Proceedings of the Sixteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government of India Act,

1935.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 A.M. on Thursday;

the 8th March, 1945.
PRESENT :

Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble
Ministers and fifty-five hon. Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
Shareholders of the Assam Valley Supply Syndicate

Srijut BELIRAM DAS asked :
* 51. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Supply Department be pleased
to state the names of shareholders of the Assam Valley Supply
Syndicate ?
(b) Are Goyernmcnt aware that there are complaints against this Syndicate
as being responsible for supplying unwholesome foodstuff to the public?
¢) ,Ifo): do GO}’CFQH?CM propose to cancel the license of this Syndicate ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
51.(a)—A statement is placed on the table.

STATEMENT SHOWING THE NAMES OF SHAREHOLDERS OF THE ASS 'M
VALLEY SUPPLY SYN DICATE . ;

Kumar Sailendra Narayan Deb, Basugaon.

Babu Chandmall Sarawgi, Gauhati.

Babu Durga Dutta Lohia, Tinsukia.

Maulavi Wazed Ali, Jorhat.

Srijut Surendra Nath Gohain, Gauhati.

Maulavi Quazi Talmihur Rahman, Gauhati.

Maula\}r]i (liVId. RFateh Ali, Gauhati,

Rai Bahadur Rameswarlal Saharia, u. L. C., Dibrugs:

Rai Sﬁhib Srijut Daulat Chandra Gohain, M. L. A, g]';E}L:.rugarh.
(5)—No. :

(¢)—Does not arise.

PENanawe~

Gazetted posts in the Forest Department

Maulavi ABDI{IR RB?HMAN asked :
%592, ‘Will the Hon’ble Ministcr-in-charge of Forest be pl d
Th b fG ¢ pleased to state— f
(a) % o?;‘:lﬁ;?‘;ﬂmziitt;d posts at present held by the Muslims in the
(b) w?\f[:?s?fm: i;IS ?hefa%‘to rthat the percentage of Gazetted posts held by the
ntiied th 3 est Department is far below the quota they are
¢) Whether Government ohger ‘o i
() ) aplelll]tﬂtlcnts i the said g:p z?r?xyn crr:lc;n;munal ratio in the matter of
4) If so, what percenta i e AL
- (d) en:‘.itlcd 0 in the ch)fes?ngia:liI:::élnt?ppomtments each community is
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT replicd :

Y in the A. F. S.
52.(a)—One In the S. (Class I). Three students are under training at Dehra

the A.F.S. (Class I).
(b)y—Yes.

c)—Yes.
(d)—A statement is placed on the tabje

Dun for
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PERCENTAGE OF GAZETTED APPOINTMENTS E
) b A ACH C
ENTITLED TO IN THE FOREST DEPARTMENT T U1 LY IS

Communities No. of posts to which
each community is enti-

1. Scheduled Caste Hindus— tled to.

Surma Valiey -

Assam Valley
2. Other Hindus excluding A homs and Tribal—

Surma Valley

Assam Valley 2
3. Muslims— 6.

Surma Valley .

Assam Valley 6
4. Ahoms 3
5. Indian Christian other than Tribal
6. Tribal Plains—

Assam Tribes

Tea Garden Tribes 2.
7. Tribal Hills— )

Assam Tribes

Tea Garden Tribes 2
8. Sikhs 0
9. Jains ...
10. Budhists excluding Ahom and Tribal ' 0,
11. Others i

0

Total . —_—

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Ts it a fact, Sig 210

is entitled to 6°1 per cent ? 2

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALJ-
whole, is entitled to 10°2. T: The Muslim Communj

: | nity as a

Maulavi MABARAK ALT asked :

«53, Will Government be pleased to state—.
(a) The names of Superintendents of g, 1
re:::ommt;ndatlons of the Public Servli)p Y whg ere :
(b) Their previous office experience ¢ ce Com missir. 2PPointeq
; T expe 'Missiop » on th
(¢c) The substantive pay of those officers g N rience jp Supply 2
clected frop, otp Y work ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMA SAADY er departmems ?
LLA ;

53. (a) and (¢)—(1) Maulavi Misbahul Ry, Q
Supply, Silchar. His substantive pay is Rs. 130 pe; m hayq i
(2) Babu Ikshita Chandra Biswas, Superintey, denetnsem' Y, Superintcndcnt of
a substantive post of Lower Division Assistant iy 4, o Uppl
but from 9th March, 1942, he was officiating in (o<1 GOVerngs? Sylhet. He held
which will eventually be substantively vacant, Ty, = Upper D.r S Secretary’s Office
Lower and Upper Divisions were Rs. 76 and Rs, € 'lagt c;Vlsmn in a vacancy
(3) Maulavi Azim Uddin, Superintendent of Srespecti\,el 'aWn by him in the
pay is Rs. 111. UPply, Dhylibri H

is substantive
TSpeecM ‘
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(4) Srijut Hem Chandra Datta, Superintendent of Supply, Tezpur. His sub-
stantive pay is Rs. 127.

(5) Srijut Surendra Nath Sarma, Superintendent of
substantive pay is Rs. 100.

(6) Srijut Jnyan Chandra Bora, Superintendent of Supply, Nowgong.
substantive pay is Rs. 100.

(7) Maulavi Reazuddin Ahmed, Superintendent of Supply, Jorhat. His sub-
stantive pay is Rs. 88. .

(8) Maulavi Amin Khan, Superintendent of Supply, Gauhati. His substantive
pay is Rs. 125.

(b)—Messrs. Ikshita Chandra Biswas and Reazuddin Ahmed had office

experience and the others were recruited from the Education Department.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May we know, Sir, whether the pay of all the
Superintendents are equal ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, Sir.

Supply, Dibrugarh. His
His

Appointments matle by the Supply Department

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :
*54. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The number of various appointments made by the Supply Department
in Assam since its inception ? ’
(6) The nu_mbcr of appointments at first made by the Departinent, the
Public Service Commission being consulted subsequently ?
(¢) The total monthly establishment cost of the Supply Department 2
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
) 85754. (a)—The number of various appointments under the Supply Department
is F :
(6)—"72 Sub-Inspectors of Supply and 9 Assistant Controllers of Rationing.
(¢c)—The total monthly establishment cost of the Supply  Department
is Rs. 46,572.
Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS: May I know, Sir, the number of Scheduled
Caste candidates ? ’ .
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am afraid,
Sir, that I must want notice of this Question as it is entirely a new one.

Expenditure incurred in connection with Grow-More-Food Campaign

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :
#55, Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The amount received by the Government of Assam from the Central
Government for Grow-More-Food Campaign ?
(b) The various items under which the'amount was spent ?
(Amount to be shown item by item.)

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA replicd :

255 (a)f—The GOVEI‘I;Tent of India has sanctioned for our Grow-More-Food
Campaign fof the year 1943-13, a grant of Rs 4,88,150 and a loan of Rs. 10,86,100
on the basis of our PE?POSC, cstimated net cost, i.e., gross expenditure minus recovery.

(b)—Expenditure incurred up to the 31st December, 1944, is shown in the
statement placed on the table. : 2

STATEMENT %ﬁ%ﬁf}ﬁ% I(B}XPENmTURE INCURRED IN CONNECTION
* GROW-MORE-FOOD CAMPAIGN

Rs. a. p.

gicliiy 1,27,548 10 6
e 2,18,811 12 0

- 3,11,627 10 6
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Rs) a. ' p.
Wheat and Barley ... it ™ gl ié,gig ; g
Oil Sceds s e
Manures 1,53, 2
Storage and Contingencies ’;g,ggg g, g
Irrigation projects .2,,581 St
Persian Wheel o 3
Stafl 1,41,782 13 o
Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Sir, what is the amount spent regarding free dis-
tribution of seeds ? .

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA - Sir,
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: H
urpose of free distribution of seeds ? ‘ .
¥ pTThc Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: We do not make any free dis-
-ibution of seeds but we do so at concessional rates.
" Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Do Government carmark any amount for this
2
plll‘P?:‘['?hé Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: We do not earmark any amount.
Manlavt BOADARAR ALT: I think, Sir, that my original Question covers
this Supplementary Question. My Question was: “The various items under which
the amount was spent ?”’  Now I want to know what was the amount spent under free
distribution of seeds ? . L — .
+The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA . Sir, we do not make free dis-
tribution. :

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were 1

I cannot say off-hand.

ave Government earmarked any amount for the

aid on the table)
Dhanarghat Murder Case

Maulavi Dewan ALI RAJA asked -

24. (a) Are Government aware that there had been 2 murder cage recently at
fishery called Dhanarghat, Baniyachong ?

& (b) What steps Government have t

-

aken to

arrest the accused and with what
2
resulfr he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied : o

924. (a)—Yes. ]

b)—The case is under investigation.
=i gifﬁ%ﬁﬁygﬁiﬁ? e Elsaﬂ%ﬁaul—idar that there was - Previous intima.
" h p K ; b g L
2{‘1’3 even murder being committed hyt the Police g wa;s : chancg of rioting
Ahe murder took place ? any assistance and
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid = Sir
Question is rather involved

Isita fact, Sy

did not rende

MUHAMMAD

and 1 require notice of 5. SAADULLA: Sir, the

Re Pujah and Christmas Holidays
Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAH

25. (e Isit a fact that the Government Servants who 5

tariat and in the offices of Heads of Depart :
z‘é‘r’]ﬁa] to avail the Pujah and Chricry, daye 30 at Shillo,

Vs it f 1 : as holidays ?
(b) Isit a.fact that on Y asmall fraction of @
S e : ov
offices are allowed permission to avaj] those holidays » criment servants of those
(c) Are Government aware
Assistants of the Secretariat ag
the -holidays ?

MUD ALT asked -
re employed in the

1 are not allowed in

that there isa great di ‘
1scontentment among the
they cannot attend to thejy worldly affairs even during

TSpeech not Corrected,
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(d) If so, do Government proposc to remove the causc ol the said discon-

tentment ?
(¢) Do Government propose to show special consideration in the matters of
s who live there

leave and permission to avail holidays, etc., to those Shillong clerk
without their wives and children ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
25. (a)—No, it is not a fact.
())—The hon. Member is referred to his Question No. 1406 (f) at the last

Session of the Assembly.
< (¢)—No ground for such a statement is known.

—Does not arise.
(¢)—As stated in the last Session, individual claims are always considered,

and the great majority are allowed leave of absence in part or in full.

—

Non-stoppage of Bengal and Assam Mail Train at Nalbari

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :
96. (a) Are Government aware that Nalbari is a very important Station of the
Bengal and Assam Railway in the district of Kamrup ?
(b) Is it a fact that the Mail train at present does not stop at the said Station ?
(cy If so, do Government propose to move the authorities concerned so that

the Mail train may stop there in future ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

26. (a)—ch. ‘

(b) & {c)—-Thc hon. Member is referred to the reply given to a similar

Question [Question No.41(h)] asked by Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari, M. L. A., at the
November 1944 Session of the Assembly.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Will
another representation to the Central Government to see that the grievances of the
public are removed ? It is over four months that the last decision was taken.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Sir, we already
made representation to the Railway Authorities and they expressed their inability to

Government be pleased to make

accede to the request.
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : My request is that Government should
make another representation.
Sir, I do not

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :

think any useful purpose will be served by representing again. '
Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: Sir, cannot the Assam Government influence
the Central Government in this matter ? Are we to take it that the Government of

Assam i3 incapable of influencing the Central Government in this matter ?
The Hon’bl Sir, we did A

e Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
approach the Central Government but with no result.

Re Jirati Cultivators

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :
27. (a) Will GOV@I‘_“mc‘l:nt be pleased _to state whether it is a fact that many lands
have remained uncultivated in absence of Jirati cultivators who have not

in Sanirhaor ;
come this year as they could not carry their paddy in their respective homes in the

z ingh ?
district of Mymensing
b) Do Govgrnrggnt propose to guarantee that Jiraties .will be allowed to

carry their portion of paddy next May ? .

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT replied :
27 (a)—Govcrnhmcnﬁlexave no information.

(b)—i:‘fatxg ?}?c'h: ‘5;“‘;?‘. means the Bhagaloos or harvesters, they will be
owed to ta ¥ ges 1n paddy up to a limit of 8 maunds per head as was

al last year during Boro harvest.

allowed
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Sir, will
Government take it from me that the Bhagaloos and  Firaties are not the same ? The
Question was for  Jiraties  but the answer given relates to Bhagaloos.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: But perhaps on the assumption that the hon.
Member meant Bhagaloos.
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir. :

Settlement of lands in the Bongalmora Grazing Reserve

Srijut KARKA DALAY MIRI asked :
28.  Will Government be pleased to state what information they have received
on the following Questions asked at the last November Session of the Assembly—

(a) The total area of the Bongalmora Grazing Reserve in Laluk Mouza in
North Lakhimpur subdivision ?

() The mlmb.cx: _of rcgist_cred cattle in the Bongalmora -Grazing Reserve,
North Lakhimpur subdivision, du_rmg the years 1941-42, 1942-43 and 1943-447

(¢) The total amount of collection made during the said years from the
professiOHal graziers as grazing tax ?

(d) Whether itisa fact that with the approval of Government, the Sub-
Deputy Collector in charge of the circle called for applications from the Raiyats for
settlement of lands in the Bongalmora Grazing Reserve ?

(¢) Whether itis a fact that the previous local Officer sent a proposal to
Government to throw open the Bongalmora Grazing Reserve for settlement with the
Raiyats and Governme.nt.also- approved of the said proposal ?

/) Whether it1s a fact that the local officer again sent a proposal against
thie prop_osal qf the previous oflicer not to throw open the grazing lands for settlement
with Raiyats 1n deﬁanqe of the proposal approved of by Government ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that some portion of the l
Grazing R}e\g.c:ll‘f\‘!cs(l)s qﬁif:tﬁnﬁtém- srazing purposes, but quite fit for cultivation ?

) er Governm Y s ]
(h) . nment propose to throw open the Bongalmora

Grazing Reserve for settlement with the landless bonafide Ass: 15a
otlhcr d&i’stricts ? _ i Ssamese of Majuli and
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

28. (a) to (A)—The information was asked for but we : -
Depaty Gammissioner. A% howeve, s B hpcnion i g1t obeined from e
have dﬁmded to give up_tle pohc}_f of scttlmg the surplus Portio ’f overnment
Grazing Reserves by their Resolution dated the 15th Januar ns of Professional
throwing open to Setif]eﬂ:lent the Bongalmora Professional Grazi
Lakhimpur no longer arises and no further attempt to elicit th y in North
is considered necessary especially as the Dep ¢ 1nfi

{ uty Commissi T
¢hat this Reserve was one of the most impor i g

1 tant in the subdivic; gust,
in size for the number of cattle grazing in it, ubdivision and was 1insufficient

ands in the Bongalmora

Endowed properties included in the Nisﬁkheraj Patta land
ands

Srijut SIV?’]?IHIIN?{TH SARMA asked :
29. (ay Will the Hon’ble Minister for Reve
any, are being taken (o Separate the endowe( prtl'g;el!::?e}s)ler? S St'at‘e v.zhat stePS,.if
i Nisﬁkhe)mi] p_attafla-nds1 in the Assam Valley ? =R M Tded: o
(b) Isit afact that Srijut Sibra, 3 " Baj
submitted ;olg}overnhmel?t a scheme on the sSbjeIcztu gta O‘i Balhata’ Kamrup, ReRGHtY
(¢ so, whether the said scheme has beeny cuao s
(d) If so, what decision, it any, has beeﬁcai'gtig} ;I:ei 1.f)lY Governn;ent :
The Hon'ble Mavlavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied o
29. (a)—The object of the Temple Resettlement at
is to compile a record-of-rights in respect of all Nisﬁk}‘xengj:else

1t proceeding in Kamrup
to Temples, Satras and Mosques ; as a result it may be pos

ands specifically belonging
sible to place the manage-
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ment of these lands on a better footing so as to safeguard the incomes of the temples,
etc., to which they belong. To examine all other Nislikheraj lands, however, ’qow
standing in the names of individuals with a view to restoring them to temples in whose
favour the original concessions may have been given, would nccessitate a much more
elaborate enquiry over a period of years, which Government cannot contemplate at
the moment. :
(6*—VYes.
(¢)—1It is under examination.
(d)—Does not arise, -
*Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : May we know, Sir, when the result of
the proposed examination may be made known to the public ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: As soon as possible. ;
*Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Will it be within the course of this

year, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir.

Settlement of lands in Bardua-Barbheti Reserve

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN asked :
30. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) When the Bardua-Barbheti Reserve was constituted ?

(6) Whether the annual Pattas of immigrants were cancelled” for the
constitution of this reserve at the instance of Assamese people of
Batadrava and Barbhetj villages ?

(¢) Whether ‘some immigrants were fined for not vacating
covered by Pattas so cancelled ? "

(d) Whether those immigrants so losing their lands on cancellation of
their Pattas again applied for obtaining settlement in that reserve
subsequently thrown open’ last year ? '

(¢) Whether any of them has got settlement there ?

If not, why not ?

() Who are those Assamese people that have got settlement there ?

(#) Whether Government propose to place on the library table the list of

: allottees so obtaining lands there ?

(i) Whether Government are aware that all of those allottees own and
possess sufficient lands elsewhere and are speculators ?

(7 ) If so,do Government propose to cancel those allotments and direct
fresh allotments with deserving landless pcople and immigrants
as well ? )

(k) Whether it is the policy of Government to give preference to those
who lost their Patta lands at the time of the constitution of any
reserve subsequently dereserved in pursuance of the present instruc-
tions on Land Settlement Policy ?

() Ifso, why settlem.ent was refused to the original Pattadars and their
%;tm,;fxp;:n long since living in the closest contiguity to the Reserve
itself 7

(m) Whether it is a fact that the sajq Reserve is very close to the immigrants
of Bar‘dua-Barbhen and about a mile off from the Assamese Basti of
that village and whether Some Assamese land owning people of that
village have got settlement in that Reserve again ? '

(n) Whether It 1s a fact th.at in such dereserved areas within purely immi-
grant villages 'Of. (7) Hatijujua, Mouza Hatichung, (#/) Singiapathar,
Mo.uza jurXt, (741) Shmgia, Mouza Juria and (iv) Laloonggaon, Mouza
Jurla:hthe -aIese people have also been allowed settlement ?

(o) If so, why and on what principle ?

the lands

fot
Speech ngt corrected .,
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(#) If the reply to Question No. (n) above be in the affirmative, why the
landless immigrants so applying for lands in Bardua-Barbheti were not
allowed settlement there ?

(9) Why in smaller arcas of dereserved lands within purely immigrant
villages, Assamesc land owning speculators are allowed settlement ?

(r) In how many villages grazing reserves subsequently dereserved within
Assamese villages, the immigrants have been allowed settlement within
the Sadar or Dhing circle and who are they ?

(s) Whether Government propose to obtain a trace map of all those four

: Reserves together with the list of surrounding Pattadars contiguous to
their boundaries only and state the names of Assamese allottees in each
case together with the areas they previously held in other villages ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to issue fresh instructions to the Deputy
Commissioner of Nowgong to cancel 21l new allotments made with the
Assamese or immigrants who hold sufficient lands elsewhere either in
their own names or in the names of their fathers and in case of dereser-
vation, direct that in purely immigrant villages or in villages predo-
minantly inhabited by immigrants no settlements be allowed with the

Assamese as against the better and prior claims of just neighbouring
landless immigrants ?

The Homn’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR AL replied :
30.(a)—In 1929-30.

settled.

Revenue Tribunal was also rejected.

—
Se@uo s w

ot d
B G0 B
. - - -

15.

(6)—A few annual leases covering an
celled as they were issued by mistake at th

g)——-NO. .

((d)._.ch, but they did not apply tll after the

(g)——-NO.

area of 5B-3K-17L in all were can-
¢ time of resettlement.

whole area had been

S )—Because they did not apply in time. Their subsequent appeal to the

) & (h)—The f{followin ersons got set
g’}lani(l%ani Ka]ita,S/ongcndcr, got settlement
Padma Kanta Kalita, S/o Gender.

Sukon Koch, S/o Dhani.

Jitcndra Deba Mohanta, S/o Laba Chandra.
Dechiram Koch, S/o Moni.

Bhogeswar Koch, S/o Habiram.

Kota KOCh, S/O Ranlput.ia.

Konpai Koch, S/o Beshoia.

Deopora Koch, S/o Bhodaj.

Haranath Koch, S/o Poonaram.

Gambhir Koch, S/o Lachap.

Cheniram Koch, S fo Monj.

Lombhoram Koch, S /o Padyam.

Bhalan Koch, S/o Dukh;.

Haladhor Koch, S/o Beshaj. ’

(1)—Government’s inform

—

ation is that the al

. ot -
had insufficient land and they were not speculators, olices were cither tath e

a mile from the Assamese houses

Assamese land owning speculators.

)—Does not arise.
(k)—Not, if they do not apply in time,
(g}._._Does not arise.
(m)—1It is near the houses of immigrants of this village angd one quarter of
e
(,;)--—Govcrnm_ent 4rc prepared to accept th )
(0)— For the simple reason that they agplieil l-tlgg .]aI;/(Ilember .

(p) & (g)T—Governrncnt do not admit that settlement hag been made with
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(r) & (s)—Government have no information and do not proposc (o ask the
local Officers to undertake a task of which the results would be incommensurate with
the labour involved.

({)—Govern ment do. not propose to ask the
the settlements made by him. The power of scttlement has been vested
Commissioners and appeal from their orders lies not to Government

Tribunal,

Deputy Commissioner to cancel
in Deputy
but to the

Re Supply of Food-stuffs in Rationed Areas

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

31. (a) Isit a fact that only one ‘powa’ of sugar is given per
rationed areas ?

() If not, what is the ration per adult sanctioned ?

(c) Is it a fact that in the moffusil, sugar is almost unavailable ?

(d) Isita fact that extra one ‘powa’ of Gur is also given in the rationed areas
in lieu of sugar ?

(¢) Are Government aware that Gur is not gencrally available in the Province
and whatever is available is not fit for human consumption ?

Do Government propose to take necessary steps so that tl

foodstuffs for adult, and children particularly, are made available immediately ?

32. (a) Is it a fact that not even a ‘powa’ of salt has been made available in some
of the moffusil areas although the ration of salt per head per month allowed is stated to
be half seer ?

(6) Will Government be pleased to state what steps they propose to take to im-
prove the position 1n this matter in the moffusil ? :

33, (a) Are Government aware that the Dal supplied by the rationed shops in
the Province are generally unfit for human consumption ?

b) If so, what steps Government have taken or propose to take to supply better
quality of Dal to the public at controlled rates ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

31. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Does not arise.

(r;)—Su.gar is supplied to Thana and Circle Headquarters, Trading Centres,
etc., but in a limited quantity.

d)—Not so ; there is no fixed unit value for Gur. Itis issucd to consumers
according to thc: stock position at any particular time but usually it is double the quan-
tity of Sugar ration allowed.

¢)—Government do not think so.

(f)—Yes ; Government are doing all that is possible.

