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Proceedings of the Sixteenth Session of the First Assam Le

gislative

Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government of India Act,
1935 |

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 2 p. M. on Friday, the
9th March, 1945. :

PRrRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble

Ministers and fifty-eight hon, Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIQONS
(T'o which oral answers were given),

Assam Educational Conference held at Silchar
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :
£58, 1) WnlCavermpent ba pleased to state whether the
ies of resolutions passed in the mecting of the Assam Educ
COI)Silchzu' during January last ?
= (b) If so, what steps Government have taken or propose to take and when,
on the said resolutions ? ‘

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
58. (a)—Yes, separately as forwarded to Government on the 14th, 17th, 19th and
21st February,rlf)d-s. . : ‘
(5)--The "ESQ‘IUUOHS are under the consideration of Government,
Mr BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May we expect that early decision will be
de by Government in this matter ?
™% The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN .
ossible.

P lavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Do Government consider that t

5 thg/l:gslociutions of the Conference are very reasonable ? he demands made
1M M rhe Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN -
them as yet, e

ey have received the
ational Conference held

Yes, as early as

I have not zeen

Re Congress and Communist Political Py

+Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked. PR apneks

*59 Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The number of Congress polit

ical pris g 1
ember, 1944 till the 281k F Prisoners released

after ¢
(b)) The number of Congress ande%l;lr?lga:lg:s P . the 23rd Nov-
have been reviewed by Government tjl] Ir)lct))hwtlgal Prisoners whose cases
(¢) Thgofai)sons for not releasing those prisoners who are still under det en-
(d) Tlclltétg?;légs icl)lfjgiol;lg?re'ss and Communist political prise

(/) The names of such prisoners who are still réquired
respective Police Stations ?

(¢) The names of such persons who are still exter
from one district to the other in t

L he Province
other within the same district ? orirom one area s
() The names of such prisoners ag

ainst whom warrants
: I
(z) The names of Congress and i

Com munist iti i i
A political under-trials against
whom cases have been pending and  of those who are still in Hajag?

NATH ADITYA on authorisation.

ned from the Province or

till hanging ?

TThe Questions were put by Babu RABINDRA
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
59. (a)—If the hon. Member refers to sccurity prisoners, 68 have been released -«
from detention in this period. :
(b)—The case of cach security prisoner is reviewed at intervals of six months ‘
as required by the Restriction and Detention Ordinance, 1944. : -
(¢)—Government regret they are not prepared to disclose the specific reasons
in particular cases. They are satisfied after thorough consideration that those under
detention cannot in present circumstances be set at liberty without danger of prejudice
to law and order.
(d)-—-Government regret they are not prepared to disclose names in matters
of this kind. On the 15th February, 1945, 95 were still detained.
(e)—Up to 15th February, 1945, 131 personssin all have been restricted to
residence within certain areas. :
)—There are 53 out of the 131 under restrictive orders who are required to
report at the Police Station.
(g)—Up to 15th February, 1945, 70 persons have been cither externed f{rom
the Province or from certain districts or areas therein.
(h)—Three persons are cvading service of orders passed for their detention, '
(i)—As already stated Government would not be prepared to discuss indivi- ;

dual cases. They would be prepared to give figures but the information is not readily
.

available. .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE ; May I know, Sir, on the basis of whose
report Gov?rnmcnt came to the conclusion that if the restriction is removed and the
politica(; pr;son(:rs are released then there will be danger to the society regarding law
and order : P

The Hon’ble N_Iay.lavn Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : On the repor ts of
the Deputy Commissioncrs f_“"d the D(:Puty Inspector-General of Police.

Maulavi ABP_UL .’55/4145 What is the difficulty of Government in disclosing the
names of the political prisoners ? ‘ C

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: T am not pre-
Parcd to discuss _thﬂ_ merits and demerits of individual cases, and therefore, there is no
necessity of publlshmg t'}_lc'_namcs.

Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ: I mecan the difficulty as to giving out the names of the

i ers ? A - .
pmso’?he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have got no-
thing to add to th.ll I have already said.

gSri'ut SARVESWAR ?{XRUA? The Hon’ble Premier has said that the reason

for not releasing 18 the likeli ;.?Od of th‘;‘l:e being danger to the public security, and law
and order, butmay I kn?\l’v_ U’{(ril hllr_n_ if there has been such danger in the cases in

ich they have already re oo political prisoners ? 4
whlcThc Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, Sir, unfor- &

ly- TS 3 : ;
tunagargut SARVEDWAiR .]éA.R.gA_: May I know in which cases, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Mavavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Iam notpre- .
<ol to disclose my information at this stage,

pa

Srijut Ol%lgigégyrﬁ?ntﬁfﬁUDHURI: May I know if reports are called
for at the epd OCaSCS cither every sig inunderstood yesterday from the Hon’ble Premier
hat h_C :;cr‘::;v;rsthe poli(ic ersorES are .I'CC(?ir\lftc}és ?or even every month and may I know at
what e Honble 1\;433 Ordirand Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Under the Res-
o etentl salle e :nCe, Government are to review the cases at intervals of
I generally reView cases at intervals of six weeks.

triction 20, 1,
ix months HANDRA

- HI G BORA . May we have an idea of the procedure
eviewing cases of the political prisoners ?

Srljut G vcrnmcnt in the Mmatter
d by &2 lavi Saiyid i OfT
adop&?he Honlbl;tlvilr?tirvals :f]};i;i{ “i:r MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I call for the
apers gencr le inside the Jails aeks. I call for the present reports and behaviour
Of these ECOP C;ccords, if I find that ?lfld on examination. of their cases along with S Y
theifblgr:;lc;tsliberty, I release them. er the present circumstances some of them
can

T
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Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: May I know, Sir, who reports as regards
the behaviour of the political prisoners inside the jails ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The Superin-
tendents ot’ Jails.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Are the prisoners given any oppor-
tunity of answering to the charges made in the reports from time to time ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir. .

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: May I know what is the nature of be-
haviour that Government expect from the prisoners inside the jails ? : _

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That is a matter
of detail which I am not prepared to discuss here.

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Are the Superintendents of Jails authorised
to examine the prisoners in jails ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : In what respect,
Sir ?_ cat MAHI CHANDRA BORA: As regards their behaviour.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid S.ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir. We
all for impression of the Superintendents in respect of behaviour of the prisoners

i ()I'IIY C
in jails. . & . :
in Jalsiijut GAURI I\.ANTA TALUKDAR : Are there any instructions given to the
Supcrintcndcnts of Jails as to how they should gather their impression in respect of the

ical prisioncrs’ behaviour inside the jails ?
o Pifon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No special ins-
tructions are given.

po]it

Re Comrade Probhodananda Kar

1Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :
#60. Will Government be pleased to state— _
(a) Whether Comrade Probhodananda Kar has been interned in Sylhet town
for more than the last three years ?
(b)) Why he has been interned ?
¢) Whether Government are aware that he is an anti-Fascist ?

(d) Whether any case of his subversive activities has been detected acainst
: 5 : 5 a
him during the last three years ¢

¢) If not, why ban on his miovement has not yet been withdrawn ?

() Whether Government propose to release him after a thorough and impar-
tial enquiry ? P

Fhe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
60_(a)——YeS.

(b)—In the interests of public order.
(¢)—Government have no information save that he professed adherence to
the Ciommunist Party. ‘
(d)——~111format10n shows that his subversive activities continue.
¢\—Does not arise.

')._-As he is not detained, the Question does not arise.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: As regards (d), Sir, may I know what are

his subversive activities th_at h_e 18 still continuing ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Sz}lyid Sir MUHAMMALD SAADULLA: In this case his
activities we.e against discipline, but in various places his activities were against
Government servants as well as labour force.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: But, Sir, heisan internee in the Sylhet
town area, whereas the reply shows that his subversive activities are still continuing

even when the restrictions have not been withdrawn. T could not exactly follow the
answer of the Hon’ble Premier.

1The Questions were put by Babu RABINDRA, NATH ADITYA on authorisation.
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The answer is
spite of his intern-

that his activities were against discipline which he is continuing in J
ment in a town,
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : In spite of that, Sir, Government have kept
him outsice the jail ? Is that so ? :
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Because heis
interned in his native place. 2
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: The answer to the Question is that this
gentleman professed o be a Communist and Government have no information about his
activities. Unless one’s activitics are followed by practice, do Government believe that
they should take certain attitude against him as being a Communist ? :
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: A real Commu-
nist never intervenes in others’ activities.
Re Comrade Digendra Das Gupta .
tBabu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :
*61. (a) Isita fact that Comrade Digendra Das Gupta, the founder organiser of
]

Trade Union Movement in Assam, has been under restrictions for more than the last
4 years ?
(b) Whether there arc any reports against him during the last 4 years justifying <
the imposition of restrictions on him ?

(¢) If not, why the ban on him has not yet been withdrawn ?

(d) Do Government propose to release him after a thorough impartial

enquiry ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
61. (a)—Yes.

(b)—He contravened the Government order restricting his movements in
November, 1942, rendering himself liable for prosecution, and since then has been
evading arrest.

(¢)—Does not arise.

(d)—Government will consider the matter when he surrenders.

Re Chanchal Chandra Sarma, a Communist

tBabu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

#62, Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Chanchal Chandra Sarma, a Communist, is still detained in
jail ? .
(&) WJhy he has been recently transferred from Sylhet Jail ?
(¢) The name of jail in which he has been lodged now ?
(d) Whether Government propose to release him ?
(e) . If not, why not ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
62. (a) to ()—Orders have been recently issued for his release, Government ¢
have no information as to transfer from Sylhet Jail.

' £

Re Security Prisoners .

Mr. BAIDYANA'TH MOOKERJEE asked :
*63. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The names (()f security prisoners in the Province as it stood on 3lst
Jar‘;uafy 1945, showing their usual places of residence before detention
and p'aces where they have heen detained now, including those who
are not in jail now but are under some restriction ?

(%) ff:gel;?s?n?f?personal and family allowance given to each of them per ;

" e ; — e
{The Questions were put by Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA on authorisation,
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
63. (a)—Government cannot disclose the particulars including names of
individual security prisoners or of those released from detention and restricted. The
numbers of security prisoners who belong to the various districts and were in detention

on 15th February 1945 and the numbers of such prisoners who were released from
detention and restricted are as follows :(—

Number of security  prisoners in

1 : detention on  Number of security prisoners released from deten-
15th February 1945

tion and restricted up to 15th February 1945

Sylhet 14 5
Nowgong 36 3
Sibsagar 33 == TR 26
Lakhimpur 4 . 8
Darrang 2 e 3
Kamrup 6 13
Cachar :

#a 64

—

(b)—Government do not consider it desirable to discuss details in respect of
individual persons. As regards family allowances, out of 95 security pri o s
detention 39 are in receipt of family allowances ranging from R L e

Three of those restricted are receivipne .2 = s.10 to Rs.70 per
mensent. Feceving maintenance allowances o
Rs. 15 to Rs. 25 per mensem. \ ranging irom

All security prisoners who cannot provide from thejr ow
to expenditure up to Rs. _7-8-0 Per mensem  on their
Superintendent of the Jail. One person has been sa
allowance of Rs. 20 per mensem by special order,

‘WIL resources are entitled
personal requirements by the
nctioned a higher personal

Externed Congress workers of Dibrugarh

tSrijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :
#64. (a) Will Government be
‘Lrugarh were externed—
of Dibrug (1) Dr. Binoy Bhusan Chakravarty -
' (2) Srijut Dalbir Singh ; i
(3} Sardar Waraim Sirgh ; and
(4) Srijut Nilmany Barthakur, 5, »

