure, the Industrics Department may play its proper role
in build_mg up of the Nation. When Agriculture is an uncertain factor in Assam, Is it
not desirable to switch over about 30 per cent. of the population to industries ?

I have another suggestion and it is this that the Dircctor of Industries should
serve as a Sccretary to the Government in the Department of Industries and Com-
mchC- : .

With thes’c suggestions, I commend it to the consideration of the House.

Thc_Hon ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SATKIA : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir
1 am obliged to the hon. Me_mhers of the House who have put forward their con.
structive suggestions for consideration of the Government, But I find, while submittin
suggestions for consideration of Government, they have not examined £

o, Al know i *nt, y have not examined one aspect of the
qu e o g at our country has been passing through abnormal times due to
war ught about difficuities of an unprecedented nature. With all the

*Speech not corrected.
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emphasis I can command, I can tell the House that Government have not been sitting
idle over the problems which should draw their attention at the present moment to the
fullest extent.  Sir, at the present moment, problems that have been confronting the.
country arc: one of cloth and the other of food. About cloth we have been taking
steps to sec that there be no scarcity of cloth in the Province. At the same time, we
have been trying to help the weavers of this Province in solving their economic
problem, by engaging them for production of as much cloth as possible.

The activities of our Industries Department have so far remained confined mainly
to the cottage industries alone ; of course, I feel that we should exploit the resources
of the Province for big seale industries ; we have not ignored this aspect of the
question. I may tell the House that we have already l})‘n_m:d one Rcsc’._arch Gomlt_nittee
composed of experts as members to explore the possibilities of developing industries in
this Province, cottage and large scale both. We have notified in the Assam  Gazeite,
dated the 27th October, 1943, that the committee consists of the Director of Industries,
as Ex-officio Chairman, the Economic Botanist, Assam, ono\l’mfessm'ol'Svience, and three
representatives ol industries, two ol them are highly qualified, who have got foreign qua-
lifications, as members. Their dutics will be to establish liaison with the Central Board
of Research and also to function as the Provincia! Research Committee to explore the
possibilitics of developing industries in this Province.  But, we all know that whatever
steps we may take at the present time to dv\:cl‘np l}](lll:-‘tl‘lcs.lll this Province, the main
difficulties are, in the first place, transport difliculties and in the second place, want
of requisite materials. : :

Sir, as reeards cloth problem, we h:w‘e on:g;mlsed d:ﬁ"f:rnnt centres and have
appointed oflicers accordingly, one officer being in charge of one pr‘(.)ductl_on centre.
The Weaving Emporia, which used to give benefit to the weavers by placu.]g orders -
on differcnt desions that were very much in clv.m.:md in the ljnarl_:ct_. are collecting these
fabrics for sale to the public. The two Emporia of the Province were run by one
Marketing Oflicer and their sale went up gradually from year to year from Rs. 30,000
to about Rs. 2 lakhs. When the scarcity of cloth was looming large, we thought of
extending the activities ol the Marketing section to the best benefit of the weavers
and also the consuming public,‘nnd we hope thgt‘ we shall be able to produce more
cloth for the people of the Province  Supply of Standard cloth by the Central Go_vcm_
ment will also go to a great extent to save t'he peoplc from SCal‘Clt}; o.f cloth, Linked
with it comes the question of having a spinning scheme for our Province. When the
cloth problem is no longer there at the present moment, IS 1t nmecessary to have a
spinning scheme and to provide money for that purpose, which ‘could _be utilised in
some other urgent schemes ? j}bo.ut spinning, of course, we .hﬂ.ve not given up the idea
entirely that there should be spinning scheme taken up in this Province, and
linked it up with the National War Iront activities \V’hICh' have included spinning in
their programme. We have also instructed our Weaving Demonstrators to ‘teach
spinning in areas where they are posted. = g ;

Then, Sir, there are two weaving institutions in  this Pm_vmce, one is
and the other at Gauhati. Training in weaving is imparted in these two institutions
It will be seen from the list of new‘s(‘,hf.;'.lncs If)r the coming year that we have createci
10 posts of demonstrators, some of which will be posted to some private weavin
institutes which are being run on a commercial line. Besides giving them subs
are giving them Demonstrators from the Department to convert these private
into miniature form of Training Institutes. We have been giving these Insti
from the Williamson Endowment Fund and also from the Provincial reve
have given much stress on weaving because of the fact that weaving is
which is so widely taken up in tl}ls Province by people and has got scope
development. The Sericulture industry has not been tlou_ched by any of the hop.
Members, though this is a very lucr:_ltlve 1ndust1~y_ which is S_u"c to thrive and bt
the sericulturists, specially during this abnormal time, as everybody knows that the
price of silk has gone up from Rs. 15 to Rs(.i 95 }Jer tsleer now.  We have provided
about Rs. 60,000 in the coming year’s Budget for the development

~ / of sericultype
industry and we hope we sh‘all be able to spread the sericulture industry in this

we have

at Sylhet

idics we
institutes
tutes ajd
nue. We
the industry
for furthey
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Pr_m«_'inm: to a great extent. We are going to start a Sericultural I'raining school in a
miniature form at Titabor where students will be trained, and they will be better
trained than the present sericultural Demonstrators. and will be able to give benefit of
their better training to the industrialists who will come forward for such advices.

My Friend Mr. Mookerjee in his specch has mentioned about large scale industries,
which, he says, depend upon the Central Government, to some extent Of course,
Sir, about them I have nothing to add to what T have said, at present, as these are
matters to be included in the Post-War Reconstruction Schemes. Only the other
day the Hon’ble Premicr announced in this House that different comnittees have been
formed and that possibilities of having bhig scale industries in - this Province would be
throroughly examined by these committees. '

Regarding the point raised by Mr. Mookerjee about the expansion of the market-
ing section I have already told that this scction has been expanded  for the benefit of
the weavers in the Province and also for the public in general.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : What about fishery, Sir ?

Tke Hon’bie Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : 1 am coming to that.

Then, about the provision for Demonstrators Mr. Mookerjee has said  that though
there has been shown an increase by one over the existing stafl’ ol 39, the provision
that has been shown in the Budget lor the coming year is very much high. Thereis a
little mistake in that. In place of 40, it should be 49 as the provision in the new

scheme is for 10 Demonstrators lor the coming year. -
Then, Sir, when I took office more than a year back, ! found that some classes
such as hosicry and soap making, ctc., were moving [rom place to place holding classes
in the interior but I considered that the desired benefit would not be derived by holding
such classes in the interior when there is so much dearth of materials and transport
facilities. So immediately, for the benefit of the public and zlso to give more
methodical training, by running on a commercial line, we ordered that these classes
could betier be located in certain district  headquarters  towns, making th.cm
equipped with better facilitics for imparting training. ‘T'he students could derive
more benefit out of it, and at the same time it would go a good deal to help people

when such classes would be run on commercial lines. ;
Sir, we have been giving facilities for industrial training to the students of the
Province in different branches, but many of them have not been able to start
industries for various difficultics arising out of the present abnormal time in spite of _the
assurance given by Government g't:gzu'c_]ing help in the shape ol loans or subsidies.
There is a provision for subsidies of Rs. 6,000 to give aid to the needy a!nd
deserving industrialists, and this ycar we are going (o give grants to the deserving
nt of the whole amount.

industrialists to the exte : 1
#Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :

Is it not a fact, Sir, that only 33 per cent. was recommended out ol a
applications ? _

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Probably my hon. Friend
Mr. Chaudhuri has misunderstood me. T am speaking of subsidies. The provision for
subsidies for this year will be fully utilised.

Then, Sir, I come to the classes of bell-metal and electro-plating. These arg

quire

undoubtedly of great importance as everybody knows electro-plating is re
These classes were started about three years back at

For dearth of students the classes were about to be
closed down. In spite of our repeated advertisements in the newspapers nobody
was coming forward for admission. It was at the point of being clo:ed down, when
I took up the matter and ordered the classes to be shifted to ‘some other important
centres where students may be available.