Maulavi ABDUX RAHMAN: With regard to reply to Question No.31 (a),
do not Government consider that allotment of one ‘powa’. of sugar is a very poor

adult per week in

1c most essential

uantity ? Mo,
¢l Tch)c H_on’blg fﬁagﬁa}‘: 1$a1}t'1cél f—?ir hMUI-IAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, I agree,
ir. U 15506 imited by the stock that we have been given.
2 Mr. KEDARMAIC.}: BRAHMIN : Are Government aware th%tt the quantity of
sugar has been reducec t0 half a ‘powa’ at Gauhati ?

The How'ble Ma}ﬂa“ Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : As I mentioned
just now, the issue ol sugar is dependent upon the stock. I am sorry to inform the
House that the Government of I_ﬂdl'd wanted to reduce our sugar quantity in view of the
that the sugarcanc crop is less by 25 per cent. than last year. We made vigorous

fact, ] 2

protests tO the Govern;;mnt,lf)}f India and as a result of which they had been pleased
not to reduce our qtﬁoﬁ S th ose hon. Members, who have gone through the press
reports recently, ""; e i ?tBthere has been a very big cut in the quota, given to
our z}clghbourmgh r(_)(\lfmcf tclr)x C(;ngal. But those factories from which our sugar comes
arc situated by the _Slbe (t:"h' ¢ Qudh and Tirhut Railway and it is very diflicult to
get proper transport by this railway. When I was in Delhi in January last, I was

-

ey~ %
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told by no less a person than the Hon’ble Sir Edward Benthall, the Member in-charge
of War T'ransport Department, that normally the number of wagons in the Qudh and
Tirhut Railway was 16 thousand but at present it is only 13 thousand and therefore
there has been very great difficulty in securing transport for our sugar.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Is it not a fact, Sir, that Government keep a
stock of sugar for threec months ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir, we have
not preserved sugar for three months but we tried to keep as much sugar as is possible
and at one time we had a stock for two months. !

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Do we understand that there is no R
stock at present ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No Sir, but a
very small stock is in the Province.

" Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Is it not possible, Sir, that our Govern-
ment should try to import sugar from such factories as will be easily accessible by
steamer or railway ? o P

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We have done
our level best, Sir. Formerly we were allotted only one factory from which we had

to bring our sugar. s I already mentioned, last year, that that factory was burnt
down to ashes and the Province went without sugar.

' ! ' ['hen we approached the Govern-
ment of India and they allotted seve ) factories from which to get our sugar. "We have
again requcstcc‘l the G(_)vcmmcnt of India pointing out our difficulty about transport
that only one factory is on the broad gauge line and the others on the narrow gauge
line.

Maulavi MABARAK AL :
been stopped in the rural areas ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That is not
50, Sir. )

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Does it not presuppose from the a;
is supplied to Thana and trading centre etc. on a very limited quantity ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADU . ;
on this subject is coming up before the House. If I remember LLA: The Question

5 arigl i i
has been asked by Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan and I will be repll;ignlgt’to tliltls il?l;csgz;l
two.
or Speaking from memory, I can say that about 10,000 m
urban areas and about 16,000 maunds are issued to the rural
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it not

a fact, Si ; . i
(he district of Sylhet, the supply of sugar has > S1r, that in all the subdivisions in
1945 ?

been very little from Ist of January,
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA MMAD SA
s not a fact. }:’c 155111th,1as lI stated, about 3 /5ths to the rl?rlz?.anI;tI;zﬁ : l?jIO’ i
to the urban ar .215. w ‘119 1ocal Officers have stopped issuing an and only 2 ISt.hs
villages I am ng_ 8.1 a}l;c of that, but as I have already replied th( y_to the interior
to Thanas and Circle headquarters and trading at supply of sugar

Is it not a fact, Sir, that the supply of sugar has

1swer, that sugar

aunds are issued to the
areas per month.

tr T
serious shortage. Cen,lcs has been limited on account of
Maulavi MABARAK ALI: TIs it not a fact that th

passed Ordez_sst?' the effect that no sugar would be suppl;
1945

January, x o E S B
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMM

my knoWIEdgC- AD SAADULLAI No, Sir,
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: In view of th

Premier, may I take it that Government will issue a

Subdivisional Authorities to distribute the fixed quot
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MU

told by the hon. Member that Subdivisio

rural areas, then the question of issuing ¢

not to

€ reply given by the Hon’ble
general circular to each of the
a of sugar to rural areas ?

HAMMAD SAAD . y
nal Authorities ULLA: IfIam definitely

. C are not issui
ircular will ey ng any sugar to



220 QUESTIONS [8TH MAR,
Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Sir, in our Food Committee mceting, the Chairman
told us that the Central Government issucd instructions to the Provincial  Government
prohibiting supply of sugar to rural arcas, Is this a fact, Sir !

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
stated that I am not aware that such a letter was issucd by the Central Government to
the Provincial Government.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA  replied :

32. (a) & {(6)—It was so some time back, but the salt position is now much
improved and the per capila allotment has been increased to half a seer per month every-
where.

33. (a) & (b)—Government find the Da! supplicd by them fit for human consump-
tion. Strict instructions have been issued to Government agents to issue good stuffs
only. Rates have all along been within control.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : May we know, Sir, when  these  instruc-
tions were issued to Government agencics ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  lLast yecar, Sir,
notably in the Dibrugarh subdivision where 1 was present, my hon. I'riend  Srijut
Lakshesvar Borooah represented the case to me and we ordered that all bad stuffs
should be disqualified and not issued for human consumption.

Srijut GAURT KANTA TALUKDAR : Did Government make any arrangement
to see that only good stuffs are sold ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We have our
officers to sece that only good stuffs are sold.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Are those oflicers also
are responsible for selling inferior stuffs ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir. These

are Government officials.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Are Government awarc
Gauhati the licensed shops are selling two kinds of dal ; the one "ol better quality,
is rold at a higher rate than the other which is of inferior quality ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILILA : No, Sir, Govern-

ment have no information.
Srijut GAURT KANTA TALUKDAR :  Will Government be

an enquiry into this matter ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Government are
only issuing one quality of dal. .

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Then how can
Gauhati, sell two kinds of dal at different prices ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 'This is not sceking

[ have already

the agents who

that at least at

pleased to make

those licensed shops of

information f{rom Govern-

ment.

Srijut GAURI KANTA I'ALUKDAR : Will Government be pleased to verify
my statement and to see that only one kind of dal is sold at controlled rate ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I know what
my hon. Friend is referring to I have drafted reply to some Questions on the report
of the Deputy Commissioner, Gauhati. What happened in Gauhati is that some
private dealers brought some good dal at a much higher rate than what is prevailing
now about Govc"_l’nﬂ"l_mt dal. ic:_ D_ePUtY Commissioner, on receipt ol petition, after
looking into the invoices and the incidental expenses that were incurred by the party
in bringing this dal, has_ allowed them to sell at a higher price, i. e., Rs. 34;'])(31' maund,
and some of the retail shopkeepers might have bought that good stulf at a much
higher price.and acccla{rdllrilg’ly char‘g.ccl.highcr price.

lavi MABARAK ALI: Sir, isita fact that the Deputy Commissioner of

Mau
Sylhet Ico;npclled people to take damaged dal when they came to take rice, sugar
and salt © - . s B .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir. A

get of Questions has already been tabled and ! am going to reply to them. I



1945) QUESTIONS 221

also find it is stated that Mr. Puri, the then Deputy  Commissioner, is supposed
to have stated before a Press Conference in the same vein. In  his report to
Government he mentions that the orders he passed were to the effect that the
purchasers should not be allowed to take only two qualities of Dal neglecting the
other two qualities. - Government have stocked Masur, Mug, Arahar and Khesari.
Therefore, he ordered that anyone who came to purchase Dal should have to take
all the four kinds of Dal.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHU RY : Will Government
be pleased to issue a circular letter to all the Subdivisional Officers that they
should not compel any purchaser to purchase damaged Da/ while he comes to
purchase salt, sugar or rice ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir- MUIHTAMMAD SAADULLA : The authority
who is supposed to have passed that order denies the passing of such an order. All
he circularised was that the customers should not be allowed  to take only two kinds
of Dal, i.e., Mug and Masur but the «ther two qualities as well, i. e., Khesari -
and Arahar shouvld be also taken. y

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it not a fact that at Habiganj there was a big
public meeting l\‘v'hIFh . ?d})ptcd a T‘csolution condemning Government for forcing the
pcop]ﬁ to mk:: C a‘nmgu_ Dal \.vluc,h was not even h!: for _Consumption by cattle, and
to this eflect Government have taken no action up till now ? ,

The HOH’I)](‘.‘.‘i\’fﬂ.lllil\.-'l Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - This is entirel
a new Question, Sir. Y

: Silting up of Juri River

Mr. W. D. RUTHERFURD asked :
34. (a) Are Government aware that the
passage through the Hakaluki Haor ?
(b) Are Govern_ment aware thm_ n conscquence  thereof county 2
brought to a standstill over long periods during the past cold weather }xrnlz)?r;;l t;‘afﬁc o
(¢) If the replies to Questions Nos. 34 (a) and 34 (b) above g G tlh 3 f‘ﬁ ’
will Government be pleased to state what steps they have taken till R
take to remove the silt ? now or propose to
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT replied :
34. (a)—Yes. :
(b)—They are prcparcd to accept the hon. Member’s s
(c)_JThc problem is not a new one and (he silti
years. It was hoped that the Embankment and Dra

a survey of the area with a view to suowe . ;
take up S g e W LS geest a solution T
r:ot got sufficient staff” (which is difficult to recruit nowadays) tltl)tcgp P1€§elr:t they have
¢ With a survey of

i i lved. Itis therefor
he magnitude invo relore feared (hat : ;
:llc end of the War. the  question wily have to wait till

Mr. W. D. RUTHERFURD Do Gover

difficulty in obtaining sufficient railway wagons for the m

and other agricultural produce, Industy ;remﬁnt of tea, food stuffs

a larger extent than ever before ? Thig matter is such that country boat traffic to

end of the war. _ At 1t cannot wait til] the
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR AL : The G

tion stated in the 1101}. Member’s Question but the overnm
Mr. W. D. RUT I_iERFURD: I am not satisfied wit

think that the matter 1s receiving  suflicient attention of

Government to cxamine this question and see that somet} rovernment. I would ask
The Hon ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT - In thig l_esnng 1%' done,

an American erosion expert is bemg dePUted by tha (.?OvcrnnFECt’ Ir, I. may sl:ate that

expected here and we shall then place all our erog; et of Indla.WhO is shortly

linked with silting, before him 100 problems which are inter-

and see what coyl
X i 5 u d ’

have taken the problem of erosion as one of the most ?m}()ic?:tz-m T'he Government

POst-war recons-

Juri River has now been silted up in its

e tatement to thig effect.
ng :p hz_ls_b.een going on for many
1age Division  would be able to

ént admit the insinua-

truction schemes.
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Land Revenue remission in the Assam Valley

Srijut BELIRAM DAS asked :

35. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to a petition lately submitted
by the-Rayat Sabha of Kurua in Mangaldai subdivision for remission of land revenue
this year ?

_ (&) Are Government aware that there has been 90 per cent. crop failure at Kurua
this year ?

(¢) Do Government propose to enquire into the matter and grant the necessary
remission of land revenue as prayed for by that Sabha ?

36. (a) A.re Govr_:rnment aware that there has been at least 50 per cent. failure of
paddy crop this year in the Assam Valley districts ?

(b) If so, what are the reasons therefor ?

(¢) Is it a fact that the price of paddy has gone down considerably this year in the
Assam Valley ?

(d) If the reply to Question No. 36 (a) above is in the affirmative, do Government
propose to grant land revenue remission to the cultivators of that Valley ?

(¢) If so, to what extent ?

The Hon’ble Mavlavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

35. (a)—No such petition has been received by Government.

(b)—No.

¢)—Government will draw the attention of the Deputy Commissioner to the
allllcgatgfn, Whlc?, if ff_"ﬁﬁ, will entitle the villagers to remission of land revenue under
the ordinary rulcs. € sanction of Government is not required unless the figure
exceeds Rs.10,000. 1 g

36, (a)—No. The latest forecast of the Director of Agriculture anticipates a crop
of nearly 80 per cent. of normal in the Assam Valley.

(b)—Does not arise.
(¢)—Yes, but it is still above the price(about Rs.3-8-0)prevalent at the Resettlement.
(d) & (e)—Do not arise. -

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: Isita fact that the prices of other essential articles
used by the cultivators were taken into considerati.n while making assessment of
revenue at the time of resettlement ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR : Yes, Si

Seijut KAMESWAR DAS: s it not a fout that e - :

1ju : Is 1t not a fact that the prices of those very neces-
sary articles now-a-days are much higher than what they were at the time of

resettlement ? _
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir, they are proportionately

higher. .

Srijut BELIRAM I?AS: With reference to reply to Question No. 36 (C), Sir, may

1 know from the Hon ble Minister whether he admits or not that though there

has been a little rise in the price of paddy over Rs. 3-8-0, which was the price at the -

time of_reset}lct!ﬁ:n;cggge ahéas tlLJcen ﬁonsiderablc rise in the prices of the other
cessaries O » 4an at what littl i

ir;cnot sufficient to hrgec,t their other deanlds ? surplus they are getting from paddy,

The H?'nlzc hav?zuslc?:; ;“JE_NAWWAR ALI: I have admitted that the prices

of those artic € igher considerably in proportion to the rise in price

Of paddy- 2

, 58 sl Budget Discussion.

The I-{ion tl:ﬂil i;cﬁssion tlggtf: There may be some Members who may take part
in tl}c Budget ; will remis Y- Moreover the Hon’ble Finance Minister and the
Hon’ble d})rir?;ieon There(}oree IC(zlnSIdcrable time to reply to the points raised in the
Budget d'nsc A djou;'nment Mo’tiono not propose to take up the consideration of the
outstanding S today. They will stand over for the next available

day-
Mr. BAIDYANATP_I MOOKERJEE . M . :
furnishes one more reminder that a foreign Gote?*ﬁfr?:r?:. ’ ?::,r ’ ;!tle F?;fge;naseipc;];?\}:
°



" Correction SIip.

1945] BUDGET DISCUSSION 223

luxury and, at worst, a system of semi-siavery. That is the real outstanding point
that arises from the Budget whenever 1 pass through - one page after
another, T feel that I would have done vastly different things than are being
done in this Budget. But that is only an ideal. Being a realist, I am prepared to
forget for the time being these aspects of the case.

The financial situation, as revealed in the Budget, is somewhat more unfortunate
than it was last year. The Province has reached the maximum limit of sacrifice which
it could make. Think ol what has happened ; in spite of increased receipts, you still
find the need for heavy borrowing and for carrying deficits to indebtedness. I have
in my hand a statement which shows that between 1937 and  the present (1944-45)
Budget, our revenue has l_‘iscn 1'mn‘1 !{3.2,8-'1.,.7-1.,0{)0 to Ks.5,80,98,000. In spite of this
heavy increase it has to face a deficit, and in order to make both ends meet, it has
had to borrow, and it is largely due to inflation which has been allowed to run riot-that
prices rose continuously and the market was all the time against it in making all the
purchases that it has to make for the conduct of the war, etc. The India Government
has sown the wind and we are reaping the whirlwind. Even now, it is not too late t6
mend. It is_ no usc realising the m{_l;mon menace when wqek after week, the currency
and the sterling ba]_;mccs arc mounting up until the notes in circulation reached over
900 crores. While delivering my Budget speech last year, I dealt with the matter
in detail ; so I do not propose to dilate further on this point. The Central Govern-
ment is taxing the people in various ways and except the income-tax the whole of the
recent taxation is an indirect taxation, falling on the weak shoulders of the poorer
classes, and you know, Sir, how retrograde Indirect taxation is. The rich do not
suffer much as still to-day in the sixth year of the War, I find frivolous, boisterous and
wasteful extravagance against the background of the poverty, and wretchedness
disease, starvation and death among 95 per cent. of my people. This is not a gooci
achievement. What a horrible thing it is to tax cven tobacco, tea, and betelnut.  All
these have been foisted on those least able to bear them. The people are blc'edi
white. The position is well knou:'n to all concerned. So, the knowledge has c i
but wisdom lingers, as their taxation policy seems to be based on the pPresum cg‘ne,
that we Were prosperous. ‘ ption

Now, Sir, I sllalll _tr3];3 tcc)] totuch w]ary briefly all the points raised by the Hon’ble
Finance Minister in his Budget speech, and justify the remarks I haye eiade

Sir, at the very beginning of his speech, the Hon’ble Finance Minister logi
for the departure from the usual procedure of sending  the Bidlor s tﬁpo};)gxscd
Memorandum to us, approximately three weeks before the Budget Session be g mL
had to choose between sending out  an mnadequately checked financial st tg Skl B
which there might have been numerous printing or arithmetica) errors g e
antil we arrived in Shillong and were presented ’

: and waitj
: with a : ng
adequate amount of '(.:heck‘mg, and he thought that it wOuchfugget With the normaj
latter course. But, Sir, this explanation is self wiser to adopt the

-condemned, because of t
ants which hag

slip to Detailed Estimates and Demands oy Gr
there are 50 mist

he correction
along With the Budgct. In about 30 pages

been supplied to us
akes according to the
Sir, the estimated ﬁgures. vary so much with the S i
¢ scoms to me t.‘? be of ﬁeljy l‘1tt1'6 use to discuss n1a1t?3(;;uarl:l;1ibn§ertl)rlln tkghe e
foures an d the items where the largclst amounts have heen speﬂt and - e'Sle e 6
I mean, Grants Nos.33 and 34 have bem} dealt with in the Budget i e e
figures that they éf:’ll:r? I;Ot ]Si?pt? foif any iatjr discussion, g b
he reason ¢ 15 that the hgures for th : i
muc}';rlater date in th_e_ year and cannot well beciifém};aoovl\‘!;i:’;c{ ,thtalrle é)nly 3l D
It is really surprising that the hon. Members are satisﬁcdrl 'ih uCLg_et explasation
and do not raise a voice of protest against this high-handed acti -y f I: Y e
The Post-War Reconstruction Fund, which was inau ;ritozll )
with great prospects, has been starved in the Budget, and Ig dCO ;:1 tmkthe it i
due to over-feeding in the current year. Let us live in hopes OA omparea with the
revised estimates for the current year a drop of income to the .extesn(l‘:m(?ipalgesd’l;]sﬂ; 533
e 2 >
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is anticipated i s -
= pated in 1945-46 \"._rhlch is principally duc to a fall of Rs.34,04,000 under the
ead income-tax alone. Since the Tea Ind i : -
G g - - the Tea Industry is making poor profits, may I ask the
overnment in all seriousness whether they have ever rais .d their littl "B : ¢
this Industry in solving its problem? The difiirliltjy of -Iu't "‘lr! e g
TRl ;i PAETR - 3 of chests, coal, manure, transport
quo’ta righ‘;: }I;);:i%litc:;:rlll:;-‘;zrr:f. stlfrlmll r;;n_iccfns are being ruined. The price of cxpor;
: : ctically nil in comparison with previ b :
assistance has ever been rendered in a b previous years, SUL SR
C - ny shape by this Government. The G
ment will en in Y. ! FOVC =t e overn-
el ter into the accounts of the concerns with magnifying eye-glasses only to
ollect tax, but will not help them at the time of their difficulty. Tt i &
disgrace that the Government are not tryi ’ 1 i e o t is a maiterioy
ihereh . ying to help the Industry to make profits and
ereby to augment their own resources. ‘There will be a drop i b .
Fo_rcsts as well, amounting to about Rs.3 00 Ui]O e but I . i l,n B from
this fall, because I do not consider it as : ) MOE3 A8 Bok % all sorry, Sir, for
practically has been provided for c-xtrr{ _rcvci}tifp, bt § ket b be' chpitals  NENEE
- cNns10n ol forests
Rupees 51 lakhs hav g - O s : :
Htgts iorpADeT ortly. o far L Mor a0t BRI a0 The food will
/ d 0 b rnment be pleased to enlighten tl H ~
their scheme of this cam P e L ous¢ as to
i ?hcpr?l‘b;lf:,d\_‘-’hctl}cr they have got sufficient qualified men to
What arrangements the hgavc r;:.c:i‘t.lqn and to make the Campaign a real success?
Lomp Y ade for manure and cattle and agricultural imple-
In General Administrati 7 : : i :
problems of meeting innum::trla(:ll;:lt(:)f ;l;al’mv.ncc,. the Government are facing with  new
control. The difficult man-power problcr:;:lcids tm l(};pnnccnon(‘ with food and other
thank God, our Government have found o Ry P the Government most, L
e Ou out the solution and have alrecady be
solve the problem by appointing Military men. Certainly | y begun to
forget the services of those in the Militar . rtainly how can our, Government
need for granting adequate opportunit flg'sc:r\,rn::c. l'hey have to bear 1n mind the
joined the forces during the war, or v.l'hy gr permanent  service, to those who have
wnd the like. They are alread’ . o.have done snmnlm: service i1n Civil Defence
regarding sheir future policy of r)échTitr:;orrcspondcncc vynh the In(_:lia Government
by the grace of o, Hiveen gallant wa fnt to the Imperial and Provincial Services—
from the commissioned ranks and lmvcr;)lorS igwe alveady volumecree, their services
How fortunate we are S “The vt egn obtau}ed to strengthen the administration.
them ate being thrown over our hCadiCCtiIaréltiEcof t:;c Arr}x;xy whof are of no wuse to
5 - 3 & A ~
certainly, they would not have been given to us emen been of use to the army
ticipate that the " . 2 : .
o5 I ciin S?stlrig:s il e div?gf&'e&l Indmr_1 Civil .Seerc and Indian Police will be
- Il:lcal.;c 3 Ao 1 Police t pr ,'d ere will be A_ddltlonal Subdivisional Officers,
ot xecutive P 0‘_*'1 = the unfit and rejected men of the commissioned
ranks. There should be a preparation from now for another bi :
: : 5 hould 1 now for another big war, probably with
Soviet Russia. So, there ‘-SdOu 5 ljlc more Police control in the Province. To keep the
i ntr under fu y ) ;
people of this connizy wnler, ful, comes, Covormment should ket i
23 X ; so that a € resources O ndia
ng the future war which is j o e 1a may
'];‘?1: %Zi:ifcflilégsgfrom Military SCrVicehwiﬁ blchItablc. I'his is the post-war plan!
officers in the packground along with the Soeczrﬁfclloyi&l- tc.z»tkecp '12?16 Cxll\'-jftllng Indian
- : = inisters. ese ilitar
nam
Fre o O echarged nely of PYing, when the war is still going on. Wity 1ot
imc:;l?hzgnncction may I take the libert'.mly }"Cal use to the Military Authorities ?  Sjr,
H ‘ble Prime Minister who is in charge ;£ sking one pertinent question to the
2 officers so far allocated to dut ge of General Administration ? How many
speech of ity in Assam are Indians ?
Sir, the Budget sP the Hon’ble Mini : : -
. fa’my - ncouragement any where. ] inister is most depressing. 'There is no
z:g\?acrjxtagc fmm“good times’’ as in thes'c t is a comp]ett?ly flat one. For taking
training class for the subordinate staff andr‘:ﬁcnt years, such improvement scheme asa
the purpose of tapping the remoter areas of t;:_ development of communications for
Province can afford tl_lem. The above, T b orests must be undertaken while the
Finance Minister. Sir, he is Cager]y \\:ait' ave quOt'Cd .ﬁ'om the 5pecCh of the Hon’ble
ing and wishing for good times as in these

