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Proceedings of the Fourteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative Assembly
assembled under the Provisions of the Government of India
Act, 1935
r.at 11 A. M., on Thursday

-

e Assempry et in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong
the 2nd  March, 1944

) i
PRESENT
"

Uhe Hon'ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the nine Hon’ble
Ministers and thivtveight Members.

Panel of Chairmen

] ) ) 4 ! 1 n ’ o) i 1 o x ooy . “ . -
‘I'he Hon'ble the SPEAKLER : I'he Panel of Chairmen for this Budget Session of

the Assamn Legislative Assembly, [04:F, will be as follows :—

1. Maulavi Abdur Rahman,
Babu Akshay Kumar Das,
D G, G Terrell,

M. _[nlmnj: D. Marak.

.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(to which oral answers were given)

. o No. 1 which was the only question for the .
Starrced Questron = e o8 Tl bt AT s &.day was notout and
'lll‘\'\\(t | as the questionet Maulavi Mabarak Ali was absent. ) |

. swered -

ADJOURNMENT MOTION

. . isuse of Defence o .
Adjournsnent Motion I - h{'(- -~1-~;0:15 at S ‘1{‘1::‘(1]‘_{‘-; I?ul’*“ by the Police in
. indiscriminate arrest 01 PEH ¢ oyieh, Habiganj, Chattak, Dhubri

and Jorhat
: 10Y : 1 beg leave of )
Babu KARUNA “.’INDHU l]\‘(i)')llm\'inu-‘Tll‘lt("t‘ll\nL Ul- te I‘I(.)“SC to move *“that this
IHousc do now adjourn to dm(‘..ur;s.% Ht" (l)vt'vnc: of hl‘ “'ml.:ucr of public importance of
recent occurrence, l\_ljllll(?l)’ unsllhl‘- U"(jt.[l ]'.1[111'11‘\' 1(1;;1'1_ ,\,l}l("" I‘)-’ the Police in arrest-
ing indiscriminatefy persons o1l the = January 13&& at Sylhet, Habiganj, Chhatak,

Dhubri and Jorhat”. \

Sir, SCV";‘{” persons have been nrrcstv_(l‘lfﬂ Sylhet, Habiganj, Chhatak, Dhubri and
Jorhat on the 26th January while some ol t u;rn were hoisting the Red Flag, posting
< and holding closed door mectngs. None of them were hoisting the national
flag or rcading the Clongress pledge in an open space.  They were wrongly arrested.
These arrests were due to the overzealousness of the Poljice.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. Member is to show how the matter
is urgent and of rccent occurrence and how this is in order.,
~ Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Most of them were cither working in the
food front or doing relief work, and their arrest is a loss to the Province.

I'he Honw’ble the SPEAKER @ How it was a misuse of Defence of India Rules is

the point which is to he made out.

postel's



2 ADJOURNMENT MOTION [25D Mar,

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : They were arrested llf.‘(lt‘i the Defen .
India Rules but they have done nothing to viol#te any section of the Defence ot In
Rules. They'hoisted only the Red Flag—I mean the Communist party flag. It is o
an illegal organisation.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 think this will do.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: My, Speaker,

Sir, I oppose this Adjournment Motion «
in the matter. The occurrence whicl, has .

ofth.c Adjournmcnt A\q()ti()l] 15 connected with the so-called IIl‘i"[”'?i'i"'v“ e Day :’3‘ dge
reading of the Congress pledge.

5 The next anniversary of that 'i".'", will come
January, 1945 ; therefore, my Frie; :

. id will have sufficient time to agitate over  thi
matter sometime near aboyt that date,
Bext, ) point is that the legal adviser to the Government of India have opined

that the Independence D
of the Indian National
illegal. Therefore, persc
vV, on thc GC()I‘[S thal | llilV(: “:(;Ci\“.,l f‘l'fﬂ“ [l“: (Ii“-ll'i('l ollicer 3, i! Wil the

it'lI:I'Cp]Our flags of the National Congress that were hoisted and  not the Gommunis
ags. Under thege Ccircumstanc

> o 1ces I oppose the Motion. ,
Rulc?},;e Hon’ble the SPEAKER ; Is the flag banned under the Defence of  India
lT!fllc Hon’ble Maulay; S
as the flag is the symbg] of an
Srijut R 7 unlawfy] organisation _ - o
not theJGCorEicIIngICilggM?R C,H.AUDI'ILEJRI : On a point of information, Sir, is it
am01¥1t 10 sedition 5 n of the High Court that the independence pledge does not
he Hon’ o e .
the legal a‘zlr\lzilzlee I\é{iiléléml Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 1 am going by
opinilgnbth%(?i(f{lge is stiti::)yugthc viser to the Government of India. In  their
abu U - -
read sthc pledgo. NA SINDH; R
rijut ROHIN
whether the mere OI}ixlilixEJI\gAR- CHAUDHURT: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may 1 ask
nghTCourt? St Legal Adviser can  brush aside the decision of the
he Hon'ble the Sppa e
all. Ttis the quEStiOnsgfptﬁKJLI‘{ :. The question of the plcdgc does not come in at
placed before the House, Iri l}()lsung of the National flag, which is sought to be
Mr., BAIDYANATH '8 alleged that the arrests were all in that connection.

ay ])l(:dgc is seditious and is in furtherance of the activitie
ongress,

aiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Y.s, Sir, so la

Oy . They did not hoist the National flag but they

throughout e PrOVinCe or ir?.OKERJEEi Is the= hoisting of the National flag illegal
The Hon’ble Maulay; S: OME particylap districts ?
do not encourage Dalyid

hoistin . Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The Governmefit
which has been deClaredgil?gglleftlona] flag which is an emblem of an organisation
The Hon’ble the SPEAK through oy the Province.

The Hon’ble Maul . - Wh Ry ) . -
Province. V1 Sajyiq Sir M cther throughout the Province

; UHAMMAD SAADULLA: ‘Throughout the
stimeof the flag woukCAKER ;. N N
hoisting o the Tag Would b, illegal g hen wag it promulgated to the Public that the
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyiq g | |
the Independence Day, reading o tllr MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Proceedings  of
Indian National Congress are g b Dlt?dge and hoisting ol the tri-colour flag ol the
Lakhimpur and Kamrup. Prohibjted in various districts, especially, Sylhet,

’ble the SPEA {ER . . )
gal}quIEZIg[cﬂ\TA SINDHU RO;{?V(‘— the arrested persu]ms' been (;fmvlctedd.- I
1 : - s ¢ Was G icted i three - etainec

in the Hajat. At Hablganj, thcy hUlSted . e was convicted and wee  were

) I . he Red Flag, not the Congress flag.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKLER @ The,y, will }j"e itied thes B Thon te mutee i
sub-judice.

4

m  three grounds.  First, there 18 no urgency
been complained of by the hon. Move !

the \Vbl‘kin;u', Committee of wiich has been declared
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1944 ADJOURNMENT MOTION 3

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY @ Onc case has been disposed of and other

cases are snll pendine. £ g e

I'he Hon'ble the SPEAKER @ This is sub-judice. . .

Ihen the question whether the hoisting of the tlag was legal or illegal is to be
decided 1y Court. Is it notso ?

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY :  Yes, Sir. !

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KER\AMAT ALI :  Sir, these orders were issued by ) th_n‘
Lrovernment of India and the Assam Government are to carry these out. Now, 1is it
the Government of India or the Government of Assam that are to be censured ?

I'he Hon'ble the SPEAKER @ This Government may be censured for the
cular way in which they were trying to enforce these orders.

But having regard to the fact that the matter is sub-judice, 1 hold that this Motion
1S not in order, '

parti-

Adjournment Motion for failure to start relief measures in B

aniyachong to
protect the village from complete

ananihilation in future

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg  leave to move “‘that
this House do now adjourn to discuss the following urgent matter of public importance,
namely failure of Government (¢) to start reliel’ measures in Baniyachong (#) to
arrange lorp thatching and repairing dilapidated houses (¢) to give suflicient doles to the
poorest and hard-hit  villagers and (d) to arrange for sanitation for protecting the
village of Baniyachong from complete annihilation in future?®.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It reads like a Resolution.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : 1 have been informed, Sir, by our
that suflicient relief measures have not been  taken in
barley which were sent there were not sufficient and the
dated houses and there are no thatching.
want of shelter,

\ workers
Baniyachong. The milk and
people are living in dilapi-
They will suffer in rains and will die for
Government are not taking any steps  for repairing  their houses.
‘There are many destitute families also.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : There is one defect in the hon. Member’s
Motion.  As the Motion is worded, there is nothing to the eflect there that this is
a matter of recent occurrence.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: While dralting
words ‘of recent occurrence’.  These words have been missed from it, Sir.

There are many destitute familics—now about 60 families are wanting doles
and after two months 200 [amilies will require giving doles because only 350 per
cent. of the aman paddy has been  harvested and many of : ‘

‘ e : 3 the families have not
got large quantity of paddy. There is no adequate sanitary arrangement. Govern-

ment have not taken any step to  eradicate water-hyacinth and to excavate Chanartu
1‘iVCI‘......

all the Motions I have put the

tee

‘The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T think, this will do.

The Hon’ble Maulavi  Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .—My.
Sir, I  admire the humanitarian urge in the hon. Mover for
this Adjournment Motion before this House. But it hardly comes w
of an Adjournment Motion. This matter was thoroughly discussed in
and I mentioned then the sanitary and medical arr
made. I and the Hon’ble Medical Minister visited the 1
and I publicly thank the hon. Mover that he also w
we visited, But I am surprised at the allegation he now makes in his statement before
the House, for, he with his own cyes, saw that as many as seven new centres in addition
to the normal one Dispensary for the village were opened for medical relief. He saw
Government were giving rice dole to the poor—as many as 1,300 families were receiv-
ing rice free at the hands of Government. He was also present at the time when 1
was distributing free Standard cloth to the poor in lieu of blankets. We have Spe}?ct
about Rs.5,000 for the Standard cloth, this year. Sir, we got blankets rejected by t

Speaker
bringing _ in
ithin the purview
November Session
angements Government had
ocality on the 11th December
as present at the time when




4 ADJOURNMENT MOTION

military and 1,500 picces of woollen blankets have heen issucd lree

there. Sir, we propose to sell some picces to those who can Luy at hali
Then again, Sir, the Supply Department arranged with great  difficuln

Condcnscd rnj-lk WhiC].l h'l‘r'c I)CL']I i‘iSlll’:tI to [:0": !,;lii;-“:
also been issued. And on the top of that

modation for 50 patients and we have placed there as Special Othcer, o
malaria who have alrcady undertaken all kinds of anti-realarial pr
measures and for this purpose we are granting 500 tins of kerosene o1l to «
work. So, Government barring giving thatch and building materials have
kind of assistance that is possib]e within their own limited resource And alte
to say that the Government have done nothing. will 1 think, be the height «
and I never C)-_i]')(:(:lc-d this from a worker of |i,r.‘-’ type of Babu Karuna Simdh

Me. BAIDYANATI MOOKERJEE: What about thatching, Sit

Lhe Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MU AMMAD SAADULLA :  We ¢
anylhm_g because of the non-availability of thatch to Government well
public in the locality, )

) s 5

lcave'rt};cm}f){:fz I')tl]f;tir';lxllrj}:q?;-l)]"AKI';I{: Docs  the hon. Member press _i”'

Jabu KARUN o :mg ht:“rd \‘v"}l.’ll the Hon’ble Premier has said

! NA SINDHU ROY - Ves. Sir

T'he Hon’ble the SPEAK iR . I o what has heen
Hon’ble Premier and (he T [aving regard to wha s b

e

think that it is a fit subject for

10N 1s not in order.
Adjournment Motion res

meetings for (],
Dibrugarh.

Babu KARUNA St
move ‘“that the Hous: (11\,”13(1
importance of recent OCCUrr).W
hold meetings for the Ty, r&n‘(:t?c

S_lr, at Pathal‘kandi L G
subsequently it wag rCfu«E(_l r
not very explicit, Thc;; [

I'he Hon’ble the S]‘.]:}\I“ Slven
during the last Sessjqy, SER -

The Hon’ble ME‘tul A
discusse}d 1{( avi

Babu KARUNA 71
there I gathered the fiﬁ?ﬁj ROY .

It was really g meer iy, have ot the facts now.
refused on the plea thay N g

Defen

Of the p
MIssion w

Tea Garden. Labourey mteting
union’s meeting. - Tt wag Ceting v,
refused on the plea advane

! H -
thcere. l-.-w '

Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

we propose Lo Ll L A4 T 1ORPIE.

S ¢ Manawer of the Longai Tea Garden.
for four Subdivisions, Haly;,. 2lso. gerof the Longs

tions were made on the 15, 0‘%’ "iarimganj. Maulavibazar and North
dates of the conference were 9
4

Dibrugarh a conference wags to bei the Deputy  Commissioner’s
e

by the Secretaries of many organj Id on the 7th November. A petition
. Sanig, ¢

organisations. ......... .

’%’}}:c IIiIOEI];Ile 11:\1/}6 WRAKTNG This will do, T think

The Hon'’ble Maulay; Sajyid 5w Will do, I thins. .
discussed this matier i, NOvcmblr MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

/ Sir, my I'riend
“C Session also. The meetings of Patharkandi and

e
Membér asking for leave to move this Motion, | do not
the Hon’ble Premier the | d\r; Adjournment Motion. Alter what has

. : 2 : 10n, Vi .y o Rl 1ar l .'. _"I 'li il fonn
I, therefore, hold that t},;s Mot ‘mber should have withdrawn  hi Ot

'}' it |

refusal of Government to give permission to
ce of the Province at Patharkandi, Sylhet

Iy ROY . Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg leave of the House Lo
adjourn to discuss the following urgent matter ol |
€ namely refusal of Government o pgive permission
rovince at Patharkandi, Sylhet and Dibn ugarh™.
as given for a Grow Morce IFood Conlerence
Jave got a letter from Government but the reasons
the reasons that it was a meeting ol labouwrers......

It is an old matter. It came up belore the House

N es,
But, Sir, we did not get facts and  after go1ns

m o Grow More Food Campaign but the permission was
as held previously with labourers of the l.,ungt-_fti
as held in a private house. It was a registerce
Meeting |, R i -

< ng [or organising the Kisan conlerence.
There are other petitg.. PY g lor orga g

I applied for permission for four Kishan co
[$

Sylhet.
R ‘e Tuary and the reply did not come in time.
though enquiries were made 1 and 20}, February. We have not yet got the reply
oflice.
wWas
tians, 3>, Kisan Sobha, Muslim League and other

nlcerences

Applica-

-
&



handed  misdecds perpetrated at Rangia, Beheli, Haoria,

1944 ADJOURNMENT MOTION 5

Dibrugarh were to be held in the latter part of November last.  We made a relerence
to our local officers in the latter part of November on the same questtion. T then
gathefed materials.  As a matter of fact, my report is that some Communist workers

bourers of tea gardens to a private house en  the plea that a kirtan

ceremony was going on in that house and my Friend said that members of the Kisan
Sobha met in the house to hold a labour meeting, . 'I'_h(' owner of the house was furious
as he was not prepared tor the &irzan in which the m\nm.l people are to he given
“prasad. T am told that he was not preparved to admit that there was any  labouy
mecting in his house at all.  He thought that it was an attempt to bring him down in
] I the soctety as he was not able to provide hrasad™,. I have got very
authentic statements lrom local authorities as regards the allegations made by my
IF'riend.  Morcover, as 1 have already stated, and he also sald, this matter was discussed
in November last, 1T think there cannot be any further discussion in
Sesston of the Assembly unless there were any lresh materials.,

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER :  Then the Motion is not in ard
actions of this Government which are made to be a
Mortion.

Then the next Motion,

3 . i &
:1:‘.!5='t| stmple la

some

thc cyes o

a subsequent

er. There are no

subject for an Adjournment

Adjourament Motion - failure of Government to talie ds
the Officer-in-charge, _]-,u“p_‘gga“j Police St

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Sir I beg leave to move <sth
now adjourn to discuss the following matter of public importance of recent occurre
lt.ilil('l}" failure of (;"\'-‘I'HHH‘HI. to l.-llil‘ (I.l‘.l.‘;li‘l“ action against the Oflicer-in-
Jamalganj Police Station, for his various atrocitics, several

astic action against
ation

at this House do
nce,
charge,
mal-practices and high-

. .-\lipllr and Ulh(‘l‘ p]il(‘(‘_\‘
under his jurisdiction.