Then, about the scheme for fisheries, Sir.  Mr, Mookerjee pointed out that
there is less provision made for the coming yedr.  The scheme has not been curtailed.
Only the provision, for travelling allowance has been " decreased a little on the basis

of the revised estimates, this year.

On a point of information, Sir.
number of

for our various utensils, etc.
orhat but what is the result ?

*Speech not corrected.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon'ble Minister’s time is up and
he should now stop. I should like to know if any of the hon. Members would like to
press his Motion. (Voeices—No, Sir.)

I hope the hon. Members have got leave ol the House to withdraw their Gut
Motions.

The Motions were, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The question is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,41,200 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending the 31st March 1945,
for the administration ol the head ‘43 .—Industries’ ™

The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 12.
28.—JaiLs AND CONVICT SETTLEMENTS.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : I think there are eight Cut Motions. Motion
No.1 stands in the name ol Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury. So I call upon him to move
his Motion.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that the provision of Rs. 12,300 under Grant No. 12, Major head—28.—]ails
and Clonvict Secttlements, Minor head—A.—District Jails, Sub-head-—1.—Pay of
Ofticers, Detailed head—Superintendent’s allowances at page 68 of the Budget be
reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 11,40,100 do stand
reduced by Rs. 100,

Sir, the g(‘m"r:_ll outlook regarding crimes and criminals all over the world
have recently undergone a drastic change. Now a prison is no longer considered as a
place for punishment but it is regarded as a place for confinement for necessary
reformation. All civilised Governments have revised their jail codes in consonance
with these ideas but in this aspect we still lag behind. We are still living in the
middle ages. The same idea and the same principle still permeates our Jail Manual.
From time to time some little changes were made to improve the conditions of the
convicts but these were not enough to meet the requirements and the spirit of the time.
The Good Conduct Prisoners’ Release Act was passed only a lew years ago but this
Act only related to the premature release of the prisoners on certain conditions. This
particular  Act did not contemplate to improve the conditions and mode of
living of the convicts in jail. Time has come, Sir, when Government of Assam
should take up in right earnest the work of reformation regarding the jail and the
convicts.

As regards the Jail Manual, T beg to submit that the Manual was compiled in the
year 1934, From time to time correction slips have been attached to it and now the
volume has become so stufled that it is very difficult to handle it. With a view to
remove this difficulty and with a view to reformn our jail administration I propose,
Sir, that without further delay the Manual should be revised.

Sir, therc are two more Cut Motions* in my name. I will speak a few words
regarding both of them.

* . Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY to move :(—

That the provision of -Rs. 12,44% under Grant No. 12, Major head—28.-—Jails and Convict
Settlements, Minor head—A.—District Jails, Sub-head—-1.—Pay of Officers (total) at page 68 of
the Budget be reduced by KRs. 100, ie., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 11,40,100 do stand °

reduced by Rs. 100. g : | £
(To raise a discussion about supply of tobacco to the prisoners which is the cause of 90 per cent .

of the corruptions in_ jails.)

4. Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY to move:— -

That the provision of Rs. 12,444 under Grant No. ]23 Major head—28.—Jails and Convict
Settlements, Minor head-—A.-—District Jails, Sub—he.:\d—--'l-“"la}’ of Oﬂ?c(‘{S (total) at page 68 of
the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, i.c., the amount of the whole grant of Rs, 11,40,100 do stand
reduced by Rs. 100.

(To raise a discussi ]
a view to maintain the industria

on ahout the necessity for making provision for the after-care of convicts with
1 education they learn while in jail.)
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Sir, by one Motion I wanted to raisc a discussion about  supply of tobacco
to the prisoncr which is the cause of 90 per cent. ol the corruptions in jails.
It is well known, that many of the convicts are habituated in their private life
to smoke tobacco "“El as 1’"’”‘_1.\: no possibility of its  supply in jails, they try
to smuggle tobacco inside Ihl.! jail and this causes a good deal of complaints
and punishment under the Jail Manual. So, I submit, Sir, that if a concession
is made in this respect and the ban on tobacco smoking is lifted, a good many
of the cascs arising from this kind of offence will be minimised. A

By yect another Motion I wanted to impress upon  Government that some
sort of a committee H}!H!Ild be appointed for alter-care of the convicts. Some of
the convicts w}u_;u' in ']rnl ret some kind of industrial training, but as soon - as
they leave the jail this education is soon forgotten Therefore, 1 submit, Sir,
that some means should be devised so that the convicts, after their release from
jails, may reccive due lu:i!: to carry on the particular branch of industry in
which they have been trained.

With these words, Sir, I commend my Motion for the consideration of the
House.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Motion moved:
under Grant No. 12, Major head—28.—
A- District Jails, Sub-head—1.-—Pay
allowances at page 68 of the Budget
of Rs. 11,40,100 do

««That the prr;vi.‘iinn of Rs. 12,300
ails and Convict Settlements,  Minor head
of Officers, Detailed head-—Superintendent’s
be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant

tand reduced by Rs. 100 -
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, I ber to move that the provision
»f Rs. 12,300 under Grant No. 12, Major head- 28, - Jails and (}unvict Settle-
nents, Minor head-—A.——District  Jails, Slll)_-hl‘?il(.] 1.-—Pay of Officers, Detailed
]ead--,-‘j‘upc:rinl_cndcnt’s allowances  at page 68 of the DBudget be  reduced by
2s. 100, t.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.11,40,100, do stand reduced
yv Rs. 100 y ) o . ' ‘ _ .
e iSiy, the poliucal prisoners” of  the United Provinces get for their l'atiqn
, daily allowancc of Re.l-8 per hecad witlg which they are .ublc to get thc.Lr
laily rcquircmcnts_ as thl_!Y please.  But tlm_; is not Fh‘u_(:us(: in AHS.’lIl.l. Hcrc_m
Assam  the seccurity ~prisoners arc trcated as B Division prisoncrs, i.e., security
srisoners of Class I, and tiaose who are of Class 1T are C Division prisoncrs. Sir, this
disgraceful that ordinary convicis and the security  prisoncrs who

s really very < vy :
have been detained on mere suspicion should be treated all alike, and the result

s 'that even a Class I prisoner gets per day two chattaks of Ghee or in the
one powa of milk. As you know, Sir, all things arc now-a-days

- Jd

2lternative ; 2

.old -at somewhat less in weight and at the same time some concession has got to be given
raibgse, Who, Bk t]h" ration to the political prisoners  Considering  these factors,
cither the milk or t}}: Ghee Lh;}t is supplicd is quite insuflicient to meet their
requirement. In thef(fmted Prowngcs’ jails Sir, I know the ration of 3 powas of
ille, o 44 powas o ish are supplied to each political prisoner. So, should we

be ambitious 1n Assam ?  We suggest that :. provision of two powas of milk

G a of fish for tl
or one POwW s ¢ two meals per day should be provided for cach of
Class I prisoners.