g e hemTE L Uil
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: i ery
. fighting for their v
cent years. Bravo, good times mdwd’; thln rg Tsc: pllﬁ-atilizall)g a cloth famine, and
— S s ion is grave when the , ent.
: d situation is grave . d the reach of 95 per ¢
existence, when foo ] ing scarce and goéing beyon ; 2oL ot
: ies of life are becoming Sci : . > situation is chaotic bu
daily ncct(:]ss‘iilig; medicines are not available ! In one wmtcli,athi({ ?slta ey poriFons o
people an ‘m i ‘good times’ ! Sir, I know th 5 Moy
r Government term it as g ers : but how a popular Govern
o ders and profiteers, burglars and fr‘eebootus > i, In b vaption e years
Hparders : --cxllt years as good ones, I fail to understan 2 e
call tlllc E;;:t trying and difficult in the m?mory of t];lc h:;:gcgnsideration 2t $hes Bayids
are tae ' i ‘tment has received so ; :
i Education Departs 3 red 1g the grievances
Sir, only the d h more in the way of redressiz g 1
nt. We expected muc e osely -
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the corruption prevailing in this Province but instcad of checking it, it has heen allowed

to spread, like wild fire. Corruption is rampant in this unfortunate Province.
My hon. Friend Mr. Whittaker fias very ably put this matter in his speech. T am
afraid, T cannot certainly put it in a language as his, but my fecling is just the same,
Sir, the other day, the Hon’ble Prime Minister said that convenience is writ large
in my social and political life, and, in support of his remarlk, he said that though I am
the de_facto leader of the Independent Group, it was convenient for me to remain de facto
and not to claim de jure status. In my criticisms of Government and the persistent
voting in the Opposition lobby, T have out-Congressed the Congress I.eaders and yet it
is convenient for me not to adopt the Congress label, and morcover he thought, at
night, whether he would confer upon me the title of M.C. but he refrained from doing
so because it would mean Military Cross, whereas he would desire to mean ‘master of
convenience’. Sir, you as well as other hon. Members of this House very well know
whether the word convenience or consistency should be rightly uscd and is appropriate
in my case. At heart, he meant ‘master of consistency’ but for his convenience he used
the word ‘convenience’. Sir, I am not going to touch his social life following his line
as this is not the place for discussing social or private life of an hon. Member but I
hope he will not mind if I touch his political life, Sir, assoon as 1 heard the Hon’ble
Premier’s good wishes of conferring on me the title of M.C. I thought, of course, not at
night, but then and there, that how happy I would have been if T were in a position to
confer upon the Hon’ble Prime Minister the title of V.C. Sir, after that discussion
this is the first opportunity that I have got and I beg to offer the V.CG. to him, but like
his *M.C’, my ‘V.C’ also will not mean Victoria Cross, the highest decoration of the
Military, but it will mean ‘“Veteran Corrupter”.  What does it matter though he is
not corrupted, but the whole administration has been termed corrupted by the leader of
the European Group, who always support the Government ; one can well under-
stand how desperate Mr. Whittaker was when he uttered all these words. Sir, I sent
notice of a Mogif}n for forming an enquiry committee to enquire into the alleged
corruption prevailing amongst the Government employees but the Hon’ble Premier
refused his consent.- Why ?  Why this shyness ? Other Governments have engaged
men for this purpose. I understand that men have been brought [rom Scotland Yard
even by the Government of India. A veteran administrator like our Premier should
not be afraid of all these. This is a demand of the country, and I hope, he will form a
committee consisting of: the Members of the Legislatures soon and prove his bona fide and
keep his good name in tact. If he fails to do so, our H. P. M. even after he quits his
office will be called H. P. M. which will then mean, not of course, the Hon’ble
Prime Minister, but ‘High Priest of Machiavellanism’ ; now it is up to him whether he
1d like to retain this title or shake it off. :
Now, Sir, again turning to the Budget proper, I fecl, I shall he failing in my duty,
;1 do not remark about the lump provisions made so far as the Ciivil Defence or Self-
Defence Department, Motor Transport Organisation, Grain Storage Scheme,
Standard Cloth Scheme, other miscellancous schemes, Civil Canteen Stores and
Rationing Scheme, are concérned. My hon. Friend Mr. Whittaker remarked that no
balance sheet or profit and loss account }1as been published so far as the Grain Storage
Scheme and the Motor Transport Organisation are concerned. But, Sir, I do not say
that they have not been published ; they have heen published upto 31st March, 1943
and not after that. Now, though they have been published up to the 31st March, 1943,
they are not in proper form 5}“(} they are not the true picture of the situation. A few
lines from the audit report will bear me out :—
c¢ Motor Transport Organisation—Towards the close of the year a personal ledger
nt was specially opened for his (Controller’s) operations. During the period begin-
ning from October, })942 and 1~3nd1ng 31st March, 1943, a total sum of Rs. 7,94,151 was
disbursed to eIy nta MOtOr Transport Controller. In addition, a sum of
Rs. 13,432 rqpreserr%ingjl llecelp'ts and recoveries on various accounts was received and
retained by bim- Rs eoja ance at the credit of the personal ledger account on the 31st
March, 1943, w§s I°'1 ;000 only. Besides, he has a balance on Rs. 40,297 in a current
account with the Imperial Bank of India, Shillong Branch. The local audit of the

wou

accou
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accounts has revealed that the net result of the working of the Scheme in the year
1942-43 was a loss of Rs. 23,735,

But, Sir, I understand that the loss is much more than that, which fact was
3 . ] y ) ik "
revealed in the Public Accounts Committee meeting.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon.-Member has already spoken for more
than 25 minutes.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: You will be pleased to give me some more

: Sir, because I am speaking on two princi;_ml sl.xbjects and I }13vc aquaﬁly fore.g?{rlle
E]I;'lc(;lz‘lin; as regards discussion of the political situation. I shall try to finish as quickly
as I (S::'m-in this connection, I venture to challenge the statement of the I-.Ionfble‘Fmance
e that there will be a profit in the current year. The Qrgamsatmn is on the
Munstclr bankr :ptcy and I have got a shrewd suspicion in my mind that the Govern-
verge O -Hjlsoon be compelled to inform the House that they are intending to liquidate
ment Wi isation. Unless it is properly handled, they are sure to do so. If proper
the Orgm:'l" done, there will certainly be a loss. Sir, I understand that the Stores
accountlﬂ_&: l(S_. in arrear for a long time. The correctness of the balance-sheet has been
accounts‘ i"b the Comptroller’s office so far as last year is concerned.
challcugt-(fsyéo vehicles (all new) only about 250 are in running order, ’
Ou‘tw? And out of about 50 reconditioned vehicles about 20 are i
) £y 'I:he overhead expenditure is very heavy. A st
dition. jaintained, when about half the vehicles
being rzl(and well organised workshop in any area or
equ}PP‘? are very badly damaged due to lack of maintenance and facilities for repairing.
V_i.’:thle ught to have been the first thing in an organisation like this. About Rs. 12
LB ooﬁh of spare parts were purchased in course of a year but still this is the state
lakhsfy‘f;-s Fat-salaried Army officers and B. O. R.s have been employed ; what
(_)f atla b s they made ? It is alleged that parts and petrol have been sold in
Imprgl‘{:i:kmarket- We want to know what is the true state of things ?  What is the
the imcl of the present Director about the position of the Organisation ? T hope the
?ﬁ;g’ble Finance Minister will give a reply to my queries.
Grain Storage.—The accounts relating _to the Scheme h
; noticed that in some places whc‘rc dlstr_lbutmn was d .2 “overnment officials,
ue ts were not maintained satisfactorily and stock-taking vyag not done. The
accoun stock has been based on bhook balances as it was not possible to make h sical
closing ! of stocks. It has not been possible for the Supp]y ecreta t p1y il
verification for the period ending the 31st March Y /1o compile
res account for Peri ng the 31s arch, 1943. OW, it is up to the
any S‘i\?[cmbers to judge how things are going on, :
hon. As regards Civil Defence Department, T ¢an boldly say that the
making any provision in the Budget. Tt will be sj ste of : Th
for Minister is the trustee of the rate-payers, and [ } money. ¢
Finance T e : il > an lope, he would not betray the
The liabilities of this Government v; th regard to State Provi i
trust. 000 on the 1st of Apri] 1945 - i
Rs. 1:22332’ BEL, =y ONE

ldent Fund will be
Lk rand above the Present deficit Budget,
Dis and liabilities. )
de Sir, now I shall touch two more points and finish my

_ 3 » ' and h. I shall deal with
+t first and then with the olitical sijty: e i e

trapsp(girféi;ulty of this Province ;)nd I woutllcllflt:x(;gé . Gonsport dlfﬁpulty ol
mal[?lcm with more earnestness and boldness. The
pro ‘mer transport, and motor transport should be impr
55211 Motor Tran§p.01‘t Orgam_satlon, which wasg starie
o Belpii the Clvllipopulatmn, sbould now be used for that pu
Government should implement  their pro
should be moved for increasing Assam’s quota of w
but with a definite demand.

Sir, Friend.s from the E}u‘ODE’ln Grou
Advisory Comml.ttee of the Rallway, s_houId give some ide;
Committee meetings, and you also, Sir,

the rest are all
n running con-
aff for about 600 vehicles is
are running. There is no well-
even in the centre. Most of the

ave been audijted locally. It
one by G

ntral Government
agons, not in g half-hearted way,
Members of the Local

i " activities in tlze
¥ might say something in their
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Budget speeches.  Accordingly, I am placing before the House some of the urgent and
important proposals which I placed before the meetings.  But before I do that, I think
it will be wise on my part to enlighten the hon. Members about the scope of our
activities in the meetings.

The Local Advisory Committec has been constituted with a view to assisting the
Agent of the Bengal and Assam Railway to obtain fuller information as to the require-
ments of the Commerce of Calcutta and of the districts <crved by the Bengal and
Assam Railway system, and gencrally to bring the Railway Administration and its
constituents into closer touch with cach other. Itis hoped thus to assist the Railway
in extending and improving the facilities and convenience offered to the public in
overcoming the difficulties which may arise in connection with traflic, in avoiding delay
and lengthy correspondence and in introducing prompt remedial measures.

The function of the Committee will he [lfurnu(_;hl\r advisory. The subjccts which
will be ordinarily placed before the Committee hy'th«:' Agent are as follows :—

(a) alterations of time tables and passenger services ;

(b) alterations of rates and fares and changes of goods classifications ;

(¢) proposals in regard to new projects and extensions ;

(d) proposals in rcgard. to new rolling stock ; and

(¢) any matter affecting general public interest  or
of personnels, discipline and appointments will not be brought before the

Subject to this condition, any member may suggest a subject for discussion, but
the Agent may rulc_out any subject for reasons which will be explained at the first
meeting after the ruling has been given,

Now, I am giving below a list of the important proposals that I brought before the
Committee and which were admitted and discussed.

1. That no train should run wichout light in any compartment as this causes great
inconvenience to the passengers and loss of property.

2. That through carriages should run between Sylhet and Jagannathganj Ghat,

3. That arrangement should be made to keep compartments and bath rooms
properly cleaned and disinfected and that bath room reservoirs be always filled with

good and sufficient water. :
4. That arrangements should be made to provide all the bath room doors with

bolts or locks from inside and outside.

5. That all Upper Class berths should he provided with cushions and that the
condition of all outlet pipes of all washing basins as well as corks, in the bath rooms
should be checked and put into working order at all terminal stations before the  train

convenience.  Questions
Ciommittee.

starts. 2 .
6. That porters of all big and crowded stations should be provided with number

rm so that they are easily visible.

ement should be made so that the trains may run to time.

ents should be made to start the evening train from Sylhet at

8 hours to give some time to the passengers from Shillong at

plates for tying in 2
7. That arrang

8. That arrangem
19 hours instead of at 1

Sytht. b . 3 .
0 That a Restaurant car be provided in the Surma Mail.
ic fans in the E. B. Zone in Upper Class compartments be checked

lectr
10. That< king order at all terminal stations,

and put into workin : )
C Iil. That a through carriage—Ubpper, Inter and Third combined—be provided for

tion as before.
Sylhet-Chandpur s¢¢ .
¥ 12. That arrangements be made to provide more telephone connections with extra

staff to attend calls at thf tl’;nquiry office at Calcutta.
13. That stﬂpssb;ndath";t ;tlol'ensurc that the reservation cards are not removed by
unauthorise Pcrsoﬁain o T:t of reserved accommodation be kept by the guards
in charge of gz_s parate compartments should be reserved for civil and

military passe? ‘ngements be
i 1BXE R made to stop mail trains at Basugaon station and to

4, d3
: waiting rooms for all classes of Passengers there.

provide

~
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15. That steps be taken to lease out *temporarily the surplus railway land for
growing more food-stuffs in connaction with the “Grow More-Food-Campaign®.

16. That steps be taken to provide suitable accommodation in trains and steamers
for those passengers who reserve their berths in time.

17. 'I'bat more Inter and Third class accommodation be provided for ladies in the
Surma Mail over the E. B. Zone.

18. That the conditions of lights be checked
terminal stations.

19. That number of carriages be increased for
passengers, if number of trains cannot be increased.

I do not like to add to the number by citing any more, but I can say this much
that about 50 per cent. of my proposals were not even included in the agenda and that
about 70 per cent were not given effect to on the plea of war emergency ; though it
has been clearly stated in the OIJJCCIS: that to avoid lengthy correspondence, the
Coommittee has been formed, but still in a large number of cases I was informed
that the Head '()f'[!’lc Dcpartmcn.t co.ncerr!cd had been requested to deal with the parti-
cular subjectin direct communication with me and hence the subjects were not being
included in the agenda. W

Now, Sir, our scope being limited and the position being advisory, the House can
well understand, how a single representative in the Eastern Bengal Zone ’is handicapped.
1 think, it will be wisc on the part of the Government to sincerely try to increase the
umber of representatives in the .hastem Bengal Zone,

Lastly, Sir, in this connection I beg to s there was a meeting in

ractically every month, bu_t since 1944 meetings are held once in three months %nd
I have attended 51!1 the meetings except one, which I could not attend as I was en ’a ed
here in tthPubIhcl Alcl:cglurlll[s (_]t?ntllmltte?. xjncti:ting. ik

Now, Sir, 1 shall deal with the political situation in the i :
the figures, supplicd by the I-Ign’ble Finance Minister in hjs Bugégrlgci hAchrdIngbto
of security prisoners by the middle of February, 1945, is 95 and e M et

restriction of any kind i§ 216. that of persons under

d ig The allowances granted to th ili
despite (the word despite is underlined) the reduced numbers no::r ;f;‘a:nngggi ?Cf,‘ Ig:tin;;ss
« Ly

_Ef—n-lcnsem and_ a tot_a_l ot_Rs. 231 per mensem is also given to mas: -
restrictees and their families in whose case it is shown that t e . antam, thasc

with their livelihood. “I'he Japanese menace is no more in th poonictions interfere
o agitation of any kind anywhere. There is ne =

and put into working order at all

adequate accommodation of civil

ay that formerly

Province, Th i
; subversive m . ere 18
rrIl'hc Allied Army arc_re-occupying Burma gradually. Mahar Ovements of any nature.
that he has no intention of launching any n atma QG

ST . andhi has’ declared
But still, we find thz(";t our Government have kt:p]tcnstol?ng:f e . ¢ivil disobedience.
restrictions. The Government know the i Y person i
have received dozens of telegrams,
in the course of thgllast two or thre
sincerity a.“drrlu(liﬂteti:;iﬁ;;dtolhrcalese the political prisoners and overnment Wi an
on th_em lmS‘rc sonie of the 1;? b unanimous desircm?ve all restrictions
province. i el political prisoners have already ]og¢ theiy s People of the
BEE a.re} 561;?(;1 ng‘rolani?lé] aljesl;ini I;l ; . on, I feel it m tl.}llte foal o e
nam?‘k :V II(?)akhru ddin Ali Ahmed, 1€ pPrison bars due to ]| health, Ty ;3? :I:::?ion e

Srijut Bishnuram Medhi, .

Srijut Krishnanath Sarma,

Srijut Omeo Kumar Das,

Srijut ][:))CbCSWé}I‘ Séu-ma, and

ii urna Ch. Sarma— s of the

%1:%1:: v See all Members of this hon, House,

Mr. Tayebullah,

Maulavi Mabarak Alj,

Maulavi Ibrahim Chatuli,

Babu Jatindranath Bhadra,

praying for tl
¢ days. T would request the
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Babu Nani Gopal Swamni,

Babu Nikunja Behari Goswami,

Srijut Bhadrakanta Gogoi,

Srijut Nabakumar Bhattacharjee,

Srijut Harinarayan Barua,

Srijut Lila Kanta Bora,

Srijut Kamal Chandra Mahanta,

Sri Sri Pitambar Deb Goswami, Garamur Satradhikar,
Srijut Sarveswar Bordoloi,

Srijut Bijoy Ch. Bhagabati,

Srijut Karuna Kanta Gogoi,

Srijut Rabindra Kakati and several others.

Unless these gentlemen are released soon, they will be all useless and rather a
burden on the Province for the rest of their lives. Ilit is the intention of the Govern-
ment that everyone should be made permanently invalid in the jails and then released,
then, of course, there are reasons for detaining them ; otherwise there cannot Igc any
earthly reason for their detention. Sir, I requested a little while ago, to underline the
word ““despite” used by the Hon’ble Finance Minister, because I would ask you all
present here to give your verdict whether the amount of Rs. 1,575 per month as
family allowance to 95 security prisoners goes to the credit or discredit ol the Govern-
ment. In my opinion, it adds insult to injury to these unfortunate victims who have
been imprisoned for no fault of their own. Why should Government spend good
money for nothing for those persons ? Let them save it by releasing them. Remove
the restrictions on those who are under restriction and save Rs. 231 per month, This
money can better be utilised for other purposes ?  Why this mockery of allowance ?
Government may take advantage of their position and treat so many human beings in
such an inhuman manner, But there is God over-head. Man should be treated like
man. There is no credit in ill-treatment. Credit lies in good treatment.

Sir, I shall be failing in my duty, if I do not mention here that,
roached the Hon’ble Prime Minister with sBme requests regarding
the political prisoners and he always gave me a paticnt hearing and kept my requests
to a great extent. Now, I hope he would kindly fulfil the desire of the people ; other-
wise he will be guilty of slowly and steadily killing these patriots, which position, I
believe, he will never agree to accept. It is not that only the prisoners are suffering
but their families are being ruined. When a man feels that he has committed
no crime and no charge can be formulated against him and he is being detained
and put in jail for a long time, the reaction that comes to this man is utter contempt
of Government in power and contempt is not merely of the person who is detained but
also of his relations and ultimately it affects the whole Province. The whole P{'ovizlcc
is eagerly looking at the Flon’ble Prime Minister rnly to see how their prayers for the
release of the political prisoners are considered. Again, 1 appeal to Eim on behalf of
the people of the Province, to release the political prisoners unconditionally and to
remove all restrictions imposed on those who have already bcen released but are
under most humiliating conditions, without any further delay. 1 fervently hope and

will not go in vain and hé will surmount all the obstacles that are

¢rust that my praycr g0 11 Y 1e o]
standing on his way, SO long, in giving effect to this just and humanitarian cause.

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat,

Srijut SUREN_DRA_NATH BURAGOHAIN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the year that has
passed since we, in this House had the opportunity of discussing our last Budget, had
been 2 %;tar o{lsomc of the most portentous events that the people of this Province ever

assed througil. : ) _ -
P& My hon. Friend Mr. Whittaket had referred to the epic and successful resistance
by the Assam Regiment and the British Troops to the onslaughts of the Japanese forces
in the Naga Hills anii the Imphal Plain and beyond, little less than a year ago. It is
ft for me simply to refer to the tremendous sacrifices that the civilian population

e had had ¢ i, cae
of these areas had had to make in casting their weight in battle against our enemies.

app

several times, I

-
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But what is going to be their reward of to-day for their trial of yesterday ? The

cair is thick with the unwelcome rumour that the H:lls in the border of Assam and

Burma together with a portion ol re-occupied Northern Burma adjoining these Hill
tracts are to constitute a new Frontier Province with the constitutional status of a
totally Excluded Area, pernaps as an earnest of a political post-war reconstruction plan.
Sir, to me this piece of news seems to be too bad to be true and I hope t.iat, in any
case, these dumb tens of thousands, if not millions, of our peple may not be driven or
condemned into any such bondage in a post-war world of four or more freedoms.

In the cvent, however, of any such sinister plan materialising, I have no doubt in

my mind that it will spread anything but contentment among these simple people who

are looking forward to that measure of freedom and responsibility which we in the non-
excluded areas are able to enjoy at present. 1 understand that in a recent conference
of the Naga students, they had C_icma_ndv.d that the Naga Hills should be brought under
the reforms scheme ‘undcr th(_: Constitution Act.

Sir, so far ;ls‘llus l—!ousc 1s concerned, such a dismemberment of this Province’s
large and strategically important bu_rdcr areas and consequent mutilation of its boun-
i ciesiit bound to be Iookf:d upon with the utmost concern. Such a plan will even
Ol)cfatc to prejudice the cause of full freedom which the l_Sritlsh have promised us after

: o e ate against the political aspirations of
the protagonists o’t Hn}g usthan, 1 a_Llstru} Or separate sovereign Assam, all al ke.