(b) Axe CONGIOMIENL aweive (RAE Dafichy Pan. s
_— aforesaid Dr. Binoy Bhusan Chakrayart . arbati Bhus
d that his condition is precarioys ? Y now laid
(¢) 'Vill Government be pleased o
lication from the ailing and aged father of
aarty to allow his son to be by his side ?
v ;

d) If so, do Qovcrnment Propose )
Dibrugarl(l to attend his ailing old father » P to allow Dy,
(e% Alifce(;(?:ifil;i]rrmigi-ltso?x\;iir; tl;at the mothep of afg id
thakur has b < 5 ime 7 resaid Spij i
Bar ) Wil Govctmrr_lcnt‘ be pleased to state whisih Jjut Nilmany
from the parcnts of aforesaid Srijut Nilmany Barthak € they recejve
Dibrugarh to look alter them ? ur- t
(g) If so, do Government Propose to permi; Srij
Dibrugarh ? ‘ Jut Barthakur tq st
‘ o (&) _'Wlll Golv_g nélg)ﬂnt be pleased to state whethey th
tions from Srijut Dalbir Singh ‘and Sardar Waraim s; ey have received applica-
Dibrugarh owing to () their ill-health and (1) to — ngk} to permit them to e o
(1) It'so, do Government propo arn their ljy;

se . ng ?
Dibrugarh ? t0 permit both of them

bleas - "
1 ed to state when the lollowing Congrcss B
orkers

fat

an Vidyara
jllness an

4 tna, th
up with P

Protracted

a'oresgféh%,they have received an
r. Binoy Bhusan Chakra-

Chakravarty to be at

d any request
© allow their son 1o lge at

ay at

to return to

1The Questions were put by Srijut SARYV ]ﬁVAR BARUA on gtthorisation



!
i

266 QUESTIONS [9TH MAR. {
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

ated 27th

64. (a)—Dr. Binoy Bhusan Chakravarty was externed by order, d
February 1941 and the remaining three persons named by order, dated 18th February 5
1941.
(b)) —No. Government were informed by Pandit Parbati Bhusan Vidyaratna
that he was suffering from chronic cough.
(c)—Yes, in June and August 1944.
(d)- The order on Dr. Binoy Bhusan Chakravarty was suspended for 15
days to allow him to go 10 Dibrugarh to sec his father, in August 194 1.
(e)—According to the representations of Srijut Nilmany Barthakur.
(f)—No. ‘
2)—Does not arise. He was allowed 15 days suspension of restrictions to go
to Dibrugarh in July 1944. .
(hy—Applications were received from Srijut Dalbir Singh only.
(i)—Not at present.
Re Distribution of foodstuffs
+Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked : S
#65. (a) Is ita fact that the Hon’ble Premier, in reply to the last Budget criticism b
in the Assembly, assured the House that he would issuc circulars to the Deputy
Com missioners anc! Subdivisional Officers to get the advice and co-operation of their
respective Food Committees in the matter of proper and equitable distribution of
foodstufls ? P ) .
5) Will the Hon 'blc the Premier be pleased to'state whether such a circular
was issued to the Deputy (,omm,lssmn(:r, Ifakhimpur ?
(c) If s0. does the Hon ble Premier propose to ascertain and state whether the
Deputy Commissioner, L:}_klllmlJur, consulted the Food Committee of the Dibrugarh
Subdivision in the matter © ) ‘
(d) If so, how many times since April, 1914 till now such consultation has
been made ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
65. (a)—Yes: .
(b))-——A circular letter .was issued to all Deputy Commissioners and Subdivi-
sional Olficers 05 Ehf'aPIl-?ill?Ss Districts including the Deputy Commissioner, Garo Hills
si and Jamtl i 4
o b 1.g)r—l\/lccmqgs of Food Committees were held regularly from time to time, N
(d')___Eight times. ) -
Re Scarcity of paper
Srijut KAMESWAR DAS asked: ;
*66. (a)BA;Sct(;%thgS;:’]izir:n aware that there has been acute scarcity of paper of all
kinds in the ba ; : - ' : %
e (&) Are ?}?:rzrgzn;;tseiv:a;e that 8 lbs foolscap paper is not selling at less than
R . 1—8 er qulre *
® p(c) Do vaernment propose to take necessary steps urgently in the matter to
ease the S(léuaﬁ“osrcl) "how and when ?
J }overnment propose to j ; :
(¢) Do Gaverit ved d 0 increase the quantity of supply of’ paper and
appasnt ?}m I?}):;. C::: aé:g)m ealers in the same all over the Subdivision of Barpeta ?
) ]
e N

TThC QUCStions were Pllt bYcSl'ljut SARVESWAR BARUA on authorisa,tion,

e
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
- 1 definite inf ‘mation .
b)—Government have no definite in orms : h iy
((c) to (/' )—Government have been trying for a very long time EJO ls)ectuw: a
regular supply of paper and distribute it. Till recently it was left to i:(riil'fl Ltl nno:v
vaernmcnt of India have taken over control and allocated a quota o 24 obs o
Assam per month. This Government have no_power to increase the ?uota_il utlal_
; i-::me tor equitable distribution of the quota recéived is almost ready. The r;u sl\u 1
fﬁ)})ﬂint distributors who will sell the paper through retailers selected by the loca
Oﬂlc(‘é'ﬁi-llt I;AI\'IES"V.{\I{ D(XS: .—'\S ;-egal.ds Qucstion NO. 66;\‘(_.), Sil‘, nlay I kno\v if ther(':
2 e 13)(;:1! agent in the Subdivision ? ) )
S A he Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
ir / nts who act
ills have got their own agen
&?lllllll‘;r:g and one is at Gauhati.

The Titagarh
as distributors—one is at Sylhet, one is at

Government waste lands in Barpeta Subdivision

oy AMESWAR DAS asked :
SI:#? Iif\ri]l Government be pleased to state—
: (a) The total area of Government waste ]

Barpeta Subdivision as it stood at the end of the year 1944 ?

(b) The total area of Government waste land in the said Subdivision not fit
for cultivation at the aforesaid time ?

(¢) The total area of atoresaid kinds of lands settled in the Subdivision of
Barpeta up to the end of 1944, with (i) immigrants and 5 s
immigrants ?

:d) What is the total area of lands other th

and fit for cultivation in the

an waste lands in the sajd Sub-
civision and what are these lands ?

(e) The total area Of lands settled with the Immigrants up to date in the
Barpeta Subdivision ?

( /) Whatis the total area for which Touzi Bahira Pa
i to immigrants in the professio

nal grazing and other types or
in the Barpeta Subdivision and its lin i
date ?

The total number of encroachers up till now in the ny el .
& rescrves of the Barpeta Subdivision, who havé) Toas i &
before the 1st _]anuary, 1938 ?

(h) What is the total numher of such encro
1938 ?

azing
been there from
achers since  after

Ist January
() Whether any census of |

Subdivision ? andless people has been made iy the Barpeta
Y I 80, what is the Present number of la dl L ) o
(J) seitlars in the said Subdivisien + ndless lmmigrants apd original
The Hon’ble Ma%llllavg ?’IUNA_WWAR ALI replied -
& (b)—The information is not available. There ;
6§'t1£g)8ubdivision which have no been surveyed, A fany non-cadastral
(¢) & (¢)—No records are kept of the areq settle
(d)—Lands other than waste are settled 1an
and land covered by roads, railways, streams, etc,
available.

areas 1

d with Immigrants ?
ds, forest ang gra

zing reserves
€parate figures o

f areas are not
)—The information is not '
(g) & (h)—The information i not available untj

: . a complete survey of
all encroachers has been made anda) claims as to date of e 3 d
tested.

hcroachment have been
(i)—No.

available,

( 7)—Does not arise,
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Distribution of rationed foodstuffs

. ! = z

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :

#68. Will Government be pleased to state the quantity of salt, sugar, Gur, Dal,
Atta, Moida and other rationed foodstuffs which each family s entitled to get pef
month in urban and rural areas and the arrangements made by to make
these articles available in the rural areas ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied

68.—1In rationed urban arcas, the quantity of foodstulls allowed is on  pe capita

Government

basis as follows—
Per week per adult—

{' 1 Rice — 3srs.)
2. Atta — 1 sr. I'or rice eater
| 3.Dal — }sr, JS'
Group 1 <
1. Atta — 3 srs.)
2. Rice — 1sr. p For Atta eater
L 3. Dal -— $sr. J
Salt — 2 chhataks
Group 11
Sugar — }sr.

One interchangeable unit in Group IT above can be converted to obtain an addi-
tional chhatak of salt. Flour is allowed against interchangeable unit in Group I
ided stocks are available.

Gur is not rationed and supply is made according to stocks available at the discre-

tion of Controller of Rationing.
Rationed commodities mentioned above are distributed to consumers ¢n a system

of cards with fixed quotas obtainable every weck from registered retailers who are
pegged to selected wholesalers.

In rural areas, foodstufls imported on Government account are distributed “accor-
ding to stock available, through a system of registered retailers and wholesalers as
out-lined in the Controlled Commodities Distribution Order. A large number of
Co-operative Societies are also functioning as distributors, along with the individual
retailers, in rural areas with a view to equitable distribution for all.

Quantum of rations in rural areas is entircly dependent on stocks available in every

pI'OV

District or Subdivision.
In spite of difficult transport situation, cvery attempt is being made for equitable

distribution of foodstufls, specially salt at the rate of } seer per individual per month,
Wholesale distribution of consumer goods in Barpeta Subdivision

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS  asked : 1
*69. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Wh?th‘:rdlt 1s ai]fact that Nalbari in the Subdivision of Gauhati has been
selected as the wholesale distributing centre for iron, brass and fancy
Conﬂumar goods for the Barpeta subdivision ?
(b) Wlsjﬁﬁacf:iiéi%vca]‘n;ent are aware that communication of the Barpeta
i n with Nalbari is bad and troublesome especially in these
abnormal days ? ‘
(¢) WE:S’:?; ifotﬁzr% I_n::l}t are aware that Barpeta town is an important trade
S Kholabancllshrmt of Kamrup and has easy communication facilities
(), Whethes Govern a ghat, Barpeta Road Railway Station and Goalpara?
Lis diTraTE ment are aware that it is also more easily accessible to
) Whether G parts of the Subdivision than Nalbari ? '
(¢ of Consmg"ernmgmfpropose to shift the centre of wholesale distribution
h eér goods lor Barpeta Subdivision to either Barpcta town or
any other suitable place in the Subdivision itself ?

!

T -



. 2
19451, QUESTIONS 69
s i Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
I'he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD ; : ey
ogn (,,)‘,n_]y)c;, but a new centre has recently been opened at Barpeta for Barpeta
subdivision.

= s . v | o . = as
(6), (¢} and (d)—Communication between Nalbari and Sarpeta is not so bad
depicted, but Government admit the statemen

ts made in Questions (¢) and (d).

— s not arise. - s :

é?iju?l(jicgh-{ ESWAR DAS: May I know, Sir, since when orders were passed for
Oopening any new centre at Barpeta ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Speaking from
memory, orders were passed in the last week of February.

Distribution of salt in Goalpara Subdivision
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

#70. Will Government be pleased to state-—

Whether each of the Collecting Members of Goalpara Subdivision was scr\_'ed

(a) with a notice ia the month of November, 1944 to submit a list showing
under his Union (i) the name of the retailer, () his zone, (iii) the number
of khanas (house-holds) in his zone with population, (i) the ‘total quantity
of salt actually given to him (v) the quantty supplied to each individual in
his zone, and (v7) balance of salt after distribution ?

(b) Whether quantity of salt given to each individual 1s 8 (eight) chhataks per
ronth ?
The Iillon’blc Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUH

AMMAD SAADULLA replied :
70. (a)—Yes. - ;
) (b) —Yes, from 1st January 1945, but the 1ssue is i

anle to variation according to
stock position.