The Hon'ble Premicr assured me in the ln'st‘ Session that he would  send
ollicer from Shillong to cnguire into I.h(‘ atrocities l‘U!nmittP(‘(l by the Om(‘t‘l‘-in-chm-n-c
of Jamalganj Police Station but no officer has gone there, The Oﬂi(‘m'-i11-(‘11;11‘;;\_ is \‘1?11
continuing his atrocitics in the villages of ln-hp!h Haoria, Alipr and B \-in.l:,_(,q
e went to Beheli and arrested many persons in- conmection with the hnt}{(:u;:
dacoity case and he is now implicating mauy others in thay case. My ini‘m'm';ﬁoh‘ 1\1.
that no charge has been framed against them :md_nn €858 hag ey’ b m:ld‘n s
and some ol them are rotting in jail and some of them have beey lmiléd (m; L}I‘(ln.l‘t
Oflicer also extracted money from many persons. 1 Want an assurancg ft'Qm the Ho ’llﬁ
Premier that he would send a SI)CCHII\(;i[]_;(i({r\{?\(;n\ql};llg INto this A » Hon'ble

ble anlavi AA MM/ KTy s o ol

[he Hon’ble Maunlavi Saiyid Sir I :\A\J)LwLLA : Mr. Speaker,

a special

Sir, this matter was discussed last 111‘.1&‘141_11(1 m  that Connection I gave an assurance
I can give this assurance to mv hon. 1 riend that whateyvey may i)(\ the outéon‘m oi'
the judicial decision, T will take steps for a Departmenta] o 2

Nquivy ‘ang 1 I
) g " ; - For the Yy 1wpe 1 shall
be able to satisfy my hon. Friend the Mover.  Tor the rememtyy p

= 4 ! ance of this House I
will mention all the sequence of events which led to this Aq

lournme Toti

Y ey e ;€ ent Motion. A case
of dacoity was reported to the Jamalganj Police Station, * hey llag !

o / he | igating that alleged opiy CY Went to a village called
Rangiatek in pursuance of investigating that allegec Crime,

enquiry the police were assaulted and the police Prosecuted b t_he C,C’ll.lse i B
nquiry ! _— ; 1nl.: People who were supposed
to have assaulted them. Asa .(‘Olllll(..l-l)‘ astf HEVEL. BOtTpni, . cases Were filed Defove
the Magistrate ng:li}\st the polgcc of _\»\'hld[} t}VL‘C(:-Implmms Wers disrmiseed wrd fwo et
procecded with. After a certain period o 1]17‘(1(-,11 i G Basen were witlideavmn by the
complainants.  So, on behalf of the pcop L‘a MIEre wyag absolutely no case because
five cases were dismissed and two were WI_thdm“‘“ by the »arties themselves. But in the
police assault case, .e., assaulting the police, a case wi started by them and five people
were convicted on their own admission but .t'h(:rc Are absconders who have not yet
surrendered and ihe case may be said to be still f"’f-bt??ulz'fﬂ: So long absconders do not
submit and their cases are not finished, T am lmndlcﬂppcd In Starting a judicial enquiry
but T am prepared 16 send a high oflicer for an cnqujry.
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. briberv of which hie made
As regards the allegation of my hon.  Friend .ﬂmlul‘lﬁl:::: ! Er.nlgiti". Just now he
statement here, [ am afraid, he cannot lllflkf.’ fim:ll a :.l.lll"l!l SeSeagee pcople from
made mention of a specific case.  If he w:i! give me t "_ “.utxi:*"
whom moncy has been taken I will immediately start an enq ,f.:th me, Sir.
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: 1 have got the name jl"l‘ & Yoy well. whve
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : -
them to me and T will start an cnquiry. _ e Premier has said and
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : In view of what the Hon'ble i fox nry Aulloneits
in view of the fact that the matter is still sub-judice 'th'!" pr A SREE NS
ment Motion. Does ths hon, Member press his Motion for leave riven by the Hon'ble
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: In view of the assurance given Dy
Premier 1 do not Press my Motion, : he Hon'ble Premiect
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: May I know from the S kit B
whether he will think jt worthwhile to transfer this Officer from that Polize Stat -

. 1 . will consude
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 will consiles
this suggestion, Sir,

: : ) - : ‘oblem of
Adjournment Motion 72 : fajlure of Government to copy with _ﬂ:( l.p;:iun
non-subsidence of water from Buro fields in Sunamganj subdivi: ¢

. Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY :
adjourn to discuss the fc

ly failure of Goyer
Buro lields in the Sunamganj sulydjy
Food Scheme of Government

[ beg leave to move that this l]nlli,-' fl.“ fl"‘\:°
Nowing matter of public importance of recent o "'1”".”‘ ‘. “'!'“t;l'l
nment to cope with the problem ol llf)ll.-.‘illh.‘m[r‘IH:l“ of ‘t\'-ll"' \'l‘”-
ision this year, “,hi[,h j;']]hll':lll'(.l the (:In\:. ’ i .e;‘.
: as 50 per cent. of Buro ficlds have remained uncultivated.
Sir, T went o the locality of Sonar Haor . ; of
] Maulavj MUHAMMA]) MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : On a point -
l?lformatiOn, Sir. . How the hon. Member came to the (:muzlusi:n! that 50 per ;("-lnt ; ]]:-'1_
f:a?cagzgdﬁillf}: Ef’cniilincd uncultivated this year 7 On what basis the hon. Mam

...........................

come {rom thay subdivision and.......o. oo oui .
Babu KARUNA SINDH By I T N -
himself. T went to the lc)r:aliy s, Thecion, Membe '

; The Hon’ble the Sl’EAKIi‘?’Rrr:Whtg)frdr-r order. T do not see what is the failure ol
Government to ope with the problem ul:t;rm-'-u\mifl(:n(:c of water from Buro fields.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Sir -: Jund is required to bhe made and a
canal is required to he CXCavated, -Th'r- plr-r);l;- of M;imla, Gopinath Noagaor and Hf}"'_".
villages living near the Haoy applied to t}';!'l.[)'(' uty Commissioner for excavating this
Fhal. But no SteP 80 far haq been taken. PULY

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER I do not think the Motion is in order.

Adjo;:sx-n??nt Motion ,,. acute shortage of common salt in  the Goalpara
Su .IVISI.OII and Governmentﬂs ina.bilit.y to Supply it in adequate quantltlcﬂ E
Srijut PARAMANANDA . : Adjournmenr
i ¢ i * Mr. Speaker, Sir, I move my j
Motion. That this ASSem}l ol ¢ . ] {afinite tratter
‘s & Y do now adjourn its business to discuss a definite i
of urgent public importance 3 _ = v pliclEs ol
2 And of recent occurrence namely, the acute shortag
common salt throughout the Gog) ara  Subdivision "md Government’s inability to
supply it in adequate quantitjees P2 Subdivision ¢
Slr: last  fortnight the scarcity  of  this commodity  throughout the
Subdivision was so acute at some people were given only one seer and
some people two seers for ong - ~

; ity i 1 i ate
- Month, and that this quantity is quite mq(]equ(l
is known to all. The Subd“’ISional’ Officer has not been able to provide the

cople with adequate quantity of .- essential commodity. Sir, common salt is as
important as [resh air and water f

. 3% B < ]l
a . tor all people, rich or poor. It is known to a
that there is no other substitute for salt, El,jo, gir: I beg leave of the House to move the
Mot e Elon'ble Maulavi Saiyid St MUBAMMAD SAMDULLA: Mr. Speaker, Sir,

) Mover is correct in saying that there was a shortage of salt in the Goa ]_’3'”
the h{('m"'in But the condition has now improved, I was there at Goalpara about the
Suhdivision. :

....................

i\
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® (tce and he will have

1944] ADJOURNMENT MOTION y
middle of last month and the people complained

0 me that in various interior
salt was selling at rupec one per seer on

villages
‘icCount of shortage,

I enquired of the .l)cputy
Commissioner, Goalpara, who was present there about this and hc_ said that it way
true and that for want of transport lacilities .\'.‘l“ could not 1)‘1'. ul‘mum.h‘ntcly sent to
Goalpara Subdivision when the ..\nluh\':saunnl (?ﬂu'vr m‘dculrd t.m‘ it.  There was g
big stock of 33,000 maunds of salt at Dhubri. He further said that ;\.\“(‘ill:]y as 8th
February he had asked  the Railway administration to place wagons at his disposal to
send to Bongaigaon 800 maunds  of salt for Goalpara Subdivision. But even upto
the 15th or 16th February the Railway could not be able to give any wagon for that
purpose.  Therefore, by means ol country boats the Deputy  Commissioner sent 1,200
maunds of salt {rom Dhubri to Goalpara Subdivision, " For Railway transport

+ We have suflicient stock in tl

not in the hands of the local Government
and the Deputy Commissioner and  the Subdivisional Oflicer are doing their level
best to distribute this either by motor transport or by country boats or by bullock
carts. So, Sir, it is the failure of the Railway administration to place wagons at the
disposal of the Deputy Commissioner which has caused this acute shortage of salt.
But things wepe mmproving from the date while 1 was at Kokrajhar, on 15th February,
when intimation  was given by the Railway administration that they had carried 200

maunds of salt to Bongaigaon. Government have also started out centre

bags or 490
the supplying and convenience of the people of

1S
1e District

at Bongaigaon. agencey for the benefit
Goalpara Subdivision,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
having heard the Hon’ble Premier »

Srijut PARAMANANDA DAS: 1 have heard what  the Hon’ble Premier
has just now said.  But the situation does not seem to he im])ro\'ing and it is remain-
ing still the same. People are clamouring for more salt and I fing that even
at Bongaigaon people are still clamouring for salt  ang it is  sold there in the
black market at rupee one cannot be said that salt is
sutliciently  supplied at all.

Does the hon.  Mover press his Motion for leave

per scer. 'Thercelore, it

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALTL:

On a point of mformation . Sir
" oy . . .
What does the hon. Member want the Government to do? (1:)\'(‘1‘111116|1t
said that they ace trying to

improve the  situation.
Srijut PARAMANANDA DAS : Lo speed up  the
Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT AT ;
P 1 A g
M The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD
have already said that they have taken up the
subdivisional Food Committe¢ and I think the

have

supply,  Sir,
Government have already said
IA T AL
b.\.\D[_JLuA - Governmcnt
matter jp hand. Thre is 2

hc_m‘ Member g on that Commj-
opportunity to serve the people and

: in that Food Commij-
ttee people of the local arcas are also represented.

Srijut PARAMANANDA DAS: In this ri(‘:sl?t‘.lct this Foeq Committee cannot
do anything, if it does not get any supply ol salt,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir .NIUI‘]A]N‘['[\'IAD S.*\ADUFLA: It has got
alrcady some quantity and we are trying to bring more salt it the Goalpara
subdivision, i
> The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : pDoes the hon. Movep
of the House to move the Motion:? r .

Srijut PARAMANANDA DAS: les,. S,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: But h:wu_]g hf:(;ln«(:] wh
said, I do not think this Motion is now’m order, : -
e this matter again when the Hon’ble Premicr has sajq that the Govern.
dlscu-Sb' ;11 ing their l(t:’vel best to improve the situation. The hon. Member wants
met"lt is* s'?lp}%lv ol salt should be speeded Up and il that is the intention of
:Egthcgli.t ‘Mcm‘bcr I cannot hold that the Motion is in order.

press his Motion for leave

at the Hon’ble Premier has
Why the hon, Member wants to
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Adjournment Motion r¢: failure of Government to protect lt_}:(: (:1“:}::111“:,:,):
Kumargaon village in Akhaliya in Sylhet Sadar from complete de
by Military people.
Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: [ beg leave, Sir, to move *that

e 1 .
; f : vatter of public inportance
this House do now adjourn to discuss the following urgent matter ol | ’

! tect the mosque of Kus
of recent occurrence, namely the failure of Government to protect | lition :,.5 Nl
3 > & . . - v . q 1 j1tiog 1)\ A TILA0 D
margaon village in Akhaliya in Sylhet Sadar from complete demol )
2
people”. - : he Military authority
Sir, about fifteen days ago the mosque was demolished by the  Mili

and the books that were <ept in that mosque could not b traced where the [-' !}I, 5 5 e
taken. It is a matter of regret that Government did not take any +otce o 1 '1" s 'lll.‘u
rence. So, the people approached me when 1 was coming thruugh the locality, bu
I did not like to go and interfere in the matter. .y )

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Were the books religious

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: Yes, as far as I know.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 am sorry Pt
hear what has been said, in regard to the Motion.  As I entered this House to.day
my hon. Friend met me and said that the Motion had been 1:!1_11"(] in order to get
an expression of opinion from Gov:rnment as regards their policy for the protection ol
the mosque and other religious buildings.,  Ag I alrcady told him, my policy has been
to insist on the Military to save mosque, templepand chur h, if 3t exists on any I"““l
they requisition for. In certain cascs, they wanted to demolish such religious  build-
ings, but the Government of Assam insisted that they should not be broken lln\:.'lx.
As regards the mosque referred to in the Motion, up till now I have not heard anything
from the Military, nor has the Dcputy Commissioner reported anything to Government.
I have asked the Chief Secretary to get a report from the Military and also from the

cputy Commissioner as soon as possible. 1 have absolutely nothing o inform the
House, but if my hon. Friend wants, I can say this much, that it is uufur(un;‘u:-. that
the mosque had already been demolished, and that I will do my level best to Insist on
the Military that any religious building, mosque, temple, church and cven Namghor
should he spared at the time of requisition, or should not be demolished if it falls within
the lands acquired. ’ '

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD
protection of public rights,
to Government and 1 have n
helps in such cases.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER -
and render the help the people require, .

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDIHURY :  Did the people
of the locality inform the Deputy Commissioner ? ;

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD AL : Yes.  (He read a Bengali letler).

D0 1 z2a FERAA Talton mfee Siferat fartay | atellfTh @ Db Aaat
At YAGFE 7 7 ofteTT At el fiarg 21gie vz anfew Slw 0@ i f
T 22 | Sledmi BfEY TG Ty ey o

the Deptity Commis:

;iUli(tI', Bizioes i givf'l'l any mformation
o mnformation of hig }

ielp to the people although he alwavs

But the Hon’ble Premicer will look into the question

)
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The qiestion is whether the matter was brought
to the notice of the Deputy Commissioner., '

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD A1y, Yes, Sir. as [ar as I know. But I do
not know, what the Deputy Commissioner djq SR

‘The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Has the Hon’ble p

Ihe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAL SAADULLA : 1 have nothing
more to say. But in the leiter, which my hon, Friend jias ;-md out, there is no mention
that the pcople informed the Deputy Commissioney about the incident. They were go-
ing to discuss the matter on a4 certain day, the Ist March am} robably they would pass
a resolution and copy of it would then be sent (o the j eputy Gltj)mrnissioucr.

. 3 ore Lo say ?
remier anything m B

ALT: 1 am very sorry that the hero ol
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Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : May I

ask the Government whether an enquiry will be made into the matter ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sic MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 have already
said that T asked the Chiel Sceretary to ask for a report into the matter from the
Deputy  Commissioner.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: On the assurance given by the
Hon'ble Premier, I do not press my Motion for leave.

Adjournment Motion 7¢: Government’s decision against persons responsible
for assault of political prisoners in Jorhat Jail in March, 1943,

Srijut ROHINTI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, as regards my Motion, may 1
ask the Hon'ble Premier if it is a fact that a decision has been made by Government
not to take any action against the persons found responsible for assault of political
prisoners in the Jorhat jail 2 Last time when 1 made an enquiry 1 learnt from the
Government that the report of the Deputy Commissioner had not reached them

cven in the month of November 1943, May I know whether it is a fact that the
report has been received by Government and they have decided not to take any
action? I request the Hon’ble Premier to give an assurance that no such decision

has been arrived at and that the matter is still under consideration.
case, I need not move my Motion,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am sorry
Sir., that my ev-Colleague, at present on the Opposition, | at

: ev-Colleag . ) as tabled this Adjournment
Motion for eliciting information. llc.knows_(lmt if he had only put a question or even
privately asked me, 1 would have given him the information. Not only have we

decided to take action 31.‘4‘41i“-‘ft_ the persons responsible, but we have gone a step
further than the District ;unlmntu's.. We have asked that Departmental proceedings
should be drawn up against the Assistant _]_nil(‘.rs as well as the Jailer, though tl?;:
latter was exempted from any proceeding by the District authorities.  Action is
])rocccding. _ i .

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :

infomnation, Sir. I do not ask for leave.

1t the latter is the

I am very much obliged for the

Adjournment Motion 7¢: threatened scarcity in Surma Valley owing to
mismanagement of paddy and rice transaction.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU .R()\': I beg, Sir, to move ‘‘that this House do
adjourn to discuss the following urgent matter of public
occurrence, namely threatened scareity in Surma Valley ow
paddy and rice transaction in the Surma Valley.”

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: What is the meaning of the words
““mismanagement of paddy and rice transaction™ used in the Motion ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1Ido

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Will the hon Member
the Motion explain ?

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: What I mean is
sing agents are purchasing paddy and rice in the Surm
the Government neither...........

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: What does the hon. Member mean b
¢‘threatened scarcity” ?  Is it a definite matter for discussion in an Adjournment
Motion ?

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : The prices of paddy and rice are going very
high owing to the purchasing transaction made bye Government and if it continues
there will be scarcity of rice and paddy. i

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T don’t hold that the Motion is in order. The

hon. Member will get ample time to discuss it at the time of budget discussion, Thig
matter can be taken up in various other ways, '

) now
lmportance of recent
Ing to mismanagement of

not know.
aslung for leave to move

that the Government purcha-
a Valley at various rates and



10 GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE RE ALLOTMENT OF DAYS FOR - jon Mg
VARIOUS STAGES OF DISCUSSION OF BUDGILI

Governor’s message communicating allotment of days for thc.'.pl‘r‘ entatiog
of Budget, general discussion of Budget, voting on Demands for Grants, cte,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : “For the purposcs of sub-scction (1) ol scction Tg
section 79, sub-section (2) of section 80 and scction 81 of the Gove Fianen L Ind,,,
Act, 1935, and in pursuance of Rules 13, 15 (1), 16 (1), l.'. 18 () 18 (2) and 19
the Assam Legislative Assembly (Governor’s: Rules, I, '\“,“,.,‘...1 Gou Clow, hiciely,
appoint the following days for the presentation to the I"'.,""L":,;" c Asscnbly  of gh,.
Statement of Estimated Receipts and Expenditure of the Province lor the
1944-45 and for the subsequent stages in respect thereof and for the prosentation |,
the Legislative Assembly of the gupp!«:rnc-m;n’y Statement of Lxpenditure o i

year 1943-44 and for the subscquent stages in respect thercob dn o the Loy
Assembly during the March Session, 1944, namely :

'rhursda}, the 2nd March 1 !:51‘.“1?1“'}“' ol !‘hf’ ’””.l”'”i :j.” the year 1o " |
in the Legislative Asscmbly.
! ) . . ¢ B -
Saturday, the 4th March N] 1. General discussion Ol th By e o
Lepislative Assembly. ’
gk

: > . . 1 : [ estitn. s )

Monday, the 6th March J 2. Discussion, it any, ol ¢ ] Ll ol f"'||‘]l‘
turc charged upon he revenues o tiie

g . 1o et f . h les

Province, other thin estimates velayg,,. l.'

expenditure referred toin Paravrapt, '

of S[]}J-Hf‘f‘!jull (3) of scction 8 Of 1!1

Government of India Act,

Tuesday, the 14¢p March L.

e

ation of Hupph:mvnl.zry St e

) sqf*
Present 1943-41 in the Licywisk,

1‘;.‘:1)1711(,“1111‘(: for
Asscmbly.
2. Voting on Demuands for Grants,

i Of
Livg

Thursday th '
Friday, the 17, | 2Tk )

Saturdav 33 i
v, the . o B ,
1\’IOHday,’th(’: 2%)?}?1 A b Volting on Demands for Grants.,

Tuesday, the 21st 2 l

Frida J i
Ys the 24th March 1. Further Demands for Grants, ib any

2. Discussion, if any, of Supplementary Seqq.
ment of Expenditure charged Upon
revenues of the Province during 1943-44

3. Voting on Demands  for .‘iupp.'vnu»nl;“.y
Grants for 1943-44.

i .. Placing of the uuthcntic;ulvd Schedules  of
Hhis order shaiy be sub; authorised expenditure belore the Assembly |
/ ' #hlect to my reyision, if necessary, from time to- time.
Shillong : ; i |
The 23rd February, 1944 A L CLOW,

CFovernor.