Sir, the Hon ble l'man_ce Muu§ter, in his specch, in idently referved to ithe definite
likelihood of the war receding considerably from our borders. In such a context, I need
hardl{ say that popular opinion in the Province is likely to look with ever greater dis-
favour any pnct‘,c)acluncnts on the civil liberties of our people.  In spite of the Hon’ble
Prime Minister’s stalement, -‘thc ‘)Fh‘fl day, on the floor of the House, over the Adjourn-
ment Motion of my h.”fl‘ l'uqnd My I\aruna.bmdnu Roy, regarding the Government’s
gradual relcase of political prisoners, the glaring fact remains that half a dozen of our
hon. Members of this House are still behind the prison bars, In the name of libert
and of fraternity, if I may say so, I strongly urge upon the Government to tak 4
bold and more liberal policy in this matter. sl

Sir, coming to another matter of policy hitherto pursued b
have to impress upon them the imperative necessity of rising
going a littlc; fiwﬂ'mcliith;rzgi:\’hat lhley'had decided to

; : 1¢ indigenous populatio -
view -p((I)ilsr:;igtst " ihe }‘?&ssam Saﬂey.tl In&)(:ll:(l)lf hg(:&at land scttlcmer}t_ problem of the
lowet er this issue that may be initiated ,this &Vﬁfl‘; end on ucipate the sn ung
sion 13‘:1011 on Land Setilement. 1 appeal to th GO:;rl-]enfl on the Congress Party’s
R‘fbomis question deserves and to see theiy Y b rel nent to bcstov_v the attention
th.‘éz,rdingly- vise and re-adjust their pOIiCy
7 Coming "?1?1’ t(})“élhc Durget ttself, I will be failing in my duty. i '
ate the Hon’ble Education Minister for 1 Ys

y this Government, I
ol o Up to the occasion by
o in last January to meet the

beine abl 1Itl do not congra-
tul 5 e , able to secure :

major share of the total amount to be SPent on new schemes forrmi 8 D‘epammem a4
am. ‘ndeed very happy to find that among other good things the coming year. 1

heen able to provide the Provincialisation of the Ra the Government have

o Gauhati. .‘Dur]llng the (lfudget Session, last year, T raised this ?1“ 1que Girls’ Cpllc_gc
lisation 0_f thmfco' ?g: ain Lasd {2 1 remember, my hon, Frif:mci1 I&Sm& 4 2 e
the question of raising the Lady Keane Giylg Middle l i‘ ookerjee raised
High School SilatlilS, l;l)resltilma,bly 4s a counterblast to my pro oso? ati Shillong, to a
gratifying 0 fin laatlt 1¢ Hon’ble Education Minister could ﬁrI:d E'Lt. t is indeed very
modate both of us an ljc_arn our Jolnt approbation, i thes 1 h}_)osmhlc to accom-
Department our new Director of Public Instruction-Lieytepe ttzkac levements for the
share of our praise. nt A. Lais, must have his
Sir, another Department that a

victory and peace almost within sight, | fee] that w
own Provinee, must seriously take up the task of j
scientific, if we are to survive the v
surely followed by post-war slump,

t[rc 3 A
acts me is the.Agncultural Department. with
© M A pastoral country like our
ar-boor m.proved. agriculture, intensive and
T 0, g ) boom to be
o build up a prosperous peasantry, I would urge
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upon thé Government to establish without avoidable delay an agricultural institution
for imparting scientific training and instruction so that we may be able to turn out men
who will be able to build up a seif-sufficient and rich Assaun with the standard of living
of her population raised to a reasonable level.

With these few words, Sir, I beg to resume my secat.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKILR :  Does the Flon’ble the Leader of )]]ptlSil;l)n want

to speak now ?

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: 1 will speak after the recess, Sir, il T am given
time then.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T want that other Members should finish  their
speeches and the last speech on hehalf of the Opposition should be from the hon. Leader
of Opposition. .

Srijut GOPINAI'H BARDOLOI: ‘That was exactly what I was thinking but |
thought, if the Government was to be given the last two hours, should take the
opportunity now.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEB : Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are all very much
thankful to my hon. Friend, Mr. Whittaker, for the very able manner in which he has
brought to task the Hon’ble Finance Minister for not submitting a  proper  Profit :mfi
Loss Account for the Supply transactions. Crores of rupecs are being  spent on this®
head and the Cabinet has no right not to take into its confidence the people’s  repre
sentatives about the actual pro‘it or loss incurred, so far, by these transactions. |
submit, Sir, the attitude of the Government in this respect cannot be too severely  con-
demned. The country heard it very recently from Bengal’s Finance  Minister that  the
sister Province had to mect a loss of crores of rupees in connection with supply transac-
tions. At page 53 of.tllc Budget Mtﬂnnmndmn, Sir, it is stated that the total lag at
the end of 1945-46 will stand at Rs. 3,38,92,000. Finding as we have done, Sir, this
year, what gull:t)r‘cliﬂ?.:rcr;ce arisc;s l.)(:twcr:n the budgets and  the revised estimates as
preparcd by this Government, will it be very wrone to  suppose that l_h(". actual lag  at
the end of the year may be very much more than what the Hon’ble  Finance Minister
asks us to believe ? And of that Igg, who knows what crores we may not have to
write off due to stocks being unfit for consumption and prices ol commeadities having
fallen by that time ? May we yet have an assurance from the Hon’ble Finance
Minister that, in view of th.c anxiety §hmvn by this hon. House over the actual  state
of aflairs in supply transactions, he will have proper balance sheet prepared 1mmediate-
ly for submission to the hon. House latest by the month of June or July ?

Sir, the Hon’ble Premier told us, the other day, that the 6 per cent. cess realised
sactions had accumulated up till now up to 50 lakhs of rupces, but that
unt had to be kept separate from the General Revenues Account of the
instructions from the Central Government.

The excuse given was th? 1’_"01)111?““}/ ol incurring losses in L.]lr:,-;r‘ transactions due
% deprcciaﬁon of stock ﬂ.nd falling .?[ prices, I have not been quite Ell).’l‘. to uncl:-‘x.-st:md,
Sir, why the Central Gogern_mc?t should suppose that t]u:_ cess, il mclud':(_l in the
gcr;cral revenues of lhci_ I’OVS}pCLi would not be, later on, available for recovering  losses
“¥h transactions. I conlefsiinh 1(1;: tsu?p&f:t foul play on t}?c part of" the Central G_ovcrn_
ment in ¢his respect. ranteee CZ?I rih OV“-l‘n’mcnt can _mtcrfcre in our accounts in this
way, i8 there any %uf:ot L P W e Hon ble Premier assure us, that the Central

Government woul i s Vructlon.some davy, 'orclcrmg transfer of any profit
that may have aCf:rl; b e .<S:t_3 1ransact10ns_ to _thcu' own accounts " If we have
the least caust i a’li?i,OHS go oﬁplt}:on(’j;l submit, Sir, we should think twice before we
let our SuppPly Epers i it ¢ Government’s account any further for enabling
the Central Govermin’ oo 2 Some more wealth out ol this Province for its own
[ want 2 C_edrd° M lei?.m the Government on this very vital point.

Sir, my hon- Fﬁe?io’n p:évalerlltttaker’ made some very caustic remarks, the other
day, about the (:crr;nIg1 L e Ahot e t}zllmong the Govcrnm_ent oflicials. Slr, corruption
is rampant_fo'daYhad .t Fepinthe B at the Government is not aware of all this. Very
recently, 51T e uption amongst GOVSS that an encuiry held by the Central Government
revealed that corrup erament nfficials, particularly in supply transactions

on supply tran
the whole amo
Province under

I e

-
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was  prevalent in almost all the Provinces. And so far
cerned, we know, Sir, corruption is gpoing on unchecked eve
the Hon’ble Ministers. Tt is a public talk in Shillong,
Department is a veritable den of corruption and that
corruption is simply scandalous.

as this Province is con-
n before the very nose of
Sir, that the office of the Supply
in the Motor ILransport Office

Sir, before the present war came, in our country, corruption amongst Governmen
officials was limited to one or two departments only. Police and the Public Works
Departments were suspected of having ™ corrupt officials. But how is it Sir, that all on a
sudden, it appears that almost n‘ll. the Government departments, zllpiost everybody in
any important Government position has become corrupt ?  What is the real cause of
such wide spread corruption ?

So far as I have been able to unclursl‘:md, the war
this vice. When the British Government found that they had no support behind their
war clfforts from the people of India, they decided to ])m-qusq this country’s support by
distributing cheap money and that wns_-l]u_‘ rcT:oL_ot all this vice. When the people gf
India under the lcadm‘fh‘xp of tl}c .Inclt‘m National C_Iongrcss refused to lend their
_ rt to the causc of England’s war, England dctcr_mmg:d to have” that support by
SUPI.)O)tiu“ the people. - Ministries were offered to minority parties, fat salaries were
cort "::ld [-O"_f. petty jobs, money was made cheap Dbeyond all imagination to impoverish
O'}U,Iu and compel them 1o accept JOIJ‘S-Und(‘I' the military, Open loot and corruption
l’t'ill‘indu]gcd without any check in military projects

. and supplies,
¢ the Britishers in. tlus_ country, the Government officials were
e adv in their position.

e ‘ The Government officials have been
lll(:t til(‘- Government cf l!l(: day exists for the oflicials only. W
Stu];ﬁ:l‘iﬂ.‘l from shortage Ul '!537()?1 5111)})1-_,"t11c Gu\'crnnw:nt officials had their ration cards
prnmptl}’ prepared and Iihl"l)las_ mos% regularly supphc(_l,‘Nows when the whole country
is passing through a (‘IUI' 1 iammg-, the Govcrn‘mcnt officials have already had their own
ration cards for cloth.  They are to have their cantecns at qucrnmcnt cost. The tax-
payer, high or low, 1$‘n0‘\:1’1(21‘€ in the scene. _ Louis, XVI, King of France, used to
Pruclfliln “T am !hc State T‘—and here in Indl‘a, the Brmsh_ Government has made its
own officials believe that they are the State’’. Louis had to pay the supreme
enalty. Corrupt officials in Inc}m may yet bew
P In the context of this analysis, Sir, T
little cause for making any grievances of the

Friend suggests special Q. | 1 i

.medy 7 My hon. il Tam afraid, sjy

rug?r(cs{cd. may only "“_I(]i ,m"i e C""’i“l)t dsccul(m to the already ilng;:r,\rthI?strcm'f'ldy

suggt ily lie within the mustard sced itself, T i Oy : 'S
easily li S gy y i

ghost may bk Y e S S ihe remedy s

-astic one, and I am afraid my hon, Friend Mr. Whittal i :

7 MLy, draang A : T T ctaker Wil ‘hob. habe il

?_,,urags to agree Blt%l EFC.L?-H that solution. The remedy lies in a wholesale C}h'we s

. e N a0 o 1 < )

outiook on life it (1\,:1 isz u‘:m,‘lo_ be accepted first by the Ministers themsely e

If we want to s.a‘\ c_ our maton from the quagmire into which t} W

. itself and is trying to drag us as w o ;el West has

; ur soul hagk

is primarily responsible for

We

And the only prop
pampered to keep

allowed to think
hen the whole country was

are.

find my hon. Friend Mr.,

Whittaker 1 ’
) : BT 1as v /
situation obtaining to-da ; e N

Y. But what is the

drow

: cll, if we want to
the risk of being laughed at by our w S
at

estern Friends for -
'e shall have to hold a S < i oL e antiquated remedy
Suggcswd’ we sh loft our own idea] of plain living q medy

S own ideal of a spiritual order J‘L}ling above all man-made lawg and high A
o0 Gir, T am encouraged to speak in this strain to-day by an ob . :

- l)!-cnliel‘f‘was p!ea’se‘d tci) ma}_m the other day. ’ While calocjle;{t\;itloril\'\ihmh Om}:
compulsory and fl”ff? e tication, the other day, the Hon’bleg Prﬁm “?OSt :

p]cascd to say that for ou 1)_11m‘a.ry schools, we could dg away with chair e?dmlcr was
and use mats 01,11}. ,I su.brmt', Sir, that was the real Indian way of ] 11: R
and if our Hon }ch Premier will agree to §0 up to the logica] C‘;{ncl Ooking at things
of Jooking at hings, we could have our ustion sof. thag Ny

country regenerated

- : , . ‘A4 sooner than
imaginc arl_d save our soul flqln the clutches of “the western civilisation magy Cag
to destruction. I submit, Sir, salvation lies only that way ¢

ik . g In the

civilisation, I appeal 1o the Hf)n’hl(' Premier and hig Honble Collea Eg‘; r::amil'c’fl e
their minds of all the nonsensical squ(T they have been compelled lo(ss\ﬁl‘i . aulsc
by the westerners. Let us look at our problems from our own angle of: V;S);;nas taught

cven
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Sir, by some quarters we arc beine asked to believe that as soon as  the war will
stop, we shall find money falling like anything from heaven, and with that money we
shall have all our post-war reconstruction plans, prepared in the meantime, put nto
immediate action, and the Kingdom of Heaven will be ours for the mere asking of
that. I confess, Sir, I have found it very difficult to swallow that pill not knowing
how money could be so overflowing all on a sudden.

I would appeal to our Hon’ble Ministers not to indulge
mid-day reveries. Let us face realities—Iet us make our own
from now. It is a shame, Sir, that we have to remain naked il cloth will not come
from Bombay - it is a shame, Sir, that we have to take any rotten stuff in the name
of mustard oil if the United Provinces will not supply us with the same.  The Central
Legislative Assembly has passed a resolution recommending abolition of the National
War Front. I wish, we could have done the same thing with the A. R. P. Organi-
sation here  Even if we cannot altogther abolish the whole  thing just now, can Wwe
not utilise this Civil Defence money and stail for some productive purposes ?» The
Hon’ble Minister for Civil Defence can do a great service to this country, if he can per-
suade his Organisation to take to spread of spinning wheel and handloom industey and
the introduction of ghani and 2 lot of other simple village industrics. The money and
energy, if utilised, in that way could do a lot for the Province, though our English R
Friends may not very rnuch like the idea.

Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister tried to take some credit for providing a lot of

any longer on that sort of
humble beginnings even

money for the Grow-More-Food-Campaign. Without in any way minimising the need
for improving our agriculture, T would like to subymit, Sir, “that we must not over
emphasise Agriculture to the complete negligence of  Industry.  No nation, nor any
Province, can thrive on agriculture alone ; the balance between agriculture and indus-
try shall have to b+ maintained if we want to save our peasantry from the slump that
is sure to follow in the price of agricultural commoditics with the cessation of the
war.
Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF: Mr. Speaker, Sir, that I am one of the sincerest
of supporters of the present Ministry is perhaps not unknown to any onc. It has there-
fore become my duty, though unpleasant, to support the BuZget which the Haon'ble
Finance Minister has been reluctantly pleased to place before the House. On his own
admission its opening is a myth and its closing is fictitious. Bad men will, therefore,
naturally hold that the whole Buduct is nothing but vicious—however much we may
try to prove that from our point of view, it is so very ambitious. To me, Sir, the
Budget is simply disappointing. The Budget Speech of the Hon’ble Finance Minister
also has not, this year, been in any way helpful in understanding the Budget T had,
however, the intention of going into the details, but T am afraid, I shall not get

to do so.

Unduly pessimistic, the Government have kept the
low figure, and, at the same time, have proposed some most unnecessary expenditure
at the cost of nation building departments. Government had not the courage of tapping
independent sources of revenue nor had the foresight of stopping the wastage of public
money. It is not possible to find out from the Budget the actual position of the big
business which the Government have taken upon themselves to conduct. -

If I have levelled the charges that the Government had not the courage, it is but
fair that I should try to substantiate the charge with facts and figutes.

The proof lies in their Land Settlement policy and in their ¢zneral attitude towards
the immigrants. .Lakhs of acres of land are lving fallow in the country where lakhs
of immigrant cultivators are being starved to death. Yet they have neither the courage
nor the foresight of settling lands with the immigrants. Even if 2 portion of this vast
arca of Khas land, and, along with it, the vast area in excess of actual grazing need,
in the grazing rescrves, would have been settled with the landless people of all’ classes
includlcrlag t}:féf?);r;lgi;a?t.;,éonlle 60 lakhs more of rupees annually, could have easily
ey vincial xchiequer. . But this step requires an amount of courage and
foresight which the Government have been found to be wanting in. )

time

revenuc at an unrcasonably

e/

N .
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When the Government heard that the Indian Marshal of non-violence pcrm.ltted
his Assam General to oppose the immigraul-scitlpm(:m with \’.u')!cncc,' _the Go\’.(‘.rmncrzt
became nervous and succumbed to the threat ol the 01)1’;_051}011. Ihe Gf)veu?mlent s
own Resolution of 1943, which had aimed at doing some justice to t}uc immigrants,
worked smoothly for more than a year,- —passct‘l the ordeal of three Sessions of the
Assembly, has been given the go-by—a  most ignomintous surren ler.

The present Government has now become a puppet in the hands of Messts. Bardo-
Jloi and Rohini Kumar Choudhuri. It has therefore taken up the task of destro
the immigrants by refusing settlement of land with them and by evicting them by

force from the so called Reserves. The Assamese people have got much more land than
1h(‘il: ploughs can bring under cultivation while

the immigrants have got less than half
the land they required for their [igdiﬁhn:)d and yet (]‘u: ir-nln'ligr.'l‘nl:f won’'t get land ;o on
the other h;md.‘lhc so called _Gt';l@n;: Reserves cover far ngger areas than are neces-
ary for the buflfaloes yet the immigrants arc going to be evicted and driven away
sary from. The inhuman and barbarous Line System is going to be permanently
there t? in Assam in another name and shape known as the block System. The inten-
"?t;;n(])‘f'(the Government has become crystal clear to

Lo

the immigrants after publication of
heir January Resolution. The intention of the Government is .to keep the immigrants
the .

ntent with 11 bighas of land per capita, just suflicient for the bare maintenance of
co 2 - : b ik - a ither .

40 per cent. of them. !“hc remaining 60 per cent. have got either to- pPerish or o
pecome so many serfs of the assamese land-holders. The Line System wil] e there to
:mind them perpetually that they arc outside the pale of civilised society
r )

AsI am an immigrant myself and as I have studied them more
anybody else, I think it my duty to tell the Government in
‘tll'lle}:t the immigrants are not prepared to accept the

ying

inlimately than

the clearest possibl

. position and they wil] not Cccl‘ff;inrzf
ly accept it. They will prefer to be shot to death than to die of starvation anq befo
they die they will certainly see th‘at' their representatives and well- o
their support from the present Ministry.

Wisher e
The recent bappenings ip, il:?esm withdraw
hope, been a sufficient cyc-opener for all concerned. I will not  digey, : :: aftiie s
as it is by now well-known to all in the countty. I will like simply tq bring Uation
all concerned that in future if ;m(:h challenges are thrown out by whateyer qme to
might be, the immigrants won’t allow those (o g0 unanswered , Party that
I would be failing in my duty if T do not heartily thank the Hon’b i
Education for his auempt_——though poor, at doing a bit of Justice e thcc ] ;\f.‘[lqlslcr of
In consideration of the fact that tl}c Immigrants have been responsib) I‘mm‘grants.
bout a crore of rupees to the Provincial revenucs, he has pr ¢ for i
tahousaﬂd rupeces for their education,

al 1c: Oposed ¢ adding
; v = Lhe provision, though 1‘idiculo§18pcn. 2 fey
sionate to their legitimate demand a11c§ though hopelessly insufﬁcient Y dis TOpor
of their actual need, goes a great Wway in establishing a principle hi ok d 1

sincerity, however, has got yet to be _ s

Kujarpitt, Majgaon, Bagudi a; d T

tested by whether the Howly };igh E 2Oble,
Dhokua and Bhella Madrassag

arabari Middle English Schaolg q nglish Schnols

all in B'n‘prh subdivis 2
g e G a4 subdivision, get _ cla
rants or not. If the ‘institutions meniq @ Adequate 5 o

] ned above and Shec Substang
! : : She . a
%aglldl Middle English Schoolg dt_) ot receive adcequate gmntspth(;:ally Warpjtt natnd
Minisfer_sha“ have to excuse the tmmigrants if they doubt s

the irresistible conclusion th :

his sincepiq,, 0€ Hon'y,
. at he is unfair, nnjust and anti-jmm: oty a e
I like to tell him that to receive education t

Imm ra

" ’s birth right and immi ) hrongh s mCdit.lm 0% 0:':; o
is one's birth ng L STants’ mother tongue is Bengali. No . Mother tq,
unless its chl_ldren are 1mparted .cduration through the medium of _I_lat .-
Whatever might hz;ve }1app§:ned In the past, the immigrantg can ot ¥ Mo €T ton
to barter away their blrt}} right for 3 mess of pottage.\ If anyl;odm)t oY e Dersuagdue.
any false hope that he will be able to force gz foreign tongue 013;, i 0w, cheri hEd
immigrant children, he is certainly living in a fool’s paradisc. the ¢op, ue ofstf‘l35
with cane in hax},d, was one day ordering his pupils—all  jmp; & ASS&[T‘ S€ teach 5
up the word “m” and use “ gz in addressing their motherg %rant childye t o
out in chorus : — A reply the b;Jyg Sg;lve

hg
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I hope the Hon’ble Minister of Education will do well to remember it and will
formulate his educational policy accordingly in future.

The immigrants’ suffering knows no bounds. They are being oppressed in many
ways. As a result of the most inequitable distribution of Government favours in the
field of trade and business, the immigrants have suffered most. The District and
Subdivisional Officers have never considered their cases favourably and they have
practically been ousted from the ficld of  trade and commerce. The cconomical
structure of the whole community has received the severest blow at the hands of the
Hon’ble Supply Minister’s officers.  Takinz advantage of the numerical strength of
the immigrants, many gentlemen  are making fortune—even  the I[Ton’ble  Sir
Muhammad Saadulla’s own department is not impartial- -tlas 1s  the immigrants’
greatest misfortune.  May I not most respectfully request him just to read the writings
on the wall ?

I now like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister
and Public Health towards the vital statistics of the Province.
27 per cent. of our pr)pululion annually. Any civilised Government
ashamed of this situation. A few lakhs of rupees spent on medicine  could
brought this ratio to 1 per cent.  Will she not see her way to come to the help of  the
Local Boards to bring down the figure of annual deaths? In  my sub division nearly
50 thousand souls inhabit in the chars of Brahmaputra. These unfortunates dornbl
get a drop of medicine during their illness. T suggest that a  Government travelling
Dispensary in a suitable boat be opened for these people forthwith,

[ shall now try to draw the atiention of the Hon'ble Minister of
Agriculture towards the conditions of  the agriculturists of the Province in

of Assam Valley in particular. Here in Assam Valley,
ost of the jute of the Province but unfortunately our jute is not  generally
of higher quality. Th~ situation can be casily improved by supplying better kinds of
seeds— both olitorious and capisularis. The Bihar seeds imported from Narayanganj
im and our Province should, therefore, try to produce sceds

side is not suital)lc‘fOI"Asse
of improved varictles 1 selected places under the direct supervision of our Department.