Re Controlled Commodities

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

- %71, Will Government be pleased to st

. controlled up till now and their respe noitics they
lclli‘t]; of control in each case ? .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir &’IUH.AN{NIAD SAADULLA replied :

ate the names of varioys com
cuve prices in

1 mo lities they
each District

71.—A statement is laid on the table.
S-I"A':I‘EMENT SHOWING VARIOUS C

ONTROL
THEIR RESPEC

LED CO;
IVE ICES \/II\'IODIIIES AND
Controlled

Exisling prices Dide of
e ate o
Commodities ' enforcement of
I'rom Government F Wholes N ] Ccntrol order
to Wholesaler 1‘0{2 chz?illeehl?ler erInoﬁsi:?;éir ”
Ry, &, Rs a R
X . S. a. .
" 8 (; per md. 9 0 permd. g 4 I()) a seer
Sugar 1?1 TR %0 : o V8 6 \f
Flour, Atta and  i4 2 > 0 ?3 06 6 T
Soojce.
Wheat {é 1% " 1126 1?1 ki g4 5.8 >1st  January
Arhar Dal o . » 0 7 o | 1944
Khari . 25 4 33 26 4 33 011 ¢ ” | ;
Masur -< Chanti 23 12 23 24 12 3 010 (¢} ”
[ Ordinary 21 12 » 22 12 - 09 ¢ ” J
Kalai ]?ﬂl :;?1 %) 33 16 12 EY) 0 T 0 ’:, Sl'd April ]_94~4-
Khesari T - o SRR T
Mator Eh @ 2 0 0 8 6 . L1t January
Ciie 12 5 13 12 3 06 6 , | 1944,
Mung Dal 23 4 3 24 0 33 0 10 0 53 Ist june 1944.
Gram Dal 14 4 » 15 4 3 0 6

., 16th September
1944.
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Controlled Whotesale rate per stin- Date of D
commodities dard maund without tin. Retan cnforcement ol
ontrol ordex
Rs. Rsi. a
Imported Ghee 205 5 3 perscé 20th January 1945,
“Imported Mustard oil .. 62 1 10 . {8th December 1944,
2 per maund to the above

In the Hill Districts, District Officers can add up to Rs
prices to cover the extra cost of transport, otherwise prices are umiorm throughout the
whole Province. X

As regards prices of rice and paddy, a copy of Notification No.SD (A).293/43 /238,
dath thC Slh ])«tr_‘(:mhcr [9]1-. ]H F;],’““_r'd on lh‘v [.”ﬁl'.’ll\' [.‘l!)ll".

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJELE : Are Government aware that the controlled
commodities are not regularly available ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, Sir, some-
times through transport difliculties, sufficient stock of controlled commoditics are not
available in the Province.

tBabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Are Government awarce that the price of
these dals is much cheaper when they are sold by private traders than when they
are sold in Goverrnment accounts ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  There have been
cases that the private traders have been able to sell at 2 lower price than the Govern-
ment price,but there are cases where private traders have approached Deputy Commis-
sioners that they bought at a higher rate and they could not sell at the controlled rate.
I mentioned a case in Gauhati where dal was ordered to be sold  after the inspection of
the invoice by the Deputy Commissioner at Rs.34 per maund as against Rs.23.8 the
controlled price.

TBabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Wherever the Government price is higher
will Government consider that, since the private traders arc sclling at a lower
rate? ' 3

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, sometimes
the stocks dre reduced and they are sold at a lower rate. "

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : May I know, Sir, from the Government
whether all these commodities are purchased from the controlled market or from the
blackmarket ¥

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : So far as con-
trolled commoditics are concerned, they are purchased from the respective Governments
of the Provinces who have got surplus_and so far as dal is concerned, last year we got
our supply from the Bihar Government.

tBabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Isit not a fact that due to heavy accu-
mulation of stock much of the dals have become unfit for use ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMALD SAADULLA : This statement we
have heard only yesterday in this House that certain quantities of dal have become unfit
for human consumption in the Surma Valley,

tBabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Is it due to accumulation of stock for
months togethcrl?M Bt B S 1

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir,

TMr. KEDARMAL 1,3R,A,H,1\’H_N: At what rate masur dal is purchased ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The price varies
from time to time. :

4 tSrijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Isita fact that Government have to keep
their stock at I?ast three mo'nth‘s before they are allowed to be distributed ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It is not
generally s0, but'in rationed areas, we have to stock for at least. two months’
consumption.

i OPINA ]
stocka’crrgl‘;.};nSfor sucfxTafi)gﬁ)I(}?OLOI * . Isit because of the bad purchase of dal the

tSpeech not corrected.
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MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir, the
difficulty as regards Adrahar and khesari is that my Friends from the Surma Valley do
not want to cat them whereas Goverpment imported khesari, arahar, masur and mugh.

#*Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Can Government deny that Messrs. Shaw
Wallace charge the price of Lhesari at Rs. 9-12-0 per maund ? : !

g I : I

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir.

tMr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: I have myself scen the Chalan about the price -
charged by Messrs. Shaw Wallace, which is Rs. 9-12-0. -

+Maulavi MABARAK ALI:
and at times Rs. 14 per maund ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am not
aware of that. Ifitisavailable at Rs. 11 pcople would not be so foolish as to buy
it ;:t a higher rate from Government licensed rertailers.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: So far as imported ghee and mustard
| are concerned, will G(J\-\:rnn_)cnt bv..plezisr:d' to state whether they have. got controll-
2(1,1 ;hops for these commodities in any of the Subdivisions of the Province ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No Sir the
. ported stock is not suflicient. jL}st at the present momeat, we have imported’ 300
1 l‘; of ghee for the whole Province from the United Provinces. We have alss SGan
::(z)l:;“.act to another party to bring 150 tons of ghee from Nepal. 5

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE:  May I know where are those controlled -
IIOP; where that imported ghee is available ?
s

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid  Sir

Is ita fact that khesari dal is available at Rs. 11

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD
REDE of 300 tons of ghee has recently arrived.
me
in S t. g
m by“Il\F}mn Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI:
for njuét;u'd oil have not been started in the Ass
ooil is available i

ULLA :« TH

: £ e consign-
It is availaln 5

e in Shillong as well as

May I take it ¢}

tak 1at controlled shops
am Valley districts Iy Sty

CCause no mustard

1he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir. I\{IUHAMMAD SAADU L
n’lm;[ h;dimcb‘ that imported mustard oil is only for the Surma \[;a].;illé\ :
I1l&

; Assam Valley. i : _
o d}rcKh:m Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: May | know whether L
ier knows that in the Assam.Vallcy districts no mustard oj] s c er th? Hon’ble
Pfc'lmcl mills, because of the scaé'cuy ?F glustard seed ? 5 being milled even
in th & e Maulavi Saiyid ir MUHAMMN =

- Hon’ble ¥ MMAD
Dcccglhbcel‘: 1944 and in January, 1945 but (rom 1°Cbl‘ua11§Az?lgULLA: It
pressing oil. .. R " .

Srijukta Jayanti Kuar, wife of Sardar Sadhuys;

+gyijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked ; ngh

b it a fact that Srijukta Jayanti Kuar wire ¢ o

#79. (a) Isita - LA ) uar, wile of Sardar )
e Supcriutcndcnt of Police, le_ruga_rh, to grant her Pcl‘n};li:isfu bacilmsmghj applied
to tl ér Jand and house there sometime in July, 1944 » N o go to Dighoi to
sec h (b) Will Government be pleased  to state
permission ? .
c) If so, when ?
= (d) If not, when her prayer was refused ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SA ]
F’li‘z. (a,‘m—A lady giving the name of Massam ADULLA replied ;

~ I mentioned
v districts and not

! was in
mills have started

whether ghe
necessary '

was granted the

W P ] _

applied for permission. o Jayang Kolita of Dibrugarh
" (by and ()—Permission was not granted, a5 thies Lo .

by Sardar Sadhusingh’s step mother. S were being looked after

(d)—The application was rejected  op the
occurred in locating the lands under reference

20th October,

i the delay having
. as 1t wag i i
pondence who the applicant was. T esRblished Bk g
Sty = .-‘_-.‘.—*—-_.......___.‘___
T Speech not corrected. ppere

$The Questions were put by Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA

n authorisation,
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Hon’ble Finance Minister's visit to Barpeta

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS asked :

*73. (a) Isita fact that the Hon’ble Finance Minister paid a sudden visit to
Barpeta on the 11th February 1945, without any previous programme to the cffect soon
after the departure of the Hon’ble Revenue Minister on the 9th February 1945 2

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether the purpose of that visit of
the Hon’ble Finance Minister to Barpcta was official or non-oflicial ?
(¢) If official, what was it for ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :
73. (a)—Yes. The tour programme was not gazetted,
(h)—OfTicial.
(¢)—Inspection.

+ Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: May I know whether the Hon’ble Finance Minister
visited the interior places ?

t The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I visited the
Koimari Grazing Reserve. 7

+ Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Am I correct in hearing the Hon’ble Minister
saying that he visited the Koimari Grazing Reserve just after the incident ?

+ The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I visited the
Reserve about a week after the incident.
+ Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Did the Hon’ble Minister enquire about
the incident ?
+ The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T don’t think this Question arises.
+ Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: May we know what did he inspect ?
: The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN GHAUDHURI: T inspected the
Reserve. ' .
+ Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Isit the function of the Finance Minister ?
+ The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: The function is

oint.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
(To which answers were laid on the table)
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
Political Prisoners
Srijut g1DDHI NATH SARMA asked :

37. Wi'l Government be pleased to state- -

() why.:ﬁgﬁ,,a_:g St;l C(mtin}ling to detain® Congressmen as security prisoners
Wh";her thcz p?é%e being brought against them in the court of law ?
b o 03¢ to revise ir prese -actic .
() of persons without trja] ? wage e nt practice of detention
3g, Will Government be pleased to state——

(a) Th;;ﬁmﬁfg;f trla;)eli;:]ical Prisoners in the jails of Assam on Ist February
' cads: (7) Security Prisoners and (i7) Prisoners con-

victed of specific offen i S
C 7
cach category) ? es (figures to be shown district by district under

_.__—'——'_"‘_.——_F_”-_r—__'—_

T Speech not corrected,
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February 1945 is shown in the table annexed
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() How many of these security prisoners are at present getting allowance ?
(¢) What are the names of those security prisoners who have not yet been

granted any allowance and how long cach of them has been in jail ?
(d) How many of them have since applied for allowance ?
(¢) What are the reasons for refusal in each case individually ?
(/) Whether it is a fact that the report of the thana officer concerned or some
Criminal Investigation Department Officer is accepted as final truth,
regarding the status, income, etc. of such prisoners ?

(g) Whether they propose to pay allowances to the family of all persons
detained of suspicion, without an

] y specific chagge being made in a
~  court ol law ?
(h) The number of dependents of each such prisoner (with names) and also
the amount granted to each of the [amilies in

ach_ case of security prisoners
who have been granted family allowance ?

(/) Whether they took into conslc_ieraylon‘tl)e existing high prices of foodstuff
and other necessaries of life in fixing the rate of family allowances
already granted to the dependents of such prisoners ?

(7) Whether Government are aware that at prese
articles have gone up five times the pre-w

nt the prices of all necessary
(k' 1f so, whether Government propose to

ar market ?

