Proceedings of the Sixteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government of India

Act, 1935

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m. on Saturday, the
10th March, 1945.

. PRESENT
The }f[on’b_lc \rIr Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon'ble
Ministers and fifty-nine hon. Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given).
Bus Service between Dibrugarh and Tinsukia
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :

*74., (@) Ate Government awarc that there was a regular - Bus Service from Dibru-
garh to Tinsukia and back before the War ?

b Are GO‘Vf:rnmenl.awarc t!mt _extreme difficulties are felt by the public of
Dibrugarh for abohtllon of this Bus bery:cc and owing to curtailment of 2 number of
the Dibru-Sadiya Railway passenger trains ?

(¢) Do Governmcntd])‘rgposc to issue permit to private owners ol the Dbuses to
ply between Dibrugarh an Iinsukia and back or open Passenger Service under the
‘Assam Transport Department  or take necessary steps to increase the number of the

Dibru-Sadiya Railway passenger tratvg 3

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

74‘- (a)._—_Yts. 1) = bl l qu . - . - .
(b)———YCS’ the Provincia ransport Al{thqnty is c051§1d(:nng the question,
hich is also under exgmlnatl‘on 1_)3_/ the Provincial Motor Transport Controller in
whic | to provision of vehicles for additional routes.
regar ,i;)_—ffhe Provincxa:l Government are not competent Lo provide transport on the
Railway, @S for bus rou’gs ﬂ;e loléftaclc has been Pctrol rationing, but the matter has
up with the Central Government in all its aspects.

Serv

" Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :

sce of Assam Transport Vehicles for the Civil Pepulation

w75, Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The nurr;bgi'toégﬁiizlllca;mng written or verbal received for service of Assam
’:fraga?:h ¥ L fs or the civil population, excluding the Tea Industry,
in eac owns of Gauhati, Jorhat and Dibrugarh in the year
1944 ¢ &

p) The number of cases in which requests were complied with ?

ther there is any P, G i ..
(c) Whe ¥ Passenger Service of the above Organisation ?
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(d) TIf not, whether Government propose to open such service to ease the
extreme difficulties of the travelling public ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

75. (a)—Most of the applications are made verbally, and numbers are therefore
not available. There are 21, 14 and 22 vehicles of Assam Transport allocated to the
arcas served by these towns respectively, for carriage of civil supplies.

(b)—Docs not arise.

(¢)—No. L

d)—No. P:t;;scngcr transport has not been considered suitable to the organi-
sation and is left to private operators. :

Town Committee at Chhatak

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHUR y

asked -

%76, (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether theyv pron.
. nn;?ittC(C at Chhatak in the sub-division of Sunamganj ? ¥ Propose to start a Town
Clo1 (b) Is it a fact that the demand for starting a Town szt

made to Government by the local public long ago ? ttee at Chhatak
s (¢) If so, why this has not been started as yet ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA GHAKRAVARTY replied

1 replied :

76. (a)—Not yet.
(b) & (c)—No request appcars to have been recejy
Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB C A5G
Khﬂl;nt be pleased to make an enquiry into the matter l"CHAUDHURY: Will

Goverm Jonble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDR A CHAKRAVAR Ty

ic approach Government with the prayer, T think, G Sir, if the
Jocal P;:lfllicb;}[jllfb Maulavi Dewan MUI._IA.I\'IMAD'AHBAB,CI-(;RCGI;;?_CIH will do SO.

Khe ent be plcased to take an initiative in the matter ? IURY Sir, will
Gov?rrllz‘l Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CH:}NDRA CHAKRAVAR ’

) r IGO"CI.nmcnt on their own motion won’t  make the ep e TY Sitex T atn
afrz.utiaoi. the local pecple, and if’ they approach Govcrnmcm’ tl?cyl)‘:,l“But if it is the
desir ¢ ve
to do SO ) 'y glad

Repairing of Sylhet and Gauhagg M“nicip al R
Oads
AL BAIDYAN;\TH MOOKER]JEE asked - :
M. ”
17 Wwill Government be pleased to state-—
#717.

~ 'hether they have tried or are tryine
(a) Wh(;ove"nmg“t or Military authm‘iti&- J‘glﬁfff} n‘10nc—‘: from the O

Gauhati Municipal Roads which have bc; TCpair of the Selh entral
usc of the heavy Military trucks, ete, » e b?ldly dama‘ gd ?; and

I so, since when they have been [1‘yi_ng and whq " g y the

e Whether any amour_ﬂlhas ;n:en Sf‘:nﬂlpned for the pu’lpy APProached X

(d) If so, wl.'lEl..t an‘mum- 135 heen aanctlogcd fiar cach 'Pose ti]] 6% 5

. Municipal Boards : e two aforemid

The Hon'ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHagp .
: Y

] ] replied .
71. (a) & (b)—Yes. The Government of Indiy Were fipe
1944, *' approached in June

‘E‘D (”_ Qo | 1C \’Illltﬂly havc h()\\rc rer !
((;) ( . 1 L VeI .llI]pl()ved
SOme I‘OEldS_

at Gauhati.




>
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: What about Sylhet, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No improvement.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What about Sylhet, Sir 2 “The reply is,
““The Military have however improvcd some roads at Gauhati.,” My Question  was
both for Sylhet and Gauhati.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The implication is that no improvement has been
made in Sylhet.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What about Sylhet town, Sir 2 Is there
any chance of its roads being improved ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Sir, we are
still in correspondence with the Government of India and I think, if the Government
of India provide money, there will be funds for improving Sylhct roads also.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May we know, Sir, how long that corres-
pondence will continue ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Qur lasts
letter was posted on the 28th February this year.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What was the indication given in the last
letter about Sylhet ?  Whether they have refused or there is some chance of getting
some money for improving the roads, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: In our
previous letter, Sir, we informed the Government of India what funds would be neces-
sary for improving all the municipal roads tha- are damaged by the heavy Military
traffic. Then the Government of India asked us to supply them with further details
in the matter. ;

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOXERJEE: Sir, if the Central Government refuse,
will thg Provincial Government provide sufficient funds for the Improvement of these
roads :

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : "T'hat matter
cannot be decided now, Sir, unlcss the Central Government have decided the matter.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, cannot the Goverhment ol Assam
advance the money for the purposc and then get re-imbursement from the Central

Government ?
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: I think, Sir,

that will weaken our case and will be a very unwise step because, if our Government
rovide the funds for the purpose our casc for getting help [rom the Central Govern-
ment will be weaker.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, will Government be pleased to
state whether the present move they have taken is a very wise move 4
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Certainly, Sir ;
besides, the Municipal Buards are doing their best to improve the roads and keep them

at reasonable repairs.
| Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, is it not a facf that the Sylhet roads
are in a horrible condition ?

The Howble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Sir, the
condition of the roads is bad but I do not think that the condition is horrible.

e BAIDYAI\QATH’ MOOKERJEE : Sir, is it not a fact that practically there
WAy BOERRLE (L e so far as the roads of the Sylhet Municipality were concerned
for the last two years i .

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY :  Sir, I cannot
accept that stat%r??:;}t_ '

Mr. BAItDa re ATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I think, the Government should take
that statemen I't! aPIC‘ICSIerll{tmg the correct state of affairs because, I am a Commissioner of
e MumCIPIa 1Syil" nb now things better than the Hon’ble Minister. (After a pause)
1 want a reply, » because he knows it but he says that he does not know it.

(No reply).
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Babu RABIN RA NATH ADITYA: Sir, are there no instances where the
Provincial Government gave advances and then got re-imbursement from the Central
Government ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Sir, it isa
very general question.  Sir, if some local bodies approach Government for a particular
graut for a particular purpose, Government scrutinise that and 'if they think that the
dem:and is reasonable and if they have funds to provide, they do provide,

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, having admitted that the roads are
in a deplorable condition is it not the paramount duty of the Government to repairs
them and then see whether they can or cannot get-the money from the Centre ?

The Hon’ble Srijut I—IIRI',NJ[_)RA GHANI_)_RA CHAKRAVARTY - ;
to roads and all thesc are the duties of the municipal boards.

Babu RABINDRA NA'TH ADI I'YA : What is the cause of
5 that if the roads are now rcpmrc_d, the case for geiting re-imby
it ‘I Government will be weaker ?

The repairs

that misapprehen-
rsement from the

Gentra) & on’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY. «
Central Government may straightway say that you have got the funds and th-cns".l, ‘llzllc
T v anch ud. 3 ) : : why do
you aﬁ!}{" °B AIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Isita fact, Sir, that he G
o waiting for some accidents so that they can put the case better befote 1(13\"381“1(‘1“1
arc T« R ‘ s e Gentra
= 1t f s 2
Gover M Hon’ble Srijitt HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY | 2 1
. this Question ? oo, am I to
answlc; [t)l;lSI?AMINI KUMAR SEN: Sir, cven if the Central Gover ; 2
- money is it not the duty of the Provincial Government ment  refuse (o

grant any to re

Lany B bic Stijut HIRENDRA'CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTS T these roads ?

1 lc‘maf}’ duty ol the boards LZOIICC!:I]C(I to see that their roads T k‘ 'r> though it

is th‘?‘pnif we do not get any fund out of the Gentral Government, thi%% o Py
ll:lepa“tso’ v what help they can give to the municipal boards g bl‘i‘nq Ot‘{el‘_mncnt will
P2 L | - S thelr roads to
a rc;tso'fa}:i;i\;gYANATl-I MOOK_ERJE’E: oir, {5 it not a fact thay the § :
M" oved for somc FRLRA SLTIGTRL for the hc'a\:‘y CPALES G by Al Muni-
cipahlyyn; Flow can the municipalities keep their roads in propey Ol‘Cfc?l?lqud from the
Military © 5 ' T
extra fundS © 10 Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRQy, ART E
2 el

etting any extra fund from the Military. Of Couil :
no

. cipality 15 B cati f the road repairs il C, ing .
mumcnp’i doing the oper ations o e : P L l(‘imsclv::s_ Some place: i
Milit:arguﬂ RABINDRA NATI\P]_ADITY{}I._ Dc;d not Governmeny |y, ‘ 7.6

Ba wes done by the ilitary s does 13015 detract from 51"3 theiy claims
(he damag if the repairs are done in the meantime ? 't the Meritg f ‘ O'H
fiaim eveB L ile Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAY 4 of their

Tt coul' letter to the Government of India that the mil‘uary Vehl_{;[‘y ; Py
cleal mds and it 18 very reasonable that the Government of Indiy ;fl iy lwerﬂ ('1'1111'1 e

ar 10 ) . . oulg hé SLEN gi_ng
funds- . " GAURI KAE\T Ir'A TALU{&]?AR i) 5_1{1:, the so calleq . . P us with

.Sf.Jg roads at Gauhati are very insignilicant unq Most Oetpmrs done to 1l
Municip ition. i ; the D
horrible C‘;_;f;'blc Srijut HIRENDRA CH:‘\NDRA : GHAKRA\] Oads are in

does the hon. Member mean by ‘so called’ repajy VARTY,
know what SXT R ' KANTA TALUKDAR = Tsay from g * T do not

Srijut . town of Gauhati are in a horrible congis: Wn ey B
grgte rozlidt;emr:‘h;rs which the H‘OH’MC zi,mi\mfff mel‘!glg:::l dup 1‘1(:11::: That. most '
traffic a"fs why 1 call the repairs of ‘so §3119 - Wil Gove,-nme T quite o7, Military
and that:{. are repaired at the cost of lhlsr)Govm‘nmem an“t be £ cllnSIgmﬁcant
these .roab brsccl from the Central Government = 4 the moc to see that
i rfi_{;fi Ui-ion’blc Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CH ney so spent

difficulty is thatin these abnormal times when the trafy, ?SKRAV ARTY. - g

SC ir, the
9 hc,a.vy’ No repajrs

pairs can
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stand over for a long time, because we have seen that as soon as a portion of a road is
repaired or even when a road is in the process of repair, military lorries ply over the
road and as a result of which no road can be perfectly repaired.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Is it beyond the competence of this
Government to close those roads which are under repairs to trafhic ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHA KRAVARTY : There are
certain roads which cannot be closed to traffic because those are gateway roads.

tMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know, Sir. whether Government had
received any deputation from any municipality in the Province asking for repairs of
damaged roads ? _ .

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Yes, Sir,
The municipalities are clamouring and that is why we have been moving the Govern-
ment of India.

+Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know, »ir, whether Government took the
initiative in this matter and asked the local hodies to submit their claims for compen-
sation for the damages caused to their roads ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : While we
submitted our estimates to the Government of India requesting them to help us in this
matter, we certainly enquired from the various local bodies of the Province as to their
require ments.

As regards the Gauhati Municipal Board, I can say that as this Board is under
Government control that is why some reasonable repairs are being done and people
are also getting water and other comforts, which are not altogether curtailed.

+Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Isitthe contention of Government that
they should strengthen their case by allowing these roads remaining unrcpaired ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Certainly,
not.

tBabu KAJMINI KUMAR SEN: Isit the policy of Government to make the
road, condition worse by wasting time in correspondence with the Government of
India though they admit that the roads arc in a horrible condition ? :

The Hon’ble Srijut I‘IIRENDI'{A CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Every day we
are expecting a favourable reply fl'({m the Government of India and that is why we
cannot suggest taking initiative in this matter now. I do not think it will take very long
for the official reply to comec. '

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, in view of the statement made by
the Hon’ble Minister of Local Sell-Government that it is the primary duty of the local
bodies concerned to get their roads repaired, is it not a fact that this Government who
is in charge of the Gauhati Municipal Board has failed in this matter ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: No, Sir,

ov t failed.
. c‘['r%ls‘;zrtltél(g‘{)(:lll\}c[)& Ii:I-I BARDOLOI: Could not the Government, Sir, insist on the

Military using some particular roads, thus making several other roads free from

military traffic ? |
The Hon'ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: I think, the

suggestion of the hon. Member may be examined, Sir. T'he Military has been

scattered throug

being used by them. )

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I suggest that when the Hon’ble
Minister goes to Delhi to attend the Civil Defence Council he can very well take the
opportunity of discussing the matter with some high official there and get an
immediate decision instead of wasting time in correspondence ?  We know, Sir, when
the Hon’ble Prime Minister goes to Delhi he gets. action within a few days and I.
would suggest that the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government should follow the

example of the Hon’ble Prime Minister.

o ]

TSpeech not corrected,

hout the Province and I do not know which particular roads are not

.';/
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The Hon’ble Srijut HTRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: I can inform
the hon. Member that T am not sitting idle over this matter. However, as suggested, 1
will do so when I go to Delhi next and see if anything comes out of that.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: 1If for maladministration, the Gauhati
Municipality could be superseded, will Government following the same

4 me £ analogy
supersede the Local Self-Government Department for its maladministration ?

Post-War Reconstruction Works
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

*78. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The names of different Departments for w
works are proposed to be taken up by Gov

by What steps, if any, they have taken to increase the num 3 i
(@) men up to the requirements of those Departments » ber of qualified

hich post-war reconstruction
ernment ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replicd -

78. (a)—All Departments have submitted schemes
" which itis expected that the Assembly will L
1 at this Session.

which are under

. consideration
ave an opportunj

and on ty to express

iniotr )
°op (b)—It is intended among other recruitment measures, to sen g ;
broad for higher training sponsored by this Government 4 ten student
Aty BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Wil
: 'f.nnl}’ ten students are sent abroad ?
ment ) e Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL4 . Thige silf
y .p only, Sir. ) ‘Il form
the B3 “BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE:  May we know for what pyy
g would be sent abroad ? ias ST Pose these ten
3 - i o
Jon’ble Maulavi Saiyi ir M MMAD SAADUT, .
i Fae fér which they w1'll be trained ? My Hon’hle Colleanﬁ‘;\ s I Rather the
Sub.l‘_mts_ who is in charge will be able to tell the House, & the Education
Minister vble Khan Bghadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAH]
-TI-]-GtOHI(;tla taken up by these students, I think, we haye All‘;tﬁided f‘\mong the
subjects et Hydraulic Engineering, Mechamca} lmglnt‘.ering, Tadie g o Electrical
Fnginee! ]_e":Aﬂimal Husbandry, Forestry and Textile Engineerinq‘ strial ht‘mistry,

. euliul ? ? 1
gerict ‘ble the SPEAKER: T think, there ha
Flon’ble _ > as been g : "
N 7c?tl(1’,cabout this. ) . Notlﬁcatlon in the
Gaz Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN .
T:Ih: BAIDYANA ['H MOOKER]JEE :  One student o each Sk Sir,
"Pltlu.a Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAYN . o
o ) . s One St
for each s];;EJI%YANATH MUORERJBE : Do Goverymiang consiq e
i Mtl'propﬁrly educated, they will be able to conduct the Post-wg E‘at
studen \

»
Department & : ahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR R
pThe Hon’ble Khan Bahadw AHMAN; Th;

that serve the Purpose of ki

student

with one
€construction

nt up. S is the first
h to be se t] - T 'F - - e
batc IDY ANA I'H MOORER]EE (;'an we have SOme idea

Mr.
1d be sent ? ;
Seconrlcnlhl;atf{}:)r‘;\:g& Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMA'

on accommodation avgilable for students outside, We

l;?India’s direction in this matter. ﬂ ]
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: In this connection, .,
Hon’ble Premier, when the scheme for Post-War Reconstruction wﬁl Ibenquiliet? o7 th?
€ available ? If

Sto wten the

e awaiting That depends
"8 for Government

-
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I remember aright, we heard from him the other day that the scheme would be pre-
pared and supplied to every hon. Member by the 10th but we have not got any copy 1
of it as yet.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I have just now
got a proof copy fforn Mr. Roy and he has promised to make it available to hon,
Members within an hour.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Thank you, Sir.

Re: Rationed Commodities
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked:

#79. (a) Will Government be pleased to state (i) the names of various commo-
dities they have rationed up till now, (i7) the quantity of cach commodity rationed
per head per week and (i) the price of each of these commodities in  each district, ,
showing the date of rationing in cach case ? )
(6) Will Government be pleased to state whether the rationed commodities

were and are being supplied in all districts regularly according to the quota fixed ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA  replied :

.

79. (a)—A statement is laid on the table.
Statement showing names of commodities rationed and quantities allowed per head per week.

79. (a) (1) Names of commodities rationed (ii) Quantities allowed per head per week
1. Rice 3 seers per head per week.
f 2. Atta 1 seer 55 34 5
. .
3. Flour According to stock position. t
4, Salt . 2 chhataks.
5. Sugar 1 powa. J
6. Kerosene 3 bottles ol 21 poroa ea(:il per :
family per month,
7. Mustard oil is distributed by the Additional Deputy Commissioner, _
Shillong, on per capita ration basis at 3 chhataks per week. !
(iii) Rationing has been introduced in the following nine towns with effect
from the date noted against each :—
1. Sylhet 4th June 1944.
2. Silchar 0 .. 30th July 1944.
3. Shillong 1st October 1944, '
4. Gauhati . 30th July 1944, '
5. Dhubri - ... 18th June 1944, 1
6, ALezpit ... 18th June 1944, ‘
1. NO‘}:’;%:"E ... 16th July 1944.
f
B {())'bru Atk ...  28th May 1944.
i
9. g ... 30th July 1944.
3
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" Prices of commodities rationed

. Annas.
Atta and Flour PR, 0 6 6 per seer.
Salt o 03t atinds DREE
Sugar e £ 0 8 6 3 3
Rice as per modification below.

The 5th December 1944.

0.SD.(A)293/43/238.-—In accordance with the provisions of aragr

Assml: Food-grains Prices Control Order, 1943, and in continuatliJmI giliﬁfls ?)21‘::1@
ment’s Notification No. SD.293/43, dated the 22nd February 1944, annmu}]);:' :
.adual reduction 1n the maximum prices n.f rice :.End_ paddy, the Governor of A ing

?ql pleased to fix the following maximum prices of rice and paddy per snnils;rg
s } andar

of 40 seers of 80 tolas a seer with effect from the 1 AR R
Eiug%m June 1945. st January 1945, )

For all varieties other than Aus and Boro :—

Wholesale

a b o - Retail sale
In Goalpara District, Barpeta Subdivi- Raby
¢ion and the Thanas of Barama,i (a) Rice 13 = p- Rs.'a. p.
‘Nalbari, Hajo, Rangiya and Kamal- 0 1412 ¢
ur of Kamrup District, Darrang (b) Paddy .. 7 6
lI:))is.trict and North Lakhimpur Sub. | y 0 8 2 0
division, Balipara Frontier Tract. L
Thanas of Chhaygaon, Boko, [ (a) Rice .
lnP:i?:sbari and Gauhati Cof Kamrup ! 1450 g 15 4 ¢
District and the District of Now- (b Paddy ... b
gons: il it ' 8 70
ibsagar District, Dibrugarh Subcli-f' (@) Rice .
[nviiilon OfLakhimpllu' District, Fron-< ' , 14 8 g 15 12 .0
tier Tracts of Sadiya and Tirap. L (&) Paddy .. 5 ol :
. : a) Ric 812 ¢
In the Districts of Sylhet and (:a('har{ 50 i 14 12 ¢
For Aus and Boro :— (b) Paddy 7 6 0 i
0
\’\.fholcs:xlc Rl e
5 RS. a‘ :
s e (a) Ri Mke Rs. a. p,
In all Districts { ) C& 1) 8 0 13- 0 };
: (b) Paddy eI 6 0 0

a) fl ppziri?quxn{jxedtabovc;?c f(l){ Arua or white rice, F gy

iled ricc a premi not exceeding e. 0-8- 4 : G s
bg:fg‘?d over these prices, = 0 (eight annas) pcrr IrIljashna or part
c : und may be
() The wholesale prices fixed :

s above includ
charges and where rice and paddy ude the

is sold in bulk WP“.ice of bags .
. . Wi th 8% and bagging
holesale prices shall be reduced by six-annas . thout hy,. g
‘:igﬁt annas in the case of paddy. ® PEr Maunq j, the 88 the maximum

- case of rice and

(¢) All the wholesale prices fixed above are ex-mij]

the case of Garo Hills, Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Naga Hil?r x-Sl AT
s

and Lushaj Hills. In
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the case of these four Hill Districts, the maximum prices refer to the prices at the
nearest rail or steamer head to which cost of transport may be added within
reasonable limits allowed by the District Magistrate concerned.

(d) When the rice or paddy is a mixture of more than one grade and  the
percentage of the lower grades exceed five per cent., the whole quantity shall  be
deemed to be of the lowest grade in the mixture.

K. W. P. MARAR,

Secy. to the Goul. of Assam in the Deplt. of Supply-
(b)—The imported commodities like atta, flour, salt and sugar are agenerally
supplied regularly to the rationed areas.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: From the statement T find that dal has
not been mentioned. Are we to understand that da/ has not been rationed 7
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Controlled

articles include dal also, but not rationed,
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: But it has not been mentioned, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Sayid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am afraid, Sir,

this might have been a mistake.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Is the list of prices of

modities sent to all the rationed areas ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : But as regards kerosene, no price has been

all these com-

iven.