Saturday, the 25¢h Marc}
1

Time limit for specches

Hon’ble Member

S ha
6th March (i.e., two da;s C?mﬁ to know that His Excellency has allotted the dth
somewhat difficult for me to for the general discussion of the Budget. 1t will be

unless T know how many Me X a4 time limit, il necessary, for speeches until and
day. T would, therefore rec:ﬂber“ desire ¢ take part in the discussion on a particy lar
their party Members who des: the Leaders of various parties to give the namer of

Assemb]y Dﬁ'pélrtment belore 4}rep. t;’l speak on the subject on diflerent dates to the

to-day,

ade
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Alfotment of days for Private Members® Business by the Hon’ble Speaker

I'ne Hon'ble the SPEAKER @ In pursuance of Rule 17 of the Assam Legistative
\ssombly Rules, 1 hereby allot, in consultation  with the Hon’ble Prime  Minister, the
tollowing days for Private Members® Business during the present Session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly :

Mondav, the 13th March 1 1. Private Members' Bills.

lhursday, the 23rd March [ 2. Private Members' Resolutions.

'his order shall be subject to my revision, if’ necessary, {from time to time.

- Statement ;¢ Course of Government Business
I'he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sic: MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  With your per-
mission, Sir, I desire to make a statement about the course of Government Business

during this Session.
) ]

2. The Government Business which is to be taken up to-day is shown in the Day’s
agenda, a4 copy of which has been placed on eachh Member's table. I need not detail
it again,  If the Motions for taking into consideration of the Assam Finance Bill, 1044
the Assam Local Board Elections  (Bmergency Provisions) Bill, 1944 and the Assam
Dadans Bill, 1941 ave accepted by the House to-day, we propose that these Bills be
considered clause by clause on the 7th March and then to move that they be passed.

3. On that day, (i.e., on the 7Tth March, 1944) we also propose to take up the
following Government Business :—
L. Motion to make the Publicity Dcepartment
Province.

9
d

A permanent institution in the

Motion for re-organisation of the Public Health Dt‘p:u‘tmem_

1. We propose to introduce and to move for consideration of the
the 31d March: -

(1) The Indian Registration (Assam Amendment) Bill, 1944,
(2) The Assam Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1944,

If the Motions for consideration of these Bills are accepted by the House
day, we propose that these Bills be considered  clause by clause on the
March and then to move that they be passed.

5. On the 10th and 11th March, we also propose (1) to introduce the
Standard Weights and Measures Bill, 1944 and then to move for Sis e ey
Select Cemmittee and (2) to introduce the Assam Motor Vehicles Taxatiml.
ment) Bill; 1944 and to move for its consideration.

0. On the 14th March, we propose, with the consent of the Hon’h'e St »

- (a) to move for leave to amend the Assam Legislative  Assembly Rlll;&g A d if
leave is _u"r‘nn[;:(l’ & > and 1
r (#) to move that the Assembly do elect six members to the Select Commj
). be constituted under rule 106 of the Assam Legislative Assembly Rules nkiee to
7. If the Motion for consideration of the Assam Motor Vch‘icles Téixation (A
|- ment) Bill, 1944, is passed by the House on the 10th or 11th March, we )1_*’ mend-
take up the Bill clause by clause and to move that it be pPassed on t}he 25{1 OR?SC to
after disposal of Budget business fixed for that day. We also PIOTOSE i takl March
unforeseen  Government Business and items which remajn unfinished o " I,IP any
Govenment days on the 25th March, 7.e., the last day of the Session. L 1 previous

following Bills on

on that
10th and 11th

Assam
> 10 a
(Amend-

Committee on Petitions relating to Bills

The Hon’ble the SPEAKILR :  Under rule 112(1) of the Assem i
nate the following Members to constitute a Committee on l’etitioxlslii%(a{};lie:’ 1 Torgt-
the current Session of the Assembly :— g to Bills for

1. Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan Muhammad Ahbal, Chaudhury
2. Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin. ;
3. Mr. E. H. S. Lewis.

4. Mr. Jobang . Marak.

Under the rules, the Deputy Speaker will be the Chairman of the Commijtten
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House Committee

. 1 [ '".A','..l.‘w 4 v it
Under rule 126 of the Assembly Rules, I nominate H:.‘ 0
stitute 2 House Committee for the current Session of the Ass
Srijut Joges Chandra Gohain. b B
Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan Muhammad Ahbab Ch
Mr.F. W. Blennerhassett.
. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri.
Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.
. Babu Dakshina Ranj

P W=

an Gupta Chaudhuri.

. .ertain Bills
Messagcr regarding assent to certain
Information has been recei

Ass_sam that, under the provis
His Excellency the
both Chambers of t

ved from the Secretar Yy 1o His I.x« "U"?:' h
tons of section 75 of the (J'-‘."’III'ZII"IHI“.’-' i
has assented to the following Bills which
L I-F'gis];i!uru o
1. The Assam Debt Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, |«,.'1|, .
Land) ?j}“f};;dﬁfﬁmm Hindu Women’s Rights to Property (Extens
3. The Asg

(}()‘-’(:l‘u()r
he Asg;

to Avricultaral

am Matcrnity Benefit Bill, 1940,

, Gandhi

Condolen ce Motion on the death of Mrs. Kasturba hole ol

g ’ he whole O

The Hon’h] : ¢ awarc that 1 kK

. T e lh(: SI,E. I . Aembers ard '-1 - i Jv eventl tod R

India ig Mourning ) deat} AI.(I'R ’ I.I”“' {\h(“']— dhi which melane o her items of

place o, i 2o 1 }. €ath of Mrs. Kasturba Gar the ol Ll wrilnrte
: by g ye:

usiness of (f. ( y la hum e

of Tespect to the ’lgl';:(l)] sk first d ,

and sense of loss ap A

the bereayeq fami]

death of Mrs, KaStyl:rh;P({l'douhu:(liy India has sustained an

: o amile
nHood “Andhi, She was indeed a shining ((\ ::ullhi, oy

: d . LR Y & [ 3z
the greatest livin and as the Partner in life of Mahatima

4 oo BEE rr;nl(l ;I.!!(l % .
endeavour tq better:m;l} m]lhe world and whose life has been su ];ni F"lndiil her ”“h”:ll]
es | 1€ lot of h = ) — to scecurc e -cn SO stead-
? ] in the Comity of nation lumanity at large ind + nart well having he Again, she
ast y devoted to . 8, rs. Gandhi p];ly(:d her P 2o Tif 11-[)1‘(‘.!\"‘“'5- e 1 -
SPeaking gp".“Y cause which Mahatma (J‘and}\l/; -’*‘} 'l‘l'”.l' Gandhi ””dl iy “5(;5
: e ‘\t;lrllz s . . 1306 2 ana “ AA e @ his Jo i
Flife, but she S2HON (o pip. COUnterpart of the life of N ith the Mahatm 1
ot life, but ghe shareq witk M. She not only did share.w

. i his wocs 'N]li‘t.']l (:;111.1'c:
in the wake of all hig « ith TCmarkahje fortitude and patience D] : oS ke, st
fo e R the fulfilment of his noble miss

urn h.er (1 GaV0u1~s f(n‘ | spuree “f' ins‘pirﬂll‘)ll
tous all. H Cat ; p . erpetual sot
. e er life will remain a perj

r a2 - But “Tnclia must always
remain vivid anIc)laitrmtlsr{“ her Unti\?crvi devotion to the causc ol 111(}“}'(:1]* ulhc cause
Mpresgive hef: ng devotic in our struggle

¢ of Ingdi, OT€ our eyes (o guide us in

ake up
Before we [')l'()(‘.!‘('(l to take ]

7 B I yay ]II)’ :
ay of this Session I risc L ik, to our deepest
rg. (:'Zmdhi and to L’i‘-’" (f){])rlr‘,.‘al(rll

. ])('ISHI-

: 5 o Ill"l. maom i

3 _ i s Cinsethi Apd Lhe O . lati by tlie
Pathy to Mahatma Gan irreparable L

of the  best type
ho is said to bhe
ceaseless

of independen

I hope hon Men emory of
Y , the m

Mrs. Gandhi we Shouidswnuld Hks $hoy a8 5 madk of respect tti?nf‘- Before T do
that, I_wou]d like to giv ?S end gy business of the day for aho would like to give
expression to theip feelings n opportun;ty to those hon. Members w

Thc Hon’ble oyt ‘ DULI{,A . Mr. Sl)Cﬂl‘{er,
Sir, the Ministry, ang eSpecial L SiT MUHAMMAD ’S,AAin associating ‘}"‘msrlvels
with the nation and endorsiy, yself, fad o difficulty . to India in the death
of Mrs. Kasturba Gandhj. 8 ‘S/Vhat You have said on t]}z 1215-"0[_Indian woman]modl.
She cast her lot with hep mUStrigl?;lhtS:%LSglq she “lrasazrllr(li IW(:;?., for rich and poor, anc
she was constantly by the side of ¢ ond 1n wea

ightly said,
yh e : ia who, as you 1g
has been striving hard for the freedor%rzzil}]];l%:;:cr Ogﬂigilﬁ the wives of great men  she

Maulavi' S
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sccreted hersell from the public and was the ‘,\'ih-m inﬁplir(-r ol i‘\‘t‘f'}l‘ . ‘L’l't‘f“ t“l.uicn\_'mtn'
which Mahatma Gandhi had launched. ‘We may ditftfer with Ma l’:lllm.ll . ("m.d.hl mn
his politics and principles, but we are vh.y‘n.lhlv :-‘tlnllgh to m‘mdnl‘t““\\'-_l 1‘ :{“1 ‘-“\ mpa-
thise with him and I personally mourn ln‘s ‘Inn with t‘)[h(‘l'.\’ as a tellow .\‘ul‘( rer.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behall ol t!]_ls side
of the THouse T associate myself with every word that has come  from you. Sir, you
have rightly said that Mrs. Kasturba Gandhi was a shining example of ln(h;}u
womanhood. She did a good deal lor Indian womanhood and not m}l}' for
Indian womanhood but for the whole of India. .\'n“. vou have (‘:\prvssvd our it‘m‘i}l\_‘.\‘.\‘
so exhaustively that 1 find very few words to add.  So, Sir, 1 Ag@ain. express our  views
that we are entirely at one with you in this respect and 1 l‘lunk it will be  befitting the
occasion if you very kindly adjourn the House for, say, hall an hour at least. _

Mr. A" WHITTAKER : On behalt of the Mvml_wrs ol my party 1 have no hesita-
tion whatever in associating myself with this expression of sympathy for the loss of the
wile ol a great man I do not wish to introduce any discordant note, hm\'v\'m‘, but 1
would suggest that unlike certain other public  Assemblics iun ihis country we do not
make a practice of adjourning our sittings when sympathising with every person whose
death we mourn. 1 do not think that an adjournment of the House for haif an hour,
half a day or even the whole day will add anything to the significance of any expres
sion of griel we may make in this Assembly. I would ask, Sir, that we do not
start a precedent which I foresee will be embarrassing to all partie
sequent years.,

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : A message conveying  these expressions of sorrow
and sympathy would be sent to the bereaved family. ~ As to what Mr. Whittaker said
I would like to say that I have already declared  that  the House should adjourn i‘n:'
some time.  On any occasion of this nature arising in {uture the House may decide
what should De its convention as regards suspension ol its business, Rcl‘crring to the
Agenda it would appear that we have got only the presentation of the Budget and
some other items of business which T think, cannot take much time. So T would like tL
adjourn the House now for about half an hmlr—-~(‘z'm':'e.\'~—~ti]l recess time).  Vepy well (}
as a mark of respect to the departed soul, adjourn the House up to recess tit'n
But I would however ask hon. Members to rvise in their scats and observe sjle o
for two minutes. 4

now
s of the House in sub-

nce
Members rose in their seats
for two minutes)
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Assembly remains adjourned til] 2

p.m,
After lunch

Presentation of th: Budget for 1944-45 and Budget

Speech of th s
Finance Minister p e Hon ble

Mr. Speaker, Sir,

I rise to present the Budget estimate for the year 1944-45.
financial ycar that is just closing was a period of great stress,
anxiety for the Government, marked as it was by a distressing
our neighbouring Province of Bengal, which had its inevit
sion on conditions in our Province as well,
sparced the devastation and desolation that
not cscape the hardship brought about by high prices of rice and oth
nccessaries of life that ruled throughout™ the greater part of the yeaer
Government watched the situation carefully as it developed and COl'f.:

tinued to adopt various measures to counteract the effect of high Brices
on the cconomic life of the country. Prij A
a

- 1ce control, procurement sche
supply of frce rations to several catcgories of low paid Governmcnt

. The
strain  gnqg
famine
able repercyg.
Though our Province was
afllicted our neighbours it diq
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. rarontS SupDly of foodstuffs at controlled price, modificd s hem  af
rationing, wide distribution of standard cloth at prices within the reach ol
the poorer classes are amongst the steps taken by the Government to
mect \.‘Vhitl. threatened to i,;,’ a menacing situation : it an lecitimnat 11
be claimed that, except in isolated areas. acute distress was succesfully
prevented.  Involved in strenuous cfforts in mitigating  hardship v - g
her own bmfd(:r Assam was not slow in extending help to hier neigiis
]I);(;aurr)slilt]iondlflfrcs?’ﬂ..("(”'.',I”””?"’ with consideration for ler o e
f p, ¢ o Iree trade in rice in the Eastern  Zom ' s' :

rawal the situation was soon brought under

Winter Crops yiel(
fall in prices

]
I ¥ e
¢d a rich harvest and there has been mar

dUl‘inrr rece . " g : ?”-;”': Ak CIl
. e iy cent “")”lll‘i. l"] Eroctic steps el 1'( '
to.control the Price of cloth and i - life and there
1S reason to hope (hay the llp\v'u'(i checked and
the dismal CXperience of . .\.H
;};{SC ’Il(:((j'cssill;tth considerable cxpansion of the admin ‘l.l.'lli\.‘i‘ llll.'l.‘l'ill—
fron)iindrnth ‘t ¢ financia] commitments. he iminensity ol .l]“- i‘h].]"r““-
the faé)t ;lh'“{:W]y‘ Sheasg Supply Department may  be Juegee l'l“):-:!
nearly Cqualc‘t: ! oo Purchage Schemes alope jnvolve expent ll::‘”
o s 0 the averaoe e s o © Asgsam. -
vincial Motor Prans m:“{l}-’,((,)l11(,01_n(, f;f the Government  of U striving
to cope with the ¢r X, S amisation which has heen valianth dtadised
y Wclcomr = )Il’.lp](:x pl’U])lCm ()f‘ l‘()“.(] 1'('.11\[)(,1' ,“l\,‘ })4"']: \- ‘]' ' : =
Thic - - accretion  of resources ler Lease and Lend Scheme.
his involyes heav ] ol R, 0] though 1t
undoubtedly is, 1, ? -F;”“ *113’3 rCmunerative and cssentia T
1 - i g . ont JnNnce ])' =i * "Ih r1111s =
St across t A% - trovince like Agsam wi 5, i
Jouvcrhccad tht*hlc‘) bordep and  ajrerafy f‘rir-;lcl] “m(l hostile, lf)()lill].l,s'lw
ce and in e et o Civil 3'(3f'('11( | yn(‘;; ap  unique import-
ase b ; isCIence assumes . . : .
ﬁlﬂltifari”usr&iz{:d d(:X])Cn(h[urc N thig i{)((-ls?llll‘tln('nl is an index (.” i
table and l’l.CCCSQIaC;n l,ng [m?(llions, Wl'|i1(- (;l);m]-,i“}.(l (o all these mevi-
f the fact that 1yi~°3<pcndlturcs S OVe Rt has not been unmindful
ol the | - Geliciencieg op the erhment - has 1 < in our nation
o Cflparft‘mcms Will haye to ];(_ i CXPCI'](]”?]- ) sost-war period.
Wchhg‘/ftt Crelorc decided g Comcrvmdqc up for in 1('“1.(‘(}; to be spent
er advantage %, ' C part of csource. .
with bett ! advantage afyq, he 1 lrtﬁuf o)ur resou R econstruction
Fund which we propase ¢, ar. The Post-War ; :les  Tor
i =9 auguratc r BT car l)I'()Vl( {4
this. rom next yce

other necessarics ol
trend of prices has been
last Yéar mav not be n-[n'.‘ulmi

in
To turn now to the Acc . ‘ -

: Coungg f . estimate of

_ : : : - . f r CS

revenue deficit of Trs g 59 was o€ year 1942-43, B o surplus of
Trs. 32,06 owing to bettep yield ACtually converted into . T
Revenue, Forests and other ¢ . "om - Agricultural Incmn(,-Ig(}‘UfOl .
ich not only this year by 41 <4 dutics especially the TEErO: ERS,
whic A also in . 5 is contributing
| : Ifall 1 194344 | 1944-45 is co1 S

a very handsome windfall to PrOVIncirﬂ and 1¢ he GNOIMIOUS

amount of petrol c.onsuml\eld by the milit;evenucs owing to
; ~senting a Note : ry. " "
Wh].]e prc ] ()gl%ion ])rlc; t{) 'Lh(: SSCmbly in November last on the
oresent financia plr.e whi,cl CC on the information then available, we
had drawi & pIC‘l.l . ; l W(? rather gloomy and depressing. Latest
ficures however §1VE promisc of a ])I‘lghter outlook. The reasons for these
o)

S

&>
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variations have been explained in detail in the Budget Memorandum
and it is hardly necessary for me to repeat them again. In the Revised
I'stimates for 1913-44 we now anticipate a revenue surplus of
19:63-41 instead of a deficit of Trs. 8,09 estimated in the original Budget.
Since these revised estimates were prepared we have received i
figures from the Forest Department and the Governme
indicate that Forest receipts are  likely
included in the revised ; while our share of [ncome-tax  divisible pool is
likely to be 11 lakhs higher than was forecast by India as latelv as
December last. Against this additional 15 lakhs on the receipt side we
have, however, entered into certain additional commitments which are
likely to increase the expenditure side of the Budget by one or two lakhs:

Coming to the Budget Estimate for 1944-45; the revenue receipts are
estimated at I'rs. 151,71 against the Revised Estimate of Trs. 4,36,93.
Increases under Land Revenue and Excise as in 1943-44 mainly contri-
bute to the improved receipts. The Revenue Expenditure is estimated
at Trs. 4,62.11 against the current year's sanctioned grant of Trs. 3,72.29,
an increase of I'rs. 89,82, T'he great rise  in prices of all articles and
supply of foodstufls to Government servants at concession rate and free
ration, increased expenditure on Agriculture, generally speaking, account
for this increase.  The Capital Receipts are estimated at Trs, 25,43,48
and Capital Expenditure at Trs. 25,58,60 : the details of the jncres
have been explained 1 the Budget )’[Pmol';lllc'hllll.