. revise the scale of allowance of
these prisoners ?
Nhy an application fr . is . .
(I) Why peha sl oma detenu is necessary to grant allowapce to his
family members who remain outs'de ? ;

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

= That 45 detalme et TN
37. (a‘,_ll_my are stI.um d under the Restriction and Detention Ordinance, 1944
which does not ”.1\,-01\:9 a charge, and ahich details the grounds on which t:u,(:h an,
order is appropriate. : |
b)— I'hc matter is constantly under review,
38. (@) —Decputy Commissioners have been

asked to report the :
R o . ‘ ‘ 1€ nun g
and in jail for spevific offences. « “The number of security prisoners ip i

‘ detention on 15th

Svylhet o

Siybsagar 14

Kaprup 84

Darrang 2l 0

Nowgong 2

Lakhimpur M g e 36

‘ . s

95

(b)r—_Lhirty-ninc are in reccipt of family allowar g
: . Arie ol e o f c ances, 1 1

the prisonel has no means of procuring his personal needs 3 sy md in all cases where
sem May be expended for meeting those ; m of Rs.7.8-0 per men-

> needs by the Suner:
. - eriy o
(6) & (d—Covernpient iy Perintendent of the jail.
sclose names. Out

they are not pr

: = . é epar x

of 95 security prisoners fn dcten;lon on 15th Febl‘ularvl ‘iqulds tomch _ r .

allowances. Th“(}r-nil}c were given family allowances and tl‘(; : E}ppl_lﬁd o famlly

soners were refused. The majority of those (:n i;tp}c)ihcau?ns Sy }93212-
étention since 1

refused haye
and 1943. g

\— I ot s P .
- (3)1 \f\’henj a fz}m_lly allowance ig refused, it ig either hee .
no family or because it is known that (he family is not in d ause the prisoner has
(f)—Certainly not. ced of such assistance.

according_ to ascertained need.
¥ 10 Question No 38 () and (d).

ave gone high,
below the 1943 fe

(J)—Prices though in some cases I

: : i me cz ticularly
staple foodstuffs, have fallen considerably rele_DEI¢ CasEDATEES

vels,
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(k)—No. Government sanction an allowance after taking all the circum-
stances into consideration and have alrcady revised the family allowances given to
many in relation to current prices.

({)—For the reason already given that Government arc not prepared to sanc-
tion family allowances where they are not neceded. )

Maualvi MABARAK ALI: May we know from the Hon’ble Premicer at whose
instance and upon what materials the order for detention is passed ?
The Hon’ble the Speaker : All these were sufficiently discussed.

Persons under detenrion for political activities

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked:
39. Will Government be pleased to state -
(¢) The number of persons still under detention for political —activities

in different jails of the Province, district by district ?

(b)) The number of persons at present under orders ol internment or
externment, district by district ? :

{(¢) The number of persons who have been convicted and aresstill under-
going imprisonment for political activitics, district by district ?

(d,‘ The number of ‘i(:curity })!‘iSUnCl'S 1'clcascd, il any, alter  review up
till now ?

{#) The number of political prisoners (security and ordinary) released
till mow on medical grounds ?

(/) By whom the cases of the security prisoners — are being  reviewed ?

40. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The names of prisoners of the Province at present detained  under
the Defence of India Rules, to whom family allowances have been
paid ?

(64) The amounts granted to cach of them with the dates of their
detention and sanction of such allowances ?

(¢) The names of such prisoners to whom no family allowances have
yet been granted ? 54

(d) The dates of their deténtion and the reasons for refusal of family
allowance in each case ?

; (¢) How many applications for family allowances have been submitted
by the sccurity prisoners, Srijuts Jagatchandra Bora, Umakanta
Phukan, Satindranath Sarma, Puspakanta Saikia, Haranath DBora,
Narendranath Bora, Sisuram Barua of Nowgong, up till Deccem-
ber 1944 since their detention ?

(f) Whether it is a fact that the abovementioned security prisoners
since ‘their detention subrmitted on wvarious dates several such peti~
tions to which no replies have yet been given by Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
39. (a) & (b)—The numbers upto 15th February 1945 are shown in the annexed
statement. '

District Detained Interned Externed

Sylhet 14 26 ‘2

Sibsagar 33 29 8

Cachar ‘e 6 6

Kamrup 6 25 3

Darrang 2 g 3 ,
Goalpara y
i EEne ! s

L rl"irap F. Tract’ -ule ]
Nowgong 36 - 23 ]
Lakhimpur. 4 11 a4
95 130 . 71
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(e}—The information has been called for (rom the Deputy Commissioners, but
has not been received so far

(d)—One hundred and eight in the period from 1Ist January 1944 to 15th
February 1945.

(e)—Eightcen security prisoners, Deputy Commissioners have béen asked to
report thg number of political convicts.

( f )—Government.

40. (a)—(d)—Government do not consider it desirable to disclose the names
of security prisoners or to discuss details in respect of individual = prisoners. Out
of 95 in detention on 15th  February 1945, 63 applied for family allowances.
‘I'hirty-nine were gw_cl‘n family .'_\!lo\.va[m(_'s ranging h'um' Rs. 10 to Rs.70 per mensem and
the applications of 24 sccurity prisoners were rc;;ccth !Jvczmsc they either had
no family or because it was reported by Deputy Commissioners aftey full enquiry
that the family was not in need of an allowance. -

() & (f)—One each in the case of  security prisoners, Srijuts Sisuram
L Nm.(.nd[_-anath ) Bora, Satindranath -barma and  Puspakanta Saikia only.
Their requests for family allowances were rejected  and  the Deputy Commissioner
was requested to inform them accordingly. ‘

Procurement of rice and paddy.in the Surma \Y

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked -

alley

41. Will Guvernment be pleased to state—
(a) The plan  they 'ha\'(: adopted now to procure
Surma Valley ? -
(b) Whether i.t is a fact that the present system of
paddy in the Surma Valley is in contract
(¢) What is the present  controlled
Vallev ?

Paddy and rice in the

Procurement of
system ?

rice and
rate ol paddy angd -

rce in  the Surma
e Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUIL, Ty
4Tlh (a)—Government have appointed the necessary stapl}‘ Ii;l?lclqull;fg : Tl
_rangements for dlreE:t purchases of rice and paddy throughout he Sur L oy
a (b)—Yes. For the time being as the staff are busily engageq Ha Val‘ley.
tock from the Syndicates, S48 In taking over
i (6)__.Wholcsale

Retail sale
Rice Rs, 13-8 i R .
Paddy Rs. 7-6 ... ) h RS' ;4‘-12'
o S. 8-2,
Maulavi ABDUR RAQMAN: May we know whethey Goves
interim arrangement for purchase of paddy in other areas where fonnt have made
) introduced ? o B A Ll B Tlce purchase has not
The Hon’ble I\,f[fu{la,\’l Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUT,
ot Suﬂicicmly intelligible to me because the original Question 1w
nh‘lt the present system Qf procurement of rice and paf Ly 8
E;o;utract system 27, I'said “ Yes. For the time being”,
Maulavi ABDUR  RAHMAN: My Q‘L'ICStiOI'l was  whether .
the staff is cngagpd in taking over stock, any - interim arrangemenfl du;-mg the period
urchase paddy m some Ot_her areas where rice purchase is oy i ha§ been made to
P T he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD[I}EII)JEMUOH ?
Valley ? . . A:  Qutside Surma "
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : No, within Surma Valley, M
the Government stafl is taking rice in contract system ? v)i .
particular places. Sl
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD §
numerous to answer. Government called for tenders and t
different places.

any
heel

E;A “-‘ The Question is
in }S Whether it is a fact
the Surmg Valley is in

; Y I know wherefrom
want the names of those

AADULLA . These are too

hey were accepted at various
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Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Only at Sylhet, Fenchuaganj, Shaistaganj,
. Sunamganj and Karimganj. Is it not a fact that only in these places rice is purchased
for Military purposes by the contractors ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1T have not got
all these details. I require notice.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADIT'YA: What is the rate for the tender ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sit MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It is alfout Rs.11.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Are Government awarc  that these
contractors purchase at a much lower rate from the producers?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiy'd Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULILA: I am not aware
of the prices at which they have purchased, but the contractors have tendered on an
average of Rs.11.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: [Has any report been called for from
the local officers as to the present rate of prices of paddy and rice in the Surma
Valley ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MIUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We get report
every weck. : _

‘Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: How long will it take for Government to
take delivery of the stock from the Syndicates ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am told that
the system of storage which was adopted by the Syndicates is not very scientific. AS
soon as a godown is being taken delivery of, the storage adopted by Government officers
requires more godown space and it is for want of godown space that taking over stock
from the Syndicates is being delayed.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: May I take it that it will take at least one
full year to take over the stock having regard to the rate at which stock is being  taken
over from the Syndicates ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: In the way
the staff is progressing, it is apprehended  that it will take six months” time, but I have
ordered speeding up and to supply all the current demands from the stock that are
being taken over from the Syndicates’ godown.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Arec we to take it that for the next six
months there will be no direct purchase by Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir, purchase

operations direct from the cultivators will start very soon. .

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : With regard to reply to Question No.dl (¢), I
find that the whole-sale controlled price for rice is Rs.13-8-0 per maund. May T take
it that Government cannot offer the cultivators less than Rs.13-8-0 ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It is not so, My
hon. Friend has dealt as contractor last year and he ought to know that this is the
maximum price. The actual price may be less than that, but it cannot be more.

Maulavi ABDUR RAI-II\{IAN: Is it not a fact that the tenders which have been
accepted in the places I mentioned, the price has been given at Rs.12-6-0 by the
Government themselves ? '

The Hon’ble Mﬁulil_vl S_alif}ld Slll'; MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am not aware
of that, but my recollection 1s that the average price is about Rs.11-8-0 in the tenders.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Is it a f.’faclt that the Central Government have
fixed the price at RS.12-8-(_) p?r_r{:aurld very recently ? i

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir, not
for Assam. £ .

Maulavi J,‘\BDUL AL_IZ: Who fixes the price of rice and paddy for Assam ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The Provincial
Government.

1hig goaﬁfﬁq ?n%%glsglilil—ié\feAgl;ciz Snot 1c:1hc market-rate a creation of l_h_e purchasers,
SERCT R ey : er, dees not the market-rate liec with them ?
The Hon avi satyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Itis not correct

to say that Government are the sole purchaser : inter inci
; as er-provincial trade has no n
stopped ; only export outside the Province jg ba;med. P i t b



1945]. QUESTIONS

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: So long as Governmen! c
-arrangements for direct purchase, will they fix a bo
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir

271

annot make
ttom price for the interim period ?
MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

I mentioned
the principle at length during my reply to the general discussion  of the Budget, and
I shall follow that principle.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: For this period only, not for all time
to come.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, for this
period also.

Bortola Middle Vernacular School

Srijut BELIRAM DAS asked :

12, (a) Will the Hon’ble R"I:xl_tst(:t"[bl‘ Education be pleased “to state whether he
has recently received a representation from the public of Bortola in Kamrup district
‘1(1.5..-iv‘n" é:'nnt-in-ni(l to the Bortola Middle Vernacular School ?
He gl “(6) Is it a fact that this school is situated in a backward place ?

(¢) Do Government propose to give grant-in-aid to this school from the st
ad
ancial year : : b a
fin The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

42, (a)k—\r{’.s.

(b)—Yes. . . s e :
(¢)—The question of grant-in-aid will be taken up during the next financial
y(-.:ll'-

Immigrant Muslims in Government ServiCe-
Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA asked :

43. Will Government be pleased to state the names and home

. addresses

) Jjorant Muslims who are at present in Government service with date of ?f th.ose
im ¢ designation, salary and the Department they are serving ? appoint-
men :itl (a) Is it a fact that the Muslim Commun

ity

- 80 per cent. immigrant Muslims ?
75 to (b)) Will Government be pleas‘ed to state whether the immier: .
have been shown in the total number of the Muslims in the Assam V-lllct:’\tla;’lt Muslims
have Pt < your

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULTLA replied -

In the Assam Valley consists of

43 .—The term ”immigrnn‘t" has not been defined by the -
ould in any case take a long time 1o collect the information degiy 1
W t thcl‘Cfore In a position to Sllpply it. 1rec
arc n,&| (G)HThe census of 1941 made no distinction betw
lims, and Gow)r‘nmcnt caunot therefore hazard an opinic
1\«{115 ? (b)___\r(\s.

