g

by

——




>
E roceedings of the Fourteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government of India
Act, 1935
’ DL LI

| The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 A, on Thursday,
the 1oth NMarch, 1944
PRESENT :

- The Hon'ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble
e 11lll‘;!t'l'.\' and htty-two hon. Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(to which oral answers were given)
Traineces for Civil Defence Service
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOC YKERJEE asked :
*51. (q) Is it a fact that the seven gentlemen who were deputed for training
At Hyderabhad ftor Civil Defence Service have all failed ?
() Will Government be pleased to state who made the selection when
lh".\' were deputed 7 ) " e
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi  MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI
Teplied -
S1. (a)- -Yes. ) } .
(6)—The selections were made by Government _who, in the case of those
Who were already vnlpl()}'Cd in the Department, were mainly guided by the advice
O the Director of Civil Defence. s L SR .

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE:  Was any application called for
‘"lln:mg the incumbents, or was it done ar?ntr;\nly 2 - )

The Hon'ble Khan Sahib Maulawvi .\[Ul){\BI}IR I’IL‘Ihb“\IN QH:‘\U‘DHURI:
A‘I)I)]i(::ltimn were received by th“_ Director of (_"41\‘1} l)clcnce. and interviews were
Branted 1y ‘llilll from time to time ; from these applications selections were made.

i Paddy shortage

Mr. BAIDYANA'TLH MOOKLERJEL asked : _

*59  Ape (overnment awarc that 5.1101‘[8‘.53"!.‘ of cattle _and man-power and
Prevalence of epidemic discases are 1'(:31)011\'11')1:: ‘iur thc_dccrcasc in area under paddy ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA I\UL\-I:\I_{ DUTTA replied:

52.. No. Thereis no decrease in arca under paddy. .

Mr., JOBANG D. MARAK : May 1 l\:n.ow from the hon. Questioner, if he can
Cnlighten the House in what particular localitics, areas under paddy have been decreased
N the Pravince and by how much ? We would like to know, in which particular places,

€Crease has heen aflected and how and by how much ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The ‘Government answer is “No.  There is no
decrease in area under paddy” and the hon. Member wanted to know whether there

3 Way any decrease or not. ; ,
‘ Mr. JOBANG D. I\/IARA_IE :  He may have personal knowledge, Sir.
\ The "Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Personal knowledge is of no value in view of
Government reply. A -
Personal Assistants and Stenographers to the Homn’ble Ministers
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKEK]JEE asked : )
#¥53  Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the
names of Personal Assistants and Stenographers to the Hon’ble Ministers showing their
W) qualifications (%) length of service (i7) present pay (iv) scale Of_ pay (v) age (i)
t the name of the Hon’ble Ministers to whom attached (véf) the minimum qualifications
required for such posts (viiz) how many of these persons possess the minimum qualifi-
cations of Personal Assistant and Stenographer to the Hon’ble Ministers ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied:
53.—A statement is laid on the table.
L)

from
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1944, | QUESTIONS 329
$Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The

number given is ten.  Out of
twelve only nine have got the requisite qualification.

May I know from the Hon’ble
Prime Minister why the other three were taken in - without having the minimum
qualification ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi S.li\"i(l Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: There is no
minimum qualification as regards  stenographers for being Personal Assistants to
Hon’ble Minist-rs. [t is only when their services are utilised to report the proceedings
of the House of Legislature thata minimum qualification of 150 words per minute is
required,  Now, as nine such qualified stenographers are available, as a matter of cour-
tesy to individual Hon'ble Ministers, we have allowed them to keep as their Personal

Assistants those who are persons of their choice though they have not passed 150
words test.

+Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: To become the
Hon’ble Minister then no qualification is required ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
required which is the requisite qualification of being a Reporter.

+Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Whether any minimum qualification is
required for being a stenographer to an Hon'ble Minister ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi ..‘4;11)-1(1‘ Sir .\.IL I.I:\..\IM.-\D SAADULLA: 100 words
per minute is ""‘l“i’“l {or being a ‘S'[“(‘l;(‘lq.t-.l;tl Stenographer,

$Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE:  Am I to understand that all these twelve
]];1 r o b i[i(‘.‘ltil)n ? .

" IL’hJ(l 1“[1(',‘;.31',111:1].\1.-mlawi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Excepting one

It is alrcady mentioned in the list. ? )

stenographer of an

150 words is not

Applications from Secretariat Assistants for better jobs

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked:

*54. (a) Will Government be l?“'i""s{:".“’ state whether they have refused to for.
ward applicagions et e bt,“ly.ll.(-tzul?t ;i’si.tl;.?u-us [ur\np.plymg for jobs on higher initia]
: ! SN ' oller of Rationing, Assist: > B i o
E)ay such as Ahhl;l.l_nl Contro 8» tant A.R.P. Olhtms, Lextile

nspectors, cte. I sile

(b), I1f so, why and under what rule ?

(¢) Will Government be plt;.:mcdll.u lay on the table a statement showing |
many of such applications have so far been refused ? (To be  shown cmnmun&it ]OI;V
community.) =

The Eenhile Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA conlicd
54. (a)—Yes ntlv deci '
(h)—Government recently decided that the Centra]

Gover
S y ; nmen
uppliCations of Go\rermncnt servants for other posts must be

t's rules aboyt

ado : ‘
(¢) —Surma Valley Hindus pted 1n. Assatn.
Surma Valley Muslnns - 3
Assam Valley Hm(_lus 3
Assam Valley Muslims 4
Tribal Hills :
A statement is laid on the table. _ e

STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO STARRED .
ASKED BY MR. BAIFDYANA I'H MOOKER]JEE AT THE B%g(%ETION No.54
OF THE ASSEMBLY, 1914, . I' SESSI0N
Surma Val(e_y Hindus ’
1. Babu Provash Chandra Das.
9. Babu Amrit i.ai Cihaudhuy,
3. Babu Nagarbasi Deb Mahara,

e
T Speech not corrected, T —



330 QUESTIONS [167TH Mar

Surma Valley Muslims
1. Maulavi Harisur Rahman flii.lllt“;t::j.',
2, = Abdul Bais Chaudhury.
3. s Muflassir Ali Majumder,
1. 55 Ataur Rahman Chaudhury.
Assam Valley indus
. Srijut Nagendra Nath Chaudhury.
»s  Ramesh Chandra 1as, ‘
»» Kanuram Deka.
Anil Kumar Barman.

23

5s  Promode Kumar Das,

sy Ugrakanta Kakati.

,, Krishna Prasad Barua.
ss  oarat Chandra Barua.

SR Lo~

Umesh Chandra Talukdar,
Assam Valley Muslims

Maulavi Md. Sahar Al.

Syed Ataur Rahman.

t

nk:‘.aw-._‘

2
- Md. Hussain Al.
” Syed Ataur Rahman,

Tribal 1lils
1. U Mespot Kani.

2. ,, limolin Diengdoh.

tMr. BATDYANATH MOOKER]JEE :  Is the same rule applied in all cases or
only in cases of junior Assistants who are scrving in the Sccretariat 2
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILLA :  In all cascs.
+Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Since when ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  About six weeks

ago.

+Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Am I to understand that before that all
applications were forwarded ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILLA :  Almost all. In
some cascs, Heads of Departments refused to part with particular Assistants as |e was of
they were deemed irreplaceable in the Departient,

+Mr. BAIDYANA'TH MOOKERJEE:  In that case, do Government propose 0
improve their lot where they are at present 3 T mean when they are standing in therr
way of better prospects, do Government propose to improve the lot of those who were
refused when others were allowed to take advantage ol going to other Departments ¥

T'he Hnn’h]c_ I\/I.aulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We havt
adopted a rule which is being followed. It is unfortunate that some applications wer¢
forwarded before that rule had been promulgated while others came late, We are not
responsible for the delay in submitting applications by the Assistants.

tMaulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN GHAUDHURY: Is it a fact
that af‘ter{-tihls’;lljlg{/lsoﬁlc applications were forwarded and others refused ?
The Hon ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Ma
3 . B 4 : . < y IJC.
- ;[ Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Isit only applicable to Assistants of the Secret?
riat !
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMALD SA / ) p
apply it in all offices at Shillong, MAD SAADULLA: We want t
rVi(';['CI\/IpaulaVI ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know whether it is applicable in Edycatio?
8¢ : ? . v e e ve

The hhon ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: This rule i
Er'fgiaés e Shil‘]onlg: L Assistants i the offices of the Secretariat and Heads of the Depart-
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1s it no

s ° RN . T t better to state the rule ?
The Hon’ble Maulavj Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 1 am afrajd. Sir,

T Speech not corrected.
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1044 ] QUESTIONS 331

I have not got the rule with me now. I can ln-u-lI): say from ""_‘Ipf“}j i-h.:tl .pff.t‘nllqnlcnt
holders of [rosts should not be -‘!Il‘\\'l'(l to l"‘“-(' ,!Iu.”. l'—‘l_(‘ht‘l]l [J()hlh anc =pp Yy to ngher
posts. If anyone insists on applying, he must first resign.

tMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Then am I to understand that those who
- : i i ‘d are allowed ?
are temporarily apppointed arc ‘ e ) i ; ) ]

'[‘hf- Hon’ble  Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - Yes, I T re.
member aright, if his service is of less than one year. .

$+Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : May I request the Hon'ble Prime  Minjs-
. -:I we a copy of the rule so that we may be enlightened about the real position ?

'1"1”- Hon ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir:. MUHAMMAD SAADULLA Very well, Sir,
[ will do that.

Holding of a meeting in connection with Security prisoners

Srijut Gl IANASHYAM DAS .n»‘k(.'d_: ) )

*55 (a% Is it a fact that Mr, Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri, . 1. A., approached
the l)c.- .n.:l\- Commissioner ol Kamrup in the month of December, 1943 for pPermission
to hnl-(ll a meeting for discassing the desirability of rasing fund to help the depen-

; : g ; .
- : ity prisoners
ents of the Sccurity priso Sl = . 5
‘ (b) Is it a fact that Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuci
. - 5 I = 3 < > I 74 do \ 4 4 Te)
Comnissioner of Kamrup that the me S “”l‘lltl.nﬂt be large
and that only a few influential men of the district would be
< « ) L : - . b o
dcliberate opinion and help i lh(, HUECHE o e . )
(c) Is it a fact that Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri had a discussion about the
iilid oo Lcui )l"nu'(l meeting with the Hon’ble  Premier of Assam ?
il l’!)I iw it a fact that the Hon’ble Prime Mirnister assured Mr,
skl ( o for discussion ol the matter would not be i[lcgnl ?
511(.. 1 «l ITc (,tlllll--‘- ) i S e ()ll(‘sli[‘lls /”) 1() (f!) ;l])( ve b o 1 o S ) i
(e) If' the answers to L2 \a) to we be i the rlﬂl!iudtl\-’c
. . . U 7 ) ‘\\ > “ -; s % h ‘ i ¥
Govcrnmcnl be P[(.”q(-(l to .s[.ut- \\]?‘:\ NO permission was g:dn((d to hold the meet

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA veplied -

58, (a)- “Myr. Chaudhuri’s request was dated the oth January, 1944,

o (b)-—1he Deputy Commissioner understood My, Chaudhur
general public might not be interested ":l.ll(-] [‘llc‘ audience would therefore Brokat
be small, but the pblition to the Deputy (:_nmnus:x'wm:r was “to convene g Public mees; Y

(.J' L bout the desirability of constituting a committee for rajsipe fineds Ceting
e e ' lependents of those political orisamec? S “HAds in ordep
to give some aid to the dependents ~p pojtical prisoners®,

(¢) & (d)-—Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri, in one of his rl'Cquc

. : dme Minister, asked  his opinion whethew .. - L
with Hon’ble Prime Minis " v6 1 de ,11\ whether raising o Subseription f

and payment of funds raiscc e B S ndents of polidcal pPrisoners ,or

ted to by Government. The Premicr replied that private hel

assured  the Deputy
ly of public character

mvited to give their

Chaudhupgi that

) “’ill
ing ?

L 10 opine thay the

. ] : P to dependent
1y . . " s
prisoners’ cannot be illegal. - No question of holding o meeting or constituting aof Such
committee was mentioned by Mr. Chaudhuri, and therefore, no such mattey W pugl.ic
. : i ras o
cussed in that interview. .. . 5, . =
¢)--The Deputy Commissioner refused PErmission in the view that
S N 1 > < I3
meeting was not in the rP“}_)hc mt(,rr‘;st. such
TSl"ijUt ROI‘]INI I\UIVJA}RI FIIAUI)HURI . I‘IE]V.C (;()V(srnmcnt any Ob.
e i is held—a sms INg—consist] - - ectj
Sir, if now any l}lCC““S 15 -4 small mc?ctmg consisting o! representayj JeClion
people of that district to discuss this matter :

Ves of thé
The Howble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL. A . p
will be no objection 1l friends and supporters of such people meet -

robahly there
funds.

Ivately ¢q raise
Distribution of Kerosene in Habi
Maulavi ABDUR RAUMAN  asked -
*56. Will Government be pleased to state— .
() The number of kerosene tins allotted o H
month ?

ganj

abiganj Subdivision each

TSpeech not corrected, >



= QUESTIONS 16111 MaR

Lerosene in the

~'//,- What proc cdure has been adopted  for 0 i
. ’ ) . it s H et o] I
villages :
(¢ Who sclects the wholesale and retil deslers b .3 lisis. &
(d) How consumers are allotted 1o each ' S
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMNMAD SAADIULLA rephied
56. {’J}i_'(’;:{:;’l- tins allotted per month )

(b/‘ -f'\f'[l;"'l." 5 "”:":"hrri ii”"”;"éi wholewales cretedd 1y itue oatl -):!lll.illi(‘ﬂ
' RLITAGA 1 besed v Lh I <.
Choukidari circle are pepged to thiemn I  ilers are allow-

The retailers or each
s have been

ed kerosenc at four tins per 100 amilies 1er month Tovelin ichvogl €
iS_‘ﬂ]fjl'l to ’:“”:h t;““”'." to cnsure ’J;;_.r;I",' ol hits share 11 A [ 1 .r.-..-. ,t'f‘.l'l 11 SCers
maximum per month) Irom the allotted keroswene 1n s cire . Pea pardens are also
sup;:li::rl on tlli“: b_.m’l'a' but the retailers, permit for tea vardens are s 4 wenerally to
Managers. Priority con surners, e. g, Ofhices, Thana I)ing 1 1 clc.. also get kero-
sene direct from wholesalers. In the town, ration cards were vl ned supplics made
by ;"P!’r”:“':'! I".m”"."" accordingly. For special purpose, namel e Sradha, rut.'

issued on a fix-d scal g et Goab it wierek ' cailelindonial ration are

special pr:rmin are ol y' 1o
functions. e.g2., ld-uz-"Tnwha, Thcapuaja, ot

sued for relizion

alsr; 15 ; ‘
f{/' -W f,'“lr"t‘“]‘."‘ are seleld teech by 1espe tive o1l comng e .l':v{ 8% l.lill't\ ll\' (hl‘.
Subdivisional Officer. '
(d)- Retailers are generally selected for each choukidari heat and  people of
the heat arc allotted to the retailer.
‘ B ’ T ) - i
/ . k o i ' ) }
J)[, f( 1(/\][\1\\ 5 DT, ..l-jj !r-;,:ii] 16 .'rIJI". 1) (_)II('-\“..“ :\11',)(; (U),

fram the Hon'bie Premisr
]‘(’}.('l\'('(l ])\' (l]c

Maulavi AB
the number is given at 6,287 tins per month, Moy P e
whether it is 2 fact l.h?li oul ‘ff_”ﬁh allotinent a percentage is kept
Suhdivisional Authoritics in their hands ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHANMMAD SAADUILILA : 1 am not aware

of that, Sir.
the maxi-

l{.A[j\i.’\.\;: .“‘.::], rl‘) (i'fl.\-'f'|“lllff]]| “J”\illl'[‘ Ihill

Maulavi ABDUR ;
ent of 1} scers O kerosene per month fo o cach of the iz Lamilies is quite

mum allotr
inadequate ? Ties L) Spsas ) .
T]hf: H”“q,]c: ;\/};tll]it\:’l Saiyid ..‘wn' ,'\1‘ AAMMAD SAADULLA ;1 silmit that, Sir
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR Cl IAUDITURT : Ty it o faet, Sir, thot the students—
boarders of the hostels, cven 17 luding the examminees arce allowed only halt a2 seer of

1 for ¢ lee month 7
kerosenc oil for a Wil JaFERES 5 e
( The Flon’ble Maunlavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILLA: 1 am not aware

quantity cach ”““_!'?Tll recelves in the hostels; but I have already admit-
ted, Sir, that the FAROR :.1r£-1 &;:ry inadequate not only for the students but also for indi-

2 2 e .. are he e s ) ) 7
a] familics. We d!lz. help ' ;.51, in this matter, for the quota of kerosene thit has been
has been made by the Central Government el wrei e Ehi omer s

allotted 1o Assam,

ment of Assam. 11 . ' o | |
BagT R(')}I]N‘ K'bNIA,R (_‘HAI_:'I)HURI . Sir, in view of the fact that Univer-

i i Exami“““‘ms ‘:l“ ?—E‘Jlll;g?r -””’ will Government be pitfusr:(l to order for giving increas-

4 e ¥ th? Tfl I;?Lz‘lal:??f”flh :1'7'”1 also up to the middle of the next month ? ‘
The quo . 0 ““;df'm:s "le'.d Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  If we arc to in:

crease the QUr)l«:(.paly;'r;; s ilif,u: w1]]1 be proportionate e eiicush 1a s PR on

. v rate s« my hon. I'riend S s that the [ ol S S
to ordindr’ o help the studengs : nd  want it the [amilies shoul
o to help the students | 1 will consider the matter, d be

: -der
starved i ()i_d BD[JR RAHMAN " 1} ’
Maulav! appﬂi“'-"d by the (_(-]m ave heard the Hon’ble Premicr saying that  the
; are <l : CoMmpanies 7 { e C anics
wlglO]CSgli:)b aPholﬂt l\t/lhe 1Wh‘0125alcrs, Rle 3 may [ know why the companices have heen
allow€ *hie aulavi Saiyid ;. 1
e Hor‘;iCd by the Inclt)-Bgrmab}l; MUHAM'MAD SAADULLA : "The Surma
Valley 15 o {1on of the Assam Gdvernm (‘.Ln,] Company whosc headquarters are bCYONd
the jurlﬁd‘(:' ted out to the higher ;L“tl](t::}i' When the rationing of kerosene was — start-
N ; ies that istri i ¥ i
) ] % i such a way that they may l'}‘(i illl--lt present distribution scheme should be
- . " - ) e g retatlers . 1 .
wnrk‘:vu king for them in normal times. Su])t-r{'.:‘ '(I,“'” e banil e T their sub-agents who
were eed O make these agents of the com il nment, alter considering every-
Pany as wholesalers, Y



1944, | QUESTIONS 333
Mauloi ABDUR RAHNAN:  Si

- do not Government realise the difliculties that
because these wholesalers are not within theis control, they may appoint their sub-agents
as they Like

Jhe Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyvid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  No, Sir, whole-
salers  cannot appoint any  sub-agent. The retailers are appointed by the District
Authoriues.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :  Mav I know, Sir, whether this Government have
any control over these wholesalers or sub-avents ?

" The Hon'ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHA MMAD SAADULLA:  Well, Sir, to the
extent they have to issue number of tins to the retailers ace
Subdivisional Officer or the Deputy Commissioner.,

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : But is it not a fact that these sub-agents are the
sole authorities to submit to the District Authorities  list of retaitters who carry on
the kerosene business with them 2 1 want to know, Sir, whether it is the duty of these
sub-agents or the wholesalers to send ]l\:l ol persons as  their dealers ?

The Hon'ble  Maulavi Saivid Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
correct, Sir, that the District Authorities or the Subdivisional Authorities make enquiry
of these  wholesalers with whom they are to deal but it is not correct to say that those
alone who are recommended by the wholesalers get retailers’ permit from the District
Authorities. : . ) )

Sl'iiul ROLI HNT N UMAR ('[l"\.Lll)l.“ Rl‘: In view ol the I‘ill‘.l that lhc clcctl‘iﬁcd
area in this Province is so ’*‘”‘"_I and in view of the fact that in some towns the electric
light has practically been denied to the Glyil population, will Government make a
further representation to l]l‘t‘ (l-u.\'{"l'nl‘l-}(‘tlt u‘l India to increase our quota ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I have replied
to this in connection with :umlh-vr (llt(:_slitwtl and T shall repeat it now that I have al-
ready made a vigorous representation to increase onr quota.

ording to the orders of the
as the case may be.

It may be

Srimangal-Teliapara-Tripura State Bound
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

#*57  Will Governinent lu: pleased to State—
'(u) Whether it is a fact that private lands were
some time back for the extension  of (he

State boundary road ?
(h) Whether the  lands from Shaistaganj to Teliapara for the said e
were taken possession of by Government before the ripened I ey
those lands could be harvested ? . Crops on
(¢) If so, whether the people were assured of

ary Road

> acquired by Government
Srimangal-T uhapam.'rripm.a

their

. due compensa; s

the crop as well as the land ? “eMpensation  fiyy
(d) Whether any compensation has been paid for the purpose up till now »
(e) If not, why not : : ow 3

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR AL
57. (a)__.YcS. . N
(b)—Some portion of lands were ¢
the ripened crops could be harvested,
EZ)) &3.[ t(::)___No compensation has
sary belore payment is made have not he

replied ;

aken possession of by Government befor
Foie

as yet been paid, as the preliminarjeg

cn completed, Neces-
TMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May 1 know from the Hon’ble Minister wi
acquisition took pli{\(&e ?] | MUNAWWAR 1en the
The Hon’ble aulavi M VWAR ALI: Te: t te
hand, Sir. cannot tell the hon. Member of.

TMaulavi ABD_U_R RAHI\/;[{\N : If 1 say that it took place
will the Hon’ble Minister take it from me ?
The Hon’ble Maulawvi MUNAWWAR ALIT:

if his information has been a verified one-

about two years ago,

I will take it {3 ‘
~verified by himeelf rom the hon, Member,

e
TSpeech M
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"f'.\i}il_ll}l‘-'i J\BIJI,'I{ I(,\II\J’\\ Mav I know whi uch o long delay has oc 1Il‘lrtl.
];' lore ] ‘ 'i"I:'i !‘”;)]‘. to [}]l‘ ];['("‘r'“l
Arc put on

Sir ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALLI :
()_”’15lif)!l, Sir, I would ask whether he verificd it. Somectiznes, Questions
rumours.

+Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :  While Mr. Marar was in charee of Sylhet dis-
trict as Deputy Commissionery the possession was taken over and the preople were assured
1 be paid compensation f r their crops and then they would be paid their

that they woulc :
C“”’I”zl:.‘i:xlinn for the land, but up till now not even a court hs heen imu].

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWIWAR ALL: [t 15 not two vears  sinee

Marar has taken over here at Shillong.

+Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Why there is such a delay momaking payment to
the pkr(;;‘,lt: whose lands were m:quirr-d i
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: If the hon. Member v desirous, Sir,
I shall enquire into the matter as quickly as possible.

+ Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know when the Hon'ble Minister received
my Question ? A

+The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI :
received a letter from the Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet on the 28th
connection with this Question, and to-day is the 16th day of March,

+Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Was it not desirable on the  part
Minister to make an enquiry why people had not been paid so long !

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: ‘That was not insinuated in this
Question, Sir. As the hon. Member brings it to my notice and as I have already assured
him, I shall look into it as quickly as possible.

+Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know the
for such acquisition of l;mr_.l B r n

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The usual
under the law. .
A int f Mpr. Surya Kanta Das as Lecturer in Zoology of Murari-
ppointment o chand College

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :
ent be pleased to state

when Mr.

I say here, Sir, that my Department
February 19441

of the Hon'ble

usual  period of  payment

period is laid down

M.sc., a non-native of the Provinee, 15

*56. Will Governm
ol Murari-

(a) Whether Mr. Surva Kanta l);fs’ tive
going to be confirmed in his post as Lecturer 1n 7 maligy
chand College, Sylhet ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that the  said My, S. K. Das was brought
to this service on contract bhasis ?

(c) Whether they arc aware that_there are some s off B Pradins

the ensuing M.Sc. LExamination in Zoology ?

appearing 1n

(d) Ifso, whether Government propose to make any provision tor them 2

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAIMAN replied :
58.(a)— he matter is under the consideration of Government,

(b)—Yes.

(¢)-—Government have no definite information.

(d)-—Does not arise.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know, Sir, for how lon§

?

Mr. S. K. Das has been in service
Nearly four

+The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
years.
Charge allowance to the Heads of the Departments of Zoology and Botany

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :

#59. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that no charge allowance is given to the Heads of
the Department of Zoology of the two Government Colleges of the
Province and also of the Department of Botany in the Murarichand
College ? )

tSpeech not corrected.
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fo €Whethar atas a tact that in other Departments of the two Colleges a
Professor is placed mn-charge ?

(¢} Whether itis a fact that a Lecturer has been placed in-charge of Zoo-
logy Department ?

f.-_l l} SO, '\'.‘El\ 4

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAH MAN replied :

59.(a)-—Ycs.
(h Yoo,
i ( \-f'\.

d The Murarichand College and Cotton College  have been affiliated in

Zoology up to the LA, and I..\'.c:. Standard only. Unless and until

bhoth the Colleces are athlhiated in /.unln:ﬁ-y upto the B.A. (P-'ISS o

Honows) Standard itis not necessary to create a post in Class I, Assam

F.ducational Service, ) _ ‘ .

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR (‘.l.-i;\l DHU l_{l P 1sita ‘Lu'l that Botany Department

in the Cotton College vas placed in charge of a lecturer for twelve vears ?

*The Hon'ble Ihan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN ; Yes Sir,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
to which answers were laid on the table)

Re¢ Externee Nilmony Barthakur

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:
%0. ‘Will Qovermmeny be ploasct S State—=_ ,
(a) Whether one Nilmony Bart 1asur ol Jibrugarh externed from the Assam
Valley applicd to the I"Inn..wl_c Premier in the 1gt week of Destrota
1943 for the withdrawal of his externment order ? ’
(b) If so, what steps have been taken by Government on the said applica
50, -
, : i
tion ! . . y ¥
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Si i\.[p-iF.\lxlIAlA}]) b‘\ADUL.LA replied -

10. (a) —No application has lgw'“ received by (rl)_\’t‘l'nmcnt since ‘]'uly 1942 1
he saw the Prime Minister twice since, and the last time was about a fortnight aeq ut
o 7 i is past activities, he was told by the Dy S'lt ago,

(h)-—1In view ol his past e 1’ g >V the Prime Ministey thin
he cannot be allowed access to the Lakhimpur and Sj rsagar districts,

Re Security Prisoners Radharanjan De and Chane

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:
41. Will Government be pleased to state— ‘
(a) Whether the allo.wancc given t_n'lllu mother of Ra(lhamnj
rity prisml_CI’ in Lll.tl Sylhet _|z11!), has been renewed noye
(b) Whether she is very ill m'hm‘],m : ‘
(¢) Whether they proposc Lo increase her allowance for heét ire
42. Will Government be pleased to state— . ‘
(a) Whether they are aw:ucl‘. _tha’t tl.{e (:1ec!1tnl's of Chancha] Sarma, 4 e
I)risoncll‘, have igsiltcl)l?;lg}:;c ?}Li)lt;u:sd)decgecs against him 7 urity
b hether they proposc ase parole to make o ‘
W his crcdil‘grs ? t : " settlement with
: do they propose to mediate with the following
(¢) If n:;tént () yC{nlmlqtn Commercial Bank, (éd) Surlllx]l% \]/C’:;illlleks {gor settle-
(iii) Sylhet Banking Trading Company ? Y Bank ang
The Hon’ble Maulavi Sa.iyld Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA S
41. (a)-—The allowance is being paid. p .
(b)—She was ill, and her son received parole release
have enquired about her present health.