There are ogaer d:fﬁcqltxcs which T need narrate here, for example, delay in passing
of letters to the klaSS I prisoners by ihe jail authoritics. Such letters might bring
the news of S:ic IHCSS_ in the familiez, but they cannot rcach them in time. To
obviate this delay in delivery of Jetters the prisoners of this  Class sometimes
make f;-‘eprcselgtatéons but they are withheld and our prisoners go unresponded to
this € eCfF‘this olr{li]’_q_dexc{épt thQSe who are inside the prison bars is aware of the diffi-
C‘l:llgllrcsé 30 not reac-h eséngrslﬁ‘fan(:cs thfu; are made to the Hon’ble Minister in
cs:elvegs o5 LN grlg\izzﬁ Sir, unless, thercfore, the Ministers them-
e Ministers direct. In \Gew ¢ tzf], it is not possible to communicate them to

e great responsibility the Government hag

—— = =

i
]
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taken in detaining these political prisoners, they must see that their grievances
arc redressed. The Ministers may be well advised to pay at least a quarterly
or half’ yearly visit to ascertain such grievances personally. I think .the Hon’ble
Minister in charge of jails was required to visit the Sylhet jail where some
Class I political prisoners are detained, but he has not yet done so. I hope he
will do it very shortly.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs. 12,300 under Grant No. 12, Major head—28.—
Jails and Convict Settlements, Minor head—A.—District Jails, Sub-head—1.—Pay
of Officers, Detailed head—Superintendent’s allowances at page 68 of the Budget be
reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., th> amount of the whole grant of Rs. 11,40,100 do stand
reduced by Rs. 100.” :

I would ask Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri to move his Cut Motions Nos. 7 and 8.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am much obliged, Sir. I beg
to move—

(1) that the total provision of Rs. 11,40,100 under Grant No. 12, Major
head—28.—Jails and Convict Settlements at page 67 of the Budget be
reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 11,40,100
do stand reduced by Rs. 100 ; and

(i7) that the total provision of Rs. 11,40,100 under Grant No. 12, Major head—
28.—Jails and Convict Scttlements at page 67 of the Budget be reduced
by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs 11,40,100 do stand
reduced by Rs. 100. N W

The first point that is in my mind relates to both P(_)llthﬂ[' and non-political
prisoners.  First of all I will say a few .words‘al)out thc, pollthfﬂ_ prisoners. I wish to
take this opportunity to draw the attention of lheﬂ Hon’ble  Minister in-charge to the
health of Mrs. Puspa Lata Das, wife of my hon. Friend Mr. Omeo Kumar Das, now a
security prisoner in the Tezpur jail. My information from her medical attendant who
was allowed to see her in jail is that she is gradually failing In  her lgcz}lth. She
happens to be the only female prisoner in Gaubati jail and Pl:ﬂCtlcaI!Y ) living ir_: a
solitary cell. She requires treatment wlnc_h.canuot be made available msu}le the jail,
not even in any town in Assam. Her visit to Calcutta for treatment is absolutely
essential. I would ask the Hon’ble Minister io take note of her case and see whether
she cannot be released on the ground of her _hcalth. I also. draw the attention of the
Hon’ble Minister to the case of Dr. Hare Krlspu Das, a retired Civil Surgeon, who is
intimately known to the Hon’ble Minister in-charge. He is of advanced age and
is also failing in health. The treatment a_nd the diet that are essentially necessary for
him cannot be made available inside the J_all. The Hon'ble Minister should consider
whether he cannot release him or cssential arrangements cannot be made for his treat
ment there. I have also, Sir, i_n tln_s connection to bring to the notice of the Hon’ble
Minister the conditions obtaining in Jorhat Jail. Food cannot be supplied there
regularly and the food prcsc‘ribcd under the provisions of the Jail Manual also cannot
be supplied in that jail. There 1s absolute dearth of fuel ; no vegetables are given
there and the water-supply is :ﬂmp}y depqu-ablg. The sanitary arrangements are pof
properly looked into, even ph.enylc 1s not given in the Ia.trmes_. In that Jail there
are only about 73 political prisoners of which 17 have been given allowance, others
have not been given allowance. The result is that. those other persons cannot supply
themselves with the necessary toilets and other requisite things which they need, The
case of Srijut Mohi Kanta Das ha§ already_ been p!.accd before the Hon"blc Premier
and I again thank him for his kindness in passing orders now granting him 5y,
allowance. But the case of Sri_]ut.Ra_]am Kanta Chaudhury who stands in the same
category and who has made an application for allowancc_e has not becn al_)lc to recejve
any attention from the Government. I would also in this connection draw the
atténtion of the Hon’ble Minister to “the decarth of clothing in the jail, According
to rules the B Division prisoners or for the matter of that the security prisoners
are cntitled to have dhoti and kurta, but now that the jail author;

; rities have refus
to give them dhoti, and kurta they are being compelled to put op Janjia ag(ci[
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jail  kurta which no Indian gentleman would like to put on. ‘The resultis that
they have refused to put on these Fangias and jail kurtas. 1f the Hon’ble Minister
makes an enquiry he will find that although they are putting on tomm clothes
they have not used Fangias because these Jangias are such that they cannot be used
by a gentleman of the middle class or Bhadralok class.

Then I come to the other Cut Motion which I have moved, namely, the last
Motion about the necessity of releasing some non-political prisoners.  Sir, I have also
tabled a Resolution to . that effect. The jails have been overcrowded and on
account of the rise in pric‘cs of food-stufls the jail .'ultl.m:'ili:-s have not been able to
give the prisoners prescribed diet.  On account of this diffic ulty liu_: prisoners in other
provinces have been released.  So I would suggest to the Hon’ble Minister to consider
immediately whether }'fc Cuuld not release such of the l'lflll-p()lili(_‘.'ll prisoners who
have not been convicted Ipr any oftence involving n moral tu:piludq. Such
prisoners who have been convicted, say for an offence  of sudden assault which  was
unprcmC(”tatcd and \:thsc a'ntcccdc:m.s' are g od, those prisoners can be released under
the provision of the Good Conduct Prisoners Release Act g they can also be released
uncondl’ti“na”y pr(-)ndcd they have served a certain _pt::'md'(‘)l. scntence and  are
ot likely to commit any offence involving in moral turpitude. I'his is Dbecoming all
the more NECessary on account of the fact that the jail authorities have not been
able to cop¢ witl} the situation aqd have not been able to give I[Ic-rll proper diet.
A]ghough lhc‘J;nI Manual [)I'(:S('JI'II)CS that dal should be given, 1 some .}‘“I§ dff[
has entirely been done away w:th'; only some sort ol vegeiables ar¢ given, So, if

ou cannot feed and clothe the prisoners properly, 1t 18 1o us¢ keeping them there

. d you <hould adopt the principle of release it you can release them  without any
and ) . to the society. And I submit that is the reason why we had enacted the
mcnacCCU duct Prisoners Release Act, but I regret to say that this is practically
Gogicgad U?cttCI in the statute book. Government has taken no action under that
a

statutc. ‘ )
g Again 1 would like to mention that a large
5 granted bail which has also resulted
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number ol under-trial prisoners are
in over-crowding of the jails,

2 e 1ot ! ¥ S
detalncld ‘inl?n:)w in Gauhati jail the.c was a visit by the I)(.:pu!y. Gommissioner
Recent Yr‘s and it was found that under-trial prisoners have been detained there for
and Oti:;-l; (hrec months for petty offences without trial. 1 think Government would
e tll to issue.a circular to the different District Magistrates and jail authorities not
dodw::ain undcr-trial prisoners unnccessarily for a long time.

e . " n ~r -
fil The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motions moved :

) ««That the total provision of Rs, 11,40,100 under Grant No. 12, Major
head—28.—Jails and Convijct Settlements at page 07 of the Budget be
reduced by Rs. 100, i.e.; the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 11,40,100

do stand reduced by Rs. 100.”” and

(i) «That the total provision of Rs. 11,40,100 under Grant No. 12, Major
head—28.—]Jails and Convict Settlements at page 67 of the Budget be
reduced by Rs. 100, 7.¢., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 11,40,100

do stand reduced hy Rs. 100.” 3

e Hon’}_)lc Srijut CII?{UPNATH QRAH;\;IA; Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, so far a
ecurity prisoncrs an other political prisoners are concerned, I do not think I
thcds'{'urtht:r reply 1n view of t!l(.‘ fact that the matter has already been sufliciently
neec ssed in this House on various occasions and certain reply was given by the Hon’ble
discus Mr. Aditya and Mr. Chaudhuri raised the question of release of some
: s and their ,allowances. On that point also I do not think I need

e T ly as the Hon’ble Premier has already sufficiently dealt with it, Ag
fu-rar Jhe sccu?ty Pprisoners, Mrs. Das and Dr. Das, I do not remember to have
rfgcc" d any 2pP llgziwl\]mﬁznany sort of representation either from themselves or from
G e S Ve reprecarations wil come G’ to ua we shallag

e

——
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Regarding the allegations made by Mr. Chaudhuri that there has been no due
supply of food and fuel and other things, we have not received any Information regard-
ing this. But I shall first enquire into the matter and see what can be done. The
hon. Member, T think, is well aware of the abnormal situation Prevailing now. Even
outside the jail it is difficult to get food and other commodities.

