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As:é:s b(;f the Fgllnéeenth Session of' the First Assam Legislative
mbly, assembled under the provisions of the Government of India
Act, 1935.
THE AssempLy met in the Asser ) shi
SSEMBL » Assembly Chamber, ! onu, at 2 ‘rid:
G2 YT y Chamber, Shillongz, at 2 p. m. on Friday, the
PRESENT
The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, S i hai ’
7 i > Mr. Basantz é as, Speaker, in the Chair, ten Hon’ble
Ministers and forty-cight Members. | ;

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Area under sugar-canc cultivation

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :
#60. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The arca under sugar-canc cultivation in Assam ?
(6) The steps taken to increase the production of gur in
Grow More Food (:;unl)ai’_.;“ in 1943-44 ?
The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA replicd:

60.(a)— 1'he arca under sugar-cane in Assam during the year

{[;')k—-'l'hc Department of Agriculture issu

connection with the

1943-11 is 45,100

acres.
ed 13,55,500 and over 20,00,000 setts,

19012-43 and 1943-44

of improved varieties of canc to cultivators during the years
respectively. It is proposed to distribute another 20,00,000 scus during the year
1944-45.

Government Ag‘ent for purchasing sced potatoes

Mr. BAIDYANA'I'H MOOKER]JEE asked:
*61. Will Government be pleased to state-—
The name of the Government Agent for pl,lrchnsing
(b) What is his commission per R e
(e} whether any TLiee has been fixed by Government ¢
(d) 1f so0, what If_i the l)rl(:c‘ P
(#) Lf ot who fixes the price at the time of purchase ?
\'ththe{’ payments of price are made direct by the Director o Al

(‘j) turc -

‘ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA replicd 1

The Hon ® = )
61 (a)__-Rzﬂ B“’-l’_"""(_h“' Jibanram Goenka.
¢ CcOMmIMIssion paid to Rai Bahadur is annas 4 per maund.

secd of potatoes ?

. Th 3 e :
Eﬁ)}——”NO‘ The price is fixed from time to time by the Director of Agriculture
basis of the prevailing market prices.
on theé - Docs not ari;c.
Ee))"rrhe hon. Member may be referred to the reply given to question 61(¢c).
\.,_-—YGS'
(f g ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Was any tender invited  before

E'?riJ.‘;tg the Govcrnmcnf Agent ?

Lo On,bllii;dMI;étfiﬁl;?ecEUM?R DUTTA : No, Sir. The firm being a reputed

- .h suPPLr seeds in the previous years was given the chance.

ne whicl S EHINT KUMAR CHAUD ) g ‘
gyriju e business in Shillong ? HURI: Arc not severa-] other reputed firms
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The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : This firm is the only reputed firm
which has got potato business in Shillong in an extensive scale.

Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Who gave that information to the
Hon’ble Minister that this is the only reputed firm which deals in potatoes ?

The Hon'ble Moo NABA KUMAR DUTTA :  According to our information this
is the only reputed firm in Shillong which suppl ed potatoes in previous years and that is
why the contract has been given to it 7

Srijut ROHINT KUMAR (Z_H.-\L'I)I [URI: My question was: who gave this
information to the Hon’ble Minister that this is the only firm which deals in  pota-
toes 7

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA :
is the only reputed firm. ) . ‘

Sl'i._iut l{( )l I] N[ I{L \I’\]"\ ('II\LI)}ILT l{l 3 \\ lli'll lS.I]lt' source Ut‘ [h;]l inuu‘n]a-
tion ? o e B o ;

The Hon'ble Mr. NABA l}l MAR DU’ l\ : When we first gave contract to this
firm, we made suflicient enquiry and 5“""“”‘“}.‘4 o lh_v mvestigations  that we made,
which.are confidential, we came to the conclusion that it would be safe for the Govern-
ment to give the contract to this lll‘m._ ~ _

Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURT:  Was not the opinion of
Commissioner, Khasi and Jninll:} I:h]ls, :;lkvn in Elus matter ?

The Hon'ble Mr. NABA K L‘_M.-\!\ l.)Ul I'A: T cannot say beyond what I have
alrecady said. We made confidential enquiry. '

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:  Was the enquiry made by the Hon’-

e Minister personally ? . .
i \'ll'litll;l-(l:,.ﬁ:l: "Mr, NABA KUMAR DUTTA: No, through our
heads.

According (o our information this

the Duputy

departmental
Money advanced to rice and paddy purchasing agents
Mr. BAIDYANA'TH MOOKER]JEL asked :

#62. Will Government be p]cnsc'd to state—

(a) The total amount advanced by the Gﬂ\-’ﬂ'ﬂl'l]ent to their rice ang paddy
purchasing agents during the year 1943 ? ),
(b) The total quantity of paddy purclmst,dpby them duving 1943 and the
average cost per maund paid to them : :
(¢) The total quantity of rice purchased by them during 1943 ;3,q the av
cost per maund paid to them ? average

; ; X Ps i . I»-; i .” . / / Ly, 1) Sf\a‘\l)LII L . .
[he Hon’ble Maulavi S 1131(1‘ Sir MU HAMMA LA replied -
61?: (:)IWAA csum of Rs. 1,93,86,800 was advanced to the Af-—fentls (ﬁn-i'nw e -
) - > rear
04.3. .
1943 (1,)&(c)~-0,42=284' maunds of paddy :md. 22,53,891 maunds of
average price of Rs. 10-1-0 and Rs. 18-14-0 respectively.

(Questions Nos. 63 and 64 standing in the name of Maulav
were not put and answered as the questioner was absent.)

rice at an

1 Mabarak Al M.p.aA.

Permission to Political Prisoners for appearing at the B.A, Examj
na jon

tBabu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :
*65. Will Government be pieased to state—
(a) Whether the following political prisoners have obtained 9. =
the Calcutta University to appear at the ensuing B, A Permission from

1. Naba Kumar Bhattacharyee, “Xamination—
9. Harinarain Dam,
3. Hridesh R. Das,
4, Lily Dutta ?
1This question was put by Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhwri on authorisation—— R -—
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(6) If so, whether Government has permitted  them to appean in the said
Examination ?
(c) If not, why not?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
65. (a)-—Government have received no intiteation to that eilect from the Univer-
sity.
(b) & !f)-—Gm'(:rntm:m after careful consideration have found it impractic-
able to arrange for sccurity prisoners to sit for University examinations.
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : What are the prac tical difficulties, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA MMAD SAADULILA @ Difliculties are
regarding accommodation, vigilance and scgregation.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKLER : I think, this matter was discussed the other day.
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: In that discussion the tlon'ble Premier

said that he would consider the matter. Is this the result of that final consideration in
this matter ?

Th~ Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILLA : The other day
a suggestion was made by Mr. jJaidyanath Mookerjee probably, il" the jail authorities
could not make arrangements in conformation ol the University requirements for lml(!-
ing the examination within the jail precinets. I said that 1 would enquire of the possibi-
lities of allowing them to attend normal examination centres under police  escort and I
have accordingly referred to district authority whether cuch arrancements could be
made.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: In view of the lact that the B. A.
Examination will commence from 22nd March next, will Government take imme-
diate steps to make some arrangements ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think, the Hon'ble Premier will reply to thisin
connection with question No.67.

Price of cloth other than Standard Cloth

Babu LALIT MOHON KAR asked:

*66. Will Government be pleased to state what measures they have ado[)ted to
bring down the price of cloth other than the standard cloth ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

66.—This Government is administering on behalf of the Central Government  the.
Cotton Cloth and Yarn (Control) Order, 1943, which is a de-hoarding, anti-hoarding
and price control measure aiming, firstly, at making old stocks available to the con-
sumer at cheap prices and, secondly, at ensuring a quick and continuous {low of future
supplics from_th(:_mal:lufacturer to the consumer at incruasingly reduced 13l‘iCCS' ich
these objects in view it provided for the exposure of all old stocks by the 3lst Augush
1943, and for their final disposal by the 31st October, 1943, the latter date heing
subsequently altered to the 31st December, 1943. Tt also provides for the final disposa
by retail sale of all future stocks within six months from the time when they are packe
by the mills. All stocks manufactured before August, 1943 (which are distinguishﬂblc
by the absence of a mark known as the “ Texmark **, with which cotton cloth an
yarn manufactured since are being stamped), found in the possession of dealers after
the 31st December, 1943, were scized and are now being gradually released after being
stamped with retail prices, 10 per cent. above the ex-mill prices, ascertainable from 2
price directory issued by the Central Government. These prices arc generally spcakiﬂg’
more than 100 per cent. lower than the peak attained about the middle of 1943
Time-barred stocks will similarly be dealt with in future so that as time passes, prices
will become lower and lower. Several orders under the Defence of India Rules haveé
been passed by this Government to supplement the provisions of the Central Order,
the most important of which is a‘licensing Order.
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¢ Student Political Prisoners
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :
£67. Will Government he pleased to state what arrangement they have made to
allow the student political prisoners to appear in their University Examinations ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

67 — Governmert carelully considered whether it is practicable to allow security
prisoners who are candidates for University examinations to take those examinations
in the jails. They found that there were insurmountable difliculties, particularly in
respect of accommodation and supervisory stall, in making such  an arrangement with
due regard to segregation and catisfaction to the University authorities.  While deciding
therefore that such examinations cannot be held, they issued directions that stationery
should be provided to candidates reading for the examinations, and books which thev
can provide from their own resources allowed to them, and every case of a candidate
is being carefully again reviewed to consider if he can be released with safety.

I can further add that in pursuance of this policy, T have alrcady released Miss
Lily Datta.

#Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Premier please
ha Kumar Battacharyee, Harinarain Dam and Hridesh R. Das

consider the case of N _ arinarair
le only for the purpose of sitting in the examination ?

and release them on paro
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Parole rules do not
, even temporarily, of political prisoners for the purpose of sitting in
wion. Therefore 1 have taken another suggestion into cousidex.,{tion
1 not be allowed to sit in nrflin;n‘y examination hall and attend ;llos
wscort. 1 have alrcady referred this to the Deputy Commissioner s
A RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI:  Will Miss Lily Datta b
allowed to come o the centre of examination ? =
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir ’T\‘[UIIAM’.\IAD SA!}DULLA; Yiex.
FBabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: When the Silchar Jail allowed the privi-
xamination. will the good oflices of the Hon'ble Prcmi_p bl
available to have these facilities for Sylhet examinces as well ? Sr, e

The Hon’bic Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  This time the
too have refused to make any arrangement, Y

pmvidc for release
University examin.
whether they coulc
places under police ¢

TBabu DAKSHIN
lege of sitting in the

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)

Scarcity of Cattle

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :
45. (a) Arc Government aware that cattle have become scarce in the )
((b) If so, will they be pleased to state the reasons for this scarcity I;r()vmcc ?
(¢) Isita fact that plough cattle are selling at a very high price 5
46. Are Government aware that cultivators are experiencing great A: ;
8§ great difficulties in

procuring good PlOUgh cattle ? - )
The Hon'ble M. NABA KUMAR DUTTA replied:

45. (q) & (b)—Government have no information of any gener .
out the P(rc))vinc(c )but'it is likely that there may be local diiﬁcﬁlties a%nszarmty throngh.
account of the falling off of the normal import of cattle from other provame Places on

(¢)—Yes, as in the case of all other commoditics. HGes.
46.— Government have no information that the cultivators in general ay
: € experienc

ing great difficulties in procuring plough cattle.

———— e — ——

) a tSpeech not corrected. e I
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Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: With stegard to question No.45 (a),
will Government please state whether the fact that an enormously lurge number of local
cattle has been sold to the Military for slaughter purposes has not affected the avail-
ability of cattle in the Province ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I have already replied that
there is no general scarcity in the Province ; there may be difficulties in some places.
One of the reasons for this scarcity is for using plough bullocks in carts for relieving

transport difficulties.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: My question was whether the fact
that there has been a large slaughter of local cattle had not affected the number of

plough cattle in the Province ?
The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Not in all places, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Are Government aware that thousands of cattle
are being purchased by the contractors for supplying to the Military ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Contractors are of course purchas-
ing cattle, but the Military are getting cattle from other provinces as well.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: It is stated in the reply @ “‘there
may be local difficulties in some places on account of the falling off of the normal
import of cattle from other provinces”. May I know what kind of cattle was actually
imported into this Province from outside ?  Was it not cart cattle and, only occasional-

ly, cows ? Do Government mean to say that plough cattle were imported into the
el

Province at any time :
The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : We have no information what kind

of cattle were importcd; plough cattle also might have been brought from other

provinces occasionally.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Can Government give us any idea
as to the number of such imported plough cattle ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: We have no information.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :  In view of his reply to question No. 45(c), may I
ask the Hon’ble Minister whether he contemplates to take any action for providing a
greater number of cattle for this Province, so that the price may come down ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : I don’t know what action the hon.

Member wants us to take. We have exhorted our people not to sell their cattle even at

high prices.

g 1{)/Iaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know whether he will take necessary steps
to import cattle from other provinccs, as he says the difliculty is on account of falling off
0?‘ thcpnormal import of cattle from other provinces ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
May I be pcrmitted to reply, Sir, because I am in possession of all the facts.

e xtromely right that the Ieader_s of the public represented in this House should
! with great anxiety the cattl_e position in the Province. I rom a very recent note
view i Woodford, ‘whlch was discussed in the Economic Advisory Board, we came to
e th‘at the Province has 69 I_akhs of cattle, out of which the Military up till now
i o urchased 6,000. (Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee : Direct ?) They purchase
T E their contractors. Unfortunately, according to Military regulations cattle
throug the years 3 and 9 are to be used for food purposes, whercas according to the
between . Woodford, _thosﬁ are the years of usefulness of cattle in this Province ; the
expert, life of our catt[.e is ta 6_1; at 13 years. So, we have decided, Sir, to approach
average iiment of India, anc_l through them the General Headquarters of the Army, to
the ?lovc_attlc over 9 Ycars, 1.5.., 10 years and abovc are Oﬂ.ly sold to Lhe Mililary for
see m Lr oses. In the meantime, We have put an embargo on the sale of all plough
can?g plldll’cmvS in pregnancy or in milk, Op an inspection of a dump of cattle owned
(]:;vttt l‘l:c Bi& Jitary, Mr. Woodford found that ¢he Military had been trying their level best
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but their hands are tied by
attle between

The rest

to co-operate with the Assam Government in this respect ;
the general direction from higher authorities that for meat purposes only €
the ages of 3 and 9 should be purchased. So, we have taken up the matter.
lies with the Government of India and the General Headquarters.

Maulavi- ABDUR RAHMAN: May I enquire whether their attention has been
drawn to the latest steps taken by the Bengal Government restricting the sale and '
destruction of cattle in that Province ? ‘ .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Other provinces
haVC.alsn tried to conserve their livestocks and Assam is not behind-hand of any other
province in this respect.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know what actually is the
present price of a pair of plough bullocks ?  Is it a fact that the price has gone up to
Rs.300 a pair ? .
~ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, Sir, I heard
1 certain ])Ia(:t‘s the I)ri('c of local p]nugh cattle 1s round about Rs.300, but the pricc of
a pair of imported stock from Bihar has gone up to Rs.800. -

Quantity of paddy and rice purchased by Government Agents

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

47. Will Government be pleased to lay a statement on the table showing—

(@) The quantity of paddy and rice purchagsed by the Govermment Agents
from the 1st of January 1944 up till now ?

(6) The rate at which they purchased them ?