*Speech not corrected, \

llal Sarma

an Des a secy-

atment ?
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(¢)—Government have consulted the Deputy Commissioner as to whether this
would be justified. '
42. (a)—Government are aware that this security prisoners is in debt. They h‘“‘e

no information of decrees passed,

(b) & (¢)—No. He will be allowed interviews, if necessary, in order to
arrange a settlement of his financial disputer : but it is not for Government tg
undertake the disputes on his behalf, nor can they release him merely because he is iy

debt.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI With repard to Question No.42 (§)
to say, interviewg

interviews be allowed for the purpose I mean

& (¢)—can extra
other than those sanctioned ?

‘The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
each application on its merit.

MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 will considey

Report of the Indian Jails Committee

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMA'T AlLI asked :

43. Will Government be pleased to state
(a) Whether their attention has been drawn to paragraph 52 ol the Report of

the Indian Jails Committee 1919-20 7
(b) Whether it is a fact that in 1889 Drs.
mended a scale of pay for Jailors rising to Rs.350 2
(¢) Whether in the Jail Committee Report of 1919-20 the recommendation
was that their pay should not be less than Rs.200 and the maximum

should be Rs.450 ?
(d) If so, whether any steps were taken by them to give effect to these re.

Walker and Lethbridge recoms

commendations ?
(¢) What are the scales of pay of an Inspector of Police and that of a Jailor?
(/) Whether Police Inspectors, Local Auditors, Stenographers, Sergeants,
Special Sub-Registrars, Auditors of the Co-operative Societies and J:tilors
are treated as second grade Gazetted Officers !
(g) If so, why Jailors are not treated as second grade Officers for the purpose

of travelling allowance ?
(k) Whether the Officers mentioned in Question (/) above are aliowed to
draw second grade Officers’ travelling allowance ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA 1¢eplied :
43. (a)—Yes, Government are aware of this Report and its contents.

(b)—The fact is cited in the Report quoted by the hon. Member,

(c)—Yes.

(d)—The hon. Member is awarc that the recommendation mentioned Was
made long ago, ar}d there have been several reviews since, as reports of Retrenchment
Committees appointed at the instance of the Assam Legislature.

(e)—Inspector of Police : —
Rs.175--25/2—300 (old).
Rs.150—25/2—275 (new).
Jailor :—

Special Grade Rs.275—25/2—300 (old).
Rs.225—25/2—250 (new).

Ordinary Grade Rs.175—25/2—250 (old).
#yand Rs.150—25/2—225 (new).
( and (h)—None of the classes mentioned are in the fullest
. st sen azetted
Officers, but they draw their salary on Gazetted Officers’ bill forms. All exslg:egrffzﬁlors

are in thtz S;FCO,_}.}% grade for travelling allowance.
g)—1here are a number of other officers of a i imi
! teer: pproximately similar pa
status, who are not in the second grade and Government are reluctant to mﬁkz any

upward revision.,

and
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Prices of daily necessaries of life

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked : . .
41.(a) Will Government be pleased to state whether there has been a rise in prices
of daily necessaries of life compared to the pre-war price level ? !

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to lay on the table a comparative state-
ment showing the rise of prices of various articles of daily necessaries of life, year
by year, since 1939, onwards up to 1943 3 ‘ !

" "The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
44 (';:)- Yes, as can be scen from the statement of Index Numbers of wholesale
prices shown below.

early Index Numbers of wholesale prices of the daily necessaries of life in India.
T G " (Base: 19th August, 1939-==100.)

i Wheat Tea Sugar Coal Leather © Kerosene Cotton
t manuface
tures
1939 & an o .
December ot I e e EE i . - =
1940 36 90 ¢ )
December - 140 loo 136 0( 08 107 124 118
1941 219 122 11 5 '
December g2 172 212 22 4 115 117 140 199
1942 2199 163 120 158 ‘ g
December - 218 Ao ' ; t ik ks
1943 27 260 151 226 7
December 512 379 ' : b Lz 381

(b)—.—ll)ocs not arise.

*Mr. R. A. PALMER : f‘\«lr.‘ S])(‘ﬁ?{(‘r,.Sir, in the list of Indr:.:c for tea, I sce that
the ﬁﬁl“'f‘.' l‘m'. December 1942 1s given “15 1(;3, Wll-CI‘C_ﬂs _thc figure given for 1_94-3 1s 260,
Will ‘the Hon’hle Minister please .Con,f".m L "‘:tqh.m tI[IIS- = C?rrf‘:t ! According to my
information the wholesale price (.)f lcxﬂrgﬂzn\l\ciligjugnét 1942, :

*T'he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid b‘f pe " _»AADUL;A: Sir, T was asked
to state whether there was any comparative statement in the Province and 1o lay that,
Ifice suggested that as we have got no_slatc;;}lcntlx:vc shquld simply say that we have
BOt no statement. But I suggested t_o the ]0\ ICCft l:;t the ﬁgu'rcs which are publisheq
by the Government of India as Index e 1101(’;Sr1!0 prices should be copied. |
think it has been copied from that. I LS“-“;);‘V??U«;Z 1safe for the accuracy of the figure,
for, 1 myself have found that for Dbccem cl < bt e lIndex price has risen ﬁ'?m 1943, 1
have kept, Sir, the figure that has been issucd by the Government of Indj,. Assam
Government have no Index prices.

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS -
GRANT No.34.

(85-A — Capital outlay on Provincial Schemes connected with war)

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid %‘1' M_UHAMMAD SAADU]_JLA: On the recom.
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a gy,
not exceeding Rs.46,60,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come iy the
course of payment during the year cnglmg_ on the 31st March.1945, for the administra.
tion of the head ¢ Capital outlay oan rovmcu}l schemes connected with war®’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The Motion moved :

“That a sumn not exceeding Rs.46,6_0,500 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment d}ltmg the year endl.ng.on the 31st March 1945 for
the administration of the head “Capital outlay on Provincial schemes connected ‘wit},
war’?,

e e - *Speech not corrected, .
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There arc as many as 38 Cut Mation: tabled, d i pears that thiee schemes of
Government are to be discussed in connection with this Dennand and the time allotted
for this is ],';:th hours. (-).”":'li”“‘; have taken half an hour only.  So, from the (‘)_ilc‘:;linll
hour we get half an hour’s time for the Demands for Grants. Is 1t the desire ol the
House that extra time should be entirely devoted to this Dermand only

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY :  Sir, it will be sullaent b 45 minutes
have been allotted to «“I'ransfer to Revenue Reserve Fund v balt an hour for
#Civil Defence.”

ninutes inay be allowed for “Givil

*Mr. D. B. H. MOORE : Sir, another fittecn i

Mr. Spr :=!.r'1_ Sir. I would Tike to have a

Defence.”
F. W. BLENNERHASSET']
this beneh wants to talk about

Mr.
fair time on the subject of “Post-war Reconstruction’, a
electricity this morning.
Sl’f‘::\":l‘;]{ . With I!'-".:Yf] 1o thit )emnand (zrant ..\-11.3'.1_-_
Motions tabled, T thnnk, 1l one Cuat Motion is
So. I think, 45 vnnutes will be suthicient,
chemes to be

hydro-
The Hon’ble the
although, I find that therc arc six Cut
taken up, the whole matter can be discu sed,

Under this Demand-—Grant No.3 i we have three very smportant
dealt with, and they arc (1) Grain Storage Scheme, (2) Provincial NMowor ‘T'ransport
Organisation Scheme and (3) Standard Cloth Scheme and for cac ho ol these subjects
it wo Id be desirable to have a separate  allotment  of - time  within  the tlime
allotted for the entire Demand.

With regard to the scheme  for Provincial  Motor ‘Transport  Qiganisation
the hon. Mecmbers will remmember that  a  very tmportant aspect af lll:u,
scheme  was discussed  in connection  with the  Resolution which  was

moved by the Hon’ble Premier  the other day, and the matters  which
were discussed  then should not, I think, now come up for ol 1k
connecction with  this Demand. But there are  other aspects oi the question I‘Clillinq
to Provincial Motor ‘T'ransport which may be discussed now. 5o, hall an hour’s time
will be quite sufficient, I think, for this fmh_jq;m, I'he rest=of the time allotted for this
Demand will be given to schemes Nos. (1) and (3.)  Now I want that the first scheme
be taken up for discussion.

Of the various Cut Motions there arc some which want to raisc the question of
policy under this Grant and there are some also which want to raise discussions about
some particular points coming under that scheme.  So, it would 1ot be proper to take
up those Cut Motions which would give an opportunity to the hon. Members  to
discuss the various important points wlu(:l_l would naturally come under the question of
«policy”. Now I find that the Cut Motion No.l standing in the name ol Maulavi
Abdul Bari Chauc_lhury_wams to raise a discussion for devising a well planned scheme as
per recom mendation of the Long-term Planning Committee for procurement of food-

Motion standing 1 the name of Mr. B.

grains in Assam. There is another Cut
Mookerjee and this is'No.15 which is much wider m scope than the Cut Motion tabled
I would therefore like that the Cat Motion stand-

Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.
n the name of Mr. Mookerjec be moved, if Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury has

by A
ing1
no objection.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : I have no objection, Sir

The Hon’ble the SPEAKLER :  Mr. Mookerjee may then cominence tiu- iscussion
I request the h.nn. Members to be briefl in their specches, becatise there are 5(; mam;
other Cut Motions which are important and which the hon, Members Wryluld like to

discuss.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEL: Sir, 1, : ; .

AL AR EL: 5Sir, I Leg to move that the provision ol
155.3,88,19,688 under Grant No.34, Major head—85A -—Capital outlay leIlr(;’x{()vincizI
f_-,chenilgss Cc;“nr}llected with the War, Minor head —A.-- Grain Storage Scheme (total) at
page 2 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of
RS-4§5;h03500&f'10 stand reduced by Rs.100 h B

ave, Sir, tabled this Motion to censure Government lor their  inabilj
) _ Mo cens & he 1ability to cope
with the demand of the Province. Such a large sum  has been :11](){1::(3, for C1l},)i(;

*Speech not corrected.
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' Member to understand how  this money  was
. .. but it is impossible for any l'!nll.‘ Mem .(‘ Ocly & lump Sum provision II(I.S
purposc, . it and will be spent in future, i Bl o i v
Epes A ke P I: : ‘kine in detatls. In all i.lltlh‘.\ﬁ. such < og N e
been made which s lackn N 1 exnenditiore of the Proviitte in 1 vear _“(‘1 € T A
i “N-HH: -!fil.‘ )‘I »l.]'ml with fuller details. Now, f\l-l. "l‘ll‘. b l'ﬁr th?(\c
that, ought to .]'"!\L" ".',“ l(l‘.[]‘ it the Government want to ‘ll'l;lkLE a Ilt‘\‘&:l\-lt, e ()(]ﬁ
Memorandum, it will I”. r]‘.”.lllh“\.“iiu'(‘ I'he lag at the end of I“-N"%'.'.- 15" ’" '[: lu; 4 ‘r-
months’ requircment 1','1_ l l",.. 1‘ to meet the demand ol the whole vear 3 l--(.‘lnini‘-)n- ¢ C L'-
5Lk J“..#l?’-.l"."'f“ e ‘151‘1:1';:1‘” \\'i!'l be n-t[l:in'd for lhr('rll;‘wnllls “\(\l(\:,i :l::ct:!fn.{.)]ll(lﬁsll
b vhy such o huuge a i g ore than required for a reserve L ths.
::;1.“\‘.[1\: .'ll'l- the end ol |lu_' -'\{ll;l'l' '1;1 T:{‘_lﬁlltl\.“;',‘:ll:‘ ;l!t:x:ll 1 \\'le that the ]mn‘. Mcll)nAl‘n‘.rls\\.\'llll k.mcl-
Wvar and shove ;'[";l[.r:;[\‘x i"l.l‘c.wu‘h on this point, whether lilu' lI]l:i:‘k}cﬁ)::.1111;::; n:g;ﬁlost
; kD & BOTE 08 4 2 1y : rte rom outside, to meet the demi ; hs.
]iryn ;:~ lstm‘(' any _‘."l';””1"h\l“n:l‘llll-.:‘r:!t.“itl? h(L'ltim;-u-h\ a lin_lv wi-ll t‘(!lllt“\\'{l:‘i‘l \\\1\ sh;}ll ({md
I am dehinite, S, he [l.l_ lu-i:‘uﬂs‘ interpreted and explained in the Buc ‘n‘_‘ x\‘gllllol(:ﬁn u‘m
that this amount whlch 5 - otherwise and this lag will turn mnto  a lovs.  Sir, Tovern-
as a lag will be ki l]'-ulh— rticles, but there is no denying the fact th;\l. they are 11}1‘
ment is i mporting scverata It may be that in some areas they are mtppl}'mg lhosc. arti=
short of our “'(!“”('”"Im:]. ere is the general complaint and 1 do not think thr‘c 1S any
cles to some (-“t.m:-i;llumul(- who will deny the fact that we do not getl l)llj‘ requircments
hon. Mcmber in this - 1:(~<-,-im- demand. Tt has so I}:\ppvuvd_lh;u the Government |y
E¥en. tor mect OUt ]““M-il,)-[-(;- l;;u the way it is being tii.Sll.‘tIN.ll(‘ll'illl(l the deplor
got some stock. '\.”m(.\.: (:[‘ the officers, who are in charge of distribution, do not at
callousness on the ]"'”1]“.;1: present difliculty and sometimes the
L([’- {Ilu:]p lh(; Ii)l(l.,(])f:,llcl.lt::l and vital necessaries of life.
O 1C 11108

f'(lll.l[ to

as
Ilblc
2111 2o
people go without sOme

wse of rice and paddy in the Province, during the last

session, |
ting the Hon’ble Minister to lay on  the table all Ilhc tendeys
(&) o . LA N . st 5 ' ) :
he agreement made with Messrs. Steel Brothers and C‘omp‘m},’

As regards purchs
asked a OQuestion reque il S -
received and a copy of l] v were condidential documents. Sir, it is very difficult for me tqo
but the reply was ”mtll- 1: ply, 1 do not know whether it is casy lor any 01hl““hml- Mem.
understand this kind o ]llllh(-’ql‘ be kept concealed, specially  the Jerms  of ag8reemeny
ber or not. Why 3!‘”1}1 ‘ _U‘(,"l)urclmsing rice and paddy on behalf of this GO\-‘cmmcnt ?
with some company \\I' }(:11')(‘1.’5 have not even got the right to know the terms of i
How is it that I'””'_ _I\,P:.l [ understand that there are some terms which  are MOSt  op e
agrecement © Tlow es ]l;-t,(-Lionahlv. I'or the benefit of the hon. Members present hepe
i e “l;-)h\l\«'(.()i:ltllt‘ll'l. T am wrong, T hepe, the Hon’ble Ministey wili
I may mention a e
correceme. s responsibilities ol the agent, |1 undvrsmnc_l that _ll_lt‘. agent  ghal be

Sir, as regards ‘l-lcll:ib‘(? ol the types, qualities and quantities ol rice and paddy, e
responsible for lht.‘ Pltlo yurchase by the Director and shall be responsible  for u,‘,.rinrr
shall he called ”Im?( U-xllitit'h' it available at prices specified by the Director and ip th%
such quantities ane ; lcil prices as the Agent shall consider reasonable and Proper gy beine
absence thercol, {‘f "L:‘iCCSV in the best interest of the Government, Sir, a’ blank chequa
the most C?””OI;:(}-?(—]) Then ancther point regarding finance, [ understand that the t(?rn(ll
has been given : ' ‘
is as follows i y time as and when required on he application of the Agent’

| g ;I]”ill‘l-(}:(m Government will pay such Manacer on behalf of the Age y
Manager at Sh 5

2 nt suc]
. such Manager to enable hin to’ pure : 1
funds as shall be required by such Manager to enabie him to purchase ¢
D ol olle -

. : i, OMmmoditjeg or
e ses in connection with the carrying out of this agreement. . ©

will aut CXI')C“IL;':" said Manager and cach Assistant in charee of various brag sont

Wlll flu“]()l'lSC 1C bc . A e

ipts for all ches indjy.
nt and to grant receipts for all mone
represent the Agen o
dually to represel

. ¥S S0 paid., The

9 “shall bear the expenses incurred by the JPED OO il pem: o md anq
Government S.ldd for stocking commadities and also, if necessary, the cost of Sonstry
bui}dir}g require (l othés Hinldings required for the purpose™. In this al<o the CaC-
tion gi god()wﬁsrinﬁwv like. "There is nothing in the aprec c
spend as much « ’

cment to hill(l 1]1(‘.‘1’1] o wet 1
o f li [ & (-:l"()\'l'l'll l]]‘.‘]lt l)f'!blL‘ 5 }(’ndlllé-;" Eln'_\- “10“L’y. G(\\'(\rnl-n(.nt Sh'l“ J ] . 35 1;](:1
.l})|)[-OVil] ()[' . 1;('[ i]l(ﬂid(-ntﬂl to cost ol r_lt‘]i\.’(‘]‘y Lo L..'I(\)['ng(‘ \5’[-‘(!0\\'115: and ?J]H_\ of B O pay 1
l‘.XIJl)YlSL‘::' Ol anc < alsg

Very from
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storage godown to rail or boat :
not rf:dufrr- the agent ; 5 sat and all expenses of packi
y - - agenlts te = acking and sepairn
g Lot i v”rrr--;_‘nf il ;), lnlr ;flff any cxpense i ;ul«}-'::..,‘; e . ‘l‘_ 1Cparing bags and shall
.l_-—-’.. - - sle . -l & * . ; ) S .‘ ) - :
1 necessary to _“r,”””“ those  duti r :tur cxpensc and
' JLlr 1)
. sovernment  shall
A1 1] sl :
1 also against all claims

RS 1 £
noreover indemnifly the agents against .
actions ;l]’l(] I)l’)‘,':f"jiji“') ‘,.}“'_[hf-r -}.,rl;“ 34 -III :!’:U’!H];r rish
i e = T by buvers or se -
h(‘j”!_: t}ltli fhff Ciovernment ‘.“'i” > .'”“' crs ar ,f”!-j‘-', .!h(l _.:.;., I ”i fif‘i l
all losses arising thercefrom, I,r,,._,’-d”] " ] risks involved in the busi _‘ el .lr mtenuon
e mavgloigt By ot y hat such loss s i iness and will bea
P v h.‘ part of the agent or his serv Is not occasioned by oany g p~
I'hen, Sir, the Government will | i 18 servants in the perforn 2 any  act of
. K nt W year also all losse: i FEORVIEITEE ir i
stores awaiting "I".‘JIJ:HCI] o1 d!“_j““ t '_’ tl losses U’l or damiage t ( ) lil;‘!l duties.
i . Ansits i O, COMINO ics win
caused Dy any act or « e insits provided sue - dities whilst
i“,_pr,m;, I}; ,””:.l = ) ' nission on the part Gt b h losses or doamape e not
spoection : acceptance ; . 11 P i <0 ! vants.
I 1c r,f ;],,' rice :‘lnrl [1-'-']flv -,],-.][ i;fll 11.Iri iu; his servants -I.h[.
y ke T inacle ) I] - i ‘
y ic agent  at the
4 ‘ 1C

tirme r.;f rlf_:li'.'l:rj{ by the scller thereof.

' So f:'-.f!:r‘jlhlnf_{ will be done ],,l ”.”. e
(,_r)w:rnmr:n[ officer entirely rr;y,-],;,,,ﬁﬂ,]‘,. '[',h"“}'-, Ealiry
V‘-’I” };,} ;I(jfx,]-';ln(;;':ri [r: the agents IJY tha :r,t,i‘” chee ]:I'lf{ ol the stoc k siail

= » e AL L - LoV nent, y
[ MOOKERJEE: Then as u‘:'.’x:ril r l;lllufrlt“'l.‘l'l.
5 RS ussion.  I'he

Mr.
mission shall be calculated : .
:«d on the weight delivered by the sell
7 * seller to [[”. e
agrent  whether

[ e 1O
)y not know as yel, if there 1s any
money  that

come- !

1 or at  a railway stati i
ay ! 10N Or river . .
river ghat for rail or ‘-hiluurnl and |
HET no deducti
wction

to godow!
shall be made in respect of %5 : ,
and or transit T'he Jlr'zlul -.)EI:‘TS . ‘;_"ilr;]u after such delivery whetl
c R alc w e as [ = i ry whethe 1118
95000 maunds 1n a monthly 5“3f‘0|“,:;:”,Wh i=—on all purchases of li"r-‘-ll t:llnn,: storage
of 3 annas pcr maund and on ail pu __}"J, period, the agent shall be e .‘lll( - paddy upto
of 95000 maunds a commission « f'lj rchases ime o monthly "“'””mli. pald a ll'nmmlssiun
2V - » f 1 anna and 6 pi ng period i
he paid on the weight of the seller : ) pies per maund T n_excess
1im{- e i -u'![ju'zj = “V.csr,llt_:_]}u}ui not on the weight which -:l}ui commission will
= ’ actual delivery will he made | . b et :
. ] - ade hy . " . - ound 1
to any other party on behalf of the ("“'“""'f”m-nz the agent cither 1o the (;val'||||;c:u[2?-
Sir, such arc the terms and under these (-;”".“li‘ (
e -5l L ms our (over i
remier to take sovernment 1s e Eaild
ake up a bold stand and to chalk out 1: pnI;:t ;c(hn}g.
a well thought
(=]

he Hon’ble P
His

I appeal tot
plan so that he can save the people of the Provir, i
. ic 1 lead . P #ele o o s both from ruin ¢ ; i
present policy V{Il I the Provincee to destruction, OQurs is ¢ e el
prescnt palicy vl . s 15 a poor Province, we c:
with these words, 5ir, I commend my Moti " . |
SPEAKER :  As (l Y_ otion to the 3l(2('t'J)l:ll](‘.(‘. of ] :
s the allotted time for this (Ii%ru*;*;fnnlS oy
SCUSS 1s to be up

I‘}]('_ [}()n I)](’ }
c']{ lh )5C I, on J\1 ‘ N t P l . - .
s (11 ( . Cr Y ‘
']])( s Wll(’ Wil t(} Sl)‘”']( On lllq t() ])I a8 Illl:r
¢ l .

{0 12.50 only, 1 will a
that I may give s .
y give some time to the Hon’ble Premier to repl
& 2 cply.

1S pos.n;ib!c €0
Cut Motion moved :
of  Rs.3,88.19,6
D, ) y )88 Und(‘]' (1{_’1n
i3 srant N() 34« h,l’ *
* ] a]or

¢« That the provision
ital outlay on Provinci
rovincial Schemes connected  witl I
; 1 the W
ar,

_85A.—Cap
r head—A . — Grain Storage Scheme
he amount of the A ,]C (total) at page 153 of the
¢ whole grant of Rs.46,60,500 (;((; Iil:dg([:t be reduced
stand  reduced by

Mino 4
oy Rsloos 1.6 t
Rs.1007 i ABDUL BA
Maulavi ABDUL E ;1I£r0(':rli-r11/2_UlD{—IURY: Mr. Speaker, Si ~
ial Governments arc not :1n’is;)I£Ecdt}1CfF f_OOd-grains
' 'd allamr.  Chese

:aro’curemcntll)) i 4
inly based on the recomme i
" n : A
hefore t.he Fourth AILIHEI]?-‘M%US of the Food-Grains Policy C ¢
Jon’ble Prime Minister o Assam D ia IFood Conference held at Dyll somimittee which
Assaln 1S supposcd to be based on thcsi'rarlso present.  ‘The policy of thcc “Glll which the
¢ has worked in this Prtg\xnce. ccommendations.  We will try toozfrmin““t of
The Government ob ASTam decide ce how far
I all surplus rice and padd ided as per recommendation
il Jained to the puhlicl Buyt Irn the Province. The obi(‘cts cc))ff }hc committce  to
iever exp - . " rom th ’ et this -cl
: : in the Food C e statement mad purchase wg
ga%};a;gehcﬁnbﬁgﬂytimc to time WEI:%;?SCC held at Shillong Cal;}c’l thf? Hon’ble Mini::;f.
: : o ath rom the
R hase for supplying & portion o) fe o B e den et ntended o
Lépp]yslvr}tgho:x}:ealfgi?rllg th(-‘l;nstg )lhc}{ndlan Tea Associatiolrllnarfgl the Basic Plan ; f'to
rns wi S he 'big t)Owns ;gécl;d!:f: for themselves, to avoid Cgthcr .il}dustrial ’cogl.-
stly to establish a Provincial 21;;}111011, to intro-
ve to serve i
n

uce ration
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times of need the requirements of the d:‘li‘- it areas. With Ilu‘_St"Ulh_llt.‘\"li ‘1:}(‘:‘“{‘\1\‘ l)ct;l(]ltl-
. i inted Purchasing Agencies for procurement of paddy .1._ C 168 oth
(’“\"'.'””“ e Jl,lmrl'”u the last four months, a period which may be considered as wvery
the Valleys. l,)‘.lf ]i‘(::lil'(‘ll 'n‘u other activity on the part of Government ln\\':ll‘_ds procure-
Sll-;t[r-ulo‘l\\.t.“[:,l:\;]f :)‘I food-gruins in Ih('. Province, :-xrvpling the appomtment ol
ment and Co .
Government ”g('”[\.l of India, in announcing their policy on the matter _01 procure-
The ('“w‘“mrf'. favoured a single procurement agency ina Provinee, “’.h‘('h‘
ment stated ”““..lll“.}. ‘Government procuring agency but which associated with itself
should be esscntially I.]!'ql extent possible existing  trade organisations. doubt very
and utilised to II": “-l -(".n'w‘-mc-nl made in Assam fulfils these conditions. The Govern-
much whether lh.( .'.“]'.l. e yublicity to their Food Plan for the year 1944, 1 read
ment of Bengal have give “'1 ]\(.l i,\-llhv I)c']'\:n'lmcnt of Civil Supplies, Bengal. Tt states:
from an ;m“”“”“.‘m-r.n.l.1::;1( yaddy on behalt of Government are entrusted to a Purchas-
““ All purchases ”-’ . tl-‘tl;,m- ]j‘"-m-_;' of very high standing with experience of the rice trade
ing Banrd i b tative of the Railways and two representatives of the Chambers
i”-““"ﬂ“]' e ]7‘-‘1')]H-M1-“:n‘ul and Civil Supplil's Commissioner is the Chairman.
of Commerce. I(l“} ief Agents, are to buy in  specific  districts principally  through
firms, (lc-sugll'-'tl"‘l S amongst rice and paddy dealers.  The Chiet Agents are not to
Agents ;‘I)I)m“;{(‘.((l. i:,‘-';;:u‘ld\' itTangnI on their own account.”
P““'h‘"“ W l ¢« Purchase may be made in deficit as well as surplus
Lhien, agam ation ol local reserves ; in the latter for the cre
. mclli i‘ur’_11;«;:;;‘;-‘.)1'2::1“) deficit districts and 1ationed areas....”
as well as for ¢ -

! know how far the purchasing scheme in Bengal s

2R e yted, it appears that they have at least tried to foll
mendations of the Go ernment of India, ~Tn Assam, it appears that the appointment
il M (,l”‘: last word in our Food Policy and the Government considered
that they had no & l'l; er responsibility to discharge.  Mr. R. H. Hutchings, Secretary
that they had no l‘u: t \lnl of the Government of India, in announcing the decision of the
el Dc’pa”il'l'us'lid ““ if procurement is 10 be successful, the provinces must
R 11: l‘ht‘- whole resources of their administrations and it IS upon the
bring to bear qu)l; e administrations that ultimate success depends .» E\'idcntly e
detcnmn_auon‘oi 1 1'r’n‘nt'nl of India had no effect on the Government of Assam —where
\;fords i thvvf;-g\:ﬁ]lo\-\‘t‘C1 to depend on their own  resources for procurement of food.