& The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  The fact is that
the price of this is fixed according to the ration obtained by the companies supplying.
Therefore, Government do not fix the price itself.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Isit not a fact that in the rural areas the price
of rationed articles is a bit higher than in urban areas

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir, in the
rationed areas, as I mentioned yesterday, the price of commodities sometimes become
higher, in view of the fact that for regular supply we keep at least two month’s  stock
and if the price of that happens to be higher at the time of purchase, then they are to

be sold at a higher rate. : N . .
" Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE 1 Does the Hon’ble Premier consider that
the flat rate of supply of 3 hottles of Kerosene, cach containing 2} powas, lor each

family is fair and equitable ? | |
amily le Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : - We tried various

The Hon’b QYL AN 2 : ; e : s
methods for equitable distribution of this article, but found it impossible. So, now

the Deputy Commissioner, in consultation with the distributors, are supplying the

s in the present method.
gtOCkl\l/ﬁ.. B.CA¥DYANATH MOOKERJEE: WI]] GOV(TI‘ﬂmCﬂt COI‘]Sider - chir_

ability of distributing it on the per capila basis ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It was tried,
but we failed. As for instance, there may be a large number of persons in one house
but they use 2 few lights of kerosene and there may be a small number of persons in a
family who pburn more kerosene.  So the experiment of distribution per  capita basis
did not succeec- .

Mr. BAIIBYAI;TATH MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Premier again try to

his problem : L
solve t0 B on’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 will consider,
> Babu KA‘MI.NI KUMAR SEN: " Are Government aware that in rural areas
retailers charge higher price on the ground that they are to bear more cost of trans-

ort ? . . " y
E he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have not

T :
received any complaint to that effect, but I will take my Friend’s statement as

correct.
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" - " ; . : S .
Babu KAMINT KUMAR SEN: Will the Hon’ble Prcpucr make an enquiry ?
'I'le:an:l'l)lc Maulavi  Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - Very well,
Sir.
. o
Requisition of residential quarters and clinic of Dr. O. Hasan, a dentist
of Silchar

Maulavi MUZARROF ALI LASKAR  asked :

#80. (a) Isita fact that the residential quarters and clinic of Dr. O. Hasan, a
“dentist of Silchar was requisitioned for the A. R. Pp. Depot in July 1042 ?

(b) Are Government aware that the said Dr. Hasan h
account of requisitioning of his clinic ? -
on ac

(¢) Is it a fact that he submitted represent
arge of Civil Defence as well as to the Hon’ble P
: (d) Ilso, will Government be pleased to g

hem ?
-aken on t )
A (e) If not, why not ?

(f) Isit a F:«;ct that he represented his case to the O
Requisitioning Board :

(g) If so, when ?

(h) Are Govcrm_nen;, aware that he asked fo,
:on Board in this connection
tio

ad to stop Lis profession

ations to the Hon’ble Minister-
remrer on the subject ?

ate whether any action has been

in-ch

hairman of the Provincial

appointment of an Arbitra-
(i) Do Government propose to constitute
- and expedite an early settlement of his case ?
i
P (7 ) Will Government be pleased to st
rofessional loss as yet !
p

an Arbitration Board for the

ate whether he hag been granted any

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied -
—Yes.
a
it ((b))-——ch.
(¢)—He represented the matter (o GOVEI‘nmcnt,
(d)—Yes, the Deputy Co ¢
(ly been receivcc.I.. E
recen (¢)—Does not arise.
(f)——Yes.
(g)—8th September 1944,
e o _
(i) & (7 )—With regard o0 his ¢

mumissioner vag asked 1o submijy
§ i

aim |

; e O or Professio,

nissioner 1s b_emg mstructed how Lo make AN assessme .ml losses, the De'puty
Com! - to the claimant, if the latter is oy satisfied Nt and o commtinicate
his Oﬂc‘_. a4 > the cage will be referred to
Arbitrauo .

avi ABDUR RAHMAN : May | — ‘
hfﬁcl)l:;vliouses have been requisitioned ? Quire of the Hon’ble Minister since
\,vht:nThc H o_n" ole. Maulavi [—?{EANNA-WWAR ALIL: Perhaps fro
Maulavi AB_L)[‘JQR RAHD : May I know= Sir, why 4 int:]ﬁlnc 1942, iy
tion has been paid : P tll now no compen

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR AL .

its various aspects. Because he Matter has been agitat-
ed 01}r Maulavi MABARAK ALI:  Whethep an

: : : co .  EaAd
removal of his belongings to his native hon:e g4 Baniyrar.lgfnsatgon has been paid for
ong :

ed,

TSpeech not Corregy

a report which has
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The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: His claim is llndr'!’ consideration.
He has also preferred a claim for his professional loss which is a  very intricate matter
and is under our consideration also. =

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table.)
Last Conference on Land Settlement in Assam Valley
Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

50. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether they propose to supply the Members of the Assam  Legislative
Assembly and Council with copies of proceedings of the last Conference
on Land Settlement in the Assam Valley held in December 1944 ?

() Whether the copies of notes submitted for consideration in that con-
ference by Srijuts Gopinath Bardaloi, Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri and
Rabi ('handra Kachari for classification of their stand point in
reference to the proceedings recorded are proposed to be supplied to
the Members of the Assam Legislature ?

t¢) Whether they propose to supply the Members of the Assam  Legislature
with copies of notes submitted, if any, by the representatives of the
Scheduled Castes and Muslim League for consideration in the said
Conference ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that all the recommendations of the three aforesaid
members of that Conference mentioned in Question (4) above were not
accepted by Government in their Resolution dated the 15th January
1945 ?

(e) Ifso, why ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

50. (a)—A copy has been laid on the Library Table.

(4)-—No.

(¢)—No.

(d)—No. The Resolution, except in one particular, closely followed the
recommendations of the Conference, which on all major issucs were practically un-
animous. . '

(g')—Docs not arise. .

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: May T know whether it is a fact that notes
were submitted by Srijuts Gopinath Bardoloi, Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri, and Rabi
Chandra Kachari for clarification of their stand point in reference to the proceedings
recorded and whether they form a part of the procecedings ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR 'ALI: Yes, Sir. They purported to
attempt at some cla'rlfiCauo‘n,_ but wh?.t they actually did at the same time was to
digress from the points  ‘This note did not form part of the proceedings.

Srijut ~ARVESWAR BARUA: With regard to (d), Sir, it is said that the Reso-
Jution, €xcept 11 onc particular, closely followed the recommendations of the Confer-

May I know what was that particular recommendation of the Conference ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Th . i
= TR E A ey L '] e hon. Member is referred to

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : What is th

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALLI ;
ioners have been given discretion . :

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHUR] -
reason why that particular recommendation was n

ara
P at, Sir ?
In cases of hardship Deputy Com-
miss
As regards (d), Sir, may I know the
ot accepted ?
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The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: All the recommendations have been
accepted, Sir, but in one particular respect only the discretion has been given to the
Deputy Commissioners in cases of hardship.

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOTI: Is it not a fact that almost - all the points of
difference of the outlook of the signatories to the memorandum were definitely pointed
out and that the entire note was signed subject. to those objections ?

‘The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: They stated to have done so, but
they were wholly irrelevant. :

#Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Isit not a fact that all the recom-
mendations had the unanimous opinion, excepting the opinion of one hon. Member
l-cprcqvnting the Muslim Ifcngu_c-:‘

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir.

#*Babu KAMINI KUI\IAR SI;‘.N : Is it not contentious that the Government
has the rigilt to refuse the publication of the minute of dissent that was considered
rralevant ! -
111c1<;£-:;:: Hon’ble Maulavi hiIUN#I\\‘\’\}’AR ALI: That was not a minute of dissent

urporting to explain the view point of certai X
it::cl?lrolcjzecdilrgs. & : riain “hon.-Members.avho i togk

Srijut GOPINATH BA_RD‘OLOI :  Are those very points not suflicient and i
some cascs fundamentally ghﬂ‘mc:rlt f om tlic way in which proceedings were i l;
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: ecisions  were ?lrr'\- d de ?
Hon’ble Premicr who prm(.lcd,m.vcr the meeting _dictated the dcci£101: 1?1 a;c*c‘:::nc thﬁi‘
411 and thos¢ I't*-t“-‘mm?“dﬂ“(’_““ in fofo have gone mto the proceedine P ks
W H G ijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Is it nota fact that ] "’Sl e -
i.e \I,vh_ntcx'cl‘ that might h“"}' boen l'Ccorclc_d as such were sc;lt loiss“ﬁjl:?;Tprocec%mgs,
e The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR  ALI: yes the time E?n‘a“_"e : h
| the hon. Members were anxious to get away.,_ > was too short
anc Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Isitnot a fact that
}“_ ;{]ntc we submitted our memm'nlndum explaining
ol Ftl(‘wc sajd we signed the proceedings.
to 1L,

‘The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALL:

l)llt ‘d,- no
art in t

immediately on recei
e Pt
our attitude, and that subject.
N 2y 1 s
Not very mmediately but a few
; later.
days 12

proportionate share of  Muslims jn Governme

coptracts, etc., nt service and

o B MATIOR RAHNIAN MIA  asked:
MatWill Government be pleased to state—
el () The proportiovate share of the Muslins
contracts, etc., of all categorics under Goyerr
(0 Whether the immigrant Muslims haye SO f"'\i'c(:-mnmt A
mcnt}sm‘ﬁvlce and contracts under Goverr;;ng;?tt plheu- share of Govern-
" not, why ! .
(¢) ,,I1t=blc *Maulavi Saiyid Sic MUHAM

I Crast, .
A L"“flmnont service and

Hc ; : IAD SAA B g
'}“116 ((,},_-Thc propoi tionate shares of communit‘lC;D_UuLA replied -
51. Government have been laid dowp ™ In cmployment under the

a circulay is

2 inCi?ﬂ SUe. .t
Erow to whethcrsued SR Shpclan

AR - vy - .
fieg in January 1945, and vary according
authoritics divisional or district basis. The

OV recruitment i
ovinci rovineia] £ . it 1s on a
P THCkE Vallev ¢ 1d  Assam  Valley ar E ; plop*)rt] b : ]
tll;e Surma [alley a1 Y are 23-3 and 14 ons for Muslims of

al Gove‘rnmcnt havtrc aplp_lovcd the same general . Yo )19 per cent. respectwely.
Thouoc,g are under consideration they do not insigt on a rir;.é s for observation when
cont}fli ame percentage basis, as much depends on (6 1,_1tt’<1: (‘dlstrlbution of contracts
on tae - (b)—Immigrant Muslims are included iy th s tor work tendered.
. € total of Muslims in each
Gk (5)__Does not arise.

o

*Speech not corrected
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Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY:
May I ask the Government to follow the principle rigidly as regards contracts on
communal basis ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir  MUHAMMMAD SAADULLA : I am happy
that my Friend has raised this point in a Supplementary Question. 1 wish 1 could
lay down rigid principle so far as contracts arc concerned but by the very nature
of things, Government contracts arc granted on the basis of sealed tenders being called
for and therefore rates in tenders form the main guiding principle in giving contracts
and therefore a very rigid distribution on communal lines is not possible. 1 can
Jay the principle, if tendered rates are equal Government will insist on the com-
munal proportion being given effect to in distribution of contracts.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :  With regard to (4), Sir, may I enquire of the
Hon’ble Prime Minister whether it is a fact that immigrant Muslimms are generally
ignored in getting services in all the Decpartments ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir, my
Friend the hon. Questioner knows that at present Government can give appointments
only on the recommendation of the Public Service Commission. Whenever any
candidates from the immigrant Muslims obtain stich recommendations they are
provided.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Isit nota fact that innumerable appointments
have been made without making any reference to the Public Service Commission and
that in none of those appointments immigrant Muslims have got any chance ?

The Hon’ble MaUI:awi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It is not correct.
Originally, as I n}entloncd two days ago to the House in reply to a Question,
Government on their own accord appointed 79 Sub-Inspectors of Supply but later on
all these appointcd persons were interviewed by the Public Service Commission. They
accepted all except four who were removed from their services. It is also correct to say
that almost all qualified immigrants who applied for service did get appointments.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it not a fact that the immigrant Members of this
House are always agitat_irlg over this question that they are not getting their due share
in the Government service o

| he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It is not so, Sir.
Although they have rcp.rcscntcd the matter personally, I have also explained the Go-
vernment position that in every appointment which is to be filled up by the Public
Service Commission, Government could only appoint if candidates of different commu-
nities do get their recom mendation. Even when the Govcrn{m_:nt want to vary the srder
of preference, then things go out of the hands of the Ministry and final orders rest
entirely in the hands of His Excellency, the Govcrr}or. .

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Is it not a
fact that the District Authorities while making appointments neglect the claims of

i jgrants ? . hy T
the immigranl © \faulavi Saiyid .Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir, it is

The Hon
nps s&aulavi ABPUL BARI CHAUDHURY : May I enquire how these figurcs have
ed at :

rriv s T
been’I%hc Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It is for Provin-
Cial appointmcntSO >

Superintendents of Supplies

Srijut DHIRSINGH DEURI asked :
will Gpvernmen_t be pleased to state—
a) If nine Superintendents of Supplies were appointed last year ?

5y Whether it is a fact that n : p il e
(&) Supplies is a Plains Tribz?ln_g of the above mnne Supcuntendents of

(¢) If so, why ?

52.

4
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The Hon’ble NIau];'wi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

52. (a)—Only cight Superintendents of Supply, one for each of the Plains Dist-
ricts, were appointed last year.

(b)—Yes. No Plains Tribal candidate was recommended for appointment

ast year. -
it (¢)—Superintendents of Supply are appointed on Public Service Comunission’s
recommendation.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CI—IAUDHURI : May I know if communal percentages
were adopted in filling up t!lCS‘C appointments ?

The Hon’l_JlC l\/Ia'ulaw bzuy.xd_ Sir h-‘%UHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir. We
asked the Pu_bltc Service Commmm?n 1o give representation {o all under-represented
communities in the Department of Supply.

r ) So far as I remember, the Public Service
Commission did try to recommend candidates of under-r

] cpresented communities.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDH'URI: May I know why that policy was not
accepted in making these particular appointments, Sir ?

The Hor’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADU LLA: Th
dopted but when the Public Service Commission said that t ;
al

: . here was no suj ndi-
dates from certain particular under-representad ¢ table candi
o

ommunit \
'ait and so the posts had to be filled up from other conn*m.ul1i§tri’esG0Vm L opd ot
Vvie Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI -

Nhat ws s ’ .
Jaid down for those appointments ? . was the minimum qualification
""" The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid “Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD 2
the advertisement before me at the present moment, ULTA: I have not got

sigsement, g o b e o As it we's published in the
Gaz Srij:ut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: W

as t N ¥ 5 .
didates for that service ? as there no application from Tribal
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : v

¢ Tri le but the Publj " es, there wer 4
:qates from Tribal peop ubli O - ;
caﬂdl‘flc‘g*frol n that community. mmission did not recommend
anyor!

at policy was

.

can

¢ Service

payment of compensation for land requisitioned for Militay

Y purposes
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

3. (a) Will Government b_e pleased to sta

5 l.C payment of compensation for lands re
Jated th (b) Will Government be pleased to st
ve determined for each Keyer or Bigh

te tl i :
quisilfiobnasclis on which they have calcu-
ed for ilitary purposes ?

ate the g
i mount of gych ‘
a of land in the Province ? compensation

Fhe Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied «

they ha

a) & (b)—There is no standard schedule ¢
g?étr(ic)t Oﬁ_icers according to the pE‘OdUCriVitY of E hga;:rsl,d
:chc -~ the locality. The hon. Member’s attention i invited
ing I(I;]_]()Wn at pages 3-4 of the memorandum oy, Proceduy t
laflcjvhich has been supplied to hon. Members. e
o

Assessment is
and Cro
6] the g
for R

made by
P values prevail-
eneral instructions
€quisitioning, a copy

n’ble Minister, in case

where people have not
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALJ .

arbitrator, Sir.

, remedy is with the
“Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: If there is any hardghip :
compensation to the people to whom they are ¢, a Bl

; Pply ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR AL, {jhy
Government, who on receipt of the application will ap

n the matter of giving

€Y are to ‘apply to the Provincial
Point an arbitrator.
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Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : In the memorandum, three lasses of iilllllOTiliCS
have been created and this is only for the purpose of Government but there s no pro-
vision, if the people arc hard hit in the matter of getting their duce compensation, as
to whom they are to apply ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Has the hon. M mber not scen the
Defence of India Act and the Rules thereunder ?

Village Welfare Centres in the Assam Valiey
Srijut BELIRAM DAS asked :

54. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Agriculiure be pleased to state—
(@) The number of village welfare centres in the Assam Valley ?
(6) Whether these centres are now sclt-supporting ?
() What work these centres have been  doing towards improving the
condition of the agriculturists and their method of ¢ ultivation ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUT ' A replied :
54. (a)—29.
(6)—No.

(c)—A copy of the programme of work is laid on the Library Table.
- ”, -
Compulsory Primary Education

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS asked : :

55. Will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to make primary
education - compulsory in the Province ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAIIMAN replied
. L J
55.—The matter is receiving attention of Government.

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS: May I get an idea of the time when the Govern-

ment intend .to make primary education compul:ory in the Province -
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMHMAN: ! am afraid I
cannot give the hon. Member any idea of time just at the present moment.

a Ban on public meetings and processions in the Province

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :
56.- Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The ‘rlllamcs of dlstrlcts_ or places in the Province where public mectings are
still under bans, giving dates of imposition of such bans in each case ?

(b) Whether Government are awarc of the great hardships caused to the

public on account .of the banning of public meetings and processions
in the Province ?

() If A% thther‘ Government propose to withdraw the bans ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replicd :

—The power i g o
56'Sk$;3 i rcplc))rt thels exercised by all Deputy Commissioners, and they have
been asxe particulars desired. So far as Government are aware
thesc arc

Cachar, with cffect on the last occas; .
: Prdls : 4 casion for - - februar .
Sylhet, similarly with effect from 14tk n 0?;:315113}(@1}?%';215 [rom 16th February 194?.

o
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Dibrugarh sub-division, similarly with effect from 22nd June 1944,
North Lakhimpur sub-division, similarly with effect from 7th October 1944,
Kamrup, similarly with eflect from 6th February 1945,
(b)—Government are aware of no hardships caused by the order wwhich gives
ample powers of relaxation in favour of meetings for reagonable and necessar
(¢)—Does not arise.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Wil Government be pleased to say
whether the reports asked for from the Deputy Coramissioners will be made available
to the Members of this House?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

*Srijut MAHI CGHANDRA BORA: A.mI. to understand that
on holding public meetings so far ;1s..thc district of Now

The Hon’ble }’[aula\'l Saiyid Sir I\'IU_ IAMMAD
han has been puhhshcd,. but the Deputy Commissione;
e siion to hold meetinos.
1')c'r1'ﬂ‘:;rijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: .Hut the curious fact so far
" —ncerned is that the D'cputy Qnmnnssiuncr promul(rmocf o i
is con ining public mectings until further orders ang p. an order in August
10741.]‘2 tll)l‘rcl: Hon’ble Premier be kind enouzh to enquire iml:_)lt Hi}n 'S still continuing.
Will he Hom'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADILY i

Srijut GAUR! KANTA TALUKDAR: Tsitafacr thay oo, Very well.
equired for receiving permission from the Deputy Commissi e R el
redf e Honble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD § A‘.\%‘G‘”‘S-

amissioners want sufficient time to make an enquiry a5 lrt‘trw-c%JLA:
g ople who will be participating in these moct; aE )
js

Y purposes.

No, Sir
there 1s no ban
vgong is concerned?
:S."\.-\l)ULL:\ + No general
3. are empowered to grant

as Nowgong

The Deputy

’ e purpose and
; ngs il
the p({ .en asked for. '85- Therefore three days’ time
].ln-s ){_‘. 3 & 3 i 4 I . =
Srijut GAU.I\I KANTA 'IALF;JI\D.\R. Does it not create . -

Jding a meeting 1n urgent cases? nconvenience in
ho e Hon’ble 1\4;11,11:1\’1.5-’11Y!d -‘.nr_ I\IU{*I:\T\.'II\’IAD SAADU

. inconvenience in holding ~a meeting but i¢ 414 s JLLA : It may
n]]C( Deputy Commissioners i’ they do not get any time % iNConvenience to
the

E O enqyuir

of the meeting. _ quire as to the
bonagﬁj‘lft GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: TIs i not a fact th
is full of spics?

at the whole i
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD gA o

| R A iy ADULLA4 . :
Friend but Government is not keeping g, * Itmay be know
to my Mo \IRT KANTA TALUKDAR: Are" go SPY. i -
S’;H.E;t (?élﬂships' are cnusf'd_‘]_"?" these ordcf(;?(\)ul:{? St aware of the fact
that & om villages to take permission from the Oepuy (éc beople who have to
comey o e i ¥ OMmissioner, spending
mOnThe Hon’bie *faulavi _‘Sa-lyil =y ]MUYIAMMF\D SAAD
¢ wants to hgld_‘ TageLngs liilctt“m}?e ];:ld days and Sb‘endULLA: Surely, it gny
or;ndals and printing  pampiicts, Y b Prepared ¢, Mgy in_ building
inconvenwlléi‘iﬂ{l KANTA TALUKDAR : Iy it “ndergo all  these

ut : e w1 Qe . Z\.lu_\;u.,
sl n’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sit MUHAMMA R g, % £0 hold pyiy; s RS
The Ho . s of steli e §AADU[ bublic meetings, Sir?
but we have got bitter Ckpm’ep&: -ljn‘uc' ! Meetings, e LA Tt not q?u\;urys
u % anitaria auv S 3 < L @ 3
i)n order to heltP aﬁ?fg;ﬁi:?f 1](:(1 by myql.l'i?é‘i? "ﬂi\-}ertai llmt\:l:li ?21 you, Sir, attended
ist party ae v, K,p. ¢ld in Shilione by the
Cummuni? found that all the songs tl15¢ Nary o tilong by
e we founc c ; 3% that rOL‘l] : na, Slndl R Vh
we went  ther enitoned 0 my [y led 5 1 Roy. When
were ' seditious. When Ix rna-;‘(cmmadc a litﬁol “el}d, My, Lﬁ\) ATt of the entertainment
that g dthelie Song'&l‘,l ;:: less money c011'( (‘Stqdluous T;P()p(l)y aé)out it: he replied
- there Wi ; ) “Cllony, gyl e id d the
meeting anc . be take : s 1 not atten
: ~at yrtunity may N to diggepq: shows
of publlc meeting, oppt CHAUDH Mingte o 1: > that on the plea
a lact that the Deputy
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Commissioners have no authority to grant permission for holding public meetings
without previous consultation with the Government.?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, they have
got full authority. :

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : May I know what is the state of things in
Sibsagar? Is it in the same category as Nowgong?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMALD SAADULLA: 1 am not aware
of that.