He has also raised the question of dearth of clothes. This matter will also be
looked into.

Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri has raised the question of releasing some of the non-
political prisoners. In this matter, Sir, we have to go by the rules laid down in the Jail
Manual. We appoint an Advisory Board to examine the cases of those non-political
prisoners whose releases are due.  All the cases are put up before this Advisory Board,
and the Board send their recommendations to the Government. We on our part
always give due consideration to the recommendations of the Board. Some two or
three months ago a good number of prisoners have been released. Mr. Chaudhuri
has sought to give reasons for this. He said that there had been much congestion in
the jails. But I do not think there is any such congestion now. We have raised
temporary houses in some of the big jails, a.nd the military prisoners are now being
transferrcd to their native jails. So, there is no congestion now.

Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury wants that certain reforms should be made in the
jails. He admits that some small reforms have been made from time to time. Gov-
ernment are also alive to this matter. I admit that there should be some reforms,
but in order to introduce reforms, we nced construction of new buildings on modern
lines, and have better-trained Superintendents of jail, etc., and for these we have to
wait till better times come. :

Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury has also said that .to.bacco shou.ld be allowed to the
prisoners to stop corruption. Sir, the expert opinion on this subject is not very
favourable. The experts say that tqbacco s!muld not be _a]lowed te all the prisoners,
But still then we allow some concession to higher c}a_ss prisoners. Recently I have got
a report from the Deputy Inspector General _of 11‘1sor,15, that some tobacco-smokers
represented to him at Gauhati an(l‘thc_ Superl‘mcndent s opinion is that tobacco may
be allowed to all smokers at a certain time of the day and if _that can be allowed
there may not be any further clamour for tobacca. As soon as this proposal comes to
us, we shall give due consideration to 1t. i ;

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : I want to know if any-.of the hon. Movers want
to press his Motion ?

Voices :—No, Sir.

'1‘1léei\4c)t§‘,g; were, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : 'Tne question is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.11,40,100 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending the 31st March 1945
for the administration of the head ¢28.—]Jails and Convict Settlements.”’ 2%

. as adopted.
The question was adop GRANT No. 22

42—C.0-OPERATION

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: We now come to ‘“Co-operation”. I fiud that
there are as many as six Cut Motions ; Motion No.5 seems to me to be a compre-
hensive one. I would therefore ask Mr. Mookerjee to move his Motion. '

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, T beg tq
move that the total provision of Rs.2,53,200 under Grant No.22, Major head—42
Co-operation at page 123 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.2,53,200 do stand reduced by Rs.100. ; .

Sir, I have tabled this Motion to criticise Government’s policy with regard tq
Co-operative Department. : . .

Sir, when this movement was started in the Province it was thought that the aims
of this movement would. be to promote the welfare qf the rural pPopulation, that the
Co-operative Department would educate the people in the art of thrift, that it would
be their guide, their friend, their adviser, that it rwould teach people in such 2 manney
that they would be able to free themselves from the clutches of the crafty money-lender
and that they would gradually be able to stand on their own legs. But, Sir, thi:
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movement has utterly failed. I am glad that the Hon’ble Finance Minister in his Budget
speech has admitted it, ‘but at the same time he has tried (o hoodwink the presgnt
He has said “it is encouraging to find that the co-operative movement is
emerging from stupor and stagnation to virility.”” Sir, I say that the movement is still
where it was. Sir, on a perusal of the Budget figuree it will be found that practically
nothing has been done to improve the condition of this movement except that a few
officers and a large mfr_n]n-r of servants have been appointed ; of course the Govern-
ment has tried to justify those ap]‘)nimmvnls by their explanation as will be found in the
Budget M(-‘m(:randum._ -\J‘_’W, S_H‘; the first appointment has been that of a Deputy
Registrar of C(,.()pf::';ltlvc- Societies ; next comes the appointment of the Assistant
Director of Industries; then comes a Special Officer, and after that you will find that the
number of servants has been raised from 22 to 41. As in the case of industries here also
ill find two or three officers have been appointted but the number of servants is
seven or cight times the number of officers.  Nothing has been explained in the Budget
Memoranduln so far as the servants are concerned and so one is left in dark about the
increase.  What are the duties of these servants ?

reasons for this big ]
Sir, Government have appointed a few Inspectors, and the reason given is that as

the economic position of the people has improved, and as they are in a position now to
pay their debts, 11“«'"—‘.1“5P"‘310!'S will help the Societies to realise their money from the
debtors. But hm.v l!llS_ can be done has not been explained.  Sir, what is the condi-
tion cof the rura} :50010“05 at present ? ‘The Central Co-operatve Banks are in a
moribund condition, rural CI‘CdIE has practically vanished, the Government in their

er to lend their support and got the Money Lenders’ Bill passed into

zeal were very Cager
]/af:f . the Dadans Bill has also been passed.  This is all very well.
]

[ hear a }u{mming noise nl'prn!_(-st from my hon. Friend the E\;] uktear General—

I mean Maulavi Abdw; Rabman, Sir. He was going to protest against my mention-
ing the Money Lenders’ Act. ‘ I am not against the passing of such Acts. I have no
objr:ctif)” if lh({}’ .takc gtll lpossﬂ;le stringent measures :1;;:'1:1:31 the money lenders but at
obj “ame time it is their duty .'mcl_I lml(_lly assert that Government should see that the
| :vators may gt loans at the time of their nceds on casy terms. We . should not
culti one side of the picture but we must look to all sides of the picture. It is high
lf’Ok t(;lat the Government should come out to help the cultivators at the time of their
tlﬂ’lz ; You are blocking their only door and at the same time you arc not opening
o shother new door for them where they can find loans. Sir, the rural credit is gone
Sorge he rural Societies are practically dead though we are hearing that the Govern-
A :’s intention &t present 1s to. rehabilitate this movemeni.  Sir, Government has
min-n.so many Y€ars to undc;"st‘and what should be the aim of this movement in this
1IZJa;'c::;.rirlcc. Sir, the fallil‘lr:;;)“ F’O‘{l;ltllmcnt to improve the working of the co-operative
banks in the provl;;ce ri’)vidcdy ii -‘;hdmcf'u] adlnin, H I remember aright, two years back
e of ruPceiNI:;n tlljlc ' e C] Budget for giving loan on casy terms to the
B feators, 0% B 8pent——tht 1¢ next year was placed before us we saw that
O e money (;ouas N iciaed Bor cudh ¢ reason—not explained. After that when the
t w ¢h a callous action they have altogether avoided to

p(jsition.

you w

vernment . ‘
Grc:)vidc an thﬁﬂg l;‘;‘i"‘l;:gsi‘;liﬁ%d.. Sir, so far as grant-in-aid is concerned, the
nt that has In the Budget is only Rs.9,000. If Government take

101 1 3 s, .
?}?ilsopepartmclnt g;)ﬂl]lf:ltlyl,fIé(})unk it is high time that they should get rid of this
Dcpai‘t‘ment a trorient a'nd shoultlemment want to keep this Department, they must
feed this Depart b FoieT not spend money for nothing. Tt is their moral

hat the Y spent from the Provincial Exchequer is properly utilised
3

duty ,tf SiicntxtiliSCd for the purpose f hich it is i Aed. and
ot or which it is intended and explained before thi
and thereby to the general public who pays the revenue to this Provinci th’nlst
3 <

{_ilr?lléscc”f demand.