1¢ agents werce « : ,

:grainsf‘in their respective Zones.

The wreatest tragedy of the whole aflair is thz_lt th_e Govcrnmept have never taken

e o their confidence and they have maintained an  ominous secrecy about
LS PRl lm-olnsim.t scheme as if they were operating in the black market (jeqr
the wholc] Pu;llfti:udé on the part of the Government is mainly responsible for the widé
ﬁfg:ﬁ{)ug&sagﬂi“st the Government agents.

. . not know to whom they are selling—the difference v
A '1.1"3 gr?“’:ézn?zud a speculator has never been cxplained to them, be'i}l\1§e$u1ﬁ
hoVm nrr;cn selves do not know for whom they are buying. The Secrecy that is beip
Mot tained bout the rates allowed to the Government agents has had =
maintained by )Oqin procurement plan. It is responsible for shooting up of {he market
effect on the m‘ems began their operations. 1t has given a v : 2
wherever the agerally work in the markets and is responsible for depriving
agents_whc‘)_ geof their hard-carned paddy. We do not know what is the sense behind
of a fair p:t{cc crecy. I do not for a moment helieve that Government had adg ted
this plan o fse the benefit of the agents. Is it for profiteering on the @ s
th;s_ c%ursg Oirn ment have not succeeded in reducin
India qztmcnt of the agents—price being an unknown
St appt(?l amongst themselves, The poor cultiv
e c?mpenl};g rofit, which the Government wanted to
mldd}f?s"; pitl;, Sir, that the Supply Department of
not think it nccessary to regulate and direct the purcl

These

districts ; in the
ation of loecal reserves

operating. But
ow the recom-

factor,
ators are being f]
avoid, has remaj
the Government
1asing  operation

eeced and the
ned in tact,

of Assam did
on a planned
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basis. I !Jl':'v did not afford enoucsh facilin —_
(-'ﬂf)flt.’_fh stock to meet the J'l'r“li:i-”:,-“r. l,‘,-l “YI. r"""""‘ ki S could jprocure

()n_ another occasion o, much | ,-,;, J 3 “ e .
ment of the Government agent [ .‘”:”“h“':.' enciated on the question of appoint-
but it iS 1;1(: f}ijlifi',‘ i“'.‘f;]'.'f‘.ff 1 the purchis '-J.|i i iLis n i e vl s hach H.l.li!(‘l“ﬁ
C()“.’iff]f'!‘r',llifnl. ! hase which hould engrave oug 1ost kq-li!lilﬁ
The hon. Members ate well aware that the aman i I |
AT Ll sali crops have been very

'S - : 1 . T s - 1l

b yunteous 1 'h' I'“]““'()‘)!-l..‘” lhv- (n,-_{rlll’llr-!;l Torec.ed plrced

1S, 1 1l oo 5 ‘ jriace thoitn ol - v

: it ob it there would Le not le than one g ;lh‘"
LR ER (] 8] cCrLore mannds nf

four crores of mau
marketable surplus, which the agriculturists would be ' '
In;grk(;[, What ‘Jlfll'llll.? out of this huve ¢ |; H’l’l]f"‘ g ;"” '“.'3“5" "‘ tar hring Lo the open
able to procur® ?  Where has the rest .«,;,,‘. 2 ( _"-;l",_ :“'. Viguerinenl. Agcis been
tors, who, we If"’”" caitt B mlsles vovs e, - ih;_il ”-wl‘ "":‘. te) -_h‘- nders and spec ula-
torpedo the whole  Price-Control Seheme of ti % “'.,l...,l g8 ,”“:’ a short while and
in a position to mect the obligations :,r..:.-:l” b : |]‘ -l-:'““ nt. Are the  Government
think not. LR AR WA to time ? 1
Government may not :1’(hnit, it sie koo Tor  oortai:  t :
rationing in the towns . s yel in spite of ':}p'-il:.”;.-'..l,‘.-“ l-l‘t“". _l_“” been
i) jroatoed ASSUTANCES,

able to introduce
uflicient stock of food-grains at their dispe
g pEAss ’ )8,

as they had no s
rOVE ent have already been co;
A e -\‘ i iy been ¢ '-H|')l“”('f[ tor concede the right ol .
as they had not sufficient T ht ol purchase o the
sient machinery to supply it themselve Il
' g - ey

industrial concerns,
could not r:("r”]“:” the Indian Tea Association to take  the . Y
Government agente firstly, because the agents had - '”'“;1( i ,“,.‘i“””“"'_”*- from the
secondly, because the Association  refused g vl o 'l':”f' lill'..\lld.:,k in _hand and
s to their agents.  So apart from the cralrllt.-|ilir1;1 '”':‘”_".‘_’-':'I']r‘(:::\I'}"r“”“:m

ol : -iagents,

was allowing . :
e g sufficient gcope SaF <O yetition s .
and su”i} &) d”"'iri'li f"’m'f'r! 5 '”l l)‘-w'”” the Government apents in the one
- Z_”‘d s of he i’ ovi ol g B uding the tea indastry on (he i e 1 0 ‘the
pious intentions of the l’.])\'””"'ii (Government have been frustrived ' wis the
: e “1“:“(1 'U) ;‘Il"’l_“ o h:“{:t“ on the [)I‘-tt'li(::t] n[)--;-.’llirm ‘u|' the auo .
SufTicc it to say that 1t dic ["”)L work |Jn)])f:r|y for want of "'”l“'!'\'iqi,,“ o 1 ¢l_<_"(-!l-(:1(?s,
St . v . ¢ - s g ‘
SaE e o Wdutllj pll(;]“l facilities afforded to the avents, for want ll'”l ol Hie
e . e £ : tactics i " s i &
PP A e “f"tltL J Lll"u'l“'" of the sub-agents i nany places el popilet
s i . 5 1 - ) : By
I fesl, 241 -“Mt ' l";‘irn) (’f“l ate to constitute a Board as has been d y
For was successful OPEC n ol the procurement scheme, T submit (! s 0 Bengal.
tions and 1 do hope that these  will receive due con ,'rl : ¢ it the followine: sopmess
b I : i o . iy B i o o 4 &l * ~onsicderatio . i .
Hon’ble sl e (‘h‘”mf o SI-J!’}’]V and the Supply %‘g-m.t-‘g.u- .“ 1 the hands of  the
1) The agents should be directed 1o purchase  at a s )(-y-"[’ .
sib-agents. speciliecd  fixed rate either

srough the
shall operate at specified arcas

| J ficd arcas, and the same shall be notified (o the

‘ o th

ivisional icers : .
bdl:/lh(: i‘: aus'(ffr(lj(-lln and the Food Committecs
g spectes ¢ o f
I to be a hoarder or speculator  shall be ag ; d
sl - <ippointe

directly OF t
(2) Thay

mment, Su

Govern )
(3) No pers?l,
. s [ar as practicable the . ;
asu])-agc,nt. .IS-LQ P le the agents shall establish their contace :
actual Produet ot shall bear RSl T
Govcrnmgrl ear the reasonable cost of carriage, bao
other incidenta) Charg('s}'l i K¢ baggage, godown and
’ : urchase shall be  mzq _ .
ade under  the supervision ol the adminisirati
N 1stration

The . 1
r direct1d of the }G(I)Iv}crnmcnt of India
ents shall be direct ' i
o ted to geek the active co-operation of the [Food
6 00

as P¢€
P (6) The ah. 3 : %
: ich may be veste i :
mlttC(:?J W S . A % 3 Wl[]'l Sum(: P o o .
g;)lrr?xc Vlinister 1r]11thc Io}?d Clotifhferes icnt powers as stated by the Haoo’ble
. = ‘t < 2 % : »
(7) (}Mldt%p‘:l:cw'aicz Ogi.d [ril‘ir‘g’;v?n to Government pohicy and  (he rat s
circulat® 1ase thryugh the Sarpanches and the 101: coll-o s
Ce > Inportant

markets: rt facility sl
Transpo© y should he - 5

3 alforded for the movement of the foodoya;
i grains

1 -b_CCL » .
pUbh]sf these suggestions 206 given  eflect tc
A1 be minimised and a faj, to, I am sure, the scope for  corrupti
air price assured to the agriculturists pfton and
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A few words moire, Sie, and 1 finish, It is a matter of deep 1‘(6‘.1‘(;‘[] ll;:;‘: %i“‘(ﬁ;::{:
ment have not taken adequate steps  to control the ‘Ihmnl”si. : lll l'O wﬂ\‘ks. thcrc.
black market and smuggling will not be stopped.  During  the ‘IL\-[ Y :\1) difference in
brws Bopers 3 s tioEatile :--.vi:-'nu'n(. in th(-_ 1"».':10‘.“. .\I.l.t'k(‘ls .‘ln.d_ the s lttil o Tite shad)
prices in Bengal and Assam will be a big incentive for exporting outside. £

1oyt . L any cost., .
h:u"- l‘], i,r}.['\l.i,l'!ii{i'.‘-‘:’lhlln;;'“-.\itinijlr:' assured the.big gathering at the Sunnmganj Rzlll}'
that lliul'( ( .'1:‘:"(.'1 nment agents had not been granted any nmn}np()l}'.mr :»\ls G:l)\htélléllllzl:ltl'::
not buving for the consumers, the small tr.‘nl;-.-\- should not be 'u'.‘lh[h(.(-'“ Aot )(;n
issued I [1}“. Supply Sccretary .-\imulcl be \\'tl}ldl':!\‘\'lf. ‘Blf[‘ t.t‘n‘m‘strul 11 quo(_‘:[‘)l‘lltors] .
the authority granting P i'*-'.!“.I;Il'I‘ll.\'l‘\\ the necessity of MR“—Q-”U.‘.L. the sj . oI
LA he bondlide tre I's.

hoarders from _'”.' _" il“;::;{i.(l::;]]j(“‘l:i[“'('5- these will be an efTective weapon to check profi-

_-‘\-“ ""f-"“"I.“ “,"1 L exnort. Sufficient powers should be delegated to the com-
teering, l";-’”"ll”.': (.'(':Ill‘“,.('.[],-‘,,', I beg to suggest that the committees should be  alloweq
{:11:11]‘;},:;i,,1 :lh:-jilil'\ own president and secretary.  The Huhdi\'isinn:lll‘Qﬂfcers who

e ‘mbers of these commiteees should not be :1“9\\-‘1'(1 to PNSIFI‘- )
not ‘I‘f '.' ”_“ ']“ ubmit that Government should make no further delay in fixing the floor

o - 'lt“”\ '](1\;\..11!!(1 rice if []].-'\- want to :;.1\(: the ].)l‘il.‘i.'llltl"\'. g
price ol pac r day, Sir, there was a discussion about the rate of rice and padd

Ihe other day, ,,',,,i’;nul [ stated that T myself purchased rice at the rate ol Rs.9
I"("I'\'I-':lllillll\fi"lil[ SI”;-:.-:f:-li‘:::-tl a telegram only  yesterday on  the point. It reads as
per aundl. & ‘

'”“”‘:‘;5 A Pagla five Sunamganj six Rice Pagla cight Sunamganj ten™,

; ]}1‘.;1[(\1:((3'\;-(-(-‘tl-!;\"tl'fl . si:;lil-li' telegram  from Babu Gopendra  Lal Clmudhm‘y,
Tabicani where it 1s stated :— L 5
ll‘ll)l‘x?rtll{li].(]“:\{1;_112-(: 12—8-“, ]’11(1(1}' ()7‘0‘-”,[6'8;:}!‘-1‘1 ble Pri " \I 1etar

In the circumstances, 1 ll“!)c’ e 1-."1}1 ..“'] \1.01.] Bl .
way to fix a minimuim pl'if'(f, \vlllu.ll.lgil‘l’lll‘t.[ l({[(-( 1\\ Wy | ‘

-~ F. W. Bl.l-l;\*.\luRII.\_h-\Iu L e Speaker, Sir, whatever may e the

Mr. F. + Friend Maulavi Abdul Bari  Chaudhury in the Surma Valley, 1 stat
expericnee of my PR Far as the Asam Valley is concerned the Indian Tea Aggoer. -
most definitely  that so “sarsa > or paddy with anybody “oia
tion is not competing for rice o1 pf((¥ e e

: e A we-entered into an agreement with Government,
o _Sm_m.uul(- -‘l:;'v anv form ol competitive buying and to that end G
::1::;]?;;1(::’:11)]L“;“‘I‘ ‘u;'t;’ buy in any circle save within the circle area and

are

will See hiS

at Government’s
overnment made

: circle s a0 : ; through one may,

appointed for the purpose of I)uyn.lg ’mn that area at prices not N excess of the Price

i)lgilnq paid by Messrs. Steel Bros. in the area or at Government controlled pri i
b < ’ S

ever was lowest at the time of purchase. Failing ability of circle Grain py,

) - ! ch
officers to obtain their requirements, it became essential {or them to senq their requinse
m(‘nts‘ in tllc'fi)t‘|11 ol an indcut‘tln‘ough me to Messrs. .bteel Brothers. Ttis m es e
t;ib/ililly to allocate priority for transport, to recerve  bills,

- C x ?

X pon-
o generally admj
AUSE Most  ¢ircleg fo \

term  laid dow

nister the heme. But I can say most definitely that bec
ilﬁp(;ss'l“i S(t:n buy their own  requirements on the
sible

: n
; accepted  Government’s other alternativ :
Government, they have a i h SUVE Ut g5
l;uy from Messrs. Steel Bros. and all orders were piaced  on behalf of the In;j to
try by me to Messrs. Steel Bros. and for the privilege of ceasing to he i

. co T
IJuYCrS in the market; the.pl:ivilc.ge of ‘p]a}.fmg G‘OV(?I‘n.mcnt’s game., .Wﬁ pay GO\T?EI?EE;:
019, cess as Government's msu1aucAc against tlading 10§ses. Reahsmg as we o, th
because of market fluctuations Messts.  Steel Bros,’s prices must vary and, in faeq caat
not always closc up at the time of a Government control coming intq force, » Ltan.

Let us take the example ol some purchases made by Messrs. Steel Bros, which,
are not altogether exhausted.  Let us take those purchases at Rg. % fiatert
rice. This stock not having been exhausted, when Govel:qnwnt control makeg tl
price, say, 8 annas or cven Re..} .lr_)wer,ru follows that if Government agents ..C
to distribute those stock to buyers at the then obtaining controlled

are
: EUIE ! rate Goverp
must suffer a loss. We are quite prepared to admit in this regard that there 211;:
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be some time lag. But, Sir, I hold in my hand, now, bills subimitted by  Messrs
Steel Bros. to me for rice: this bill is dated 10th March 1944 —when the controlled
price for rice is Rs. 16 the bill says Res. 17-9-0 in single p wekine  to which is to be
added 61%, Govt. cess. Another example here of 10th March when the price for

rice was controlled at Rs. 16-0 0 the bill says Rs. 18 -1-0.  Now to take a few examples
of paddy. When, up to yesterday, the controlled price  was Rs. 8-120 on the

13th March this bill says Rs. 9-9-0 and so on.

Now, Sir, 1 talked to my friend, the Supply Secretary on the subject. His
reply was notin the opinion of my Industry altogether satistactory, and so I regret-
fully have been forced to bring the subject to the notice ol Governiment in this
form and 1 trust, Government will give us a fair deal. I think, we are giving
Government a fair show and all we ask [or is mere  reciprocity.

What I want to say now is on a rather different subject but that does not mean
that the subject is not of first rate importance it s, In these days of relative
scarcity, it is criminal to allow one ounce of  foodgrain 1o he wasted,  There is no
reason to suppose that considerable quantities, specially ol wheat and dal, have
been allowed to go bad in storage and ceased to have any value as human food.
I am not satisfied that sufficient attention is being  paid to the matter of  storage
and correct handling. These grains must be stored under adry rool ona pt‘.l‘ﬁ?C-
tly dry floor. Stock must be handled so that the grain longest in stock leaves
the godown first.

What I am about to refer to, Sir, I know itis a subject not entirely belon-
ging 10 the Provincial Government though they cannot be absolved from respons
siblity entirely even though it is a central subject——for I think, the Provincial Govern-
ment knowing, as they must, what is happening  to the Province, should represent
the matter to the Central Government in  the strongest terms. I refer to the
repeated cases of deterioration  of rice stored in the various camps under the
Civil Population Movement Organisation. T know of instances ol appalling
waste in these places. Any way, Sir, some ol us are watching  these  matters
and 1 give motice that they will always form the subject of criticism from these
benches unless proper attention is paid to them.

Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the procurement policy as
adopted and so far pursued by Assam Government is an utter failure, and if:}“ﬂ'
wed to run its own course 1t will end in transforming the fate of our Province
into that of last year’s Bengal. .

Sir, aims of Assam Government’s  procurement policy were, as declared 10
last November Session to feed the deficit arcas in the Province, to introduce ratio-
ning in all towns of Assam, to ensurc supply of rice to labourers of tea and other
essential industries, to send rice and paddy to Bengal and to supply the military
at economic rates. The Government also aimed at stopping all (‘.Ompciit.i""
purchases in the market through appointment of purchasing agents for carrylng
on the entire procurement plan. The crux of this whole policy, i really put
into practice, is cornering the hoarder and stabilising the prices of rice  and Pf'd'
dy to a reas_onab]c level through fixation of floor and ceiling prices to the inter®
of both cultivators and non-cultivating consumers,

Sir, let us now examine briefly how far these aims have been achieved till now
According to Government declaration Assam has produced this year about 4 ¢
res and 60 lakh maunds of rice in Amon and Sali crop. Of this amount one crof®
and 30 lakhs maunds are likely to be marketable surplus while the peasant!!
have to se}l about 60 lakhs maunds of rice out of this marketable surplus alonts
leaving aside t}_m purch.ases to be made out of Boro and Aus crop in future But
so far as our informations go, Assam Government till Iebruary last have not
been able to procure more than 10 lakh maunds of rice since the new crops have
bheen harvested, that is, since last week of November, 1943 for all supplies inclt
ding Bengal, Military and internal requirements. )

) According to Hon’ble Finance Minister’s Budget speech, the money already
invested in all foodgrains stocked by Government amounts to about Rs., 1 crore
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and 40 lakhs. ‘This indicates that the stock of rice in  the hands pf the Govcrnn_lent
really docs not exceed 53 to 6 lakhs maunls at the most liberal calculation,
This is a miscrable failure of the procurement policy of the Government; and it is
no accident. .

But why this failure ? Sir, it was inherent in 11}(- very mcll.md‘ of procurement
pursued by the Government. The Steel Brothers ol last. yc.’_u"s‘lll-lamcrha\'c been
appointed as Government agents for Assam  Valley, while in Surma \-allcy_ some
fire-caters from behind the Treasury Benches and kmfnwn nfso_me ntf‘lhc _h‘lunstm_‘s
themselves have been  grafted  into Government's — agencies. I'hey in their
turn have appointed whole gang of last year’s rice hoarders as sub-agents
in both the Vallevs. Many war-profiteers fattened hy‘m‘iialu)lutd war contracts
have also joined this vang.  And they are the organs of Government procurement
in Assam. .. .

Any amount of commonsensc Sir, may convince any one why they have
jumped  into  this business. Is it for a _sll;::u' in the small commission that the
‘(;U\'t‘l'mn(-nl have allowed to their ;lgvl‘u‘.n‘s.‘ Not at all. thra-proﬁt 1s their sole
motive force. Moreover, the Assam (:U\-p)rnlu.CIll‘ also gave them an unbridled
scope of fleceing the cultivators and the Public l‘._xchcqucr at the same time. Go-
vernment sccretly allowed  them to purchase at higher rate than the ceiling price
fixed by the Government themsclves, and also kept silent over the bottom price
of rice and paddy. I T — . W

As a result, Sir, these su )-"‘l‘":f fllt.\ ..mc- .t u._l l_:u‘\_t.lnmcnr agents 1 their turn
have hitherto pursued :u; unchecked  course of blacktrade under the garb of pro-

- . Ar yovernment. .
cu“'lll’l:;::u:l:::(:c(:I'\(111‘5-“"'- methods of procurement mcans minimum  stock for the
Government and maximuim hoard 1n t‘-m,humt 1~dCl}ls of these and other hoar-
ders. This will lead to complete blowing up of the procurement scheme itself
ments o the Governiment 18 (hi2 snyting but comple surender to hosrders and

Miempa ine wi : S : -
pmh;;(;(;l 5811(,_;111(11“1(:nll{ljl?s can ill-aflord to c}n};lmfmd ccTnﬁ.c‘lcn‘cc f't‘om‘ any par
and this, is why the planters, the erstwhi C EUIP‘DD} ters of -th_c Mlmstry,
out lo feed their vast labour pn])lll.ill.lt)ll-._dl; 11<l\’lll1g llo.lcllancc: on these methods of
procurcments, have been pln:qlx‘;mgl'l-“,( C];L.n’(‘cnltl?' i the market. The Govern-
ment also, contrary to lllcn'.(l(!(‘.l.d!lt policy, ]ln.l\(. )Lcn‘compcllc‘d to come to ap
agreement recognising their right to purchase 75 per cent. of their require
e S . only retaining the scope of supplying 25 per cent. th ments
independently wln'lg (')-“-)i“’ld’ ot i e el - through channels
of Government. This alrcady s oy purchases in the markets in sn;
g s e 1o and devices to avoid such competitions.  Ask th S spite
ol all pious wishes t. Through all these big loopholes ¢ Steel Brothers
and they will hear me ot Loett, amad Sulliet et ll oles the bhl]lung black-
marketcers are buying at Gauhati @ Y ¢ S, Wherea ative buy

yers

al s, the specu
are losing no time in Si!,s;v_{ar,LS.l.C'I-]l)lll‘, Nol\lvgof_lg ﬂll'd;kSurn}a Valley d?stritlzts also
Intesplay of thesc {orces, Sir, s lf)t.llp he rice m..u Cts 1n Assam ip the last‘ {
months. This factor and the congcsuon in Government godowns duye Mo cw
difficulties led to the recent stoppage f)r‘ G%vcrnmcnt I_Jurcllases for the time {)lsport
This stoppage indced led to fall in prices.  But who profited at this ) 3" op ™
Government. Soime of tht-: ({O\i(.l nment agents an sub‘-agc'nts and also the AL the
dent speculators found therr 11}'(: S C.himcc-gl}q, dragged rice in their own dens cspen-
market led the poor cultivators to,i-l‘lconSl Ud-b_lc loss as they were left to the C.om lIICh
merey of these murderous gang. the recent fall has gone below the economic llaet?
of price of rice and paddy 1n somc arcas of the Province, e. g., unamganj Icv§
duite obviots from all these cvctzlts‘thut such methods of procurement inn6 ‘wa J. It is
economic price to cultivators and supply to consumers in  towns and Tea aygnsured
industrial arcas at r.:;moni‘,]).lc prices. T e otliy
And again, Bengal’s rising market in deficit districts borderip
ey o bk mie market. 'At Bha.n-ab. rice se}ls_ at Rs. 20 to Rs,
a result, border- smuggling 1n Habizanj Subdivision is. already c

t of this House
naturally anxi-

gz our Province has
~Per maund. Ag
ausing rise in prices
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!n some arcas.  With present procurement policy of the Gosvernment and the deepen
ing Bengal crisis again, we can only imagine what 1 ) : : ~~ P!
o B . R ’ o LA R ! T Lidt 11 1 the cor .
months— not one Banivachong but scores of thies ! mng
But we have to avert by all means sucl 1 . . ; :
. oy ol ot § ncans such o gloomy prospeet vned how 2 Is it
by pursuing a policy which leaves the market at the merey of profitee t present ?
T 1 s e 2 w1 : L LEL A i P1ENI] s .1 b | Cse 1
Not at all. 1t 15 only by a vigorous procureinent policy pursued by the G \Il rnment
. . = 1 b o JarERY L | i . }'y ] P18 ~
() OICTALIOT] with the pecople ; . e .t
l{l (.J.JI),Ir I I e not :;I',”_ Oon he profiteers that  can save the
situation.
Sir, for implementing such a policy the Ministry will have to adopt the following
measures. 1he Ministry should immediately R
Fix up bottom and ceiling prices of tice at Ro, 10 and  R: 13 per maund res
pf_-(;(i\,rf;Iy to s;af(t;;ll;ilfl }:t:u,«,;:l'll', and consummers from thie neroy ol i”“.'.“_r: by
Ensure SU]J[ny of essential commoditics to villagers at economi prices so that

they arc saved from the black-market and thus help stabilising  the prices of  rice at
reasonable level. [ :
) a Provincii ’ ; SR 5
det up a Provincial 'ood Board consisting  of representatives ol all the p.lrtit‘s

T [SA icdde the Legislatures, whose . ; : .
inside and outside the gislatures, whose advice the Government  shoutd  follow 0

prr;curcrrmnt. St
Aivise e . ¥ 1vI51071: - ! : . : -

A(_,I'IVI-"" w | |f sty r-ur;rjll;r-ll ]‘I””] (‘“”}“”“'"'L‘ that exist as yel on the pages of the

Assam (Gazelle only ;! ng *n them  with represent tives  ret ammended ],}. these

Gommittees. These Committees should be allowed to el=ct their own oflice bearers and
no r;ffi(;fn]-:" sle)lll(llf)_f: lh“.”'t “.”.l,l"‘”“ though they mav be in them as members of
the comimnittees. Iilr'i:'. SI{'J(IIV”’I!'JI]“I Committees should also be g-”,lu;\\.‘czl'('(l to form
C]mwkidari or }-’I:t“d;d s Circle Committees,

Prr)(:ur(_-:{u:ulnf rice _““‘-I _P-'idfi}’ Ly Government  avents should  be carried on
through and in co-operation with these Food Committees.  In course of procurement
Government 5},;,ulq r;uns_;tanlf}' lnt{;g out hoarders and profitcers through anti-hoarding
drives in co-operation with these Food Committees. :

Through such & prucurr:)nu;,-lt policy alone Government can fulfil its duties and
comlrlitmcnls and save our Province from the fate of last year's Bengal.

with these words, ;g’“": [ support the cut Motion moved by my FFriend hon-
Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjce. b

Srijut ROHINI K‘L’MA,R CHAUDHURI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I entircly agree
with the hon. Mcmb_(:l; W}(’U has sp.oken before me that the food purchase as well @
the supply SCthc ol L_u’_ ’(‘_“_".",IT”I,”U“L_ ]‘1_15 failed for two rcasons as lar as 1 can set
one that the (xovcrfl.fﬂ(/fll P(i“_m‘t’ in sticking to their mistakes, and sccondly, for want
of efficiency of l;ox1calyd{){1'|: e lff_“"t of Government servants. I will state the instance®
of somc © the C‘;r_“.r;;l“ll}lf“‘" Firstly, s&'tll which is a commodity almost universaly
wanted and g f'_(' ”}di How practically disappeared  in the  country side:
In villages Sautll'bc Sgﬁ‘\f’:ﬁ T;O\CVJ at a price varying from Re. 1 to Re. 1 annas
per seer. Iﬂ’ (llth’-tt 1].0 sauhati, Sir, I learnt yesterday, it was Sclling at 8
annas Per s-cer an e ]c 50 you can get only after making personal ;l])lu‘zll and request®
I know of my‘OI‘-t‘an -Jrothcr, who is a lecturer in the Cotton (J;)llntrc th!zt he
could not gt Aas. SEE Siio f‘“! day cither on loan or for money Afterw; :;i he
from a Brocer only half a ‘powa of salt at a i e

: at a  price which T need no

ot i . .

rgncntion ncw. :5113} “:’ha-f s the reason for this 7 T'he reason is that Governmedt

has failed 1O get their supplics. I understand that even in the beginning il-this

month ©F sometimes qt the ¢nd of IF'ebruary the total Government stoctf{ & the

Assam Valley LVas _not_more than 10,000 maunds and that stock was Ip[ldn up

sy reserve 50 that in times of scarcity it may be distributed. 1*'urlhcrmm-(:=_- Sir,
2

that, not SDe: . s :

undcrsgicr}lg Mo ’not beég f’IPICdk of transport difliculties, even Messrs, ShaW
wallace o) s-tock of Governa )_c to make purc_huse ol salt.  "I'hat is the reason why
t ment 1n reserve is held up and that also is the rea”

the [BAICC high price of

W el . Mg !
1 M ePearuddin, who isn not know how farit is true — in the Bar Library
that one > a very rich trader, said that he could bring thre¢

orovided  he ; ; 3
I was granted a Jicense and that he was in a positio?
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. It at one rupee less than the controlled !)ricn. 1 ‘dn -‘l‘l-(')t-]lr-mw..hlmg{
to scll this salt vill be carricd out but he is a rich Emdm originally | trade
far this promise i\‘l behieve that he is in a position to implement it. o
v H"l(. e r ‘{”-\ ustard  oil. Government has ;1pnointud_ugcnts tm-l{-\' pur-

b b “‘:"‘”“? -tliln llllllhﬂll”h these agents are working ll'“_!n the I)Pgllllltllg
o i il ”".""“'“""l“ I‘? 'l;u'r.' they have been able to make up till now does not
R T l”Ui l‘:[;.t cven these quantities, the  Government have not yet
pacecd 49,009 b s g 5 town of Gauhati for distribution among the mil-
e “ 'l-msnn diticulties and these  are lying at the Sm-hl‘m::
i e S % ‘”-“1111:.)‘11-‘- districts  the demands are still more great where,
g/ Hita: &0 ['”"llll\'“l.ni«‘ .mill\ in  Dibrugarh and Jorhat had to be closed
e “:”l«]:}'m::nu;(ard sceds.  Government has not been able
down lor wan n i

to arrange
t. morcover thev have put obstacle in the way
transport, ! :

of making purchases, T

I to the Hon'ble the Prime Ministed about the difficulties of the
& : . l ) M - » - . .
Sualkueni 1 “']“ who bring  mustard seeds from villages and I think that matter
l i iy ) = . . - -
.‘311;1”;1;(-]” i!.l'_i‘llm wion and I do not  wish to brine it before i
is under consie .