(¢) The names of sellers with quantity purchased from each of them ?

48. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) Whether the Government purchasing agents have been purchasing rice at
the rate of Rs.16-12-0 per maund from the market at Srimangal ?

(6) Whether they are charging at the rate of Rs.20 per maund in their bills ?

(¢) If so, why so ?

(d) Whether they propose to stop any profiteering by these Agents ?

49. Do Government propose to _enforce upon the purchasing agents to publish
weekly and monthly accounts regarding their transaction in local newspapers mention-
ing the purchasing rates, the rates Ch“{'gﬂd on the bills and the sellicrps’ names with
quantity of rice and paddy purchased from each of them ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

47. (a)—Returns are submitted pcriodicnl]y,

L Uptodat i : .
available. = Figures for January 1944 are— P e figures are not therefore

Rice Paddy
3,11,028 maunds. 84,243 maunds,
b)—At rates varying from Rs.16 .
(&) rates varymg At rates vVarying from Rs.9 to Rs.11.

to Rs.20.

(¢)—Names of sellers are too many to be mentioned : :
separate accounts by the Agents showing the purchases » NOT 13 the mamtenanCC_Of
the extra labour involved. Om each seller worthwhile

48. (a)—No.
Eb)-——No.
¢)—Does not arise.
(d)—District officers have been instructed ¢, 1
Agents to preclude the chance of any profiteering. ‘¢ep an eyc over the Purchasing

49 ;-——Cciling prices have already been
not Propose to publish further details about
procurcment.

ublj ’
ppﬁ):mhed in the Gazette, Government do
Chages, etc., as it may defeat adequate
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Price of paddy and rice purchased by Government Agents

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked:
50. Will Government be pleased to state— _
(a) The price at which the Govermment Agents purchased paddy and rige in
the different subdivisions of the Surma Valley in December and
January last ?
() The quantity so purchased in each subdivision ?
(¢) Storage, transport or any other inciderital expenses borne by Government
in each subdivision on this account ?
(d) Commission paid or due in respect of those purchases? (‘l'o be shown sub-
division by subdivision.)
(¢) Market price of paddy and rice obtaining at the time of purchase in each
subdivision ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILLA replied :

50. (a)—The following are the rates -

e Sali Rice Sali Paddy Aus Riee Aus Paddy
Rs. a. p. Rs:. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p:
Hailakandi ... 17 4 0 912 0 6 8 0 9 0 0
to to
18 8 0 11 4 0
Silchar 17 4 0 9 10 0 16 4 6 ...
to to to
' 19 10 0 914 0 17 0 0
Karimganj ... 17 10 0 9 8 0 16 12 0 912 0
to to 1O to

19 4 0 11 0 0 17 4 0 10 8 0

———— Rice Paddy
Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p-
North Sylhet weo. 178 0to 21 0O O L
Sunamganj . 17T 4 0Oto 19 1 0 L
Habiganj - .. 19 0 0t 20 0 0 10 0 Oto 11 0 0
Maulvibazar ... ... 18 0 0to 19 8 0 9 8 O0Oto 10 8 0
(b)_ Rice Paddy
Mds. Mds.
Silchar 45,817 9.777
Hailakandi ... 5,500 22,800
Karimgan) ... 8,375 20,854
Habiganj 3,344 4,653
Maulavibazar ... 9,193 4,473
Sylhet 22,601 ...
Sunamganj .. 3,808 ...

98,638 62,557

e P
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(¢)—No incidental charges have yet been berne by the Government.
_ d)-—Commission is payable to the Agencies on the total purchases made
during a month in the entire area of operation, subdivisional figcure cannot therefore be
given.  Total Commission due to the two Syndicates is Rs.22,322 (approximately).

(¢ Market prices of rice and paddy  obtaining at the time of plll‘(‘.h:l..\‘.(‘ were
not the same throughout o subdivision and have varied considerably among different
areas according to .u'\'l'ﬂ'l])‘ll'll}' and other Lactors., ’ °

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: The answer to Question 50 (¢) is **No
incidental charees have vet been brone by the Government'™, ‘.\13)’ I know, Sir, is
there not any charge on account o storage, transport or any other incidental charges
and if so, who bears them ! ’ ol |

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: These charges
are borne by Government. i

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA:
incurred in this connection, Sir ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : As I have stated
Sir, that these charges have not yet been borne by Government because these stocks
have not vet been sold to anybody and as soon as these are sold these chargcé are put
in the bill, -

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Now, who is bearing” or advancing this
expenditure, Sir ! P 5

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sit MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  From the imprest
money that is with the agents. — .

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADI YA \_\‘“h regard fo Question No.50(e) Sir. Is
there no machinery ol Govermment 1o ascertain the price movement of the agricultural
produce of this Province ?

What was the amount of expenditure

The Hon’ble Maulavi  Saiyid bu MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, Sir, all 1
have replied is that the market price is not untform throughout the Province ; it wvaries
from place to place according to accessibility and  other factors.

Babu RABINDRA NJ\'l“H Al_"l YA - Is it not a fact, Sir, that for each subdivi-
sion the market price is puhlishcd in the Gazette ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The average
pricc is published in the Gazette, DI,

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADI FYA: Sir, i‘s the averave price below or above
the price at which the puruhasc is made on behalf of Government ?

The Hon’ble hlmlln\-'i. Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
the purchases made [rom Iebruary up ull now, Sir, the price is within the controlied
pricc.  Only there was one instance which was purchased in December which was over
the controlled price but Government has ordered never to go over the controlled Pricc‘

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Was it oyer market price, Sir ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sit MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  No. Sir

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA:  Did Government e v i
the Indian Tea Association made their purchage Sins nt enquire at what price

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMM :
had no reasons to enquire [rom the Indian Tea Associif}? SAADULLA: Government
as I know the Indian Tea Association \yag pernu'm the price they paid but so far
purchase within 5 miles of their gardf‘ns and the [y i.lntt?(.i by me to make l'oca.l
get it at a cheaper rate or would be willing to pay hi()']r n. le.a Association could either
~iild Yie leives, ‘ sher price because the haulage

Bat ATH ADITYA: Si . . . g

" RAB_INDR-A NA Mndian T A Sir, thepe will be substantial difference
petween the price paid by the Indianlea Associy; d tl ice paid by the G
ernment agencics. B L e e ki .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid  Siv MUHAN 5 by A
information and not secking information, Siy. MMAD SAADULLA: Thisis glleg

Regarding all
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Visit of Maulavi Imdadul Hoque, A. R. P. Officer, Dhubri, to Calcutta

Srijut PARAMANANDA DAS asked :
51. Will Government be pleased to state
(a) Whether 1t is a fact that Maulavi Immdadul
stationed at Dhubri, visited Calcutta on 30th
13th A]"(:l)ruury, 1944 ?
(b) Whether thesc visits were connected with public purposes ?
(¢) If so, what was the nature of the public purposes involved during
_cach of the visits and who assigned them
(d) If mnot, the nature of leave enjoyed by this officer on
and the name of the oflicer who allowed the leave

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
replied :

51. (a)—Yes. (b) & (c)-—He visited Calcutta on the 30th September, 1943 during
joining time .before actually taking over as A. R. P. Oflicer, Dhubri. The visit
to Calcutta on the 13th February, 1944 was on official duty as he was dcputcd
by the A.R. P. Controller, Dhubri to negotiate the |nu'(:l1:15t_: of an A. R. P, Car.

(d)—Does not arise,

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : May I know, Sir, whether the ne-
gotiation fell through ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: I
require notice, Sir. I have got no information.

Srijut ROHINF KUMAR CHAUDIHURI : Isitnota fact, Sir, that the purchase
»f Government car is generally made through the Transport Department 7

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI :

Yes, Sir, it is the case ; generally the purchase is made through the Provincial Motor

Transport Controller ?

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, what sort of a car was it that it
required the presence of an A. R. P. officer ? Isit a special car for A. R.P.ora
second-hand car ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
Government have no information, Sir.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: MayI know, Sir, who has got the
nformation when the Government bas not got the‘information ?

A The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
From the reply it will appear, Sir, that the Controller who is the Deputy Commission-¢
-r sent the A. R. P. Officer concerned to Calcutta in connection with the purchase o

2 car for A. R.P.  As the question required some information, we have furnished

that but further information has not been called for from the Controller.

Hoque, A. R. P. Officer
September, 1943 and

»
each occasion
to him ?

CHAUDHURI

Supply of toilet, etc., to Class I Security Prisoners (Political)

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:
52. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether, toilets and writing materials are supplied to Class I Security
Krlsoncrs (pOll.tICal)., in Jorhat Jail ?
(b) Wir?t}é(;;lhg;ejziif)?esald articles are supplied to Class I Security prisoners
(¢) If not, why not s
53. W‘ibth}c:vcmment be pleased to state—
a) ether tea in Sylhet Jail j. i b i i i
( }t]ica}.:) Rl géa;’q E:supphcd to Class I Security prisoners, {poli-
) Whether Tea in Jorhat Jail i i i i
(politicagl)) twice in adz}y » J Jail ig supplied to Class I Security prisoners,
(¢) If so, why is the difference of treatment between the two Jails ?

_—
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

52. (a)—In the case of all security prisoners who do not receive funds from
their families or friends, Government allow expenditure of Rs. 5 per mensem f{or
cach security prisoner to be spent upon such items. Stationery is also allowed
free for the purpose of study to those who are reading for examination.

(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Does not arise.

53. (a)& (b)—Hitherto the Superintendent of the Jail has been given discretion
in regard to the supply of tea, bread and butter to séeurity prisoners which js
provided as a concession, in paragraph 369 (1) of the Jail Manual for A and B
Division prisoners only. Recently at the instance of t]m. Deputy Inspector Gene-
ral of Prisons they have decided to make this concession a regular issye to all
security Prisoners who ask for it and Il."t‘\'(.‘ ii.“\'(‘d a (lchni‘tc Svu!c,

(¢)—Government arc not aware il the .\upm-mtmf(!(‘nt of the Jorhat jail is
making two issues, but will cenquire into the matter. The ryle provides for only
one daily issue.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR (_IH.-\UI)I-IL.TRI : h‘i_r, is the cn.quir‘\’ going to be made
with the purpose of stopping Lhc‘ sut_)p[)' of tea twice a day in Jorhat Jail ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA MV MAD SAADULLA . tis not with
that particular purpose.  Sir, I have .‘q;lid .[h;! the rule prn\‘iclt{s tor only gne dail
issue.  If for any specific reason, the hup::rmt‘::1(11'11},_Jnrh;lt Jail, thought it fit that
two 1ssues should be made and if Government is satisfied that  the teasons advanced
are sufficient, Government may continue the double issuc.

Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Are (xu't'_(frnmcnt aware that gp the
average the gentlemen of 'th(- ‘ class to \vhﬁmh the security pl |.\(;ncps b(.luug take a¢ least
4 or 5 cups a day. ( A voice I;-mp the I:,urups;%n h'(\-’}l_(‘.llu.:y .—l”t“., hear).” g instead of
giving one cup a day would not the .I~Im| ble Prime 11}‘1‘!1:\[01:. n.l plc;}scd to order ¥t
twice a day may be allowed in all Jails. My hon. Friends, the Plantersg also agree

uggestion. )
y t}";;i]é I%%?l"i)(i)c the SPEAKER : The hon. M(-ml?_cr 15 Lo put a question,
Srijut ROHINI KUL\;IIARICII‘{:\UD[-IURI: Siry,  will COVCI‘nmcnt e
s ration in Sylhet Jail : .
a”m""rtllxlccl-lgxr:}f)le Maulavi Saiyid Sir A-Iulfl.f.\_l\'ll\{.-'\l) SAADULLA : | am
report of the Superintendent, Jorhat Jail, Sir. N L.
Adjournment Motion s¢: sale of National Savings C_e"tlﬁcates

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I have rncm_\-cd notice of an AdJm“'lllllent Mot
Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri may move his Motion now. on,

Srijut ROHINI KUI\{IAR CHAUDHURl‘: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg
the House to move that this Housc do now adjourn o co Sld(fl‘ a definite m
urgent public importance ol recent occurrence, iz, m}ld}l_c !F:csm_re put e
ment for sale of National Savings Certificates through their officers iy, the TGXtile tj:)r;]-
parm%irét H'(')ri’ble the SPEAKER : Was not this matter discusseq in the H
other ‘.j.ay P % s Sir. | 4 .

Srijut ROHINT KUMAR GHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir, but T am going o ..

ecific instance of very recent occurrence, that is, a notice issued op the 14 I s a
P t. 1 amreading this notice, Sir. The notice was issued Ir_om the Price G . March
]?séauhati. It is dated 14-3-44. It was issued over the signature of (], okro Office
0 ctor; Gauhati, It reads thus:— ) ) t
pe “All dealers of Cotton Cloth and Yarn of Gauhati town are herelyy,
that they should take out their liceqses for Cotion Cloth and Ygru which arg:nfwmcd
‘sue [rom the Textile Office, Gauhati. Every dealer should pufcliyge Natiop Ie‘?dy‘ for
l(?’]ert:iﬁca.tcs from the Gauhati qut Office on the following scale an('l mugg rad Bavings
Savings Certificates to the Textile Officers before obtaining the hCense, Prodyce tha

1. Whole salers ...... Rs. 200 (two hundred) only,
2. Retail dealers....Rs. 50 (fifty) only.
3. Petty dealers...... Rs. 20 (Twenty) only.”

awailting the

vuse the
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Thus even the petty dealers
b g Cve calers are not also exempted,  They S - National
Savings Certificates of certain value. If thev ,.;“Im,,[ sroduce “,l]r:i: (.,.l:r[(i;'ii_“l'[‘ l\l‘:t;n\il
§ ) % 3 ] : cate ne
not !ic gti':mt(,d licence for the sale of cotton and yarn. This will adversely affect the
supply ol cotton and yarn. Unless the dealers agree to take National S wim"\ Certifi-
cate they cannot take license for the sale of cotton and varn The re e wi
be that public will not get cotton and yarn ' - i
B P lomble the SPEAKER: Is the
r i 5 4 4 . Slllf?]'l 4 .\ ' S8 5! . A
has rc?.'d from 15 a genuine document 7 o Kty e o e s B
i Srijut RO.T}II:JII KUM’AI.{ CHAUDHURI: I the Hon'ble  Prime Minister
oes not proceed adversely against the person who gave me this ice ‘ ; it
[ have got the original of this noti ; gave me this notice, 1 can show 22
I 240 - ginal of this notice with me but I do not want to disclose the name
because his license may be cancelled altogether o
= 3 - il e St e :
i af_:l:rai‘;" ‘{‘{3} Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUNMAMMAD SAADULLA: I can. 838
t e .b . 118 15 Cn““"ly ilf_fillllﬂt the ]JU“('\.' ol the Governinent to com yel )FOP!C
in this way. pett
ErlﬁUt I{O]‘H’EVIIK.UNTAR C!”\[,”)”['Rl - Does the Hon ble Premier
see the og{tﬂ;i'macgt [ can show him ])rfj‘.'itlctl he keeps it confidential,
Th (H!(’ ’lfiCur;cnt was I'l.al_'u;l:(l over to the Hon’ble Prime Minister.)
gt G? ron ?c I.’Ia.uljzwl Saiyid Sir .}ll.’ll.f\M.\I.—‘\l) SAADULLA: On behalf
Oﬂ" 2 ):\[/c}nmc'nt neec f)nl_}’ say that this must have been dene by some n\'(‘l'-ZC“l”“S
officer. 1s 1all sec that‘thls is atonce withdrawn and stopped. ‘
d irl‘]ut| RO-}HNI KE{ MAR CHAUDHURI: T have also heard that the ANauza-
ars .EIV::\T chn ‘lll'lsérl‘uqtc nf:t t(‘)‘takr'. rcw:'nur, from persons ol substance if they CI\"”‘“
e National Savings Certificates. Som-~thing must be done o stop Stlt‘.ll‘l’)l"ul(‘[icc'
some sort of orders must have been sent by Governmenld to this
issue such an order? [Inless he had
how can this idea occur to him

he

want to

produc
Some instructions Or
cffect ; otherwise how can the Textile Inspector

some instruction from his superiors or from Government

atall ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Prime Minister has given

rance that he would take steps in the matter.