The DE}E’ U;E gtlSPEAI.{ER :  The Motion moved :

“Iha ;r:tion at ]1;;;;/121;51 f‘of Rs.2,53,200 under Grant No.22, Major head
42,.._-(33;1%116 grant of Rs.2,53 20(6 ctlhe Budget be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the am‘ou;
lcgoﬂtl)fm s going to speak? © stand reduced by Rs.100.”

. e e o -
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*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE :  No, Sir, everybody has non co-operated.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister may give the reply. _
The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Siy....
*Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : We have got our Motions, Sir....

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : I was waiting for such a long time but no one came
forward to speak. The Hon’ble Minister may reply. °

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: The Co-operative Movement
in this Province, from the year 1929 had been running in a moribund condition
because of the fact that there was financial crisis due to the trade depression. The
former practice of financing the Rural Credit Societics was through the Provincial
Co-operative Banks which used to issue loans to the Central Banks and the Central
Banks issued loans to the Rural Credit Sccieties. But there came a time when
money invested in the Rural Credit Societies was blocked up and could not be recovered
by the Central Banks, and for that Guvcr‘nmcnt hg\d to take steps by taking up a
rehabilitating scheme which has been working now for the last two years, and I can
tell for the inforination of the hon. Members of the House that the result so far
achieved has been satisfactory. The matured deposits which were to be paid back,
could not be paid because of poor collection of the over-duc arrears. But now, so far
as my information goes, some of _thc Central Banks have been abl~ to pay back the
deposit liabilities to the extent of 40 per cent. : '

As regards the need of rural credit by the :'lg'l‘ICIllllll‘l.SfS, [ can tell the House that
so far as my knowledge goes, in two Central Banks, ziz., Mangaldai and Sibsagar,
money is lying locked up in the Central Banks because of no demand from the agri-
culturists. It may be due to the f'ﬂc_t of inflation and high price of agricultural
produce, probably, they do not require any monetary help now hjnm the Central
Banks or other financing agencies. I however there be any demand for starting Rura]
Credit Societies, certainly that question wlll_bc _ex;lmlncc.l and Government wil] try to
do as best as possible to help the agriculturists in tl_mt dn‘ccgl(-m. ‘

About the provision that has been referred to, i.e., provision of one lac of rupees
that was provided in the Budget sometime back and was withdrawn in the succeeding
vears, T have to say that some time after that, there was a proposal from the Provincial
Co-operative Bank that they would float debentures for fluid resources and that Goy-
crnment should give guarantee either for the principal or the interest or for both. At
that time when it was found that money that was advanced l_)y the Central Banks was
locked up in the Rural Credit Societies because of poor coll_c.ctlo_n due to trade depres-
sion, it was thought fit by Government to start the rehabilitation scheme which is ip
Operation for the last two years. » _

Sir, we have taken all steps to make the people realise the principle of co-opera- -
tion, and this is the essential point on which we should give so much stress. Now
a time has come when the principle of _co-operation has been better realised by
the public, because the war came as a blessing in disguise with all the disadvanty eY
and difficulties. Now, in the matter of food supply we have been able tq start m§r:
than 1,000 Co-operative Stores during the last 12 months nearly. In the month of
FEbruary alone the number of Co-operative Stores that have been established came
upto 209 and these Co-operative Stores have been able to check black-marketing which
has been so much discussed on the floor of th]S. Housg.to a great extent, and to l;clp o
the matter of equitable distributiqn an_d_ se]lm.g .thm.gs to the public at controlled
rates, at a time when this matter of equitable distribution and checking of black e
keting should receive so much attention of the Government. At the same time, we
have not been lacking in our efforts to improve the Co-operative Movement jp its cre-
dit side in the matter of realisation of the arrears of the dlf’fe_rent Societies and Banf;e-
to bring them to a better footing, so that the lost confidence in the Co-operatjye Ba 1:’
can be restored. Sir, we have been doing our level best, and as the 0-0pér n ’S
Movement will have to play a great part in the matter of Post-war l'econstruczg-t“e
certainly, all aspects of the co-operative problems in various directions willm];]é

*Speeches not corrected. R
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examined in the Post War-Reconstruction Committee’s mceetings.  There is a proposal
from the Central Government to hold a Conference of the diflerent provincial repre-
sentatives to this effect in Bombay. [T'hey will discuss matters threadbare there to
utilise the (jn—upt:rali\‘(: Movement to the best benefit of the people, which our Province
also is sure to share.

With these few words, 1 beg to resume my scat.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, before the Chair puts
the matter to the vote, I want to raise a point of order to clarify matters.

Sir, during the carly part ol the day, that is, before lunch the Hon’ble Speaker

used to call each of the Merabers by name no matter how their names stand on the
Order Papecr. The Hon’ble Speaker called them -mostly by names whether any of
these gentlemen wanted to speak on the Moaotions standing in their names, and I was
expecting this time also thau in this particular Motion, I would be asked by the
hon. Deputy Speaker by name whether 1 wanted to take part in this debate, as 1 have
a Motion in my name. In the past [ hav: been so treated by the hon. Deputy Speaker
that when I wanted to speak I found that instead of allowing me to speak be called the
names of some other Members and thus 1 had to sit down. [ had this sort ol experience
before. This time I was cxpecting that he would call the name ol Mr. Abdul
Bari Chaudhury whose name appears before me amd then I would be given a chance to
speak on the Motion, but all on a sudden he called the Hon’ble Minister for reply.
I then rose to speak but I was not allowed. My pointis whether the House shnu!d_
be guided according to the rulings or decisions which the Ilcm’l)l'c. Sp ‘ak.er n_lakcs n
the first part of the day or whether we should be guided by the decision which ls_mndc
by the hon. Deputy Speaker duving  the latter part of the day while he occupies the
Chalir.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA MNMAD f‘i.'\Al)U!_,LA : Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, before you reply to this point of order raised belore the _I-Inusc by my
hon. Friend, Mr. Abdur Rahman, I need hardly say that the House is to be guid-
ed by the Chair whoever m:(;upis:s it at the tmec. 11 Mr. Al)du_r Rahmadn dls 1.10t
get a chance on earlier demands fo speak, it was [or a reason that is, that today eing
the last day for moving DDemands for Grants, the guillotine shall l]fl_.\'C to h(i{ﬂpph(:d
by 4 O’clock. Therecfore, the Chair did not allow not only Maulavi Abdur Rahman
who is the Cthief Whip to speak, but no less a person lh‘"ln the [_Jcadcr.r of the Opposi-
tion was also denied the same facility., There are seven Cut Motions in the next Dc
Smnd, XL the timeis divided between these two grants the Demand for Co-operation
may be carried till 3-30. Thercfore, Sir, if you allow the debate to coutinuc on this grant
411 3-30 P.M., you can very well allow Mr. Abdur Rahman as well as aqother
.hon. Member who wants to speak on his Cut Motion, 5 minutes cach. If 5 minutes
be allowed to the Hon’ble Minister this will suflice.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: In view of what the Hon’ble Prime Minister has
said, I am very much obliged to him for the light he has thrown on the matter. But
after Mr. Mookerjee had finished, I called upon any hon. Member to take partin
any further discussion. It was after waiting for some time, that 1 had to call upon
the Hon’ble Minister to reply as nobody rose up. As Mr. Abdur Rahman has raised
this point of order after the Hon’ble Minister has given his reply, to my mind, it
appears that 1t would be not only irregular but out of order to allow him now to speak -
at this stage. Hon. Mr. Rahman also noticed yesterday how I had to disallow hon.
Mr. Chaudhuri, the Leader of the Opposition, to speak. In matters of such a serious
importance I found it my most painful duty to disallow Mr. Chaudhuri yesterday in
the same manner, and I am therefore forced to disallow hon. Mr. Rahman today.
As he has raised his point of order at a belated time, I do not feel inclined to allow
any further discussion on this point at this stage of the proceedings on that motion.