House. But |
the margin of
15 50 small, that
or sell it to the mill-owners and
Government s not re

i uch that on account of GoHvernment’s policy nl'lllxnl}‘{
vl hil}]' il purchasers from the producers, and  the sale which
0 - ‘tween A2 e ; Bng.
price  be 11l feel encouraged to make indent for it
ey i v indilference on the part  of moved we
1 : . . ’ (8]
if this apathy

_ ; _ stard o1l will be con_lpll_-lvly un;l\'ail;tblc. mills  will be closed

will find that ””'.-“ be no mustard ol in (he Province,

down and there ‘_\l“ Gur.  Government has committed great  blunders  jp this
Then, 1 “m,],l'. .l“ one time a fairly large quantities ol Gur in all distriets of

matter.  ‘There “‘l-hl‘)'\'iqi““ and  becavse for sometimes this Gur coulg not be

the AS-‘v’i””l \I”)lilj‘;'_i(_[ l(,l‘nu-]-s reported to the (}n\'urntm‘nt, I understand

sold out the :

L, that ng
Indent foy
cven at

: jur was necessary with the resule lh;ll_. Government
lur!ht‘l" ("{‘ S outside. Now we find that Gur cannot
le'l-)’-“(xl.ll h“:lllu M—— pricc. w L N
three times t as regards sugar the supply of Government has greatly

Then, hu’ldilw l:tli““i“g has been so poor .Lhilt people  canngt l)u{ have
diminished anc ][-lék markets.  For instances g big joint Laimily CONsisting O[fl‘“
recourse to the _’_‘h_ only 5 secers of sugar.in a whole month and iy s il?(: 0
to 12 inembers s -l‘.unil;: woulil  be able to manage with only 5 seers of g oh
vable that Hl-l“hl dnuiul‘illl)’ people have to get thejr supplies from Other sou, oo
in a ,]llllli)lll“%‘i"_m as regards rice, I understand, I learnt It also at g public 95
‘hen, Sir, as :

refused to
be  purchased

been

el as held  recently  and one 5])L‘:‘:kcr gave tl_lis out as he hyg pei;:;::ﬁ
which  was |1 it, being member of the Food Comimittee, that Govul.m]w“t I
!\'“UWIC(‘B‘: ol .'léu.udi{ms to the ecllect that their sub-agents should oL pyupg) e
issued recent l11‘- result that the price of paddy lhas gone down very low L]}flsc
pacidy WIUI--L ]([;[' this low price, some persons, who were alterwards knowy, t g
ng adv;mlug}” making purchases at the low rate, Now the position iy 1 % rbt
sub-agents, are sauhati have got no supply of paddy and 1at the
mill-owners of Gauh:

tonsequently ¢y,
1 lown their mills. "They have been (old that Ganhag Is not
to  close do

: ca and therelore it was a mistake to “have  thejy mills a¢ Qal?hft?du-
cing arca '“[_ Gaubati  closc (Iown_im‘ want of paldy which they cannot If
the _mills _U' 1‘11"11'1\'(-"-5: the result will be that supplies 1o Shillung and  sop, 7o
. get 1n _blﬂ"ll‘“ ‘UpPC‘" Districts will  sufler very  badly, Qpe polic WhieIOther
;i t.lb.l ould have followed and which g been  expressed i thig CI—]I the
(JOVCI‘Hm}fm B that Government should fix ang control prices ip re Sl
several dt-llr;wz,i‘lswhich they have acquired gz fair stock with

commodi ‘

which they ¢y
o . dar
tl blic. Now -if the Government Cannot get [i]] requirement why L . :uPply
i » folde 2l 9
n:ﬁ gﬁxin some licenses for fobdstulls :

So long Government 8
voods  beyond  (he controlled price
do not sell thei g2

| ‘ o the (Jovermncnt s?lrcl):?m

e the ccessary  permit to bring a sullicient  stock, S0, Sir, T sy - thi
= 1!:(.{11 (J“Lf::L ywith my Friends that this scheme L faileq. Pport  hjg
Mntl'(])‘xllcdiiilo”,];]t‘ Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - Mr,
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it is a pity that of all persons, Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee has moved this cut Motion
h_"“"'lﬂﬁ,’ full knowledge of all the steps that thegGovernent have talen and with the
discussions of the Economic Advisory Board meeting which was held  ycasterday,

fresh in his memory.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Are  the proceedings  of  the
Economic Advisory Board confidential, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, it is
neral and T will

confidential. As usual, Sir, I will start from the specific to the g
give prior place as regards my reply to Mr. Rohini Chaadhburn,  the Ieader of the
Opposition.  As usual I reiterate that his facts are wione and the manner ol his
plazing before the House is misleading. fle started by saying, Sir, that the
Government foodgrains distryibution scheme has faled for tweo reasons, oz, ineflicient
handling by Government and ineflicient and  dishonest  Government  servants to
distribute it. Barring this bare statement he did not develop hi criticism on those
points but he went away to the narration of the difliculty his brother  had to face,
without salt for twenty-four hours when salt was sold Cauhati at cight
One hon. Member said that it sold at one rupee and  one rupee and
cight annas in the interior parts. I can tell my Friends that there s no famine or
scarcity of salt in the Province.,  As a matter ol fact we had o stock of two lakhs nl.
maunds in the Province and not ten thousand maunds as my Friend Mr. Chaudhuri
has stated. But to the interior, for the closing ol railway  transport for three  weeks,
there could not be any movement, It is very painful to me to repeat what I have
often stated in the House.  Salt is heing rushed to those places by means ol country
boats, by mecans of bullock carts and in some places by means of motor transport.

T'he other day one of my Friends spoke about Nowgong where there was a shortage
of salt. Orders were at once issued to  Dbring  ten thousand  maunds from the
neighbouring district, .., from Tezpur, hut as there is no steam ferry from T'ezpur to
Silghat, it had to Le carried by country boats.  Sir, we are doing our h:vc.l - best  to
get salt from outside. I nced not repeat yx!mt I.s;u(l (:I's[:v.'l.t-.rr: but my Friend Mr.
Mookerjce knows what I had said before the Economic Advisory Board yesterday.

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On a point ol personal explanation,
Sir. When I come here I am bound to forget what T have heard clsewhere.  That
is a different body altogether. o
: The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiy'd Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;I see no reasonl
for this explanation of Mr. Mookerjee. I am _simp]y citing him as a witness to the
effect that Government is taking every possible steps. I cannot dilate on all the
Government has taken. Suffice it to say that Government has sent a
to go and if possible charter one of the ships of Scindhia Steam
1er from the ports of Karachi or Bombay etc., or cven from
the southern coast, viz, Tuticorin from where salt is cxported in large quantitices.
Therefore it is not proper to say that Government is taking a (;mnplaéent attitude-
and is resting on their oars as they had two lakhs maunds of stock in the Province.
The same thing is about sugar. Our aim is to import into the Province at least
forty thousand maunds of sugur cvery month. In the month of December last, we got
sufficient quantity but in the months of January and IF¢bruary, due to want 0
transport lacilitics specially in the Oudh and Tirhut Railway which had to bring
sugar from factories to the steamerghat, we could not get a sufficient  quantity. But
there has been a very great improvement in the first week of the present month.
In the first week, we have imported as much as twelve thousand maunds.  If we
could keep up this rate we will be ahead of our monthly requirement as regards
sugar.

The history narrated by my I_T'riend Mr. Chaudhuri about Gur is again laughable
_an misleading. We have placed six months ago an order to the United Provinces
Government to give one lakh thirty thousand maunds according to the quota allotted
by the Food Controller of the Government of India. We have been crying in vain for

being
annas per scer.

steps that
certain party !
Navigation Company citl

*Speech not corrected.
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¢ ave been lﬂl(l 'hat (.\J‘U.l' 18

' ity and it s only vesterday that \‘\(llllul‘\l(l 115 xtelahe U]‘litpd
o e e 'iu.“‘”:l .'\" long, the lQn\‘c‘!_'lnn!‘(l‘,l|:-‘|-,-nm the United 1)1'9\'1“(‘»(‘_5
on the move to .-'\T'::L{“ql a ban on t‘\P‘Hl.‘!l“,“l‘ Il)ri\‘:\l(‘. iy o Cf\lll('l !’Jrlng o
I,r”\-i“(.m(;“w”m“”- : sually S - ].. received  information  that
et o e I - vesterday  alone  whe nowe ‘qr own  licensees to export
CX( ;(I‘: Ol “(-(-II(-(‘_ [l i Wils Z;”\ e i\‘ ‘l““\\.nu: (l" vesgl
T frrad Teowimses
alter all, United :
.(’f::rl to their customers.

. a “y e =

- rchasing and storage S(..ht..l'nﬁ of

] have spoken that the pu A |‘-Tmi[\- bobcsts e

S i -\1(-!”;‘\:”“ hae avee. 1 o) '.\“’ l.l‘»i“thv‘l‘.h‘t that they come
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Steel li‘rnlh( 1_-( -ql.*l‘uq(-slin}l \\‘-lhnlu‘ the area of operation is s0 vast and thc.centrcs from
I'riend -ﬁ‘l‘_t:.\iq ';1. :L‘,_”“(l ldvnl » are so numerous (hat it will he mpossible g have
yasion. ”-“ﬁ rement is mn-(\(.'\,-';ms to inspect cach purchase on Govc}‘mncn_t Account,
which l)ll();-(t Government s.tr' q‘,l,niutcd Inspectors to see that lh‘e stu_[l t.hat 13 supplieq
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chirel | it : 3 soatlinumication. Wc

ganj and Habipgany which are i
Beagional Briossi ( conuuttee of  Caleutta

vere “',If‘ *}',' d TCDIC sentalive "} Edie . 14
that the Steamer s ranninge throueh thiewe e Campicd T used for the
1 . g -
EJJ!?!‘.'. e AT L thirs, fpaan e A Al ey L §] ll'.".(‘(l jor

[r:in'-pnrf o f rice aned

carriage of tea and other goods, this barrier of
tr;:ns,,r;r{ is transcendant in
l.l‘l;_; as !hri; '_rnf?u'.'.u': are !H”. f‘ t'r.‘:i lseeee 1y

It is under these ciroutnagag
I Syllirt I)ivtsa 2 hiesv h 'E ey CCASC ll“.\"

four Subdivisions of
sugrersted, r. thit the '-.-_-.-“‘.g'liu' for rice
Flensse the other day that f

aned paddy should be fixed. 1 assurced v Friends in tie

I found the pricé of rice was touching ten rupee level T owa RTTIY « the bottom
price. My Friend Maulavi ALbdul Bar Chiaoad g tedd ¢ the Houss that he
paid Rs.9 per maund of rice at Sunamgang [ 1rnigaeddnate tedd of the Subdivi-
sional Officer there as to the present price 1] 1ep I ha ‘ informed that the

price is Rs 11 per mannd at Sunamganj
Mr. Blennerhassett has raised a question of the price oh
| ]
agents [or the deliveries he received from them,
he interviewed me to «ay that he was going to rai
li the matter ‘s placed offic ially before me I promised b
I ) |

He said that he would not mmove his Motion and wiite to e demi-officiallys
(N1} thiee {layr of the House .'lll(l

el iy the Government
clore we Legan the discussion  todays

ion in the Assembly and
t I would look into the

thial

¢ I}_] T L

difficulty.
But contrary to that, he took part in
literally moved his Maotion,

*Mr. F. W. B_.ENNERHASSET"I
fact I told him that I did not wish to move
asked me to let him have a demi-official letter dealing:
want to say as much as I wanted to say.

Yes, Sir, I gave

why I did not w: —
T'he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMALD SAADUILILA : _
[acts and figures,

the assurance that I vould look into the matter if he would give me |
because I do not receive copies of bills which the  Indian 'Tea Association received from
our agents, Messrs., Steel Brothers. I do not know what was the charges m:ld(:‘h)"
Messrs, Steel Brothers.  So I asked Mr. Blennerbassett, who is assisting on I)(?]hﬂ” ol

the tea

the Indian Tea Association in the purchase of foodgrains of the quantity that
demi-oflicial letter so  that

Any way, 1 am

the discussion

() a ;:Uiul of mformation, Sir, as a 1”””“".“1
the Motion when the Hon'ble l’r('llllf:l'
with the subject and that 18

indusl.ry requires, to give me all !hr: facts in the shape of o
1 can get the agent’s reply and give the  Industry an oflicial reply. :
glad that he has placed this matter before the House, ln-t':mm_- the (.'nv(vrnn!t-l_at. agents
concerned will be chary in future when the Legislature is having a very scrutinising  €ye
over their manner of operation. . )

Now, as far as Mr. Mookerjec’s censure 1s concerned, 1t was mainly due to the
fact that in the Memorandum of the Budget Estimate there is a big amount t)l'ovgrr_ 40
lakhs provided for importing of foodstulls for o reserve for 4 mrmlh.s. ]r! his criticism,
he is virtually corrcct, but be has not altogether surnmed up the inlormation p];u:cd n
the estimates. It has been our policy that we should have a reserve for at least three
months in the Province of all those commmodities that come to the daily necessities and
in the dictary of our people.  But in certain cascs, on account of the vagaries of the
railway transport, some commodity has reached as low a level as that suflicient for
weeks.  We are making super-human eflorts to remedy these difliculties and buy as
much as possible. I refer to the shortage ol salt.  The salt that we have in reserve
now will meet our requirement for 6 weeks only.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEL :  What about sugar ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : As I said just
now there has been a very great improvement in the import of sugar. We have
received in the first week of this month more than 12,000 maunds of sugar. We have
pressed upon the Government of India to increase our quota of sugar as well and  with
great difliculty it has been raised [rom one thousand tons to 1,250 tons monthly quota.

Our demand was for 1,500 tons.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEIL : Masur dal is also not available in Shillong

now.

*#*Speech not corrected,

>
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The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am perfectly
surc that there is shortage of Masur dal.  This commodity comes from United
Provinces.  Unfortunately they had lcaded us with Arahar but very- little Masur.
Our order was partly for Arahar and partly for Masur. I am sending Mr. Marar to
Patna to arrange that we should get what we have ordered for—ie., partly Arahar
and partly Masur.  We have also asked the Government of the Central Provinces to
give us Moog dal.  They agreed to send us a consignment of one lac maunds and we
have asked them to increase it to two lacs.  In this way we have been trying to increase
the commoditics that are being imported to Assam, but the difficulty chiefly is one of
transport  Again here T request Mr. .\Innkvr_}ﬂj to !urlp me out in saying that he
knows the difficulty as he has been a .\Ivmhm: ol thv: 1:(:()_nomic Advisory Board, where
this was thoroughly discussed but !.hv ‘])rnvv_ml1n_\?rs of which are confidential.

Then my Friend Mr. Mookerjee’s main objection to our procurement operation is
that the ;”,[.(.'ﬂ”l.”[ hetween Messrs. Steel Brothers and the Government is allcgcd o
be confidential. 1 am not sure whether I'stated qu.te correctly that it was confiden-
tial, but I remember to have said that the agreement at the time hnf_l not been signed
as clauses were under dispute and correspondence was going on certain terms.  So long
as it is not executed it would not be proper for me to lay it before the House. How-
ever secret or conlidential the document I may treat, my hon. Friend has got his means
of getting the dn(?;'!n(t'l’ and he has read before the House the terms that document
is rer confidential. . .

R T T MOOKERJEE : Is all that T have stated correct ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Hli‘_f\‘lLI’L‘_\ll\h\'f.‘\!)_SAAI)ULLA I would take it
at its face value because it lmls C("EC from my hon. Friend My, Mookerjee and my hon,
o . lll'ill)lc _L"’(‘,n' cme 1. . .

I“‘"j\‘}r‘f i‘;RIhf)”{f(;\NA' I'H MOOKERJEE: T have received it from somebody. T
don’t know whether they arc Ll ‘(S)'l~n(2\th.Uf'lA\[\‘IAD S

The Hon’ble Maulavi b;“yld{" l“» il uses );' l{" ¢ -L\-AADULLA: -A“Y way, Sir,
his main objection is that some © the L:lr s ;_.(_ & s 5.(‘12".‘1(.‘t document which is no longer
sceret are one sided. He said that ﬂ15‘1:aa-(~ :t{lpons{. thity of the agent there is total
absence. Tn one instance, at least, (it‘m—c plll 5 lc? rbL‘{“SO-nS. A procurement is to be
had immediately to meet the urgentdeman@ and belore Government can - issue any

. S S "he agent under those clauses has the discretion to buy it out at eco-
pricc directive, L & ink every businessma st - -
nomic and market price. I thin T oan must rely on his agent under
such circumstances, but norm_a]ly wc' lss‘ucd al 1?1‘1(136 .fili'rcctlvc. 1\/[.}; hon. Fricnd also
complained that in matters of goclO\\trJlS (:p” t 1\(::\{{){11 ding for stocking the commoditics
we have given agents a frec hand. _ mp r11 Jﬁt 1,]t.::]ssrs.IStccl Brothers have not built
any godown and made any hu‘g.’re p_l(). 10 v e 'en he says that even in trading
risk Government agents have received ver AmabnammouS terms.  Isay this is in
accordance with the normal trading },saggs.d e h IOSF: e damqge in storage on behalf
of a body must always be bornc blet_ 1rat ocry lt‘ll R dance with the lay and usages
of the trade unless there be any ncg 15(.:111ce on the part of the agent. My Friend said
that the commission to the _agent 15 ]')a.‘lC‘OI‘] lthc Wc-lght of the seller and not on the
weight that is found on dcll_‘-’e,ry' e 1s' S agm?‘;t normal trading usage, because

their commission as soon as thcy' procure the commodity zm’d At At
the time of delivery. If act}xally a 1n:‘.onsggluplrl:nt 1 lost and if we ape to pay cominision
only on delivery to the consignee, then it will mean loss of * commission 1o the agent
and for no fault of the agent. Whatever Lul{ns‘ may be embodied in this agreement
Sir, according to the normal usages or law of tr ade, the commission is to be given in
that manner under the cl.rcumstanccs then prevailing.

Lastly my Friend said that e\fe.l G(f“"mm“ent advances finance, We have to
advance finance for two reasons.  In the first place We do not know that anybody
ol wan & into_thc n.rdrket to buy ?ccrtalll Comn‘lodlty at price fixed by them
only on cm‘nmi_Sslon given by th_e ’OVF“““C_‘“, unless Government advances him
money to buy 1t. But all these transactions are pro_perly audited and there will be a

balance sheet. I think Mr. Aiditya is going to raise that question. Not only that

there will be a balance sheet, the summary audit  accoypt will find its place in the

the agents earn
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A:pprupri:ninn Report which will be examined by the Members of the Public Accounts
ommittee and by the House. 50 we have done our best to tollow the principles laid ‘
own by Sir Theodore Gregory's Food Committee and eversthing |
good motive and with best of intentions.
p Then I have to mect two criticisims of Mr Abdul Bari Chaudhury. One is that
In Bengal they have an Advisory Board whereas we have not pot such 2 Board in
Assam. But I think we have got an enlarged edition of the  Bengal Advisory Board.
Our Economic Advisory Board sits every month and there, every aspect of the ecco-
nomic situation is very carcfully dealt with.  There are repue cntatives from various
b(:n(;}u:s; of this House except the Congress hench and it any one from that bench is
willing to serve on this Advisory Board, 1 will be only too pleased 1o co-opt him. all
those hon. Members who have sat on that Committee are convineed that the Economic
Advisory Board as constituted, where we have got representatives of the three methods
of transport—the railway, the river as  well as the motor transport where we have
Zot representatives of the Army as well as the representatives of the American pcrsnmlrl
who are now upr:::uin;; the Bengal and Assam Railway, has become very uselul to us.
As the main difficulty we are experiencing is that of  transport, the presence of such
people in the Economic Advisory Board makes it more uscful than any other
institution. Unless the military is willing to part with the wagons Jor civilian goodS,‘
unless the representative of the Regional Priority Committee who alone fix priority of
different goods accede, we will not achicve much in the way of either importing from
outside or in distributing within the Province, goods from one place to another, un‘lt‘ss
these represeniatives of the different methods of transport lend  their coperation.
Therefore we are convinced that in our Economic Advisory Board we have _gm A
consultative body which is far in advance of the Board that s prv\'nilmg n
Bengal.

My hon. Friend is very anxious to knos
Subdivisional Officer to proceed with cnumeration, and as soon as this is done §
l‘(:aay to supply the rations. We have not (l(:vm‘u:d l‘rmp our l)nli(:y,' _but the loca
officers took a longer period than was cxpected in bringing out a satislactory census

of houscholds. :

#Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a point of information, SIr
Do I understand the Hon’ble Prime Minister to say that any statement about the
scarcity of salt in the villages, where I said it is not available at anything less than
Re.1 per seer, is incorrect ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMATD SAADULLA : I did not s
that, Sir. I only contested the statement that only 10,000 munds of salt was in $toC :
We have a stock of over 2 lakhs maunds of salt in the Province. In Dhubri heat”
quarters alone, I left 33,000 maunds of salt last month. At T'ezpur, there 1s sufficient
stock not only to meet the demands of the Darrang District, but also to lend 10,000
maunds to Nowgong. There is sufficient stock at Sylhet and other Subdivisiond
towns.

As regards rationing, we are pursuing the matter, and have asked the different
Subdivisional Officers to speed up their plans. I am sorry to inform the House that
in one particular locality, where enumeration was made by the A.R.P., the enumerd”
tion proved to be inaccurate and a fresh enumeration is going on...............

_ *Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: At Sylhet, we have submitted to enum¢
ration thrice.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No," for the
second time. ‘The first enumeration was defective. I think, Sir, that probably by Ist
April there will be pucea rationing in Sylhet.  As regards the Subdivisional towns w¢
have aszmd the Subdivisional Officers to carry on with their enumeration and com¢
up to Government scon.

hhas been done oa g

v about rationing.  We have asked every
we are

*Speeches not corrected,
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Sir, I think I have laid before the House stxiliricnl Ill:ll(‘l‘.ill].\"l(‘)‘ }-;‘]m:\rt[lh-;‘”: Govern-
ment are not doiny nnlhin;; : on the contrary (.,u‘)\'vrnl}u_-nr. are bEll\ lllg- u[‘“‘ utulos‘l'::i
they are constantly fighting the Central authorities to increase ()‘lu ‘qllf)l.l Io “u,n]?‘t}r-l:-_
timc'l-stull':a, they have gone from pillar Lo post to get sl‘llitch"ll‘l. ‘uunhpn‘)tlt.” lb(\l} : 1‘0111
pillar to pnsl".-.‘lntl the hon. Members will be able to .lll(‘]_!.';t‘ for lh(‘l\l.‘:(: ves .t 1; (‘.mrclcF~
ness of my statement when I say that betore a vm.mnnth.t:\' can be ‘lfn‘pmt; P?_o ..t.ns
Province, priority for that commodity is to be nl)l.um-_d from thv_ lu.gmn_a- riorities

. ittee sitting in Calcutta ; over that Body the Government of India have now set
Committee ‘\: o Byard for Transport, which have got to deliberate over the matter
SEnOGIEr S -l‘”“‘”“:-l‘ c matter goes to the different Railways concerned, and now that
again.  After lh,'\”_' _lll“ l{;.:il\.v.t\:'ﬂ is,being operated by the United  States Army Autho-
l!".: B“"L".ul ;“"ll \ :M;llvlml on behalf of them, with his headquarters at Gauhati, has got
wioes, ('.”l““(._:‘ ll|".t'”]-v,;1||\'thing enters Assam.  So, Sir, we have got to fight the
“.) ‘w“.lh(l? (:‘.’,“.“ ’llut.“l we have g(;t to beg the surplus Provinces for their surplus com-
r(rd::clllilt‘ilus.’:l:l\l:‘lI :;lima;vh' we have got to fight for transport.

As 1-l-q;”~‘]_~; procurement, Sir, I am told by one hon. Member that Lh_c Govcrn_mer.t
agents have appointed sub-agents \vlu-)_ are ‘]?I‘L‘-\-\ll“;: l‘]“: Pt'lUI)h‘-. f“ld -gcttmgf supplies at
2 cheaner nrice by intimidating the \l“:lg‘t_lb. At osuch a procedure, which has not
it .P“] o {ar. has been adopted it is entirely wrong, because nobody can buy
l.’-c.c.nr“fp(m.ﬂ i of trading unless he has got a license from the Deputy Commissioner.,
e Kt PHIpOEE agents have not got the right to give sub-agents licens
“l(.: Government ‘-Lh)rucurc licenses [rom the Dc])uty Commissioner
tll)mlr sul)g‘tgcnlllr;b‘l‘:il(l)l]-‘;ul. has given any license to trade in rice to
ag(dtl:::-:%zs .OI';']:;uch a procedure 1is going on, L will ask for

es 3
sand I know no
any sub-agents of these
a report from the

agencies
: . « at once.
and this must be stoppec = . " .
Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALL:  Is it true that the Deputy Commijs-
111 alle Lt

i | heen instructed not to issue any license to anybody unless he applies
loners have bee 5 2
. : Nt agents o
through Government ag po S ks ,
E : 'ble Maulavi Saiyid Si MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No,
= . i . Oy . = 2 . v
s I'he “0“1') leia in order that ])IOLUH;IDLI.IL Emc{c;\ their own basic plan may
J(;)vc]tmrcnt 0 . issll’cd instructions to all 1 rovincial  Governments that they shoulq
» e - H e . 3 i R
;lto';) J1; J'Zlu:ljl:lorcjliccnscs to petty traders in rice and paddy because the
s suing ; "

the

pet 3 . cc Presence
- ; B mufassil_would mean - further competition  with the pro
ol these traders thereby forcing the prices up. Pursnant to th )

o at 3
curcment agencies, at, the Sy

- that no new licenses should b i - Supply
Department issued a circular th Id De st d. A dis o SIVED, but we " dig not
say that i « ol all licenses shou ¢ stopped. A discretion has beey :
¢ at issu é

eft to the

Deputy Gommissioners to issuc licenses in deserving cases especially to those Who s

in the trade belore. ~1 mentioned on th‘ 11063!‘_0# the House three days hack 1.
£ secived a complaing from the bal people iy Copara i 0 5k
to my notice by Mr. Rabi Clj}nt ‘somt; licccnj . fl;lv;, ’13?1.13.d orders to the Dcpﬁty
Commissioner, Goalpara, . 1%3‘1;1l of business :ﬁ th(i)s Ii:;Kc lél' paddy and rice
tribal people who had SILG Ik o BF Fain €. Similar orders ar
issued to the Deputy Comnn:,sione o arrang.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Does the hon. Member want (o

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Yes, Sir.
Thc. Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Question is:

k- ision of Rs.3,88,19,688 under Grant No. 34, M
. .tﬁhah:&; g:;mi;f-loovinciai Schemes connected with the War,
apital outle

press his Motion ?

ajor head—gg o
Minor head-—_A' )

3 : . W
o ‘. total) at page 153 of the Budget be reduced by R ;'
the mmonnt of e grant of Rs.46,60,500 do stand reduced by Ry 1o50 % -

The Question was negatived.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.u,
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After lunch

Babu I{Al’-l.\:]”(/\ NATH ADITYA: Mr k"!"-u;.f‘:, Sir, | e to move that the
total provision ol Rs.46,60,500 under Crant No.o 34, Moajor head - 85A, Capital |
outlay on Provincial Schemes eonnected with the War at pawse 154 of the Budget bef
reduced by Rs.100, ie., the amount of the whole grant of R« 46,60,500 do stand
reduced by Rs.100.