The Hon Iizc Dr. MA}‘II:,NDRA I\’/}'l'” SAIKTA : May I bring to the notic€ of
the H?usc one fact m.thl's connection. .‘Somctimc back the amalgamation of the sale
of National Savings Certificates with the issue of licence for dealing with textile goods
was brc;]ughtil:]o m'{] nq‘;:cehy the Textile Inspector of Karimeanj. 1 ]);Ls:s'vd delinite
O}dffscgsgg 1; ;a,tqtdc‘)(vs (t);:ld noé'a{n:l]glamatc the sale of such certificates with the issue
of 11 ying down the con ition that in order to get a license they : 55CSS &
National Savings Certificates. e A o T S
T ‘-Slrl_}[u)t ROtHINf_-I I(}U-NFAR_ CHAUDHURI: The Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of

extile Depar ment admits that _Lh(:re is such an order and that instructions were jssucc
to Textile Officers to securc National Savings Certificate ’

3 - 7 BB “
The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SATKIA: ‘There was nothingof that
pature to the effect that they must posscss a National ~avings Certifi :0 l‘lmh Ouing a
When one such fact e 40 cate lor g¢ )
such fact was brought to my noticc from Karimganj, we took imme-

the assu-

license.
diate action as I have already stated ; and in thi i
. : . case the Hon’ble the Pri inis
has assured that orders will be passed not to lay ldi)wll;;(ﬂli({;‘l L{i::l:if:}::h( Pt DURESE
b ¥ al (s Bl i = ’
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Docs the Hon’ble Minister know that

textile and cotton dealers might have got orders from other ¢uarters ?

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NAT '
B e ATH SAIKIA: What does the hon. Member
Srijut ROH ]

2 assé}"ance thatnlr\llg I‘;IIJ_I\/IAR CHAUDHURI: If the Hon’ble Prime Minister gives
e e i iSS\:vd .1n1r11ed1gtely }nform the Textile Department  at G-ml‘mti “that
s feet ed irres,.cctive of the question of buying National Savings Certifi-
No one has been aﬂo}\ivg()l ‘:citilacllir:‘ \ilg;}c] MOtion' All these licens: s have rbc‘i”gsheld b
will suffer. ; so unless immediate action is taken public

—

—

V-" .
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The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 have already
U"dCrtakcn o, Tastie Birenlas o dil Deputy Commissioners not to use any form of com-
Pulsion and 1 will do so. But to allay the suspicion thatis lurking on the minds of
Some of the hon. Memiers, I can say this much that as an anti-inflationary measure
and as inculcating thrift in our people, Government of India started this National
Smal] Savings Scheme and cach province was given a target figure of subscriptions

according 1o its population.  Assam has also been given a target figure to which Assam
overnment should try to contribute towards the scheme. The Assam Government

on the basis of the population of different districts told the Deputy Commissioners
that it waq expected that the people within their jurisdictions would subscribe such an
amount, [; the same instruction, it was definitely laid down that there should
€ No compulsion whatsoever. 1f any Deputy L:‘-‘“l"li$-“i0“f‘l‘ 1_135" lf_ikt‘u any compul-
30ry action on his own initiative, it is beyond t.lle mstruction ol the Government.
eclare before the House that I will issue immediate circular order that such action
should not be taken or indirect pressure should not be put on the public. Under
Government of India orders, we have appointed a special officer with 3 assistants to
Carry on propaganda work in the country side for -I)uym:_'; I‘\mtlonal Savings Certificates.
If that department cannot produce the amount which the Government of India
rom this Goverument, it is not for the Deputy Gommissioners to
indirect actj sading to compulsion. S

B B T [INIAR CHAUDHURI: Wil the Hon'ble Prime Minister
wire to Gauhati for suspending such order and issue licenses irrespective of whether
National Savings Certificates are bought or not : I'hey are not
failure ‘oduce the certificate. )

'l’ht: l*ll):)(r)l&ll;lf:(‘-.\du“]‘l‘"i Saiyid Sir L\"[UH'-'\A‘I‘\I"‘\]') bA_—\l)l’JLLA: A telegram takes
more time now-a-days than a letter. I will see that an express letter js issued not
t‘)d"}l:)l:lthllf:::::ﬁ:‘?“;\; leave to move the Adjournment 1\'[1:(}1(;;3{1\';15 not pressed.

TEMENT : THE RESULT OF ELECTION OF MEMBERS
ANNUUNLLMLﬁ‘i—ll(ﬁ)ll’UBLIU ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE., 25,50

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: As a I'F"sull E}[' the clccﬁon to the P
Committee that was held the other day the following 7 hon.” Members h
to it under Rule 102 (2) of the Assembly Rules—

ittaker. ,

II\\/Ilflif\Sql\]\:I})l Maulavi Dewan Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhuri,
. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee.
Maulavi Abdur Rahman.
Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.
Srijut Dhirsing Deuri. _

avi Muhammad Amjad Ali.
e I DEMANDS FOR GRANTS.

GRANT No. 1. ]
4.—Taxes on Income other than Corporation Tax

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAU_TDH URI: On the recomm .
of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Slr"lto move that a sy, 4 ec_lldau.on
Rs. 41,400 be granted to defray the charges which W_l! c?me in _thF Course Xceeding
during the year ending the 3lIst March, 1945, {?1 the admlmstration of Payment
¢¢4.—Taxes on Income other than Corporation T'ax. t

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved:_

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 41,400 be granted to defray the chay

i f payment during the year ending the 31g¢ orges which wi
come in the course ol pay g b e 1) Malch 194 will
administration of the head ‘4.—Taxes on Income other than C‘Orpm‘atign’T ,5,’ ,for the

We have got a number of Demands to dispose ol today ; ut we i
20 minutes from the Question hour ; thus we shall get one hgyy 20 1
disposal of these Demands. Having regard to the numerous Cu INutes
would request the hon. Members not to devote more than 2 g :
each Cut Motion.

expected
take any direct or

getting licenses for

ublic Accounts
ave been clected

NN WN e
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3 Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I beg to move that the total provision
of Rs.41,387 under Grant No. 1, Major head -4.- - Taxes on !ncome other than
Corporation Tax, Minor head—Collection of Taxes on Agricultural Income (total), at
page 25 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, 4. ., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.41,400 do stand reduced by Rs.100. '

Sir, I have taken this particular opportunity to criticise Government for not
having any office of the department at Sylhet. Last vear [ also tried to convince
the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of the necessity of  having an  office of the
Agricultural Income-Tax Department at Sylhet. This vyear, Sir, when the
Agricultural Income-Tax Officer went to Svlhet he was able 1o secure, some how or
other, one seat in the Dak Bungalow. His room was a two-scated one and  the other
seat was occupied by somebody else. We the assessecs had to appear before him in
his bed room with our officers while that room was occupicd by some other gentleman ;
there were other assessecs who were waiting just outside the room with their papers
and officers. The position can better be imagined than described.  Everybody has
got his own privacy and secrecy, but we were compelled to discuss matters, we were
compelled to show our papers before others most reluctantly, as we were left with no
other alternative but to do so.

I would request the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge to see that in future these sort of
things do not occur. With these words, Sir, | commend my Motion for the acceptance
of the House. :

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, if I have under-
stood Mr. Mookerjee correctly, he does not want permanent establishment of an office
at Sylhet. He only wants that when the Officer goes out on tour for inspection,
sufficient accommodation should be provided for the Officer and those people who
go to see him. I think Mr. Mookerjce is aware of the difficulties that we have been
experiencing in obtaining accommodation at Sylhet. Still, Sir, I can assure him that
we shall try to secure better accommodation in future than it has been possible to do
in this year.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: (The Mover expressed his desire  not to press
the Motion.) Has the hon. Member lcave of the House to withdraw his Motion ?

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : I beg to move
that the total provision of Rs.41,387 under Grant No. 1, Major head—4.— Taxes on
Income other than Corporation Tax, Minor head— Collection of Taxes on Agricul-
tural Income (total), at page 25 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, 2. e., the amount
of the whele grant of Rs.41,400 do stand reduced by Rs. 100,

Sir, Assam receives a share of income-tax from the Central Government, but S0
far as excise duty levied by the Central Government on tea and tobacco in this
Province is concerned, we do not get any share. By this Cut Motion I simply like to
urge upon the Hon’ble Minister to press the Central Government vehemently so that
we may get our proper share of the excise duty levied on tea and tobacco.

With these words, Sir, T commend my Motion to the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved :

“I'hat the total provision of Rs.41,387 under Grant No. 1, Major head—4.—
Taxes on Income other than Corporation Tax, Minor head—Collection of ‘Taxes
on Agricultural Income (total), at page 25 ol the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, 1. €.,
the amount of ,the whole grant of Rs.41,400 do stand reduced by Rs. 1007,

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Maulavi Magbul
Hussain has raised the general question of the contribution that we should get from
the .Central Government and as 1 said in my Budget Speech, we have heen
making every endeavour to get more financial assistance [rom the Central Government
than what we have beer getting and T can assure him that we shall continue to press
chtCentrﬁl Governmerit to get greater share than what we have been receiving in the
pact :

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.,
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKLER : The question is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 41,400 be granted to defray the charges which will
come in the course of pavment during  the year ending the 31st March, 1945, for the
administration of the head “4.— Taxes on Income other than Corporation Tax’.”

The question is carried.

GRANT No. 26
Tools and Plant and Establishment charges of the Public Works Department

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: On the recom-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 4,10,400 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course
of payment during the vear ending the 3Ist March 1945, Jor the administration of
the Public Works Department (Establishment and Tools and Plant).

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER :  Motion moved :

“That a sum not ecxceeding Rs.4,10,400 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending the 31st March
1945, for the administration of the Public Works Department  (Establishment and
Tools and Plant).”

There are some Cuc  Motions tabled.  Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mahmud Ali to

move Cut Motion No. 1¥.

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Grant No. 26
deals with Establishment of’ LTools and Plant unl}:. ‘

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I find that this Gut Motion is clearly out of order.

Of course I have often told the hon. AMembers that simply because a Cut Motion
is put in the list, it should not be ;_ms_m‘n.cd that we have fm_md it in 01'dcr._ It there is
any objection with regard to admissibility of any Gut Motion I shall decide it on the

- of the House. g,
gl Mr. BAIDYANA'TH MOOKERJEE:  Sir, I beg to move .tlm.t_ the total provision
of Rs. 4,10,400 under Grant No. 26, Major h“‘}d '“IB.B“.' "I\Tril\'lgatlon, Embankn}ents
and Drainage Works, 39. - Public Health and ;;;_0.1—‘0.11\'111‘\\?1“.1{5 at page 137 of the
Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, z.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 4,10,400 do
stand reduced by Rs. 100. ) ol . )

1 have tabled this Cut Motion to criticise the Government with regard to Public
Works Departiment’s  tools and plant. It will be seen at page 46 of the Budget
Memorandum where it has been _cxplmm‘d that: .

««Under tools and plant the increase both in the revised and the Budget is due
to larger expenditure on tools and plant x'cquu'r:‘d mainly 1n .cpnnecuon with Defence

rojects. Owing to the tt'cmcncllo_us amount of wear a_n(l tear in the Present stock of
tools and plant under the conchll_ons 1HOW nbtummg,_ ltdhb]s. bcqomc necessary to pro-
vide for every large rcplm‘t‘ll]c’l’“’ in the Budget year and fox this purpose a provision
of Trs. 10,20 has been made. i e

Sir, my point is that the general public also shoul crive some benefit out of

this. Government should not devote their entire energy anfl a.ll‘ available mox

urchase machineriecs only for the purpose ol war ]‘)r()].ccts. They should a1
that the Trunk Roads and other main roads are kept in gqo_d gl‘der. We always hear
i due to want of rollers, caterpillars zmc‘l things of the ltl\p, the roads could not be

aintained and kept in good condition. So, Sir, my point in moving this Cut Motion
?rltllat Government should assure us that along with the war projects other
by ds also would be kept in order and some portion of the machineries w
ro;l (hat purpose. With thesc words, Sir, I commend my Motion {or
g} ¢he House.

ey to
SO see

important
ould be used
the acceptance

#1. Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALT to move :_1\1 jor head

That the provision ot Rs. 1,42,006 under Grant No. 26, Major hea —18B.—Navigay;
ats and Drainage Works, 39.—Public Health and 50.—Civil Works, Minor he‘!’i‘aﬂt‘:\n’ lE){“ba‘_‘k"
rges (total), at page 136 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 2, iwe., the amount of the whole grans of
ch 4,10,400 do stand reduced by Rs. 2. in Py - o

s To criticise Government for their failure to take up more works in “connectiop with embankment
pd drainage, etc.)

me
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved :
i ¢¢That the total provision of Rs. 4,10,400 under Grant No
—Navigation, Embankments and Drainage Works, 39.- -f"ll]-nlit’- Health 5 ivi
: . : 5, o9, : alth and 50.—GCivil
Works at page 137 of the Bllflg(:[ be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount ol ('IN.', whole
grant of Rs. 4,10,400 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.”’
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :  Sir, 1 think, I can

Members that these tools and  plant will be used for keeping the roads
benefit.  So far

26, Major head—18B.

agsure the hon. bers |
in a high standard of efficiency whereby the public will derive large

as our communication 18 concerned, I think, >ir, the war has been a blessing to us
because many of the roads have already been improved and there is still hope fo:"
SproVINg SOTNE F 00 So, I can give the hon. Members this much assurance that
within the limit of our budgetary provision we will do our best to utilise these tools
and plant for the benefit of the public.

M- BAIDYANA'[I[-.I ‘\’I.UUKEI.{JI‘;]‘Z: Sir, in this connection, just for an
iy dy f ELgee of the Hon’ble Minister whether he had tlléubmb'lLlﬂitY to

owgong during the last two months, and also how he found the
Has he got any

informatio 1
go cven up to N : .
conditions of the road from Sylhet to Silchar and e binars aide ?
experience of these roads, Sir ? '

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi
both these places, to Cachar and also to Nowgong. Of course the
very good condition but they are fair now.