(After a pause.)

Does the hon. MC:‘:EI‘, Mr. Mookerjee, press his Motion ?
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Yes, Sir.

!
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The Deputy SPEAKER : The question is

““T'hat the total provision of Rs. 2,53,200 under Grant No.22, Major head—42 —_
Co-operation at page 123 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, i. e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs. 2,53,200 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.”

The question was negatived.

The Deputy SPEAKER : The question is :

““lhat a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,53,200 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending the 31st March 1945,
for the administration of the head ‘42.—Co-operation.’

: GRANT No. 25.
50—CirviL works—(EXCLUDING ESTABUSHMENT AND ToOOLS AND PLANT CHARGES.)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : There are as many as seven Cut Motions with respect
to Grant No. 25. Motion No. 7, standing in the name of Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed
1s very comprehensive and I call upon him to move his Cut Motion. ‘

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the total provision of Rs. 34,57,900 under Grant No. 25, Major head—>50.—Civil
Works at page 135 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, 7. e., the amount of the whole
grant of Rs. 34,57,900 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

The object of my Cut Motion is to draw the attention of the Government' to the
hopeless condition of the bridges and culverts on the North Trunk Road, particularly
in the district of Darrang. There are some bridges in the road which are constantly
found under repairs every year in winter with a sub-way for ordinary traffic. As
soon as rain sets in, or somctime after the rain sets in, allowing the ordinary traffic to
run over water by the sub-way for some days, the traflic is allowc_d to run over the
bridgcs, Again, as soon as the winter season arrives, the traflic 1is closc_d over the
bridges. The reason for this state of aflairs is this: that cne Executive Engineer comes :
and makes the width of the channel norrow and puts a bridge over it anC_1 _in
rains the current of water washes away approaches of the bridges and in addition
makes some more breaches over the road. ‘Then, another Executive Engineer comes
and fills up the breaches and keeps the bridges over the narrow span of the channel.
The result is that there is no end ol breaches over the road and there is no end of
repairs to the bridges. Sir, inefficiency is the surname of the Darrang Public
Works Department. This is due to the frequent change of the officers from
the district. So far as I know, within the course of two years as many as six Executive
Engineers and almost equal number of Subdivisional Officers at Mangaldai
came and went away on transfer.

Sir, as to the distribution of contract works, we have been crying in vain. All
the important contracts under the Public Works Department have gone to
outsiders. Although the local people submit their tenders the authorities concerned
find some fault with the locu tenders ard they are rejected. In this way all the
Important contracts have been given to outsiders.

With these observations, Sir, I commend my Motion for the acceptance of the
House.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved :

““That the total provision of Rs. 34,57,900 under Grant No. 25, Major head—50.
—Civil Works at page 135 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of
the whole grant of Rs. 34,57,900 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.” 1 .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I rise to support this Motion and I
shall deal with a few figures only. There is a Cut Motion No. 61 standing in my name
to the same effect where it has been stated that I have tabled that Motion to criticise
Government’s policy with regard to Public Works Department and Local-Self Govern-
ment Departments.

16. Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE to move :—

That the total provision of Rs. 34,57,900 under Grant No.25, Major head—50.—Civil Works

at page 135 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100. i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.34,57,900 do
stand reduced by Rs.100, e

av.
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Sir,.it will be seen in the Budget that the _cxpr:miimrf: is being gradually decreased
under this department. In 1940-41, a sum of Rs.45,18,000 was spent ; that is th
actual of that year. The actual of 1941-42 is Rs.43,22.000. In 19-12-43’ it came te
Rs.37,23,000. Last year there was some-improvement but again this \'car,' the Bud 3
estimate is 39 lakhs and some odd. ' %
Sir, il we go through only the main heads of expenditure under this department

we shall find that so far as the original works are concerned, the amount that has been
is less than the amount that will be spent even during the

provided in the Budget
current year. So far as the communication branch of the original work is concerned
3

Sir, you will find how rapidly this is being decreased.  Even in 1942-43, the amount

spent was Rs.5,15,096.  In the current year though the amount has been reduced
ou will find, Sir, that Rs.3,93,586, practically 4 laks, wil]

under the revised estimate, y
be spent but in L.’:u: next year’s Budget, with which we are dealing at present, the provi-
sion is Rs.1,50,000 only.
he repairs of the communication section is concerned, you will find, Sir
3

So far as t

that the provision here also is to some extent less than that of the current year
While all the Members arc crying on the floor of this Housc to improve the existin :
road condition, so as to maintain the roads in proper order, our popular (}uvcrnmentg
instead of increasing the armount, has decreased it though they themscelves admit tha;
the cost of labour and matcrials has greatly increased.  Why this negligence 2 Will
not the supporters of the present Government lodge their mild protest for this

callousness 7 .

Sir, so far as grants-in-aid to Municipalitics and Local Boards, for communication
is concerncd you will be surprised to note that even the actual of 1942-13 wag
Rs.4,78,453. iI'he revised estimate for 1943 44 is_; Rs.3,82,500.  But for the next year
they have decreased the amount. Why ? Is it because that all-round costs have
been increased many L1mes ? Curious indeed !

Sir, so far as the grant to the economic development of the rural areas is concerned
nd that for village roads the Government will spend Rs 14,000 for the Curl‘ﬂnt,
year which is going to be over by the 3lst March 1944, but for the

made provision of Rs.7,000 only.
yw seriously we are tackling and dealing with the communica-

you will fin
year, that 15 the
next year they have

Sir, these show hie

i roblem of our Provinze.

tion }I)n this connection I like to dra\_»v the attention of the hon. Members to one fact

which will be found at page 45 of .th(: Budget Memorandum. Under (b)) Communi.

cations il Jias been cxplanec. & dollows: '*ilhe decrcase of Rs.1,42,000 in the

T aue, 1o smalier expenditure for Tea Rates Works (Rs.56,000.) Thj
id from the general revenue of the Province but there is a Separat:

money is not pa ! 2 [
source for it. Our Government is unwilling even to spend this amount which does
not concern the general revenucs of this Province, Then, Sir, petrol tax projects
Government has said that Rs.2 lakhs, were sayed owing to projects either not Deing
ready [Jn pmeor the staff being employed on works of military importance.” So fa!;-
as the latter part is concerned, if really the officers are employed on military project
1 have got nothing to say because nobody will hcar me as war’s is the first clzjlims
but why the money was ta!{cn before the projects were ready ? It looks rather tarn'n,
hat moncy has been sanctioned for the projects which were not ready while on ;hg
other hand we very often hear that due to want of fund many ready projects could n ;
be takcn up.  Then, Sir, you will find in the last part of the same note that the ab %
mentioned amount has been partly counterbalanced by a larger expenditure on ; 05'.(:
nary roads Sucl)] as (please note carefully this explanation) the strengtheni fb e
on the North Bank, the improvement of North Trunk Road in the M Bl
division and the reconstruction of a number of ins : b l'l lfi angaldai sub-
v How these reconstructi 2. C inspection bungalows burnt by sabo-
tzmpmnications > T il oo un(c)llgrgt lndspect.lon bungalows can come under the head
enlighteﬁ me how t_he !‘CCODStI‘uCt.iO?]nOf tlilris-’ S“.f- I -hope the Hon’b.le Minist.e'r will
munication expenditure. This is the kind i’PCC“On bpngaloWs can be mc_Iudcd In com-
to say that 50 Toir a3 the Cornpaiteat of .expla_na.thn we receive. Sir, I am sorry
1on of this Province is concerned, I don’t know what

Central- Government is doi i - :
thie doing which is quite secret and private to us and specially
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to the people of the Surma Valley ; but so far as the Provincial Government is concern-
ed, if we keep aside the new projects we are entitled to say that they are callous
to maintain the existing roads in proper order. All the roads are being constantly
used by heavy traflic, the wear and tear are far far greater than before and instead of
spending much more money our Government is gradually decreasing the-amount. I
did not expect this apathy from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Public Works
Department who is always praised by me for his works.