We shall have to give good retting facilitics to our cultivators ol higher lands. Instruc-
tions 1n Beugali and Assamcsc as to _W]lélt_f('i tilisers are suitable for (lil}k:rr_-ng kinds ‘()f
land, what arc the best mc!huds of retting, what arc lh(:' ecasy mecans ol c!(:st.l‘uymg
insects, how to malke gradations, etc. should be published in booklets and distributed

ammAgSi])lj:;\:inncial _j'u‘.LU (_]:ﬂ_nmittcc: :lmuld‘ be set up to IOOIE alter .[hr: interests
of jute cultivators. T'he tmnuTnun':’ :md maximuin prices of loosc jute having been fixed
in Célcutta, we shall h_avc to. H’:gu_ rltf:‘,t‘he c__h!.h_:rcn't‘ provincial markets ;u:_cm'cln'igly.
Th Arricultural A(.story_({om‘r.ml'tcc s activitics, if there be any, should be :11&‘ensnﬁcd.
i ec ‘;rds paddy; the cultivators have heen faced with a serious problem. The price

S cgid has gone down abnormally. 'Pladdy is now sclling in Barpeta marketsat
c}:{f pig 8—}(’1 and rice at Rs. 9 to Rs. 10 Then again, there is no demand in the market.,
Os.er-alld above these, the 3%‘5{“3 ")21\’16351'5- Stcc:l Brothers and Company, do not like
ad ept the rice of deep Wzlll er pa (_lY at ]:’vaq rice price. They want to purchase it
to acﬁ: F;ice aten: L draw the attention of this House to all these difficulties.  As
At ; addy, Bengal is now self-sufficient and qur Province is definitely a surplus
regards PEELS] chould not therefore ask the cultivators to grow more paddy. The

in charge of Medical
We have been  losing
ought to be
have casily

general  and
we produce 1m

vam?&orc Foud C'amP‘“{g“ Simuld be so conducted that the paddy acreage is not
Grow d production 01 s ‘1(‘:r foods should, ol couarse, be increased but for
1merease . 4 money shoulc “(’é ’¢ spent for the Campaign. In mustard seed, our
that so mis definitely dCﬁ‘;‘t' ; ItIL]F":]; must be taken to see that mustard sced production
_l’ro\«'lr]l(:lf;d next season-. W?“l( 1Ke to suggest that some honorary advisors  of
is doub selected in each sub-division. This will be of great help to the

jvators D€ SE O cultivators have be : -
ig}atl:uitivawrs' l‘h;;ujlaces they mich('cn producing sufficient pouliry and vegetables,
Ste.: but in, most of the ] not getting reasonable price. = The Marketing
)

=



1945] BUDGET DISCUSSION 2317
Oflicer, and il' necessary, even one Special Oflicer, should be asked to remain in
constant touch with the Military authorities so that these rations as well as vegetables
can be supplied to the military through contractors selected by our Department. The
best thing, of course, would be for the Department to accept contract so that
reasonable price can be paid to the producers  The Forest Department has  executed
such contracts most successfully and at the same time most honourably. The Forest
Department has paid a heavy sum to the exchequer and if my suggestions are accepted,
the Agriculture Department will be selfw uflicient and at the same time public will
derive much benefit.

Sir, let me give some more practical suggestions as to how the miserable condition
of the poor cultivators can be improved. I like to suggest that no land revenue should
he realised fiom the cultivators who cultivate the land themselves without engaging
servants, etc. for the first 20 Bighas ot I.'r.!ul and lh'c loss thus sustained by the Govern-
ment should be compensated by proportionately increasing the land revenue of those
Jands which are not cultiva‘ed by Lhe_ /)au_a:/ar or {1‘1::;}1[)(::-5 of his family. Those who
hold more land, say one acre _;la_er_capllm in the ftamily, should also  be taxed to
compensate the loss. This \\lrx l_ﬁul.l-d Lp‘wards_ the land passing out of .the hands of the
nd speculators to the actual ti Clb. of the soil, _ If such ; schemes are worked out, I am
sire, the country as a whole will prosper materially. 1f necessary, 1 am prepared to
submit an elaborate sc.henw. . N ‘
' If we have got to improve the economic f‘pndlt}ﬁﬂ of the country as a whole, if
we have to_improve m)n‘ ugr:‘cultuml method, if we have got to think o. any kind of
reconstruction in the ln-,\-lﬂf‘c’ }I"C e got to know the actual area of land each
individual pattadar PpOSSCSSES. 'llhlf 1s a preliminary step towards economic reconstru -
tion which cannot be dclc‘uc(l t1 lt]u: war is over. In order (o get the information,
O system of issuing patlas s.h(n_llc )L changed. One and only one paita should be
issued to the palla holder for all lands he Possesses 1n the district.  This
seem to be difficult, _I)ul,.m prngucnl ficld, it will be seen that it is as easy as the
present system. This will also improve the revenue  collection as it will be very.
convenient to realise the revenue -from persons living in a compact area. | llavc.
made this suggestion and I am prepared to help the Department  if further details are

t all necessary. " .
. With these few words, Sir, I retire.
Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS : .1\11-_ S])e_aker, Sir,
e spccial reference to the m:.cds and interests of the comr
Wl‘ Seheduled Castes community.
7 “We compose a_vast dow: :n‘nd‘c‘it‘n _mass of humanity, numbering , about 7 lak
. this Province. And how we were treated by all the Ghve 8. akhs

' ‘ : ' mments whether domi

5 us or Muslims ? 1 ap - cther domina-
ety Hind aIn not one to aceyge any one for that It‘is
indecd

a matter of disgrace to us, the Scheduled Casies representatives, that
1 ot at we ar
Organlst H are not

d, that we have no one voice true to the interests of oup

: gl S-heduled Castes people.  But that don o four brethren—the down-
r :

nities,

_ gL mean that our by '
the caste Hindus and Muslims should not he true to tl*:eh- I.l).mt.hm COm=L -
o equals, as iheir commen partners, professions to treat
us ¢

common

la

may

1 like to discuss the Budget
nunity, I represent, namely

. i the shapine of ¢ : :
mother-land, of our common Province iy its distri U O e destiny of our
€I ats districts and subdivisions.

. cite only one of the many ey .

Sir, let mil by the yLeagut‘ Ministry' z/vh(i\:]lmpks to show how my community is
being neglected T communities. W} ¢ boldly asser:s Lo protect the interests
of all other minority com . Cl i€n 1 look to the proposed grant for the
gcheduled Castes educnuc;gllll)ll .st_lﬂ}?e of fee remission in this Bud ::t Isimply
wonder, how such a neghgible dnl' nadequate amoun would satisfy tl%e “aspiration
of the vast Scheduled Castes population, yet I thank the Hon’ble Finance Minister
for this small amount. ) '

Now, [ would come Lo show the plight of t
Govermmment jobs etc. The deputation vacancies caused by the Scheduled Castes
teachers, sent for B. T Lralting, have ])Cf‘-n,_ M all cases, filled up by candidates other
than the Sch-duled Castes though candidates of Scheduled Castes community were
available.  Only, the other day it was advertised that ope Extra Assistant Commissioner

he Scheduled Castes candidates seeking
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and one Sub-Deputy Collector would be recruited in the permanent cadre from the
Scheduled Castes. But no Extra Assistant Comimnissioner was taken in.

Now, I shall speak a few words about the land settlement policy of the Govern-
ment. The overwhelming majority of the untouchables, ¢. ¢., the so called Scheduled
Castes people, possess no land. This made them dependant on the touchables and
perpetuated their status as untouchables.  “Their extreme proverty made it impossible
for them to educate themselves and their children and secure any share in the services,
independant professions, trade orindu~try. Unless a conscious and special attemptis
made to break through this, the prospect before the Scheduled Castes is of perpetua-
tion of their old status. Itis the duty of every Government to lead a crusade by
such specific rights and legislative measures as would enable the Scheduled
The problem is one of guaranteeing

administration and adopting imme-
The Scheduled Castes cannot be

demanding ¢
Castes to outgrow their status as untouchables.

equality in every sphere ol life—-education, services,
diate measures which would secure such equality.
brought to the same status unless they are given sufficient land, special educational
facilities and adequate share in services and administration.

Sir, T would like to cite one other example, as regards the allotment of seats to the
Local Boards. Without going to the details, I might assert that the number of seats
allotted to us is below our population strength.  According to 1941 Ciensus figures,
total elected seats in the Local Boards, the Scheduled Gastes should get
about 34 seats in this Province. But the present Cabinet has, by one stroke of pen,
brought the number down to 28. Even these 28 seats are not proportionately distri-
buted between the two valleys. 'The population of the Scheduled Castes of the Surma
Valley is 4,16,000 and they have been given only 15 scats in place ol"17. Whereas,
the Scheduled Castes of the Assam Valley is 2,55,000 and they have
got 13 seats in pla(‘.(:. of 11. “Nh}’ thl!:; discrimination between the two valleys 2 Of
course, I do not serious!y mind it. Sir, I have stated all these not for setting one
community against the other, not to split one valley for the benefit of the other valley ;
on the contrary, I think, I have sufficiently exposed the policy of the present Cabinet
which can never help any one and my community being weak and backward will
suffer ever more. : )

I know full well, Sir, thatany Cabine —Congress or League-can play such tricks
because we, the Scheduled Castes members, do not stand united. Let
day on the floor of the House with all the emphasis at my command
that I shall leave no stonc 'unturncd to unite my community to frustrate such tricks.
Before I finish my speech, Sir, I would like to sound a note of warning to all. 1 mean
to tell them, as long as the present outlook of the Congress, Muslim League and all
ather patriotiC parties rcg_elfd}ng the problem of Scheduled Castes communities and
their genuine an Just asP""l‘fltl‘)ll?, docs not undergo a thorough change, if they do not
recognise our rights and i l1 Jel‘_llics, tihc fate of })ssam is doomed for all time to come.
I know, 1 shall be Czonfl‘Onlt‘LdC ("J‘:"‘l'll mdi)l‘j questions as_ to why I I‘)(,.\Idly demand the
distinct right of S_.,hedu_t astes. oss ibly some of my _hon. Iriends wou!d even

rity of purpose itsel:  But truth will remain a truth. 'I'he growing

uestion my sincerity .
1 d dignity o. my communify cannot be suppressed by any body and our

out of the

the population of

upon us only
me announce Lo~

conscience an : ; 1
just demand can no longei_tl_)t? ﬁ"thhﬁld- We are still suppressed educationally, econo-
socially and politically. but we have, by this time, developed our sense of

g;lg‘filg;;’ we are all dcttgle“eaetodége iike hungan beings and grow like a full-fledged
community. When % sc};vices adal_l _ the right of separate clectorate and propor-
tionate representations L, s might L Legislatures, etc., some of the caste
Hindu or Muslim br SreErE. b ﬁ‘_":dCtense this as the scparatist move of a section
of self.seekers- But noz;tic rights forﬂ ‘Scﬁkcréf; we, like everybody else, want to exer-
cise the fullest democr our uplifiment and thus for the emancipation
a au{,vnh these few “;_Og ?z;lglz’nj rfﬁ‘;?emmy seat with high hopes that my compatriots
will all apprcc_:m_.te ou e T i lelale condition where we shall no longer face
such an unsﬂ-tlst""c.t?ry e OUEOD hr ardently hope that an united and fully represen-
tative Cabinet will co combined ellorts and a real popular Budgert,
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incorporating the just allotment for all will be placed before us, and the expenditure
for the upliftment of the Scheduled Castes should be the first charge on the Govern-
ment revenue, ‘

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, as usual, the Budget estimate
of the coming financial year is the continuance of the tale of its sorrows and it is not
immune from the stereotyped character which it had assumed during the past years.
Although there are a few departures from its customary character, the Budget as a
whole cannot receive our sincere appreciation.  If we are left to judge it independently
and make a careful consideration of the expenditure that is proposed to be spent next
year, we not only feel dis;:ouragcd, but we find no substance in it which can justify the
Hon’ble Ministers’ anxieties for the millions of people whose destiny is in their hands.
One of the hon. Members of the House, the other day, was charging the Hon’ble
Ministers for their apathy and callousness towards the views expressed by the Members
of this House—that they carry on their works in total disregard of the demands of this
constitutional Housc.. ) ]

1f the Hon’ble I\:Imlstr:rs are really conscious of their re
’ House, [ sho}:ld consider that they cannot ignore the wishes expressed within these four
walls which is the voice of the whol? country. It 1s naturally to be expected ‘that while
political consciousness is uppermost in the minds of the people, the Ministry should be
careful to 1gnore them. But i if the .Mmlstl‘y on this or
deceive the people they can do so for one time but they cannot

me.

i COThC Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Order, order,

after lunch.

sponsibilities they owe this

that plea wants to
do so for all time

The hon. Member will continue

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for Iunch till 2 p.m.
After lunch
Maulavi ABODUR RAHMAN :  Sir, if we look to the speech which the Hon’ble
Finance Minister delivered in presenting the Budget, we find that he has said in one
place that civil works expenditure shows the largest single increase of Rs.20.19.000
This is, according to him, accounted for by the construction of new offices, heay ; exj en:
diture for repairs of roads and smaller recoveries from the Defence Depart;nent 4 MI;. I
ask the Hon’ble Mlnlstc'r, why the (,?O'Vcl‘nlllcnt did not make an attempt for I:CCOVG{‘);CS
of the entire amount which they anticipated would be required for the purpose of repairs
f roads and other things for Defence purposes ? p p
o Then, again we find t.ha.t in the General Administration
penditure side has heen increased and the Government have
cogm at top-heavy expenses. Are we bound, Sir, to absorb each
ng in the war measure ?
Then Co'mlil‘lg tcto the Fores}: Department, altho i
incomec in lorest revenue has increased ma . <
that InCg Rs.50,00,000 either in the form of dep?gg?;i::);v o Sbine 2y insist on paying
ion Scheme of the Department in or sinking fupd for Post-War

. . detailed sch
ose. I do not for myself appreciate ¢ ; Y scheme for
sucthlf: - be '¢ attitude  which Government want
to ta

et the Education Budget. T for
Turning to get, L lor myself forget, whether we iving i
. are |
90th century or ha.vg: gpr;? b:de to the burealf.cratlc age.  While there i;e cglllﬁ%rllzwggz
agitation for 'dcpr})}r_mma isation c:»f the educational institutions, while e are a ?tatin
for introduction . rlee CI?impulsmy primary education in the Province, our Govegrnmengt
i) taking on lt]hfzudsi 1:% tzrs tthell"uaa%r%;1 financial responsibility by taking some institu
: their direct control, ¢ non-Gov .
tions under I ; ¢rnment secondar hool d A
they are making vood Y schools an rt
Colleges, although Hhoood Progress and although they are firanciall
hard-presset, f;;’eth(;ar}szoéwllzglp”[‘itl}olﬁm Colluge 2euate aid. “The brovisions sought
to be ma : — & ollege, the Intermediate Islamia Mad
dic Classes, I am 'afraid : o, dvacianed,
and the Ayurve A ) alraid, the money provided for these expendi-
tures, may not be a legitimate demand, In spite of my humble representations t% ilie

of the Province, the
Sanctioned additional

; and CVery person now
servl

-
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authority, and inspite of the brilliant annual results shown by the Shaistaganj I. A.
Madrassa and the Habiganj Brindaban College, no consideration has been given to
increase their monthly grant. May I ask the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education
why there has been a disparity in dealing with the cases of all non-Government Art
Colleges ? From a perusal of the records, it will be seen that although the Habiganj
‘Brindaban College stands first in its annual results up to the B, A: Iixamination, this
college, in spite of our earnest request and in spite of the personal visit of the Hon’ble
Minister in charge, has been deprived of getting an equal sharc of grant in comparison
with the Jorhat College or the Silchar Gurucharan College. While I compare the cases
of other Colleges, I do not for a moment want to grudge their fortune, but I should
simply charge the Government that, while they make provision for similar institutions,

why should they not make it on an cqual basis. Sir, so far as I remember, while the
Hon’ble Minister was at my sub-division and while he had the goodness of inspecting
nance, the College—though it is a

the College, we pointed out to him that for want of fi

first grade non-Government College in the Province-—-could not provide for an Arabic
Professor. I would point out to the Hon’ble Minister to make it a point to provide
money in the next year’s Budget for the appointment of an Arabic professor, to remove
the grievances of the four lakhs Muslims of this sub-division. This is a college which not
only imparts education to the people of the Habiganj sub-division, but also to a good
number of people coming from Brahmanbaria, part of Mymensingh and the other

sub-divisions of the Sylhet di:trict.

Next, Sir, comes the most important question, wviz., the question of the Civil
Supplies Department. This is the most vital and urgent question of the day ; this
concerns every citizen of the Province, rich or poor, high or low. First of all, T shall
deal with the procurement scheme.  On previous occasions, I made definite demands
to the Government that if they want to save the peasant class of the Province, they
must fix bottom prices for rice and paddy before they launch on any procurement scheme
whether by them direct, or thi'f)il'gh any agency. As decided in this House, in the
Surma Valley, Government have invited tenders for purchase of rice, and tenders have
been accepted at Rs.12-6 per maund. But the report which we are receiving goes to
show that the contractors are purchasing rice at a very low rate.

Moreover, besides this measure, Government up till now,
purchase a grain of paddy from any of the producers. This is also the grievance of the

have not been able to

poor cultivators.
In the countryside, there is a shortage of salt, there isa shortage of kerosene,

there is a shortage of sugar, there is a shortage of musturd oil. I mean, there is a
shortage of everything which are required by the common people. We, every day, hear
from the Government th%t they are dOlng this and that, and that they arc making all
possible efforts to get !:helr quota. Is this at all any consideration ? Can the starving
millions be satisfied with this kind _of bluffing ? (Can the Government vouchsafe that
they have been able to_fagw %?y lmlprovcmcnt in the harrowing situatioq that is pre-
vailing in the countrysite = . other day, the Hor ’ble the Prime Minister, in re-
ply to a Question, denic Thz}t ere was any order to take dal compulsorily along
with other commodities. Is morning also, he reiterated that Government had
issued no such instruction to tlge _dlSlrlct or subdivisional authorities that there would be
any Compulsion on tne parih? tl}e consumers to take dal along with some other
commodities. But frorr_lt = fvo leys of Questions which came from the different
quarters of the Hous¢, tl'llatwazoglund that the Subdivisional Authorities were insisting
in a persistent manneﬁ“ : mal:] I P']C must take dal which is unfit for human consumption.
The Local Bogtrd C mrionsjin t]?b;l[ganj, the other day, in the Subdivisional Officer’s
bungalow, during dlsri']lfssl;ind i de ood committec meeting, said that even his milch
cows refused to tale TS = acc al. I have personally seen in my basha that this
rotten kind of @@ have accummulated in a big quantity. This the people have

been forced tO take. ti I 1
e : ection wo i . . i
Sir, in this conn > uld like to mention one fact which is only responsible

for the -ontradictory state of affairs. T woylg submit that the officers, who have the

[81H MAR.
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Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will speak only a few
words on the debate that is going on for the last three days. Sir, ofien times, I
question myself about the utility of specches, at least from our side of the House,
when I find that Government are paying so little attention to them. If words
cannot produce the necessary results in action, the lesser we say the better for
us. But, Sir, duty is duty and I must discharge it irrespective  of  the
results.

The first and the foremost thing that I mention—and I think, I am borne out
in my attitude by the bundle of telegrams that I have got in my hand-—is the sup-
pression of civil liberty in this Province. I am thankful to my hon. Friend Mr.
Baidyanath Mookerjee and also to the hon. Srijut Buragohain for the manner in
which they have advocated the cause of civil liberty and particularly about our
Member Friends in jail. But I am equally surprised at the absence of any refe-
rence to it from the speeches of the Members of the other sections of the House.
The Muslim League Press, particularly in the Punjab and Bengal, seem to make
me believe that the Muslim League, as a body, stands for civil liberty. But in this
House, which is being led by a Muslim League Premier, not only is there no men-
tion about it, but even the Members have demonstrated their opposition to it by
recording their votes against the Adjournment Motion on one phase of this question
before this House. From a reading of the British History and from conversation with
individual Britishess, 1 can never believe that an averapge Britisher do, under any cir-
cumstances, favour the curtailment of civil liberty of individuals. But when we come
to this House, a different atmosphere chills us. ~Hon. Mr. Blennerhassett could in-
deed be angry when his letter was delivered after thirteen days when it might have
been done in three days and a portion of it was clipped by the Censor ; but when
the country is groaning under the operation of the Defence of India Act, the Res-
triction and Detention Ordinance and so many other Ordinances and Acts, and when
hundreds of our friends are being detained in jails without trial with their health
roken down, when our Colleagues responsible to their constituencies
cannot move beyond their home towns, when five people cannot legally meet together
in the streets of the small towns of Assam and discuss the politics of the day, when the
committees of an organisation .whusc only fault is that they believe in the indepen-
dence of their country arc held iliegal, and when people cannot hold any mecetings

1 f their opinions in the Press to ventilate their grievances

and give free expression ol
brought about by an inefficient and corrupt machinery, hon. Mr. Blennerhassett and

his party sit quiet and have not cven one word to say against this most deplorable
state of things. The feeling that is driven home to me, Sir, is that every rlg_htful
instinct and just impulse seem to undergo a change simply because of the attitude
of these parties towards the Congress. But I desire to point out to them, and to Go-
vernment also, that while FouL ey be party to imposing a_ll kinds of physma.l suﬁ'cx:;ngs
on Congressmen, by denying o them what they are entitled to get ag human beings,
you cannot remove from the heart of men the spirit of freedom. This spirit can
never be crushed by repression, cyeh if particular congressmen could_ cease to
exist and even particular organ;fatlc;ils do not function for tht_:- time being. The
history of the world through all ages has taught us this undisputed less-
on.

completely b

Bk v Friends d()llrltc;:c 5;3};; to rFalisc, possibly as clearly as I do, the relation-
ship of freedom wit a s OI[:S dO our daily hiq. Freedom is as much a force
of lif= as its rcprcssw(i’ld‘:rk o _Heath : thf: one is open and l_)rlght, as much as
the other is secret 28¢: S ihom W;]_tl-lstratf: this remark with a reference to what I felt
ErEg strongest pOlI_lon o o wh'l iaker s speech, viz., that relating to curruption.
The extent of €Of¥ uptlt_rcc o Tiss ;)Cl he complaired, he knows, can grow only in
an atmosphere Whercnt B cuccx} stifled and freqdom of speech, freedom of
meeting 2nd mOve"?ﬁ g S hrtalled. _The continuance of the misery of the
the Vi ?g:encge s Ecﬁt ¢ essential articles of food and agricultural imple-
which rele 1 made by many hon. Members, can be possible

iberty wil i : :
s human 1 ¥ I remain under repression. If free will, free associ-

in

only so long a

/

.
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ation and free movement are allowed full play, not only avoidance of wrongs will
be possible through public criticism, but people’s initiative will try to find remedies
for much of the evil.  But Government by preventing any kind of freedom any play
and by regimenting every activity in their own way, have driven the people to complete
helplessness and despair. Other evils in other spheres of our daily life can be traced
to the same cause. It is only truism to say that corruption, vice and other dark for-
ces that threaten to destroy the body politic of the Province and which we are
given to identify with Fascism, can flourish in places where freedom has lost its po-
tency. I feel thatsuch parties and individuals who are supporting such a policy
of Government, are directly or indirectly supporting these dark forces of evil ;
and our cry against corruption and other evils, however sincere and strong it might
be, will not ‘bc of much avail so long as we shall not be prepared to
hail the spirit of freedom in the land, and begin to value our liberties as. the most
cherished objects of our life. 1 appeal to all sections of the House to rise equal to
the occasion and demand the unmcdee restortion of civil liberty by R
politicﬂl prisoners, removing all restrictions on movement of persons, by allowing
freedom of meeting, as_socta_uon, speech and of the Press immediately. Let it not be
said any more that Assam is a vast concentration camp which it is verily so to-
day. 1 - . . 2 e .