Mr. BAIDYANA H MOOKERJELE : They arc not in a very good condition but
arc they 11 g

The Hon
opinionf,1 Sir- i
.- very heavy now. _ ‘
is very P SYANATH MOOKERJEE : 1 have got the answer, Sir.
of thc HouSc to Withdraw'r m)’ Motion.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave of the House to

. ‘e« Motion ?
hdraw his Mo ! )
i e Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Srijut _ROHINI K.L.J.MAR. CHAUDHURI :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, [ beg to move:
That the total provision of Rs. 4,10,400 under Grant No. 26, Major head—18B.—
Navigation, Em];ankf{nﬁrlt% ?leld {)rau:]agc Works, 39.—Public Health and 50.—Civil
soe 137 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, z.e., the an t of the whole
Works atRI; & 10,400 do stand reduced by RS.YI()O. ’ ’ ERE bl

SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I have been to
roads are not in a

ood condition ?
shle Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : That is a matter of
the traffic

I may say that the roads are not in a rood condition because

1 beg leave

4
nt Of « 2 . %
gra Most of the hon. Members of this House know that there was a Public Works
tea room at Nongpoh and my experience of travel in this line enables me

; t
epartmen . : ;
ll:?) sP,)cc this Pubhc.WOrkS Department tca room at Nongpoh for more than the last twenty
Side by side therc was a private restaurant which is still there and even these
y sufficient to cope with the neceds of the travelling public.

ants were hardl
or four months ago this building which belonged to the Public Works

nt an_d _in which there was a tea room the lessee of which was selected by the
Duputy ox:rlmlSSIiﬂCf")gf thtc Khasi ..and Jaintia Hills, was handed over to the Military
the Public Works P}_?f e with the result that the tea room had to be removed
y of tea altogether stopped.  In this Public Works Department tea room there
ctiring rooms-—one for ladies and the other for gentlemen. With the closing
room which is now beu_xg reserved for the British troops, Indian ladies
dicularly suffer a great inconvenience. They do not find any place to retire and they
g:i'c to 2O all %}ic;’lgiz R‘/Iﬂiﬁb'l:zourhood to find out a suitable place. 1 have drawn the
attcntri,O of Ei?;eclos.c;ng of this 1:::21“1'33;{1 S AL it Howwe wese =], JeeoastiiEnsecig
ou
acc In the otth; tlecaahoalézznnitf.lrallfz preference is given mostly to Buropean passengers
i EuI‘OPean ?Y rep iy gllls whereas Indian passengers find it difficult to have seats
2 urther ]I;;l'?tisil lrga a.t 1}0ugh the Pul.)lic. Works Department’s tea room has been
Gis £ Ol'dil:fi;rtynlalfcﬂgr: private restaurant 1s mostly occupied by the
passengers {ind difficulty to get any seat there.

Of thc tea

there. for the

rcSCI‘VC
British office™™’
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‘V!l(:ll [ say, Sir, is t!l‘w il '."‘“”Y there was a necessity to hand over this building to the
M'.'”‘“Y and to sacrifice the interest of the ordinary ]’l;l)liki‘ the Government should have
built ;u‘mllu-r l!uu:;t‘ or -"-.ll"d, whatever it is called, or a semi-permanent house for the
Convcmcncu'ut the Indian passengers just as in the same place near the Public Works
Department’s tea room they li_il\'l‘ built another tea house for the Indian troops. They
could have long ago built another tea house for Indian passengers, but I
hopc Government  will even now remove this public grievance as early as
possible. 2

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Motion moved :

“I'hat the total provision of Rs. 4,10,400 under Grant No. 26, Major head—18B.—
Navigation, liml);mk_mcnts and Drainage Works, 39.-—pPublic Health-:and 50 = @ivil
Works at page 137 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, ie., the amount of the whole
grant of Rs. 4,10,400 do stand reduced by Rs. 1007, :

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ‘.\I.ll_llgl\'i SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Mr., Speaker, Sir,
this tea house belongs to the Public Works Department. But for a long time past, Public
Works Department (l"l"-’“'“md.[h“ powers of leasing it out, to the Dt‘-lilut}' Commissioner,
Khasi and .juinti;.t Hills. Betore [h:; expiry ol the lease it was requisitioned by the
Deputy Commissioner on the d4th of October last. Of course this fact was reported to the
Public Works Department later on. It was said  that this tea house was requisitioned
by the Military for Military exigencies.  The Deputy Comumissioner thought that no
inconvenience should be caused to the public because there was another private tea
house there. Of course up till now Government had no information that much
inconvenience has been caused to the public by the 1‘vquisitiuniug of this tea house.......

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I question that, Sir, because I
personally drew  the attention ol the Hon’ble Minister about a week ago that much
inconvenience has been caused to the public.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: As 1 said, Sir, the
tea house was taken on the 4th of October and during the last session, nobody in this
House brought this to the notice of the Government, It is a fact that only some days
ago the hon. Mover brought it to my notice at Nongpoh and now it has been seriously
brought to the notice ol the House.  We shall look into this question and see if anything
can be done to remove this grievance ol the public.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. Mover press his Motion ?

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CIHA Ul)l—IURIE in view ol the assurance given by the
Hon’ble Minister 1 beg leave of the House to withdraw my Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : ias the hon. Mover leave of the House to withdraw
his Motion ? ) ‘

The Motion stands withdrawn with the leave of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The question is:

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,10,400 be granted to deiray the charges which will
come in the course of payment during the year cnghng ‘the 31st March 1945, for the
administration of the Public Works Department  (Establishment and Tools and Plant).

T'he question is carried.

GRANT Ne. 7
12.—Charges on Account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act)

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : On the recoms-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor 01.“ Assam, 1 beg, Sir, to move that a sy
not exceeding Rs. 2,87,200 be granted to dc!ray the charges which will Eorasti this
course of payment  during the year nding  the 3lst March, 19 15, for the
idr:nmstratlon of the head—12.—Charges on account of Motor Vchicles Taxation

ct.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved :
. “T'hat a sum  not excce.ding R512,87,.2.{UU- Vhe _{tantcd to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending the 31 Mreh
or the administration of the head-—-12.—Charges on account of Motor Cv’ 1945,
: »s . Vehicles
Taxation Act’’.
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Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, I beg to move that the provision
of R.s.38,:_544 glldcr Grant No. 7, Major head —12.—Charges on account of Motor
Vehicles .Faxatmn Act, Minor head —A.-—Charges for collection Sub-head-—1.—Pay
of Establishinent (total), at page 42 of the Budget be reduced by Rs 100, ¢ ., the
amount of the whole grant ‘fr Rs.2,87,200 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

T'he Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, 1936 has taken the place of the enact-

ments which empowered the Local Bodies to tax motor vehicles and the compensation
which was payable to the Local Bodies for the loss of their income  has been provided
uPder this head. The surplus of the reccipt over compensation also 1s partly
disbursed amongst the Local Bodies and partly for the improvement of the provincial
roads. But, 5_1'“: for the last two years we have noticed that the distribution has
been most arbitrary and even some of the Local Boards were not paid at all.  We all
know of the desperate naturc of the Local Bodies’ finances all over Assam. Wedo
hope, Sir, that there would be an equitable and regular distribution of this grant to
the Local Boards. With these words, I commend my Motion for the acceptance of the
House.
The Hon’ble the Sl.’EAKL‘;R: Motion moved : That the provision of Rs.38,544
under Grant No. 7, Major head—12.-—Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation
Act, Minor head—A -—Charges for collection, Sub-head —1.-—Pay of Iistablishment
(total) at page 42 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, 1. e., the amount of the whole
grant of Rs.2,87,200 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I find that Motion No. 4 is also the same to raise
4 discussion in regard to the Local Bodies.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Sir, I do
not like to move my Motion* to raise the same discussion.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Mr. Speaker,
Sir, Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury is correct in saying that the powers under which
the Local Bodies could tax motor vehicles have been taken away by the Assam Motor
Vehicles Taxation Act of 1936. In order to compensate the Local Bodies for the
loss they sustained thereby, in 1936 Act it was provided that out of the net proceeds,
after deducting the cost of collection, Local Bodies should get their revenue from
hicles taxation as in the year 1935-36 and that this distribution should be

in about 1942, and it was also provided that if there woulc
al Bodies
I am

i. ¢,
motor ve

revised after 5 years, £ s .
be any surplus, that surplus should be divided to the extent of 2/3rds to the Loc

and the balance of 1/3rd would be utilised for improving the provincial roads.
surprised to hear that my Friend alleges that the distribution is arbitrary. It cannot be
so under the very Act itself, because .the Local Bodies have to get the amount which
they realised as taxes from motor vehicles in the year 1935-36; it is only regarding
the balance that my Friend could say anything. As regards that we ask both
Local Bodies as well as the Commissioner to make suggestions how proper allocation

The Commissioner of Divisions forwards the schemes of Local

is to be made. 1 . : -
Bodics to Governrr.]cn't "-V}th .hls recommendation. It is after this has been thoroughly
tinized that distribution is made.

Now, as regards thc amount which is to be spent on provincial roads, the Chief
Engineer makes his recommendation. The amount of the surplus is always paid
after onec year of the receipt, to the Local .Bodics and that is necessitated by the fact
that we g¢ct recommendations from the different officers and the Local Bodies about
the allocation of the surplus alter a certain period of tune. At the present moment
Sir, we have not received the Commissioner’s recommendation for disposal of the

scru

%4, Maulavi M_UHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSATN CHAUDURY to move:

That the provision of Rs.38,544 under Grant No. 7, Major head—| 2.—Charges on account of Motor
v/ehicles Taxation Act, Minor head—A.,— Charges for Collection, Sub-head--1.—Pay L f Establishment
(total) at pase d reduced by Rs.10
RS.2,879200. d() Sta{l 1 1 Y il 3 F

\To raise 2 discussion about the allocation of funds to the Local Bodies from the Motor Vehicles
Taxation £unc:

42 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, i. e., the amount of the whole grant of

[
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surplus so the Local Bodies, whereas the Public Works Department  has already
recommended that their share should be spent in improving the Municipal roads
which had been badly cut by the heavy Military traflic.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY :  Sir, 1 may inform the Hon'ble Premier
that the Su“;ung;u[j lLocal Board did not get (ll))’tllill}," in this respect even as
regards the main distribution, a

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - My Friend is
perfectlv correct. 1T believe this matter was l‘flih‘(‘(l last year, and I informed the
House that the basic portion or basic share of this taxation is to be divided according
to the income of the Local Bodies in the year 1935-36.  ‘The hon. Members know that’
Sunamganj Subdivision had in that year or year previous to that no motorable roads.
Thercfore, there was very little or  hardly any motor vehicle ever plied in
and so they had no income from motor vehicles and did not
thisallocation. I promiscd Maulavi .-\I)(_lul Barni (:h:mdhury that I would look into the
matter at the time of the disposal of the surplus.  This time the surplus is only
Rs.33,000 and the Commissioner has made  so many recommendations that I cannot
meet these demands according to ‘hf{ claim of the LOt_‘ill Boards. In order to give some-
thing to Sunamganj I will have to withdraw pro-rata from the other I.ocal Bodies, from
their funds. If that surplus has l)cc_n big, l would have entrenched u
of other Local Bodies and give 5“‘“}“11“‘11!{ to -\}11_“1“;1.‘-1'““.i- It is for this
could not give effect to the hopes that T gave him last year,

* ]dMunL:[:\'i ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : I beg leave of the House to withdraw

g 31‘11?:5“1”[1(')“'})11- the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. Member h
i S - Motion.

) “1'}1.'1:(1?1 l\\;nti:in\\?i} by leave of the House, withdrawn. o !

Mr. R. A. PALMER : T beg to move that the provision of Rs.38,544 under
Grant No.7, Major head —12.- (,.h:u‘.‘-’,l'_S_Ull 51(‘.1(,()111‘].1 of Mnm)l‘ Ve‘hicles Taxation Act,
Minor head-—A.— Charges for cull('(‘.%lﬂll, 5;61-]‘1(adg---1.~—1 ay of ‘lustablishment (total)
at page 42 of the Budget be reduced hymRs.ll » 1 ¢., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.2,87,200 do stand r'vdut_‘.ed_by I{_s.}( il - ) '

I wish to bring to the notice of Government a very real difficulty which is being
experienced by owners of motor vehicles uwmft;‘ u;, (?vmln;ppmg of the present arrange-
ments for supply of spare parts under the Spare Parts  Control Order and petrol ratigns
under the Petrol Control Order. : gl e

It is probably wc_ll-knmvn. that to obtain s!)al'e parts 1L1s necessary to have the
registration certificate of the vehicle endorsed by the lm\”fmml, Motor  Transport
Controller stating that _lhc vehicle is essential and  the registration certificate thus
endorsed must be sent with the order for spare parts, to be _endorsed by the supplier
and thé names 0!‘ all spare parts supplied enjtered OH)lt. Unf‘ortunately the same
registration certificate 1s also required to be sent to, the Petrol Rationing authorities
in_order to obtain basic petrol rations and again in order to obtain Supplﬁmemary

ations. 2
PCtroIlt ::illl be readily seen that it often occurs that when petrol coupons are needed the
certificate is away to obtain spare parts and when a spare part is needed it s away to
obtain petrol coupons. This isa frequent occurrence under present conditiong of delay
and difliculties in communications especially as so often happens, the certificate has
to be sent to Calcutta or even to .Borpbay.

s of GNATEHEOTE th]s dl.lﬁculty, I would suggest that the licen
ties should issue a duplicate registration certificate on payment, and th,
ficate should be used for petrol coupons and the other for spare Parts. This soluf:
would also help to keep the registration certificates legible.  With all the numbél 101}
petrol coupons issued anc_i all the spare parts purchased written on the one certifi H0
many registration certificates are already a mass of hieroglyphics anq will re oAl
renewing in the very near future. equire

I would be glad to have the Hon’ble Minister’s assurance that h i :
the matter. e will look into

that area,
recewve any share out of

pon the portion
reason that I

as leave of the House

sing authori-
t one certi-
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

“That the provision ol Rs. 38,514 under Grant No. 7. Major head-—12.-—Charges
on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, Minor head—A.- —Charges for collec-
_tion, Sub-head-—1.--Pay of Establichment /total) at page 42 ol the Budget be re-
duced by Rs.100, i.e , the amount of the whole grant of Rs.2,87,200 do stand re-
duced by Rs.100.7

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Si MUHAMMAD SAADULILA:  Mr. Speaker,
Sir, the grievances mentioned by my hon. I'riend, Mr. Palimer, are genuine. But
in this matter our hands are tied. The procedure which he is finding galling
have been laid down by the higher authority-—the Government of India. AlI
can say is that I will forward the suggestion made by my Friend to them. We
have already pointed out various difliculties in carrying out the procedure laid dpwn
by them. But it is an All-India question. The Government of ITndia has not given
any definite reply to us. Probably they are consulting other Provinces.

The suggestion of having duplicate registration certificate will receive my cares-
ful and sympathetic consideration. In the rules made under the Indian Motor
Vehicles Act, there is provision for issuing duplicate registration certificates, but
those are in the case of either loss or illegibility on aceount ol some accident. But
I will see whether on account of the facts that have heen laid by Mr. Palmer, we
cannot amend that rule and allow a duplicate on all circumstances on payment.

Mr. R. A. PALMER : 1 beg, Sir, to withdraw my Motion with the leave of
the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. Member has leave of the House
to withdraw his Motion.

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL  HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the provision of Rs.38,544 under Grant No. 7,
Major head—12.— Charges on account of Motor Vehicles I'axation Act, Minor
head—A.—Charges for collection, Sub-head-—1.--Pay of Establishment (total) at
page 42 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.2,87,200 do stand reduced by Rs.100. .