The Revenue Budget shows a delicit of Irs. 10,40, The Revens
l)'ill(lg‘vl \\i()uld' .\I_m‘\\ 1 ‘.\'1111)1‘1‘15 ol‘ lil.s.l-l_.ﬁ‘() b‘ut for the fuct that g e
25 lakhs is being sct aside from revenue to form a nucleus of Post-War
Rc(‘(mstruvtmp _I"un(l and 111}5 18 (‘11111\‘13‘-’ responsible for the deficit. Our
share o[: the (11\'151.1.)1{‘ pool of Income Tax receipts is expected to be still
further increased in the buflgct year by another 11 lakhs according to
figures very recently received from Government of India, so that on
the whole, if expectations 111511(~1-i_;11i3(" th(:pc should be a S;llzlll surplus
of about half a lakh even taking into consideration the 253

s PR T ST
.ll.\. {,001n
ater

nt of India which
to be 4 lakhs in excess of those

increase

‘ ) s 20 lakhs, set aside
for Post-War Reconstruction Fund, most of whic ; -
, 3 Ch w

ill be rered by
the additional 22 lakhs expected to be recovered durii]o- bt(ilifoz_é:;.d anzi
next year from the Income Tax pool. = Vs

I would now proceed to discuss the salient features of some of the
main heads of income and expenditure. Lang Revenye forms the most
important head of our income and this jg cstimated to record an
increase of Trs.20,40 next year reflecting the effect of the complete with-
drawal of the remission. The marked feature of the Lang Revenu€
Adminis¢ration during the current financial year has been the Speczial
endeavour made by Government to accelerate the process of land settle-
ment, with a view to intensifying the efforts fior growing more food an
providing land for the increased nuinber of landless in the Province, 10
August last Government issued a Resolution to this effect and instructions
were issued to District Officers.  Pursuant to this Resolution the Profes-
sional Grazing Rescrves were also examined by g Special Officer for the
purpose of determining how far these were strplus to requirement:
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115 1:‘1‘(‘“[]‘_\'
Government decision about dereserving - Msdcacs xlu.lsi‘iiw carly
€en communicated to the District Officers. - ““i::t.“.'{ artcularly
implementation of the Land Settlement policy has j”i',!.l !. ultivation
stressed, so that lands dereserved may be brought ““;,..ui crops. It
for March/Apri] sowing of the Ahu paddy and ”:}l-(‘i.l.l- to be brought
is yet Premature g calculate the extent of arcas like : ts therefrom.
under  settlemen or to  cstimate the probable ;-:-sf'l]'."“'“[ about
he Government of India is taking a particularly keen ;f!f;».l monthly
the progress of our land settlement policy and have callec the Govern-
to be forwarded to the Se Y.

: ) mng

Y . g ' . ‘ood ]l.lllll. -

‘ : e oo i e T (‘r'““‘lll | wur Resolution
Ommittee a]gq Fecommended that the implementing of <

should he expedited,

- . g 'ltl(.‘
\ : P a1 1s, the s
€ have 3]s, Introduced a scheme in Sylhet, f"'”. :\ which con-
-sntof f‘ﬂ‘mcrly rescrved land on Chukti-Bhagi h'\.\‘Hll-l acquire no
tamns noye] features, Under this scheme settlement I"'l‘, - ‘,:.(l for the
right on the land beyond the terms of special lease san l‘u.ll_(.r”w‘ =
Eilf]réjoic - lpély 7 licu of Jang revenue, a fixed q”;l“[l-l:’\- '\,-(.rmn(-m for
as an ag 1tion ¢ - : ands of Go
) the stoc . he hands
cmergency | stock of paddy in t —
\, 2 . " : t]\' .
_In Prowncml Ixeige the deterioration in receipts from  country e
| continyeg Main] S

. - | fi
e = g }IIS 1S5 l]]fJ.
Ue to difficulties of transport but lia-made
P . > all. P i nctia
Cg;le?ézﬂﬁzldn%d} b im:rcasiug receipts !'r(}m Ganja ',‘“]‘1_ ]E""l’l" from
uor, the cons . S cs being main
. £ Ao : - » F S yein
outside the PTOVings umers in the latter cases g

any other
. ¢ than any 0
140 the Fypeg, Department fluctuates m(nlg, tl}l'] disturbances
. : < .n apart {ro e LA
in cconomic £ 210 FUcin the time of war, when apat from time to tme
: h as the . ¢ Dature of the demand varies e ent has there-
A le 4Mount of (4 demand. The Depart 1 varied for-
- Warabmad but i activitics depend not only '(t) in meeting
. On carefy] planning and Ingenul Sém.h as infla-
S urt‘d‘ hich arise unforeseen and troubles e T A,
hoves | Mcul S he greatly increased revenic [L’l] csc pro-
1OW effectively 1o o0 ‘nt has tackled these bt
5, howey o )t T department h{‘.' '1;1(;1'21[ gain to some
extent represengg intoady .. -CMembered that the m'(t be made up after
the war, and thgy, p e1nt;lt?n forest Capital which mll-‘i" .k of man power
and facilities foy su crvis(io1 O work hag suffered from lac
These greatly e - lacing a
: ex.pand I ment are placing :
a1 _ ed activitic partment ¢ or re-
great strain on the g ang . \éltms 31“ h1hc Difl%ly been made for 11(,
organisation. PTOPOSals thisman as v;/e o examination | [)Y
Government, The.needg of the Purpose a like a Training Schoo l(l)
turn out more qualifieq 4 i charilmcntt :)Hi cers, Government wi
1 i . ubordinate ik g .
have to COHSldCI‘ 1n connecuon With Post—WaI‘ Reconstruction.

' 3 B DErS of interest in
Honourablg : Iemb‘??‘ﬁ of this House have shown a keen i1
the progress of the Drainage and

Embankment Schemes.  They will be
interested to know that the EXecn

- o _,.
on of some of these schemes is Ib('l“:;‘f
pushed on with commendable vigour and it is expected that a numbe
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these projects will be completed before the coming rainy season. In
order to accelerate execution of these works in the interest of Grow More
FFood Campaign, some of the claborate requirements of the Drainage
and Embankment Act have been dispensed with, so far as projects to be
completed  immediately  are  concerned. IF'or the construction of
Brahmaputra Bund ncar IDesangmukh Trs. 2,70 have also been 1)1‘0\'1(\(‘(1
in the Budget.  Work on this will proceed in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Embankment and Drainage Act. To meet audit require-
ments a separate head of Account 68B.—Navigation, Embankment and
Drainage Works has been opened to exhibit under this head charges on
works, which arc undertaken satistying the requirements of the Embank-
ment and  Draimmage Acty, 1939,

In the sphere of General Administration the Budget figures hardly dis-
close one of the most important aspects of the present position, which is
the shortage of man power which exists in Government services, just as
much as in vital industries and Defence services.  The complaint from all
service quarters, and particularly in new Departments such  as Supply, is
the lack of experienced man power.  The lower one goes in the services,
the greater the tendency there is for low paid men to be half-hearted in
their work owing to the attractions of very lucrative opportunities for
carning money that exist in private life. There is a tendencvy at such
times to forget the advantage lying in the sheltered condition of perma-
nent Government service.  Government have therefore had to take mea-
sures in order to forestall a possible breakdown even in such Departments
as clerical services by insisting on the one hand on the application of the
Essential Services Ordinance to all officials and by making conditions
and prospects of service more attractive on the other, }

The transport problem has intensified the difficulties of touring
officers.  "IThe Government have decided to go some way to meet their
nceds by providing 20 converted 15 cwt. trucks which will be available
in a pool for touring oflicers generally and not allocated to any individual
or department. ‘The relevant figures are not exhibited in the Budget
because they are not yet known but the expenditure will to a large extent
be set ofl' by reducing Travelling Allowance charges owing to the fact that
mileage will not be drawn by users of these vehicles. N

Government have decided to make the nucleus of the Publicity De-
partment permancent in view of the great appreciation shown of the work of
the branch from all quarters and a Motion will be brought before the
Assembly at this session for this purpose. )

As will appear from a Supplementary Demand to be placed before
the Assembly onc of the greatest problems in the Fail Department is the
procurement of food and other supplies at a reasonable cost. Besides
two important cscapes from small jails in the recent past illustrate the
neced for reconstruction of jails on improved lines, which, however, must
await the Post-War period. As regards political prisoners, the claim for

family or personal allowances has in each case rececived serious and
sympathetic consideration from the Government.
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The net increase in the Provincial Budget for the ‘/’=.z-_ar foree Fhis
of all proportion to the enormous increase in the sanctioned force

is because the Central Government have undertaken '_3*“' paymoemt b ; ;,:.
largc clcmcnts (Jf ztd(litimml ]JU“("‘. 'l }u':r i-». COll 2'!1‘".1.5311" Ia 1 -E;(-
recruitment of sanctionec forces and these do not T""”';“‘_ S i ;;;”.'
actual requirements, for there is an cnormously increased burden i.'n\.u _‘:':
upon the department at this time. When recruitment com vt '.‘
it is probable that it will be necessary to invoke further sanctons, .anl( ‘
the Provincial Government will ! terms by which “'
Central Government have waived our contribution for Assam ]{l.li"..A' “‘
meet from their own resources all demands for extra police o !-mm.-u'}_
duties of the Police Department.  The Department has been ‘f"”‘“l"!-h d
¢conomical in its demand for any other than absolutcly innmediate
n?CdS"__OnlY one small new scheme Heing included in the Budget. 1 l'_‘_
g}lmculths of local transport have been l(—: some extent overcome and ther
IS a provision for a fleet of 25 Police carrying vehicles.,  The ( ;I:\-(-I'I.Ill_}l:”“
of India have consented 1o pay half the “cost of the village responsibility
Schcmc with its village Defence Partics, which is recciving the necessary
e ¢O-opcration though working lll‘l(](:I' the handicap of dilliculties ol
transport-and Jack of amenitics, , -
lion’s sizyeti}ffv e iemes provided in the Budget Pdgmabid ¢ Camms L1
: : olving an expenditure of Rs. 1,47,535. Increasce

'Ing grants have he . . Colleges

. ¢ been rovided for f t v uernyment Colleg
in P r four . -Govern

mCludl o ( ur of the non-G 'Lir.lt"l schools

of the o a women’s college. The condition  of ot due
i he degree (o which they have becen hit, du
situation created by “the war, i P
the Government. By way of giving ]'(;](l)(.{()(%:;
has been provided 5 SVEr, pregent diflicultics, a sum ol e o : =
- With 4 view to aiding local bodics to vrml)h,‘ { 11_1.‘111
I S e e .cachers Government ,h:'l-“". 'llfl‘}‘)'{""l]f \t(l’ll(l:
remaining 40 per ey P28t provided (he reapective Doarys: edr |
i OF the “Xpansion of primary cducation m ruri
: 45 4 new item of expenditure. —
e o'y et Departmcnis Shortage of quaificd
ot O us problem. With atten S of
the Province wit, as much s . Strugeling to meet the medical needs 0
tances. 1In view of th 1, success as i possible under the present circums-
€ great Mierest (akep by Hon’ble Members of the
the situation there 18 hei -BamaCh‘)“ga I may inform the House [h;"l_
taken the Inspector Gor, ngl Vngropsly tackled and among the measures
the necessary expenditure gy, C1vil  Hospitals has been asked to incur
Penditure for (), establishment of 4 20 bedded emergency

hospital in ths area at a i |
_ B N est - of ith
recurring expenditure of Rs. S%%ated cost of Rs. 6,500 with a monthly

For t e . '
p h‘?‘be_tter Contrql of epidemics and other contagious diseases and
or more efficient working, th , .« e Lol
Department is sid >, ¢ re-organisation of the Public calth
: p} . nf 3\/}:011.51‘ ered an IMperative necessity.  The Hon’ble Minister
1n-charge o cdical and Public Health will ‘move a separate Motion

be bound under

-
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in the Assembly for this purpose. It the scheme is approved effect will
be given from 1st April 1944,

The mounting scale of  expenditure on  Agriculture, the Budget
Estimate of Trs.28,21 for 1944-45 as compared with Trs.12,67, the
actuals for 1942-43, indicate the extent of the vigorous drive undertaken
by the department in furtherance of the Grow More Food Campaign.
Increasing arcas under rice, pulses, sugarcane and vegetables are being
broucht under cultivation and the distribution of seeds and manures 18
being  augmented.  The Rice Irrigation Projects are contributing
materially to the production of more foodstufl.  Over 150 such schemes
have so far been undertaken, which will benefit an arca estimated at
553 sq. miles, thereby increasing production by about 58,987 tons of
paddy. These schemes are very popular among the cultivators and

there are ever increcasing demands for more.

Provision has been made for  strengthening the Administrative
side of the Department by employment of additional staft to cope with
increased work and for increased stipends to overcome the shortage of
trained men for further employment.

In the Co-operative Department the programme of rehabilitation 1s
beginning to be intensified. In view of the improved financial position of
the rural population, due to abnormally high prices of their agricultural
produce, they are able to a large extent to liquidate the debts owed by
them to the societies.  Advantage is being taken of this opportunity for
the collection of outstanding dues.  The orgainsation of consumers co-
operative stores, which were started with a_view to solving the difficult
problem of equitable distribution of foodstufl’ and other essential commo-
dities to the general public, has made rapid strides. About 600 such
stores have alrcady been registered, and papers for the registration of
over 400, which arc already working, are pending at various stages. It 1s
estimated that they already cater for a total of over 4 lakhs of persons
and their membership i1s daily growing. It is encouraging to find that
the co-operative movement is emerging from stupor and stagnation to
virility.

The Industries Department is extending its activities in various
dircctions, shortage of mill-made cloth having given added impetus to
our handloom industry. The erection of a training centre for sericulture
in the Titabor Sericulture Station and the conversion of the present
Mulberry Station at Senchua into a seed supply station, for which provi-
sion has been made in the Budget, are expected to help the develop-
ment of sericulture in the Province.

The appointment of an Assistant Labouwr Commissioner has come none
too soon for the welfare of labour will obviously play an important
part in the work of Government in the future. The problems that arc¢
already facing this office of Labour Commissioner are already important
and are rapidly growing.