Maulavi ABDUL BART CHAUDHURY : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the provision of Rs.1,50,000 under Grant No.25, Major head 50.—Civil Works,
Minor head-—A .—Original Works, Sub-head—(4) .—Communications (total), at page
135 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, ie., the amount of the whole grant of

Rs.34~,37,‘)()l) do stand reduced ‘]J_\’ Rs.100.
Sir, by this Motion I want toraise a discussion about failure of Government to

complete the Sylhet-Sunamganj Road.

You know, Sir, that the project was taken up in the year 1937. A sum of Rz.8 lacs
had been sanctioned from the Road Development Fund for' corstruction of the road.
But after two vears’ progress, the work was stopped all on a sudden. The Sylhet-
S}milmgnuj road is the only road connecting the town of Sunamganj with Sylhet.
Sir, a motor service runs from Sylhet to Sunamganj from the 15th of May to the 1st of
December and for the rest of the year Sunamganj is virtually cut off from Sylhet and
the rest of the civilised world. We don’t know why all on a sudden the work of this
very important road was stopped. Of course, the Government might say that due to war
conditions materials for the bridges c_ogld not be obtqmed but the urgency of this road
18 50 pressing that inspite of these difliculties materials should have been procured. I
was told on another occasion, Sir, that the work was stopped under the direction of the

Government of India. I think the Hon’ble Minister will enlighten the House on this

Particular point
N 0 T inis r i X i
In conclusion, Sir, I urge upon the Hon’ble Minister in-charge to see that imme-

iately the work of the road is undertaken and completed.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Motion movcc{: : s

“ That the provision of Rs.1,50,000 under Grant No.25, Major head—50.—Civil
Works, Minor head--A.—Original Works, Sub-head—(b).—Communications (total),
at page 134 of the Budget be reduced by R”s.IOO, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of
R53--3‘1',5?7,9()0 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Mr. Deﬂputy Speaker, Sir, T wish to
Criticise the (Government policy with regard to the Local Self-Governnent Department.,

Ir; there  were twenty I\IUI“J-!ClpaIItICS in this Province ; of thesc one has ap
official Chairman, one is being directly managed by the Government and the others are
in charge of non-official Chairmen. Now, Gauha_tl MlltllCipEtlit_V is being directly
Managed by the Government since 1‘)412.. \*\‘Ve l}ave 1n this House representatives hailipe
rom the different municipal towns of this P1 ovince ;md_because all of them come fror}—;
an area which is being managed by the pop-ofﬁ“ml bodies T would ask them to judge:
whether their Municipalities are less efliciently managed than the MUIliCipality of
Gauhati which is being directly managed by the Government.

ow, it is the first duty ol a Municipality to ensure the supply of googd
drinking water. Gauhati Municipality has not bee_n able to supply any good drinkine
water in the town. There has beena gﬁ?cml scarcity of water not only in ward No }’
for which I drew the attention of the Hon ble Mu.ustcr the'othcr day by an AdjOU‘l‘nmeg.t
Motion but also throughout the town. I can quite see, Sir, that for ]::_ctter attention of
the Military it js necessary that bulk of the water should go to t}_le M]l_ltary Departmcm_
But ever since August 1942, have Governmegt'glven any 5{_0” ol substitution to the ordi-
nary rate-payer? If Government had allotted any ey 1O the tube wells or ordinary
wells, the suffering of the people would have been_n:ut'lg.aled to some extent.

Then, it is another primary duty of the ‘I\qun'!C}};ahty to see that the latrines are
cleansed daily. Is this done in the town of(,aullcf_t;_. Not to speak of daily cleanipe
a regular instruction has been given by the iiUt}TPl_JU_eS that cleaning should be dor?é
once in three days but even that is not done. This is due to the fact that most of the



550 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 21sT MAR.

Of course the Military Depart-

sweepers have got to work in the Military camps also.
vork should be supplemented

.nent have their own sweepers but they want that their
by the sweepers of the Municipality.

Sir, another duty which I find every Municipality is performing is that roads are
swept, if not daily, but at regular interval. But this is not done now in the town of
Gauhati except in certain streets, and it can be said that the Gauhati Municipality has
almost abandoned this work. Roads arc not repaired and as a result they are full of
holes and are a menace to the pedestrians at night.  There is practically no supply of
electricity in the town ol Gaubati. Government have allowed the Electric Supply Com-
“connection from the private houses and to supply current to the Mili-
nt only and to those buildings which are utilised for essential  services.
are to pay their municipal tax although they do not get
and to those who protest and do not pay such tax
distress warrants are issued for realisation of this tax. Sir, I do not know why the tax
which is being utilised for war purposcs is not called a war tax. In that case, we would
have satisfaction that we arc contributing some moncy for war purpose in this shape.
But Government should not in that way deceive the rate-payers of Gauhati by realising
money f{rom them as municipal tax when the rate-payers are given no benefit from the
Municipality. So, I suggest that Government at lcast should order the Municipality
not to realise municipal tax or at least not to realise the tax for water and Jatrine.  Sir,
it is all very well to take care of the Military pceople. But does not  Government
realise that if epidemic breaks out in the town of Gauhati amongst the civil popula<
tion of want for good drinking water and on account ol the chlcct to take
sanitary measurcs, that will ultimately aflect the Military people as well ? Is there any
reason to suppose that the Military people are not affected by epidemic ? I say all
people suffer from cpidemic discases for want of good drinking water and proper clean-
ing of the latrine, ctc. The Government arc in their anxicty to be in the good books of
the Army Department giving tlu.;u' attention to  the J\fl_lhta.ry people only.  But they
should remember that if epidemic happens to break out it will touch all the people—

=t Military.
il O - Iz’UTY SPEAKER : T would like to call upon the Hon’ble

The DE : ; - ’ >
o sce that only the salient points that have been raised in the Cut Motions are

Minister t : y fad !
kindly touched 1n the course of his reply.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, I wi]l_ﬁrst of all begin to reply to what has been stated by my Friend
Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed. He has raised three points: first about the bridges on
the North Trunk Road. These bridges were damaged more than once by the floods in
1942 and later. So, temporary arrangements had to be made. For permanent con-
struction we took t_hc work in Deccember 1942, and in January 1943. But the con-
<truction of the b)ndges was greatly held up owing to our difficulty in getting timber
supply, a8 from {alashbatzl the contractors could not transport their timber because
¢they had a very ‘ow priority in transport. So, all the timber had to be carted from
Palashbari to th}f §(ljt?»0f t];\.Tesc bridges. That is why there was much delay in the com-

Jetion of tl_lllosc I\f.[le &(l-:)sérs thmtv Eh:c work h_as been taken up in right earnest and I can
assure the hon. hmh - _2}) this work will be completed by the end of April next.
The second pogn';)d_e. s r‘I‘“"—d is about the frequent transfers of the Executive Engi-
neers and the tu n};‘mona (-}H‘K_:Crs of the Central Assam Division. I admit that
these freqqent ransicrs are U.ﬂ ortunate and affect cfficiency of work in the Division.
But these transfers, I can assure him, were due to circumstances over which we had
no control.  Mr. Abdul Goffar who was in charge of that Division had t "

Jv 1942. Then hj g at Division had to go on leave
on 9th july en his place was taken by Mr. D. C. Datt ho 1 i
. loave on 9th July 1943 _ by - D. C. Datta who 1ad  again to
zo on le Y » and the present Execultive Engineer had to be transf

in the interest of Defence work to some other Division. Similarly, the fr g
fers of Public Works Department offi . n.  Similarly, the frequent trans-

: tond ko : ollicers are due to their going on leave. The third
point that my Friend has raised is that contract work i 1 i ' £

We had issued circular after circular that contractoxl;ro i{s _gentt!zraIIy)' ]gi_venwto kouts}ders.

hould be given to the natj o work in the Public Works Depart-
ment s g attve or domiciled of the Province, and we have deﬁn}ztely

pany to cut ofl
tary Departme
All the same the rate-payers
any service from the Municipality
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asked the Divisional Officers not to give any contract to outsiders. If this principle has
been departed from and if my Friend brings any specific case to my notice, I will
certainly make an enquiry into this.