Sir, this is the third time that I would like to bring to the notice of this House
the greivances of the public on the Sylhet-Shillong Motor Service. The griev-
ances were brought before the House both by me as well as by Mr. Mookerjee. It
will be admitted by every hon. Member of this House that hundreds of passengers
daily go away without having accommodations in the Service. The Company di
not open a booking office in the town as was pressed by Mr. Mookerjec. The
passengers who go from Shillong to Sylhet by the morning service and those who
come from Sylhet to Shillong canunot carry their luggages and this put the passengers
to a great difliculty. Ordinarily the cars go direct to the railwa. station and the
passengers who want to go to the town with their luggages undergo great troubles.
I and Mr. Mookerjee brought these grievances more than once to the notice of the
Government, but I am sorry tosay that Government did not take any action. Again
by this Motion I urge upon the Hon’ble Premier to take immediate action and re-
move the grievances of the public as soon as possible.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

<«That the provision of Rs.38 544 under Grant No. 7, Major head—12.—Charge?
on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, Minor head—A.—Charges for collec
tion, Sub-head—1.—Pay of Establishment (total) at page 42 of the Budget be re-

duced by Rs.100, i¢., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.2,87,200 do stand re-
duced by Rs.100.” ;

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I should like t0
speak af'cv\f words on this Motion. II I remember aright it was said like this: as
no new vehicle was available then, the difficulty of carrying the luggage had to be
e:::penenced. But this difficulty would be over when a few new vehicles would be
given to that Company. [ understand that some buses have been worn out in such 2
way that they should be replaced. When these new vehicles would be handed over, 2

-
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condition may be made that a portion of some of these vehicles should be used
as luggage van, so that, the passengers coming up  or going down may have their
luggages by the same timing in which they travel and thus the difficulty may be
solved. With these few words, I beg to resume my seat.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:
raise one point in this connection
withdrawn or not.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would only
whether the regulations on blackout have been
As we all know, this is not observed by the military vehicles
with the result that the drivers of private cars have to experience great difficulty in
driving their cars in towns at night. 1 have noticed recently that some private
cars have not been following this blackout regulation and they have been doing so
with impunity. I want to know definitely whether the regulation has been with-
drawn at Shillong and other parts of the Province.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sic. MUHAMMAD  SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I can inform my hon. Friend, _f\lr. Rohini l\'_umm‘ Chaudhuri, that the masks
that were so long put on the lights of our motor vehicles need no longes be continued.
We have issued order and this ocder applies throughout the Province that there
will be no blackout so far as moving vehicles are concerned.

As regards the complaints which have been submitted before the House by
Mr. Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury and Mr. Mookerjee, they are genuine grievances
of the public so far as the administration of the motor service on Sylhet-Shillong Road
is concerned. 1 placed before the Company all 'lhc suggestions that were made here
and all the erievances that were mn.dc before. ic.(:mupnny pleaded their inability
to carry out all those on account ol shortage ol vehicles. At certain  times, in order
to help the travelling public to Sylhet, 1 had very reluctantly agn;td to some vehicles
from the Gauhati-Shillong Road being brought and put on \lhls line. The sugges-
tion made by Mr. Mookerjee will now b‘c p‘l:u‘cd hulon:' t‘hc Company. 1 know they
had about ten vehicles from the Provincial ~Motor Transport  Coutroller delivered
to them as replacements. 1 understand they have applied for 24 more, of which 12
have been allotted to them. As soon as these ‘.‘“‘ d‘?_iWC"Cd, I will see that at least
one more luggage van is placed to run on the I'()fld 51111}?\11&11160‘1131}' with the passenger
buses so that the passengers .m:ty not hav c-tn \\ul]lt hn..l .(1 da}.- for their 1uggagc.

I would also put the grievances mentioned by Mr. Maqbul Hussain Chaudhu‘ry
before the Company. I see no reason hy a town oflice should not be opened for
booki assencers and luggages. ,

Oki\rfil%u?llagihsgﬂll!ﬁ?[ﬁ, MMA_I‘; MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :
leave of the House to withdraw the Motion.

The Hon. the SPEAKER T hope the hon. Member has leave of
to withdraw his Motion. i .

The Motion was, by leave of the I:Iouse, withdrawn. ‘

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED : = Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that
the provision of Rs.52,678 under Grant No. 7, Major head—l_Q,«_Gharges Wt o
of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, Minor head —A.—Charges to? collection (total) at
page 43 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.10, 7.e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.2,87,200 do stand reduced by Rs.10.

The object of my Motion is to urge upon Government to have some mor:
control over the private bus owners.

Now-a-days the buses are most irregular and thc?y do not at all keep to the gAe,
specially the buses running from Tezpur to Gat,lihau. These bus owners get prol
with a view to ply buses from Tezpur to Gauhati. From Tezpur to Gauhatj there
is, however, a railway, but due to congestion and overcrowding, the genera] public
cannot go by the railway. So they have to go _‘l)y the buses. But the Lyus/ owners
though get petrol for running their buses on this route use that petrol in/carrying
marriage partics. For that reason they cannot keep to the time s gl |
Irregular, ;

Sir, T beg

the House

Again they do not keep the buses in proper repair and in many cases it is found
that the bus owners ply these buses with passengers and in  the midway it is found
that the buses break down and create immense trouble and difﬁculty to the public,
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‘Again, regarding fares, they charge anything they like. ‘They do not care whe-
ther the passengers are rich or poor ; they would charge as they like.
Then, Sir, overloading of passengers is the order of the dayv.  Lven if any police

officer travels by the bus, they will overload with impunity.  Neither the police
officer nor they care in the Jeast., So, my earnest request " to Government is that
they should have more control over the private bus owners

With these few words, I commend my Motion to the acceptance of the House.,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

¢« That the provision of Rs. 52,678 under Grant Ne. 7, Major head —12.—Charges
on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, Minor head- A Charges for collection
(total) at page 43 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 10, 2., the amount of the whole
grant of Rs. 2,87,200 do stand reduced by Rs. 10.7

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would also like 1o say a few
words regarding the great inconvenience and hardship  which are heing I'N[)l‘l'it'n("(,'tl by
the public while availing bus services. In one bus of the (.';mh:i!i-(inulj).'nu Association
saw more than a dozen passengers sitting on the roof of the bus, thus damaging the bed-
ding and other luggages of the passengers bv traunpling them under their fe-ct. [ wantto
know is there no limit of seats in the buses. I think the hon.  Mover is  right when
he says that Government should have more control over the bus  owners. Of course
the fault does not always directly lie with Government, These bus-owners compe
extra passengers to get down before and afier any Police Station on the road. On
the last occasion—on the 2nd or 3rd February last- -1 was travelling by a bus which
had over 15 passengers on the top. Near the Saigoan Police Station all the passen-
gers were dropped and the bus stood thers  for inspection.  The oflicer-in-charg®
dcputcd a constable on a bicycle to follow the bus.  The bus then ran and the passen-
gers were also running after the bus. The bus ran up to the Kukurmara bridge:
Then one gentleman stopped the bus and assured the bus-driver that he woul
make things right. On that assurance the bus-driver picked up the pusscngcl's
again.
With these few words, Sir, I support the Motion.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker:
Sir, it would be incorrect to say that the Government have no control over the
rivate bus-owners, or that Governiment have no hand in seeing that the rules an
regulations promulgated by them are observed in  operating these bus services:
But, Sir, we are living in abnormal times. All public carriers, i.e., passenger husess

are licenced by the Regional Transport Authoritics and in the license, the number
of passengers to be carried, the charges for carrying passengers and luggages, f'tg'
ads

are laid d.o.wn_. But a large number of buses had been withdrawn from the 10
by requisitioning them for work on military roads, and since petrol rationing an
the difficulty ._about gct_ting spare parts has arisen, the number of buses that can
ply or are plying on different roads has dwindled to such an extent that they ¢
not cope with the volume of traffic. Therefore there have been cases not merely
of overloading in the body of the bus but also of loading passengers on the roo
I have pcrsonally seen on a certain road what Mr. Marak has said so eloquent!y?
;.e., the roofs of the buses were filled with human beings, and not b‘y lu;rqat:)‘c 0
assengers, In order to remedy these things, I came before the House the ciie? day
with 3 proposal for separating the functions of the Assam Transport and those of the
Provincial Motpr Transport Controller. The functions of this latter officer will P¢
to see that lorries that were taken away from certain roads are replaced, that there 3
roper running of these vehicles ; in short, to sece that the operation of"th,csc‘ bus s€'”
vices is_rcgulansgd. My hon. Friend Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed has said that tlm buses
run at inegular intervals. That is quite correct, Sir ; they do not run to co . {ime:

because th€ number of vehicles is so small now that these bus-owners rrecé_ ta
terms. But Mr. Badaruddin Ahmed and other hon. Members who h can- lcdf‘
the hands of these bus-owners have got the remedy in thei h: s, i e
peen overcharged they need onl . sl i -l P lands. If they Jg#>
y report the fact to the Regional Transport Auth®

n—

-
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rity, and the license of the particular bus will be cancelled. But if my hon. Friends
would not take that trouble I cannot help them because there are as many as 70
roads on which buses ply including the main motor roads. It will be difficult
for either any special stafl of the Government or the police to see that buses that
are even now plying on these roads do follow the rules laid down under the Indian
Motor Vchicles Act. I will request my hon. Friends to see whether the proposed
splitting up of the present arrangement of the Motor Transport Controller’s func-
tions improves the lot. I can assure them that it has been the intention of Govern-
ment to reserve at least 100 new vehicles for the use of civilians both for transport
of passengers as well as goods. If we can do this, some of the ¢ vchicles will be
allocated according to the needs of the public and the volume of traffic on par-
ticular roads. In that case, these dilliculties will be to a great extent re moved.
However, I can assure them that T shall ask the Regional T'ransport Authority and
the Police Department 1o sce that the few available buses are run according to the
schedule and under the conditions laid down in their licenses.

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw
my Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T hope the Hon. Member has leave of the House
to withdraw the Motion.

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There is another cut Motion in the name of
Maulavi Abdur Rahman but T am afraid there is no time.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : I am not willing to move it*, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Question is:

«“That a sum not exceeding Rs.2,87,200 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1945,
for the administration of the head ¢12.—Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxa-
tion Act’.” :

'The Question was adopted.

GRANT No. 8
(13-~ OTHER TAXES AND DUTIES)

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: On the recommenda-
tion of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, T beg, Sir, to move that a sum not

exceeding Rs. 6,400 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course

of payment during the year cnding on the 31st March 1945, for the administration
ot the head “Other taxes and duties™.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.6,400 be granted to defray the charges which will
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1945, for the
administration of the head ‘Other taxes and duties’.”

There arve three cut Motions  Does Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury want to move
his cut Motion

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : No, Sir.

*6, Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN to move:

That the total provision oi Rs.2,87,200 under Grant No.7, Major head—-12.—Charges on accorl! of
Motor Vehicles Taxation Act at page 12 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount A the
whole grant of Rs 2,87,200 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

(To raise a discussion about this Department regarding the condition of the Privatf‘ Motor
owners.)

Tl. Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY to move: _

That the provision of &s.6,400 under Grant No.8, Major head—13.—Other Taxes And Duties,
Minor head—A.—Charges for collection (total) at page 44 of the Budget be reduced by R$.100, i.e., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs.6,400 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

(To raise a discussion about failure of Government to implement any scheme for gdpply of cheap
tlectricity from the natural resources of the Province for lighting and for industria] and agricultural
mprovement.) :
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does Mr. Trinkle move his Motion*?
Mr. P. TRINKLE : No, Sir.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : I beg to move that the total provision ol Rs.6,400
under Grant No.8, Major head—13.—Other Taxes and Duties at page 44 of the Budget
be reduced by Rs.100, 7.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 6,400 do stand reduced
by Rs.100.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is not much use my appealing for more taxation for the
Government of Assam if I do not take every opportunity of drawing their attention to
the fact that at the present moment they are losing revenue by not taxing motor spirit
 brought into this Province. In the case ot the Commercial Carrying Company, Sir, the
motor spirit consumed by that company escapes taxation. In the case ol large volume
of lubricating oils which are being consumed by army vehicles in this Province no reve-
nue is accruing to the Government of Assam. I ought, in fairness and frankness, to say
that if my Motion is accepted, it will be a considerable injury to many ol my consti-
tuents, namecly, the tea industry, because they too are consuming lubricating oil inside
this Province brought from ovtside which has not paid the sales tax. But the main
deficiency comes from the fact that the army lubricating oil s cscaping taxation.
Now, in so far as the Government of Assam have been successful in sccuring from the
Defence Department the two annas sales tax on army petrol consumed in the Province I
would urge on the Government of Assam to make a similar effort with regard to lubri-
cating oil. Members must know what additional revenue will come from a tax on the

etrol consumed by the Commercial Carrying Company in the  hill services to
Shillong.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Cut Motion moved :

«That the total provision of Rs.6,400 under Grant No.8, Major head—13.—Other
Taxes and Duties at page 44 of the Budget he reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of
the whole grant of Rs.6,400 do stand reduced by Rs 1€0.”

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Sir, as Mr. Whittaker
hzs pointed out, Government is undoubtedly losing revenu= because of the evasion
of taxes under the Motor Spiiit and Lubricating Taxation Act. There has been, Sir, a
defect in the Act itself and because of that defect it has not been possible for us to tax
the Commercial Carrying Company for the petrol they purchase outside and use in
their flect of cars. Government is taking step to remedy that defect and we propose to
introduce, Sir, if possible, during this session a Bill to remedy that defect and we hope
that when that Bill is passed no morc evasion will be possible under this Act.

Besides this, Sir, we have appointed a stafl’ of four Sub-Inspectors of Excise to check
the collection of these taxes and prevent leakage and Government will try to sec that
the evasion of taxes does not take place in future.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : With this assurance, Sir, I beg leave of the House to
withdraw my Motion. g

The Motion was, by the 1 ave of the Fouse, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Questjon is:

<« That a sum not excceding Rs. 6,400 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending the 31st March 1945, for
the administration of the head ¢ Other taxes and duties.” >’

‘The Question was adopted.

#9 My, P- TRINKLE to move :

That the total provision of Rs.6,400 under Grant No.8, Major head—13.—Other Taxes and Dutics

he Bud i ; : .
:;d?;1§§4gy0{1§5.190- get be reduced by Rs.100, 7.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.6,400 do stand

{To draw Government’s attention to the fact that considerable quantities of motor spiri i
; . . : ( spirit ve
pot paid tax are being consymed in the Province.) 1 ¥ it 8
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GRANT No. 14
(30.—Ports and Pilotage.)

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : On the recommen-
dation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 2,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course
of payment during the year ending on the 31st March
the head ¢¢ 30.—Ports and Pilotage ™,

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER @ Motion moved :

1945, tor the administration of

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,000 be granted to defray the charges which will
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1945, for the
administration of the head ¢ 30.—Ports and Pilotage’.”

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 beg to
submit that these cut Motions are not in order as they do not come under this head.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER @ Which one ?

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
*Motions Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Have the hon. Members got to say anything with
regard to the admissibility of these Motions ?

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY :  Sir, to me it appears that the Motions
are in order because under this head we are maintaining our launches.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :  No, Sir, a similar

Motion was tabled under the head ¢ General Administration * but it was not discussed
here,

All these three

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This grant relates only to the limited purpose of
an expenditure in the nature of a subsidy of Rs. 2,000, to the Steamer Companies.
The Hon’ble Kl;;m Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Sir, we are paying

this sum to the Steamer Company for marking channels, supplying pilot lights and such
other things.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  So, I think, these cut Motions are not in order.
The Question is :

“ That a sum not gxceeding Rs. 2,000 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1945,
for the administration of the head ¢ 30.-—Ports and Pilotage™.”