The transport situation has afllicted Government with the sameé
difficulties as it has the public in regard to supply of Stationery, and there
is a serious time lag in the supply of forms. A problem for the future will
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“1°- 0 11 “1mcit ’a'.ilit El
be development of the Government Press and the arrangemen
should be made for Government printing in ;,{«-ln-_r.al_ . | 2
The Public Works Department continues to be mainly enuga

construction of roads and bridges of military f;::g:t'! tance, f f_-" . ‘ji‘ft*.‘:lil".
ture on which is charged direct to the Defence head. ‘ I'hi Cced
extent, is responsible for the smaller number of new .m-::;ei -:‘”_L':fu, .
to be taken up ])}’ the .')(,’l).’t]t]”l‘:“t fllll'in;_: the next year. he advg

tage of postponing all but such work as i 111C5¢ -'l"‘l.’]'- e .i,“ ]:. ‘l‘-l:;nllu:
inflationary tendencies at present and  results in storing up  Work ;“ T
included as part of Post-War Reconstruction Schemes. , Lt 1 D ent
borne in mind that it is uncconomical to carry out work al “i." bl ;;;:-1'
high rates with the limited funds available, which will go much u
if taken up after the war is over, |
Increase of work on Defence
stitution of the Sylhet and (
Division at Maulvibazar
Subdivisions at Tinsukia
have also heen opcned. anc
~ Extra officers and stnﬂ'm'(t('ssury for the purposc lu}\"".]""'l.' \I““l-
tioned and provided for in the next year's Budget. Hl“ \-\.l“..m.).‘
owever, throw any extra burden on the resources of the "”\.“.H-‘i‘l' lH
a]though the pay and allowances of these extra oflicers .;un| o il.“'
charged to the Provincial lill(lq(rfl the i]l“("l"{'ilk.i('. in expenditure on l}‘ll.
ascount will be counter-balanced 1, -l'('(‘(‘)".('l“'l(-s to be made from  the
Castral Governmcnt on pro-rata basits ):lt l‘h‘(- ‘(-](;s;: of the year.
and %Lﬁi?n?]](:g be-?]otcd in this (Zf)llll(?(‘.ti(nl-ll‘lill the “:’”})“-I'lm"\-
. . g . . . R /
felt, and these are“;lbo(lzﬁsr}l)t:l?ul{: e long e e l‘}f (I (i::.ln}(”'null in any
area.. The Bilashipara ’m('l i}]-]:cc-:”.y th(f work is reduce . Western  Assam
Division and (}e Barac 'I.( ; r1{}/1111 Subdivisions u.m.!c.:r the cder e Khas
and Jaintia Hills ])ivigiopc]n-l- delll:mg S“]).(llvlSl““ o . completion of
works. O have thyg been abolished on the ¢

the recon-

: . 1!"'
. e . L1 - ]I‘.‘( .|!|-l i )
Rrojects have ol a4 new

: S . L1010
achar  Divisions and the creatia A i
as well as a few new S“I"h\%l-“m‘ - Diviston
and Sibsagar under the Lakhimpu

Divisions
is actually

There is a propog -  borne in
sal to b]‘il’](r B o 1., 1cs nNow bhorne
" o T the Divig Al Mechanic: :
the V}fo(l)rk chfrl)llrged establlshmcn{? on 101;’]1:1?2 l]ul'll” permanent and pen-
SLOIl% c? CS_tEé lﬁfhln(}'nt_ his Proposal wy ql : s-%(‘(lc by the /\Sf"‘"“bly.dm'mg
the Budget Session in 1947 1y g as passc )}’ Lical difliculties the
proposal could not he gi,, g o certain  technice

: WVen effecy ¢ \ o le for the purpose
has accordingly been Submiteq o, i ‘A ﬁ‘cshl.%(,hc.(ill{  nciit Session for
the vote of the Assembly_ *Cparately during the |

This Department is als . ~+ Plannine of
Roads. A programme is bzinaC&lVely busy in PPSt-W]‘ll;l(‘Hl: of Ais —
in pursuance of the policy. {‘Orﬁmfi?vg up by the (J?Yfl]nlent of India and
communicated to all provingeg —¢d by the -GO\’(fIItI]C plan for Post-
War Development of roads is to elf breparation o tically and for this
purpose it is necessary that wogk Shoilgn up encrge iv;thout ey, s
the project estimates have to be sub SRS

Mitted to t Government ol India
before the 1st August 1944, anq detailec{‘(es:iomgigs for the First Phase by
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the 31st December 1944, the stall requited is to be appointed imme-
diately.  Consequently two  Executive Engineers have already been
posted  for this purpose, and a supplementary egrant for the expendi-’
ture mvolved during the current year has been asked  for sepa-
rately.  Steps are being taken  to post the full staft required in this con-
nection and the expenditure for the same  will be a charge in the
next yvear's budget.  As advice in this respect was received late from the
Government of India 1t was not possible to include the provision for this
purpose in the next yvear's budget, Supplementary demand for addi-
tional grant for the next year will be submitted in due course. The
future prosperity of the Province is intimately related to the improve-
ment ol road communications in Assam, and as considerable help is
expected from the Central Government in respect of reconstructing roads
in Assam, it is important that we should not lag behind in the prepara-

tion of new schemes y of the Public Works Department in
this respect is therefore a thing to be welcomed

:} very large proporton of our sl
transferred to tl_lc Defence l)(\]);tl‘tmcm has also to be replaced. Further-
n;:zrl(;, tll)llv'l (t-“”:l”l]f“:"n i‘"i“il‘ Pl‘t‘h‘cnlls tiu- most (t})})[‘()i)l:iilt(?. opportunity to
B S AL S achinery under Lease and T o S N
diflicult to secure such plant on the tm‘lllil:;l:t(ilnliztcl:f(‘llhi‘t:\I::T" h\)I llio\\\\lcl‘l\})lc
these tools and plant will continue to be largely used in i)(:i‘v.n:::c )I‘O'ICCt;.
the estimated recoveries from the Milii:u‘y 1\)(‘15:11‘t11ﬂc11t \-\'i‘ll> C.OI‘I‘IL_‘S %md;
ingly increase and a good deal of oy expenditure will be l‘ecolz'crcd
through pro-rata charges.  recove

The activities of the  Ciyji Defence Department h
tion as a separatc Department from 1942-43, expanded to a considerable
extent and are still under cxpansion. Important towns 'md‘ ~:1M'1tions n
vulnerable arcas have been classified and  provided wikth‘ nccc:s;-u'y stafl
on the approved scale. There are 12 Class I Towns 4 Class Ii(TO\\’IIS,
7 Class IIT Towns and 16 Class IV Tov . > dass

f 3 yns.  Besides arrangements have
been made for the protection of the villagers of the Basti Areas near

Airfields. The existing A.R.P. measures have further heen supplemented
by the establishment of a Blood Transfusion Service the Aqulr)uﬁ Blood
Bank and hospitals for the treatment of ajy raid victims. Measures have
also been taken for facilitating training and publicity - the ;)ubliC and
maintaining vital communications in case of emergency. There have

been established f}l]ly equipped fire-brigades in 14 towns and stations
under the supervision of Tire Officers and Sub-Officers of the National
Fire service. All these account for the Increased expenditure in the Civil
Defence Budget. As referred to in the Budeet Memorandum the
reduction of the size of slab by the Government of India from 10 lakhs to
8 lakhs has resulted in some relicf to the Provincial exchequer.

The activit

and plant which had been

ave, since its incep-

The establishment of the Assam Transport organisation was decided
upon, and received the approval of the Assembly at the March Session
1943 in view of the lack of ro

. . ad transport for the needs of the C,lvle
population and loss of vehicles which had to be requisitioned at the til
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of the threat to India’s borders in May, 1942, The orngmal | ition
had been mainly to recondition such vehicles as were 4-5:1,::?‘;,.
: ) ¥ . $ ey 9 { ', ] Oowoever,

the Army and to build up a fleet of 200, During the year 1913, how cr,

. : i 100l e frionm -
promises were received of a considerable number of vehicle B ca bt o
i : - s 14 1580 1R! 1Dy .
Lend stocks and it was (](:(‘I(l(:(.l.tn take .‘lf]'-.'.'lllt..’!.'_'f' _rnl this an i L;::H‘ ,!_ x‘:[ ‘
fleet of 500 vcehicles, in recognition that the utilisation of the railwan b
i : o vf . e 3 That . Os11on
becoming of increasing difficulty for civil purposes.  That is the p

now, and unless this transport is obtained, conserved and wor ;.n:, ”".”":
most carcfully organised system Government anti ipate that the Provine
will suffer severely in its supplies. ‘ '

Assam Transport now numbers 460 vehicles. new chassis which have
been fitted with bodics, plus 20 reconditioned.  With new vehicles
coming in it has heen possible to scll off a number of doubtiul
runners for the sum of Rg, 1,97,515, representing a  very large
profit on the outlay of one Jakh. Mcanwhile a great need deves-
loped for employment of the flcet for Defence purposcs and also on
account of the improvement of the Assam Trunk Road and other roads,
which was as essential to the operation of Assam ‘Transport a5 1o the
Central Government’s requirements and wis wery profitable. Fhe ions
nage handled in November was 64.850. of which civil requircments re-
presented somewhat over (en per c;:nl,. 31]")!!&;11 the number of lorry-days
occupied on civi] work, which is Jess ])r(,ﬁl;li,l(: was considerably .'l]')(r\-(.
that percentage.  December figures were 73 767 tons carricd. The
e_xpcndlturc during 1943-44, inciu(lim_r, capital (:;; senditure, amounts to a
little less than 66 lakhs of which the val I : _]], Jes and stores amount
b Earninﬁis '?l]I‘("Lt] Vd-”(i o 1\'“'1:”—(-?(11‘ 28 lakhs. The
ﬁnanciz}l prospects, therefore prm;‘id(ﬂ ‘:]n.mm.l [') u',t " of work can he
main}g.mcd, arc most promis,ing" :«d that continuity

I'he main dlfﬁculty lhmughqut ihia
has been the lack of CXperienced staf]
however, and the Centry] Coner 0

development of Assam Transport

The back has now been broken,
. i iSoassistance

: ing i . rnment have offered their fullest ass

in m(életlt?(i ]fl‘:lmcilllate eeds, while 1oeg] men are being trained up o take

over du 1t 1 i 1(; tcmporm.y employces seccured by this means. An

S e Becn taken, now that the situation has become

clearer, to divorce Assam T, _ ‘ k- :
i ‘ ansport fr : U s of control over
public transport. The SCIVices port from the function

s hase of a senior officer of the Assam Govern-
ment hﬁvc bei:lré ?Nrili?.nlged for the dygies of Provincial Motor Transport
Controller, w 1AVe o undertake tl sanisation of passenger
transport, the need for which, 1, ¢ 1c organt

x as become recently so manifestly urgent.

He w : : cently so n
e will have toﬁg.rtljmﬁrﬁ Vehicles 1o e run by plyivatc operators on the
VALIOUS BOUIES W AICH 9 by, Suffering from shortage and on the routes

hich need 1s developin m sh - = :
on w Lth P fg OWing to the diffi¢culty of railway travel, ‘_m(l
fix fares, control the use of spaye , F waretinre
X 1 h Parts and operate a number o < .
neccessary controls, such as gas Producer plants. The existence of repair
workshops organised by Assam Transport will be of great benefit to such
owners, while the separation of dutics i) solve difficulties which have
arisen over rationing of pct%"ol and alleged competition of Assam Trans-
port with private operators. Another long-felt need will it is hoped
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shortly be met by the acquisition of a qualified l‘(ﬂnnlt‘l‘t‘i}ll accountant,
and this will fortify Government in dealing with complaints that have
been heard of the high rates charged by the present organisation without
the risk of making such reductions as would imperil the capital which
Government have embarked. .

[t is important to explain that though Assam  Transport has lmhvrtp
been compelled 1o work largely on road works for the gvncriil bcn.cilt
and has therefore been distracted from the original purpose of carrying
civil supplies, the situation will in future be different and Government
have already issued orders for diversion of a large part of the fleet to the
carriage of civil supplies, the demands of which have quite recently deve-
loped very markedly. A good deal of criticism has focussed, not un-
naturally, on the fact that in the hurried and up-hiil cllort to organise the
provincial fleet a number ol cmployees who do not hail from Assam have
been entertained. Government’s intention remains, however, the employ-
ment of local personnel to the fullest extent that experienced men  are
available and to train up such loeal men to take the place of those who
arc now carrying out the work, Government are continuing their efforts
Lo secure competent experienced staft belonging to Assam from CVEry pos-
sible source.

During the last session of this House \
discussed and the Government’s policy in this respect was outlined
by the Hon’ble Prime Minister.  That policy, remains and 1 need
not go info the details of it afresh here. I shall only try to place
before this HHouse the financial mplications of  that policy and the
cxtent of commitments we have undertaken pursuant to that policy.

The fundamental basis of our pclicy in respect of food supply 1s
procurcment. ‘This, in the case of indigenous produce, means purchase
on Government account of stocks in the Province, and in the case of
foodstufls which have to come from outside, their import on Government
account.  Our main indigenous produce is rice. In this case our pro-
curement scheme aims not only at the cquitable distribution within the
Province but also at fulfilling commitments to Defence forces inside our
borders and to other areas Iess fortunate than Assam. TFor procurement
we have appointed three agents, one in Assam Valley and two in Surma
Valley. The other essential foodstufls which are procured on Govern-
ment account are wheat products, salt, sugar, gur, dal and mustard oil.
The first three commodities have to come entirely from outside
while  in the case of the other three there is some local produc-
tion to supplement imports. Government have appointed an agent
in Calcutta to procure imported commodities on  their behalf and
despatch them. They have also recently appointed an agent to procure
gur, dal and mustard seeds produced within the Province. They have
thus five agents operating, four within the Province and one outside, all
of whom are financed by Government ; three of the agents were appoint-
ed only recently. As the Hon’ble Members are aware, prices of all
foodstufls except salt and sugar rose during the year to thrice or four
times what they were at the bcginning of the vear. Simultancously w€

the Food situation was fullv



24 BUDGET SPEECH [2np Mag.

al in her distress and also to maintain

supplies to the population within the Province, particularly organisced
industry. To mect the extra commitments procurement had to be
extended, and due to higher prices it entailed a far greater outlay than
was originally contemplated. Hence against the original estimate of
Trs.1,68,58 the present revised estimate stands at Trs.3,83,49. Por the
coming ycar the estimate is placed at 5 lakhs more only although the
internal purchase ~ operations will be on a much larger scale and will
cover more commodities than in this year. This is because Government
have introduced effective statutory price control which they intend to
maintain with all the powers they can command and the resources at
their disposal. Again this represents procurcment operations only
partly, as supplies to organised industry, Railways, ctc. arc paid for,
generally in advance, to the agents direct and do not figure in the accounts.

had to go to the assistance of Beng

Next to procurement arc equitable distribution and  price control.
Both of these entail expenditure.  Government have already announced
their intention to introduce rationing in all the towns of the Province.
For rural areas they have adopted a system of distribution through
chain of wholesalers and retailers who ~get supplies from a number of
depots maintained at Government cost at  important centres. This
applies not only to imported commoditics Lut also to ricc and paddy,
stocks of which are moved into and kept in arecas where they arc likely
to be required at any time. This mecans large transport charges, pay-
ment for hire of a large number of godowns and stafl’ and losses through
deterioration in storage. As the hon’ble members will realise, price
control requires such stocks to be more than adequate to mect .
Godown accommodation m Assam is poor and the climate is against long
storage of foodstuffs. The loss through deterioration and damage te
foodstufs is therefore high, although we arc continually taking mcasures
against it and improving them with experience gained. ' ;
Hon’ble Members are only too well-aware of the insuperable transport
difficulties we are having. This does not mean that the Railway and
Steamer Authorities have not been helpful. On the contrary, they have
done their best to assist Assam and have in fact been the best champions
of Assam’s nceds. But they as well as we have to realise that Assam is
a theatre in the vast global war. The Government of India warned us
about the possibility of a situation like this. Nevertheless we have made
preparation to meet it and ha..ve kept stocks ready for about two
months’ consumption. This again means a great loss but we had to bear
it to ensure Assam’s needs of essential food-stuffs. We have been holding
4 stock of about 4 lakhs maunds of salt all through the rains and the
loss caus ed thereby can be imagined. But the wisdom of that polic :
is now seen when private traders are unable to get supplies and ‘ G(gvcrn}:
ment salt is the only stull available for the public. We have been
holding and still hold over 50,000 maunds of wheat for Y e CEEEY
though our loss over this account has been as high as 15 or even 0 peli

cent.
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I have dealt so far with the extent ol commitments undertaken ])_\-
us and the risks of loss involved.  We had also to build up an organisa-
tton to deal with these innumerable new problems.  When 1 introduced
the Budget to the House this time last year I mentioned that a new
Supply Department had then been started. This has steadily  grown
and hax now a separate accounts branch with a number of inspecting
dccountants going  about and  constantly supervising the work of the
agencies. On the executive side we  have appoimted or sanctioned 10
[nspectors and 71 Sub-Inspectors in addition
Lall to prevent export from the Province. The
strengthened.

to a Jarge rice control
district oflices have been
Sull the stall is inadequate and  will require additions.
[ he burden of administration ot tood policy has naturally fallen on the
already overworked district oflicers, to whom  this work
different from routine administration., They require all assistance we
can give and we are prepared  to give it the ditficulty is however in
gettng men suited for this new kind of work.

While no eflort has been spared to deal with the food situation
adequately we have taken steps to see that  the Provinciai finances are
not embroiled by these commercial transactions.  To meet all possible
losses and to create an adequate reserve we have been charging a cess,
the proceeds ol which go to a separate cess fund., T'his cess is levied at
the rate of 6 per cent. on rice and paddy issued by the agent whether for
internal consumption or export.  In the case of imported commodities
also the cess was 64 per cent. on the landed cost at Gauhati but as this
was found msullicient to- meet the loss in transit  and storage and the
transport charges to place beyond, the rate has been mcreased 1o
10 per cent. The cess account will be  serutinised at the end of this
financial  year.  In the budget we have indicated a lag of Trs. 1,33,35
at the end of this year.  This does not mean a loss, Against this we
will have recoveries outstanding to the extent of Rs. 40 laklrs while stocks
in hand are estimated o be worth about Trs. 1,40,00.  The outstanding
recoveries will be mainly against Bengal and the Defence services.  As
regards the latter there has been  a good deal of correspondence  with
the Government of India and some representatives of the Food Depart-
ment have visited Assam recently. It is hoped that arrangements for
Bmfgal Govern-

1s also totally

payment will now be expedited and  the lag reduced.
ment have been written to pay ofl their outstanding bills,

As reoards standard cloth 1 have very little to comment, As the
hon. Members are aware standard cloth is sold at a fixed rate all
over India and this gives a margin of 4} per cent. to the Provincial
Government. It is expected that this will cover all expenditure. Stand-
ard cloth has been arriving in large quantities, and once the distribution
arrangements are satisfactory the lag will be very much reduced.

In this connection reference may be made to the Cotton Cloth and
Yarn (Control) Order of the Central Government which is a de-hoarding
and ant-hoarding measure and the administration of which was entrusted
to the Provincial Government. The Director of Tndustries has been put
in charge ot it in the dual capacity as Additional Secretary and Provincial
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Cloth and Yarn Controller. Several orders under Defence of Tadia
Rules supplementing the provisions of the Central Contraol Ohdes have
been pussr([ by the Provincial Govermment, the most important ol them
being the Assam Cotton Cloth and Yarn Dealers” Licensing Order, 1945,
Whi(jh l)]‘(n\'i(_ll's l'()l' li('('llh‘illg l'(‘t',\ l'lr \';ui..“. Calegrol ler Il hhe 10 [5LS [ ronti
licence fees are estimated at I'rs. 2,50 during the current vear as also
(luring the |)ll¢l.k'"[ vear. A ﬁll'llﬂ‘l' mcome of s, 2,00 fon the current
year and of T'rs. 75 for the budget year is expected trom fees tor stamiping
stocks of cloth and varn.  The administrative cost of this control measuare
is roughly estimated at I'rs. 40 during the current vear and  Tiso 2 13
during the budget year.