: and it
; (mvernment
CeN Immigrantg

an
M on the pojpg, A e

ijut Lakhesy
. : W
A security prisoner Ar Barua,

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

Grant of allowance to the family of Sr

45. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the amount of g

the family of Srijut Lakheswar Barua, a security prisoner How d‘;‘;‘f%}ncg granted to

Jail ? ‘ _ alned in Jorhat

' (D) Are Government aware th

school going children and his wife ?
(¢) Are Government aware that he is the only e

family ?

(d) What is the amount of

allowance granted bv 5 :

) ( \ ) I overnment in th of
this security prisoner for the maintenance of his fmnib; members ? TS
(¢) Do Government propose to increase h

is family allowance ?

at his family consists of nine children including

arning member of his

@
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

45. (a)—Rupees 30 per mensem.
(6)—Yes.
(c)—Yes.
(d)—The matter is covered by the reply to Question (a) above.
(e)—If a need for an enhanced allowance is made out Government will recon-

sider the matter.

Grant of allowance to the family of Srijut Kamaleswar Mahanta,
a security prisoner

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

46. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the amount of allowance granted to
}he family of Srijut Kamaleswar Mahanta, a sccurity prisoner now lodged in Jorhat
ail ?

(b) Are Government aware that his family consists ol four sons, wife and old
mother, who are entirely dependent on him and that there is no other earning
member in the family ?
(¢) What is the amount of allowance granted by Government in the case of
this security prisoner for the maintenance of his family members ?
" (d) Do Government propose to increase his family allowance ?

47. Has the attention of Government been drawn  to lists of security prisoners
detained in Jorhat and Nowgong Jails who applied for family allowance without any
result, published in the weekly Assamiya of December 23, 1944 and of January
6, 1945 respectively giving the names of the security prisoners, the dates of their
arrest and the number of applications submitted by each of them ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

46. (a)—Rupees 25 per mensem.
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Rupees 25 per mensem.
(d)—If a case is made out, Government will be prepared to  reconsider.
The security prisoner has private sources of income for his family. )
47.—Government have seen numerous statements in the prcss,.parucularly the
organ named. They have been dealing with cach case on its merits, taking all the

facts into account.

Detention of security prisoners, Srijuts Labanya Kumar Chaudhury and
Nabakumar Bhattacharyya

7.

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

48. (a) Isit a fact that Srijuts Labanya Kumar Chaudhury and Nabakumar
Bhattacharyya of Sylhet have been detained in Jorhat Jail as security prisoners since
August 1944 and September 1944 respectively ? :

b) Do Government propose to transfer them to Sylhet at an early date ? 3
(c) Is it a fact that the recent policy of Government has been to detain
security prisonersin their own valley ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

48. (a) & (b)—Srijut Labanya Kumar Chaudhury was released on the 21st Feb-

ruary. Order has been passed for the transfer of Naba Kumar Bhattacharji to Sylhet

Jail.

(c)—gzvef{c')mlilstnt (?ndeavour to keep security prisoners in jails where the \
facilitics gran ¢ I INLErview can be easily *enjoyed, subject to other factors includ-
ing the conduct o the prisoner and the requirements of security.

e
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Grant of allowance to the family of Srijut Hem Nath Phukan, a security
prisoner

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked:

49. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the amount of allowance granted to
the family of Srijut Hem Nath Phukan, a security prisoner now lodged in Jorhat
Jail ? b

(b)) Are Government aware that his family consisting of nine members,

including school going children, are dependent on him and that there is no other
carning member in his family ?

() Whatis the amount of allowance granted by Government in the case of
this security prisoner for the maintenance of his family members ?
(d) Do Govcrnnpcut_ propose to increase his family allowance ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
49, (n)——Rupces 35 per mensem. . y
(b)—VYes, but Government are informed that the family consists of seven
members. !
(¢)—A family allowance of Rs. 23 per mensem has been sanctioned for pri-
soner’s first wife with four children, and Rs. 12

per mensem for his second wife with
one child. ‘ -
(d)—If a request for an’ enhanced allowance is made Government will
consider the matter. )

’I:he Assam Finance Bill, 1945

The Hon’}‘a_k the SPEAKER :  Order, order. 1 shall now take up the consideration
of the Assam Finance Bill, 1945, clause by clause. There are some Amendments to
clause 2 stznl_dlng in the name of Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury,

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY :  Sir, as Amendment No.2 is the only
substantial Amendment, I may be allowed to move that first. If this is accepted by
the House, then only the 0th(3r amendments will arise,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Very well.

Maulavi ABDUL I}ARI CHAUDHURY :
(i), for the figure ¢3,000° occurring in the second line, the figure

By this Amendment I want to raise the maximum t

5,000 under the Agricultural Incometax Act.
:f;{}ﬁ;natioil to the House why I w

Sir, I beg to move : <“That in proviso

‘5,000’ be substituted.”
Iaxabllf_: Income from Rs.3,000
P - . Trealise, Sir, thatI owe an
. et I wish to reduce the Pprovincial 1‘cvenuc,s ata ti hen
“ho question of fresh taxation is engaging the minds of the hon. M bme WLZ
intention in moving this Amendment is to give relief to the small cultivare . o Y
to the minor ‘Tea concerns, SRl
The Assam Agricultural Income-tax Act was passed in t}
rice index of rice and paddy was much hel el

ow : . 1939 when the
last few yeafs, thefi? 11}?5 };eﬁn a sharp rise in theth;riEé: SZIF a‘g’i;giulevil_ During the
this has broyght ?_ ah arger nullibqr ~of cultivators under the Chr?iia Px‘oducgs, and
This is 2 thing W ntigggwas1 not originally contemplated when thic is of this Act.
As for example, l{n : \\(rizlen paddy was selling at Rs 3 per md as lc't was pr:}ssed.
stock of L e 1121al Y was exempted from Paying the tax. " b cultivator with a-
even if we say t.hat pac Y, wigis selling at Rs.5 per md., the ’s ut in the Year'1944=
assessed to an income-tax of Rs.375. The same is the i ame persons will be
unfortunately this 1_)1_10Yancy in the_ price of agricultura] Todse with Potatoes. But
the economic condition of the agriculturists. They are I‘DN uces has not improved
various control orders ha'Ve closed the normal trade c’hannelsori"e off than ever. The
economic life of the cultivators have been totally ruined Xb the country, and the
paddy and rice 18 noii at a par with other necessaries of life é)VC all, the price tg
to ensure a reasonable price for t}}e essential commodities 'Th overnment hive faile
any volume of consumer goods within the reach of the I'EE;,] ey have failed to put
have to depend on the black-market for their every-day re consumers, who, as a result,
year we have seen how many poor agriculturists have ieequlremcnts. In the current
tax. These simple persons, mostly illiter n

compelled to pay income-
ate, seldom maintain E2r i
i . : < an hile
in many cases more wealthy persons went scot-free, these SmYu acecl)gnts. V:Lcr;_ 3
penalised, though they were hardly able all cultivators ]

10Ug : to make both f
accepted, will give some relief to these smal] Cultivator;nds meet. My Amendment;
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The Hon’ble Finance Minister has stated in his Budget specch that at the present
moment, the Tea Industry is not so well-off as it was in 1912, This will also mean ]
some relief to the small tea estates as well.  With this intention 1 have brought -

forward tl’}iS Amendment, and I hope the Hon’ble Finance Minister will not hesitate
to accept it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

““That in proviso (i), for the figure 3,000’ occurring in the sec ond line, the figure
€5,000° be substituted.”

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Mr. S;n-.‘ll;r-r', S[ir,. the Finance Blll is
passed annually only for this recason that the Finance Minister may regulate the taxation
policy having regard to the financial condition of the Province, every year.  Bug, Sir,
the rate of taxation has not been changed since 1939 when the Agricultural Income-tax
Act was passed dcspitt: the opposition of the Members now ado ning the Treasury
Benches. { For the last two years, it is well-known to most of the Members of this House
that the rupee has been devaluated to 25 per cent. of its pre-wa value, T his is why the.
income of Rs. 3,000 which was regarded as quite sufficient for taxation in 1939 is not at a
all sufficient in the year 1945 when the [):‘il:|:5 of commuoditics, the cost of pre wdluction and !
everything else have gone up so high. This is why we cannot but support the Amend-
ment moved by my Friend, Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhur ,)-’Hld particularly when' this
is an unwanted income of this Government as the Hon'Dle M mbrrs now adorning
the Treasury Benches did not like that this Agricultural Income-1Tax Act should be
passed at all. LI hope they won’t mind, Sir, giving this small Fa ility to our auriculturists,
and small Tea Industries and landlords. It has been rightly observed by iy Friend,
Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury, that the village acriculturists have no account books
and as such they cannot satisfy the Agricultural Income-"1ax Oflicer and so most  of
them are being assessed undcr section 20, sub section (4) of the Assamn Agricultural
Incoeme-Tax Act. The Agricultural Income-"Tax Officer exercises his own  discretion
in taxing those people in the abscnce of a satisfactory account. 1 have scen one case. In
the assessment year 1944-45, the Agricultural Fncome-Tax Officer assesscd the value of
paddy at the rate of Rs. 10 per maund and on that valuation the agriculturists were
assessed, whereas the maximum price of paddy fixed by Government was Rs. 8 per
maund at the time. So the illiterate section of the peasantry arce particularly hard hit
by the taxation limit of Rs. 3,600. This is why we think that all sections ol the House
will welcome thiis Amendment sponsored by Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.

o

Babu KAMINITI KUMAR SEN : (1n supporting the Amendment moved by my
Friend, Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury, I should like to add a few words.  Sir, the
minimum assessable limit of Rs. 3,000 affects three classes of pcople.  First, the
cultivators, secondly, the Tea concerns, and, lastly, the ~mall landlords.  With regard to
the cultivators and the Tea concerns, my Friend has already stated the position ; the
agriculturists who had an income of thousand maunds in 1939 were not to pay any tax
whereas now having an income of five hundred maunds will have to be taxed under the

resent rate. So with regard to small Tea concerns, it is admitted that they are hardly
able to pay any tax in these days. Now nothing has becn said with regard to small
landlords. Itis well known to the House that ‘thcy mostly derive their income from
the money rent and it is also known to the hon.) FHouse that in spite of the phenome-
nal rise in price of other necessaries of life the small Jandlords had not had any increase
in their money rents ; due to economic condition, realisation is noet at all satislactory ;
so the small landlords have been, I think, most hard hit by the present cconomic crisis.
Then, OVEr and above that, only 15 per cent. is allowed as deduction on account of
collection charges. In 1939, 15 per cent. was inadequate at least with regard  to small
land!ords v rl\quarcllls CO]ICCE’OD' charges, As regards litization charges, thatis also not
cons1dcrcd. : f? a :i)wance 1s given for the litigation expenses but now a-days collection
charges have )ﬁcn houbled.. Pay of their oflicers, Peons and Pattadars has been
doubled, busj: tif?iﬁ as practically been no increase in their income. Everyone has been
hard hit. tD 1 & mllnlmum assessable amount is raised fram Rs. 3,000 to Rs. 5,000,
Governmen Wi IIl_Otf O_Sf: much in revenue ; it will be some few thousands. In 1
consxder’agllonho F”f_lls act fh_CS_C thret? classes of people will get some relief and I think
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister will soe his way to accept this Amendment.