Sir, at the outset I may r;n]'; say one sl lr';f_.nd:;r- the !_,f_.‘;fi,“: !n_l:t"hcr d‘
some of the important schemes in one Demand  the scheme of motor transpor, v
food supply ectc. have been tagged under one Demand and therefore it is not possible
for the hon. Members of this House 1o gwve separate or individual attention 0
each of these items. I would request the  Haon'ble Prine Minister to put  forward
separate Demand for each of these items of capital outlay so  that the hon. Members .
may get time to discuss them separately.

My object in moving this Motion is that huge sums are involved in this scheme
and we want to know the actual financial position with regard 1o these  schemes.
A large difference between receipts and expenditure is explained  as lags.  Whether
this is lag or loss thatis to be ascertained.

.

Secondly, I am afraid, there is chance of fictitious asscts being credited in the
accounts. The stock may be depleted due to deterioration, wastage and depreciation.
These things and market fluctuations will have to be taken into account in“valuation of
stock. The balance sheet thus prepared will enable our Supply Departinent toknow
where they stand and how they are moving in their business venture.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Cut Motion movedt :—

“That the total provision of Rs.46,60,500 under Grant No. 34, Major head- - 85A
—Capital outlay on Provincial Schemes connected with the War at i):l;_’,’(' 154 of the
Budget be reduced by Rs.100, ie., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.46,60,5u0
do stand reduced by Rs.100.7 :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Sui}/id Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker:
Sir, the point raised by my Friend, Mr. Aditya, is very important and also very reles
vant. Asl mentioned in my reply to the carlier cut Motion, the accounts of all these
se mi-commercial transactions of the Government will be audited and  there will be @
balance sheet and the accounts will be posted in the Appropriation Report on which

the Public Ac ounts Committee and later on the House will have an opportunity

discuss.

Then about lum({,ving_ together these three different Demands, it is not our choic€, ™
The Comptroller had insisted that any outlay on capital cxpenditure on account ol
war conditions should be made under this new Demand.  ‘Therefore, all these thret
items have been lumped.  However, T will consult audit if this could be done......

- Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Sir, whether there will he  assessment of o

stock ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHNAMMAD SAADULLA:  Sir, it will I
very difficult to have a physical weighment of the stock in hand and we will have {0
go by the report of our local officers as to the quantity which may be in hand. If my
Friii:r]ld W?:;E"efihta; ii‘é}h b}ilg should I;I)c weighed, it will be an impossible task, but if he

ill be sa w how many bags of thes g 3 2 A
Z\c’: el tih smgurslion, y bags of these commodities are in stock, I am ready

Babu RABSINDIE:A NATH ADITYA : Sir, some of our food-st:ff becomes unfit
for humz;nr:;)crllcu;;lihlgnﬁ ?;hlat ought to be climinated. However in view of the
i;?teﬁf)?ion. on’ble Prime Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.
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the feelings of those whom we represent in this House aned o Lias v that somes
thing real and tangible may be done,  Sir, the Hon'ble Pioser alwavs  presupposes
that we say every day on every matter that Goverament o dong Hu':ilim!.
At least I am not saying that so far as cloth concrrned and 1y far as lood umi;l;
are concerncd. My point is this : it may be that Government are doing then level
best ; but what is the result 2 The people do not denive the necesaary benehit out of it,
Some such steps should be taken so that the preople may rid of food and cloth

t e bold steps. 1 the Central

difficultics. If necessary, the Government should take some b

Government stand  on the way
shall ask the Hon’ble Prime Minister to take recourse to non-co-ope ration.

rand do not :':"15, s to reiiowe our :':”"i"'” (“”i('llll}', I
It is not

that we depend on other Provinces, but other Provinces also depend on us at least
for one or two commaoditics of vital  necessity, If he takes o bold stand,
I am sure and I can assure hirn on bhehall of the whole House that he will find the
whole House at his back. If to solve this problem he requires our assistance in any

ungrudeing  and  sincere

way, at any hour, rather at any moment he will get owm
support,
Sir, with these words I am finally appealing to hun to ds
pf;oph: and I commend my Motion for the acc eptance of the House.
Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I know trom the Govern-
ment if they are in a position to meet adequatcly the needs of  the country in
regard to standard cloth and if it 1s not 50, no amount of appeal and discussion in
this House will help the matter. We do not know, Sir, lrom what sources this
standard cloth is coming. Il the commodity is there, the question of transport and
distribution is only a secondary matter and Government can somechow arrange for this
transport and distribution ; hut I wonder if there is sufficient quantity of this commo-
dity to meet the demands of the country. [ have nothing more to say because I have
not seen a picce of standard cloth personally in my part of the country and even

here in Shillong up to now.

Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, in this matter as
well as in the matter of food-supply we have heard and we have no reason to doubt
that Government has rcally very laudable intention. For instance, we have heard
that there is about 2 lakhs of maunds of salt, in the Province and that there are in
town sufficient quantity of salte but for want of transport difficultics we can-
We have heard that sugar and other commmoditics are
but it cannot be brought for want of trans-

something real for the

every ; r
not taste salt in villages.
purchased from outside the Province,

being
port. No doubt that Government’s intention is perfect and  excellent, but the result
the same thing might be said.

has been otherwise.  In the matter of cloth also
Ciovernment should look to the poor, naked and half-naked pcople. They should
remove their diﬂ‘icultics. But what is the immediate result of the policy P The
immediate result is that cloths packed up for some months are kept for  three months
without any Government order for releasing them. In some places I have heard that
when they open the cloth they find that there is no price list of somc of" the com mo-
ditics, therefore, they could not fix any price and had to repack the parcels and  keep
them scal_ed for sometime. ‘That is the working of the Government. Government’s
intention is very good. Nobody can deny that  Government have recited  their whole
catalogue of activities in this direction to this House. But with what result ?

Then, Sir, as rega.rds cloths in Assam there should not have been much difficulty.
If we coul_d have §ufﬁc:cnt yarn we could meet our own cloth requirecments. There
is a Weaving Institute at Gauhati and I think there is also a Weaving Institute at
Karimgarij. . .

At Gauhati WC&leg Institute large sum of money has been spent. From what
we have seen now, the institue has been closed and occupied by the military. Did
Government acquiesce in the occupation of the Weaving Institution by the military ?
Was the occupation made without previous notice ? If sufficient notice had been
given, could not Government have improvised some measure for housing it ?  Could
not Go:_rc;nirrrlltfér:;s':lil;llglforl}c_house ? It shows that Government is not taking really
?tr;zgzrg' ooy o hgrlé.ymg cloth to the people and that is hoYv the want of
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*Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN:  Recently during this session we were told by the
Hon'ble Prime Minister in connection with standard cloth that Government would now
be in a position to distribute standard cloth in abundance. We alco were assured by
him that his Government was expecting a very lerge quantity of standard cloth from
the Government of India.  In the past also we heard from him that he was getting
standard cloth in large quantities ; so, why 1s there a clamour that the people are not
getting cloth according to their requirements ' Is it due to the fact, as it appears from
the statements in various quarters and {rom the complaints from most of the hon. Mem-
bers, that the difliculty at present lies in the system of distribution ? ‘\-\"_hnt is the
procedure ol the Government ? 'l'[u:_v _.\-v:[d th.v cloth to each of the Subdivisional head-
quarters and they entrust the work ol dls.lnhutm:‘t to some of their officers, but from my
practical experience 1 find that some o the ‘olhlcvrs such as, Sub-Registrars, in one
oceazion a forest officer, were entrusted to distribute standard cloth.  But as a matter
of fact the officers have not got sufficient time to devote to the work to meet the
demands of the people. They allocate some of the days in a week for the work and notify
the general public to come and  receive cloth, but when people come they find the
officer absent or that he has not got sufficient time to meet the people or to give them
the cloth. Thev remain there for sometimes, they wait there for a few hours and then
return without getting any clnlh._ .\"nmv of them may get or some of them may
go back dicappointed, becayse 1t s ot obligatory on the part of the officers
concerncd to whom responsibility was ('n_lru..x'u-m‘l l)_\: (:}\\'cn)mt-ut to distribute cloths
to the people. 1 find  that the method of distribution is quite faulty and Government
should find out some other ways by which they can make distribution of cloths more
effective, Then again, day before yesterday probably, we _heard the Hon’ble Premier
saying that the Government were not finding suitable agencies through whom they could
distribute cloths:. The District ()chcr{: were not very m.uch inclined to take up the rcs-
ponsibility on the around of shortare of nlhcvrs.‘ But 1 t_md, Siry recruitments are going
on day arid night in the Sul)l)]y.l)(‘l.)ill'l‘lln(‘.l.lt. So there is no ground '101‘ Government to
plead acute shortage of officers in dlsl:"l)])tttlng cloths to the people. Why the poor people
should suffer for no fault of thon: own ! It is the look-out of GO\rt:rnmcnt to find out
some means, it is the business of the Government to draw up cerfain S(‘hemcs_ by which
they can cfficiently dictribute cloths to the poor pcop\lc‘. I do not lind any  justification
for the Government in saying that they have got suflicient stock of standard cloth bue
that they cannot distribute tl}cr}l p.ropt_'rly. S0, my appeal to sovernment will be to
see that an cfficient system of distribution of standard cloth is evolved and no differen-
tiation is made in the matter of its distribution.

The Hon’ble M:mlm-i_Sniyi(l_ Sir MU[IAL\-I‘MAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, the hand of co-operation which my hon. _ I-_ru‘n_cl, Mr. Mookerjee, has extended,
1 readily —grasp. I won't indulge in  recrimination when matters are placed
in a very logical, sensible and sound manner.

We have got sullicient stock o‘l' sl:m(!a!'d colths in the Province now. Up-
to- date figures put it at the total of 11 ]nl“EOl:l despatched—over one crore yards—
of which, according to our figures, 4} Illlll'l()l‘l or 45 lakhs have already been
distributed. Even then I have hcard complaints from various quarters that the
distribution has not becen cither proper or adequate. So long Government had
insisted when there was a shortage of stock that only the poor people, who would
be fortified with a certificate of poverty cither from the village Sarpanches or by
a responsible officer would alone get standard cloths which were distributed from
Government agencies, but when we got large stock very recently, I immediately
issued orders to all Dcputy Commissioners not to insist upon certificate of pover-
ty, but to sell it to any one and every one. I am indeed sorry to hear that in
certain arcas stock of standard cloths were opened and then had to be re-packed
for want of price lists, as my hon. Friend, Srijut Chaudhuri, has pointed out.
I cannot concecive of such a state of aflairs, because printed lists were supplied

*Speech not corrected by the hon. Member |,
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to all the Deputy Commissioners.  In answer, probably to o Ouestion of my hon-
Ii 11y the House table.

Friend, Mr. Mookerjee, 1 placed & copy of the price t

Then again, Sir, hearing all these ru::.;]lizig.i-b from diffc t hon Members that
distribution has entirely  been inadequate  inspite of Government’s best cflorts, 1
have very recently, about a month ago, ;1|,[m1'mr-i an lnspector to push the distri-
bution of standard cloth. He is now ":'ni:;w in the Provinees and '.1'\ SOON A we

- -y - ! - " .
hear from him that there are sufficient stock n the hands of all the Deputy

at once  to the  public,

Commissioners, we shall issue instruction to release them

On the top of that, according to the distribution »f Stand.ad Cloth Scheme under

the orders of the Government of India, we appointed o Provincial Advisory Board

for standard .cloths alone,  We had two sittings of this Board  during  the last one
year. Unfortunately some of the very influential  and  unportant members could
net attend thosc meetings.  The chief person that I have inomind is my hon.
Friend, Babu Kamini Kumar Sen, from whom I thought T would get great help.
Any way, this Board is :.;Hirw, tomorrow ane as there are as many as five hon.
Members of this House represented in the Board, we hope to gel sullicient indi-
.ations from them as to ihe best way of distributing standard cloth.  As circums-
tanced we are now, if sufficient  stocks come, there will he no o space to keep
them. So, after hearing my hon. Frienls tomorrow, we will devise means of its
distribution which may prove more satisfactory than what we have been able to
do hitherto. We have fmp!"-. that by the ;ll,]‘;r,im;“vm of this Inspector for stan-
dard cloth there will he some  umprovement in the matter of its distribution.
My idea is that' if our Food Committees in which my hon I'riends ot both the
Houses are placed get functioning properly then they will be in a position to see
that this poor man’s cioth is really and properly distributed to  the poor people.
I have taken cvery possible steps for its better distribution ; if there is any fault
in the distribution itself it will be solved  soon. I hope my hon. Iriends are
satisfied with the explanations that T have given.

Mr. Chaudhuri while discussing the topics of standard cloth brought in the
question of the ?1(1(]Uihitivf)n of the Weaving School and I omay  be permitted  to
say a few “{ords about it

Sir, military authoritics wanted to take over the
which the Department of Industries was fithting for a long
. sudden there was an urgent anessige that these buildings were required for very
special military purposcs. The Industries Departinent thought that they would not be
alone to fight against this recent demand, so they ])uslu-(l on the file to me.

Weaving  School, against
tirne. T'hen, all on

able

?b Jrotcslf'—‘.l. to the Government  of India on the line snggested by my  hon.

Friend, Sr::]tjt_ (}l?audl:mrl, that at a time when there is acute  shortage of cloth

the only institution in the Assam Valley which was endeavouring to supplement
as the institution shall have to be

indigenous looms, should not be closed down
closed, if it is occupicd by the military. But our protests to Delhi were in vain.
Thereafter, I agamn  protested and requested them to spare the main school
building and take over all the other structures —the hostels, the office, the empo-
qum and even the dycing laboratory. Because in the school Luilding  numerous
Jooms Aare fitted, there is one IHattersley power loom also, and it will be diffi-
cult to dismantle Fh'c;n, the Jacquard looms, and re-erect them again in another place.
pBut the ‘authrmtlcs at  Delhi were adamant. They said that this building was
rchi’-"":(_l for a _very  special purpose and it is very likely that its nearness to
the Railway station was the incentive for its acquisition. Now, [ find, Sir, that
these buildings have been made over to the American personnel who are ’oper-
ating the Bengal and Assam Railway. Every kind of protest was made by us.
we fought tooth and nail to the last for this institution. My Friend, Mr.
Chaudhuri, SﬂYS.thﬁ‘t why the Government did not build another .school before
handing lt_ over.  The actual delivery ol possession was  very quick.  We had no
time to  build. " Moreover building materials are not obtainable at the present
moment. Wfi_l have approached the military for some materials like thatch and
pamboo 50 that we can build it cither at Gauhati or at Palashbari, The Hon’ble

N
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Minister in-charge will consider whether the school cannot be restarted either at
Gauhati or at Palashbari. : .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: In view of what I have heard from
the Hon’ble Premier 1 do not like 1o press my Motion.

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. o 5

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the provision of
Rs.68,05,500 under Grant No. 34, Major head—85A.-—~Capital -outlay on Pm‘:mc.ml
Schemes connected with War, Minor head —B,-~Motor Transport Organisation
(total) at page 154 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100. i. e, the amount O
the whole grant of Rs. 16,060,500 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

My object in moving this cut Motion is to raise a general discussion about the
Motor Transport Oreantsation in the Province. This matter came up in the last
November Session also when it was very thoroughly discussed. What we could then
understand, from the statement made by Government at that tune was that this
_f)rg:mis:ninn would do immense good to the people of the Province. But pract-
ically it has not done what we expected during these abnormal days. 1 may
inform the House, that to our utter misfortune so far as my part of the country
Is concerned, the people are suffering for the last one year. People have become
subject to various sorts of hardship not only on account of foot traffic but also
for  want of proper l;l‘rfl[lllt‘r‘- with I'L‘S‘.El‘(l- to the daily necessaries of life. Sir,
frankly speaking, since after the abolition of the Shaistaganj—Habiganj branch
of the Railway, the pcfuplc of Habiganj town are passing their days sometimes without
getting the  very \_'ltnl necessaries  of - life.  They are not in a position  to
get  their  things  either through l‘illf\\::l,\_' or through motor or by boat. That
unfortunate town is practically cut off’ from all sorts of communications. The
river Barak has .h(-(-n silted up since many years past. Boat communication in
the dry season is :111':)gcthcr stopped. 1 put several Questions regarding this
Mmatter  so that the Government f‘()uld_ see  with all seriousness that transport
facilities were given to the people of Habiganj as early as possible on the eround

= ~ = 5 ey, . 3 o
that people were cut oll lu‘)m all sorts of communications. But to m
utter surprise, 1 noticed that ‘(xuvvrmncnt_m reply said that there was still roa§
Communication. It was C-\'PCL!Cd- that since after the abolition of that railwav
branch Government would be in a hurry to see that motor transport coclld“l?
arranged there for the purpose of g()oc_ls and passenger traflic. I am not s ! Y
kecen for the passenger .tl:alhc. ) It is extremely necessary that the G ,ho. G
-?hould loale 1 ghe ﬁw!];t.}(_:s. oll the  people living in that town. '1‘11?;)?1;1231]3
tJl;,atg'gwcn the transport lacilities 7y motor, but the Government have failed in
Again, Sir, if I ]nlgl]:t spcak] about _the othc_,. facilities of the tate .
owners, they are also very much handu:appcd in getting their neness motox
parts. Even those gentlemen who are maintainig motor cars for th cessary  motor
and for their routine wqu, are in extreme di[ﬁculty to O_Etelr personal use
e. g., tyres and other _thlngs. With regard to petrol, the le;as i .érmtor parts,
Even men of high position are not allowed more than twelve oraﬁ- the better.
per quarter. In order to remedy these things, Sir, I draw immediat :
the Government. ©. atiention of

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: M. Speaker, Sir, 1 find :
Budget the provision made under the Motor Organisation h’ead isrl (8t i the
one. In all other cases we find that Government wants oSt peculiar
expenditure. Here I find against ultimate total B at page 153 I‘Sfme‘ money for
Organisation minus nineteen lakhs ninety-four thousand five h Otgl- Tran_sport
really fail to understand why this amount has been shown in sunhmd. Slr’. I
way specially  when there was such_ a hue and cry about the uch a peculiar
this organisation on the floor of this House during the last N management of
During the last Budget Session also I requested the Hc:n’bl ovember Session,
to come before the House with a detailed account of thjg de S Minister
iy impossible for any one to understand the real position ?[l;artment. Sir, it

. we go through

.
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the - i i . 2 i
U" *  explanation given in  the Budget  Memorandum e do ot find  any  light
) re PP . 4 .r 1 3 o T, o1 : ‘ .
it 1 SINOVe  our ‘rhihr ulty. 5”.. I shall be crateful o the Hon ble Priome Mimster
: 1 can enlighten e why the 1ncome wa not shown an the recapt side §
?“d the expenditure on the expend ure side [onstead of donge that, the mios ';.
igure has been shown here in a most pecubiar way a0 that nobody can unders §
stand anything. I'here are many other departinents w here e enue deived s more than
l}I(: !f;&];r:n(!:[un: incurred [hf*".' also could bhe shown with s fivures bur that 15 not
‘El_f)nc and why this ffft]):ulmr' here whieye mnany  uply fUlItOurs are  afloat ?
Sir, when I deliver:d my Budget  speech | mentioned  abour a few ugly rumours §

a]’:d at that tirm:' I said that | wolud deal with it in detail swhen the Demand for
Grants under this head would be placed belore this House. o Sir, I understand
that postal stamps -1 hope the Hon'ble Premicr will  make a4 note of all
these allegations—worth about rupees one thou and have been written off,

A date was fixed for the sale of several vehneles and it was advertised in the
paper. But the sale ook place belore  the appointed date | .un  sorry that
my hon. Friend Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Alias abent now. 1 understand that
he sent a wire to the Hon’ble Prime Minister and thereby he brought this to the notice
of the Hon’ble Premier who had to intervene and '.IIEJ.'»"‘"le".Ilfl‘»', I understand, the for-
mer sale was cancelled and the said vehicles were sold alterwards in auction. I want
to be enlightened on this point also.

‘I’hen, Sir, as regards !)]?lllli choques 1 understand  that the oflicer who has
the power to sign (:h'f:qm:.s left some blank cheques with his signatures without any entry
of the amounts, in favour of a  certiin Company at Calcutta. I my information is
right, the name of the Company is Cox & Kings I may be wrong as regards the
name of the Company, but so far as the blank cheques are concerned, 1 have suffi-
cient rcasorn Lo believe that some blank cheques were left at Caleutta and T understan
that this has been brought to the notice of the Comptroller ol the Province. 1f the
Hon’ble Premicr carcs to enquire he will get some  light from that department 88
well. Sir, I understand, the pay ovders arc signed by Mis. Adamson, though W¢
got an assurance f'rum_lhc I;l(m’l;lg Premicer that he would sce his way so that one
who had no connection with this organisation should be removed. 1 want to be
enlightened how far he has succeeded in this respect. Here I think, Sir, shall be failing
in my duty and ,I shal}l cpr.nrfnt a crime if I d:; not mention, as I have Ll!ldc]‘sl()()d, that
though the Hon’ble Irclzuzn(:l had tried to make things right in this direction, Sir, he has
failed. As regards sparc  parts at I'{un;_{;mmti Workshop are concerned, 1 under
stand that the stock does not 'tul]y with the record and moreover the stock registe®
which are supposcd_ to be kept in the head office was alterwards translerred  to Rangd-
mati. W hether this facg has l)cg:n l)rougl_n to the notice of the Hon’ble  Premier, I @
not know. I hope he WIIU enquire and give a suitable reply 1o this also.  As rcgﬂrds
ather exp?ndzturc’, b“‘., Ul:ld(:rstflﬂd that when some of the fortunate oflicers are 0
s mu{'assl'l, they d\I’C‘S.uppl.lcd Wltll.CO!_Jklng utensils, cutlery, crockery, ctc. Iivcrylh{"g
has a limib but htrt_ in [_h.ls organisation there is no limit. If the Hon’ble Prem®
takes the trDUbl":hPOc(l'nq'uug he will come to know how the money of  this Province
bheing used by this department. It may be said that after all these we are  making *

rofit, But, Bir, sl_lall we be satisfied with this ? At least I am onc of those who
will never be S_allSﬁCd with moncy qn]y. overlooking the moral side of it altogether. The
other day I said t}tlz-lt due to the rise in prices of essential commodities and due 10 the
critical tme W_hlcdif_i prevailing in this Province, the pecople with a low  and limit¢
income are being driven to take recourse to corrupt practices. But should not the

k all this ? It is high ti e 1
;overnment G : is high time that the Hon’ble Premier she el
s this and take all round necessary steps. uld  take

with these words, I support the Motion.

The Horfw bltf_:_ Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA @ Mr, gpeakeh
Sir, the Cut I;) ;m::;novﬁld bY Maulavi Abdur Rahman confines itsell to the deficien®
of ¢ransport  P¢ ween abiganj and Shaistaganj since the Dbranch rajlway Wwis

: wiIl- s
wlthglfli‘c Hon’ble the SPEAKER :

The Motion was to raise a general discussion

——
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The Hon’ble NMaulavi Saivid  Sir .\Il'll_.—\.\l.\l:\!) S.-\AD!JL.LA s “Yes:" Siv:
The position as regards  this —~between “;llw__:'.‘ln_' and _hlua}stzlu:xtzj—ns l?m} w!wn my
Friend, the Mover, and some other Members from Habiganj saw me to say that t.ey
must hiave a substitute transport arrangements, I at once prnnnscc! them that T would
see that some lend ard lease lorries are l'(‘l(‘il.\l‘(.l IOl“ plying on t-rn.\‘ road and 1 asked
them that instead of individual people competing for these Inr!.‘u‘s. t'h(-.'_v' should ﬁ)_rnl
into an association or svndicate .:m(l ti‘n'u they ~:lmul_(l ;1|)[?|}' in their name. _I'Ia\rmg
made this promise T got information from the Regional Transport Authority that
alrcady some 5 or 6 huses were running on that road and tll.('l‘c was room for one or two
only. Fwven then I remoembered my promise that 1 would Issue some new lorries for
that road, because the bus owners who were ::lrvpdy .plymg,' were doing so as an
experiment owing to the very '“‘L'"‘.‘; "f'!‘ﬁ"“““ of their ] lorries, I _can assure my
Friend that if the present transport facilities on th;u_ m‘-.ul is not sui_hclcnt and if this is
borne out by the Rl‘.‘dimlii]‘l "-"“-"‘l“""_-'\“fl""'”.\' of Sylhet, 1 .\‘\'111 leave _No  stone
unturned to release a lew ol those lorries from the Assam Motor I'ransport for use in
. .‘\l;:'_.l'li.:\lI)\';\N’:\'l'll A% )()l\'.l-‘.l{‘]. EE : ’_.}n a p:)inl_ of pc.rstma_l iulbrmution, Sir.
When there is such a great transport dl”u‘-ll;lt-.\' in the Provinece will thg! 1'1051’!)10, Pre mier
see that all the motor vehicles l_'“(_l“l‘ tns (lt‘._l,):u'um‘nl are used for civil population
when all those vehicles are lfllflﬂ"' ]‘_1_5 full control : .