I would conclude with an expression of thanks tor the able and:
ungrudging assistance I received from the otheers and stall of the Pinance
Department and the Chief Secretary and the Secretary and  Depuaty
Secretaries of other Departments, '

ALLOTMENT OF TIME FOR VOTING ON DEMANDS FOR GRANDS

‘The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Now that the Hon'ble Finanee  NMinister has pre-
sented the Budget T think it is necessary to draw the attention  of this  Hon bl House
to one particular matter connected therewith,  The hon. Members know thie davs that
have been fixed by His Excellency the Governor for voting  on Demards  torsiants,
As on previous occasions, I have prepared a time alle alloting  time  that hould  be
devoted for discussion of Demands For Grants in this  session. | would request
the leaders of the parties to examine the time-table and (o meet me RTINS
Chamber immediately after we disperse to discuss the tme-table and o come toa

definite understanding in the matter. Although | have asked the  leaders ol the parties
to meet me, I should be glad to have the assistance of as many  other  hon. Members
as would like to come to my Chamber and examine the time-table, 1 his yeat, the

hon. M_t‘,l:ﬂl)(‘:l'.‘; WI-“ _rt'.;lllsr, from the speech that  has just been delivered Dy llhr
Hon’ble Finance M““SF“F’ that there are some  very Hnportanl  new Demands which
would come up !m'. (113(:11551}:11 and I would, therefore. like to have the | assistanee
of the House 1n settling the time-table for he (l’its'('ussinu n;' the demands,

- f N
Election of Members to the Public Accounts Committee

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MA 1y a J ; . -

‘ - i N CHAUDHURIT : [ beg to move that this
Assembly do elect seven Members 16 (he Fuliliy: Angaiitite (‘Ululllill:f("-)ul‘ll]f'l Cle 102 of
the Assembly Rules for the year 194445 . . :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The maotion movecd
< That this ASSCI'I'II')]y do elect seven Me

under rule 102 of the Assembly Rules lor mbhers to the Public Accounts Cominittee

the year 1944-45."
he question was put and mlnpu‘(l.

ble the SPEAKER -

o Hloncllj'] te, and 4-413 m R, - _Un?]“" the rules, T heveby  fix "I'uesday, the Lhh
Mach as lh]'ci B "’ s Palli(;I. i}., d}-" iiht'. time or as soon as the business of the day is
Cq1 ‘hever 1s ear ' i he 1 . : 2 HY s
flmShe‘CL ! ]L’}f;e election '\\;ill I ]]? ding the election of Members to the Puhblic Accounts
committee, e ' ¢ held on the floor of the House 7
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The Assam Finance Bill, 1944

I he Hon ' ble Manlavi ABDLUL, ANA I'IN (a‘lf\thl)llll{‘ .
Assam Finance Bill, 1944 and to move that the Bill

thepe 1S NnNoO

1 beg to introduce the

be taken into consideration.  As
chanze inthe Bill. 1 have nothing to comment.

I'he Hon'ble the SPEAKER . The Motion moved

 Phat the Assam Finance Bill, 1944, be taken nto

M. BAIDYNATH MOOKERJEE [n introducing the Bill the Hon'ble Finance
Minister has said that as there has been no change he does not like 1o make anv speech.
But on this occasion. 1 beg 1o remind vou that wWhen this Bill was first introduced in
o consecutive sessions some ol us requested the Government and moved amendments
also lor giving some reliel to the small Tea concernes. At that time we were told that
A the Government was not in a positon to find out the veal situation, they would do
that alter they could gather the actual higures.  Sir, after that. three vears have
passed.  Of course, the Constitution was suspended in the meanwhile but 1 expected
that that assurance will  be tnplemented this time,  Siv, 1 find that nothing has been
done for that.  And in this connection, | think, it is my duty to bring to the pointed
Altention ol the Government one fact that during next vear Government will get  as
Agricultural  income-tax  much  less than the amount lht'_\' vot for the }‘i!&ll‘ 1904243,
Sir, those who are in this line or who cares to read newspapers about  tea. they will
lind that the price has gone down to such an extent that those small Tea concerns who
have not got well equipped factories are ranning  at a loss not to speak of anv profit.
Siv, it may be said  that this Government has Lot no hand in this matter : but 1 for
nmvsell will not he satistied with  this remark because this Government can draw the
attention ol the  Government ol India to two facts which T am just placing betore this
House.  First, that the release  export quota right has been increased and is Qoing on
bemg  incercased  aradually, Formerly these small concerns which have not their
factories  or who  did not enter 1o contract with the Government not for anv tault orv
negligence or apathy of theiv own but because some of them found that e
entering into contract with - Government  thejip
they were not found to be up to the standard.
they had 1o sell the export quota rights to other
the Government.  Now by the release of excess quota rights these fortunate sardens
whose teas are accepted by Government  do not come to these small ‘
tor their export quota rights.  So, Sir, 1 think, that Governm
time ol issuing licenses for export quota rights the fate of the
especially ol the Indian T'ea concerns are not sealed because
are. mostly well equipped and big concerns and thev
srall Indian Tea concerns are leching the pinch due
for the last WO yedrs., And there is another (llll}' w
speech ol the the Hon ble I"in_;n‘u'(‘ Minister and has been mentioned several times and
that is regarding transport difliculties.  The teas which were manutactured during
the month of November and P*“'k‘:d by the first week ol December are 'still wéitin‘-’.’ for
wagons.  Sir, ‘lh(' next scason 1s coming in. Most of the cardens will })Cg?i“ to
m;umluctm'r‘ h'-mn the 15th March amd. their [actories and godowns are full with tea
chests containing teas 1na‘muf,u.l.1u'vd during the fast vear, So, Sir, in this respect
also, 1 think, that the Government can take special care. |t these are done both the

Government  and a section of  the people  for whom this Government exists will be
l_ujm’.hlt(:d. ‘Su-, ol rum'st'_, I shall et an nppor%unity 0 move amendments and deal
with the subject more elaborately when this Bill will come befor, the House for passing.
I shall say what more I have got o say then.  With these words, Sir, T resume my seat.

‘The Hon’ble NMaulavi ABDU, MATIN CHAUDH URI: Mr. Mookerjee referrved
that when the Bill was I)é'SSf{d: assurance was given that the grievances ol the small Tea
Companies will be looked into.  AJ] that T can sav at the moment, we shall look into
it.  Mr. Mookerjee has also said that next year’s receipt from the Agricultural income-
tax 1s likely to be lower than what ha. bheen in the past.  Government is aware of that

consideration.™

even aller
leas were being refused because
So they had one course open to them,
gardens whose teas were accepted by

Tea concerns
ent could see that at the
siall Tea concerns and
the Furopean Tea concerns
do not feel the pinch whereas the
l_n excessrelease ol'expm‘t quota l'ig'hti“
hich has been admitted in the Budget
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position and it is in view of that fact Government kepr i . T1L
raising of rates. When tea companies were making  exer o i
raisc the rate, but when companies would be earning Je-x o vid |
why we should Jower the rate.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEF : 1 did net ask for

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUIL MATIN CHAUDIT ‘}__._ I' ,"r 4 PR avare of

iy 1 1 o

the position. Next year the receipt is going to he |e bl s :

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: My point was that €Govers it could
rcmove that position. I hope the Hon’ble Premier has andertood 1o

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAU DI R i
is not the function ol this Government. [ do 1ot
Member in  this respect,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T'he question i
““That the Assam Finance Bill, 1944 be taken into

il Lo 3 A1)

€ 1)]) .'ri"f,r'!- 1
The question was adopted,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKILR - Consideration, clatuse by

come up on the 7th March, 1944, The time
3-0 p.m. of 3rd  March, 1914,

} il will
cl.apgse o] tint il Wl

tor tablhinge amendment vill bhe upto

The Assam Local Board Elections (Emergency Provisions ' Bill, 1911
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY :  Mi. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to introduce the Assam Local Board Elections | 1hill,

Fanergency Provisions
1944, and to move that the Bill, be taken

into consideration.

Sir, the reason for which the Government had to bringe this Bill hefore the House
has been explained in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. and 1 think. 1 have got
very little to add. Tais kuu\\v'lt to hon. Members that normally the Locil Boards
clections were due 1))’_11": Lst April, 1941, but as there was demand from the public as
well as from many ol the .\fI‘«:rnl)(:l‘s of this House that the local Board constitieneies
should be ruvts‘cd on the ]ms‘!s_ ol the increased population and as there were other de-
mands from mu}cilllylh_mmrllllllt".‘s lor representation in the Loe 0 Boards, Governnient
41 that time considere CCOeSsr i i A T ) ) . :
at that tlIT‘l(_— U)."’bl_( ?IIL:"O::'EL% g;l'lfllyl't(‘, bring in a Bill for (e postponcment ol the Local
Board clcctit{lls and b lg) a Bill lor that purpose which was passeed Lt al Board
Elections (br?crge[:;'y%l :0‘{];“)“?} A(:[: 1910 ':-'\('l \r}) : i)imll)llllill” the Toeal Board

4 - > 1 21st Mare 012 i ; = ini
clections not D)(_():’(Olilbcr 1941 " li ]I“-“ Hon. Members are aware that the Ministey
ol =9 9 = . 5( 3 - G sl . b
I?blgn(:d‘ 0 ((iid not reach Li‘];l)]; celore the resignation they could do very little as the

af 5 L L2 8 8 s e ol ) - . o z + £
Ccnsgs figures ' Bl i N as carly as was expected. So, there was some loss ol
time 1n thal" Wy but when,  during the period of 93 Administratcion, the whole
administration was in the hands of pqiq Exeellene e o A
[, s . at that time and : Xeetleney, the Govermmnent was  not
sitting idle at e ant actually they iried 1o proceed willi the i ger
flicers at th: . . ) proceec wilh 1¢ Hniatter,
But the district oflicers 'at time were. feeling that it would be rather (oo short :
B eearcallaneeials Bor 5 o i reling a would be rather too short a
time Lo prej B TR ‘} ‘W clection on the basis of increased population and
cven on the existing 518 5 80 Lthe Assam local Board Elections (Rineroericy’ Piruvisi :
as enacted by His Excell ard Llections (Fanergency Provisions)
Act 194‘2 was M.ni’su_ t):) k. JX‘(}.(‘ ency postponing the clections for o lurther period.
Now, simnce this Ml S 1‘)’ t‘ho Up charge, they are trying (heir hest to procecd with the
matter. We have j’iFﬁ‘u]lF ‘(‘-?nsus figures belore us and we know what i
lation ; but Olhcr[- "liLL-(. le? 1ave come in.  These are—-to wh
constituencies and loca l‘i, St 1c lmcrcasn should go.  Besides that, (he
by the different communities, the local rates paid and the taxes pyo I by the :
Y tea industry and cthers are to be ascertai 1 1l R LUHAD, 8, o
i B B LS & < i e =
by the nment and we are havine cees r— hese figures are not available
to the Governme eving correspondence with the dicqp; wcers, T
hor Members know that the district oflicers aye very :] s WiEvel ol 1
1011. p . have nol as yel received Lty much over-worked due to War
work and  w¢ ) Lhecessary  ficures {or (L
v HEHEe: ¢ purpose.  We hope

the popu-
arcas and to what
actual arcas held

b o gl

F A
e
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within a period of one vear we shall get complete |

bute the 1‘-!“\[‘“(](-”"i|'\ on the basis ol mcreased

29
g igures, so that we can re-distri-
1 i i

population, the local rates paid and
weas held by different communities. Hon, Members will find that the naxinmm period
we 1'.m wire s one vear and we have not stated that it would not be P”ss‘l‘h‘.i”.r S 1o
himish Illu- work earlier. 1 think, within  that pertod we shall be able to - finish our
x\ul“l' mnd as soon as the figures will be ready we shall proceed in the matter and hayve
the election. by . : i

'he Hon'ble the SPEAKER : ‘The Motion moved is:

“That the Assam Local Board
taken into consideration.” . "

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir.
_\1““““‘ \”‘ 'l lh"ll'll’[ 1i||[ s.unntlnn_\.,‘
Minister in-charae

Elections  (Emergency Provisions) Bill, 10 L, be

L rise to oppose this
convineing will come out from the Hon'ble
of this Bill for postponing the election of Loeal Boards.
clection which was due before the 1st April 1041,
from the district  officers.  The Government
Tllit[(“t' nr lll.ll VCAT.

Sir, the
is still waiting for some information
got the Census figures for 1941 in the
OF course, there was no constitutional Government for sometime
in 1942 and I can understand that nobody in this l'IO‘U’Sl‘. should !\t‘ blamed
for the postponement  tor that vear. Sir, lht‘_ Hon’ble Minister has relerred to the
Gazette notilication published in the dssam Gazeite. dated the 11th N[.‘irvh. 1942
in the Statement of Objects and reasons of the Bill 1 have gone through it and find
that the explanation given there was  (hat His Excellency was even willing to  hold
the election on the basis of the previous  electoral roll, but the district officers said
that even in that case it was not possible for them to hold the clection belore 31st
March, 1942. Morcover. it was said at the end of the statement that the Gover-
nor ot Assam after full consideration ol the situ:{tinn that had arisen had decided that
it would he improper lor him to attempt any revision and that therefore the only re
was to legislate for further postponement of the Local Board election and he ha

: expressed that the

fore, taken power in this behalf and at the samne time,
the expiry of the Period namely

nistry when lormed might hold the e¢lection even belore
31st of March 1943 So power was viven for (=}'t1t‘t‘i11;: curtatlment of any period for
postpon-ment. In the exercise ol the Fowets conlerced uader thc_ Act, Sir, from these
sentences it s quite =vident that His Fxcellency thought at that time that i there wag
any Ministry, it would be possible ta hold the election even before 31st March, 1943,

~ Now, Sir, this Government is functioning for about more than a vear and a half .
still we hear that they are waiting for some mformation ., What are these illfm‘matiou;
Sir, that has not been explained.  Only it has been said, as it was  said on the
previous occeasions, thai we shall have (o increase the number of geats because (he
number ol people has increased in the 'Prm-gm‘o. 1\1_;13' 1 ~ask the Hon'ble Minister.
whether he hag goi the census figures with him ht‘l‘(‘_ 1 Shillong, e capital town of
the provinee » If (he right direction voes from him to the district ofheers, | 4 1o
sure, the district officers will not sleep on these papers but  the Hou'ble Minister will
get the information he requires by a deflinite  date. Sir, he has sajd that e
other contingencies have arisen in the meanwhile,  Siyr. nmany contingencies
inthe future also if Government go on in this way. Itis j question of ele
allotment of scats

Sir, in the Statement ol Objects and Reasons it has been
will also know the public opinion.  May T ask
he not know the public opinion on this point 2 If he does not, he wi
Sir, not to speak of the Local Board clections even the country
clection for the Asscmbly and the Coundil and the ITon’ble Ministe
not know the public mind as yet.  Sir, there is no justification for Postponement of
this Local Board elections any more and I hope the ™ hon, Members wi]] think very
seriously whether this sort of thing should be allowed to continue any furthey, With
these words, Sir, 1 oppose the Motion.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN:  Sir, in snpporting what hag Just
my hon. Fricnd Ny, Mookerjee T would like to make a few obsers

vations.,
It seems lrom the Statement of Objects and Reasons that (he

; , only thing the
Ministry Proposes to do with regard to election ol Local Boards is that they want to

sorg
ad, there-
future M.

will arise
ction and

said

. : . that Government
him — is Le SEerious on

this point ? Dees
I never know iy,
Is crying for fregh
"says that he does

been said by
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make some adjustment with regard 1o representation of  varions communities

redistribution of constitueancics.  These are the only two things contemplated by the

Ministry and that is the purpose for which they are seeiing an extension. Olne exten

sion was taken by them when they were in power in 1940, another extenaon swas taben

by His Excellency the Governor under the ‘93 Administration’, the presepr M

also took another extension from March 1943 to March 1984, that 15 to say, even altey

assumption of office in August 1942 they have already taken 1) vears, only 1o consdes
the Census higures for the purpose of redistribution ol constitiuencies hes  propo

to do llf)thiﬂ_f.', more. Flad 'll"}' any intention of mmakinge  other  amendient: . the
Local Self-Government Act, there might be some justification for this delas But  tes
redistribute the existing constituencies according to the last census heures A R
simple problem. These figures have been received by the Ministry in June 1981,

as such they have alrecady taken about thyee years, time for making  adjustiment anis
for I'CVI!II'S(:IItHI.iHH of various communitics and readjustment of constituencies under  the
(st al Self-Government Act.
existing Local Sel | '
I Ll'i“ka lhﬁ Statemen! of ‘)I)]"ttfs andd Reasons 18, therefore. o byt tisleac s XTE
1se it has not been mentioned that His Excelleney the Goveyggon {

this account becat '
1 March 1943 and another extenston was taken by this Nypyiar,