-
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: er. Speaker Sir, for the last five years, I

tricd my level best by moving Amendments — to persiade  Government to raise this
amount and to give some special concession to the small Tea Concerns. Sir, I always
got some bope but altimately I find, in thenext year, that nothing ]l:’!.s been donp
although hopes and promises were held out by Government. Sir, being disgusted, this
is the first time that 1 did not move any Amendment and 1 find that my Friend Maulavi
Abdul Bari Chaudhury has moved this Amendment and it has already received the
support of the Congress Group and our Group as well) Sir, as it has been rightly said by
Mr. Kamini Kumar Sen, it affects three classes of pcople, so I am not going to repeat
those arguments that have already Dbeen advanced. As regards collection charges, I
“think, I should discuss this point a little more clearly than has been done by Mr. Sen.
It may be said by Government, as in the past, that those who will make an income
will pay income-tax. This is very casy to say. But those who do not make an
income are not going to pay ; ‘iufi one s_lu_f)u[cl see whether a man, having an income of
Rs3,000 or a little over that, is in a position to pay the tax. Sir, as itis!"the duty of
this Government to realise the tax, itis also the duty of Government to look to the
cconomic condition of the people from Whmn they will realise the tax. Fifteen per cent.
collection charge was not at all suﬂic;erz’l cven in 1939, At that time also Amendments
were moved to increase the amount to 20 per cent. .l_mg we were given to understand
(hat after working for a vear or two Government will increase the percentage; bur Sir,
gix years .hzn'c passed and 110[1111_1g has been _(hmo in thl‘s dil‘eclion-by Covernme sy
T think, if T say that the CO“"‘”{PH charges of the landlords have been trebled no body
will seriously (:!151“"71.‘-".“:_3““- SIT, how nd‘mu[ous Is 15 per cent., at the present time,
which was most insuflicient even in normal  times, can better be imagined than
described. T thmk,_‘ hfl:,! it would have been better if the minimum taxable amount
had been nu:::;:::l%v(l a;\. h.‘b‘ .)1(".',‘.11 ﬁlﬂ:‘ll(‘(\l 1‘ml the Tf\]}lffllflllltrilt: But, Sir, though I thought
in that light from my past experience I do not think that it will be so. But this time, I
1 by one of the supporters of Govern-

have been encouraged because it has been movec
‘ hink, the Hon’ble Finance Minister will aeen : .
ment. LI tlﬁi]e\;n’tnll £l ke ]ml(_)lr \;if]li..z\(.:(t.pt thlfi Arne:lldmcnt and will do
justice to SI11 HNCETNS. ¢ tvators and to the sm: .
']\lifith these words I support the Amend ment. mall landlords.
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHUR] - ok
t this Amendment. Mr., Abdul Barj Cil Tres L
annot accep ari Chaudhury has upg
(f:'mcc of s his Am(':ndmc_nt S thc ground that a large number of assgézgeff‘gr \‘j}ﬁ Yo
ander the operation of this Act, because of the increase in their  incom b
-ige in the prices of commodities. If, Sir, the increased e : e owing to
:1'1,1-.1.)‘:1- of percslons under the Oplftra*m:; of this Act, it is quite ng uﬁqlt}‘g }f 2 greater
numt id pay, as tax, a share of the inCl‘(‘as-- i: +~ nDatural and legitimate
at they shou e - d.income that : _ 3
th Mr. Sen has said that there are three clagsses of “Serinds \:lt the.y }lave derived.
irstly, the small cultivators. e argusd that formerly 1o s PO are affected by it.
[';nc‘ocufri‘.;,‘tor had to sell 1,000 maunds of paddy anq Ilzwx;ol g,nlt an income of Rs. 3,000
- 7¢ that income e 1€ has to ge
t Lddy to have that income. But, Sir, by seiling 500 (nds chct(()ysi.ll 500 maunds of
what he nsed to get by selling 1,000 mds, before, (A4 poje, .‘.\,hqt{‘;]s) m‘i‘-‘ih more than
- . . " < < (8} 11g A ,-
ture ) B L T e g " expendi
As regards the Tea Goneerns, i the profit i Tesa they will
Rs. 3,000, of course, they will not be required to pay any 1I1 -
5. s -] I Yanaied ! el o F . ) Ay 1 ax.
As regards smali lind'ords, [ J‘{' NOLagree with My, Ser, Lt gt
ent hias not been satisfactory ond the tenanis are wot in g | oy t.h.e realisation of
“cnt and the realisation of small jandlords has suffered ¢ better position to pay their
e Besides, Mu. Aditya has urged (hat (e Houge '
0es = -~ ] P e I “,3-. : i0use Sll(_)[‘ud accent +b]
can remind him that when the Bill was orig Pt t

tnally ne y il Amcnd;ncnt. I
dhury moeved !""",""'".'hf.f the rame Amendiment ,mdyit[ '.rl\?zslzj’tli\nhélgr\lfirf&?%?ll e Gh?%“'
nitely voted 'f:;;:ur::it it :md_th_rcxﬁxr out the Ameidmeng. (Vojce .__%ubss_ arty who defi-

Maulavi APDUL BARI CHAUDHURY - B 5 l‘t\i‘ﬁ. Py lmes h;_a.ve ch'anged,_)
not a fact that the H()tl’b}(: Maulavi Abdui Matin Chaurj};u : mlurmé}tmn: Sir, Is it
The Hon'ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN _GHAUDHUR} ‘gicd With me 2
was no justihca_tlou for an Amm}dmcut like this, I think there s 1ry Ifl‘ln _193.9‘ there
this year for this Amfietidment for raising the limit. > 1s still less justification

Speaker, Si;", 1

now,

ess—if 1t falls below
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Sir, recently, Bengal has passed the Agricultural Income-tax Act and they have
fixed the limit to Rs. 3,500. They have not gone up to Rs. 5,000. i
The hon. Members always ask for increase in expenditure by Government for
compulsory Primary Education, for a University and things like that and we are at
the same time asked not to extend our revenues but to contract them. I do not‘thi k
that the House will be reasonable to ask us to forego the revenue which does not }n't
anybody hard. ' ' ‘ c
The Hon’ble the SPI?AK}ER :—The question is: -
cerT” s = ) 1e Tor <3 29 A s T — &
“5,000],}1}33.2 151:lg;8‘:;5t?x{(,)’, or the figure ““3,000”" occurring in the second line, the ﬁgurc f
The Assembly divided.

. Ayecs—20
1. Babu Akshay Kumar Das. 14. Srij ah: G
. ! , . Srijut Mahadev Sarma.
2. Mr. Baldyanat}bl\’IOOkUUCC- 15. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora. B 1]
3. Srijut BCh‘ram'h aé-. e 16. Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri.
4. Srijut Bepin Chandra Me hi. 17. Srijut Nirendra Nath Dev.
5. Srijut Gharfashyam Das. 18. Srijut Paramananda Das.
6. Srijut GanIkanta Talukdar. 19. Srijut Purandar Sarma.
7. Srijut Gopinath Bard(‘Jlm. 20. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya,
8. Srijut Haladhar ]-)"}}:uysn 21. Srijut Ram Nath Das. ’
9. Srijut Jogendra CDa'n ra Nath. 22. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.
10. Srijut Kaﬂ'}cﬁ\ﬁl’é‘r "'S‘S_ 93. Babu Shibendra Chandra Biswas, -4
11. Babu Kammll %mal'frﬁi(;n- 24. Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma.
12, Mr. cha'trrl\‘l/’il h mK'tr] o 25. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury,
13. Babu Lalit MO et 26. Babu Sanat Kumar Ahir.
... Noes—35 4
1. The I—Ion’blcd I%/Ial(llldl\il Satyid Sir 16, Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf.
Muha“}ma N;Iaa ,L\} ? K 17. Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan
9. The Hon ble Mr. INaba HSumar Muhammad Ahbab Chuudhury"
tta. an B: - M i Kertirs
k T}guﬂon’b‘l{: s, Miinasias 18. Khj‘iﬂ Bahadur Maulavi Keramat
Ali. " ] . 19. Maulavi Muhammad M
T Hon’blc Srt;Jut Hirendra Chan- Hussain Chaudhury. Ak
dra Chakravarty- 3 : 20. Maulavi Mabarak Ali.
5. The I—Iu'.)n’b]_C Khan '("g]l‘b Mﬂu_law 21. Khan Bahadur -~ Maulavi Mufizur
Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhuri. Rahman. o
6. The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Nath 22. Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett.
23. Mr. E. H. S. Lewis.

ikia. .
i 'ple Maulavi Abdul Matin 24. Mr. D. B. H. Moore.

7. The B dhuri 25. Mr. C. W. Morl
Chaudhuti. 95. Mr. C. W. Morley.
o The Homble Rhan = Sehaduy  26. Mr. R. A Palther.
Maulavi Si}gd‘_ _ErMavis Dun 27. Dr., C. G. Terrell. ~
o, The Hon'ble MU o oos R 28. Mr. W. D. Rutherfurd.
10. The Hon’ble J upnath 29. Mr. A. Whittaker.
Brahma- Bliact Dis: 30. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
11. Ba_b‘u BlPlnDoulat Chandra GOh . 31. SI‘ijU.t BldCShi Pan Tanti, 3
12. Rai Sahib Jranath Buragohai ain. 32. Mr. Binode Kumar J. Sarwan
o o B 33. Rev. L. Gatphoh. ' .
14. MaulaV? ibdur Rahman. 34. Mr. C. Goldsmith. 1
15, Maulavi 2900 s lost, 35. Mr. Jobang D. Marak. ¥

The aueS . SPEA
sple the KER :
The H‘;ﬁclfl they cannot be mo‘;};g.e other two Amendments* are consequent on

ot st BARI CHA
: UL UDH
4 1‘\/1211;'lan-'1GAF]I?’ISr line, the following gg{;ldtﬂ move : That in poviso (1), before the word ¢Np”
occuﬁ’l“if][;gs,lzc Subat_itutzn;—t-}-ﬁng ot . ed and for the capitl “N” in the said word “*No™, a
sma “NOtV;.i%liStan :{1},21,: BARI GHAU"]S?_H_]II%{%};& Assam Agricultural Income-tax Act, 1939 .
*Mauld he third lin¢, the figure <5, 000> bct‘:u?;‘i’fu:tcd'rhat in proviso (i), for the fgure ¢<3,000" \
. _ \

occurring 11 .

s
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The question is:

“That clause (2) with all its parts stands part of the Bill.”
The question was adopted.
. The Ho’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:
“That clause (1) stands part-of the Bill.”
The question was adopted.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

«“That the Title and Preamble of the Bill stand part of the Bill.”
The question was adopted. )
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Mr, Speaker, Sir, I
beg to move that the Assam Finance Bill, 1945, be passed. : 1
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :
««That the Assam Finance Bill, 1945, be passed.”
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Mr, Speaker, Sir,

1 - .
s the Bill again at this sta Sir. it is w
ty if I do not oppose : gc. oIr, it 1s well-known to the House
ill:lqtymost of the revenue at any rate—a great part of it—will be realised from Tea Con-
) 1 dealt very briefly in my budget speech about

I shall be failing in my

) the callousness of Govern-
cerns. - - - € o overn
o ent shown to this Industry. Sir, the small Concerns have practically been ruined.
So far as the export of tea is concerned, Government is the monopoly buyer at present.

: . are many sma.ll Concerns, especially owned by
é“éltcf]‘]‘)_to—datc factories :‘mg ina%rallé tea produced by
> standard as 1s required by Tea Controller for India. Now, Sj :
tl‘z;;;;‘?‘ight has been practically reduced to nil. So far s g Macenafi
€2

FINE: as the 1943-44 carry forward
: y the price is one pice per d £ ; Y
is concerned, the p ; P per pound and so far as ¢t
ueka d it is three pice. he right for current

the Indians, which have not
these Concerns are not up to

year is concerne
Now, Sir, those gardcqs, who_sc fca are not accepted by the Te
clled to sell their tea in the internal market and  the middlemen iv 1
c said that in the market we cannot get tea below Re.l per pound. B L
ho cares to sce the sales account, as published ip the papers pwgllll find ks
f internal tea at prescn;m not above annas 10. That s also i;m]uld- [1;1 _lthat the
duty which Wclpa}é a}ﬂt’;"{‘;‘g CaE;I iItJ?:nd. hNO\V, Sir, the cost per pouncinic; ;;?fcixfcl::
than this anyw e ) ted by the Tea C mucl more than tentannag, But those gard
whose tea are aCCCrI])d car? fiew controller, can make up the loss b scllig i cnhs,
internal market ha & Tt ot wp usome_ margin of profit byt not thY _?g d
(loncerns which hawv g ell-equip e unfortunate

: . ped factories or eve

‘ e n any fa

cannot recover the expenditure—in some Cases not even 50 " et Op B et
turc.