The Qucstimyx'ﬁas adopted.,

*1. Maulavi ABDUL PART CHAUDHURY to move:
l dThat the provision of Rs. 2,000 under Grant No. 14, Major hcad—30.—Ports and Pilotage, Min’T
1cad—(

.—Pilotage and Pilot Establishment at page 79 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100-i.¢,, che
amount of the whole grant of Rs. 2,000 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

. (To urge upon the Government about the necessity ol
Subdivisional Officer of Sunamganj for facility of work.)

*2. Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY to move:—

That the provision of Rs. 2,000 'undcr Grant No. 14, Major head--30.—Ports and Pilotaes Minor
hcad—(:_.__pi[omgc and Pilot Lstablishment at page 79 ot the Budget be reduced by Rg. 1¢); i.e., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs. 2,000 do stand reduced by Rs. 100,

(To raise a discussion about the x}cccssity_ for making provision for creating scholarships for Assam
boys for their training in the Mercautile Marine.)

*3. Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY to move :

That the provision of Rs. 2,000 under Grant No. 14, Major head—30.-—Ports and Pilotage, Minor
head—C. —Pilotage and Pilot Establishment at page 79 ol the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs. 2,000 do stand reduced by Rs. 100,

(To raise a discussion about the silting of navigable channels in the district of Sylhet.)

providing a steam lainch for the use ofthe
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GRANT No. 16
(37.—Education—European and Anglo-Indian.)

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: On the recom-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a
sum not exceeding Rs. 49,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1945, for the administra-
tion of the head ¢ 37.—Education (European and Anglo-Indian).”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There is no cut Motion tabled to this Demand.
So I am putting the Question.

The Question is:

¢« That a sum not exceeding Rs. 49,000 Le granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 315t March 1945,
for the ad ministration of the head ¢ 37.-——Education (European and Anglo-Indian)’.”

The Question was adopted.

GRANT No. 28

(55.-—-Superannuation Allowances and Pensions, ctc.)

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: On the recommenda-
tion of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not cx-
ceeding Rs. 18,95,000 be granted to defray the charges which wiil come in the course
of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1945, for the administration of
the head €55.—Supcrannuation Allowances and  Pensions, ctc.” .

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER :  As there -s no cut Motion, I am putling the
Question.

The Question is : _

¢“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 18,95,000 be granted to defray the charges \!\_-.’llli;:ll
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st I\Iur‘ch 1945, i,ujl:
the administration of the head ¢55.—Supcrannuztion Allowances and Pensions, ete.’.

The Question was adopted.

GRAN'T No. 6

: (11.—Registration)

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: Onbn the rccommendation of His
Excellency the Governor of Assam I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not cxcgcdmg
Rs. 1,73,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of pay-
ment during the year ending on the 31st March 1945, for the administration of the
head €€11.—-Registration.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,73,500 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1945,
for the administration of the head ‘11.-—Registration’, ”’

: 1'here are some cut Motions, but I am afraid time will not permit us to take up
all.  We may take up only one.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : I beg to move that the provision of
~ Rs. 69,565 under Grant No. 6, Major hqad—ll. Registration, Minor head—A.-—
District charges, Sub-head-—1.—Pay of Oflicers, Detailed head—Special Sub-Registrars
and Sub-Registrars at page 41 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, Z.e., the amount
of the whole grant of Rs. 1,73,500 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

- My .intc“ti‘frf 8 to urge upon GOVC{nmcnt the necessity of converting the Derai
Sub-Reglstry office Ilnto a regular establishment. Some six years back this oflice was
established ; since then the office is rendering very useful work. The number of docu-

ments _rcngtﬁfefl is VEry bi.%"_- So in the fitness of things Government should take steps to
make it a permanent establishment,

-~

B
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER ;. Cut Motion moved : .
“T'hat the provision o' Rs. 69,505 under Grant No. 6, Major llt‘ncl—-ll.—ﬂl{egig_

tration, Minor head —-A . District charges, Sub-head-—1 .- ~Pay of Officers, Detailed

head-—Special Sub-Registrars and Sub-Registrars at page 41 of the Budget be reduced
by Rs. 100, i.c., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 1,73,500 do stand reduced by

Rs. 100.”

The Hon'ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA :
to a particular grievance in a certain locality.  This Sub-Registry oflice is run on a
commission basis and was established in 1938, We have got many other Sub-Registry
oflices which are run on commission basis. . As regards Derai Sub-Registry oflice,
the hon. Mover of this cut Motion _sulnniu(-tl 4 representation to me in November
last. In reply he has alvcady been informed that the matter will be taken up later on
after getting a proposal {rom the Inspector (f('m-rul t_:l' Registration, after the war,
1 have already stated that there are several  Sub-Registry  offices which ave run on
commission basis and this is certainly not the time  to take up any proposal involying
additional expenditure.  As soon  as the normal time comes, 1 shall certainly take
illlf} consideration the case of Derain 5111)-1{(“‘._‘,15“')' oflice 1in due course,

Maulavi ABDUL  BARD CHAUDHURY: Steps will be taken after the war,
but we do not know when the war is going toend.  In any case, as there is no time,
I beg leave of the House to wizlnl_r:\w the ,\lnlim.l. 9

The Motion was, by leave ol the House, withdrawn,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSIAN CHA DHURY: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to move that the provision of _l{s._ 069,565 Ull(lgﬁr Grant No. 6, Major llﬂf\ld——-
11.-—Registration, Minor head—A . —District charges, Nlh-hc;"d——l.--—l‘ny of Oflicers
(lﬂlﬂl) at page 41 al the _Blld},'(ll be reduced ll}f Rs. 100, 7. e., the
whole grant of Rs. 1,73.500 do stand reduced by l}s. ]0‘0_ :

More than once it was brought to the notice ol (.c)\-'_crnmcnt that in  Mufassil
areas 1.0 waiting sheds for female executants have l)t‘t}'l ])1'0\'1([(!(1.1))’ the Government.
This grievance remains the same up till now. By this cut Motion, I want to bring
this fact again to the notice of the Government so that they may take early steps to
remove this grievance. With these words, I commend my Motion to the acceptance
g Lh"(:I'hIf:I(})-lll(b):‘n"blc the SPEAKER @ .(“E” MnliOu‘movcd A :

“ That the provision ol ‘Rs..b‘),-‘:ﬁi) U“dt‘l‘_ Grant No. 6, Mil_lm‘_ hcn‘d—ll.—-Regis-
tration, Minor head—A.—District charges, Sub-head—1.-—Pay of Officers (total) at
page 41 of the Budget be reduced ]’); Rs. 1“?3 t. e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs, 1,73,500 do stand reduced h‘;.f Rs. 100.°% N .

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:  Sir, I rise to support this Motion.

The difIicultly is very gl:t‘:)lt.
oices—-We all support 1t). _

'(lf}flfitc;‘;on,blc Srijut. RUPNATH BRAHMA: ‘The hon. Mover of the Motion
has sajd that he raised this question many times ; but I do not remember to have
received any complaint from any quarter. After cenquiry at  the office I find that
they have also not got any indication that therc 1s any such grievanc: in the Mufassil.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I interrupt the Hon’ble Minister ? He
says that he received no complaint ; but .duc to a complaint, a separate shed for women
has been erected very recently at Habiganj.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA :  Any how, the matter will be looked
into. Recently we have provided one waiting shed for women executants at Haila-
kandi, There may be some difliculty for women executants in some areas,
how all the cases will be taken up when they come up.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD  MAQBUL HUSSIAN CHAUDHURY: I do not
press my Motion.

The Motion was, by leave ot the House, withdrawn,

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN :

provision of Rs. 09,565 under Grant No. 6, Major
Minor head—A.—District charges, Sub-head—1.—p

This particular cut  Motion refers

amount of the

but any

I beg to move that the
: hqad—ll -—Registration,
ay ol Oflicers (total) at page 41
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of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 10, i.c., the amount of the whole grant ot Rs.1,73,500
do stand reduced by Rs. 10.

There is only one Sub-Registry office in the district of Nowgong and documents
presented for registration have so much multiplied that they are double or three
times of what they were last year or year before last.  The Sub-Registrar and
the Special Sub-Registrar who are authorised to register documents can hardly cope
with the heavy works of registration, with the result that parties presenting their docu-
ments for registration have to sit over for days together in the hope ol getting an
opportunity for the rezistration of their documents.  In order to remove this grie-
vance which has taken a very acute shape, I would urge upon the Government to
set up two more Sub-Registry Offices, one at Hojai  or Daboka and the other at
Mairabari on commission >asis. People have to come to the Nowgong Sub-Registry
office in the headquarters from 30 to 50 miles off from all directions.  This entails
not only troubles and harassments but unnecessary expenses as well on the parties
and no less strain on the particular Officer who has to register overwhelming number of
documents every day.

With these few words, I draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minisier to look into
the matter at an early date and recmove that grievance,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved :

“«“That the provision of Rs. 69,565 under Grant No. 6, Major head—11.—
Registration, Minor head—A .—District charges, Sub-head—1.-—Pay of Officers (total)
at page 41 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 10, i.e., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs.1.73,500 do stand reduced by Rs.10.”

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : T have heard what has Dbeen said
by the hon. Mover of the cut Motion. As the hon. Member has already submitted
a reprcscntation to me two days back, I have already taken action on it. I have asked
the Inspector General of Registration to give us a report, if it is possible, to have an
additional Sub-Registry office for thése arcas.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN: Inview ol the assurance,

I beg leave of the House to withdraw the Motion. i
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. Member has got leave of the

House to withdraw the Motion.
The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The Question is:
¢«“That a sum not exceeding Rs.1,73,500 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1945,
for the administration of the head—¢11 —Registration’®.”
The Question was adopted.
GRANT No. 27
(54A—Famine Relief.)

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: On the recommendation of His
Excellency the Governor of Assam, 1 beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding
Rs. 50,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of paymcﬂt
during the year ending on the 31st March 1945, for the administration of the head
«54A—Famine Relief

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved :

««That a sum not exceeding Rs. 50,000 be granted to the Hon’ble Minister to
defray the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending
on the 31st March 1945, for the administration of the head ‘54A—Famine Relief’.”

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to move that the provision of Rs. 50,000 under Grant No. 27, Major
headﬁ-gfh‘\tT—FargmcdR}eliCI% ll\gBHO}‘ hez;ld—A-—Famine Relief (total) at pag,re 138 of

e Budget be reduced b S. 1.., the amour -
;}tland re%uced by Rs.lOO? > 1t of the whole grant of Rs.50,000 do
Last year, Sir, we found that there was some scarcity in the Province of Assam
and as there was no provision in the Budget there was some difficulty of the people
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living in the areas aflected by scarcity. This year, Sir; Government has only provi-
ded Rs. 50,000. This is quite inadequate. I, therefore, urge upon the Government
'to see their way to increase the amount, in-case there be any emergency.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : A Supplementary Demand can be brought if any
necessity arises.

The Motion moved : _

“That the provision of Rs. 50,000 uu(lt:r .Gr;ml No. 27, Major head—54A .—
. Famine Relief, Minor head--A-~Famine Reliel’ (total), at page 138 of the Budget
be reduced by Rs. 100, ie., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 50,000 do stand
reduced by Rs. 100.”

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : In this connection T want to’speak a few words.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There will be no difficulty for Government ‘to pro-
vide more moncy if nccessity arises.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: I will only urge the Hon'ble Minister to see if
some money can be provided from this head to meet a  very specific demand of an
organisation which has undertaken a very serious and responsible work in their hands.
The Assam Mohila Sanmilani has sent me @ report which discloses certain very serious
matter, From the report which they have sent to me I find, that from the Baniyachong
village nearly 300 Hindu widows and (13\'01'(‘.«{ wives have sold out their honour for a
morsel of food. In Sylhet and Gauhati towns some women have been discovered, who
are destitutes of Bengal, to have taken recourse to degraded profession as the report says.

need not give out more details about _tlllS d(‘gt‘-l"‘l'f\l_lon. 1 \\-ould‘rcqucst the Hon’bl.c

inister-in-charge to enquire into this matter. If as a result of the enquiry this is
found to be true, I think, itis high time that Goycrnmvnt should take immediate steps
to render reliel to these women, who have been forced to take recourse to selling their
honour for a morsel of food.. I urge the GO\’N'}'!"“‘-H_I to sct up certain reliel centres so
that these women may be provided with food free of charge.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : SiE, I (uite appreciate the intention
of the hon. Mover of this Cut Motion, but T think, this Cut Motion can be disposed
of in one sentence, namely, should necessity arises, it should not be difficult for

overnment to find as much money as may be necessary for this purpose (hear, hear.)

As regards the other point mooted by my hon. Friend, Maulavi Abdur Rahman, I
will look into the matter and do the ncedful towards that direction.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Please do something.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Thisisa very urgent thing, Sir.
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Of course, Sir, this point has not

been brought to the notice cither of me or of the Hon’ble Prime Minister, during the
debates on the Baniyachong aflair. .

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : I am told, Su‘., that the representative of the San-
;nilani also saw the Hon’ble Pr¢ mler]in} a dCPUtﬂh?n on this matter and probably the
Jon’ble Premier assured them to call lor areport irom the District Authority.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: If the Hon’ble Premier has assur-
ed of action being taken, that shall certainly be taken. _

The Hon’ble ‘the SPEA.KER: I hope the hon. Member has got leave of the
House to withdraw his  Motion.

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“That a sum not exceeding 33.50,000 be granted to defyra the ch i i
ome in the course of payment during the year e_ndmg on the Si’st I\?Iz(l;;:}:gfgghl?h ‘:lllu
administration of the head—¢54A.—Famine Relief.” R

The question was adopted,
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Grant No. 15

(36.—Scientific Departments)

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: On the
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, [ beg, Sir, to move that a
sum not exceeding Rs.5,600 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1915, for the adminis-
tration of the head “36.—Scientific Departments.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.5,600 be granted to defray the charges which will
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1945, for
he administration of the head ‘36.—Scientific Departments®.”’

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, I beg
to move that the provision of Rs.700 under grant No. 15, Major head-—36.—Scientific
Departments, Minor head-—A.—Donations to Scientific Socictics (total), at page 79 of
the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, 7. e, the amount of the whole grant ol Rs.5,600 do
stand reduced by Rs.100.

Sir, I find that the Government of Assamn maintain a Scicntific Department, but
it is a pity that no money has been spent for scientific research.  From the Budget
Speech, we find there is only one mention of the Kamrup Anusandhan Samiti. By this
Cut Motion I want to urge upon the Government that they will make arrange ments
for scientific research .at least in Government Colleges. With these words, Sir, 1
commend my Motion for the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved : y

«“That the provision of Rs.700 under Grant No. 15, Major head— 36. -Scientific
Departments, Minor head—A .—Donations to Scientific Socicties (total) at page 79 of
the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, 7. e., the amount of the whole grant ot Rs. 5,600 do
stand reduced by Rs.100.” ’

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Sir, T appre-
ciate the hon. Member’s intention to have scientific rescarches in the colleges. This
has been brought to my notice only recently by my hon. Friend Khan Bahadur Keramat
Ali and I think I shall have to examine the possibility of utilising the laboratories of
the two Government Colleges for scientific rescarches.