Assam extended 1t u
in March last year.
Sf'i'f”",HY: SE[', \.\,‘hf’“’i hHl‘l 'I]f' ll(l”fllll r.,‘ Fu’ ir';{ ;-” .||‘|J'rr‘ 0 lll"- I""]‘-l’llll"“l I
r““ for the }”Tlf'l'll‘rﬂf‘ll'_ of l.ocal Self<Csoverniment Act It Feaniaied
manv othet l]]i”gﬁ. But \.\'(-1 o I-HH ko what hias h-llll""”’"i ter those bt il xcems
fpom what the Hon Ihle :\l!!llsl‘(l ll.rch(n e has ..t,mi that thes propose 1o take up no
other thi!l!{f* r.x('f'lJt the I"{‘.fll?if.rllﬂlllf)ﬂ 'J!A "”l'l‘\lllll(‘n('l("a ,u.('frlf[ll!f: tor census hgures,
]i'lh‘-‘-}' take up further tirllr ill: ,’;”’ I I}‘lmk. it would  he proper l_u take up othey
necessary amendments for which public has heen crying, ¢ 0., abolition ol nomination
and such other things. lllm ’{:I("H(:m Act requires  many important chanuses withon
{urther loss of time ,md. it_ l_p:]]lllll-§-[l'} '}.\htﬂll.]ri not remain content only  with some
increase n the number ol m RIS 3l L !”'.""” Boards<.  For these reasons, I have
no other alternative than Lo 0ppose this Motion.
K han Bahadur ;\'!”}“]:WI j<\ll"l{lll\:\m\ ]I ALT:  Mr. Speaker, Siv, T hope the hon
. i Ath e when 1 say th ‘o1 i U i
Members will agree \[\- (t1r R 1‘;’ '1” there is "”_“‘h toom for improvement an
the present Local Selt & "} b ; and my hon, Friend Mr. Sen s quite vight in
7t : .nts should have heen mac ’ ¢ s
asking that amm“lrfl\lflu czc whils Bie Sy H’.lc ]]””-’4 long I"g“ thear,  hear. from  Op-
R ED > ' e & cWwasmn-charge of Local Se SOV
\ . al e OCA .tlf-(.«.\r~ ont ’
posilion henches., w, hadl drafied  certag R U R
i A gays NOW, g certam amendments. I hope the I ’
Tinister d_L,hC. Y : AT AT S crmnee L | the Ton bile
:\]!lll' 2 . jn-charge of I""'L'"_l Sell-Governiment will please take int < o e
Minister nOW ' at were drafted by Mr. Se hi inz  hi il
the amendments i { this is done 11 ¥ Denowhile placing his own amendimente
' I Jda dan GG wpe the hon, Members will  not

prepared a d

Oppose  giving

el - [Jouse. . : W et

I:{,ﬁf}:-lw\-m.- o over-haul the Local  Self-Government  Act. Beqger Late  than

an $ > ' ‘

never. JINT KUMAR CHAUDIURT: wj \ .
Srijut ]_{()Ikc et fus will ot fiedis iy Will the hon Member who has Just

same speech next year 20 ¢/ \
sesalier - o . _ - 2 i uhler. )
I 'he Homble 51 jut H_“.“—;\:lffkﬁ GHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Sir. |
e fookerjce while nrzlpfr’tsllﬂ%l .{IC "‘-]\/‘]‘-‘f"?fﬂ'a!inu of this Bill was '
Mr. 1 Ly saying that had the Ministry heen  functioni i

e o ment by ! 7 o en  unctionine, 1t would  have
(,n\f}l ;:: {or them Lo Iu)rl(:?- tl:t: ﬁlir;]g(_tlllnn._ | dn_ not dispute that but it is a4 e tave bhren

;;Fi;r)tt (he Ministry Was L -aoning.  So, T think, this argument s 1o
.a £ ‘

anyone. ;.‘_U_)YAN
Mr. B'Bahadur

YANAT” MOQKERTEE » Bur hiowe s 1 2OIng o

, underfa
fined
]'”lh‘-r h[;[y,)l)f'illﬁ,"

known 1o
benefiting

ATH MOOKERJEE : 15 it functioning At presan <
Maulavi KERAMAT ALT: ves, it is. '{kﬂ'i)'::(e“l"“}?t‘ll j
-

Khan OUr o own

(:})GS. ) » .
Mr. BAID dishe lieve iy

cArs
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2N Mookerjee leels it in as heanvt ol hear s
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hie Hou'ble Srijat HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAK RAVARTY : Sir, T think,
' whether the Ministry s funct oning

LU R TS I
Mreo Mookerjee did not hear what said, He complaimed that 1 did not give  any
teason as to what other materials were necessary . ] stated, Sir, that Government are
1 correspondence with distnict othicers 1o know the population ot different areas ol the
distnicts with o view to Know to what vt or qa w hat aren these illl'l't“.l.\'("\l Seals \‘hnlllti

by ditferent  communities  in different
districes, and also the amount ol tax pauad by ditterent conununities.,

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: On a point nl'inlln'm.mnn. Sie, Is it a faect
that Government have already issued a circula 1o the Local Boards asking  for sugues-

tons on the basis that there will be only two  constituencies, such as,  Mohammadan
and Non-Muhammadan

'he Hon'ble Stijjut HIRENDR A CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY :
issued some instructions (o the local oflicers theouch the (
missioner iight issue o certain circular letie

oy Besides that, we wanted the arvea held

Government
wommissioner and  the Com-
to the Local Boards. 1t was not the

mtention ol the Government that the L.oeal Boards shoald  be AP!H‘UJ\‘IN‘\[ alt ths

Stase, L he Depury Clonnmissioners mivht have asked certain Local Boards tor cer-
tain things.  Mr. Sen raised the queston of amending the  Local Sell-Government
Acte In that connection he rvaised  the question  whether  the nomination svstem
.\hnllltl he .'I.Ill)li\ll(‘l] ar not, Il'lilll\

this s a very disputable  point.  Mr.  Sen
I"‘" ']“_‘ sYstem ol nomination but 1 know a volume
O tion S0, belore Government take any step

. L el peessmnys Tl hete are mll § cry contrcversial poims.
As |'¢'};.tt\l.\' tlc'l.l} i gotiung ]l:_“lll'('\‘, S, | have alveady saiid  that the loeal othcers

are very muach over-worked with the  war work and- ‘Government is quite alive

to  that and a litde b ot delay in their the accurate ficures cannot
ol ~ . ‘ 5 o = -

be taken too much seriously, period of one vear we shall

take up the wmatier. This is all 1 have

may  hold that there should not
ol opinion is in Lavour ol
in that furthes consideration

sending  oug
But 1 hope within that
he able o receive  all these fioures (o
got oo sav, Sir,

Srijut SURENDRA NA T BURAGOALIN - May 1 kunow whether the Govern-
ment e contemplating w0 biine any ;

| amendine Bill of (he Local SelfiGovern-
ment Act, ;v they are going to allocate seats o ditteven

; communities by merely
giving  statutory orders  under  the Act, Sip?
The  Hon'ble  Sijjuc HHTRENDRA CHANDRA
under the present Act Govermment will he able to do that.
The Hon'ble the SPEAKNER : The question is -

Fhat the .?\\h.llll- l.tlf‘.ll Board  Elections l..mug:-nu}-\ Provisions Bill. 1944 be
ttken into  consideration.

CHAKRAVARTY: I think

The question was adopted,
The Assam Dadans Bill 1944

. The Howble Maulavi Saiyid Sic MUHANMMAD SAADULLA : I beg, Sir, 1

muoduce the Assam Dadans Bill, 1944 aad (o Wove that the Bill be taken into

consideration.

I have tried in the Explanatory Note o rather in t(he Statement of Objects
and Reasons 1o mention what has necessitated :

: g ; o
" : _““-“ Bill. Hon. Members are
aware that in our country the system ol advancine

a jlllri'
. _ ‘ : 8 Money hy (raders to 1_}“’ 't 11
vators on the hypothecation of their Crop s prevale 1 ! Lhis ays

. . ‘ Ut tor a long time. )
ol trade, it has been found, has  heen ruinous o (he culi}\“cllﬂ!“‘- Thev l--"ll‘le
money  at the time of their need stipulating part with l].lCi!' crop at a much

lower price than that available in (he normal
labouwr of the cultivators are, theretfore,
money by this system. When  last

market.  The product of the e_\,trel?c
enjoved more by those who had ad‘qancn'
year, there was in certain places, shquilg?‘,h.
rice and paddy and  Government winted  (he traders and  mahajans to f)rln,&"'_1 =
stock into the markers fo consumption of (he ]:)(-‘()]';l‘; they found great advant_df
in this Dadan  system, for although they yvere thc.léga] ‘owners of a large sto
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but hy the prevalence ol the  Dadan advance tl
Government authorities that their godown

M e . )

with the raiyor. Government, therefore, in orde,

scrupulous dealers did issue cerrain orders  undes i 13 ‘

whereby information was collected or wanted from byah trad

the raiyats who had advanced and  taken Dadins reatser i e I

tion of those orders certain  defecs were found  that the cultiva

times disputed either the amouny taken as advance ar som -
terms as to the quantity that they would hiy. O . il 1 DR '
sides were put to greater difficulties and (e had to take recourse to litig , In
order to minimise those troubles, advantage has been taken in this B )
clause of arbitration for scttlement of their cliim when such dispite arises hen
Government requisition such stock. This is matter which could not by itedd
under the Defence of India Rales, Cherelore, Siv, T have introdinced this Bill and |
h(Jp(‘, every one who lias got the l""':iflltrilfn' and peace of our cultuivating »In
heart will support me in this endeavour.  [( is not gnjuses 1o the irac

All we want is to note what um had been dvanced against the crop 'his anton
mation should be given to the Government o, that there may not be any ;g DuLe
subsequently  as regards the amount, And secondly, Government will be in . [rosition

to know what quantity of stock these traders have although it mas not  be o thein
own godowns but in the granaries of the cultivators.
ted sometimes from unjust demands by uns rupulous traders, because in (he hewin
ning of the seasons, they will register under this Bill i
the amount that they have taken and the quantity of produce that they will have o
give. This is a safeguard hoth to the cultivators and 1o the traders

The Flon’ble the SPEAKER : The Mmotion moved is

““That the Assam Dadans Bill, 1944, . taken into consideration.””

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE - Mr. Speaker, Siy
Motion. Sir, il what has just now been said by the Hon'ble Premier had actually
been the object of this Bill, I would have been the firsg pPerson to support him But
after going through the clauses of this Bill, [ fing that there are many more things
which require a great deal of careful  consideration Sir, just now the Hon'ble
Premier has said that this Bill g meant for securing the information, namely, the
amount of money which will be advance either to the cultjv
rents in kind, cither by the traders or by the money lenders. But, Sir, on this
point, I think, tht*.rr' is no nCC(‘S.sity for this Governme't fir coming before this House
with this Bill. Sir, another Dl)lject.lms been stated that to settle the claim and  dis-
pute arising out ol giving and taking advance or dadan quickly, this Bill has been
brought. Now so far as these two, objects are concerned, from the body ol (he
Bill it will be found tha't the bPurposes of the clauseg are otherwise.  The Hon’ble
Premier has just now said that save  the poor cultivators from the hungery months
of the traders aIII_C] rmoney lenders e hag thought iy Proper to come before this oy se
with this Bill. Sir, if Youl care to look about the duration of this Bill, as stated in the
body of the Bill and also in t‘i.le Statemc.nt of Ohjects and Reasons, it will be foun that
it is.a temporary reasure.  Sir, why this lemporary measure is going to be taken il
be quite evident if anybody cares t¢ gee clause 8 of this Bi). 8ir, the Hon’ble Prermies
has admitted that even the present Ordinance for securing the very same information
is not sufficient to cope with the situation, Sir, the whole of India is groaning
under the pressure f’f the Ordinances and Defence of Indja Rules, and these are 10Ot
sufficient for our (__xov:ernment Lo save the Poor cultivators for securing  inlormation
Sir, it has been sa:_d n clause 8 {hat when Government will requisition or ]nn'('h-w::
some f{ood grains either from the cultivators or from the receivers of rc—-nrtf-; in ki‘l;d
the Government will advance one half of the price to the cutivators or .thé receivers
ol rentsin kind atonce and the balance wij) l'e distributed among the (-],lil-,,qmg'
t:£., those who would advance. money 1g thege cultivators at the niu':’e of their need
If that money is not sufficient to cover his or their claims then it will be distrilued

; = : se distribured
among the claimants proportionately, Jg this fair, Sir »

The cultiviator will b proted

it is converted into an Act

5 I rise (o Oppose Ih]\

ators or to the receivers of
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Khan Bahadour Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: On a ‘:milll of illi‘nl‘ln.ltinll, oix. - To

1 )
1)

11 Wil 1t ¢ Uniall .
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: It will be unfair to those who would

dy ‘e to the cultivators or the recetvers of rents in kind at the time of their need. 1
think, T am  clear to my hon. Friend, the Khan Bahadur, Sir, yvou will find that the
il courts will have no jursdiction over the dispute arising out of dadan between
the traders and caltvators. T eannot understand  why  this Government is afraid of
the civil courts. We are already teeling the pinch of the Debt Conciliation Boards®
Candalous activities. It any of the Hon'ble Ministers  will care to ask any of the
Mur sits in any district he will get the real picture what the Debt Conciliation
Boards are doing and how shamelessly standing in the way of imparting justice to the
people.  Sir, from these two clauses it is quite evident that the mtention ot Govern-
ment is otherwise. Let them colleet the teure and I also want that Government

hould know  who are advancing money for purchasing rice and also who are receiv-
ing  money lor selling rice over a quantity of  at least 100 maunds. But the two
clauses, nauaely, 8 and 1 make the  situation quite ditferent, and from these two
clauses it is quite clear that “he intention of Government is otherwise.

In clause 11, Sir, which provides  punishiment for tailure to furnish statement,
it has been stated  *Whoever, being liable to furnish a statement under section 4 or
scction 5, has wiltully tailed within the time therein laid down to furnish such state-
ment, shall be punished with fine which may extend to two hundred rupecs.”  But
nothing has been said about ('l.llrl.\‘t‘ 6. 1 don’t know whether the mistake 1s wiltul
or due tosome other reason.  If the lender does not file the statement, he will be
punished but it the receiver i..e, 1‘[1&' cultivator does not, he will not be thuched. I don’t
know what is the intention ol Government.  But in the Statement of Objeets anq
Reasons it has been said - that this Bill is tor the satety of both.  Sir, it is for the safety
of noue, but it is for the bencfit of G wernment agents. 1t the Governmeat's in-
tention 'is, as has been .-\'illd by [_l}l‘ l'lnn'_l)lv Premier at the time of intx‘nducing the
Bill, 1 am at onc with him 3 butil the Bill stands as it is. I am sorry that thoueh
the Hon’ble Premicr expects that every body  will support him in this move . ut;l-
(ortunately I an not one ol those wWho can support him in this matter.  With
these words, 1 oppose the (‘Ollsl(]t‘l'illl.t)ll of the Bill. -—

Mr. A. WHITTAKER: N_ll'. Speaker, Sir, 1 must c mfess a certain surprise
on hearing the opposition coming lrom the quarter which, as far as I remember,
has consistently for the last three years upbraided the Government for their failure to
seccure better statistics about price, about crops and  about the cultivator’s welfare
renerally., e . ‘

% M,‘.y BAIDYANATH )"[U()l\h‘l{‘]lulu: I am not opposing.

) Mr, A \,\,17[[-1‘-1}\1;_!?,.1{: But it (1()(3'8 seem to me that Mr. Mookerjee, in sta-
ting that (his Bill is unfair to the Makajan or to the Merchant, has overlooked two
facts. The partics are never cquz_llly lllill’CllC‘!d. I think it is notorious that the AMahq-
Jjan in oyder to secure control OVEr crops is always prepared to over-lend, and the
result of over-lending, provided the cualtivator takes what is offered to him by way
of loan, is quite olten i .Wl.leln — Cuh-wator has grown the crop, he gets a Price
for it well helow the market value.  Tihink e cupidity of the cultivator, where
the Mahajan is concerned, 1S el'dm;tt‘cd. I therefore welcome the Bill for two grounds,
First of {l“, - il (iisC<>l-_ll'a§%Fil tlt‘ lx\]Ia/uymz from lending excessive amounts to the
cultivator, and secondly, 1t W1 i e .L:u[t}\‘at.()r (b Ger 4 -falrer pijes For his
produce.  After all, the cultrv~at(’nk uI;;_ler this Bill is always quite certain of gettin
half the price, whatever he _l}ils tl.lhen \:om.whatcver number of Mahajans. The cul-
tivator can get a price which, = 0ope, will bethe control price or quite near it
from the Government agent, or in lSC:mc cases, I presuine, from the Government di-
rect. My case is that you cannot be unfair to the Mahajans on grounds of abstract
justice which Mr. Mookelje€, oo .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MO “RIJEE: 1t is My, Mookerjee’s monopoly,

I'he THon’ble the SPEAKER : The hoy, Member should go on without mind-
ing these interruptions. '
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Mr. A. WHITTAKER : My submission is that the two p
| when they e it 1l

think you can apply tests of fairne

and I don’t o1t i
In my opinion, itis the cultivator that sequire

matched. _
Bill will give him protection,
Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: My hon Priend M\ Nonkerjee

[ for Oone wWelconie i,

}lr‘]..'i npl)”“-d the .\I(J!i(l“. because he thinks that Clatses 8 and 1% ot th 1%
unfair to the Mahajan. Tsupport the Bill because there e O - B
which may he unfair to the Mahajan. A Bill which is unbasr 1o tl \ i :
HH.““';‘”}' be fair to the cultivator. So, il we are hege to adva th . ) b
(Tll“i rator, it 18 our bhounden (Illl)- 10 supponrt the 1311, Fvernn o a0 bit ol undann

shown to the Mahajan, let us support the Bill to help the cultivata
reason, Sir, I appeal to my Friends to su iport the Bill,
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Sir. l'n-—.;;i:r' ol hat has been sawd b the

l'{()n’l)l!' l,f"’-']r”ﬁrv I must r”“'"‘\'f‘i [}IJtI [ h.l';"' 1ot hr':'n able 1o gyl e taanl the real

f)})it‘,(." 21!1({ U'”i[)’ of ””'. 3ill. 1§ s purpose 1s 1o condemn the adan svstemn, | do
l'l()-F !}lillk, that purpose 1s S""V.’"I at all ||f.' this Il Fhe il does not intend 1o
penalise the j.);ldn,‘n system. Secondly, Sir, i1 is said that one ol the o jects is Lo
collect statistics of Dadans advanced to the cultivators and receivers ol 1Tent But
has already been done by an order under )y Detence ol Tadi Roales. I anvbody

submits a false returil, he can casily be punished under that order and as such 0 Lesly

legislation for that purposeis quite unnccessary, [ think the only purpose that the
Bill can serve is In Cas€s ol d"‘]’”l."d "lr'.lim-. amamst the produce which is purchiased
Government It 1s, f,‘”‘ C_“S"""’ like this, that a Board ol Arbitrators has been provided
s the Bill. Butl don’t ”““k.“' those cases too the question of  fatrness or unliirness
to 1he Mahajan or to ”1"‘ cultivator will a1 4] arise. It in their procurement  policy
Government do not require any produce against which advances have been made,
there is no provision ""f.h"!""”)' a person, who, extorts unreasonably hivh percentape  of
crops in repayment ol |l'-'_*‘ “I‘I\’?llfftt'&i, can be punished. Moreover except by way o
tion under the Delence ol Todia Rules, Government have also no PoOwWer (o
]l a cultivator or a “_l"““'}"lf'lldf'!‘ to sell hig produce 1o the Governmenl or gy
Besides that even In cases where the cultivators or receivers of rent are Agrece-
T8 to cell l]'",“._pmcl]ur,c-.(,. lhf.‘ Dadandar i entitled to get his full advance it (he
maximuin price fl.xj‘-'(}l );Y -'-nvl( l.”“-m“' covers his claim. In cases where the Dadanda,
cannot. realizé h”,’du a (tﬂ{‘t:; |" rWI]l naturally refuse o sell and the cultivator also [y
fear of ]‘)-“iflg l_}l‘f:‘r;‘.\r’;.(": .‘lﬁi"i:}n;‘t‘]‘tf”‘-‘{ advances in future will tollow the same course,
Of course in Cﬂ-‘h(‘nid ﬁ;z‘h-r(-c uiqi[litcy “'-“_IN‘ compelled to sell, hut it is very ditliculy
now-a-days o “YIICY -cm‘1 ea;;illy -;w“)ir:]' ‘}“ l!lft Mahajan is quite cu ning or it both (he
parties (E()lllldcl,o air. Ldo Tof see wll. e (l.n\'c‘r!nnenl agents or even the requisitioning
authorities- i"qc,ll,ing up Arbitration Br))/' -l]‘-(‘ -(mv""”'{"'“l HI.‘”""' go Into S0 nuch
hotheration “d.f‘ advances to Lhtculﬁv,“_d'f.-“ '('_)I" settling (:I:‘um_.t: ol diflerent persons
who have M2 yustrated.  Therefore :'ii(-)“?' ~BEven in spite of this Bill the whole object
o M 1S not clear what is the real object-of this

e to bel :

is likely has been made ¢

E 2 urn mpulsoy , ; . 2

['he ret pulsory by the Defence of India Rules. As Dadans

requisi
compe
avents.