The Asssam Local Board Eleciions (Emergency Provisions) Bill, 1945

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now we will take up the consideration of the Assam
Local Board Elections (Emergency Provisions) Bill, 1945,  Discussion on the *Amend-
ment of Mr. Rabindra Nath Aditya may continue.

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think an cmbarassing situation
was created yesterday when I spoke on the Amendment of Mr. Rabindra Nath
Aditya. I now realise that I was not in order. Therefore I will take my
opportunity at the last stage of the Bill.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the
Amendment. Sir, my hon. Friend, the Mover of the Amendment has made it perfectly
clear to the House that our rights have been curtailed by the Government. The
other dav, the Hon’ble Premier said that they had done justice to all the communi-
ties concerned. He moreover said that the basis of arriving at the present allot-
ment was the mean of the three factors that should be considered. Sir, I think it
would be better on my part if I place before the House the number of existing
seats of the Local Boards as well as the number that has been allotted by the Go-
vernmet according to which the next election will take place and I shall prove
by facts and figurcs that the bogy of the ‘mean’ is all camoulflage.

I shall take first of all the subdivision of Dhubri. Existing seats—planters=
nil, Muhammadans—9_ Non-Muhammadans=12, Appointed —=4, Total—=25. According
to the present al]otmen,t, planters=nil, Muhammadans—14, Hindus=8, Scheduled

castes— 1’ Plains r_[‘ri})al:?, Ap]’)Oiﬂth::3, '.110tall:33.

Goalpara Subdivision.—Existing, seats—Planters—=nil, = Muhammadans=5, Non-
Muhammadans—8, Appointed=3, Total—=16. According to the present allotment,
planters—nil, Muhammadans=10, Hindus=4, Scheduled castes=1, Plains Tribal=3,
Appointed=3, Total=21. '

Tezpur.—Existing seats -—plantcrs:ﬁ, Muhammadans=2, Non -Muhammadans=11,
appointed—4, Total=23. According to the present allotment—Planters==6, Muham-
madans=4, Hindus=11, Scheduled castes=1, Plains Tribal=2, Appointed:?»,
Total=27.

Mangaldai.—FExisting seats—Planters=6, Muhammadans=2, Non-Muhammadans
=12, Appointed=3, Total=23. According to the present allotment—Planters=6,
Muhammadans=7, Hindus=10, Plains Tribal=2, Appointed=2, Total=27. And out
of these 2 Appointed, one will go to the Scheduled Castes people.

Nowgong.—Existing seats—Planters=5, Muhammadans=5, Non-Muhammadans==
10, Appointed=3, Total=23. According to the present allotment=Planters=5,
Muhammadans=11, Hindus=9, Scheduled castes=2, Plains Tribal=4, Appointed=2,
Total=33. -

* Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA moved :

That in sub-clause (1), for the words and figures ‘‘15th June, 1945 occurring in the fourth line,
tl}alc wtords and figures ‘*31st March, 1946*° be substituted and the following be added ~as a proviso
thereto. .

“‘Provided that the Provincial Government shall in the meantime take the approval of both the
Houses of Legislature with regard to the proposed re-distribution of seats and revision of constituencies
of the Local Boards’.
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Jorhat.—Existing Planters— 6, Muhammadan=3, Non-Muhammadan=11, Appoin-
ted=3, Total=23. According to the present allotment Planters=6 Muhammadan,
=3, Hindu=12, Scheduled=1, Plains 1ribal=2, Ahom=1, Appointed=2, Total

=2T7.
Plan- Muham- Non- Hindu Sche- Plains Tri- Ahom Appointed Total
ters madan Muham- duled bal
madan
Sibsagar.
et irier 7 2 11 «
Existing .o .. x o0 - 3 23
Present allotmen 7 2 . 10 1 1 4 ) 27
(1 reserved for
Golaghat. Plains Tribal)
- 6 2 11
Existing = b i = ~& 4 23
Present allotment 6 2 < 11 1 3 1 3 97
D"bmgar}l.
.t . 10 3 10
Lixisting o Wi 5
I)rcscnt Sl“Otﬂ'lLHt 10 3 . 10 1 2 2 o gg
North Lakhimpur,
i 6 2 10
Existing sl 5 .- e ) 9 5
Present allotment ) < 7 1 2 1 5 52
Gauhali.
e 2 5 u 16
Existing - o 3 - i
t 2 1 1 . S 28
Present allotmen 4 2 4 2 33
Barpeta-
i . nil 5 11 ..
Existing vt il 12 o 10 1 e e 5 1
Present allotmen 1 2 2 37
. (1 reserved for
Silchar. . " . Plains Kachari)
. - v - S .. .
I,Ii:;]g:::l&allolmcnt 7 9 - 7 2 ¥ o5 ; ~23
. o 27
FHailakandi- ’ L g
Exislftn%]immcnt 5 11 .- S 1 iy 4 20
Presc ae 2 24
Sylhet. (1 reserved for
North 2 i 1o 5 1\'1llhamn1adan)
s xisting i & .-
PE;I:”t allotment 4 18 6 3 . : ”6
rest ; 2 22 .. 3
Habig™: 4 11 10 l i
Existing o 17 7 Lon
Present allotme o 3 - X 3 28
MaulvibazaTe 6 7 7 . 3
xisting o o ..
Pfcsmt allotment 6 4 & ’ 2 ) 3 23
; 2
Sunamaanjs i 10 8 i s
Existing e 5 o w .
Prescnt allotment nil 18 s 7 3 : .. 4 29
Karimganj- ) , . Wi 2 30
Existing o > 8 -
Present allotment 6 14 ‘e 6 2 v .. - VR 26
o .. 2 30

(1 reserved for
Muslims)
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+ Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a point of information.  Doés {
the Hon’ble Minister accept these figurcs as correct?
The Hon’blz Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: 1 think they
are; but I cannot verify them.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Where did the hon. Member get these figures from?
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: From the Local Boards, Sir.
TSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I want to know whether the figures
* for the present distribution of scats are accepted as correct.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The IHon’ble Minister says that he is not in a
position to verify them. '
+Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : jut he does not challenge those
figures.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: How can he challengze them? T have
got those figures from the Local Boards. ‘

FSrijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If these figures are accepted as ~
correct, we can make our submission on the basis of these figures.

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: The figures
that are supplied to the Local Boards are correct, but I cannot say whether my hon.
Friend has committed any mistake in taking them down ond placing  them before P d
the House. ‘

Mr. BAIDYANATH NIOO.I\'.[";R‘]]'ZI':: Let the Hon’ble Minister verily these ligures. —

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Unless there is any objection as to the accuracy
of these figures, the House can accept them as  correct.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I shall first take up the North
Sylhet Subdivision. So far as the Piantcrs arc concerned, the number of their scats
remains unaltered. So, I shall take up the other cummunities. According  to the
Muhantmadan seats and 7 non-Muhamimadan

P - -

~existing arrangement there are 12

seats; according to the present allotment the number of Muhamadan seats has been
raised to 18, and so far as the non-Muhammadan scats are concernced, Hindus
have got 6, and Scheduled castes 2, making a total of 8. That is, whereas the
figure for the Muhammdans has been raised from 12 to 18, that lor non-
Muhammadans has been rased from 7 to 8 only.

Now, Sir, I shall comparc the population figures as arrived at by the 1921 and
1941 Censuses on the basis of which the existing arrangements and the
present allotment have, respectively been made. "The non-Muhammadan population
according to the 1921 Census was 1,44,500 (in round numbers), and the number
of seats allotted was 7. ,

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: This isnot
correct, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May Iknow the correct ligure then?

| =

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA "CHANDRA GHAKRAVARTY: Tshall give

it in proper time. ; : .
Mr. BAIDYNATH MOOKERJEE: Then I say my figurc 1s correct.

. According to the 1941 Census the figure was 1.60,606, and 8 seats have been :

allotted and so far Muhammadans are concerned the 1921 figurc was 3,81,300 and
according to 1941 it is 4,90,400. Now, Sir, in the case of the Hindus the increase in the
population is about 10 per cent. where as they have got only one scat more; but in
the case of the Muhammadans the. increase of population is about 28.5 per cent.
or 28.6 per cent. but they have got six seats more which is an increase of about 50 per
cent. of the previous allotment.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Base your calculation on the total
and not on the increase?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Now, Sir, I shall take another subdivision |
from the Assam Valley. |

1 Speech not corrected
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The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: It seems that the hon. Member is identifying
non-Hindu seats with the Hindu secats ; the existing seats are non-Muhammadan but
the hon. Member is talking of scats allotted to the Hindus. .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Previously there was one heading only
as non-Muhammadan but they have now been subdivided into Hindus, Scheduled
Castes, Ahom, Tribal, etc.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member began by saying that the
existing Hindu seats are such and such and the allotment is this. It is rather
misleading. R o :

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: But there s only one head—non-
Muhamadans, Sir, at present and I am giving them head by head according to present
allotments ;1s‘waI]. _I think it would be l)ctic_r for me to explain and it is not’ my fault,
but it is the Iault; ol .thcl G.(-)\-'c'f“mncnt. Previously they were only non-Muhammadans
but now nct;orcllng to l"lc‘lllallﬂllg(‘)ln(_‘nls .l}jq non-Muhammadans have been divided

Hindus, SCh_edu}?'d Castes, Plains  “Iribal  and Ahoms, etc. So I am using
ent names for different allotments. =

dim.fl‘hc Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The reasons for the new
iven Dy the Hon’ble Premier the other day.
57 Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE I mean to say that he is including the

> n-Muhammadans under the he: g o -
thc no TR, _the head Scheduled Castes, 1'ribal Plains and
etc., and by this injustice is being done.

into

allotment of seats were

wtnl ol
Ahoms, Ei— sl
#Chan Hal.mdm- I\-[{lula\-l M:.R.AMAI. ALI: The hon. Mcember has just said
that the scats for the Hindus have been increased by one. Does he mean to say that
his increase by one includes all the non-Muhammad g
% Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Yes,
Now, Sir, let us take the )cnsc of ;\'Iang_aldai subdivision According to 1921
census the Hindus were 1,306,000 and according to the 1941 census their popu-
Jation is 1,97,000. S“i_; “:lc htxullahout the mean and 1 want to show how that
mean has been (‘.dl('.l,l)dlc " -ml to understand that the Hindu population w:ich
has increased Dy 6115‘()20, - n‘tc'lt- 301[111% more land  or giving more local rates than
what they d'd{\“‘ 11)“ t.dcu);[ ”“‘]L(zl “1'1)“'311 basis the existing allotment of seats
; » At. that time they ha 2 seats and thev ar ; . S
made ! = S S > 1ey are bein % A ¢
Of thosc 12 seats 2 are for the Plains Tribal,  Now Sirg Efl?;{f]ll.z.ipm i
S Esle Government  will _]lusuly this allotiment ? F()l'll](‘liy 'flf:rc‘}\ as ](J]j] what
1l 3 e : 3c e 2 % vere o Sed
!),ul they have "tf P‘t‘is‘fmﬂli l:]ublil(;c- I‘I.IIUTIIJL] of 12‘ Seats including 2 seats [brﬁetr}l]ts
d)]aius Tribal fltld .01| 1L61 O(I)ltl . -y the total remains the same wh?:rca' the incre
I “he population is by 0en and that 1s not also in 4 very lare H Ic.mmcnsc
mh'tvc already’ Stafec, in 931 it was. 1,36,000 and oy it is i ‘T”C 01801)]1 ey
I Gjr. another point. I population s alone takep into consid, ,000.
; ii' therc were 7 scats for the Muh"‘-“nnﬂduns for a 1 1‘j01_131dm-‘;1t10n by Govern-
d only 12 scats were allotted to the non-Mu| Population of 88,000, on what
grov mbef’ ie., 1,97,000 ? 1ammadans, which means double
" nu ) : : . 2 "
the Now I shall ta};c ILhc case of bunarqgalg subdivision Accord:
Hindus were 2,03,000. But according to 1947 conen ccording to 1921 census
th[c hammadans according to 1921 census were 3,07 000 sus. Hindus are 2,20,000 and
i 4,17,000. Now, Sir, mark the ])ercent;lgc’ of i)ut according to 1941 census

they arc =, AT : : : ncrease fr i
cand OF Muhammadans in comparison with the increase of perLct;!l?ln 1Uf to 18 J}ntjnhe
‘entage o population

Coich was 3,07,000 and fL,lT,IOOP and the increase iy the seats is 1 8. The
ercentage of 1ncreasc in population is 33 or 34 Whereas the jnee oAl Y T,
P 90 per cent. Of course, there is reason. The Hop Cp SRS i mONe

ans ?

WS
now.

ment

. i o ) ble Min; sl :
share quite all right. He is not here but the pPoor Hon'hle NI‘\'AIWSLFF has taken his
o Hailakandi is here I find for a popul luister-in-charge coming

; ation of g5 «
been allotted 11 seats in  other words there 83,853 Muham madans they have

\ 1S one \ ; . ) i )
whereas for the 11,331 of the Scheduled Castes people ilﬁil;n}l];s;tn.iox 7,?1;3 pc;(f;)ils
ik o : ‘ grven only one .
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Now I come to Karimganj. The population of Muhammadans at present.
according to 1941 census is 3,11,881, but the seats allotted are 14, Therefore per seat
the population is. 22,277. ( A worwce—15 seats, one by nomination. ) I am leaving
that. So far as the Scheduled Castes people are concerned, their number is 88,213 for
which they have been allotted 2 scats ; so it comes to this, for 44,106 persons they have
been allotted one seat

So far as the Hindus are concerned, the number is 1.56,704.  They have been
allotted 6 seats, that is, for every 26,117 persons there has been allotted 1 seat. ..

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. Member want to exhaust all the
subdivisions ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : No, Sir, 1 have not exhausted all the
subdivisions, g

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does he want to exhaust all the subdivisions ?

It will be useless, Sir: I have shown from different quarters from the Assam Valley,
from Sylhet and Cachar districts, from the Hon’ble Revenue Minister’s subdivision,
from the Hon’ble Local Self-Government Minister’s subdivision and also from the
Hon’ble ex-Local Self-Government Minister’s subdivision.

*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : Sir, when no other hon. Member has been
able to secure the scheme and when the hon. Member has been able to secure it,

- I think, it will be better if he exhausts all the subdivisions.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The bon. Member may go on. :

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE :  Sir, so far as the seats for the Planters
are concerned, I have already said that when they have heen kept as they were, I have
got very little to comment but the other day I requested the Hon’ble Prime  Minister
to let the House know why no scat was reserved for the Indian Planters and the Hon’ble
Prime Minister was kind enough to remark that he would be coming to that point, but
most probably he has forgotten. Now, Sir, I request the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge
to kindly make a note of it so that when he replics | may get my answer regarding
non-reservation of seats for the Indian Planters.

Now, Sir, about appointinents. So long we heard that these appointments of
nominated seats were kept handy in the hands of Government only to protect the
interests of the minority communities. Now, Sir, I have shown that according to
present allotment all the minority communitics except the Indian” T'ea Planters, of
course, have got their separate seats reserved for them. Now, may [ ask whether there
is any more justification according to them to keep nomination ?  When interests of all
the minority communities have already been satisficd then for whom these nominations
have been kept ? _Is it for showing favours to certain persons or on any other ground ?
I want to know from the Hon’ble Minister on this peint as well.

Now, Sir, I have placed both the existing and allotted scats of all the subdivisions
before this House and I have particularly dealt with some of the subdivisions of both
the Valleys and itis up to the hon. Members now to judge whether these seats have
been allotted according to the rules, i.e., on the basis of the mean of all the three

The Hon’ble the SPE Gl hope the hon. Member will finish.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEI%) ¢ Ishall try to linish very soon, Sir.

I Sh,all now CO,nCIUd? my speech, Sir, with two more remarks. Sir, the other day
the Hon’ble Premicr said that though all the Ministers were not unanimous on the
point, by the Pocimil ! II;lCal]_, Sir, the allocation of scats, but still it was the decision of
the (;,.abll’lCl_'. B cyl ave given effect to it accordingly. Now, I would request the
Hon ble Mlm_stpr-m—cr?ar_gc of Local Self- Jovernment Department to state what his
individual opmthHSir“dtShln this matter, just to clarify his position.  And I shall make
anpthcwcq&ms :)tL W:mt tat the other day we heard a vicarious defence. We are tired
of it. cdon 0 hear this vicarioyus reply.  'The Hon’ble Minister-in-charge
will please reply to our queries and meet the positi Sir_ it ol ) :
that only at the time of voting and = position. oir, l.l Is very paintul to remark

£ and only at the time of drawing the salaries we find ten
*Speech not corrected, ]
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persons, but it is practically or:e man’s show and we do not like this
With these words, Sir, I resume my seat. =~ ~
Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN : Mr, Speaker,
emulate the example of my hon. Friend, Mr. Mookerjee,
sed distribution of seats and revision of constituencies,
be referred to in the third reading of the Bill
remarks on this: . :
Yesterday you had rightly ruled in the case of my hon. Friend Mr. Goldsmith,
that these would properly come under discussion during the debate at the last stage of
the Bill. So, Sir, I will confine myself to the simple. .. g
The Hon’ble‘the SEEAKER.: - Any discussion about the distribution of seats would
be relevant in view of what the hon. Member has just now said, because by showing

that some of the distribution of seats was not fair, the Members would be supporting
A endment.
the S\:ll];': SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN : Thank

. i 1 1

. of this point. To me, Sir, the Amcndme:}t before the Ho)llos:,iss\l;’l-f;c’:'thel eluc'lrdla-»
Um;lendmcnt sceks to postpone the elect on_ l'1|_l the 31st of March 1946) .linplc' oy
fnaettiﬂg the approval of the proposed rc*(h‘s.tnbuti(m of seats and revis;vg s [t* i€ object
- (:?ie_q by both the Houses of Leg‘Slf_{l}'l’ev Sir, Tam Sorry that I have c; kst
X}nendmem moved by my hon. .l' ”.e“d’ Mr. Aditya, " My ﬁrqt‘ obj Otpppose th{s

:ut‘“d ment is one of form. 1 ]mn’ inclined to thm_k that the ‘Amcl;dmelffc mnh tobthls
A‘ ht before this House, is beyond the scope of the Bill. The Bil] seel, as has been
bloiitul'll‘ section of the Act and the Amendment 1 secks to amend a
et 2

the Act must, therefore
tion and that section Is, 51 S X lcne, be confined to that
secC

Hon'ble the SPEAKER @ No, it is not an amy,
The-r(-ct ; it is a perfectly new Bill. It does not
Act, but it is an original Bill.

- SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN: vy Sis
ut o section 9 of the Assam Local Self-Go\rermn’m]t“-Agut t]}g:l;copélof' the Bill
. ause 2 of

df tl :
Ctlons 1¢ Assam Local Self-Govern-

Emergency =
( gency Provisions) Act,

position at all.

Sir, T will not
by referring to the propo-
Sir, this matter may pertinently
and for which occasion I will reserve my

ending Bill,

amend any The hon. Member

is not cot of the sections of the

cxisting
Srij
is limited t

C eads : N . . i
the Eg}ortwifhsmndmg anything contained in section 9

_ 5. or in the Assam Local Board 1]e
ment ACl’ulqg 1[::(,)(::11 Board elections, etc.”
19445.01)&1', my contention is that this Bill s limjseq in itg SCope by th
50, * S thi
clause€ 2-‘ Hon’ble the SPEAK]_T.R : Has the hon, Mernbﬂ‘ y 8 ‘cl
gt h.(‘qnd Reasons of ther ]‘3111 ? 9 :
Sryju s Amendment is passed as has bee 5

511131)05i11_g th;‘(g) of the parent Act which wil]
:C

ause—

Noticed
oticed the Statement of

S T xigd

. v
" Proposed, jt will c;lu fome 5 that,
remain y e

; i : A I direct conflict
ith s€ tios that view of things, I think this Ame naffecteq by th
So, S”i’ {II(-)—IIEH’MC fhe SPEAI&ER: Which Amend?lirsfnpt 1S not i oxdcrls amendment
The SURENDRANATH BURAGOHA]N .

Srijut e Aditya : The Amendmen

Fl’iﬁnd) Mr' y_ . - IR - . .
hcu’l.Thc Hon’ble _the bPEAK}l{:‘B_ 1'1]1? entire
' Sriju,t Egliggf?lll}e‘iglﬁzlt bﬁgrr{l?g?nl;légl\lie out of ( enlire Am(. 4 %
he pro Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Docs the hon, - pp. Order. ndment, Sir.
viso is out of order ? Yer

- 3 Serigu " a
that this })rgURENDl{ANAfI'H BURAGOHAIN . Sly press thls pﬂlﬂt

 Pragr t s Y L3
havebﬁjf;eln benefited if the hon. Advocate Genera] eﬁa{?‘r, I do. Thiz Hieuss sronld

opinion on this point. s

The Howble the SPEA.KER‘ : That point hag not ;
therefore there 1s no z}ecesslty for me t.o give Tllling of tin een raised up till now and
Member want any ruling fromme T will certainly giye ; ¥ Own accord, but if the hon. -

N present to give his

ive it.
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Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN: I would ask for your ruling, Sir
on this point. g
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Very well.

Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN: My next contention is that assuming
that the provizo is in order, whatsis the object to be achieved 2 By this proviso to the
Amendment he wants that the proposed redistribution of scats and the revision of con-
stituencies are to be considered by the Houses of Legislature. 7l his can very easily be
done during this month as the Government already told us, the other day, that they
had prepared their proposals in this matter.  As the Gazette notification has not yet been
pul)lished, this proposal can be laid hefore the House during this session as the
Assembly is going to sit till the 24th of this month. If, Sir, more time bhe needed, this can
easily be secured by moving His Excellency the Governor.,  So far as the Upper House
is concerned, the adjourned sitting ol that House is to commence on the 26th of this
month. If my hon. Friend’s object was really to get hoth the Houses consider the
proposals, he could as well have achieved this object by insisting on  this to be done
within the two and half months’ time that has been allowed in the Bill. So, Sir, I think
that his object is really not to get both the Houses consider the proposals but his object
is merely to get the election postponed. He wants to lead the THouse into a trap.

Sir, my Friend is perhaps now awakened to  the apprehension of" the provision of
seats to the non-Muslim minorities—the Ahoms, the Scheduled Castes and the Tribals,
whe have hitherto not been recognised for the purpose of these l.ocal Boards. Sir,
when you cannot defeat, the policy should be to delay ; that is the strategy of my hon.
Friend. When the Government came forward with their Bill last year to get the election
postponed for one year, my hon. Friend, Mr. Aditya, was very loud in his protest,
but today when the Governaent has come forward with  provision ol seats to the
minorities he wants that the election should be  postponed  for one whole yvear.  Sir, his
object seems to me is to see that the injustice done to those minorities should be con-
tinued, if not perpetuated. ,

He has come forward with another argument for the postponement of clection
and that argument does not at all impress me. [ think most ol the hon. Members
of this House also will not be impressed by that. He has chosen the plea  that the
election would take place at a time when mud and monsoon would create
difficulties. My hon Friend is a sturdy lieutenant of a  party whose creed s civil
resistance. Sir, it seems to me that he has taken the cue from the military resister,
being himsell a civil resister. Sir, we have known ol several occasions when mud and
monsoon had been our allies in this war.,  In the carly days of war in 1939, during
the Polish campaign, it was mud and monsoon which stood in the way ol rapid German
advance into the heart of Polish territories.  Three years ago in our own [rontier it was
mud and monsoon which stood in the way of rapid advances of the Japanese into our
hearths and homes. And now my hon. Fricnd has taken advantage of this plea of
mud and monsoon of May and June to get the election postponed.