Sir, I shall beleaving an important asoect of this question untouched if I did
not hold up fO‘l; B HE’ the plcasrput forward by this Government in
favour of this Concentration Camp™  policy. Fhe inner mind of the British Go-
vernment we do not see ; we are left only to surmise. I gave my own surmise in the
last Session of the Assemblv. It is unwillingness of the British to part with, power
which goads them to stifle the voice of anybody who would propagate the truth about
India’s case for freedom during the pendency of the war. Sir Richard To tten i
might prepare the Government brief in any manner helikes, and Sir Reginald Max-
well might speak out any pattern of truth he wishes; I for one, cannot get rid of

my own notion about thf: inner 111_cgming of repression. But this is a history
two years back. What is the position today ? ry. ok evcn.ts ot

In so far as the Members of the Provincial Assemblies
Member of the Goverm_ncx}t of India says that he has no interest in the conti d
incarceration of the Provincial Members of Legislative Assembly. The Hon’bl L?’n it
who previously made us understand that the responsibility at least in so f‘a: reniuer,
who were arrested before he unclertqok the reins of office lay with the G el
of India, now says t_hat lhcy_]:,tre detained on grounds of security. The overnment -
I Aok ig: ¢«Security to W?r)lnl . )I\/Ia]:]atma Ga“dhi . o bQucstlon tl.]at
leaders are ‘alsod ouf.d_ n{ ()‘u_l Province many of us are out and tlm Ie:-;- o,f Indian
mier has claime .Clc it dcn 1it. A few -c.‘>i us are even moving as f 1€ on ble Pre-
ven above has not 'tigme 'F‘lwn and the Earth below has s tree beings. Hea-
count of their achc;n 1es, 1¢ security of the beople has not in t}n 1asunde_r i
On the other hand, to many, a sense of 1¢ least diminished,

relief seems ¢
- - o : 0 have
cheir releases; wherever these are unconditional If our friends inC;EGaronb qccognt of
2 ¢ being detain-

security of the profitecers and |

od for the sECUriily 9 ] €18 10arders and those w

if this security 15 rijqu]lre]c-l fm safegual~dl11g the Fascistic forces in t}}:O ot Tt he T
of Ordinanqes,a“ abolition of liberty, then I could underst d e _by gt
word ‘security’. But if' it means securit and the meaning of that

et : Yy to freed P 2 :
1ately. a

sense there can be in detaining Members of the Legislative Assembly who should b
shou Yy now

have partaken tiheir share in. allcviating the distres . : :
cies a.IIJId heartening them with their advice and gusid(;{;lgée?peoplc in their constituen-

But Government is not prepared to order uncondit;
dable cases of release. Some resiriction ordep silove 10111511 r
follow the release making the release nugatory . ,Whatys' 1
jail when you cannot move out.of the place of I‘eStrictil
you cannot look after your family affairs, much less be
I cannot believe that Government do not know th

are concerned,-the Home

elease even in unavoi-

on even for your treatment,
.aTbIe to do your public duties?
at they are not saboteurs and
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nothing else, but well-wishers of the country. Why then, pcople against whom
Govcmmcz?t cannot bring any charge, are made to dic inch by inch in jail and kept
under restrictions, without proper facilitics for food and treatment to the disease
and the suffering, and without adequate allowance being  paid to their families?

Sir, the war for a fact has receded beyond our frontiers ; and therefore even the plea
for their detention in any form is gone. Why then continuc this cruclty? Why not
and fair

try to rcv:iew the whole situation from the standpoint of justice, humanity
p']a..y? Sir, the B.udget before the House has brought before many of our hon. Friends
visions 'of prosperity and to some of adversity, But what is prosperity to a country
which is denied the freedom of judging what that prosperity means? To a man in
bondage, all the wealth of the world has no meaning ; but a free man can not only
face adversity but can transform it to his benefit and progress.

: Sir, before passing on to another subject, I cannot but refer to the manner in
which brutal assaults on the innocent political prisoners in the Jorhat Jail was dealt with
by this Government. More than a hundred and forty young and aged nien were assaul-
ted, some 50 seriously. There was absolutely no justification for this.  The only appa-
rent cause was the insistence of these prisoners in demanding food which the Jail
people would not give till latec at night, in demanding cloth for want of which
they were suffering unbcarable cold at night, in demanding proper housing when
rains used to splutter through holes in the roofs and the walls in cold wintry nights
of Upper Assam. But what became of the so-called enquiry and how were the
delinquents dealt with is not known to anybody. That some were delinquents was
admitted by the Deputy Comm'lssio'ler, who conducted a part of the enquiry, when we
were there. But the whole thing has passed off as il nothing had happened. I would
not take the time of the Hogsc over a by-gone incident. But I should like to tell
the House that the manner in which the Government let the matter drop seems to
us as nothing short of ascandal. IfI had not been there at the scene of occurrence,
I might have believed many things the Hon’ble Premier said here, but as I know
facts, he should not have let the matter drop, particularly, when so many of his friends

were concerned
1t is only for these reasons that I said in the last Assembly. that it this Govern-

ment had not such callous disregard for human suffering, the Premier could not have
allowed things to go on as he had done and he has been doing.

. Unconcernced as I am with tl?'i figures of the Budget which has been so ably
dealt with by the hon. Leader f)f the European Group, I must yet say that the Budget
does not bring hope to the man in the village, nor the man in the strect whom I claim

As regarfls. the distribution of supplics, scarcity in salt remains,
rcity of oil is not only there but according to the Hon’ble Premier’ is
likely to aggravate. We arc-)iet forced to cat uneatable dal, atia, etc. Cloth and
yarn have become cornplfit"- y unavailable. About mustard oil, his speech the
other day was one of comp.etle helplessness.  What is Government going to do to
meet the deficit 11 this ?ssqnstl? ?}itlclff of food to the villagers ? How are they going to
supply the necessary 1ca g;ft (aJnthmdn who cannot get animal fat for his consumption ?
We have been told aISO o er energy-giving article namely, sugar, will not be
available to the P€OR c;ngde b GFY to the villagers. All thesc go to show that no
attempt whatsoever ltse,:nance a;{d eovernment to see that dietary of the villagers is such
as can give them(;usthe K T, n;rgy not only to produce their own food but
oo for 118 A1l ]r'lttle tiie :re’ Wl.lat Government is doing is to deny the
villagers even, the lt Governmgnt giving to the townsmen. If the quota given to
the Province 13 shor A s in]:ll‘USt try to get it increased. But they can do
this only. by showing level ¥ok sk rls Ing properties of the food that people are getting -
h below }hf ot bli? ate necessity. A civilised Government must find
a proper dictaflybgthering AR o O‘f]ernfnent do not seem to consider that this is
a subject 108 e to military needs, ﬂ?e-vitg}]}i rei‘u]tl is that] on account of depletion

i 5 1ty ot the people 1s ¢ a
and they are peing subjected to diseases ang deztths in ovgx‘wgelming O:ﬁﬁileﬁgg e

to rcpresent.
while acute sca
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On the economic side, the consumers are hard hit and this is due not only to
the creation of as many as six intermediaries, with opportunities for corruption, black-
Mmarketing and deterioration of food-stufl’ in the process of storage, but also to the
Prevalence of a strange order of things brought about by Government, where capital-
ists and rich men are allowed to flourish often overnight, always at the expense of the
poor consumers. In Laisser-faire, the consumers get the benefit of competition
between the rich ; in a State like Russia where Government alone do the job for the
people, the people are more [ully benefited. But here in_India, it seems Government
and the rich ally themselves to rob the poor man in the village. One way of meet-
ing this evil will be to minimise the employment of any such capitalistic agency for
the purpose. I do not see, Sir, why many of the intermediate agencies could not
altogether be abolished. Government have only to see to the upkeep of the godowns
properly and to the distribution of food-stuffs and cloths to the retailers direct. And
then why could it not be possible for_ all the agencies organised on a co-operative
basis ? This, however, would require co-operation of the people as a whole ; and in
this connection, I may be permitted to add that if co-operation has f

) CUBLE ailed to do
any good to the pco1_)lc till now it is sunply b;:causc t}le whole food and cloth policy
has formed part of the same _o_utlook. oi_reg.xmc:ntatxon which is the Government
outlook in reference to the  political Situation in the country. Absence of respon-
sibility for public good has bes:n and will be the Chal‘gtcter of every administration
which has not a popular bac}ung, and poor people will continue to be exploited as
before in spite of all professions of great men  to the contrary. That is the reason
why co-operation does not find any encouragement in the hands of officers and

2 nt.
Goveigﬁ;ards the sale of his produces, the villa

7 ger is equally at a disadvantage.
Hon. Mr. Kameswar Das has referred to some .of

var ] ) cof them. The failure of Government
to fix a bottom price is exposing the agriculturists to the mercy of the unscrupulous

agents of the Government Procu_ring Agcncies. In Surma Valley, as you know, Sir
it grew into a scandal and the wishes of the House in this regard remain yet unfulfilled ;
but in the Assam Valley, the same tactics are appearing. Paddy is now sellin a’t
Rs. 4 to Rs. 4-8-0 per maund when the Government rice is.Rs. 6-8. . g
Rs. : s 5 P - 6-8-0.  With the in-
flation of prices o_f articles required by the cultivator, such as his plough bullocks which
are mostly unavailable, his agr:cultural implements and his daily articles of food. a 1
of which he has to purchase in the blackme}rkct_, even this Rs. ¥ Hiotean a’d  Patk
bottom price ; but now through .the machinations agents, he €quate
getting even tWo'thlf‘:-is lof' %lat o A Governmemi have any good of th’e culg o
St heart, they must fix the bottom price and thrft als‘o in consonance with t} vator
“nent of the agriculturists in every phase of their daily 1 1€ require-
The talk of Post-War Reconstruction schemes is in the aj
are appearing in plethora in the Press. Its echgo finds a
also, although we have not yet been let to know what
oimg to be w0§‘kef1 for fulil!nlpilt.. We do not even kno
oosult of hig thinking on existing inflation to share (he §
Y face after the war. Till now Government have n

- Jeir confidence, but I am hoping for an acy I L ké the Honse
:;r}llt:olt;th through the good services of hon. Mr. Whiﬁfke?mssisﬁo? oo othe matter on
big schemes which gencrally do not touch the daily life of gy g gr e
not till now demonstr'atcd any ta_nglblg sympathy for the villa _villagers. We have
lems from his standpoint, taking into full account his sugceptipsyc d his k

of things. Big changes cannot be made acceptable o the Al eifés and his knowledge
big scheme of private industrialisation, they cannot be Cxpectedgt b In a day. In a
labourers. But even then if it is to come 3zt all, it will C00 e any better than
question is, what have we done to meet the need of the hour, to 1mf ]gradually. The
sufficient and self-reliant ?  The National War Front the Bud t“?tp them to be self-
been turned down by the Ccnu:al Legislature, have i)een s ged_O which has rightly
in the pretext of teaching the villagers. The GI‘OW'MOTC-FOESD C;n'g crores of rupees
larly financed and possibly even more money is proposed  to be rgli‘fenhaSSiE:znA jlgl‘::;;

of the procuring

in our Budget
how they are
they are not the

ame {ate as the ; . ;
inflation itself
ot thought fit tq ta

Plans and schemes -
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1942, I have seen only a few villages ; but T have not scen much ol self-reliance  and
self:sufficiency about them. They are in want worse than before. W hy then is this
farce of an expenditurc ? Cannot a new perspective and 4 new outlook be infused
in the villagers ? Cannot reliance and sufficicncy be taught in work rather than in
speeches ? To my mind, if any reconstruction is urgent and immediate, it is recons-
truction of villages into self-sufficient economic units so that they may not have to go
to the capitalists for their protection. T warn the Government that all talk of recons-
truction will be meaningless if it is not possible to do this.  All future planning there-
fore must devote a large part ol it to this most important subject.

In reference to the Land Settlement question, hon. Srijut Sarveswar Barua has
said almost all that is necessary to be said on the subject. A Resolution is also before
the House, although we do not know whether it will ‘come up for discussioni in  this
Session. I want to add only this much just now that all actions that have hitherto
been taken by Government have gone to favour the immigrants and to throw out the
graziers and the local people out of the soil.  Some Grazing Reserves are being  settled
on the plea that the decision in this regard had been made previous to the present  land
policy of the Government was announced. Thisis distinctly against the letter and
spirit of the All-Party Conference on Land Scttle ment as explained in our oint  Memo-
randum to Government. As the Adjournment Motion tabled by hon. Mr. Buragohain
shows, local people are being driven out from possession ol lands although according
to the decisions of the aforesaid Conference they are entitled to  stay at least for six
months in the Reserves where they settled. On the other hand, new aggressions on
almost all these Reserves have been taking place every day and the Hon’ble Minister
of Revenue, instead of taking measures to prevent  these aggressions, are is. effect
encouraging the same. 'The proczedings of the Conference itsell were not recorded
according as the discussxonv took Placc and when it was pointced out I')y an cxplanatory
note by all the representatives of all the parties, except the Muslim League, the
Government Resolution on it, instead of taking notc of the same, went beyond the
scope of the agreement in order to accommodate intruders and trespassers. Government
have thus thrown to the winds all we could hold up as a reasonable compromise be-
tween the partics concerned on this question. Time has therctore come for us_to say
that we cannot be a party to theGovernment Resolution or to any agreement which
does not safeguard the interests of the local people-indigenous people including the
Scheduled castes, the Tribals and the ,r?rrazicrs. Government want to carry out a
communal policy of complete  aggressiveness, and our position 1s that il they want
to do so, let them alone take the consequences of their actions.

the reported Constitutional reconstruction of the Province

a frontier with some of the hill tribes, my fears are as

serious as that of hon. Mr. Ipur‘agohai.n and I do associate myself with_ all that

he has said about our frlig:ncs of the hills. I will never agrec to my friends in
the hills to be cut away from me and we shall resist any attempt to do so by

anybody. ’

I cannot surely lmIIjmz’lC upon the- restrained language and the high
Jevel from which the hO_r;- theczdcr.o.f the European Group spoke on the corruption
that is now prevallmg 'tlh it {illlnlsgre{tlon and every sphere of its activity. I do
not however agree WAS . that it is a subject alien to the Budget when many
i have 1ts tamt. But I am not as suré of his remedy ; and

In reference tO
by the creation O

es in 1t may . . - .
glgtlll.:;mgh I have no objlﬂﬁgn LCI, adtnal for the eradication of corruption by some spe-
of the G. 1. L, © not know how far they will be successful.

: anch ]
flilc;-t ir, that at lri‘»laésrft g??ng?zef €Xonerated by the local Government has been
directed bY GovcrﬂOt g, lor prosecution. How are we to know that such
exonerations have r; vl uttin( or will not be allowed in other cases as well ?
I suggestef:l that ?,ircl:s ; anoth[?:r e g an end to this deplorable state of affairs is to
restore civil 'hberh m’widcr i ay of achieving it is by organising co-operative socie-
Hes and givin TS g GOPE of their activities. A lot of corruption may also
be Prcventcd if busin y >overnment is done openly just as is-done in normal times,
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i. e., by advertising and calling of tenders for all works. But it
sec to these,

[t is sad and very distressing for men who look for moral values
find themselves in such a plight.  Sir, the inordinate greed for
which is another name for corruption is not confind to Government machinery alone,
In Milton’s Pandemonium, Moloch, the God of War and Mammon, the God of Wealth,
are found to associate together. It scems that in the middle of the twenticth century
Milton’s picture is moving in a fn::pml world. It.wﬂl continue to be the dream with
some men, to look forward to the muc,.whcn the Just God  will arise among us and
will stop both Moloch and Mammon from creating  the mischief they are doihg to
this distracted world. ) A

The Hon'hle I\'I:l_ul;wi Saiyid  Sir _\AIUH..-\NII\'IAhD _SA-‘\DULLA: M. Speaker,
Sir, the lot of the replier to the general discussions  of thé Budg .

is for Government. to

in this world to
wealth and riches

j : L : s €t is not very enviable.
Although in a general discussion of the Budget wide limits of dis -

it has been [ound that this time the discussions cn?l,)raccld \\’i?(lllgiltOIJ]inilil;g'er!i{c):iwc%
it _l-‘ whatsoever, excepting two notable cases—reference to Ther s £ ’}:

rcl'_-mncch.w ety raatle. - ot - Monbers whg hfwc ﬂlﬂughtﬁc.to tabllmams-o t e
B‘L'Kll'{q::(’)lu;i‘ons for discussion in the Budgvt‘ SesSion which 4¢ lmrma]l; z:ise\r;r;"::c}{( ?2-
9"‘ mment business, have tak(-n_thts opportunity, on 1.1.1(‘. plea of 4 eneral discy

ke f the Budget, to discuss their Resolutions in  this discussiop, Iigl- o s
51011 O 5 criticisms on those Resolutions rather than of fliSCllss'mn ave, thcrelorc,
: l:}:.mand hon. Members \\'110' dilated upon fac%s or discusseq m:\tl(z-.l: t}ll‘:? 1Budgct
p:U]? 11 . been debated on the carlier days of this SESS1I00—some had alr ds, which have
already o g nalito | L0 CR PO 8 difficulty, Sir, when T find l(l:a Y stated what
they SPF ¢ the general discussion of the Budgt‘t,‘]uy 70 minutes are a‘-"lil}?t out of 3 days
meant Ort‘])]\'- These was a salutorv convertion in earljep \"Catl'sc SJIC for Go*t'crn-
mcnti t?‘s’ s])el:chcs will close before  the recess for lunch Period g, tl ot Al piivate
mcmlmI ):'é])nred to reply to all the matters which come in the g c;at., Goycrnn’.:cm
;Inleitl}l’djcsi!_, that two Members —one from my party ang the hg ay’s discussion.

sk . 278 n. d
@] sition were allowed to speak altex lunch, today ; 5 Ministr ) Leade of the
PPo:

to

: ¢ supposed to be emniscient :1Eid“1]| aLILY 'Pi‘l““-f' in unSli()an“c‘Tr experienced,
15 no ~I fore the House it will be diflicult, in the reply on beha)f ctails is now
plaged. U criticisms with facts and figures, for there is hardly any o *Overnment, to
S ttll(;-‘ﬁ for any information. 1 thercfore request B

S ¢retarie

: yous Siv. 0 consult the
go back to the earlier system that all private I\Icmbers » 1o se

) ¢ whether we
A - ) She

fore the lunch period of the last day allgwing Governmey, E:iCChCS should end
bc ore e

: > : : ave to be plz :
ollect facts and figures which may hav Placed bCfOre Y hour’s P o
C

“lle Ouse op ¢ 2

day- The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: This time also | tried ¢, 1 he last
bers' specches finished before lunch, Put I was helpless. lave a])

MC”}Eh‘c‘ Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAA

could not

the Private

i ' ; Du1,
fembers did not w ite out their speeches to  be finisheq Witht LA - Sir. o
e the time limit and when any party Membey exceed the 15 s :
fixed alslcd v to give more than 15 minutes to M(‘-mbcrs of th Sa ilnigutes you
o fault. 1 hope that hon. Members will come c you are

: Pposit
our o : . . Prepap i
n?twyritten notes and see that their main  points are finish

o]

up by the Hon’ble the Speaker.

I have summarised the points th}at lhave been raiseq _
I have also analy.sed the subjects touchec ?upon by them. I '{ vari
general way and if  do not mention any !}ames‘, hicsh, N vil]
the idea that I have neglected to take note of thejr Point
the hon. Members that the sgggcstlon.‘i or recommendati()n
by them will be given due weight by Government,

- I find, Sir, that the subject.-matter of the first R
names of various Members of the Cnngl‘t‘_SS group in
of the Opposition, loomed large in the discussion

ed Withip, . Such speeches
©Ume ljmit set
1ous
v
“Mberg
Fvic

Spcakers and-
€my reply in a
7 Wil not go with
S . 4t May agsyre all-
W
hich have ‘heen made
esolytj
L on ¢ . ‘
cludi g m\-amcd this Session in the
and there - 220

. . : i riend. the Leader
simply confining to the land settlement policy of ~ are ag ma -
2 4 7 8 . (JOVCrnlncnt. 7Ry as 7 speeches

any more fact
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are needed to bear my contention I can give references with the serial ”“.m])crs (r)f
thc different Resolutions tabled on this subject on the land scttlement policy- I c
h_avc f]ad the Congress views. We have had the imnigrants’ views. 1here hag {c:f:n
a special plea on behalf of the Tribal people as well. “Covernment, whichever party
rules, have got to go by the demands of cvery section and try to arrive at a compromisc.