Bill. heen Pena]ised and T do ney think” i ; .

have not )l otherations to bring ing, . e 1tis necessary for Government to go  ingo
alf thes¢ )*r which there are so my}, an Arbitration  Board ouly 1o purchase those
Ve H . dlsl)“tf‘.‘a‘. I do not know whether  in pro-

producc.od rains, Government canyg g, e ]
curing ODt peen made clear b¥ the ]_}') W’nhnut purchasing such (]iS])llIt'(l crops.,
: on'ble Premicr whether  the  (ood Urains

Tt has N9 “. 4 to be purchased cq;
that are rf‘qu’;rg\ilancc_ Ipthink i:c\]w:fll-; be purchased (rom persons  who have not
re(:eive.d.am 1 do not see any utilitv( I".’ better for  the Hon ble Premier to clear
che pOSltmn.'t by legislation, Pt‘l‘l?i]iQI'Jr1n'n! this  Bill.  1r vou like to make l)m-l';;,n
legal, do 1 : ' YR all Dadans,  And that canno he done by this
B'”'*g,«;_iut ROHINT KRUMAR CHAUDHUuR] . Mir. Soraker. v T foxl s

e this Motion. T think my hon - opra ser, s L isel eominifiineg

03 G0 ,
also to opPP B st Friend on the rvight, N Mookerjee
” >

ch not corrected by Hon, Member, .

*Sper

-
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put the thing in a nut-shell when he said that this Bill can come to
Government only at a time when it is purchasing  tood
sttt oo

use to none but to
grains. I am sure, after this
) » Government will not think  for a moment
about the condition either of the cultivator or of (he Mahajan who made advances (o
the cultivators.  Sir, as Lar as T can see, alter the specch which  has been deliveres
by M. Sen, the on'yv etlect and outcome of this lt'gisl.llinn will be that Government
Will he able to attain the position ol the  sole monopoly  purchaser  of Tood grains.
Fhe cultivators get advances from the Mahajans when they are in need of money

anything from Government in tmes
of dithculties.  Now, alter this svstem s mtroduced, the Mahajans, we know
some Mahajans are not prohaent in ceducation  or in Keeping  accounts, will find
1t a botheration in keeping accourts and  also a botheration which mayv  lead to
Prosecution : so he will rather be shy in making advances 1o the culuvators and the
cultivators also will hesitate to take advances from Mahajans when they will re member
that they are 1o make statements and they will e hable tor prosccution if they make
maccurate statements.  Phis being the position,  the only effect will be to discourage
the svstem of making advances. Now it is for us to decide  whether  this system
should be abohished altogether or it should be continued. I this Government consider
that this can be done away withand it has  no utility,  Government can come with
a proposal making all sorts ol advances tegal ; then one can  understand.  But

mstead of that Governimment h.i}'(‘ !.ilk(‘n this 1‘(!und-a|\unl course  Iin ur(l(‘r 10 cnsure
their supply.  That argument is further supported by the fiact that although large
sums ol money are advanced lrom time (o tin

\ : e for jute and although it is well known
that those people who produce jute are more or less of pecunious condition  alwavs.
no steps have  been taken by the Government

_ S _ rn lor preventing  agaiust  those
who advance money to jute growers, What ks 1t foy 2 I the object .ol this Bill was
pracucally in the interest ”_I the cultivators then the jute also would have been included
as one of the things for which advance or Dadan should ‘be yegulated. So, Sir, the
plea that has been put ,1'”.“'“(1 by my hon, Friend My, Keramat Ali as well  as
Mro Whittaker that this “"“kl_ SRS l"“"l"”“"k"-“ between  (he cultivators and the
Mahajany, does not hold water lora minute because il qhe e be a real sympathy it
should have been extended also to the  juge srowers and  not merely  confined  to
producers ol lood arains and pan “"'“l‘}"l}' lh'}\'t‘ commodities for which Government
have appointed ;{g’{‘lh:il's under "“'”I"““ conditions, 'l'hry should not be  confined only
to those whose object is to help (r(.)\ crinent agents rather than to help themselves  in
getting more supply.  Lor that lﬂ(l“ not ll‘“lk,‘ wir, that this yound abuut procedure is
at all necessare. Ti this Bill would have come for legiskation 20 or 25 vears ago, we could

about s l..;:l Ol ;-lll;l\ [ers ed ove

to et the necessaries ol hite, Lhey do not net

have understood that there was S 1“?““1‘[(‘ underlyvine  it. Now, there 1s no
question  of culivators in geting a laiv priee, They will get a fair price because
you {ix a controlled price and 1t 1s Wt‘_“ known  that nobody would part with the
produce [or Jegs (han the controlled Pprice,  Whepe iy the reason for a hope that this
Bill will enable the cultivators Lo get lair price, ] thivk the cultivators would he put
to ureat disadvantage il ey (l”ll?”tlsv}. D".(Ifl“ N time. As a matter of fact their
budgets are always framed 0111 ‘l l:]l Dasis.  They will pay something to the Mahajan
as im'i(lvnlulcxpc‘.nm‘-‘i ”“_‘I ““"::l ll“ ‘f"'“‘l‘ Money  for their necessities for cattle,
martiage, e, LHEY ““”. "]‘“ ‘;;.i‘l“'l("“ lrom  (jje Mahajan. But the Mahajan,
after the  jngoduction ol L.ns. [l': ‘ ‘\’h(‘n. he will come (0 know that he will
be liable for ¢pjminal ln'u:-‘-.c‘.tll‘h(.nl 81 kc_c‘pmg inaccurate accounts,  will be much
more cautious in giving "d.\;“.l,(’.("%.‘ 1 “ ‘_I“S ground | opposc this Bill.

The Hon'ble Maulavi '“"*I”_’ ¢ '?” MUHANMMAD SAADULLA: My, Speaker,
Sir, from the speeches ol 11“"__ ! lLf(il l.ml]', Membery who lhave opposed at the consi-
dcrauOn Stame of the ];1”, 1 (_,;‘ll‘ll.-,i:ll 101 _t_ld-t I\ll N OOkCle‘(‘, as usual OP])()S(".C{ it on prin-
ciple, whereas Mr. Sen ‘-)PI)("T'( i (t”il'l-"-).’l‘(m.nd_ o expedienecy and Myr. Chaudhuri has
ent his support on the grounds at this Bill g ;

Is the opposition had . * Against the poor people. I am 1'eall§f
wprised at the grounds t b b i o ‘Cl‘(i laken. No wounder that the opposition was
tarted Ly Mr. Mookerjee W o, O sPeech said thay he iy groaning under the pinch of
he Debt Conciliation Board . ne who js i &

groaning under (Mr. Baidyanath
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M“,kaf-fJf-fi--—-\‘Jt ‘T, Sir but ‘we’). Well, we have known M. M

vari )E,ts ro lq;‘f. Ium.l_nly Iur‘ is a protector of the poor but specially

cum capitalist cum 1)1_:; businessman  (lauphter : Wlowonder. Bir

sion of this Bill very irksoms. The grounds of his opposition is that thi Ay lor a
perx_od of two years. He is one of ? sy e ol T LAl T I TR S g ‘

loaf (l(mghleq I)Ut we "]“: [po0r IJI‘H]'JI"' W il' be o« tent "N } a l ¢ . » .al

v . Wil | CO i1 Afl
better than no loaf” (laughtery. 1t the principles of this 13 rea e
r : 1 r A . ples ol Lhes | |

cultivators, it y'\-’lll be up to this House to tell the Government- -whoever may be 9
nlsl.':!'ln;’.‘,' th-- '(J‘,IIStllllIl‘)ll at ”l.ll Iiln;- 1.7 Li‘gp' Ty A LT ter extened 1t frart f
}J(E(:HUSU it is for -t-W” Yeéars to meet an emergent  situation, theiefore, N foakerne
will have none ”! = Uhe next pround e h : advanced 15 that g 1s nl Pl
it not in a negative form, but in the form of a query s it fair?" and
challenged by Khan Bahadur Mayylae: 1 i ehat S — )
c e e 1 Maulavi Keramat Al tha 1nf e 1o whomn 1 ;
SllC!lt...(,\"Il'. }'iud}";”];l’fl .\‘I‘Jfllici'j!-w I have meidde an an o it e e N

‘¢ . L il WA S e, i an WETy =% : ! . N

'I.l 18 unfculxntu .‘h‘:, '.\Irlll’l]dlh ; but I claim, Sir. that the whole hasis of my Bill s
fairness 1o a ' ])d.l!.jf:.‘. concerned especially the Mahajans. tfe lian. Ddendd Hoxas
usual fou}:d L“'.”t in the Provisions of the different Clase Fi complaint rh
It 18 u:lf?lll' Zlgi.l.lll‘il. the '.V!'r[/“f}.'” [Jf,‘r':lll':r' in Clause 11 they are mmacde pumishable
for Iallurc to furnish staterment and not the raivats Claitse 4 and Clause 53 have
I)CCI] m(:]ltl()n(:d ]Nl[ not (:,“‘”F"‘ () {:].lll'.l I .I”")'. i"l". f.!r' Owiet ol L ) l LS,
licensces and moncy-lenders to furnish g tmasen il Ddior e ssibviifized aliEi, M ib

5 3 B mniints . .
cultivators. Clause 5 requires any persons other than fooderain License COF 11 ey

lenders who_have given Dadan to (b cultivator or receiver of rent in kind to Farnisl
statement.  But under Clause 6 the cultivator is recuired to Turnish a statement. Now
if these people who have made advance do nat :11;:]{'1~ raremments then the cultivator svill
be in a POSi‘viO“ to deny that he received any advance at all. herclore the making of
these statements is_; for the benefit of 41 . th-, made the advance and  therefore it s
the suppr(fSSiOD of these statements that has bheen |)|-n;1|i'.('l| urder the Bill, But it'hag
been left open to the cultivator also to furnish statements of the Dadan that he hias reced
ved._ If, for example, an advance of Rs.100 is made by the Mah jan but he failed to
make a statement, the cultivator may say that he reccived only 10 or 12 rupcees. |
hope Mr. Mockerjec will Chow  understand  the intentional or willil omission ol
Clause 6 from Clausc 11_ of the Bill. (Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee then there is o
necessity for your doing 1tin that case, ... ¥ I;:Ly that it is in the interest of the
ancers to scc that thc:r advances are recorded in Government records.

Srijut BOHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If the cultivator is not punished
for not makmg a Stilf(.‘[n’mf[ ]"’W C:l,r_l G')\"?l‘r'n't'lr:n( COmpare the two statements ?

The Hon’ble M““I“}‘:‘ Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : We are follow.
ing the statement g((’)r\ﬁ_lt,n;M“/’qum.s: We want o know whether the stock s there,
In this way azonec e )Ult will be 1n 4 position to get the information they want.,

Hon’ble ]U édg"_lfi.thf‘- Revenye Minister who have recently watched the pro-
ceedings of the lgL S “31["{;1 latllfm_ﬂ(mrd at Sylhet, Kaiimganj and Sunamganj found
that both the d« lorf‘ cthc S,N?.ZII Cdl.t()r quite welcomed these Boards. For obvious reason,
these Boar.ds rr;ccttionshi')llj)u ¥ disposal of the cases and the fostering and keeping up
of the cordial b a'wqd: Olft[:{lwt]:er-] the debtor and the creditor. My Hon’ble Colleague
his found that_msf (reat & is bCing a hurden (o the poor cvery Debt Conciliation
Board had })!:-36111 ?hegcredito:antdgc o them in getting rid of their debts by amicable
settlement with e T it SVE;:" whom they can again go in case _n]' nc:c.c.-ssity ;u_ul at
insigniﬁC_amf ]fx;: f)oth ihe Cultiv);:trcaSm] to believe that if the ]:H'f)'\-'l.‘-;i()ll‘s of this H':H are
enacted lrltU_Ha" .nce between the ors as well as the Mahajans will he safeguarded. There
will be no (.'h LrL and the Cliltivalm! there wijl be no exactine demands by the Malhajan
on the (:U.ltl‘».faf.c“1 T — [',. | Lor alse wip not be able to avoid the terms of agree-
hich -W-EIC )('“i.]gerc”t;-l'f't(_m_to_ Ine word more, Sir. Most speaker, on behalf
of the oP osnu:gﬂéc:q i mq:}lhlll 15 Itlm Covertiment whe 41€ devising means of getting
as much fooclglfll : t 1% (]’,”"]'p c.‘ l:h'; Rohini Kinnar Chaudhurt is the loudest in

Ie says that 1t I ament’s intention that jute has not heen included into

this. T ‘e passing throueh ‘mal 1 i
this. We are passing gh abnormay times. Jute is not cultivated to the same

adv
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EXItHt as and  paddy are and we are trying to procure as much foodgrains as is

for teeding the Ministry or the few Government sarvants but to feed the
total Hopulation of the Province.  We have got areas in this Province which do not
BYOW ciiRes naddy and rice for their Mmaimmtenance. We have prncurcd it from surplus

Trice
Poges )i
HOSSthle ot

sutiicient
reas and :_.,” it to deficit areas. 1t s on groun | of procurement and more on g_'l‘“llllfl
' equitable distribution that Government want to know what arve the stocks ol rice.
. Sir. 1 think 1 have given saitable replics and T have every hope that those \‘\"h“ say
that the poor cultivators shoald be safeguard~d should welcome this picce ol legisla
Lion,

Che Hon'ble the SPEAKER: The question is:

‘e

Fhat the Assam Dadans Bill, 1944, be taken into consideration™

The Assembly divided.

Ages—27

1. The [Hon'ble Maulavi Saivid Sir 13. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat
Muhammad Saadulla, Al

2. The Hon'ble Maulavi Munawwar 14, Maulawi Muhammad Magbul
Ali. Hussain Chaudhury. )

3. The Hon'ble Srijut Hirendra 15. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur
Chandra Chakravarty. Rahman.

4. The ‘Lle Kha Sahib Naulavi : :

1. The Hon’ble I\ll.ll-l ‘-.j.lnr N 1-111 i 6. e, DL B I Mobse
Mudabbir Illhs;llm -('l\l;“;(”l‘u\”[' . 17. Mr. G. W. Morley.

5. T ‘ble av ) M

9. The Houn l’l\_ i S 18. Mr. R. A. Palmer.

| Chaudhurr. - 19. Mr. A. Whittaker

0. The Hon'ble ._\hss . ‘1::'*‘ “.‘““' 20. Mz, Benjamin Ch. Momin.

7. Srijut Joges ('-hilll(\_l a 111: hll(!‘l.‘ . 21. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
) foss ; i i ra Lzohain. T -5l . . .

8. Rai Sahib 1).111:.1(1( h'ulll s 1‘. -ur : 22. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti. -

9. Srijut Surendra Nath Buragohain. 23. Mr. Binode Kumar J. Sarwan.
- g Taulavi  Dews y 9. .

10. Khan Sahib -\[11“(11 ' i “.‘ A 24. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri.
Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury. 95, Rew, T. e

11. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed. 26. Mr C. Goldsmith.

12, Maulavi ‘]721hzunuhlin' Ahmed. 27. Mr. JO])-‘Illg' D. Marak.

Nocs—g

1. Mr. Baidynnath Mookerjee. 4. Babu Lalit Mohon Kar.

2. Babu Bipin Behari Das. 5. Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhurt-

3. Babu Kamini isumar Sen. 6. Srijut Purandar Sarma.

The question was adopted.

~ 2 PEAKER : T T e S Bills,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER I'ime for tabling amendments for these two.;ssalﬂ

ey S Lptl BeAft mechm.m (limergency Provisions) Bill, 1944 and the : a
s il 1945 will be upto 3 parn toemorrow. The Bills will be coming
again on the 7th March 1944

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Friday, the 3rd March, 194
Shillong : A. K. BARUA,
The 22nd March 1944 Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam-