So, Sir, I do not think my hon. Friend is sincere in bringing forward this Amend-
ment in the present form and I am sorry that I cannot extend my support to his
lix‘{mendment. With these few words, Sir, T beg to oppose this Amendment before the

ouse. 3 ;

The Hon 316 the SPEAKER :  With regard to the point of order raised I find
that the Amendment moved by Mr, Aditya, 7.e., the sccond part of his Amendment is
quite in order, 1n view of the reasons given by Government in the Statement of Objects

Reasons of the Bill. H . : < . :
and eason . . owever I wiil give my final opinion later on. Further
discussion may continue now, 5 y P

Srijut R.O}SIN;[‘ é’(UMAR CHAUDHURT :

1 ; L wi :
b 2h, trhoc 2;gdua§d0mo‘?;§r]?mcnt will be with regard-to the Amendment which has
becnt}zna‘?e o mm){()my hon_. Friend, Mr. Aditya. ButI guess the Govern-
Iﬁc?vble Sir Saadulla’s (“()‘\/f( > P their mind. It has always been the policy o° the
o Jovernment to have the election  postponed with a  view to

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not know

B
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bring forward a comprehensive Bill by which the system of nomination would be
abolished altogetheir. T interpret the Amendment of Mr. Aditya as an attempt to give
Government an opportunity to bring forward a Bill of that kind to which they are
practically committed. I therefore do not understand the reason of the haste with'
which my Friend, the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Local Self-Government, wants to
hold the clection.  Sir, my Friend on the right, Mr. Mookerjee, has made out a very
strong case for revision of the whole distribution of the seats, as planned by Government.
A very ugly situation has been created.  There is a general impression that this method
of distribution is intended as a blow to the Hindu community and it is.very unfortunate
that a Hindu Member of the Cabinet should be responsible for infliction of that blow.

It is also very unfortunate that there is a general impression that  the overpower-
ing and domineering Member of the Czll)t_uvt In the petson of the Hon’ble Premier is’
1-cspousiblc for Ehl:‘i action and it is also S:_llld- Eh:l[ the R’linisnrr-in-(:llargc ol* the Local
Self-Government 1s under the overpowering influence of the Hon’ble Premier. But
I do not subscribe to any sut_‘:h.\*le\\.'-. Burt it s‘}muld not be inferred  that my long per-
sonal attachment with the Mn}lst_er—ln-clmrgc' is responsible for this view. I-feel certain
that this unsatisfactory state}oi things is rather due to the haste in which the whole thing
was done Sllj, the d_lm(fl;l.;:m\lln_ the m;lticr_ofvlectum during the monsoon may be
ignored by stulldy F}?rh?".h PRE SLUs Buragohain. But I;\‘ﬂ}’ that such difficulties will by no
means be small at ‘Jn“ll]}_'f“.”_l)"‘” ”.l the country.  Elections are generally not held
during this season. I therefore appeal to the :

Hon’ble Minister f; self
: : ster for. Local Self-Govern-
ment to accept the Amendment put forward by Mr. Aditya. Bven if he is not prepared

to go to the length of ;1(:(‘:*‘1)1.1:1.3)“1{‘ l?f”““_‘m of consulting both the Houses by bringing
in a Bill he would, T hope, agree to sit around the table and consult various represen-
tatives of the Houses in order to im(_l out an equitable method of distribution of seats.
1f he makes pl..lbll(t all the facts in luslpussessmn from  which he has acrived st those
figures it is quite probable that the misunderstanding which has been created in the
minds of some Members will vanish. Tt is also quite probable that he shall b ble to
convince us as to the reasonability ol mcreasing some seats for the }:iind‘u ,E) 2L T
and probably we shall also “accept those  reasons, Therefore, Sir, i w'llLl lmmum_ty
reasonable on the .P‘“'[_”f (10\.?(’1']111'1(:!1[ to accept the Amendment ot" M li\d_Je ng
postpone the election till the 31st March 1946 : slibya, an

. 1 do not knos :
: " s e v exactly what iti :
FEuropean Group will take. But, if I remind them of what one oi:l S?;illt‘m;ai}::

ers in the year 1938 said, 1 suppose they will also aor :
f:ﬁ:nlzgen put ['r)rwz‘tl‘(‘l. Slir‘: Nlh"]. Clllayl?n who was ope ol}:lj.;\ieRt}]elllllalc):c:-:lt?-ntc]?:ﬁ?irgl.‘wh
Group in the course (-mr.l.,“i E'riJE} 5 l“ I—;he Assam Local § clt'—Gove‘rnment‘ J(E\ pt“:ln
ment) Bill Sl -m| l, ,f'.llhlc:‘m e fouse by Srijut Siddhi Nath Sar o
te1n the first place we have been given lh(*‘ a (.,‘ l‘ SETIIE _Smd“f'
1O comr:_fOl‘Wil_l'('l"V_‘r_ll its (-)\vn Local S(:ll-(}ovem“mnt BilL. .llﬂ\iel nment itsell is
ThC whole subjzct will again lm\? to be gone over, > and when this happens,

Now, 0 deal_ w1t'h the Bill itself, In the first
' rinciple of nomination.  Apparently now.y.q
ﬂ-le pssion we had on the floor of this Houge onl
dllicuGovemmcm nominates they are bound

. b ]

iﬁCme‘]U{:h: aggrieved........ e

So, Sir, the position of the Europeans at

the time

_ ISALL ] - . as thg "

» comprehensive Bill in which the system of Nominatjon m'tclrll;lt they_ e B
1ight be dispensed with. But

: > position today ? If we aceept this distrile s
what is th= ] . — ot this distrilyug
o ‘thc Government to bring forward a Bill sooy Al‘ter?::)l(zlf' seats then we cannot urge
bodies will be formed with nominated seats and they \ill ing the election the new
more. So, the number of seats to be filled !
considerably. _ ‘There is another ground why ‘the electiop should
concerns the Planting Community. [ they were taking t b=
did not deserve, they shoulc_l now ask for revisiop, of thge Oo‘m
seats as they cannot remain content with the seats whichl?ll
them, because with the expansion of the strength of (he Joe

ssurance that e

place it propose
ays no one
Y two days ago
to be persons

! s to do away with
likes nomination and the
g0oes 1o show that whoever
and communities who feel

oo continue for g ars
by Homination || have to ﬁl:eied}:leccd
be postponed. This
any seats, which they
esent  distribution of the
ave now been - allotted to
al bodies, there must be a
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proportionate increase in the number of seats from their Community as well.  Now, the
silence of the Leader of the Planting Group leads me to only one inference and  that is
that they are getting more scats than what they deserve and their excess has not been
curtailed under the present distribution of seats.  Either this or the fuct that  whatever
comes from the Congress Group must be opposed will be the explanation of the Euro-
pean Group in this House. Now. Sir, in order to remind the Hon'ble Prime Minister
what was the Government position in the year 1938 I may just rcad out a few sentences
of what Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-Roy had said at that time. He was in charge of the Local
Self-Government'Department. He said : ¢ Sir, on behalf of the Government I oppose
this moticn. Some of the principles incorporated in this Bill are very revolutionary an
will make the administration of the Local Boards very diflicult”™.  We are not concerned
with that, Sir. Then he said :  “‘As far as the rlm.-.si:mn of nomination is concerned, we
ourselves have decided to abolish nomination . That was said as long ago as in
the year 1938. Further he said: * Government are going to introduce a Bill in the
next session. I have actually drafted the Bill. T have it here with me. We want to
introduce communal electorate in place of nomination 1o give representation to  the
different communities ”. Sir, that Bill was there in 1937-38. It was drafted and it must
be.with the Government. It was there. Tt was the decision of the Government to
introduce a new Bill from 1937. Then again, from 1937 to 1941 no such Bill was
introduced and again from 1942 to 1945 no such Bill has yet seen the light of the day. I
can well appreciate the position of my hon. Friend, the Minister-in-charge ol the Local
Self-Government. I think he shares the view which 1 hold. We must not disficure
a Statute by introducing communal legislation.  That may be one of  the reasons, but
he has done something worse than that by adopting a system of cominunal representa-
tion by his executive orders cven without consulting either the Members of this House or
the Members of the Upper House.  Even if the ratio ol communal representation were
brought before this House, we would have the opportunity of criticising it or modifying
it. Not only we, but the Members of the Upper House would have got that  opportu-
nity. Sir, I welcome the _Amcndmr:nt put forward by my Friend, Mr. Aditya, on the
round that he wants to give an opportunity to the Government to come with some
cort of legislation so that we can sec how far we can support the p:ovisions of  that Bill
and how far we disagree from that.

Furthermore, Sir, we arc still being guided Ly the Local Self-Government Act
of 1915 and it will be interesting to know what the Hon’ble Minister of the day, Mr.
Nichols Roy, had said about this Aﬁt'. He said : ¢ The Act as it is, Sir, is somewhat
obsolete ; there are - many  scctions which ought not to bhe in the Act for
example the sections relgardmg village authority which has been rcpcnltrFI_ by
the Assam Rural .‘_u,-lf-(;oylcrnment Act.  Our proposed Bill makes some provisions
to amend thesc scclions. T'he Act, as T have said, has many defects and in my
view will have to be amcrzdclcal_. Most of the sections will remain and many will
have to be amended.. On th“fn il we shall have a Committee which will deal thorough-
ly with the whole questlo?- 5 lrerti lf no use of having piecemeal legislation.  When we
deal with the ‘1‘"’51‘0 AO the Local Self-Government Act ; it is better for
revise the whole Act and deal with the many defects that ‘it has,

us to

Sir, those I‘Fmi“gliss i:ta;:ﬂl inaf‘ true  now as it - was in those days. The
obsolete Act of st Those orce. There was an attempt made to bring an
amendment tO that ; Papers must be with the Government now and it

would not be dlfrif‘}}tt:}(;rlf}gisa’llcﬁl?e{‘ of tbc Cabinet to take up the work of amending
the whole :Act.an lfu-ncsi' : "t.mc mister in charge ol Loecal Self-Government takes up
that work 11 right ::LC have’”t r‘ej ]sur(f’ he will be able to bring this Bill and by the end
this year we mus rmnen; Ac%u ar and up-to-date Bill with up-to-date provisions in
our Local Sdf-‘Gf‘:flcrc postpon.cmwhy should not the Hon’ble Minister agree to that
request ? It ;stixc Gm‘a’ernmcnt aniim IOf election for about nine months. It shall not in
any way affec Local Boards in tl also shall not in any way adversely affect the
running of the Lo ards m the Provinge, What is the wuse of having so much

-
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contention over a matter which he might have easily and amicably settled even outside
- - - .q - - b . &

the House ? If the Hon’ble Minister has any difliculty which 1 cannot foresee or ima-
gine in the matter of bringing forward a legislation on this subject, I'hope, he will agree
to call a conference of the representatives of the various Groups of this House as well as
of the Upper House and go into the whole question of distribution of seats. He should
place before us or before the Committee all the facts of which he is in possession. He
should take into consideration the opinions and the facts and come to an amicable
arrangement whereby all misunderstandings in this matter can be removed.

Sir, one other thing which I noticed in the specch of my Friend, Mr. Mookerjee,
who after taking 2 great deal of trouble had collected these ficures was that while the
increase of populr_mon of certain communities had given them more seats than they
<hould mathematically deserve, t'hc_mc:_'cas-c of population of certain other communities
has not been taken into account in increasing the number of seats. Tt looks AsRsE-NEe
whole attempt was made to convert a particular majority community into a minority
community in  the local bodies. My Hon’ble Friend, the Local = Self-Government
f\r{inislcr, should make his position im.'thwnh clear and explain to us the reasons which
had prompted him to take this inequitable and unjust attitude towards members of his
own community (flear, hear). i

cnow, Sir, that the Hindus have been : i ;
I 1“?”?’ Sy oo he 1 e ”e. all along o YING to popularise themselves
- oain for themselves the reputation ol being liberal of beine {5 e
or gaim o (] ‘waer i es. T > O bemg unselfish and of giving
oncessions to the nunority communities, hat wasg all richt wi ! s
c | oL, bt wher there has ess 5 o 12 ien the Hindus had  the
undoubted majority, but when rere has been a systematie tendency of converti thi
majority community into a minority comm ’ HVOL eIl

uniL\', it 1s the d

. e ; : - duty of every 1 vho lov

jusliCC: cvery one who wants to give a fair deal to cevery CUI‘ﬁmullitv _Smo 1SCCC\\ll]h'1t] :15:
P e

interests of these n(ﬂ:vly and arli[ici_nl!y made minorities are protected e

that my Hon’ble Friend; the Premicr, has always kept a vigilant cyé th' : now, lrf
community is treated 'LlllJllS:(l}. Although T commend him on his aIT iy Par't'lculal
makes to improve the p_ositmp of his own community, he hag 11'5‘\‘cr‘ ciiorts which he
adopted the policy of ]).zu'ucul:p-ly oppressing any othep 001;1 - o oy knowlc.:d_gc,
them of their legitimate rights. That is my belief, but that be_liﬂ‘lllmty by depriving

if Government obstinately stick to their present policy and ‘say that 1\;1“ have to revise -
nobody else can be right, that they are infallible ang nobody ey are ”gh.t and
make to poi_nt_ out their nnslukcs’. ]l)ll:at_ be 1}.,(-, attitude of e o ’an‘y suggestion to
my good opinion al)ou_t the Hon ’h]c lrc;m_u:r wrl_l have tq e ‘Clillmcnt thCI:l all
had every confidence in the Hon’ble .I\'Ill‘llSlCl‘ of Local Self-Gg 4 ‘change. . Sir; 1
urge this'very poiat ih an u.!]‘f!lfl-lc_lul?gllfmnnm‘ and withoyg fear of o ?_nt that he would
Hon’b]cll’rcm:c‘r, and_secm‘(‘ or us this small mercy—the ol g1y ng 91Fcncc to the
osition in tl}c light of the facts which have heen Put forward 'y of revising the whole

my right. e o ~ ¥ my hon. Friend on
Wwith these few words, I support the Amend,

2 1 ’

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Mr. Speaker, fﬂt o , iend, Mr. Aditya,
to opposc the i—xn.lcndmclhf dmwed by my hop, I("L;;::nam“y sorry that I have
(o LIE STRE RIALL, N i 1 presume that he ;o Mr. Aditya. Hailing
circumstances. _Hc_ I\nowsliull 'we-]l‘how eagerly the people ; tlsl' ACquainted with local
clection. I admlt‘thcrc will be dlfhcp‘lty owing (o fince a large are waiting for the
is this the only factor to be con_Sldcrcd in the cace‘li'.“ Weather conditions. But
must remember how long the clection i

has | d geners I W

deen post seneral election ? *We
st _ 7 stpon ‘
dissatisfaction the postponements have Caused to th boed and what amount of

Sir, I am rather amused when I find t; gnpulk)th mind .
cally opposed the various postponcmen_t Bills havye COH.](: ?“?bcrs who so long systemati-
postponement of the Local Board elections for 4 further Orward today for a further
untenable ground. Do they forget that they ;

derip :
vere the I d of one year on some
Government a solemn assurance not to

Ders 2
: : , e Postpone (he ellp(;t‘ons Who extracted from the
circumstances I cannot but think that there are -Cliong .y further ? Ir the

) § SO1

Arr_mndmcnt and such motive 1s not far to seek, Tn(; : r motive hehind - Hha
weightage that they so long enjoyed at the expense the_‘/em‘Ed Nierest and the great
and other minority

d (& 1’g0
overmm

ed by my Fr

Muslim
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communities have been disturbed and this is why they arc so muc I ruflled to-day.
Then again, the proviso to the Amendment makes their intentions more  clear.
Here the cat is out of the bag. This proviso secks to  postpone the ¢lection not upto
the 31st March, 1946, but to an indefinite period so that my hon. IFriends may cnjoy the
advantages that they are so long enjoying for some time more, as you know, Sir, that
the verdict of both the Houses might not be obtained within  this period.  Coming to
the proviso itself T cannot but declare that the whole proviso is ultra vires of the
provisions of the Local Self-Government Act, because if the proviso is carried by the
House and this proviso forms a part ol the Bill. the character of the whole Bill will be
changed and it will also nullify the decision which Government has rigchtly and lcgally
arrived at. At the present moment we are not considering  an Amendment on the
Local Self-Government Act.  The present Bill is quite separate and the proviso cannot
come under it. There is only one point in the Bill that we are discussing to-day, t.e.,
the period of postponement. With.these few words, Sir, 1 oppose the Amendment g
moved by my Friend, Mr, Adirya.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKLER : May I ask “the hon. Member one thing ? Why
do Government want this extension ?

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: They have already arrived at a decision and if they
are not allowed some two or three months’ time they cannot hold the clections.  There ¢
is a statutory provision for the publication of the clectoral 1oll which should be done
two months before the clection is held.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That can be done even il the date is  further
extended. Isit nota fact that in order to give cllect to the decision of the Government
as to allotment of scats they want this extension

Maulavi MABARAEK ALI: That is not my view, Sir. Government took time
to arrive at a decision and they have now arrived at this decision, but it is not possible
to hold the election before the 15th June as two months’ time is r(‘qnircd from the date
of the publication of the priliminary roll to the date of clection.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Isit nota fact that this ecxtension is being
sought becausc the Ministry could not arrive at a decision betore the 31st March ?

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: That is certainly not the fact.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI : The fact i« this: Local Board
election 1s already overduc and the hon. Maiibers of this House have béen all along -
pressing the Hon’ble Minister to hold the eclection as soon  as possible. Therefore
Government have now come to hold the clection.  They could not hold the election
before March because they did not get all the figures. " Now they have got all the
figures apd they are now going to hold the clection as soon as possible according to the
wishes of this House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But according to a certain plan arrived at by the
Government on the figures ul:tail@d. In order to give ellect to that plan they want 4
this postponement. Is it not so ? !

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERA.LI\‘IA’I‘ ALI: In thc opinion of this hon. House
the present Boards should not function for a further period. Therelore Government
are going to hold the clc-c“tlcm as carly as possible without further delay.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The intention is to postpone the clection up to
une 1945 and as the first part of the Amendment of Mr. Aditya is in order, the second

art of the Amendment adding a proviso becomes necessary and may  be held to be

also in order. 1
Adjournment
The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2 ».m. :
i After Lunch
. The Hon ble f-het SPé:é‘\KER : With regard to that part of the Amendment under dis-
cussion Whu_,licsl(-le)xs \;I) .d B a Proviso to sub-clause (1) of clause 2 of the Bill, a point of order b
has been rdalbc . Y Sl 4 uragohain that that is n(\)t in order. Although I have said that
the Ammendment 18 In OFAEr; yet Iam willing to reconsider my ru]inz_g if hon. Members
\

T
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can adduce reasons to show that the Amendmentis notin order. I am still open to
conviction and, thereforé, I shall allow hon. Members to speak on the question of
admissibility of this Amendment. They may speak both on the merits of the Amend-
ment and on the point of order,

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Sir, in addition to the points raised by me, that if
this proviso is passed and allowed to form part of the Bill, the entire character of the
Bill will be changed, and that it will negative a decision rightly and legally arrived
at by the Government; I beg to add :— :

‘Section 4(2) of the Assam Local Self-Government Act says
sion of sub-section (1), the Provincial Government shall, by s
Local Board— ‘ :

(a) the total number of appointed and of elected members :

st - : : REkEC 2 .
(b) .thc distribu Ll_(;]l‘l‘f)f the elt.(_:t_cd members among the different sections of the
community and in diflerent localities; and

(¢) the quahficatC;C_)I?S o Amem'bcrs :"'--DI'OVICIC(I_ that in making the distribution of
enibers AMEORgIticICInerent sccuons of the community and in different localities under
clausc (8) the Provincial Government shall take into consideration. among.other ~things
the population of each such section, etc., cte.” g g

Sir, 1 1.0_(111(35‘1& you to lay.spcmal cmphasir? on the words “‘Provincial Government.”’
The 1>l-0\:1:1clul Government includes the Legislature, but the oo : 1 S

! incial Government.  So, : hi ; ¢ Legislature cannot include
the Provincial Government. 3o, anything dene by the Cahjnet in their exccutive
capacity cannot be qucstloncc.l or amended by way of an Amendment. but it4 may be
(IUCStionCd by = SEpatinG it fn e Klagie by which that action of the Executive
may be negatived. If that Motion is not carried by the House then that decision of
the Gakinet il womaun. a3 it s, Lhjese are.ihe poirts which I want to impress
upon you. And in view of these facts. I declare that the Proviso to the Am dpent
is ultra vires and as such not in order. endm

Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to o

i N S ool ose t

moved by my hon. Friend, Mr. Aditya. My first objection is-tll'ljtlft intge, Arr)e_ndmelr:t
proviso is out of order and 1'cdundant_. My submission to you is ) that t}l Opﬁ%lloll;’ft ‘e
the House secks to postpone t13c elections of Local Boards from the 3i = clore
15th Junc 1945. This is the simple law before the Ho hi st l\:Iarch to the
15 > i e Sty Tk e : use which Mr, Aditya wants to
amend, and his Amendment is that the elections be pPostponed til] ¢} Y n

1946. So {far this is all_r:ght; but in the proviso e g -1 )t 10_3I§t of March

.ot shall in the meantime take the approval of both 1€ Provincial Govern-
l_l:;m.d to the pr‘oPosed 1'cd:st_r1buti0n of scats and of LCgISla_.turc with
ILc%czll' Boards”. Sir, the proviso speaks of quite aliey matters whj nstituencies of the

do with the Bill whichis now before Mt '1\“ 1ch 1.1;1“: got nothing
toone the elections from a particular date to another dage 'b he Bill seeks to post-
he Government §hould take _thc approval of hoth fhee HO’US :lt the proviso wants that

[ seats and revision of constituencies. This ig altogether at.s 'm_gardmg redistribution
¢ ot under discussion. S 0 alien matter to the sub-
je My further submission is that the point raised in th '
matter of a dﬂ-‘!crcnt Act, viz., constitution of Locg] Bodi(i pls\’lso forms the subject-
the question of the date of clections, and not COnStitutiO;' ; € are now . eofsidesiy
this view ol the matter this Proviso 1s out of order s of the local bodies. So, in
submissions as regards the point of order. redundant, These are my