The Motion was, by leave of the House. withdrawn.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that
the provision of Rs.4,905 under grant No.15, Major head—36.-- Scientific Departments,
Minor head—B.—Museums (total), at page 79 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 5,600 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

By this Cut Mot_ion_, Sir, I submit that the Musecum at Gauhati, has been stylﬁ‘d_
as the Assam Provincial Muscum, an:l Government is contributing a large sum ©
money to that Museum. But the people of Assam has got no say in the management
of the institution. By this Cut Motion, Sir, I beg to submit that if actually funds ar€
to be provided from provincial funds, at least representatives of this House should have
some say in the matter. I suggest that some Members of the Surma Valley may he taken
g ehie manzilgement gf tgﬁ %dcuo::::nrg‘nd my Moti 1

i these words, E otion to the = . :

?ﬁ;hﬂon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved C S e

c««That the p.rovision of Rs.4,905 under grant No. 15, Major head—36.—Scientific
Departments, Minor head—Bj—{_I\./Iuscums (total), at page 79 of the Budget be reduced
by Rs.100, i. ¢, the amount of the whole grant of R, 5,600 do stand reduced by

Ti€s

Rs. 100-”

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know from the Hon’ble
Minister—in-charge ‘why lesser amount has been sanctioned for the Museum ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Sir, my hon.
Friend is not correct, when he says that in the management of the Museum,therz: is no
representative from the whole l?rovmce. In fact, from the Surma Valley, two members
are nominated on the Board of management of the Museum and they are:
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1. Mr. Raj Mohan Nath, and

2. Khan Bahadur Aaulavi Mufizur Rahman,

The latter beine a Member of this House.

As regards the point of my hon. Friend Srijut Chaudhuri, I will have to enquire
into it, as I cannot sav ofl-hand why the amount has been decreased.

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. b

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.5,600 be granted to defray the charges which will

. come in the course of pavment during the vear ending on the 31st March 1945, for

the administration of the head—¢36.—Scientific Departments’.”

The question was adopted.

” GRANT No. 5
( 10.—FORESTS)

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: On the recommendation of His
Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding
RS.lfl,tl.‘),fZ(j(l be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of payment
during the year onding on the 31st March 1945, for the administration of the
head “10.-T'orests™.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.14,49,200 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during lllc, year ending on the 31st March 1945,

for the administration of the head ‘10.—Forests’.

There are 11 Cut Motions and I ;un_aﬁ';lid, all cannot be taken up. I think Cut
Motion No. 9 is very comprehensive and it can be taken up.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: I beg to move that the prowision of
Rs.7,55,090 under Grant No. 5, Major head—10.—Forests, Minor head—B.—
Establishment (total), at page 40 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, 7, e., the amount
of the whole grant of Rs.14,49,200 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

My main intention in  moving th.is Motion is to draw the attention
of the Hon. House to the very serious danger the Province will have
to face in the near future, because ol mdlsc.mninate cutting down of trees in

. our forests, 1 am sorry my hon. I'riend Mr. Wl}lttak(-r is not present here. Any way
there are other Furopean Iriends l_m;-o : they \_Vlll support me, Sir. About two years

back they brought a Resolution before the Legislature asking the Government to bring
some legislation to regulate jhoom cultivation.  Cutting down of forest trees indiscri-
minatcly make floods l'rcqucnt.' and the fate of thc'whole })1‘0vi11ce will be doomed unless
we can stop this sort of cutting down ol trees immediately. T am afraid the whole
rovince will have to face frequent floods 1 the near future and the whole topography
of the Province will be changed very ?C-I"OUSIY- That was my main intention in
bringing this Cut Motion, Sir. I-V‘\’()Uld like to request the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge
of the Forest Department  to sce if he can check the temptation of earning a lot of
Money by supplying timber at high rates to the Military and save our forests in the

interest of the future generation of this Province :
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs.7,55,990 under Grant No. 5, Major head—10.—Foreste,
Miror head-—B.— Establishment (total), at page 40 of the Budget be reduced by

%s.lOO, i. ¢., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.14,49 200 do stand reduced bv
.Rs.100.” )

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to spott s

- Motion. I shall touch a few points which have not been touched by oay o Frtend, i
my Friend has mentioned about deforestation. T shall try ¢o bring the Oth:.er Gde o'f thé
picture before the Hlouse. Sir, at page 39-of the Budget it will be found under

e
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VII.—Organisation—Improvement and Extension ol Forest. Sir, the Finance Ministers

theother day, expressed his delight at the time of delivering the Budget Speech., The

Hon’b]c Finance Minister said that._ t]l(:y w(..'l_"f? dr-.-n-mu a very L’tl‘g(‘ revenue from

- this Dcpar(mcnt. It is quit(: true, SIr, lhi'll if we go thrch_: vears back or P years
back, we shall see that the revenue tmdf:r this head has ],r-(:!.',,,u.,_.;m.d by fifty per cent:

In place of twenty-four lakhs and odd it has c‘(‘:;r-u- '”l,). to thirty-seven lakhs : and so dar
as the expenditure side is concerned, t.l.“_: }.l;-”;' - ‘rfm- J_' “_ \'“ f’_'_'.'] that the cxpenditure
has also increased by fifty per centy i C 0 e Hoor wff g the timbers
for war purposes, whatever we - rn‘c}; ;’J.‘II(] n;)}md)’ will c:h;Lil;'nl,:::,;I:t):{i:'hlls House .‘Vi.“
' say that it is

i " . .ntitle
. be of no use. But I think, 1 am €1 : . ; :
INe 4 £ see that the capital « 5 =
Covernment to pital of this Province is not

the bounden duty of the s cab s £ B
wasted as In th('ypr('scnt case. But, Sir; ”}l:;};lf-jsl;td'f:ii-r-m{ su;.l]u desire ang tht‘y are not
doing their duty becausc it they hud'd‘?’z;yu l:irg«‘: .‘-Hl“]. for (:;:: 1!:&:12}'“'}' }?L'On dutiful,
in that case, they should have l]{;;’vvil”[{’ revenuce by selling the I-':‘)n:st T:::I ! the forest.
Instead of doing that, they are¢ ¢ f; (he loss caused by deforestation. T g, they are not

% no amount

recoup f the forest.  Sir, even in “0“11;1[’

roviding any amount tO :
: o S extension © el 1o lonk -
uested to look to this point, thay

has been provided for the .ot were requ 1
various quarters, the GOV‘:rnmu}lcg-d was paid to thosc requests.  Sir, S they should
try to extend the forest but 1O 570t to the notice of this House by In;l: 'cgards the

. : CI1 > : is actic: ;e 1
after-effect, one point has bee Now-a-days 1t 18 practically a C()Hnn()n_}jon’ Friend,
I admitted this but in spite of t ense affair.

the Mover regarding flood. L, 5i0MNS ;
- veal OCC: . svasts . g 1a
The Government on -"'cv(’rdlu) check “”SI.(:;'Z 1?,2:::,:? flood which jg l-\rqt they are
. . . 3 C o o < ..
not doing the proper thing =% .. other © : K Ctically an
/ . DA
annual occurrence in some P

Years, from

I shall touch only that part whicp,
e that Sorim: money has heey, 1]; e Connected
) ; > . tion cannot be denied by any .. (Otte
with this Department. - t ol pluntflti‘nc_ The way we are ypro‘ce ?d-n(: rnf_1 a“rd, of
course, Sir, the need of q1r1011£i) c u}ig desired cffect.  Sir, several (éd“' 35 it(‘::n Lhe
whole of India is now in W= gnd 1% ¢ those committces and S).(?In ittens take
not years but generatioﬂ-‘" ton a“‘?an—Iousc only two years lJackILCla“}* S Were
appointed and the reCommcrc this 4 were appreciated by the = So
Committee was brought bcr(.) ‘grl“‘]:,rl appreciation and pious” wish :f}\l'cn inj
recommendations which W€ oﬂ_o ; thousand acres of -lan whichIl t
charge of this Dcpartm(‘ﬂt' 1an ur yresent average ? It has ¢ k an Serve the
ore is @ nderstand j¢ ; i g € utili
purpose. We have got ™M~ ' wh res- I unc 1L 1s not even ¢},;... OVer utilised
for cinchona plantation. U few ”‘Chc rovision made this year jg ]“ ae decade
to have a plantation of onl ; (hat tom ,arison to our need and demg, Jc[th Creg, Sir,
as I have already admltt;ing 7 fi)]c for then:ctothcum\rgtc more th, d, I than the
revious year, but it is 1ot Zposs! with some otuer private entcrpr-l the: Govern-
ot )_ 163"'6 at somec¢ lme agOI aPI)l‘oac Sex " Ppresent

et
‘: . .. conceric
Sir, so far as cinchona2 "’V':(i” be foul

“ment think, that it will h
2 to *7. t -ther Gov s : :
rate, then I would ask ther mcntloguire_w}w(t:rsons orel;:?)r::]cnt 1S will; the 2 in this
connection, I would like 19 ™ o €M7 yalc ljI hope the Hopa’xlmes_ 5 irg to on’ble
Dble Mipj > the “€ase out

Minister-in-charge of Forest® “gyo V., say- .0 .
% - H - Sir, 1t 1S we
Jand for. cinchona culnvatlc;;:)t 111’-‘:’0 me- for,various Lr]éai‘;d good ¢ QQP Wil Negative
reply which T received, I . said mal2E 0 rnment to Jo; S as it wag . 2Ver, . 8ive the
reply or will repeat what h= not “he o er way. case land 1 ml.statec? tnt can
manage this. But if the€ up?® in 2 propP ler er then, to

2 T L 3
rr;e Iztthat case, I Woulld 2 ect Agricultura] °ns who
can at once take up the as the CinChOnrfPa}rtmcnt,

o -~ tea i < plantayi N b
Sir, if we depend on th:goal’d with thl(llo‘ti';l ltll(luml.y il the ”}1\011}5 Q(? Sure t1
is no cha : hing °Y RES Peagd o W st 8licy ), Nee et
sKondey \iflfle of reaig ;}ave hath 1ad & is a dcubti‘ul or N cn llﬂu(ls n itlllp.ll ned. I
at wou € R b : ¢ = S
micnter the Forest Depaﬂrgf: chat tto the foresight of the ‘l‘;d the g0 &t o1 ay epart-
“".“‘I&have heard from “ypan  blanterg, luotlssﬁn:(:ig’r:::
suitable for th; antation- 1
s pla furopean

g

g ‘aa
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and Indian, they have been piloting the industry all by themselves. Sir, T h;wg faith
in the sincerity of the Hon'ble Minister in charve of Forest Department.  He is very
sincere in his cfforts. But he forgets one thing, 1‘.|m sorry to mention, that all are
not sincere like him. It is not he alone who can give the desired effect, but he shall
have to take help from  others who may not be as sincere as he is. bu‘,'wu]h m_\: hn.al
appeal, I shall resume my seat. Let (m\'('l'nm}'n( take up the -(‘lllt‘ll?ll'd. p‘antatlon in
right earnest at once and complete the S(’ll(‘l]lf:‘. in the course of a year or two so gg
to plant the entire available lfmd otherwisc they should ](‘;\St_) out the land to be
taken up by such private enterprisers who can complete the plantation in course of two
or threc years. . _

Mr. F. W. B],[',.\'.'\'I",RII.-\SSI",'I"I:: ._\11'. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to support what My,
Dev and, so far as cinchona vu]tn':umn is concerned, what h;l‘.- hll)ul_:(‘::]cc has said.
Mr. Dev has introduced a very vital sul)_;m_:l. lh: spoke of Jhuu:'nmg, a4 scourge
which has been with us for many years ;ulq still continues. 1 simply do not understand
why terracing as practised in the Naga Hills cannot l)v' made lelpuls.or'\s in the other
hills of Assam. Unless jhooming wlm:lg. as Mr. l?uv says: s l‘t‘51391181blc for ﬂOOdS, ie
not stopped, irreparable ;u.ul v\_'crlasung‘ (?;;n.l:lgu -l)‘_\_'lm-nl‘:s‘u)‘n will be done to the
hills, and moreover the plains will be turned into arid wastes.

So far as cinchona cultivation is concerned, 1 support all that Mr. I\-Iookcrjce
has said If Government cannot do the job themselves, 1 do urge that they should
hand it over to some enterprising commercial C””_(.\N”i .bul Sy case, get the job
done. In these days with a shortage of quinine, we simply must have cinchona, angd
in m)‘,’ view Government are simply toying with the matter.

Then, Sir, with regard to the extensions of forests which Mr. I\'IOOkCI:jce s
touched ul’)uu ,I do stress that as being a subject of very grf,:at 'Mportance, ™ apg T
i \Vll’lt,i\{r- Mookerjee has said inthat connection.  We myst remember that
with the extraction of timber for war purposes, for the manufactyre of
for Gas Producer Plants, and as wood-fuel lor [ndusl_l'_\-:. lorests are liable (o
rapidly deforested, and unless concomitant with the decimation of forest re-play
doI:lc we shall los:‘ considerable areas of our forest resources,

Py o« - - . o -

One more point, Sir, and 1 am through. 1 want to draw the attention of
Government to the suspension ol elephant I\ht‘.(.lil operations in the Province. Thers E‘
a Cut Motion standing in my name on that subject. Though most districts are o 18
extent, affected by the nuisance caused by elephants and their damm‘;c g

< 3 ey Tiae orer 1 o e =

crops, Nowgong appears (o Ibq tlhc p1 nf;_u:lpal S}llncntli\ It LF 1(}:15:111}; \nreasonable (g

: . cert their best cflorts and to take  a full interegy ;. 0N

cxpect cultivators to exer 5 . ; n t

M{’,re Food . lampaign and produce bumper (:r()ps_f]ll?}t to feed wild elept s Grow
4 . - rnment to institute lurg(f scale Kheda cperations fort

necessary for Govern P eviously  t thwith, \Mela

Shikar is perfectly uscless. I have had occasion p; l‘y o call the - E:

. : ame subiect, : : it will not be necessary fin..
Government to the same subject, and 1 trust it ccessary for me o do it
again, .

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Sir, I want to speak a
only on cinchona cultivation. It is gratifying 10 note that ag 5 resulg 0E~ dﬁ.\'\ words
held He - of this House within the last two years, increas d 'SCussiong

e on the floor ’ .  layid . °d atrentig
been diverted in the matter.  About 2,500 acres o and  outside t}, N L.11 has
Reserve Forest, ncar Nongpoh, have been protected from Jho(;.mjng. and ﬁh)’uem
extension work is being carried out. I submit, .Su“, that the rate o lere the
which Government is procccdmg 1s anything but sal}%nsf‘.’lct]ory_ The y tterp‘rogress &t
inine and cinchona so acute that the pace : 1S 5o
and the shortage of qu pace of Progress o vital

charcoa]
¢ ver
g js

be accelerated. ) shoulg
So long, cinchona cultivation has been tagged w‘lth Forest anq all s

for cinchona experiments has_ l.)ccn found from thq I“orc?t Budgct_ ; f\penditm'e

1s 50 vast and important that it is necessary to provide for it under g - the Matey

head, as has been done in Bengal. Parate BUdget
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) I also stress the need of publicity and propacanda regarding our activiti
in the Forest Department. For the last two vyears no oflicial -port -?\-“CS
have been published.  One very interesting hook “"l"lw Fe Giligiar pEne AppesizEs
I y - wrest Rescarch ol Assam

was compiled by Mr. Jacob. I submit that this book should be translated int
Bengali and Assamesc. Sl
7, '‘About the research work of cinchona, Sir, 1 have another Cut Motion  (No. 2).%
I'here T wanted to urge upon the Government the necessity of starting a Research
.Schen:lc. for t'h': (;_ultn‘fauon (J_f' cinchona in Assam with- special relerence to
(1) Soil stl:ldlﬂs, (2) Comparative experiments  with  different soil  conservation
measures, (3) Manurial trials, (4) Experiments in vegetative propagation, particularly
grafting and (5) Selection of hybridisation work. In this connection, I beg to
submit that 1t 18 essentially necessary that some sort of scholarships, may be prnvidt:d
and the stud_cr:lts SCI’fCt_C(! for these scholarships, be sent to .\Iun’u])u]]-ln Bengal for
necessary traming. for C”‘Ch‘)f_‘-il plantation and after proper training  they may take
up research work in the Province. ’ ' '
With these words, Si_r, I support the Motion.