‘ “-(,u}J]c 0[

It i with a view to arrive at such a scttlement that Government took the = 2
having Conﬁ.:rcnccs and enquiry committees. If unfortunately for the Province 'l.nd
the people living therein no satisfactory settlement is possible, yet the fzct remally
Ehat the ]aZSt corfercnce was representative ol all groups of ])cu]l)lr- who are vitally
interested in the land settlement policy in Assam. Tt will take a very long time 9 82
into the details of the land settlement policy, but the result aimed at “recently €an be
summarised by this bold asscrtion on my part that it was a victory for all partics
concerned. ¢

¢

. To my Muslim friends, the immigrants, I would say that whereas l,[(.\~i,)11§l}' the
majority of the Hindu community was out and out against recognising immigrants
as entitled to settlement of any land, through this conference they got the admission
that those who came earlicr than 1938 would be treated as indigenous people entitled
to settlement of Government waste lands in the Province. ‘That was a very great
concesslon mad_c to those friends who have come from the neighbouring Province.
To the great _le!du community, I would say that whereas Government had :lll't'?:'d}’
started delimitation of the professional grazing reserves on the advice of their agricul
tural experts that 5 Bighas of land are sufficient for a buffalo and only one-third ol this
for a cow, Government did not pursue that pn]i(;v with a view to (:H;IH‘ to in amicable
arrangement with all the parties. They backed out of their conclusions and withdrew
their dereservation plans. But for the sake of humanity or rather on humanitarian
consideration which was even accepted by the lecaders of the Hindu and other commnu-
nities, those encroachers who had settled on  professional grazing reserves hefore 1938
and had converted Farren waste land into smiling ficlds, should be allowed to remain
and anyone who had taken shelter there on account of erosion of rivers or on account
of Military requisition of their land but who held settlement of Tand from Governiment,
should be allowed a period of grace so that Government may find suitable land clse-
where for these people before they are evicted from the professional grazing reserves.
- This was a concession which Government gladly gave to the popular opinion. Orther-
wise if the policy which was laid down by my Hon’ble Iriend the Revenue Minister—
that any pecople who have encroached on professional grazing rescrves bhelore 1943,
should be allowed to remain—if Government had continued that policy there may have
been a great setback to the milk indusuy and working against popular opinion,
Government made every possible attempt to come to a settlement bhetween partics with
separate interests. We had the evidence of the Colonization Oflicer ol Nowgong and
from his evidence we learnt that in Nowgong he had no difficulty in scttling 12,000 Big-
has of 1and with immigrants who have been in the Province [rom 10 to 15 years before.
Every onc will agree with the policy ‘that first come first served’ and even in the case
of land settlement this ought to be the guiding policy. No onc who had come recent-
ly would be preferred to those who have heen waiting to get settlement ot land here,
say, from 7 to 10 years earlier. I can dilate upon the facts which the different parties
gave. On behalf of the ‘Tribal people special concessions were sought in that Conference
and Government as well as all the parties agreed to give those concessions, Whereas in
case of other people no more annual settlement was to he given, but annual pattas
will be issued to the Tribal people for their protection and they are assured that the
submontanc area will be reserved for them. Tlat was a concession which the tribal
people got at the hands not merely of Government but also representatives of the other
interests that were present 1n the conference. These Tribal people want that there

be a Special Officer to look after their interests and who will survey the landless

should ¢ 3
amongst t-h;{mha_nd rcser;zle sufficient lands for them. They were given that officer and
n officer of their own choice.  All these things gave the Tribal people the concessions

a ;

that they wanted as regards land settlement policy.
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It is a great pity that the labour which the representatives of all the groups under-
took during those three days is going to be wasted. 1 say ‘wasted’ deliberately, for if
the present attitude of the different parties who sat in the conference continues or if
the present agitation against the conclusions of Government as a result of that
confercnce — continues,  Government will have to go back to their original
policy. ‘T'hey will have to wash out the Resolution based on that conference
and go back to where they were before December 1944, lhe result
will be that there will be moré trouble brewing amongst the different sections
of the people, and I am sorry to notice ugly tone and wild thoughts in the minds of
both the parties. I refer to Srijut Beliram Das on one side who must have been an
agoressor and my Iriend Maulavi Abdur Rouf on the other, when they warn Govern-
ment and through Guw_-rnmcm the people in general, that in this matter if Govern-
ment do not act flttcor‘dlng to their wishes, they would rake law in their own hands.
If human blood is to be shed for the obstinacy of these parties and If there be miseries,
by their l““()\\’lf}g}}ldl llu}ci{ C:c‘)\"a’:n-nlnc;u will not be responsible for the_ir action. But
I request both sides to think very calm y on the lines that I have laid before the House.
I am sorry, I have not enough time to dilate upon the activities of the Conference of
December 1944 where some decisions were arf'wc:d at for the benefit of every section of
e pcuplc. But‘I Iuw‘c given them suﬂ}c.lcnt 1{1dlcatlon that_ if we have to go back
upon the Resolution (,')‘ 1944, the opposition of the great Hindu community against
(hrowing open more l.qnds Io.r settlement wnh_ immigrants and allowing encroachers to
remain in the pl_'()r(‘.SSI:)ll?ll ﬁgx azing reserves will continue to grow in volume. On the
other hand Govcrmncm‘ wi l‘bc cognpellcd to pursue the policy over which they put
M. Desai on t'hc question ot grazing reserve. The result will be that any one who
Las encroache i on these reserves up to 1943 will be at liberty to remain there much to
the Annoyance of the graziers and to the great detriment to the milk industry.

[ am constrained to say that some Members have given their tongue in a most wild

manner. One hon. ' M"e:_nbcr who‘m I see absent from his seat today ‘went to the
lenath of saying that this is an unprincipled Cabinet, If that gentleman is really true to

his creed and sincere in his *1?“0'1_, he would make such a statement outside this Ho 1se

as anything that is said here is privileged and no action for libel or slander can be

[_ﬂ_kCIl.
‘While I condemn such uniicensed terms to be used on the

I cannot but condemn the swae_],)ing generalittes made by

of saying tha - Immigrants have been denje = Sl i

I[T:;E;rrtlliave not bt‘t‘-rl )trclatecl as citizens of the PI‘OVinC(:dchlz}:f t?rdmary FnGmehs, gt

. the services, _thut th_Ly" ave got no contracts and that there T

even in the issue of rationed articles, like salt, I contradictj

and also to controvert that there is no veterinary d; ;

o ir locality, I can say that the Y dlspensary or ap

in their locauty, a4y that the same hon,

the Hon’ble Minister-in-ch

floor of this House,
representatives of other
gentleman went to the

. : 3
i y relief amenities
speaker spared ng pains

; arge of the Pybli in approaching
me an : ; -1 1e Public WorksD
our recommendations by means of which, he obtained vast coﬁ{)artmem G
the Public Works Department but also from the Mjj A racts not only from

C. itary ! .
fact that no veterinary dispensary has been established, meF1~=é?13dthtéoHcon’gladﬁt' t?sc
on’ble Minis-

: . f the Veterinary Depar

ter-in-charge o Ty Department has o ened i i i
g “ihmh- oneaql’ tht? ‘mimgrants, Maulang Apbdul I%Ia\;gitgmll{].?]ry Yipen 3 12
provided _in lils_rn?tllve.wnage of Ghagmari which he wantss o baen, L;iLt;lA.f'I o
dabad. Now, 1 1ave got to reply to such wild statements there wilfab: no ?ir::lle

touch upon the more important subjects whi : i

i?riends in course of this deb_&_tts:. Whilje I al’ﬂn;i1 tl‘;\i’:rfan(zllszu:tslcd by various other
rather taken ftback by a criticism levelled Just now by m he crg‘c.nt pOllCY., I was
dolpi, who said that the settlement which Government gayve on. rf}en.d, Srijut B‘ar-
reserves, in 1944, has not yet been undone, on the plea that thml pl::i) el
settled. Instead of being ashamed of thay attitude or that ¢ land has already been
proud to say that we came to the rescye of the graziers cf thatp(l)sm?-n’ I am rather
ference which was attended by my hon. Friend My, Bardoloj asoc: c!ltl}“as Il\l/l[rthlgo(f:l?gi-
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I\umar. Chaudhuri, Mr. Rabi Chandra Kachari and a representative of the Scheduled
Castes in my colleague Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia, it was decided that in
order to relieve the distress ol the graziers of those grazing reserves which had  been
dc'.r?scrw?d in Now,c_;ong, and had alrcady been settled, had beea ploughed and  had
smiling op in the field, we would allow those graziers’ cattle to be grazed ar Lao-
kh_OWa Forest Reserve at half the usual forest charges. I think, Sir, that doing every-
thmg that was possible to relieve the difficulty of the graziers and at the same time not
to rhs'turb settlers who had already grown t,'r’u]; in the professional grazing reserves in
the Nowgong district was the right policy. =

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: On a point  of information. Does the
Hon’ble Premier say that land has been ploughed in the Laokhowa Reserve ... ]

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : | am not giving
way: to Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora. In the conference the Colonisation Officer definite-
ly said that not only has land been settled, but it has been cultivated and crop has
come out. That was in December last....

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA : In the Laokhowa Reserve ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : [did not men-

tion anything about Laokhowa. It my hon. Friend did not follow me let him not

disturb me. I said those graziers who have been in any way put in difficulty by the
de-reservation of Barguli and otner reserves, the cattle of these graziers would be allow-
ed to graze in the Laokhowa reserve at half the usual forest charges for cattle.

The next subject which 1 need touch is the subject ol political prisoners.  We have
“discussed this ‘ubject on the floor of the House for the last seven days, and it would
have been quite proper on the part of certain hon. Members to raise the subject of the
Jorhat jail incident or the alleged statement of Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.  But to
come again on the same ground on the plea of civil liberties being  curtailed is rather
taking the time of the House, in spite of the fact that the subject is very important.
Here too, I find, Sir, that this subject is to have been discussed in the House by Resolu-

tion No. 15 of my hon. Friend, Mr. Mookerjee. Nobody deplores more than myself

‘that many of our hon. Members of the Flouse and many youngmen, who with a sincere
belief had adopted a certain line of politics, are behind (he jails. My Friends will say
¢cno need of shedding crocodile tears,” but let figures speak on my behalf.  From the
start of the sabotage movement, from August 1942 up to 15th February 1945 orders
‘for the detention of 464 persons were passed.  Out of these 464 cases alter review. by
me orders against 3({9 persons were .wi.thdrawn in that period, leaving 95 in detention.
With the promulgatlon ol.lhc Restnc'lmn z§nd Detention ()r(.lin;!m:c ol 1944 on the 15th
January 1944, the casc ol each security prisoner had to be reviewed every six months.

But I review t

ation of the Ordinan . ‘
whem 108 have been released. I have passed orders of releasing three more people

‘out of these 95 who were detained up to 15th February. So we will have only 92

] ands. p .
1 ou{_}?cn again, af l;ﬁgardh‘_ restrictees, in the period from 1st January 1944
to 15th February 1)4:)Afxt‘c;.tncu.on orders on the movement and residence of 185
ersons were P?SSCd-lgo CIcrI:(:)VICW’ orders against 5-5 were rw‘nth‘drawn up to 15th
February, leaving - persens st under restriction.  Their cases are being
Dy 10, An0 5, CVEN ,;“ Spite of the pre-occupation with this Session and

the ‘hHeavy. work thatnéivcilnt?ﬁs, 1 _ha.yc reviewed the cases of two more and
case [ had a adv € restriction order to be withdrawn. As regards

the others there ;:?fiction.crs?n ::Port from_ the . Dep!.uy Commissioner against
withdrawing thc}r -Fcbruary 1945@ same pc}-ir)d, that 1is, fr_om the Ist January,
'1944- to the ]5;:1l Gl Een issl’led % orders for externment from Assam or from
certain districts Iﬁdrawn- Onit ofggglst 77 persons. Out of these, _ordcrs agajnst
6 have been Wl;nCC i S persons at present in detention, 63 applied
for family allow er month. _In &l N8 were given family allowance ranging from
gl asD » 24 applications were rejected. Out of 131

Rs:10 to iction, 12 are i . ] J
nder restric I receipt of allowance ranging from Rs.12 to Rs.35

pcrsons u

he cases almost every month.  Within this period, i.e., alfter the promul- *
ce and up to 15th February 1945, 203 persons were detained of

%
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per mensem.  As regards persons in detention, the Government of Assam have

allowed from Rs.7 up to Rs 20 to be paig for buying .‘pt:-rsnnn}_ ;'cquls:g&s tcl) “-IOS%
persons who cannot provide their own. For tlm. ct:hﬁum.nnl\n 10‘11. {‘-“tcmh?m?he
may state, notin self appreciation but as a 1'c51113.auon (-)l t)u..stcln ‘u.f‘sl ‘]“tt'c-ﬂ
Central Government have laid down certain principle for lhf_' [l'(ia:ttl"ltiilt(f? [)01‘1 cd
prisoners.  ‘T'bev have given very strict orders as rcgzn‘ds‘ t'aml Y 1 iowancc ‘lln-
other concessions. I can say without challenge that t_ht'. .»\ssaan Q(;;e.l m{ncrg u:] Ielx-
my advice has gone the furthest llnl%[ Ahcyon'(l the limits prescribed by the _,me-lit
ment of India in concessions and in granting la]nll_\f‘ a!lo\.vancc to_our \e;n’n 3{
isoners.  The all-India personal allowance grant is limited to R.s.n only.
ey siven in one case upto Rs.20 and the minimum that is given here is
lm‘v%'uial\-' Then again the all-India instructions are to . grant parole in only
R.b Ay circumstances of the sickness of the person detained or the sickness ok
e I had to fight very hard with the Government of India to grant parole to
his \\'IFCL-.O )m-tform th; Ad_\'zisraclh of their parents or near and dear ones. Even
P"”}J)I'lh(, (‘}()chment of India is demurring
now, .

to this policy adopted by me. Although

: a Muslim, I have quoted Hindu szripture to establish that the Advasradh is

- r g 5 A . b “

bcm!—.of the principal religious ceremony to  be observed by certain persons of the
one =

indu faith on the death of a certain member of his family and unless the Govern-
Hin tol' India definitely debars me I shall follow  this policy. T say that the
mctltrnt to political prisoners so far as regards family - allowance or personal
U"’n'f‘] ;C(. or other concessions has been on the liberal " side than in any other
ilHO“-J.- in India. (Mau'avi Abdur Rouf— Fleqr, hear) .

pro\’!;}tf;) hon. Members specially my Friend,
indiscreet and unfortunate jail inciden: at Jorhat about 2 vear
11‘.151(1 has said that he was an eye witness to the occurr
1(“cltd not believe the story which  the Go_\'crnmcm reports had furnished to me
CO”] vhich T placed  before the House. There were three distinet enquiries on
a}n,(l‘subjcct-—ﬁrst by  Magistrate and then by  Mr. Humphr(‘y, the Deputy
t«mmni_s-,sioncr and ultimately by the Commissioner, Mr Gunning. From the
Co1 ts which reached us, of their conclusions, we took aginst  the jaily staft
TCPO;(:“E}” of the evidence that came out in - these cnquiricbs_ Three Assistant
1n-|(O:-s have been punished. QOf course, according to my Friend in the
JO?;POS“C" Ehc.i,- p.!,mishéncnts 11}31?1}’ ”Ul[- dbc commensurate ‘with  the enormity of
e dercllcgl?“ homth utsy.}_ 1t1t we had had the CXPert “opinion of ‘1we Inspectors
General of Prisons on the subjec advice of the Commissioner us

and we had the
well and we have degraded two of the nﬂicc_frs who were Principally responsible *
and. have rcj@t{cecf]c t};ir sa'l[;}}r_v ‘ltyy’RsﬂOrm one case for five years and in
i and did notdo anything. "¢ B $aid the Governmeny slept over  the
s I cannot but refer to wha}t my  hon, jut Haladhar
about th.c a!lch(‘?l F-tamm‘\c/[n~t Ot‘ '.S“Jm .P andra Sarmah, I have received a
challenging letter I?/\I’fl‘}llll lI' §{mna }umselfgddressed O ‘me. Tis gl . sy
misundcrsw'ndmg. 11\; wited Tezpur i company  with the Hon’ble Miss
Mavis Dunn, wc—rr]:_f:t 1 l.. Sarmah and Mr. Bhuyan ip the Tezpm‘\]ail. A request
was made to me )ylMl. Sarmah_ that he should be transferred to the Nowgong
Jail because his peop c] were ﬁndmg Very great difficulty ip interviewng him at
Tezpur and he was also not keepu.lg good  health in ‘ghay Jail. T told them
that Government was bound. by_ a policy of not keeping leaders, who have been
incarcerated, in their own district Jajls, On that principle it wil’l be difficult f{or
me to transfer Mr. Sarmah from there.” Then there objection which
I have found in the reports of the Police against My, Sarmah. i}r\ the Police
report, I am giving out no official secret, it was stated that Jjust prior to his
arrest, Mr. Sarmah is alleged to have said that he had five hundred guns at his
command and that he could have raged the anqong town /to the rm?nd
Stijut GAURT KANTA TALUK AR . ; gty

Has not Mry Sa"m' hre hi |
. i . mah uted this anc
sent a letter to the HOH‘JJIE Prime Minister? refi

Mr. Bordoloi, has referred to  the

ago. My hon.
eénce and therefore he

action

Freind, Sy

urna Ch Bhuyan , Spoke

was a graver
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : But later, the
matter has been placed in the light that I stated in the House that Mr. Saimah
has himself stated like that.- It is not so. It is I who stated to Mr. Sarmah
that from police reporis I found that this statement has been made by him and 3
which precludes me from ‘transferring him to Nowgong Jail. I hepe it will satisty
Mr. Purna Sarmah. Any way, Sir, I am sorry that five hon. Colleagues are still
behind the prison bars. Some Members spoke that they have all been in shattered
health. I have received reports as regards the health of some of these people and barr-
ing the fact thatonc gentleman has lost 3 Ibs. in 3 months there is no other sign ol
deterioration, in their health. Sir, some of my hon. Friends whom I have
released on grounds of ill-health show as good health, if not better than myself.  They
are all looking .fit and in good-health, strong, energetic and as vocal as before. May
they live long to carry their patriotic work in the best method they believe. There-
fore. Sir, I can bid good-bye to the political side of the discussion we had here.

Then I will come to the communication issue. There were at least 8 Resolutions
on the subject which have been debated in this House
sion. On this, I find that mention has been made
many roads. Then I find that criticisms have been levelled acrainst this Govern-
ment for not objecting to  the closure of certain railway stations and various
honourable Members have .ref'crr(-(l to the discomfort of railway travel and scandalous
and filthy condition of TO”“}.L_’. StOC'kS. We have had long list of subjects raised by
our representative 1n the . B. Zonc and my Friend Mr. Mookerjee has given .
us a list of subjects which he raised or which he wanted to raise.  Suflice it for me

to say that we can at l)(“.st place these matters either with the Railway Administration

or before the Ccntfi'l‘GOV_f-'m!TlCm, War Transport Department. We oursclves are
handicapped by the'(,onshtut_mn Act itself from dealing with this subject.  Everyone
who has travelled in the trains recently knows that all the criticisms levelled are
true. 1 can Of]]Y say that 1my I'”f:“_d, the Member of the Railway Board, Sir
Lakshmipati Misra wlail be v1.‘;|t1ng..Sh|llm1g on the 21st ol this month and I wil]
request him to look 1mto .t]}f matter personally for redress. .

As regards bad _condxl_lOll of l"ﬂi_lds, I have been at pains to explain  before
the House that durmg th_lS ‘r}fal" pt'rlod‘ mau:rgals are unuyuilablc and so long as
Assam continues to be in _forehont and is dr:scrlbcfl by the military as an operational
area we cannot’ hope to improve our roads. While I was at Dibrugarh jn 1943, 1
pcrsona“Y suffered from the \g:ry big pot-holes in the road near the centre ol the
town. also neiar ﬂ_lc Circuit ungalow. Altho_ugh my car could lrfl\:‘cl all the way
o Shillong to lei.’rugz.irh town, a distance of 250 miles, my car failed Lo cross a
big hole near the Circult Bll_x_n-galow and I was stuck up here (4 voice :—still there).
Still there ! 1 took u tbe subject not only with the military but w1th_ the Deputy

he Executive Engineer and 1 was told that gvery single boulder

1262 [8TH MAR. ’

- on the plea of Budget discus-
of the bad condition of very

. dt
missioner an e - :
l()]orr;)cen requisitloned by the military for purpose of their acrodromes and no metal
ass available to repair those pot-holes. "1 suggested to the local authorities that A
wa . yse bricks il soling materials were not available. Bricks have also gone N

u
tl:l(:l}; ifr:l?:_icc and therefore I[hjdve heard Mr. Moore saying that brickbats and earth
hig ixed to fill tho§]e ho f:sh We have taken up this matter with the military, not
e regard to Dl)l;u%grt kalone, but with regard to other roads as well ; but
only w1 they do not wanh ake up responsibility for any reads except those which
as usf vital necessity to tkcm.‘ f\nyone who has travelled by the Trunk Road from
e (I) ara to Numallgharh nmgs that the road has been made as good as Pandu-Shillong
Goadpbut beyond t}_qat t CEaV: nll)t want to help the Provincial Government in any
Roa Howevers Sir, Weh Placed our case with the higher Military Authorities
way- hope t© et some ¢ ar::gehout of them later on.
and V’Iv‘f\e Supply Dep?;g?cirtemsas C'_?‘Iﬁle in.f'or a good dcal of criticistm. I will touch
e he mOS 1rr11}312"H0use thérc haelprmcipal criticism h:1§ ‘l)ecn that although
recommf’“ded by e Pro:iince. WS been no fixation of a minimum price of paddy
and rice thmu?:houI had on an Car]iere were almost on the point of fixing a mi-
occasion mentioned that Government will fix

pimum price; La

. W
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a minimum price as soon a3 the price of rice falls below Rs. 10 ; but for some reason
or other, not only here butin Bengal also, the price of paddy went up by Rs. 2
during December and January. Therefore, the limit of Rs. 10 which I had fixed
in my own mind and in office notes was not reached. Some hon. Friend has
sard that this is flouting public opinion. As explained by me various times, the
minimum fixed by Government will always be construed as a maximum for the
cultivators by unscrupulous traders or even by some corrupt Government official of
the Supply Dcpartm‘ent. "

- So, the fixation ol a bottom price of rice and paddy under the present circurns-
tance will not ensure the benefit of the producer and therefore I have stayed my
hand from fixing such a price. T will lose no time in fixing proper floor prices for these
two commodities whenever the occasion arises. - It has also been said that procurement
direct from the producer has not yet been started. It is true, the Supply Staff recently
(:mp]oycd are [{usy tgkmg over charge from the previous Syndicates who have got quite
a big quantity 1n their go_dowus_and also they }}ﬂd to meet current demand for supply.
So, without _wa:téng to ?}ogurle it from the cultivators themsclves, they had called for
tenders and had supp ICd éle current demand from traders holding licenses from
Deputy Commissioner an overnment. .