As has al.ready‘becn stated by my hon. Friend, Ml
of redistribution of seats and revision of Constituencies ig tll ’Iabara_k Ali, the question
cial Government 1n thelr_ executive capacity, and my submj] e ful_lctmn of the Provin-*
has got nothing to do with that. If there is any grievancssmn 1s that the Legislature
Member of this House, he is entitled to bring in 2 Motion 14(3‘011 the part of any hon.
For the present we have got a simple Bill before 1 for OF redress of his grievances.
a particular date to another date. We are now to Ios‘.tpomng the elections from
should be postponed up to the 15th June or the 31st MC(.)I;Sldcr whether the elections
Amendment. TItis too well-known to you that the 1 arch 1946, as proposed in the
overdue and this Government has been Postponing jt f;gr;d; Board elections are long

€ar to year, and every tumeé

¢‘Subject to the provi-
notification, fix for each

the
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they came with a Bill for postponing and we always voted against postponing. But
this Government by sheer force of their majority had carried their point cvery time.
Now I find that they are willing and they have come forward with a Bill for postpon-
ing the election up to the 15th June ; they have further promised that they will see that
elections are held within May 1945. My submission to you, Sir, is this, that when
UIE!Wi”fngly Government have come forward, we should mect them hall way. And in
this view, I oppose the Amendment proposed by my Iriend, Babu Rabindra Nath
Aditya. If that Amendment is accepted, the election will be postponed till the 31st
March, 1946. The war is coming to an end, and it may terminate in 1945 or at the
latest in 1946 and after the end of the war we are sure to have a new  Constitution for
India and it will involve constitutional change in the local bodies as well, and we will
have new laws for the Local Bodies. The settling of the Constitution, Sir, will take
time, say, two or three years. So, if the election is postponed till the 31st March, 1946,
possibly the election of Local Bodies will be postpored for an indefinite period. We are
‘tired of our Local Bodies. The Government were so long unwilling, now they are
willing. From all these considerations I must oppose the proposal of Mr. Aditya. Sir,
there may be some injustice to some communities in the distribution ol scats.  But 1
look upon this election as an emergent election and we demanded it and the people also
demanded such an election. So if there be a little injustice here and there the Merm-
bers need not mind. When we have a new Constitution, I am sure they will be given
their due share. In this giew, Sir, I oppose the Amendment proposed by my hon.
Friend, Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Sir, I do not proposc to speak any-
thing on the point that has been raised by my hon. Friend, Srijut Surendra Nath Bura-

I confess that the Hon’ble Speaker has studied the Assembly Rules better

gobain.
give on this point will be a fair

than myself and I hope that the ruling that he will
one and that it will satisfy the hon. Members of this House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 'Therefore I have allowed this House to discuss
this point. I am willing to revise my ruling if 1 fiad good reasons are being adduced

for such a revision.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: As regards the Motion before the

House I have some observations to make. When Local Board elections became  due,

they could not be held because of certain circumstances and they had to be postponed
from year to year. The Mcmbers of this House and the public at laige, at least those
who want to go into the Local Board, were anxious to have the clections as soon as
possible and, therefore, the Members of this House pressed upon the Government to
Lave the elcctions as soon as it would suit the convenience ol the Government.  Two
things were pressed upon the Government. The general grievance was that the
elections were over-due and that they should be held immediately. The Muslim
Members of this House pressed another thing upon the Government and this was that
in certain subdivisions, especially in the Surma Valley, the Muslim representation was
not adequate and, therefore, in the next elections that point should also be considered.
Now by this Bill the Government have tried to meet both these grievances. I am,
however, surprised to find that so many things have been said from the Opposition as
he redistribution of seats is concerned, Sir, certain hon. Members of this House
lked of Pakistan. I have not as yet heard Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan Ahbab
ry. Perhaps if he stands he will talk of Akhand-Hindusthan. I regret to say
that the hon. Members do not realise that the more they indulge in such talks the
more they will widen the gulf between the Muslims and the Hindus (Hear, hear).
Well, Sir, when in higher quarters great Indian statesmen are talking of having a
National Government, does it befit us here to quarrel amongst oursclves and try to
bring about bad fcchfx;gs between each other. If you trace the history of the Local
Boards what dg wﬁ nd, Sl‘r ?  When I first came into the Local Board of Jorhat as a
member I f'og}l: that 1;17?1 the Local Board schools, Lower Primary and Middle
VcrnaCUIar’é_ cti?b‘:‘t:gg b ﬂl:eachers l?lft not one single of them wasa Muslim. Con-
g;-c:;sen?el;?renlts g Musl?m. € authorities of ic Jorhat Local Board but not even one

far as t
have ta
Chaudhu

e | T,

p—
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< < N : a poi ' information, Sir may I know
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Ona point o inf , Sir,
when T‘{)llmn Bahadur entered the Local Board for the first time ?
Khan Bahadur Maulavi Kl'l. iAI\IAT ALI:
Babu KAMINI KU;\_’IARQSILN:
icial Chairman at that time ? )
0ﬂ1C|lz-1;11a11 Bahadur Maulavi I\ER:}I\'IA'I ALI:
0 B 'S e non-Muslims &
e s Do MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURT: Was
fﬁc‘ial Chairman a Hindu or a leshm 2 :
o OI{h'm Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: I do not propose to enter into that
Eesfi > - unfortunately I was elected the Vice-Chairman of the Jorhat Local
gorfltlnl%t:tgn?llt;ll; gfcuchairman was a liberal Hindu gent
Board a

leman.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: When 90 per cent. of
1 .

the members were
Hindus ! Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Thanks to Planters, when I came in
.Khzérlllairmﬂ“ of the Local Board, I found that there_ was not even a Muslim
as V"Eg' the office not to speak of clerks or surveyors.
1

Perhaps thirty years ago.

Was there any official Chairman or a non-

May be an official but 90 per cent.

peo Gradually I tried to meet the grievances of the Muslims there and 1 succeeded in
el 1e clerk and one sub-surveyor and then when I became the Chaj
getting 01 i

: Board, (Voices :—by whose vote ?) some v_stc;lncies occurred in the Board ; five or
Local <ies were there and out _of them T appointed four A tempest was
six vncant1 {llt‘l‘e was great opposition, l_he enquiry was why I appointed four Muslims
raised an . The matter came for discussion and when 1 §aVe my views [ sajq that there
out of ﬁVC;l -eds of posts in the Local Board although the ;

wcll~c ]lll(?].!iglib]‘i and therefore it I put in four Muslims out of five

mely negiis

number of Muslimg WasiCE e
JUSt to do some justice
he Muslims what objection should there be ? The European Justic
to the

Metnbers of
) : . the Plant-
: ring and some liberal m i .
ing Community ﬂpprecmtedgl“ vél(l:::rlsriq:[so S:‘4L111\F'01‘ted me alr:&d(t:}cxic cI)-Im itiomembers like
a ;’ -doloi or Mr. R. I.i' e i 1 FRChUoy was . with.
Mr. Bardol > same thing now appears here ina bigger form, t i Said o
drawn. Sir, the sa1 Tk H?ndus have been neglected. | am not ga¢ all SAId; fin t}_le
distribution of seats the my district is concerned, like the Membe \aterested in
¢his matter because zs'cte‘:i ltsl'"t a}’s o where I was. The number of 1\,;:21?:‘ the
Community; I clila:;?' my district has not been increased. . But all the samlen IME
the Local Boar SSS ot the objection that has been raised by my hon. B
the reas‘?“ﬂbleﬁr Mookerjee wanted to impress upon the Hoyge that ‘i
Opposition- ercéntage of increase in the population of differen com
the seats the 55 should have been taken into consideratioy,.
in 1941'(3‘2:&0111(1 not hold good; Well, Sir, T wguld o
argumen 1d satisfy Mr. Mookerjee. Mr. Mookerjee ha
that shf)lll on the Minister-in-charge of the Local Self.
. Posmb e du and because his own cm}stltueqcy, Ha}lakandi, accordip appens
to be a Hin neglected. Sir, the Hon’ble M_lmster-m-charge of Lo =30 M, Mooker-
jee, has Lo tgtry to do justice to the Muslims before 1 w T Self.
perhaps lil/lld i?;t(:)er he must look to the Province as g Whole,

1nk

al Ovcrnment‘
as g
usl:/ltllms@er 1.)ut now that
peger ‘ties. Sir, in Hailakandi the number of O Justj

1€5. 4 .
communl

. ] 110n_MuSl- Ce to all the
mber of Muslim population is 85,968 m Wation s 44 800
and thcbnu RABINDRA N ATH ADITYA: What is
Babu

at ? " b i
Member P ey Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: 14,800 "ON-Muslims and g85.968
MuSIIiIIzS\:, at present thisB85;r3.68 ?sa ;rtﬁjzgilivccﬁ, réli?‘inbtf)ri}:;hereas. the 44,800 non-Mus;ims’
h?.ve s_rlizlielilsllti’g: lllra:.\:ga; scz?s for 44,800, the Muslimg S OU.lllfilggi g0t Haaate Hipdos
815 ,g(()]g ; whereas the Muslims have got only 6 and the n 2

On-Muygli 50 10 members for
; e 2 s
Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri wanted St Muhammag "O" s c HOL Sl N

O Justice to the Hindu

Friends in the

N redistribyg;
T n
Munitjeg g

ause he

......

Will the hon.
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community. Sir, I would ask Sir Muhammad to do justice to all the communities. If
Sir Muhammad or the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Local Sclf-Government......

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Ona point ol information, Sir, 1 think
the figure of Hindu population is not correct. T should be 49,000 Hindus and 39,000
Tribal.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMA " ALI :
sus Reports.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: I am also quoting from the Census
figures.
Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Any way, Sir, | only want to impress
upon the House that th_cy should not expect Sir Muhammad to do justice to all other
communities except his own community. If he does it, he will be answerable to
his own community and he will be answerable to God.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member should not have brought in the

name of God.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Very well, Sir. I can cite Instances
to prove that after Sir Muhammad came into power the Assamese  Muslims
have been pushed to the wall. But [ do not think that this is the time or occasion
for ventilating these grievances. Sir, the representation ol tea carden [abour has
been talked of by scveral Mcembers of this House. I do not understand what
special interest tea garden labour will represent in a Local Board.  What are the func-
tions of a Lccal Board ?  Education, communication, medicines, public health, water
supply and hals or markets. Well, the labour population have got their own  hospital
and Mr. Mookerjee knows that. I do not know whether Mr. Mookerjee has a hospi-
tal in his own garden, but every tca garden T know has its own hospital.  As regards
communication, the tea garden members, I mean the Planting Local Board membe i
of the European community are the loudest talkers in Local Board mecetings so far gas
communication is concerned.

Then, as regards hats or markets, as far as I know, the Tea Planters are trying
their level best to have Bazars 1n their own tea gardens. I there are Gardens where
there are no Bazars they try to hgvc them from Local Boards.

Public Health arrangement in tea gardens is perhaps much better than those that
can be found in our country side. Therefore, the tears that have been shed by my
hon. Friends as far as tca garden labour force is concerned, should I characterise it as
hould I say it is shed out of certain motives just to stifle this Bjll.

crocodile tears or $ 3 : |
be said but I avoid them because such statements will  simply

Sir. many things can ! )
rou’se fce%gngs between community and community. When the hon. Members c¢f the

House realise that the Muslim community did not get justice as far as Loral Boards
are concerned in the past, why should they grudge if some justice 1S NOwW sought to be

done to them by the present Bill ?
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE . Or some injustice donc to other

Well, I got the figures from the Cen-

ities. .
comnﬁliil“gn Bahadur M?éll?‘;l KER_AMAT ALI: Ifsome injustice is done to the other
communities the;’rsshou tolerate 1t because injustice has been done to the Muslims

any YE2

2 S(‘ivirg,ulg\f_i ABD[{IRn[éAtHMAN: Sir, I am grateful to the Hon’ble Chalr that we
have been given a ¢ dai"arfat](: %JCak out what we have got to say regarding the points

raised by MT- Surcgha'n h uragohain and Maulavi Mabarak Ali.
Sir, Mr. ]31.11"211%1;m;'1 iai\S/Irz]nsed the point that the proviso to the Amendment is out
= of order, whereas Mcn;b‘;r_izl)ar?k Ali has stressed on the fact that the proviso is wltra
vires an another bt Saau E}T"l Abdul Aziz—has said that it is redundant. I
support their We‘;’v ]:]J)efore i for};]‘t at this House has no power to go beyond the scope
of the Motiont ﬂg i o i Alscussmn. The business before the House is “he consi-
lause DY ssam Local Board Elections (Emeérgéncy’ ‘PI:O'\IiSiOIIS)

deration : ak : s
Bill, 1945. 1f I can speak on the Constitutional point, Sir, T should say that the House
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has no right to go beyond the Mortion that is now before the House for consideration.

So far as Mr. Aditya’s Amendment is concerned that the postponement instead
of being up to the 15th of June should go up to the 31st March, 1946, it is quite right.
Maulavi Mabarak Ali has observed that Mr. Aditya’s proviso to the Amendment
wants to change the whole character of the Bill. It is regretted  that distribution of
scats and such matters are not at present before the House for consideration. Inci-
dentally, in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge
has made a reference to that

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Is it incidentally ? =

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Certainly, Sir. What are the circumstances
under which Government was compelled to bring in this Bill ? There were certain
circumstances which made them unable to hold the clection within the 31st March,
1945. T'he House decided on the former occasion that’the Local Board elections might
pnstpo:lwd‘ till 1:}_!('.‘.31‘.5{. March, 1945 and now because they could not hold :‘ljhe
clections wgthm th‘c ]umi.ed time as decided by t.hc House, the Government T e
forward with a Bill sceking for a further extension up to the 15th June. The Ministry
did not come before the HOUSC_ for ﬂ])f)l‘t)\-';ll_()[ distribation of seats, allocation of consti-
cuencies, etcs, and my hon. Friend, Maulavi Mabaralk Ali, has <aid that the Ministry is
entitled to perform this part of the Act. Having*performed their part, the Government
have now come before the House sceking for further Postponement for a shost beriod
v Sir, various Members [‘r(.nn various quarters have spoken about the di:}tribution
of secats 1O various communitics. Bl,lt | wou'ld subr it, Sir, that this aspect of the
matter is not relevant and -the Hon blc_ Gl:m.ll' should not have allowed this. kind of
discussion.  What we are concerned with is not the distribution of seats to various
communitics, but it is the postponement lor holding elections for a few months and
1 think the House shouldﬂ confine itseif to the discussion of the Motion \\"hiclll s bei’ori‘
us and which the Hon’ble Speaker has allowed  {he Hon’ble Mirfister ¢ i f
Local Self-Government to place before the House, Inp this view of :l fl-C mlt%e-OI
would request the Hon’ble Chair to see that this unnecessary discugs'ou ‘no].a -5‘1 o
merits and demerits of t‘h{': rudmln[;unon and allocation of seats and otl ; ~n I]e'ba? 130
not come up for discussion at this stage. When the Bill wag ﬁrst0 IICI : Eimlggs ]O
Hon’ble Minister, there was lengthy discussion regarding redistribuyt; MOYER, Diinlus

hinos and hence I would hold that these are ner ... ution of seats and

other things an ol s F e € are not relevant to the Mot; ‘hich i
belfore the House for our consideration. 1on which 18
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The ‘NIOtion before S
dichSSion with regard to the‘ allotment f)l scats becormeg relev iw
G of seats newly made that has necessitated the Bill under &

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :  But with du

be

now

is such that a
ant as 1tis the distribu-
onsideration.

€ respect to the Chair, T would point

, overnment up till now have net
t that G g i A0 come form: sFi
Sicusﬁon of the redistribution of seats  This detailed sChI:cl?Hy . bCiolfi the House for
! ne regarding redistribution

of seafts, etc., has not yet been put before the House, Sir
SCe 2 - 3 =

3 D ? 4 "‘ i - 23
The Hon’blc the SPEAKER : T 1'1(:10['0.“_3 the Amendment ge k i i
Bill that Government sho.uld place their decision making rers 21115(;1 s ‘to provide in t%le
Local Boards of the Province before the House for Securing its appllc")tn; otfl scats in the
‘ova 1ereto.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN:  Sir, the Amendment thay |

Friend, Mr. Aditya, has created unnecessary heat, by i nas bccr} moved by my
and without entering into controversial questions, wmtllctl adding to this heat
observations. 'The Amendment moved is : ““That i sub.clay, 'OUI 711ke to makcc some

une 1945’ occurring in the fouth line, the words 31st 1\1‘ s}? (1) for the words ¢ 15th
etc.”” What is more contentious ir} t_his Amendment is atr]c 1946 ° bc-sub_stltuted,
solely with the intentien that the redistribution of constitye 12t the extension is sought
seats be placed before the House for approval. e I;(nes and allot‘ment of _thtl:
objection has been raised on two grounds. Firstly bccao this proviso, technica
outside the SCnpe‘of the Bill, and sccondly, it militateg 1'1 Ccause the Amcndmcr}t goces
mean section 4 of the Local Sell-Government Act, 7] (;‘%algisrt 1:11::I rtc]{?val.i: SC?t'lch:f’ i

2 s what 1s the obj
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the Bill itself to which the Amendment is brought forward ? The object of the Bill
is that the Government is seeking for an extension only for the purpose of allocating
seats and redistribution of censtituencies. ‘The purpose of the Amendment is exactly,
the same. By this Amendiment Mr. Aditya secks an extension only 5o that in the
meantime the re-distribution of seats and constituencies can be placed before the
House for approval. So, I do not understand how the Amendment goces outside the
scope of the Bill. As regards the second ground, Sir, that it militates against section 4
of the Local Self Government Act, I think I should place before the House the relevant
sub-section of Section 4—the sub-section (2) says—

¢ %% the Provincial Government shall, b}: notification, fix for each Local Board—

(a) the total number of appointed and of elected members ;

(b) the distribution of the elected members among the different
community and in different localities ;

(¢) the qualifications of members and of clectors, or of any clectorate body :

Provided that in making the distribution of members among the diflerent sections of
the community and in different localities under clause (4) the Provincial Government
shall take into consideration among other things the population of each such section,
the area held and the local rates and taxes paid by each.”

Now, Sir, by this section it is enjoined only that ¢ Provincial Government shall, by
fix for each Local Board...” It does not say that the Provincial Govern-

sections of the

notification, ¢
ment will not be entitled to consult the Legislature before fixing the allocation ot
distribution of constituencies. As has heen rightly pointed out by Maulavi

seats, re i
Mabarak Ali

and proper that t : :
Houses of Legislature on a matter like this. I do not see any bar to

Government consulting the Legislature. In view of this, Sir, I do not understand how
this particular Amendment can militate against Section 4+ of the Local Self-Govern-
ment Act. Thcrcfo_rc, Sir, I SUI)H}Jt that this Amendment which has been placed
before the House 1s absolutely in order and I think it is only fit and proper on the
part of the Government to accept this Amendment and consult  the Legislature
regarding the allocation of scats. Apart from that, an objcczti-on has been raised that
this House has no rlg}{t to discuss or to approve of the allocation ol'. seats or redisu;i—.
bution of constituencies. Buf, as I pointed out, Sir, that the Provincial Govcm.ment
now includes the Provincial Legislature and the Section does not say that the Provincial
Government will have no necessity to consult the Legislature, there is no bar to the
Provincial Government consulting  the Leglf;la:ture in_a matter like this. So, as this
Government is responsible to the Legislature it is quite in the fitness qf the Spn‘:t.of
the Constitution that the GUVCI‘nn’_lcnt shm_;ld consult thc. Leglsl;}tur(: in a matter like
this. INow, apart from 't},m ‘qucgetmn of right, Sir, can it not rightly be contended
ha;: i an important matter Jike this the Legislature should at least be given an
t v to know what that allocation of seats and distribution of constituencies
t like to contend now that there has been an unfair allocation of seats and
onstituencies. But from what we have heard from the Hon’ble
Premier t i d:lfcltrlsncigltﬁ:ti‘gearfthat by this scheme they like to make some far-
reaching changes 1.121 e orhier fx tEO the Local Boards. Firstly, Sir, the Hon’ble
Prime Minister SE}:‘I ik the 10(:&51’ . at thc.ex_lstmg allocation of seats has not been fair.
gecondly, 1€ szlon’t Lacit. Qi whatf':s paid in the permanently-settled area cannot be
ascertaincd- Imly-scttled arca’becz 1t is not posm})le to ascertain the local rates paid
in the permancd by the individual 1':15(3 each Tahsil office has got a complete record of
the Chalans file casily be ascertainpdopnfftor of the lapd and 1t_' they scrutinise those
Chalans it Canatc 55 OHE Srond t(l: which community has paid what amount of local
rate- At an ;ssib’le €0 ascertais thelE]u fhc existing allocation has not been fair and
that it is not an entirely diff pcal.ratcs paid in the permanently-settled area,

ken 4 erent view in preparing the scheme of distribution of

that the Provincial Government includes Provincial Legislature, it is fit

he Provincial Government should consult and have the approval of the
the Provincial

s etpribution of €
distribu b other

ta

they have = and allocatio : £ :

congtituem.les 1aéncxistin0 c:)nl;lm?f Sleats: _Thu‘dly, Sir, by this allocation of seats they
g th g Inal ratio in the Local Boards. Iourthly, Sir, by this

are Cha ng‘ln

s ——

e

® el
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e yare giving separate representation to some of the recognised minorities as
ir:lztl;)(l‘?c.t::nnpt(]:iiztccl oit b};qsml;c of lh_cphon. Members while some c;i tlllc r?cogmsctd {i‘_'tgor;
rities like Labour has nol_bccn given any representation L_h_ouigltft ey 1_?1:{4: §0 q-elscn-
large number of population in the Province. Besides tl}at, Sir, they ‘m‘c} gwing repr o
tation to some minoritics who are not _yet recognised, e. g., the A 10rln corlnmuglcy;l.
Sir, I think it will not be out of place to refer to the nusa_pprehc‘nsml} Fmt} 1as 1t:
ated in the minds of some of the minority communities. I thmk. they have
cxcacl ly misunderstood the position that has been taken by caste Hindus. They
ki ct‘cg e timt separate representation should be given to the minorities as has been
d_on Vo ted out by Mr. Mookerjee who was showing that the total non-
rightly pmr’m opulation has not been given, the proper number of seats that they
j\,{uhan'nlﬂféc Eo' pI also contend, Sir, that minorities have not been given proper repre-
s cn-ntlc d ihcy also have not got a fair deal. In my subdivision of Karimganj,
sentation 3‘; >ut 88 lakhs of Scheduled Castes people, but they have been given only
there are a It‘ifthly’ Sir, in this scheme Government have altogether changed the prin-
two seats. mination. ‘T'he other day I was referring to that principle which is enunciated
ciple of ﬂc;_ the Local Self-Government Manual. Rule 19 funs thus: “The members in
Rule 19]._?0(:&1 Board who are under the provisions of section 4(1) and (2) of the Act to
of caclilointed, shall be appointed by the Local Government afy
be ap :

Lo _ er taking into conside-

:on the claims of those castes, communities, ]’(’)calmcs and interests which are not
ra]tlo:uqtcly represented by the elected members., S0 nomination was intended to be
adeqUs

- only to give representation to unc'ler—l:cprr.zscnted Or unrepresented communities or
made and as such I presume nomination is to be made after the clection is over.
interests 4 have introduced a novel innovation by reserving seats for nomination.
But tllle‘fve ‘bcen violating the specific rule, but the rule still exists in the Local Self-
They mcnt Manual. The rule has not been amended but yet they are altogether
Gove{nmd e principle that is involved in the rule that I quoted.
ignoring tl]c ]arc doing all these things and I don’t think anybody i

Sir, f;rgrcaching changes. 1 don’t like at this Slage to argue w
tllesﬁb"’:;;1 fairly treated or which community has not got
hai1 I hope everybody will admit that all -that Ih : ed to are far-reach-
Al ses that are likely to have revolutionary effect in the constitution of the Local
ing Cham;ln the circumstances, is it not fair that the Provincial Governrnent should give
Boards. islaturc an opportunity to discuss and have their say in the Matter? I submit
the Leg1§t=is highly desirable that in a matter like thjs which involyeg such I‘ar-reaching’
Sir, thaliln the constitution of the Local Boards, the Legisl
changes ‘

ature shoylg be giv
| I : . : . e -
ty to give their verdict in the matter. Not only e 5o Mt
~tunl
joltu

11 deny that all

; hich community
_ a fair dea]. My contention is
ave just now referr

; ) the Le islature, Sir but I
He publiC also should bc given an opportunity to havye their sgy_ It t’he G’overn-

think re SO VEerv sure on the:_r ground, if they are s Very sure tha

ment ?Ioc’lti(’” of seats and distribution of con :

t they have made all
and equitable basis, T
Imple Amendment, On the
1on by hoth the Houses. Sir,
ght to discyss it but it is also

stituencies on a
g this rather sim
such g discuss

these B‘Scc why they should fight shy in opposin
’t

hey themselves ovght to welcome
other lzra(?lflt;esg facts 1 thictllklthc House has not only the yi
in viel e House should be given an Opporiunity tg V€ their 5w
G()Vé-lrn but they could not come to a decision. S0, Sir, ingteag of ruéhi& 'ath 0u h an
matte o I think it is only fair that lh(:.HOI'IS(: is given an Apportunit : gd' rosgthem
C]C'Cl-lotlleﬁ’ are made final. I therfoie maintain that the Amcndmem isy ? 1:icu_ s i
hcio{ﬁ' also most reasonable. L not only 1n or
but }lt ;-(Iy Sir, it seems that a most unconstitutiona| Proceduy

. 2 &

. " B 5
a3 is being created in this House foy s o rather an unhealthy
conve 11 : I

} . oty T . ast, Altl ucl 1} H ’bIC
4 ar e T 110 15 hV C H " 10 gh the on
v _in-char gc ol a partlcular Po tfo p ySi1Cca Yy Pres n ; >
ernllls-.teljllint . - 1] lllt tl IICn’l)IC Premler ta](es cnt in ﬂ]& II use, i tl
name of jo ] ) .

the sole ibili i
; : res
he Government case before the House, I maintain that it ; c}]DS(iiﬁlbllltytpf P;aillrE Z
t;C’mY rate this is a most unhealthy convention el
at « '

- Tdon’t think i ject
if the’ Hon’ble Premier or any other Hon’ble Minister takes parg il?n&zoiilxltli Obj\?\fc
would rather welcome that, But when the Hon’ble : ate.