As regards transport, Sir, those unfortunate Concern gt o he expendis
Sities in time. Even for arranging wood fuel the 10(;a1-" . cannot get the necessary
faccl1 +t the time of despatching their tea, railway wagons ar
aﬂd as a result they have to store their tea, sometimes e N »
and,it then so happens th‘at the tea becomes o o
an hemical purposes. Therefore, Sir, T sha]
for ch ]| Government so that these unfortunat
quota rights.  Unless this is done many of the QEEt some good price for
When Government tax these Concerns in  thejr good time oncerns will be ruined.
€, I think, it should be the

is Government to assist th :
al duty of this assist them at the . Saw .
Iﬁ:rCcntral Government, so that all the neccssariestlme of their distress by moving

5 . 5 of those (o o

hineries, their partS,_anq such other things g ncerns, so far as
:«I;?lf,v;y wagons are supphed in time, for the dgcsp;fcﬁO;lfcc:;régd, are made available and
words, Sir, I oppose this Motion. ir
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUIL, MATIN CHAUD s
realises that some of the smaller Tea Concerns are ])assin?glfrlolu' h%l-r ; the  Government
Friend Mr. Mookerjee sends up a representation to the gh difficult times. If my

- . ! Governme i -ough
the Government of Assam dealing with the grievances and makincntsffg{:l;g:;: Irll:c‘:ngto
o g=1

comp
may b
one W
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remedy them, this Government is quiie prepared to forward that to the Central
Government.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : ‘The question is:

“That the Assam Finance Bill, 1945, be passed.

The question was adopted.

The As;sarn Local Board Elcctions (Emergency Provisions) Bill, 1945

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now, the consideration of the Assam l.ocal Board
Elections (Emergency Provisions) Bill, 1945, clause by clause  will be taken up,

There are some Amendments tabled and  the first one stands  in the name of
Mr: Aditya. He may move his Amendment,

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (1),
for the words and figures “15th June, 1945 occurring in the fourth line, the words and
figures “31st March, 1946” be substituted and the following be added  as a proviso
thereto :

¢pProvided that the Provincial Government shall in the meantime take the
approval of both the Houses of Legislature with regard to the proposed re-distribution
of seats and revision of constituencies of the Local Boards.”

In the course of our debate on this Vill, atits consideration stage, three points
emerged out. One was that the time was inopportune for holding an election by the
15th of June Another was, whether this House had the right to he consulted  in the
matter of r(:-di&tributipfl of the scats in the .constitucncics and the third was, whether
the seats have been fairly and equitably distributed among the diflerent  communi-

-ties, and voters. '.“1(?5“_ were  the three pninls that came out in the discussion,  As
regards the first point, vz, whether the timme—the 15th of June, was inopaortune, was
discussed and most of the Members were of opinion that as monscon would set in at
that time it would int.(:rﬁ:rt: with the work of the Agriculturists and some of the Mem-
bers said that the time was too short for holding the clections.  Whatever it might
be, the Government reply was that they were too  anxious to implement  the wishes
of the hon. Members as expressed in earlier Sessions for  expediting the  Local Board
elections, and that they h:idl no special  fancy for any particular date. Probably, we
may take it that the House will arrive at a decision after due consideration.  As regards
the qucstion of thr_: right 01’: this House to be consulted in such an  important matter
the Hon’ble Premicr gave his reply. ) Of course, his understudy, the Minister for Local
Self-Government thought Jtnot wise to open his mouth and also he dared not
take the risk of further enmity asil issaid that the dumb has no encmy. So he left

task to the able advocacy of the Hon’ble Premier.  While replying

is 1 tant matter, the Hon’ble Premier read out from the Local Selt-Gov R/

on this important - j ey €r re ) overn

ment Manual certaiil passage ‘lO linply that the Local (.‘ovc_ru_:m:nt is the competent
authority to deal w1t1.1‘ tha,t,]. mflttir and the Hon’ble Minister in charge also, in
his eagerness to prove'hls wort 1, T0ad out the.item in the Provincial Legislative List
of the 7th Scnedule of f,hc.(}x(gvmhmm;m of India Act, 1935, where he found that the
loeal bodies affairs were within {L ¢ competence of the Provincial Legislature.  But when
the Hon’ble Premicr :?agcguiiglczge(ll aS to what he was driving at by reading it, it was
replied that the qu‘c)s~1!_: incluccléd ) draw his own conclusion from that. Everybody
knows that this matif;‘ms o su}m' _thc Provincial Legislative List and now the word
<<T.ocal Government, _¢a1 e Jsutui"ed wherever it occurs by ““Provincial Govern-

«The Provincl vernment” jneans a Government which is responsible

that unpleasant

ment.”’ TN Therefore, as it ; . S - -
ure. > a5 1t 15 a matter ol the Provincial Legislative List
] vin A
and the FProvith responsibilit - : -
avasion frOIW} ];:;:her fhc HOuzcnf(;{ acf)n.sultmg the wishes of the Housc il' the House
so desires. i ' €sires to be consulted in this matter or leave it
/ >+ when we see that Go . > . .
decide. ]JULIC, constitution of the I‘(;i”}“‘f)ltnt, without consulting this  House, want
1 ~ocal Boardg by means of their law-making power
it really pau] consulted, I say, Sj ’
*% o be 1 > s> I, 1t § T e JREE
House 1s tO be o Savorse e tis to be consulted as a matter of right and not

lat
to the LeglS' e . 1 Government is re ; :
t("‘al IS responsible to the Legislature, there can be no
n
to decide it anyw; s s 5 . ;
to Government yway they like, is certainly for the House to
to change tl Hile ‘Hon'
| 1 Hon’ble i S
13 Pr”fﬂc Minister used the word “ex gralia”. If the
. T uVer 1 < 3
as a maitter of g 1 matters of change ol rules, the Government

~

S
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do place those changed rules in connection with other Acts for the acceptance of th?
House.  So, in such a vital matter, when they are going to change the constitution o
the Boards and allocate scats, is it not fair and proper tl)at they should consult_ this
House ? We do not know as yet, as they have not cven issued a press cpmmunI_QPC‘f:
as to how they are going to divide the seats and in which way they are going to (_inu_e
the constituencies. So, practically, when we are arguing this matter, we are groplntgh“'{
the dark, not knowing the exact position where we stand at the moment. Whe hel'
there will be single member constituency or plural member constituency or whether
there will be distributive system of voting or cumulative system of vopng—thesc%ll‘c
matters of vital importance which this Hm_lsc -has got a right to }mow. ‘Su', the Hon he
Premier argued that in view of the cunthxtutxcfn_al changes which are in the offing, he
.ces no necessity at the present moment for revising the Local Board Manual, We have
bLCb-I.l { our Local Sell-Government Act has seen three constitutional reforms. It has
seen t 13 three constitutional changes in the history of this country. First-Morely--Minto,
011‘—1""3/I 1tagu—Chelmsford and lastly this new Constitution— the Government of India
then 1\();:_ s Sir, even certain provisions might be introduced in the new Local Self-
Act ]_ r:ént Act so that, if necessary, certain other changes might be made in it after
GO"‘:ll;lstitutionnl changes came into force without disturbing the framework of the
the 'igclﬁ This question was agitated on the floor of the House. The urgency of
{\}Ctli”’ing the Local Self Government Manual with a view to bring it to a par to
cha lemand of the " present day was stressed upon and, although this question was
the (t(:d for years together, the Government have not thought it prudent or discreet
moothc‘n- part to sponsor any legislation to revise the Local Self-Government Manual. -
on Then, Sir, as regards the distribution of scats and ‘constituencies much has been
. .cussed on the floor of this House, ‘The Hon’le Premier seems to have kept Muslims
disc o side and all other non-Muslim eclements mcluding the planting community
on O,H];ccn lumped together on the othér side. The Muslim seats have been allotted
have opulation basis but not so for other communities. That is how the whole
?]?sn?bu[icm. of‘sc_ats has bci:cln ai'Ic.c_ted. .Tlu: Tea Industry, if I have examined the
a right is entitled to near about the seats which have been allotted to them
o1, the basis of the arca hcld{‘ ;1,nd the rates and taxes paid. On population basis their
! o would have been very few. X
SCM&I:TOW: T come to the representation of labour.
sont, thetr Lo DO latia to e prosens shoas Loeve been much moreseats allasted
" them. Theydor e e o abour and.ng Seats have been allotted
to t | on that score, however inequitous that might have been as has b dmi
to tll‘Z{"1 Whittaker himself that in a democratic constitution th . e A
by Mr. ¢ the employee. But who are now going to repres e 1cmpla'yer should not
r?prcsfnntcrs are Tot going to represent the . Becstte tlFe ent the labour force, Sir ?
The sz_‘ arca held and taxes paid. In tha( viey of tHe Ths seats on the
basis O opulation are going to be Vho g several lakhs of tea
garden P

disenfranchj , .
selected for the purpose of re nsed.  Who are the persons who have
1

bresenting  the labouy ) I ;
ul
Rg?l Whittaker assumed that the planters are going to et Ty e

vir. W pointed out that no additional seats have been
t < . -
: alised the position, Sg

. heir Jabour, perhaps. he

tation of t » Perhaps, he re :

represei . d G 1 ek _ the
e Tadusry S 1 U100 amEh, st noton popuiation g b i o e
taxes paid. ‘alley, Sir, there are aboqy - the %

and on the o YALEY, Sir, are about 21 15k}
the districts of Sylhet gd Hachay excluding the North Gachar Hills. \yr. g;&;:ﬁziég

resent them ! ; No representation S y

- o:}?é)rlsc’itin the Surma Valley. whatsoever for these “tribals” and
Wwith regard to Karimganj Local Board, as
of the Local Board itself were quite otherwise,

divisional and District élu'lthtolntl(g& . But when their reccommendations came to Shiliong

everything was c,hang)e n the Cabinet.  We don’t know on what prineip] ) ‘as

said by the Hon’ble Premier that there are 52.0 atiorI? ;::Clg £ K I-t \;?3
1e Karimg

2 ;000 labour popuyl
Subdivision and as I already said who represent these 52,&)00 labour population, it is
hese 52,000 labour popu-

not yet certain.  But even for argument’s sake if [ leave aside ¢
lation, still we find that the representation of the non-Muslimg comes to one member for

matter,

Il the Tea Industry were to repre-

I have said, Sir

» the recommendations
as also the recom

mendations of the Sub-
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every 25,000 pcople, whereas for the Muslims of the Karimganj Subdivision the repre-

sentation would be on the basis of one member for every 20,000 people.  Sir, is it fair to

curtail the number of seats of the non-Muslins who are already in the minority
in this Subdivision ? If we take the total number of seats in the Province, what do
we find ? The total number of Muslims in the province is 344 lakhs out of 109 lakhs
“population, whereas on the distribution of seats between the Muslims and non-Muslims, :
the non-Muslims have been given only 228 seats and the Muslims 178, Of course, I am - 4
subject to correction, as I have not got these figures {rom any authoritative source. If

that is so, the seats of the Muslim community have not been determined on  the basis
of their population ; they have been given much more because they form only }
of the total population of the Province. As I alrcady said, the planters put
their claims not on the basis of population but on the basis of tax and local

of consideration, because they

rates that they pay. 1 have put the planters out
representing  cconomic  interests.