The Hon’ble Maulavi h‘.'nyul Sir I\ll_;l.*i.-\i\‘l;\[:\l) SAADULLA Next I come to
the criticisin of Mr. -\l””k"".l""'_ . H.C km)“\ fElllf'w{:.]l ll?i‘ll._ O_HI." vesterday we discussed
in another place about the extreme necessity of transferring some of  he lorries  fop

BEPCEIL Heet s ATE MOORERTEE ;T wiint e whols g

'['lll' l'l”ll.])l" A\I(UII"IVE S.ll\i(! .";.il' I\IUII.\L\II\I.‘\]) S“\!\I)ULI_:A : It \Vi” not b&
vassible to relcase the whole feet ol 500, Bm_\\'u h;l\-'C. already decided to divert at least
1106 lm.‘riv‘ immediately for civil need, out of the lorries that we have got now ; we 3

s . Arter = are
expecting to receive 100 more dm'm:sg the quarter :\l?l 1_l _and June when 50 per Ce(m?
(‘)‘[.i lht)‘il‘!j w-hi("lt'* will be diverted for the transport of civil passengers and goods Onlv-
So. we are moving in the same line as my Friend who has spoken  on the Subjcg':r;

) « . e

thlm:i’"ht:n a shrewd critic who huS‘.5-3.'(")[‘1llill‘ll-lllt‘!!“{l.]-)ltz ways of gctting inf‘urmation, I mean
Mr. Mockcrjec s given s seme it for my secial enqui o i e
e T Yoia i o me. l = - 8 Jostal stam
i:;‘(‘n::l”ig‘}?’“ .l.“}\’;v;zrém.ds sale of nlc-l' ]mscs,‘ I}QI‘\.?{‘cn‘ﬂJcrs may remember that ?}fe\::'?gi?]otl
elea of asmgting Dhis org:mlsmml“ .“.151 [Of‘:(:l):]'l:'ll'-“ SO ‘old \’C]l;lC](‘S and after 1‘('(:011diticminz:,r
them, to put them again on th‘(. ln):}(' ‘ « llf:\\l hlmdu.I(r. _ ut when the GO"Crnmcnt ?
India came to our aid and hac '!?).1-\'.‘:'1- ;qu, .}n ? “'l.d lorries W(.: found it bettel‘ a 5
more  profitable  to use those ](;I;lt-b ‘I,D:l I(I:l. thdn_lo try to recondition those olg cra::‘}:d
So it was decided to sell these ol¢ oraes Lhat were lying gt the Bamboobar; of Doop >
Tey Estate.  Some were sold l)i}[t‘)j("i,' ’th-:' dalgc for salcbby Ppublic auction o the balamea
was fixed, one particu'ar «;I]CII\'i;)( Ud'le:I ]).m.(-)p(,\'-‘?n USINCSs man made an offp, oi‘?lce
‘wholc lot for a sumn of Rs.1.20,000. 1 rovincial Motor Controller thoghe 3 e
very good offer and therclore wanted to close the bargain before the date f f 1t a

i 5 xed for
tion. Some people of Jorhat who had interest to buy these lorries by way of disxlngflut?
o : = : ntj-

ing, and sclling the sparc parss, got hold of Khan Bahadur Maulav.i Keramay Al wh
sent me a wire of protest. I enquired  and found long before the WIre was sent |, :1 o
Khan Bahadur, the European gentleman who huc! made _the ofler had ba(‘kcdy 1(_3
Thereafier, a new datc was fixed for sale and only this morning I got the informagul.
that the old  cracks have been sold for Rs.1,08,000 il we could clinch the o lon
with the European geﬁ:lgﬁ;}n 1‘:?12 made the first offer, the Province would haye f:ég
‘ed by about Rs.1Z, IO Cr G .
hcnclf\i/k([;'d ?{A[DYANATH MOOI_\!&RJI*,EL: May I mtervene on  thig point, Siw o
When that transaction was nnol- ;Q;I\f'("l"l _e[lc'ct to, T .:un not going to accept that th(; 1'1'1 L
saction was closed at Rs.l_,.d(),ﬂ.n?_ Tt might he Rs 50,000 and [ say that the va}dn-
has been benefited to the extent ol -‘??-53,000 and there has been no Joss at all, i
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -

. ; We
the offer of that particular gentleman in black and white, have 8ot
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: ‘Then why was he not compelled to act
according to the terms of that offer ?

The Hon’ble Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA . I the House wants that
Government should start a hitigation for breach of contract 5

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Yes.

The Hon’ble Saiyid Sir MUHAMMALD SAADULLA : - We thought that sale by
;)Ub”(? auction that was wanted by some hon, Members of this House was the i)(‘s.l
means and we have realised Rs.1,08,000. 1 could not understand the charge about
Jeaving a blank cheque w th Messrs Cox and Kings.  Messars. Cox and Kings are very
; but what is the insinuation about leaving a blank r!n'clnr; with that

reputable bankers 3
reputable firm 1 could not follow * T am not adimitting that o blank cheque was left

with Messrs. Cox and Kings because 1 have not heard of 1t before But I say that I
would make an enquiry into  this matter or rather the Comptroller who audits all our
accounts will certainly  pursue the mater if sufhcient materials are placed by my
Friend. y my
‘Then 1 come to the pay orders signed by Mrs, Adamson. T have not heard »of it
If such pay orders arc signed by a person who has got no rvesponsible position in that
establishment, it will not be accepted by the Comptroller and no payment could be
made. Then the officers and establishment who are thus denied their salaries at the
pr(,p(;r time arc f]lC.})f’.'\'f persons to :I]Jj)ru::t:h the Government and tell them about (l]is
irregularity. In this connection iy Friend mentioned whether I have been able to see
that Mrs Adamson does not interfere in the work or this organisation. I have taken
steps and I am sure that as soon as the separation between the Assam Transport Au-
thority and the Provincial Motor Iransport Organisation is cffected. which we propose
to effect by 1st of April next, she will not come to office and interfere. She may come
to sce her husband, but she will not interfere or do any work.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUIL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : How is this
that after so long a discussion in last November we hear of her apgain 2

The Hon’ble Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The question of spare
parts at Rangamati has been reported to me. “T'be true statement ol aflairs is this,
The Comptroller wanted to check the stores, bu. Mr. Adamson found that the clerk
conceined who had gone on leave had neglected hie duties.  He therefore with tl e con-
Sent of Mi. Patton, our Finance Sccrctary, arranged for Mr. Walton of the Assam Oil
Company who was avilable at  the spot  to make a physical verification,  The books
were in Shillong, they were sent to Rangamati as Mr. Raghaban who was ihere on
duty and was well acquinted with these accounts was asked to enter them,  The Com-
ptroller objected to the procedure, but he is the man who knows best  how the
clerk had let the Provincial Motor ‘I'ransport Controller down.

just

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Was Mr. Walton a subordinate to
Mr. Adamson when Mr. Adamson was working in the Burma Oil Company ?

The Hon’ble Maulavy Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Mr. Walton
- js from the Assam O'] Company and he was only employed for the physical verification

of the store.

Then, Sir, the allegation made is that officers who go out on duty into the plains
are provided with cutleries and crockeries. This is news to me. I cannot corlljct:ivc
that Assam Government revenue has been spent in providing cutleries and crockeries
for our Provincial M_()tor I'ransport Controller or anyone subordinate to him. How-
ever, as th? al’eg'atlon has been made with due authority of no less a cré than
Mr. Moolge_rjee, I will make an enquiry and let him know whether it is truepor Oll(l)t

My Friend Mr. Mook« rjee complained about the showing of receipts as aldet;luCt
eniry into our Budget. If he has read the explanation that has been given in the
Budget Memorandum at page 5............ SRS

Mr. BAIDXANA'I_‘H MOOKER]JEE : I have rcad it thrice.

The Hon’ble .Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  If so, there hould not
have been any wcriticism at all. It is.at the mstane ] ; " whe is th

- N 1ticl It is at the instance of the Comptroller who is the
highest audit authority in the Provirce that this new systcm has been adopted, Lo

ey 2
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In the Memorandum it is stated thus, Sir: : e gL .

“A sum ol I'rs. 18,90 was also anticipated as ecarnings ol tlu‘.nl'g‘nnlsamim imd. credit
for these  receipts was taken under the revenue receipt head .1:.1"_"“1"}(!:]101‘(!1;)1:’1::}-'
receipts, but as capital accounts are being maintained for this orgalnmtmn'lt 1as been
decided at the instance of the Comptroller to take all receipts from  sale proceeds
and earnines  of the organisation in r:-duqinn of ‘v.\:p‘cndltprc and lh}S l_\as been
done both in the revised and the lm:lgv%. I'’he activities of the O_l‘g;l}nls;l'tlon -]1:1\’0
largely expanded and it is snticipated that in the current year there wll.l e an expen-
diture of T'rs.88,00 while recoveries are taken at 1 RS.J‘},U."'lc;l\’lnf..{ a d(‘ﬁ‘mt. ol
Trs.49,00. T'he Controller, Motor T'ransport Organization, anticipates that the capital
outlav will be recovered in a ;un:ulu.l of three years and as \\’I.” be seen in thq budgct_
year he anticipates a recovery of i!{sltiﬂ.llli against t]“f_ “Ntmmted expenditure of
"l'us.ﬁ}t,nh, thus showing 1 net profit of T'rRs. 19,94 in 1944-45. e {

This explanation clearly .\lm\\_'s \\'ln_}' a4 munus entry h;ls_lu'vn shown for t!}c receipts,

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my
.
.\‘U“"I.'Il]z'c- Motion was, by Ic-.xx'n"cll' the .I louse, \\"iih(l-l‘il\\'ll.

The Hon’ble the SPEAK ER: The (:?_llt‘\".l(lll 18 : ‘ .

“That a2 sum not exceeding l{s.-l»h,(_lﬂ_,:)(lﬂ he gr;mtﬂ‘] o (lciraly tlllc chm'gcs which
will com~ in the course of payment (‘lllrm.'* the year ending on the 31st March 1944,
for the administration of the head “Capital outlay on
with war.”

The Question was adopted.

Provincial schemes connected

GRANT No.32.
(61A.- - Transfer to Revenue Reserve Fund)

The Hon’ble Maulavi .-\BI)L‘JL ;\'[:\Tl.\l" C‘I' {:\UI)HUR_‘I.: On the recommen -
dation of His Iixcellency the Governor i()!~:\SMln’ 1 hcg, .Sll‘, .t() move that a sum
not exceeding Rs.25.00,000 be gl-;uu::cll_tQ :o[.mly‘ t'hc‘ (~ll£llg.l2.\ which \\“'l” come n the
Cotirse of pllYI["'”” during the year enc l[!{; :.11 t‘ul.1 ﬂxt R;I:u C.l’l‘, 1945, for the adminis.
tration of the head ““64A. — l_l“f'l*fﬁ‘ [l.) "“"L"u“‘.\\lh-‘\Cl\’(: Fund”,
The Hon’ble the S]’l""\l\.‘l"l{: ‘3!0:)1(:]1\";11{)?-‘-(“_ :
““Ihat a sum not exceeding Rs.25,00,000 be granted to defr

- ! ay the charges which

will come in the course of payment (_lllrmf-.{ ‘ll‘lt‘- year ending ow, the 31st. ‘\'I*‘l“"ll’ 1945

for the rlslm'ni*lrmtion of tle head ‘64A.—Transfer to Revenue Reserve F ’
: s

und ™
IS moved the
¢ shall go op
1. for discussion

There are a number of cut '.\fImi_(ms. I think if one cut Motion
whole matter may be discusscd. | I nIlzlj\’ lCl: 1”]~c- lion. Nh':mhurs that w
With this Demand u]; to 4 p.a., and would extend the time up to 5 p.y
0 3 . ~mand. — ~ g

fth?\dci-{th%)[;I\];ANA'l’I-l 1\40()5\]-,!{ cJIHC‘ _’Mf‘- Spt‘-ﬂgkcr, Sir, T beg to move  that the
total  provision of Rs.:zs,OO,OO(lSSn o s o 11>E0-31;, Major head 64A.—Trangfer to
Revenue Reserve Fund at pﬂg‘i{‘ 25 0(()) 00(;('d < 5? ((i e By Rs. 100, ie., the
amount of the whole grant o.f Rs. J’, st o) st:m‘ reduced by Rs.100.

Sir, T have tabled this Motion, as w G know very lltile of our Gover
Vities so far as this department 1s ‘coricel ned. Sir, the Lengml Government appears to
have undertaken the job of p()SC*Wd‘.I reconstruction in Il?dla, and not Jless than 180
committees are supposcd to _bc |)usy. examining  the various aspects of the S
reconstruction. Under the instructions ol. the Central Government various PI‘OVincial
Governments, including the Assam Goycn_mpcnt, have ‘formec_l post-war reconstruction
committees. Whatever may be the [unction or findings of these Committees, I apm
however of the opinion that so far as 9ur country is concerned, the subject is one of
post-war regencration, rather tihan ]Zosl-war reconst.ru’ctl?n.‘- Trul)_r speaking, post-war
reconstruction connotes rcad_JU_Stant’ of economic reiations which may have beep
disturbed by the war an'd repairing wlmt have been demolished oy damaged and Putting
these things back to their pre-war stage.

Post-war reconstruction or regeneration In our country can h
Tt is rescuing her from chronic poverty, from 1gnorance,

nment’s a¢yi.

ave only one Mmeaning,
starvatign and discases,
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It therefore presupposes that regeneration of our country is planning  and working for
the fuller utilisation of natural resources of the Provinee and the o principal sources

of production of our Province are agriculture and industry, Nothineg within living
memory has produce d such an acute [eeling of pantc and sense of msecurity in the
minds of the public as the present shortage of food and other coenual necessaries of
life. ‘This crisis has not descended from the sky all on o sudden, but was nourished
‘“I'hanks to the war” (in the words of 1y hon. Frend Mre. Marak,) this
starvation, 4‘}».'!‘ Tl
Fhic 1s not a4 new pheno-

il

underground.
long hidden and suppressed malady of

supply and mal-nutrition has now come to the surface
Eighty per cent. of the population ase ensaged i avriculture and are the

:!:.:ll:wlll.'u v ol {ood

menon,
victims of chronic starvation from yeas’s beginning to year
born in debt, live in debt and die in debt, leaving the bhurden  of accumulated debt to
their posterity is an admission of the Roval Commission on Agriculture
Dr. Ackroyd, an eminent British Scientist, who is an ofhcer of the Government ol
India, has stated, ““that a very large increase in the production of various food  is neces-
[ satisflactory level™, He recoms-
mends that I,rr‘dm'riun of cereals should be increased by 30 per conn, pulses by 100 per
cent., milk and milk products by 300 per cent., vegetahbles by 100 per cent., meat, fish
and eggs by several hundred per cont. “There is plenty of scop e here for the application
of scientific methods to agriculture, animal husbandry  and hshery,  On i broader view
there scems no recason why India should, in a well-organised world, be  entirely  sell-
dependent as regards her food supply. “The mind of men even amidst the [;l'tfsclll
perplexity and r;nnlnsfmg is slowly groping it« way towiards the conception of a planned
world economy ip which the enormous resources which the application of science can
create will be distributed ac ording to the need of cach group with'n our species,
Sir. ours is an agricultural Province and the most important problem is to  increase
' This means not only increasing outturn per aere but

el I he o people are—

sary to raisc the existing standard of living in India 1o

the income of the cultivators.
also reviving and developing a number of industries.  So long as [!.:is. is not done, the
position of the masscs will not be materially better. Qur culture s the culture of the
open ficld, but our ;1;_;1‘it'ulrulc 15 .I}It' r_nn.*;: UIlr:J;-:trltr;f-(l _.'m(! m:-i(iu'nlthzl in the world.
T'"he most lmportant coursc ()[.Zl('.th‘:l.l here s scientific planning.  The problems of
reconstruction or planning are heing  discusse (! by the Post-War Reconstruction Com-
mittee of the Assam Governinent ancl .tlu- public do not know the lines alcng  which
the discussions arc being made. Jut in r,[h('.r countrics a net work of public  organisa-
at work studying and discussing the important problems. 4

Government that o good system of planning for

the availability of raw

tions 1s
1 would like to suggest to the
reconstruction requirces thorough statistical knowledge about
materials, conditions of market and other resources.

[At this stage the Hon’ble Speaker vacated the Chair, and the Deputy Speaker
OCcupiCd 1t_] : 5 s ‘

Lack of reliable statistical information will be our greatest handicap.  We should
not copy the method of post-war planning adopted in western countries biu; we
should draw our own programme of work suitable to our Provincial necds ;t;:(l requi-
rements, as our stoggering  poverty, low national income and low production ]arc
peoculiar. Fhe  fundamental principle which should govern our  post-war planning
is a sysicm of balmlr:f_‘cl cconomy by which a speedy development of industries like
sugar, jute, cotton, cinchana, pyrethrum, oil, paper, hydro-cleetricity, tobacco.  ete
which can make agriculture morc remuncrative, can be achicved., : %

The post-war reconstruction committee which should consist of  several  suly-com-
mittees Jnf‘.ludmg officials and non-officials should discuss important and urgent matrers
in the nation-building activities and should draw up a definite plan of work  for ﬁcve or
ten years in ad_vance. The plan should be wise and broad based s to be applicable
the whole Province. pHEe 8

The Govrc*rnm(‘n.l should not remain content with ¢ eeasional talks or passing  pious
rcsn]u‘_!()]ls. I'here is certainly a preat need of setting up bodies of technical and q}()_-l':n..
tific experts ol the propa qualitics 1o take stock ol our needs and I'(‘(lllil'(?l]](‘llisl to
survey the resources, to evolve the most scientific and  suitable techniques and 1;)
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prepare lor the Provinee all, round th‘\'l‘!’.']”!liﬂ!l on ('t1!.“]\!.".‘]“‘!15‘1\‘(" ;-u‘l-i \\'(.‘” Co-
ordinated plan without further delay.  This is the hrst necessity and there s no time to
lose. _
The DEPUTY SPEAKLER ¢ Cut Motion moved : > A
*“T'hat the total provision of Rs.25,00,000 lm(lm"(lr;nn No0.32, Myjor head—64A —
Transler to Revenue Reserve Fund - at page 150 of the Budget be veduced by ‘1{3.100‘3‘
i.e.. the amount ol the whole grant of Rs.25,00,000 do sl:mfl rlvtl_m‘vtl by 1\3:100.“
C Mr., I W, BLENNERHASSETT:  Mr. Deputy S[n:;lkvr..Sn', 1L s vucnur:lgmg to
sce that by thelr token transfer to the revenue l'(‘:\'l']'\'(‘-tllllll .ul _R\‘.L‘.D,UU,U'UU Govern-
ment ;u‘('c:pt the nm'v.\:\ily lor post-war 1'}'(‘,1)11\t1'url1m| mn l)!‘tl‘l(‘l])lt‘. It 18, hOWL‘\'L‘.l',
necessary it concurrently with the setting up of a reserve fund there should be. gz
very definite knowledge of the steps, step by step, which will be taken along  the path
of reconstruction. o far we have no indieation that Government have planned one of
them, ; : . ; . .
We heard the other day, Sir, that this war is proving of great benefit to a cert
section of peopic.  One s constrained to agree with
point.

> C ain

this somewhat restricted view.

But. however, that may be, the point ol view we must all accept is  that the
) : 3

war will cventually prove to have bheen more of curse than a blessing unless it results

; v B : : = i in
the achievement of those high aims for which the United Nations are fighting.

The waging of war is initseli a difficult business calling for great skill and leader.
ship from those who direct its course.  Their task is lightened though by the i that
. - ¥ <

during war there is a fair CZ\'[)("l‘l;Hi()]l !h;u those engaged in it
remain unified and imbued with one sn_lglc‘ purpose, namely, the
enemy.  But to those of us who I}:wu given serious 1Imug'.l.n to !‘hv )
ahead there is no doubt in our minds that with the sounaing of the ¢ C(‘&ls‘(‘ Fire » and
the firing ol the last shot the lcaders of the nations of the carth will ‘hv confronteq with
pt'ul)lvnis more vast than ever before l;ncvd.mcn —surpassing all problems of the war.
Let us, therefore, now, in company with hosts ol others, address ourse © this
task : the task of building a worthy future and hammer out plan 0‘[,

on either side wil]
vanquishing of the
problems hich lie

Ives

some  definite
2

action. . ; " ; 2 )

Whatever we may think of the merits or deir erits of Nature’s plan there
doubt that ihis world is (1(‘5“!;(‘(1 to 1.1(]\f.'111(:(‘ to 1ts illlill‘ voal along a path w
for all to sce. We cannot resist the influence that carries us along
‘. < SCC.

that path, 1.,
. . 3 . >
can sce o it that we are well-equipped to wravel in its way. ¥ U e
-an Sir. il we wish to make the best of what the future has in Store for yg
that |‘umi-’(.l is ’Un]yjust round the corner—we have no time to waste—the 2 and

Z . pI.CSSinw
N—— at Nature has giv : gn
is that we should take advantage of what Nature has given us to use oy OME ssoror ced

we are going to raisc the standard of living of the people, if we are going tOLc;\:}‘fct-} kg
health and Life, if we are going to_Imd work for thf: youngmen to do, then bwe 1em
cease flogging the L‘u‘lwﬂhng and lu"(:d horse of agrlcpklluic and turn oy attcmion ust
ke dl:V{:lol)Incnt of industry. Because Assam has ‘h:thm to been regarded ag . n o
agricultural Province, there 1s 217.('121115_{(3[‘ that we may come to think of j+ as hy Purely
future save in agriculture, but, Sir, that is not the case, for there are m

- Ving
- no
ajor jp
waiting to be developed. dustr

.. - ies
Pre-requisite to the development of industry is Power. My, Whittnker
3

. = . - 13 e PP rCT N o he

day, offered for our adoption a sloga\n Horse Power per head cquals jpeq Othep

hcaél > and I am now going to ask Government to promise us that the me  pey

< . o . . o

that s’;logan and take 1mmcdlr}tc steps to develop Power. It is waiting  f,. accent

hills arnd in the valleys—waiting to be harnessed and brought to the use of 111: I the
Considerable work has been done in the matter of exploration of the Hyd n.

poésibilitics of this Province. Surveys have been made, reports Written andlo-Electric

amount of enthusiasm has, from time to time, been stirred up. a ‘taj

<

; e _ . O More thgy, o
been done and now the time is ripe for the schemes which have been dec-larxci that hag
to be taken up and broug_ht to maturity. . o feagible

Some Members of this House may know but little of the subject
benefit, and I hope also to the interest of others, T propose

reviewin
various recommendations for Power development which have been,

and gq fo
; Jor the' .
gr very : brleﬁy " 11
rom time te tir'nle
(S}
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Some of these survevs were carrted  out by privale hirms or

advanced by experts.
Notable in tins latter  category

individuals, and some at the instance of Governinent
is the 1919 Triennial Reports on the Hydro-Electrie Survey ol Inde by Mre, T.W.
Mecars. His report on the Hydro-Electric  possibilities of  Assam was  sufficiently
encouraging (0 causc the then Provincial Government to entrust Mr. B AL Blenkinsop
with the task of making a survey of the entire Provinee and reporting on its potentiah-
tics.

Unfortunately beiore this gigantic task was anvthing  like completed, the work was

(;IUS(:(J down for want of funds, But we have enough in the report which was issued
to know that there are any way four schemes which are practicable. These are

known as :-

The Cherrapunji Project,

‘I'he Burnihat Project,

The Hukong Valley Project, and

The Baghmara-Siju-Jankaray P'roject.

The Cherrapunji Project is of doubtful value, largely because of the difficulty certain
to be experienced in building the necessary dams, for the stone on the site is so porous
and soft that considerable danger of the dam bursting has to be constantly remembered.

T he Burnihat Project is capable of develop ment upto probably 4,500 horse power, but
that is so low a horse-power that save perhaps for the lighting of Gauhati and district,
and the supply of moderate power to that neighbourhood, it would be of littde  value.
It is in fact one of those schemes which could be well left  alone for years to come,
though eventually it might be of service.

The Hukong Valley Project is a horse of quite a different colour.  The situation for
this project is in the Nong-Yong Valley which lies on  the level to the south of the
Patkai Range, some forty miles from Ledo. A study of the map will show that could
this scheme be developed the whole area in the Assam  Valley from Saikhowa Ghat
to Jorhat could obtain power without a relatively great deal of trouble or expense.
The success of the development of this scheme would depend on the daming ol a very
large catchment area.  T'he daming operation itself would not be a formidable under-
taking for it is estimated that the length of the dam would be only 350 feet at the top
and 125 feet at the bottom, with a height of  approximately 50 feet.  Plenty of good
hard rock is available at site for the purpose and no cement lining
It is estimated 85,500 horse power would be continually available.
power would be far in excess of anything which tea factories, town and village lighting
schemes, rice mills, railway Workshop, and so on in the area served could consume.
The presence of limestone on the site indicates the desirability of opening a vast Hydro-
Llectric Chemical IfldUSl!'Y there.  Calcium Carbide, Calcium  Cyanamide and
Cyanides are bu.It a f_ew of the possibilitics. T'he  fixation of atmospheric nitrogen by
electricity resulting in all the nitrogenous feriilisers  Assam  requires plus a large
srplus for export, Is another of the possibilitics this scheme opens up belore us.

Moreover, cement which needs limestone for manufacture, is another industry
which this sc_hemc would open up. Cement works are very large consumers of power,
and here is limestone for them, and adequate power for their development.

The Baghmara-Siju- fankaray Proj:ct.—The site of this scheme lies on  the Somes-
wari river in the Garo Hills. The reason for its development would exist very largely
in advantages accruing to parts of Sylhet and Mymeusingh. The development of the
Schcme_dcpends upon a fairly large dam and a long pipe-line of 10 feet in diameter.
Indications go to show that the scheme would be fairly costly and that only a mﬁter
ol 17,000 horse power would probably result. In the area, however, is a field estin;'ttcd
to hold 500,000,000 tons of good coal so that apart from the possibilities of the deve‘IO -
ment of the area as a commercial coal field there is a source of Thermal Power (l:n
the same site which means that during a water shortage coal would be used, instead
of water, and water would only be required in sufficient quantities to meet ,thc ‘d
of cooling and condensing. Recc

I have touched upon only the four schemes which have been more or less exhaus-
tively surveyed, but it remains to be said that there are numerous other places Wf,ich

would be required.
Now this horse
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would repay smiveving i both the vallevs.  Mr Allsup, the Chiet Electrical Inspector
and Electrical Adviser to the Government of Assam recently examined Hydro-Electric
possibilities in the west Khast Hills, and his remarks contained in the €1939 Report
on the Administration of the Indian  Electricity Act, 1910” on his discoveries were
,-(-\]mmihl;- for resus i(.::itu: interest in the Sl‘.l)_|('t‘.t

I am convinced beyond doubt that, apact from any other scheme which has been
referred to previously, Mr. Allsup  has discovered an area deserving the very  fullest
investization, for it promises  to (l('\'t‘]-)!) more :!(l\::lll(;lgt‘()llsl}' (save p(:l‘ll:tps the
Hukone Vallev) than any other scheme, Ainerals of various kinds exist also n this
area.  Cheap power necessary for their development being available, great benefit
must result from their explottation, o ‘ )

The presence of an excellent  grade China Clay in the area also
possibility of a ceramic industry.  Cheap  power would make this possible,
: '|'h‘._",”1\.;m“"“’_ of cheap electricity hardly need relerring to, so that it
diffidence T enumerate a few of them.