Inistcr-in—charge is physically

fair
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present and is capable of placing his casc before the House I don’t'see haw, in the
name of joint responsibility, the responsibility can be shirked and thrown over the broad
shoulders of the Hon’ble Premicr. This is a most unhealthy convention, particuiarly in
the case under discussion. The Hon’ble Minister-in-charge is himself 2 Hindu and
chorus of protests from bo:th the valleys has been raised that the - lindu interests have not
been properly protected and I think itis only fair on the part of the Hon’ble Minister
not to shirk fhe responsibility. He should come forward and satisly the House how he
justifies those allocation of seats and distribution  of constituencies and how he justifies
this hurry in holding the election withoit giving an opportunity to the legislature even
to know what allocation of scats, and distribution of constitu necies have been made.

- With these words, Sir, I support the Amendment.

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I risc to support the Amend-
ment moved by my hon. Friend Mr. Rabindra Nath Aditya. Sir, 1 shall be failing in
my duty if I do notlodge a protest against this distribution of scats to Local
Boards. I do not propose to place betore the House the higures already mentioned
by my hon. Friend, Mr. Mookerjee. 1 shall only give certain figuces from the Census
Report and ask the hon. Members of the House to consider those figures and in the light
of those figures to calculate the seats and to come to a conclusion about the distri-
bution of seats. To me, the distribution of scats is not only incquitabic but it is unfair
to certain communities, mainly the Scheduled Castes, Ahoms and “Tribals. Iixcepting
the Muslims and Planters, all other communities have been made to suffer. Tt is unjust,
because certain communities have not got any representation, namely the Labour and
Indian Christians

Sir, as far back as in 1937, I introduced a Bill to amend the Local Self-=Govern-
ment Act and that Bill was discussed on the 7th September 1938, On  that day, the
Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Local Self-Government opposcd my Bill, and in opposing
my Bill he said that the Bill was revolutionary. Of course, I myscil come from
the ‘revolutionary’ party and my Bill was termed as revolutionary. He vehimently
opposed  the Bill but he promised before the House to bring a Bill to amend the Local
Self-Government Act to sult the present conditions in the following Session.  Iis speech
has been read out by my hon. Iriend Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudburi. 1 will only
out certain observations made Dby him at the time.

to be in the Act, for example, the sections regarding village authorities which
led by the Rural Sell-=Government Act.  Our  proposed Bill makes
ek proViSions to amend these S(Ectiuns. The Act, as I have said, has many defects

whole Act will have to be amended. Most of the sections will

and in my view. the |
remain and many will have to be amended. On that Bill, we shall have a committee
which will deal thoroughly with the whole question. There is no usc ol" having this

piecemeal lcgisla‘fion- \-th‘n we deal with the (uestion of the Local Sell-Government
Act, it is better for us to revise the whole Act and deal with the many defects that it
has. By the working of the Local Self-Government Act for many years since it was
introduced in 1915, there have been many Amendments. We propose to consolidate
the whole Act amend the defeets and ‘make improvements here and there.  In view
of these facts, I think, it Izvould be a wise course for the hon. Mover to withdraw this
Bill and wait until t}zle i ole qucstion. is gone into.”’. Then at the end he said <“This
Bill is intcndCd t;ontac‘zioiwélfyt}wnh‘ ‘m_)minations and stricter control’ but does not
provide for repre ;id <“The B'lllc minority communities, ¢.4., Scheduled Castes, Labour,
etc.” Agan h(::iic Aot S th:: 1?‘91303_‘:5 partial amendment while it is desirable now
to recast the en e ight of the new Reforms, and so, I am not ‘in favour of
the Bill as it stancs '

Then abolutlin};)rr:ll;it;“n_:_ he said “As 1 said, I do not support nomination and my
-idea was o a)tzhi e wEauon 5 80 there is no use in discuss.ng it.””  These are his
6bscrvat10n5t ari;noved b;- mcn 1}11‘3 Was opposing the Bill. Now, Sir, by supporting the
Ame’ndmcl\'/}_ Lrar b phy cy fon- Friend Mr. Aditya. 1 give an opportunity to the
Hop ble ST 8¢ ol Local SelfzGovernment and to the Government, to

ought not
have been repea

He said ““The Act as 1t 1s, Sir, is somewhat obsolete ; there arec many sections which -

 Fp
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reconsider the whole matter in the light of the discussion in this House and to bring
in a Bill amending the Local Self: Government Act to suit the time and to do justice
to all the communities. T have not vet heard the opinion of the Planting community
on this matter, but my hon. Moslem Friends are very anxious to have the elections on
the basis of the present distribution of seats and delimitation of constituencies.
I do not know as yet the opinion of the Planting community — I was absent that day
when Mr. Whittaker spoke. He said, I am told that he represented Labour, but can
(‘apital represent Labour in any democratic country ? Is this possible ?  So, Sir,
the Ministry will earn the credit of the House if they accept this Amendment in order
to review the whole situation and do justice to all. My Friends opposite, argue that
justice has been done to all the cominunities. We do not understand how. To
understand this, the hon. Members will have to ~understand the present figures given
in the Census Report of 1941, T disputed those figures in 1941, and also say to-day that
(hey are not correct as they have not been corrected. I moved an Adjournment Motion
about this in 1941 7('md‘ the matter was discussed. I'he Motion reads ““That this
Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent ‘public importance,
iz, the arbitrary action of the Assam Government in so conducting and manipulating
the last € ensus vperation with the I'CS}L:]I: ,that- the correct figures of the followers of
different religions have been concealed”. Fo-day, also T'submit that the figures are not
correct, nor lm‘vc they been corrected as pl‘O)mlsc_d in th: House by the Hon’ble Premier
on behall of (_:ov«‘rnn?cnt. T'he E—Ion ble I remier, while discussing that Adjournment
Motion, p1-011]1§C(1 to [i.lld‘ out the Il_grurcs of the n‘mdu community accordirg to religion
and of the [11_dlr’m Christians, P"O"“d‘f‘l he ‘E{Ut funds from the Finance 'Department.
He said “This means thm_ the (:_.enltral C:overnmm_\t would not like to reopen the
matter for rcg:iass:lhc‘atnon of the trll.zez.?.. But, as I said - Sir, if this matter could be done
at an expenditure of a sum, say within 1{3.2;900, m order to remove the misapprehen-
cion from the minds of_my hon_. .1‘1.'1(:1‘11!3 who, 1nstead_ of being liberal in their outlook,
cannot but have a 1ur1kmg 5“511710510}1'1‘11131 Somce manipulation has been done by me,
I would request for the Ifu”‘ e )"- 11311'0"“1(3(1 from  the provincial revenues . Qur
suspicion has 1‘101 yet been removed by Government and it is still there. So, I
dispute the figures. y ;

Maulavi ABDUL BARTI CHAUDHURY: Are these thin

Srijut SIDDHINATH SARMA: This is B-felevailty ik g

relevant  in this

« distributed on the basis of population figures, the area Occuw'a=é thadt sec?.ts‘
\V"-_'d But the population figures, as given in the = Census Report bPIL }an Ata_\es

‘lgfu ernment, were disputed then and that dispute still Ve RIS e
30V

: Shol remains,
the figures for the Indian Christians have <

only wres for the Hindus were re-sorted and re-

U i :
11\111% ?J%sis of the published figures subject 10 the o

l I understand, Sir,
e }men re-tabulated and re.sorted.
llst:rvlast;e?. : ;}, Sir, T shall speak on
: . - o th ‘ations have aly ; :
lo not admit those figures as correct. (4 ooice.~—~That is 5 settlcd\? t'h i,
do Some of the settled facts were unsettled iy the past. v a.c-.uouf.\

e of the | kot Ry g o (I)nlv e% c‘fvlerytilnng 1s settled tact
n(l);?’(:cl Forces, and £0 you can force this on us as a settled fa.c?tls% AR s T
jI}Iou'se that although you have got these for ot peal Ropls

ces behind you
: ; ou s} - :
review the qatter and  be just to all the communities, > Y hould reconsider and

Khan Bahadur who said that we should not indulge in gllillli?:ﬁilnto 1'121? ll';1-1end ttl:c
matters. I agree with him that we should not quarrel, ang e s’imeg 0.\ er these pel_c);
to him, as well Sir.  He sh(?uh} not also quarrel with ug. So, Si; aSsual‘gumgm e(lij}]:;’:uq
figures of 1941, as they lzi.n e}; 1\ the basis of My calculatigy, 3 Shalfn(:;lgla.lcl e m:
justice h2s been done to all the communities except tthuslim a’ndP] ti xplain ho . o
In my caiculahgns, I \'\7111 cpnﬁ_nc myself to the figures in thase ape e 1“5 commumdf: ;
exist, thatis, six plain chst_rlrts of the Assam Valley anc(ilét' 'a“;clf? W!leac Local Bodies
Valley. Now, the population of these 8 districts, ag SFiory "Wo, districts of the Surma
is 41-°6 lakhs Hindus, 6- 76 lakhs Scheduled Caste, 34- 3 1“‘1:1 in th? Census ilgures,
Indian Christians but among the Tribals, it is estimeit(“d i E}1 hs Muslims and 37 lakhs
ber of Tribal Christians is 8:19 lakhs i.¢., 3-19 al Sn [f_lt‘. Census Report, the mg
et i the “Tribal populatonThe (631 populsiy o Aan Cinctians. e
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This gives the total of 94:59 lakhs or 94°6 lakhs,

‘Others’ are estimated as ‘22 lakhs.
ation again, I shall point out that at least half*

Now, in dealing with the Tribal popul

of itis Hindu. I shall show this from the Census of India Report, 1941 Sir,
when dealing with the communitics the Census Cormmissioner saud in his Report
of the

at page 30—“This is merely a very brief summary since the contraction
Census effort rendered any exhaustive study impossible. The general position, how-
ever, could be summed up as that out of 100 Indians in all-India, 66 are Hindus,
94 Muslims and 6 of Tribal origin. Allowing for that proportion of ‘I'ribes who
may be regarded as half assimilated, the Hindu clement is over two-thirds. Just
under 1/5th of Hindus and one-eighth of the total pooulation belong to the Sche-
duled Caste. Indian Christians return one and a half per cent. and allowing for
Tribal overlap, 1°8 per cent. The number of persons of European origin is 135,000.
i. e. about one in every three thousand of the population.”

This is for the whole of India. Regarding Assam, Sir, persons ol the T'ribal
origin represent more than a quarter of the population of Assam of which almost
half is Hindu. I shall again quote from the Census Report in support of my contention
«the Bihar and Central Provinces and Assam figures, of course, bring in the tribal
classification and assimilation question in a fairly marked deoree  but if the
religion allocations of 1931 were repeated as o basis for Community classification
the effect would be of a fractional drop in the percentage of Hindus™. The total Tribal
population is 24 lakhs and thus for the Local Board arca their number is 18-1 Jakhs.
So, Sir, if this argument 1s followed, at lcast half of this I'ribal population should be
regarded as Hindu. Now, I am not grudging in giving any scats to the ‘I'ribal people
in preference to the Caste Hindus. T shall be satisfied if all the scats in the
distribution goes to the Tribal people on the basis of population. So, Sir, I shall
assume that the 181 iakhs is the figure for the Tribal people of the arca where

Local Boards exist.
On principle, I am not in favour of introducing any communal clectorate.  But
when the communal electorate is being introduced, the distribution should be fair
and square. The Ahom population according to the present Census is 300,214 and
the Christian population, as I h;w'c already given, is 22 lakhs excluding 3 lakhs 19
thousands in the Tribal figure. So, Sir, on the basis of this figure, if we distribute  the
t will be as follows, but before calculating the proportionate seats of different
communitities I shall give "11,0 total number of seats as distributed now. [ have got
these figures from the Hon’ble Minister through one of my hon. I'riends Srijut
Sarveswar Barua and from the Local Boards as well and on _vcriﬁr:fumn, these figures
tally. The total _numbcr of seats allotted is 537. Ior Muslm_*ls it 1s 17‘4-, for schedu-
led caste itis 28 1n the whole of Assam, 163 for the general Hindus, 9 for the Ahoms,
34 for Tribals, 86 for Planting apd the number of appointed seats 1s 43. [‘[-115 gives the
total at 537 scats. The Muslim population in the Local Board areas is 34-3 lakhs
and if they get 174 “scats in a population of 24- 3 lakhs then what will be scats for
other communities inclu m{.{ T“bi}ls, Scheduled Castes, Ahoms and for the general
Hindus. This I8 very ;lorgp ¢. This can be done by ‘rule of three’. If you calculate
this, they arc 1o get s seats instead of 234 seats which are allotted to
them DOW- 'Th"'YI z;re 68 get 303 scats subject to any mathematical correction.
In my calculatlori, 1s zl;c fSCatshhavc been reduced. If secats were calculated on
the basis of population és n (:1' 0}5 er communitics, excluding the Planting and Muham-
madan fomll;nu;‘;it:l‘g’&s scats have been reduced  The Tribals have been hard hit

also the y . ;
ibals were v;gzthaﬁd hlt; They are to get 91 seats My hon. Friends and
the Minister wh{)1 I’Clz_‘: ts the Tribal Cummunity, I hope, will look into the matter
agsd if J am TE2 hY w II;g In my calculation they will point out my mistake and in
what way and W e;rel t'm Wr%“g' So, they were given 34 seats instcad of 91 seats on
the basis of this Ca\.:l}:a?etf(::.h : CI)’ 57 seats less were given to them. In the Surma Valley,
tatan T 1as been given to the Tribal community. In that Valley,

no represet! : T
we have got 2,48,000 Iribal people excluding the Hill Tribes, where there are no

seats i
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Local Bodies. In the Assam Valley, on the basis of this calculation, they are to get

79 seats and instead of that they are getting 34 seats and so, they are getting 45

seats less.  In the same way, Sir, the Scheduled Caste Hindus are to get, for the

whole Assam, 31 scats and they have been given only 28 seats. So, they are getting

6 scats less.  If separate electorate is introduced, Ahoms are to get, on the basis

of this calculation, 15 :seats but they have been given 9 seats only. They are to

get 6 seats more. If the secats are redistributed according to population basis.

Indian Christians are to get 2 seats excluding seats among the Tribes.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : How long th= hon Member will take ?
Srijut  SIDDHI NATH SARMA : This is one way of calculation, Sir. I
want to show the othe‘r way 91 calcu!anon before the House,

The Hon’ble the &REAI\’:I;R: Is it necessary ?

Srijut SIDDHI.NA”ZI SARMA:  VYes Sir, I want to show to the House
the distrlbuélcn_l ?t aieatls Is  not lonll})r Inequitable but it jis unfair and
by pure and simple calculation on the basis of po ulation figures.

,Sf‘hc}HlZ).n’blc the SPE.:AKER': The hon. M_elnbé)rpis cntitlegcl (:Z say that

the distribution of seats is unfair but I am thinking  that the hon. Membr

- (aking 100 rm‘lch um;.

is Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA: ButI cannot help it, Sir,

e House 1 shall have to place the figures and expl

native SiF. ron'ble the SPEAKER: Ve,

The Hon'ble the AKER: Very well, the hop, Member should try to

finish as early as posmblf:. 3 .

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Sir, this is  one way of arriving at the
calculation and there is another  way to show how injustice has been  done.

Suppose, Sir, we calculate on the = basis of

: : seats given to the Muslims
and on the basis of total number of electorate seats 5

that
unju

1 If I am to convince
am them and have no other alter-

. _ to all the communities
the figures will be as wide and the I‘at_)n . Members will  find how .in'usticé
fais been done to s'me communities. The )

_ : total number of seats is
537 excluding 43 appointed seats and 86 Planting seas. The balance is 408 seats

These seats are to be distributed among  94-6 |akhs £
iIfhflit’ democratic mct}lod gf (.Iistribl,ltinn of seats on popul‘:gollpObpatsl,gitilsonécci\;igci
b;! the House the MUSIAHHSFF_’-I}H §6t7%111y 148 seats, Ah9m5 13 seats, Scheduled Gastag 56
seats, Hindus 138 sciats, l"llll ’;‘f el Sfatfz and Ind{z.m Christians wil) get 2 seats—
that will ke lil? tbl"eis'sfo n found‘c?ls‘t l\iuw’ Sir, the allotment is otherwise.
udging from tnls : 1b bd o Gt | the Muslim Community h

4 scats  have been reduced from the Ahom, . 1ty has got more

2t - . Communjt .
s(?ch; to the Scheduled castes community, 25 more gats Ten }1’3 one seat less is
I‘i'ﬂdu community, 43 less seats have been ¢ been given to the
1

ive Tt
ver has been allotted to the Indianp (]hristig 1 1o the Tribals and no seat

d & . ans, 5 i
f'vh?:lfxdc from this standpoint it will stand like thig 'SOM’llE the distribution olReas
18 ] -

—: indus— - lims—148, Ahoms—13
Jed castes—29, Hindus—138, Tubals-—'zg, Tnadi e s oms :
Isq(;}i:;luthis may be f:alc_ula‘ted on another basis, that ilgd[;int‘ghtl;;sstimns-_z, totz}l—tLOB.
Tt If 408 seats were distributed amongst the 94-4 Takhs of i s of population, per

at for 23, ]86 pOpll]athI.l. p pu auOn, therc W]l]. bc
a se Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: :

st prtts I 3 point of inf Sir

: hon. Member trying to distribute tl D oL atighy, B,

K rior by district ? I the whole. Province o
Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA: 1f you, Siy

you can do it for the_ whole Province as well as for disgrilgfs a?CC};)t . Fh.c prini:ipl.c
only simple mathem:—utlgs. or subdivisions. It is
Sir, on that basis if the seats were calculated’ even t] ’ B
25 seats less were given to other communities and 95 €n, Sir, there is injustice.
the Muslims. So, by reducing 25 seats from the po Iﬁorc- SEMY were givel 1o
seats were allottegl to the Muslim Community, A-Muslim  communities those
So, Sir, I give these three ways of calculation and distribution of seats on the



328 THE ASSAM LOCAL BOARD FLECTIONS (EMERGENCY [10TH MAR.

PROVISIONS! BILL, 1915

-

basis of population. Sir, in every c-se, from whatever standard  these figures
are examined, the Members of this House will find that injustice has beer done to
all the communities excluding the Planting community and the Muhammadan
community. I do not like to set one community against the other and creaté
bitterness, but I would appeal to the Members of this House to look into this
matter and try to realise what the situation will be if the ]uinriplr of communal
electorate is introduced in distributing seats. .

I therelore apj)(:lll to the House and to the Government that 1f [hcy have
any regard for democratic principle, they will immediately accept the Amend-
ment and postpoune the election and bring an Amending Bill to modify all the
defects in the present Local Sell-Governmant Act and redistribute the seats and get

it passed by both the Houses of  Legislature or by a conference as suggcstcd
by Mr. Chaudhuri. . .
With these few words [ support the Amendment,. moved by my hon. Friend

Mr. Aditva.