are not representing territorial interests. They are

Sir, we find that in the disiribution of scats, injustice has been done to the non-Muslim

clements. I have not left aside the Tribals, Scheduled Castes and Ahoms.  Certainly,

if a proportionate calculation is made, even in respect of these comumunitics, I admit,

they have been made to suffer. So, it seems that Government have re-distributed the

seats in a way so that the intercsts of the Muslim population may not suffer. It has got X
have been carved out from the non-

more than what was due and all special seats
Muslim elemerits. This is how the scats have been re-distributed.
no secret of my feelings when I say that although some of my Iriends say that itis a
very temporary measure, | can not belicve that it will be a temporary measure
and when this question involves certain principles and rights of the House I cannot
pass over it as a very insignificant matter, and when the principle of representation once
accepted would be hard for the coming generation to get away from.  Once a Loeal
Board election is held, nobody knows for how many years it will continue.
allowed to continue even for a decade on the pretext that a new constitution will soon
come when there will be fresh election.  That might be an argument that may be
advanced in the future for not holding election for another decade.  Sir, the Hindu
community feel very strongly on this point that they have been very unjustly treated.
Particularly, the Hindus of the Surma Valley fcel that their interests have been sacri-
ficed in the hands of the Ministry. They fecl that they have become orphans in the State
and there is nobody to look after their interests in the Cabinet, Sir, I have already said,
the whole question involves the right of the House. The Ministry should not be
allowed to distribute and revise the constituencies in their private chamber without giving
an opportunity to the hon. Members of this Housc to have any say in‘ this. Il you allow
this matter to go unnoticed it will really create a very bad precedent for the future and
it will perhaps encourage a Facist tendency in the Government. Therefore, if we want
to build democratic tradition, I would ask all sections of the House to sece whether the
proviso that I have suggested should receive their consideration or not. With these
words, I appeal to all sections of the House to accept my Amendment., ;
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  There are two parts of this Amendment. First
part is the same as the Amendment* tabled by Maulavi Abdur Rahman.  Dees he
move his Amendment ? He is absent, I take it that he is not going to move his
Amendment. The second part of the Amendment secks to add a proviso to sub-section
(1) of the clause . There is no other Amendment tabled which is identical with that,
The Amendment moved :
¢“That in sub-clause (1), for the words and figures <“15th June, 1915”
the fourth line, the words angl figures <<31s¢ March, 1946 be substituted and the
following be added as a proviso thereto : ’
“Prondﬁd ;_IIlat the lgro"l{‘lclal Government shall in the meantime take the appro-
val of b‘éth k .c.0n°:f3 ¢s of Legislature with regard to the proposed re-distribution of
seats and revisi constituencies of the Local Boards™. .

Sir, T would make

It may be

occurring in

#Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN ©
That in sub-claus 1 to move :—
s Fha i g ﬁC ()‘,‘for ths wordg and figures “*15th June, 19457 occurring in the fourth \
line, the words a gures ““31st March, 1946” pbe ? batented , \
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Babu LALIT MOHAN KAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in South Sylhet, non-
Muhammadans are greater than Muhammadans.  But, in the new allocation of seats,
the Muhammadans have got 10 scats whereas the non-Muhammadans bhave got only 9
seats. According to the figures, if 10 seats go to the Muhammadans at least 12 seats
must go to the non-Muhammadans. ) -
The distribution, therefore, has no logic behind it and, must have been made by a
ician’s tricks.
mﬂgli’l :;:fn be obliged if our Cgstg Hindu Minister in-charge of Local Sc}f-GpveI‘l}ment
will take the hon. Members of this House into confidence and disclose his tricks in the
matter. . 1 1
With these fic_w words, Sir, I support the Motion moved by my Friend Mr.
. 2o Jat itya.
Rablrl\i‘;l_’ ‘111(\)25:;1\%(, ]3 MARAK : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am in a position
o ;\ on the question of allocation of seats. The Ham_mon.d Committee when they
to spca Shillong to consider the formation of constituencies in Assam, were pleased
met at} tc: crc:lDtC one constituency for the Christian community. For this very reason, I
cn_olll\,g }lt least one seat should be reserved for the Christian community in the Province.
thin I\’/II C. GOLDSMITH : Mr. SPeal-{cr, Sir, I take this opportunity to speak on this
~endment because it deals with distribution of seats in the various Boards. There is
Am sision for special reserved seats for minority communities and ours is a minority
o 1sunity- Local Board activities directly concern the rural people, and therefore,
f‘srmtll'?c mass people it is a life and death question. For these reasons, I should like to

ake my position Cle_ar and try to show to the Hon’ble NIin.ister and the House, where
]r,h .tand as a minority Christian community. I would like to show that clearly in
‘C.Iftjll in all its bearing, and I hope theTH‘ousc vyill give me a patient heax_‘ing and the
Ton’ble  Speaker will grant me sufficient time to elucidate my point of view to
Hon' ce the Hon’ble Minister and the House.
COIW}I{‘he position that I explain to-day will be the guidance for the future in relation to
ommunity, so that I shall not have to say much later on. 1 seldom advance the
my € of my community, because our aim'is not to grab all that we can, over the
Clagm? of others but to contribute something for the general good of the whole ,Provin
CIm.lTIhhavc found out that we have come to a stage when the claims of the Christi'xg(s:-
But ¢ clearly shown, will go by default. Christians are running the risk of b;:in :
if not ther neglected and ignored. Therefore, I like to examine—what ming it :
nl?ﬁ?icgard to its relation to the majority, the b Ly sneaus
wil

asis on which a minority i
: ek 1ty is fi —
D R moritics are formed, how Indian Christians stangd in relation t e
mal

” ; i’ . 2 g o other 1 1t
O elaims of Indian G'hr_;stlans: as a minority. the attitude of the present Gorxlflftxr*lr? r1tlc:
P regard to the thshﬂu minority in Assam, how the claims of our C =
wi = y community have been respected e i

so far and
the Local Board seats and the place In oy actuagg Sl;}ggest?.
n have in

,.at this stage

a In'lllOri t
re gards

ndian Christians
them.

Majority and minorily

Minority means smallness in number of a com

- in number. Therefcu_re, once a Government
_grt.:atc mitted to make special consideration

it is égffgrnment which is  pledged to protect

éovcrn ment is pledged. it must have regard for

ness in number. The very essence is numerical

of Instructions in the Government of India Ac

munity in a State

recognises the ¢l
On account ofits g

minorities, and I

> where the rest is
aims of a minority,
I{l)allness of number,
_ elieve the present
¢ _community on account of its small-
inferiority. For t

1 : this, the Instrument
8 very clear, viz., that the minorities

F e prot_ect(i\cIi, ,,Js Government out to protect the minority Christians in Assam ?
The answer 1s “No."............ .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : How does the hon. Member m

ake all these relevant

dment under discussion ? D
to the Amen oes  the ember support the

A dment ?
meR/Ir_ C. GOLDSMITH: 1 support as far

hon,

as the distribution of seats is concerned.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The proviso states that re-distribution of seats and
1evision of constituencies should have the approval of both the Houses of  Legislature.
Does the hon. Member accept that position ? Otherwise all these become academic.

Mr. C GOLDSMITH : I want to speak on the position of the minorities.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This becomes relevant if the hon. Member
supports this Amendment about allocation of seats and revision of constituencies
being put to the vote of the Legislature.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: There is provision for nomination,
and if my hon. Friend can convince the Government about the claim of his commu-
-nity, they may get a chance for representation.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T am concerned for the present, with the Amend-
ment before the House. If the hon. Member supports the Amendment he can speak in
this way.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : If he opposes the Amendment, can he speak ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Yes, if he says he is satisfied with the re-distribu-
tion of seats.

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : It concerns the Local Boards, and the re-distribution of
seats. Since Christians are in a minority, I make these observations to  Govern-
ment for their consideration, but I oppose the Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : For what purpose are these observations made ? ~
Does the hon. Member want to say that what he endeavours to make out has been
accepted by the Ministry in allocating seats ? The Government view is that they
have allotied seats and have made revision of constituencies in exercise of their power
under the Rules in that behalf, and they do not like to put all these before the House.
Does the hon. Member say that his richts have been protected by the Ministry in the

allocation of seats ?

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : According to the provision for nomination they can pro-
tect.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is whether they have protected the
interest of the Indian Christians.

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : For future guidance I am asking the Ministry to do so. ‘

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  This is not the general discussion on the Bill.  We \

are now considering a particular Amendment.
Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Is not an hon. Member entitled to I

place his views before the House ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : He can place his views before the House making

them relevant to the subject under discussion. _
Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: There is no doubt that he is relevant.

Khan v
say that he is not relevant.

No lawyer can ‘
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Idon’t think so. The hon. Member would be
nt if he says that he is opposing the Amendment because his rights have been

Frlcve d by the Government. :

rotecte . i w .
P Mr. €. GOLDSMITH :  Sir, there is provision for nomination, and Government
an allocate seats for Indian Christians if I can show that they are a deserving

c
minority- -
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question as to how Government will allot seats i

by nomination 1s not at all relevant to this dis-ussion. Very well, the hon. Member R

may finish his speech. ;

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : This is very interesting and many do not realise the
jmport of it. Wh‘;?t WCIIinInsg]c_ler abO_l.lt a minority we cannot think of it without think-
ing about the ma.]é) dY- ndia and in Assam who is the majority and who is minority ?
Hindus are regarcec as majority and Muslims minority, although there are other mino-
§itex. [hetc wad 2 HIcan India when there were no Hindus, no Muslims and no Chris-
tijans. Long ago 2 ViIL; ile race Came into India, and successive hordes came from Central
Asia t_hrough north-west Ir_ldla. They settled in Northern India ousting the early
inhabitants; the latter receding further and further towards the south and east. The new g
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settlers, in time, evolved a system of religion which was unique, and for its beauty and
depth it had no comparison, i.c., the great Hindu religion. It gradually spread amongst
all the new settlers, and then absorbed some of the old settlers as well and they lived
on the fringe of the main body. This went on for centuries. Then came CORQUCTOrs
to India through the same gates. They brought their own reliBion. They con-
quered other countries in the west and carried everything before them. Their "religion
was so simple and so universal that they could supplant all the religions in those
countries through which they came. This is Muhammadanism. The new-comers
became the rulers of India and gradually spread. Their religion also spread. People
in India began to accept their religion. Thc‘ fundamental factor in that religion is
its advocacy of universal brotherhood amongst 1ts co-religionists. A Muslim is a Mus-

lim wherever you see him ; race and colour have no. bearing. A Muslim may be a
Punjabi, but he 1s a Muslim first Punjabi afte a Bengalee, but he is a

rwards ; he may be
Muslim first and Bengalee afterwards ; he may be an Assamese, but he is a Muslim first
I\ ccome an Indian first and Muslim

ad an Assamese afterwards.  If you ask him to b
iftcﬂ\’m'ds you d_o not u:lder_‘st_and him at all. ‘This universal aspect in Islam is the
glory of thatrelizion. Thisis the trouble in India to-da

: ; _ ~day that non-Muslims do not
understand that point, The‘most outstanding fact in Indian” history... .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member should have tak
seaking all this at the last stage of the Bill, when
zllcrcd but not in connection with this Amendment.
1\’/[1'- C. GOLDSMITH: Will you give me chance to speak then ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member s Perfectly aware of his riehts
whether he can speak or not at the last stage of the Bill, g
Mr. G. GOLDSMITH : Very well, Sir.  The most outst
history is that these new conquerors  carried everything
became the supreme power in India. ' . .
SeijutBLRVES WAR BARITA: O 3 polity of information, Sir, how many seats
the Indian Christians have got in the Local Boards in Assam ?

anding fact in the Indian
before them, and, in time

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Is it the desire of the House that we should conti-
-ther to-day. ]
nue fur (Voices—No, Sir.)
Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 AM., on Saturday, the 10th Maich, 1945
5 .

SHILLONG : - e
The 2nd May 1945.

Secretary, . Legislative Assembly, Assqm.