(@) All-round improvement by (‘h-.lm-r__ }-Iu'n[u'r,_ and
lichting, resuliinge in improved health and living conditions,

h) Provision of a purve water supply in towns and rural areas,

(#) The development ol cottage industries on a scale never before

f(l') The opening up of chemical and mineral industries,

(e) Electric mc.ui\"c' (h‘t\'llj“‘—‘{ [plr“:‘('.'tt ::_“li]?ll“‘ff‘l‘fl‘f'ﬁ,‘[ fuie ol »

(/) Air-conditioning (e-g-, lorv tea withering, etc.) and last but not least,
agriculture by irrigation. ——

could® fruitfully occupy itself «invest:gns:

I suggest a commission ‘s' ~may he te 1-] { (l., JVestgating  the hydro-
lectric possibilities of Assam. Some may be tempted to argue that during this e
ciecty ! 0Ss1i)1 . c . I 'll\’(‘ﬂti“"]_til)n\‘ I[ i‘ )0‘,'] I\ » S = 118 \\rﬂl. lt
is no time to he engaged n such mvestigs e S DRSIBIE  That, Conjointly witl

= loyment may ncrease.  This  consideration alone L a
post-war slump, uncmploy iy e e iy o Yttekon alone  drawsg ]
to the conclusion that now in fact is the time to undertake the survey 50 that ag

A Y . ‘ork, which would employ large numbers of (he S soon
as conditions permit, work, w : ) - M 1€ people, ¢q |
l‘ 'l(d e .I]I\‘er clectric schemes offer employment for al] classes of ’L ild be
starte J - S } o . «]s jp 2 = -
l-lizourvrsl lmil(l‘im_:‘ dams and doing the manual work, for the Bhadralok People {q,

suggoests the
18 with

more cllicient power ang
contemplated,

m proved

RTTI tendj

statiors and porforming all the technicalities involved. The survey, ag | ll':.:.rgé Power

would probably be fairly C‘)Stly’ll)-lllt : d”(]f‘mt tll-lllk it would cost more thap thl-cf:ld,
- Mass Literacy C: aign. :

four years® allotinents for Mass Literacy Gampaign or

In a recent speech }’y(:si(lcnt Roosevelt pointed out that (_;C““ﬂny forsn
developing hydro-clectric scl.l(nncs in nre:nly' f:.VCly {.()U.l'l‘tlly _“"hl(:h has e r‘l‘ow
> Germin The President pointedly asked whether, if Germayy, overrun
by the Germans. _ i b low Tebiind % cogd e
do this, the rest of us can @ g ; .
In the course of his reply to the Budget debate the HOP’IJ_IC Fin
deplored the fact that we have no Un:\'CrSIEY’ D 13-;1\'(? n(c]) Il)lr()vmcu11 Hig‘h Co
have no Agricultural Golle_s;tc,l wi*: llll:wc no lungmcefmg l-olcgc' Cigg o po“l,lrf’ %]
these thiné‘s will follow as ll‘g‘lt o_llcmjs the dr‘lrkneasT and ttu: serious C.leﬁcienc-el and
enumerated by Mr. NIoclkchLe wtl d1${1ppg’}_1, never more to return, les just
rrhc I)EPUT&’ Sl)LAKER . It 18 Pty ] ln'llnutes tO. _4'. The hOn. Me
requested to sez that this debate may be finished before¢ 4 P.M, Af oth;n‘ber is
1mber who would like to take part is also requested to economise e g e hon
Me The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA . \ Oldlngly.
gpeaker, Sir, Government should. be given some time for reply, Unlessr'I Deput
e utes, I shall not be able to finish my speech. get 1%
= Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, -
: .of the Post-War Reconstruction Scheme presupposes two thip S G the yey
ey f this war is in sight, and the other is that the war is going tq fse ne, that e
end 01_ and that there will be no geographical change of this Province en :
faYOI:var. Sir, it also presupposes that we have been making really
this » about success in this war. His ixcellency the Viceroy, the o 8ood
br”?wc must be well fed to bring this war to a successful end, My :
:il: really done anything to make this war successful ?

ance I\fIinister
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Sir, in other countrics war is waged with the consent of the people and for the
benefit of the people. Itis for the bencfit of the civil population, which is really

the reservoir from where military recruits are obtained, thoat wars are waged.,  Itis for
their benefit that the war is conducted. 't is for the contimuance of some benefit |
to the civil population that war is carried on in other countiies Here has Governe |
ment done all that is necessary to keep the people content Are we trying 0
preserve the morale of the civil population 7 Sir, is it any real attempt to keep the
morale of the pecople that we find thousands of our people voimng half fed from
day to day ; thousands are still dying for want of food belore their very eves and  they g

see with their very cyes that food is being wasted by the Militay Department and by
other Government Departments,  The first thing that we are to see 15 whether it 18
encouraging really to the formation of  an atnosphere o war  efforts.
Does it really please the civil population 7 If these nen e convicted and
tried for offences it would be a  diflerent thing, but when people see that their
own kith and kins are being detained, that they e detained  for years without
any trial, without any rhyme or reason, do they think that this war is being
fought for them ?  Sir, when they see their rising  pgencrations are not  allowed
facilities for their education, their education buildings are Leine snatched  away
for Military occupation, when they see that their stulents are not given  sufficient
quantities of kerosene to read and prepare for university exiuninations, do they
really think that this war is being fought for them, do they really  feel  the necessity
for having a Post-War Rcconstruction Scheme 2 On the one hand  yvou  are  denying
our rising generation facilities for education, for preparing and  appearing in the
university examinations and on the other hand you say that all these  Post-War
Reconstruction Schemes are going  to benefit them ;o it indecd  sounds  a mockery,
Sir. When we, Sir, with our very eyes sce people being shot  and  killed  without
any rhyme or reason and the assailants are not punished,  can  we take
that this war is being carried on for the benefit of our people 2 1 can cite
one tragic example, Sir ; only a few days ago a father and  his  daughter while
passing the railway line were shot dead by a nmulitiny gun without any rhyme oF
reasons. At any rate the reasons for this were not disclosed.  The  other day
at Pandu a man znd his wife, a young woman, while coming down were molested
by soldiers. They tried to’escape and got into a boat and as soon  as they got
into a boat thev were shot and the poor woman died.  Police came (o the spot
but could not get the culprits identified.  Are these the ways, Sir, that you really
prepare us for a successful termination of this war ?

Sir, after the war unemplioyment will increase manifold  but you are ;{i\'l'ﬂgr
away all the available lands now to the people  who come from outside, Al our
young men who zre now employed in the Army in various capacitics wij]l surely
be thrown out of employment at the end of thi§ war and surely they will have 10
fall back upon lands for carning their livelihood  but all our available lands are heing
given to outsiders ? Is this the way, Sir, that you are making a successful plan
for our youngman ? ) )

The Deputy SPEAKER : The hon. Member’s time is up.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Mr, Deputy Speaker, Sir, in the absence of
any detailed scheme pl.accd before the House, I do not understand how we cal
brf asked to vote ipr this particular Demand. Of late we have heard that a Post
War Recon_structlon_ Committee has boen  formed by the Government of Assall
and that this C‘ommfltec sat for some days. But up till now we have no  infopmation
whether that Committee Las been able to draw up any specific scheme. No report
has been Slllbmltt_ed for the information of this House or for the information 0
:gﬁage:ccr:t Ii‘tf?sh; . :;Vlt_hout. knowing the scheme itself and how the money is propose

Sp 2 ot desirable for us to decide anything about this Demand,

Sir, there has been criticism ublished in pa s that hat w I
fate of Indians after the war To r}r)n i o P:g}ors h‘d ha _wou]d‘!)c “?
the poorer classes of the peo ']c will = }t appears that thc cconomic Cnl}dlfIOIl ol
the war. 1f our provincia CI-'?OVernl sqltjous:]y_ be affected with the l(_‘l_‘mmation'ol

ment 1s willing to look after the economic  ¢gndition
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of our poorer classes of the people, 1 \\'()lll('l have found some specific and bcne_ﬁccnt
schemes drawn up by the Government which would go to a great extent to ar{lchorate
their cconomic condition.  But nothing of the sort has been prepared up till now,
It is only rumoured, that the District Authorities have been asksd to prepare road
schewes.  If that be the case and if by making some improvements of the road
communication Government think that they will be able to render real _benefit
to the poorer sections of our ])_mplv, 1 shuulcl say, Sir, ll_u-y are very n_mch mistaken.
Just after the war the economic bone of  the people will  be brokc.n. in such a way
‘that it will take o longer period for them to recoup _their own position. My friend
Mr. Mookerjee while moving the  Motion  was kind enough to touch upon the
condition of the poor agriculturists, particularly of the Province of Assam, where
agriculturists form the vast majority and  where the cconomic cnndltmn\ can only
be improved by the agriculturists. 1T would make an appeal to the Government
that they should he far more generous towards their plan to improve the condition
of the poor cultivators. o )

Then, Sir, with regard to industrialisation of the Province, unless the industries
of the "rovinee are improved this scheme cannot achieve the desired effect.

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir .\..IUH:\RH\I{\D SAADULLA :
Speaker, Sir, 1 find that the author of this Cut Motion
that the work we should aim at, 1s regeneration of our pec
nerhassett has supported that by -asserting that we should aim at reconstruction
of our industries through clectric  power, especially using hydro-clectric power,
Mr. Abdur Rahman reiterated the plea of my hon. Friend Mr. Mookerjee, but
I am constrained to characterise the speech  of ll“:. Leader of the Opposition as
degeneration of the cthics of debates in this l!”"-\'e~_ b’l',lil Iamto use an oft-quoted
phrase of English literature suited to the occasion-—crawing a red herring across
the line—-my Friend wanted to draw red herring across the line of

_ ] arguments of my
Friend as well as the scheme of the Government as regards post-war planning. Nobody
ean quarrel with what has been stated by the other speakers on this Cut Motion.

iverybody’s idea is to attempt to planan such a way th’a.t the st.al_u.iarc‘l of living of
our poor cultivators is raised; that they get the amenities of civilisation, education
sanitation and also trade and industry in _thcu' iuvpm‘. Every one is thinking
on that line. I think, Sir, there is a misconception on the minds of most hon,
Members as regards the scope and utility of this Post-War Rccc_mstruction Scheme
of the Assam Government. I'he schclm.: was started under divections from the
Central Govermment and in May 1943 a small clcpm't‘mcntal conference was
summoned to examine the matter ln:oadly. As a vesult of this meeting, departments
were addressed, asking for schemes in - respect ol any  post-war activities, including
those of dircet henefit to ex-soldiers, that l_hey could put up and it was decided that
a sccond meeting should be held to discuss those schemes. Comparatively little
progress was made, partly because dcp:u‘tm_cnts felt that the financial outlook was so
very hazy, and the only S.I)c:uﬁc scheme }vluch was sub_mltted was.tllat of the Director
of Agriculture for ;lgncult.ural colonies of ex-sol.d:ers_belongmg to Assam. The
sccond confercnce was held in the autumn by which time certain decisions of the
Government of India had clarified the situation, viz., that (@) the Post-War
Reconstruction Fund formed from the deferred pay of soldiers at Rs. 2 per month
would be dircctly devoted to the benefit of ex-soldiers in the form of

_ Mr. Deputy
has started with the plea
ple after the war.,  Mr. Blen-

ot ‘ ol Agricultural
"Centres in the main recruiting areas, (b) the Government of India

might assist
Provinces with funds in respect of both general post-war schemes of development

and of schemes for (h.c benefit of ex-sol:tliers,_ but could not ‘make‘ any specific
promises at the present juncturc, (¢) machmt-r_y In every dep_artrnent of the Central
Government which is concerned, would be devised for carrying the plans into the
realm of definite action, and in ecach sgch department there would be a specific
officer to encourage and co-ordinate provincial planning.

Sir, this left no room to doubt in the minds of provincial Governments diai i
original scheme formulated by the Government of India was for the benefit of the
demobiliscd  soldiers from  whom  deferred pay of a sum of Ry, 9 i being it
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Speaking from memory I can say that by this means atier the o o over, and it was
expected the war will last two years more, the tund thu ated will smount to
some twelve croes of rupees.  The demaolnlned coldies "1 ¢t . share out of this
but by this planning a very small proportion of the people, who I be demobilised,
will be benefited.  With that expeciation, attempt hoid - e ade to formulate
such schemes as to benefit not only  the demolnlised  woldies it alwo the population
in general in the country. To make a small beeainmng, beoau we are nog sure
whether the Government of India will help {or any such pla v population, we
have started this Post-War Reconstruction Schenie sty o 1 lo ias o el this vear., This
is the genesis of the Motion moved by iy Friend Hon'ble Moo Alxdul Natin Chaudhuri.,
From this bon. Members will at once find than cate ust oon the start. Some hon.
Members bp"(;i:’:”}' Mr. Abdur Lahman wanted to see pesult nnmediately. We
have, Sir, constituted different connnittees ke the Central Government to plan on

Governmment think that they require co-operation ol the lcaders

various matters.
of pul)]iC. With this ideca, we have divided the Post- Vo Planmnge ( ommittees into, for
the present, five different committees.  (ne Comnnttee o onmnnunications will be
represented by My, Baidvanath Mookerjee and Moo Amjad Al of this House and
in the sub-committee for the ifnjnrn.'rnjr:.! of Aprrnicaltare and Iulr‘\ll_\‘ we  have
Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur Rahman. I'here is a0 Hyeiene and Social Service
Committee in which nobody is represented from thic Houseo 'The Industries and
Resources Committees are pending  constitution but o Committee for - Demobilization
and Employment of soldiers have already been constituted in which the Raja of
Sidli will be represented from  this House.  Sir, it s thought that the Minister in
charge of the department concerned will normally be the chainman ol these sub-
committees and I may attend in any ol the siub-c ommittees if 1 hike. 1 have no doubt
whatsoever, Sir, that thesc sub-comnmitiees will pive their best thoughts, The
suggestions made by the hon. Members in then specches delivered in this House
to-day will be given duc weight. .

Sir, ours is an agricultural country and  greater attention wil
1mprove our methods of agriculture and also to try to mtru;]um: scientilic agriculture.
There is a hopeful sign that during the course ol the next few  years, Assam will have
plenty of fertiliscrs to usc in her agriculture, for very recently  the  Deputy
Electrical Commissioner with the Government of India visited Asgsam and  informed
. s that the Government of India was scriously contemplating  sclection. ol (lhurrapunji
for establishment of one of their fertilising factories.  'T'hose hon. Members who follow
the press may have r}o_ticcc_l that Government of India’s recommendation is to have
¢ five such fertilising facrories to spread all over India so that cheap manure may,
Sir, if the  Government ol

foundation of hydl‘O'

orid  system to  otner
Lo

will be paid to

about 11 2 ;
be available to our agriculturists. I lave no doubt,

India’s intention is given effect to, this would be the
electric project which could be progressively extended on the
developments.  Side by side  to improve  our agr culture,  we  should  try
industrialis_c and start new industrics in this matter.  We have not yet appointe
any committces, for we have not heen able to find barring the tea industry, any other
Organlsed 1r}dustry‘ in the Province from whom to draw mecmbers. My Friend Mr.
Mook.erjee is pcrfcctl_y correct in saying chat a scientific knowledge and scientific
technique arc mosl important in making suitable and Dbeneficial planning in this
behalf. My Friend Mr. Blennerhassett has done a public service in summarising
the different electric possibilitics that may be  utilised. He Dblesses  the Hukawng
valley project _and according to the figures laid by him, it scems that it will Dhe a very

owerful project and will suffice for the needs of the entive Upper Assani
This must s.urely be taken into consideration by cur Llccirical Adviser when it ig put
up before him. I need mention only one matter, 5ir, that although most of the hon.
M.cffn.bers here are not dll"CCt_ly interested in these sub-conimittees, we will welcome every
criticism by them, F“:ns_ll"-lCFlV(: or destructive, and I will request every one of thém to
devotc a portion of iheir Icisure hour to considering these cuestions and give e the
benefit of their advice. Sir, I have explained the necessity of moving the orjginal
Motion for kcﬁ}l;”"f% out of our balances a sum of 25 lakhs (o start Post-War Rcm)m%{ru;'
tion Fund. I hope hon. Members after hearing the points that I have stated l_)ef‘o;': the

—
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House, will ind no ditliculty tor casting their votes for the original Motion and to
reject the Cut Moton. ] :
" The DEPUTY SPEAKER @ Does the hon. Mover press his Motion.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: No, Sir. )

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : 1 hope the hon. Member has got the leave of the
House to withdraw his Moton. . .

The Motion was, by leave ot the House, withdrawn. .

The DEPUTY SPEAKER @ 1 am putting the main Motion as a question.

The (llu'\lir'll 15 . N

““That a sum not exceeding Rs.25,00 000 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending the 31st March 1945, for
the administration of the head 03A - ="Transler to Revenue Reserve Fund?® @

The question was adopted.

GRANT NO.33 -64B —CIVIL DEFENCE
The Hon'ble Khan Sahib  Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURIT -

On the recommendation of His Exceliency the Governor  of Assam, | beg, Sir, to move
that o sum not exceeding Rs 1492200 be  granted to defray the charges which will
come in the course ol payment during the year ending the 31st March
the administration ol the head “04B.-——Civil Defence™.

In movine this Motion, Sir, 1 think T should draw the attention of the hon.
Members of 1]‘1ﬁi_~; House to the fact that some of the measures ol our Civil Defence are
htl'i(‘.ll)' seeret ”“d (~(,“ﬁd('n(i.’l| matiers .\‘lu-]l as \\o;lrl‘ling 5}'-"?“'“'.‘ L‘.I_(‘L -'IHL[ some t)l- lhu iEae
sures overlap to a cel (ain excent some measures ol the active Delence, So, Sir, I lmpc
I shall he excused by the hon. Members il T take the liberty

1945, for

of the House in ojui
; X I, however, mention here that 1 shall I o R
a sort of caution to them. ; > . Jher ‘ sha e always at  the
disposal of those hon. Members who want to discuss these matters

e cc.n‘lli(lcntiully with
me and I hope 1 shall be able to satisly them.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved :

‘l"ll]‘tl‘l;llfl;;_l:anlgnnl exceeding Rs.l-lr,‘)l:l,:ln() be granted to dcl'my the ¢h
will come in the course ol payment (_lnrmg Eh.c year m-\’(]mg the
for the administration of the head ““.‘“3" erll _l)tricm'.(:

There arc as many as 1‘, Cut I\Iot!mzs and 1 im(_l that the Clull Me¢tion No. I stand-
ing in the name of Maulavi Abdul Bari L.h;ludlu_lry 1S tmc,lh_ut }\’l” cover {he Pl vses
ol L other ones and I would call upon Maulavi Ab(lul.l,au (:lmudhm-y to Imove ilis
Motion, . ; 3 XF s e 5

Maulavi ABDUL BARI (.HAL‘I)II_U_'.\\ ¢ Sir, as ('hc Hon’ble Ministey
now said thot many of the matters pertaining to this subject are secret, |

. . NS ) W
mov&l‘lﬁ? ]:)\]IE(E}IL?'IE‘.Y SPEAKER : The Cut Moli.m_l NU‘.I-? is also similar]y important
and will cover the 1)11_1‘])05’0 ol ‘()th(:r CuL _Mf_)tmns as well. 50,_(:10(33 My, o -‘ra_.n
incline to move his Motion ? 1 fix the time limit up to 5 ‘p_M_ and if the iy e Lbjc.c
would like to sit even later then 1, ‘\“011](‘] see to that (.L(zugler)., ROgTS

Mr. BAIDYANATH I\fIOO‘I\hR‘]h’E 1 bvg., f_Sir, o move that the totgal
vision ol Rs. 14,92,200 under Grant I?o. 33—_1\’111J01]' hf““d_"G’I‘B-"—~Civi1 Defans
page 151 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, i. e., the amount of e Whole grang Eclzé'
Rs. 14,92 200 do stand reduced Py Rs 100. audhury

Sir, my hon. IFriend Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury has already

ik arges which
3lst March 1945,

has just
do not like to

: oo Teme e o : expres
feeling on the subject When the Hon’ble Minister has so very  kingd] eitensgddm_
hand towards the Members who want to know and discuss with him about {je ol
information so far as the Civil Defence Department is  concerneq priVately iilccll‘gt

S

7 Y fe—
*1, Mavlavi ABDUL BARI CH!\UDHUR‘V\ to move : i
That th:; ]'::-f(l)vision of Rs.1,05,604 under Grant No.33, Major h,f‘-'ll}-—-()!P,
1 parl--—l.'*-I'prcm'litth'U on ponlnblc items.- —.\.-—l'lxperulltlll't‘ m ‘\-_R-l - Sub-
alt‘ page 152 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100 7.¢., the amount of the whg],
é'i' recdluced by Rs. 100 : s P
! ”l(( I‘O(I‘;n(i:,{" u))(’lisr.?lls'iion about the Civil Defence policy of the ("0\'”"““‘"”1.‘1

—=Civi S .

heaq hly.lj_ E:’;el:‘-’fe :011%111101'
)

STAnt of Rsile.9n 960 o
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I am not going to take any time of this House on the ihject namely, (A)
under  thns head, just like
‘te.; three things have been
byeen J,g..‘,:c!r'll_ I'ven the

Petro! Rationing Scheme has taken shelter under the head Cial Deflence. T do not
know whether he will like to keep this matter as well secret bhut nothime has been said
I would like to say & few words. If he thinks even nosw that this not scoret | “,ish
to deal with the item.  Here the head has been given, but nothing has bheen provided.
It has been written in the Budget Memorandum as below. “Lxpenditure on this item
will be borne entirely I"’/_ the Central Government the item bring  Motor Spirit and
Tyre Rationing Scheme™.  Sir, thisis  one of the most important matters in the
discussion of which many of the hon. Members would have liked to take part. 1
admit that the entire expenditure under this head will be borne by the Central Govern-
ment. May I know f_'ruu: the Hon'ble Minister whether the Central Government
advances moncy 01 this ‘Fl”’””l' before the year begins? I that be the “case  well and
good ; but if the money is spent from our Exchequer and  then realised afterwards, in
that case it wonld have been better and fair on t e part of Government to show the
entire amournt estimated 5”_|fl then below that show the same canount as realised from
the Central Government. Sir, many hon. Members of this House tricd to secure  even
one tube, not speak of tyre, for more than a year ; but in viiin they could not secure

any. So far as che V:-.’rul is concerned, the case is i_”""‘i!i‘:-l“)' i Esine . '!v].“,“: Ave SORHE
foriunate persons, Sir, who get petrol by mere asking. | exclude those of course who
do require extra ])UU'”I for I"‘}"’l"l" ancl !ll‘,r;l:nl.rlulurt; and I have nothing to say ;lg..ip‘;st
them ; but there arc srfr{u: w ’lfj'l':{alll]lln[ do erf_mur extra o 5,,},“,‘.“.“_“!..“}. petrol for
most urgent nortant work do not ger it. Some one pgetit for luxury whereas

and 11713 ] .
some do nof get it even for most urgent and neccessary
: 16

Sir, I think the

Hon’ble Minister would kindly make a note of it and make an
honourable Members of this Housce

Chamber,
Civil Defence. But as regards (B), Sir, you will find that
the Grant No 34 (Capital Outlay on Provincial Schemes
mmcluded under one head  and l”lllll‘)lnn or no sum bas

Lo

works.

and of the other House and

. any
c ry how many : e . : :
‘n}qw ?1(:1; of public coafid-nce and importance applicd for tyres and tnbes and  were
DLt 2 vhat grounds.  Sir, we have heard  several times in course of our

; v
r(ff"usc_({dnci‘;i::l AfCe to-day about the transport difliculty.  Here is a case ol our
deCusslfJf'. ’s < Dog in the manger” policy.  Government will not and as a matter
Gpvcruf"“_‘(‘[ help us SO far as the Railway is concerned @ they  will say that it is in
of fact Cj"”:]‘,’“_l(: Central Government.  So ti ey are not in a position to help us.  As
thie hanes & (camer Companics also, the Hon’ble the Premier said to-day that they will

-ds the S R amar e . s
rrds yz some particular commodities, they will not be allowed to carry

1 ege a4 arT 1
be engag"d 1',]:1 (lly _3() far as the Motor I'ransport Organisation is concerned, what they
ricc CVUY?' o Bedl & [t is Il’l()-:ﬁ:l}’ used for the Military thouzh at the beginning we were
have got t]) ey will be uscd for the civil population.  We have heard many assurances
told that l': ?irnC but when we found that these assurances arc of no value we are really
for many "undel'b'm“d w_hy they will stand in our way when with a very limited help
at a loss ﬁ‘i civil population may be benefited.  Sir, I can cite one instance fr m my
sOmE of th Due to want of tyres and tubes two of our cars have become use-
man to give

1enc ] w @ a
ownl 62‘,.1;3;;"2“, pnot even regl}l.smoucd by Government. I will be the first
1 o if they arc requisitioned, because the petrol consumption is very high. Now
them away hot blame the Government for this kind of partiality and callousness. Sir, I
Sir, can }“;mrc the Hon’ble Minister will sce his way as suggested by me (o give us
in ce SO that we can dlSCl}ss the matter in  full ; that is the amount required
cad shou'd be shown in the Budget.
c '["C(-luest to him is that he would kir_xd]y make an enquiry and give instruction—
My e has got any power. I say this because 1 find when the cost will be borne
rbG ntral Govcrnm'cnt 1t may be said that our Government has got no control
by the is(:—fto jssuc Lyrgfy,‘ LU]_)GS, supplementary petrol and other motor parts to the
over cials c*PeClaHy _l‘h}UfNili country men who do not receive proper treatment,  If
i Lot be done 1L 1s etier that there should not be any head at all.  We do not
that ca? o these pages *I'EI‘:JUP‘Budch. With these words I move my Cut Motion
like t© :])eputy SPEAKER : The Motion moved : “That the total provision- of
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Rs. 14,92 200 under Grant No. 33 -\I“.i”_r head—64B.- Ul\.il-l)(l‘h:nceii ;t lm,s.in:‘:)li.
nl‘ .thc' ‘l’nu‘l-,-«-[ be reduced by ll{.\‘. [v“m[‘('ﬁ ey the amount of the whole are
S o - e W Sie LN ;
Rs. l-l,u,l..flllli)cltlpI\[.l{l;l )l(n)(lll;ll:t:d .\;.;-_\I)t‘l’ll'\- Speaker, Sir. I think I may be permit-
ted 3:1".%]:[('):'11{ .in :\‘11[}.[)()1'[ of Mr. Mookerjee's Motion, as I have two Cut Motions
mhl‘.(-l- b briefly deal with the subject of my Cut Motion NO.S' con-
!‘”"lly‘ l_,m_'f,'\ len civie guards.  Once 2gain 1 .wish to draw the mlcnhm) of

eetmng We [ea I'L: lfh.m,,.ml way in which the tea garden civic guards are _being
ot e e ‘~ I;- 3-‘i:: the matter of uniforms. Alter repeated representation to
megeccd, I);“.“L“...l;l] e to the local authorities, we have succeeded  in obtaining a
(-m\:““”m.m S ot Un hats for issue to the tea garden civie gu-rds employved on
l'”'”,"d ,“”,..l;.-r “11-‘[”-1 .:1-;1::l\‘ tin bhats do not wear out but uniforms unibrmnntt-ly
certain  projects. - (]‘”-‘m; l.”'m!)(»llnl to draw the attention of the Government to
do and "““'.I.“t}”. lt--‘l garden civic guards are called upon to carry out work of
;lllll(;)i!i:'(t.lw![i[tl:-” :«i: :l:i \\':l.l‘ :l]in‘l on -'N‘l'“‘l“:'?““q and t‘l.\‘:'\\‘h(‘r(: on other 1\10_1(‘(‘(3, lhe’y
st I,:- decently clothed in proper ‘lunls‘n'z_n and not, asis the case, lelt to carry
out their work in old worn out lnninr‘nl..\” ).II ;1!! weathers, lwc:n‘lsv (m\:crllthent can-
not or will not provide them .‘”tl? I‘;(l(.‘.hh“"y .“_"Pl:u'mmrlns. Comparisons may be
odious, but I cannot help nmkm‘g{ suc LI‘{];(““I)'T”SO” between 1hv‘.nnnmcl}lmc uni-
forms ’nl' A. R. . workers }“‘“-I e = 1 “f{g .d_nd the :':154‘;:((].umfnrms of the civie

ards who carry out important duties on certain ““f‘f’d".ﬂllu‘s‘in the valley all d"}}'
p URLECS Wi . 2 ain and sun. I uniform material is available for these men in
aon ey day Im’-t.:u]v is, why cannot material for uniforms be made available
Shillong, as it o e cuards, who really are doing 2 fine job of
the tea garden "‘E‘.l\(\‘-h;m have actually experienced aerial
s g g Ay rying on ? Will.the Hon’ble Minisier Please inform me from whom
sions and are still L‘ul‘i;rq‘q;u-v material and to whom (he necessary application should
fL o G . inform those concerned with the least possible delay?
be made so that I L'Ig‘ir If Government decides to institute compulsory A, R p