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am one of those who
feel that the election fo the Local Boards of Assam has been overdue. 1 do feel, Sif
that the false excuses like war cmergency and  Census operations ought not to have
been invoked to postpone the election year after year. 5ir, corruptior has corroded
the administration of some of the Local Boards of this Province and as such people do
welcome election on some sound democratic principles but here they have been sadly
disappointed. Sir, in spite ol the assurance given by Govermment that they wou
bring in a new comprehensive piece of legislation, we find, the old antiquated and
obsolete piece of legislation has been allowed to stand defying the influcnce and behests
of time. Therefore, Sir, pcople urged upon Government that this piece of legislation
should be replaced at an early date. But this has not been done. On the other hand
they find that the principle of separatc clection has been stretched too far. They have

further been confronted with unfair deal in the matter ol allocation of seats and

unjust revision of constituencies. I have already said, they have been sadly disappointed.
My esteemed colleag:e, Khan Bahadur Keramat Ali, has rightly condemned the
iﬂthduction of Pakisthan and Akhanda I‘Iindu_g[han in this matter. I am in this I'CS])CCL
at one with him. But I am pained to say, Sir, that this fair land of ours has become
4 veritable Phalisthan (laughter)~—a land where deception had  been practised without
hindrance—where tricks have been  played upon without let and where hoaxes have
been perpetrated without remorse. Sir, here we find that bridges are built and
demolished over night, that roads are built at the cost of Rs. 3 lakhs per mile, that
uota of salt—38 chattaks per head—is reduced to 3 chattaks per head at the time of
sale and distribution and here also we find capitalists arc allowed to be the guardians
and custodians of the rights and privilege of Labour. Such things are possible only
in Phakisthan (hear, hear).
Sir, I want to kpow ﬁ:mn Government whether the present population figures
of all the communities including those in the management of T'ca gardens and areas
held and local rates paid by each community had been taken into consideration at the
time of allocation of seats to thf: different Boards of the Province and I also wantto
know the basis of allotﬁnent of increased scats to particular communities. Trom the
figures quoted by my lon. Friends Mr. Mookerjee and Srijut Sarma, I find that about
95 seats that legitimately belonged to one community have been transferred in favour of
some other commélrpty. Ifit is a fact, it is certainly not a fair deal. I do not want that
justice should be done€ to a particular community, I want Goveranment to do justice to
all the Commu§ltl$af?£ccrneqf I also want to know whether district authorities were
consulted 151 t lfls of tlr andﬂ;f they were consulted, I want to know what the
recom T gflfgatg hqslc{?e officers are. Incidentally ; T may mention here that where
reserv?}tloll;’solutely nc; ncf:n. 1_3¥‘0_Vi_ded for protection of the interests of the minorities,
thcres?; aI would request Cff)lty _f-or provision of nomination or appointment.
i otT] enable them to consul‘:etl}?ment_ to accept the Amencment of Mr. Adity:, for,
3t Mt : e Legislature as well as legal experts to find out whether
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the proposed allocation of seats is illegal and ul!{'n vires as has been done in contraven-
tion of the Assam I.ocal Self-Government Act of 1915 and also the letter and spirit of
the Government of India Act, 1935. It may enable them, if they so desire, to modify
distribution of seats on a just and equitable principle and to see that the same does not
operate against the legitimate interest of any community. My hon.  Friend Mr,
Buracohain has said that our relentless enemy, ‘thc A]apancs!:, made the Allies
durilig the worse days of monsoon. But, I bCllC‘:’C that this Govcf‘mnent is not
enemy and so I hope they will not thrust the election fight on us during this period of
m(ms;mn. With these words, Sir, I‘ support th_c Amendment of Mr. Aditya.

Babu AKSHAY KUf\'IAR DXH s bn‘,. I rise to -‘iU_pport thel: Amendment e
by hon. Mr. Aditya. 1 10{' “1}’56_“‘dc‘> not ‘I:I\c to enter into the discussion at length
about the allotment of seats to dl”CTLIII LO?:n.]‘!]llnH]\‘.S i Local Boards. But I am
.Lst going to point out how a conspiracy Lctwccn_ the Caste Hindus and
_]1.5) ]'\,I'us]ims was hatched up to deprive 'H}e community, represent, ir 3
et nate number of seats according to population basis. [ am imply going ¢ SR
JE o uoting the acwal population figures dccording to which the exact o BEOVS
it b).’ «Clll-c to be allocated to Scheduled Castes, s number of
sczllBI'“ Karimganj, the population of Scheduled Castes is 88,213 ang thi \
geats allotted 18 two The population of Caste Hindus is 156,704 lllll;;lzl)cr lOt

nber ol scats allotted is —six. If this community gets geaqs ,th- _ the
e than my community their  population  on  that basis oy h B o
m(zu 961,639 —and not 156 704, The Muslim population is 311,881 18 { to have
bl"f'l:t';] 14 seats, i. ¢., scven times more than what my community ;cis an:jn( tth_‘are
;Lli]ur‘) population ought to have been 617,491, The Scheduled 'C?istcs of a?i?xrdmgly
« entitled to get 4 scats. h ’ "lmganj
are L;l]tlt](,]:](?hig"??}{j, the population of Scheduled QCasteg is 875
aber of scats allotted is three.  The population of Caste Hindus ¢ 915__ and  the
nut nber of seats allotted *o them is seven. If thar is so their poma 12,862, but
the o o 201,235. The Muslim population is 434,536 an the TOPUlation giiay
hﬁ‘:)(:lt:d' i:‘;T >i. e., about six times more t}}an my cortiy ancilqmbc;-. of o
& )111'1t5611 o&ght to have been 515,576, Sir, to'be fajr thc_aé:Clordmgly their
])[(_)][_Iai)isrglllj should get 4 seats. . : ; - ocheduled Clastes
o = O.N“-" h Sylhet, the Scheduled Castes population is 47,461

fighe
our

nunity
and just

is allotted is-two. . The popuiation of ' Caste Hindus is 117 566 s . 1N€ Dusmibes op
seals :L]!ottt‘d is six, 7. e., three times more than my tOmmunity and if ° Dumber of
i i"ilioﬂ ought to have been 142,383 g W that 30, their
IJOPUI;l Maulvibazar, the Scheduled  Castes population is 67,804 4 d

ts allotted is two. The population of Caste Hindus is 199,934 ‘_:‘d the  nunghye, o
:gils allotted is seven, . €., more than three Umes, and accordiné‘ln}’ ﬂ}::kill-c Mumber of

have been 232,252, "The Muslim population is 5 ;
ugtls?t'ﬂtlzucd is ten, t.e., ﬁ‘}"c tlmles m?l'ﬁ 1‘]1;1;10\\*1&1 I : E;Hd the }:ug:g::m&
seald <7 lation ought to have been 339,470, Th Letg
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bazar $ - fuled Cas fes FHES of Maylyj.
In Sunamgan, the Scheduled Castes population ig 13,347 and )
> 1

allotted is three. _ll‘hell??ll)ult?:]ilsl 015 C;—::Stﬁtll‘(lln:lus is 144,646 and t, € Numhey of seats

llotted I8 SCven b e ben 168,003, The npg oM unity, e ar e
atopul-a_f;ion ought to have Jﬁfn. p ’i§ o 1€ MQSIGm Populatig; | acf.:”“dingly \.t‘he
aumber of seats {1llotted 1s 18, 1. U,l S ‘t iillc? more than what my es S 417 59 and the
on that basis thl(ﬂ(; E)Oplumst;gltls i 440,082, £ ccoraljlc;i;l]urllit gets ard

. o > il c o iCe B : n

mumilr::f lii(:i]l:zkandi, wherefrom our _C.as_te Hindu I\/Iinislcr for | g, my copm-
hails—the Scheduled Castc;s p(‘)pglagon 1s 11,381 and the numbc;ocal Self“(?rovgm
The Caste Hindu population is 37,781 and the number of yq, 15 28t allotteq fo oot
that case their population ought to have: l_)een 5@,905. i l\a'_.[ Otted i e bSOnp.
85,963 and the 1-1Hmbc:' of seats allotted is 11 and in ase 2 usly y OPL{iatiUt 1n

this ¢
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In Silchar, the Scheduled castes population is 70,397 and the number of scats aliotted
is two. The Caste Hindu population is 130,947 and the number of seats allotted is
seven, i.e., three and half  times more than what my community geis. The Muslim
population is 146,555 and the number of seats allotted is nine. In that case, according
to calculation, their population ought to have Leen 1,70,000.

Sir, if there would have been  equitable distribution  of seats  for my
community, as has been done  in the case of the other two communities, then my
community could have got at least one or two seats more in almost all the Subdivisions
of the Surma Valley. Owing to this unfair deal to my community there is discontent
amongst our ”'lffmh'fl'-‘i- When this sort of affair prevails,  the cry for unity among the
Hindu communities is a cry in the wilderness. Mahatna Gandhi always attempts to
unite all the Hindu communities into one body. But what is the result today ?
The minority communitics are always neglected and even unfairly treated.  Itis for
this reason that our great Leader Hon’ble Doctor Ambedkar once wanted to join hands
with Mr.Jinnah, the Leader of the Muslim minority community, for the uplift of all the
minority communities and also with the ultimate intention of sccuring independence of
India as quickfy as possible.  When we do not expect to get justice at the hands of our
brother c::rnrnurli‘ly, we are surc to get it by combining “with all other minority
communities and then only, I believe, independence for India can be hastened.  With
these words, Sir, I support the Amendment moved by my hon. IFriend Mr. Aditya.

Babu SANAT KEJMAR AHIR : AlF9 A& {q=atpe 57+ 79149 1 fas Tt
Fiaalces <1 847 1% a=51m a4 atfasy wmt<m o qegetas ozt wifaatees @ify R
aeel” AT A FA N AT gt T wfacs Pl At soatan agace s, -
=iets bl-atdiis T=9a Tfaa ¢ wots (Fw TEfmmraa ufens Sraq @ wfam Alifacse @ |

@tcaa A€ =T cslerwte A Fface fim @ sica TEFE Qe 99669
Ffaattes o7l cifEm A2y A9F Tt TI0T vN 1 fAfee o e AR TR
mAlCS  CLFA AINET AP AET 2TF Tz Atwaie 17 | Twld 47 AfeeE AT

ol | .
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i B M cFIN 220D A St 20T At g <ty Fsicota 4ics ara %49 27 @2 bt {F
qmrad AF c*tt:f‘f FfEm, TgRT AN ETS wd” wEre wior o2 FeAls Bicw el
fics CotA 4% BIieH AEACFT BIETT AgeAmT {7 (Y vy A9 2 WA Bl-Alel Twid

carcFa @it QB TG AT M
qieAra AAT NE -S| S G gwen st 19,2 fef A swe 9F
qicp oA ANSArReS ')Ti?_{ | U AT qepe oqecE fef a4y o[iE Tt
qee TGSIACTH 1‘1":7 = W?ICET_\‘_-%HT g —EEwet Bl -atltcTa >0 @ TgAF'S Bl-
apsttera AATFCRT AT AWHCS CUCED Thg | wrzw  opate 74T Moz e 218eE
oAz AT [T TS S TS AfcAT cr pl-aeliva SioAT 3R w6z T
v ageAd fofifa TECS 704" | 2wt wfary wgram afEad w wics ¢ AR
stF o v;yf*‘@?:’f‘j?ﬁ f=5ica FfHcEs o84 - '
il qiﬂ;aﬁﬁ T ETM At @ S Azjara agete) | wmiaE
giea’m Ao SIEICTT FOLT 997 9121 92 cAtemer catzea” @i achea TCHIS 2yt ol |
1 -t SETFEE T ANET @77 szt o Teatettan “Afapa facs ©fzta ga 38T




1945.] THE ASSAM LOCAL BOARD ELECTIONS (EMERGENCY 331
PROVISIONS) BILL, 1945

TR cFtime FoA M s sfew afee m-atelitE wewor e srfefafa
AteTa =7 AW M—ege agmeT IRFET SRS e Gt wE 1 e
iaites Ae[@a AFPIe AFtERITIRE @ stetsn BEiteT |

ETFa Q@ET g MEA AW w-aAvitw fown frm BEics @ @i F
FATSCT BAGT T FAW FTEE AT B1-atolitaa itzacns gatew @tet T4cEF
gidatm {75a27 939 Glte | Tus @R 97 aidin-wen @lers @TeT @ g Tte
fem mi@ 4T vl sfa@ta s tea si-gtsicra sicze ATind =hy Aifes 23aea | i
oz FMT 57 GO AqT TAFET qFH WrorT Oigwiearm o2 FT |

@ie BI-ANCHE Agacwa Mw SifFcam gfvals g a1=4% 7% |
S 7T @b DT R TS de T My ang | @F e fwig AT o}
sga=rta [ I371 FfaatteT 2 S>op Tea fBa AT} ATICTT 51 =t
gt FF 9I QRE GIb mi@ mEn B oo i
1971 |

afe ANFA @ET foon 357 AR o Mfieen woqmes o ffs BN dlifSece
@ (At GG CF firals 7w Figcrs Frvts a7 Rrgh w1 s 75 | '

w7 2Ol FU AT Bigd W2 FEIT @F My e Vs T ATE @
trarats 197 AR G w3 vw i | @it 9y 1w Ehre $ieiti @2 @i
qeprra AfFFAN AT =l agEvE matatts v wie @ Afids =TT SAfsh
yeead ceIPifaFT A=t =fFm 78507 | 5

42 7t IFAE A e wifeces TN A ST T F ey g3z apt =&
g, AN @ AP BRE EwdE el it e sterew Rt fr @2
ARFANCE TAFT FAN =T M 93 Agaen miems qiwy T g el
524 | s

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Mr.

“!()I‘dS .

Onec point I am particularly anxio'us to place before the ) .
how far the action ol - Government in allotting the seats Lhzgoulize;:nd t}].mt: 15
ith the privileges of the House. I Am not going to take the time of consistent
w discussing the dcta_rls ot the distribution of seats, but I (ly . e of the _Housc
I)]Y right of Members is a matter unk, the question of
the

which concernsg i
S every ge 1 1
the o not know under‘what clause or under what rule th(é:n‘s,ontogq e o
(;overnment. As far T heard, it was proposed to he ili)s pcl Lk
ne

e Local Self-Government Act.  But

Bl st fooa
TTrs Aga 99U
AMETT O5B T @ b
TS WrCr FeeR Rt

Speaker, Sir, T wil just speak a few

. it has alre. ¢ undec section 4
of th - o . Jas already beep inte

ccount of the ci1ange Erought about in the C():1st1tuti011 by th Cpolnted out that on
;1\ . 1935, Local Government has heen made to ¢ Government of India

c

4 Provincial Government has got to funciiopn W
iyw if Government have got to function 1
w]?at, are the processes that  the  Government “should
responsible to the Legislature? .

If the Government wanted to make this distribution

sJointed out by my hon. F_l'iend Mr., aminj Kumar § as _has been rigl}tly
of princip]e and many other important matters, affecting thecn, ]mvolves questions
it ought Lo have ll)een dO‘nc In a manner in whicl the Hous e edOf e Brein
opportunizy Lo discuss this matter in some shape oy other CIWOUI have got full
done by rules; those rules ought to haye been brought bleforz.""?ls PI‘I_OIDosed toﬂb?:

: : - the ouse so tha

A {nlgl.t‘ dlscuss | those ‘ 1'u‘les. In i e e 50 t
function, rules and bye-laws, framed by the Governmen Popular dconls;tltutl(?ns
received the notice

ol the Members of Legislature in some shape or other, so ;h:iwifey bring 6 Sthe
'Y may bring to

'ilt?cmil Prf“"inCial Government
vith re -.1 i 21d of the Legislature.

(SDOnSlhlht}: to the Legislature,
adopt as a body which is

which,
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amendment or change they may wish to make, by
far as our Government 1s concerned
ade The  whole thing has

notice of the popular Assembly, any
means of some Motion in the House. Now, as
we do not know how these allotments have been n
been kept secret. Thus there has been a regular infringement on the privileges
of the House in preventing consideration of this matter. We are not asking much
from Government when we are asking them to postpone the elections il
3_1:¢t March 1946. We are only asking them to give the House an upimrlunily to
discuss this important matter. If the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge is not coming with an
amending Bill, there may be some private Members who might  come  with  such
a Bill. At any rate, the Housc should be in a position to discuss this matter and
see whether the distribution of seats has been cquitable to the communities and
other important matters that might require amendment. Ibven now. I press the same
point of view before the Government, [ repeat, Sir Government can very well post-
pone this election till 31st - March 1946 *and if the proviso clause has been so
offensive to the Ministry, we may be prepired to go without that and withdraw it.
But, what we really insist upon is that we should be given an opportunity  to function
as a democratic body and we may, at any rate, be allowed to discuss the matter
which is being presented by Government. With this few words 1 support the Amend-

ment.

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, although the debate on this matter has practically taken the whole
of the day and quite a large number of hon. Members have taken partin it, I find
that only a few new points have been raised in course of the debate which were not
discussed at the time when T moved for the consideration of the Bill on the first day
of this Session. And on those also, most of the hon. Members, who were opposing  the
Amendment of my hon. Friend Mr. Kabindra Nath Aditya, have l-c:p]irrl and I find
that very few things have been left for me on which I should give reply.

his Amendment, said that I did not open my lips. Idid
not expect a statement like this from my Friend Mr. Aditya, because he knew that at
the time of moving for consideration of the Bill I did really make
a speech. He further says that I did not open my lips but the
Hon’ble Premier stood up and s_pokr':. The IHon’ble Premier, when he rose to speak,
made it pcrfcctly clear that d_urlnp; the de’ ate many matters involving the .pn]u:)f had
been raised and he was standing as the Premier to reply to those. 1In spite of that
my hon. Friend -just uttt:r(‘d_ a very beautiful aphorisnm- that ‘“the dumb has no
enemy” 1 can also very I:lgtltlY say that “‘the deaf can utter any nonsense’’.
Babu Kamini Kumar Sen :  Is it parliamentary ) Mr. Aditya mentioned
that if the postpcu‘n:.r‘ﬂf:nt up to 15th June is accepted the time will be very inopportune
and he advanced his reason that the monsoon will start (though monsoon hardly
in the first part of June) and that will be the cultivating season. But, Sir, where
*s the remedy ’ Had] thcrct;ccn provision in the Bill that election shou!d be post-
poned till the next €O d;;;at_nfr’ T'?lyl hon. Friend rmight have thought it [it to object
to that also saying th._ar: tirml: a‘;c‘{"f = )e rather too cold for moving about and that
again will be harvcstl} Bm Gt hie tfi people will be very busy in the fields and it will

i ime when the rice crop will-be ripe in the field.

i jsturb
be unfair to dis > oot B that tine |
e 0 e avglti] criticism but we must proceed with the work that is
suitable for everybody.

nr. Aditya, when moving

'Then. anothigig%zthiil my Friend Mr. Aditya as well as many other Friends
raised 18 w_hct’n;ifm Friend MTS_;&hg right to approve or ¢isapprove the distribution
of seats thoug: & tB;lc 8 oy ditya said, distribution of constituencies). 1 think, the

je Premi€l, T day, gave a fitting reply and I should ot repeat that for

Hon’b Firstly, because i

g se it
oy rcascm‘r:);ody 5cerr3’c,d to have bel-;is been 50 very ably done by the Hon’hle Premier
that every satisfied and there was no objection raised on the

JESESNIN S
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floor of the Housc that-day. Secondly, Sir, as a layman, as a non-lawyer, I do not
dare to do that because, Sir, a lawyer of your - reputation may excuse me for my
pointing out laws but other lawyers, who have got very little to do in the bar and who,

though by name are legal practitioners, now-a-days do many other business for their
own livelihood, may not excuse me. <

Now, Sir, my hon. Friend Babu Lalit Mohon Kar in his tiny little speech said
that injustice has been done to the people of Maulvibazar. He said that thz Hindu
population is larger in Sou'h Sylhet Subdivision than the Moslem population, but that
10 seats have been given to the Moslems whereas only 9 seats have been given to the
non-Moslems. I find, Sir, from the 1941 Census figures, that the non-Moslem popu-
Jation of South _Sylhct is 1,83,236_w}1crcns the Moslem population is 2,37,761. So,
Sir, there is a difference of gholutr 54,500 and odd. ]Tlrttreﬁ':l~(:, the difference of one seat
in a difference of about half a lakh is not a thing which should be condemned.

Sir, Mr. Mookerjee in his speech took a lot of time in giving out the number of
seats distributed in the different Boards', and I thought, I_ﬁ‘ir, that he would be able to
make out a very strong case (Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee-—T did.)  But, I must say
that he could not plead hls_ case as successfully ag _evcrthdy was expécting him to do.

Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee—In the words of the Hon’ble Premier, I can say
«] can take the horse near the water, l?llt I cannot make him drink”.) Sir, my Friend
started with the N‘m‘lh Svlhet Subd_lvlsmn from \\’l}m‘c he comes. 1 find, Sir, that the
population figure for 11011-‘1\’.{(‘;5(1(‘.1135 in Ll};}t placc:. is 1,_6Q,_661_ and that sof Motle ot
4.90,434,— a diflercnce ol I3,_.),:13. Sir, what is our distribution »  We have given 18
sc,atsr (o the Moslems and 8 seats (o the non-Moslems. If we g0 by the population
figures, I have quoted,the Moslems are entitled to get at least three times the number of
seats the Higldl{s have got ; but, Tlr, we ha_ve given them less than that (4 Voice—
Why this injustice to the NIoslcmg): 111 view of ll}esc [acts and figures, if my Friends
come and say that we Imvc_clonc injustice to certain pcople, 1 think, Sir, no sensible
man would give them credit.

2 My Friend DMr. AdlL‘}a said the other day that it appears  as 'if there is e
i Minister in the Gabinet from the Surmg Valley. Ifp 1
Hindu i Minister who is selfish, who j i Y that statement he
hat there is no Minister who is selfish, who i partial, who i« 2D 3
meant the ¥ e Pt ’ 1S unfair and unjust
d who only looks to the interests of a particul ]
an

! ar community, S <% S
[ am sorry. he will not find a man like that in me. L think "he ia SOLEEEh
put

r ‘riend Mr. Mookerjee mentioned erh i
Sir, my Frienc v ¢ : > Perhaps Very carefylly
ailaka,ndi Local Board and quoted figures ; perhaps his ully, the n

f ame of the
ulteriory idea

ioht have some repercussion in my futyre political career s Lt
W™ ™ m e e T s R :
! O v T \ 5 )
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER ;' The Hop ble  Minister should no ke 1
. v . e such
mOthCS‘ .

s Hon'ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA (jax
'lzg;?i(li figures I find that the number of the non-M Ay
Haz ber of Moslems 1s }95,?63—f,e., almost dUublc‘:_
o hereas the Moslems eleven. : .

l AVARTY About the

2 oslems ig 44,884, whereas the
¢ Hindus have been given six

seats W &

"hen, Sir, about the area held and the loca] rates paj -

In Ir:ll?]:ﬁakandi’ Lhe'area occupied by the Moslems is] ;i,%’Q.,ISEavebigtfliathosilﬁg‘ires al(fgl

Moslems occupy 1,32,039 bighas ; the Moslems Pay local yate e s and the non:

the Hindus pay Rs. 4,642,  All these ficures clearly ‘show | ey

Rs. 9,059 whereas
done to the non-Moslems,

Injustice has been

Now, Sir, my hon. Friend Mr. Akshay Kumar
know about the Scheduled Castes.  Sir,

as has heen very anxious to
Castes people, who werce never before

many seats to the Scheduled
Pdrdtt‘, Seats, 1[ was we who

we have givep
gl\’(‘l} any se
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first gave them separate representation. Now, Sir, anyonc who comes from
the Surma Valley knows that our Scheduled  Castes  people in  the
whole of the Valley are distributed in such a way that it is very difficult
to find many places where they preponderate  and  where reasonably
seats could be allotted. Of course, their total figure might be a good one
but it will be quite impossible-—supposing in three or four or five or six thanas or
villages the Scheduled Castes people are distributed in sinall numbers—to give them
seats in every thana and in every place.
Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Isitan argumcnt 2

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : As, thereby,
we will have, proportionately, to increase the number of scats of the rest making
! the total number an unwieldy one, The size of the entire Board should .be
reasonable.