My Friend Mr. Mookerjee has complained that the expenditure on this Depart-
ment has been decreasing in a way. There are several reasons for this. Our expendi-
ture on establishment has gone down on account of the fact that we are employing our
stafl on Defence work and are recovering the cost from the Central Government,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On a point of personal information, Sir,
this is a cost on establishment and cannot be shown under this Department. This has
been discussed long before. But this is ‘‘Excluding Establishment and Tools and
Plants™’,

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur. Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: The Central
Government, in order to retard inflationary tendency and to conserve constructional
resources for important Military projects, had directed us in their letter dated the 9th
January 1943, to restrict our activities. The Central Government decided that in res-
pect of Central Government work the Capital work programme should be curtailed as
far as possible, and the Provincial Government also were requested to apply this cri-
terion as a matter of urgency to all Capital work proposed to be undertaken by them,
and to defer taking such Capital work. So we are now taking inescapable works only.
This is why the expenditure from communication has gone down.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE:  What about “Repairs™, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Under “Repairs™,
Sir, there is difficulty of getting labour and materials _now. O_n “Buil'di.ngs” also we
had to curtail our programme on account of the difliculty in obtaining necessary
materials. :

So, these are the reasons why the expenditure has gone down not only on commu-

nications but also on buildings. |
As regards the question relating to Local Self-Government, my Hon’ble Colleague

the Minicter far al Self-Government will reply.

I\I/\Illg\]suil C(f)oI;cL ?cf H]S question of Sylhet-Sunamganj Road. The Sylhet-Sunamganj
Road has been divided for the purpose of work into three sections. Section A is from
Sylhet to Gobindganj—12 miles. I he work on this section has been completed and the
road has been opened. Section Bis l_'rom Gobx}ldgallj to Pagl:}—lﬁ 11’11.165 and Section
Chis from Pagla to Sunamganj--11 miles. Unlortunately Section B is not above the
normal flood level and Section C passes through a Vvery low lying country and gets sub-
merged during big floods and most part of it remains under water even during normal
floods. In Sections A and B the road was very narrow: so the road had to be
widened and there are many bamboo bridges in Section B. In framing the original
estimate they did not provide for any money for the construction of bridges. They
wanted to see how far after the earth \\:ork was done for two rainy seasons, they were
required to provide for water ways. jlhe wm:k was going on t-ill_ 1942, when the
Exccutive Engineer reported that there was great difficulty in obtaining gravel because
there was other Military works going on.  When the matter was reported, the Chief
Engineer asked him to slacken the work. Immediately after this a letter from the
Government of India was received and this work was considered as escapable. There.
fore the work has been stopped. The carth work has been completed and the gravels
that were collected have been laid. But the construction of bridges cannot be taken up
because steel is not available. Moreover the original estimate will be increased now
owing to the difficulty of getting labour and ?ther Paatenals. So we have decided not
to take up the work during the c}uratlon of the war. But thereis a post-war scheme
and we have included this road in the provincial high ways. 1 can assure the hon
Member that we realise the importance of this road because it leads to the subdivision
and we will take up this work imrnc.dlate]y_ after the war. .

Then there is another Cut Motion which is intended for urging upon the Goverp.
ment the necessity of attaching a separate gangvygy for the pedestrians to  the Keane
Bridge at Sylhet for saving them from motor accidents.  This fact was not known to i
before, but after the receipt of this Motion we 1‘nade an enquiry into the matter and we
have learnt to our regret that on account of very heavy Military traffic there have beep,
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as many as 12 accidents during the fast 12 months. Ol course, it is not possible to
PTOVid«' a separate gangway because there is the difficulty of obtaining  steel But there
is another alternative of posting traffic constables at midway or at cither ends of the
bridge so that the traffic may be regulated. We shall examine
is possible to place any refuges at separate intervals.

As regards other points Hon’ble Mr. Chakravarty w ill reply.

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CIHHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, my hon. Friend Mr. Abdual Bari Chaudhury must have been worried to see
as I find from his Cut Motion No.5*, that the current year’s grant to the Local Bodies
has been reduced by about Rs.4,753. This grant is made ira particular purpose i.e. for
the maintenance of certain Public Works Department  roads which are transferred to
the Local Boards. This year two of the roads have  been retransierred to  the Public
Works Department—one at Dhubri and the other at Sylhet, and therefore proportionate
amounts have been deducted from the total grant Res.2.815 in the case of Dhubri and
Rs.1,938 in the case of Sylhet.  So, when we sum up these amounts this makes up the
actual figure of the previous year.  Hence there is no reduction of the amount at all.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : We want that the grant should be

increased.
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Many of the
money as 1t is not possible for them to put

I.ocal Board Chairmen have pressed for more
up proper bridges and maintain the roads.  We are considering that matter and we are
trying in what way we can help the Local Boards. ‘This matter is under considera-
tion.
Then about the point raised by M. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri regarding insuffi-
cient water-supply in the Gauhati Municipality. He In(l\.'(‘l(l an Ad_]{.am'nmcnt Motlon
What I can further say is that

the other day and the Hon’ble Premicr replied to that. I he '
sa0n after that we called for a réport from the Deputy Commissioner giving him the

details of the complaints of my hon. Friend. Also we asked the Deputy Commissioner
to suggest what may be the possihl(: means nf_ improving the ssi'u_m.mn_. whether he
would suggest sinking of a few tube wells nf]d .thmgs ol that sort. This shows that we
have already taken action in the matter. So far as .llu- water ]n'r»blvn} at Gauhati is
concerned, T must say that due to the perpetual negligence ol the previous Boards thq
machinery there in the water works have become very weak. One is pg'a_ctmnlly out of
order and had to be sent for repair.  But thanks to the Military authorities, they have
given us two machincs which are now working. But even that is not suflicient to give
us plenty of water even though they are working for 24 hours .rt?guim‘ly. an is going to
be repaired very soon and as soon as it is fitted the situation will automatically 1mprove.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : [ take it that the hon. Members do not press their
Motions. .

The Motions were, by lcave of the House, withdrawn.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The question before the House is ¢

<¢That a sum not exceeding Rs.34,57,900 he granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending the 31st March 1945, for
the administration of the head “50.—Civil Works— (excluding Establishment and Tools

and Plant charges).”

this matter and see if it

The question was adopted.
Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 a. M., of the clock on Thursday, the 23rd

March 1944.
Shillong : ) A. K. BARUA,

I he 10th May 1944. Secretary, 1egislative Assembly, Assam.

"_“rl}\]/laul};;.vi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY to move :

at the provision of Rs.54,979 under Grant No.25, Maj 5 'ivi 7 i

- 3£ pre 4,97 " .25, Major head—50.— Civil Works, Minor 1 —

Eg a?g;lét: 113153(1)? tfi?z %Oufg;;?{;giggﬁis‘glilhol;ead——2._—Grnnts to Local Boards, Detailed hc'l:r(l)—l—“R]:sclSrr-

B ook by Rg.lﬂkﬁ. ed by Rs.100, i.e., t}}e amount of the whole grant of Rs.34,57,900
(Ta raise a discussion about the inadequacy of the grant.)