One .I;ISI wm_f]’”.,;l.d.(.ns‘ tea garden civic guards il assume a {resh ill;}\OI‘tance e
measures in a‘ll l(‘ ‘; :.;1-(‘1‘5 ete. T would ask Government 1o bear in mind therefore that
W"“"‘“‘E"’ strett-hf‘-ii_ ),“‘1- su,Ch scheme _\\'1]! necessitate making avallable of still furthey
the “‘.]I”"CF”'“.]IE 10111‘ cl)nlh for the civic guards on the tea gardens concerned. T agl
Félrl:\g)tf;'(;]sn'?cn:lnl]o).%"i\'tf an HSSIJ:.?s?CC ool Slf])}Jlxcs will be made available immed;-
. necessity  arise. . L

ately .'?'hou](l_‘_‘Illﬁ,[‘mi(::!]b]il;}deal as bricfly as possible with this dangerous subject
A {N“]‘:v’ 'Sl)lrf- {md air-raid warning, I hope, Siv, in je few remarks 1 1
tll-atl [ shc:ll;fvg(;iv:t‘no secrets, a“’a}:I‘II:)}1;1::;1111(,3Cggkt]?l?v‘ef]nm(‘i]t to divulge any Jecrets 1o ‘me.
Three years ago, Sir, it will be re ly no_ funds l"ld i“r 3?11. drew the attention of Gov-

S the fact that apparently 1ad been allotted in the Budget estimateg
;::n_miu_nl t(,), that fact was admitted by the Hon'ble .l'mancu Minister and a5 Sllpplc-
rg::nlt];rt)’y'_[)l;rr’nand for the IlCCCSSIII.'z" 5}:::(15})6\«?2.2] la‘:pdlntroduccd and A, R._ P. work
started 16 the Province. TO'—fiaYHl"tl]Lnost Qn‘tirorril' & fthat considerable strides
been made, but this Wm;k e il]"‘l"CS and 'n'eq':y COI]»'H}C
progress has been made in the V rati%i W"ll‘ni;) : ;a‘toulbme I.hc lowns.
cially true in regard to the ail”l—sllclt(*1"é (§= lyé’ o, IF 15 all very w
trenches, crecting ]-mndredSﬂ‘O_ oot N Sg.‘t“_lsmg‘ Stretcher par'tie
etc., but unless there is an ¢ 1(31"31‘{0 {1ke > VS t{n which
adec’luate WArNIAR 10 Sl ti'll?lm be alfgucd tY)t;;t’ 11111:3(: \:a?]l.]e- i ‘renches  and shelters is
clearly largely nullified. Itn L?l -, biit these ay 1 awr raid _varning  sysiem in large
towns is in fact working efficient ?,t ek ¢ huge areas in the Province which are
still entirely devoid of any Cmmel} . confin g(gl 513’31“31”11- Three years ago it might have
been said that military targCtS":“"‘U_ﬁfh\ ‘1'1(:1 ;argely 1o towns ang possibly certain
railway junctions. To-day ho‘_’“"f‘m ¢ ‘Lubltl-at'l?{l n our Province has changed to such
a degree that th:I'C arc large mci%f OI =0 II‘IYISIC & W]nph are liLerally bristling with tar-
gets ol military importance, a}n( _}tqu:ass gsc}rucit_:come mperative that adequate ajr-rajd
protection is afforded to mufassil ¢ Ing tea 8ardens.

fox
work in front line
attacks on several occa-

ave to make,

have
d to urban areas, and little

This s espe-
ell cutting slit
s, fire services,
will give the pPopulation

of
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1 understand Governnent  contemplate ]
: (LY RN i1 rmn d "\ :
MeAsSures ,‘,r teeii _'filvflr‘l;’-, l’ l}lf l carreol | ! 1 ' . y i \ l{ l.
7 ronely that welore any
C OSSO teps [0 SCC

intreduced, Government st

such measures are

that the areas and
4 'ﬂ'-\lr‘ll!.

vgardens concerned are provs

I'his may f,':'r'll entail heavy expenditure for don bureieil it e
ment, but the responsibility for this work lies with  the G . o
B § : g IEEN A sovermmnegt, and the equip-

ment ancl frarscd st be found. It is not only valuele o il il the cquip
and stretcher :l..riir'__ 1. being provieds . -. ( ...J al".hw ““}ﬂ!t

provacded, rovermmment on  their

trenches, shelters
1 vsletm \I‘L‘lf.' gar-

) . ol T alll i - 1
part are 5o }”‘.'"""l fiust of all to instal an ethe cnt ¥
dens and viillages are now and have been Jor the p 1 anonths well withi |

_ ! anonth well wWithhin the
and as vet Governgnes bizgwe i i
i cvernmen’ have anacle no celjort to pro-

of definite military targets
I'he anevitable result has been

area
vide them with any form ol air-rand waring sy
that when enciny bombers and fierhiters have cotne ovel thie frrst  warnt i T i
. ) - 1 i * s ‘ i e R 11 '8 "‘lr
Imiany cases . v i ]
s =8 bheen anti-mrerall re or the actual n-'-.|lin-inll of

arriv:x] has 1n far too
OF near r]j" tar :“’ '.;.'lfff.‘l

I)(”r“]‘,}-j f,‘;[il“-'_’: orn g ll’llll My oW oexporiecnes ] i\m con-
ly efficient system of warning i by )

nean il -:p,','.‘(']hl! c-l,.(-ll.i(.“”\-

vinced that the on
0 n’.r:alrfrl g, 1rc1s. I'he Il?‘-“‘L‘J;Jr'r‘n:rri type a8 not aifliciently powe
; btain large supplics f : : powerful.  Government
must now © ytain large supplcs o powerful sirens cap ible of beine heard
T miles and should 1 . . 0 i 1 1cal over an
arca of 2 or 2 - e undertake their early nstallation <o as to ensure
% P Qe . » . i . X ‘ & i S s
that the warning ‘f,l.;lf I'qull }ll‘_u‘ "._lllnr rable mmufassil areas 1s made as ethcient as in the
j B ‘ / I S5 9 . ] o . 1 L &
towns. Unless an intil this 1s done it s of little value to insist upon construction
and other precautions, ructio

gnelters : i
Maulavi 1,\}‘,[_)[;[( B;&H\.\IA'.\.; Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, Talso intend to take
p.’:.rl in the (j;_c;.';u.‘i.%'jun_ of the ,.-I()lll’J]l"Ijj{,‘.,'(-(l ],1"' Mr. _\I,,,,L,.,j,.,.' T l"'l'll\i'lll af
the Budget specc - Hl_r. o ]]l-r' i'”f:l”_(:" Minister it will appear that the .u‘[i\‘l'l.i;“i of
chi Civil j)(.;,_.“m:-I)::])';-r-lm](.:nl ~.1nr:;-.1ts inception in 142, have ,.,\],;””i(.(l s = g.rL'ill
extent and arc still (::-.;:.‘1.11(. i It is not known how far it will expand.  But, he
udrniltf:d that no thlf(]UrLlf: 1ff.rfll.lf,‘((-lllf-ll|5 have lu-m? made lor the pl'nl«'l'linn ok \'ill';cr(-rs
near the air fields. T shall mainly cleal with this aspect nllhthc

buslee ar¢a ; - !
4sk the Hon ble Minister in charge of  Civil Defence whether he can

of

of the g
2 a

matter. ¢ = ar e .

‘;1‘ on oath that his l)c;i)animtnt has up till now taken any care to go to the people

& ] » o » . e & . 2 2 > -

ay arcas, to coUt e f.hr.m. how they are to save their lives in case llu-l‘cI is I'm

. Q 1o : . & : s - S «
tion one district in which alone, my information is, as many as
: S, As mz: as

2 . hustee p
(inrt}.lllitqck ? 1 m?Y mech l .
e o S - have becn €ons ructed ; there are certain full-fledge
10 air ficlds 2 ; 7] 2 . e 1o S S el e o acrodromes.
l ) 1 g ijut I{()I'Il:\l[ ‘I?-[J’M?\.:);S.I\ I('][AUI‘)IILJ l{l . ()]1 el I)(”Ill l)f' (”_(lcr, Hil'
par]i,ln}(:ntaﬁ '—”;‘,;,g:)]'};‘;u{]‘”;il ) tr\(;f this House to speak anything on oath ? )

e - PU ST :R: No. this is not parliamentary. ’
The 1)}.:, 4 2 RAHMAN - , RS Il : P I:Lrnf ntary,

Maulavi /}'bl)p'ln 'lir-fi‘(‘];?-‘l\!" All right, Sir, I withdraw the word “foath®, As

. Saying: Sir, I"f,hils yr:le)'il)i\ “l' 1ave already been constructed and many are ;_mdcr

. and 1 clz)n‘;[; { (slnt')wn to the hon. Members ol this House 'll'l-t these

> l)ccfﬁrlorzf;’s t‘](;: mn _Lh(: nrighl;rmrlmucl ol villaves Some of ]thC

villages are only @ it 1 ) ’] ance from the air-field. In case there is an air raid

Govern ent havelC }lheir;* c"zlt;gw r(r]md rany arrangement for protecting  the ']ivcs.O'
. [ale] . ¢ > an , i . Sl

illage Pr dpon the Hon’ble \/I_fJ_lLer things. I remember, that on some occasion’

ge > Minister in charge that their attention should not be

n ur
.+ has D€C g s alone, be : :
t o the toj:vhnriqk of 'b:'(i‘:(\):au-sf(;‘ towns that are not in the neighbhourhood of ajr-fields
! g affected.  Government should rather make adequat€
= d

mne
fl(())nﬂot run SO I‘rlju‘tllost:‘ villages whic i :
nee ent fo1 - %II‘ ‘_“Lh arce in the ncighbourhood of aerodrome s
arrans” = ecch of t C ﬁOn‘ 17 & I"Jnancc Minister I find that the expansion acti S".- S“}'
e confined mainly to creating morc posts and ])nl.;;t.q :md‘ };;(;;i(;s ¥

this Dcpaﬂ citl?; merely creating po s o
s hink tha g posts this Department can be helpful to the pcoplc

don’t 1
: enera: eak about m s .
in BS .. et mctsvilcal o e Yr?\_vn SU])(}(IY‘ISH)H. Practically my subdivision fa]lg in
S T > projects.  'The most important road, the trunk :0:
g

Le frontier of ; 1€
ects tl g tillﬁff)ilvm with Chittagong, passes through the southern -t
none of the oflicers of the CGivil Defence De o

' >part-

con :
which bdiwsn(l)f: i his dety
" 0 .
ough ¥ 10 go to that side and teach the villagers as L0 whay to

[s it
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do in case there is a bombardment. 1 would, therelore, insist on the Hon’ble Minister

in-charge that he should instruct his officers that their duties should not be confined to
town areas only, but that they should also be very cautious about their duties towards
the people living in villages near targets of Military importance.

Mr. E. H. S, LEWIS:  Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, I have received information, Sir,
that Government has very recently been requisitioning bicycles in the Lakhimpur Dis-
trict for A.R.P. purposes. I submit, Sir, that not only is this unnecessary but that it
shows a lack of foresigcht on the part ol the Civil Defence Authorities.

Some months ago the Government of  India decided that the mounting Allied
Air strength in India together with the steady attrition of the *Japanese air strength
warranted the closing down of Air Raid Precautions in Western India.

This closing down of the organisation in Western India released all the A.R.P.
cquipment in those parts, such as ambulances, fire lorries, trailer pumps and bicycles.
Steps were rightly immediately taken to transfer lorries and trailer pumps etc. to those
Provinces which are still liable to enemy air attack and many of vou would have seen
Punjabh Fire Service vehicles running on the roads of Assam. .

~If;, however, the Civil Defence Authorities in Assam required more bicycles, why
‘].“i they not get these also from those released in Western India, or it they were insuffi-
cient why do the Civil Defence Authorities not use their very  wide powers and obtain
their requirements (rom Indian Cycle Factory at Patnia ? .

T'o requisition cycles from the poor man s, 1 suggest, Sir, an act almost of
callousness on the part of Government, specially at a time when the public has almost
no bus services and for certain no decent train services as alternative means of transe
port. (Hear, hear.) )

[ trust, therefore, that Government will now give an assurance that they will take
immediate steps to obtain their requirements of bicycles from outside the Province and
return those recently requisitioned to their late owners together with a suitable sum for
temporary hire charge. i ) 3

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, after hearing the hon.
Member My, Lewis I have not much to say. Sir, this requisitioning of bicycle and
requistioning of’ school buildings, ctc., hy. the Military are the means for protection and
safety of our civil population \\"Iu.:rchy ths‘ department is to achlevc‘ satisfaction and
good spirit and loyalty of the (‘l\"ll po])ulm%(m . without the support of the country, that
is the masses, the war effort is without basis.  We hear, Sir, many times people say that
the soldiers are fighting in the front line.  With what spirit they are fighting we cannot
say ; whether they are fighting for the fear of court martial or for gain we cannot say.
But there must be the country, the masses behind them to come to the final victory.
This is what our aim is. I think, Sir, our Finance Minister’s policy is quite good and’
the Defence Minister has some plans or schemes before him for which purpose this grant
has heen allotted This Cut Motion is for raising a discussion only and we should
support and vote for this grant.

Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Sir, there is a Cut Motion* in my name and by
that Motion I want to censurc the Government for appointing without the help of the
Public Service Commission unqualified persons as A, R. P. Officers who could not pass
the test of the training centre. Sir, this department has been created for war conditions
and I think it is the most important department which can keep the morale of the
people of this Province. Our people are really afraid of the war and this department’s
duty is to look after the safety of the people of this Province. To keep the morale of the
people we are to look to our officers.  If our officers are recruited from the best stuff
then we have reason to believe that our safety may be guaranteed. But what we see from
the appoinment of the A.R.P. officers is that a number of officers have been selected, as
my information goes, by the Hon’ble Minister according to his choice, but when they

*4. Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS to move :—

That the provision of Rs.1,05,604 under Grant No.33, Major head—6413,—Civil Defence, Minor
head—(1)-—Ixpeaditure on poolable items—A.—Expenditure on A. R. P,, Sub-head—l.—Pay of
Officers, at page 152 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100. ie., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.14,92,200 do stand reduced by Rs.100.
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were sent up for trial or test they came out unsuccorssia Leally thas brings (Incrﬁii‘
not Ollfy to the Province, but it if'fa_[u:nstfi"' the wafety of the pw-aple ol the Province. Sir,
this departiment has been creat-d not to give personal consaderation to our near af
dear ones, but it is meant lor the satety of the public of I'ros e Assam is of
th(: I'mm “H': of war illl(i lhi% I‘!'J'.‘i:u e has e --:::u' trpye aal ] mmportant I)rn\‘infd
of India. Sil, \'-'Ur!!llf'.‘iﬂllf"‘-ﬁ should not e given o jrretoain ne :-:f;t‘. H s:n-h\‘(‘.

ve of the Civil Defence to f.[i"r

would request my Friend the Hon'ble Minister in-chag
more weight to the safety of the people than to poreonad con ! .

Sir, with these few words, I again request my Hon'hke Friend that when he is (0
select any officer in future he should give preference tao o the e candidate and also
should respect the recommendations of the Director of Civil Defenee It has plso beent
brought to my notice that no communal ratio is observed in this deparunent and ne
qualification is taken into consideration, Fven under-graduates were given prrrf"
rence to gr“d”;'t""' and these stude ts coaane out s (1] [ 1] there is some
reason for this selection which I am not gong to disclose e

With these few words, I again reques: iy hon. Friend ta loak
public safety and not to personal interesis,

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHIURY : N Deputy speaker, Sy 1 t.‘thlt‘d
another Cut Motion and my intention was to raise a discussion as to why no c"\'})].\n;l!i““
had been given for the expenditure that has been provided at pace 152 of the Budget
under the head “Civil Defence”’. It will be seen that a big sinn ol Rs.1,50,000 has been
prr)vidrfd under “Miscellancous Expenditure’, though the item s very bhir no :r.\:p[.’ln;l_'
tion has been offered even in the explanato;v note, I do not know on what purpose this
big sumn will be spent. [ hope the Hon'ble Minister mn-charge will give some expland”
tion for the information of the hon. Members.

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI :
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I think, I should begin with the paddle-cyele first.
is no doubt that we have been compelled by circumstances  to requisition @ few
cycles for our messenger service, and rightly i we want to keep the messenger
of efficiency we must provide them  with cyeles. N
before the House certain figures by which the House will
be convinced that very few cycles we have so far requisitioned. Unfortunatelys
I have not got figures of all the digtricts before me. But I can give the figures
of the Lakhimpur district. In the Lakhimpur district the number of registere

cycles is 17587, while our requircments in that district is 190. We have requt”
Ia'l‘()l“

fore ths I Touse. -
ity the interests ol

service 1in a state
Now, I shall state

sitioned only 12 and we have purchased 68 and still we are short of 40,

these figures it will appear, Sir, that we have not requisitioned even  one in &

thousand. Sir, our total requirement is 481 ; we have requisitioned  only 177 :ultl_
0

urchased 172. We wanted to purchase the whole of the requisite number
cycles in the open market ; but owing to transport difficulty and non-availability
of the stuff we require, we could not purchase the required number. So Sirs
the blame ch}t_ hf’ls been levelled at the door of the Civil Defence for ih(liscl‘i‘
minate requisitioning of paddle-cycles has no foundation. If however a few in i-
viduals are put to difficulties we must bear with paticnce and ignore such i
convenience for the common good. Sir, I hope, it will be our cndeavour as i
was in the past to bring the deficit number 132 from outside the Province.
Muulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : By requisition or by purchase ?
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
Yes, by purchasc.
Next gx:i)out the uniform. 1 hope, Sir, T would not be charged for divuiging
a secrect if T give some sort of a detailed account of the formation of civic
ualzds in the tea gardens. The formation of civic guards in tea gardens was
originally sanctioned for 21 gardens in the Lakhimpur district. Each garden
was granted a sum of Rs., 100 to meet the initial cost ol uniform and ec uig;ncnt-
Later on we (Ele_mdcd to extend this concession to all the tea gardens ‘{V]P the
formation ol civic guards was deemed necessary and it was [urther de ‘é}erg b
the Government that the civic guards -in these tea g ' “ok i
; a garden who would work in

P



1944 ) DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 377

acrodromes or other military  projects would enjoy all the regular cofcessions
that have been provided under the Civie Guards’ Ordinance and Rules there-
under. * The Deputy Commissioner of every district was instructcd. accordingly
to arrange pavment of allowances and concession including new uniforms to the
civic guards. Mr. Moore has asked me to tell the House from whom they are
to et their uniforms and all those concession that have been allowed to civie
guards. I understand from my Depart'nent that the Deputy Commissioner is
the proper authority from whom all these uniforms and steel helmets could be
had and if ¢he Government is  to be moved for any concession that will have
to be done through the respective Deputy Commiissioners who are also the Con-
trollers of this nt‘_!;.'lnix.iliﬂn.

Now, Sir. our difliculties with regard to uniforms have been augmented by
the Textile Control Order. It is very diflicult to procure Mazii cloth either
from the Textile Controller or from<the Kalyanmall Mills freom whom we used
o get our supply  direct and who have recently declined  to execute any order
for  Mazpri (houeh special permission was granted by, the Textile C

e et @) : - ;ommissioner.
I understand  (hat Mazri cloth that was supplied for the uniform of civie guards

last year have worn out and now we find 1t extremely difficult to supply them
with new one.  We are however trying to have a supply of Marzi cloth to meet
our requirements, and as soon - asowe get the consignment, I hope we will be
able to satisfy the demands of l!u- civic guards who are wobking in -‘aesodiome
arcas and in other military  projects. L

Next, Sir, Mr. Moore has ;115(.: raised the point of improving our air raid warning
system and 1 think, Sir, I shall have to. deal with _this matter very cautiously so
that T may not give out any seerets. I'(.:r the S;l!iS!:lCli(.)ll of  Mr. NIUO:‘CICan say
that we are ipsisting on nnp.-«_)yc(l air raid precaution 1 such tea gardens as are
within 3 miles ol cither classificd towns orany air fields. We have been doing our
best to improve the \\-;lf‘lli“g system in - and near  such tea gardens as far ag ])osgi})lc_
Some powerful clectric sirens have been provided in some air fields ang tea estates and
SoMme more are (:xp(‘l?“'-d and will be installed in suitable places.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER: May I know the names of those tea o

_ : wrdens, Sir ?
The Hentiis Klmn 5;11151_) l\[;llllél}-‘l MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI‘ 1
think I should not disclose 1t here, Sip, )

As 1 said helore we expect to get some more and as soon as we re
I hope. Sir, we shall be able to install them in those areas which require them

We have also indented _im‘ some low voltage sirens to suit such tea Cstates nIlOSt.
low power ¢lectric Sl‘l)]’l)’ = %h“.r gardens.  We have also distributed in Bastj a ?S ]avg
in the neighbourhood of air fields and tea estates about 338 han e e

ceive those sirens,

d d operagj :

2 . " X —_— y : i v atin
and more will be distributed in the near future.  So, Sir, it will appear fro H%' 51lrens
facts stated t1hat we are not sitting idle over the matter. a’l these

We are i
ey if . a pr hard
and I hope that in the necat future we would be able to meet the €ssing har

of all those places where installation of sirens is nccessary. lqulremc“ts
Then,  Sir, 1\{;11'1!;1\’1 Abdqr Rahman has raised the point that we h
provided any air ,!'i“d,Prccmlhonary measures in Basti areas near about AL
or acrodromes. ut, Sir, we ha\.re provided with all prcca.utionary iy fllr ﬁclgis
our Basti arcas and I can gve hl.m some  details about the pProvisions tl'xg_aﬁures s
made in those arcas. In ti}c Basti arcas our Party counsists of one Stl‘etChe; ‘-‘{;e o
party of 5 volunwers ‘.V”'h a 13@1d leader for 500 inhabitants, one Class IIT 1 caring
tor for 1000, cach with onc messenger, one Class I or IT Instructoy with a s e
tor each air field for supervision work,  Medical arrangements b ?Iiessenger
made With regard 0 our Bastiareas ncar about these target areas, Op the top of 3 Zeel
5 Assistant AR (1)“1(‘1‘,!5-}1._1&’(;‘. been placed in charge of organ; Op of all these
measures. So, Sir,_ from ‘.1 ) these  facts placed before s}:lng A, R, P,
hon. Members  will be convinced ditable the House, the
air raid precaution o all  Basti areas, &
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I;ag[]},, 'Sir: h")l.l. l;::?nl \l'!t‘- “;"JH:.': Dax h: Critic s} L (yovernment l!“.!.ll’di“g
the selection and appointment of candidates in our A KO P Department and has
Passed remarks insinuating the selection and appointments have hitherto been made
fn this Department.  For the information of the Hlonse T oinay state here that 1h‘C
Appointments in the non-gazetied or Jower ranks oe made by the Director of Civi
efence or the Controllers who are mostly Deputy Caonnninaaone: and they have al
“l"”g been instructed to maintain the communal quota as far as practicable. Appoint-
i1n  onsultation with the

ments in the gazetted ranks are made by the Government  in
Tead of the Department. We have had all our ofhicer aned an the Government 0
India Staff ‘T'raining School or College for which every timne the Government  of India
allott~d a fixed number of scats for Assam  «andidites,

‘\'}H:l’l thf: .'-:l;:”'f.r;huul was al J,.‘xhurr, i1 seeccings to have bheen
ernment of India to declare the result of candidates in tenmes of ‘average,
€tc.’, and it will 1 ¢ perhaps an information to the hon Members that most of our
candidates sent to Lahore although credited with the remarks “helow average, "h“!'lt
nr)_t have been sent to the school ete.” have been found to be doing very  well alter
being posted as officers.  Some of them are regarded as assets tor their excellent work
(hear, hear).

Since the staff school was translerred to Hyvderabned 0 was raised  to the status ()f
a college and  the results of the candidates were  declaed  in terims ol passes ant
failures.  In the first course at Hyderabad three of owr trained  Assistant - As R P.
Officers who were previously dubbed as below  average  at Lahore school came out
successful. In the Sccond Oflicers’  course,  viz., last course to which perhaps
Mr. Akshay Kumar Das made pointed reference, the candidates had to be sent at ap
(Z_Xh'(:rnc]y short notice given by India. So tt e selection had to be made  from ;tppliC“'
tions submitted to the Director of Civil Defence from time to time.  With an cye 0
Communal representation we made the best possible  selections out of the candidates
available and ° they were deputed for  training  when the course ~ was
actually  started. The candidates who counted amongst them B.Sc. with
istin(;tion, B.L., B.Ts., and men of esiablished merit in their respective services joine
the course without any basic training nd failed. It may he said here that the candi-
dates from other provinces who had their training with  our candidates were  traine
people in A. R. P. as was the casc with our first batch at Hyderabad  who could pass.
This failure in a training coursce of altogether an  unknown subject lasting for thre€
weeks cannot perhaps be taken as an index to their  demerits. I . have  already_ sal
that candidates with similar results in staff school in the past  have proved  themselves
to be successful officers in our Department.

Hon. Babu Akshay Kumar Das has also questioned why the selection was not made
through the Public Service Commission.  During 93 regime it was decided by the
Government that the Public Service Commission was not in a position to select men for
special temporary war work which was distinguished from the ordinary activities of the
Government in requiring special qualitics without so much attention to  ordinary prin:
ciples of seclection and accordingly Public Service Clommission regulations were amend¢
to provide for selection of men for temporary posts in  the Civil Delence Department
with the concurrence of His Excellency in his individual judgment.

We also foliowed the same for sclecting candidates  for gazetted  post particular®¥
in consideration of the fact that notices for sending candidates for training were
invariably short. Moreover, in sclecting candidates we l’lll(T to look not only to educa-
tional qualifications but to their power of leadership, political antecedents and  relia-
bility of character.

The DEPUTY SPEAKIER: The Hon’bl Minister has already exceeded the
time limit. He should finish now.

The Hon’ble Khan Saheb Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
Yes, Sir, I s}}all finish in two minutes’® time.

'I:hen, Sir, another fact which I should mention before the House is that with the
abolition of A. R. P. measurcs in other provinces which were declared  as white areas
some of the provinces wanted through Government of India to send some of théil‘

the policy ol the Gov.
below averagec
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trained personnel herein Assam. We have  resisted their  claims and  had perhaps
reasonable grounds of doing so for the men coming from other provinces would ]].:1\-‘{:
their inevitable language  difliculties and the difliculties of knowing men and ‘thmgs
before they could be in a position to start.  Therefore we  endeavoured to tramn our
own men for the service ol our own people and the Province ;‘md now, Sir, 1ns.tc;1d of
getting approbation we are lrt“ing criticised and found lault with for our sclcct_lon. 1
have explained my position fairly well and 1 hope the hon. Members will see their way
to withdraw the Cut Motions. .

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Will the hon. Mover press his Motion ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :
tiored. So I press for division. ) -

Mr. R. A. PALMER :  On a point of informatior, Sir, may I have the assurance
of the Hon'ble Minister that compulsory A R. P. measures will not be enforced in
any tea garden  until the new sirens which have beern ordered for are received ?

The Hon'ble Khan Saheb Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURLI :
Yes. Sir, it is under the consideration of the Government wuntil those new  sirens
I think o garden  will
basis. '

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is:

“I'hat the total provision of Rs.14,92 200 under Grant No.33 Major head—64B.—
Civil Delence, at page 151 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, ie., the amount op
the whole grant of Rs.14,92,200 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

The uestion was negatived.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is:

That a sum not exceeding Rs.]‘i-.‘)Z:’.,Z]UU be grante r_] to dcﬁ‘z}y the charges which
will come in the course of payment durmg _thc year C}'l(.llng’ the 31st March 1945, for
the administration of the head “04B.- —Civil Defence.

The question was adopted.

Yes, Sir, my name has never been men-

arrive
be asked for having A. R. P. measures on a compulsory

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 2 p.m , on Friday, the 17th March 1944

SHILLONG : 1 _ A B BARUA,

The 26th A pril 191, J Secrelary Legislative A ssembly, Assam.