The question of sugar, salt, mustard oil and cloth has been placed before the
House many times. Asl;'ccrards sugar, all I can say is that instead of carping at the
Ministrys, the hon. Mcr;_l ‘ers §Ilf)uld ]mve given them a little thanks and praised the .
Central Grgvermncil. 100 not reducing our sugar quota. When everywhere else, sugar
quota has bcefl reducc? by 15 per cent., our quota remained the same. Itison
account of our persona cfforts—I spoke personally to Mr. B. Sahay, 1.c.s., who is the
present Sugar Controller, I also made representation to the pPrevious Sucrar’ Controller
M. N. C. Mehta t.hat there has l)qcn no reduction in the sugar quo?a for our Pro:
vince. My hon. Friends have complained flbm.lt reduction in the issue of sugar in the
villages. That has been necessitated !wy rationing of 9 towns in Assam anta robabl
due to the probable extension of the rationing scheme in five more towns Ifationiny
presupposes a steady anc} regular issue of rationed quantities of commodities and theref.;
fore (Goverpmertt, oIl accoung of poor stock arriving in the Province, had t‘ ak

> o make a

. by a little. We have not deprived tl i
-eduction gLl P the village peopl i ;
1  eue of sugar, but we have distributed the Sttpas b 8¢ people of the rural areas of

. twee &
tion in the proportion of 2/5th to the urb cen the urban and the rural

ula 4 ) : an and 3/5th t e
Elfr%riSCd to hear that in many interior villages sugar h / o the rural areas, I am

. s as not been issued | _
up this matter with the Supply Department and see °n at all. T will
:Ja:?k;l'ogidcd to the village people. se¢ whether some relief could not
As regards salt, I would not say anything excepting that
is between 2 to 3 lakhs maunds, we are tr =

: ders to issuc at the rate of 1/2
definite or , : /< seer per adult throu :

About CIOJFQILI ;:,E;)]E(l)?ulsy th:is matter has beep st 01§ht0}l:(;c tge Px-o\%mce._

) an : : ]
in the shabetcrda_ e su}I)_{)]mnentary Quiestions and the ma?tor of this House
discussed yesterd Yl' e pper Hlous= and T was pleased to find er was thoroughly
from this House listening to that discussion i the Couneil 2}?3}’{1191;;. Mcrﬁb?fs
. inishing all the

- g

any

: alt "
vINng-to increase it ﬁ:rtﬁ‘c(;‘lgthUr b kbl s
I and we have given

rcIimil’lﬂ"ieS in reaching a satisfactory settlemen ; ; 3
of 3,000 bales per 1.n|0nth. Qur total quota is 4.6 led coming in the rate
all these bales will Cc.’l?(i m time and will |ye distributed v ApDs hencaforwa:rd
societies. Oq‘r Provincial 1F€>§t11_e C‘:n'mmissioner, Mr. Had; by means of co-operative
Registrar of Co-operative Societies, is a great believer ; ussain, who is also the
and he wants to start or rather he h In the co-operative principle

as al:eady start
- - " . - . “ £ ed 2 : i 1
Associations in every Subdivision. We lope now thc'}l? 211)121at1.1)¥e chxnlckTraders;
2 ack marketing o

mill-made cloths will be a thing of the Past as s
. . . L < s00n . o .
the Subdl\}:lsmns begin t};) function properly.  While on f’éisth:jﬁ.coéopfratwc societies 1n
‘hat various hon. . ! Yee :
to find t vario ke n Mem])c;‘s have taken trouble in Cri]ti t, 1 am constrained
treating Co-operative Consumers’ Stores in a step-mother| cising Government for
otherwise. When essential commodities become ver q(-:a‘y‘ way. But .the f:acts are
Co-operative Stores—Consumers’ Storep_witls i litt)lfe‘c rge,lpiople think of starting
> Capital. From about 100 stores
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in the earlier part of 1944 by the end of this year we have i s many as 1,600 stores and
applications for 800 more are under scrutinv. Wherever I went, I received this com-
plaint from the co-operative people that they were not getting sufficient stores from the
Supply Department. When I took up this matter with the Supply Departument as well
as with the local officers—the Deputy Commissioners— 1 was confronted with two
difficulties, firstly, that to be true to the co-operative prin-iple, the societies could only
cater for their own members and not for the general public who have got'no concern
with these stores, but members of these stores wanted to replace village retailers to sell

Secondly, there was

not only to their members but also to non-members.
I started by saving that some

goods
another practical difliculty—the difficulty of finance.
of these stores had not sufficient capital to buy stores in larger quantities than one bag

and so these stores had to buy from wholesalers whose commission they had to pay.
who takes 3

Government had followed the principle that any co-operative store

bags of any commodity at a lot, can ,buy it straight from the Government
distributing agency operating in the two valleys. By buying direct from  the Govern-
ment distributing agencics the stores save a lot, by avoiding middleman’s profit,
When commodities are distributed by agencies to wholesalers, they are given Re, 1
as margin of profit which covers cost of transit as well.  From the wholesalers, it
comes to the retailers who also get a commission and smaller socicties have to buy from
the retailers and they have very nearly to add Re. 1-8-0 to cost of their goods.  When
J found that in any particular arca, the majority of the people had joined the
co-operative stores as members I allowed those stores to cater for the entire population,
I also allowed that those co-operative stores who could buy only 5 bags at a lot
should be allowed to buy direct from the agencies or wholesalers.  So instead of
meting out step-motherly treatment 1o the™ co-operative consumers’ stores I have

allowed them sufficient concessions.
Srijut BELTRAM DAS: On a point of information, Sir.  As we are also connect-
ed with co-operative societics, our allcgations are.............. ......
The Hon'ble Premier chould not be interrupted

The Hon’ble 1the SPEAKER :

in this way. : .
Srijut BELIRAM DAS: I am giving information.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 1 do not want

any information ; I know more than w1y Iriend. ]
Then in this general discussion, [ come to the Education Department.
cgngrﬂtufiitf: our new c.ollcaquc,. Srijut Ghana Kanta Gogoi, for his good maliden specch,
[ give him a bit of advice I hope he will not take it amiss.  As a
He should

I must

If, as an elder,
iden speech he has done quite well, but he has to broaden his outlook.

i

;It]:rt with a rlispussion on gencra] matters belore ('onccutmtiug on malters of local
interests.  Hc raiscd a very big questior when he started by saying, lh;{t in order to
:ve much needed relief to the aided school teachers, all the high schools in the Province
should be dcprovmc:alrmcd. ; Did he take into consideration what this will mean ?  This
will mean that some 500 AGOVCU_"“»'IH servants, for no f'.zzult of ‘chc-n‘ own, would be
(hrown out of employment. Thgsc omccrs_who were recruited before 1937 are protected
d they connot be deprived of their services, and although there may not be any

by Jaw an : : :
nent schools they will continue to cnjoy their pay and other emoluments which .

GG erued to il “This question is not :
have accrued to lema p 't‘hl 1 on s not new. I know it was oncc debated as
carly as in 1928 and for the last 17 years this subject has been constantly before the
Government. But, o l_’niy..‘own opmion, 1t will be a bad business on the part of
Government to dcp}"?‘EgCIa ‘;_L all Government High Schools. Government, at my
instance; while I I,w%:, 1 Licz} lon Mmjstcil“, accepted a policy ol maintaining at least one
Government Hig 1{ c;orz ?n e\:'ery Sl:[]')c'll\"lSlOna] headquarters as a model insticution.
The last of the schools 0])5:'. provincialised or the last subdivision to get a Government

: chool is the Jowal subdivision where a hich school wvas opened in 1942 only.
frer conpleting 1m 16 years the policy adopted by Government in 1926 of giving
| school in every subdivision, it will surely be a bad policy to go against that
Ovm?ml.l'gle, a]% the GOVCI"nn_]ent high schools. My Friend’s other ;!tcrnati\'c,
provmgla 1sc all the  existing schools, will also be neither acceptable nor
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practicable.  Government have got 22 high schools in 22 subdivisiqns,_ b.ut the number
of private schools will be in the neighbourhood of 200. To provincialise all these 200
schools it will require another co'ossal amount of money which is otherwise necessary for
the spread of primary education. I hope the House will bear with me when I say that
our first endeavour is to utilise every available penny in spreading general education,
even of elementary standard, among  the total population of the Province rather than
giving higher education to only 10 per cent. of them. )

The next point that was raised was that special treatment should be given Eo -thc
Ahoms, Scheduled Castes and I'ribal people. So far as Scheduled Castes and Tribal
people are concerned, we have been giving special treatment as far as funds allow and
we will consider whether the Ahom community, which is equally backward as tho.e two
communitics, needs any separate and special treatment.

A question about giving L-'C(-:llnlcil] training  was raised. We are aiso as much
cognisant of the necessity of gn{mg technical fraining  to our bpys ar_1d so we are
pl‘bposmg to tal.«: zldvantagg ot Lf}c_ -Gov-crn_‘mcnt of India Pohcy of sending 1,?00

tudents for higher technical training in Lnglm‘ad and America and we are proposing
s d 10 students as a first batch from this Province and probably by now our recom-
- sccll]-uions have been wired to the Central Government.
mcu\/"arious questions of local interests have been placed before the House and I will
touch one or two points and if my Friends will take my assurance that all their
,rievances, 1 mean local gucva.nées, concerning the IL_clucatlpr} Department, will be
;Iuly considered no't onllw,i })y_ my ‘ollea.guc, tl_lc. _ECIUCZII.IO_]]‘ Minister, but }3)’ the other
Ministers as well. as there is a joint lCSPf)llSl’;)llltY:"dlld if I do not mention the names
of those schools, they would not take me amiss. _Some mention was made of a high
school near Doom DOO_ma . and aqqtl?cr at D_!gbox.. Then there was mention of
the Dangri th.dlc English b(.:hool. I'his school is getting Rs. 75 per mensem as a
grant. But this school is in the proccsﬂs.ol‘ dC\_’Cth'ment to a high school and when
all the classes are dcvcloppd properly, we will see if better grant could not be given.
Then as regarfls the Dlgbm_ school, As soon as this school is raised to the proper
standard, we will see t.hat t-hlS school is recognised and receives Government aid.
My Friqﬂd, Mr. h./itz}[al\’ S{)ol‘\c 1’1!J0u-L vacancy ot a teacher of the Tura High School and
complained that this teac 1c1b\§r‘1s plonght by transfer to the Garo Hills though he was
not a Garo. This maln was rought from Kohima when the Kohima School was closed
but since a substitute has been taken from the first of March in Tura School, the place
.. not vacant. There was 4 question about the grant of afi & i ? £
i ! ose ol repairing a school bui'dine. Th; -1 ansulgient sum. o
Rs. 900 for the purp I ng a school bui'ding. This fuestion will be engaiced
My Friend, Mr. Abch_u‘ Rahman, was very vehement abouyt the tr quir |
been mected out to the Brindaban College. 1Itis unfortu reatment which
hasond oldest private college in the Province rece ves a me ntzlltle that this bemg_; the
i{‘; 300 whereas new institutions with lesser enrollment ljll;.\::}{) GOYCI‘n-m.cm aid of
d in some cases Rs. 500—Barp:ta s receiving only R o s g, R
a lected this Barpeta college.  We pPropose tg ivn Yy Rs. 400, but we have not
neg 1.500 this. year and the question of increase gofe tgcsmall n}?n-rccurrmg grant of
| as Habiganj collqges will be taken monthly grants o Barpeta

as wcl i up when funds et :
regards other colleges will remain in our consideration permit.  The question as
G ”

The subject of requisitioning some of the educaticnal
has been very ably put b)_’ Ml_‘. Gaurikanta Talukdar who
become the first casualty in this war, so far as Assam was con
jail we did our level best to save our colleges and we made ev
to keep the colleges going. Now that war has receded from the boundari f A
there are prospects of l‘f-‘]f?as_e of many of our educational buildines OOn lamlils‘ o
in our War Measurc C.ommlttee,‘u was decided to ask the EdL?CZ:lt- n %t is mornmtg,
give a list of buﬂd.mgs in order of preference which could be rel 10121 cpz;rt'ment]_ (1):
possible opportunity (applause). FASEE @l gae feachics
One hon. Member spoke that in our Post-War
training should form a part, but he need
Military training could be had in our Ass

into.

buﬂ.dings by the Military
said that ‘education had
cerned.  While he was in
€ry possible arrangement

Reconstruction scheme military
the Post-War Reconstruction.
f our local indiginous people—
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Hindus and Muslims—would come forward. One battalion was raised with a small
section of our hill people and a 2nd battalion was raised which is composed of both
Hills and plains people. Various Hindus and Muslims wanted to take advantage of
the scheme. Hon. Members have heard more than once that this newly created
Assam Regiment has done a great deal to save Assam. Therefore ail credit goes to the
people of Assam who have not only brought Assam to a very high standard among the
martial races, but also have saved the Province of Assam  from cnemy onslaught.

I have practically finished with those speeches which were not very relevant to the
Budget Estimates which have been placed by my Hon’ble Friend, Hon’ble Mr. Abdul
Matin Chaudhury. One Opposition party speaker said that the Budget refllected only
low mentality of the Cabinet. I omit the word ‘low’ and say that Dudget reflects
the mentalitics and activities of the Cabinet and we are not ashamed of it in any
way. ;
As regards those speakers who have taken the trouble of analysing the Budget
and given before the House their considered opinion both destructive and constructive
on the different items, the general complaint has been that the vast difference  between
Estimates as laid before the House and the Revised as shown in the later Budget should
be avoided ; but as explained by the Hon’ble Finance Minister this is inevitable in a
war-time Budget. This year Budget making was very difficult on account of the delay
in getting the figures from the Comptroller.

There has been various constructive suggestions notably that
modities by way of sales tax. We, Government, have been taking

We want to go up to the Government of India again for allowing us to levy
Member in

of taxing all com-
all these into

account. %
a terminal tax, a subject which was taken up by me when I was Finance

1931, but the Government of India refused to impose the tax in those days.
The learned Leader of the European Group suggested increasing the Court and Stamp
Fees. The Court and Stamp Fees, {rom our past experience, do not yield much to the
rovincial exchequer. : At the peak, the increase was at the limit of 3 lakhs of rupees.
As we propose to seriously consider and submit to the Government ol India the
of a terminal tax which even in 1931 was expected to bring a total revenue of
0 lacs and in these days must bring more we are concerned with this big item
e same source, we had suggestions that ‘even if necessary we should borrow
t a large scale for constructive schemes. This suggestion is not new,
Those g@ntlemen who tak_c iptcresl in goi‘ngjr l!lrough every item of news have seen in the
‘Calcutia Press recently within the last fortnight, that the Assam Government have
one to Calcutta money market for borrowing one crore of rupees by means ol treasury
easury bills, as every hon. Member knows, are short term loan repayable within

pills. 1T L
6 months and carry a very low rate of interest.

The only item on the gener_al Budget which has been criticised is the qestion of
Post-War Reconstruction. Various hon. Members have t.hought it to ventilate then
wrath on this very 1important item 1in ﬂJC Budget. With them, I_ agree that no

rovision has been made in tke next year’s Budget for any sum to this fund. But as
hon. Members have already noticed that we want to take time by the forelock and
rOpOSE; with the vote of this House, to place another 25 lakhs of rupees in the current
ear to this f'uPd 23t d;]u‘glg tgfi;oursﬁ of the next year, it appears that like this year
our apprehension of ?I‘ e Ctlt u get]PaSSCS away and we achieve a surplus Budget, we
will SCCfWI’lethef a sufficient sum, at least equivalent to Rs. 25 lakhs cannot be credited

e Iund. L

0. It_,lzke my Friends, I "Wm alﬁo at 11_16 present moment in the dark as to what schemes will
the Post- War Keconstruction Plan, But as I mentioned the other day that

levying
about 4
From th
and borrow a

be place'd & his matter with the He

e d1§cus;{t et g of'eth'Lads of; the Departments and some hon. representa-
g this 10 2 1s month a - i :

ives of ® 1 to the Cabinet. nd that I will formulate my scheme to

itt
be subm? 1 ¢
Hon. Lﬁ?ﬁgeﬁy ‘;rli]n::it assured that the development of the natural resources
of Assa {-::_1 industrial u;‘ ¥ concern. The Hydro-electric schemes, the availablity
L purpose, the improvement of our agriculture, the introduction
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matters ol development will be very ecarnestly considered and, if possible, put in the
scheme by me.

My hon. Friend, Mr. Moore, started the general discussion of the Budget by
; specially referring to poultry and goat rearing. These subjects were to have been

dealt with in Resolutions No. 19, 43 and perhaps some others. With him, we
agree that th se things which form the daily item of diet of many people need to
be fostered. Two schemes have already been prepared in order to arrest the rapid
depletion of the stock.  One is the basic scheme and the other is the village subsidised
scheme.  Under the basic scheme, stock of improved breed of ducks and fowls
will be maintained in different centres to meet the needs of the people. The expen-
diture for this will be at the neighbourhood of Rs. 8,000, Under the village subsidized
schem 50 fowl. and duck centres will be conducted,—the total expenditure for this is
estimated at Rs. 1,38,906. Mr. Moore’s suggestion about the free distribution of
I)ampcillvls regarding  poultry diseases wil-l be taken up by the Department con-

rned.

< There has been a suggestion for starting of an agricultural school in the Province.
We cannot boast ol having slé.u'tcd an agricultural school, but we may say that a
foundation has all:cz}dy been laid because we are going to start 3 schools in different
centres for the training of Demonstrators. Complaints have been made about’ the
y * serious depletion of plo'ughl cattle, but T may say that negotiations have heen going on

wiih Bihar_a}ld the Punjab _Governments on the subject and 1 hope some plough c;ttle
wiil be arriving in the Province very soon.  But more than this, what I wantto em-
phasis¢ before the hon. Mcmhcrs_ of this House is that our Agriculture Department
has already in l}a_“.d a scheme for producing 2,000 plough bullocks within the

- - ¥ i d . < 4 @ Ly

Province by _subsxdn.mg the Khutis where there is a good stock of stud bulls. I
had a talk with Mr, Woodlord, the Director of Agriculture, who assured me that

swathin thc‘com'sc of 12 months more than one thousand bullocks he will be able to
produce, if not more. :

Sir, I now come to the objection which was raised b
Furopean group.  Of course he did not use the word ¢

| ehemently that Governmeht has omitted to supply detai Lot il
fflouse which has been shabbily treated, < by pm%pugingt;lil;’coi-sassnf?;tux ¢ before the
his words, for the veryshigh spending department of the Gove gures’ —to quote
the House, that talking like a shareholder to the Directors, he Sr.’émm- He assured
. materials to place__hls view on the subject. He said that it i; 1d not get sufficient
mercial qepartnlcnts to produceabalancg sheet at the end Cu:;go:gary in all _com-
placed before the sharcholders, or to use our financier, My RON the yea:.r which is
«“hefore the Di CFI:OI‘S by th(‘: h{auaging Dil‘ectors“. 3 In t?h . . Adltya s Ianguagc,
two big assumptions on this. Although Government e first place there are
Transport on .a  commercial basis, they were wanted to start the Assam
¢semi-commercial’ later, Government

—— N

y the learned Leader of the
Suppress’ but he criticised -

I cannot I‘unCOmpel]ed 0 add the word -

v s 1 1 ; . an or 1 1

) c1al_11ne bjc? :settlmlr ofﬁce}s and stafl’ clamouy for all the gz}n_llsatxon e O

{6 services and 1or W€ concessions given tq Governme brivileges of Government
lace, it 1s nOt quite correct (o g ot

S vt of the H i ay that ¥ second

the emnbers ouse. my hOIl. Frie d i . § produced before

" sheet’ it lwoulld hav;'bt(?en m[{)l‘e correct, Mr_n had said ﬁn UF-toédate balance

' ~ that in the Appropriation ccounts and Ayd; as already mentioned
of the nature of a  balance sheet were given 81.{;)01::5 pgrt, 1942-43, sufficient details
to be found on pages 154 1o 156 of 0

th “ WO subjects. They are
“Motor Transport Organisation etc” The l;lgxilér?}? ration Accounts under heading
of the Assam  Motor Tranport and its cet was signed by the Accountant

ultimately said to be correct by the Comp
procedure was followed as regards other
namely, the Grain Storage Scheme. 3 ¢
criticise is that on page 154 of the Det
46 under ‘‘Miscellaneous
detailed. Similarly on p

troller Adamson, and
rcolrlsl Of‘ Assam, Mr., Rama Ayyar. Thelesnie
mercial YenturFe of the Government,

. : 10n. Friend may leciti 1
ailed T y legitimately
Cf)ﬂtingcncies” iﬁeﬂ‘félrl?%tets ?nd Demands for grantsgfor 1945-
age 155 under Motor T o e of 30 lakhs has not been
) Ansport Organisation there is a very big
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Both these itmes relate to miscellaneous con-

figure of Rs.45 lakhs under “Other itmes’.
and it is difficult to give all

tingencies and one is definitely mentioned as contingencics
details of contingent expenditure. In no part of the Budget Estimates, details of contin-
gent expenditure arc given  But this being a very big amount, it is natural that it
has arrested the attention of the hon. Members. For cvery itern of expenditure there
is proper accounts in both these Departments as these have got o be accepted by the
Government of India Audit Officer, namely the Comptroller. So far as Miscellan-
eous contingencies of 1945-46 are concerned, I think { can give the acual
figures to my hon. Friend. The first item is 2,30,000.  The next is handling
chargcs-—Rs.lO,.‘Zl.,OOO and odd ; godown rent— Rs.1,14,000 and odd ; pay of
civil agency staff and Chowkidars—Rs.39,000 and odd ; miscellancous  expenses
including gunny bags—Rs. 1,98,000 and odd ; payment of sugar excisc duty—
Rs.1,91,000 and odd ; commission shrinkage, etc.—Rs.4,01.000 and odd ; tees, expenses
miscellaneous—Rs.12,000 and odd : the total is over—Rs.22,00,000 ; these are the
actuals of 1944-45. For the revised figure of estimated expenditure under contingen-
cies given by the Deputy Commissioners and ~ Subdivisional Oflicers in a lump, they
say that there will be 25 per cent. increase on this expenditure. In the next year they
have raised it by another Rs.5,25 000 and odd. So, the figures come np to over
Rs.27,00,000. Improving on this figure, a sum of Rs.30 lakhs has been shown as  mis-
cellancous contingencies as asked for by the Departinent.
So far as the Motor Transport Organisation is concerned, the figure of Rs.45
Jakhs consists of three different items. ‘The first is a sum of 35 lakhs shown as payment
to contract carriers, Messrs. Dullip Singh and J. C. Datta ; the other expense is Rs.3
lakhs and the third item is Rs 7 lakhs for the depreciation fund, thus making a total of
Rs.45 lakhs. I think a little explanation is necessary about the contract-carriers. This
item is recoverable from the Military. What happens is this: the Military Depart-
ment have 2 large number of projects for which they want  transport which they have
not got with them. They asked the Assam Transport to do this work. The Assam
Transport in }he n.ormal course would have accepted the responsibility had there been
no chance of its fallu_rc at any time. But considering the circumstances, the Assam
Transport instead of taking up the work gave certain lend-lease lorries to the t(wo
contractors, Sirdar Dullip Singh, a big Military contractor who has been imported [rom
the Punjab ever since _m!]itary started contract work heré—he was given 60 vehicles—and
Mr. J. C. Datta, a Surma Valley ;_‘rf-nllcm;m,. who was given 40 vehicles.  They were
asked to work under the .()rder.s o‘f the Garrison Engineer for transport ol military «
oods. They are to submit their bills to the Assam Transport, who will charge a small
commission for realising the moncy from the Military. So, although the Assam Trans-
port arc rot handling these Mlhtary goods ofa very heavy naturc in out of the way
and very bad roads resulting in breakage of many vehicles, they threw the rcslgcznslbility
upon these contractors ?Vh() work on a mile-tonnage basis, while the Assan} I'ransport
cealise 2 small commission and makg: some earning. The item of Rs.7 l_akhs‘ls accounted
for by the depreciation and renovation fund. Everyone knows, the life of the present
yehicless Wh_ICh are popularly known as Vyar-quality vehicles, has been limited to 45
thousand miles of run. .Sqm_c of these vehicles have gone out of the road and in order
(o renovate themT?ldeplematnon fund is in view and Rs._’l,O0,0QO has becn put on
¢hat account. ere arce sundry other items of expenditure for which a sum of
RS-3r00’000 has beexz. PLOV!dCd- I have not been able to find out for what purpose
this amount q.[‘ rupctsdt ;‘Ce lgkhs has been provided, but as voucher will be kept for
every €X enditure an Pllal(::)e before the Comptroller, the hon. Members may rest
red that nothing_Will be allowed to be mis-spent or mis-appropriated.
I hope, Sifs I have given sufficient explanation to my share-holder Friend,
Whittaker. ‘I agxﬁ:e that heisa very new share-holder for he having come in
h the :Jcotcl_rtn?lm has rushed to find out the real state of aflairs, although he
himsclf js—what hgrl‘mdl f]f y Eermed us—a bureaucrat, not a trained bureaucrat like
mysell, but 2 surrll-_n 1ea t.)ul" i-“auil_cr{alt. I use the adjective ¢‘sun-dried’” because only
yestefd.ay m Opful cg oy :;n e “rmts _l found that it was advertised as ‘‘sun kissed”
fruit. T cannot us ¢ term “‘sun-kigsed” in respect of an hon, Member of this Flouse

contact Wit