Mr. Mookerjee raised another question that we have not made any separate
provision for Indian Planters. Had that been donc, I do not know, if Mr.
Mookerjee could have been benefited becatise they would have been in such a minority
that their case would have been worse than what it is.

Mr. BAIDYANATIT MOOKER]JEE: He has no idea about constituency.
He is talking all nonscnse.

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : I have every
idea. Sir, we know at present even ‘under the existing arrangement a good many
Indian Planter gentlemen could come into the Local Boards from the Tea Industry
for many ycars. I can name one gentleman 3 he was Jate Rai Bahadur Nilambar
Dutta who was in the Dibrugarh Local Board for not less than a period of 20
years and every time he came on the vote of the Planting community. I think,
he was the Chairman of this l.ocal Board on the support of the Planting people
as well as others for about 17 years.  We know also, Sir, and Mr. Mookerjee also
knows that in the Surma Valley, his father-in-law—Ilate Rai Bahadur Nagendra Nath
Chaudhury was elected many times from the Planting constituency and T think, he was
for some time Chairman also. We also know that in Jorhat Rai Bahadur Heramba
Prasad Barua, who is now a member ol the Public Service Commission, was also
returned many times. So, Sir, I say even if they arc not given separate seats
their interest is not at all affected. I also know, Sir, in certam Local Boards
nominations were given {rom the Indian Planters.  In Hailakandi Local Board,
while I was the Chairman, onec Mr. B. M. Gupta was nominated there as a
member All these facts go to show that the interest of Indian Planting peoplc
are not overlooked ecither by the constituency itself or by the Govern-
ment. Now, Sir, many other Triends raised the question that it
was necessary for th= Government to bring in an amending Bill,
1 mean Local Sqlf-Government Amending Bill. The Hon’ble the Premier,
the other day, dealt f”‘th that matter, He has stated the difficulty that might be pre-
sented before the .GOVfJI'nmcnt in doing so. We all know that an amending Bill,
takes a very long time. When we all expect that the War might come to an end
yery s001, and when we all expect that there would be a change in the Constitu-

tion which will hal‘:e repercussion on the constitution of Local Bodies, it is not worth-
,while to take up that now.

Now, Si;‘is 5(‘;“011161” point has been placed before the House about the power of
the melncthink overnment to distribute scats without bringing it before the
L onls e e Member could say that the Provincial Government had not the
po“;;?ll;l-e thr:Y Pl‘imz V\K&r_lt?d that perhaps it would be o matter ol grace to do. The
Hoen'ex-gmtia. In Vicv:fmsfper, the other day, sFated very clearly that it would have
be $akis o !-h(i fact that the life of the present postponement Act,
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will end by the 31st of this month, I think, it is not possible for us to consult the

Houses. I may also mention that previously no such procedure was ever followed by
any Ministry.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV : It has been the custom with this Hon’ble

House for Government to come forward with Motions for consideration on various
items. When Government decided to separate the Public Health Department they
came forward with a scheme for approval of the House. When they wanted to have
a Trade Adviser and the Supply Agency in Calcutta then also they came before the
House.

The Hon’ble th SPEAKER :

It has been said th
these were done ex-gratia. y

at the House is to take that all
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAK]{AVAR'I“Y:

. > My submission
.« that those schemes involved some cost to the ]:..\:chcqucr of tFe GOVCrnm)ent‘and tuis
" why Government had to come before the House.

15 2

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: This
peop]e.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER:  With regard (o the admissibility
_— the Amendment which seeks to add a proviso to sub claus:?ll)llé}}clz?is;};agt'p?g;

Bill 1 have c_onsidered all_thc arguments that have heep advanced against its admissibi-
litv. 1 have given my careful thnugbt 1«).what_h.as been stated by diffm%m hon. Members
and I do not think that I was wrong in holding that the Amendment was in order. 1
have got very gogwd reasons in favour of my decision ; but it would be simpl ti;*in
the House il'1 give those reasons now. K urther, to expedite the com:lusiI(:J)ny f‘th%
dicussion 1 refrian from giving my reasons now. Therei'ore, Ip "
to some other day. I put the Amendment before

scheme involyes the rights of the

the vote of ostpone giving reasons

1 'ole o o

divided the Amendment into two parts. the House. [ have
The question is: ‘
That in sub-clause (1) of clause 2 for the words an '

19457 occurring in the fourth line, the words and fignpes wq 1SUTES “15th  June,
. : >

supstituted.

es “31st March, 1046” be

“The Assembly divided,

AveEs 21

1. Babu Akshay Kumar Das. 12, S Mahade. .

2. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. 13, Skt Mah‘i (:';1 arma,

3. Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi. 14. Babu Nirenq andra Bora.

4. Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdar. 15. Srijut Purfm;a Nath Dev.

5. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi. 16. Baby R ar Sarma,

6. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan. - 17, S;i‘ut abindya Nath Aditya.

7. Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath. i 1U Ram Nath® Das.

8. Srijut Kameswar Das. + Srijut Sarveswar Barua.

9. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen. 19. Baby Shibendra Chanara Biswas
10. Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah. 20. Srijut Siddhi N 3y ;
“11. Babu Lalit Mohon Kar, 21, ath Sarma.

Baby Sanat Kumar Ahir.
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Maulavi Dewan
Ahbab Chaudhury.
Muhammad

Khan  Sahib
Muhammad
Khan Sahib
Amiruddin.
Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
Maulavi Muhammad Magbul Hus-
sain Chaudhury.

Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia,
Maulavi Mabarak Ali.

Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Laskar.
Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed.

Maulavi

Me. F. W. Blennerhassett,
. Mr. . H. S. Lewis.
Mr. D. B. H. Moore.

Mr. C. W. Morley.
Mr. R. A. Palmer.
Dr. C. G, Terrell.

Mr. W. D. Rutherfurd.

Mr. A. Whittaker.

Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
Srijut Bideshi Pan T'ani.

Mr. Binode Kumar J. Sarwan.
Rev. L. Gatphoh.

Mr. C. Goldsmith.

Mr. Jobang D. Marak.

PROVISIONS) BILL, 1945
Nops-—40
1.. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir 19.
Muhammad Sazdulla.
2.-The Hon’ble Mr. Naba . Kumar 20
Dutta. '
3. The Hon’ble Maulavi Munawwar
: 21.
Ali. - 0o
4. The Hon’ble Srijut Hirendra Chan- B
dra Chakravarty. e
5. The llon’bic Khan Sahib Nlaulavi 25
Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhuri. 24.
6. The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Nath 25.
Saikia. 26.
7. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul Matin 2.
Chaudhuri. 28
8. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mau- 29
lavi Sayidur Rahman. '_'('
9. The Hon’ble Miss Mavis Dunn, iy
10. The Hon’ble Srijut  Rupnath e
Brahma. 32.
11. Srijut Ghana Kanta Gogoi. 33.
12. Rai Sahib Doulat Chandra Go- 34.
hain. 35.
13. Srijut Surendranath Buragohain, 6.
14. Maulavi Abdul Aziz. .37
15. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury. '
16. Maulavi Abdur Rahman, 38.
17. Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf. 39,
18. Mau]avi I\'If]. Abdus Sa]am. 4,'0.

The question was negatived.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon.
art of his Amendment ?

Member want to press the remaining

e Babu RABINDRA NA:I’H ADITYA: No, Sir. -
SPEAKER : Then the hon. Member may beg leave of the

House to withdr

my

drawn with

The Hon’ble the
aw the same.
Babu RABI

Amendment
art of ©

has been
ny Amendment,
The the leave of the House,
Ltion 18 <“That clause (2)
tic n was adopted. i
sple the SPEAKER .

The que
ThC unS

NDRA NATH ADITYA: §
réjected, |

ir, in view of the fact that the first part of
beg leave of the House to withdraw the

remaining Par] SPEAKER :
Hon’ble the R: Then the other part of the Motion stands with

of the Bill stands part of the Bill”.

The Hor The question is: <“That clause (1) of the Bill stands

the Bill”’-
rt '%iw qucstion was adopted,

The Hon’ljlc the SPEAI{ER:

11 stand part of the Bill*’,
the I§f*h€ questi()n was a.dopted_

pa
The question is: ““That the Title and Preamble of

-
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The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA GHANDR:'& CI—_I:\KRAV.—\RTY:
Sir, 1 beg to move that the Assam  Local Board Elections (Emergel;cy 1
1945, be passed. ' :
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : I'he R’Iotl_u‘n moved : =X :
“I'hat the Assam Local Board Elections (rimergency Provisions) ABI”_’
passed”. i o
Any hon. Member desire to say anything ? : )
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE » Xlay we have an idea as to how long we
shall sit. K
e 'l'?:u Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  We shall be finishing by
Mr. G. GOLDSMITH: I will be very short, Sir,
1 down. 23
“”“;“;:- it 1s well-known to Lh_(-. hon. z\flcm'b‘crs ol this at there are three areat
) ]’u-iuus, bodies in India and in Assglll. ‘[oday, eaking, we find aboﬂ: T
A l".‘.s of Hindus, about 10 crores of Muslims and ahout One crore of Chyios:
C{gl}ndhn Christians are just a little less than the w
the : {

ristlans, ;.
hole Populatj ; el
ation of Asgy

. : sam,
I ask whether India can neglect and ignore o n
may 1 <

Mr. Speaker,
rovisions) Bill,

1945, be

5 ov quarter past 5.°
as I have gor my speech

House th

\ Now
1€ crore of Christi -
| . i stlans g aK
ognizanee of only 10 crores of Muslims ? e
cog In Assam the Hindus are nearly 36 11211.{11?' Aand, witly Tribal Hindus t :
be much more Musli ns 34 lakhs and the Christians nearly 4 lakh el

i isti H 5. Wil 3
f these 4 lakbs Indian Christians be m-..g_,rtcc_tc_r.l and ignoreg ? It A l the Interests
(tjh‘lt the Hindus, in some parts, are minorities. In t

st be reme
: : mbered
" minoriti :en brought i f 'l-m b G({"’C"llment of India Act
he question of minoritics has h(,en1 brought into further Prominence, T e A0S
: inorities as Scheduled Castes and Tribals, are Included. ~ By the re, in other
mi ’

social and racial grounds are the lut‘c.st _in-u.ol‘v;}timlls, con}ing.at‘u;;ihg?i:igsat.xm}s on
the 1935 Act. 1 910 not g_ru_dgc such bri,ll‘l-g,h 'ltlJlgdltdcc_ as Moritjes, but the dbmafmn. of
made on the rc]igu?us bu:ms 1s pl'cscnt‘t: 1ere L1. .t 1§ time angd th"Onghom th c1flalcz?.t.10n
and that demarcation will be the more 1111113(‘)1‘&_111(, in the days (4 Cotni € centuries,
) Be it known, therefore, that Indian G urstians form )y oot O P
nority in India and in Ass:'nn(i .lel‘cpci';:ig:;s. )'u{tli]clz must be borng iy, 11!31(;?:1 ;Fl}giougz mi-
purposes by Government and a ‘E)to O; Holuct s oy Vernmen, h“f)l all future
ignore the Christians as a minority, et the i 28 Herests of oy no8lect or
18 am as a whole and respect onl_y‘ Lho§c of the k‘Imdl ) t Christiang 5
A.SS}A oral depravity and violation 0(- the clcim.nta’ry Princip]eg of & will [a Chargcd
with ﬂ}'l] refore, my only course 1s to turn to the Hon P]e Min JUstice and fail‘pla
Tfe;- redress. ~ Considering all that I have said, | request pi - 0Cal Self Y.
m"-ntt '?hc interests ol the Christians. There are Loca] 11y
hear

O itak

2 A - - oar dke in =
elected by the General Constituencies. That shows, ¢ ds wher Chy: to his

bheen

. . > ) 1stiang h
g 3 tain areas and in certain aveas |jgy], ¢ ave
able numbers in certain ar Elsqd = L P ll ttle legg and iy, 1ans in Conside-
sillless. T am not asking for- seserved seats in those B 10 corrgiy her zreq
il less. } . ask e a
st ch seats in the present day‘s. lI "15. s:::-f:tclln' those I)Oalds, Where i Ve no lusa f‘or
sui returned by clection, a a.catl )}t;, o t]:': 1;; ea,(l:)h by ROy SrC the g S o
qon is provided ir the Act. ] lnm\ ; rC 0 on’ble Mlnistm- i \xh‘en SUch; 4 o
S]?ticiSc:d, but his position is Cll‘lll(:ll‘{.' \\o_u 1 not sugoest Foih o ma Hmdu 1:;1 ovi-
e ) curse from our community 1101 Igat providing anything oy 5 (l)ment it o Wg 115
G i a change is contemplated. = h u
since a change - ) ‘ € 85 > .
be dgibu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Mr. speq bk Mething yyi]
o«

: . . S
as generated in course of the discussion ol which I vy the’l‘ogt’ I fing
was § :
Iy T could not help it. s ause a4
X Sir. I find that the Ministry have Cf ed what they desiy d
3 iit’- The arguments that were put forwar d from diﬂ‘erent e y weigh
rr;lszOInY jurisprudence, it is said that 1t is not enough thag groups W(:r: t of a sheer
. - * . . . S 3 1 3
:hould feel that it is done. So was the case her‘?_ Whethep Justice i e ]gt :nSWer_
has been justly treated or unjustly _treate_d,‘ this SChfame of € pa"ticul ’c u peoP]e
tc; have been widely published, public opiniong ought Cation e COMMunity
House ought to have been given a chance to

Much hegt
Unfortunate.

. [ . v : Seats ought
ron . - i t
Pronounce jy | o 0Vited: and che

nit, g

O, whether
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seats have been fairly and equitably distributed, that was not so mui b the contention of
my Motion as a discussion on the right to have the scheme placed before the House.

Sir, our anxicty to have the clections as carly as possible is not any way less than
that of other sections of the House but circumstances created by the Government force
us to ask for a further extention, so that greater injustice might be avoided.  Thatis
why we have been compelled by force o! circumnstances to move for further extension
although we know that the present Boards have outlived their utility and have become
antiquated.

Sir, I am glad that the Hon’ble Minister of Local  Sclf-Government has recovered
his power of speech. Perhaps he does not know that [ have got advantage over e
him. My vocal organis still intact and so I can mouve in society.  But, one, whose
vocal organ is d-fective, cannot mix and move in socicty (hear, hear) and perhaps he
does not know that the dumb are generally deal but the deaf are not generally
dumb. But, anyway, Sir, now that in the Decaf and Dumb School of which Sir
Muhammad is the founder, he is receiving his lessons and training, [ am sure, before
long, he will recover his power of speech and we shall not have any further complaints
on that score.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, before the Bill is finally passed, I
would like to refer to one very important factor and that is with regard to the minimum
possible expenditure  the Local Boards need to be called upon to incur in connec-
tion with the ensuing clections. I think, I voice the unanimous opinion of all the Local
Boards in Assam when I say that none of the Boards isin a position to bear an cnor-
mous expenditure of Rs.10,000 for each Board. At the present moment the finances of
our Boards arc in a desperate condition and most of the Boards are unable to bear even
their obligatory charges. I have personal knowledge of the Local Boards in the District
of Sylhet and none of these Boards will be in a  position to pay their Primary School
teachers within the year. Many Boards will end the year with " huge deficits.” There-
fore, thesc Boards are notin a position to bear the burden of this cnormous  expen-
diture for the election purposc. I hope, Government will consider this matter syw.pa-
thetically. ; -

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Sir, that the present Local Boards have lived
very long and that they should be n:‘p:lam d at the earliest opportunity, no body disputes
that, and I am sure, when my hon. Iriend Maulavi Ahdul Aziz was trying to impress
upon the House the necessity of holding the elections immediately, most of the hon.
Members were 1n agreement with him.  But, the difliculty is about the sre-distribution
of seats by Government. When the Government proposc redistribution ol seats in the
manner they have done a very vital civic right of the people is affected. The Hon’ble
Ministcr-in-chafgc of Local Sell-Government said in his reply to my query that when
the Government Motions were placed before the House for approval of different
schemes they were Placcc} only bcca_usc they involved expenditure of money. I submit,
Gip, thatthe civic right is no less important than any money spent by Government,

these days, this question is rather more important. When the Government mate-
rially alters ‘thc Chal‘ac;tcxl"{ of self-governing institutions, pcople have a right to have
their saY- Governnfex;l " hllow perfectly that there is a chorus of protest against the re-
distribution ((’jf seats that have been made by Government. So, I would like to make
a request t© 1 oiyerenﬁllzntr to come before th¢ House in this Session, when we have yet
14 days t1me )ehor & eP Olpgat;on of the House, with a Motion for the consideration
of the scheme -t CYA re going to adopt for redistribution of the seats, as suggested by
Buragohaln. s _we considered the Motions for separation of Public Health

for appointment of Trad : . 7 ks :
Depaftff‘en.t - J : y rade Advisor and Civil Supply Agencics, on the
gituation of the Province and things ljke t PP s
much about the distributi ngs like that, and when the Government have
heard SI hope, Government wi Jution of  seats from many sections of this Hon’ble
2 will take us into their confidence about this subject

as well- ) o o
The Hon’ble Srijut. HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Sir, I do

¢ enter 1irnto an : >
not like to Y controversy with Mr. Aditya at this late hour about the



1945 THE ASSAM LOCAL BOARD ELECTIONS (EMERGENCY

339
PROVISTONS) BILL, 1945

question of deaf and dumb. We all know that our most revered Mahatma - Gandhi,
though he is not dumb, assumes the garb of a dumb and carries on with his duties in
writing. I the wishes of my Friend Mr. Aditya come to be true I shall be able
to carry on my buisness, through his blessings, in writing and also moving in the
society.

Sir, my Friend Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury has raised a question about granting
funds by the *Government for mecting the eclection expenses by the Boards. This
proposnl, I am sorrv to say, has come very late. Howevcr= I shall note down his
suggestion and shall consult the Finance Department before I commit anything.

My Friend, Mr. Goldsmith has raised a question about the seats for the Indian
Christians. I can assure him that we do not igrore their case. Our only difficulty
is that their population is so scattered that reservation of seats for them proves almost
impossible, and most of their people are in the Tea Estates. Even now, Sir, many of
their people can come into the Boards _by f:lef‘-tlol}; In‘ the past the Government re-
cognized their claims and thcy_f got nominations. Therefore, T say, he has got lecitimate
claim which — overnment will always consider, as before, and take action when the
proper time for nomination comes. I have nothing more, Sir, (o add.

The Hou'ble the SPEAKER: The question is:

«That the Assam Local Boaz'd.(Emurgcncy Provisions) Bill, 1045, be passed”
The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA replied :

81. (a) —From June to December i%iﬁ:ggig%gcattlc
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Government have alrczld_y PIE}CCd an Cmbal‘go on the slaughter of cattle
of certain age, vide Government Notification No. C.176/43/93, dated the 31st May
044. :
i Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: What
that age - X
The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: 1 o LT
Noti;ircation- “In exercise of the power conferred by clause agl o%l;ib-lrealdm% Ouij: rtlﬁi
g1 of the Defence of India Rules, the Governor of Assam is pleased t %’e‘ &) E1) 0
erson shall, as from the date of publication of this order, whetl 0_ bu ec}t;. tla.ltf r{x)r
{y his agent, slaughter or cause to be slaughtered for 13u1‘p0; &8 of 1 by minse civil
Ymilitar}'a or sell or purchase or cause to be sold or pyy ks Ol Ccomsumption 7
g umption : Purchased for purposes of suc
cons (a) any cattle or buffalocs below the age of ten years : or
(h) any cow in milk or pregnant, whether below the ;me
(c) any sheep or goats under the age of 21 or 9 PR S ! IS
+Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE ; H‘Nhy ﬁgureall‘espectmely_ : s
to December for the year 1943 ?  What about January to 1\;1&8 b;zen supplied from Ju
+The Hon'ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: * e 1. e
June 1943 to December, 1944, lave got the figures Ir
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSS : .
ﬁgurI of January to May 1943 ? S L CHAUDHURY: Whatis the

1The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA :

18

of ten years or not ; Or

That is not available, Sir.

TSpeech not corrected
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:

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The other two  Bills* which were to be taken up to-
day will be taken up on the 23rd March. These Bills would be put down for all t.h_cir
stages and if any hon. Member likes to table any Amendment to any of these Bills
he should take care to do so in such proper time as is prescribed by the Rules.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 AL »., on Monday, the 12¢th March,
1945.

SHILLONG : A. K. BARUA,

Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.
The 4th May, 1945.

. * The Assam Standard Weights and Mecasures Bitl, 1944, J
The Assarn Debt Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 1945,

«G.P. (L A) No.2—1254 —8-5-1945

tncuﬁ:ﬂﬂ NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Sir, that the present Local Boards have lived '
very long and that they should be replaced at the carliest opportunity, no body disputes
that, and I am surc, when my hor;. l'rlc.nd Maulavi ‘A.‘]’d”.] Aziz_was trying Lo impress
upon the House the nccessity of holding the CICC‘LI(‘)HS lnl'nl(!(llillcl}’, most ol the hon.
Members were in agreement ,Wlth h“n‘| But, the difficulty is about the f‘l'ﬁfdlslz'l}).utloil
fseats by Government. When.lhc (;t)_vel"nlxlcxlt propose rt:fllstrl‘bulum orlﬂseats In the
g e they have done a very vital civic right of the people is affected.  The Hon’ble
mAnHet _gll,argc of Local Sell-Government said in his reply to my query that when
Mmlswr-l_[hrlmcnt Motions were placed before the House for approval of different
the Govc,tahey were placed only because they involved expenditure of money. 1 submit,
sc-hem]e]S ¢ the civic right is no less importany than any money spent by Government,
iy days this question is rather more important. When the Government mate-
. thﬂsﬁ;ers the character of self-governing institutions, people have a right to have
rially @M€, 0 nment know perfectly that there is a chorus of protest against the re.
tbelr-ga{i.on of seats that have been made by Government. 50, I would like to make
distribu . to Government to come before the House in this Session, when we have yet
» rcqucsti me before the prorogation of the House, with a Motion for the consideration
14 daYSCheme they ar¢ gomng to adopt for redistribution of the seats, as suggested by
of theBiragohain. As we considered the Motions for separation of Public Health
- artment for appointment of ‘Irade Advisor and Civil Supply Agencies, on the
Deparmic situation of the Province and things like that, and when the Government haye
econo much about.the dlStl‘-lbutiOn of seats from many sections of this Honlhle
House 1 hop€; Government will take us into their confidence about this subject
as W?%]he HOn,ble‘ SI‘]._]U’. HIRENDRA CHANDRA CI’IAI(]KAVAR‘T‘Y‘, Si[’, I do
aot like t© enter into any controversy with My, Aditya at this late hour about the

.

R