Babu BALARAM SIRCAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I like to bring to the notice
of the Government some gricvances of the timber traders of Surma Valley who
incurred last year and are sy][ victims to incur this vear heavy loss by the Govern-
controll(fd ratcs PU}’]'S}“’d in the /ssam (;'r:.:é[!e of the last  18th August,

e 0 7 0 3 3
sawn timbers were fixed accordingly more or less  three
mentioned Gazette.
effect that all British
converted
no means

ment ;
1943. Sir, the rates for the logs (barked) under British arca arc fixed thus:—
Rs. a. p-
The ha!‘dWOOdS——CIaSS A. ... 1 2 0 per c.it.
Others ... L0140,

Softwoods
the rates for the
ﬁﬁis that of the barked logs ‘Which will be found in the above
Sir, other orders were also passed by the Government to this |
logs should be supplied, f)n fc'(lUlSltlon, to the Government, stores, being
by the cutters OT traders or any purchasers into hutting timbers and by
ogs barked orsawn were allowed  to go outside the Province except the
fogs Of Hill ‘Tippera District.  Sir, it is obviously clear that to - float a log it requires
: .nt bamboos, cancs _and Olbcl‘ materials for which there were no controlled rates
and hence they becane six to cight times the previous rates due to numerous military
1 herefrom 1t was calculated that a trader was to spend ncarly Rs. 2 pd
hal‘dWOOd.S—‘—CIELSS A. and others and ncarly Re. 1 per cot. of softwoods
which were suﬂimen.tlzr t_rg;?m' ‘tharl. that of Government rates. Sir, with detaile
descriptions 2. rcp;esg’lttd lmO‘r{"ﬁS Stfmé ‘ to the Government, _C,'onscrvagm-, Utilisationt
Offcers t 1:: 'ddi i B3 eptember by the President, Timber Traders
Association Patharkarn 0 O-mC'“ﬁase the rates, but'it was of no use. _
gir, in Longal al jur.1 valleys, the British logs come from onc side while the Hill
ogs from the other side of the Juri and Longai rivers from the same places,
same jungles, at the same cost and in many cases by the same traders  also:
Tippera logs (barked) were sold to Bengal traders at the rates of about
to Rs. 4 per .C'ft' 0‘;. llafrdWOOdSH‘Cla-SS A, Rs. 2-8 to Rs. 3 per c.ft. of others
Rs. 1-4 per c.it.o soft woods which are nearly three times that of

itish logs- :
B”tlss};r, ‘%ith these few W’Orlilsé I draw the attention of the Government (o increase: the
Hé British logs (barke and.sawn) keeping equality with that of the Hill Tip-
hat the traders may give supply to the Government demands without
s and also to allow them to despatch some logs outside the Province.

e

era logs sO ¢ 1
Thcurring any 10

eyt ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY to move :(—

% 2. Mau e -
" e peovlion of Bar LS00 wader Grams No 5, Mojor head—10.—Feseaty Mince bead
.,_fCOﬂSC"Va:Can‘y (total) at page 39 »: tI;:Bl:;I:ln};(t:rband other produce removed from the forests by
Governmeﬂt gRs. 14,49,200 do stand reduce.! by Rf 1 ()(f ARG oy Bt Joifly BNt af b

whole grant of



1944, ] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 413

The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: hY Spmkcr, Sil', ‘1 am at one \\'ilh_
the Mover of this Cut Metion inasmuch as he stresses the imperative need !b}‘ secing
that there must not be indiscriminate cutting ol timbers. To exemplify myself [ may
say, for the information ol the House, lh.‘l.l when ~a proposal came over o me to cut
down the scheme of the working plan, T did turn it down because I maintain the same
pcli(:\' as the hon. Mover of the Cut Motion has il_l view.

Our hon. Friend My, Mookerjee has cn'mpl:mwd on several counts In effect he
complains that the Government  have practically no policy about this Department.
For his information (I sce he is absent) .l must thscl_nsv. (hnt“thc (}'ovemnlenl' _Illa-wc
been steadily pursuing o clear-cut progressive FForest policy in this }’rovmcc.' 111_1813-7-1
the area of State forest was only 214 square miles, it rose to as n!uch_us 0,750 square
miles, in 1912.43. T'hat does not show a lack of heart or a lack ol pol.lc_\".

The ligures speak more  cloquently than any one could cmphas:sc.. I hope the
hon. Member now sces it. B e : ) -

With a view to show that there has been indiseriminate cutting of timber, it has
been stated further that the revenues have gone up by leaps and bounds. That may be
so. If the Forest revenue has increased to a l;l.rgv extent, that does not reflect the
increased cutting to that extent, because this also includes an Important factor, namely
precipitous risc in the price of timber. !'Slllljiilgll (it cannot be gainsaid that war
exigencies have necessitated cutting ot more timber tlmn‘ ]N‘I‘ll:ll).\" orclt_namly it might
have been the case. Bul hnn__.\!mnl.wrs are assured th‘al. great care is bE‘.l.I]g Fake" to see
that the cutting s not i,-u/:.‘rr'frmnu.ff', and, .uu.l‘ wn‘r‘km‘g-r]ﬂlun and utilisation .scheme
have been going on in full swing, not only as a safeguard but also as a protective and

CrENeTriatl SASUres. . ¢
r%u:\%ll.fl;-l}?\l[il)li;':\l;"\"r\'l’[*l .\I(_-)()I{l'll{‘llil-‘t: I\‘ll.:ly _} mtervene ? How much money has
been provided in the Budget for the working plan :

The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: It is as much as it was thought

necessary for the purposc (lowd laughter). — Mr.  Mookerjee and his Friends laugh.
But [ C'1)n imagine they might hardly doso il they took the pains to scan the Forest
Budget. ’

We have also to think about the post-war "'ff:(.)‘nstru.v.]txm schemes for which a sum
of Rs. 25 lacs has been set apart from which Forests may be expected to have a lion’s
shaf‘i{m‘. BAIDYANATH M()O}i l-LR‘]EE’; Not even a rupee.

The Hon'ble I\’iﬂ“l“—\"i I\IIUI\H\\'V\['VAI\ ALL: Slr’ further _plzlns and _schemes are
being called for and as soon as they will be ready, we shall 1gain be coming forward
with a Demand for Grant ol the necessary fund by the \"ole of the House, But, T have
great doubt, Sir, if the hon. lt,u:-l?;lllp_tcr has been able to grasp the Forest Budget

1 " 1rpa 1t re penetrat -

Whll\?ll; li':::ﬁl.lII'Ef;(;:131}\/112'1.01\/h}okcrjt:e has also drawn ppinted attention of
to our cinchona scheme. He thinks that the pace is very‘slow_ B
have to state that we have adopted a very bold scheme tm‘_ the cu
in this Province. We have already launched a scheme for working out .
acres per year of plantation and we have combined bo'th gze Rrws‘zan and the ordinary methods therein
together.” Tt will cost about one _lac 511111ually ap we expect .that 111 course of about 30
months or so we shall be getting cinchona under the Russian method. Ags we have
combined hoth the Russian _nnd.thc ordinary mcl];ods t(})gcthel.’ W s00n expect widld ne
t}}e Riissian mctliod 5,1'17\"656}:11‘(5:1(] in about 30 months, alt hwough the ordinary method will
§# lIi/.S[YYHilISnI.nFiiJ;Fd I\}I/r. Blennerhassett has stressed on terraced cultivation,  we
think this is a valuable suggestion. Tcrrfxced cultivation is to be done mostly in places
which are included in excluded and partially excluded areas and they come llnd};r‘ ¢ 1(les
purview of His Excellency the Governor’s - jurisdiction. I had a discussion i, H'e
Excellency and 1 am glad His Excellency has assured me thag he wisheg to fall in 3 .
. with the policy pursued in non-excluded areas. ' n line

*One of the hon. Members from Sunamganj, Mr, Apb
mentioned that already there are 2,500 acres under which jheg
"T'his is so and with a view to grow cinchona plants in

_the Hon, House
ut for his edification,
Itivation of cinchona
as much as one hundred

dul Bari Cpq
ming has hee
those areas up

le hu_[‘y 5 has
n prohibited,
disturbed by
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That indicates the policy we have been pursuing in our efforts in this
As I have already stated we have started a bold scheme, and one hundred

T'his causes us a
the country where

Jhooming.
respect.
acres to start with per year, cannot be a matter to be trifled with,
tremendous labour difliculty and other difficulties in those parts of
malaria curse is also very virulent.

The same hon. Member has suggested scientific research, ete.  Scientific researches
are carried on in other places, and we should henefit by their experience rather than
hurry through a research station here.  He has also urged that some students should be
sent to Mungpoh for training. What I did was to send  the  Junior  Conservator of
Forests to Bengal to study on cinchona cultivation.  He had also previous study in the
matter, and alter his recent study the Junior Conservator has submitted a comprehensive
report, and those who are at work are trained accordingly. So far as our plantation
work is concerned, we have not received any complaint on the score of inexperience.
And if I feel that steps in the suggested direction are necessary, [ shall try to implement

my hon. Friend’s wishes.

My hon. Fricnd Mr. Blennerhassett has brought one other matter to our notice, 2iZ.
the necessity for starting Kheda operations in order to prevent depredations caused by
elephants.  We have already taken steps, though not in the shape of Kheda operations.
We have increased the number of seats allotted to those arcas in Mela Shikar, and
shall consider the [casibility of starting Kheda operations as soon as possible.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDIHURI: On a point of information, Sir. In
view of the fact that depredations are causcd to the Aus crop, and Kheda operations
cannot be undertaken before the cold weather, will Government consider the desirabi-

litv of iatroducing Gajali Shikar ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : I have already taken this into my
I have passed erders on a certain petition [ received, increasing the
act, and examine

consideration.
rs concerned to take note of the |

seats and I have also asked the office
the necessity of their further increasc.

One hon. Member—Mr. Balaram Sircar—has complained about the timber rates
and the losses that are being incurred by the timber traders in the Surma Valley. 1
also received a rcprcsentati(m from him the other day. I shall carefully consider his
suggestions and pass I’l(,‘:(',f',ssal'}' orders as (:;tr[y as pr_)ssiblc.

Sir, Mr. Mookerjec has suggested that if Government are unable to grow
cinchona to the extent the desires the Government should hand over the matter
to a private concern. One private gentleman approached me, over and above

He had a discussion with me and he submitted a petition.

Mr. Mookerjee himself.
have held thatas Coverpmest have in right earnest undertaken growing of cinchona
lants on a large scale, this is not the time to consider his petition. I have therefore

rejected the petition. At the conversation which Mr. Mookerjee had with me, | made
that view point qutfc clear. T am sorry, Sir, I could not accede to his request. Need
1 tell the House, Biry, Govern?ncnt are no Ics.s anxious than Mr. Mookerjee or any
body else to sec that cinchona is available in this Province not only to the extent of the
province’s needs, but also-for export to other provinces and countries.

it has been quite clear to the hon. Members that the Government aré

I thi[’lk, Sir,
not sitting idle over the matter. They are not only anxious to expedite the matter, but
would move with electrical speed, if that was possible.

The Hon’ble ’the SPEAKER : What does the hon. Mover propose to do ?

Babu NIREN DRA NATH DEV: Sc_> far as my point ofrijnd?scriminatc cutting

down of trees 1S concerned, the Hon’ble Minister has assured me that no such cutting is
oing on. With regard to the other points raised by other hon. Members, I do not

Think they have been satisfactorily met. So, I do not take the risk of withdrawing the

Motion. -
Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, Order, the question is:

The
««That the provision of Rs., 7,55,990 under Grant No. 5, Major head—10.—

Forests, Min_or head—B.—Establishment (total) at page 40 of the Budget be d d
by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount ol the whole grant of Rs.gl4~,4.9,200 do sta%ld rcdiﬁ:elclicf)y

Rs. 100.”
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The Assembly divided.
Aves—I18.

Babu Nirendra Nath Dev.
Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
Mr. F. W. Blennerhassctt.
Dr. C. G. Terrell.

Mr. A. Whittaker.

Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.

Mr. Binode Kumar J. Sarwan.
Mr. Jobang D. Marak.

+ Babu Sanat Kumar Ahir.

ot et Gt bt o et fod pod okt
-1V Wl — O

Noes —34.

1914.]
1. Babu Akshay Kumar Das.
2. Mr Baidvanath Mookerjee. .
3. Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi.
4. Babwu Bipin Bchari Das. _
5. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta
Chaudhurli.
6. Srijut Ghanashyam Das.
7. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen.
8. Babu Lalit Mohon Kar. o
9. Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudburl.
1. The TTon’ble Mauiavi Saiyid Sir
Muliammad Saadulla. i
2. The Hon’ble Mr. Naba Kumar
Dutta.
3. The Hon'ble Maulavi Munawwar
Ali. .
4. The Hon'ble Srijut irendra
Chandra Chakravarty. _ )
5. The Hon'ble Khan Sahib *.\1:1111‘:\\'1
Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhurl.
6. ‘The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Nath
Saikia. .
7. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul Matin
Chaudhuri.
8. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mau-
lavi Sayidur Rahman.
9. The Hon’'ble Miss Mavis Dunn.
0. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath
Brahma. .
1. Srjjut Joges Chandra Gohain.
12, Babu Kalachand Roy. 3
13, Rai Sahib Doulat Chandra Gohain.
14, Srijut Surendranath Buragohain.
ig Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.

1944

Maulavi Abdur Rahman.

I7.  Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf.

18. Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan Mu-
hammad Ahbab Chaudhury.

19. Khan Sahib Maulavi Muhammad
Amiruddin.

20. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.

21. Khan Bahadur Dewan Eklimar
Roza Chaudhury.

22 Kh?n Bahadur Maulavi Keramat
Ali.

23. Maulavi

Muhammad Maqbul
Hussain Chaudhury.
24. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur

Rahman.
Maulavi Naziruddin -Ahmed.
26. Maulavi Sheikh Osman Ali Sadagar.
27. Mr, D. B. H. Moore.
28. Mr. CG. W. Morley.
29. Mr. R. A. Palmer.
30. Mr. P. Trinkle.
31. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin.
32. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
33. Rev. L. Gatphoh.
34. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari.

25.

The question was negatived.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 14,49,200 be granted to defray the charges which
Will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1945,
for the administration of the head—¢10.—Forests’,

The question was adopted.
Adjournment

Shillong :
The 28th April 1944.

A, G, P, (L.A.) No.245--122-4-2—3-5-1944,

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 A, ., on Saturday, the 18th March,

A. K. BARUA,
Secrelary, Legislative Assembly, Assam,



